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● A quiz of eight questions

● Letting the audience guess (3 minutes)

● Providing the answer

● Explaining the answer (2 minutes)

This is an entertainment session
This should be fun



How many African countries are 
involved in Wikimedia Research and 
Development?

Question 1
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Research Development



When has the African Wikimedia 
Technical Community in Ghana been 
founded?

Question 2

2016

2017

2018
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Can you name five active Wikimedia 
Developers from Africa?

Question 3

Yes

No



Active 
Developers

Mahuton Possoupe
User:MPossoupe (WMF)
Benin

Alangi Derick
User:X-Savitar
Cameroon

Egbe Eugene Agbor
User:Eugene233
Cameroon

Sam Oyeyele
User:Jamie Tubers
Nigeria

Abel Lifaefi Mbula
User:BamLifa
DR Congo

https://medium.com/@bpossoupe
https://diff.wikimedia.org/2017/03/27/alangi-derick/
https://www.wikiinafrica.org/2023/01/31/episode-19-free-open-cool-tools/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Jamie_Tubers
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:BamLifa


Where is the most productive research 
institutions working on Wikimedia 
Projects?

Question 4

Tunisia

Egypt

South Africa
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University of Sfax, Tunisia

Data Engineering and Semantics 
Research Unit

Informally working since 2011

Recognized as a nationwide research unit in 2012

Robust Infrastructure: Headquarters and Data Center

29 research publications as per Scopus



Do African countries integrate the 
forefront of Wikimedia Research and 
Development?

Question 5

Yes

No
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● Recent integration of African countries
● Dependency on International Collaboration
● Mainly occurred thanks to collaboration with 

BRICS countries
● Poor productivity of African countries.

Not really…

Source: Turki, H., Hadj Taieb, M. A., Ben Aouicha, M., Rasberry, L., & 
Mietchen, D. (2023). Ten years of Wikidata: A bibliometric study. In Wikidata 
Workshop 2023 (forthcoming).



Source: Turki, H., Hadj Taieb, M. A., Ben Aouicha, M., Rasberry, L., & 
Mietchen, D. (2023). Ten years of Wikidata: A bibliometric study. In Wikidata 
Workshop 2023 (forthcoming).

Old     New

Wikidata Research 
Collaboration Network



What is the main target Wikimedia 
Project for research and development 
efforts?

Question 6

Commons Wikidata

Wikipedia Wiktionary
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● +2.9k GitHub repositories
● +12,1k scholarly publications according to Scopus
● Tech giants like Google and IBM develop Wikipedia 

tools
● A huge interest from research institutions all over 

the world
● A very small productivity of Wikimedia volunteers

Wikipedia…

Source: Turki, H., Hadj Taieb, M. A., Ben Aouicha, M., Rasberry, L., & 
Mietchen, D. (2023). Ten years of Wikidata: A bibliometric study. In Wikidata 
Workshop 2023 (forthcoming).

Source: Turki, H., Hadj Taieb, M. A., Ben Aouicha, M., Rasberry, L., & 
Mietchen, D. (2023). Preregistration: Comparing the use of Wikidata and 
Wikipedia by open-source software programmers on GitHub repositories. In 
Wikidata Workshop 2023 (forthcoming).



● +36.2k GitHub repositories
● +945 scholarly publications according to Scopus
● Easier to parse and reuse due to its structured 

format in the form of RDF triples
● Better engagement of Wikimedia volunteers and 

affiliates in research and development related to 
Wikidata

However, Wikidata…

Source: Turki, H., Hadj Taieb, M. A., Ben Aouicha, M., Rasberry, L., & 
Mietchen, D. (2023). Ten years of Wikidata: A bibliometric study. In Wikidata 
Workshop 2023 (forthcoming).

Source: Turki, H., Hadj Taieb, M. A., Ben Aouicha, M., Rasberry, L., & 
Mietchen, D. (2023). Preregistration: Comparing the use of Wikidata and 
Wikipedia by open-source software programmers on GitHub repositories. In 
Wikidata Workshop 2023 (forthcoming).



What is the most efficient governance 
of non-profit Wikimedia research and 
development communities in Africa ?

Question 7

Top-down governance
(Scientific society)

Self-organized distributed governance
(Grassroot)

Affiliate governance
(Wikimedia affiliate)
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Masakhane

Source: Currin, C., Asiedu, M. N., Fourie, C., Rosman, B., Turki, H., et al. 
(2023). A Framework for Grassroots Research Collaboration in Machine 
Learning and Global Health. In MLGH@ICLR 2023 (Non-Archival).

The African Grassroots Community for NLP research



SisonkeBiotik

Source: Currin, C., Asiedu, M. N., Fourie, C., Rosman, B., Turki, H., et al. 
(2023). A Framework for Grassroots Research Collaboration in Machine 
Learning and Global Health. In MLGH@ICLR 2023 (Non-Archival).

The African Grassroots Community for NLP research



Is the African Artificial Intelligence 
community interested in Wikimedia 
research and development?

Question 8

Yes

No
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Nope

Source: Turki, H., et al. (2023). Machine Learning for Healthcare: A 
Bibliometric Study of Contributions from Africa. Expert Systems with 
Applications (Forthcoming). 
https://www.preprints.org/manuscript/202302.0010/v2.

Minor interest in using Wikimedia Projects for 
training machine learning applications

● Fancy techniques like Artificial Neural 
Networks

● Few-shot learning rather than 
knowledge-based systems

● Using benchmarks rather than open 
resources requiring pre-processing

● Interest in Image Analysis and Internet of 
Things rather than Semantic Analysis
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