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| From the Pravda, Moscow, Organ of the

T Central Committee of the All-Union
Communist Party (of Bolsheviks),

August 5, 1938,

SenyeTr
CONCERNING THE CONFLICT IN THE REGION OF LAKE

KHASAN,

Yesterday, August L, the Japanese Ambassador in
Moseow, Mr, Shigemitsu, ealled on the People's Commissar
for Foreign Affairs, Comrade Litvinov, and with refer-
ence to the clash in the region of Lake Khasan, declared
that the Japanese Government has the intention of resolv-
ing the "ineident" by peaceful means as a loeal inocident,
Under instructions from his Government the Ambassador
therefore is proposing to terminate military actions by
both sides and to transfer the question to negotiations
through diplomatic channels,.

Comrsde Litvinovy replied that if in reality the

Japanese Government had peaceful intentions then the
sctivities of the Japenese military authorities are not
at all in conformity thereto., The armed ineursion into
Soviet territory and the night attack on the Soviet
frontier post accompanied by the use of artillery could
only ironically be called peaceful motions. The »
"incident" had arisen only as a result of these acti-
vities and had they not oecurred there would have been '
no incident., If the Japanese will terminate the attacks
on Soviet territory and the bombardment thereof and
will recell those remnants of its armed forees which may

s still be on Soviet territory there would then be no

1 reason for the Soviet forces to eontinue its counter

military sctivities and then the Soviet Government will

be prepared to proceed to the diplomatic consideration

of those proposals which the Japanese Government may

wish to make to it. However, the inviolability of the

Soviet frontier estaplished by the Hunchun Agresment

and the map mnnexed thereto must preliminarily be

’ guaranteed.

The Ambassador said thet he had no intention to
renew the dispute eonecerning the frontier and eoncerning
the responsibility of one side or the other, because
there were no eommon views on both sides on that seore.
He recognizes the validity of international: treaties,
but Manchukuo after its separation fesm China has its
own dats, Japan has now seen for the first time the
, map esnnexed to the Hunchun Agreement., It would be

" unreasonable, therefore, to decide the ineident on the
basis of such a map. However, the Japanese Government
is prepared to proeeed to conerete negotiations on the
spot coneerning the treaty and the map, Negotiations |
had already taken plagce previously coneerning the de- 5
lineation of the frontier between Japan and the Soviet :?
Union and an sgreement had been reached concerning the - §
gomposition of mixed commissions, If the question is |

based
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based only on maps then there would have been no reason

te speak of mixed commissions. In the meantime it is,
necessary to speak in a praetical sense coneerning the
termination of military sctivities and of the reestablish-
ment of the $ituation existing prior to July 1l.

To this the People's Commissar declared as follows:
Frontiers between states are defined exclusively by
international agreements and maps and not by the sub-
Jestive opinions or wishes of governments and military
eircles, or by unofficial data, The official documents
produced by the Soviet side have been countered on the
Japanese side by nothing more than a deslaration con-
eerning its desire for a different frontier. The from-
tier between the Soviet Union, Manchukue, snd Korea
can only be that which has been established by agree-
ments and treaties concluded with the Chinese Goverament

and by maps annexed thereto, The occupation of ~amehuris

by Japsn does not give the latter the right to demand
sndslteration of the frontier. In any eveat the

Soviet Government has not agreed and will not agrees

to a re-examinstion of the frontier. It is not our

fault ir Tokyo has not in its possession the treaties

and maps which were in the possession of the Chinese
Government and should be in that of Kgpnehukue, but, if
they sre not savailable in fact then the Ambassador could,
of course, have sasked us to give him copies of these
treaties and maps for exsmination, but the Jajanese srmed
forces had preferred instead the psth of direct action
and had penetrated beyond the line indieated on the

map., The Soviet Govermment does not withdraw its

eonsent to the erestion of mixed commissions under the
definite conditions stated by it. The question then

did mot refer to the establishment of a new frontier but
to the demarcation (the establishment of frontisr signs)
or the re-demarcation of the frontier on the basis of the
existing sgreements and maps., If the Japanese Government
will declare to us clearly its recosnition of the ilunchun
Agreement, then we will be prepared to include in the
work of the mixed commission the frontier indicated
therein, but only for re-demsrcation, There can be no
question of the substitutien of the Humchun Agreement

by arother. In regard to the terminmation of militery
activities, if there will be re-established the situa-
tion existing prior spproximetely to the 20th of July,
that is, prior to the attempts by Japanese forces to
seize the heights of Bezymyannays and subsequently
Zaozernays and if the Manchurisn side will cease attacks
on Soviet territory lyinmg behind the line indicated in
the Hunchun Treaty and the bombardmemt of that terri-
tory, and the remnants of the Japanese forces which may
still remain on that territory will be withdrawn, then
the military activities on the Soviet side will cease,
for they would become without object since we need no
Manchurian territory. The Japanese could have convinced
themselves after the night seizure of the Height of
Zaozernaya that no preparatiens of any kind for offensive
actions had been made there and that even ne fortifiea-
tiens of any kind had been constructed, This, best of

all,
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all, bears withne

all, bears witness to the peacerful imtentiens of the Sevies
side. The Soviet peoples, however, will nmet be reconeiled
to the presence of foreign troops on even a small pilece

of territory which they censider indisputadly theirs,

end will not hesitate before any sacrifices in order to
free it from them. Therefore, as long as the attacks

on Soviet territory and the bombardment thereof con-

tinue or as leng as there is to be found even one Japanese
seldier therson, the Soviet Governms nt must Treserve

to 1tself liberty of action. The Ambassador surely has
understood and will accurately convey te his Govermment
what is required in order to terminate the wmil] tary
setivities. Later on the Japanese Government may

reesive a copy of photestatic copy of the Hunechun Agres-

ment and map and te cemvey apprepriste imstructions te
the authorities on the spet.

The Japanese Ambassador promised te inform his
Government of the cenversatiem. (TACC)

Translation Berti ficate

I, MIURA, Kazuichi, of the Defense, hereby certify that 1

am conversant with the Russian, English and Japsnese languages,
and that the foregoines trenslation is, to the best ol my

knowledge and belief, a correct translation of the original

document,

/s/ K. Mbura

Tokyo
N:By 19 ’ 19&7-




