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ADVERTISEMENT.

ATIGUED with anfwering the
enquiries, and replying to the ob-
jections of his friends, with refpect to
the fingularity of his mode of life, the
Author of this performance conceived
that he might confult his eafe by mak-
ing, once for all, a public apology for
his opinions. Thole who defpife the
weaknefs of his arguments will never-
thelefs learn to admit the innocence of
his tenets, and fuffer him to purfue,
without moleftation, a fyftem of _life
that is more the refult of fentiment than
of reafon, in a man who imagines that
the human race were not made to live

{cientfically, but according to nature.
The Author is very far from enter-
taining a prefumption that his flender
labours (crude and imperfect as they
are now hurried to the prefs) wiil ever
operate an effect on the public mind—
: and
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and yet, when he confiders the natural
bias of the human heart to the fide of
mercy, and oblerves on ail hands the
barbarous governments of Furope giv-
ing way to a better fyftem of things, he
is netined to hope that the day is be-
ginaing to approach when the growing
{entiment of peace and good-will to-
wards men will alio embrace, in a wide
circle of benevolence, the lower orders
of life.

At all events, the pleafing perfvalion
thet Lis work may have couibuted to
mitigate the ferocitics of prejudice, and
to diminifh in fome degice the great
mafs of milery which opprefles the
animal world, will 1n the hour of dif-
trefs convey to the Author’s heart a
confolation which the teoth of calumny
will not be abie to impotion.

THE




THE

CRY OF NATURE, &ec.

ID we rightly underftand

the principles, and the true

fcope of Hindoo religion and le-
giflation, which are eftablithed on
the fame bafis, we fhould find that,
to the gratitude and admiration of
* the human race, few legiflators
can exhibit fo juft a claim as the
" lawgiver of Hindoftan. Of this

B we
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‘we fhall foon become fenfible, if
we compare him, not with thofe
‘bold pretenders to infpiration, bet-
ter known by the mifchiefs which
theyhave brought upon the human
rdce, than by the wifdom of their
laws ; and whofe names ought to
found as odious in our ears as their
‘dreary dogmas havebeen pernicious
to the world—but with thofe gé-
nuine legiflitors who have adopt-
ed, as the bafis-of legiflation, the
-ditates of philofophy and good
fenfe. C

But
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But there is one article which
diftinguithes, from all others, the
doé&rine of Burmah, and which
raifes, above all the religions on
the face of the earth, the facred
fyftem of Hindoftan, Satisficd
with extending to man alone the
moral {cheme, the beft and mildeit
of other modes of worfhip, to the
cruelty and caprice of the human
race, every other {pecies of animal
have unfeelingly abandoned.  So-
vereign defpot of the world, lord
of the life and death of every crea-
ture,—man, with the flaves of his~

B2 tyranny,
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tyranny, difclaims the ties of
kindred. Howe’er attuned to the
feelings of the human heart, their
affeGions are the mere refult of
mechanic impulfe ; howe’er they.
may verge on human wifdom, their
attions have only the femblance of
fagacity : enlightened by the ray
of reafon, man is immenfely re-
moved from animalswho have only
inftinct for their guide, and born
to immortality, he fcorns, with
the brutes that perith, a focial
bond to acknowledge (1}. Such
are the unfeeling dogmas, which,

early
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early inftilled into the mind, in-
duce a callous infenfibility, foreign
to the native texture of the heart;
fuch the cruel fpeculatidns which
prepare us for the practice of that
remorfelefs tyranny, and which
palliate the foul oppreflion that,
over inferior but fellow-creatures,

we delight to exercife.

Far other are the fentiments of
the merciful Hindoo. Diifufing
over every order of lifc his affec-
tions, he beholds, in every crea-
ture, a kinfinan : he rcjoices in the

Bj welfare

SR i alr L
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welfare of every animal, and com-
paffionates his pains; forhe knows,
and is convinced, that of all crea-
tures the effence i1s the fame, and
that one eternal firft caufe is the
father of us all (2). Hence more
folicitous to fave than the cruel
vanity and .exquifite voracioufnefs
of other nations are ingenious to
difcover in the bulk, or tafte, or
beauty of every creature, a caufe of
death, an incentive to murder, the
merciful mythology of Hindoftan
hath confecrated, by the meta-
morphofis of the Deity, every

5 4 fpecies
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fpecies of animal. A Chriftnah,
a Lechemi, a Madu affuming, in
the courfe of their eternal me-
tempfycholis, thc form of a cow, a
lizard, or a monkey, fanétify and
render inviolate the perfons of
thofe animals ; and thus, with the
fentiments of pity, concur the
prejudices of religion, to protect
the mute creation from thofe in-
juries which the powerful are but
too prone to infli® upon the

weak.

By When
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\thn they converfe, however,
with thofe of a different religion,
the Hindoos juftify by arguments,
independent of mythology, their
humane condu& towards the in-
ferior orders of animals. The
dumb creatures, fay they, were
fent by God into the world, to
exercife our charity; and, by
calling forth our affetions, to con-
tribute to our happinefs. We
confider them as mute brethren,
whofe wants it becomes us to in-
terpret, whofe defeés it is our
dutyto fupply. 'The benevolence
‘ whichk
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which on them we beflow, is
amply repaid by the benefitswhich
they bring; and the pleafing return
for our kindnefs is, that endearing
gratitude which renders the care
of providing for them rather a

pleafing occupation than a painful

tafk.

From our tables turns with ab-
horrence the tender-hearted Hin-
doo. To him our feafts are the
nefarious repafts of Polyphemus ;
while we contemplate, with fur-
prize, his abfurd clemency, and

regard
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regard his fuperftitious mercy as:
an obje¢t of merriment and con-
tempt. And yet in {pite of that
infenfibility with which the prac-
tice of oppreflion, and the habits.
of f{peculative cruelty, have in-
cafed our feelings, ftill are we
affeGted by the fufferings of other
animals; and from their diftrefs
are drawn the fineft images of
forrow. Would the poet paint
the deep defpair of the maid, from.
whofe fide the ruthlefs hand of
death hath fnatched {udden the
lord of her affeions, the love of

her




[ 1]
her virgin heart; what fimile more-
apt to excite the {ympathetic tear,
than.the turtle-dove forlorn, who
mourns, with never-ceafing wail,
her murdered mate? Who can
refufe a figh to the fadly-pleafing

ftrains of Philomela ?

When returning with her loaded bill,
Th’ attonifhed mother finds a vacant neft,
By the hard hand of unrelenting clowns,
Robb’d: to the ground the vain provifion

falls ;
Her pinions rufle, and low-drooping, fcarce
Can bear the mourner to the poplar ﬂla‘de,
Where, all abandon’d to defpair, fhe fings
Her
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Her forrows through the night, and on the
boughs

Sole fitting ; ftill, at every dying fall,

Takes up again her lamentable ftrain

Of winding woe, till, wide around the woods,

Sigh to her fong, and with her wail refound.

But here the fons of fcience
fport with the fentimentsof mercy ;
and why, with a malicious grin,
demands the modern fophift,
why then is man furnithed with
the canine, or dog-tecth, except
that nature meant him carnivo-
rous P—Fallacious argument! Is
the fitnefs of an action to be deter-

mined
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mined purely by the phyfical ca-
pacity of the agent? Becaufe
nature, kindly provident, has be-
ftowed upon us a fuperabundance
of animal vigour, does it follow
that we ought to abufe, by habi-
tual exertions, an excefs of force,
evidently granted to guard our ex-
iftence on occafions of diredittref(s?
In cafes of extreme famine we de-
ftroy and devour each other; but
from thence will any one pretend
to prove, that man was made ta

teed-upon his fellow men ?

Moft
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- Moft unfortunately too for this
canine argument of thofe advocates
-of murder, it happens, that the
monkey, and efpecially the man-
monkey, who fubfifts folcly on
fruit, is furnifbed with teeth as
canine, as keenly pointed, as thofe

of man (3).

Having thus briefly refuted an
obje&ion, which msdern wifdom
has deemed infuperable, I proceed
barely to point out a few reafons,
which feem to indicate, that man
was intended by nature, or, ip

o other
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:other words, by the difpofition of
things, and the phyfical fitnefs of
his conftitution, to live entirely on

‘the produce of the earth,

In the firft place, growing fpon-
‘taneous in every clime, the fruits
of the earth are eafily attained,
‘while animal food is a luxury,
which the major part of mankind
.cannot reach. The peafantry of
Turkey, France, Spain, Germany,
-and even of England, that moft
-carnivorous of all countries, can
feldom afford to eat fleth. The

bar-
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barbarous tribes of North-Ame-
rica, who fubfift almoft entirely by
hunting, can {carce find, in a vaft
extent of country, a fcanty {ubfift-
ance for a handful of inhabitants.

The praltice of agriculture
foftens the human heart, and pro-
motes the love of peace, of juftice,

~and of nature.

The exercifes of hunting, on
the contrary, irritate the baneful
paffions of the foul ; her vagabond
votaries delight in blood, in rapine,

and
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and devaftation. From the wan-
dering tribes of Tartars, the de-
mons of maflacre and havoc have
fele@ted their Tamerlanes and their
Attilas, and have poured forth

their fwarms of barbarians to de-

" folate the earth.

Animal food overpowers the fa-
culties of the f’coﬁxach, clogs the
fun&ions of the foul, and renders
the mind material and grofs.  In
the difficult, the unnatural tafk of
converting into living juice the
cadaverous oppreffion, a great deal

C of
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of time is confumed, a great deal
of danger is incurred (4). Far
other are the pure repafts of rural
Pan, far other the kindly nouri-
ture which the fving berbs afford :

The living herbs that fpring profufely wild

O’er all the deep-green earth, beyond the
power S

Of botanift to number up their tribes:

But who their virtues can declare, who

' pierce, ‘ |

With vifion pure, into thofe fecret ftores

Of health, and'life, and joy, the food of
man,

While yet he lived in innocence, and told

| - A length
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A length of golden years unflefh’d in
blood,
A ftranger to th~ favage arts of life,
Death, rapine, car:. ge, furfeitand difeafe;
The lord and not tiic tyrant of the world.

To this primitive diet Health
invites her votaries. From the
produce of the field her various
banquet is compofed : hence fhe
difpenfes health of body, hilarity
of mind, and joins to animal viva-
city the exalted tafte of intellectual
life. ‘Nor is Pleafure, handmaidv'
of Health, a ﬁ’ranger to the feaft.
Thither the bland Divinity con-

Cz ducts
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du@s the captivated fenfes; and by
their prediletion for the purerepaft,
‘the deep-implanted purpofe of na-
ture is declared.

By fweet but irrefiftible vio- -
lence, vegetation allures our
every fenfe, and plays upon the
_ fenforium with a fort of blandith-
ment, which at once flatters and
fatisfies the foul. To the eye,
feems aught more beauteous than
" this green carpet of nature, infi-
nitely diverfified as it is by pleafing
interchange of lovely tints ? What

' ' .more
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more grateful to the fmell, mere
ftimulous of appetite, than this.
colleted fragrance that flows from .
a world of various perfumes? Can.
art, can the moft exquifitc art.
equal the native flavours of Po-
mona ; or worthy to vie with the.
fpontaneous neltar of  nature, are.
thofe fordid fauces of multiplex-
materials, which the minifters of
luxury compofe to irritate the.
palate and to poifon the conftitu--
tion ?. ‘

C3 And
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* And innocently mayeft thou in-
dulge the defires which Nature fo
potently provokes ; for fee! the
trees are overcharged with fruit;
the bending branches feem to fup-
plicate for relief; the mature
orange, the ripe apple, the mellow
peach invoke thee, as it were, to
fave them from falling to the
ground, from dropping into cor-
ruption. ‘They will fmile in thy -
hand ; and, blooming as the rofy
-.witchcraft of thy bride, they will
fue thee to prefs them to thy lips;
in thy mouth they will melt not

 inferior
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ihferiof to the famed ambrofia of.
the gods..

But of animals far other is the
fare: for, alas! when they from
the trée of life are pluck’d, fudden
thrink to the chilly hand of death-
the withered blofloms of their-
beauty; quenched in his cold cold.
grafp e¢xpires the lamp of their
lovelinefs; and, ftruck by the livid
blaft of pitrefa@ion loathed, their
evéry comely limb in ghattly hor-
ror is involved. And fhall we
leave the living herbs to feek, in

Cy. the
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the den of death, an obfcene ali-
ment ?—Infenfible to the bloom-
ing beauties of Pomona, unallured
by the fragrant fume that exhales
from her groves of golden fruits,
- undetained by the near of nature,
by the ambrofia of innocence un-
detained, fhall the voracious. vul-
tures of our impure appetite fpeed
acrofs the lovely fcenes of rural
Pan, and alight in the loathfome
fink of putrefaction to devour the
funeral of other creatures, to load,
with cadaverous rottennefs, a
wretched ftomach ?

And
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« And is not.tﬁc human race it-
felf highly. interefted to prevent
the habit. of {pilling blood ?* For
will the man, habituated to ha-
vock, be nice to diftinguifh the
vital tide of a quadruped, from
that-which flows from a creature
with two legs? Are the dying
ftruggles of 4 lambkin lefs affe&-
ing than.the agonies of any animal
whatever? Or will the ruffian,
who beholds, unmoved, the fuppli-
cating looks of innocence itfelf,
and, recklefs of the .cavlf’sv infan-
tine cries, plunges, pitilefs, in her

quivering
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quivering fide, themurdering fteel;:
will he turn, I fay, with horror.
from.human affaflination.?

‘What more advance can mortals make m:
fin,
So near perfetion, who with blood begin ?*

Deaf to the calf that lies beneath the knife,.

Looks up, and from the Butcher begs her:
life ;

Deaf to the harmlefs kid that, ere he
dies,

All methods to procure thy.mercy tries ;,

And imitates, in. vain, thy Children’s.
cries—

‘Where will he ftop?

Drypen’s Ovid.-

From.-
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- From the praétice of ﬂaugﬁtcr-
ing an innocent animal, to the
murder. of man himfelf, the fteps
.are neither many nor remote.
This our forefathers perfeétly un-~
derftood, who ordained that, in
a caufe of blood, no butcher, nor
furgeon, fhould be permitted to fit

in jury.

Animals, whom we have once
learnt to deftroy, without remorfe,
we are eafily brought, without

fcruple, to devour. The corpfe
' of
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of a man differs in nothing frem-

the corpfe of any other animals:
and he who finds the laft palatable,,
tay, without much difficulty,,
accuftem his ftomach to the firft.
To cannibalifm carnivorous na--
tions have not unfeldom been.
additted (5). The antient Ger--
mans fometimes rioted in human
repafts; and, on the bodies of their.

encmies, feed, with infernal fatis- -

faGion, the native tribes of:
America.

But.
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But from the texture of the very
-human heart. arifes -the ftrongeft
.argument in behalf-of the perfe-
-cuted creatures. Within us there
‘exifts a rooted: repugnance to the
fpilling of -blood ; a repugnance
which &ields only to .cuftom, and
which even -the moft inveterate
cuftom can never entirely over-
-come. Hence -the -ungracious
tafk of fhedding ‘the tide of life,
for thc gluttony of our table, has,
in every.country, been committed
to the loweft clafs of men; and
their. proféﬂion.i‘s‘, in every coun-
;tx_'y,
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try, an object of abhorrence. On
the carcafe we feed, without re-
morfe, becaufe the dying ftruggles
of the butchered creature are fe-
cluded from our fight; becaufe
his cries pierce not our ear; be-
caufe his agonizing fhricks fink
~no¢ into our foul: but were we
forced, with our own hands, to
affaffinate the animals whom we.
devour, whe is there amongft us.
that would not threw down, with
deteftation, the knife; and, rather
than embrue his hands in the
murder of the lamb, confent, for.
9 | ever,
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:ev'er, to forego the favorite repaft?
What then fhall we fay?  Vainly
planted in our breaft, is this ab-.
horrence of cruelty, this fympathe-
tic affection for every animal? Or,
to the purpofe of nature, do the
feelings of the heart point more
unerringly than all the elaborate
{ubtilty of a fet of men, who, at
the fhrine of fcience, have facri-

ficed the deareft fcnnmcnts of
humanity? ’

Ye fons of modern feience, who
court not wifdom in her walks of -
: filent
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filent meditation-in the grove, who
behold her not-in the living love-
linefs -of her works, but expeét to
meet her in the midft of obfcenity
and corruption'; ye who dig for
knowledge +in -the depth of -the
dunghill,and who hope to difcover
wifdom enthroned amid the frag-
ments- of mortality, and the ab--
horrence of the fenfes; ye that
with -ruffian violenee interrogate
trembling nature, who plunge inte
her maternal ‘bofom the butcher
knife, and, in queft of -your nefa-
rious {cience, the fibres.of agoniz-
ing
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ing animals, delight to fcrutinize;
ye dare alfo to violate the human
form auguft; and, holding up the
entrails of man, ye exclaim; be-
hold the bowels of a carnivorous’
animal (6)!—Barbarians! to thefe
very bowels I appeal againft your
cruel dogmas; to thefe bowels,
fraught with mercy, and entwined
with compaffion ; to thefe bowels
which nature hath fan&ified to the
fentiments of pity and of gratitude;
to the yearnings of kindred, to the

melting tendernefs of love !

D Hd
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‘Had nature intended man aa
animal of prey, would fhe in his
breaft have implanted an inftin&
fo adverfe to her purpofe ? Could
fhe mean that the human race
thould eat their food with com-
punction and regret; that every
morfel thould be purchafed with a
pang, and every meal of man im-
poifoned with remorfe ?¥ Would
Nature, with the milk of kindnefs,
have filled a bofom which unfeel-
ing ferocity fhould inflame? Would
the not .rather; in ordet to enable
him to brave the piercing cries of

anguifh,
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-anguith, have wrapt, in ribs of
brafs, his ruthlefs heart ; and, with
-iron entrails, have armed him to
grind, without remorfe, the palpi-
tating limbs of agonizing life?
But has Nature wing’d, with
fleetnefs, the feet of man, to ovef-
take the flying prey? and where
.are his fangs to tear afunder the

creatures deftined for his food? .

_Glares in his eye-ball the luft of
carnage? Does he fcent afar the
footfteps of his victim? Does
‘his foul pant for the feaft of
‘blood? 1§ the bofom “of man
' D2 the

. S
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the rugged abode of bloody
thoughts ; and from their den of
death ruafh forth, at fight of other
animals, his rapacious defires to
{lay, to mangle, to devour?

But come, ye men of {cientific
fubtilty, approach and- examine
with attention this dead body.
It waslate a playful fawm, which,
fkipping and bounding on the bo-
fom of parent earth, awoke, in the
foul of the feeling obferver,a thou-
fand tender emotions. But the but-
cher’s knife hath laid low the de-

light
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ﬁght of a fond dam, and the dar-
ling of nature is now ftretched in
gore upon the ground. Approach,
I fay, ye men of fcientific {ubtilty,
and tell me, tell me, does this
ghaftly {pectacle whet your appe-
tite? Delights your eyes the fight
of blood? Is the fteam of gore
grateful to your noftrils, or pleaf-
ing to the touch, the icy ribs of
death? But why turn ye with
abhorrence? Do you then yield
to the combined evidence of your
fenfes, to the teftimony of con-

{cience and common {enfe; or

D3 with
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with a {pecies of rhetoric, pitiful
as it is perverfe, will you ftill per-
fift in your endeavour to perfuade
us, that to murder an innocent
animal, is not cruel nor unjuft;
and that to feed upon a corpfe, is
neither filthy nor unfit ?

O that man would interrogate
his own beart! O that he would
liften to the voice of nature ! For
powerfully fhe ftirs within us;
and, from the very bottom of the
human heart, with moving voice
fhe pleads. Why, fhe crics,

5 4 oh!
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oh! why fhouldft thou dip thy
hand in the blood of thy fellow-
creatures without caufe? Have
I not amply, not only for . the
wants, but even for the pleafures of
the human race, provided? Pro-
digal of bleffings, pour I not forth
for man an abundant banquét; a
banquet, in which the falubrious
and favoury, the nourithing and
palatable, are blended in propor-
tions infinitely various? And,
while .Javith of my gifts, thy lap
I load with the produce of the
feafons as they pafs ; while to thy

D4 lips
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lips I prefs the purple juice of joy,
while thou rioteft, in fine, in ex-
cefs of enjoyment ; doft thou ftill
thirft, infatiate wretch! for the
blood of this innecent little lamb,
whofe fole food is the grafs on
which he treads; his only beverage
thebrook that trickles muddy from
his feet? Alas! let my tears—
alas ! for a poor innocent that hath
done thee no harm, which, indeed,
is incapable of harm, let the tears
of nature plead! Spare, fpare, 1
befeech thee by every tender idea ;
{pare my maternal bofom the un-

utterable
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utterable anguith which there the
cries of agonizing innocenceexcite,
whether the creature that fuffers
be a lambkin or a man. See the
little vi&im how he wantons un-
confcious of coming fate ; unfuf-
picious of harm, the up-lifted
fteel he views, innocent and en-
gaging as the babe, that prefles,
playful, the bofom of her, in whom
thy blifs is complete. Why
fhouldft thou kill him in the no-
velty of life ; why ravith him from
the fweet afpet of the fun, while
yet, with frefh delight, he admires

' ' the

-
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the blooming faceof things ; while, .
to the pipe of the thepherd, leaps
with joy his light heart ; and, un-
blunted by enjoyment, his virgin
fenfes fweetly vibrate to the bland
touch of juvenile defire! And
why, oh! why fhouldft thou kill
him in the novelty of life!  Alas!
fhe will feek him in vain ; alas,
his afflicted dam will feek him
throughallhiswontedhaunts! Her
moans will move to compaflion the
echoing dell: her cries will melt
the very rocks !—But who, on the

obduracy of the human heart,
thall
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fhall pour, O, nature, thy melt-
ing voice? 'The fecret fources of
the foul, what mafter hand fhall
unlock and bid the heart again to
flow through long-forgotten chan-
nels of compaflions!

Alas! the very atfempt could
not fail to encounter the ridicule
of the mob, the obloquy of the
fenfual, and the fneers of the un-
feeling. The advocate of mercy
would incur the reproach of mi-
fanthropy, and be traduced as a
wild unfocial animal, who had
formed a nefarious defign to curtail

' the
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the comforts of human life (7). —
Good God! and is compafiion then
fo great acrime? Is it fo heinous
an offence againft fociety, to re-
fpe& in other animals that princi-
ple of life which they have receiv-
ed, no lefs than man himfelf, at the
hand of Nature? O, mother of
every living thing! O, thou
eternal fountain of beneficence;
~ fhall I then be perfecuted as a
monfter, for having liftened to thy
facred voice? to that voice of
mercy which {peaks from the bot-
tom of my heart; while other men,
with impunity, torment and maf-

facre
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facre the unoffending animals,

while they fill the air with the

cries of innocence, and deluge thy ;

maternal boforn with the blood of

the moft amiable of thy creatures!

And yet thofe channels of fym-
pathy for inferior animals, a long,
a very long difufe has not been
able, altogether, to choak up.
Even now, notwithftanding the
narrow, joylefs, and hard-hearted
tendency of the prevailing fuper-
ftitions ; even now, we difcover,
in every corner of the globe,
fomc~good-natured prejudice in

behalf -



[ 46 1]

‘behalf of the peffccutcd creatures’s
‘we perceive, in every country,
certain privileged animals, whom
even the ruthlefs jaws of gluttony
.dare not to invade. Feor to pafs
cover unnoticed the vaft empires of
India, Thibet, and China, where
- the lower orders of life are confi-
‘dered as relative parts of fociety,
-and are protected by the laws and
religion of the natives, the Tartars
abftain from feveral kinds of ani-
.mals: the Turks are charitable
“to the very dog, whom they abo-
minate; and even the Englith
peafant pays towards the Robin-

: red-
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:red-breaft an inviolate refped to
.the rights of hofpitality :

, one alone,
' The red-breaft, facred to the houfhold-
gods,

“Wifely regardful of the embroiling fky,
- .In joylefs fields, and thorny thickets,
‘ leaves .
. -His fhivering mates, and pays to trufled
' man

" His annual vifit,

-+ Long after the perverfe pratice
-of devouring the fleth of animals
‘had grown into inveterate habit
-among the people, there exifted
C ftill,
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ftill, in almoft every country, and
of every religion, and of every fe¢t
of philofophy, a wifer, a purer,
and more holy clafs of men, who
preferved, by their inftitutions, by
their precepts, and their example,
the memoryof primitive innocence
and fimplicity. The Pythagoreans
abhorred the flaughter of animals:
Epicurus,and the worthieft part of
his difciples,bounded their delights.
with the produce of their garden ;
and of the primitive Chriftians,
feveral feGtsabominated the feaft of

bloed, ghd were fatisfied with the
‘ food .
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~ food which nature, unviolated,
brings forth for our fupport (8).

But feeble amongit nations, bar-
barous or civilized, this principle
of fympathy and compaffion ope-
ratesin the breaft of the favage with -
a force almott incredible. No lefs
* compaffionate to their cattle than
the Hindoos, whom, in moft of
their opinions and cuftoms, they
refembled, were the Aborigenes
of the Capary or vHappy Iflands.
(happy, indeed, if innocence and
happinefs be the fame!) If their

' E parched
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parched fields demanded the re-
frething dew of heaven; er, if de-
luged with rain, they required the
drying ardour of the fun, the
fimple Guanchos condudted their
cattle to a place appointed, and

~ fevering the young ones from their

dams, they raifed a general bleating
in the flock, whofe éries, they
believed, had power to move the
ALMIGHTY GooD to hear their
fupplication, and to grant their re-
queft (9). And who, with a
beneficent being to intercede, fo
fit as thofe innocent animals ? To

a God




[ 5r 1

a God of love, how much more
acceptable the prayers of the hu-
mane Guanchos, mingled with
the plaintive cries of their guilelefs
mediators ; how much more mov-
ing, I fay, their innocent fupplica-
~ tion, than the ruffian petitions of
thofe execrable Arabs, who, im-
ploring mercy,perpetrated murder,
and embrued in the blood of
agonizing innocence, their hands
holding up, dared to befeech thy
compaflion, thou common father
of all that breathe the breath of
life !

E 2 The
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The veftiges of that amiable
fympathy which, even in this de-
generate age areftill vifible, ftrongly
indicate the cordial harmony which,
in the age of innocence, fubfifted
between man and the lower orders
of life.

Man, in a ftate of nature, is not,
apparently, much fuperior to other
“animals. His organifation is, no
doubt, extremely happy; but then
the dexterity of his figure is coun-
terpoifed by great advantages in

other creatures. Inferior to the
' bull




[ 53 1]
bull in force; and in fleetnefs to.
- the hound ; the os_fublime, or front
ere@, a feature which he bears in
‘common with the monkey, could:.
fcarcely have infpired him - with.
thofe haughty and magnificent
ideas, which the pride of human
refinement thence. endeavours to
deduce (10). Expofed, 'like his.
fellow-creatures, to the injuries of
the air; urged to action by the
fame phyfical neceflities; {ufcep-.
tible of the fame. impreffions; ac-.
tuated by the fame paffions; and,.
equally fubject to the pains of
E 3 difeafe,.
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difeafe, and to the pangs of diffolu-
tion,thefimple favage never dreamt
that his nature was fo much more
noble, or that he drew his origin
from a purer fource, or more
remote than the animals in whom
he faw a refemblance fo com-
pleat. Nor were the fimple
founds, by which he exprefled
the finglenefs of his heart, at all
fitted to flatter him into that
fond fenfe of fuperiority over the
creatures, whom the faftidious in-
{olence of cultivated ages abfurdly
ftyles mute. I fay, abfurdly ftyles

mute ;
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mute ; for with what propricty
can that name be applied, for
example, to the little {yrens of the
grove, to whom nature has granted
the ftrains of ravithment, the foul
of fong? thofe charming warblers
who pour forth, with a n.wving
melody which human ingenuity
vies with in vain, their loves, their
anxiety, their woes. In the ar-
dour and delicacy of his amorous
éxpreﬁions, can the moft impaffi-

oned, the moft refpecful lover
the gloffy kind furpafs, as defcribed

Eg4 by
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by the moft beautiful of all our’
poets. F '

the glofly kind
Try every winning way inventive love -
Can diQate; and, in courtfhip to their

——

mates,
Pour forth their little fouls. Firft wide
around, ‘

With diftant awe, in airy rings they rove,
Endeavouring, by a thoufand tricks, to
catch ' )

The cunning, confcious, half-averted

glance '
Of their regardlefs charmer. Should fhe
~ feem S A

Soft’ning, the leaft approvance to beftow,
They
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They brifk advance ; then, on a fudden
ftruck, _
Retire diforder’d ; then again épproach,
In fond rotation fpread the fpotted wing
And fﬁiverevery feather with defire.

'And, indeed, has not nature
given, to almoft every creature, \
the fame {pontaneous figns of the
various affeCtions ?  Admire we
not in other animals whatever is
moft eloquent in man, the tremor
of defire, the tear of diftrefs (11),
the piercing cry of anguiﬂl, the
pity-pleading look, expreflions
that fpeak the foul with a feeling

which
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which words are feeble to con-
vey (12)?

From likenefs mutual love pro-
ceeded ; and mutual love, in the
bonds of fociety with man, the
milder and more congenial animals
united. Amply repaid by the fleecy
warmth of the lamb, by the rich,
the falubrious libations of the cow,.
was that proteCtion which the
foftering care of the human race
afforded to the cattle of the field.’
Sometimes too, a tie flill more
tender, cemented the friendthip

between
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_ between man and other animals.
‘Infants, in the earlier ages of the
world, to the teats of the tenants
of the field were not unfeldom
fubmitted. Towards the goat
that gave him fuck, the fond boy,
the throbof filial gratitude has felt;
and, for the children of men, have
yearned, with tendernefs maternal,
the bowels of the ewe(13).
Educated together, they were en-
deared to each other by mutual
benefits; a fohd, a lively friend-
thip, was the confequence of their
ynion (14). Never by primzval
man
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man, were violated the rights of
hofpitality ; never, in his innocent
bofom, arofe the murderous me-
ditation ; never, againft the life of
his guefts, his friends, his bene-
facors, did he the butcher-axe
uplift. Sufficient were the fruits
of the earth for his fubfiftence;
and, fatisfied with the milk of her.
maternal bofom, he fought not,
like a perverfe child, to f{pill the:

blood of nature.

But not to the animal world:
alone were the affeétions. of man
confined :
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confined : for whether the glow-
ing vault of heaven he furveyed,
or his eyes repofed on the greeny
frethnefs of the lawn ; whether to
the tinkling murmur of the brook
he liftened, or in pleafing melan-
choly melted amid the gloom of
the grove, joy, rapture, veneration
filled his guilelefs breaft: his af-
feGtions flowed on every thing
around him ; his foul around every
tree or'ﬂn'ub entwined, whether
they afforded him fubfiftence or
fhade (15) : and wherever his eyes

wandered, wondering he beheld
his
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his gods, for his benefactors fmiled
on every fide, and gratitude gufthed
upon his bofom whatever obje&
met his view (16).

as—— {0 lovely feem’d -
The landfcape !——— ,
and to the heart infpires

"Vernal delight and joy,—e——

But what were the beauties of
;the‘landfcape to the living rofes
that bloomed on the cheeks of his
love! And what were the vernal
delights compared to the foft thrill

of tranfport which the kind glance
of
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of his beloved excited in his foul !
From that joyous commotion of
his heart arofe the Queen of young
defire ; on the fond flu®uation of
his bofom glided the new-born
VENUs, deckt in all her glowing
potency of charms. And thou
too, O Cuprip, O Curip, orif
RaMA-DEVA more delight thine
ear ; art thou not alfo with all thy
~ GRACES a glad emanation of pri-
mal blifs ?—But as yet the Demon
of Avarice had not poifoned the
fource of joy ; thy darts, Q Love,
were not barbed with defpair ; but

4 thy
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thy arrows were the thrill of rap-

ture, thy only pain the blifsful

anguifh of enjoyment !

Such were the feafts of primaval
.innocence ; fuch the felicity of the
golden age. But long fince, alas !
are thofe happy days elapfed.
- That they ever did exiftis a doubt
with the depravity of the prefent
day ;  and fo unlike our actual flate
of mifery, the ftory of primal blifs
is numbered with the dreams of

vifionary bards.
) But
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. But that fuch a ftate did exift,’
the concording voice of various
tradition offers a convincing proof’;
and the luft of knowledge is the
fatal caufe, to which the indi-
genous tale, of every country,
attributes the lofs of paradife and
the fall of man (18). ’Twas
this dire curiofity that prompted
Pandora to pry into the fatal box'¢
this was-the fubtle ferpent which
prevailed on Eve to tafte the tree
6f-kno’wledge, and hence, from the
fields of innocence, were expé]led'
the human race, in- con-fequehce :

F of
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of eating the forbidden fruit; or,
“in other words, ‘milled by the
2g nis fatuus of {cience; man forfook
the fylvan gods, and dbandoned
the unféllieieous,- innocent, and
neble fimplicity of the favage, to
émbrace .the anxious, -operofe,
mean, miferable, and ludicrous life
of man civilized (19). Henece
the eftablithment -of towns and
cities, thofe impure fources ef
mifery and vice ; ‘hence atoft pri-
fons, palaces, pyramids, and all
thofe other amazing monuments
of human flavery ; hence the ine~

quality
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quaﬁty of ranks, the wafteful :
wallow of wealth, and the meagre-

pefs of want, the abje front of
poverty, the infolence of power;

hence the cruel fuperttitions which

animate, to mutual maffacre, the

Sumag race ; and hence, impelled

i»y pcrt:crfc ambition and infatiate

thirft of gain, we break through

all the barriers of nature, and

court, in every corner of the globe,

fupremacy of guilt.

The arts, as thofe pernicious
iniréntigns were entitled, in one

F 2 common
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-common ruin, involved with man
-the inferior orders of . animals.
But to this atrocious ‘tyranny
which over kindred fouls we now
;exercife without feeling or remorfe,
the human race - were > conducted
by gradual abufe.. For "however |
fevere the fervices mxght be which
:man, newly enlightened, required
from his former. friends, -ftill he
refpected their life, and, fatisfied
with their labour, abhorred to thed
«their blood (20). ‘ |

“The
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:- The laft tie of fympathy was
fevered by fuperftition. The gé~
neral harmony of - this ftupendous’
whole is-at times difturbed by par-
tial diforder; the beautiful fy{’cehi
of things: which - manifefts - the
beneficence of nature;’ is “fome-"
times marred by fearful accidents
that are apt on the mind of man
to imprefs an idea of fupernatiral
malevolence. Aghaft, ~tffexn51ing
before the angry Gods, hé miade
hafte. his foul to redeem by thé
blood of other creatures, and the
fanguinary- cravings of -immorta}

| F 3 appefite
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appetlte were fated by the fimoke
of butchered fheep, and the fteam
of burnt offerings (2 1) The
horror of thofe infernal rites in-
fenfibly wore off; frequent obla-
tions allured the curious cupidity
of man, and the human race were
imperceptibly feduced to fhare the
{anguinary feaft, which fuperfti-

- tion had fpread for the principle

of ill. Bolder than the reft, and
more habitnated to the fight of
blood, the prieft, whe was the

- butcher of the victims, which he

offered to fupernatural malevo-

Ience,
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Ience, dared folemnly in the name,
and by the authority of the Gods
whom he ferved; to affirm that
heayen to man had  granted every
animal for food (22). So flat-
tering to the pervere Juft of
his hearers, the impious lic was
greedily received, apd fwallowed
withaupfcrupulous credulity. Still,
however, with diffidence was the
deed perpetrated: not. without
many auguft ceremonies -was the
mugder executed by the minifters
of the Gods; the Deities wese
folemply invoked. to fanctify by

F 4 their
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their préfence a deed which their
example had provoked; and the
'vi&tim was led to flaughter like a
diftinguithed criminal “of flate,
whofe life is facrificed not fo much
“to atone to the violated laws of
{ociety, as to gratify the caprice,
sor to promote the perverfe ambi-
tion of a tyrant. Yet even the
‘venerable veil of religion, which
.covers a multitude of fins, could -
‘hardly hide the horror of the ac:
‘By the pains that were taken to
‘trick - the animal into a feeming

“confent
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“confent to his deftru&ion, the in-
juftice of the deed was cleafiy' ac-
knowledged; nay, it Wwas even
neceffary that he fhould offer him-
“felf as it were a voluntary vi&tim,
that he fhould advance without
relutance to the altar, that he
thould {ubmit his throat to the
“knife, and expire without a ftrug-

cgle (23): -

Even long:aftcr habitual cfuelty
had almoft erafed from the mind
of man every mark of affeGtion
for the inferior ranks of his fel-

low-
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Tow-ereatures,. a. certain. refped-
was ftill paid to- the principle
of life, and the crime of murdered.
innocence was- in. fome degree
atoned by the decent regard that:
was paid to the mode of their.
deftruétion.

= Gentle friends,.
Leét ’s kill him boldly, but not wrathfully;
Let ’s carve him as a difh. fit for the
Gods;

Not hew him as a carcafe fit for hounds ;-
" And let our hearts, as fubtle mafters do,
Stir up their fervants to an aét of rage,.,

And after feem to chide them.
SHAKESPEARE. -

Such
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Such was the decency with
which at firft the devoted vittims
were put to death.

But when man became perfe@-
ly civilized, thofe exterior fymbols
of fentiments, with which he was
now but feebly if at all imprefied,
were allo lid afide. Formerly
facrificed with fome decorum to
the plea of neceflity, the animals
were now with unceremonious
brutality deftroyed, to gratify the
unfeeling pride or wanton cruelty

of men, Broad barefaced butchery

occupied
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occupied every walk of life’; every-
element was ranfacked for victims3
the moft remote corners: of - the
globe were raylfhed -of their in-
habitants; whether by the faftidi-
ous -gluttony of man their flefh
was held grateful to the palate,
whether their blood could im-
purple the pall of his pride, or
their fpoils could add a feather to
the wings of his vanity : and while
nature, while agonizing nature i§
- tortured ,by: his ambition, while
to fupply the demands of his per=
verfe appetltc fhe bleeds at every

pore,
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pore, “this. imperial animal ex-
<laims ; "ye fervile ereatures, why
do ye lament? why vainly try by
scries akih to the voice of human
‘woe my compaflion to excite?
-Created folely for my ufe, fubmit
-without 2 murmur to the decrees
;of heaven, . and to the mandates.of
me; of me the heaven-deputed
defpot of every creature that walks,
.er creeps, -or -fwims, .or flies in
.air,. on earth, or .in the waters
-which encompafs the earth. Thus
:the fate of the animal world has

followed .the progrefs of man from
. his
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his fylvan ftate to that of civiliza=
tion, till the gradual improve-
ments of art, on this glorious pin-
nacle of independence,® have at
:Jength placed him free from every
tender link, free from every lovely
ﬁmjudice of nature, andan enemy
to life and happinefs through all
their various forms of exiftence.

But, famed for wifdom per-
haps at a period more remote than
what we claim as the ra of our
creation, Hindoftan never affeéted
thofe pernicious arts, on which

9 we -
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-we with to eftablith a proud pre~
itence to Huperior intelligence..
Born at an earlier age of the world.
ithan -other legiflators can boaft,
Butmah, or whoever was the
lawgivet of India(24), feems te
‘have ‘fixed by his precepts the
dovely préjudices of nature, and
:to have prevented by his falutary
.inftitutions ‘the baneful effeéts of
fubfequentrefinement. Notwith-
franding -the frequent invafions of
‘barbatians, European or Adatic,
and the confequent influx of vari-
-oud rites, .the religion of Burmah,

eOon-
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congenial as it is- to the gentle-
influence of the clime, and to:
the better feelings of the heart,.
bids fair to furvive thofe foreign
fchemes of fuperftition, .that trem-
ble on the tranfient -effervefcence
of that baleful enthufiafim to which.
they ou;'c their birth. Difgufted
with continual fcenes of flaughter
and- defolation, -pierced by. the.
inceffant fhrieks of fuffering in-.
nocence, and, fhocked by the
thouts of perfepﬁting _‘brutality,
the humane mind averts abhorrent.
from the view, and turping- ber

' eyes



[ 81 ]
eyes to Hindoftan, dwells with
. heart-felt confolation on the happy
fpot, where mercy protets with
her right hand the ftreams of life,
and every animal is allowed to en-
joy in peace the portion of blifs
which nature prepared it to re-
ceive.
"Towhere the far fam’d Hippemolgian ftrays,
Renown’d for juftice, and for length of days,
Thrice happy race ! that, innocent of blood,
From milk innoxious feek their fimple food ;
Love fees. delighted, and avoids the fcene
- Of guilty Troy.— Popr’s Homer’s lliad,
May the benevolent fyftem
fpread to every corner of the
G . globe;
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" globe; may we learn to recognize

and to refpet in other animals the
feelings which vibrate in our-
felves; may we be led to perceive
that thofe cruel repafts are not
more injurious to the creatures
* whom we devour than they are
hottile to our health, which de-.
lights in innocent fimplicity, and
deftrucive of our happinefs, which
is wounded by every a&t of vio-
lence, while it feeds as it were-on
~ the profpec of well being, and is
raifed to. the higheft fummit of
enjoyment by the fympathetic
touch of focial fatisfaction.



NOTES anp ILLUSTRATIONS.

(x) " Y IC veftrosfenfus corporeos vide~

licet non muitum,probo. Vide-

mus enim et vocibus fentimus, cum delore
amori animantia, quod quidem homo con-

‘temnit in beftia, cum qua fcilicet ratio-.

nalem animam non habente, nulla legis fo-

.cietate copulatur. St. Aug. de moribus

Manichzorum.

St. Auguftine in his treatife de guantitate

-anime, {peaking of the faculties of brutcs,

to whom he wnll by no means allow the

Gae fmalleft.
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fmalleft particle of reafon, is neverthelels
extremely puzzled what to do with that
furprizing inftance of memory in the dog
of Ulyfles.—He refolves it at length, how-
ever, not into fenfe, but fenfation.— Quid
autem hoc putas efle, nifi vim gua'ndam

fentiendi non fciendi.”

_ 1 will allow that man pofleffes the faculty
of reafon in a degree fupé'rior to that
of other animals, that is to fay, generally,.
 but not in every individual of the fpecies—
for a fagacious -elephant is wifer -than one

half of the human race.

 « We tun, fhough not fo Twift as the
ftag ; we fce, though not fo acutely as the

hawk; and though we are neither as to
ftrength



F 8 }
ftrength or fize equal to the elephant, yet'
nature has not entirely deprived us of
ftrength and magnitude.. Thus in the fame.
manner,. though other animals are inferior
in intelle& to man, yet we ought not.to
fay that-they are entirely, deftitute of rea-
fon, but rather that their intelle&. is duller

and more tardy than ours.”—Porphyr. de
Abftin. Lib. 3.

« They fay that the animals derive their,
fagacity from nature only.—And fr'om’
whence then, fays Porphyrius, do men de-
rive their reafan ? From whence even does
God himfelf derive his wifdom, but from.
nature 2

G 3 Ay;.
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ky, fay they, but the reafon of brutes is.
ﬁationar'y, the)", never improve, they never:
invent, This is not true. Individuals of
the fame fpecies of animals differ in degree
of fagamty in the fame manner asindividuals
among the human race. ‘Their fagacity
'depends a]fo, hke that of the human race,.
upon thg.tr ﬁtuatnon., The otter, fays
Abbe. Rayna'l; in Europe a ftupid and foli-"
tary animal, has made in Americaa greater-
progreﬁs in the arts of civil fociety, than the
nat;ve tnbe§ of Indxans N

ley, fpeaking of elephants, fays, ‘llno'
telleGus illis fermonis patrii,, 1mper10rum-—~
que obedientia, officiorum quz didicere’
memoria, amoris ¢t,gloriz voluptas, imo-
vero (quz etiam in homine rara) probitas,
. prudentia,
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prudentia, &quitas, religio quoque fiderum,,

_folifque ac lunz veneratio.”

« If fome of the more fagacious brutes
lived long enough, and fufficient pains were:
taken with them, who knows to what ;;er-
fection they might be brought {” |

¢ The horfe in this country is not a
political animal, but in the deferts of Tar-
tary and Siberia he is political, for -being
there hunted by the Tartars, as hares and
deer are in this country, they for fqlf-
defence form themfelves into a kind of \cpm.
munity, and take joint meafures for faving
themfelves, which they commonly do by -
flight, and-that they may not be furprized
by the eﬁemy, they fet watches, and have

G4 com-~
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commanders who dire&t and haften their
flight.”—Monboddo on Language, vol. i.
231.

¢ Even the fheep, when wild, fet watches
in the night-time againft their enemy the
fox, who give notice of his approach, and
when he attacks them they draw up ina
bedy and defend themfelves.”’—Ditto.

« The Siamefe imagine that the elephants
are perfe@tly rational ; and when the King
of Siam fent a prefent of elephants to the
King of France, the Ambaffadors took a
folemn farewell of them,”—Churchill’s.

Travels..

« Animals
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¢ Animals there are who are more for-
cibly actuated thanman himfelf, with prin-
ciples of juftice, gratitude, and of all the
virtues. ‘The moft impartial principles of
equity are obferved in the republic of the:
bees, of the ants. The dove obferves the
moft rigid forbearance towards the females
of his fellows, and if any one of them is.
guilty of adultery, he is perfecuted by the
others, and put to death. The gratitude
of the dog is known to a proverb.”’—Por=
phyrius de Abftin.

¢ Ingratitudinem hominum, a quis, pro.
fummis beneficiis cgudele exitium Darius
pertulit, quamquam fuopte ingenio horren-

dam et exfecrabilem, infigniore ad pofteri- .
tatem infamia damnavit canis cujufdam
mira
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mira fides, qui ab omnibus familiaribus.
derelito folus adfuit, et quam in vivum
pre fe tulit benevolentiam, morienti quo--
que conftanter praititit.”-~Vide Juft. 11,
15, 8.

(2.) % The learned behold him alike in.
~ the reverermd brahman perfected in know-
ledge ; in the ox, and in the elephant; im -
the dog, and in him who eatéth of the flefh
of dogs. Thofe whofe minds are fixed on
this equality gain eternity ever in this.
world ; they put their truft in Brahm, the
eternal, becaufe he s every where alike,
free from fault. The enan whofe mind is
endued with this devotieny and looketh on.
all things alike, beholdeth. the Supreme foul
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in all things, and all thiags in the Supreme
foul.

With this grand principle of the Hindoor
philofophy, the meft antient philofophy of.
Greece and of Egypt entixely accords.

U1 xade xpatspor, 10usr, xeTKOIS TS OVLTEY
Qupzsor, 2s Saraoaar, »d xlow eauCacanas,
Kai wvg abararor, vadt yap e i 7 Maog,,
Kooponpatog, avinra QaioPops napmips Haias.
Ajlpoxapss, Bapuurns AAHOHEZ ZEYE O KE~

PALTHE. .
Orphic. Hym. 10 p. 200. Gef..

Zovg ex abrg, Zavg 3 9, Zevs 3 Oupgrg®
Zeos T wasia.. Euphorion.,

Twan & St‘us; ety Quaiy weps waﬂsg OfLOLNYs.
" "See Golden Verfes of Pythagorasy”
PR | Thc
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The Egyptians.

Eyusar bs 8 & adpums pove o Seior dnAbev; ore

—arbfumw m. i xelioxnwon

Toxn o porw
e iy avln da @ailor dirbe aw fwer.
_ TOP&, mip amaxns swduxwr.  Bib. &

(3-) « The Ourang Outang, though
they ufe fticks, do not hunt, but live upon
the fruits of the earth, as in the primitive
ages all nations did.”—Monboddo on

Language.

- (4.) “Animals, like men, are fubje& to
difeafes.—Animal food muft therefore al-
ways be dangerous.”—Cheyne’s Effay on
Health, p. 20.—Other things being equal,
the proper food appointed by nature for
gninials is eafier digefted, than the animals
. ' themfelves,
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Yhemfelves, thofe animals that live on vege;
tables, than thofe that live on animals.—
Ibid. p. 24.—There is nothing more cer-
tain, than ;that the greater fuperiority the
concodtive powers have over:-the food, or
the ftronger the concoétive powers are in
regird of the things to be concofted, the
finer the chyle will be; the circulation the
more free, and the fpirits the more light-
fome, that is, the better will the health
be.—Ibid. p. 27.—1It is furprizing to what
a great age the eaftern Chriftians, who
. retired from the perfecutions into the de-
farts of Egypt and Arabia, lived healthful
on a very little food.  St. Anthony lived to
105 years on mere bread and warer, adding
‘only a few herbs at Jaft. James, the her-
mit, to 104, Affenius, the tutor of the

Emperor

b d
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Emperor Arcadius, to 1205 65 in “the
world, and 55 in the defart. St. Epipha-
-nius to 115. St. Jerome to about -roo.
Simeon Stylites 109, and Romualdus 120.
-—Ibid. p. 30.—~My worthy friend Mr.
‘Webb is flill alive. He, by the c,luickncfs
-of the-faculties of his mind, - and the a&ivity
-of the o;gans of his'body, fhews the great
:benefit of a.low .diet, living altogether or
-vegetable food and pure element. Henry
Jenkin, fitherman, lived 169 years; his
-diet was coarfe and four, as his hiftorian
-informs us, that is plain and cooling. Parr
died fixteen years younger, or at the age
-of 152 years, nine months; his diet was
- .old cheefe, milk, coarfe bread, fmall beer,
-and whey.—Ibid. p. 32.—All crammed
spoultry and fed cattle, and even vegetables

forced
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forced by hot-beds, tend more to putre-
faltion, and confequently are more unfit
for human faod than thofe that are brought
up in the natural manner.—Ibid. p. 73.—L
have fometimes indulged a conjecture, that
. -animal food, and made or artificial liquors,
in the original frame of our nature, and
defign of our creation, were net intended
for human creatures. They feem to me
neither to have thefe ftrong and fit organs.
for digefting them, (at leaft fuch as birds
and beafts of prey have, who live on fleth)
nor naturally to have thofe veracious and
brutifh appetites that require animal food
and, ftreng liquors to fatisfy themj; nor
thofe cruel and hard hearts, or thofe diaboli-
«cal paffions which could eafily fuffer them.
0. tear -and, deftroy their fellow creatures,

at
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-4t leaft notin the firft and early ages before
-every man had corrupted his way ; and God
‘was forced to exterminate the whole race
“by an univerfal deluge, and was alfo obliged
{(that the globe ofthe earth might not, from
-the long lives of its inhabitants, become a
hell and habitation “for incarnate devils) to
fhorten their lives from goo or-1000 to 70
years. He wifely forefaw that animal food
and artificial liquors would naturally contri-
bute towards this end, .and indulged or per-
mitted, the generation that was-to plant tife
earth again after the-flood, the ufe of thefe
Aor food.—Ibid. p. 91 and g2.—There are
fome forts of food which may opprefs and
load the ftomach, and alimentary dus in
the firft conco&ion, -which may be very

tafe and benign in the fubfequent ones. For
inftance,
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inflarce, cheefe, eggs, milk, meats, and
vegetable food, though duly prepared, and
juttly proportioned in quantity, may chance
to lie heavy on the ftomach, or beget wind
in the alimentary paflages of fome perfons
(and yet drinking of water will always
remedy this inconveniency:) But thefe:
meither having their parts ftrongly united,
nor abounding in (h:;rp urinous falts, when
they become fgﬁidcntly diluted with a
watry menfiruum, or diffdlved into thejr
component parts, and their parts being ftill
{maller than the fmalleft veflels, and their
union conftantly lefs than the force of the
concoétive powers, in perfons who have
any remaining fund of life in them, will
thereby yield a fweet, thin, and eafily cir-
culating chyle, ig the after conco&ions lée-

" H ~ come
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-come benign and falutary, and afford ne:

-materrals for chronical diftempers; and the

wind thence generated, not being: pointed
:and armed with fuch fharp falts as thefe of
‘flefh-meats, or the corrofive- juices- of
fpiritous liquors, will be. as imnecent and .
Aafe as the element we-breathe iny p. 120.

- "I‘hofe’vchi}dren', fays Roufleas; whofe-
nurfés live upon-animal feod; are: nvore: fub-
je& to worms and‘the- cholic tham thofe:
whofe: nurfes feed :upon vegetabless Thisy
fays he; is by no means furprifing, fince
animal- fubftance in putrefaction fwarms-
with vermin; which a vegetable fubftance
does not. Milk, though- elaborated in: the
body of an animal, is ‘neverthelefs a vege-
table fubftance. Its analyfi -demonétrates

this;
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this; it turns eafily to acid, and far from
thewing the leaft appearance of volatile
alkali,, as animal fubftances do, it gives, -
like plants, the effence of neutral falt.
‘Women eat bread and milk, and vegctables.
The female of the cat and canine fpecies.
do the fame ; even wolves browze upon the
field. Here we have vegetable juices for .
their milk.”

<« If we confider the quantity, evefy body
knows that farinaceous fubftances make
more blood than animal; they muft there- .
fore make' more milk. Can it bethata .
vegetable diet being.'confeﬂ'cdly better for
the infant, an animal regimen fhould be
better for the nurfe? There is a contra-
di&tion in that,” o .
‘Ha2 % One
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' « One proof, fags Rouffeau, (Emife,
“Tom. 1.) that a tafte for fleth is ‘not
.matural for man, ‘is the indifference "which
-children manifeft for fuch ‘meats, and the
preference which they give to vegetables,
fach as fruits, &c.—It is alfo certain,- fays
he, that great eaters of fleth are in’ general
more cruel and ferocious than other men 3
 for inftance the Englifh barbarity—on the
contrary the Banians, &c.”

« In primis autem cavenda cruditas, qua
ex efu carnium nafcitur, propterea -quod
non folum protinus gravant vehementer,
verum etiam in- pofterum noxie harum
reliquia:/remanent. At optimum quidem

fuerit ita confuefacere corpus, ut nullum
‘carnium efumn defideret. Nam terra-plurima
’ fup-
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fuppeditat qua aburide fatis fint non ad
alimoniam modo, verum etiam ad delicias
ac voluptatem, quorum.alia fic exhibet, ut
eitra negotium protinus- eis uti licet, alia.
rurfum ut ceeteris admixta omnijugis ratio-
nibus ea condulcent. condiantque.”—Plut..

de tuenda valetudine..

« The wild gil who was caught in:
Champaigne, climbed trees like.a fquirrel,
and leapt from one branch to another upon. .
all four. She became; foon after the was
caught,. incapable of thofe exertions oi"i
agility ;' an alteration, which. the.attributed

to the grofs aliment they had given her,.

which, fhe faid,. had made her. fo much
heavier.than when the lived upon wild food.”
~See Monboddo on Language, vol. i.

H 3 © Pe 242,
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p. 242.—Diodorus mentions a people in
that part of Athiopia above Egypt, whom
he calls vaopaye, or wood-eaters, for they
fubfifted entirely upon the woods, eating
cither the fruits of the trees, or when they
could not get thefe, chewing the tender
fhoots and young branches, as we fee cattle
do in this country. This made them very
nimble in climbing trees, &c.'’— See
Monboddo, '

« As the Arai)s had their excellencies,
fo have they, like other nations, their de-
fe&ts and vices. Their own writers- ac-
~ knowledge that they -have a natural dif-
pofition to war, bloodfhed, cruelty, and
rapine, being fo much addited to bear
malice, that they fcarce ever forget an old

_— © grudge:



[ 103 1
grudge: Such vindiftive temper, fome
phyﬁciax;s.fay, is occafioned by their fre-
gquent feeding on camel’s flefb—that creature
being moft malicious and tenacious of an--
ger ; which account fuggefts a good reafon-
for a diftintion of meats.”—Vide Poc..

Spec. p. 8s.

The principles of natural bodies,-accord- -
ing to the chymifts, are water, earth, oil,
falt, fpirit.—Arbuthnot defcribing the ex-
treme tenuity or {mallnefs of the lymphatic
and capillary arteries, thence obferves—
« Hence one eafily perccives the incon-
veniency of vifcidity which obftruéts, and
acrimony that deftroys the capillary vefe
fels.”—Arbuthnot on Alim. p. 39.—% All
agimals are made immediately or mediately

Hs4 of
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of vegetables, that is, by feeding on’ vege-
tables, or on animals that are fed on vege-
* .tables, there being no p;()cefs in infinitum.””
Prop. 2.—¢ Vegetables are proper enough
to repair animals, as being near of the
fame fpecific gravity with the animal juices,
and as confifting of the fame parts with
animal fubftances, fpirit, water, falt, oil,
earth 5 all which are contained in the fap
they derive from the earth, which confifts
of rain-water, air, putrified juices of plants

and animals, and even minerals, for the

athes of plants yield fométhing which the

Joadftone attrats.”’—Arbuthnot, p, 5t.—

Hence Arbuthnot proceeds to analize the
various parts of the vegetable world, begin--

ning with the farinaceous feeds of culmi--

ferous plants, as he terms the various forts
) of
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of grain, on.which he beftows very deferved
encomiums j thence he pafles to fruits of
“srees. and” thrubs, and from thence to the
alimentary leaves, of which he fays, « Of
alimentary leaves, the olera, or pot herbs,
afford an excellent nourifhment ;; amongft
thofe are the cole or cabbage kind, emoli-
ent, laxative, and refolvent, alkalefcent, and
therefore proper in cafes of acidity. Red
cabbage is reckoned a medicine in con-
fumptions and fpittings of blood. Amongft
the pot herbs are fome laltefcent plants, as
lettuce, endive, and dandelion, which con-
tain a2 moft wholefome juice, refolvent of
the bile, anodyne, and cool'mlg_; extremely
ufeful in all difeafes of the liver. Arti-
chokes contain a rich nutritious ftimulating
juice. Of alimentary roots, fome are pulpy

and
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and wery nutritious, as turnips, carrats ;.
thefe bave a fattening quality, which they-
manifelt in. fecding of cattle.”—Page 63

and 64..

. ¢« Animal fubftances differ from vege-
tables in two things. Firft, In that being.
reduced to athes, they are perfe&ly infipid ;-
all animal falts being volatile, fly off swith.
great heat.  Secondly, In that there is no.
fincere acid in any animal. juice. From-
the two fore-mentioned differences of vege-
table and animal fubftances, .it follows,.
firft, that all animal diet is alkalefcent or
anti-acid ; fecondly, that animal fubftance,
containing no fixt falt, want the afliftance
of thofe for digeftion which preferve them -

both within and without the body from
putre~
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putrefa@ion.”—p. 77. — ¢ Water is the
chief ingredient in all the animal fAuids and
folids 5 for a dry bone, dittilled, affords 3
great quantity .of infipid water ; therefore
- water feems to be proper drink for every

fort of animal.”—p. 79.

& The firft fort of alimentary fubffances
are fuch as are of fo mild a nature, that they
aé& with {mall force upon the folids ; and as
the altion and rea&tion are equal, the
fimalleft degree of force in the folids digeft

" and affimilate them ; of fuch fort is milé,
&c.”—p. 118,—Acid auftere vegetables
before-mentioned have this qua]ity. of con-
denfing the fluids, as well as ftrengthening
t‘he folids. —p. 125.— Animal fubftances .
are al alkaline ; 3 of vegetable fubftances

' ‘ fome
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foine' are acid, others are alkalefcent.”—-
p. 126.—< An animal with a ftrong vital
force of .digeftion will turn acids into
animal fubftances, but if its food be entirely
alkalefcent,. its juices will be mere fo.—
No perfon is able to fupport a diet: of flefh
and water without acids, as falt, vinegar,.
and bread, without falling, into a putrid
fever.”—182.—% A conftant adherence ta
one diet may have bad effets on any con-
flitution. Nature has provided a great
variety of nourifhment for human creatures,.
and furnifhed us with appetites of defire,.
and organs to digeft them. (There is a moft
curious bill. of fare in Sir Hans Sloane’s.
Natural Hiftory of Jamaica.” }—p. 216.—
« There are vegetables, acid, alkaline,,
<oolin g,,_hot,‘,relaxifxg, aftringent, acrid, and

mild,
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mild, &c. ufeful or hurtful according ‘te
the different conftitutions to which they
are applied. There may be a ftronger '
broth -made of vegetables than any gravy
»foup.”—Qp. 219.—* I know more than one -
inftance of infanible paffions being fubdued
by a vegetable diet.””—p. 226,—* Plethoric
¢onftitutions are fubje& to fall into this
dlkaline ftate of the fluids, which is more
dangerous than -that which proceeds from

acidity.”—p. 292.

‘But the late ingenious Dr. Elliot,: in his
élements of natural.-philofophy, as connetied
with medicine, has givenus, I think, a moft
inconteftable proof, thatanimalsare not the
pré)per food of man. Infpeaking of fermen-
tation, he exprefles himfelf as follows :

“« Vegetable
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« Vegetable and animal fubftances only
are fubjeét to this procefs (fermentation.)
There are {everal ftages of it, all of which
vegetabley but' not antmal . fubftances may
undergo.”

« By fermentation the particles of the |
compound fuffer & new arrangement, fo
timat the’ properties of the fubflance become
diffeient from what they wese befere.””.

« If a vegetable juice of grapes for ex-
ample be ferfhenttd, . it will yield ondiftilla-
tion; inflammable’ fpirit, which' the: muft
did not yield before fermentation: Thisis
called the virious fermentation.”

« If
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< If the fame liquid be farther fermented-

‘it will yield vinegar, which could not be

obtained from the liquid before, either in its

-original’ or vinous ftate. This is,, there-

fore, called the acetous. fermentation.”

¢« The third ftate  of fermentation is

putrefation; by which the fubftance is-

converted fitft into a mucilage and after—
waxds: into- caleareous: earth ;; marine and |
other acids, ard volatile alcali, which efcap-
ing with-a portion of oily, matter,- nccynﬁons ,

tlpe difagrecable fmell arifing; from putrefy- .

ing fubfances.”

<« Animal-lubftances can only pafs through-

the latter fluge: (putrefaction), and-there-

fore have:. probably already 'undergone the-

9 former,
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former, that is the vinous and acetous
férmentations.”

4

-Now may we not from hence fairly con-
clude, that the vinous and acetous fermen-
tation are the means by which the vege-
.taﬁle' is perfeted into the animal? Putre-
fa&ion, the abhorrence of animal nature, -
the only fermentation ‘of ‘which a corpfe is
cz'lpable, feems to be the means that nature
einploys to reduce a dead body, or rather
abody diforganized, to a ftate fufceptible of
vegetation.~—Hence the circle feems to-
be—vegetation, animalization, putrefaction, .
and again vegetation. Hence the ftomach
has a double tafk to perform on a corpfe or
putrefying fubftance, viz. to raife it to -
'vegetation, and then to animalization.

On
-/
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On vegetable fubftances the ftomach has
nothing to do, but to perfe& the order of

nature by bringing the vegetable to the
next ftage or animalization.

(5.) T am perfuaded that all nations
at one time or other have been cannibals,
and that .men, as foon as they became ani-
mals of preys which I have faid they were
not originally, fed upon thofe of their own
kind as well as upon other animals.”—

Monboddo on Language, vel. i.-p. 228.

(6.) « It is an unqueftionable fad; that
all animals which have but one ftomach and
fhort inteftines, like men, dogs, wolves,

lions, &c. are carnivorous.”
1 ¢« The
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< The caroivoraus tribes, can by ne
mpeans {ubfifh without fleth.”
Bufforys Nat. Hifk vol. iv. p. 193.

The laft aflertion, howevér; is confuted
in the moft pointed maaner ;, notoply by the
~ pradiice of Hindoftan, where many milljons.
of mexn, {ubkift entirely on vegetahles, bus
excn by the example of the peafantry of
mofk countrigs in. Europe, who tafte flefh
f feldcm, that it,cannot he fuppofed to can:
tribut. in. the leaft to their welfare.

¢7-), « Thefe are the reproaches which
in all, geriods have been.thrown ugon. man,,
in, 3 flate of focicty, by certpin. auftere
and favage philof phers.—Did this fate of
idgal innocence, of exalted temperance, of
: entire
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entire abftinence from fleth, of perfoct tran-
quilityy of profound peace, ever exift !—

Does the lofs of this favage ftate ment. .

gegret? Was man, while a wild unfocial
animal, more dignified than tﬁe polithed”
citizen?” &ec.

Buffon’s Nat. Hnﬁ'; vol. iv. p. 184

(8.) T'he abftinence of the Pythagoreans
£rom every kind of animal food is fufficiently
notorious. That the Epitureans alfo bound-
ed their pleafures by the produce of the
vegetable world, we have the teftimony of

{everal writers,

Ty fag Emapion o winag, ax’ w3 4d vogo.
Quts apfauinw, pads xy T uzgoé‘péwg A
Qaniesli..

" Rorphyrii de- Abftia, Lib, I, para. 48.
I2 The



[ 116 ]

“The Manicheans were a fe& of Chriftians
who believed in 2 good and an évil.prin-
éfpl"e,—worﬂﬁppedl the fun and other glori-
ous objeéts of nature—had a firm faith in
the New Teftament, but rejected the Old,
which they faid defcribed the 'Almi,ghty un-
juft; and religioufly abftained from all kinds
of animal food. For that, and fome other
good-natured practices and opinions, they
fuffered much obloquy, and were perfecuted
by what they call the Catholic Church.
Againft this fet St. Auguftine indulges
himfelf in a ftrain of the moft indecent,
bitter, and illiberal inve&ive. ¢ Nunc
videamus tria illa fignacula qua in veftris
moribus magna laude & predicatione jacta-
tis 7 Quee funt tandem ifta fignacula? Oris
ceré & manuum & finus. Quid eft hoc?

’ Ut
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" Ut ore inquit, & manibus, & finu caftus, &
innocens fit homo, &c.”
St. Auft: de moribus Manichaorum.

(9.) « When the natives of the Ca;xary
1flands, who were called Guanchos, wanted

rain, or had too much, or in any other

calamity, they brought their fheep and.

goats. into -a place appointed, and fevering

_the young ones from their dams, raifed a .

general bleating amongft them, which they
imagined would appeafe the wrath of the

Supreme Power, and incline him to fend .

them what they wanted.”
Aftley’s Voyages, vol. i. p. 549.
(10.) Pronaque cum fpe&ent animalia catera terram
Os homini fublime dedit, czlumque videre

N

Juffit & eredtos ad fidera tollere vultus.

Ovid, Metam. Lib. I. Fab,2.. -

I3 (11.) KEger
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{1§3.) ZEger enim, vitwe pofita fpe, cervus inertes.
Confugit ad lachrymas; et figxo poplite frontem.
Arboream demittit Rumi, vitamgue pregatus
Suppliciter, triftes immurmurat ore querelas,
' Pradium Rufticum Vanier.

" {12.) Befides that we do not uhd{epﬁand
the language of animals, is by no means a.
cenvincing proof that they are deftitute of
fpeech.

Ev Je pn vpews Evmepnr, 7 3970 5 edoyag a6 b-
dws & Erdwreg, udh wes Bxvbox i bpan»&, n Tupaw ox
o o1 Adlind Tpa@eilic 3 arr’ ’(rm hayym ﬂeamz; 3
wior fegor wgss egoss Txps poomeTane

Porphyr. de Abftin, Lib. III. par, 3.

« Is it not abfurd to deny language to
other animals, merely becaufe we do not
underftand
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uidetftand them? It is as if dhe crows.
 thould imagine that their voice was the fole
fpeech amongft animals, and that men were
devoid of reafon; becaufe our lhnguagk was
not intelligible to them; ér as if the
Athenians fliould edficlude that théy alone
weére gified with language, and fhould exa
clude from the lift of ratiorial creatures all
thofe whe undérftand not the Attic tbngue.
To an Atlieniany however; the croaking of
a crow is as intelligible a5 the dialeds of 4
Syrian or a Perfian: Is it not; therefore,
abfurd t3 decide ofi the rationability ér
irrationability of dnimals by their voiee; of
by thelr filence! By this critetion the-
Almighty himfelf and the reft of the Gods
would be found irrational; betaufe they do
I s nét
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not exprefs themfelves in the Yanguage of

men,’?

« Thofe, however, whofe bufinefs it is
“to rear animals, are at no lofs to under-
ftand their language. The huntfman knows
by the voice of the hound, whether he is
in fearch of the hare or purfues him, whe-
ther he has found him, or has loft the fcent.
In the fame manner the cow-herd can tell
when thekine are dry or hungry, or fatigued,
whether they are ftimulated to venery, or
call for their young. ‘The voice of man is
alfo underftood by other animals, and whe-
ther we threaten or carefs them; whether
we call or inftigate them ; in fhort, what-
ever we exprefs, they inftantly comprehend,
and readily execute or obey. Now this

would
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would be impoflible, inlefs there were be-
tween man and . other animals a fimilarity
of intelle&, by which they mutually operate
upon and move each other.”

Porphyr. de Abftin, Lib. III.

(13:) This is proved not only by folitary
and fortuitous examiples, but by the pra&tice
of whale nations. .

¢ The original inhabitants of the Canary
Iflands are called by Linfchoten, and other
authors, Guanchos. They were a rude
uncivilized people, every one taking as
many wives as he pleafed.—4s ta their
\ children they gave them to the goats ta Suckle.?

)A&ley’s Voyages, vol. i. p. s.
(14.) Their
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- {x4.) Their prefervation depends in
general upon the protection of men, while
man in return receives from them the moft
effential fervices. To them at leaft the
moral fcheme fhould extend,

« ¥s it not highly unreafonable, fays
Porphyrius, de Abftin. Lib, III. to affert,
that with men totally addiQted to their paf-
fions, men who facrifice every thing to luft,
barbarity, rapacity,  and vengeance, with
men, in fhort, who exceed in cruclty the
moft ferocious animals, with pasricides; fors
inftance, with muorderers, and rafans of
the moft flagitieus defcription, with tyrasnts,.
and the minifters of tyranny; the rules of
juftice fhould be obferved ; and fhall juftice
be denied to the hufbandman («pilwa) ox,

to
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to i_hc dog educated with us, to the cattle

that nourith us with their milk, or with
their waol pratect us from the cold 2’

Opullsg yzg 1) xvres x Taihe Tor Télpamodur, o
" aiyss, mwos epoCale ores, mparovos wng pile arbpumes
xaswnas wPaipibula sppu.  Kas gy %pwmm wia
Ovau, s xpra v aslpomwr xalipnoir, Tus Te arbpn-
woc o5 v xpnle gular, w0 dxziw euilar, avkis v
05 muncs Amy g apos avle walioxwagaca,
Regpepe weps amoxugs.  Lib. IIE.

¢29.) They facrifice wpon the top of the
mountains, and burn incenfe upon the hills,
under oaks and poplars, and elms, decaufs
the fadrw thereof is good.—~Hokea iv. 33.

(16.) The
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(16.) The firft adoration of mankind:
was paid, no doubt, to heaven and earth,
and this worfhip was nothing elfe than a
fentiment of gratitude emanating from the
heart. Ridiculous! fays the Chriftian, to
worfhip brute bodies who beftow this be-
nign influence from neceflity, and without
the fentiment of benevolence. Yes, but
the favage feels and admires, and does not
calculate nicely to efcape from the demands
of gratitude.—But if we are not to pay our
worfhip to any thing in heaven or on the
earth, to what then is our adoration due?
To an invifible fomething or nothing, which .
every man fathions according to his own,
fancy !—But is this factitious god of yours .
good by nature or malevolent? If he be
naturally good, which you muft undoubt-

- edly
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edly reply, neither can he have any claim
to our gratitude fince he alfo alls from
neceffity. ' T

(17.) (Reference omitted in page 63,
at Kama-peva.) Kama-pEva, literally
the God of Fire; (or the Sun) is the moft
common name of the God of Love among

the Hindoos.

4 Almighty Cama! or doth Smara bright,
Or proud Ananga give thiee more delight? .
Whate'er thy feat, whate’er thy name,
‘Seas, earth, and air thy reign proclaim ¢
All to thee their tribute bring,
And hail thee univerfal King.”
Hymn to Cama-deva, tranﬂatcd by Sir. W. ]oncs.

“(18.) « Antiquiffimus]Italiz rexSaturnus
tantz juftitiz fuifle traditur, ut neque

fervierit
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fervierit fub Hlo quifquam neque aliud pri-
vaca rei habuerit; fed omnia communia es
indivifa fuerint, veluti unum cun&is patri-
. ynonium effet. Hazc =tas aurea vocata.
cft. Ad fervandam tam. felicis temporis
memoriam inflituta funt apud Graecos ét
Romanos Saturnalia, in-quibus doainorum.
ac fervorum jus mquabatar, &c.”’—Vide
\Juﬁin.

« Alors le ciel etla terre garébient un
ordre charmant, et toutes chofes croifloient
aVenvi. Les oifeaux faifovent leurs nids &
bas qu’on pouvoit les prendre avec la mairts
tous les animaux fe- Ixtflbtenit condurre & Ta
wolonté de Phomme. On tenoit le juffe
smtieny, et loconcorde regnoit partont,  On
ne: comptoit point 1’année par les jours
' Il
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1l w’yavoit ni dedans ni dehors, ni mien ni
tin. Clefk ainfi que gouvernoit Hoenes
June. Mais quand. om eut degenéie de cet
beureux état ; les aifeaux et les hétes, les
wers et les ferpens, tous .enfemble et
comme: de_concert firent, la guerre 2 Vhome
me.”’~—Extrait des Hiftoriens Chincis. See .
de Fosigine des laix, des Arts. et. des -
Sciences, Tom. iii. p. 319. '

“ Lopi et le Omi-Ri difent que dans
L’antinui.té la plus reculée, les hommes—
fe caghpient au fond. des,' rachers, qu’ils
peuploient les deferts, et vivoient en. So-,
cieté avec toutes les creatures. Ils. ne
fongeoient paint 4 faire aucun mal. aux
bites, et les bétes ne fongeoient point i les.
offenfer.  Mais dans les ages fuivans, an:
’ / devint
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devint trop éclairé, ce qui fit revolter. tous
les animaux : armés d’ongles, de dens, de
cornes et de v‘::nin, ils attaquoient Phomme
et ’homme ne pouvoit leur réfifter. Alors
Yeou-tfao regna, et ayant fait le premier
des maifons de bois en forme de nids
d’oifeaux, il porta le peuple 2 s’y retirer
pour éviter les bétes fauvages.”—Ditto.

The felicity of the golden age is ftill at
certain intervals celebrated in_the Eaft-
Indies, at the temples of Jaggernat and
Mamoon. During thofe feafons of feftivity
the feveral cafts mix together indifcrimi-
nately in commemoration of the perfett
equality that prevailed amongft mankind in

the age of innocence.

(19.)
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- {19.) « Itis the greateft boaft of philofo~

phyand eloquence, that they ficht congregat-

ed men difperft, united them into focieties,

~ and built up the houfes and walls of cities.

1. with they could unravel all théy had

woven; that we might have our woods
and our innocence again, inftead of our
caftles and our policies. They have af-
fembled many thoufand of fcattered people
into one body ; ’tis true they have done fo;

they have brought them together into cities

to cozen, and into armies to murder one

another.””—Cowley, ¢ on the Danger of an

heneft Man’s keeping Company.”

"¢ Afterthe Gods, fays Diodorus Siculus,
(fecond feQtion of book firft,) Menas
reigned m Agypt. He taught the people

2 K in
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.in what manner to venerate the gods,.and

was the firft who inflituted certain rites of
.religion 5 he alfo inftructed them to make .

.,taibles,}a.nd to erect beds, and to cloath .

.themfelves in precious garments, and was
in fhort the firft mafter of fumptuofity,
luxury, and magnificence. Many ages,
after him reigned Gnephachtus—the father
.of Bocchoris the Wife.~This monarch
having led his army into Arabia, was
reduced to.the greateft extremity.for wanﬁ
of provifions on account of the .Bar/re;b;
nefs ap.d,difﬁcul,ty of the place, and evcn.he
‘himfelf was obliged, for the fpace.of .one
day, to feed . upon. ‘the - vulgar fare which
.chance fupplied. But the prince was fo
-much delighted with this fimple food, that
he pronommed an anathema agamﬂ: luxury, :
and
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and imprecated perdition on the king who
£isf} invented ‘and introduced the delicate
and coftly apparatus of life. Nay, {omuch
was he pleafed with this change of fqod,
potion and repofe, that he caufed that im-
precation to be infcribed in facked cha-
raters in the temple of Jave at Thebes,
which was principélly the caufe that the.
glory a.nd'.honow:s of Menas did not endure.
to pofterity.”

What St. Augyftin fays of hig childifh.
ftudies, may properly be applicd ta a civil,
life.—¢ Inde in Scholam datus fum ut difa_

cerem litteras, in quibus quid utilitatis
eflet, ignorabam mifery et -tamen fi fegnis
in difcendo eﬂ'em, vapulabam. Laudabatur

enim hoc a' majoribus, ef multi ante nos

K a vitam
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vitam dlam agentes, preftruxerunt Zrum-
nofas vnas, {per quas 'tranfire’ cogebamur,
multxplxcato labore et dolore ﬁlns Adam.—
Confeﬂionum, Lib. 1. p. 68,

" {20.) « Mirbr autem tuam, Solon, hof-
pitemn, fi nuper quum Deliis magnam luf--

trationem faceret, non obfervavit ab ipfis'

_in témplum inferri monimenta atque ex-
empla primi alimenti, cum aliis -fponte fua-
nafcentibus, malvam et albucum, quorum
probabile eft Heéfiodum quoque nebis- vili-
tatem “ac fimplicitatem - .commendare.”—
Plut, Convivium, -

" The anfient Greeks lived entuely on' the
fruits of the earth.—See Porphynus, wept

amoxms slvxwr, Book IV, parag: 2.
Co : The
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. 'The ancient Syrians abftained from every °
fpecies of animal £ood.-—$ecdxtto,,Book IV,

parag. 15, . L >

By the Jaws of Triptolemus the Athe-
nians were ftridly commanded to abftain
from all living ereatures,—See Porphyr.
de Abftinentia. ‘ :

Even o late as the days of Draco, the
Attic oblations conﬁﬁed on]y of the fruits
of the earth. —See Potter s Antiquities of
Greece, vol. i. p. 183

« Prifci homines foli et fidéribus quos
ex:ﬂxmabant deos, herbam cum follis et
K3 radice
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widice  comburebant:  miittcbant etiam
awapyws, Frogum primitias; nam animalia
occidere nefas arbitrabantur. Et dicebat
Pythagoras fe aliquando concilio deorum
interfuiffe eofque - didicife Agyptiorum
facrificia probare quaa libationibus conftant,
thure et Jaudibus, non placere animantium
czdes.””—Eufeb, Przpar. Evang. Lib. L.,

c. 9.

869'pudet herbofum, dxxi pofuifie moretumv
In Dominz menfis? An fua caufa jubet?
Lalte mero veteres ufi memorantur ct herbis
Sponte fua fi quas tellus ferebat, ait
Candidus elif mifcetur cafeus herbe
.Cognofeat prifces at Dea pritaa cibes.: «°
: . Ovid Faft, LibIV,

| R vEmpedocles,
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Empedocles,. fpeaking of facrifice in the-
earlier ages of the world, fays,.

*0vd Tig wyixswoio ' Apng Stog, @3 xvdoipog,
Ovdr-Zevs Baainug, ovd’ 5»pr0;,~83" H] 1Hoa‘£53‘&'»,
. AXna Kumpis Baciraics '
" Ty oy’ woeltioo ayziuaciy shagxoslo
Tpaalois 7e {woss, pupaios 7t duidarsooporg
Tuvprs v avpars Svaiais,- MCare 1 Suiodg
Tavpwr b axproics Qoros & duilo Bowos
" AN pvoos 7El soxer ¥ arbpumoies peypicey:
Suosr amopprtarkes shpoas T yve..
Vide Pérphys de Abftin. Lib. II, paw 21

«- The firft introdudtion of: animal- feod:
among the Pheenicidns,, aréfe. from’ the: fol-
lowing incident. as- related by Neanthes
Cyzicenus and Afclepindes Cyprivs.. I
the beginning no animal was fasrificed. to-

K % the
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the Gods, nor was there any pofitive law to
prevent this, for it was forbidden by the
law of nature. In the time of Pygmalion,
however, a’ Pheenician, who reigned in
Cyprus, an occafion occurred in which it
was thought neceffary to redeem life by life,
and an animal was facrificed, and totally
confumed by fire. Some time after the in-
trodution of this pradtice, a part of the
burnt-offering happening to fall to the
ground, the prieft picked it up, and burn-
ing his hand in the aftion, in order to miti-
gate the pain, applied his fingers to his
mouth. Inticed by the flayour of the flefh,
and unable to reftrain his eager-defire, he :
eat himfelf, and gave part of .the facrifice to -
his wife. 'When Pygmalion was made ac-.
quainted with this atrocity, he caifed them :
both
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both to be thrown down a rock, and gave
the priefthood to another : the new prieft
foon fell into the temptation of his prede-
ceflor, and 'was punifhed in the fame man-
ner. His fate, however, did not - deter
imitation, and that which was committed
by many was foon pra&ifed with impunity
by all.”’—=Porphyr. de Abftin. &c.

(21.) % Omnis enim intemperantia,
omnis divitiarum fpes et gloriz per hos
(demones malos) exiftit, et przcipue de-
ceptio : -quippe cum mendacium ipfis pro-
prium fit.—Ifti funt qui libatione et nidore-
oble&antur : quibus fpirituale corpus eorum
pinguefcit.—Vivit enim id vaporibus et
~ fuffimentis, et ex variis, vario modo, ni- "
~ doribus et fanguine, et carnibus cofro.”

boratus.”
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Boratur.”—Porphyr. de Abftin. Lib. Ik
parag. 42.

 Et vero vetufta.illa facrificia- humanarum:
Boftiarum, neque Diis optanda neque grata:
fuiflc veri fimile eft, nec temere reges et
duces Suos dabant liberos,eo,fque. ipli ma&ta—
bant afque_ Jugulabant, fed ut iracundiam et
acerbitatem dirorum geniorum averrunca-

rent atque faﬁamng.e-Plutarch. de Defetu.

- {(322.} O true believers—ye are allowed:
to. cat the brute cattle.—Sale’s Koran;.
page 82. The idolatrous Arabs ufed, in
killing any animal for food, to confecrate .
as it were to their idols, by faying, in the
name of Allat or al Uzaa, Sal¢’s Koran.
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'@ Every moving thing that liveth fhall
be meat for you ; even as the green herb
have I given: you all things.”—Genefis,
Chap. 9.

«] will, as the Amighty hath commanded,
kill a young lamb. Hafte my love, and
chufe the fineft flowers to ftrew the facri-
fice. 1 took the beft of my flack; but my
children, it is impoffible to give you a de-
fcription of what 1 felt, when I went to
deprive the innocent creature of life. It
trembling feized 'my hand; I was faarce
able to hold the ftruggling yitim, and.
never could I have brought myfelf to give
it death, had net my refolution been anidnated
bjtbe cxprefs command of the author of 4 hfe,
The very remembrance of its endeavours

: ' %0
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to efcape gives me pain. When I beheld
its quivering limbs. in the laft moment of its
exiftence, an univerfal tremor fhook:my:
own; and when it lay before me without
fenfe or motion, dreadful forebodings in-
vaded my troubled foul.”—Death of Abel,
page 85. : '

Nothing but the exprefs command of:
the God of Fear could fteel the human.
heart to an execution fo cruel!

‘The offerings of gratitude, which in the
firfk ages the human race facrificed to the
gods, confifted fimply of grafs. In propor=.
tion, however, as men multiplied their en-
joyments, moze coftly offerings were made -
of honey, wine, corn, incenfe. T he laft

- and
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and lateft mode of facrifice; that of imino-
" lating animals, did not, like the cuftom of »
facrificing fruits, owe its origin to any glad
occafion or joyful circumftance, but.was
rather the mg[ejumu of famine or fome other.
dire difirefs. Of all the animals that were
flain among the Athenians, the firft caule
of death, fays Porphyrius, was either anger,
fear," or accident. -~ A woman for -example
of the name of Clymene, by an involuntary
blow killed a hog. - Her hufband,. terrified
at the impiety of the a&ion, went to Del-
phos to confult the oracle in what manner
the crime fhould be expiated. The Deity
of Delphos treated the affair as ; venal
tranfgreffion, and men began foon to con-
fider the murder of fwine as.a matter of
- little moment.—~Porphyr. de Abftin.
. . To
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- “Toa certain prieft who afked permiffion.
to offer up fheep'an the dltars of the Gods,
the oracle at léngth gave leave, but with
great - circumfpection.  The -oracle runs
thus ' h

. O e Dagesg wlins o gaiag 158 Brceswg
_ Eyyors Ssionpamar. 8 & exusior ar na'lomw‘, .

Kspre’ maom %0 ¥ smionoms, Qops 3‘maw5. o

«-Q,-fon of the prophets! it is not
lawful to {lay by violence the fheep; but if
any of them fhould confent voluntarily to
his death, bim you may with clean hands
hwfuliy facrifice.” '

The fn’& ﬂaughter of a bullock amongft.

the Athenians § is r:lmd in the following . ~
manner
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‘manner by Porphyrius, on:the teftimony of
tradition, and more .antient writers: His
account is alfo confirmed by Paufanias.in, -
is defeription of Greecey Lib. 1. ¢. 24

¢« In the.reign of Erechtheus, a prieft of
-the name of Diomus having placed upon
the altar of Jupiter Palieus an offering,,
-confifting of barl;y -and honey, -a .bullock. -
‘happened to approach the altar, and put his.
:mouth to the offering.” )

« Enraged .at the bull fer tafting :anl-
“trampling . upon the confecrated .cake, 'the
zealous prieft feized an hatchet and killed:
-the animal ‘by a fingle blow. No Jooner- -
-had he perpetrated, than he began to re.:
.pent him of the impious aQion, Hebusied: .

> : the °
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the bullock, and impelled by an evil con-
fcience, fled of his own accord to the ifland
of Crete. - Soon after the Athenian terri-
tories were -afli®ed by a great famine.
The Athenians fent to confult the Oracle
-of Delphos, with refpe& to the means of
i'elieving themfelves - from this calamity;
the Pythian prieftefs returned them this
refponfe, « that there was at Crete an exile
who would expiate their affli®ions, and
that if they would infli® punifhment ‘on
the flayer, and eret in the place where he
fell a ftatue to the flain, that this would
greatly benefit thofe who tafted, as alfo
thofe who had not touched the dead. Hav-
ing made fearch for the exile me’ntioxiéd by
the Oracle, the Athenians at length found
this Dieus, .who, thinking to take away
the
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the ftigma and odium of his crime by com-:
municating it to all, told them that the
city ought to flay abullock. As they ftood
hefitating at this propoﬁxl,. and unable to
decide who fhould perpetrate the deed,
Diomus offered to ftrike the blow on thefe
conditions, that they would grant him the
freedom of their city, and alfo participate
with him in the murder of the animal.
Having agreed to thefe conditions, they re-
turned to the city, where they regulated the
order of the execution in the manner in
which it is ftill performed by them at this
day.

“ They chofe a number of virgins to
bring water in order to whet the hatchet
and the knife. When thefe weapons were )

) L . fharpened,
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fharpened, one man delivered the ax, an<
other fruck the bulleck, and a third cut his
throat, They then fkinned the animal, and
all thofe that were prefent tafted of his flefh.
Having done this, they fewed up the fkin,
fuffing it with firaw, and fetting it up as .
if it were alive, put a plough to his tail, and
placed him as it were in a& to till the
ground. Theythen called before the tribunal
of juftice thofe who had been guilty of the
" fad, in order that they might juftify them-
felves. The virgins who brought the water,
threw the blame on thofe who had whetted the
fteel ; they who had whetted the fteel blamed
the perfon who delivered the hatchet; he
threw the blame on the man who cut the
bullock’s throat, and the latter accufed the
‘weapon, which, as it could not defend it-

4 felf;
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felf, was found guilty of the murder, and
thrown jnto the fca.”—Porphyr. de Abftin.
Lib. II. parag. 29 and 30.—~Something
fimilar to the above is related of a northern

Hoord of Tartars.

« The bear has alfo fome part in their
divine worﬂai;}. As foon as they haye killed
. the creature, they pull off its fkin, and

hang it in prefence of their Idol on a very

high tree, and afterwards reyere it, and
amule themfelves with doleful lamentations,
as _if thgy repented of the impious _deed‘.
They ridiculoufly blead that it was the ar=

row, not they, that gave the lethal wound,

and that the feather added wings to its un-
bappy flight,” &c.—

Attley’s Voyage, vol. jii, p. 355-

L2 The
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The dreadful calamities occafioned by a

great deluge, forced the Chinefe to feed

upon their fellow creatures.

« Les eaux yu étoient pour ainfi dire-
arrivées jufqu’au ciel et elles s’élevoient
au-deflus des plus hautes montagnes : Les
peuples périffoient ainfi miférablement. Au
milieu de cet affreux déluge. . . . . . Jecom- |
mencois par couper les bois, en fuivant les
chaines des montagnes : aprés quoi Pey et
moi nous apprimes aux hommes a manger-

de 1a chair.”—Du Halde, vol. ii. p. 301.-

" In the fame manner the natives of Cha--
naan and of Mefopotamia were driven to
the dire neceflity of feeding upon their-
fellow creatures by a deluge which covered

c " the
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the face of the earth, and deftroyed the
green herb which God had given to ‘the
human race for food. In this deplorable
ftate the children of Noah were compelled
to lay their hands on the life of the cattle of
the field, and God found it neceffary to
deliver to the Patriarch a new precept.
« Every moving thing that liveth fhall be
meat for you, even as the green herb have
I given you all things.”—Gen. ch. ix.

ver. 3.

Thus we find that nothing thort of the
moft confummate. diftrefs could compel the
human race to fubfit by the murder of
other animals. Unfortunately for every
order of life the horrid at of violence,
fuggefted by a lawlefs necefiity, had become

L3 by



£ o150 1]
By frequent repetition an unfeeling habit,
#nd the practice of deftroying our fellow
Creatures furvived the calamiity by which it
was occafioned.

(23.) « This being done, they made
trial whether tife vi&im was willing t6 be
facrificed to the gods by drawing a knife
from its forehead to the tail, as Servius has
obferved, to which, if the viétim ftruggled,
it was rejeCted as not acceptable to the
gods ; but if it ftood quiet at the altar then
they thought the gods were pleafed with it ;
yet a bare non-refiftance was not thought
fufficient; except it would alfo give its con~
fent as it were by a gracious nod, (which:
was the antient manner of approving or

granting, whence the word imwdsy among-
) the
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the Greeks, and annuere among the Ro-
mans, fignifying to give aflent to any
thing) and to this purpofe they poured
water into its ear, and forhetimes barley,
-" which théy called ﬂpoxlﬂa;.”—POtter's Gre-
¢ian Antiq. vel. i. p. 20I.

Dabant opéram viQimarii ut vittima in
cultros fuppofitos five fubjectos capite in-
cumbens, fpeciem p}a:beret fponte ad in-
teritum fe offerentis.

.. In vulnus cecidere greges.
Papin. in Thebaide.

«Ov [ ,9‘1‘“‘ Slusrtsy Siwy yevos 15 Biakws
- Eyyon Quotrpeir® & 8 exuaior ar xclavevon
Xepn’ smiuanr 70 & smionoms Prys Jxaeg*
' Oracle of Delphoss
Ly By
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"By a quibble equaily miferable were the
lives of innocent animals explained away
amongft the Jews. God and Nature, which
are the fame, had faid to Adam, ¢ Behold
T have given you every herb bearing feed,
which is upon the face of the cartﬁ, and
every tree in which is the fruit of a tree
yielding feed; to you it fhall be for mieat,”

Gen, chap. i. ver. 29.

« But flefh, with the life thereof, which
is the blood thereef, thall you not eat,”
Gen. chap. ix. ver. 5.

How did the Jews elude this pofitive
command of a merciful God? Why, they
murdered the animal, and pouring out. his

blood upon the earth like water, devoured
' his
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his flefh without fcruple ; and they faid we
have not violated the law, we have not
eaten the fleth with the life thereof, which
is the blood thereof, for the blood we have

poured upon the earth like water !

%« Thou fhalt not eat the blood, for the
blood is the life ; thou fhalt pour it upon
the earth like water,” Levit. chap. xvii."

In the fame manner « theIndians (Ameri-
can) through a ftrong principle of religion,
abftain from eating the blood of any animal,
as it contains the life and fpirit of the heart,
and was the very eflence of the facrlﬁt.es,
that were to be offered up for finners.”

Adair’s Hift. of AmericanIndians, p. 134..

By
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- By wicked evafions, and perfidiaus quib-
bles like thefe, the Hindoos have alfo in
fome inflances learnt ¢o elude the pious and
falutary precepts of their law.

« Whenever a Hindoo has occafion to
crofs the Carramnafla, or the accurfed river,
which in the dry feafon is fordable, he
- gives 2 Mahomedan a picce of maney to -
carry him over upon his back, that his feet
may not be wet with the accurfed river,
which is a thing forbidden by their religion.
In this and many other inftances the letter
of the commandment is obferved, while the
fpirit of it is loft; for I think, one cannot
doubt but that the intention of this law was
%o keep them within their own p'rovinc,es.” .

Letters from the Eaft-Indies.

(24.)
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' (24.) “ But the Bramins deny that any
fuch perfon as Brimha exxﬁed which we
have reafon to believe is the truth, as Brimha,

"in the Shanfcritta language, alegorically

fignifies wifdom, one of the principal attri-
butes of the fupreme divinity.”
- Preface to Dow’s Hift. of Hindoftan.

It has ever indeed been cuftomary to at-

’ tribute to the gods the more early efforts

of legiflation, and the firft lawgivers have

‘in all countries been confounded with that

Divine Wispom from which their pre-~'
cepts were derived,

“ Puto enim triumviros iftos - poefeos

. Orphza, Mufeum, Linum non fuiffe fed

effe nomina ab antiqua Pheenicum lingua

qua
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qua ufi Cadmus & ahquandxu pbﬁen.

Mufzus abfque dubio a Mufa five Muoa qued
a aom Mofar, ars, dlfmphna, Orphaus

jtidem a fcientia nomen habuerit.””
Voffius de Art. Poet. Nat. cap. xiii.

* To Moufa (Mofes) that is Wispom, the
Jews have alfo been ambitious of afcnbmg
their code of laws, ‘At leaft this is a more
probable, as well as a more refpe&tful con-
je€ture as to the perfon of the Hebrew law-
giver, (fince conje@ure is all that remains
to us on that head) than that of Suipas,
who tells us, that Mofes was an o/d woman.
Mucw yom ECpuia ¢ st Coyvpappe § wap’ ECpai-
g rop®: g Pnawy *Anifardpos 5~Ms7w'mO- & MoAviswge
Suid. Lex, tom. ii, p. §83.
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