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" AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT N e

1 0f 5 filled out)

|. GENERAL
SECRET

(a) Unit Reporting  VF=485  (b) Basedonorat  USS SAN JACINIO  (c) Report No. 43

(d) Take off: Date 1 March, 1945 Time (LZT) 1315 (K)  (Zore): Lat 25° 45'N  |ong 129° Q2'E

(e) Mission Strike Amami C Shima, Nasei Shoto (f) Time of Return__ 1635 (K) (Zone)

II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

. | NUMBER ke ot T e e,
VYER IRUABRON 1™ TavihG ENGAGING | ATTACKING i B L e | FUZE, SETTING
OFF ENEMY A/C TARGET CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) | (g)

F6F-5 |VF-45 8 | Nome . & | Nope

1L OTH_E_R U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. - -
TYPE [ SQUADRON NUMBER | BASE TYPE ‘___@QQADR_ON NUMBER BASE

TBM-3 |VT=45 | 9 | USS SAN JACINTO | FéF-5  VF-Q | 16
TBM=-3 (VT=9 | 13 | USS LEXINGTON
SB2C VB-9 | 11 | USS LEXINGTON |

USS LEXINGTON

- - -I-—-—-T—-—I —* -.:—--—‘—l _J

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

(a) | (b) ‘ (c) | (d) | () | | (f) _ | (g)
TYPF NO INO._ ENGAGING | TIME | LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; ‘ CAMOUFLAGE AND
L | OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED | ENCOUNTER | GUNS OBSERVED | MARK ING
| | e B
| | | | ' ‘
| | ZONE) | |
. I ; |
I ' | |
| | | (ZONE) | |
| | | |
|
(ZONE) | | | al
(h) Apparent Ener N\ Mission (s I
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?_ & ' so Describe Clouds X
| | o (YES OR NO) S B (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
{3* of Sun or Moon | . X (k) Visibility X
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) ’ (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
| N AR S 1 S | | "
(3) (b) ) b ROYED OR DAMAGED BY | | (@)
TYP} | ! | | AJILT (C.‘_ NCILE | DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/( SQUADRON | PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED | WHERE HIT, ANGLE . CLAIMED
: | | .
| |
None | . l
%
| P
| |
. | 1
i | |
| | |
T | |
|
| | |
| | | l
| | |
| | |
| |
| 4, |
| |
| - 8
| |
i -
|
__.]'I.,, 8 =
|
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VFP=/5 REPORT No. 43

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in |l only).

(c) (d) (e)
rrreownarc | uteon | ryee E RN Savse | MVSEEATANGE S AT | oive SamanTar et o Greyed
! B B B e e e )
2 ) B T T ) ) B ) -
3 . y BN N "
4 B B - . N S
5 o - s et o NN I B
6 . . 3 e ___ e N .
7 B el L . - - B - B
8 . B o B - B o - -
9 = . . N . o
10 - B - i - ) B
11 ) - . B - - B
12 . B 5 B - B ) en o =
13 T ~ . _ g § o
14 e e, ) ) WL R " e
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
None e = ) S ] N I
R e e ———
~_VIHI. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA 'FOR PLANES RETURNING -
(a) (b) (e} (d) (e) (f) () TOTAL AMMUNIl"“JN EXPENDID R (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL T S RSN S ST ! NO. OF PLANES
A/C | ouT RETURN INAIR ~ | LOADED - CONSUMED _E(_J_____ .50 Mm ¥ MM 3 “RETURNING
FEF-5 | 163 16}_._#3‘1__ 400 | 260 . _--______A'.h rdsr-_-ﬁ. _ L 8
I ' _ . __lper platna DR | L I
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
B CALIBER NONE | MEl\GER | MODERATE | INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 7S mm andover (| . S TN . -
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm - B T - . - X -
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13.2mm T S - L S S

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

No encounter, enemy airborne aircraft
TURNS
DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSEY — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




R 16 V- AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Recasify hen

Shee™3 of 5 | filled out)

v . (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

SECRET REPORT No 43

Xl. ATTACK ON'ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
Barracks areas N and NE of Koniys,

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)__Amami O Shima __(b) Time Over Target(s1450=1500(XK) (Zone)
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)
(¢) Clouds Over Target___2000, Alto- 10ths it e B I
(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target Clear _(e) Visibility__ 10 B
(CLEAR, HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETGC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type X Bomb Sight Used X . ]
(LEVEL, GL:DE OR DIVE) CEYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run X Spacing X Altitude of Bomb Release X
(NUMBER) (FEET) {FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed X Probably Destroyed & Damaged _ X -
(i) : (1 ‘ (m) - (n)
) BIMENSIONS Of R0 A/ QLIRS BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITSOn |  DAMAGE (None, slight
AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
]
2
3
4
>
6
7
8
(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).
(
(p) Were Photographs Taken? Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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SECRET

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ' (Reclassify when

filled out)

. . VF-45 REPORTNo&3

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT
~ Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
i " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
4 “  Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
U%E_? f._‘]f Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircratt

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

PU [ LJH"
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

F‘vﬁwl\z Td’_tlf"g )}‘.pi‘_at

C_nr‘ alment
earchlignts

r\J f']’” Fighter Tactics

Use of Jﬂmmmq

COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of

Bombs Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Detensive Tactics

Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photograpny
Er f'f P(]

———— e

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

e —

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Eight (8) Hellcats were launched from the USS SAN JACINTO at
1315 (K), 1 March, 1945 to escort a strike by dive and torpedo bombers
from the USS SAN JACIN”O and the USS LEXINGTON against Kikai Jima,
Amami Gunto, The planes after rendezvous departed Base at 1240 (K)
and after arriving in the vicinity of the objective were advised by
the strike leader from the USS LEXINGTON that he would bomb the
barracks and administration areas north and northeast of Koniya
Town, Amami O Shima, The flight proceeded ur the east coest of Amami
O Shima dn then around to the north west coast where the bombers from
the USS LEXINGTON attacked two engines after freighters (Sugar Baker
and Sugar Dog - JMST) in coves close to shore, Six liggers nearby

were also hit by USS LEXINGTON planes, at the direction of the strike
leader,

At this time all SAN JACINTO planes (including the TEM!s) were
directed by the strike leader to hit the targets already mentioned
at Koniya Town, Upon arriving at the target, Lt, Forkner, leader
of the first division of fighters from the SAN JACINTO preceded the
VT in a strafing run on the barracks concentration northeast of
Koniva, The altitude of push over was 11,000 feet, recovering =t
about 2,500 feet, The second division of fighters, led by Ly,
Staley escorted the torpedo planes down intheir glide, the VB strafing
as they came down, The runs were made from the northeast and the

retirement was to the southeast, ©OSmoke was arising from the target
area as the planes left the target,

The planes then rendezvoused and returned to Base, pancaking
at 1635 (K)o

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




b ACALY ! AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT Reciassify wher

Za Sheet S of 5 filled out)

SECRET . . VP-L5 REPORT No_43
XI111. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

»

o se additional sheets if necessary) .
ARMAMENT ) U . :
Guns, Gunsights

Turrets . P

Ammunition A1l material and equlpmen't functioned Satisﬁ&Ctouly.
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

"‘1““[| [\ chj Ses

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

L eak Proofing
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT

Parachute

]___.;. Bf’if'.“l, _iFG Rﬁfts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT |

Compasses
Driftsights

f’n\‘ tants
Automatic Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight

™
Power Plant

al il

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

= =¥
‘.-.{- [ .. | ) \'. -_-_:II. 1]
™ )

Ty’ v Flap

| = Ii\{ '-l_ { l !I(_

POWER PLANT

r ﬂr 2S
E'?c_‘] e _-ﬁ‘a

| ”|r . C ‘
Lubricating System
C »
-\": T a T i ¥
[F W T / AT rG
5 4 1 1} _ b |

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

A bilvam Bl

AuxXilitary rFlant
|

B P

L ' l’

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING

MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITlES
H\}I'i s FWH DM
P r’r| F_"l l1t1es

reri*OR T PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:

RANK AND DUTY DATE

S. W, PLAUCHE, Jr., 4(jg), o G, E., SCHECTER, Comdr., USN, . 32=45
v Commandin Officer
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SIGNATURE ACI Officel.




