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Transcription at Smithsonian Institution and 
National Archives and Record Administration 



Transcription choices 

•Smithsonian 
–Enhanced digitization 
–Managed task flow 
–Validation by staff 
–Social media outreach 
–Twitter for feedback 
 

 
 

•NARA 
–Enhanced digitization 
–Not managed 
–Not managed 
–Blog outreach 



Smithsonian metrics 

 •6843 Digital volunteers 
 
•198,749 pages 
transcribed 
 
•Over 1900 projects 
 

• http://dashboard.si.edu/digitization 



Wikisource process 

• Upload to Internet Archive 

• Upload to Commons using IA-upload tool 

• Create Index page on Wikisource  

• Create Work (article) page on Wikisource 

• Proofread & Validate 

• Voila, you have a completed work ready for e-
readers and phone 

 



https://archive.org/details/MartinTheAdventure
sOfARevolutionarySoldier 

 



http://tools.wmflabs.org/ia-upload/commons/fill? 



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_
Adventures_Of_A_Revolutionary_Soldier.pdf 

 



https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:The_Adventures_
Of_A_Revolutionary_Soldier.pdf 

 



Transcribing work side by side 



Cleanup required 



Visual Editor !! 

 



https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Adventures
_Of_A_Revolutionary_Soldier 

 



Encyclopædia Britannica 1911 

 



Why EB1911 ? 



EB1911 Volume 1 



EB1911 Vol. 26 fixed 

 



EB1911 finishing articles 

 



CC born digital documents 



Projects you can do now 

Wikisource 
 Proofread of the Month 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Wikisource:Proofread_of_the_Month 

 EB1911 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:EB1911_-_Volume_06.djvu 

 EB1911 articles 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Vol_6:6 

 

 

 



Proofread of the Month 

 



Current PotM 



Last months PotM 

 


