Def. Doc. No. 2959
(Umezu)

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL IOR THE FAR EAST,

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKI Sadao, et al : p ;

- Defendants - l S

TAKEI SEITARO

Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet,
in accordance with the procedure prevailing in my country, 1
hereby depose as follows:

I served as an operatibns stalff officer of the Kwantung
Army from August 1940 to August 19,}5. I state here about the
outbreak of the Pacific War and the relation of the Kwantung

Army to 1it.

1, No formal information came from T3kyd to the Kwantung

Army about the progress of the Japanese-American negotiations
which were under way from summer to autumn of 1941, However,
T used to go up to TOkyd on business, at which times I got
fragmentary news of them, which I reported to the commander-
in-chief and others on my return. Therefore, the Kwantung
Army knew of the tense situation of the negotiations with

the Unitzd States by nows of this kind as well as by informa-
tion in the newspapers.

2., Commander Umezu was very much worried by receipt of
such information, 2nd usad to express to us staff officers
his personal opinion that Japan should not baglin a2 war with
the United States even undur the worst conditions.

3, When I went up to TGkyo on businzss in November 19h1,
I happened to have a talk with Directer of the Soldiers'
Affairs Bureau Tanaka about current conditions. Then I told
him that Commander Umezu was of the opinion that Japan should
not engage in war with the United States in any circumstances,
vhich Tanaka well understood.

i. The Kwantung Army received no intelligence reports
concerning operations plans against the United States or the
decision for war against the United States; much less were
wo ennsulted about those matters.

Woe recoived a notlce from T3kyd by telegram at the
end of Novambor, that Japan was making preparations for war
with the mited Statcs. For the Kwantung Army no new dutiles
were assigncd, hrvever; it was emphasized that the Kwantung
Army should sneecy 117 preserve tranquillilty with the U S S R,

ws first knew of the outbreak of the war on 8 December
by public breadcast on that very morning; the formal ordenr
came after that.

-] -

:
R
')
’
.__‘
:
1
8
4
:
)
o

¢
',[:
%




——gg

Def+. Doc. No. 2959

D¢ After the outbreak of the Pacific War, Commander
Umezu frequently stated to me that it was most unfortunate
that Japan had begun war with the United States.

OATH

In iccordance with'my conséienée I swear to tell the
whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

Takel Seitaro (seal)

On this 2d day of April, 1947
- At Tokyo
Deponent: Takei Seitaro
I, Ikeda Sumihisa, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his

signature and seal thereto in the presence of this witness,

On the same date

At TSI{':}G

Witricss: TIkeda Sumihiss,

ITranslation Certificate

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the Aefense, hereby certify that
I am conversant with the Erzlish anid Japanese languages,
and that the foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, a correct translatfion of ihe oricinal document.

ﬁishi Haruhiko

Tokyd
5 i"-pril 13’—4- :,




