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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

tince from the year 1930 Shenghai College requires every
senior to write a thesis before greaduation, a socioloéical
gtucdy of Chen Chia Tsong came to my mind. I have seversl
reesons for taking thls kind of topic for my thesis.

First, I was born in a rursel district. My early contact
was lergely with fermers. Of course, it 1s now better for me
to write on this kina of topic as my experience directs me.

Secondly, this kind of toplc gives me a good chance to do
some fleld work. Villege 1ife is very 1little known to our
Chincse as well as to foreigners. The asmount of imformstion
about villages is very mesager.

Thirily, I sm very much Iinterested to know about Chinese
Villaeges &s they are now in process of change owing to tre
influence of western lndustrialization and civilization.
Because of these influences the village manners and customs
heve been considerably affected, and many villagers are in on
unsettled ccndition.

Fourthly, I know that if I take thls topic for my thesis,
I can collect my data with not much difficulty since I person-
ally know &ll the people ir Chen Chis Tsong well. The people
will think thet my work 1s of no harm to them.

Finally, Chen Chia Tsong 1s chosen as my topic because its
size 1s not great and its organization is not complex. I can

write it up within my limitea time.



The dets were ccllected during the summer time in the year
1930. It wes written witb hcpe that 1t will arouse the inter-
est of more people to undertake similiar studies in their own
localities. But it is to be remembered that this article is
rather s gereral study of this given rural village, largely
emphasing its population fectors. It will be WSa-ijfor some -
body else to gc Iinto a deeper study, covering more phaces of
Chincse Village 1life.

It 1s very cssential for us to read ss many books as
poeslble on our chosen subject before we go to our field work.
Before going to my study, I read some books, such as "Village
and Town Life in China," by Leonz and Teso; "Country Lifs in
South Chins," by frof. Kulr X ; end "Problems in Chinese Fopu-
letion," by Frof. Hsu, of Yenching University; "kural Sociology
in China," by Catao Yang, and "Tke Composition and Growth of
Rurel Populetion Groups in China," by Chiso and Buck, of Nenking
University. These books and articles gave me great help regard-
ing methods of meaking & study like this.

Lata as to regional situation, health, economic conditions
end village education were secured through my personal observa-
tions with the village folks, my personal otservations, and my
rast experience and knowledge of this vlllage. hkegarding popu-

lation factors, two schecdules were used.

A
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POPULATION SCHELULE $A)
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POPULATION SCHEDULE (B)
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Note:

1. Members of the family in relstionship to the head in-
clucdes such as wife, son, dsughtr, grandperents, peaerents,
brothers, niece, grandson, etc., when they live and esat toge-~
ther. It also incluces married male members who return once
or more curing the year.

2. The birth in relationship to the head ircludes son,
c¢eughter, nerhew, nilece, grencdson, etc.

3. Still births are excluded.

RPeslices these two schecdules, some onther cquestions on roru-
latiecn werc assked such as occupstional compesition, marital

cerrosition, end economlice comrositien.



CHAPT:ER 1II
THE GLEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION

Chen Chla Tsong is locetecd iIn the northern part of Sisc
Gyl thien, about forty 1li from Wusih in south, and twelve 1%
from Kiengyln in north. You may take & launch from Wusih st
ten o'clock in the morning to Siao Gyi, srriving at two
o'clock in the afternoon. After arriving at Siao Gyi, ycu
mey call a wheel-barrow or a sedan cheir directly to Chen
Chie Tsones. Tf you tnke & wheel-barrow, it will cost you &t
mest thirty cents. If you take seden chair, 1t will cost you
sixty certs. If you welk to that village, it will tske you
twenty minutes. It 1< ¢bout cne mile and & hsalf from Siao Gyi
to Cren Chile Tsong.

After seelng Chen Chie Tsong, you would think that it is a
tyrical rural area. Almost &ll the people who live there are
farmers. Agriculture is the main occupation. Those farmers
sre for the most part very sincere and simple-minded peovle.

Surrose you wear & foreign dress, when you make your visit
to that village. Every person will go out from his or her
home and look at you. PBEesides this, he or she would ssay,
"Look, a foreigner'!" Perscnally, I know most people in Chen

Chia Tsong never see any foreigner or a Chinese who wears

forelen dress.

\


















Historicel Background

There is no such thing as & villege history. By this, I
mean it 1s very hard when we try to get some written records
that refer to a rarticular village. The thing you can deo is
to go to some aged peorle who really know something of the
viliage ir past. They aré the historians of their village.

Interviewing some aged pecople in Chen Chia Tsong, 1 got
e very pererel view of the above-mentioned village in the
past. Formerly, Chen Chia Tsong was called Chu Chen Tseng.
It was so called Chu Chen Tseng because "the Chu family"
firet came and founded this village. There were more peorle
in this village named Chu at that time. Since the incresase
of population in'"the Chen family" was more rapid, the Chen
femlly beceme dominant in the villege & few hundred years
efter. Beceause of this, Chu Chen Tseng was changed in Chen
Chie Tsong.

There sre now 31 families named Chen, 12 families named
Chu, 2 families named Wang, sand 1 femily named I\ . It has
been about 200 years since'the Wang family" moved into this
village. Durins the past 200 years, there was no any increase
of population in Weng family. The LW, family moved into this
village very recently, in 1829.

The Chen and Chu families get along very well. If there
1s some dispute between the Chen family and some family out-
side of the village,vthe Chu family comes to their help. If
there 1s snything which has to do with the whole village,



such as raising fish in some ponds and forbidding to raise
ducks, both the Chen femily and the Chu family come together
for discussion before the act is enforced.

It 1is very common for a person nemed Chen to marry & person
nemed Chu in the same village. In this generation, there have
been six persons from the Chu femily to marry persons from the
Chen femily. But it 1s & very rare phenomenon for a person to
marry another with the same surname. It seems taboo for Mr.
Chen to marry Miss Chen, especially those two persons who live
in the came village. If Mr. Chen merries Miss Chen, Miss Chen
must sdort her mother's surneme.

There 1s not much relationshir between the Chen family and
the Chu femily with the Wang family. It 1s because those two
femillies nemed Wang belcng to the Koman Catholic Church. They
teke no activity in the villege. They sre considered as out-
casts. The new comers nemed L@l get alonez with all tre cther
fanilies all right and follow tkhe vractices which the cther

families have established.



CHAPTER III
INTHODUCTION OF POPULATION

The question whether China 1s overpopulated or underporulated
brings a great dispute among many peoplz who are interested in
the Chinese population problems. There are people who believe
that Chine is overpopulated and they say, "All the phases of
economic pressure are the phenomena of overpopulation. In order.
to solve various problems of economic pressure, the control of
growth of Chinese populstion must be advocated." There are
people who believe that China is underpopulated, and they say,
"In order to avoid the dangers of declining birth rate, Chinese
populstion must bz increased."

All that they say is based on their opinions rather than on
the facts. What 1s the total population in China, -
300,000,000 or 400,000,0007? It 1s a mystery, since there are
.no accurate statistics. From our own personal experience, esti-
metes are not reliable since most reople have no notion of
figures. Suppose you go to some village, and ask a person, "How
many families are there in your village?" He may answer you
this: "About one hundred." Looking at the size of the village,
you think it 1s a very large village, and it must have more than
one hgndred families. Now you suggest a number to him and say,
"Mr. So-and-So, I think there must be more than 120 families."
Bexzinning your irvestigation, you may find that there are only

115 families in that village. The same situation was met when
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I tried to make a study of Chen Chla Tsone. I asked some of
the villagers about the size of population in Chen Chia Tsong.
They told me that there were about 200 peorle. Beginning my
1nvés£1gation, I found that there were 227 people, includine
both mﬁles and females, in 1930.

Regarding the birth rate and death rate in Chinese popula-
tion, I am very doubtful whether the birth rate is 30 per 1000,
and the death rete is 25Ato 30, as Prof. Lednard S. Hsu, of
Yenching University, thinks. I sm not convinced by all the
fleures gotten by observers such as Prof. J. L. Buck, Prof.

D. H. Kulp 1I, Prof. Malone and Prof. Taylor, from their

studies indifferent parts of China on birth rate and death rste.
The social conditions whick affect birth rate and death rate

are different in different localities. OSursly, the birth rsate
end death rate of a certaln locaslity can not reprezent the birth
rete and death rate of the whole Chinese population. Resides
this, it is very herd for the investigator to get all the facts.
Omissions in records of births and deaths are very common, since
the reopls see no importence in the births or desths of small
babies. Ignorance, superstition, and misunderstanding keep the
Investigator far away from getting the facts. Before going to
collecting statistical data on population in Chen Chia Tsongz,

I felt pretty sure that I could get all the deaths and the births
since I personally know all the persons in the villege well.

But I when I checked my data the second time, three more cases
of deaths were found.

The total populestion in Chen Chia Tsong was 227. The
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cmission of three deaths among 227 population makes & very
great difference in the death rate of a populetion.

The word "death" is almost forbidden to mention in some
localities, since death is s very unlucky happening to a
family. One year ego, two students end I rroﬁ Shanghai Col~-
lege,made a study 1n & certain factory ares. We three happened
to have a talk with & foremen in his home regarding the living
conditions of laborers in Yangtsepoo district. When we were in
talking, his wife suddenly interrurted our talk. At the end,
we found that it was because his fether had died very recently.
A person shoulc telk less and have a very ssd and sorrowful
face when some member of his famlily has dled. Under the cir-
cumstance such as this, how is 1t possible to get all the
deeths reported?

Cifficulties, surely, the investigators must face. But
remember thet we, the investigators, should not be discoursged
even when we are in some criticel situation. All the studies
made by careful indivicuals give more or less light upon the
problems of Chinese porulation even though their dats asre not
throughly reliable and typical.

Fegarding my study of porulation in Chen Chis Tsong, I wish
to call attentioa tc the fact that the population of Chen Chia
Tsong is small, end there may be aprarent dﬁ;ﬁfwwq%, when one
tries to compare my figures of deeths and births in Chen Chis
Tsong with some other figures whichk rerresent a larger ropula-
tion. This article Just shows what was sctvrally founc in Chen

Chis Tsong porulation problems.
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CHAPTER IV

THE COMPOSITION OF POPULATION

"All the diverse elements whiclk combine to make & community
distinctive are summed in the phrase, 'composition of the
porulation.' The composition varies with gech typre of community;
a manufacturing community has a different comrosition from a
commercisl communlty, and they are both different from an agri-
cultural community. Smell towns differ rsther markedly from
cities and from the open country, and cities differ considerably
from each oth3r in the composition of their populsations. If we
are to understand the social and economic rroblems of any com-
munity, we must know the composition of its population.”

( Warren S. Thompson, Pepulatior Problems, P. 51 )
l. Sex Compositien

- By sex ratie, we mean the member of males in comparisen
with 100 females. There wes a total of 227 populatien including
123 males ané 104 females in Chen Chia Tsong. The sex ratie in
Chen Chia Tsong was 118 td 100. In other words, the males
formed 54 percent of total porulation, and the females 45.8 per-
cent. Oome other studies have been made by some other observers,
such as the following: .

l. A study of Phenix Village in Kwangtung by Prof. Kulp II.
He found that the males formed $a percent of 650 population, and
the females formed 48 percent. The sex ratio was 108.3.

2. A study of 102 farm families near Wuhu by Prof. J. L. Bucke.:

He found theat the males formed 55.2 percent of 547 populatien,
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and the females formed 44.8 percent. The sex ratio was 123.3. ,

3. £ study of 240 villages in eastern and northern part of
Chira by Professors J. B. Taylor &nd C. BR. Malone. They found
that the sex ratio was 110.

Obviously, there #ere more males than fersales in the above
studies. This abnormal ratio of the sexes affect social and
economic problems. If in a country there are more males than
females, many males will have no chence to marry. Mcreover,
the birth rate is more or less affected by the sex ratio of a
ropulation. If more females 1r a certain locality are married,
there will be a higher birth rate. There is no doubt that many
other problems such as sex morality and death rate are consid-
erably affected by thes fact.

Since Chen Chia Tsong has a higher rercentage of msles,
many socisl and eccnomic problems have been created. For
instance, the sex morsality has been very loose during the
past few years. To commit sexual sin 1s very common among wid-
owers and widows, and sometimes the wives. Because two wémen
committed adultery two years ago, they were slmost beaten to
death by their husbands.

Therc are many good reasons, I think, why Chen Chla Tsong
has a large percentage of males.

First of all, we Chirese especially the 1illiterate farmers
aave an unfavorable attitude towaré girls. "A girl beby means
some other family name." This kind of unfavorable attitude is

deeply rooted ir Chines2 minds, end has surely affected the
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death rate of females. 1In a study of 4,000 patients averaging
32.7 years of age with 12.3 yesrs eCter their marrisge, Dr.
Lennox, of Peiping Union Medical College, found that the infant
mortelity of males was 158 per 1,000, and females, 203.(See
China Jurnal cf Science snd Arts, Vol.II, No. 5). Because they
are females, they will receive less care from parents. This
brings higher infant mortality of femeles. Another report was
made In 1€19 by the Police Station of Pelping rezarding the death
rete of male: end females in Peiping. According to the report,
the death rete of males in Peiping 21.6 per 1,000 snd femsles,
33.2.

Ir. the second pldce, a conciderable numbher ~f &' ~wars in
thls vil]agé have not remarried, largely because of eéonomic
rressure. You may understend what I scy if you r244 the meritsl
condltiocns of Chen Chia Tsong.

In thc\third place, wren a girl comes to certain age, let
me say taventy, $he must marry. Girls less frequently remain

unmerried thean boys.

' 2. Age Comrosition

"The age composition of a porulation mey not appear, at
first slsnce, to be much of irportance. Every porulation has
people of all ages in it, of course, but the fact that the
rrorortions in the different age group—~~qko 4, 5 to 9, etc.~~
differ greatly from one¢ population to another irtroduces a host
of complicetions into the study of each population". (*arren S.

Thompson, Population Problems, p. 56).



So far as we understand, the differences in sge from

one ropulatien to another help us to explain many other difference:
many

suchf# as birth rate,death rate, average income, andjothers.
¥When a natinon has younger population than other natlons, the.
former should Me¥Xdade¥hn/ have lower death rate, other things

being equal. And when a natisn has a smaller proportien of able-

bodied men and women, othef things being equal, should have a
lewer average income smong her laborlng classes,andshould have

fewer depddendents amotide aged. When & nstion has younger po-

pulation of femmles than other nations, andthings being ¥
eqasl, the former should have a higher birth rate. Futhermore,
statement of ages helpsa nation to promote her education. The

followgang tables gX¥¢ af give a general 1dea of age composi-~
tion of 227 persons,the total population in Chen Chia Tsong.

(5%% x@w}
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Se Maritel Conditions

It seems to some persons such as to Prof. Leonsrd Shihlien
Hsu that abeout 60 per cent of Chinese population are marriageable,

50 per cent are married and less than 10 per cent of the marriages
able population have never been married. Whetler this is true or
not, nobody knows, because we have no statistical record. 1In
Chen Chie Tsong, only 55 per cent of 227 population ére marriage-
atle, 35 percent of the marriageable Population are married, and
8 rercent of the total pepulation gre bachelers and spinsters whe
are marriageable. The following table shows the marital comhosi-
tion in Chen Chia Tsong.

Table 3. Merital condition of 227 people in Chen Chia Tsong

Males Percentages Females Percentages
l. Single.ciecece. 51.2 l. Single cea0sv.. 51.0
2. Married ....... 32.E 2. married ....... 39.4
3. Widowed ..ievee 1.8 S. Widowed .ceccee 9.6
4. Civorced ...... 0.8 4. Divorced ..esee 0.6

"The number of marriages cen be stated in terms of the
marriageable persons, which may approximately be taken as the
number of 1l& yesrs and over, who are bachelors, sninsters, wi-
dows, or divoeced.” [Sir Arthur Newsholme, The Flements of Vi-

tel Stetistics, p. 64)

4. Composition of the Family
"The farm femily in China, generally spesking, is of the
Leree family type; that is, in adaition to the marriage group
comrosed of the male head, his wife, and their children, there
are other relatives of the male head who live and eat in his

household. Such relatives are his mother, brothers, married



sons &nd their wives and children, and many others, composing
in a1l e possibility of thirty-two vsrious relatlonshirs.

"Besides these, there are other relatives who do not live
in the household,

but who may be termed members of the 'Economic
family' because they share the family budget." (J. L. Buck,
Chinese Farm Economy, p.317).

The composition of family in Che@ Chia Tsong may be shown

by the following table. Tahle ’ Composition of 46 families

Members of the femily Total number of {%am(zﬁ having
in relationship to the speciflied members the specified
male head members (percent )

male heads 42 ) 91

tons 62 135

daughters 34 74

wives 31 67

deughters-in-laws 17 , 33

grand daughters 13 | 28

grand sons 11 24

mothers 5 11

fathers 3 | 1.3

nephews 2 0.9

nephews' wives 2 0.9

uncle 1 0.4

sister 1l | 0.4

cousin 1 0.4

brother 1 0.4

niece 1 0.4




Chapter V
Population and the Size of Family

This chapter on Population and the size of Family is closely
connected with the section on the Composition of Family. I shall
treat it very briefly.

There are 227 persons all together in Chen Chia Tsong in-
cluding both msles and females, as I have mentioned already. The
to%al number of families 1s 46. The average Size of Femily 1is
4.93. ’

The following flgure gives us the frequency distrbution of
Size of Family for the total of 46 families.

Table 1. The frequency distribution of Size of Family for

the total of 46 families.

Number of persons Number of families
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- e [
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Graphic presentation of the frequency distribution of Size

of Family for the total of 46 families:






Regarding the population in pest generations, there were no
statisticel records. But the people who 1ive in Chen Chie Tsong
realize that the number of reople during the past 60 years has
increased. An interview wes hed with ar old woman 78 yesrs of
ege in the summer time of 1930. &She told me that Cren Chia Tsong
had almoet the same size of pdpulaticn as this villsge has at
rresent, before the time of the Teiping Rebellion. More than 70
persons were killed dueing the time of the Taiping Rebellion.
Sne personelly saw that cafmity.

This little instance indicates that the population of Chen
Chia Tsong has increased during the past seventy years. In
order to know the growth of population in a certain village in
the pest timed, the best way from my view pcirt 1s tc esk the
very clc pecople who live in that village. Evan thcugh &1l their
sayings are not thoroughly reliable, they really give us some

notion about the growth of population in the past.



Chapter V1

Birth Rate and Ceath Rate

It 1s geéerally believed that both birth rate and death
rate are very high. It may be teue gthat birth rate in China
is 30 to 40 per thousand per year, and death rate is 30 to 35.
Thie kind of high birth rate and death rate indicsetes that
Chine 1s in a very unhealthy condition. In Chen Chia Tsong,
there were eleven deseths among 227 persons in a single year
beginning from August first of 1929 to the end of July of 1930.
This will meke the death rate 48 per 1,000 in & single year.
kegarding the birth rate, there were twelve births altogether.
This will meke the birth rate 53 per 1,000 per year. By death
rate is simply meant the number of deaths per 1,000 per year;
birth rate, the nurmber of births per 1,000 per year.

Table 1. Birth Rate of Chen Chia Tsong, August the 1lst

of 1929 to July 31st of 1930

L

Sex group Number Corrected to Coeprected to number
ectual population married persons per
per_ 1000 1000
1 2 3 4
Meles 4 18 100
Femeles 8 35 185
Total 12 53 148

Table 1 shows the actual figures for births in this period
anslyzed by sex(column 2) and corrected to the population per

1000 (column 3). Column 4 gives the rates of birth for males
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and females as corrected to the total number of married reople
in Chen Chia Tsong. This rate is very useful when we try to

interprete the fertility to the total population.

Table II. Teath kate for Chen Chia Tsong, August 1lst, 1929
to July 3lst, 1930

Sex group Numter (sctual) Corrected to gross death
rate per 1000

(1) (2) (3)

Males 6 26
Femeles 5 22
Totel 11 48

Table II tells us the death rate during the same period.
Column (2) tell us the actual number of deaths by sex; column
(3) corrects these to a gross rate for the total ropulation of .
the village per 1000 persons. fhis‘correction on the basis
of 1000 persons makes it much easier for us to compare these
rates with those of other villages or places, but we shall re-
member that the totel populstion of Chen Chie Tsong is very
small-~=227.

Some studies made by other observers are as follows:

1. A study of Phenix village in Kwantung made by Prof.
Kulp II. He found that bitth rate and death rate were the same,
34 per 1000 during 1917 to 1918.

2. A study of an economic and social survey of 189 farms

Yen Shan country district in 1923, made by Prof. Buck, of e
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Nenking University. He found that the birth rste was 58.4 per
1000 smong 686 peorle, the death rate was 37.1, and the survival
rete was 21.3.

The above figures Iindicate that both birth rate and death
raste are exceedingly high emeng Chinese ropulaticn. The cruses
of high birth rate among Chen Chia Tsong rorulation may be
stated es follows:

1. Low stendeard of living. The pecple who live in Chen
Chis Tsong have not much ambition. A smell income can support
several members in & family.

2. Farly marriage. This idea of early marriage is
closely connected with the 1dea of ancestor worship. It is always
the cduty for the parents to find life mates for their children
when the latter ere vef& young. ¥%hen a person reached the age
of 19 tec 20, his parents should get him married. If a boy
reaches ¢ certain ags, let us say 14 yemmd of aze, and has not
fouréd a suitsble girl, his parents would be disgreced. The
folloiing table shows 50 persong of their ages at marriage in
Chen Chia Tsong.

Teble 3. Ages et marriage for 27 males and 23 females

Males Females
Ages Number of Ages Number of cases
cases
16 1 14 ]
19 S 16 2
20 1 17 2
21 14 18 1
25 ol 19 4
25
1 20 !




Table 3 (con).

Females

zpes Number of
ceses

21 7

22 1

23 2

From the above fligures, we see the most usual ege both for
men and women 1s 21 (@hinese age). This figured of marriage
age in Chen Chia Tsong 1s generally true among Chinese population.
If we compare ouvr age at marriage with thc sge of marriasges in
England and Wales, we shall see that our age at marriage is too
low. "The mean age at marrisge(England Vales) in 1920 was 27.51
yeers fbr bachelor bridgerooms and for spinster brides 25.54
years, representing an average postronement of marriegs since
1896 of 0.£& ysars for bachelors and 0.40 vearg for spinsters.
The most usual ages of marriage are 24 for men and 21 for women."
(Sir Arthur Newsholme, The Elements of Vital Statistics, p.66-
67).

The age at marriasge of women has a great effect upon their
- fertility. "The official figures shows a maximum fertility
&t marriage age 18 or 19, with a progressive decline in fertility
with advancing age at marrlage. The decline 1#especially great
from marriage age 20 to 25, followed by a more gradual decline
lasting till about 30 to 35, and afterwards again becoming more
rapid. Professor Tait in his contribution to Mauthews Duncan's
work on fertility (1866) summarized the relation between age

at birth of progeﬁ?y and fertility in the law that the fertility
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el different ages varies directly as the differencef between ‘
these ages and 50} and Yule has showfn the general applicadility
of Taits! formula, even though it only gives a working approxi-
mation, in the standardization of birth-rates of many populations"
(Sir Arthur Newshdlme, The Elements of Vital Statisftics, p.101).
3. Common ignorance.

4. Large family system. Here I want to say that all the members
in & family have an economic cooperation. Before getting economic
independence, a son can marry, and his parents will take care of
the economic burdens.

Regarding high @eath rate, I may say it is ahe general
rhenomenon in a population having high birth rate. Lack of
sanitation and education, poverty etc., brings up the death rate,
In other words, low standard of living is the main cause of
high death rate. "

"The high birth rate in China is certainly a great evil.
Quality 1s often sacrificed for the sake of quantity. Excessive
birth raté not only causes & great many socilla and economie
miseries, but alsoc weighs down the vitality of the race. Be-
sidee, the blg family 1s also the principal sourcegof frequent
official corruption and periodic political anarchy. A reduction
of birth rate, say by one-third to two-fifths, 1is certainly
desirable from both the quantitative and the qualitative point
of view., The very slarming differential birth-rate manifested
in the west may not yet, however, generally take place in China.
But unless the proper knowlcdge cf reasonable limitation of
population 1is madof%he general property of all married couplss'

‘n Professor Ssmual J. Holmes' phrase, at the early stage of
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birth control movement, the evils of diffefential birth-rate
are bound to repeat in China in a near future. To maintain the
equilibrdum of populaticn between social classes, a general
diffusion of education, an equitable distributien of wealth,
raising of the standard of living, are most essential." (Chang
ﬂeng Chen, China's Pcpulation Problemf, p. 26-27).

death
«sesssthe high birth rate in China at present, originating

"
from the high birth rate, is boilh waséeful and ealarming. The
social snd economlc waste is great enough, but the biologicsal
effect is probably much worse. A high death rate does not mean
a more effective lethal selection, because there is a higher
percentage of unnatural deaths than natural deaths. It 1s safe
to say that a very large part of the deaths, which are simply
due to infectious diseases, heavy physical labor as well a&s any
other environmental causes, can bec greatly reduesed without
causing any degeneration ir the race, On the contrary, to effect
the reduction of such unnatural deaths may mean even a social

gain ......." (Chang-heng, Chen, China's Population Problem,
p. 130).



Chapter VII

The Economic Conditions

By looking at the figure of death rate of Chen Chia Tsong
population, one may guess the general economic status of the
people. The death rate 1s a very good norm by wvaich to measure
the economic status of a certaln locallity. But do not misunder- .
stand what I say. Death rate is not only of measurinp povertv or
weallir. Of course there are other factors. I mean that all the
imorovements, such as the educationsl fecilityes and healtih
fecclities of a community, dep@ndent upon the extent of 1its ecd—
nomi” resources.

Now suppose we divice 811 the ferm families in Chen Chis
Tsong into poor, falr, and good in economic status. "By good is
meant well-tc-do. Such groups have more and richer food than they
need, money of interest, consicderable income from property, or,
as 1s frequently the case, from fortunate kin in foréign lands.
The 'fair' ﬁave enough to maintain themsclves independently, but
none to sparée.... The "poor' live from hand to mouth, at the
mercy of nature and the good will of their kin." (D. H. KulpII,
Courtry Life in South China, p.104).

The following figure gives us the general view about the
economic stetus in Chen Chia Tsong:

Fig. 1. The Economic Status of 46 families in Cheng

Chia Tscrg
kank Number: Percentsage

POOr.....‘.Q.Q... 28 ..‘....Q.Q.O.‘.Gl



Figl. (con.)

Rank Number Percentage
FaOIr ceveeieeceeeee 1Bieeeernsensees 28
gOOAQ cecsacssssssee 5 ciiesessncees 11
I got the above flgures by asking the general opinion of
the people in Chen Chia Tsong, and by my pest knowledeg of those
families. It 1s very interesting to note that only 11 percent
of the total families are “o be considared rich; 28 percznt, faiy;
end 61 percant, poor.
In order to know how much land esch farm family has we
may study the followi-ng figures, which give us the conﬁ%?te
picture.
Fig. 2. The distribution of farm land among 46 farm
femilies:

Number of mou Number of families
per family
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Fig. {con.)
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The above figures tells us that two families have not any
farm land. Those two families each have two members, a father amd
¢ son. PFormerly, one of those two families had 60 mou of farm
land, and was the richest in Chen Chia Tscng. Since the head of &
the'family Indulgent in gambling sll1 pdeces of farm land were
gradually sold until now there is none. The other family once had
ten mcu farm land. Because of unskillfulness in managirg the
hewse home and in.running & macaron!l shop the head of famlly be-
ceme involved in many debts. He and his son have now become hired
laborers on the ferm.
Fig. 3. Percentage distritution of farm land
Mou group Number of fasmilies Percentage
(per family)
0-=8 ceesssssssesesll cecesccccsessscccecdb
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lO-“l5 .............7 ...................15



Fig. 3. (con.)

Mou groups Number of femllies Percentage
per family

15-=B8 ccvevecteencie B tevessnnannanss 13

Looking at the above flgure, we may see that 46 percent of
total femilies have farm land less than five mou; 26 percent
bretween S to 10 mou; 15 peréent, between 10 to lsymou;‘and
13 percent, between 15 to 35 mou.

How much income can a farmer get from each mou? ZXEach
good mou may produce 200 poundé‘of rice and 70 pounds of wheat
in & very good year. According to the present price of rice
and wheat, this means that the rroducts of each mcu are valued
at about 30 collars. Fromn these 30 dollars must be subtracted
7 dollars for the fertilizers. Now the farmer only has 23
dollars. If his land 1is rented, he must pay according to the
figures cf last year $5.60 during the harvest rice and 51.10
during the wheat harvest for esch mou. Thus we sece that a farmer
cen only get $16.50. If a farmer cultivates only five mou of
fa-rm land, and those five mou do not belong to himself, how
large 1s his income? Eighty one dollars and fifty cents is
his income. Beslides this, there is almost ne niher income
for the farmer in Chen Chla Tsong. But we may ask, how ean
e farmer support his family on $81.50, with & family averaging
4.8 members?

Since the villsgers suffering foom smell income, are there
some ways to increase rural income? "It is the maintenance of
the right scarcity of farm production. Scarcilty varies with
the balance between agricultural and other factors. The

* f v catties



balence of porulation changing by people moving from farm to
city; the balance of production changing by the increase of
fsctory hands and the decrease of farm hands; the balance of
price changing by bringing the price of ferm products up to a
par with other prices,--all of these chenges in the balance
vetween farm anc city are fundemental in determing the scarcity
of farm products." (L. D. Edie, Economics: Principles snd

Problems.)
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Chapter VIII

Health and Sanitation

Death rate 1s closely conneeted with the question of
heslth and sanitation. The dd4seases most frequent in Chen
Chla Tsong sre melaria, dysentry, tuberculosis, measles, disr-
rhoea, &and eye diseases. "The reins leave in their wake pools
of stagnant water which soon breed mosguitoes. Msny families
have large water-kangs either outside or inside of the hou:ces.
¥hile these kangs are filled with water they also breed mos=
quitoes. No sooner does darkness fall than the air hums with
the winge of swarme of these pests. Either one Heveflops a
cellousness to them, constantly fans the exposed portions of
his body, or tekes refuge behind the bed net. Under the cir-
cumstances, it 1s small wonder thet melaria i1s common. The
woret of 1t is that when reorle are worn out with fiehting
maleria they are ready victims of any virulent contagious
disesses that happen eslong.”

Cysentery 1s also a constant merace in Chen Chis Tsong.
The peorle often drink unbolled water during the summer time.
They de net know that dysentery 1s due largewiffgﬁ impreper
feeding and unboilsd water.

Next - o dysentery, tuberculosis 1s very common especially
among aged people. '"Tuberculosic is & chronic, commumicable
or transmissable disesse, causcd by the growth in the lungs,
or less commonly in other parts of the body, of a microscoplc

gcrm celled the Tubercle Eucillus. Thls disease is not only
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common to man tut occurs also c:urtain species of the’lower
animals. The germs usually enter the body in early childnood,
but 1In most cases the disease is nct caused by them at that
time. They meay &nd of‘en do be inactive in the tissucs for
many years or even for a whole life time. It 1is generally
agreed that practically every person living in civilized com-
munities is, as & result of universal exposure to tuberculosis,
et some time infected with the germ of the disecase."” (Iamson,
H. D., Tuberculosis, p.636-7). Aged people have beer hastened
to thedr graves by tubercvioslis. The following statement is
certainly true in Chen Chia Tsong. ".....peovle are in the
rabit of coughing and sneezing in the presercec of others with-
out putting cloth over thelr moubhs, with the result that germs
of infected persons are brosdcast into the air to be bresathed
by members of the hcusehold. ©Srvltting on the floor, blowing
the nose freely to the ground or floor, are ha'its which are
universsl, and are impoqtant modes of infection. Chinese
houses are often 1lli-lighted, so that sunlight Aoes not come

in sufficiently to kill the germs. Peorle sleep clecse together
in rooms with 1ittle if any fresh eir coming irn. Cortagion

is irevitable. XZven wken spittoons are used to spit in, flies
et cn this and carry the germs to others throush lightirg on
peopleé foed." (Lamson, H. D., Tuberculosis, p.640-1.) T em
very sorry to say that my mother died of tuberculosis five
yerrs ago. My father now has tuberculosis also. Those un-~
femiler with conditions in such villages would be very much

surprisec to find the numbars of pecple In Chen Chie “Tacng



who cough a gresat desl. They may cough and sneeze before others,
until unconsciously they too contract tuvberculosis.

Besides malarie, cdysentery and turerculecsis, I wich to men-
tion trachoma, which 1s exceedingly common amone the villagers.
Kkedness, itching end watering of the eyelids are the symptoms.
About ten persons in Chen Chia Tsong are almost half-blind.
Common towels, wash cloths, and bed clothing are responsible
for spreading the infection of this disease. The peorle res1ly
know very little about personal hygiene end sanitafion.

Looking erouna the village, one wpulcd find hardly any
sewage system. Going to one's bedroom you will find it full of
darknesss The windows of the houses are smell in size and
never open except during the summer time. Looking at the cangel,
you may see sometimes "some reople draw the water from the
river just -here others may be washing clcthes or tollet buckets.”

There are no public bath-houses. The peorle who have no
bath recoms themselves mey go to bathgir the private bath-room
of some neighbors. When & person has a bath-room himself, he
is in general very kind to let his neighbors having beths with-
out any charge. Feoile during the winter time very seldom
teke baths---once a month sometimes. In the summer season,
most men and boys bathe by swimming in the canal.

There is one so=-called dcctor in Chen Chia Tsong. Really
he does rot know eny thing about moierr medkine. Even though
he does not know much about medicine, he is busy most of the
time, espectally during the summcr and autumn seasons. He

lives iIn this village. But this village mskes no improvement



cn health and sanitation because of having such a doctor.
To leave & coffin containirg a corpse uné?ied 8. custom

that makes the health conditions worse. There is no definate
rlece for the grayeyard. Suprose we teke a walk sround the
village; we may see graveyards here and there..’The people be-
lieve in feng-shui-dfo find & fortunate spot for burying a
member of one's family in future. "One thousand people who
work can not compare with one dead man who lies underground"
(:Hm/\ﬁ,(’l./!;*ﬂﬂ&ié]), is an adage deeply rooted in peorle's
heart. The villagers believe that the coming of death or sick-
ness to a family is due to having no good graveysrd for the
ancéstor or ancestors. If a person 1s very sick, Taoists may
he 1nvited to prerform their rites. If"Mr. Feng-shul" says

that the graveyard for your ancestor is no good, you must sesk

him to find some better place,



Chapter IX

Educeaetion

"We, the reople of Chen Chia Tsong", one of the villagers
sald to me, "have some very literate men in every generation.
Last generation we had Chen Tse-chi and Chu Kya-kwen." (Chen
Tee-chi and Chu Kya-kwen were both schoolmasters in private
schools). "Now you and Chen Ching-fong are the ones," he con-
tirued.

kegarding standerds of village education, we should re-
member thst it 1s not measured only by a limited number of
» well-educated persons, but rather by the peorle who live in
the village as a whole.

Among 227 people there are 182 who are above 15 years of
age. Among 182 peorle there are only 21 persons who are lite-
rate, and the rest are illliterate. In other words, 84 percent
of the people are suffering from illiteracy. By 1lliterscy is
meant inability to write in Chinese, regardless of ability to
read.

"It requires no argument to prove that people who are
111iterate will have many mental attitudes not common to pee~
drle who are accustomed to read. There weéHld be difficulties
in working out & health problem, an economic or politicsl pro-
gravﬁmong 111literates which would not exlst among people who
are literate." (¥Fsrren &, Thompson, Population Problems, p.75.)

It is probably true that China has the largest percentage
of people who are illiterate. This is the main cause of China's

backwardness. The following table, which is taken from page 76



of Population Problems, by Warren S. Thompson, will enable us
to compare illiteracy 1n certain countries.
Table I. Percentage of illiteracy in various countries
(15 years of age and over), 1920.
kussiga .cecececccareeeesd9.l
Bulgaria ..eccccceecc...49.9
Spain .eccieiieiieee.. 42,8
POland cs.ceeecccnaneessdB.4
It8lY ceevevececcneeasss28.0
HUngary ..ceecececccecess13.4
Franci cessssssssssssess 8.0
Czechoslovakii........;. 7.8
Finland ¢ecceceecacesses 0.9
Germanys................ 0.03
l. Ten years of age and over
2. Seven years of age and over
3. Between the ages of 16 and 60, for 1910.
The Village School
"Since you will finish your college course next term," the
teacher of Chen Chia Tsong Primary Schoel sald to me one day,
"you should plan to do something for your mother school, Chen
Chis Tsong Primary School---to get some funds from the Bnreau
of Education in Kiangyin."
The school 1s supported by the students. fesides the
students' fee, there is no other source of income. Formerly,
the Bureau of Education in Kiangyin took care of school finance--

about $130.0 a year. Now the Bureau of Education in Kiangyin

uses this money in running another school about half a mile




from Chen Chie Tsong. The school fees vary from one dollar to
two dellarsjaccording to the economic status of the student's
family. Besides, paylng a ceptain amount of tuftion, most studerk
from Chen Chie Tsong are required to furnish the becard of the
teacher by turns. The teacher received seventy dollars in 19630,
for example, as his salery, exclusive of his board.

What kind of teacher 1s he? He was my school-mate when I was
in Siao Gye Higher Primary School. After graduating from Siao
Gye Higher Primary School, he went Into some business for one
year. Since the Sourthern ermy came to Xiangyin, teaching has
been his ppoefesston. He Is very dull and sphy, and does not l'now
much about the outeide world.

I am very sorry to say that he msy kave perhaps have tuber-
culosis, as he spits blcod very often.

A pvoor teacher gets poor pay, this 1s certainly true. But
I do not think that Chen Chia Tsorg can get sny gcod teacher,
since there is no scheoel fund. By this way, yhe people who live
in this village sre not very enthusisstic about havirg schocling.
"what ¢ use of having schoclingz? We know but how to farm."
This’kigd of attitude is very ccrmon among villegers. If the
éhildren can recogn;ze éome common Chinese characters, and are
able to keep some records, their parents are quite satisfied.

All togethér, there are thirty-eight studente (1930). The
following figure 1s their age distribution.

Fig. 1, The age distributlion of Chen Chia Tsong Primary

School students.






Among these thirty-eight students, 22 students come from
the nelghboring villages. There are only 5 or 6 students who are
girls. Girls ere in a Iinferior position. From my investigation,
I found thet none of the females in Chen Chia Tsong are literate.
"A girl baby meens some other family name". The following csse,
which‘was observed by my school-mate Mr. K. F. Chang, of Shanghai
College, msy illustrate the fact.

"Wang is & factory worker, in Hou Sung Cotton Mill of Shanghﬂ;
earing 70 cents & day. He has three children, one son aged ten
yeers, end two daughters, aged flve and two. He is plarning to
send hils son to the primary school in the immedlate future.
Kegarding the desughters, he stated: 'The deughters, on the other
hand, do not need to get any educaticn at sll, becasuse they,

- sconer or later, will be considered members of other families/
through marriage." |

This philosorhy 1s very common among the Chinese populatién,
cspecially asmong those p.rsons who are uncducsted. To prattice
infanticide on females rather than meles is a common phenomenon‘
in Chen Chia Tsong. I found & total of 7 in this generation.
211 the cases were femsles. This may be one of the important
causes why China has more males then females. |

Now I shall not go too far from my topic/ "The Village
School." Let me tell you some other things which make Chen
Chia Tsong primary school worse. Chen Chia Tsongs rrimary school
i{s recognized &3 & recreational center. Any one in this village
ma& go to the school to interrupt the studies of the students,,
and may have a talk with bhe teacher at any time. There is mo

such thing as "in class" or "after class". This schocl is the



gatheting place of the notorious gamblors of this village.
They -gamble with the teacher.

It is very interesting tc note that the teacher pounds
+he table with kya-fong~- & heavy flat ruler used for inflicting
punighment—-when the students do not resd thelr lessons with
loud voice. If a student does something that is unsatisfactory
to the teacher, the teacher ofiten beats him with his beating
stick. This is & school of the old padogague type rather than

modern school.



Cherter X

The Family

Two things came to my mind very suddenly when I began
to write this chapter, "The Family." These two things sre
f1llal plety and ancestor worchip which are the chief charac-
teristics of the Chinese fsmily. &s to filizl rlety, all the
obfigations, auties, rights, sttitudes, and resvonsibilities
toward the family members and other relatives are fixed by
mores., .Filial plety is the attitude that correlates witk the
all-imrortant practice of ancestral worship. The one is the
concomitent of the other; each reinforces the other. The
logical concluslon of filial piety is ancestpel worship.

"The principal distincticn between fifliasl piety &nd
ansestral worship is that the form-r ig the primarily conczrred
with one's relation to the living and only secondsrily to the
desd, wit while the latter is primarily concerned with one's
relation to the dead and only secondarily tc the living."

There id no dasubt that filial plety and arcestor worship
had a very imrortant position in Chinese family in rast.
Eecause of western education and inIluences, the old Chinese
family system is in process of being changed. 01d folk-customs
and mores are being broken down. The fgllowing caes gives us
some l1light on how the femily in Chen Chia Tsong is being
changed.,

"About 40 11 fror Yueih on the south end 12 11 from
Kisngyin on the north, there is a village where I llve, named

Chen Chia Tsong beceuse the surname of the majority of reople



in thet villege 18 Chen. Almost e11 the people are farmers.
Most of them are illiterate anqknow very little about the §utside
world. There is nc news-paper, since there is no one to subscribe
to it. Through gossip the pecple get the news of the whole véilam
village. Through thoseb who drink tea in the teaéhops, the people
in the village get the news of the outside.

"Besides me, there are two other members in my family---my
father and my younger brother. I have one older brother who has
tlready separated from us, and two older sisters who are both

married.
"ab father 1s a famer and is now fifty;seven vears of
sge . ¥ still works nh the farm. '‘here shall yov have your rice

tc eat,if you do not like to farm and work? , he often said to his
sons when he saw that they were idle. ‘h’father is very thrirty;
so thrifty that he could bring up my two sisters and my two brotke
brothers and me.

$My mother was also a very hard worker. Shﬁworked so

nerd that she got tuberculosis -nd died of it 1:1,&926. Her three
sons were her property. “hen she remembered that che had thraee
sons syg she worked day and night.
"My two brothers and my two sisters received very
l4ttle =cheoling, and are illiterate. Et is certainly my special
2 privétege to get college edecution since this is very rare
chance for Chinese people to get; But when I was & very young
boy, I never dreamed that I could go Higher Primary School, to
Middle Scheol, and now to College. My parents never thought that
they could send me to any HigheQTEEEZOI, still less to any H?gh’ﬁd&@?

afnd least of 8all to any Ccllege.



"When I was seven years of age, my brother and T went to the
seme private school. Before we went to sehool, my mother special:
1y cooked sgwe vork for us to eat. 'To-day vou both will go to
school.' At the first dey of golng to school, you both must eat
some pork. If you eat some pork, you both may memorize your
lessons more easi{?.' This is what my mother sj8d to my bro-
ther anc me before we started toward school.

"My brother wac & very naughty boy. He did not study his
lesson ¢iligently and could not repeat it. Because of this
reason, the teacher did not 1like him. I obey the commsnds of
the teacher anc studied my lesson very diligently. The teacher
often came to my parents, and told them how bad my brother was
snd how gocd I was in the school. For this, my perents loved
me more than my elder brother. When any fortune-teller past by
our dcor my mother often asked him or her to fortell about my
future career. My parents were very happy when the fortune-
teller said that their sond future was very hopeful. Resides
hearing the fortune-teller, my father often took me to some
temples to turn incense before Buddha and ask about my future
fate.

"After studying in this private school for several years,
I wes required to leave the schocl and work on the farm with
my father and my elcer brother. When I heard that I should
gpend my whole time in working on the farm, I asked my parents
1f they would let me continue my study. My parents were very
kind to me and 1et:%ﬂ do so.

"My mother wut & very earnest Buddhést, and often ack me

to sit beside her to read some books about Buddhism to her.



She w8s very much interested in what I read. So-and-so be ~
came very rich and became a very great ﬁ;n because of his
faithfulness to Byddha and loyelty to his country. So-and-so
was in'bankruptcy and was sent to the guillotine because of
his unfaithfyulness to Buddha end disloyalty to his couvntry.

"I remember very well that when I was very sick my mother
spent most of her tlme sitting on my bed and nursing me. She
prayed Buddhs to save my life. 'I don't think, ' She said
tc my fether, 'that any thing will happen to us, since your
grand-perents and your parents were very good people.' If
any body in my family was sick,‘my mother wes a very good nurse.
Once my elder brother's wife was sick?ngy mother nursed her
for more than three mdths.

"My perenmts worried a grest deal about the conduct of my
elder brother anc his wife. He joined & gang, and she was an
idler and gossir. When I was a boy, my brother was my great
trouble-meker. If we both worked in the same farm, he often
beat me while my father was not there. She was always right
and I was always wrcng &s to what he thought.

"My two sisters weére in a very inferior position before
marrying, 1hey were not treated as members of my femily. They
ete worse food than wet#orked as codlies. 'A girl baby means
some other family&name.’ But now both of th-m have good famllies.
They live in very happy life.

"] studied ir the primayy school for several years. In the
year 1919 I got an introductionfrom Mr. Chen, & young man with

a very good fame ir Siao Gyl, to Siao Gyl Higher Primary

School.



"I remember very well that when I arrived at the school,
many old students stood around me. It seemed that my actions were
very queer to them. Some of them made fun of me and some of them
rointed st me and sdid, 'Look,%country folk who will be a student
in our school.' This is somewhat like the way some seniors and
junlors treat freshman in some colleges and universities in the
i. S. A. One student whoml hated most often called me a country
folk whenever he met me. One afternoon when I harpened to meet
him outside of the school, I gave him a very good beating.
~fter beating his head with my fist a good cesl,I asked him thus:
'shall you call me such 2 bad name again?' Very quickly he an-
swered me,'No, I shell ncver cell you such a name. Please ex-
cuse me for my former misteskes.' From this time on he became my
friend and never treatel re¢ unfavorsbh' v agszin.

"Three years and helf after,I finished my Higher Primary
Schpol course. After finishing the higher primary schoecl, I
went to a certain middle school in a certain city. Going to
this school, I wss very much surprised to find out that this was
a missionary school. All the students who studyiq’khis school
are required to teke the religious courses and to attend the
chapel and the chur.h serviceg. 'Jesus'and 'God' €é5é are two
words of which great emphasis is faid. Studying the Bible and
listening to the sermons, I fcund that Christianity is much
better than Buddhism. I remember once I ssld to my parents thus:
'Buddha is a false god, and ancestor worship is no good.' When
I said this,my parents were very angry at me. They said, 'How

undutiful you are! ¥hen you do not believe ancestor worship,



r e v

what is the use of having & son?®' From this time on, fortune-
tellers and Buddha hed nothing to do with me. 1In 1925, I was
baptized and became a member of the church.

"It is a very unfortunate thing that my mother got tuber _
culecsis in YWEAYY F#1924 and died cf it in 1926.I shall never
forget her love to me. Very tenderly once she said to me ,'May
I live on earth two or three more years! I wish I may see you .
able to earn your li /ing and to have a family before I die.
Then I see that yc-u have a family and can support it, I shall
be ver;Tg;tified. Do you know that our villagers and relatives
all laugh at you becouse though you are so old you are still
studying at school,and unable to earn a living? They all think
that yoﬁcan do nothing good in future. #bray for¢ you that you
may be a very useful man irn the future. Do not be such a man
2s they suppose you will De--w--we-c--cceo-con- cm——— I am in
a great state of pessimism about your elder brother. He and
his /¥fgwife do not know how to work , andd idle all the time.
Your father becomes weaker and weai:er and cannot work very
hard on the ferm. The younger brother is too young¥ anf he
does not understand anything. You should be responsible ve
for ghiding him!

"I was bethothed when I was a very young boy. My uncle
and my elder sister were the miidle mén. Of cours§§he was a
country girl, and received no schooling. Before my age of 18,
I never met her. ”

"When I was Etudying in Middle School, the girl's faiily

sent me an invitation to visit her home. This was my first



gooé chance to see my fianceé, but I did not see her at all in tht
this first visit. In my decond visit to her home, I saw her
without any introduction. But there was not eny talk betwean her
and me, since it is taboo to have a talk between fiancé and
flanced in the old Chinese family system. When T saw my flanceé,
I thought to myself that shc was good lcoking emocugzh. At that
time, I wonder whether her carents would hepp her to study in some
schocl. After going back to my home I talked over this matter
with my uncle, the middle-man. But my uncle said to me , 'You
should know, so-and-so, it is not always an easy thing for the
parents to send their dsughter, or, even thelr son, to some
school. If your fianceé should»go to school, whay woulff be the
use of her schooling? ©Should you like her to be a teacher? Give
up this kind of 1dea. Moreover, your father-in-law will nevef
help her to study, since his son has received only a little
schooling. How many femdlyles senfi their daughters to the seheei
schools?'

"after hearing my uncle's words, I was in great disappoint-
ment.\ I remember very well that one day I wrote & letter to
my fianceé8s parents, asking k if they would send their daughter
to some school. I determined that I wculd never marry any girl
who haé received ne schooling. Not many days aiter, this case
of writing a letter to my fianced's parents, reached the ears
of my father; he blamed me very severly when I came back tc ny
hans From tlc school. He and my uncle considered this act of wmygme
gs very unusual, inmpolite, and cwen clsgreceful. But I told

them the girl must go to schoél, otherwise I should break my



engagement.

"This news soon became known to a1l the peorle in Chen Chia
Tsong. When they met me, they often said, 'Look at this fellow,
who wants his filanceé to go to school. He wrote a letter to the
girl's perents, asking kindly to send their daughter to school,
end saying that otherwisc he would breask the engagement. Whet
would be the use of a girl's receiving any ecucation? Oh, this
‘funny fellow!' |

It was certeinly a very hard position for me st that time
since there wes no one to be sympathetic with me. Bvt I deter-

that che must
mined @ 20 to school. Two years after, my flanceé really went
to schoecl. Since she went to the school, I again visited her
home. From that time on, we hadbften some tslks together at
her home. Sometlimes she esked me to teach her Chinese and
arithmetic. Because we had talks togeth:r and I taught Chinese
and erithmetic, the country folks gossiped abcut us a great
deal. In order to put my fianceé and myself in a better light;
I stoped my visits to her home for a very long time.

"Because of the Southeners coming to Kiangyin, &ll the
miscionary schools in Kisngyin were closed for a while. She
then stayed at hor home. At this time her mother said that
my filanced would not go to school agsin.

"I went te the giri's family that she should continue her
study. Her mother not only refused my epequest, but was very
angry. At theat moment the only thing that can T do 1s to bresak
my engagement. I was certainly very fortunate, because she

agreed with what I suggested. Without any difficulty, the



engagement was broken.

father
"6n the same day, this mews reached the ears of my, He was

very angry &£t me end said,'What; have you done? How do you dare to

break your engsgement which I surranged for you?'

"When my uncle saw me, hie said to me, 'Lon't meke such a

mistake. This 1s ay¥ very seriouisy matter. Where shall ycu get a

better girle!'

"At this time there was: nof one to be sympathetlic with me
exéept the pastor of Biso 7 lyl Church. Many people, including
my rflatives gossiped about me a great deal. Some people thguﬁﬁ}
thet I was going to be insene . And same people thought that fal
len in love with some other g irl. But I did not care ford fAy##
4nything thet they said. ' To ! be & monk a day and to knock the

-

bellf a day' was my philosoph y at that time ¢
*¥t is always the dut-y of the pearents tg::heir children
engaged when they are very y cung. When they reach the age of
nineeen or twenty,itps the cduty of the parents to get their
children married. Ifg a boy l1eaches acertain age, let us say
his parents will be disgraced,
fourteen, and is still not ' tetkrothed, Late enpagedent and
late marriage indicate 41ow economic status,according to the
standards of ChenY Chie *T gsong. kegarding the question of
ehgagement and marrisge, t! 1 country folks always pey at-
tention to the property of ' one's family, rather than the
personality #f ghe)¥ to be» engagec anﬁharriedb

IT is a proud thin z for a persondddf¥Y¥¥ to have

vz

daughter-in-lawqgnd son.s at home, if his daughter-in-laws
can get along well wit}l 1 himself and his in the family.

It 18 & very common rheno tenon for the mother-in-law and



oV
daughter-in-law to have great quarrels each otherg "Daughter-in-2f
law telks nothéng but her mother-in-law. Mother-in-law talke no-
‘théng but daughter-in-lsw." This kinc of family 1life is certainly

very unhealthy} bué*t is very common among Chinese families
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