
WIKIPÉDIA JAWA
(JAVANESE WIKIPEDIA)

SPREADING FREE KNOWLEDGE WHILE PRESERVING 
JAVANESE LANGUAGE THROUGH WIKIPEDIA



● Background information on Javanese language

● The issues concerning Javanese language

● The development of Javanese Wikipedia & its 

community



Javanese language
Large number of speakers, yet only few can write



Languages with at least 
50 million first-
language speakers, 
millions (according 
to: Ethnologue, Summa
ry by language size. 
Macrolanguages
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included. | Nikolay 
Omonov | CC BY-SA 4.0
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The Distribution of Javanese Speakers in the World

Javanese language distribution | Jon Harald Søby | CC-BY-SA 3.0
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The issues concerning Javanese language

1. Language shift

2. Language attitude

3. The use of Javanese only as a spoken language



Javanese spelling mistakes example | Photo by: Notanotheramy | CC BY-SA 4.0
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Source: FB page - Presiden Joko Widodo

https://web.facebook.com/Jokowi/?ref=br_rs


Wikipédia Jawa/
Javanese 
Wikipedia

• Initiated by: Revo Arka Giri S.

• Approved and or created: March 8, 2004

• First article: Basa Jawa

• Revitalization projects: Papat Limpad (2011-

2012), Wiki Mrebawani I & II (2015-2018)

• Number of articles: 54.821 (April 20, 2018)



Javanese Wikipedia Community

Javanese Wikipedia Community Space

Photo by: Danang Tri Hartanto | CC-BY-SA-4.0

Launched: 
May 3, 2017

Based in: 
Yogyakarta

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Community_Room_Wikimedia_Yogyakarta.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:CC-BY-SA-4.0


● To raise awareness, to encourage people

Javanese Wikipedia & free knowledge movement

Javanese language preservation through Wikipedia

The spelling & the standard form of Javanese

● To revitalize Javanese language
Showing that Javanese is a living language & able to 

survive in the modern era

● To break the stereotype about Javanese 

language

Through sharing sessions, discussions, while writing 

or fixing articles together on Wikipedia

● To increase the number of representations of 

Javanese language on the internet

The representation of Javanese language on the 

internet is less than 0.1%

The Aim of Javanese Wikipedia & Its Community



Challenges:

1. People with adequate Javanese writing skills yet NOT willing to write.

2. People who are not confident with their Javanese writing skills and 

NOT willing or hesitate to try to improve themselves. 

• The fear of making mistakes while writing in Javanese (spelling, 

grammar, the speech style).



The estimate of the 

usage of Javanese 

language on the 

internet - Only less 

than 0.1%

Source: W3Techs – Web Technology Surveys

https://w3techs.com/technologies/details/cl-jv-/all/all


Javanese Wikipedia

Javanese

Around 84 million speakers

Basque Wikipedia

Basque

Around 600,000 - 700,000 speakers

Statistics of 

articles on 

Javanese 

Wikipedia 

compared to 

Basque 

Wikipedia. 

(April 2018) 



Javanese Wikipedia Community’s Activities 

• Completed :

• Internship

• Ongoing:

• Social Media: Words of the Day posts

• Meetups

• Trainings

• Outreach

• Upcoming:

• Wikipédia Menyang Sekolah (Javanese Wikipedia Goes to School)



“Imagine a world in which every 
single person on the planet is 
given free access to the sum of all 
human knowledge. That’s what 
we’re doing.” 

“Bayangna yèn ing jagat iki saben 
wong bisa éntuk sakèhing 
kawruhing manungsa kalawan 
mardika. Ya iku sing kita persudi.”

– Jimmy Wales


