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From: Commanding Officer
' Tos Commending General, 1st Marine DlVlSlon (»eln), ainy

Subj: Commend Chronclogy for period 1 - 30 aApril 1963

Ref: (a) IMCO 5750.24 Ch 1

‘ (b) MFFACY 5750.8 v
® (¢) Divy 5750.2B Ch 1 -
v tncl: +(1) Pifth Harines Commrnd Chronology =

v(2g Headguarters Company Fifth Merines Cormond Chromology
«(3) First Sattalion Fifth erines Commend Chronolog .
“%42 Second Battalion Fifth Marinss Command Chronology ;
7{5) Third Battolion Fifth Merines Command Chronolosy )
1. In sccordsnce vith the provisions of reference (o), (b) and (¢), en- |
closures (1) tihrvush (5) are submitted as the Commend Chronology from the
Pifth berine Hegiment for the neriod 1 - 50 April 1963, _ . -
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CRGAVTAL TUMAL, DATA
1. Desirnation
5th lorine feriment (~) (Rein) Colonel i, D. BUHY

»."JJJ‘J {.')T\“ 4, LJ Lrlmig

Headguexters Company, 5th lorines Copt R, B, KITSHLRICK
(1-5 Apr 1568)
18tlt V. J. ARATTD
(6-50 apr 196¢)

‘ 13‘t T‘au et .L b.ll ’Jb_‘l it _LJ‘J.CS S Ix'bCOl Rf H. THOMPSOF

2nd Battalicn, Sth lMoxines LtCol T, £. CHdAIIA JK,
3rd Zattaiion, 5th lar ncs Lol D. e RuX20AT

f;) A .4 ur) U“ Lq

NONE

Thue Thicn rrovinecsz, Phu Zai, RVY Regimental CF

5. Buafi Ufficers

® Precutive Gfficer LtCol G. C. McNAUGHION
e Caps Be J. MUTHIRIN
S-2 Major C. I WOGAY
(-9 Apxr 1962}
Capt ¥, A. DUPFY
(10-30 Apr 1962)
Major J. F. CODY
CE‘.;?«JG S. Ke I’C""L'_;
© 15tTt G. B. 005l
I’i&jor .q. L\- &I..ALLCLI

Ci N Enw
RGN

Qo
=
3
¢

PYATe . 18tLt D, G. VITHIM
Suppiy0 1stlt J. T. LOVLL

(1~12 Apr 1963)
1stLt R. L. JSREY
(13=30 Apr 1968)

Regimcatal C LtGdw Re Yo BiCK, USW
Reginontal It R, A WIGEISGL 1O, BB

Regimentel S ani Mejox Sebiiad ke CHISW
Regimentol })sn'i;z.l Ufficer Lt I '
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DARE

TARRAT TVR SUT.@IARX

During the period 1-30 April, the Fifth Marines continued Operation
Houston throughout +the Degimental irea of Operations. Emphasis was placed
on securing Highway 1 against enemy interdiction and on denisl operztions
in all rice. producing aevess within bthe Regimental iC,

Following a coordinztsd enemy attack on several key bridges on 31 lMexch,
all units intensified efforts to secure the MU, Troop ﬂtrengﬁh was inecreased
. rat oevcrzl points along Roube 1, improvements wore made in cuxly wwrning and
amvidhing beckinicuss and bridre defepsive pﬂviﬁicnu vere SLrengthenedo

. On 19 April, the First and Second Ba,tallons of the Regimernt began Op-
. era’cicn Laxber Garden, a combab operation to locete, close with, and destroy
nemy units lccated in the Pl Thu District north of Phu Bai. Contact on
thzs operation con be describad as moderate to light with engagements against
enall groups of VO and WWA, Operation Daxter Garden terminated on the 26th
of thes month. Throughout this pericd, the Third Battalion and elements of

the First eand Szcond Babttalicon continued Operation Houston.

During Lpril all facets of the administrative processes at gll levels of
Command within the regiment ware insrected by the Assistant Chief of Staff,
G-1, Task Torce X-iay.

2-1 ‘ SEChHE
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b. Cumlaetive cnemy losses during the reporting period,
(1) 51 ¥VA/114 VO RIAS
(2) 39 DuTAIIES
(a) 1 wvafove wirg

(";»,) 1V0 RETTRIE

(1) 4 Crew Hexved Ypns

(4) CAY 2rd AWE Units in the 5th Marines 40 reccived 7 “HOX CHA&H?%’
during the r ‘JQOTGLHQ DATIO0,

c., Bignificar* Asvects of bneny, Yeather and Terrcin.
(1) Lnemy

arn of enemy movement in the A0 during April was

primerily ¢ stic considerations, specifically,; thé srthering of
' rice, Freaq mented by interrosesition and agent reports showed
the encmy to 1e£ll¢ nishtly attcempis to treverse Route .1

the rich rice ficlds of the coest. The ef-
“7 difficulties o8 elcements of the 5th Mawines
nterdicted his movemsni.

from the mown*“in base
vort of the encmy met wi
reached to lntclllbcacc

() The majority of conmbacts with the enemy during April showed
tant to sus tein any engsasenent end te be in feoct, avoiding

Liim o0 e roluc
sornbc s os much

> v gearch and cleor missions performed as
IOU.ACH, and the contect incidents of Reconnaissoice ele-
”'wd the eneny was moving north from his deep mountain bases

T the cemopy. The torsets developed by these isolcted cone
¥ cxploited omd opperent ofittoptc by the énery to concolidrife
conoistently. - ‘
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(a) Omerasion BAXTER GARD”N was coaducted %o disrupt the enemy's

suppesed intention tn meea in thé coasbsl lowlend srea of ¥hu Thu (D). The
extent of the cvery's ind e in the area was reflected in the uncooperative,
sullen reaction of 3 ives to the presspce of Marines, HNumerous mines and
booty tvaps ware encountersd. ’

(2) Weather. Throughout the month, the weather was clear to partly
cloudy, with ocoasional lig ght rain. Support provided by the 1st Marine dix

Ving vas erhenced Yy the Lafo:ablc conditions,

(3) Terrain. Continuing compilation of terrain intelligence by the
operating forces contributsd to the increasing store of information that can
be readily provided to unit commanders. Hellcopter Landing Zones, trails,
fortificaticns and any wnusuel terrain features were recorded.

. (a) Miscellanesus.

(1) Pirst reports were received of the existemce of the 22d FV.. Regi-
ment in the wectern scoctor of the .0, Information mvailable indicated thab
this unit is the foxrucr Hue Moumnicipal Unit, enlarged in both strength and
scopz of misgion,

(2) Intciligence received from local village and hamlet sources testi-
fied to thh 1wo«-,? I shivenerng ~f toth the tactical and intelligence
gathering cotivities of the Regiment.

ericd 1 April through 30 bprll the following
rzommel of this command.

3usic Organie Supply iccounting lanang 3
Hasie Infantry Weapons depair Okinawa %
Basic urmme Tect Clkiinawa 2
’ Vietrnamese banguage Daneng 4
Vietnanese Okinawa 2
Imbarketion \unlleted) Danang 4
XY 25/19 Maintenance Daneng 1
Pmbvarkation Course (Officer) Okinawa 1
Frojaction Opsrator Course Danang 4

*

sgimeint noqt1rv>ﬂ 2te 5 day Indoctrination Training for all per-
sernzl agsigned to the 5th Marines.,

tions. During the month of ipril, all operationsl efforts of the
iteg Ancludad in two named Oncruu1ons, Uperation HOUSTON and Op-

' o
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In Operation ROUSICN, engineers contimued improvement of the highway for
convoy %va4f ic, and the Regiment conducted Tmerous smell unit operations to
prevent cnemy ﬁrom masgsing end conducting coordinated attocks on bridges and
%o gﬂow'ﬂm sceurity ‘Tor the engincer units repairing and improving Route .
\eef'd pul® IV LG ;Ou Lfeor Lction eport)

In coordination with GVI representztives, the legiment began en exien-
sive Hice Denial Operation. A1} wnits conducted pabrols and surveillance
activities throughout rice growing arens. A1l known supply routes and ac-
cess routes te the Tice sreas were heavily embushed, Small unit search and
clear operabtions were conducted to locuted enemy vice caches throughout the £Q.

commenced along the sandy peninsule

On 19 April Operabion By 5
i Bed (itef: rARD IV Baklud GARDRE After Ac-

“in Pho Tea Province north of U
tion Report).

. Inemy contact throvghout the area of operctions continuwed to be light,
however enemy movemsnt did increcase, particulerly rice carrier parties at-
tempting to resch the fertile rice growing arecs.

ntelligence sources indicated that enemy units were mossing for pos-
Slblc att:cku cn bridoes and fixed enewmy installations within the Regimental
Area of Cperations, howsver no siznificant large engagemenis were Vnucunuereﬁ
during Apvil. '

-5,

g» The 2d Battalion, 11th Marines continued to be in direct support of
the %4h Marines. During the month of ipril the principle effort of the
battalion wes directed to the sup.ort of Operations HOUSTOW AVD BAXTER GARDEN,
The following missions were fired in suuport of the Fifth Merine Regiments

j@)
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JHILION SAcuHDINURA

C Al Ti3eilt T IART REGUHE 15TFAG ARV
155mm Tow - 1265 124 . 592 0
105mm How 14417 1291 5448 98
402" Horter 2914 } 0 0 0

During the month a, April elements of the 24 Battelion was credited with
56 enemy ¥IA, 25 encmy WIi, 2 enemy forced to surrender, 6 concrete emplace-
ments degsitroyed, € obher structurcs destroyed, » structurcs damoged, and 6
°Cﬂondzry explosions, ALfore listed survelllazces confirmed by liarine for-
waxd observers, recon inserts snd Y. 5. Army advisors operating with the ARVE.

3=4 BECHIET
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mizssions wexe flown in support of the Regi~-

Medical Jvacustion T4
Tarsical Lir Bvrike 84
Flaxre Ships 13
Lerial Observers 84
Troop Lifts (totalling 1,864 troops) 11
Logistics (totalling 48)},00 1bs) 17
Gunshdps ' 100
Command and Control 50
Administration 50
Visual Heconnaissance 13
Unit Commander bl
. Teotal Miseions 4A96

7. Logistics. Operation HOUSFUN contimmed through the month with pro-
' 8 ag established over the previous two months, No innovations were
'\

Concurrertly with HOUSTOW, Uperation BiXTiit GALDLN was run from 19=26
Lpril, To support it en HST and supply point was set up at LZ 405 (Phu Baf

Ball Park) o shorben supply lines., Heavy ammo was flown from the LZ at
ASP-1 until 24 Lpril ab which time a fire and resultant explosions closed
tue 48P, Resupply for thosc items of ammo was shifted to Cau Doi without

[6)

ineiden

<t e

]

of Class IV are being used. to cstabiish defensive poeltigne

’ A requested change ¢f allavance of icgiment to include 8 .50 Calibexr
Machine Cuns vwas disapproved by the Commanding General.
he supply system has reocted to meet Degiment's reguest for 13680 meals
of L&Ps monthly. During .pril 150 cases {3608 meals) were drawn.

Upgrading of loute 1 oo*»‘binued, with completion of timber trestle bridges
o the Troui itiver, Fuoc Hgot liiver and Thua Luu River.

'ff nrunications. Iuring the month of Lpril 1968 the Regimental Command
; .,ﬁgu,e& from P Bai (YDS58131) to Cou Doi Peninsula (ZD055029) to en-
a7 control of tactical units during Operation HGUSTON. The
ies roguired were estoblished by the advance party on

s} Myfji, on rehurn to Phr Bai.

5-5 - BOCR
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ns ingtalled between Yhu Bai (YH85813%1)
;#3929073) oa, 2 Anrile

1 Tom the ol
j) vien the 2nd Bot
anril. Jhis PlJuv*+
nes Command Post (40051

'+s bonmqu
Bettolion,

o
o

%56 pa tlonuo were breated
1c£orrﬁ1 from battelions
nizations were ade
of these immunizotions

DMuring the mounth of fordil o total o
.~wl uld Jbuflwﬂ OL whinch 281 woxe
lOC<u g total ox

2

3 ¥ s “ang prSOnnGl. A Regimentel Jid
3 : st bliched w the Porvward CL ob Cen Doi and acdg vmeTJ provided
. i ; : at thot Location,

he Refrimdntal Dental Clinic operated
st to gime ceverage to aJl Merine

; in oaultlvﬁ all companics rceturning to Fhu Bai
sericds were checked and treated in uhe combined dene-

o April, a pilot medeap wes held of Vinh Loc District
wou?ds of relled o=mis, wml:; whoat, and coxrn meal wore
rines and wore (lwhfibutuﬂ to the neonle by the district
the foodl, 2% lons of s2lad oil was deliverod. 144

4 1D peoplo were nicdically
medovaced by Marine heli-

iz
ot

CET 70 1vs of soap, 29 1bs of clothes and 20 ibs
ad to children in a Cotholic orphanasc.

vicinity of
of toys wore distribut

Loril, 80 base of cenment were delivered to the widow of
govad leader who received the Ues S, Bilver Star award. This
along with eubscquent maverislg to reobuild her home.

- Loe district chief to
NSSe

slao medc aveileble o the
Hue to Phw Loc by the S5th ¥

dxtensive use of ncriazl broadcast and leoflet
of operotionsg ! clshc >4 the progrrm of the

to 5th Merines, & 548 & resnlt, 6 Hoi
i
1

Victne m.un@er the Chieu loi progrem. . .
eaflct fvop was planncd in conjunction with

N
|3
ON

S.30.ET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

"
T
]

5750
7 ilay 1968

ng oad plestic balls were distributed by lgCo and 3rd Bn
1 ‘lets wes oobiveted on o larger scale
ting, 2nd Bn, 11th Morincs
to support Sth Marines

T8 e

L;Difl
e month -; . oLl soediong incla

; viain.  Duzing the month of April the Regimental Chaplein prOV1dcd
sexvices for the Repinment, adjacent units locetcd in Fhu Bai, bastolion

perticinating in Oacrsuwon HCUSE zombined zetion plevcons and orlage SEC=
writy units loceted slong '
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HEADCUARTERS ﬁ% §? 77 67‘éiﬂ’
Task Force XRay A I R
lst Marine Division (Rein), FMF vews _Jo 12 e -
- FPO San Franc1sco, California 96602 |
" 3/DKP/rhb
68 0249 31,80
cory ) X ' 8 May 1968
v §
From: Commanding General CW-_i:éil_Ccqus T
To: Commander, United States Military Assistance Command Vietnam

(4ttn: MACJ 3&3) APO U.S. Forces, 96222
Via: (1) Commarding Ceneral, lst Marine Division Rewn), MP
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BAXTER GARDEN

Ref: (a) MACV DIR 335-8 of 1 Sep 67
‘ (b) 1st MarDiv O 3480.1A

Tncl: (1) 5th Marines Combat Afte# Action leport, Cperation BAXTEL GARTIN

1. Fnclosure (1) is forwarded in accordance with the .provisions of
references (a) and (b).

2. Several problems were encountered during the operation concerning low-
flying aircraft and ex13t1ng air corridors over the opersting area zas
stated in paragraph 6(b) of Enclosure (2) to Enclosure (1). The proximity
cf the Phu Bal airfield to the operating area and its approach corridors,
which passed over the operating area, caused naval gunfire and artillery
checkfires due to aircraft flying in these corridors. In the future,
requests will be made to Fhu Bai Airbase Cperations to adjust the approach
corridors to the airfield during plenned operastions in the BAXTEW GARIVN
area when it is anticipzted that existing corridors will interfere with
the emrloyment of supporting arms. Artillery and naval gunfire checkfires

. were also necessary during the operation due to low-flying aircraft that
appeared to disregard existing vrocedures for SAVAPLANES, At ¢he time of
Creration BAXTFR GARDEN, U.S. Army aircraft in the Phu Bai area did not
vse the SAVAPLANE esystem. Since that time, liaison has been effected betwazcn
Marine Corps and Armmy headquarters in the Phu Bal area and Army aviation
units are now using the SAVAFLANE system. This should prevent the problems
encountered during the operation frem recurring in the future.

K/,;-—A v L 7/ / ’/L '\.‘:{a ’_e%,h/ / -

7 JOHN N. MCLAUGHLIN

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAQe ™ T3Vl
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HEADOUARTERS, STH MAHIFLS
1st Mevine Division (itein) Fleet barine Foras
ofc Fleot kost Office’
San Frermcisco, California 96602

UNCLASSIFIED

3/C.08/ 3z
30C0
29 April 1962

frons Commanding: Officer
To: Cormandins General, Task Force ZiaY

Subj: Combat Aftcr Action Repoxrt for Oporntiocn Buil.R GARDEN

Rof:  (8) 1stiiaz)ive 3460.1A ’ 9
(b) 5%th Merines U0 5-60 6 8 O 2 ' X
(¢) 5th Marines Fras0 20-66

(1) 5th hnrinos Fraz0 30-68 corY_/0 o [ oo

: " * Encl: ‘/(1) FPirst Battslion, Pifth Merines after Action leport }F,\ZM%&
’ ﬂz) Secon? Battelion, Pifth Morincs Aftcer letion feport W
3} Fifth Marines Opd 5-68
4) ®ifth Marines Fras0 20-68
A5) FPifth Merines FrasG 30-68

1 Cofe Eeme. Oporation BAXUux GARDSN.

’ 2.‘{’ Dates of Opcxation. 19030CH April 1963 to 261200H April 1963.

3+ Location of Cporation. »hm Thu District, Thue YThien irovincc, kepublic
Y ' y Heg
of Vietnan.

[}

4
]

41 Comnend Jlesdguerters.

Fifth harine He;iment - COL .ie Do DUEN

A |
. 5* Task Orranization

|

1 2. 1900000 April 1968 to 211400H April 1968

Pifth Marince COL R, D, BOMW
24 3n (sein), Sth Mexvines 1TCOL u6%CH &
Hés Co (..), 2/5 e ‘\msﬁ
Co 4, 2/5 . E}
Co H, 2/5 » _ , ;
Go G, 1/21 0oLy |
Co B, 1/27 —~
p ST Y
b, 211900H April 196C to 261200H Aprit 1960 COPY Ha. N OF ¥a
Fifth Horincs | CUL R. D. BOH 2
. BOWECE AUTD AT 3 YEARYNTER ". e 51 E' : E

DECLASSIF(.D AFTER 12 YEARS, *
DOD DIR 520040
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First Bn (- ), Sth Marines I0COL R Ho CHCHISONW
&S Go (=), 1/5
Co B 1/5
Co M 3/5 .

Second Dn (-) 5th Merines LICOL &s Co CHuATHAN Jita
H&S Co (-) 2/5 '
Co i, 2/5
Co H, 2/9

6. Supgort;ng Forces

a. Artillery. On De1 Day(18 April 1968) a provisional batuery consisting
of four 105mm lowitzers was formed and displaced to the northean side of
P Bei(Grid 8915) to provide a direct support battery for Second Battalion,
Fifth Marines, On D-Day, Whiskey Battery, 2d Battalion, 13th Marines was
displaced to Combined Action Company Alpha's pos1tlon(Grid Square 8717),

‘ to provide direct suppert for 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, Delta Battery,

. 11th Marines was elso placed in direct support of 1st Battalion, 5th Marines
during the southern portion of the operation from Delta Battery permanent
position{Grid Square 9307). The provisional 8" Howltzer Battery located at
Phu Bai provided reinforcing fires for hoth Bamtallons duplng the operation,

On D+3(Phase II), Delta Battery was tasked with supporting Company &,
2@ Battalion, 5th Marines when a helocopter lift was made t0 the southern
portion of the operating area.

The U.5.5. Cone provlded direct supyort far 2d Battalion, 5th Marines
during the period 22 April 1968 through 25 April 1968, "

Throughout the operation communication difficulties with the conduct
of fire net necessitated putuln ‘hiskey Battery and the Provisional Howitzer
Bawtery on a common Conduct of Fire Net to answer oalls of fire for both

Timeliness of artillery support proved to bg very good, in that permanent
SAVE=A~PLANSS were established prior to commencement of the operation, and
a liaison team from 5th Merines FSCC was established with the District Chief
to insure quick clearance of zall missions. Gontact m1551ons averaged 3-5
mimites from resuest to impact, aqd routine missions averaged 10-15 minutes.

b, Air Support. During Operation Baxter Carden weather was generally
g@od, and therefore air support was constantly avallable. o

The operatlon was primerily supported by air ulth Marlne helicopters
making six tactical troop lifts of 1860 combat Marines and 49000 pounds of
equipment, Marine TACA/AO's controlled six flights of preplanned fixed wing
strikes preparing the landing zones; eight on call flibhts with special
ordnance and 21 flights off the hot pad. Three fllghts of gunships were
utilized as escort for assault alrcraft whlle an’ addltlonal 18 flights were
utilized in close support,

.". .'0. O:O [ 2.0 e - :
. =~ o e o
. mmeed Tee, 1 ocamgep Ui guae v, vtr “HHCLASSIFIEDS
. n- ’ Q.Q. Yese ,,;. o ':' *es’ * T .
% . R .
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On call request were submitted by controlling units via the FM TACP
net and forwarded to DASC via telephone with reaction time of 15 to 30
minutes for both fixed wing and gunships. Overall effectiveness was
considered outstanding with 17 confirmed kills, several secondary explosioms,
and several fortified positions destroyed.

Direct support helicopters were utilized to 1ift the majority of the
15000 pound per day resupply requirement.

ce Tanks and Ontos. Tanks and Ontos were employed on Phasec II of the
operation and proved to be an effective direct fire support. The Ontos
encountered problem traversing flooded rice paddies, and were stuck on
several occasions, delaying the movement of the units. Tanks had no trouble
in movement, and were credited with 6 enemy kills.,

d. ARNV FORCES. The ARVN forces were not supporting forces for operation

Baxter Garden, but the operation LAM SON 214 conducted by the 21st and 39th
Ranger Battalion in conjunction with Operation Baxter Garden did effect the
operation and should be mentioned herein. The ARVN Ranger Battalions cone . !
ducted swecps for 48 hours of the operation in the riorthern portion of the

40, and the two operations sexrved as blocking forces for each other, Lam

Son 214 resulted in 36 enemy killed, 13 individual weapons captured, end

1 crew served weapon captured.

7. Intelligence.

a. ULstimate of enemy stren;th, location, disposition and situation .
prior to operatiomn.

 The intelligence available on the area of operation was sparse

and essentially limited to information develojed durinz Operation Ford and.
some low level agent reports. Troditional enemy presence in the area indi-
cated that elemcnts of the €117 LF Company would be encountered. Fatterns.
of enemy movcment during the retrogr: dc following the Tet Offensive indie.’
cated that the 8024 and 804th Battolions had operoted in the area briefly
during Mexch and the possibility éxisted that elements of these units were
gtill in the eread

~ The string of villages extending Si f rom grid YD8802352 to
YHO30207 vere considered to0 contain enemy uniss and to be fortified 4o some
desree, bporadic contict was anticipated with units ranging from firce teanm to
platoon size in the larger villages as the route of march progressed. kx-
tensive use of mines and booby twaps was also expected, |

The eneny situation and mission was considered to be the per-
formance of housekeeping tasks, i.e., maintenance of fortified villages,
caches, and troining cadres,

be Enemy strensth and situstion actually found.

. .
. . .
[ RN ] 3. ] : s;‘\ pen
o o Do « o igCiud D
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L
. The encmy strensth and disposition encountered vaos fairly

closc to that exgecteds Mine and hooby trap incidents were frequent and
fortificd villascs uwere located throughout. he cnony' tastics conaistad
primarily of sniping and harassing: with only one larse enragement, and that
not being of the cnemy's choosing. It is possible thot the contocts nmadé
were, for the most port, dclayin; actions to cover the movement of larger
units to the enemy rour, although acrial observation did not notc movement
of this sort. . '

Documents and prisoners indicated the wresence of units not
previously encountvcred and exiected in the arca. Interrogstion revecrled
that a new unit, the P Vang (@) irmed Renger Platoon was located in the
vicinity of grid square YDO822. 4#n agent report received the same day, 19
Ayril, by 1st CIP reporte?’ the presence of the 16 Ranrer Company in vie-
inity grid square Y8222, It is possible thet this unit is a redesignstion
of the C116 LF Company, but may be a newly or;anized unit., Docwnent inter-
pretation indicated the presence of elements of the K5 Bn. o evidence was

' developed to verify the presence of the C117 L& Company.

The torrain is as indiceted on the map, flat, sandy, and punce-
tuated by dreelines and villages. Trafficability for trocked vehicles is
goods for wheeled vehicles, poor.

The attitude of the populace was sullen and uncoopersabive, indi-.
cative of the considerable extent of encmy dominavion in the ares. Captured
documents rcvealed a well established end orgzenized WLF apperetus in the ares,
opercting cs the effective rovecrnrent in the villages,

5. lission. On L-Hour of D-Day land in desisnated L'y and scerch to lo-
cate anc destroy enemy forces, materiul, and positionsj and block to support
other allied forces conducting scarch and destroyv operations in assigned 40,

9, Conccab of Cocrstions.

. a. OUn D-1 Dz two companies esteblish blocking positions on south and
north flanks of AG. At L-hour cn D-Nay three companies lended in three IZ2°S
in eastern portion of AU and atitrcked to blocking positions to support sweep
from the west to ecast by two ARVIH Battelions. Un zbout D+1 day blocks athwart
£0 were disestablished and flanking blocks were esteblished to south and
east,. One battslion then attocked scouth., ' "

b. On D+2 days two battalions att cked southiecast in S0A employing inter-
mediate blocks and sweeps. Priendly Fovel units bHlocked enemy erxress north
on Thuy Thu Bay and south on Ceu HMai Bay. iElements of Fifth llbrines; I'F and
CiG units blocked encmy esress southeast. On I+4 days the two battolions
continued attack southeast to Fhase Line Feoeh and held at that position.
Berly morning of D+5 batt:-lions reversed direciion and conducted niszht march
to morthwest tc reach rhase Line apule by first lizht. At first ligsht bhoth

battelions conducted day atiock to stream winding along oxis of ;rid line

Thin%, .
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10. Exccution

a. Scc Enclosures {1) and (2).

B, Opcration BAXIR CGARD:N commenced 1908001 with the helo lift of the
2nd Bn 5th Marines (Rein) into LY DODO YD3C5235, Lz QUAIL YD380220, and L3
GROUSE YD8T0210, Troop lift was completed without incident,

c. ARVN sueep commenced from west to east in northern AO at about 1909000
and encountered noderate small arms contact.

d. At 190900H Co B 2/5 vicinity YDC84226 beran rcceiving smell arms fire
from enemy entrenched in treeline. Compoany & returned small nrms and mas
neuvers on enemy. rosition was tuken and in addition to 1 V¢ KIi, and 3 indi.
vidual weapons, scveral maps and assorted documenis werc found. 1 Morine wes
killed in thc action., As Compeny & continued %0 move towvarg objectives, they

. received moderate haressing {ire with no casualties resulting on cither side.

e. 4t 191520H Co E received small arms and B-40 rocket fire from an
estimated platoon of cnemy located at YD845234. Compeny rcturned small arms{—
and 60MY mortar fire and mancuvcred on cnemy., Co I gwept through cnemy posi-
tion finding 4 VC KIA, 3 Detainces, 5 individual weapons, and 1 creu served
wegpon. One farine was killed and 5 wounded and cvzcuated.

f. At 191800H cll units bezan esiablishing night defensive positions
and numerous ambushes employed, but no cnermy movement was detected,

€« At 192008H Compeny 3 1/5 received 20 rounds 60Mi mortar fire from
enemy locabted at YDO64218, Counter smortar fire was returned, howcver svedp
of ayea the ncxt morning wos condwcted with negative results. Seven Merines

were. vounded and cvoocunted.

h. On 19 April in adai¥fon to thosc casualties listed sbove, 1 USMC
. ‘wag wounded and cvocuateds 1 USMC werc wounded but not evacuanted, and 1 US)T
was cvecusted os a non Ocbtle casualty an' additional Detaince was picked up
by 2nd Battelion ' '

i. At 20p605H Company B 1/5 received small arms, 82MM morier fire, and
CS sas grepedes from o platoon of cnemy located in treeline at YD868233., (o
B returned smoll arms called and reccived artillery support, air strikes, an
gunbia»t suprorte CS wos employed by cnemy, but had nezetive c¢ffect as compa
» domed 1‘:he-ir ces masks and assaulted the cnemy position. Seasych of area <,
vezled 3 individual weapons, 2 crew served veayons, end 9 WA KIA. 1 Harine
wds killed ond 1 wounded and cvacuated. Co B contimueg to yursuc cnemy and
engeged them again ot 14200 vicinity YD0OB1231. Air sirikes vexre a{;alnen-
pZ.Loyed and o search revealod 11 NWA killed by air, 3 W' KIa, and vorious
kinds of ammmnition, 2 Marines were killed and 2 wvounded and cvacuated.

Jo A% 2013300 Company B 2/5 while estoblishing night defensive position.
received 23 rounds $2M1 mortar fire from enery located at ¥YDBE4A218, Counter '
m9rt:::r fir? was called from axtillery and morter firc ceascd. 2 Marines wer
killed and™t2 wounded nnd ovocusied. Seryeh of arca at first light revec.].'etil

- 2 VY0 XIA. o’ bt 0 . see ne
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k. On 20 April an additional 5§ Marines were killed and € werc vounded
and cvacunted primarily from suprise explosive dovices and scnttered contacts.
0 additional USMC were wounded but not evecuated snd 1 Marine was cvecuated
ag a non battle casualty, 1 additional Detaince was piclked up and 2 additional
individuel wcapon was capiured. '

1. At 210800H Componigs C&D 1/27 were released fro- the blocking posi-
tions and returned to the operstvional control of their parent unit. The two
ARVY iian.cr Bns also corilcted Tam Son 214 and rcivurned to AxyY Cr,.

me At 2113351 Co i 2/5 detccted 1 VC in o spider hole. Co H killed VC
and gapturcd 1 individual weapon,

n. At 2114000 1/5 (=)&2/5 (-)vegen an attack southeast down the peninsula.
The enamy hsd employed extensive surprisc cxplosive devices in the area and
several Marines wercwunded end ev:cuated as 2 vesult.

0. On 21 April 3 1WA vcre killed and 1 Detainec was picked up in sca$-
. tered contacts. 6 additionsl Marines were wounded and evacuoted. ‘

P. At 2206001 all units continued attack southeast toward Phasc Line Ap-
plg. Again extensive explosivec deviocs were encountered and at 0615H Co B 2/5
soffercd 7 Marines wounded and cvacucied from a chain of M-26 grenadcs deto-
nated by a Marine. 2/5 (<) contimed to encounter surprise explesive devites
thycughout the day. ' l

g. On 22 April an additional 14 USMC were wounded and evacuated and 5 USi
worewunded but not evacuated. 3 additional Detainees were picked up, and AP%
reclassificd 3 Detainees as Iniocent Civilions, 5 as Civil Defendants and 1
es w W Returnee, 1 USMC was evacuated as an NDC. :

Fe At 231015H a squed from Co H 2/5 received small arms fire from 5 V.
- Squad returned fire and mancuwgred on enemy. A sweep of area revealed 1 V§ KI
4in additional 1 VC KIA wes discdycred having been killed vhile setting a sur-
. prise.ekploeive device, 3 USIC werewunded and evacuated, 2 received minoy
. wounds and 2 Vietnanese were detained.

8. 4t 24Q001H Co Ii besan nisht march north from Phase Line Fesch, fple
lowed by 1/5 (-) aund 2/5 (-) at 240200H. Wight march was mede quickly and ef-
ficiently, and at first light, all units wcrc on Phrse Line Apple and oree
Jaged attock no " i & 1 :d and ios lkille Jo N .

118 oo RISy oo'8/A776 Thcines wore owndha and Svecustey. o " 7

t. 4t 2409300 it was discovered that o Morines had been lost in night
march and ARV reported fthat the 2 Merines had been captured. 1 Platoon and
tanks were dispetched to find Morines, Co i wus helilifted into arca and bege:
search for MIA's.

us At 2506001 1/5 (-) returncd to LZ and prepared for extroction from AG,
Co B 2/5 comtinued scoxch for MIA's with negutive rosults, and began sweep
north up the peninsula to link up with 2/5 (-).

v. At 2518308 Co 5 2/5 discovered enemy ambush at YD945200. At ap rox- X
imately the same Jime the cnemy, amush bbzan firing on Co B, tanks and IVI's

that wege poyinc gout}g ko peet:Co B sighted the ambush. Together t:nks and
infmtry:&&squ. cnsin? v%th $uport from HUEY gunbirds. 17 NVA were. kRilled.

L] (XX X J L} 6 .
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: Tes Commanider, United Stabes Militory iAssistance Compud, Vidtaam
L 0 {astar HaCJ 343), AFO, U. 3. Ferees 36222

N Yia: Commnding Gensrel, 1II Nerive imphibiows Ferce

T Sw3: Cowbat Afver Attien Bepert, Opevation BAITER GARIER

Baf:  (a) NACY Dir Be 335-8

Ducl: (1) Sibjeet Repart .

1. Emlosure (1) 1s forwarded in mscordance with referense (o). .

: ' 2. Operation BAITER GARIEE was & two phase cosbat swesp gendieted in

f PRU THU Blskriet THUA THIES Provimce, RVE frem 190800K wmtil 613008
April 1968, The 21t and I9th ARVE Renger Eattalion ccaducted eperstion

. lak 90H 2% iz coplmmetion with BAXTER GARIZH, Partisipsting weits weve

e the tot and 2 Sattaliens, Th Marines end the 5k Marines Command Ureiwp,
ot Tield artillevy Grewp, fst Narine Alr Wing and the USS CONE mrovided
suppariing firee,

= 3. The vasy v&&ﬁiﬁgﬁﬁeﬁmwm“w
= the last day of the operation with Conmpary X, 24 Battulies; Zh Yerines, AN
Beth WYL a&#ﬁmmﬁ mecutered. The ¥¥A wnits wilhdrew covered
- by the local Viat Comg's harracseing and aniping fives,

t

R. D. BOHN
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46 Morines received minor wounds. In addition INT reclassified 7 Detainecw:
as Innocent Civilians and 1 as 01v11 Defendent.

/

% At 26120011 2/5(=) wes extracted from A0 and Operation Baxter Gerden
terminated.

. 41+« Results

as Ues S. Marine Corps Personnel b, Enehiy Personncl

KIA 13 ' WA XKIA an 40
WIAE 86 , VC KIA _— 15
WIANE 39 DETATNEES ", 15
‘MIA 2 : - INNOCENT CIVILIANS 10
NBCE 3 ~ CIVIL DEFEND:NTS é
' VC RZTURNEES 1
INDIVI‘DUAL WEAPONS
: CREW bm‘LVED \ZAPONS
‘ | CAPTURED A

12, Administratjve mafte:s

a. Resupply. Three days of Class I, high usage Class II end Class V
(5.5680, 7,62, M-26 grenafies and M-79 rounds) was prestaged at LZ 4054
Phreo days of Class V (60mm, S1mm, 106mm, 90mm, 3.5", LAAV) were staged at
A3P1 LZ. Both 1st Battalion and 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marines drew edditicnal
haxrd dollar items from stock a8 required. Class III resupplies were pro-
vided by the supporting unit with exccption of Amtracs for whom the battalions
drew POL. All amno stajed at AS:,-1 LZ wes destroyed by fire on 24 April and
ammo of those types was drawn from Cauw Doi LS4 unitl completion of operation.
A1l resupply requests were maede by HST and all resupply was effected by °
halicopter. : : '

‘b. Maintenance. First and second echelon perfoormed by units; Contact
. teams for ordnance and electromcs were on call from ¥LSG-A, howevcr, they

vere not necded. | , {:‘2 _
. “ r
: G
cs Trestment of Casunltics, ivacustion and Hospitalization. Second Dat- :‘%
- talion, 5th Marines established BAS in the 7Tield. Helicopter evacuations were \?3
vtilized whenever necessary. , v v \ :{—‘1
©

d. Transportstion. Helicopters were utilized to transport troops during
all phasczs of the opecration. :

e. C ommnications .

(1) Durmb the entire period of Operatiom BANTER GARDSEN commnications

was satis{actory. The M/rRC-25 and RT-524 rz:dj.o equipment once aga. d
highly relieble for tvactical communications. e © m prove

(2) Due to the large amount of friendly forces in the Northern See-
tor of I co,r,ps fwy.chrence problems with other units were common-
: 9 7 ) “
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and excessive changing of frequency assignments for use by tactjcal units
was necessary. The assignment of "SOLE USAR" frequency assignments for Reg-
imental and Battelion Tactical Nets would greatly alleviate this problem.

(3) Terrain was poor in the BiXTER G.RDEN area for wheeled vehicles
end when helilift of the AN/MRC-109 rzdio vehicle became impracticable the
equipment was returned to the rear headquarters, In order to continue to
maintain a secure radio circuit capability, KY-8 oryptographic equipment was
eagily installed in a LVIP-5 Afmphibious Tractors which were’aseigned to both
8% and .2nd Battalions; Hth Marines, ‘

(4) Due to the toctical requirement for rapid mobility of the mes
neuver battalions radio relay circuits were not installed and redio was the
primary means of communicaticns,.

13. Speqiq} Equipgpnt and Techniques. None.

14. Commendcrs Anglvsis

On D-Day the Second Battalion (=) (Rein) commenced Operation BAXESR
GAdDER by helo 1lift and sweut west with blocks provided by 2 companies to
the north ond south. Initisl contact was light, encountering only sporadic
sniper fire, indieative of locel VO harassing toctics.  In the exxrly after-
noon, however, o disciplined platoon size unit employing both B-40 rockets
and (Omm mortars was encountered,.indicating that NVA elements were also in

the aresn.

Throughout the remainder of D-Day and into D+1, contact continued to
be moderote with enemy units of platoon sizc oxr smallexr. usnemy saemed to
be using delaying tactics and it is a possibility they were screening for

. larger units as they moved out of the arcna,

Cn D+2, the First Battalion {-) wns introduced into Operstion BAXD.I
G:RDEM and the two battolions began sweeps souithecst along the Peninsula.
Throughout the remainder of the operation, uatil D+6, contiéct continued
to be very light, indicoting the enemy had either left the area entirely
or hidden undersround. Numerous tunnels were discovered and searched with
negative results. ' '

The enemy did employ extensive curprise explosive devices vhich ham-
pered movement of both battalions and resulted in several cosualtiies,

On D+€, the enemy attempted an ambush of one company.as.it returned
north up the jpeninsula, Tanks pnd LVI's were enmploved along with HUuY
sunships. This resulted in 17 NVA confirmed kills vith no scrious friendly -
casualties and was the most significant contect of the operstion,

This command concurs with para. 1% of ref (b) in that terrain is une- .
suitzble for large units to opersie in the arca for extended periods of
time. It ap.ccrs enemy units meve through the arca to pjether rice, and are
nesitant to engesge large units. Fortilied treelines and villages were dis-
covered,, hoygver, they apygared,to be old and vnused, ‘
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Tracked vehicles provided units with flexibility and immediate support
to react to any enemy contact. The Ontos had & few problems crossing flooded
terrain, ditches, and streams. Tanks and LVit's proved to be & great asset,

- DECLASSIFIED

© Air end artillery support was quicl end effective due to preplanned

missions, precleared areas, and direct liaison with the district chief %o

“clear areas for contact missions. Units could count on supporting arms in e
matter of minutes. Alr support vwes the best I have encountzred. Helicopter
support, in particulor was outstanding., This wes due in psxrt t0 the ex-

cellent cooperction between MAG %6 and the Hth Marines and further to T
briefing helicopter elements received prior to participation, &Sye to eye
briefing and contnct with helicopter units is essential if their capability

is to be fully exploited. " |

15. Recommendotionss None,

D ot
® R+ D, BOHN

(X ] L X ade 3 see LX) .
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SN S T Copy ___ of 50 Coples L
Sk SR Hgy 5th Marines e
RN = B Task Force XRAY . ‘
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
Phu Bai, Republic of Vletnam
181000H Apr 1968

Operation Order 5-68 ( -~ )

Ref: (a) Maps: 4MS Vietnam 1 50, 000 IAMS Ser:.es L7014 Sheets 6541
I and TV; and 6542 III
(b) ¢G TF X&X Fragd 21-68
(cg 5%h Mar Op0 301-68
5th Mar- £d0 301-68

(MRS 5T AR s8g AL
- Co s ‘ , [
1. SI].‘UJJTION ‘ i e
A Enem;sr Forces j &//‘755/{5 f
i
|4

. AN € ) innex B (In‘belligencé).

(2) Current INTSUMs.

b.  Friendly Forces

(1) Liz Support. 1st MW provides fixed and Totary wing and ’
L0 support, : '

(2) Artillery Suppe “t' ST 'égweﬁ.qﬁm- ’
sl ex o CALSLL) Ay
illery Suppor IR E'% Dsmgg*ﬁmn;@ .
(a) 15t FALG, General Support L0p DI ‘fﬁ i3 o ﬁ‘%-'

Btry B, 1st Bn, 11th Marines
24 Plat, 3%d 8 Inch How Btry
1st 155mm Gun Btry ’
Prov 105mm How Btry (usulgned DS mission. )

Bl

(b) 2a Bn LRem), 11th Morines, Direct Suppor‘b

(3) Tenk ond (P Support. On about D+3 days. to llnk up with
elements of. 5th Ma.r:mesz

(a) 24 Plat, Co 4, 1st Tk Bn, Direct Support

(b) 24 Plab, Oo 4 /T, 1st Tk an, Direct Support

(4). 1st_IRVN Div. Elcments of the 1st ARVN Div sweep from west
to east in A0 to search, locato, end destroy enemy forces,
materiel, and positions. Jnnex C. (Oper ations Overlay).

c. JAttachments and Det achments

(1), L0 B, 18} By, 5th Merines CHOPa to 24 Bn, 5th Marines ot
- 181200H;mnx 19683

oo saes 3° : :’ ‘. oo..
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(2) Co 4 and Co B, 1st Br, 27th Morines CHOP to 5th Marines an
concurrently CHOP to 24 Bn, 5th Marines at 181200H iApr 1968.

2. MISSION

On D-Day at L-Hour land in designated LZs and search to locate and
destroy enemy forces, materiel, and positions; and block to support
other allied forces conducting search and destroy operations in as-
signed AQ.

%, LXECUTION

&s Concept. On D-1 dey two componies establich blocking positions
on south and north flanks of AO0. At L-Hour on D-Day three com-
panies lend in three. LZs in eastern portion of A0 end attack to
blocking positions to support sweep from west to east by three
ARVN battalions, On about D+3 days disestablish blocks athwert
L0 and recstablish flanking blocks further to south and east.
One bettalion then attacks south.

bs 4st Bn (=), 5%h Marines ‘

(1) Continue mission assigned by ref (c).
(2) it ebout 181200H Apr 68 CHOP Co B 1/5 to 24 Bn, 5th Marines.

(3) On about D+3 be prepared to resume OPCON of Co B 1/5 and
commence operations in Phu Thu eres.

2d Bn (Rein), 5th Marines

(1) On D=1 day establish blocking positions with two companies
cn the north and south flanks of the A0 to channelize and
block enemy forces.

2) 4t L-Hour on D-Day land thrée companies in designated ILZs by
helicopter and attack west to blocking positions tc block .
enemy movenment.

(3) On about D+3 days be prepered to CHOP attached rifle companies
out and continue to conduct operations south end east in the
Phu Thu area.

d. XRLY, 2d Bn, 5th Morines. Continue mission assigned 2d Bn, Sth
Marines by ref (c).

e« 34 Bn (-), 5th Marines. Continue mission assigned by ref (c).

f. Coordinating Instructions

(1) D-Doy and H/L-Hour. 190800H Apr 1968.

00-2% ¢ SECRET
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(2). Landmg Zones

(a) Bb:)o YDB85235.
(b) QULIL YD880220.
(¢) GROUSE YD8702%0.

(3) Thrust Foints

. (&) ¥ River:  ¥D9O23. -

. g kv ) e oad
P V. P S .

(b) Zny Dog:. YD9320.:

R S R oot Lok e
s B N o PR A -+ A o

~ (c) Any Tree: YD9515. |
(4) Pnase Lines o
® o (o) PLRED:  GL YDE4..
(b) PL WEITE: GL YD85.
(o) PL BLUE: GL YD86. - .

(4) PL GREDN: GL YD87.

At LT A e e 4 b e b e

(5) Fire Support Coordination | i ivraieen e e e s
" (a) Phase Lines will be utilize@asFiréG’on’c'rol Lines.

(b) Fire clearance in 40 by Regt FSCC, in coordination
. wrbh ARVN 11 ison.

(o) FFZ for IBVN NFZ for 5th Marines: Area bounded on

. v north by GL YD25. 5, gouth by GL ¥D21, east by GL YD84.
4, TLOGISTICS 4iND I@I-iII\TISPRz{L‘ ION _
a. Ref (d) S ) B S w,l e wu,..f, T

b. 5th Marines establishes & supply po-mqt-«e%hmBaa.-Ballpaxk.LZ
to stock limited amounts of Class I, water, ond Class V. (5.56mm,

7.62mm linked, M-79, and M-26). Other Class V will be drawn
from ASAr-1, Phu Bad. . '

c. Resupply. Requests by shopping list to HST or by: tclephone to
battalions rears, or to 5th Marines S-4. Claess V drawn from
,,ASB-‘I must be requlslt:.oned and a.pproved by TF XRAY G—4.

S

d, Servme. Shore Im:’cy w:Lll establish LZ Control Temm at ;hu Ba:.

. ﬂll p&rk. =
- é’bsegzva wa.tei's uisdipline and ca:cry substantial supply of halszone. .
... ose * > : ') P B oy D
oo o.o: :‘ : :. ..,. 0{0“\3 e ",.:.; Tad TRV LD SBCREB
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5. COMLND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS
a. Refs (c) and (e).

b, Commend ¥Yosts. Units report CI locations aos established.

ce Coordineting Instructions

(1) Radio
(a) innex ¢ (Radio Freq and Call Signs).

(b) Units not participating in operaticns in Phu Thu area
conbinue normal.,

(¢) 2d Bn, 5th Marines commend group at Cau Doi suffix call
sign with "XRAY" Other cﬂll 51gns normal.

(2) Cryptogrophic. KLC—Q and KAC—P effective edltlons will be
utilized as necessary. 3Battolion qommand groups will possess
KY-8 capability. e

(3) Radio Relay, Wire, and Mossage Conter. Normal within Regt
TiOR. Helicopter messenger will be utilized as necessaxry.

 d. Command Relationships

(1) Control of activities within 5th Marines T/OR normal. On
displacement of Regt Command Group to vhu Thu area, coord-
ination of units on Route #1 will be by 5th Marines Rear,.

12) Liesison with frlondly forces external to 5th Marines in thu
Thu ares Wlll be at regimental level, unless otherwise di-

rected.
| /Q/FLD ’2‘5¢£Z,F-~ ‘l'
R. D. BOHN

Colonel, U. 3. Marine Corps
Commanding

ANNEXES @

Task Organization

Intelligence

Operetions Overlay '
Radio Frequencies and Call Slgns
Distribution

M Qw
| K T T N |

DISTRIBUTION: Jnnex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 5-68
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00-4 ¢ ¢ .3 it b ger oERORET

DECLASSIFIED



S‘v

I | . -
- Hq; 5th Morines
Task Force XRAY
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Lnnex & (Task”Qrganizexion) to,OperatiOn-Order 5-68 ( ' )

Time Zone: H

TASK ORGANTIZAT ION

5th Marines (Rein) Col BOHN

18t Bn (=), 5th Marines | LCol THOMPSON
H&S CO, 1/5 “
Co 4, 1/5
Co Cy 1/5
Co D, 1/5

. 24 Bn (Rein), 5th Marines LtCol CHB.THM.
H&S Co (-), 2/5 :
Co &, 2/5
Co H, 2/5
Co B, 1/5.
Co &y 1/27
Co B, 1/27

33 Bn (-), 5th Marines LtCol HEXROAD
H&S Co, 3/5
Co I, 3/5

Co XK, 3{5
CoL (-)y 3/5

SRAY 24 Bn, 5th Marines ‘ Maj STEELE
Det, H&S Co, 2/5

. Co ¥, 2/5
Co G, 2/5

ALD EAGLE‘
Co M, 3/5

ROUGH RIDER SECURITY
"~ 34 Plat (Rein), Co L, 3/5

o Bl

Y. D. BOHN
Colonel, U, 3. Marine Corps
Commanding
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SECRET . _ Hq, 5th Merines . -
- o T -, Tagk Force X-Ray -
. 1st Marine Div:.sion (Rein), FMF
Phu Bad, Republic of Vietnam .
lBlOOOH Aprll 1968 ’

Avnex B (Intelligence) to Operatlon Order 5-68 (Opera.hon a f o )

Ref's Eag Maps: Vietnam 1:50,000 4MS Serdes L7014y - Shects 6541 & v, 6542 III.
© (b) III WiF Intelligenoe Estimate 13-67 (KTZ) of 1 August.1967.
{c) Div0 3451.24a, Prooessing, Exploitlng, Evacuating, and ucooun’cing for
.+ . . Detalneess: ..
(d‘) DivO0- 7000e44 1., Rewosrds Fund - '
_ Ee’ g -1st MarDiv Intelligence Stud,y (Phu Bai Base Area.) of 15 Noverbér 1967,
£) Ammex.C (Operations Overley) - .

Tire Zfone: H

‘ MISSION

G Ba.sic Missmr. Keep MSR along Route #L in assi:gried AO open. In oon;)unotion
. with friendly forces protect U.S. and GVN installations, ‘bridges overpasses
‘vehicles,. equipment, supplies.and personnel by destroying threatening enemy
forces in assigned 40. Conduct offensive operatlons in 40 'to 'kill or.cap-
’cure enem,y person.nel and destroy enemy weapons, fhaterial and positions.

[ Purpose of this Estimate. Ello provide m:.ffiocmt intelligenoe information
- 1o plan end prepare to carry out the basic mission.

. ENEMY SITUATION

ae Cheracteristics of 4rea of Operation

o Mititary Geography. The AO. is located in central Thus * Thien Province
. med:.ately Bast of HUE City in Phu Vang Distrlcﬁ.

(a) The large port:.on of the L0 c"nslst of rlcelands which ere cpen
erees of culdivation and seasonally inundatedgfther by irrigetion

or natural flooding. The rice filelds are surrounded by low dikes
.05 tc L0 meters high and 0.3 to 0.6 meters wide. During iLpril

and May the fields are drained in order to hc.rvest the rlce crop.

(v) The arca is 1nterlaced with streams and rivers.. The two main

rivers are the Song Loi Dang located in the Southern portlon of
the 4Q, and the Phat Lac located mainly in the northern a.nd
central porticn of the AO. A . _ o
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(¢) Villages are located throughout the 40 with the major ropulation
along the Phat Lac River.

(d‘) Cover and Concealment is generally ‘gcod along the rivers and in
- the populated arcas but limitéd to rice paddy dikes in the culti-
vated ersase ’

(2) Sumpexy of Enexz;:,y Milit‘amy Situa:fion

(a) Phu Va;ng Dlstr:.ct is the normal o peratlng area of the C~117 and
C=116 Local Force Companys and the K4B Main Force Battalion.
In addition the 802 NVA Battalion and possibly elements of the 804
Batta.lion .are believed to have operated recently in the .0.While
not currently located in the 40 the 4TH NVi. Regimental Headquarter:
" displaced intc the 40 during March for & brief periode. 41l enery
units in the 40 participated.in.the occupation of HUE, and all
suffered some loss in combat effectiveness as a re&ult of the
opereutlon. S L e . o *

(b) @ontacts with eneny elementss up to ba.ttallon size are. possible.
Enery activities however, are likely to consist primarily of .
herassing, delaying, sniping and nining operations, rather
than convéntional defense of the erea or oounter-attacks

(¢) In =ddition tc main and local force units, local village self
' defense cadres - gre present in some villages and hamlets.

(d) BE=zmtensive use of surprise explosive éeviges and mine particularly
in areas with local self defense cadres should be expectede

*,  NSSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION

as Dotermine general attltude fo populatlon in villages and hamlets towards
USMC. operations,

ne’ Debermine location of fords and bridges on waterways in the 404
ce Determine the sultebility of the terrain in th-e:. AO'.f:or enploynent of tanks. .

de Determine location of txralls, roads and other significant features not
listed om stendard maps of the area.

ee Determine the type, extent, and usual methed of employment of mines and sur-
prise explosive devicesy and eneny indicators for such devices.

4o INTELLIGENCE ACQUISITION TASKS

&« Orders to subordinate and attached units.
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(ZL) 2nd Battalion 5th Marlnes wrhh detachments conduot norma.l combat
intelligence within assigned afen. _

(2) Company B,' 1st Bnginésrs b‘e prepared -to provide ivni‘ormatlon on types of
surprise explosive dev:Lces and nines onccuntered in the AO and complete
standard teports ov @ll‘éexplosive devices discovereds: :

be Requests to highei"", a;jé;cfent and supporting units.

(1) CG, Task Foreo X-Rayt “ "

(a)

ey

Provide aefdal observation and sutveillance as reqiesteds
Provide aerial’ imagery of objecti\fe area a;s--réquestedg.,'-

‘Provide information &s obtained of enemy movements within, to and

from the area of operations.

(2) 1st CIT; Provide detachment of CIT for attachment to 2nd Bn, 5th
Ma:clnes. P _ o
Detainees will e handled in socordance with Divo 3161 27, Deteinees will
be initially screened and classified in the field by ITT. After initial
field interroga:tlon, detainées, other than innocent civilians will be
redurned to Regimental POW collection point (lst MP Comparw , Phu Bai).’

de Captured material will be evacuated to the S.2 5th P/L?:minesog-
taken to insure proper tegging of captured material,

Care will be

s> ITEMS OF SPECIAL JI\ITEREST

Ere The following smtes of fortificatmns and enemy strong points were encountel
»d in recent operations in the AO. o

ENEMY GRID - DESCRIPTION -

| . (1) 1917215 60MM Mortar and Small srms Fire
(2)  YDOL6215 - Smedl 4rms Fire
(3) YD923200 | 60MM Morter and Small irms Fire
(4) YD91r6216° " . . ¢ Trenches & Bunkers, Plt ‘size

60MM Mortar positions to rear
(5) YD890200 ‘ 60MM Mortar and amall 4rms Fire
(6) YD923204‘. | Covered fighting hole
(7)-‘ YD957146 | Squad Sized Position
B-i..-'j SECRET
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INEY GRID (cont)
(8). YDOBOLTT. .-

(10) Y¥D955155
(11) YD96TLT2
(12) YD968L3T
(13) 2zDoo0135 (VIC)
(14) YD948191

(15) YD978166
(16) YD94T197

(17) YD951187

(18) YD931182
(19) YD935195
(20) YD943193
(1) 0956157 (VIO)

. ‘

. DESURIRTION (cont)

Automatic Weapons Fire

: Sﬁé{%:&tﬁS Ei?e

60MM Morter Site

Covered fighting hole

Covered fighting hole

60MM Mortar and Automatic Weapons fir«

82MM .end 60MM Mbrtar and Autonmatie.

. Weapons fire

© - Small irms Fire

C0(+) Position, Small Arms, B-40 ~
Rkt, and 60MM Mortar fire ‘l.

Fortified Position, 60MM and B2MM

- Morters, and Small Arms Fire.

Tunnel
Bunker
Fortified treeline

Fortified Graveyard and treellne
Plt sizes

be The following mine and booby trap sites were recently encountered:

MINE INCIDENTS GRID

(1) yDois217
(2) YD9S9LTT
(3) YD965141
(4) YD963LTL
(5) YI957183
(6) YD949188

"ﬁ-1-4

DESCRIPTION .
2/M-26 Grenades with trip wire

2/Chicom Grenades with trip wire
Unidentif ied Device

Unidentified Device

Unidentified Device

Chiocom Grenade with trip wire

SECRET
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MINE INCIDENT GRIDS (cont) DESCRIPTION (cont)

(7) YDO15216 | | 126 Grenade with trip wire
(8) YD905229 Unidentified Device
(9) YD942195 Unidentified Device
(10) YD904227 _ Box Mine, pressure detonated
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Commanding
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1, EFFECTIVE. Above frequencles mnd call signs effectlve L-24 hours.

e D BOHN :
Colonel, U. Se Marine Corps
o Commandlng

DISTRISUTIONs nnex'X (Distribubion) to Opersbion Order 5-60
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SECRET ,

T a,sk rorc“ XRAY

18t Marine Division (Rein), FMF
PHu Baiy Reptblic of Vietnam
181000H 4pr 1968

Lnnex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 5-68 ( )
Time Zones H

CG 1st MerDiv 2

CG TF XRiY 2
18t Bn, 5th Marines 2
2d Dn, 5th Marines 7
3 Bn, 5th Marines 2
. Hq Co, 5th Marines 1
2d Bn, 11%h Marines 4
C4G 3 : 2
18t Force Recon Co 1
1st Bn, 27th Marines 1
1st JVN Div Advisor 2
NN Junk Fleet Ldviscr 1
1st PLAG 1
‘ 5th Merincs 22
. CEO (1)
3'3; 4 /
84 (1)
FSCC (1) |
40 (1)
Gommend Chron (4
S&C Files {42
Total |
v R D BOHN
Colonel, Us S, Marine Corps
Commanding
DISTRIBIH}'IONc. Iimei'X' (mstﬁibnetlon) to Operation Order 5-68
.o Qono o . .. X-‘I SECRE!II
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A

RN PIFTH fIn ® @

TO FIRSP BN FISTH MARINUS
SuCOND BN FIFUH h»iIl‘U“
THIRD BN FIFTH MR

INF CG, TF XRAY
MAG THIRTY SIX
CAG TIRZB
HUS RIV:R SHECURITY GROUP
FIRSE DN TWuNTY SEVENPH M.RINGS
FIRST TK BN
FIRST AMIRAC BN

BT
SECRET

FRAG ORDii 28-68 (BAXT SR GARDEN)

A. FIFI MiR OPO 5-68(BAXIER GARDEN)

FIFTH MaRINES

FIRST B’\T( } FIFTH MARINsS
H&S co} 1/5

COB 1/5

Co M 3/5

SEZCOND BN(-) PIFPH MARINES
H&S co(-) 2/5

CO E 2/5

Co H 2/5

. TASK ORGANIZATIOW

SITUATION:
A, ENEMY: NG CHANGE.
B. PRIENDLY: P

@ () mw FORCES COMPLEF NISSION AND +ITHIRAY FROM SOA.
gzi CO ¢ 1/27 RELIEVES CO M 3/5 OF BALDEAGEE 211200 AMR 68.
3) PP UNITS AND BLEMNPS OF CAG THREE PROVIDG BLOCKS SOUTH OF SOA.
4) . SLEMENTS OF CO A FIRYT TK BN{TANKS AND ONTOS) AWD OF CO B FIRST . AMIRAC
BN DIRKCT SUFPORT. ALL TRK VEH “ILL ASSEM3LS VIC 1/27 CP N MINUS FOUR
IOURS . AND MOVL BY A4l COL 70-2/5 CP TO ARKIVE NLT H MINUS TWO HOURS.
(5) LLEMENTS OF RIVSHC FIVa TAuMIY.ONu OF COMHUZRIVSECGRY BLOCKS EN&MY . .
- BGR:SS NORTH OF SOA ON: Dali TRUY THU,
(6) ALL o'“mn SUF.. ORT NG CHANGE.,

C. ATT *lCﬂ—DETACh.

§1) co C AWD oD 1/27 CHOF FM SECOND 3N PIFLH £.R TO FIRSE BN TWENTY
SIVANIH HiR 211000H APR 68,

) (2) Co-B 1/5 CHOP FM chom) BN FIF'H MAR 70 Fmar BN FIFTH MAR 21100CH .
AFR 68,

(I X X J

... se e
) .
L X L XX 2 J

(X E XY X3
[ X X 2 3
o0

-

. BNCLOSTRE (4)
. SECRET
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SECRET |
(3) €O M 3/5 CHOP T0 FIRST BN PIFTH MR 211200H APR 68.

2. MISSION: OF D-DAY AT H-HQUR FIFTH MARINES £ITACKS SOUTHEAST TO DESTROY
ENEMY FORCBS, POSITIONS, LND MITERIAL IN SOA.

3, EXECUTION:

L. CONCEPT: TWO BNS /AUTAiCK SOUTHELST IN S04 EMPLOYING INTERMEDIATE
BLOCKS .ND SWEEZPS. FRIENDLY N.VAL UNITS BLOCK ENEMY EGRESS NORTH
OF THUY THU B4Y WD SOUTH ON CAU H.I BAY. ELEMENTS OF PIFTH MR
4ND PF AND CAG UNITS BLOCK LNEMY EHGRESS SOUTHWEST .

B. FIRST BN(-) FIFTH MiR: ON D-DiY /T H-HOUR /TT/CK SOUPHEAST IN .
%i ZMPLOYING INTERMEDITEL BLOCKS AND SWEEPS TO DESTROY LNEMY
FORCES

C. SECOND BN(-) FIFTH MiR: ON D-DAY /T H-HOUR ATTiCK SOUTHEAST IN
24 EMPLOYING INTERMIDIZTE BLOCKS .ND SWEEPS TO DESTROY ENBMY FORCES.

D. THIRD BN(-) FIFTH MiR: NO CHAVGS.
E  1/5 XRAY: NO CHLNGE.
F. 2/5 XRAY: NO CHANGE.
G. COORD INST:
(1) D-DAY iND H-HOUR: 211400H LFR 68.
(2) SOA: NE BIRY FM YD901241 ALONG SW SHORE D.M THUY THU TO
: ZD0%0110, S& BIRY FM 2D 030110 iLONG WW SHORE DiM C.LU HAI
. T0 YD971100. SV BDRY FE YD 971100 AL NG 5/ SICKI S0MG DAL
. GLANG/ith - 4/C 16 “UAY Du YD 253195, N BILY FM Y)853195
ALCHG #0027 40 (N901241.
(3) LoD: MY BDRY. Ioas o SIRY,
(4) 484 LIlsse
(4) +b aiaids B4 YDO9BIC6 M UH LLwd TU Y0950195.
() ©h GLAY: Sl YRO44146 Alau@ Slisal 400 wiall TC YDIT4170.
(C) £L iasCy WM YH902130 g UF Il Py YI995140.
(5) PFCLs:  BuiY AN LS.

(6) MiLUol ~CIESS MU CIGECS.

s b TEL LG oo (1)

SuCitdy
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(7) 12 20DT¥s  YDO67234

4y FDMIF-INGs TO CHANGS
e COMMihiC: |
Lo BEG REE A,
B. PULLOJING CHANGES ALY PO AWHSX D U REF A4
(1) UFHaR RGL T C Gkl ADD 1/5 XdaY (G'UA,:.RD);
(2) CiidiGw e WaC »Tm.‘. FREY TO 44579 (1‘:;:-454) VICs 4540 (H=T34),
(3) Uiiad REOT 4.0 WSS o0D 1/5 (GUAKD).
(4) DELLYE RGP TO /27 UNLEH, AWE LR, AUD AWN Lo,
' o (5) Dk FoCOUED D (3) 50.00 (1-666).

(6) ADD 4.2 NMORY DERY COP (VoICs GALL wUld-AGs HISKGY) /D 1050k
FROV BIRY (VOIus Uodi ikt BILL) Fidl 60465 (1:792),

(1) ADY BATY i (VOICS CALL 1 IHCL switd) () 37.5 (6=179).

Co ALL CTIDal PROVIESIUSS BL CUABGA.

A .oo se ese 'y s se
S SR SO S A S
NI TR B T | SICLOSTRE (4)

SERT o SR
(..J.;'JC'_».LAJJ.

DECLASSIFIED



=
B
=3
&

1% ROBIN

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

"‘;:5“: Lo

3
%
&

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

® @

FM: FIFTH MARINES
TO: FIRST BN FIFTH MARINES
SECOND BN FIFTH MARINES

INF: CG TF XRAY
THIRD BN FIFTH MARINES
SECOND BN ELEVENTH MARINGS
FIRST BN TWENTY SSVENTH MARINGS

:m
SECRET

FRAG ORDER 30-68 (BAXTER GARDEN)
A.MMWMW%%@MW%MM

1. SITULTION:

‘ A. ENEMY: INDICATIONS TH.LT ENFOR HIVE REOC VILS CIEIRED BY SWEEP SB
- IN A0 BY FIFTH MLRINES.

B., FRIGENDLY: SFECIAL PIRSFLY WILL BE OPERITING OVER 40. OTHER FRIZNDLY
FORCES NO CH/NGE.

2. MISSION: ©NO CHLNGE
5o BXECUTION:

Ao CONCLET: IWO BNS CONT LTTUCK SE TO PL ru..CH ND HOLD iI TH.T POSIT.
ON OHIER WHEEL 4ND CONDUCT NIGHT MOVE TO NW TO REALCH PL APPLE 4S4P.
BE RELLRED TO CONDUCT DL.LY JITACK NW FROM THAT POSIT TO STREAM WINDING
ALCNG LXIS OF GL YD83,

B. FIRST BN (-) FIFTH MiR:s CONT ATT..CK IN Z4 TO FL FBA4CH, HOLD &7 THAT
-e rOSIT, ON ORDER WHEEL .LND CONDUCT NIGHT MUVE IN 24 BV TO VL AviLd.

C. SECOND BN (-) FIFTH Mil: CONT APTACK IN %4 TC ¥I IBiCH, HOLD AT THAD
PUSIT. OF ORDER WHULL AND CONDUCT NIGHT MUVE IN ZA& W TO L A FLH.

D. COCRD INST:
(1) INCRE4SE RiTE (F MOVE TC RE.LCH PL 15.CH BEFORE D.RK.

(2) ©ST TIME OF NIGHT MOVE W TO COMMENCE 240100H ArR. BNS MiKE

RECCN TO THIS HQ NIT 2321 QOH LiR 48 TO ACTULL TIME TO COMMENCE
NIGHT MOVE,

(3) NO CHINGE TO BUUND/RIES CR Z4'S TO »L iHiCH /ND ON RETURN NIGHT
- MWE TO 1L 4T LB, BUUNDIRIES AND ZA'S TO STRE/M ON GL YD83 TBA.

(4) PLLN OLNS TO REICH 1T A1LE AS CLUSE TC FIRST LIGHT P 24 AFR
...AS }.’cDSSIBLE‘O coo ee

(55.8G K8 T ws-wmz-m BNS, .
ENCLUSURE (5)
SECRET
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