
 













 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ana Mayra Irizarry-Vaughan was born in Ponce, Puerto Rico.  

Daughter of an excellent and dedicated educator of more than 

thirty-five years, Mayra decided she wanted to follow her mother’s 

path since she was six years old.  She graduated Suma Cum Laude 

and Valedictorian of the second largest public high school on the 

island of Puerto Rico, Ponce High School.  Mrs. Irizarry has a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Science with Mathematics – Magna Cum Laude 

– from the University of Puerto Rico and she completed her 

coursework for her Masters in Pure Mathematics.  She started 

teaching as a graduate student in 1976. 

Mrs. Irizarry taught her first seven years of mathematics at the 

University of Puerto Rico.  Her teaching at the College Level was not 

totally fulfilling and felt something was missing.  Mayra then taught 

students from seventh to twelve grades in a private school, Colegio 

San Ignacio de Loyola for two years.   

Beginning in 1985, Mayra satisfied her curiosity of exploring the 

human resources field by taking employment with Kelly Temporary 

Services.  For seven years, the last three of which were as a Branch 

Manager.  While performing this business field job, Mayra was 

recognized by the Puerto Rico Manufacturers Association Service as 

Sector Manager of the Year in 1990.  The non- profit organization, 

Puerto Rico 2000, took notice of Mayra’s abilities and made her their 

Operational Director in 1992.   



 

During these years from 1985 through 1994, Mayra maintained her 

educational-connection as an Adjunct Professor at the Universidad 

Metropolitana de Puerto Rico.  Mayra did not want to lose her 

connection with education. 

In 1994, Mrs. Irizarry moved to the United States for the first 

time due her husband’s job relocation.  She would never forget this 

very important time in her life.  In the United States, Mayra was 

offered and accepted the branch manager position by Kelly Services 

in Beverly Hills, California.   

However, while moving into her new condominium in Pasadena, she 

met a school principal. This principal was excited when she discovered 

Mayra was a bilingual Math teacher – she desperately needed such 

a teacher for her school.  Mrs. Irizarry made the most wonderful 

decision in her career – she returned to full-time teaching in a high 

school setting. 

Marshall High School in Pasadena was a low performing school with a 

very difficult population, many challenges, low income families very 

high in Hispanic and African-American students.  The composition of 

that school was very similar to her current school, Freedom High 

School.   

The first four months were very difficult.  Mayra was adjusting to 

a new country with very different schools than Puerto Rico.  In the 

beginning, being new to a near-total English-speaking environment, 



 

Mrs. Irizarry found it difficult understanding her students spoken-

words.  However, her reassuring, big smile, and the language of math 

won-over the students – and their parents.  The language was a huge 

barrier but Mayra was able to successfully overcome this by working 

hard, being very patient, and giving her students lots of love.    

Mrs. Irizarry taught ESOL Algebra I students.  Many of these 

students themselves had just arrived to the United States and could 

not even write their names.  Mrs. Irizarry visited their homes, 

tutored after school, and most of all made these students feel 

anything is possible if they worked hard.  Mrs. Irizarry’s return to 

teaching in California and the opportunity to teach multi-cultural 

students made her realize why she always wanted to be a teacher.  

Teaching all kinds of students, from different cultures and 

backgrounds and at differing levels of mathematical knowledge is her 

passion.  

In her fourth year in Pasadena, Mrs. Irizarry was nominated by her 

peers and voted Teacher of the Year of her school and competed 

for Teacher of Excellence for the District of Pasadena.  Mrs. 

Irizarry won the 1997 Pasadena School District Teacher of the Year.  

The Pasadena School district recognized all her work with students 

and families that migrated to California and could not read or write. 

After these four years, in 1997, Mrs. Irizarry was on the move 

again.  This time her husband was transferred to Fort Lauderdale, 



 

Florida.  For five years in her first high school, Mayra taught a 

range of classes.  The classes included Algebra I for seniors that 

had never been able to pass before up to AP Calculus.  Then in 2002, 

she had the opportunity to help open a new high school, Cypress Bay 

High School.  Together with another Math teacher, Mayra had a 

vision of the perfect math department.  She started working on the 

development of an Advanced Math Program.  She started with eight 

students in AP Calculus in 2002.  By 2008, the program was at 258 

students taking AP Calculus with a 100% passing rate each year.   

In 2006, the College Board named Cypress Bay the top school in the 

Nation with the highest number of Latinos passing the AP Calculus 

BC Exam.  Of course, Mrs. Irizarry did not see this dream come 

true without help.  As math co-department head, she worked with 

an aligned math curriculum and provided professional development for 

creating an organized and effective teaching-team.  

This accomplishment also included obtaining both parent and student 

commitment to the possibility of passing the exam with a high score.  

Not only did she have a 100%-passing record on the AP Calculus 

Exam, she had more than 85% of her students attain a score of “5” 

on the test.   

Because of her success at Cypress Bay, in 2007, the College Board 

President invited Mrs. Irizarry to be part of a panel at the press 

conference of the AP Report to the Nation.  Mayra was recognized 



 

as a “College Board Expert”.   

At Cypress Bay, Mrs. Irizarry coached Mu-Alpha Theta Math 

Calculus teams and brought her teams to State of Florida Math 

competitions where Cypress Bay typically placed first and second – 

at National competitions, teams placed second and third.  This 

success at Cypress Bay brought Mrs. Irizarry many awards, including 

Broward County Council of Teachers of Mathematics (BCCTM) 

Teacher of the Year in 2005 & Sunshine States Scholars 

Mathematics Outstanding Teacher in 2006 and 2007. 

While teaching at Cypress Bay, Mrs. Irizarry was asked to share 

her success in the classroom with other teachers in Broward County.  

Mayra became the County Professional Development trainer every 

summer and twice during the year.   

In 2004, Mrs. Irizarry was invited by the College Board to be a 

consultant.  This invitation has given Mrs. Irizarry opportunities for 

participating in multiple “training-the-trainer” workshops for Pre-AP 

Mathematics and AP Calculus.  Mrs. Irizarry facilitates workshops 

for middle and high school teachers all around the Nation.  She also 

facilitates one-week institutes for STEM initiatives and AP Calculus. 

Mrs. Irizarry also found the time to be an Adjunct Professor at 

Broward Community College teaching mathematics courses.  She co-

founded the M&M Math Camp along with another award-winning 

Cypress Bay mathematics teacher and during two summers, taught 



 

mathematics to Broward County elementary and middle scholars 

during these 3-week summer-time math instruction camps. 

In 2008, Mrs. Irizarry relocated to Woodbridge, Virginia.  Mayra 

had a few choices for schools from Fairfax County and Prince William 

County.  After a few interviews in different schools, she knew 

Freedom High School was the place where she was needed most.  

Mrs. Irizarry chose Freedom because she saw the student-need of 

this school.  Freedom’s student population is about 46% Hispanic and 

46% African-American. The vast majority of the students are the 

first generation with a potential to on to College and their families 

have multiple needs.   

Mayra remembers Freedom’s AP Calculus Exam record prior to her 

arrival of no students passing the exam.  Helping the Math 

Department, the ESOL students in Math, and the AP Program became 

her challenge.  Now, through her efforts, Freedom is offering both 

AP Calculus AB and BC.  On average, about 75% of the students are 

passing the AP Calculus Exam each year.  Mayra has taught from 

the lowest level math course, Algebra I part I, for ESOL students 

to Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus AB and BC. 

Now after five years at Freedom and with Mrs. Irizarry’s help, the 

school has a good foundation for math success and an AP Program.  

She has helped her co-workers with teaching strategies and provided 

ideas for scheduling ESOL students in Math.  She taught Algebra I-



 

Part I for ESOL students for four years where most of the students 

are level I.  Some Freedom ESOL-students have never been in school 

while others may have only second-grade level learning.  Lots of love, 

patience, and teaching-strategy is required for teaching these 

students to count or even learn Algebra.  Many of them are now 

seniors taking Algebra 2.  Mrs. Irizarry is so proud to see their 

success! 

Mrs. Irizarry became Math Department Chair at Freedom starting 

with the 2011-2012 school year and has implemented horizontal and 

vertical alignment between the math courses.  Department teachers 

are working effectively in Professional Learning Communities and 

sharing best practices.  Mrs. Irizarry brings her expertise as a 

College Board consultant to help her teachers become better 

teachers.  Freedom’s SOL results were at the bottom when compared 

to the other high schools.  Last year, Freedom’s Math SOL 

achievements were in the County top five. 

Freedom has been a challenge, but the best experience in Mrs. 

Irizarry’s career.  Mrs. Irizarry’s enthusiasm, energy, initiatives, 

and genuine concern for students and their families has been making 

a big difference at Freedom High School.  Mrs. Irizarry’s own life 

has been impacted and enriched by these unique experiences both 

personally and professionally.  Her interactions and daily contact 

with students has enriched her life in many ways.  The students and 

the families are Mrs. Irizarry’s most valuable assets because they 



 

have taught her about life.  Mayra has expanded her knowledge and 

enjoyment of the similarities and differences of human needs.   

As a life learner, Mrs. Irizarry learns every day from her students, 

colleagues, and the challenges of being part of the leadership team 

of the school.  Mrs. Irizarry is a proud, dedicated, and passionate 

educator of all she encounters. 

  



 

 
 

 

 



 

Mrs. Mayra Irizarry has received the following awards during her 

more than 30 years teaching career: 

 1997 Pasadena School District Teacher of Excellence 

 1997 Marshal Fundamental High School Teacher of the Year 

 2005 Cypress Bay High School Teacher of the Year 

 2005 Broward County Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

(BCCTM) Teacher of the Year 

 2005 Presidential Science and Mathematics Award Nominee 

 2005 Disney Hand Award Nominee 

 2006 Sunshine States Scholars Mathematics Outstanding 

Teacher 

 2007 Sunshine States Scholars Mathematics Outstanding 

Teacher 

 2008, named College Board Mathematics Expert and panel-

member for the President’s AP Report to the Nation News 

Conference  

 2011 Freedom High School Teacher of the Year 



 

 

 



 

Mrs. Irizarry is an award-winning teacher with over 30 years 

experience as a bilingual Mathematics Teacher focusing on a 

constructive, collaborative, and a student-centered classroom. 

Mrs. Irizarry has a BS in Mathematics – Magna Cum Laude – from 

the University of Puerto Rico and she completed her coursework for 

her Masters in Pure Mathematics. 

Over the years, Mrs. Irizarry has been a trainer and leader in 

numerous professional development activities including:   

 Reading & Writing across the Curriculum  

 California Limited English Proficient Students certification 

program  

 Clinical Educator training for mentoring new educators  

 Paideia Seminar trainer  

 CRISS Training for Innovative Teaching Techniques in the 

Classroom 

 NESS Liaison trainer  

 Cypress Bay High School New Educator Support System (NESS) 

liaison 



 

From 2003 to the present, Mrs. Irizarry is a trainer of teachers as 

a College Board Consultant conducting workshops for high and middle 

school teachers throughout the Nation in Mathematics topics such 

as: 

 Using Technology in Teaching Mathematics for the College Board 

 Vertical teaming strategies for aligning our curriculum with 

Middle Schools  

 Teaching Strategies on Advanced Placement Calculus AB and BC  

 Pre-AP Functions for the College Board 

 Pre-AP Algebraic Thinking for the College Board 

 Pre-AP Using Technology to Teach System of Equations for the 

College Board 

 Vertical Teaming STEM Summer Institute for the College Board 

 AP Summer Institute in AP Calculus AB for the Fairfax County 

School District (2010, 2011, and 2012) 

 AP Calculus Summer Institute for the Broward County School 

District (2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007)  

 National Paideia Conference presenter  

 National AP Conference Presenter for the College Board 



 

 Keynote Speaker; AP Symposium; for the Ouachita Parish (LA) 

School System 

 In-service Graphing Calculators training facilitator for the 

College Board 

 Best Math Practices facilitator at Freedom High School 

Mrs. Irizarry also facilitates student AP reviews Countywide.  These 

reviews are offered by the College Board while others by the County.  

In Virginia, they are organized by the Virginia Center for Advanced 

Studies (VASS).  Mrs. Irizarry has offered the following reviews: 

 Miami Dade County Schools (2003-2004) 

 Broward County Schools (2004-2008) 

 Virginia VASS (2011-2013) 

Mrs. Irizarry also participates in Professional Development as a 

student for learning new teaching strategies she can bring to the 

classroom.  The last few years in Virginia she has participated in: 

 Teaching: Modeling with Mathematics (Graduate Course) 

 Innovative Assessment Techniques 

 Assessments for Learning (CASL) 

 Leadership Conferences 



 

 Mathematical Literacy 

 Student Academic Progress 

 Excellence and Equity in Education 

 Teaching Statistics in Algebra I and Algebra II 

 Active Learning Strategies for Secondary Students 

 Algebra I Workshop   

Mrs. Irizarry participated in extensive training to be a College Board 

Consultant in 2003 and this process is continuous as the College Board 

wants to make sure their presenters are the best.  In 2009, Mrs. 

Irizarry participated in a College Board training to become a Mentor 

for other consultants.  At this moment, she mentors an AP Calculus 

teacher from North Carolina.  Mentors and mentees meet for a week 

every year in August for professional development.  Mentors and 

Mentees have discussions about teaching strategies, mathematical 

concepts, and best practices.  Mrs. Irizarry has mentored three 

consultants since 2009.  This is a two-year process with each 

mentee.  The process involves meetings over the phone for discussing 

coming up workshops and Mentor-Mentee observations for feedback 

and learning. 

Mrs. Irizarry has been selected as a College Board reader (grader) 

for this year’s (2013) AP Exam.  This means she will meet for seven 



 

days with more than 500 other readers from around the Nation for 

grading the 2013 AP Calculus Exam.  This is a very selective process, 

an honor, and the best professional development a teacher can 

receive.   

Mrs. Irizarry strongly believes to be an excellent educator, the 

teacher needs to be a life-learner, get involved with the school 

community, teach other teachers what you know, and volunteer for 

leading school improvement teams.  She strongly believes in 

developing other teachers as community leaders! 

  



 

 

 

 



 

My philosophy of teaching is based on three principles:  Student-

Centered classroom where student learning occurs by collaboration 

and discovery, High Expectations for all students, and Teach with 

Passion, Honesty, and Dedication. 

My mother and best friend passed away last year (2012).  She was 

my role model in life and my teacher in High School.  I remember 

all the days my mother sat down with me at home to follow up on my 

homework and at the same time she was always writing lesson plans 

and grading papers.  I remember her being so passionate about her 

teaching and her students.  She always talked positively about her 

students and the importance of the planning process.  I witnessed 

my mother preparing materials for activities and me helping her cut 

and glue materials.  She was an excellent Home Economics teacher.  

When I was in elementary school, I loved going to her school to visit.  

Her school, Ponce High School, is the second largest public school in 

Puerto Rico with a very difficult population.  When I became a 

student at Ponce High, I saw how much students loved my mother.  

In the 70’s, my mother used the most innovative teaching techniques, 

students were working in groups, and my mother was the facilitator.  

In my junior year, I was her student.  She was definitely my biggest 

inspiration for my teaching philosophy. 

THE STUDENT-CENTERED CLASSROOM WHERE STUDENT 

LEARNING OCCURS BY COLLABORATION AND DISCOVERY 



 

During my thirty-seven years of teaching, I have taught seventh 

grade Math, general Algebra I, Algebra I part I (for repeating 

seniors), ESOL Algebra I, Algebra 2, Algebra 2 Honors, Pre-

Calculus, Calculus Honors, and AP Calculus AB and BC.  No matter 

the subject or level of mathematics I am teaching, I believe in 

students owning their learning process.  

When activities are well planned ahead of time and are discovery-

based, students will respond positively.  My classroom is set up in 

teams of four from the first day of school. Students have different 

roles in their teams and teams are rotated every nine weeks.  Each 

team-member has a different responsibility and task.  They learn 

that sharing ideas with their team members is the number one 

priority and the success of the team depends on each team member 

contribution.  

What is the key for successful team activities?  The activities should 

be fun and meaningful to the students.  Many teachers make a huge 

mistake by using activities of situations students cannot relate to.  

Students these days are using technology all the time.  For this 

reason, I keep modifying my activities so we use technology during 

activities.  Students get excited and motivated about learning.  My 

role is to be a facilitator and to lecture only when students need it. 

This is what I mean by a student-centered classroom.  

This works like magic, especially for students where English is their 



 

second language.  At Freedom High School, we have a very high 

ESOL population at every level of mathematics. 

HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS 

All students learn in a different way.  An excellent teacher must be 

prepared to differentiate for all styles of learning.  My expectations 

for all my students, regardless of whether it is Algebra I-Part I or 

AP calculus AB or BC, are very high.  I believe if I set my 

expectations high, students will perform to those expectations.  I 

feel very upset when I hear some teachers say: “My students are 

very low so I cannot cover or teach the material.”  My opinion is 

students come to me with very different experiences from life and 

school.  It is my responsibility to learn who they are, their families, 

and background.  This information and constant communication with 

their families helps me understand better how each of them learns. 

From the very first day of school, my students know my expectations 

are very high from all of them.  I make them feel they can achieve 

high levels if they work hard.  I tell them my class is going to be a 

lot of work but a lot of fun and not hard.  I make them feel at ease 

and not afraid of making mistakes.  They will understand mistakes 

are part of the learning process.  Students know the process for 

solving a problem is more important than the answer.  The right 

answer to problems is a consequence of working hard and efficiently, 

effectively.  My students work bell to bell, they are fully engaged 



 

in learning mathematics because it is challenging, fun, and at the 

same time they feel they can do it! 

TEACH WITH PASSION, HONESTY, AND DEDICATION 

Students know when you are honest and teaching is coming from your 

heart.  Every day I receive my students at the door when they come 

in.  I want them to feel and understand how important they are to 

me.  My students say to me:  How come you are always so happy?  

They also say:  How come we never get free time on this class?  

They see my commitment for their education and future, during 

class, before and after school.  My students know my dedication is 

genuine and I love to be in school.  My ESOL Algebra I classes learn 

how to be organized and take notes.  I provide them with composition 

notebooks and teach them how to keep an organized notebook.   I 

teach them how to write mathematical justifications in complete 

sentences.  At the beginning, the ESOL students write in Spanish 

and other languages.  Eventually they start writing in English.  Some 

of them cannot even write in their own language and I teach them.  

All it takes is passion for education, time, and love.   

I also teach the advanced AP Calculus AB and BC courses.  These 

classes are also a huge challenge since almost all these students are 

the first generation with opportunities to go to College.  The most 

important component for these students to be successful is 

motivation.  I make them understand and believe learning Calculus 



 

and passing the AP Exam is possible.  If they pass the exam they 

can start College with Calculus credit, it can be two credits with AP 

Calculus BC.  I make my students come twice a week (each of the 

AP classes) after school for study sessions.  My students are all so 

good at coming after school for study sessions; they love the peanut 

butter and jelly sandwiches I always have for them.  On Fridays, we 

have pizza.  The month of April, they come to school every weekend 

to take mock exams and we have a question session afterward.  Some 

of them come to my house during Spring Break.  

When students see the dedication, hard work and honesty I put into 

my work, they do the same.  My students say I teach Puerto Rican 

Calculus!  They love my stories and analogies with bananas and SAY 

YES!  I teach them Math, but most of all, I teach them if they 

work hard, their dreams will come true! 

  



 

 

 

 



 

Mrs. Irizarry works closely with parents and family of her students 

for ensuring their academic success.  Freedom High School is a 

community of highly disadvantaged students and families.  For many 

of the students the only complete meal they eat during the day is 

lunch at school.  For this reason, Mrs. Irizarry gets involved with 

the community and her student’s needs as early as possible each 

academic year.   

Mrs. Irizarry started student-groups participating in County Math 

competitions in 2009.  Students from Geometry to Pre-Calculus 

volunteer to come after school and practice Math problems.  These 

students have never seen a competition in Math.  The first 

competition was in April of 2009 and the team won First Place!  

Students were so excited and realized all the talent they possessed.  

Mrs. Irizarry is the coach and the team competitions continue. 

In 2011, Mrs. Irizarry led a group of teachers in writing a half-

million grant for the AP Program at Freedom High School.  The 

Virginia Center for Advanced Studies and Strategies (VASS) is a 

non-profit organization working with the National Science Foundation 

(NSF) for helping motivate students for more rigorous academic 

course study.  Mrs. Irizarry believes working with the community 

and the middle schools feeding Freedom High School, more rigorous 

courses can be offered for all students giving them greater 

opportunity to go on to College.   



 

Freedom was awarded the VASS Grant for three years starting in 

August of 2012.  This grant brings professional development for 

teachers every summer, monetary incentives for students passing AP 

exams, and monetary incentives for their teachers.  As part of the 

grant, students meet with students from other schools for review 

sessions.  

During the Spring of 2012, the area was affected by flooding.  More 

than eighty families from Freedom High School lost everything, 

including their homes.  Mrs. Irizarry, together with two other 

teachers from the ESOL department, helped organize the collection 

of clothing, shoes, furniture, and money for the victims of the 

flooding.  More than $2000 was collected in gift certificates from 

area stores.  A formal dinner organized for the families where the 

gift certificates were distributed.  As a result, the families could 

obtain clothing, toys, and many other necessities.  The school 

cafeteria was decorated with candles and colorful table covers for 

making the families feel special. 

Mrs. Irizarry helps organize the Hispanic Heritage Month celebration 

together with the ESOL department.  She loves organizing the door-

decoration competitions where students can show their country-

history, a cultural fair, and the student Latino dance-night.  She 

involves the community on these celebrations. 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

One major educational issue concerning me as an educator is the lack 

of rigor and high expectations in today’s classroom.  Every State has 

some kind of Standardized Assessments for the main core subjects 

where students must show academic achievement.  Virginia has the 

Standards of Learning Testing (SOL) by subject.  Upon my moving 

to Virginia in 2008, the SOL in Mathematics was a very easy test.  

I was very disappointed seeing teachers teaching to the minimum 

standards so students could pass.  High expectations and teaching 

with rigor was not the norm. 

This year, Dr. Patricia L. Wright, Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, said: 

“Virginia's public schools are beginning a new trend line with the 

implementation of more challenging standards and assessments.  The 

goal is to build on the progress already made under the Standards 

of Learning program and ensure that all graduates possess the 

knowledge and skills needed for success in college and the workplace.”  

Last year, all Mathematics basic courses implemented a new SOL 

assessment.  Students need to show understanding of mathematics, 

not just memorizing.  Last year, the results statewide were very low 

especially in Algebra 1.  Schools that used to achieve 100% no longer 

had those results.  Even though the assessments are more rigorous, 

my concern is still the same.  The Virginia SOL assessments are 

course minimum knowledge assessments.  The focus of most schools 



 

is student’s performance in the SOL.  This situation creates pressure 

on most of the teachers and sacrifices the teaching rigor, fun 

activities, and high expectations.  We have many teachers teaching 

to the test, this means minimum requirements and not necessarily 

enough rigor. 

 I strongly believe in high expectations for all students and teaching 

with rigor regardless of the level or course.  My alternative to this 

educational issue consists of three main areas teachers should work 

on:  

TEACH THE CURRICULUM TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

It does not matter if we are teaching ESOL Algebra I or Pre-AP 

Math, our expectations must be high.  If we have high expectations 

from our students, they will perform at their highest potential.  I 

believe all students can learn, they just learn differently.  Lowering 

our expectations because of an SOL test is not acceptable.  I explain 

to the teachers in my department that if we teach the curriculum 

with high expectations, the students will perform well in the SOL as 

a consequence.  This is a complete reversal of the process the 

majority of the teachers these days are doing and at the same time 

is not something new.  All teachers should teach to the highest 

standard and not to the test. 

  



 

MAKE THE CURRICULUM RELEVANT AND FUN FOR THE 

STUDENTS 

Planning is an essential component for student-success.  Effective 

meaningful activities for students will help them develop interest in 

the topic, discover mathematical patterns, represent their concepts 

graphically, have fun, and most of all remember the new concepts.  

Full curriculum can be taught in a way all students get.  I do activities 

where students measure stacks of cups to be packed for a party.  

Students create their own story, collect data, discover a pattern 

(slope), write equations of a line, and graph the lines.  All of this in 

one activity of ninety minutes.  This activity involves reading, writing, 

mathematical observations, data collection, pattern discovery, the 

definition of a slope, and the equation of a line.  All students are 

expected to work through the activity and help each other.  My 

expectations are high and they know it.  My students are busy but 

they have fun! 

TEACH FROM YOUR HEART NOT JUST FROM YOUR HEAD 

Many of our teachers not only teach to the test, but do not have 

their heart in what they do.  Students know when you care about 

them.  My every-day goal is “Teach from your heart not just from 

your head.”  My passion, honesty, and love for my students works 

like magic.  Those days when I don’t put all my heart into what I 

am doing, I see a huge difference in my student’s reactions.  



 

Students appreciate and understand tough love.  I try my best to 

inspire other teachers to do the same. 

  



 

 

 
 

 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 1, 2013 
 
 
Hispanic Youth Foundation 
Attn: Celestino M. Beltran 
4801 Jennichelle Court 
Fairfax, VA 22032 
 
Dear Chair of the Selection Committee: 
 
It is with great pride that I write this letter of recommendation for Ana Mayra Irizarry-Vaughan as a 
candidate for the Hispanic Youth Foundation’s Hispanic Teacher of the Year.  I met Mayra during my 
first year as assistant principal at Freedom High School.  As I began my administrative tenure, I was 
assigned to supervise the Mathematics department of which Mayra was a staff member.   
 
During that first year I observed Mayra arduously working to address the needs of our higher level and 
entry-level ELL mathematics offerings by bringing with her vast knowledge and expertise in Professional 
Development to the department in order to address the needs of the department, but foremost, she is truly 
concerned about the importance of a solid mathematics foundation in a student’s educational 
development.  Within a year-and-a-half the need to address the leadership capacity came to be the 
necessary step to implement much needed innovation.   After an interview process it was no surprise that 
Mayra had the tools, heart and passion to serve as the department chairperson and be part of the 
principal’s Teacher Instructional Leader’s team.  This decision was well received by the department and 
as a result of Mayra’s progressive and aggressive style Freedom has continued its trend in improving its 
SOL results to the point in which Freedom’s math scores are now in the middle of the pack amongst 
Prince William County’s 11 high schools.  Mayra is a respected voice locally, in the state and within the 
CollegeBoard ranks as she continuously attends and facilitates workshops for in-county and out of county 
staff to provide research based strategies and best practices to enhance teacher techniques in teaching 
mathematics to diverse populations of students.  She considers herself an active English Language 
Learner; is sensitive to the cultural awareness needed to reach students; and, and is cognizant of the need 
to develop relationships within the lives of one’s students.  Most recently she has been asked to serve as a 
scorer for the AP Calculus exam and is frequently providing in-services via the CollegeBoard for other 
teachers. 
 
Mayra was instrumental working with a team of instructors who on behalf of Freedom High School wrote 
a request for the Virginia Advanced Study Strategies (VASS) Advanced Placement Grant to which we 
were the first high school with high diverse demographics granted such an award.  As a result, our Pre-AP 
and AP teachers are now benefitting from extensive training to help enhance our planning and delivery 
for higher student success.  Also the grant allows for the transportation of our AP students to Saturday 
seminars during various dates throughout the year in preparation for the May AP exams.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ms. Inez Bryant, Principal 
Mr. Darrin Lowry, Assistant Principal 

Mr. Richard Martínez, Assistant Principal 
Mr. Robert Schraml, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Carolyn Wedge, CENS Coordinator 

 



 
 
In the area of student learning the data speaks for itself.  Through innovative teaching which includes 
afterschool and weekend meeting dates with her students to re-enforce weak fundamental concepts, her 
students have been performing well in the AB and BC Calculus exams.  Also, her work with a then young 
ESOL new teacher in Algebra I Part 1 has inspired said teacher to pursue her mathematics certification so 
that she can continue employing the same ideals and methodologies to the students she now services as a 
self-contained Algebra I Part I teacher.  The two remain in constant communication with the shared desire 
of prepping the students for the wonderful world of math exploration.       
 
There are no shortcomings in Mayra.  She has served as a supervisor, department chair and instructional 
leader.  She can easily move into the administrative ranks, but truly enjoys being in the trenches with her 
students and exploring the world of numbers, variables and funny symbols. She does not say no when it 
comes to the students and vehemently supports administration. 
 
As was mentioned earlier, Mayra’s endeavors do not end in the building.  Several times in the year she 
participates in weekend or week-long staff development opportunities as a presenter for the 
CollegeBoard.  Beyond that, she is a devoted wife and family member who cherishes the moments with 
her husband and loved ones. 
 
In closing, Mayra has the demonstrated in every essence the traits of intellect, work ethic, moral compass 
and energy within her tenure at Freedom High School.  Furthermore, I am certain that these traits have 
permeated through her during her professional career and are why I support her nomination as Hispanic 
Teacher of the Year.  You will be proud in knowing that Ana Mayra Irizarry-Vaughan represents the 
principles of Hispanic Teacher of the Year.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Richard Martínez 
Assistant Principal 
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