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Ai di dudong Cholén xudng Gocong, hé qua do Bao-Ngwroe
10i lén xe chay ra khoi cho My-loi, toi khue quanh, thi sé
thitv bén phia tay trai, cach 1o chirng it tram thudée, ¢o6 mot
xom dong, kéu 1a Xom-Tre, nha & chat, cii tro ctra Ién, cai
day ctra xudng, tre xanh kich bao trim kin-mil, ngoai
viong tre thi ruong biang-trang sip lién tir day. Qua mua
mua cav dirom mau, ruong ndi nuwoe, thi trong ra ching
khace nio ci-lao nam gitra song lon.

L

Pén nwa thang nim, troi mua dam dé ngay ndo cling
nhir ngay nay. Chiéu bira no, tran muwa maoi tanh, bong mat
trai choi choi phia bén do, trong xom nha nhiam lia niu
com chi¢u khoi lén ngui-ngult ; tre niu nhau mirng trai mat la
dua phat pho. Ngoai dong nao nire nong-phu ; ban cay tha
di titng vang viy, cong cay hat ho hoi lanh 1ot. Dudi song
Bao-Nguwoe ghe chai chd laa trirong buom réi tha trai theo
giol murdre, chite ndo cho eting kham 1. Trén 1o Cav-Duwong
xe ngua dwua ngudi nat-nich chay cham xi, tieng luye-lac
nho khua xa xa nghe nhw titng nhai.

Dudi eudi xém, phia mat troi lan co mot eai nha Ia da
nho ma lai thap, mudn vo nha qua ctra phai cai diau. Dua
bén nha ¢o mot c¢ai chuong vit, tuy xau nhung ma sach,
nén khong hoi cho lam. Trude sin thi wot at, ¢6 mot dam
rau ding dat khong trong ma moe, duwong nhuw 16 dau nguwdi
o trong nha chiang biét ngot buoi. Con sau he thi co hai
hang chudi xo ro, chd khong ¢c6 mot buyi tre, boi vay &
mol xom ma khac may nha trong xom.

Trong nha im-lim vang-vé, chi ¢o6 miy con ga gio kiédm
an chéo chée dudi san, voi mot con cho vang dm, niun dua
x0 ctra lim-dim nhw buén ngu. Cach mot lat con cho ving
dirng day ngoat duoi, may con ga dygc-minh chéop canh
chay vo buong, con ngoai bo ¢co6 mot dira trai nho, chirng
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tam chin tuoi, ¢ truéng & rin, thing thing loa mol biy

vil vo san, sau lung ¢6 mot con heo den ot ¢ch di theo

lam lem lam ludt. VO tdi san con heo dirng dya dam ran

ding ngoal duoi ma ngd vo nba, con daa nhd thi ﬂhﬂ\r-.
Iin xan chan l:un vit ma nhot.

Lace thang nh6 dwong dong cira chudng vit thi con ché

thi’mg,-lhﬁn;:, bude ra ngoitl duoi mfrng roi lim ¢éin lim tay,
coi nhw hinh ti€p rude. Thing nhd vo trén ll.rug con cho
vai cai roi di lai chdé khap nwoe dé trude clta dieng ma

kéu heo : « Quan, quin ot ! Quiin ot, ot, Ol..... » Con heo -

nic nich di lai, lhﬁng nho maoi lay guu mue nuwoe lrong
khap x6i ma ky rira biin d&t sach sé roi lia vo nha.

Lo cho heo vil xong réi, né moi tro lai ¢hd khap nude

nira. Con ché chay theo dirng xin ban bén chwn. N6 miic
nuwde xO0i tim, con chd s¢ nwoe do wot long nén nhay
trai chay vo nha dirng ngoé. Thing nho thdy vay tie cudi
ngat roi noi rang : « Sao chay di ? Ra day tim vai tao
chot ma ! »

Thiing nho dirng tim mit may sang ro, da tring, thit
siing, hai ban tay ngon tron ma dai, diu cao chira chop
toe xudng khoi 6t, hinh dang nhiim coi thi chiing kém chi
con nha sang giau, nhung ma vi boi ¢ trong chon lau han
bin cun nén diu ngoe ciing phai lu, diu vang ciing mélt
nuwoc. : ‘

Con c¢ho vang thinh linh trong nha vut chay thang ra
san, thing nho ngo theo thi thay ngoai bo ¢6 mot nguoi
din-ba xam xam di vo, no lién la lon « ma vé » roi buong
gho chay ra niam tay mirng ro ma die vo. Ngwoi dan-ba
ndiy trac chirng 34 tuoi, 4o xiin ngang, dng quin vo toi diu
ad1, nuwde da khong den khong tring, mit tron, chon-may
ram, minh may wot loi ngoi, sau lung ¢o gial mot eay
noc cily, trén din bich trim khin vai triing, ngoai doi
thém mot cai non la dira, di vo vira toi san, mit lide ngo
chuong vit réi hoi thing nho :

- Con cho heo in réi hay chwa vay con ?
— Chuwa, ma a ! toi moi tim réi duoi vo nha do da.
Vit vé du hay khong, con ?
Toi nhot roi ma toi quén dém.




Thing nho noi chua dut loi lién chay lai chuong vit,
«con ngudi dan-ba thi di thing vo nha thay 4o quin. Mot
Jat thing nho & ngoai noi : « P 9 con, ma a. » Nguoi
dan-ba & trong buong tra loi @ « Pwoce oi ! thoi con tim roi
“ban quin ban 4o kéo lanh lam con » Thing nho noi : « Toi
tfim roi. » |

Me con ban a0 qudn xong roi thi troi dia chan vang toi,
ngoai bui chudi nhai kéu chot chét, duya xo he d& dat
ngam nga. Me thi di nham lua réi vo gao nau com, con
con thi lay eam sicho heo an. Com chin madi dot dén don
Jin, tuy c6 mot dia rau voi vai con ca sic nho, ma me con
doi bung nén dn coi ngon lanh, ciing nhu nguoi dn cha
phung kho lan. Lac dn com nguoi dan-ba dyv liée ngo
‘thiing nho6 hoai, coi eiap con miit thi bi€t trong long thuwong
| no lim, song chiing hi¢u vi ¢& nao bira &y hé ngo con roi
-day miit chd khac lai ¢é siic budon. An com réi gai cira tit
dén me con déc nhau vao budng ma ngu.

Nguwoi dan-ba nay la Lé-thi-Thoi, ¢6 mot nguwoi anh thir
hai tén la®Lé-vin-li€t, chi ta nhiam thir ba, nén tor khi ¢6
chong cho dén nay trong xom kéu la ba Thoi. Chi ta mo6 coi

8 ~cha me, lic con nho thi ¢ do cho ong ca trong lang, dén
L] . . ¥ i . ¥ ™ F
| chirng dwoe 19 tuoi, ¢6 tén Trin-vin-Hiru ¢ xom Ciau-Mong,

i cling con mo ¢oi, o voi chi ma lam rudng, thiy chi ta gioni-

gifin m&i edy mai di n6i ma cuwdi. Vo chdng & voi nhau duge
2 nim, ngwoi chi moi cit cho mét cai nha la nho tai diu
.Ciu-Mdng diing ra & riéng ma lam an. Tuy tén Hiru ¢o tanh
16 mang, an ndi khong chirng, song vo chong o voi nhau ciing
thuan-hoa, muwén dwge mot mau ruong roi, vo chong gia
~eong ma lam, laim rugng nha roéi lai di cay edly, nho ma, giil
lia mudn cho ngudi ta nira, buong dim cim cheéo, khong
chiu & khong, boi viy cho nén nim ndo trong nha ciing ¢o
du dwoe nim bay chue gia laa.

Vo chdong o voi nhau dén 5 niim moi sanh duwoe mot dira
~con gai. Thoi chang may nén con nho nudi dwoe moi 4 thang
1oi n6 chél. Yo chong buon riu théi chi hét mudn lam in,
ma nhirt la tén Hira nhé con khoe hoai, tinh tra ruong ding
di lam mudn, chd khong chiu lo cay cay ntra. Ba Thoi nin-
ni khuyén lon hét stre ma chong khong nghe loi, lam min
‘mua roi moi tra ruong lai cho chu ma di cheéo ghe muwdn.
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Chong di khoi, ba Thoi ¢ nha mét minh nuoli vit nuoi ga,
di xue di tac, roi dem doi gao ma éin cho qua ngay. Mot doi
thang chong vé mot lin, ma vé thi vé thim mot ngay moét
buoi roi di, chd khong cho vo mot eiit ndo, ma coi bo lai
quao-quo nira. Co moét lan tén Hiru vé ba Thoi nén-ni khuyén
chong ¢ nha, diu ngheéo nan cwe kho da vo chong hu-hi
ciing vui; tén Hiru n6i coc bén nat riing : « My khong béiing
long thoi thi lay chéng khae di, hay la vé ngoai anh miy
ma «, dirng ¢6 no6i nhiéu chuyén lim vay. » Noi réi ban do
bo ra di ntra. .

Cach sau bay thang sau, bp Thoi nghe ngudi ta noi chong
minh da c6 vo khae bén Cin-Buéde va da die nhau xudng
Ciantho ma lam ruong. Chi ta nghe chéng bac-béo thi phién
nao vo cung, vao ra quanh-qué hét mudn lam #n, som toi
tho-than kho cdm giot luy. Nha mot ngay mot nghéo, hai
mai dot heét khong co'tién mua la ma lop lai, vo thua voi
chi chong thi 6ng hiéu: « Thing ch& viim do no khong
thwong con, théi con bo nha vé ngoai anh con ma o, roi
con mudn iy chong khac thi lay, ché eha bigt li¢u lam sao
b#:l}" }J,lfl M

Ba-Thoi da san y phién chong, nghe chu chong noi xudi
xi nhu vay lai cang budén thém ntra, nén giao nha cho chua

chong roi goi 4o quan tro vé Xom-Tre ma nwong-nau voi

anh. Tuy chong bac-béo thi phién, nhurng ma chi ta viin
cling con thirong hoai, chiing hé tinh 13y chong khae, nén vé
o voi vo chong Lé-van-Tigt gin mot nam, ngay lo lam cong
vieée, 101 nam mang doi trong, thamevai van cho chiong nghi
bung tror vé, ding cho cd nwée sum viy, diu cwre kho cling
cam tAm ma chd van. Trong da moi mit, ma chong ching
thiv vé, ba Thoi thoi chi hét mudn lam an ntra. |

=

Ba Thoi o voi anh duge mot ném, k€ ¢o chu Tich la nguoi
gOoc o Xom-Tre, song may niam nay lén €Chglon lam én, nay
¢o bt con trong ho mudn ban rudong ctia 6ng ba luu lai nén
kéu cha vé ding gidly. Nhon dip dy cha dédc vo con vé thim
trong lang, tién bwoe ghé tham luéon hai anh em tén Tiét.
Thim Tich thay ba Thoi thi lién hoi thim viée chong con
roi khuyén ba Thoi di theo minh 1én Binh-Tay ¢ ma va bao
cho nhadt may xay lia. Ba Thoi duwong budén chong cudng
tri, nén nghe biéu nhuw vay lién noi voi anh va chi dau ma
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ai. Theo the thuwong tinh chi dau em c¢héng chiing min nong
chi cho lam, nhing ma vo tén Tiét thily ba Thoi vo duyén
bac phan chéng bo bo vo thi dem long thwrong, nén khong
mudn dé cho ba Thoi di, ma vi boi tén Tidt thily em ngay
lo-lirng t6i tho-than, mudn e¢ho em di xa it thang diing gidi
khuay, nén khong nd can.

Vo chong e¢hi Tich & mot cai choi nho tai Binh-Tav, thuoc
phia sau nha-may thoi. Ngoai mé song di doc theo dwong
hém dya nha méay, di mat tam vach twong nha-may phai
bing ngang qua mol miéng dat trong, ma mo lap-xip, cay-
lre u-du moce tan-lan, lai con phai di vong theo mé viing rau
mudng-bién moe diy, réi mai toi nha cha Tich. Vo chong &
day lam may nim cling du an, chéng thi vae laa, vo thi va
bao, ¢on con gai, duge 15 tuoi, tén 1a con Thién, thi coi nha
niu com va do.

Ba Thoi 1én o voi vo chong cha Tich, moi ngay di theo
thim Tich ma va baog chiing phai la vi thiy mdi thang in
udng roi con du duge nim ba dong bac ma hét buon, thiét
la vi o xir la kKhong thily nguoi quen, ma nhirt 1a nho thim
Tich hay kiém chuyén noi cho vui, nén ba Thoi lin lin
khuay lang. Tuy vy ma ciing chiing ¢6 khi nio ma ba Thoi
tinh toi s edi gia, tu nguyén ring diu chong ching twdong
minh cting gitr cho tron tiét voi chong.

Co dém troi muwa ri-rd, gio thoi lanh lung, ba Théi nim
nhé dén chong thi dam-dé giot luy, thim tide ring ché chi
ma con con sOng, diu chong ¢o6 bo thi hi-hi voi con, eling
con co chd vui, ngiit vi chong da biét mil ma con ciing
khong con, nén moi dau-don chon eé-phong hiu-quanh.

Ba Thoi & voi vo chong chi Tich dwoe mot niim, bira no
va bao dén 101, thim Tich di vé trude, con ba Thoi mic
qua chg Binh-Tay mua it con kho loe dem vé in, nén thiung-
thing vé sau. V& dén ming dit tréng ¢ phia sau nha may,
lic Ay da 7 gio 161, lai nham lue mung bay mung tdm, nén

Aring khong dugec 1o, ba Thoi dwong di thinh-linh nghe trong

bui hre dwa go ma ¢o tiéng con nit khoe. Ban dédu chi ta
twrong ma nhat nén ngwe nhay héi-hop, mit may tai xanh,
muoén bo ma chay. Song chi ta nghi troi moi téi khong 1é
¢6 ma, ma diu c¢6 ma thiét di nira, diy ciing di gin nha,
khong du lo s¢, nén chi ta dirng lai nghe cho chice coi thiét
phai con nit khoe hay khong.
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Ba Thoi dung long nghe titng khoe mot hoi roi nin. Chi
ta vira mudn bo di, lai nghe khoc niva. Chi ta madi lam gan

lin-lin di vé6 chd bui lire coi vi ¢& ndo ma ¢6 con nit khoe

trong do. Bi gin toi thi titng khoe lai cang 1om hon nira. Chi

ta v di va phap-phong, chwn thi bude, ma mat thi ngo.

chirng nha. Téi bui Iire, thiél qua thily o6 mot dia con nit
niam ngtra ma khoe, chung quanh ¢6 bao mot cai mén tua
trang. Chi ta ngoé ching nha cha Tich thi thay co ddt den,
nén trong long bot s, bén cap may con kho vo naeh réi tho
tay om h&t va cai mén va dira nho ma dem ve.

‘Ba Thoi buoe vo nha, vo chong cha Tich thay ¢o bong.

con nit trum-trum trude nguwe thi chung-hitrng, khong biét
bong con cua ai. Ba Thoi béen thuat hét ddau duoi viee minh
xi duge dira nho lai cho vo chong chii Tiech nghe, réi méi

bi¢u thim Tich dem deén lai ding c6 do dira nho ra coi bao-

lorn, con trai hay la con gai, ¢6 dau oOm chi hay khong.

Ba Thoi ngoi ghé phia diu vang, thim Tich thi cim dén,
con cha Tich véi con Thién thi dirng ngo, ba Thoi dé mén

ra thi thily mgt dira con trai, chirng niim sau thang, da tréing,
toc den, moi son, miéng rong, cwom tay nhu dng chi, bip:
chun nhuw eu eai, diu doi mot eai mu k€l bang lua mau béng
phiin, minh mic mot cai ao dam cing bing lua mau bhong

hwong, & truong ma cin ¢6 mang mot doi vér biing chi-lén
mau long két, con ¢6 lai ¢6 deo mot sgi day chién vang
nho. Pira nho bi ¢choi dén nén nheo nheo con miat mot hoi
roi bu tay, ngo dén khong khoce la chi hét.

Ba Thoi thdy no tring tréo ngdé nghinh ma ching binh
hoan thi mirng ham, lién bong ma hun tro hun trae réi noi
ring: « Con ai nhu viy ma dem di bo cho danh! Minh xi
dwoc, thoi, minh dé nuoi choi. »

Cha Tich lién cang ring : « Khong duwge dau em! Qua coi
trong mao 40 mu cua thang nho niy, qua chic no la con
nha giau, ¢d 1€ khi ho muwdon via nuoi roéi co viée ehi do va

- a3 L' Y T AF & 5 A = " -
né bo lay. N¢u em giiu ma nudi, qua s¢ ngay sau lau viée

em mang toi chd khong choi dau. » Ba Thoi noi: « Ngwoi ta
bo minh xi dwoe thi minh nuéi, nhw ho ¢6 biét ho dén ho
doi thi minh tra, ché ¢o toi gi... Y! ma toi nghi co 18 khi
con gai nha giau chira hoang dé lanh, so dé nuoi xidu ho nén
ho dem di bo day chd gi. Téi twong toi nuoi dirge ma, co
sao dau ma so. »
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Chu Tich nghe noi ngéi ngam-nghi mot haoi, réi khuyén
ba Thoi ¢c6 mudn nuoi, song phai di ¢o co bot hay, lam nhuw
Ay dau ngay sau co ai it con ho tim ra moi, minh moi
khoi toi. Thim Tich cho loi cua chong noi do la huoru-ly,
nén don com an roi hdi ba Thoi qua bot ma ¢o.

LLae ngoi dn com, ba Thoi dé thing nho ndm mot bén

Aht n6 khoe nhw ac-la. Ba Thoi thiy toi nghiép ngoi an

kliong ngon, lién vach 40 cho no bu thir vi da, thi no het
khoe ma lai niic manh lam. Thim Tich thay vay moi noi
rang : « Fhing nho nay no6 khat stra nén no khoe cho gh.»
An com roi ba Thoi muwen thim Tich do giom dira nho
diing di v&oi con Thién ra quan mua mot hop sira bo vé
khuay cho né udng do. Thing nho udng stra no-né, nam
lat choi mot hoi roi ngt chang la khoe chi nira.

Rang ngay ba Thoi thire day cho thang nho udng stra no
roi, moi muron thim Tich dic duong ding bong no qua
bot ma ¢o. Chi ta thua hét dau duoi viee minh xi dwoe dira
nho cho ong €6 nghe, roi nai xin ong c¢o cho dat cho minh
nuoi, cha dirng co bit lai.

Ong ¢o noi khong dwge, bdi vi ong khong bigt no la con
ctiaai, nén ong khong dam cho phép. Ba Thoi nian ni hét
lovi, ong co thily vay moi cho phép dem vé nuoi, song ong
dim ntu co ai dén nhin, co6 bing co du, thi phai tra lai cho

ngwdi ta. Ba Thoi nghe noi nhuw vay thi dy-du khong muon

nuoi, nght vi minh nghéo bay gior ¢o nuoi thi phai mua sira
ho ma cho bu, da that-cong ma con ton cua, néu mot ngay
kia phdii tra lai cho nguwoi ta thi nuoi ¢o ich chi dau. Ong
co noi rang dira nho nay chie la con nha giau, hé cha me
no dén nhin thi 6ng sé bicu cho tién ma dén cong dudng-duc
khong co sao ma sg. Ba Thoi trong long quy@t xin dat ma
nuoi, nén duyc-die hoai, ong co thay vay moi moce tui duwa
cho chi ta mgt dong bac, biéu dem vé mua stra bo cho no
b, mian mot thang phai bong no qua bot réi ong sé liéu cho.

Ba Thai bong vé, ban dém thi chi ta do ngn, con ban ngay
thi mwon con Thién o nha cho udng stra, siin soéc ginum, moi
thang cho no 5 cit bace, ding cho chi ta ¢co di va bao ma

Kitm tién, Nuoi dwee il bira chi ta nhai com ma dut, tap

diing cho no bi¢t in lin lin, dém nam thwdong vai dirng ¢6

——
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ai dén nhin diing cho chi ta nuoi lim con ma hu-hi cho quén
no6i chong bac-béo. Tron mot thang thiing nho dn choi manh
gioi nhw thwong, khong co chian-chirn di-op ¢hi hi't.

Pung thang ba Thoi bong no qua bot trinh cho ong ¢o

xem, thi ong noi ong da co chay gidy ra ngoai bot-cai ma

khong thily ai dén nhin, vay nhw chi ta ¢6 mudn nuoi ‘thi
dem v¢é ma nuoi, con nhu khong mudn nuoi thi tri cho 6ng
diing ong g&i vo nha mo-coi, hoiic ong cho nha-phudoe. Ba
Thai tny khéng chiic nuoi eawbén hav khong, song thiy dira
nho dé thwong nén khong danh rire ma giao cho” nguoi

khae, bai vay dirng ngdm nghi mot héi réi xin voi ong eo

dé cho minh nuéi. Ong co moi vidt mot cai gidly, kv tén
dong con diu hiin hoi, r6i dira cho ba Thi, bicu gilr cai
giay oy, nhw ngay sau ai ¢o nhin thi dem o bot r6i trinh
cho ¢o ho xem, khoi ai tranh tron duwoe.

Ba Thoi duwoe cai gifv cna ¢o thi mirng ré vo cang. Toi

btra &y tinh dit tén cho thing nho ma khong bi¢él dit tén
gi, ban luan voi vo chong cha Tich mot hoi réi nhirt dinh
minh xi dwge no, thoi dit tén no la thang BDwoe. Nuoi
thang nho hon mot nim no bi€t di va bidt noi chat dinh
roi, ching may cha Tich dau khong miy ngiay ma chét.
T2im Tich bi chong dau ting roi, roi k€ chong ¢h@t ton
hao ntra, nén trong nha ngheéo kho phai tinh lay chong
khic ma nuoi tim than.

Thim Tich ¢6 chong roi dac con vé o theo chong ngoii

% . e s : . : o e ;
cho-Duoi. Ba Thoi mot minh bo vo, nén phai bong con

dan ghe tré v& Xom-Tre ma & voi anh. May nim o Binh-
Tay tien tan dé danh dwoe 35 dong bac. Leé-vin-Ti¢t o nha
nhd ruong trang miy nam ciing ¢6 du duge vai ba thién
lua, ling lai cir lam chire Pho-thon, thady em vé thi mirng
ro, song thiy ¢o thitng Puwge thi trong long sanh nghi. Ba
Thoi thuat viée thinh-linh ma giip thang Puec lai cho anh
chi nghe, réi dwra gidv c¢ta ong ¢o cho anh chi coi, thi Lé-
vian-Ti¢t tin bung em nén khong ho nghi chi ntra, nhung
ma vo 1én Tidt voi xom giéng ai thily thing Puoce nay da
dwge muwroi tam muwoi chin thang, ¢on ba Thoi bo lang
ma di tinh dd chin hai nidm, thi ciing déu nghi cho ba
Thoi da ¢6 chira hoang bén nam thang, so o trong lang lan
viée, nén moi kidm co ma di, boi vay cho nén ai cling xim-
xi, ai ciing noi thiing Puge 14 con eta ba Thoi de.
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me nen hé me di khoi thi & nha no ngong trong, chirng me
vé thi no chay ra mirng, réi lai thudong lige coi ¥ me buon
vui cho bi¢t. Bira &y nd thidy me¢ no6 khong dwoe vui thi no
cting buon thiim, n6 mudn hoi coi vi edr nio ma me no buon,
song no nghi chie la tai di cdy mét, roi lai bi troi nra lanh,
nén bicu di ngn thi no di, no khong hoi dén.

Thiing Puoce vao trong givong niim voi me, ching hé trin
tro, méa me no cing im-lim. Gin heét canh mot ma né ciing
chira. ngu, trong tri cir nhd viée niy, twong viée no hoai,
nha hoi x€ troi mura o nha trong me, roi lai thuwong me lanh

lin, nho hoi 61 di ha con heo vE giin o1 san gidp con rim

moi chay ngang dwe minh dye miy. No dwong thao-thire
thinh linh nghe me no cat diu lén réi day ra ngoai giwong,
ma hi mai. No bitt me¢ no chwa ngt, song no ciing eir nam
im-lim. Cach mot hoi me no lai day qua 6m nd ma hun hat
ba cai, nuwde mat din wot miat no, no moi hay la me no khoe.
No lam bo nhw ngtt niim ninh luon, song no 1y lim buon
bue vo eting, khong hicu ¢o6 viée ehi mame no lai khoe thiim
nhu vay.

Thiing Duoe nam budén mot hoi réi nga quén. BéEn hirng
sang me no kéu no thire day din com réi din no coi chirng
nha ding ¢o di cav. Ngay dy no khong vui choi, khong lay
dat lien cu-xanh, khong bit cho lam ngua ma eoi nhor may
bira khice. No eir ngoi dira etra ma ngo ra ngoai ruong hoai,
suv Loi nghi lui coi tai sao ma me buon riu dén doi dém
nam lyy tra, roi lai hoi thiim riing khong bi€t lai sao ma tré
nho trong xom nhw thing Cam, con Lua, thing Phat, con
Tieén, dira ndo cting ¢6 me ma lai cting ¢é cha, con phan
minh day sao minh ¢6 mot me ma thoi, con cha di dau ma
thud nay khong thaly mit. N6 nhd i s me no khoe thim
thi no buon, ma chirng no nghi (oi viée no khong co cha,
thi trong long no tai cang ay-nay, twong thim rang hay la
tai khong ¢o cha nén me¢ mdi buon riu day ching.

Bén trira ba Thoi nghi efly, tam vé mot chit ma thim nha,

thity con nam chéo-queo trén vang bo mit buon xo; ma thang
Duge lige coi thi thily me no cling chéng vui chi do. Ba
Thoi dom heo, coi vil, hoi con e6 ldy com ngudi ma én hay
khong, réi bo ra di, chd khong hoi coi tai sao méa con khong
chay di choi. P¥n t3i trér vé thay &o thay quin roi di ndn
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com, thily con ciing chiing vui cwrdi nhu trede song ciing
chiing hoi toi. Chirng com chin don ra dn, thing Puoce ngo
me no mol héi roi hoi ring :
~— Tai sao ma tir hom qua dén bira nay ma buon dor vay
ma?

-~ Co gidong gi dau ma buon.

— (o viee gi do, chd sao lai khong co.

— (o viée gi dau?

— Khong ¢o sao hoi hom ma khoe?

Ba Thaoi nghe hoi toi do thi churng-htrng, nén ngo con roi

lan thinh khong chiu trd loi. Thang Puge thiyv vay khong.

mudn hoi riét toi lam chi, nén va it miéng com roi kitm
chuyén khac ma noi rang :
-~ Niiy ma! thiing Cam, thing Phat, dira niao eiing co tia
no he&l, con tia toi la ai dau ma ha?
~ Tia con di khoi gin vé da.
— Bi dau vay ma?
~ Bi lam ruong duoi Céintho.

-~ Tiatoi di héi ndo diu ma sao tir nho d&n bay gio toi

Khong thiy mat lin niao het vay ma ?
— Bi liu lim ma! Bi hoi maéi dé con ra lan.
Sao ma bidt tia gin vé?
- (Lo ngurdi La noi.
- Al noi do ma?
- Al néi eting vay, con tra hach lam chi, con.
Tia toi nhw tia thiing Cam vay phai hon ma?
- Khong. Tia con nhé hon mia cao hon.
— Swdmg a! Tia téi v& day (6i bidu tia toi mua thép udn
ledi cau roi toi di caw voi tia toi choi. Niy ma, hom truoce
thﬁng'th{t di can voi tia no, no cau duwgoe mot con ca tré

Clon qua, ma a.

Ba Thoi nghe con néi chirng nao thi trong long buon
chirng niy, nén ngoi rung-rung nuwdoce mat khong noi chi
heét. An com roi me con gai eira tic dén di ngi. Ba Thoi
nam im-lim, ¢on thing Puwge ciing ndim ninh khe khong
cut cya. Vira h& nia canh mot, trong ngoai déu lin Ié,
duy c¢o tiéng d€ kéu déo-dice voi gio thoi la lao-xiao ma thoi.
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Thiing Puge nam, eip mit con lim-dim, thinh linh nghe ¢o
titng ngudi di dong dat réi bay vit trong chuong la ro, cho
ang trede elra sia ran, ba Thoi miéng thi hoi «ai do? »,
tay thi kidm hop quet diing dét den. Ngoai ¢6 titng nguoi
dap rang: « Tao chd ai, mdo cira chit, ¢o thiing no vé day. »

Thiing Puwge nghe tigng thi bidt titng cau hai no la Le-
van-Ti¢t, lai nghe noi « ¢o6 thang no vé day» tuy khong bict
thang la ai, song no nghi 1a tia no vé, nén lat dat chay ra
ding thav mit cha mot chut. No vira buéde ra toi bo vang

~dé gitra nha thi ma no di md cira roi. No dig dya diu vang

ma cho thi Lé-viin-Ti¢t & rgoai bude vo truwde, r6i o mot
ngwoi la mat, didu bich mot cai khin nhicu trﬁng minh
milc quin linh den lung xanh, 4o ba-ba lya trang dai phia
mong tron, tay cap mot cay du may can cong nhur mo dan
Xay la, - | | _

Ba Thoi dé chong dén trén vang gitra, réi qua bén cai
chong d¢ phia tay trai ma ngoi, Lé-van-Ti¢t ngéi dwa cai
dén, con ngwoi la miit iy dé cay di trén vang roi ciing ngoi
dira mot bén do. Thiing Puge di lin lai ngoi mot bén ma
no, cian thi tho ma gay con heo quian ndm dudi san, con mat
thi ngo ngudi la mét do tran tran roi day qua li€e ma no-
Hai nguwdi 'vo nha roi lin thinh khong noéi chi hét, mot lat
ba Thoi moi hoi nguod la miit dy ring :

Minh vé bao gio?

— Vé may btra ray.

- V& miy bira ray o lrong chi hay la ¢ dau?

BT trong chdo o dau.

Hai nguoi hoi nhau ¢o may loi k€ Leé-van-Ti¢t dirng day
ma noi rang: « BE toi vé toi lua trau vo chudng, dwong
ba n6 nghi roi saing mai lai noi chuyén choi nghé.»

L.é-vin-Ti¢t do ctra ra vé roi, Trin-van-Hirn voi ba Thoi
ngoi lan thinh, khong noi chuyén chi ntra heét. Cach mot
it ba Thoi vo dau thing Puoe réi bicu nho nhéd riing:,
« Khuya roi, thoi di ngu di con, ng6i lam chi do.» Thiing

Burge leo xudng dit ma di vo buong, chun thi di ma mat

thi ngo chirng tén Huoru, trong long trong coi cha ¢6 hoi dén
minh chiang, ndo dé tén Hiru da khong thém noéi 1od, ma lai
lite ng6d theo no, bo mit him hiam, xem thily phal so.
Thiing Puogce di vira khoi etra budng bong nghe cha no hoi
manoring : « Con cua miy do phai hon?» -
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Bu Thoi thd dai réi noi nho-nh6 riing: « Bé réi t6i noi

hét chuyén do cho minh nghe. »
Thiing dwoge leo lén giwong niim Lin thinh, nham mat
gida do ngl, ma lrong tri né ¢ twong toi nguoi la mat dé

hoai, khong bi€t ngwoi dy c6 phai la cha no hay khong.

Ban diu no chiic 1a phai, boi vi hoi chiéu me no c6 noi
cha no giin vé, ma nguoi ndy o dau la, thud nay n6 khong
bi€t, néu khong phéi la cha no, sao cau né dac lai, réi ma

06 keén biing «minh» lai hoi « vé bao gior». Nghi nhu vay

roi no lai nghi ma n¢u nguoi do la cha noé sao coi bo
l{hﬁng thwong no, ma lai ngo6 né lhweom-luom dir vay. No vai
thim cho ngudi do dimg phai la cha no, boi vi né thay

n6 so qui, néu ¢6 cha ma cha nhw vay chi biing khong ¢6

cha, & mot minh vaoi ma nhw thuo nay vay con vui hon.

O ngodi im-lim, mot lat no nghe c6 nguwoi lay cay gai
ctra, roi Lin lin di vé buong. N6 1én mo méat hi hi ma dom
thi thiv ma no lay cai gdi roi om di ra ngoai nira. N6
khong hicu vi ed ndo ma noé khong vo ma ngu, con & ngoai
ciing khong noi chuyén ma thire dot den lam chi cho hao
diiu. No duwong suy nghi nhw vay lién nghe hai ngudi noi
chuyén voi nhau. Ban dau ma no hoi:

— Méy niim nay minh di lam &n kha hay khong?

— Sao lai khong kha.

— Kha sao khong vé, bo toi & nha cue kho hét sire vay ?

— Vé lam gidng gi?

— Nhw minh di minh tinh khong vé, thoi hoi do dace toi

di theo, chd sao lai bo toi di lvn dong o nha vay.
-~ Miy & nha swong hong ch@t, con e ndi gi.
— Minh dirng c6 n6i viy. Swong gidng gi. Toi bi¢t hét:

minh mac diac con vo' beé bén Cin-Puoe di voi minh. nén
khong chiu dac toi di eho gi.

— U, tao diic vo bé di da, may lam sao tao?

— Noi chuyén ma nghe vay cho ai lam sao minh duwoe.

— Tao di, miy & nha miy ¢o dirge mot diea con, con tre-
hi€p noi gi nira ma noi.

~— Minh twong thing nho doé la con ciia toi dé hay sao ?
Troi o1, hén chi hom nay t6i nghe minh vé trong Ciiu-
Mong ma minh khong chiu ra ki€m ma tham toi. Minh
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-dirng c¢6 nghi nhw vay ma toéi nghi¢p cho cai than t6i.
Viay ché hom nay minh ¢ trong nha chi khong ¢6 noi
chuvén toi xi dwge thimg nho do réi 16i xin vaoi ong Co
diang toi nuoi, lai cho minh nghe hay sao ? Minh bo 161
minh di hon 9 ndm nay tuy minh bac béo chd chiing hé :..,
* khi nao 16i dam phuy cai long minh bao gio. Nay minh vé
n¢u minh nghi quay nhw vay thi la vong cong 16i chd doi
bay lau nay lam. ! ;
Tao vé chi ¢6 noi chuyén cho tao nghe di hét, cha nol '
miy ngheo kho nén vé & voi anh hai réi sau di theo vo
chong cha Tich 1én Binh-Tay ma lam muwon. My xi dwoe
mot dira nho may dé miy nuoi diing hii-hi giai buén. Tao ra
ngoai nfy tir héi x€ dén bay gior tao & diing nha anh hai,
thi anh cling noi y nhw loi etia cha noéi vay, anh lai ¢o
dura 4o quin nén vé cua thing nho do cho tao coi nira.
~— Phai, nha to6i trong trai, ma toi lai hay bo nha ma di lam / &
an, nén toi goi do doé diang nha dnh mwon anh dé trong ' |!
gurn*ng hoe cit giim. Anh ¢6 dua gifly cia ong Co cho minh i

3 «coi hay khong ? _
. — Co. 2
ui — Néu vay, sao minh con nghi noi gl ? b1

§ — Khong nghi sao dwoe. -
4 — Tai sao minh nghi, diu minh noi Ehﬂ toi nghe thir coi. :

- Dan-ba, chéng di lam an xa, ¢ nha khi khong ma ¢6
4 con, lam chong ai lai khong nghi. |
,j — Toi noi con toi xi duwge toi dé toi nuoi ché khong phai I3
¢ con toi dé. Troi oi'! oan tre cho 161 bi¢t chirng nao. ) ;
—~ Thud nay nguwoi ta ¢6 xi dwge thi xi dwge tién bac, F
chd ¢o ai ma xi duge con hao gio. 4
- Vayv chdé ehi noi minh khong du tin hay sao ?
—~ Chu throng may con ghét tao, nén chiu noi theo miy

| hol nao ma tin.
| — Minh no6i cha binh toi, viay ¢hd con anh hai d6 minh
; <iing khong lin anh ntra hay sao ?
| g ~ Anh 132 anh ruot miy ché phii 1a anh tao hay sao.
M:a chi voi anh hai ¢ nha con miy 1én ¢ trén Binh-Tay,
may lam giong gi ma c¢6 mot dira con do, cha voi anh hai

lam sao ro duoe. \ |
L':|-|
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— Mic chu Tich chu chét réi, thoi minh 1én minh hoi
- thir thim Tich coi. Bay gidr thim co chong khac o ngodi

Cho-duoi do.

— Thim quen v&oi miy ché co quen voi tao dau ma hoi.

— Thiét tire lam ! Minh noi khong phdi con toi xi duoe,
vay minh khong coi cai gidly cua ong Co do sao?

— Gifly g1 o dau mdy kitm dem vé ma gat ba con. ai
0O bigt chir Tay dau ma coi.

Ba Thoi nghe noi nghen-ngun, ngoi khoe ngay  cho
khong noi duoce nira, khoe mot hoi roi chiace ludi than ring :
« Troi dat 6i! oan e cho toi biét chirng nao! Xin (roi

- phat soi xét ginm cai long ngay cua 10i, kéo toi chiu ti€ng

oan nhuw viy toi nghi¢p lim ma ! »

Tran-viin-Hiru nam bén vang hat thude khong theéem noi

«¢hi hét. Thang Duge con thire ndam ninh thinh trong budng.

nghe hét diu duoi moi viée, tuy né con tho ngay, chua da

tri khon, nén khong hic¢u nhirng 1o gav git nghi ngd cia

tén Hioru lam dau dom long da, lam nhudt nho danh
tiét cua ba Thoi la dudmg nao, song no bicét tén Hiru khong

phai la cha no thi n6 ching co chit chi buon, con no bidt

ba Thoi 1a me nuoi cho khong phai la me ruot, thi trong

long no lai xdn-xang birc-rire vo cung, khong bidt ba Thoi
con thwong né ntra hay khong, khong bi€t cha ruot o dau,

tai sao ma dé no roi khong chin nuoi, lai bong ma bo cho
nguoi ta xi dwoe. No vira suy nghi toi do lai nghe teén
Hiru tiin hin réi noi riang :

— Miy noi tao ki€¢m chuyén noi oan cho miy, ch thang
nho do khong phii con ctia miy dé ; thoi thi miy duoi no
di dau no di di.

— Con nit m&i tam chin tuoi minh biéu duoi no di, no
ra khoi nha biét lam giong gi cho ¢6 com ma an ; lam nhu
viy minh khong s¢ 101 hay sao ?

— Tam chin tuéi con nho gi nira. Di & voi nguroi L
«col ga gitr vit ma an com khong dwoc hay sao? Nhu no co
lam biéng thi no di xin né an, may twdng no dai nd nam
ma chiu c¢hét doi ha ?

— Nuoi né tir hoi moi sau bay thang dén bay gio mén
tay mé&n chun, ai nd long ndo ma dudi no di cho danh.

)
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Miy noi no khong phai con ctia mily dé, sao miy

thirong no div vay ? |

— Con nit eaa ho dang xém minh thily minh con tlurm]g,
thav, hudng chi la eon mlnh nuoi.

— Neu miy noi duoi no di thi toi nghiép, thoi thi kim
nguoi ta ma cho no cho ho nudi, ché miy dé no & trong
nha tao thay tao ghét lam, khong bi€t chirng c¢o bira tao
noi gian day tao dap no chét da. *

— Thot, d¢ thing-thang toi noi vai anh hai chi hai roi toi
goi no ¢ dang.

— Tao khong chiu vay diau. Miy cho ai miy cho dit di,

diing ho dem a6 & ol khudit con miit tao, cho miiy, goi déng

anh hai thi ciing nhw miy dé & nha day vay, goi lam gidng gi..

Ba Thoi ngoi khoe tdm tie, khong biét tinh 18 nao, mudn
cho chding het nghi divg vo chong sum hiép lin go moi
tham sdu. ma ciing thwong thing Bugce nén khong no-
phan-ly, vi cong nuodi ere nhoe. Ba Thoi khoe than réi noi
rang :

- Thoi dé thiing-thiing roi 161 s€ tinh.

— Nu mily mudn ¢ doi voi tao, thi may phii rire thiing:
nho do moi duoe” Con nhwr miy khong chiu, thoi thi tao di,
dé miy & nha mad nuoi no.

— Toi noi thi¢t no Ia con cua toi xi dwoe toi nuoi, nén
toi mai diit tén no la thang Buwge. Minh khong thwong toi
minh muon tinh sao minh tinh 1ay.

Té va thiing nho do miy dit tén Durge hay sao? Miy la
mol con khn nan thiét! Miy oan tao réi miy 8y én ong.
Nnoi tao ma dit tén con may ha? |

- Trai oi! Toi e6 biet tén ong noi minh la tén gi dan!
Toi nio co oan thit minh ma minh noéi vay. Minh hoi thiam.
ho ma coi, minh bo toi minh di midy ndm nay, téi budn
rau thi budén rdau trong long, chd ¢6 khi ndo ma t6i noi
nang dén minh mot tiéng chi dau.

Tén Hiru ndm lan thinh mot héi réi néi rang @ « Néu may
thwong no miy khéng nd dem no ma di cho ho, thoi dé
roi tao dac no tao cho ho gium cho. »

Ba Thoi ngoi khoe thuc-thich, chiing bao lau thiy tén Hiru
nim nghiéng qua bén kia, gat tay ngang qua trang roi nga

.
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nga’tv phu—phn. Ba Thoi méi bung cai dén dem dé trén ghé
mi tac roi nam voi con. Thiing Pugce thay dang ba Thoi vo
lign 6m md noi nhod rang : « Ma dirmg co dum toi di nghe
hon .ma. Toi thwong ma lim, dé 101 ¢ voi, dimg duoi é6i
toi nghiep. » Ba Thoi day qua om con, tr hai ba lieng nho
nho, réi kK¢ mat ma hung, nuwde mal chay cham-ngoam. Me
con om nhau chat cimg, mot hoi roi thang Puoc ngt quén

L]
- -

Tén Huu vé o voi vo coi bo khong tinh di dau ntra
nhung ma cting khong tinh laim cong viée chi hét, éin roi
ctr ndm ngay ma ngu, ngn da them thie day thi vat da di
dao xom. Ching médy ngay mua ciy da dit, ba Thoi khong
bitt [am viée chi, nén moi bira hé nuwde rong sat réi thi loi
xuong rach Bang ma xdce tom bat ca dem vé bira nio ¢o it
thi dé &in. bira ndo eod duw thi sai con bung lai dang xo6m
ma ban.

!

Tén Hou vai ngay thi bicu lam thit mot con ga lugt roi
x¢ phay mi udng ruou, nira thang bicu lam thit miol con
vit ding niu chao ma an. Ba Thoi bon tanh tién tin. biy
nay nuoi ga nuoi vit thi trong cho no lon dang ban lay tién
mua gao, chd chang khi ndo dam lam thit ma an bao gid,
nay chong biéu thi x6t ruot bim gan, song vi bii muon lam
cho vira v ching, nén bicu sao nghe vay chd khong dam cii.
Ba viv ma moi lin lam ga lam vit tén Hiru lai doi udng
rug, ba Thoi phai sai thang Puwoc xach ve lai quian ma mua
chiu, khi nam bay su, khi mot cat, tén Hiru vé moi hon mot
thang ma va tién rwou va tién thuoe hat, ba Thoi thicu ne
diang quan tinh dia hon 1 dong bac roi.

Mi tén Hiro ::lmn;., nhorng 1a lim 1on hao cho vo ma thoi,
lai ¢om lam nhoce long cho vo nhicu néi khiae niu. Mo
ngay vao ra thity mét thiang Puogc thi kitm chuvén riy ra,
hL Lhay na l‘.lg_,ul choi thi chwoi rua van ran noéi rang: « Do
“cho, gid dau roi ma khong bi¢t lam c¢ong vice chi het, tar
d6 nhir vayv no ch@t dan thi ch@ét cho ranh nuoi ton com
cho ich loi giv, eon thiy no lam cong chuyén, hodc quét
nhid, hoidc cho heo in, thi lai mang nhi€e rang: «Miy ¢o
liom thi lam cho thi¢t tinh né, cho dirng quet lo, lam lay
¢o dé tao dinh miy nat diu da, noi cho miy bi¢t». Thang




o

T = -

e g e,
"

18 —

Pugce 10i ngay khong dam nhich mép hé thdy mgit cha thi
so sét. khong dam ngd ngay; ki€m cong chuyén ma lam
hoai, cho khong dam o khong, dn com thi dan sau ché
khong dam an chung. Con ba Thoi tuy thirong con ma
khong dam hd moi, vi sg néi ra ¢chong no bit quanh bt
queo roi sanh rdy ra hon nira.

Chiing ¢6 bira nio ma thiing Puoc Lhm bi bat tai hai I
khoi nghe chuwdi ria, ma eling chiang ¢o dém nao ba Thei
nim ngu ma ching khoe thim. Ba Thoi chiang nhitng o
thdly chong @n & kho khie voi con nén buon riiu ma thaoi,
ma nhirt 1a thity chong khong tinh lam vurc chi elr nam
nha ma ian hoai, lam cho minh phai mac ng mace min
thi trong long lo sor hét sire.

Bira no, tén Hiru ngoi din com udng rirgu coi bo vui, b
Thoi moi mo 1ot hoi thir coi chong ¢o tinh mua toi kic o
ruong ding mudn ma lam hay la tinh lam vi¢e chi khaice.

Tén Htru nghe hoi chau may lin thinh mot héi roi dap rang:

—- Tao bay gio khong muon lam in chi nira het.
— Neu khong lam thi cua diau ¢6 ma an.
Tén Horu lin thinh khong tra loi. Ba Thoi moi noi iep mn,_,.

— May nam nay minh di khoi toi & nha lam lac-léo, di

edly di gat, nuoi vit nuoi heo, tuy khong phai la giau co chi,
song nho troi nuoi nén khoi doi khat. Ma thiét eting vi boi
me con toi ham hut, in cye & kho, nén khong tén hao bao
nhic¢u, nay ¢ minh vé do thém mot miéng in, ma lai t6n tico
rugu tra trau thude nira ; néu minh khong chin lam vi¢e ¢hi
hét, thi chiic 1a to6i nuoi khong noi. Minh moi v& hom nay
ma 10i dd mic ng ding quan hon 4 dong bac réi. Toi khong
biét lam sao ma tra cho ho.

— Oi! miy dirng ¢o6 lo ma.

— Khong lo sao duge. Thuo nav toi nghéo cha toi khong

chiu nho bon cua ai h@ét. Hoi toi moi veé cit nha toéi e6 muon
cua anh hai vai chuc dong bac, toi lo hél stre, toi rang nuoi

mot con heo o1 ban tra du cho danh roi toi moi hét lo. Tir
hoi dé dén bay gidr toi khong dam vay hoi ctia ai nira. Hom
nay 101 thi¢u may doéng bac ding quan toi lo hoai ngu khong

yén giac.

— Miy c¢o con heo do chi? Ban con heo do khong du tra

hay sao ma so?

1 Sl el Laow u,.-}'.;..n-
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— Toi nuoi heo ding ban ldy tién may 4o may quin ma
miit' cho phai tinh nuoi dang ban ma xai hay sao.

; - Miy dirng noi lon xon, d¢ do miic tao tinh cho. Tdﬂ
bﬂ:t roi, trong v may thily tao vé hom nay tdn com ciia miy
I ¥ nén may phién ché gi. Vay.chd miy nuoi thang nho dé sao
. miy khong se ton.
| Ba Thoi thdy minh noi viée phai quay mi chong khong
| biét nghe, lai con ki€m chuyén noi xéc lai minh nh xn}
| - thi buon trong long nén ding day bo di ra san b&p ngoi
‘ma khoc, ché khong dam noi chi nira. Thing Puoe duong
dirng sau hé cho vit an, ngo vo bép thiy ma no khoc, thi
N6 ciing tra nwde mit, song khong dam vo ma an 1i.

| ; i

Qua bira sau tén Hiru dn com som mai roi lién xach du ra

~di. Ba Thoi & nha me con moi thong tha ma noi chuyén voi

nhau. Ba Thoi ké h&t dau duoi viée minh xi duoge thing

Buoe lai cho no nghe ; thang Duoc tuy con nho, nhwrng ma

nuoi dudng theo phwdong lau han, lam Iy noi ¢chdon co hing,

«cwre an mic rach da quen roi, chang hé mo woe déu chi hit,

bai vay cho nén nghe ba Thai thuat chuyén cua no réi thi

né duy s¢ ba Thoi khong nuoi no nira md thoi, ché chang

hé dé v tinh tim ki€m me cha hoice may thin duwge sung

/ swrong. Ba Thoi thuat chuyén roi lict coi thi thily con ¢o sac

budn nén lién naoi tiép ring: « Thuo nay me khong muon

noi chuvén doé-cho con nghe la vi me nghi con nghe con

buon chd khong c¢o6 ich chi, boi vi me ilurur:lg con nén doe

i long nuoi con nhu con cua me dé vay, néu néi ra so con

bot throng me réi lai so «con noi bav noi ba cha me ruot

con hay d€n ma nhin con thi me co tay c¢on ai dau ma hi

hi. Nay me noi ra day la tai viée tinh co lim cho con da

ro bi¢t ngon nganh roi, nén me khong 1€ con gidu con nira

dwoe. Tuy viy ma me khuyén con chd nén budn, vi diu thé

nao me ciing thwong con, diu ngay sau con khon lon ¢o

tim duge cha me ruét réi con phy bac me di nira, me ciing
cam tam ché khong khi ndo me phién trach ».

B
1

Thiing Duwoc nghe may loi thi nwde mal chay rong rong,
trong bung mudn 16 ring diu ngay sau minh duwge giau sang
dén bue nao di nira cting chang. phu phan tinh me, song
khong bi¢t noi lam sao cho dwoe, chi noi co mily loi niy
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ma thoi: « Con khong bat ma dau ma s¢. Xin ma lam sao-
noi gitun voi tia dé cho con & day voi ma hodi, ehd dirng:
cO duoi con toi nghi¢p nghe hon ma ».

Thing Pugce noi téi do roi day miit ngo ra ngoai dudng,
thi thay tén Hiru di xom vé, lai 6 die vé mot chu chét niva.
Ba Thai thay ¢o khach 1at dat budc trai vo trong budng, con
thiing Puoe s¢ & khong cha thily cha riy, nén ¢6i quiin coi
f0 roi xach do di ra mé song kigm ca bong-kéo ma bit. No
bat duge vai chue con ca nho nho, dén mit troi gin lin moi
xach do tro vé. No dirng ngoai san dom vo nha thi thdy
cha drong nam tai bo van gitra ma nga. N6 lén di vong.
dra he ra phia sau x0i nuege ma lam, roi bude vo bép thi
thay me dwong ngoi khoanh tay mit may buon xo. No hoi

Jthim moi hav tia no kéu chét téi hoi trua dé la kéu coi con.

heo quan ding dat gia ma ban.

Ma no noi chu chét di chin mua 28 déng, hen dén ngay
mai thi chong bac ma bat heo. Thang Puge tuy thwong con
heo quan, nhirng ma nghe noi tia no ban thi né khong dam
n6i chi hét, lai nghe noi ban toi 28 dong bac, thi chie co.
tién, khoi lai quan mua chiu niia, nén no khong hiéu tai sao
ma méa no budn. '

Sang ngay sau, mil troi vira moi moe thi thiy cha chét
hom qua dé dén nha, ma bira nay lai co dac theo mot ngudi
Annam map u, ¢ tran, tay lai co cim mot cai vong vaoi mot
eiy don. Thiing Pugce rinh coi thi thiy chi chét dém giay
bac dua cho tia no roi tho vong giut chwn bal con heo quan
troi lai khiéng di. Chet di roi tia no dua cho mia no mot xip
gidly bac ma noi rang : « Pay nay, may lay 10 dong di tra ng
nin gi thi tra di, con 18 dong dé lao eat day cho.» Ma noé
ng6i khoe khong noi chi hét.

Tir khi ban con heo quan réi thi tén Hitru ngay nao an
com r6i eling xach da ra di, chirng lrr vé thi mit may do
nhw cat ke lwa, hoi rwou bay nwe nong. Tén Hioru di choi
thi thang Duoc trong bung murng thiam, con ba Thoi laip
buon riu khong mudn noi chuyén. Thing Duge khong hicu
vi ¢ nao ma tia no di choi ma no lai buon, dén dém no
ndé nam nghe vo chiong rdy 1on véi nhau, ba Thoi phién
chong ban heo ldy 18 dong bae bo vo lung hom nay co bae
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wrwou tra tico gin hét, chirng 4y no mai biét tai nhu vay

nén ma né buon bye. Thiing Puoc tinh thim réng cho chi

ma minh gidu c6 thi minh ki¢m mua moét con heo khac méa
cho ma minh, ding ma h& buon, dé tia di choi, eho minh

& nha thong thi.

n Tén Hiru vé nha ¢ chian hai thang lam kho cho thang

| Pugc, lam rdu cho ba Thoi khong biét ngén nao ma ké xiét.

Bira no tén Hiru di choi, ba Thoi o nha 1y qudn ao rach
dem ra ngoi dua cira ma va, thiing Puoce xiin-bin ngdi mot
bén ma tho thé hoi chuyeén nay réi hoi toi chuyén khae.

) Truwoe san ga vit van leo, trong nha chi con co mot con heo
den nho méi mua bang bap can niam lim-dim dwdi san voi
con ché vang om bay suwong di khong muon buwde. Ngoai
dong lua Ién xanh kich, ¢6 miy dam ruong cily lna som da
lac-dac tro bong.

Ba Théi ngoi va-do ma mat thi buén xo, thing Puoc hoi
-ewe chiing da phdi tra 1o, cho v khong mudn néi chuyén. Pén
x€ troi chuyén mua, may giiing den mit, gio thoi 6 ao; tén
Hitru di choi vé lai ¢ dic vé mot ong gia chirng 50 tuoi voi
mot dira con gai nho chirng bay tam tuoi.

\  Thiang Pugc vira thily cha thi lat dat chay vo buong, dirng
nup sau vach, réi ké con mat cho 16 vach rach ma ngo. No
thay ma no chao khach roi dep do may di 1dy triiu cau dé trén
khay cho khach an. No dom ong gia ay thi thdv ong minh
mac mot cai 4o xuyén dai cii, trong ¢6 4o ¢o gira lring,
dudi mice quan lanh den, diu bich khan be nhiéu den, chon
di giay ham €ch da lang, nguoi voe lon, miéng rong, moi
& day, riu thwa ma dai lai bac hoa ram, trang cao, miit dung

| B8 da ma ciip mit lom, doi chon may ram. Con con nho di

theo Ong tuy né miic mot cai 4o lua xanh cii véi mot cai

quda lanh den ciing e¢ii, nhung ma da tring moi son, diu
xwrde luge cay toe xudng nira lung, mil may sang rd, nhiim

.-. coi ching kém chi mily dira con gai cia hwong-chire giau &

trong lang. Thiang Bugc lai thily ong gia dy dé hai cai bao
bing vai xanh voi mot edy don trén van giin ché 6ng ngoi
do, no bi¢t cay dom 8y kéu la don co, song no khong hién
hai cai h::_m ay dung vat gi & trong.

Ong gia ngoi vira yén chd roi thi tén Hitu hoi vo ring ;
« Thang Puwge di dau roi mav, bitu no ra biéu chat nao »,

S
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Ba Thoi chwa kip tra lod, thi thiing Puoce trong buong da
riv-rin di ra. No di vira mai toi ddu bo van thi tén Hira noi
viri ong khach riing: « Thiing nho toi do! Né sang lang qua
cha, ngit vi toi nghéo nén khong cho no di hoe dwrge, thiét
uong bigét chirng ndo. »

| ~ Ong gia day lai ngo thiang Puoc roi tho tay vao tai lay
ra mot eap ki€n con mit ma mang vo. Fhing Puoe dirng
dura bén cai chong ma ngo6 ong, con ba Thoi tuy di buée vo
cira budng roi, song ciing ding lai'm‘a ngo chirng, khong
hi¢u ong gia ndy & dau va ¢6 y gi ma lai dén coi thing
Dwoe. Ban diu Llu ta nghi chﬂng' minh tinh do con cho 6ng
gia niy, roi sau chi ta lai nghi ong ndy mét con nén tim
dén ma nhin. Ba Thoi dirong nghi nghi ngai ngai, ong gia
| do tay ngofic thiing Puroc ma biéu riing: « Lai day ong biéu
: chal, con ». Ba Thoi nghe xung ong thi bi#t 6ng khong phai )
| la cha thiing Puoe, tinh dirng nan lai ma nghe coi 6ng noi o
chuyén gi. Tén Hiru day vo buong thdly vg con ldp 16 x6 cira 2,
bén biéu ring: « Miy coi nflu nuwée roi bo tra eh€ cho ong. |
thity ong udng choi. » f

B T IR SRy — A

Ba Thoi quay qua di vo bep. Thuug Dugce mat ngo chirng
cha, con chun thi di lin lai gin ong gia. Ong gm mang
mat ki€n ngo no tran tran, tay vudt cdi chop cia no roi
héi riing : « Chau miy tudi? » Thiing Pwoe noéi nho ring :.
« Thura, téi 9 tudi ». Ong gia nghléng tai biéu noi cho lém
mot chat. Thing Puoe phiin thi s, phin thi dam vwdon ¢6,
nén noi lon hon, ma noi dong nghe dit sét. Tén Hiru tron
miit bicu: « Noi cho lom coi nao !» Thiing Buoc tﬁﬂ hén
rul noi ¢ « Thra, 161 9 tudi ».

~ Ong gia git diiu réi ngo tén Hirn ma noi ring : « Buoe, P
tieng no tot, hoi n6 am ma lai dai, thing niy tip ca dwoe.
Ma chi em n6 noi lai, cho noi gidng gi ma mae qua vays. i

Lic dy ba Thoi & trong buong buoe ra. Tén Hiru khong,
tra 1o véi ong gia, lai biéu thang Puoc ring: « Thei, di
vO trong cau hai choi di, chirng ndo tao kéu sé vé ». Thaug ;
Duoc khong hiéu viée gi, nghe biéu di choi thi vung loi \
nén lat dat buoe ra di, ba Thoi kéu lai biéu riing : « Con ¢
vo noi voi mg hai cho ma mwon mot noéi tra, con dem vé |
cho ma roi s¢ di choi nghe con ». Thing Puge da mot
tieng roi dam diu chay tudt.

/
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Teén Hiru ldy choi quét eai ght nghi roi di ldy goi bo trén
van mia moi ong gia ndm. Ong gia khong nim lai bitu
con nho di theo do ngoi trén chong ma choi, réi day qua
fiol tén Horw : « Sao, chi em no tinh 1€ nao thi tinh phire

cho roi, ding 16i di cho som ». Tén Huru dap rang : « Khéong

)
' .
s
L o
)

! B piai ban chac chi ma noi gia cao gia thap. HG6i trua toi vo
“ nha ong Hwong-ho choi, tinh co giap thdy, toi thay thiy &

ugoi dom con con em day ca theo, nhi¢p nhang én rap nén
toi khen. Thiv noi thiv mudn ki¢m thém mot dira con trai
i naan thily nuoi réi day no don ca diang kiém tién cho dé,

~ Vo 16i no ¢o nuoi mot dira con nuoi, ma bay gio nha toi
ngheo nham nuéi n6 ton com chd khong co ich loi gi. Toi
nghe thay noi nhw vay nén 161 mai tinh giao no lai cho
thiv nuéi. Thiay nghivlai do mi coi, vo toi nuoi no tir hoi
B méi dé cho dén_ bay gior tdn hao cye kho bidt 1a bao
: » whidu. Nay no da duge 9 tudi roi, tr ndy vé sau nho ey
00 dwrge, vay 16i doi co 20 dong bac ¢o phii mac mo chi
dau ».

e

s, ey ®

Ong gia lic diu roi dip rang : « Con Lién cua toi day
v con mo ¢oi, no & voi ¢o no, ma co nd nghéo nén nuodi
no khong noi, toi gip 1oi xin, ¢6 no giao cho toi die di,
: 101 cho ¢6 10 dong bac ma thoi. Néu chit em n6 mudn giao
: thang nho cho 10i nuoi ding t6i day hoe don hoc ca, thoi
d¢ 101 tra cho chit em né ciing 10 dong. Toi nuoi no bay
ai0 1ol phai ton cong ma day no hoce, chd la nho nhoi gi
dwge dau ma tri _ticn mac ».

Ba Thai ra ldy binh tich tinh dem di sie cho sin réi
s thang Duroce dem tra veé ¢o chd nuoe cho khach udng, béng
ughe hai dang noi chuyén nhw vay thi dirng chung-hirng,
doi ong gii noi dirt 1oi ben hoi chong rang

H-.q—r"-"_:.ll.-‘ [}

- U4, minh tinh ban thiing Puoce hay sao minh ?
U, ché dé nuoi lam yi.

.,-
el P~ 4
- Hq— -

-~ Toi nghiép lam ma ! Toi nuoi 1o dia tam chin nim
nay, mén tay mén chon, minh hian cting nhur minh cit rudt
tol vay da minh a.

- l'_l-l.;l\_' u 1

- Con cua may dé do sao ? N€u miiy chiu thi¢t con cia
naciv dé tht tao dé cho may nuoi, tao khong ban.
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Ba Thoi nghe chong noi xee minh thi tra nuwde mat, song |

‘vi throng con nén rang guwong gao Ki€m cd ma cai rang : |
Toi di ¢6 noi voi minh riing toi chiie thimg Duage la

con nha gian sang; 40 mén giay non ndé mie hoi toi xi

duge no do voi mat mui n6 banh bao, tay chou no di¢u

nhicu do minh khong thily hay sao ? Bay gio' minh bin no 4

minh [ay mot hai chue déng bac ¢6 phai la nhiéu o dau, chi "

biing minh d¢ minh nuoi né hoa may ngay sau cha me no

tim ma nhin n6 minh xin mot doi triim dong bac moi 1

kha cho. ] :
Miy cian déan dé may nuoi co bira tao doa tao dap no

ch@t day may mang hoa da, n6i cho miy biél. Pi coi ndu nwoe

uong, tao tinh theé nao tai nei v o, miy khong dwoe phép |

noi. ey

Ba Thoi thay chéng tro trao Lhi Lhm. nude mat, roi riu- |
riu di vo b&p, khong dam noi chi nira hel. Lac hm*‘u;r w il
chong dwong doi co voi nhau thi ong gia kéo gdi mandam.
Tuy ong khong ro gia dao chia tén Hitu ra thé ndo, song
ong nghe hoi tén Hiru noi do thi ong bi€t anh ta khie
thiing nho lim, néu 6ng mua né ong nuoi thi chae a toi |
nghi¢p cho vo tén Hiru ma ciing la lam phwoe giuom cho |
thiing nho. Chirng ba Thoi bude o b€p ong mai noi voi
tén Hiru ring:

— Toi coiy thim no tri¢u mén thing nho lim; vay thoieha
no deé ma nuoi, gino cho toi lam chi roi thim né budn rdn
to1 nghigp.

— Khong ma ! Hé toi nhirt dinh thi toi cho, cha nd ean
toi khong duoe lia 1a no. Ching gidu chi thtw toi ngheo
nén troi noi xuong Cintho ma lam ruong. O nha vo t6i : N
lén trén Cholon & dau nha ngwoi ta ma lam muon, cach
vai niim sau no6 trd vé no co6 bong vé mogdira con, nd not 1
dira nho do la con cta ho né xi duwge n6 dé n6 nuoi. Thay
nghi do ma coi theo thiiy vay thidy co nghi hay klmng May 1
thang nay toi vé toi thily thiing nhd toi gay con mit nén
Sdnh giac trong nha hoai, boi vay toi linh ki¢m nguwdi ding
cho phire n6 di cho rdi, thi trong nha méi an én ma lo
lam an dwoc. » 3

Ba Thoi trong bép chay ra nuoc mat mroe mui cham- |
ngoam vi khoe va thé riing :-« N€u khong phai con 161 xi
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Jdroe ma 1oi noi doi dang gat minh, thi xin ong thin trong
lang nay bé ¢o viin hong toi di.»

Ong gia thdy ba Thoi khoe loe the thot nhu vay, thi 16m-
com ngoi dav ma can rang: « Thoi, hai vo chong cing
.chang nén riy-ra ma lam gi. Toi la nguwoi o xi la, tinh co
dén day cho khong phai la b con quen biet chi voi hai
vo chong. Niy gior 161 nam long tai nghe thi toi da rd gia
dao ctia hai vor chong hét réi. Thim em no xi duwge con
cua ho bo roi thim em né bong v¢ ma nuoi phai hon,
chit em no di lam dn liu ngay vé thay khi di thi vo khong
¢o nghén ma khi vé thi vo lai ¢o con, nén dé long nghi
: thim em no & nha-co ngoai tinh, roi vo chong san-sil voi
nhau boai. Lam dén-ong ma nghi nhu cha em no do cnng
.chiang phai la gi. Ma nay gior 10i nghe hoi thim em no tire
| t6i trong long lam, thi toi bi€t chie thim em no thi¢t tinh
} chd khong ¢o gian-doi. Toi tuoi da trong réi, cling dang bue
| huynh (rudmg cua hai vg chong, toi dén day thay hai vo
chong can-dian voi nhau nhw vay 10i cting buon. Vay toi
xin thim no vui [ong dé cho 1oi nuoi ginm thing nho cho,
lam nhw vay chi em no mai hét nghi, vor chong mai hoa
thuan ma lo lam lo in voi ngueai ta. Toi vin bidt thim em
néd nuoi thing nho tir hoi con do lam-16i cho dén bay gio
ké di tam chin nam troeong sao lai Khong thuong, bay
gior thim em no giao cho 16i diac di thi thim em né chac
la thwong nhd buon rau lam chd. Ma thim em né nén
nghi déu niy: Thing nhoé thi midt may sang-lang lim, néy
thim em no dé ma nuoi thi biit qua mot vai nim nira thim
em no bit di chiin trau, biat di mot laa, réi chirng no lon
thi ciam cay danh xe cang toi nghi¢p cho thin no. Ché con
thim em no bang long dé lai cho 161 nuoi thi toi day no
hoe chir hoe don, hoa mav ngay sau than no khoi cye kho,
coi ¢o phai la tot hon hay khong? Chia em no doi 20 chue
dong bac, thoi 101 eling chiu cho du 20 déng bac, 101 nuoi
no trude 1a lim phuoce ginm cho no, san nira ginp cho hai
vo chong hoa thuian ma & doi voi nhau, didu méac ré cling
«chang né gi. »

————— e
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Tén Huoru nghe ong gia chiu tra 20 dong thi mat may hon
ho, ¢on ba Thoi nghe loi hon thiét thi dong long nén ngoi
khoe diam dé. Chirng ong gia noi dirt 1o ba Thoi méi noi
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ring : « Thiy thay than toi thiy thuwong nén thiiy tinh nhur
vay thiét toi doi on thay lung lam. Ngit vi téi nuoi no da
mén tay mén chon, néu rit ma giao cho thay thi chac toi
cht, cho chiu khong noi. » Ong gia day lai ngé ngay ba
Thoi réi noi rat nghiém nghi ring : « Thim noi  thim
thurong no, néu thi¢t thwong thi phai tinh lam th€ nao-
diang ngay sau no tro nén mot nguwoi bitt nhon, bigt nghia,
bi¢t hi¢u, bi¢t trung, du tai, di lwe, ma & doi cho khoi

nguori ta khinh bi, ché thwong ma tinh lam cho no6 chin:

rau, cim cav, cao heo, pha nuwde, thwong nhw vay thi la
¢O v lam hai cho n6é cho ¢6 phai la thi¢t thwong dao. »

Ba Thot cai diu lian thinh khong noi chi hét. Tén Hiru
ding day an triu réi noi rang: « Néu nay toi giao no cho
thiy, thoan nhur ngay sau cha me né nhin ¢6 cho tién bac
thi ai linh tién bac dv? » Ong gia tré moi dap riing : « Oi! toi
co can gi tién bace dv dau! Néu ai ¢6 nhin thi téi chi cho ho-
dén nha chi em no réi ho tinh sao ho tinh ».

Thang Duoce tay ciim mot goi tra & trong nha cAu hai no,

no di v& budre dén san no s¢ riay nén khong dam vo ctra, no-

di doc theo he roi vo phia ctra sau. Di lai bép thi thay siéu
nude soi hoi lén ngui-nguc ma khong ¢oé ma no o do, no
moi di nhe nhe lai nap diea etra buong ma dom ra ngoai. No6-
thitv dang ma no ngoi trén cai chong gin do né méi kéu nho
nho: « Ma ma, tra day ne ». Ba Thoi nghe kéu lién dirng day
di vo bép. Thang Dwoe chay theo tay dwa goi tra miéng thi
noi ring: « Mo hai mo n6i muwon tri sao muwon hoai, mo
bicu lai quan mua ma udng chd md khong ¢o tra ma cho
muon nite. Mav ¢6 cau hai & nha ciu nghe no6i cau riy roi
cau ldy cau cho muon do da ».

Ba Thai md goi tra ra bo vo binh réi ngoéi chom hom ma
¢h® nwae khong noi chi hél. Thang Puwge thiay ma no nuoce
méit nuwde mii cham-ngoam khong hiéu ¢o vi¢e chi nén vinh
vai ma no ma hoi ring : « Sao ma khoe vay ma ?Tia riay nira
hay sao ? » Ba Thoi khong tra 1oi, song day lai ngo con mot

cach tham thit lim, réi xach binh nwée ma di ra ngoai trude..

Thiing Brroe dirng bo vo buon nghi€n, ngoai hé dong-gio la

» . i i a W 1.. .
dap & a0, réi mot lat mura tuong nhwr eim tin ma do, troh
gim nhwr siung no bén tai.
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Ba Thoi & ngoai buwde vo sap cai cira saun cho khoi maurs
tac wot bép. Thing Duge xian-bin di theo ma hoi, ring: « Ong
gia nao do vay ma? Hoi nay tia bicu toi di choi chirng nio
kéu s€ vé, bay gio troi mua toi o nhi ¢o duge hay kbhong
ma?» Ba Thoi sap ctra xong roi lién dav lai om con ngoi
bep xudng déil va khoe va noi ring: « Cha con na ban con
cho ong gia do roi, con oi!»

Thiing Puoce nghe noi eling chiay nuwdamit roi noi ring :
« Poi khong chiu dau ma. Toi o voi ma ha ». Ba Thoi nghe
con noi miy 1o thi diet rudt nat gan, song ciing gan guong
ma noi voi con ring: « Con 60i! con con nho dai nén con
khong hicu, ché than ma ma nuoi con dav thiét la tham
kho khong biét chirng ndo. May thang nay tia con no vé

'no6 ctr nghi cho ma lay trai nén dé con ra do chd khong

phai la xi dwge con ma nuoi, boi vay cho nén no gheét
con, mi no lai hanh hai than ma hoai. Thié¢t n€u ma cur,
khong chin giao con cho 6ng gia do, thi khong ai lam sao
ma dac con di duoe, song néu ma can tro thi tin con no
nghi con la con cia ma dé, dwong iy cai danh tid cha
ma con gi, vi vaiv nén ma thwrong con ma khong mo miéng
ra duoc. »

Thiang Duoe ngoi khoe mot héi roi dimg dav miit chir-
bur, 13y vat &0 lao nude mat va noi rang: « Thoi, ma dirng
¢O buon. dirng ¢6 khoe nira. Tia ¢6 ban con thi de tia ban
diing con di phire cho réi, chd ma can tro- dé con o lai day
tia riy rda ma hoai toi nghiép ma lim. Khong ¢o sao diu
ma so! Con di roi chirng con khon lom con lam an co tién
nhiéu con tro' vé con cho ma, con khong quén ma dau? »

Ba Thoi nghe con noi nhir vay lai cang tii trong long
hon nitra, nén kéo con ngdi xudng réi om nhau me con

- khoe muoe. Ngoai san troi di hét dong, nhung con mura

ri-rit hoai khong duat hot. Tén Hiru thay troi gin 151 ma
mura khong tanh nén ciim ong gia & lai sang ngayv sé di.
Ong gia tinh di qua Cin-Duwde ma thily wol-at nhim di eling
bat tién. nén chiu & nan ngi nha moét dém. Tén Hiru kéu
vor bicu coi ndlu com lam ga vit cho khach éin.

Com nwde xong roi, ong gia lay ra 20 dong bac ma dua
cho vo chéng tén Hiru, va kéu thiing Puoce ra roi biéu no
sra soan goi 4o goi quin cho sin diing sang thire day di

-—n-—_-_o-arl
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- ¢cho sorm. Troi chan vang toi thi mua da dat hot. Ba Thoi
moi di vo trong nha ngudi anh lay hét 40 mu giay mén va
soi day chuyén cna thing Pugoe ma dem vé, tinh khuya
dua hét cho con roi din no sau nhu cha me ruot no co
nhin thi dua d6 ay ra ma chidu doi.

[ e " N i E L] ] " (% ," » [
Bém av ba Thoi khong ngu dwoe et nam tran tro nuoe

mit didm dé. Thing DPwoe ciing tire twdi trong long, nghi
ring con ¢6 mot dém nay thi minh khong con ¢ véi me
nira, phai di theo ngwdi ta ma khong biét di dau, nén ndm
mol bén me ma khong dam dung minh me. ¢ dayv mat vo
vach hodi.
Troi ryng dong ga 16i xom gay van ran. Ong gia thie
~day quet hop quet ma ddt dén, roi ma ctra ra san ma ticéu
tién. Vo chong tén Hiru cling thire day theo. Ong gia tré
vo kéu dira con gai di voi ong do: « Lién, Lién, day con,
sang roi, day stra soan ma di cho som, kéo tria di ning
lam. » ang lai day qua biéu tén Hou rang: « Kéu giim
thing nho thire day ding no di. »

Thang DPwoce da thue day roi, {f11'¢r11g dirng sau hée mue
nwrdae sie miéng roa mat, bong nghe tia no kéu lién iat dat
quiin gho chay ra. Ong gia thily no lién biéu : « Lay 4o quéin

roi di con, » Thang Puoe tro vo buong, ba Thoi moi doa

- cho no6 mot cai 4o vai tring voi mot cai quin vai traing moi
ma bitu no ban, roi lai kéu no ma diin 1ing: « Con 6i! ma
d¢ cho con di day chiic 1a ma budn riu ma ch@ gip cha
-chang khong. Piay neé, nhirng do niy la d6 cta con ban
t rong hic ma xi dirge con do. Cai goi giay day la soi day
¢ huyén cua con. Con dirng ¢co bo miat midy mon d6 nghe
hon con, bai vi d6 do 1a dfiu tich eta con, ntu con bo mit
thi s¢ sau cha me¢ ruét con ¢o nhin khong biét lav chi ma
lam tin. Ma vai van cho con manh gioi in choi.....» Noi
toi do ba Thoi khoe tdm hie tim tuoi nén khong ti€p durge
nira,

O ngodai tén Hioru kéu 1on riing : « Bwge a, roi ehwa ra ma
~di chd, lam gidng gi ma luc-due hoai & trong vay ? ».
Ba Thaoi té ngoi trén gilrfmg tay (rai thi chdong giwong,
-con tav mat thi lay vat 4o tu trén mit ma khoe ngat. Thang
Puoe xach goi do bude ra toi etra budng, nghe ma no khoc,
né dirng lai ngo ma no vit tra mrde mat. Lie ay trod sang
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ma con mo md, tén Hiru chay vo nam tay thing Puwoc kéo -
ra ngoai, dé dirng dira bén o6ng gia. Ong gia vo: diiu n6 ma
noi riing : « Con di voi ong, khong sao dau ma s¢.» Ong gin
viin thude hat roi dirng d.}‘r biéu con nho di voi Eug do xich
cdy dom, con ong lm' dit r6i x0 vo hai eai bao vai xanh ma

mang trén hmg 'Dn;, vira mudn tir ma di thi tén Hon hoi
thiing Puoc ring : « May xach goi gi ma biym-sum dor vay?
Pra day col nao ».

Tén Hiru 11y cai goi cua thimg Puge réi mo ra thiv c6 -
nhirng 40 mén giay mi ctua n6é hoi nho do lién kéu vo ma
noi ring : « Miy a, miy duwa do nay cho no dem theo lam
gi?» Noi roi lién lay do ay ma bo ra ngoai vang, thiy co
goi gifly nho mé ra thay soi day chuyén ciing lay lai nira, -
Tén Hioru coi k¥ thi con ¢6 mot cai &o voi mol cai quin
vai den, ma hai cai tuy chua riach song cting da cii roi nén
lat dat goi lai ma dua cho thiing Puwoc roi hoi ong gia ring:
« H6i hom thidy noi véi toi thiy qua Cian-BPudc. Ma qua
Can-Budce roi o do hay la con di dau ? Xin noi cho toi
bi€t ding sau nhu cha me no ¢6 dén day ma nhin no thi
toi bi€t ma ki¢m thay. » '

Ong gia du due mot chat r6i dap ring: « Sir in o thiét
o1 chira bi€t chic ¢ dau, ma khong hai gi, ntu cha em ¢6
viee mudn ki¢m toi thi qua chy Cin-Dude hoi thim thiy
Biang thi ho chi cho. » Noi dirt loi lién tir gia tén Hiru ma
di, va day mat vo ctra buong thay ba Thoi ding doé thi noi
ring : « Thim em no dirng co phién, 16i nuodi cling tor (€,
khong sao ma sg. Thoi, toi kitu hai vo chong nghé ? »

Thiay Pang nam tay thaing BPuoce ma dac di, con nho xé
hai vo chong tén Horu r6i xach cay don di theo sau. Ra 161
san thing Puge vang-vang tri dirng lai ma kéu : « Ma oi |
méa | » Ba Thoi chay ra ctra khoe rong lén nghe rit bi tham.
Tén Hiru tron mat ngo thang Puoce, lam cho n6é so khigp
via nén do bwoce di theo thiy Dang khong dam kéu ma
ntra. Tén Hiru dirng coi di ra 101 diu bo réi moi day lai
nat vo ring : « Ninh di na! Khoe giong gi ? May noi khong
phai con mily dé sao ma khoc dir vay.... Thi dé ngu ! do.
cua thing nho sao miy dwa cho no chi vay ? Ntu thiét no
la con ctia ho miy xi dugce thi phai dé dé do lai ding sau
¢d ai ho nhin ho mdéi tim dén minh, chd dwa hét cho no
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thi minh con béng co gi ma ké cong nuoi dudng duge. » :

Ba Thdoi khong tri 1o, tro vo trong vin hot hét d6 cua thing |
Pwoc do ma om vo buéng roi ngoi khoe ram-rit.

Thiy Pang dic thing Pwgc ra toi dwong quan 1o roi A
m&i buéng né ra, biéu no di trirde, con thiy voi con nho thi |
di theo sau. Thiing Puge chon di ma mat ngo lai nha hodi, % % |
nurde mit chay rong rong khong dirt, trong bung tham nghi
minh bwdce toi mot bude thi cang xa me, xa nhia thém mot *
“khiie duong ; héi nday nghe ong gia noi di qua Can-Duoe
ma xir Can-Buoc ¢ dau ? ong gia ndy la ai ? {L)ng mua " e
minh dem vé biit lam viee gi 2 Minh ¢6 thé nao tré vé nha
ma nira hay khong ? -

Thiing Bugce trong long quiin dau nhw dao cat, trong tri
hai roi nhur to vo, boi vay cho nén chon thi di, mat thi
khoc, mat thi ngo ngodi lai hoai, lam cho nguwoi di chey
ho gap ai thily cing ldv lam kv, co ngwoi biét no kéu hoi
no di dan no ciing khong noi. Ra dén chg My-Loi, thiy
Pang biéu hai dira nho di thang lai ciu ngdi ma cho do
diing qua song Bao-Ngwoe. Mit troi trng moe, hwong dong
choi do lom. Thang Duoc dirng trén ciu ngo lai Xom-Tre thi
thily nha ma no ro rang, thay may budi chudi sau he mat
troi chol vang-viing, thay mai chuong vit dua mé sian sum-
sup, thidy ctra chong c6 nguoi dirng do, nhwrng ma vi 0 xa

- L

nén thily nguoi dy mic do den ché khong ro la ai, thiy
con cho vang di nghéu-nghtn trude san r6i dirng chong mo
ngod ra duong duong nha tim kitm ban.

Thing BPwoce dirng ngo hoai khong moi mat, ma thay
Piang vaoi con Lién dirng mot bén thi ding cho eling dé
cho no ngo, chang hé hoi mot tigng chi. Chiée do chéo qua
toi, thay Pang xach do va diae hai dira xudng do. Chite do
som moi di bav tam ngudi, nguwoi ndy hoi nguoi kia, ngudi
kia noi chuyén voi nguoi no om-som, song thing DBuoce
ciing khong khuay ling cir ngo vé phia Xom-Tre hoai. Bo
qua toi mé song bén kia, thang Buoc leo lén bo ngo tro lai
bi diin cay in khudt khong thily Xom-Tre nira, khong biét cho
niao li nha minh, réi ngoé tie hwong thi ¢o cay la hoits ching
¢6 xom nao la xom minh bidt, chang ¢6 nha nao la nha
minh quen thi hoéi-hop trong long, nén dirng khoc thie
thich. Thiy Pang dudi do buwde l1én, vo vai biéu no di, thi
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n6 danh liéu dé bude di theo, ehé bo-vo canh la qué nguei,
khong bi¢t di dan ma tinh.

»
x u.

Thay Pang thiét tén la Triin-cao-Dang, nguoi gde sanh dé
tai xir Cin-Dude. Lue con nho trong nha cha me nghéo lim,
com an khong no, 4o mic khong lanh. Khi av nha-nude
mao1i lap truwong ma day hoe chir qude-ngir vai chir Tay, nha
giau khong ai chiu cho con di hoc. Nha-nwde moi tong tral
«cho c¢ic ling day phai cap hoc 'tro. Huong-chire trong ling
$0' quan quo phal nén nin-ni voi ong than cua Bang dé cho
bang di hoc, Hrong-chire voinha giaun chung dau voi nhau
ma chiu tién com banh #o qudn, lai con cap dudng cho cha
me o nha duwge no im nira. Thay Dang nhd ¢6 nhur vay nén
‘maoi di hoe duoe.

Hoc hon murdi nim quan bo di lam thiy-giao day tai
trwromg Saigon. Dav hoe dwrge vai niim giip dip quan Tham-
bién Cholon cin dung mot thday thong-ngon, thiy BDang
moi xin thoi ngach thiy-gidao roi xin cap bimg lam thong-
ngon. Quan Tham-bién thdy gioi-gian biic-thiép thi dem
long yéu thiy, boi vay cho nén thiay ding thong-ngon nha
thiy tong lang toi lui nwom-nwep. Thiy rude cha me vé &
<chung véi thily con dira em gai cua thady tén la ba Sy thi cha
me thiy da gi cho nguoi ¢ trong lang (én 14 Phan-hao-Tam.

Thiy von la con nha ngheéo, nhung vi thiy lam viéc
«quan dac 19, ké kinh nguoi véu, boi vay cho nén co mot
ong Cai-tong gian c¢o & gin lang thiay moi kéu thily ma gi
con. Thiy cudi vo vé vo chong & voi nhau hon muoi nim
ma khong ¢6 con. Lin lin cha me hai bén khuat heét. Vo
thiy linh phén in cia cha mo6i nam thau hué loi cling
dwge hai ba ngan gia laa. Thay lam vi¢e quan c¢6 lwong
¢6 bong, ma tong lang kinh phuc nén di 1é vat hiing egay;
da vay ma vo thdy lai ¢6 cua riéng, né¢u thiy thu phian nhuw
nguoi ta thi buwoe hoan 1o cta thiy chic la rong dai, mui
pha qui vinh hué chac la thay ném du.

Niao dé nguoi doi hé ¢o-may thi ¢o rai, sir nén hu vinh
‘mhue gim ciing nhw nwede lon nwde rong. Thiy Pang lam
viée quan duge 12 niam rui gip mot ong quan Tham-bi¢n
khong yéu thiy nhu mily ong trude, lai hé thiy di hiiu tré thi
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ray, thay lam vi¢e cham thi qué. Tong lang dom thily quam
khong yéu thiy nira thi coi bo ho ciing bot kinh mé&n. Thiy
nghi thé tinh lac-1¢o thi thiy buén thim, nén thiy géi don
xin quan trén doi thiy qua tinh khac. Quan trén da khong.
nham loi thiy, ma guan so tai lai cang khie voi thiy nhiéu
hon ntra, llm_\f tire tri moi xin thoi, réi vo chong die nhau
tror vé Can-Buoe ciit nha ma o. | .

Miy nam thiy lam viée quan nha thay khach khira dong
div ddy ; thiy hagc don thiy don thiét twoi, nén dém nao
thiy cling qui tu nhirng tay dom gioi dén hoa choi voi thiy,
Hé don dén khuya thi #n udng vui cudi; vo thily tuy phai

thire Khuya coi nau nuwdng ma dai khach, song mudn vira ¥

chong nén chang ¢6 mot tidng chi phién trach.

Tir ngay thayv vé o ‘trong lang thi chiang co ai toi choi
nira, ban dém vang-vé thay ¢o buon thi lay don ra réi don
moOt minh ma thoi, dom cay niy da them oi don (qua cay
khiac. Vo thiy ching c6 chi cwe nhoe nhw khi trwée,
nhung ma coi ¥ lai bot trong thiy., Nhiéu khi v thidy
nghe nhirng ban déng-liéu ctia thiy khi truede ké lam Huyén,
ngweai lam Pha, thi thwedong hay cang-ran, hay trach thiy
noi ring tai thiv ngang tan chd chi thiy nhin nhue ma theo
lam viée quan, thi chiac ngay nay cting duwge rrr-rﬂng nhu

ngurdi vay. |

Thiy Dang bude ra khoi vong hoan 16 thi trong long phoi
phoi, ching hé ¢o v tide mot chat gi. Thaiy tinh nght choi
thong tha mot vai nam roi s€ licu chwde hodie kinh dinh
cong thuong, hoiic khai san nong nghi¢p. Chang dé vo
chong w.'EF trong lang & chua diiv nira niim ma thiv dom coi
vo thiy ¥ ¢o cna riéng nén ¢6 y khinh thi thiay, hé tinh toi
chuvén lam fin thi no et tige chive thong-ngon, ky-lue, cir
ham lam ba Phu b Huvén hodi ; thay thay long da cna dan-
ba nhuw vay thi thdy buon thiim, b&i vay cho nén thiy cir
bo nha ma di choi ¢ho khuay lan. Ihd‘\ di thi thoi, cho hé
vé d&n nha thi vo kiém chuy¢én ma riy-ra. Thiy do chic
vor thiy ngay trede ma yéu mén thidy do la vi cai chire
thong-ngon ciia thay nén mai yéu; nay thiy khong co oai
quyvén nira nén vo moi bac dai nhuw vay.

Ngav no vo chong riv voi nhau, vo noi nhicu loi phi
nghia thiy gian beén vidt tor dé ma gino cho vo, roi bién nhw
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noi thay la nguoi khong ximg dang thi lay chong khace cho
xtrmng dang hon thiy. Nguoi vo eling vui long ma lanh to
dé¢, coi ching ¢6 chut chi tridu m@n hét.

Thity Pang thiy th€ tinh nhuw vay thi trong bung cuoi
thim, bén giao hét ctra nha cho v, chi liy ¢o 4o, quin, don
sach ma thoi. Ma twdng diu thiy mudn lay tién cua thiy
ciing kho ma liy cho ding, bai vi thiy lam viée quan hon
mudi niam, tuy tién bac vo nhicu, song vo bao nhi¢u thay
x&ii bt bay nhié¢u, dén ngay xin thoi di vé lang, thiv phai
lav hué lgi cua vo ma cil nha va mua do dat.

Nay vor chong xa nhau do dal ctra nha ay co phai cua thay

dau ma thiv dam doi. May khi trueoe thiay ¢o cho it nguwi

bang hiru muwon moi nguwoi mot ¢(oi triim doéng bac. Vay
thity don 4o quin don sach qua nha em ré la Phan-hio-Tam
ma gai, roi tinh di doi ng ma xai do.

Thiy 1én ¢ Saigon, Cholom choi miy thang, anh em ban
ke thi khuyeén thay xin tro vo lam viee quan lai, ngudi thi
biéu thiy xin vé miy hing ma lam. Thiy nghi ring minh di
trong hoan 16 hon 10 nim da chan roi, nay minh diroc
thong tha con xin trd vo chi ntra. Con bay gio minh xin giup
viee cho may hang thi cing duwoce, ma néu tranh duong nay
rdi di duong no, duwong ndo minh cting khéng duoe lam chu,
nhur viy thi ngay trirdre minh xin thoi lam viée chang 14 dai
lim sao?

Thay suy di nghi lai chin-chan réi thiay méi nhirt dinh ngu
khong co nghé niao ma thiy lam chu thiy dwge thi tha thiy
di day dém ma choi, ditu nghéo hén thi thday cam phan ngheo
hén, cho thay khong chiu huat ha ai heét. Co mol thay Hoi-

dong o Een-lwe, von li ngudoi gidu lon, khi troede ¢o mang

on thiv, ngay no gip thiiy tai Saigon tht ming ro hil sire,
moi thay di ra nha hing any com noi chuyen choi. Lic éan
udng thiw 10 hét tam-sy cua thiay cho thay Hoi-dong nghe.
Thily Hoi-dong nghe hét diu dudi roi noi rang: « Khong hai
gi, thiy tinh buon ban lam an, n€u thay cin dung von lién
bao nhiéu (01 sé giup giim cho, khong sao dau ma so. »
Thiiv l—?);-.‘m;__; nghe miy loi trong bung mirng thim, nén di
ri anh em quen hun hié¢p voi minh ding kip Hém e bap
trir dan ma ban. Anh em ai eting thwrong, ai cling mudn gitp
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cho thiy lam #n, song lam viée tai Saigon Choldn khong ai
du tién nhi¢u, boi vay cho nén moéi ngwoi chiu him nam
bay chuce hodc mot trim ma thoi. Thay Dang thily anh em
hira hin, tuy von khong nhiéu, nhirng ma sé him dong, thi
lat dat di Bén-lire tim dén nha thiy Hoi-dong noi chuyén
lai cho thiy nghe, roi cay thiy gitp mot doi ngan ding co
di tién ma lap tiém. Thiy Hoi-dong néi khong cé bae san,
biéu doi it ngay roi thiy sé dem lén Saigon ma giip eho.
Doi gin trot thang ma khong thily chi hét, thiy Dang ting
th€ phai xudng Bén-lirc nira, chang de¢ xudng do lai khong
c6 thiy Hoi-dong & nha. Thiy bén chi xudng ludon nam san
liin nira, ma khong giip mit; thiay bi€t thiay Hoéi-dong noéi
khong thiét thi thiy tire cuwoi thim, réi vé nhirt dinh di day
don ma choi, khong théem lam nghé chi hét. |

Thiy di trot nim thang moi trd vé nha em ré. Thiy nghe
noi ¢o6 thiy Pho-tong so tai vo ch€t nén gim ghé mudn cdy
mai d€n noi vo thity, ma y vo thily cling 'hudn roi nén thiy
Pho téi lui hoai. Thiy bidt vo thily la ngudi tham bac tham
tién, trong quyén trong tuwde, thi thiy da khinh bl r6i, ma
thiy nghe noi mit ti€t mit trinh thi thiay lai cang khinh-bi
nhiéu hon nira.

Tir &y vé sau thily mang mély tudi don luwu-linh trong lue-
tinh, trot 15 nim truwdong khi thi Ién Chau-doc, khi thi xudng
Bic-liéu, khi thi lai Tay-ninh, khi thi qua Ba-ria. Tuy c6 lie
thily ciing xdy xai bin chat, nhwng ma diu khi nghéo cue
thily ciing gitr gin danh dir, chiing hé lam cho thép céi pham
gia cua thdy. Luce sau day thay thily thién-ha lai wa nghe ca,
thily nghi diu thiy don hay ma khong ¢6 ai ca thi chiic thién-
ha ciing #t chudng, boi vay cho nén ra Ba-ria thiay thdly con
Doan-kim-Lién miit may sang-sua, ma ti€ng néi lai thanh
tao, thiy maoi xin ding thiy day ca, ré6i die nhan ma di don
ca cho thién-ha nghe choi ma iy tién. Thiy nuoi con Lién
hon mét niim thiy day no dia biét du diéu, ma lai biét dwge
it ban don-tranh nira. Vi n6 moi ¢6 8 tuoi nén don ngon
chura duwoce twoi, chd eon ca thi ai ciing phai khen, b&i vi
ti€ng no6 da tdt ma no calai chiie nhiép nira. Thay tré vo Sai-
gon & dom miy thang thiy gip mot 6ng biu ganh hat cai-
lwrong, ngudi thily thiy don twoi, dat bai ca hay, ma con
Lién lai ¢6 thinh c6 siic thi ai mo, nén cir theo nin-ni voi
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thﬁy hodi, xin thgw theo glup gitim, thily thi lim thay-tuon,
con con Lieén thi dirng rap. Thay nghe loi khuyén du thi

4 ewdi ngit, roi dac con Lién di mlfin;., (vo-cong, khong théem
i  tra 1o ehi hét. Thay o Go-cong choi it ngay roi tinh di ldn
$ lin vé Cin-Buwde mia thim em, nao de¢ ra toi My-loi lai gip
7 _tén Hau r6i xin thém thiing Puoe ma nuoi niva do.

~ Trong 15 nam nay thily it hay vé to quan, la vi vo thiy da

_-eai gia, ‘thiay s¢ vé vo chong gip nhau tuy thiay khong hon

~gian, song vo thiv ciing ngo-ngang. Nay thily dic hai dia
nho vé thi thily ciing tinh vé thim em vai ngay roi di. ché
khong phai tinh vé ma ¢ do.

Thay Dang bude vo cira thi vo chong Phan-hao-Tam mr[rn;_,

ol r i .
ro hét sire, hoi cin nguyén con Lién voi thang Puoge 16
- moi lat dat lam ¢a don com cho thiv din. Phan-hao-Tam la
'ngu‘m can 'kicm. lam ruong khong lom, song nho lam thiy
thudc to didi nén trong nha co du-gia chiat dinh ; vor chong eo
hat dira con, duaa con gai lom da ¢o chong vé tréen: Rach-
§ Pio, con dia con trai nho thi ¢on hoce tai trieong Chasse-

W e b e P g

loup-Lauhat. ¢

s Thiay Pang thiy em trong nha thong ll{d thi mirng; thay
5 . hoi thim moi viée o nha, song ching hé khi nao hoi toi vo.
.~ Luc thiay ngdi in com voi hm dira nho, em gai thiy maoi
_ tho-thé ma 16 rang vo tlm:,r dung thiy Pho-tong xwa nay
g - khong c6 con, ma him ngoai thidy Pho lai ty trin, vy thay
bi sép con ghé riv-ra nén da trar vé nha cii ma o. Thiy Pang
nghe noi toi chuyen vor thi ehiu may coi co sie huon, chang
hi€u i tai thiy nho dén sue biit nghia ca nguoi xwa, hay la
L tai thiy dong long thwrong ban cti, ma thiy khong noi chi hét.

'Ihay:r(l:m-[%m’rt may btra Ih:’i}' dén nha thim ba con
cung heét, nhung ma thay lanh khong chiu di lai giin nha ci
‘cua thawy Thiv vira tinh tir ta em réi dic hai diaa nho ma
; = ] I b ar " M & a LT U &
di, chang dé'thay nhudom binh thinh linh nén thay phai
nin-ng o lai ma [.il['ﬁ;llg binh.

Phan-hio-Tam lo hot thude cho thiy udng, tuy binh thay

. L= . . -

khong thém, nhitng ma cting khong giam c¢hit ndo. Phan-
iy N - a £ " g N ™

hao-Tim coi mach rat ky roi noi thiav dau than, nén cho

thily iin coom lat voi chudi hode voi dwong ma thoi, cho

khong cho an do man, lai khuyén thdy phai nuwong naun ma
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udng thude doi ba thang thi binh méi dit dwge. Thiét thay
ciing chang dau chi cho lim, chi dau lung, nhire tay, moi
can va co khi lai ran cai ngyre ma thoi, song vi boi thay fn
khong dwoe, nén nim méi mily bira ma trong minh thiy
véu lam.

Thang Pwgce voi con Lién & do cr én roi choi, ehé khong

lam vice chi: chiing no budn, con Lién moéi bay ra day
thang Brege ca. Dav dung mot thang thang Buwge da bigt ea
di ban hét. Thiy Dang binh mudi phin da giam dwge nim
phiin réi, mdéi biéu em mua hai cudn vin qudc-ngty, ban
ngay thi day hai dda nho hoe chir con ban dém thi day
chung no hoe don. Con nha giau trong lang thay thiy day
hai dira nidy hoce don, thi thira dip nén ap téi ma xin thay
dav gitm. Thiiv nghi minh ¢on binh chwra di dau duoc ma
o khong cting chiang ich gi, nén thity chiu day ding eho hai
dira nho trong nha hoe theo cho dé.

- Nguoi vo et thiy bo thiv ma 1ay Pho-tong gian 15 ném
nav, nha etra phai gido cho mol dira chau o git giam, lia
rudng nam nao gop xong roi cing phai nhap voi Iia gia
thiiv Pho dé ma xdi chung. Tuyv o trong nha thi t0i to.ra
ngodai dwong thi lang dan, ai ciing thua, ciing da, cung keéu
4 ba Pho, nhung ma ¢6 mot chat do ma phai ra cong xem

xét vice nha cho ngudi la, roi moi nam lai phai giao ¢ho

nguoi tad hon hai ngan gia lta. nira, nghi thiét la mic qua.
Da viay ma lae thay Phé ty trin sip cowr ghe lai noi nhiéu
loi si-nhuce, diea thi noi minh thay thiv Fho gian nén bo

chong ma am xal ding giut cua, dia thi noi vi minh nén

thiy Pho mdi mang binh méa ty trin.

Co trar v& nha et ma o, nghi dén . viée chong thi ho then
traoam bé, mang chi cai thoi ham tirde ham quyvén ma murdi
may nam nay hao lién ton cua khong bigt bao nhicu, lai

% Fow ) " e s . N, . Yy - LR
con phai mang tiéng lon chong, mang déu bae anghia. Cor
dirong buon riu bong nghe chong cii trér vé. tuy ¢o khong
dam d¢ long trong cho con chim ct vao &ii long xwa, nhirng
mi ¢o naim ngoi khong an, coi ra tuong nhw co i]urwhg nho
thfi}* lam vav. |

Bém nao co cting chong dén ngoi ma suy nghi. neu thiy
Dang kéu ctra thi chae la co bo giay chay ra om khoce roéi
nan-ni v-0i cho thiay dung thir cai toi ngay xwa, ma ¢o ngoi
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-do1 hoat khong nghe ai kéu, duy nghe canh tang ga gay
van ran, duy thiy chich bong trong phong hiu quanh.
‘Cach it'ngay ¢o lai nghe thiy nhudm binh, ¢o moi lin dén
may nha & gin Phan-hao-Tam ma choi. Tuy la ¢o gia bo di
choi, song trong long c¢o thi ¢o quy&t hoi thim cai binh
chirng cua thiy niing nhe thé nao, va thay vé co to didu doai
twong dén co chiat nao hay khong. Nguwoi trong xom thuat
¢huyén thay vé ¢o hai dira nho cho eo nghe, lai n6i binh
thiy ning lam ¢6 I& thiay phai & udng thude lau lan maoi
manh duge. ;

Ngay nao ¢o eiing di qua di lai ngang trwedge nha Hao-Tam,

roi ghé mily nha & gin do khi thi hoi mua trirng g, khi thi
muron nguoi dip dit. Mot bira no ¢6 duwong ngdi trang nha
ba Can, bong thily thiing Puoc vai con Lien di lai do choi.
«Co 1ay lam muirng moi hoi thim chuyén thiy, lai thay hai
‘dira nho ngo-nghinh ¢6 dem long thuong nén ¢6 biéu ehiing
m6 di theo ¢6 1én nha ¢6 choi. Thing Puwoce voi con Lién
bwde vo nha thav nha cetra kinh-dinh, gh€ ta hwe-hd thi keé-
né khong dam ngoi. Cé hdi dira & trong nha chay di mua
banh dem vé cho hai dira nho in, roi ¢o moi hoi ring : « Hai
chau kéu ong thiv do bing gidng gi ?»

Hai dia ng6é nhau réi thua riang: « Thuwa, con kéu bing

| ,’lhﬁ}?_. n

Co ewdi réi noi rang: « Hai chau bi#t hon? Qua day la
v cua thiay do da. Thay gian qua réi bo di hon 15 nim nay
khong chiu vé nha. Hai chau muon o day voi qua hay
khong ? Nhu mudn thi biéu thiy vé diy ma &, ding hai
chiu sung swong tam than. O vori qua, qua may ao (0t quin
1ot cho ma ban, » ~

Hai dira ngoi lan thinh khong noi di noi lai ehi hét. Choi
mot hoi réi thwa voi ¢6 ma vé, vi so di choi lau thay ray.
(.6 cho moi dira mot cét bae roi diin mdi bira 1én ¢6 cho din
banh. Hai dira nho ra duong ldy lam die y, noi noi cuoi
cudi, hoi voi nhau tai sao thiay co nha tét, ¢6 vo yéu nhw
vay ma lai khong chiu vé nha lai troi-néi day dom lam chi
«ho ewe than nhoe tri. Tuy c¢é diin, song hai dira nho vé
khéng dam no6i ra, ma hé nim ba bira thi gid bo di choi

roi lén nhi ¢6 ma dn banh.
1
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ki’ ¥ l\{fn no co6 thay co ba Sur la em thm Bang di ngang qua:
nha, co lién méi-vo roi khoe loe ma to long 4n nan 16it
ngay triroe, va xin ¢6 ba Sy lam phwrde néi giim cho thiy
heét gian diing tré vé cho ¢6 nudi dudng cho thong tha tim
than. Co ba Sy thay vay ciing déng long. nén hira dé dn'l
'-_ anh lanh manh roi sé kidm loi ma do v.

Thiy DPang udng thude hon 7 thang moi thiét manh. Con
Lién hoce don tranh don kiém da lao thong ; con thiing BPuoc
b thi don kiém voi don ¢o cay ndo cﬁug don g‘ﬁn da ban.
a8 Hai dira lai biét doc biét vidt chir qum*~ngu* roi hét. An Tﬁt
E xong roi thiv mai edt don goi sach sira soan mudn diic hai
423 dl.]‘d nho ma di. T6i bira @y thiy dwrong nam noéi chuyén
W, voi em ré, thi em gai thiy trong buong bude ra ngéi bo van:
| hén kia tém triu &n réi hoi thiay ring:

Ty
.w.‘l.--\....

Anh hai, anh tinh di ddu ntra hay sao ma ngay nay
anh thau x&p do6 dat do vay? 2
(", qua tinh sing mai qua di Bén-tre, Mo-cay choi.

I | ~ — Y anh mudn em khong dam cai, ché ihlel em thily aniy
dl em buon qua.

— Vay cho thuo nay do sao? .

— Thud nay anh manh gioi chang noi lam chi. Nay anh
i da hon 50 tudi roi, anh da gia yéu ma trong minh lai cé
[[ -_ : binh nira. Anh di xa nhu anh manh gi6i ching néi gi, con -
| khi wong y&u thi ¢o ai dau ma nho cay.

— Chi qua mudn thong tha, & mot cho tu ting qua chiu
khong duge. Ma em bi¢u qua dirng ¢o di thi tién dau eo
I3 cho qua xai, com dau ¢6 e¢ho qua in. -

Hao-Tam nghe noi 101 d6 lién ngoi day ma tra 1oi ring:

,_ - Anh in xai bao nhiéu dé6 ma anh lo dir viv. Anh o
o K nlm day vo ¢hong toi nudi cho.
| - — Dwong ¢6 bung tot thi t6i cam on lam. Snng toi biet
duong du in chd khong phai giau co chi. Miy thiang nay
toi vé day lam ton com nwde ma lai con ton thude men
cua dwong nira, toi nghi thi téi &i ngai vo cun. Toi chwa
A dén on cho duwong duwge, nay lanh manh réi 1€ nao toi con.
A | theo ma lam nhoc ¢ho vo chong duwong nira hay sao. '

— Anh em ma dén on bao nghia noi gi.

'




Ba Sur xen vo ma hoi ring:

E-I'
]

— Ma bay gio anh tinh di lam viéc gi & dau anh néi
- nghe thir col.

—_ Bl ra truede day don kigm tién xai, sau choi luon the.
e v — [){;.1}' don vay cho ¢ nha day lai day khong duoce hay
3 sa0? Con nha giau ho hoc hig¢m do, anh day ho ma in tién,
¢

J-lt-l-u

cin g phai di dau cho mét.

— O nha budn lim, day giong gt duoc.
b, | .~ Cin-Pude la chd nhau rin ctia minh, vé day sao anh
-4 lai buoén? Hay la vé & day anh nho chuyén cii, anh xét
y phan anh bay gio ngheu hén, con phin chl lhtl thi giau co,
i nén anh ho thim, réi anh budn phii khong
R — Qua ¢6 ho then vi¢e chi dau, qua dic v 1Am cho! Cai
ngheo cua qua day giﬂ tai cta ho do ddau ban cho hét di
nua mua cupg lenﬂ noi dau; em dirng co twdng qua thiy
.[" ' Lo giau con qua nghen ma ho then.
| — Hir! anh khinh khi nguwoi ta qual... Poi nidy co cai
: chi qui hon dong tién. Phai héi triede anh chiu nhin nhue
H ma lam viée quan, thi ngay nay co lé mh di lam téi Poe-
I B 2 Phi roi. Ma néu anh khong chiu lam vi¢e quan, thi anh
| nwong theo chi ¢6 1€ tron doi anh ciing khoi cue kho. Em
-l ‘nght thi¢t em ti€e qua.

— Phan em la don-ba, em dau hiéu tam chi eta qua ma
em noi.

- Em eiing bi€t lam dan-ong ¢ khong ma an chue cua
vo: thiét eiing khong tot gi do. Ma héi con trai trang anh du
tai dua tri, du tay da chon, anh khong thém hwong nho cua
ve, théi em cling cho la phai dic Nay anh da gia y€u roi
ntu anh cwr cirng ¢oi hoai thi.....

—

S -

v

% — Em dirng c6 noi quay nhw vay! Con ngudi lue con
§ - tré thi hay lam bay, d&n chirng gia réi moi swa tanh lai.
w Phan anh day, héi nho anh da lam phai, bay gio gia roiem
lai biéu anh phai sira lai ma lam quiy hay sao?

Thay Dang noi toi do 16m com ngoi day ma ngo ngay ba
Sw. Hao-Tam ciing ngoi day viin thude ma hat, con thang
| Duge véi con Lién thi dirng dua ta thude long tai ma nghe.
: Thiy Dang tin hin roi noi tidp :

— The khi em mudn qua tro lai vo cii qua hay sao cho.
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Ba Sy ngo6i lin thinh khong tra loi. Thing Buge miy
thang nay dn banh lﬁnll ﬁ'ﬂn ctia ¢O Pho di nhiéu. ¢o long
uwdce ao cho thiy chiu trd vé & voi co ding in mic cho sung
swrong, nén nghe thiy hoi nhw vay thi trong la:.u:wr hoi hop
trong coi thiy tinh I nao. Cach méal hoi ba Su s sl ring:

— Néu anh chiu tré vé & vii chi thi tién lim. Em biét
chéic hé anh vé thi chi mirng liam. Chi thdy anh bay gior
gia y&u nghé¢o nan mi lyi hay dau 6m thi chi thurong. nén
may thiang nay chi cdy nguroi n.iy “ngwoi kia noi giom ma
klmng ai dam noi. Ll"l nghl n¢u anh trd vé & voi chi ﬁﬁ-
xong, boi vi.... ,

— Ninh ! Em dirng noi bay. Em bung chén nuée em dd
roi em hot lai cho day chén dum:: hay khong ?

— O doi ¢6 ciin gi. O doi niy mién la ¢o tién bac nhiéu
thi thoi.

— Hir ! khéo bay chuyén lam cho t6i mang nhue !

Hao-Tam thily anh vo eo sfc gian lién xen vo mi noi
ring :

—~ Yotoi no tinh quﬁv mé ciing ¢6 ¢ho phai do anh hai. :"mll
xét lai do ma coi, n®u anh v¢é & voi chi, thi nam khong
cting ¢ cua cho ma in ; thin anh da sung suwong ma anh em
lai gidn-gtii voi nhau dwge nira.

— Té ra dwong cling vay nira sao ?

Thiy Dang tra 101 co mily titng roi niam day mit vo vach
ma ngi, khong thém noi chi ntra hét. Thing Duge vai con
Lién khong hiéu vi ¢ niao ma nha 16t vo dep ma thiy
khong thém, nén ng6 nhau roi ciing die nhau ma di ngu.

Rang ngay ¢o lai buon lta & 18i xém don ghe ban di Bén-
tre mua laa diing chd vé-Cho-lom ma ban. Thiy BDang thira
dip iy maéi xin qua giang ma di Bén-tre, Khi thiy om don
diac hai dira nho ra khoi nha, thiy lién noi voi ching né
riing : « Tao khong deé siip do 1a A6 titu-nhon. Tao noi thiét,
dén chét tao ciing khong bude chon vé do nita. Ma ngiy
nao tao co ch@t bay ciing dirng cho ching né hay lam gi ».
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Pém rim thang giéng, bong triing 16 ¢hoi troi Nam vian-
viit, dong nwoe xanh triing song Truwde minh-mong. Tie vam
Ky-hon xudng téi mom Tam-lach, troi troi mrde nude é-hé,
tring doi, gio dua, miit nuwde ]ﬂn-'-.an ma lai ran-ngdi coi

ST -'

- "
. iy
x ‘!‘1 el
s e &
&
L] b




== g T T e e R s o e o et i S
., ] A s - 1 ¥ g ; 5
. ._' X 'I. 1: siliel " A - aalk 1_. h "' 'I"I
2= i e o il b & . 8 ¥

: '.|"'.
i

I
i
-

AL D

tnhw thé vang troi bae chay. Cach mot khodn xa xa mai ¢o
'mot chide thuyén budém trirong, chéo x@p, tha gitra dong dé
«cho nuwée xuoi gio thuan dwa di. Hai bén song cay ¢6 im
dim, mot gidy lau moi nghe tiéng tréng trd canh viing-van.

Chi€e ghe cua thiy Pang ra khoi vam Ky-Ion roi thi ban
lai déu ngt hét, duy con o mot chi da-cong ngoi phia saus
tay nam léo, tay cap banh, nhim giot nwrdre ma tha linh
~dinh ; dém khuya khodn vig gio mat triing trong, anh ta
hirng canh dong tinh nén cdlt tidng ma noi tho Lyce-vin-
“Tién nghe inh 6i. Thiy Dang nim trong mui Lin-1¢ duong
suy di x¢t lai nhirng th€ tue nhon tinh, bong nghe tiéng da-
~cong noi tho, thay ngua nghé, lién 16m-com ngoi day lay
cay don ¢o ma don theo ding giai con buon chat dinh.
+Chi lai voi hai diva nho dwrong ngt nghe 1idng dom ciing
“dye minh thire day, réi ngéi nghe choi vui veé vo elng.
+Cha lai mudn dé cho ban nghi ngoi cho yén, nén khong
‘kéu, chia méi bon than dot dén nhuam lira roi ndu nuoe tra
-cho thiy udng. y

Pa-cong noéi tho mot hoi réi nghi. Thiy Dang uong nuae
roi moi bi¢u thiing Puge 14y don kim ma hoa voi thiy,
~con con Lién thi ea theo. Chu lai tuy la nguwoi lam Iu lam
an, xtra nay o nha lam rudng thi mang so ma tiem-laa haps-
ngoi ghe di buon thi mang lo ban dat mua may, cho chu
‘bict tha vi phoug liru la thé nao, nhung ma chi ngéi nghe
‘dom ca mot hoi réi tim thin bé-nghé, may mit ngio-ngo
néu e dy ai eie ¢ hoi cha vay chd dom ca nhur vay ma
‘hay dé thé nao, thi chiie chi néi nghe thi la hay, ma sao
Arong long ngdn ngai bung-khuin, duinmg nhue thuong ai
nhd ai, kho ma noi ro ra cho duoec.

Con Lién ca mét thi lay don tranh ma don, nhuwong lai
¢ho thing Buge ca du bai ban hét. Cha lai lay lam déace v,
ma cha da-cong cling rit vui long. Thiy Pang hoi diu hom
nam lin 1& nghi d€n viée doi thi buén thim, ma chirng thiy
~dom cho hai dira nhoé ca mot hoi r6i thiy quén hét nhirng
«chuyén xwa, sic miit han hoan, tdm long nhan lac,

- Ghe xudng toi Bén-tre, thiv Pang ta on chua lai réi om
~ddm diac hai diva nhé lén bo tim nha ong Phan Cim I
ban hoe thud nhé ma thim. Ong Phan Cim thiv thiy tni
»mirng ro’ vo elng.
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- Thiv dom nha ong Phan thiay chung don hwe-hd, toi t&
rin-rin, vor con loa-let, thily nghi dén cach lap nghiép cia
ngroi ginp viée quan thi thiay ¢6 y cwoi thim. Nhung ma

anh em héi nho hoe mot triwomg, yéu mén nhau ma da lau
roi khong co dip gip nhau, nén thiy khong n& chi€t bang
nhau, thiv ma&i hoi thim gia dao coi 6ng Phan lam én loi.
hai thé nao cho bigt. Ong Phan nghe hoi dén viée nha nén.
dic v ben noi thiét riing tir khi ong doi lai B€n-tre dén nay

ke da hon mudi nam roi, luce Ban diiu thi¢t ong chiing duwoc -
kha cho lim, song miy niim sau day dan s quen bi€t ong,
nhiéu, roi thi bac tién vé6 nhu nwée, ngdy nao ong ciing
kiem chace dwoe nam mwoi dong, ma neéu gap may va lon thi

ong lai ¢6 toi nitm ba chue. Ong Phén t6 viée minh roi méi-
hoi thim thiy Dang. Thay thiy ong Phan lay tinh thiét ma
dai minh lai ¢6 ¥ mudn t6é cai long nham chan thé-tue cua

minh cho 6ng Phan bi&t, nén ciing khong giflu giem, bén:
thuat het cae viée cua minh cho ong Phan nghe. <)

Ong Phan nghe thiy Pang noi hét diu duodi rdi, trong
bung ¢6 hoi ché thim rang thiy khong bi€t thira thé, nhwng
vi anh em thwong nhau, nay minh dwge kha eon anh em.
minh nghe¢o, n€n khong giap nhau thi so miéng thién-ha
ho cwoi minh bat nghia, boi vay cho nén 6ng Phan méor
am thav & lai do, truede 1a anh em sum hiép voi nhau cho
vui, sau nira ong ki€ém ngudi hoe don cho thiay day, khoi
di dau cue kho.

(:0 Phan Ia mot nguoi dan-ba hay chiu theo ¥ chong, ma
¢ lai ¢o tanh ham nghe don nghe ca, ¢6 ban hal cai-lwong
nao lai hat tai B&n-tre, hé hat may dém thi ¢o di coi du.
mav dém, diu ca hay ca do, ddu tuon trung lop luan-thwong,
thuin mv, hay la dién héi phong-tuce suy doi, ¢6 ciing chiing .
ciin mién la nghe tidng dom dong ca thi ¢6 vui ching ké
chi lop lan tudn tap. Co nghe ong Phan noi thiy Dang don
v niao cing twoi, con hai dira nho dira ndo ca eling gioi
thi ¢o6 ¢6 v mirng thiim, chirng nghe noi thiy Bang chiu ¢
mia day don thi co 1ay lam dice y lam. Co s¢ thay Dang ngai
ngin khong ¢ lau, nén ong Phan di hiu thi ¢6 & nha bai
buoi tiep dai thav ridt an edn.

Chiéu thir bay ong Phan don tiée moi mily ong miy thay
trong tinh dén din udng choi, roi thiy Pang voi hai dira nho-
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dom ea, thi khach ngo6i nghe ching ai ma chang khen ngoi.
" Bira sau ¢6 niim sau thay dén xin hoc don, lan lin réi con
nha gidu rai rat ciing dén xin hoc. Thay Bang ban démn th
day dom, con ban ngay hé ong Phan di hau roi thi ¢ nha
thiiv day con Lién voi thiing Buoc hoce chir, ki day ciach
cwr xir voi nguwoi doi, nhiet la thay khuyén hai tré o doi phai
gitr gin danh-du cho ven toan, tha ldm nguwoi nghéo hen ma
pham-gia dwge cao, ché dirng co lam nguoi gian sang ma
chiu ching vay bira khinh bi.

Thiy Bang ¢ tai nha ong Phan Cim trot ba nim, vo chong
~ong Phan eting vui v& luon luon . nhw ngiay mai dén. Thing

Bwoe tuy @éin no mic am, lai may thdy thav no bat thi¢p

thwrong hay cho n6 tién ma xai choi, nhung ma co dém no
nam nho dén ba Thoi thi no chira chan giol luy. Ong Phan
¢O6 mot dira con trai con hoce ngoai Hi-noi, nén trong nha
chiing ¢6 tré nho ding bau-ban cho vui, ting thé no phai
choi vai eon Lién, tuy' con gai choi khong drge vui, song
gin giui nhau nhiéu ngay roi lin lin vén mén nhau ciing
nhu anh em rudt.

Bira no ong Phan xin phé[l nghi 10 ngay ding vé Bién-hoa
ma thim cd hwrong. Co Phan & nha voi tlhw Bung., au chuyen
van, each dirng ngoi coi ¢o v la-loi, tlmv ay lam bat binh
heén gia chuoe di Mo-cay thiim ba con, lh.:w dé hai dia nho &

lgi. con thiy xach huu Iy umng i di mit. Ong Phan di

Bién-hoa vé hai ba ngiw roi thay mai tro veé. Thmr o do
duge nira thang nira r6i thiv moi noi vai ong Phan dé cho
thiy qua Tra-vinh choi it bira. Ong Phan twdng thiy di i
bita r6i tré lai nén khong cdim cong lam gi. Thiv Bung di
tir gia may nguoi hoe don thi ho tién hanh mdi nguwoi doi
ba chuyc dong, trong tai thiy cong ciing dwge hon mot
trim ruoi.

Thay Hfmg so' vor chong ong Phan nghi thiy di luon khong
trév lai, roi cim thay thi kho cho thiy thoa! than, bai vay
thiy dem theo ¢6 vai cai do, vai cai qutm véri ba cay dom
mit thoi, con bao nhiéu thiy go6i ma goi lai hét, Tlm} tir ta
Vo chong ong Phan réi dic hai dira nhé xudng tau di Tra-
vinh, nllu'ng ngurdi hoe don voi nguwdri quen hwt theo dua
thiy chat nire. -

Khi thu me day lui ra khoi bén réi thi théyv ngoi chong
tay ngo vo mé song ma suy nghi viee doi. Cach mot hoi

e ———
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“ thiing erc voi con Lien xfin biin lai ngoi mot bén 1ha},
thiy bén day lai ma noi voi tfmng Duge ring: « "IE{* con,
xira nay thléﬂ-ha ho thwdng khinh bi nfﬁ‘i. thiy dom, h@ kéu
thily dém 12 bom bai. Thiiy khong hidu vi cé nao ma thiy
dom lai chiu ti¢ng nho nhw vay. “'-Iu‘} thily mai hidu ntu thay

- dom ma khong hict gitr danh gia dc ching khoi man;, nho

~do con »,

Thiing Pugce nghe noi Khong hi¢u v thiy ben hm rﬁng

-« Thua thdy, tai sno ma thiay noi vay ? »

Thiy BPang viin thude hit réi noi tiép ring : « Pham &&u-r"
b con gai phiin nhiéu déu ua nghe don. Ma tiéng don clia
Annam thi la déo-diic ri-ra. nghe ra bt tlu.mrug,, hit nhé’.,
bat cam, bat dong tinh, b&i vay cho nén n;,t’m dom tuoi
chu:'l]g mm thi cang lam cho thln-l]u con gai d¢ mé lﬂlﬁ'ng 4
nily. N&u'lam thay don ma khong chanh tam, khong trong
nghia, thi thitu chi dip-lam cho bon guin-xoa mit fiét
mét trinh. Ma xua nay bon thiay don c¢6 bao nhiéu ngm?ri ”
dwgc Lh"mh tam, bi€t trong nghia ? boi viay cho nén . mang |
tlitng hu‘m hai ciing phai {'hir nio khong. Thay coi con con
nho ma llgun don da urm roi, chiic chirng con khén lom
cay c¢o voi cav Kim cua con Lhﬁng air‘an- dlrﬂ'c Vﬂy eun
phat nho loi ihd} din, néu ngay sau con ¢6 nghé nghiép nio
khac thi con dirng c6 day dom; vi bang con Lhﬁng co ngh%

= ~con phai ra lam thiy dom thi con phai rang ma chanh tim
irong nghia cho lim moi duoe? )

Thing Buoce ngo con Lién ma cudi ;hum chim rm day
lai hoi thiy Dang :

— Minh di Tra-vinh day roi L‘hll‘l‘l{.. nao trér vé nha ong
Phan vay thay ?

— Bi luon ché khong tré veé nira.
- Sao vay thay ?
- N€u tro vé do s¢ ¢6 ngay tao phai mang nhuc. |
— N€u vay sach vii 40 gquin thiay con dé lai d6 thiy bo
hét sao ? - _ et
— Dé kigm cho dvén réi tao s& viet tho mugn ong Phan
gl qua.

--r-._-- : -||-

" [ ]
- -

PEn hai gio chiéu tau siip-1é nghe inh 6i. Trén ciu tau
Tra-vinh thién-ha lao xao, ké chue rirde ba con, ngudi hoi
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thain bau ban. Phia trong xe-kéo dau sap hang ngay bot,

bon xa-phu-chay lin xin moi khach lén xe. Cha bép ding

gitra ciu tay cdm roi may, miéng hoi giay thue¢ than, vinh
miit chau may, coi oai nghi Lim liét. |

Thay Bang xiach hoa-ly bude lén cdu, ngoac mol tén xa-
phu lai ma trao cho no, bicu xach dem dé (rén xe, réi thay

VoI xuong thu ma lidy may tai'don va vinh cho hai dira nho

leo Ién. Thay bich khan den miic o dai hwge-bugce, ma lai
gt‘ip dip 1on xon, nén rui sat rot hél mot chi¢e giay ham-tceh

xuong duoi kinh. Lac thiy duong lyi-dui do chi beép ding

gitin cdu hu kéu : « ! ong gia kia, trinh gidy thu¢ than ra

coi nao !'» Thiy nghe, nhung ma mac 1on xon voi chide

giav nén khong tra loi. Chirmmg hai dia nho lén xong 1oi,
thity rat chie giav con lai do trao cho con Lién ¢im, roi die
nhau di lai xe. Lace di ngang qua cha bép thi thay chi dwong
x¢l giay thu€ than mot ngudi Khach-tra thiv maoi di luon,
Cha bép dom thiy ben kéu trér lai ma hoi ring @ « Sao
khong trinh giay thut than, tron di daw do ? » Thiy nghe
dong vo 1€ thi gian Lim, nhung vi thay biét luat-phép, thiy
sor trai phép nude, nén khong dam doi co. Thiy mao bop
liy gidy thut than duwa cho cha bép xem; chi btp tron mit
ngd thiy luom-lwdm, con thiv thi lide ngo ngang, bo khinl;
bi Kim. Cha b&p md& ra coi 1oi tri gidv lai cho thiv, mé
Ié:hua'il tav bidu di, bo tich thiét 1 xie xwoc. VS

llhn dwong gian trong long, ma chirng di lai gin toi xe.
thiv Lll nghe 1itng la hét om-som. Thiv day lai thr thay chu
bep lai cdm roi ma danh bo trén diu mot ngrod brai chirng
25. 26 tuoi, mae quian vai den c¢ii, a0 vii tring cue, coi bo
thi biet la mot nong-phu qué-mia dot nat & (rong lang.
Thiiy thay vay lay lam bt binh, din long khong duoe, bén
bo mdy tui don chay lai gigl roi md nal rang: « Mily ngan
qui! Miy co phép nto ma duoe dinh nguai ta? Nhur nguroi ta
co toi thi bal gidi nguwai ta dtn Toa-bd hode Toa-ian cho quan
phan xtr, cho sao miy dwoe doc roi trén diu nguedi ta vay 2 »

Cha bep da ghétsan thay Dang roi, chirng thiy thiy la nguoi
vo cang ma nhay ra binh vye nhe vay thi cang gian hon
nira, nén bhogtén dan (qué-mua M day lu thop ngue nam-ao
thiy ma kéo di. Thily ving vay leuﬂ chiu di, lai la om-
som bicu chi bp phéii buéng ra. Chi ]u-p khong thém nghe,
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ngoé chirng vé bot, khong biét viée lanh dir thé nao, nén
trong long lay lam lo so, cir nhin nhau hoai cho khong dam i
ho ]]t‘ Cach mot hoi hong nghe ti€éng ong Co la hét om-som,
roi ciing nghe titng thiy BPang tra loi, song noi tlﬁn;, Tay
nén hai dira nho khﬂnﬁ hicu. Tén xa- phu ngoi van thude
ma. hat, lai lim bim noi rfing. « Ong Co nily oai ldm, 16i-
thoi day do khoi bi ong.»” Hai dira nho ugahe noi nhw Tﬂj'
lm cang sg hon nika.

" Cach mot hoi nghe irnng bét vin teo, ma kllﬁug thﬁy |
thiy ra™ Hai dira nho dwong ngoi tréng, bong ¢6 mot'tén
linh trong bot di ra thily xe-kéo voi hai dira nho thi hoi
rang: « Lam gidng gi ma ¢ day?» Hai dira nho dirng day.
Tén xa-phu tra loi ring: « Hai dira em no di voi ong gia bi

- chu th bit hoi ndy, nén ngoi day ma cho dng. » Tén linh
noi ring: « Vay hay sao? ﬂng Co da day giam ong gia do
ding sang mai s€ giai 1én Toa, chd giong gi duegoe ma cho. i
Di di cho mau, & diay ong Co 6ng ra 6ng thily ong riy da.»

Hai dira nho nghe noi thi chét dién trong long, nén bat
ring-ring nuwde mil. Tén xa-phu bén noi riang: « Hai dira
bay tinh sao bay gio? Bay coé tién hay khong ? Thoi, tra
licn xe cho tao di, chd biy neo xe tao hoai hay sao ? » Th’in},
Puge Fiy lam bai rdi khong bict liéu theé nao. Lue ¢ Bén-
tre miy thdy hoc don cho né tién, no in Lﬁuug het, e
ay trong lung né con duoge tam ciat bac, nén no tra tién xe
thi duge réi, ma tra tién xe roi biét di dau, dé6 dal dem

E
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k' «CU Vige kéo xén lhay di. T hing Puge thily viée ching lanh |

E R - thi bdi rdi trong long, con con Lién thi cdp mit wot-ruot. | ;

| ?r Nhirng nguwoi co miét tai do déun dirng ngo tran tran, k_hﬁng | 3

g T'.'.. ~al noi tiéng chi hét. = .

E Thay Pang vang viy khong dwge, hing thé phai dl theo

%-* ~chu h%p. Thiy va di va day miit lai kéu thing BDuge ma noi

k. ¢ riing : « Puoc, con dé hét db lén xe kéo réi diac em di theo

s ~day. » Thiing Puge 1y tai don n xe voi eai hoa-ly raii 3
- 14 Thang b liy tai don dé 1é o1 cdi hoa-l B. B
b B bitu xe kéo di. | R ol ' -‘.
Chu bEp buong 4o ma nam tay thiy Dang die di truede, | ol '5 |
e k¢ do thi thing Bugc nim tay con Lién mi di théo: sau Nl

4 nira thi cai xe-kéo cho do. Di dén ctra bot, chu hﬁp die A
thang thiy vao bot, con con Lién thing Pugc voi cai xe- =
E kéo thi & ngodi dwong. Hai dira nhé ngéi dya 1é dudmg ma e
s;
i?
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~ché ndo ma dé. No dwong lo tinh trong long, tén xa-phu
‘1ai héi riing: « O’ day bay ¢6 ba con quen bi¢t véi ai khong ?
Nhir c¢6 thi dé tao chd giim dé lai do réi sé tra tién luon
thé. » Thiing Puoc ngé con Lién roi dap riing: « Hai qua,
o day toi khong co quen voi ai hét. »
Tén xa-phu chau may ma hoi:

— Néu khong co guen, biy gior ong gia bi bat roi bay
Jdam sao?

— Bé toi kigm nha & dau ding cho thily toi cho bidt lam
‘sao bay gio. :

— Hie! Néu khong co quen viy ché lai day lam gi ? Thoi,
‘béy tra tién xe phire cho tao di cho xong.

Thiing Puoc tho tay vao tii ldy ra mot ciit bac ma dua
‘cho tén xa-phu. Tén xa-phu viin-vin noi riing : « Hay! dwoc
-dot ddu na, duwéi cdu tau kéo lén toi day, roi cho héi nay
Jgior giin mot g dong ho, tra mot cit sao duwoe?» Thiing
‘Buoc thiy vay bén ldy ra thém mot ciit nira roi dua ma
noi rang: « Toi nghiép, xin cha thwong gitm. Hai dira toi
‘¢o tién bac gi dau. May 6i ¢o vai ba ciit dé in com do.
Xin chu chiu phién lay hai cit day. »

Tén xa-phu ldy hai ciit bac r6i moi xach hoa-ly vaoi ba
i dom ma dua cho hai dira nhé. N6 vira kéo xe di, thiing
‘Buroe kéu ma hoi ring: « Niy chua, khong biét dwong lai
«¢chg di nga nao dau chi ha?» Tén xa-phu bic¢u di thing
truedec mit doé lén dén nga tu thi queo qua tay trai roi di
rict xudu g thi sé dung cho.

Thang Pwoc tay miit xich cai hoa-ly tay trai xach cai tui
don kim, con con Lién tay thi 6m don tranh, tay thi xach
-don c¢0, hai dia dic nhau di theo dwong tén xa-phu maoi
chi d6. Hai dira di mot khic thi dé xudng ma nghi tay. Con
Lién moi hoi thiing Puoc riing :

— Thdy bi giam nhw vay ma khong bi€t c¢é hai chi hay
khoéng anh ?

— Khong sao dau. Thay biét noi tidng Tay gioi, dén Toa
‘thady noéi chiic 6ng Toa tha lién ché gi; khong bidt chirng
thidy lam chu b&€p d6 bi phat nita ché. Ngang qua ma ! moi
ldam b€p ma mudn danh ai thi danh.

— Toi s¢ qua anh a.
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Hoi toi thay chi b€p ném do thiy toi so run do anb..

th khong so chut ndao hét. Qua mudn nhiay vé binhs
thily, song qua s¢ thay riv nén qua khong dam. |

B;n ;.,u:r minh xudng I.‘hQ' lam gi? Neu minh di dﬁ}r
tlhn ra r6i thily bi€t minh & daw ma thiy kie¢m. Téi trong.
& 18i truroe bot dé ma chir thi dy thi tot hon.

Khong durge dau. Nguwoi ta noi*ong Co da giam thiy
ditng sang mai giai dén Toa, thiy ra sao dwgce ma cho. Bay
gio'minh xuong chy kim quan mua com én, réi kidm ché goi
d6 chd xach ton-1én nhw vay: bat tién lam. Chirng gii dos
xong roi minh s€ tro 1én do ma chd thay.

Tién dau ma an com.,

Qua con duge 6 cal.

N ay sa0 7 Ne¢, ma thily & trong bot chiéu nay com dau
thiy an?

Qua ¢6 tinh roi. Bé xudng chg qua mua banh mi roi
dem cho thaiy an. |

Hai dda ban tinh voi nhau roi moi xach do di niva, di.
xuong vira toi cho thi nghe dong ho trong tiém rugu da g0
bon gio. Hai dia tim vio mot cai quin nho, mua l‘l‘lf}t dia
thil xa-xidu sau su vai bén su com ma an. An ufm;., '\Lung.
roi moi xach do di kitm -mua mot 6 banh mi 3 su, vioi mot
ap lap-xwong, muron nwdng cho chin, réi xin giay nhut--
trinh goi chung vo mot goi. Hai dira xach d6 di qua di Iai
trueoe cho ba bon Lin, dom coi thién ha déu la hét, khong
ai doai hoai dén minh, nén tinh xin {_,m du o dau, ma khong
bict ai rong long ma dam hoi.

Bi nghcéu-nghén dén nam gio, thinh linh may gap mot
ngrdd din-ba chirng 15 tudi dn milec tim thwdng, diu doi
khin vin, chon khong ¢o giay gude chi het. hglr{n av ngo-
con Lien mot hoi roi hoi rang: « Hai diva bay o dau ma
nay gior tao thily xach do di nghéu-ngh@n hoai vay? » Thiing .
Buoe nghe hoi thi trong long ching xiét ndi mirng, nén lat
dal thwa ring: « Thua thiém, hai anh em toi ¢ bén Bén-
Tre di voi thily toi, vita dén day hoi x€ rai gip mut chu
bép muon kiém chuyén hai thdy toi nén biat dem vé bot
roi ong Co giam thay toi. Tir hoi x@ dén bay gid hai anh em:
t6i bo vor khong bigt chd ndo ma nwwong ngu ».
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¥ Ngwdi dan-bh @y nghe noi nhw vay lién dap rang: « Té PRl
|  bay di voi ong gia giav voi chia b€p ngoai ciu tau do sao? 8

‘T'ao ¢6 nghe miy dira xe kéo 16 no6i chuyén voi nhau hoi g

g nay. Ma bay o bén Bén-Tre qua diay lam gi, coé ba con voi

ai hay khiong ?7» &

- Thang Buoe dé hoa-ly xudng dal roi thua riang: « Thua,

| ! khong bi¢t thiay toi co quen voi ai hay khong, chd hai anh

em 161 thiét khong c6 quen voi gi bén niy hét. »

H' * — Ua! n€u bay khong quen, bay gior thily bay bi giam, o

bay lam sao? |

~' Thua, téi muodn kitm nha goi do va xin ngu nho it

: biva, ché thily 10i ra r6i s¢ hay chd biét lam sao.

b Vi ngudoi dan-ba dy gpa chong c6 mot dira con gai lrae
b -chirng biing con Lién, ma eling trang tréo ngd nghin nhu
¥ay, nim ngoai rui dira con gai dau roi ch@t di, nén lir ay
dén nay riu buon thwong nhé hoai. Nay gip con Lién
bong nhé dé€n con, nén dirng nhin n6 mot hai rai noi ring :
« N¢u hat dira bay khong co quen voi ai, thoi thi vo nha
tao ma 0. »

" g v b

Thing Bwge voi con Lién bén xach dé di theo nguoi din-
ba dy. Ra khoi chg, queo qua tay miit di mot khiic xa xa,
toi mot day pho ngoi eii, ngwdi din-ba dv ghé vo mot ciin
pho, liy chia khoa trong tai ra md cira, réi bidn hai dira
nho vao. Thang DPuge dom coi trong nha thi thily van giwong
xich xat lem ludt, chang co val chi qui ma trong nha lai
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¢o trir xoii; thom, lop sip trén van, 1op do dudi dat. Naroi r"r
dan-ba ay thay thing Puge ngo trirde xem sau thi cwrdi ma *
o1 rang : « Tao & co mot minh, khong ¢o ai hét. Tao han r
hing bdng ngoai che, hé di ban thi tao khoa cira goi cho | |
16i xom ho coi chirng nha giim,” Thoi bay ngoi do choi, dé ¢
tao di niiu com in. » .'k

Thang Drge néi rang no voi con Lién di an com 16i: no I
moOi goi do va dé con Lién ¢ nha, réi no cim goi banh mi +-

lap-xwong dem xudng bot diing cho thily no in. No di toi
ctra bot, mudn vo ma khong dam, nén ngoi trude duong
cir chong mat ma ngoé vo hoai. Pén chan van 161 cd mot
nguoi dan-ba & trong boét dic con di ra, no6 licu chic la vo
con linh trong bot nén chay lai nin ni muwon dem banh




= . - o = —— E_ = - = e ='_'-' 3 .l
R R RO FA P A B 4;5@,;; AFEIE rye
: 3 . - = h |T-2"jb—_1"‘i.'-_ﬂ "‘I d
. "

— M —

. |
gium vo dua cho thiy no an. Nguoi dan-ba ay thay thang
nho ma iin noi dé thwong, nén xiéu long moi ldy goi banh
«dem vo trong bot.

Thiang Puoe tré vé trong bung mirng thiim chiie dém nay
thay khoi doi. Né mirng roi lai nghi ring khong biét nguoi
ay lanh goi banh roi ma ¢o dem dua toi tay thay hay khong,
hay la dem vo réi dua cho thing con an, thi minh mat tién
ma khong ich chi cho thiv hét. Nghi nhwr vay roi no vang
tire cwoi va no noi thim ring: « O doi minh chua chie

nguoi ta laim quily mi minh nghi cho nguwdi ta nhu vay thi
It minh qudv trudre !y

No6 tror vé dén nha thi chi nha thrtrng an com. No thudt
chuyén goi banh cho con Lién nghe r6i con no et theo hoi
no vay cho thiy bi giam ma ¢6 hai chi hay khong. No nai
khong hai, ma con no ciing etr theo hoi hoai. Chua nha éin
com roi moi dong cta tic dén ma ngu. Dém ay hai dua
no thao-thire hoai nga khong dwoe bao nhiéu. Tréi hirng
sang chu nha thie day mo ctra roi sira soan ganh xoai
voi thom ra chg ma ban. Hai dira nho cling thire day ripa
miit r6i dac nhau di lai truoce eira bot ngéi ma eho, coi nhr

ong Co c¢o6 giai thiy Bang qua Toa thi di theo ma hoi thiam.

Hai dira ngoi cho dén 9 giov maoi thily ong Co trong bot
di ra, k€ do thi thiy Dang, réi sau rot thi cha b&p hom qua
d6, ma chn lai 6m mot cudn so, chd khong cO cim roi miy
nira. Con Lién thiy thiy thi nwée mat tuon dam-dé. Thay
Pang thiy hai dira nho lién hoi rang: « Tir hom qua dén
nay bay o dau?» Thang Dwge thua rang : « Thuwa, con kiém
nha ho con goi do va & dau. Khong sao dau, thay dirng lo.»

Ong Co nghe noi chuyén bén day lai rdy om-som, thiy
Pang ciing tra 1o voi ong, song hai ngudi noi titng Tay
nén hai dira nho khong hiéu noi chuyén gi. Thing Duge
nim tay con Lién dic di theo, coi ong Co dem thiy di dau
cho bi€t va c6 ¥ mudn hoi coi héi hém thiy co tidp duoce
g6i banh mi hay khong, nao deé hé di lai gan thi cha bép
riay-ra, biéu phai di dan ra hoai nén hoi chuyén chi ciing
khong duoe.

Qua 101 Toa, quan Bi¢n-ly hua ra khach. Ong Co dé lh..n*

Dang voi chu b€p & ngoai, con ong vao trong ban quan
5 g @ aear Y ; " b
Luc-sir ma noi chuyén. Thang Pugc thiy vy moi dac con

W CAC e

Wl el

5
.
>
q
il
:

h'
d

T

E—



W

’

|
£

il ST SR i '!n.,-.n-r-u.-

-~

B s

T

L 0 P il T —
& i ?!l - 5_-‘7‘#’"-"I 5 I_—"'-r.—l'-'—"l' I —— T =T = -

o ——

-

o1 —

#

Lién men-men di lai gin. Thday Pang ¢6 siac buon. Thiy kéu
thiing Puge ma noi riing: « Ong Co 6ng buoc toi tao danh
dinh, ma khoéng hai gi, dén Toa ai phai quily s¢ biét. Tao
tbudén c6 mot déu la tao bi bat bude day tao bo hai dira bay
bo vo to1 nghi¢p ma thoi. Pa vay ma hom qua lon xon tao
{am rot mat cai bop, bay gio trong lung khong con mot
«dong tién. » |

(Con Lién nghe noéi ciang khoe hon ntra. Thing Duoce tuy

trong long budén buwe kho chiu lim, nhung ma ngoai miit

dinh tho nhw thuwong. N6 noi cirng ¢o6i riing: « Xin thiy
airng co lo cho hai con; con ki#m iin duwoc khong sao dau
ima s¢, mién thiy ra dwgce thi thoi. Hoi hom thiy cé duoc
6 banh mi véi cap lap-xwdng hay khong ? » Noi vira toi

«d6 k€ éng Co bude ra. Thay Pang giit diiu roi di theo ong

f{Co vao phong quan Bién-lv.

Hai dira nho ¢ ngoai nghe trong phong quan Bi¢n-1y noi
«om sOm mot hoéi, roi co mot tén linh hdu déac thiy Dang
ta. Thiay Bang vira di téi chd hai dira nho dirng thi noi
wing ' « Quan Bi¢n-lv day dem tao vo kham ma giam, ding
mai mot giai tao qua Toa cho quan Chanh Toa xw. Thoi,
‘bay kiém c¢hoé xin & ddu ma cho tao. Pirng co khoc, vai
'bira day tao ra, khong hai gi ddu ma s¢ ». /

Hai dira. nho nghe noi dirng chét dién trong long, eir khoe
01 ngo theo, chd khong noi chi dwgce hét. Cach mot hoi 1au
‘méi diic nhau vé nha & dau do. Vo dén cira thi cira khoa.
«Chung no dic nhau ra cho, mua mot ciit bac com ca ma én,
@01 trd vé ngdi ngoai cira than thi voi nhau, tinh téi tinh lui,
khong bi¢t lam sao mua com dem cho thiv in duoec.

Pén trua tan che, chii nha ganh ganh khong di vé. Vo 1o
«tra thdly hai dira nho ngoi khoce thi chi hoi thiam, chirng
nghe ré diu.duoi roi chi méi noi riing : « Hé Toa giam trong
kham thi.e6 com cua nha-nuwéce, bay khoi lo. » Hai dira nghe
n6i nhw vay'thi bot lo, nhung hé nghi toi phan thiy miic
wongilao.ly thi giot luy tuon roi, diu thily viéc chi vui ciing
khong cwdi, diu in vat chi ngon ciing khong mudn. Chi chu
nha nfiu com r6i don ra bicu hai diva nho #n, thi chiing no
itir ch®i hoai khong chiu dn, ¢ir n6i on cho dum dau on da
néng né roi, néu eon lam ton hao cho chit nha nira thiét la
«ching n6 khong dam.
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Dén 2 gio chitu thing Buwoce biéu ¢on Lién & nha dé né

1én Toa do nghe tin tire cua thiy coi thé nido. N6 dirng xin

bin trude Toa cho d&n tan hiu mé& khong nghe chi hét,
N6 lin bude trér veE, tinh dic con Lién ra chg éin com, vi
trong tui con dwgce 3 cit bace, ching dé vé nha thi chi chi
nha ép qua nén con Lién di &n com rdi; ma chi lai c6 dé
danh com cho no nira, thay noé vé ¢hi ép riél ting thé né
phai dn. |

Pém Ay thang Dwoe nim suy nghi toi phan riéng thi
buon nat rudt, Khi ¢ nha ba Thoi tuy bi tén Htru hanh ha,
song diu th€ nao ciing co me cho che; khi.méi di theo
thily Pang twong la than ndy phai pha bui vii ban, nao
co de dau nguoi da dem long thuong véu ma lai ra cong
day d6 nira. Tuy di bi#t ba Théi khong phai 1a me rudt,
nhung ma me li ai dau khong thay, duy thay ¢6 mot minh
ba Thoi la nguwdi nuoi minh cho nén vai nén voc; cha la
ai dau khong biet, duy bi€t c6 mot thay Pang la ngudi day
minh 1€ chanh 1€ ta ; anh em khong-biét ¢6 hay khong, duy
biu ban voi con Lién da gin 4 ndm nay nén yéu thuong
nhu em ruot. Cai vong than &i cua minh chi gom co ba
nguwoi Ay ma thoi. Co khi thdly tré nho trang liea voi minh
di choi voi cha me ching no, thi trong long ciing ¢6 hoi
bire-rire, thim mong cho sum hi¢p voi me cha ding voi
hwong tha gia-dinh. M& me cha 1a ai & dau ? Hoi nhw vay
roi min cudi, khong dé v dén nira. :

‘Nghi viée xua roi moi nghi toi viee nay ; hién bay gié
day trong ba nguoi ay eiing véu thwong minh, mol ngudi
thi & xa, mol ngudi thi mae nan, duy edon co mot con Lién.
ma thoi. Minh khong co the nio ma nho nguoi ¢ xa, ma
ciing khong ¢6 th€ ndo ma gitp do ngudi mic nan duoe, .
vay thi minh phai lo ma bao boe cho con Lién. M& trong
tii bay gio eon ¢o ba ciit bae, vi nhw nay mai day thaiy
thoat nan dwoe thi khong hai gi. ¢ché n€u thiy phai bi giam
cim d&n muwoi bira, hofic nwa thang, thi than minh day
bidt ¢6 com ma an hay khong, con con Lién nira bi¢t lim
sa0 ma bao boe no cho duwoec.

Thing Puoge nghi dén doé thi lo s¢ hét sire. No tinh di tinh
lai dén gin nira dém ma khong biét lim thé ndo cho c¢o»
com du hai dira #in diing cho thiy. Ngoai duong van ve..
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drong nha im-lim, mot lac nghe trong nha lang tro canh,
roi sau bép chnot cay noi 1op cop. Thing Puoe ngoi day

thdy con Lién cira minh, n6 moi niam tay kéu thie day
- 20i noi nho ring : « Ny em, qua tinh sang mai hai anh

em minh xach don dén nha may thiy réi qua don em ca
ding cho ho nghe hoédc may ho c6 cho tién mua com ma
din, chd qua con ¢o 3 cat bac dn chirng mot vai ngay nira
hét roi lam sao. » Con Lién git diu roi dap rdng : « Anh
tinh th¢ nao ciing duoe. »

Thang Pwoe thay em chiu thi trong bung mirng thim,
nén nam xuong ngu lién khong con lo sur htt tién doi
bung nua.

Sing bira sau con Lién thi xach donwo, con thiang Puoc
thi 6m don kim, di theo chi chii nha ra cho, réi tir gia ma
lén Toa, ding don coi co gip miit thily hay khong. Hai dira
«don dén tan hiu ma khong thily, bén déic nhau trd veé. Di
agang mot day phd, dom moéi can déu chung don hwe-ho,
hai dira nghi 14 ché miy thiy thong &, nén ngoi dua goe
cay gao mo don ra roi thing Buoce thi don ¢o, con con Lién
thi dom kim va ca. Lén day vira réi, tré nho vira bu lai, con

- Lién vira moi cat dong lén ma ca bian hanh-van, thinh linh

chit bé€p & phia dang cho di lai, ¢iim roi may ruwot quire,
tré nho chay la om-som, con Lién voi thing Puoce thiy vay
that kinh nén cang lat dat om don ma chay, mill may tai
1ét.

Hai dira dic nhau di vé, doc duwdng con Lién noi voi thing
Puoc rang: « Khong dwge dau anh. Em s¢ linh qua, em
khong dam ca ntra ddu.» Thing DPuoe ra nuwée mit, lim
fai ma di khong no6i ¢hi hét. Vé dén nha thi chi chi nha da
vé roi, chi don com biéu hai dira an véi chi. Thing Puoe
bude lai khoanh tay ma thua réng: « Thua thi®m, hai chau
di voi thiy dé&n day thiay chau rai bi quan béat cam ta, hai
«chau bo vo, khong bi¢t dau ma nwong dua, thitm c6 long
tot cho hai chan ¢ daa, thiét hai chau doi on thiém rét
nhiéu. Bung chau khong mudn lam cho tén com (6n gao

~cua thi®ém, nén trong lung chau di hét tién roi, chau tinh

di dom ca cho ho nghe ding ho cho tién ma in com. Chang
deé linh ¢ day lung qua, ma bd ho ghét hai chau hay sao,
nén chau don ca ho rwrot ma danh, chau nghi cun thé rdi,
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<hong biét lam sao cho ¢6 tién mua com ma dn dwee. Vay
chau phai to thi¢t voi thigm, xin thiém dé chau ganh do cho:
thitm di ban, roi thiem cho hai chau fin com, ton hao cua
thi€m bao nhiéu, chirng thiay chau ra réi chau sé xin tién mée
tra cho thi¢m. » |

Chi chti nha nghe n6i dong long, lién dap riing: « Homv
nay tao biéu biay in com voi tao, sao khong chiu, lai bay
dit don ca lam gi. O’ nha #n com, bay in hét bao nhiéu doé:
ma ngai. » Noi réi méi biéu hai dira 1én fin com véi chi.

Buoi hdu nao thing Pugce cling lén dang trurée cira Toa:
ma cho thay Pang, lai hé sang thi no xin ganh xoai ra cho-
cho chu nha, ma chu nha khong cho. Hai dira ¢ dau duge
bon btra; dén ngay thir nim thing Puoc ciing 1én chye tai
ctra Toa nhu may ngay trude. No vira toi do thi thiy linh.
déac thiy Pang di vo Toa. No bén chay theo ma hoéi ring:
« Hom nay thiy ¢6 én com hay khong vay thiy?» Thiy Ding.
giit diu roi hoi lai riing : « Con Liéndau ? » Thiing Puge lién
dap ring: « N6 & nha.» Thay git dau réi budce vo Toa, khong:

" noi chuyén nira dwge.

Thang Puwge dirng ngoai dom vo mot hoi, thay miy ong:
Toa mice 4o rong den, diu doi mao ciing den, ngoi noi voi
nhau. Mot lat thily cha b&p hém no lén dirng thua viée chr
voi Toa do khong bigt, roi thiy Pang ciling 1én dirng ma noi
nira. Thiing Pugc dirng coi gin mot gio dong-ho, xay ¢o6 harv
nguoi & trong Toa bude ra, mot nguoi mie do Tay, mot
ngudi mac 4o dai bich khin den ; ngudi mie do Tay noéi voi
nguoi kia ring: « Ong do bi kéu an nira thang tu toi nghiép
qua ha! 6ng noi tigng Tay gioi, ong cai nghe swong qui, ma
ciing khong khoi. Ché chi thing cha bi linh danh hom dé
nd ra lam chirng cho 6ng thi chiic Toa tha, ngiic 6ng binh
n6 ma roi né di mit nén bay gio dng con chirng co chi ma
doi nai. » _

Thiing Duoc nghe noi miy 1o, nghi 1a ho noi chuyén thay
minh, nén miit may tai xanh, lo so hét strc. N6 mudn chay
theo ma hoi thim cho rd rang, song so' b6 ma di réi chirng:
thiay ra khong gip mat thiay duge, nén eir dirng ngoai dom
vO, thaly thiy ngdi trong mit buén xo, mot lat ngé ra ngoab
thidy no thi lai chan may, bo suy nghi trong tri lam. N6
dirng vai tham cho Toa tha thiy no, ding thiy tro sum hiép
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viri nhau, No lai tinh hé Toa tha thiy no r6i thi no xin thay
n6é mau mau di dén xi kbace, cho dirng them o Tra-vinh
niri.

N6 duwong suy nghi, bong thiy trong Toa nguoi ta kéo
nhau di ra. N6 dirng nép lai mot bén, ho ra h&t réi thi toi

mot tén linh déic thay Dang voi hai ba nguoi nira di sau.

Thiiv Pang thiy thiing Duoc lién iy tay ngodfic no biéu di
theo. Ra khoi etra Toa r6i thiv mot noi voi no riing: « Thay
bi kéu an 15 ngay ta, ma thiayv tinh ciing khong chdng an
lam gi. Vay chau diac con Lién hoi thim dwong ma 1én
Cang-long ki¢m nha ong Hoi-dong Sau dén ma to viée cua
thay cho ong ro roi xin ¢ dau do ma cho thiay. Bira 18 thi
thay ra, khong sao diu ma so. » Thiing Duoc nghe noi thi
khoe mui, nén thiy dan no khong nhd chi hét. No di theo
toi ctra kham, thily linh dic thiyv no vo roi khép canh cira
sl Tai kéu mot cai am, khong con thay thiy no nira thi né
durt rugl nat gan, nuwoe mat dam-dé, dau dom khong xiét keé.

N6 thung thing di vong theo vach twong chung quanh
kham, duwong nhir dira dai dira ngay. Di dén trira moi cin
doi bung, no nhé sue dén con Lién méi Lin bude ma tro
vé nha. Vira toi etra no thdly con Lién dung do lién noi ring:
« Khong xong réi em! Thiy bi an 15 ngay tu ». N6 vira noi
toi do, bong nghe trong nhi ¢o titng nguoi dong khoe no
khong hicéu la ai. Chirng hoi thim con Lién né noi riing ¢o
tin cho kéu chi cht nha néi cha chi & dwdi Tra-cu da chét
roi, thi thing Puogce san sot. No lat dat chay vo hoi thim
thi chi chti nha eling thuat v nhw 100 con Lién mdi noi voi
nd do vay. Thiing Puge thaim nghi minh da bi oan nan ma
gap nguoi eting bi vay nira, thi ngao ngan trong long, nén
ngoi tho ra khong noi chi duge hitt.

Chi chu nh&a don com an réi hoi no vay cho Toa da xir
vu thiy né hay chwa. No thuat chuyén thiy no bi niva thang
tit cho chi nghe va noi ngay 18 thiy né moi ra duoe. Chi
chu nha noi rang bay gio chi phai vé Tra-cu lap tire diing
lo bdo hi¢u cho cha va hoi hai dira & nha mot minh co
dwge bhay khong? Thiang Puge nghi thim trong bung néu
minh o diy ldy com dau ma éin, ma n€u biéu chi mua gao
dé¢ lai nha thi phai mang on chi nhi¢u Iim. Hudng chi chi
trong nha khéng giau c6 chi do, ma lae ndy chi lai bi tai
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hoa nhur vay, khong 1& minh con lam tén hino cho chi nia!
., Nghi k¥ roi no moi thua ring: « Thua thi€m, hom nay hai
~ «chau mang on thi¢m rit nhicu, nay thi¢m co viée nha 1€ thi
hai chau phai & diy ma coi nha gitum cho thigm. Ngic thiy
chau c6 day phai lén Cang-Long ma bédo tin cho anh em
ban cta thiy chau hay bai vay chiu so & day khong tién ».

Chi chit nha noi rang: « Khong, viée coi nha khong edin
g1 cho lim, nha tao khong ¢6 vit chi cho dang, nhw hai
Baks dira bay miic viée nen phai di, thi tao khoa civa goi cho 181 ‘
xom ho coi chirng gitm cting dwoe ».

T L TR L, e O T U ey

An com roi, chi chit nha coi trong nha ¢6 moén chi 161 thi
don dem gdi cho 181 xom, con thing Puwee vioi con Lién
thi goi miy tii dom. Thau x& xong roi méi xéch goi radi.
Chi chia nha khoa ctra v6i 14y ra 5 cat bac duwa cho thing
Puoce ma noi ring: « Plrong tir day 1én Cang-Long thi xa,
khong bitt bay di 10i ¢o toi hay khong. Vay thi bay liy miy
cat bac day ma bo hé trong lung, ding nhu ki¢m nha quen
khong dwoe, thi mua com ma in dé it bttar. Thing Duge

q i choi tir hoai, khong dam lanh tién, réi tir gia nhan ra di. K
a Loi nora chiéu, gio thoi lao rao, nang da di¢u bot, duwong :
Bt Tra-vinh di Vinh-long ¢o nhiéu khie ngay bot, ma hai bén o
i' - dwrong cay co xanh twroi. Duoi rudng thi nong phu cho cay S

. cho gieo, con trén dwdng xa xa cd mot ngudi che di ma di, i
i coi bo huon dai lam.

Thiing Puwoc tay xdich hoa-ly, tay om eiy don kim, con
con th—:n thi tay xich don o vai vat don tranh, cham {‘hqm'
ma di, hé moi cin moi tay thi dé do dua bén dwdimg ngoi
noi chuyén voi nhau, bong ¢6 mot cai xé hoi chay ngang
p qua, bui bay mu troi, hai dia lat dat ding nép dya bén
- goc cav ma tranh. Thang Pugce thay trén xe phia triede thi
™ ¢6 mot minh nguoi coi may, con phia sau ¢6 mot diea con
2 trai chirng chin muwdi tuoi ngéi ma thoi, ndé mai woe phéi

chi xe ay ho cho minh lén ngdi nho thi [a khoe khoan lam.
Hai dira xéch doé di ntra. Di duwge mot khie lai gip mdt
nguwoi o truweoe mit di lai, thing Puge bén hoi tham coi da
gin o1 Cang-Long hay chuwa. Nguoi iy noi ring con b ngan
M thude ntra ; néu di gioi thi chan van, con di cham thi hét
E' nura canh mot maoi toi.
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Thing Puoce nghe noi dwe minh, boi vi hai dira mae xach
46 nén di mau khong diang, ma di cham nhw viv, rui gitra
dwong troi tdi moi licn thé-ndo. N6 bén day lai ma noi v
¢con Lién ring: « Hom nay nho chi ¢htt nha cho an com,
nén 3 cit bac qua con nguyeén trong tui diy, biay qua! hoi
tra di ngang cho quén mua mot 6 banh mi dem theo, biy
gior 16 161 gitra dwong liy gi ma én.» Noi nhu vay réi ngo
con Lién thi thily no ¢o siac budén. Thang DPuoc licn noi
liép riing: « Qua tinh nhw viy em nghi thir coi ¢o duoc hay
khong. Minh rang di &1 xom trwdce kia minh ghé x6m mua
~com dn roéi kitm nha xin ngu nho do mot dém nayv< sang
ngay minh sé di nira, chd bay gio troi da gin 161 roi, ma
dwdng con xa, qua so di khong kip. Pa vay ma thiy dén
-lén ki#m nha ong Hoi-dong ¢i do qua quén tén réi, qua nhé
0 tiéng Cang-Long voi tigng Hoi-dong ma thoi, néu lén
dén. do ban dém thi lam sao hoi tham duoe ».

!

Con Lién di da moi can, xach don da moi tay, ma lai
«doi bung nira. nén nghe thiang Pwoc noi nhw vay thi ehiu
lién. Hai daa lan toi xom, thang Pwoce thay dya bén dwdng
¢o mot cai nha la, tuy nho ma cao rao sach sé, lrude nha
¢6 trong bong trong kién, sau he ¢é trong chudi trong cau,
ma o nha b&p lai ¢o khoi lén ngui ngat, né bén ghé lai do.
Burde vo sin thi nghe trong nha ¢o tieng ngudi ca hin fir-
dai-canh. :

Hai dira vira toi etra, ¢6 mot con c¢ho vang trong nha
chay ra sta van ran. Hai dira s¢ cho cin nén dung lai, con
Lién thi ding nip sau lung thang Puogce. Trong nha lién ¢o
mol nguoi di ra, tuoi chwa diy 30, mic quin linh den, do
ba-ba lya tring, chon di dép Bac-ky, riing tring, nuwoe da
mit ciing trang, dau boi toe vén van, hoi hai dia nho rimg:

« Hai dira bay di dau ?»

Con cho etr sua hoai, nguwdi dy phai la no hai ba titng no
moi chiu chay vo. Thing Puoe hét so cho nira, moi dé hoa-
Iy vori tai don xuong dat réi vong tay ma thua rang: « Thua

-cau, em ching giftu ¢hi cau, em di voi thiy em, rui thiy em

bi e6 viée o duwtdi Tra-vinh nén sai hai dia em len Cang-
long. Em toi day trod gin 161 161, ma nghe noi dirong con
xa lam, nén em ghé day xin c¢au lam phuwde nhu an com
con du cho em nay do mot cat diang hai dira em an d& da,

“va choyem ngii nho mot dém réi khuya em di.

e .y
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Bay noi bay di voi thay ma thay ndo do?

— Thuwa thay Dang.

— Thay Pang nao ¢ dau?

Thira, thay Pang o Can-dude.
— Thiy Pang dom hay lim phéai hon?
- Thara, phai.

— Tao ¢o nghe cau Ba noi o Cin-dude co thiy Dang domne

trroi lam. Ma bay gio thay o dau ma sai bay di day?.
- Thua, thiy bi & ti dwdi Tra-vinh.
Viay sao? Toi nghiép dir hon ! Thoi, vo day.

Thing Bwge voi con Lién xdch do vo nha. Nguwoi dy kéu
vo biéu ndu com nhiéu nhiéu mot chiut ding cho hai dira
no dn voi. Thing Puge dom teén vach thily c¢o treo don
co, dom kim, don tam, don gao, con trén bo van phia dang

~chai lai co dé mot cay dom tranh. N6 mdi dem hoa-ly véi
may i don ma dé dua vach. Chu nha thay xach dé dum--

dé¢ bén hoi coi xach may tai gi do. l"l]ﬁn,[., PBuoge noi la
tui don. Nguoi iy nghe noi thi chung hirng r6i hoi ring :
« Em bi¢t don hay khong? » Thiang Buwoe chim-chim cuoi
roi noi no voi con Lién déu bigt dom ca hai.

Chit nha bo mirng him, lat diat biéu hai dia 1én van ma
ngoi, hoi dira nao don cay nao, roi moi lay cay kim dwa
cho thing Pwoce, lav cay tranh dwa cho con Lién, con anh
ta thi cim cay c¢O ma noi ring: « Qua biet don, ma & x6m
niv khong ai bigt, nén khong hoa choi véi ai duge hét. May
giap hai em, thoi don it ban choi réi sé an com ».

Ba nguoi don bon ban bie r6i méi sang qua day oan.
Thiing Puoe biéu con Lién va don va ca, chi nha dac y vo
cung, ma ngudi vo o sau bép coé 1é khi cling vai hay sao
nén lén dirng ma nghe lau lac. Pon dén com don ra roi
m&i chiu nghi ma én. An com réi, néi chuyén choi dén
dot den réi rap lai don ntra. Trong xém ngudi 1om tré nho
teu toi nghe dong nire. Pon dén hét canh mr‘:t con Lién
buon ngu qua moi chiu dep ma di ngii.

Rang ngav hai dira thire day tinh di cho som. Chia nha
cim lai hoai, biéu dé in com roi sé di. Chirng hai diaa ra
di chit nha moi hoi rang:

- Hai em lén Cang-Long ma lén nha ai?

+
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—— Thuwa, thiy em biéu lén nha ong Hoi-dong ma em:

. quén tén nén khong biét Hoi-dong ndo.

i) Cang-Long ¢6 mot minh Hoi-dong Sau, cho ¢o Hoi- -
dong nao nira dau. ' '

— Thuwra, phai a. Hoi-dong Sau. Vay ma hom nay em:
quén chao.

— Thoi hai em di di, ban vé ghé dav choi nghe hon.

— Da.

Hai dira di dén mit troi dieng bong lén moi tol Cang- - \
Long. Ching no hoi tham nha Hoi-dong Sau ma vao, thi
thily nha cira nguy nga, vya lua riat to, ban be dong dao.
Thang Pugce bude vo thiy thiang nho ngoi xe hoi hom qua
dwong dirng choi trirde ctra thi chung hirng. N6 dé con Lién ¢
o ngoai, n6 vo to heét dau duoi chuyén thiy Dang bi tai nam
cho ong Hoi-dong nghe thi ong chang coé chut chi buén ma
lai buong 1o noi ring: « Thiv cir lam bay hoai... Thay o
ti thi & ché tao bidt sao bay gio. »

Thitng Puge di doc dwong thim twong ong Hoi-dong la
anh em ban voi thiy minh, Ién noi cho ong hay thi chiic
ia ong xudng Tra-vinh ma lo cho thiy minh khoi toi, ma
néu ong lo khong dwoe thi it nira ong cling nudi com minh
va ciing di thim thiy ché ching khong, ndo dé cure nhoc
tim dén day ma cho ong hay, réi ong néi xui-xi nhwr vay
thi con trong cay gi nira. Thiing Pwoe buén v mudn dic
con Lién ma di, song no nghi n€u minh di bay gio biét di
dau, nén cue chiang di noé phai ¢ nan lai coi 6ng tinh 18 nao.

S —

& " " § . % - b N b [ a § ;
Hai dia d¢ do ngodi hang tu réi xdan ban ¢ trudre sdn ma |
choi. Bén chiéu trong nha don com an, ma khong thay ai:
ra bi¢u in com.

[Lace chan van toi ¢6 mot nguoi dan-ba diu bich khan
triom, 4o xin ngang lung, cim choi ra quét san, thiyv hai
dira lién néi lon 1én ring : « Co kho dir hon! Hai dira nho
hoi trira dén bay gio con day ma bay tré dn com khong
kéu no an voi chd ! Vo day em, di vo an com voi bay
tré kia kia ».

Thiang Bwoce khong mudn @n chat nao, ngit no so con:
Lién doi nén cwe chiang di phai di dm. VO nha b&p thiy

nam sau tén ban dwong ngoi an com. Ngudi dan-ba &v lay
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- chén dna dira cho hai dia réi biéu lén ngéi ma an. An
- com r6i ngwdi dy lai bicu ra xach d6 dem dé (rén van nha.
~sau roi vo do nam ma ngil.

Hai dira ndam coi ban be da gao, ngoai sin mua gio o
d0. Trén nha trén dén dot sang trung, hai vg chong ong
Hoi-dong don vai thang con cudi ngd nghiéng ngd ngira.
Thing Pwge bi troi lanh nga khong duge, ndm suy nghi

~cude doi ma chua xot trong long, Thiét n6 ching phién
trach ong Hoi-dong, song ching bi€t vi ¢t nao irong long
no buén ma lai gian lim.

P&n sang no kéu con Lién thire diy roi noi nho bién stra
soan ma di. Con Lién giit diu r6i kiém diém do dat. Thing
Buge nghe titng ong Hoi-dong noi om-som trén nha trén no
moi lin lén thua véi ong ma di. Ong ir roi lin thinh, cho
khong them hoi di dau nira. x :

Hai dira ra ngoai duwdirng roi con Lién mai hoi thing Duoe
riang :

— Minh di dau bay gior anh ?

— Bi diau eling dwoe, mién di-cho khoi eai nha do thi thoi.

— U em ciing khong mudn o dé nira !

Hai dira ra dén nga ba, dirng nham biét duong dl xuong
la L’[u'trng di Tra-vinh, con di lf' n thi khong biét di dau. May
lie ay ¢6 mot nguoi di ngang qua, thiing Duec hoi thi ho
no1 dwong di len do la duwdng di Vang-liem, Vinh-long. No
bhén ban tinh voi con Lién roi die nhau di lén Viang-liém.

Trot bay tam ngay hai dira no xach dé ma di hwu-linh,
nay dom nha niiy, mai ca nha no, chd cho in com, chd cho
ngii dau, nguoi cho banh trai, ke cho doi ba quan, hai dia
no dip doi qua ngay, tuy la thain mét nhoe ewe kho, nhung
ma khoi bi khinh khi nhue nha. Chang no o chg Vang-liém
lin 1én Nwrde-xoay.

[.én toi kinh Mang-Thit la ngay vim Annam. Thang BPuoc
nhd swe 101 thiy noi bira 18 thily ra, nén tinh sé tro: vé Tra-
vinh ma chue thiy. Liue ay trong lung naé co6 duoe hon 2
dong bac, vi n6 don ca ai cho tién thi no mua banh chut
dinh cho con Lién in ma thoi, ché no khong dam xai. Troi
‘vira x€ qua, hai dira di t61 mé kinh Mang-Thit, thily ¢o6 mot
- cai nha bon phia khong ¢6 vach ma chinh gitra kai ¢6 16t

o
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mol b van gifiu. Chiang no dem d6 vo do roi 1én vin nany - -
ma nghi chon. | 4
~ Troi gio hieu-hiéu, nwoe duoi kinh chay cudn-cuon. Ngo _
~qgua mé¢ kinh bén kia thay ¢6 mot chi€c ghe hiu 4 chéo, mui e
son xanh, dwong dau tai do, ban lyi-hui dira tac nuoe, dira g
“nau com. Mot lat eé6 mot chi@e tan dac mot doan ghe chai ot
dém gin 20 chiée, chay ngang thoi xip-1¢ nghe inh-6i. Thiing - ey KN
Puoc hirng chi biéu con Lién md& dén tranh ra, con no liv
don kim roi hai dira don ca choi. Ghe di ngang ai nghe cling
déu ngo ché¢o ma ngo. |
" Hai dira don dwoe vai bin thi thily chi@c ghe hilu nho sio
chéo qua roi dau ngay cai nha trong cho hai dia no nygoi
d6. Thing Duwoe va don v ngo chirng chite ghe hiu, thily
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bon tén ban dira dirng dia ngo6i, ma dira nao cting.cham chi J‘ﬁ
ma nghe don, con trong mui thi ¢6 mot ngwoi dan-ba, trat .;: 1
chirng 45 tuoi, mitc do lya tring quidn linh den, ngdi voi B i
mot dira con trai chirng 10 tuoi, cfing miic 4o quin tring, 1{!!’
6m meén ngéi méat may buoén hiu. Hai dira dom ca mot hoi AR
roi buong don nam ma nghi. Nguwdi dan-ba & dudi ghe hiu ni
kéu tén ban ngoi trwede mui ma day viée chi do nghe khong i )
ro, ma thay tén ban ay lat dat lay tam don day bt lén mé 0
kinh roi leo 1én bo. Hai diea khong hicéu ¢6 viéc chi nén 16m- -h’%
com ngoi day, k&'tén ban buwde vio ma noi rang : « l"'{ii}', hai ‘
em, bi Hoi-dong nghe hai em dom hay nén biéu qua lén noi :fl
voi hai em di xadng ghe don cho ba voi cau ba nghe choti 2 41_?; |
mot héi roi ba cho ticén éin banh. » A o
: Thiang Buge nghe noéi licn cuwoi chiam chim ma dap ring : E:
« Buge c¢ho ! ma ba Hoi-dong nao o dau do vay anh ? » Tén i

ban noi : Ba Hoi-ddng nity & bén Cin-tho dem con di udng
thuoc trén Saigon ». Thang Puoe vai con Lién xach don roi
di theo tén ban ma xudng ghe. Ba Hoi-dong thiy hai dira
lin tim don-day ma di xudng, thi bong con ngo6i suc vo
trong, réi kéu ma bicu hai diva no dem don buwoe ngay vo
mui. Ba ng6i ngo hai dira tran-tran, con thiing con ba thily
hai dira Ién day don soa soan ma don thi trong long hom ho,
ngoai mit vui mirng, chd khong con budén xo nhw hoi nay
ntra. Hai dira ngoi don, con Lién ca mot hoi meét roi thing
Buoe tiep ma ca. Ba Hoi-dong ngoi nghe rat vui vé trong
li}ng, ma nhirt 12 thing con ba cudi hoai, duwong nhu thuo

nay moi nghe dom mot lin tha nhit vay. i
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Hai dia dom ca hon ntra gio dong ho, ba Hoi-dong s no 1
¢+ mét nén bic¢u nghi réi mo moét cai ti nho, 1dy ra mot hop = | |
‘banh mi ma bi¢u hai dira an. Con Lién mic c¢o khong chiu |
- fin. Thang con ba Hoi-dong nay gio niam dap mén ma nghe |
«don, thay hai dira khong chiu an banh, lién to¢c mén ngoi

day ldy banh dwa 1o tay con Lién voi thing Puge ma ép
-iin. Hai dira cwe chiing da phéi dén, roi thing nho eting 1ldy ti
~ma an nira. Ba dira dn banh noéi chuyén choi voi nhau coi .

vui vé lim. Ba Hoi-dong thily con vui thi efing vui trong long, i
-ma lai thity hai dwra kia ngo-nghinh ba ciing dong long j [

thwong ntra. Ba hoi thiam coi hai dira con ai, nha ectra & 7
diau. Thing Bwoe noi ring no goe o Gocong, eon con Lién
thi & Baria, hai dira di theo thiy qua Travinh, rui thiy bi

~quan bo ti nén hai dira phai di dom ki®m dn ma cho thiy.

Ba Hoi-dong nghe noi thi chwng hitng ma noi ring:

- Viy ma qua twong hai chau nha & gin dau 16i day cho.

. I'é ra hai chau khong phai anh em ruot hay sao?

Thimg DPuge tra 1o riing :

Thura, khong.
Bay gior hai chau tinh di dau?
Thura, con tinh die nhau tré xudng Tra-vinh ding don

“ thily con, vi con co ba bira nira thiily con mén tu.

— Toi nghi¢p gua! Moi bay lon ma lwu lac bo vo nhu
“viy chol

Thiing con ba Hoi-dong day qua 6m ba mé noi riing:
-« Ma, biéu don com cho anh d6 voi ehi do @in voi con, méa. »

Ba va hun con va cwdi, réi hdi ban ndu com riét dang an
~10i co di cho kip con nuwoe.

Com don ra ca thit canh rau mot mam vi-veo, hai dira
thay vay lat dat x€p don réi noi nho voi nhau tinh tir ma
~di xudng Vang-liém cho som. Ba Hoi-dong biét v nén cudi

ma noi ring: « Khoan da, dé an com no réi sé di.» Hai

“me con ép ridt tung the hai dia phai in. An com réi; troi
dd ntra chiéu, nwéde rung rong, may tén ban sua soan cheéo
diing lui ghe. Thiing Pwoe voi con Lién dgm mudn lén bo,
 ba Hoi-dong lién moe tiai ma cho hai dira mot dong bac.

Hai dira ta on réi xach don ding day buwde ra. Thing
~con ba Hoi-dong ngo thiy lién khoc rong lén. Hai dira .
~dirng khyn lai do khong hiéu tai sao ma no khée, con ba
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Hoi-dong lat dat 6m con ma hoi: «Sao vay con? Con ¢o
«dau bung hay khong?» Thang nho va khoce va lie dau ma
noi ring: « Toi hong chiu! Ma lam sao biéu anh do voi
«chi do & dwoi ghe déom ca choi voi toi he. Ma dé hai nguwdi
dé di 1én day téi dau nira da». Ba Hoi-dong lic didu ma
noi ring : « Biéu sao dwoe con ?» Thiing nho ving ré lén
ma khoc nira. Ba Hoi-dong thdy vay mai biéu: « Thoi, con
ninh di, dé ma biéu no6 di theo dudi ghe choi véi con.»
Thing nho nghe noi thi ninh khoe. Ba Hoi-dong moi kéu
thiing Puwge vo mui roi biéu hai dira no di theo ba diing
choi voi con ba, mudn bac tién bao nhiéu ba cting cho hét.

‘Thing BPuoc cir lic ddu hoai, noi ring bira 18 thay no man

i nén no phai tré xudng Travinh ma kiém thiy. Ba Hoi-
dbng suy nghi mot héi réi tinh voi thiing Puoc dé ba vidt
tho cho thiay théng Su & Travinh ma cay thiay noi lai gitm
voi thay Dang hay sir hai dira nho di theo ba qua Mytho
va diin hé ngay thily Bang man tu thi trao cho thiv 10 dong
bac diing thay lam phi 160 qua Mytho lai diu ciu quay ma
kifm ghe ba. Thiing Puogc thiy ba Hoi-dong tu t&€ ma
nhirt 14 thdy con ba tri¢u m&n thi dong long, nén nghe tinh
nhw viy thi né chiu, song no xin dé cho no viét rieng cho
thiiy n6 mot bire tho nira kéo thiy no nghi. Ba Hoi-dong
lay lam vui long nén lat dat lay glﬁ} vitt ra ma viét mot
birc tho noéi cin ké cho thay thun" Sy ro, roi ba trao giay
viet cho !hﬁng Puoc viét riéng mot bire tho cho thiy Dang
aira ma xin hé min ta thi lai nha thay thong Su ldy tién
roi qua Mytho ma kiém minh.

Tho viét xong réi ba Hoi-dong niém lai va sai mot tén
ban ¢im xudng nha day thép Vuang-liém mua co ma goi.
Tén ban vira ra di ba lai nghi ring bay gido troi da chiéu

r6i, ma tir d6 xudng Viing-liém thi duong xa, s¢o dén do

nha day thép dong ctra réi mua co khong dwge. Ba moi tinh
vo1 thiing Puwogc dé lui ghe ma di cho kip nwée roi sang bira

sau qua Cho-lach sé bo tho ciing chiing muon gi.

Thang Puge voi con Lién nghe 161 mdi dem don va hoa-
ly vo trong mui ding trong cho cho ban dirng chéo, roi hai

dra dirng ké-ré & ngoai chd khong dam vo. Ba Hoi-dong

trai chi€u thém phia sau cho rong réi biéu hai dira vo ma
n #im. Ghe lui thi thing con ba Hoi-dong vui vé hét sire, etr

biéu thing Puoc nim mot bén no ma thoi. Dén 1061 thing

-
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Birge dom cho con Lién ca, néi duwdi ghe tir chin cho toi

ban ai ciing déu thich ¥. i -
(:he di dén Rach-gim ba Hoi-dong mic ghé thim ba con y

¢ do hét mot ngay mot dém, nén chiéu ngay 18 Annam moi

xudng toi Mytho. Ba day ban chéo vo dau eiu quay ma dau.

May boa o dwdi ghe ba thay hai dira nhé mill may ngd: 0

nghinh ma an noi lai ¢o khuon phép thi ba dem long thuwong,. 'r l

ma nhirt 1a ba thity thing con ba tri¢u mén hai diva do lam,
may birs réi no vui cwoi hoai chd khong phai néim budén

x0 nhw hue trede ntra, thi ba tinh doi thiy Bang qua toi ba s
s€ noi voi thay ma xin dut hai dira no dang ba nuoi. Ba

hoi thing Buroce thi no noi no 14 tudi con con Lién 13 tuoi. .
Ba ngoi suy nghi réi ba rung rung nwoe mal, day mat ra
phia.sau khong mudn noéi chuyén nita. Cach mot hoi ba licn

dav [ai 6m con ma hun chiin-chul, thang Pwgce voi con Lién: )
ngoi ngo nhau khéng hiéu v ba thé nae. Ba hoi hai dia no-

chiv ¢ lam con nuo6i ba hav khong thi ching no eii diu
lin thinh khong tra loi.

Bin chit¢u ngay 19 thily Bang qua toi Mytho. Thiing Buge
duong ngoi choi tredre mii ghe, ngo thay thiy di trén bo

thi murng re heét sire, lién dieng day kéu om-som. Con Lién
] - g % X A - 5 U (S B %a » N
¢ trong mui ciing lat dat bo ra ma mirng thiayv. Thiy Pang ~

vira xuong 101 mé song thi ba Hoi-dong bicu ban ra bit {dm
don-day roi moi thiay di ngay xudng ghe cho ba noéi chuyén:
Thiy Bang vira bude toi mai ghe thi ¢o thang Buoe dieng
chwe san tai do; no dwa tay cho thay vinh ma xudong. No6-
lite coi thitv thiv no minh giay voe 6m ma nurde da lai huynh
dang thi trong long no buon thim. Ba Hoi-dong chao hoi,.
moi vo frong mui ma ngoi, hdi ban rot nwoe dai thiy roi
méi noi riang :« Thua thiy, toi lam thal cong thiay phai qua
dén dav ma kitm hai dira nho, toi nghi lai thiét 16i 16i voi
thilv nhicu Iam. Nhung ma Khong phii toi ¢o ¥ mudn lam
nhoc long thay, iy 1a tai ¢6 viée nhar vily xin thidy chiu phién
dé toi thuat lai cho thiy nghe. Toi la nguwrdi o Cin-tho, khi |
lrurde tol ¢d mol dira con trai diu long vo chong toi tung 23
tica nhu vang nhu ngoc. Thoi ching may nén troi khién
dura con 1om cua 1oi no mal di. Cach 4 nim sau toi moi de
duwgce mot dira con trai ntva'la thing Phong niy day.»
Ba Hoi-dong noi toi do thi l1ay tay vude dau con; thiy Dang
mang ciap mil kidn vo réi ngo thing nho. Ba Hoi-dong noi
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titp ring: « Vi chong toi ¢6 binh ho, nén dé noé ra thi no
viu ot ldm, Toi rang nuoi no hét sirc nén né méi manh gioi
toi by gior day. Khi no moi dwege 3 toi thi chdng toi da
theo 6ng theo ba, bo nd o lai cho mot minh toi nuoi. Toi
khong ké chi d@n gia (i su sin, lia rudng ta-dién né dong
duge bao nhi¢u thi hay biay nhiéu, toi khong ¢o6 gior ma xem
soc dwoe, e lo nudi con, mién con toi né manh gio6i thi
thoi, gidu nghéo gi toi ciing khong man. Ching biét tai sao
mit thing con (6i n6 dau 6m hoai. Mdi day 161 nghe noi trén
Saigon ¢6 mot ong Doc-to Thinh chiva binh nhw thin, nén toi
don ghe dem con 16i Ién ciu Ong coi mach roi dicu-tri thir coi
nhw phwde cha may thiy no ¢o an choi nhue con nguoi ta
dwge thi ditu tén hao bao nhiéu toi ciing chiing né. Ghe toi
qua toi kinh Mang-Thit may gip hai dira chau day, toi maoi
bicu no thuat chuyén no leu lace linh-dinh thi toi dong long
thuwong, ma thing con 161 no lai tritu mén khong chiu deé
cho hai dira di, khoc loe bicu mot hai toi phai dem hai dia
di theo ghe voi no, né maoi chiu. Tai nhuw viy nén 101 moi
vitt tho cay thiy thong Sy cho thiy hay vi thiing Duge
mai vidt tho riéng cho thay nia, »

Thiy Dang nghe noi 161 do thi gal diu ma dap: « Thuea
phai, bita 17 toi co tiep duwge tho caa thing Pugce roi chiéu
lai thiy thong Su ¢o sai beép hiu noéi chuyén dy vai 101 niva,
Hoi chicu hom qua quan thi 161 ra toi ghé ngu tai nha thiy
mot dém roi sang thiay dua cho 16i 10 dong bac dé lam phi
1o ma di xuong day. »

Ba Hoi-dong chiim-chim cwdi roi noi riing : « Hom no (oi
gap di nén tinh buon nhar vay, té ra ciing la xong...... Thua
thiay con chuyén nidy nira, hom nay t6i tinh hé gip thiy toi
1o thiét voi thay coi thiy biang long hay khong.

— Thua, ¢6 chuyén ehi? :

— Toi thily hai dira nho t6i thwong, mé thiing con toi no
lai tri¢u mén khong chiu roi, vay nén - hém nay toi tinh doi
thiy diing xin thay cho dit hai dia niy cho t6i nuoi, trude
11 hai dira no dugce sung swong taim than, san nira con 16 eo
dira bau ban cho no6 vui long hode may no hé€t binh hoan
nira. Ching noi gidu chi thiy nha 16i gidu lon, ma con co
mot dira con nidy ma thoi. Néu thiy cho toi nuoéi hai dia
chau day thi toi s€ siim &in sim miic cho ching né im no, rdi
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chirng lon khon toi s& dinh doi ban, cho bac lién, diing
ching nd lap than, khoi ngh¢o nan ewe kho.'» .

Thay DPang ngoi ngo xudng ma suy nghi gidy lau roi moi
nguwoe 1én ma noi rang: « Thua ba, khong duge. Ba moi
giip hai dira n6 ¢6 miy ngay ray ma ba da dem long thuong
ching no, con 16i nuoi ching n6 hon 4 nim, da gia cong
day d6 moi déu, di hi hi voi nhau khi ndn mwa &m lanh,

ha toi lai khong thuwong chiing no hay sao? Ma Lot nght Liv
nudi ching no ma lam @i ? Xin 16i eiing ba, dé 16i noi can

loi cho bi nghe: ba la mot ngudoi don-ba goa chong, ba ¢o
nha tot, ba co rudong nhiéu, bay gio ba xin ching no dem
vé ba nuoi, thi bit qua ba cho chiing né miie 4o quin nhon-
nha, in mam cao co diy, chirng chiing no lon khén ba
dung vo ga chong, ba c¢it nha ngoi cho ching no ¢, chia
rugng ot cho ching no ding bo, vi diu ba ¢o thuwong lim
thi ba lam cho ching nd ngay sau tro nén hai ngudt giau
Ion ma thoi, chd lam sao ma biét day do cho chiing no

bitt-dao lam nguwdi, roi ching no giau ma khong biet cai

cire cua ke ngheo, ching no sang ma khong thay cai nhye
cua ké hén, dwong av thi chang né giau cang lam hai cko
nguol ngheo, chang no sang cang lam nhue cho ngwoi hén,
cho ¢o6 ich chi cho thién ha. Phan 161 tuy nghéo, nhung ma
o1 quy @t nuoi hai dira no diing day cho chiing no bi@t trens
nhor nghia, bi¢t khinh tién lai, bi¢t dwong phai ma di, hitl
neo quiy ma tranh, nhirt Ia laim cho ching noé né¢m cho dn
diing cay mui doi, diing cho ching no lon khon diu nghéo
ciing khong buon long, ma gitw cting khong kiéu lin. Vay
xin ba dirng ¢6 ndi ni ma i g, dé 161 nuéi chiimg no, vi
toi nuoi thi ¢o ich cho ehing no hon I ba nudoi. »

Thang Phong thiy thiy Bang khong chiu cho thing Duge
con Lién thi no nam xudng mil may buon nghién. Ba Hoi-
déng theo nin ni hoai, ba lai néi xa noi gin cho thiy bidt
rang n&u thiy muda doi lién bao nhi¢u ba ciing san long
tra cho thay di s, Thiay Dang nghe noi 161 vi¢e lien bae
thi lhiay chiu may roi m':-i ang : « Ba twong 1oi duc-dace
diing doi lién ba hav sno? Thua by, néu bit nghi nhuw vay
thi 10i nghiep cho toi lam. Khong, toi khong phai la nguoi

xao tra dau, xin ba cho twong nhw vay ma lam. »

Ba Hoi-ddng ngoi Lin thinh khong noi chi nira duoe, lhdy

Bing ciing ngéi ngo lén trén b ma suy nghi mot hoi roi
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day lai ma noi riang: « Thwa ba, vi toi nuoi hai dira no da
ba bon nim nay, ma t6i lai ¢6 cong day do chiing no nhiéu
nén toi tricu mén yéu thwong, khong danh giao ching no
lai cho ba dwge. Toi ma gianh chiung no day, la vi t6i muon
day thém ching no cho biet ro the thai nhon tinh, mudn
cho ching no ném da mui doi min lac ma thoi, cho 16i
chang ¢6 ¥ ndo khac. Nhung ma toi nghi lai thiing Puge
no lia con trai, 16i nuoi no diing day do no thiphai roi, cho
con con Lién no la con gai, 10i kho ma day do né theo nhuw
v 16i mudn duwge. Vay thoi dé toi cho ba con Lién cho ba
nuoi diing ba day do gitim cho no ¢6 ntr hanh biét nir cong,
con thiing Puge thi xin ba dé cho né theo toi ding toi day
no bi¢t nam nhi khi phach. »

Thiay Pang noi diel 1oi lién bicu thang Puoe lay hoa-li
dwa ¢ho thiy roi thiy mo ra lira quin 4o ctia con Lién thay
ho ra ngoai va dé lai cho no mol cay don tranh, con bao
nhiéu thi thay goi lai réi bicu thang Puwoe xach ma di voi
thiitv, Thang Dwoc thay minh phai phan cach con Lién thi
trong long chang vui ma ching day qua thay thiang Phong
nam khoe thi lai cang buén hon nira, nén nwde mal tuon
dim-dé. Ba Hoi-dong thily vay cang dong long thuwong, song
ba gwong gao lay ra d0 déng bac dua cho thidy Dang v xin
thiy dem theo ma lam phi 1o. Thiy Dang tir hoai khong
chiu 14y bae dy, thiy noithiy dé con Lién o lai ay la thav
cay ba nuoi dudong, day do giim, chd khong phai thiy ban
ma lay bac; hudong chi thiv da tho cua thiy thong Sy 10
dong hae 1a bae etia ba, thity chwra ¢6 ticn ma tra lai, thiy
daun dam lay thém bac cua ba nira.

Ba Hoi-dong theo nai ni hodi, noi rang 50 dong hac nay
la bace ba cho thing Puwge chd ba khong dam cho thiy, ntu
thiy khong chiu linh thi ba 4i ngai trong long, ba khong
dam lanh con Lién ma nuoi dudng. Ba noi hét 1oi, thiiy
thiy viay mdi lay 5 dong cho ba httt hém nghi ma thoi. Thay
Dang dirng dav tier ba Hoi-dong ma 1én bo va khuvén con
Lien ¢ lai cho ba dav do, thi ba dira nho déu khoe rong
lén nghe rat tham thiét. Ba Hoi-dong thay tinh canh nhuw
vay giol luv cung kho cam, con thdy Bang tuy be ngoai
ching to ddu budn, song bé trong thiv ciing dau long
xot da.
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Thiy Dang dice thing Duwge 1én cho Mytho roi lim dén

nha_quen ma ta tae. Thiy bi & trong chén lao ti lrot mot
thing truong an udng thit thwong nén thiy trong minh
khong dwoe manh; ma vira ra khoi kham thi lién phai ngoi

xe hoi lén Vinh-long roi di tau ma xudng My-tho nira, hoi
vay thiy met dudi. Dém ay thiy nga dau tai nha thiy Sung,
lam vi¢e Trang-sw, thithiy nong lanh nam mé-mang khong

bitt chi hél, ¢con thang Buge mot la nhd con Lién, hai la

lide khong duwge theo ba Hoi-dong nén niim tein-tro hoai
khong ngu duwoe. | |

Rang ngay thay Dang rang di ra che kiém tiem thude
khach-trit vo ma ciin thiy coi mach hot thude dem vé siic
ubng. Lue thiy ra di thi thiang Dugc 1én chay sudng dudi
diun cdu quiy dom coi ghe ba Hoi-dong con dau do hay
khong. No thity khong c¢o ghe ddau do nira moi lin buwde
tré vé, ngodi mit buon xo trong long nhw dao cat.

Thiy Pang udng bon nim thang thude thi hét nong lanh
ntra, nhung ma trong minh ¢on mét moi, lay chon bai
hodi, lai dan com khong biel ngon. Thiay muon ¢ dau it
ngay ding dudng binh, song thay vo thiay Sung khong duge
vui, chong ¢6 ¢ nha thi binh an, hé chong xich di di lam
vice thi min chuwdi chd meo, la rviy toi 16 om som, thiy
nim nghi khong duye, nén thay tir gia réi die thing Puoe
ra di, tinh Ién Saigon Kkitm thiy gido Hai, 14 ban thiél cia
minh ngay xwa, ding goi thing Duoce cho né & ma di hoe
con minh thi di day don kidm tién may #o quin, mua sich
vor cho no. Ra d&n nha gidy xe lira thiy nhd swe thiy co
quen voi mot thay Hoi-dong. o Bén-lire, kKhi trode ¢6 hiva
sinp von cho thiy lam dn, mia tr dy dén nay thiy khong
nghe tin tre, nén linh ghé lai do trwde vidng tham san o
dau it ngay ma dwong binh, chd trong minh chwa thi¢l
manh, néu Ién Saigon thi o dau nha ndo cting c¢hat hep,
khong thong tha dwoe. Thiy tinh nhwe viy nén mua giay
di Beén-lire.

Ne Ilra leén toi Bén-lire da hon 3 giar chiéu. Thiy voi
thang Duve xach do di vo nha thiy Hoi-dong. Bude vo nha
thily ¢o ban the tang thi trong long thiy da nghi roi ;
chirng vo thiy Hoi-dong ra ¢hao hoi réi noi chong da ly
teiin cach ba thang triede thi thiay chung hing. Thdy hoi
tham réi nam nghi; dén chicu v thiy Hoi-dong don com

#
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cho thily din, réi thiv nghi nhia ngudoi la goa chdng, minh
quen la quen vai chong chd khéng quen voi vo, ndn o day
thi chiing tién, nén thiy tinh don chuy&n xe lra chot ma
Ién Saigon. Thiy tir gid ra di, gin &7 nha gidv thi nghe
5 1 A , P, i # Wy x e &
xe lira sip-lé roi chav rdam rim. Thiy voi thing Puwoce 1l
dat chay, ma chay Lhtfun;, kip, ra toi1 nha gidy thi xe da
chay mat. |
Thf.w Dang dé lmn li xuong dat dong ma suy nghi, néu

Ly lai xin o d.m mot dém Hu len{., licn, ma néu di bo thi
duong thiet xa. Thiy nho dém tw 14 dém-11 ¢o ll;m;__,, i

thity coi trai thi teéri trong mat mé lam, nén thiv moi nhirl

dinh xéch d6 di bo lén Cholon. Lén toi Go- den thi troi da

toi, phia troi dong tring moc do lom, noi xom bhac dén
chong leo-1ét. Thing Puge di triede thiy di theo sau, hai

bin dwdng nghe uéch-oal titng ¢ch kéu, thiy so thiing Duge

buon, thiy mai kitm nhitrng chuvén khon dai & doi ma

day bio.

Di giin hét canh hai lén mdi toi An-lac. Trén (rod may
den van vii che an miit triing hét t6 nhw hoi diu hom.
Thiay Pang bén noi ring : « Pi rift di con, (roi chuyeén
mua, di ri¢t Ién Cho-gao nhu ¢6 mura thi minh kidm cho
ma due. » Thiy tro di con hon ba ngan thude ntra moi Lo

Che-gao, thinh linh troi dong mua gap toi, di khong kip.

Riii khie duwong ay lai khong ed nha ai hét nén phai dim
mua ma di. Tth Pang xiin do xin gtmn roi giwong di
biéu thing Puwoc di mot bén thiy ma niup mua. Troi di
mwa ma lai dong lon nén tac wot hétl. Thing Puooce nghi
nip dit khong ich gi, nén liéu minh dim mura, dé cho thily
diung tron cay du hoidc may thiay khoi wot.

Lén i nha gidy xe-lira Cho-gao [lﬁ} tro Tanh quicu lay
qui¢u_chon, nén die nhau vo nha gidy vil so 40 quin roi
ngoi dua vach twong ma nghi. Trod cling con muwa lon o
ao nhw cim tin ma do, da vayv ma lai sim chop van tai,

gi6 dong lanh mudn dirt ruol. Thing Puge ngdi rung tay

chon lap cap, miéng dianh bo-cap, lin thinh mot hoi roi
tim thin bét dinh, nim ngoéo diiu ma ngn, khong bidt viée
chi nira heét. No khong biet ngii dwoge bao lau, song chirng
tinh giic md mit ra thi thdly minh nim trén mot cai
giwong nho bing sat, chung quanh c¢6 hon hai chuc cai
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girdng nira, moi cai déu c6 mot ngwdi niim, va ngudi ndo
ciing'déu miic quiin 4o triing hét thiay. No chdng tay ngoc
diu ngoi day ngoé quanh qudt thi ai ndy déu nim ngi hél,
maot lat nghe diau nily ho so-s0, roi mot lat nghe diu no
rén hi-hi. No khong bi€t vi ¢6 ndo ma no lai lot vdo mot
cho gi di ky 1dm viy, ngdé tir huwdong thi thily 4 tim vach
twong tring toat, hai diu lai c6 treo hai ngon deén sing
trirng. Trong bung no hoi hop, minh né nong hoi, ma diu
no lai niing triéu tricu. No khat nude hét sire, song khong
biet nude dau ma udng.

Thing Buwoc ngo dao-dat mot hoi roi phat so nén lat dat
nam xudng. N6 nhé lai thi 1a né di voi thiy no, gitia
duong gdp muwa lanh qui€u, vao nha gidy xe ltra ma due
ma sao thiy né dau mét di, con sao no lai lot vao chd nio
nhw viy. No néim suy nghi hoai cho dén sang ; mily nguoi
nim gin noé thire day ké hat thude nguwdi noi chuyén,

(Cudn thir nhi s¢ tiép theo).
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Ngudi doi eo hai con mat, efing nhw Troi ¢d mift-nhyt vi
Comiéit-nguyeét, soi khiip muon loai, tir hang cin ngo hém chi
néo rong dong hoang, ntu rii mit-nhyt mit-nguye¢t bi may
ang mo toi thi gio mwa sim sét phat hién ra lién, con
ngwdi doi rui hai con mat ma hw réi thi te khi that tinh
ciing do do ma sanh hiqi.

& a 4 o » y W % y .
Trong ngu-quang ¢o6 cap con mal la chioa-té than-nguoi,
- . " -t e, . . . L o 1 i
i vi no’ rat can ich nén ai cing phai gioe gin ky cang nhu ngoc
L1 £l " .'\ 5 ¥ '*l # 5 v p [
" ngi chau bau ma khong dam dé co i ¢o vil. “

e Khong ein noi chwr ton ciing bidt vat chi mén chi ma
b ~ nguoi doi tung ticu qui trong thi lai hay hwe hay bé, hay mé
hay khon, nhw edp con mat ciia minh ciing niiy sanh lam
chirng binh. Ma nhirt la miy niim gin diay sO nguoi dau con
miit tinh toi triim ngan chd khong phai it oi ¢hi, ma thay
‘* Hiude con mil cing ¢o nhicu thay that la tinh-thong lim do.

3 Hom chiaa-nhuet tudin roi, toi ¢o6 mot nguwoi ban dau con

a miit, nghe don thiy QUACH-VAN-THUA & duong Chasse-

| | loup-Laubat s6 172, ¢6 bi¢t tai vé ngh¢ cho thude con miit

; nén cay toi din dén edu thiy chua giom. Hai anh em tci

RS den nha, thiay tiép dai rdt an cin vui ve, sau khi xem binh

 £3 vi diém thude eho ban toi, san dip 10i mdi hoi thim thay
3 vé sir chira binh dau con mit.

e ‘“Thay cuoi roi lay trao cho 1ol mot cuon album lon ehira
| 4ic rong nhitng tho goi Lo ta on, 161 coi ky chang nhirng la
- ~ ctia nguoi Annam, ma ¢6 ca cua ong Tay ba dim, chan
- nhirng la cua ngudi Luc-tinh, Saigon, ma ¢o ca cua ngud
Trung-ky, Cao-mién moi la.

i

ﬂ-‘-
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e, Coi hét cudn album, thiy lai trao cho oi xem thém may

chyc cai biing cilp ctia qui ong qui thiy nho nguwdai chira

£ 8 binh néen @i on goi ting, ehd vidt siie sio, loi eong tung
| vh pangy 101 xem ral 1y lan kinh ngae 1m,

L




= i L g e ——

o¢¢o¢o¢o¢¢¢++¢o¢¢¢¢¢¢¢t+¢¢o¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢o

B&i vi 1au nay t6i nghe ti€ng ché chuwa c6 duvén gi gap
g, nay trurde mat thaly gidy to khen, thuSe men séin, méi
ro 1ieng don khong sai, nén 16i ngd ban t6i ma néi : Ban
Ichoi lo mu, lo dui ehi niva !

Ma that, ban t6i nho thiy QUACH-VAN-THIUTA siin soc
trong ba bita cap con mat manh lién, nay sin dip 16i in
bon tiéu-thuy@t ndy, ban 16i cay dé vai hang ta on thiy va
cho trong Luc-chau chwr quan-tir ai ¢6 rii dau con miil
nén lim dén thiy sé dwgce ti#p dai theo phép lich s An-
nam, ma lai econ mau lanh mau manh hon hét. Cho co
lam ke dung-y, thily tién bé duc loi nao mang chi dé hoa
cho déng-bao, ciing thude ciing men, ciing 1& ciing cay,
nhung rot cude thi tien mét tat con, ma ¢d6 khi phai chiu
tat tron doi lav lam dau déom qua.

HO-VAN-HIEN
Tro-bit B. P. T. B.
SAIGON

Les meilleurs articles

aux meilleurs marchés

NOUVERUTES

COIFFEUR

Les bons soins

aux mains de bons ouvriers
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| Allo! Perfectaphone! Opera!

May hat hicu Allo, Perfectaphone, Opéra, lom nho, mie re, du
thir, hit kim va xedn ctng dirge, bén Tay méi goi qua nhién lim.
Co ban dia hat Cai-luong, hit bd va hat Quing hat Ticu, Bong ho
Carillon Westminster du thir dep K, dén 1o dang chin da hay
{: can thach ching thidu chi, dong hé triai quit, dong ho deo tay :}-
3 lich lim. Giay non thir ndo ciing tot, ao chemise, col, eravate, vi ¢
vaor di man du kién, ngwedi kho the ndo enng déu ung bung.
Béan buon gia ré, chao mdoi vui vé, xin maoi qui ong qui ba
trircve ghé xem hing san mua giﬁp ban ddng bang bén virng
chon thirong trirdrng chiang toi 1ay Lo tham cim.

PHAN-THANH-BIEN

s0 2 dirdrng Viénol
giay pho Cha ban vai ngan Chomdi, Saigon.

e = e
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MAISON pu COTINAT

13, Bd Charner Saigon
PHAM-VAN-HIEN, PROPRIETAIRE

Succursales : (Gido-Yen 106, Bd Bonnard Saiqon
Petite Nam-kv 11, Rue Vannier Saigon

Ca thiay déu ban di cic hang bén Tiy, nhirng la
non Casques, non ni, 4o chemises, cravates, var, giay.
Mon nao cing dia thie. Con nhi¢u thir hang khic
d¢ cho dam cudi, dé chung trong nha diung duaoi
bép, phong khich, phong ngt v. v.

Xin dén xem maoi ro.
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HUYNH-HUE-KY, Propriétaire
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4 N 78 a 80, Boulevard Charner
l el Annexe N 9 a 1), rue Carabel'i.
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En‘icrement remis a neaf — Chambres I{.“a plus

-

,.
ji- conforlables spacieuses el bien entrelenucs.
E 3 Les chambres du rez-lec-chaussée conviennent
admirablement aux familles qui y trouvent luxe et
confort. Avis aux compalrs ﬂtesdclmlcrmu: de pas-
sage 4 Salgon,
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Kinh cio eding AGng bang ddog ro: Loe-Tinh-Khiach-1 Jiu hm. Lin nay ein M, Triiie-

*
quang-Nghiém nay i sang cho 16i 14 M. Nguyén-minh-Ngoc dit Chin-Tng, Wr thing
Aotit cho 4&n nay t6i tu bo sira sang lgi cho tinh khidt vide treng phomg dau a6 da

WWO*M

hoiin todn. Con trong phong bai :'Ii‘ll dé sai kKhifn cho vira ldng qui khach,

Con ban nt.,m thi ¢o chasseur gat, ban dém lai.cod hach gardien gal.

'ln. vity vice trong phong dau do 16i da Hi'i addl yén rdl, ¢on nhoe qui dng o qui [][‘h dai
co xe hol, mudn 48 Lai phur‘r thi cting ed ehd d€, con nhar ]lll.lnu thong tha nia 1o ¢
Garage ricng, mol ecai xe mGt cin, chia khoa mvinh e ik, khdi lo n, trga ehi ehi xe, u
i ehi Garage 11"1 o 1en .

Vay ngay nay Lai 4a sira sang tong ngodi cho virn ¥ qui kKhdch, nay 160 kinh thinh
qui 6ng enng qui thdy sin djp :1: Saigon ghs lai phong 16f ma nghi mdt K coi ¢d y
nlor m?{}' Iivl tHi noi trén iy kKhdong.

Viiy t6i 1y Liim thim cam trong g -chiu ¢6 1ong gitip cho dong bang ding mau 1in
b, 16i 18y Hum ddi on vo eding.

Chit nhon kinh thinh

Lycorixt kpdondy
2 ' Napegny Higon
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moi nim thi diu biing ciip So-hoe Phap-Viét déu diing thing so
luon ludn. Phy, huynh cua hoe sanh dd ¢o hoe noi trudng ong
thay déu nhan qua nhuw vay.

Qui Ong, qui thiy ¢6 con, em ma g&i gim cho ong thi chie sao
cting s¢ dang vui long vi ong ril nén sl sin cdn lo trong viée
day do. '

l Ong Nguya3n-van-Hau 14 ngudico lam viée trong Ly gido-huin I

hon mudoi nim nén di thong thudce cich thire day do tré em
cho mau tan phat. T ngay ong lanh cai quan truedng ** Inlernal
primaire de Gar¢ons " 80 51 dwdng Dariés, Dakao, thi hoc sanh

NGUYEN-HOA-LIEN

Dién chii, Long-ruyén.

(= P ot ()
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NGO CUNG CHI EM

Ban hiéu khai trirong téi nay gin sdu thiang trwrong, nhé long chi
em hué ¢d, gin xa lui tod dip-diéu, gitip cho bon-hi¢u cude thurong-
trirdrng diing thanh-phat, vay em xin kinh miy hing cim ta on siu
cua chi em vi xin thwa eting chi em it dén:

Bon hiéu mua ban dn thir hing, lua, v nhur ticm Bombay ; su mua
bian cua boén-hiéu thi nguvén gitr mot long thanh-thiét ma ddi dai
ciing chi em, mua bdan thal tha tiép rude vui ve.

Cai xin chi em vi tinh déng chiung, vi nghia dong-bio, ¢o cin ding
mon ehi xin vui long daéd got dén bon hiéu ma mua, trirdre gitp nhau
lam nghia, sau khoi di tdi m.n ticm cua khach ['I”:-Iml -bang cho no
khi thi danh dip e¢hi em miuh.

§ Chi em 6i! Vi nghia dong biao !
e
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Mme NGUYEN - BUG- NHUAN
Bin hang : lua, linh nhiéu.
O s8 142, dirorng CATINAT Lé bén liéem Bombay,

TGO TN
(11 ihhﬂl.
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QUI ONG QUI BA,

Mu&n ban cho chie, xin mua LUA-LEO.
Muén iin cho ngon, xin diing hainh QUAC-NU?

TAI TIEM THQ DET
ATT TISSEUR

TIEM.BAN HANG GIE KIEM THOT
SAIGON. — 82, dang Bonnard, 82. — SAIGON
Co ban dii: Saten bong va théu, Cim nhung, Nhiéu,
Lanh tay, Tussor tring.

KINH TRINH DONG-BANG,
Toi mai bay dét ra mot thir lua mdéi 16 ding may do so-mi vit bi
ja-ma, cling 1d may d6 mat, ban 161 Eun,

Thir lua niy kén 14 « LUA-LEO » chiing kém gi cde thir lua va lue.
soan Tau, Nhirt-bon v Bom-bay ; lai ¢6 phin t6t hon nhiéu Em, vi
theo nhir tdi di diing thir thir LUA-LEO niiy da chiic chin bén bi lai
min-min, dang bian may nam trweirng, giit-diém cha-lét cich njo cling
khong nao-niin. i

ﬁ:y vay toi kinh xin dong-bang vi nhau biv ho biéng LUA-LEO ra
giitm cho ¢o bae anh em trong xir véu dang, vi sanh trong céac thir
lua, khong thir nao gia ré mi lai to1 bing no.

Rot dav 10§ efing xin ¢ bifie anh em niém tinh dong-chung ra tay
viia ginnp mot eira hivng Annam, thi¢t tay ngwod Annam ngoi dét.

Mong nhd linh e¢d bice anh em goi diin mua, t6i kinh xin ed bde
anh em ddng ehiing, nham v tit long thinh that.

Nguyén-khée-Trwong
Tot-nghicp trurdong théu va dét thanh LYON,
Tay sing lao nhi Déf LE-PHAT-VINH
CAU-KHO,

——

Tiém to6i co trir binh Quiie-Nir ctia ¢d Nguyvén-thi-Thin, & dwong
Larevniére sO 13,
- » 5 " “§ L8 & % . .
Banh nily €6 vo hop theo cich Au-My, d¢ lau dwoe, mii thom, lai
khong pha bung.
Lie tin gia, tdn quan, tin hon, vin vin, qui éng qui ba cling nén
mua nidm ba dong hoie nam ba hdp dem ra dai khaeh thi khong co
chi qui biing, vi 12 46 ndi hoa, rong etia tay gai nha Nam lim ra.



VAN-UNG-NHETHEN-DAU

Dﬂu nih von ciin Y-sanh Vi-Té-Sanh di diy cong tim kiém cac

; thtt thude noi cic Danh-san, dem vé bin thin ché luyén niu ra Ki-

llf&ng. thi¢t no co sire dudi phong, ngyr hin, tan nhiét cong hiéu

Ml ’Eelﬁn bitt ciu noi chirng ngoai khoa thiy déu linh nhiém, cic ong

| ¢6 mua thi xin phii nhin cho ky cai nhan hi¢u ong Phat-map cua

JHil,?-lll NHI-THIES-DUONG thi mod khoi K 4o gid.

I Chu tri edc chirng ké ra sau niy

- 10 Bon mua ciam mao, nghet mii nhire diua, tav chun bid hobi, tring

thir trang him edm nhidim khi die, trong udng ngoai thoa, thiy déu
diung dwere, % :

2¢ Trao Lrge, dau bung dn udng khiong liéu, sinh huuh o chua, long

nhu lra d6t, trong rudt quun dau, ngodi thoa trong udng, thay déu
dung duge.

{ 3 Bam lén chian nghet bat tinh nKon s, hivm rang ngam etng, Lire

thi phﬁi diing diu nily ma thoa noi p]ﬂu trong moi, va thoa luon noi

m.'?mg tang, thoa duwdi ¢6 hai bén cudng hong, phii thoa cho thuong
~ thi tinh lai lign.

]; 40 o hen kho khé, diam 1én chan nﬂfh{i hoi thd khong duaee thong,

< i phﬂi By i mia thoa nor cuong hong va trirdre ngue cho thirdrng,
ai phai nheu chirng 10 giol diu niy vio mol chén nwde so6i mi uong
Cthi thily hi¢u nghicm.

50 Birn bi niim bép ma hay xay siim, hoide nhire diin dau bhung thi
phai [ay diiu niy ma thoa 2 hén mang lang, trén ngwee, dwdd bung,
roi ciing coi theo cach noi trén diay ma uong thi thiay sy hay. Hoge
ltic co thai ma ding thwedng diu ndy thi lai cing (61 L.

60 Con nil mia bi kinh phong mira ia, ngay dém la khoe, hoge hay
O¢ stra, trong rudl ¢o phony, ngodai thoa trong udng hicu nghi¢m nhuw

hiin.

7 i L dad sonmg md miea, hié biét ma dung diiu ndiy thi ac 14 an
nhi¢n vo sir.

T L

8 Hoae bi ddu phong dau nhiee, hodie bi phong thap tay chon nhire
moi, hoiie bi pvhu:.n-Ir hoa ma dau ring, phii dang thie diu ndy ma
thoa xac¢ noi miy cho dau thi ae hél lien.

90 Nhirng 14 vo danh thing doce, ciac thir ghé chae, con nil bi thai
doc mi sanh gheé ngira ngiy ¢it minh, hoiie bi muBi ¢in, hoiic bi siu
Xuong ; ew ding diu niay ma thoa thi thity hicu nghicm.

g T R R A S e 0526 .
CACH DUNG:

ma udny, /o

Ngudi 1on moi Kin e nam giot (& muedd giol, con nit, moi Bip thie
lr mot giot dén nam giol, phii pha voi nwde tra hay 1 mﬂn;g"a K"
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