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& Division of orizin: Navel Analvsis Division

Subject:  Battle.o: SJ“IG“O STRAIT

2

* Personnei interrogated and backzround of eaca:

T 7 f240ar nn the staf? of
Conmender MORE, R@kical, IJN, as Torpedo OF acl Vil b
Vice Admirnl SHINMA, CinC 5tn ﬁleﬂt from ?ch" i
1645, and in this capacity took Uﬂrt in the night actica in
S”LI’i' STRZIT 4N October 1944, e was Cgptajnn2= gesgigyer,
1T SUKI from Decembér 1941 To Au: cust 1942 St;;_ oi litn P
G sk 1040 +a Pabwuarv 1943: Captain of destrorer,
Scrairon from Auvzust 1 2 S0 Februar!? e
QATAK:Z3 from Memeh 1943 to iny 1943; Suudcnd,ﬂNaVﬂl SJhaﬂJM .
College from lf2y 1943 t©o *eorva“v 1064; Staff oL 5 Stha FPlee p Em
areh 1044 to February 19453 Navy nta adcverters from Fearu Iy 1O

Suptemoe lq45o
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“I'mere interviewred: Meiji DudlldinZz, Roon 748

] ~ T"- \

Interro-ator: Lt., Comdr., J.A. Field, JT., [ISH:L
ITnter-pratens t., Comdr, S, "llstein, USKR

Allied O0fficers Present: None

on of thz= Japanese ot

! ==

Conmmander MORI discussas the COTﬁOSAt“ a 5
S *'1 £
Plest in the latter part ox 1944 =2nd its nl nned assiznment in

Fodh _o V& 7
defznse of the shrinking Jzpanese pcr:met ;H ?eélsttt; sggg
of th-ir 2hoxrtive sortie ag “lﬁst Tihe c"ip“l=d Tnited S s

TMleet and of ‘their part in the Rattle of SULIGL] STHAIT, ﬁi; R
interrorasion clarifies the aitherto puzzling OUﬁSblOP o-kf€11n~
:bn~rﬁqblv separate Japanase forces Were pre ant in bﬂa}q;:n;c;,
an? prevides interestin: informatlon on tne qunlluv Ol Japaness

eperotinnal »lanning at tiaat period of the wWir.

e

i

233-1-




b 7 o :‘:J; Sl jli'wwwh“}g ?ﬁ;*ﬂﬁ?!ﬂfﬂéhhmt m

Y _;'_...t_....

.- il el L e T s = el W Y g i L -
% L4 I-f'?:;- -_I|":-l i) '_'_,,‘ ."'_:.u'_"_ i U n.-.'n.lL‘__..u —}1:1___' i - ‘1-”
. . - g 3 e L Bea VLl

¥ Nk N
risds 29 yoabaials

- PRANSCRIPT
. Q. Thst was YO““ duty on tihs Staff of he Sth 2Ee=U7
5 A, I was Torpedo Of icer, 1 Was in charge of towrpedo action.

8 Qe lere y““ on t:o same ship as Admiral SHIVA or were you oOn Drige
i des royer ?1“? ni'i::r? -
. Be T ?“s on ths flest flazship.

, ' O T would ‘like to enow wost the composition of tha 56, Fleet Was,
& whot ships Tormei ths 5th Fleect 1n dctober 1544,
iidals bth_?leeu yas composed as followWs:

P 21st Squadron (first section)
i NACHL (CL)
P ASHIG.RA (CA)

1st Torpedo Squ:dron _

. ABUKUZ (L)
b , '”EIFAEU il (DD)
5 US”IO (DD)
ZREBOND (DD)

" re TAIMA and KISO in this rleet?

B Ao TAME “nd kIS0 b-lonred to this flect before thls action, Ivst
fo this action, *wo of them went to other fle-ts, TAIA 1

At s 7lezt, I do not rem «bJ“ :bout the othere L think iﬁ
i Was 01t OcuobO“ 10ths this 5th Fleet was or Jginally 2 part
g of OZ&?&is fleet, |
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0. Do you mean, for example, it wes port of 0ZATA's flezt 1n the
MARTANAS “ct10n9
o A. This 5%h Mlect was assigned €O the defen5' o the nortaern
of JAPIN-end stationcd al OFIWb” . In Auzust oL 1544 thzy Iere
sttoched to OZATA's flect - to the 1st Hobils Flast, thzt is; not
to th:z 3rd Pleet
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Tas the 16th (cruiscr) Scgvadron cver a part ol
The 156th Scusdron was for & time 2 par gl
& cruiscrs rere attached to the 5th Flecw et short »
% from October 20 to Octobar 24. Just before the STIG20 22TV
g thov wase sen rated Trom tho 5th Slest. '

> 8

N, You left the INLAND Saa on ta- 14th of Octobsw, is that correct?
L. Left the INLAND SiA at midanighv 14-15 October,
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0. -Foxr what purpose did JO” leave the INLAND SZA; what was tho
pPUTPOSE 0: this - soPrule |

To attack Tiic ;gmzlndﬁr of your fle=zt after the DTt 5

205054, also 0 toko carc & Japoncse sunvivors of tha a1y crevs

hich were shot down,
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Wy 3did you not continue, why did you turm -rastwerd to ANAHIeQe

S_..IT'u-* :

' L. "Thon we came down we found your task I~rec very strong SO WL
cnangad course. intending to wateh the development of e g

ese 21r ﬂttﬂck from FO: ‘OSA.
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Orizinally, howcver, had you bcen ‘nfo-med that our fleet was: -
. greatly weakened?

A. Althoush we kmsw the American t-sk force was around we wer:z not
sur:z of the strength and location, we did not know th: exact
strenzth of th: task force.
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On the other hand, Japanese strength was not strong esnough to
face American tagk Borce face to faccy so our mission was to |
find a remnant of American force and center attack on weak point.
We expected that there must be quite a number of damaged vessels
around here, so our intention was to give an attack on those
ships, not {ouching the sound force,

Q. At the time of this sortie, was the 5th Fleet just the 21st

(cruiser) Squadron and the 1st (destroyef) Squadron?

'A. One or two destroyers of this 1st squadron were delayed an

sccaunt of repaifr, one or two destroyers were not there,

Q. However, there were no cruisers on other heavy ships except for

NACHI, ASHIGARA, and ABUKUMA?

A. Those were all the cruisers,that is correct; no battleships,

Q. After your force retired to AMAMI-OiSHIMA,‘What'Was your next

mission?

A. At the time when they left AMAMI~O~SHIMA, the operatlon of

KURITA's fleet was not decided yet; sO the order was for us to
come to BAKO and await further instructions.

Q. Was it intended ot that time that the 5th Fleet should go to

LINGGA and join KURITA's fleet therej was that ever intended?

A. There was not intention like that.

Q. For whose instructions were you to wait at BAKO=-for instructions

from 0ZAWA, TOYODA, or KURIT:® How did your movement depend
on KURITA?

A, Waited for instruction from TOYODA. It did not exactly depend

onn. KURITA's movement but that is one fSctor, Hcadquarters did
not know exactly for what purpose they should use this fleet
because there were chances of joining toO KURITA!'s fleet or to
0ZAWA's fleet or to reinforce the PHILIPPINES by transport of
Army troops from FORMOSA; so We had to waif anyway until TOKYO
Headquarters decided, .

Q. Was it at BAKO that you were joined by the 16th Squédron?

A. 16th Squadron did not join us. They came under commend of the

5th Fleet; buty however, did not join with it in.the actlon.

Q. Where was the 16th Squadron at this time wheri they reported té
your command? .
i. When we were at BAKO, the 16th Squadron was engaged 1n transpspt

of troops into the Central PHILIPFPINES.

Q. Then when you left BAKO what was your mission? -

A, We knew the movement of KURITA's fleet and the order was to

cooperate with KURITA's fleet and attack LEYEE,

Qs You were inhtructed.to'aftack LEYTE; you krew that when they
1eft BLKO? i -
A. Yes, we knew that,

Q. Was it specified when you left BAKO where you should join amd

"" how you should cooperate with KURITA'S fleet?

A, Not to je¢in his fleet, we would not do that, Th= instruction
was to cooperate with KURITA's flcet by coming from the southy
the mission was to suppdrt or cooperate with KURITA's fleet
coming from the soutth§E? it consequently happened that we

cooperated with NISHI s fleety

Q. When you left BAKO did you: know bhat NISHIMURA's fleet was also
intended to approach fromtthe south?

A, I am not quite sure but am inclined to think that NISHIMUR/.'s
movement bccame known after we left BAKO. -
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROG.TIDY OF (COMIANDER MORI, Kokichi, IJN).
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We did not know th: exact coursc of NISEIMURA's flect, but
knew his fleet wovld come o LBYTE on the 25th,

Q. "Then yeu left BAKO did you believ: yau would have to Zorce tis
entranc: te SURIFGAO STRALIT alone, or did you beslieve you would
have thc assistance 9f o"her ships?

Ly We expected to make arpraeach alone until we learned 6I NISII-

¢ MURL's movement, >

0. Could you s:zv just when vou lcarned of NISHIMURA's movemen®Es?
i3 I csnnot very well ramember when we learned of NISZIMU L's
movements, but I remember that when they wer: northwest ol
LINGAYEN we sent airplancs to MiNILA to get information of
NISHIIURA and KURITL's movements, The cirplone had the mission
to get informationy; Dbut before we received th: information
throuzh this alrplane, e raccived the information from some-
where to the south concerning KUnITA's fleet by radio.

0. For this oper-tion did you hold 2ll necessary plans and decumeints-
| comunizotion ploans, opcerction plans, etcs

| A, Te had no decumeats for plans, just knew according to rodie

; messazes; but we had rather thorough documentary plan for tho

| opcration when th: Amcrican. Force comas to the PHILITPINES,

Q. Then you hed the basic overall plan b not the later det-ilced
plan for th: eperation?

A. No;beczuse thls was 2 deviztion from the everall orizinsl plon,

Q

» In ths originsl plan, had yeu expected to form a part of 0ZLWA's
force or did you expect to coopcrate with nim?
’ e In the erizinsl plon SEIML 2nd 0Z4AML worc suppesasd to cooper-te,

y The deviation was that our force did not ceoperate with 0247 but
went dowin to coperate with KURILA, '
0., How long did vou ramain at CODON BAY3; what did you do ticerae?
Ae I 2m not surz but belisvedthat we arrived at CORON before &he
' gusk of the 23rd =2nd left therc ot 2 o'clock of the mornin: oI
the 24th, e rsfucléd therc, and as there was no tanker taere

o 2 ) SRR
we hod %o tolke fuel from cruiscers to dostroycrs.
Q. Did you cxpect to. find & Ctanker there?
A, We did not kxnow tha movemcnt o the tonkers, so really cld not
oxpneet tonker should be there: buv we had thoe fedling that There
mignt be a tanker therca, '

0. Did you reecive any further instructions after the first rodio
messazce you spoke of, ziving o detoiled time, or route; any
furthcy instructions? '

oJe?

Je reccived no Turther instructlions,

. =
u-""‘

. 0. Your purposc in opnroaching through SURIGAL0 STR.LIT was what?
Thet werce you to do wihin you cntercd LEYIE GULF?

A, KURITA's flcot was supposcd to attzck Lfirst and the mission of
our flect was to attack the romoinder after thc confusion of
KURITL's attack, ' ‘ s PO

3. Do you mean the part of KURITA's fleet that he himself r~ommanded
vas to attaclk first, or that NISEIMURA's part of the fleet was to
attack first? | A

A, Our fleet did nat know the liaison between KURITAZ and NISEIMUR.Z,
but we knew the mission: we were supposed.to attack after these
combined forces attackesd LBEYTE,

Q. You a proached then, following NISHIMUR.L, 1s that correct?
A. YGS. j‘" : e = S P
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROGATION OF ( Cwumefuisy MORI, Kokichi, IJN)
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Q. In what ship was Admiral SHIMA embarked?
A, The flag was in NACHI.

Q. When you approached south of NEGROS did you sight Admiral NISHI-
MURA's fleet? Did you travel in company?
A, No, we did not see it.

Q. Did you ever see it during the course of the operation?
‘ A. Even though we did not sight the body of the fleet, we knew
they were at SURIGAO STRAIT by the gun flash, and by that
knew NISHIMURA was  there, -

Qs When you were passing NEGROS did you know how much distance

separated the two forces?
A, I thought NISHUMURA's force was about forth miles ahead.,

s How did you know NISHIMURA'S fleet was ahead of you j when did
you receive precise word so that you knew where he was?

A. I knew when we left CORON that NISHIMURA would go through
SURIGAO at 0100 of the 25th, I think this is the case but 1 am
not positive in my memory.

Q. What time did you expect to go through SURIGAO?

A. The plans were to go through SURIGAO at 0600 in the morning, I
om not sure when; but while passing threugh SULU SEA we changed
this time to 0506 in the morning because we knew KURITA!'s force
had been delayed., We made this change of advancing the time
by one hour in order to give more effective support to NISHIMURA
in view of the deslay to KURITA's force, Then perhaps when south

' of NEGROS, we made the second change to make our entry at 0300
in the morning with the sapye purposey bscause We knew KURITA!s

\ forece took reverse course during the afternoon. NISHIMURA
ought to have received some information from us and NISHIMURA
should have made new time here, However, as NISHIMURA did not
change his own ent®y time, his position would be even worse than
before; so we changed our time to 0300 in the morning to give
him appropriate support. |

What was your speed of advance while passing through SULU SEA?
29 knots. '

Q.

A,

Q. Then when you decided to advance the time, how fast did you go?

A, 22 knots, wanted to make more speed but couldn't do it because
of lack of fuel,

Q. On the 24th while passing'through SULU SEAL and MINDORO SEA,
ware you attacked by our aircraft at all?
A. We received no atta®k at any time,

Q. Did you see any of our aircraft?
A. No., We worried that we would be discovered by your planes but
did not see them.

i Q. I would like to know what type of information you had on the
24th, on the progress of the other forces., You knew Admiral
KURITA was under attack and reversed course for a time, is that
corredt?
A. That was the only information we got about KURITA's movements;
as for the other fleets, we did not know,

Q. You heard no message from Admiral OZAWA concerning the operations
of his carriers?

233 =5-
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Q.

We interceptéd a messaze from 0ZAWA's fleet that he was giving

attack but 'we did not receive that message directly.

Did you have any comrunication with NISHIMURA's force that day?
No information was received = radio silence. I am not sure when
it was overheard but NISHIMURA sent over the telephone that he
was receiving attack by your torpedo boats.

Did you know that Admiral NISHIMURA had been attacked by our
aircraft the morning of the 24th?

We did not receive any information like that and did not know
that, We thought that both NISHIMURLYs fleet and our fleet did
not receivedany air attackson the 24th. We thought NISHIMURA!s
fleet and SHIMA's fleet were progressing without any attacks.

What information did you have of our force inside LEYTE GULF?
What force did you expect to meet when you entered?

I think we received the information from our planes of the re=
sult of the search on the 23rd saying that the force in the IRk
was very formidable, the main body in tha Gulf and some torpedo
poats at the entrance. As to the full details, the information
did not t-11 anything farther.

You then did not know how mapny battleships, cruisers, etc.?
One information told us seven or eight bottlaships an2 one rae-
port said about forty transports in the Gulf.

In your position on the staff of Admiral SHINA you naturally
had access to all the available information, did you not?

Yes, and in this operation 1 was standinz on the bridge all the
time, I think that I saw all information that was received,

The purpose of the 5th Fleet (4dmiral SHIMA) was generally to
attack our ships, is that correct? We had some information
that you were carrying Troops as reinforcecments,

our only purpose was to attack your ships; we were not carryihg
troops. ‘

Would you sketch the disposition of your fleet, the cruising
disposition as well as the attack disposition?

(See Annex A.) In the disposition assumed for entry, two des=-
troyers were kept ahead as lookouts, but it was intended before

making the attack to have them £211 in astern and to have NACHIL
lead the entry into the Gulf, ‘

About what time did you receive the message from NISHIMUR. that
he was under attack by torpedo boata, and what was the location
of SHIMA's force at the time you got the message®

That was at midnight., I think we were about 2§ miles, bearing
030 from CAMIGUIN ISLAND.

Will you tell us briefly in your own words what followed?
From about 2200 we were followed by American torpedo boatss we

did not see them but we heard inter-torpedo boat communications,
the telepnione,

Did you get any information of value from those communications?
We could guess from the communication that your main force was
waiting off PANAON ISLAND, W= were caught in a very heavy storm
after 2400, :

From 2200 you had Bb2acn followéd by our wmotor torpedo boats, 1s
233 b=
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I think your motor torpedo boats followed from perhaps 2000 but
5200 was the actual interception of the messages.

But you did not hear fronm NISHIMURA until 2400 tiiat he was belng
attacked, is that correct? _

I think that is about right,

Was your force attaced by motor torpedo boats? If so, when?

AEUKUMA was attacked by motor torpedo boats about 0300 on t.e
25%th,

%hortly after midnight you passed through a storm?
es.,

At what speed were you then travelling? ,
We were doing 22 knots, we were in the approach disposition,

When did you begin to see the f1ash of gunfire from NISHIMURA
that you spoke of earlier?

I am not sure about the time, think about 0100,

What happened or what did you see from your force between the
time you left this storm and 0300 when you were attacked by
torpedo boats; did anything of importance occur?

We proceeded peacefully without any attacks.,

Did you receive any further information from NISHIMURA?

We overheard the telephone sent by NISHIMURA to his fleet to
reverse course to avoid torpedo attack and take evasive action,
that was the last messsge we had from him; I do not know whether
or not it was destroyers or torpedo boats,

Do you remember whether this telephone came before ABUKUMA had
been attacked by torpedo boats or afterwards?
. Before the attack, |

This was an instruction from NISHIMURA to SHIMA to reverse, or
merely to his own force?

No, it was his own force.

So you continued your approach, is that correct?

We proceeded regardless §f this conversation and heard nothing
- Turther.

ihat was their action after that, what did their force do,
what harpenéd to them? -

(Sce.dnnex() The tide was running north so we were set too close
to PANAON ISLAND so we had to change course to the eastward;

so we changed course by turn movement to the eastward and agailn
resumed our original course, and then those two destroyers which
had been in fromt fell in astern of the dispositioh; and right
after taking the northerly course ABUKUMA received an attack from
the port side, I remember it was about 0315.

Did you sae the torpedo boats or fire on them?
We knew by seeing the machine gunson the torpedo boat,

Did this attack damage ABUKUMA, any hits?

The wireless room wnich was under the bridge structurc was hit
ard water came in and the crew in this room were all killed, and
those above that room were suffocated by gas, She was down at the
bow, reduced to about ten knots, about 30 were killed,

233 =iy
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Q.
A,

A,

r What did the remainder of the dispositon do at this time; did

they continue?

The remainder of the fleet went on leaving ABUKUMA behind with

no escort. On a course of 0100 after the attack, we increased
speed to 26 knots ond very frequently received torpedo boat
attacks from the vicinity of PANAGN. ISLAND, but no damage Was
done. Later we changaed course to 000°, Although the rain stopp-
ed, we could not determine our position, poor visibility, and
then we sighted two fires. It was about 0330 when we Saw two
fires, two ships burning, very big ships, about 0330, We saw

also a very dense smoke screen, Wwe sighted on either side of
nese burning ships smoke screens 1aid by American ships.

Lt what range were these burning ships at the time of sighting?
When we first saw that fire, I judged it was about 20,000 meters
from their position. Although we knew they were Japanese VC5S-
els on fire we did not bother with them, just progressed. #When
we came to that place the smoke screen was Vely dense, as &X-
plained before, and the Japanese radar on those ships were not
working effectively for searchj they could detect no fmerican
ships on the radar, We knew however Lmerican forces were there
pecause of the smoke screen and 1 judged from the situation that
the American force was behind the smoke attacking NISHIMURL'S |

force,

Could you see other ships of NISHIMURA's force besides the two
which were burning? Did you know where they were?

We knew that other part of the NISHIMURA!s fleet was there be-
hind the smoke; there were flashes from gunfire and we saw the
trail of the shells, but we could not sce the body of the
vessels.

You passed those burning ships and went on?

Yes, the cruisers swung to the right and fired their torpedoes
and the dzstroyers advanced to deliver their torpedo attaci.

The intention was to have the cruisers change course in column
and fall in astern of the destroyers which would in turn conduct
their torpedo attack, When we reached thepoint for the cruisers
to make their torpedo attack, we saw another ship afire., Later
we found out that this was MOGLMI.

Eid you know which wsre the two burning ships when you passed
hem?

We thought it was two battleships, put when we arrived at MAN-
TLA we heard that it was one battleshilp (YAMASHIRO) and three
destroyers close togcther jnstead of two battleships. About
0420 the radar picked up a convoy, a group of American ships,
put there was no more definite information than that. At that
time we received no other information, soO intended to centcr
attack on that group. ney ordered the destroyers to conduct

attack, the cruisers turned and delivered their torpedo attzck

and then ordered-destroyers to make thelir attack,

What rangec were these American ships? How far?

About 12 kilometers, we thought at first that MOGAMI which was
burning was stopped, but evidently it was not stopped but on a
southwzrd course; and aftcr delivering the torpedo attack,NACHI,
which was turning away, collided with MOGAMI on converging cour=-
se about 10 degrees, We were all concentrating on the attack,
so did not know the course of the MOGAMI until they collided,
Although, we thought it was dead in the water, it was moving
slightly and we simply over-ecstimated our own speed, and the
MOGAMI was moving faster than we thought perhaps about eight
knots, and in spite of hard rudder Wwe collided. 1t was un-
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avoidable; after all, her rudder was useless~- MOGAMI did not
have steering control, h -
NACHI's speed was forced to 1ower to 18 knots as a result of the
collision., ASHIGARA turned safely outside MOGAMI and fell in
astern, The original intention was that NACHI would fall in
sstern of the destroyers but it was neceasaly to investigate
damage, so we took southward course for about 10 minutes, We
went south and then turned north again, The destroyers went to
full speed of about 30 knots and closed further., At this time
NACHI could not make any moére than 20 knots which was insufficient
% te make the attack, and also by the smoke screen we could not
guess exact position el your force j SO Admiral SHIMA ordercd
to stop further attack of these cruisers at this time, called
back destroyers, discontinuing the attack,

Q. Did the destroyers fire their torpedoés?
A. Destroyers made aprro=ach for about 30 minutes but they did not
see the American force at all, '

0, For 30 minutes after the cruiser attack the destroyers closed?

L, After 0420 they made approach for 30 minutes at 30 knotw but
they did not fire any torpedoes because still hadn't picked up
anything on the radar.

Q, It was the cruilsers who picked up the American convoy on the
radar?

A, Yes, the NACHI's radar caught thc group., The first destroycr
SHTRANUI and destroyers closed until they could see HIBUSAN
ISIL4AND,

0, But thc destroyers did not see our ships?

A. No, and they fired no torpedoes; at about 0500 Admiral SHIMA
gave order to retire and recalled his destroyers. A little
after that we saw one destroyer taking southward course and it
was later known that it was one of NISHIMIRA's flect, Knowlng
that Americap torpedo boats were near PANAON ISIAND, we took a
course close to the northern tip of MINDANAO., We received a
torpedo attack agaln and also received machine gun fire from the
torpedo boats and I believe that one American torpedo boat was
sunk and one set on fire; that attack was repelled by machine
guns. and also anti-alrgraft. guns.~

Q. Was that the last attack you had by ow ships and torpedo boats?
What time was that?

A. I think it was a little before 0600; 1t was the last attaclk.

Q. What course did you take to retiref?
A. Our fleet met the ABUKUMA and MOGAMI and we proceeded together,
Wnen we encountered them, ABUKUMA was still headed north follow-
ing original instructions to attack, but at reduced speed, We
assigned one destroyer each to escort MOGAMI and ABUKUMA, While
‘we were assembling all the ships,we received the first air attack,
We saw the airplanes but the attack was not severe at all, and

I do not think there was any damage, At 0900 we recelved the
gceond attack, We were still trying to assemble the convoy and
then the MOGAMI recéived a bomb hit, NACHI and LSHIGARA with

two destroyers went ahead taking westward course leaving other
ships with one destroyer, and ABUKUMA was ordered to proceed 1into
BUTUAN BALY and effect repairs, MOGAMI received very heavy dame
age in that air attack, and while the main foree was south of
BOHOL, we decided to abandon MOGAMI and began to shift personnel
of f MOGAMI to the destroyer, perhaps the name of the destroyer
was AKEBONO, and one hour later 1 believe MOGAMI sank, -
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We lost sight of that destroyer which was part of NISHIMURA's
fleet, we did not sight it againj but it was later learned 1t
had gone to BRUNEI BAY, That destroyer was the only surviving
ship of NISHIMURA's fleet, When the order was e¢iven for the
ABUKUMA to go to BUTUAN BAY we knew it was not a suitable place
for repairing, so we sent a second order to go to DAPITAN BAY
for repatrs. However she sank later that day after receiving
further damage from air attack, NACHI and ASHIGARA with two
destroyers continued westward and returned to CORON BALY, The

‘ destroyer squadron commander was ehanged from the ABUKUMA to
the SHIRPLNUI B |
. Q. Did the two destroyers that were sent to be with MOGAMI and

ARUKUMA later return to CORON BAYY?

A, The destroyer accompanying MOGLMI after they shifted personnel,
this destroyer went to CORON BAY; the destroyer that accompanied
ABUKUMA , this destroyer rescued personmel of f ABUKUMA when she
sank and proceeded to CORON BAY.

Q. Did your group recelive ajy more air attacks after thls time?

A. The maip body of our fleet received the attack by carrier planes,
which was about 70 carrier-based planes at about 124 Ej it was
about 1500 in the afternoon, a

Q. What damage was done in that attack?
A, No damage, but we destroyed about ten planes,

Qs That was the 1ast-attack?

A, Yes,
: Q. Your force was not at any time attacked by B~24's (Four=-engine
bombers)?
A, I thought I saw about 2@ big planes come close to the body, but
: did not attack,

Q. Were they goirng morthwest? .

A, I do not know, The only damage from all attacks on the 25th
was to SHIRANUI, by machine guns; but very light damage, At
dawvm of tne $6th the deatroyers received a bombing attack but
no damage, = do iot know what kind of planes,

Q. During the action in SURIGAO STRAIT, what rcports did Admirzal
- SHIMA sendy what reports and whei. and to whom?
A. About 0500 on the 25th, we sent message to KR ITA's fleet and
also to TOKYO and probably to MANILA that we were going to re=-
versg our course, ' '

Q. In thls message did you give any detgils of what you had seen
during the nlght?

A, The message contained just our movement,

Q, Did it give reasons for your movements?

A, It gave the reason saying that after the collision the speed got
- very slow to make the attack and that we were going to take re-
¥, " verse course and later renew the attack, but no mention was made
v ~ of when it would be renewed, |

‘Qe. Did you not include any information on NISHIMURA's force which
might have Been valuali€ to KURITA?
-A..We thought that NISI/MURA's fleet had sent thelr own message to
KURITA, so we did ruot sepd any detalls, We would not know about
- that message kegavse we didn't have that wave length; the pree-
- vious plans did not a)low for that wave lepgth. The arrange- -
‘ment was not made for ssmpwjcation between SHIMA's and KURITA's

- force, therefore wa,gﬁﬁfﬂ“?“n overhear message sent by NISHINURA.
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0. However you said earlier that you had heard NISHIMURA tele=-

phone, saying to avold torpedo attack, |
A, Not being a wireless officer I am not sure, but I believe
it was a telephore message.

Q, Did they have a telephone for shor®-wave communication between
ships, did you have such a telephone and were all ships on the
same wave length?

A, A1l ships have the telephone for the near communication and 1if
the telephone of NISHIMURA'!'s fleet was fixed to a certain leng-

s th we could have overheard, I believe th~t is why we received

that message,

Q. Do you know roughly what the frequency for close communication
was?
A, No,

Q. When you heard our torpedo boat telephone messages, Wwas it due
to the fact they had a special telephone watch-or because by

- chance we were on the same wave length?

A, It was intentional,

Q. What was the effective range of your tofpeﬂoes?
A, With high=speed setting on torpedoes the effective maximum
range would be 20,000 meters, | |

Qe What speed setting did you use that night?
A, 48 knots, high speed.

Q. Was the speed setting of torpedoes the same in all ships or do
you speak just of the flagship?

A, Among our destroyerg; that speed is only applicable to the new
large type, the KASUMI and SHIRANAHI.

é. Did you send out a signal to all ships regarding setting and
speed of torpedoes or did every ship decide for 1tself?
A, I did that, |

Q. When you made this torpedo attack, why did you send the cruisers
first and then the destroyers?

A, In night battle this is the most effective formation; also 1t 1is
the tradition for the Japanese Navy that the Commander should be
in the leading position, That is why we used this formation,

Q. What was your professional opinion, as Torpedo Officer of the
attacks by our torpedo boats? Were they effective?
A. I cannot give you a definite opinion because I did not know where

‘the attack ~am@s from, NACHI did nont receive any torpedo attack;
I do not have an opinion,

Q. We are puzzled by the fact that there should have been two
: separate forces, SHIMA!s force and NISHIMURA's force, sent to the
same place at the same time to do the same thing, and yet be
§ entirely independent as far as their command is concerned,
would like to know whether or not such cooperative efforts were
usual or frequent in Japanese practice ~ whether or not you think
it best to unite two such forces under one command?

A, I think it is not right this way and it is necessary to have one
commander on such occasions; but, as explained before, we could
not make arrangements beforehand so SHIMA's fleet decided to get
as close as possible t» NISHIMURZ, but it could not be carried

out very effectively because of fuel shortage,
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On’ the 27th the SHIRANAHI went to PANAY to assist in the res-
cue of personnel of the KINU and was there sunk by & rcraft
attack., The other skips proceeded to MANILA subsequently.
NACHI and the destroyer LKEBONO were later sunk of £ MANILAjS
the others returned to BRUNEI and then to CAMRAHN BAY,

Was it your forece that bombarded MINDORO on night of 26th

Novembér?
Deséroyers and cruisers which were part of the 5th Fleet

bombed there , but I did not participate in the attack. That
sttack was made by OYODO, ASHIGARA and 4 or 5 destroyers. The
~ttack was conducted by commander of the destroyer squadron;
the headquarters of the Fleet remained at SAIGON,

Concerning the operation in the PHILIPPINES in Octnber, what

d5 you think was the main reason for Japanese failure?

The lack of efficient air forece, inefficiency 1in alrcraft search,
shar tage of fuel, the strength of your force against which we -
wére not strong enough and could not give any substantial attack;
for the purpose of defense work our force was divided and we
could not concentrate or assemble the defense very well,
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U.S. STRATEGIC BOiBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTiLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERTIOGATION NO. (USSES 233) (Supplement) |
NAV. NO,

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
Subject: Battle of SURIGAO STRAIT. | _ .

personnel interrogated: Com:ander MORI, Kokechi, I.J.N. ~

' The attached chart supplements Interrogation Noe. USSBS 233
(Nav., No. 58) and should be inserted as Annex C.,

ENCLOSURE
Annex C-Track of 5th Fleet - SURIGAQ STDAIT.
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