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Japanese in Hongkong, Jan.iary to July, 1942,

Mrs A.J.Martin
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Japanese in Hongkong, Janiary to July, 1942,
- = w0 () O = = Mrs A.J.Martin
The Jocparese I met in Hongkong during the mo~ths my husband and
I were prisoners there were all Toreim GMice or Consular men and it
was thanks to the:r c¢2ze ard mmotection o we received the very special
treatment vie did, and vere uever ot o i h2 hands ol the AmMmy or
the Gendarnerie,
Censul (General in Ghungking
and sone Hoogsons on 8ick leave 1in November., 1941, where he
had ¢ yperation early in Deccaber, at the Queen Mary Hospival. He
was getting on exceliently vwell, but t.uc attack of the Japanesc of Hongko:
was [ollowed by a cannlete breckdown of most services; no food, no
medicines, a practical orcakdowiu iu so many dirzetions including morale,
hat chances for su -ival for any except the most fit and hardy were slig
and my husband died on thc 7th of 4Anri ., 1942.
During these months, from Jenuary until th: end of June, when I
was allowed to leave Hongkong on the repetriatioa ship, the Gripsholi,
with the repatriated fmericans, m '. oweC

every bit of concideration and help which wie received to certain Japanesc

c’ficials, to whaa I fcel the deepest gratitude. The kindness they showed

us meant that my husbond:s last duys werc at lcast pcaceful, and that I

am al“ve today. I was aot prepared, after my husband's death, to face
concentratvion camp lifc, and told tiie Japancse in chmarge of Forcizn
Affairs so. I was lucky that he realized I mcant what I said. The

kindness my husband and I received was alsc shown to various other

pecople and I feel that thc Jupanesc concerncd should reccive credit
w 3 =




for what they ¢
The 1.xal we came in & ; with | vias Conoul in Hengkong.

in chargze Jur-

1'*

alscourwesy. He

ien 1t bocance apmarent tu (514" ecc werc becing taken to control
thc forcigrers i ONeKong Da taat posses werc reqQul.rc Ny onhe moviing

Jupancse Censul General, aski!

dlpbiomatic protcction for

gave ne his owa card, and
day at ':is officc in Honzkong.

Lfter 2 long cnd very iratc cooversation with tuo Jgapancse officers Lire

Kimura wvas aulc et i ne & military pess, on his own personal guarant.c

and my promisc to rcport to im every ten days. T had o number of intcrvi
with him, ofton chutting r N v/ Qd hour, Jc discusscd thce war prctty
thoroughly and I wcs of the im ression thet he was horrified ‘at wvhat had
hoopencd, althouzh he s fi too cstute to say much. I do know, fraa cyce
Jithaesses, that i 51 pous marci dow the Peak took place, a
residents walkiog dowvn with whot 1 g thucy could carry in their hands,
young, old, sick or well, Mr. Kimura coundcd up cvery motor car he could gct
hold of «nd scnt theu up the peck to bring pcopl: downe He did so mueh to
alleviate the awful conditions thut Hongkongz resideats found thensclves in

oD
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that thc Army authoritics had him on the mat and tixrecatened him with

Scverc punishment if he ¢id not ccas: his efforts, and forbade him sceing
Dr Sclwyn-Clark, and various other British still at larsc,

Whcen he was about to beo transferrcd I had an intervi-w with him
and he told me that 1ir. Takio oda was coming, as Chief of thc Bureau

of' Forcign Affairs, t.at hc would have all the authority and power

and frcedoa that he lacked, and that he would look after ny husband

and mc¢ and be in appo-sition to do much more for us, Mr. Kimura was a

quict vcry plecasant mannered min, mosSt unaggressivce, and fclt very nmust

the position uc was put in by thce Amy, and his own inability to clp us
MI Qe Takio Qda, =8 ~ fuch norc agarcssive personality. He
WoS amost agrecable, good looking man, about 35 ycars of age, and was
s2ld to have studicd at Anhurst College, while stationcd at the Japancs
Babassy in Washington. To iasur. his om aut ority as Chief of the

Burcau of Foreign Affairs in Hongiions;, he had had hinsclf made a Coloncl

in the Army, although his suave good looks makc anm arusing contrast to

the truculent apeishness of a good many of thoe Jupanesc 4rmy officers.
also a member of the Black Dragon Sociecty.

[Ic took over complcte

charge of affairs on his arrival, and irmediately instituted the scnding

of' parcels to Stanley Jail, vherc about 51500 prisouers werc intcrned.

Conditions therc, duc to uinderfceding and overcrowding vicre very bad and

the parcels weut a long way to allcviate conditions for the lucky fow who
were receipicntse I undorstand about 500 parcels a weck werc the average .
Thosc wiio had no fricnds in Hongkong werc unlucky. Red Cross parccls wer

undelivercd, and special grants of noney were so whittled down and prices

...3..
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werc so fautastic tiat thcy got very little.

Visl®s every wedk to tlc frerch Pocpit ) by tuo prisoncrs from

] ' 1 -

g0 institutea by e Qda, on the

1.0k goinz betbtuween Stonlcy and

hueband and e were inguoieradl .
He lent us noncy out of his

froia Jupanesce Governneht
msa scoale” by t.uc highest ATy

-— -

lnese fricnd wio teld we, *¥ll,

you certalniy are under very high nrotection.® 1% meant I had courtcous

trcatment from 2ll sentrics, who zuarded all tac rocds cverywhere in

Hongkonge. He speared no effc 2 oteet ]

ey, and on n

],.x po . ) :
husba funeral, with ¢ huze wreath

‘gu Affairs Bwreau, and cauae personally to

HEé ncecver 103¢ aa

opportunity to =iiow me ne was extrencly bad te.pered

at ties, particularly =2t t.e Liaze whea the Dolittle baabine of Japan
AN 3

s

aid n1s cwu fauily vere endungered. e did far morc than

. 2 hwnwra . Beaan - e A mmnR 131 4
could have been CaPCL.CQ, W1TL S0 ncch understai:

ing, it i1s nard to

believe it all, loocking back noi. He s 'd to me onc day, " Why do you

worry whca I ing after you." I couldn't ask for more than that

I supposc. 4na I vas fortunate teo get away on the Gripsholm, again

with his help, befor. hce vas transferred fron Hongkong.

-l -
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He hoted the work, after tuo mont..s therc. He le tcd his own

inability to rclicve the suffering there. He told Fothor Joy, t.c heud

of tl Jesuit Procrcaturc, who was a great friend of ours and told ne.
\

Father Joy would bc an invaluable witness for the @efcnee for all

"gocd Japancsc® in Honglkong. He got about cverywherc and knows them al:
I understand that Mr. O0da was kcenl  intercsted in getting the

Red Cross cstablisi.ed in Hongkong, But Mr. Zirdel, the representative,

a Swiss-canc to Hongkong after I lcft cn the Grinshola. or rather on

the Asama laru, which loter tronsfeorred va 1o the & .wshoam, 80 I ean

not say anything that

wica I vas lcaving [Iongkownr. and went to say 2001

asked him if he had any message to give Lord Holifax, cr Sir Alexander

Cacogzan, both of .hou I hopo ' 3ce oud e repiiecd, "Yes, tell them to

gct the Britisii out of Houghker 7z, Ghernl out g vic:iy as they can,

-.

to India, aaywvherc out of lLerc.? 13 ‘cplicd, %You will help, you
nave doilc so much alrcady.® o1 vilil verything I can,® he rc¢.'ied.
I do not believe anyone could have donce moir> than ho did, in the facc
of the attitude of the 4wy authoritices, and the Rritish owve a creat
debt of gratutude to hinm for wiat he 4id,

M@, Fuglta was oinc of thc Vicee-cousuls in the Censulate General and
Wwes one of the first Japanesc I et af'tor the occunations I can sce
hig now, in the Hongkong & Shanghai pank, dealing out posscs to 3rd

Nationals, handling them all, and in particular the Korwegian Consul

who made @ scenc beccausc apparzently he was not to have a pass, wWith

« 8 «
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Suc., courtesy and tac'. it was hered to believe he Was one of the hated

Japaneee., met hn sovoras me s, kner

2im siightly over a pericd of

several monins vrntil he was rel!.cve¢ of hj

pest and went away to Japan.
He was al rays mog' ki

h-q‘-"ﬁ.v

2570 because he couldnit =.

stand the friction wiia +p- Jeu’'anerie and his cwn inabidity to help

rpecple who so of ten aesiaraiely neelcd n21lp. That is the story I was

told, he couldn 't s.ang seeing so m'ch sutlering, and being unable to

helps Father Jov can tell you all abr + hin,

he did everything possible

to help my husnand and ne, even 2iving

{8 eggs one day, which he had

received as a precent from the N Territory, four ny husband,

Colonel vyano was cconsul General in Hongkeng, and was awvay in Tokyo
nost of the tie. He g2Vve me his own personal calling card, to use in

case of nscessity with the nessage that if 1 found nyselfl in any

difficulties at any tinz, sentrie

S were c“ten making things defficult

for «-ple, I was to 1 Lephone hin at once.

He pcrsonally took Lie.

Tiertoff, the mother of Mrs D-C-.Davis, whose husband was in the Hongkong-
&Shanghai Bank, up to their house on the Peak, in an eiffort to get sane

clothes and personal belong -Ouse. They at the SunHua

Hotel with the otner Lan:

b= ..'L:I l'-:"

(0lonel Yano helped her load up a biz load
of thingsin his own motop “2r and brcught her down the Peak againe.

Sanehow I cannot iy -3

10S a Cecnsul General of any other nationality doing

such a thing, (u2evr peonle, the Japanese.,

I net Lir« N.imann +he day I got nmy military pass fraa Mr. Kitwra, at

lunch at a very bad rescaurant on the Queen's Road, where I had gone to

get samething to eat othor than hogpital fare,

which was bad, to put it
b o




wildlys. The food at the restawrant was bad too, and I looked up froa the

table I was sitting at, to scc a pPleasant faced niddle azed Japanese

sit down opposite me. He so0 politely inquired if T minded that whein he

ordered Beef Steak T remarked that it

was really shoelcathcrfand found

yself in a conversation with hine He was curious to know who I was and

how I happened to be out of Stanley Jail. He knew of Ly husband

Wwe found so many congenial topicS to talk about that

half passed before the "lunch ®* yas

T - 3 3 ey ~ "
Ii‘f J‘-ia1-L.-ﬂ‘i- l\.-"i-)— .J_ LW

ATy 1n Hongikons,

0¢ I'or the Mitsui Bussan He i1nguired if

he could do anytliineg f¢ us, anc said to call oz hia if e could. I
lLeter found that he hod anoken to 1. Qda about us in an effor
‘H®Se. 4 Very kKindly pacific man., T t] ‘ to ‘help

lilul -
™

Tie rcpatriation ship, thc isam leoru left Hon ng on the 29th

of Junc, if I renember rightly, Thinzs went

crew 1acludiag eabin stewards and BWE SS8CSe ACcamaoaations

Were cxtenely crowded, the was suiuply packed and to avoid caonplicatio:

the Japancse had requested tlio Awxrican Eabassy officials to u.dertake

the bdllcting of the passene

ahal s
.-14.-:].-..‘.. -

L

» This had becn done 1nost efficicntly

and everyone went to his appointed berth at onec without deliy All

one lie our cabin four pcople were packed in a cabin

We maaaged well enough howvever and there was

in that tiny roon,

- -
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and the Japanesc were well awvare of it. They did not darc say iuch, people

spoke quietly when they spoke at all, because they could not be sure that

they might be detained on the JSsama Maru, and returned to Japan as prisoners,
That fear did not 1ift until lorenzo Marques was reached cund we werc off th
Asare \oru.

Perticular mention should be made, and credit given to the very
chamiing Chiecf Deck Stewert who was the one cnd only Japancse on boara
who did not avoid the passengers. Hz2 did everytaing poseidle to nake

{ )

the journey cauif'ortable and pledsant ¢nd =aw e 1% thav Lho deck ganes
were aivcys available and the acoks as cw 1;able 2s n2ssible under the
crovdec. conditions. ay wind, his efforis were npdc

and kindiiness that J spoke to hinl a day or two beforc ea

Narques, saying that I for one wished him to know that 1t nod been noticea

H“_‘_-._. *‘___]'

1

and appreciated, He did not havz mweh To coy. but 1d e that he had
becn Chiecf Ieck Stowart on one of the big Japanesc liners on the U.S.
Japan run for nany years. Oscav of thc Woldorld in New York couldn't have
beca nicre charaing or efficicent,

The rmonth's journcy on the Guripsholil wag an entirely differcnt affair.
We arrived on board, 1,590 passengers, and werce asked to sit around on the .
decks t1ll cabins vere cleaned and rcadye. 'hat sccirxd reasonable enough
and an excellent lunch, buffct, was servcd which checred people u) eone
siderably cs the leng tables literally zroaned under the loads of food such
as we hcd not secn for aonths duvuring our cantivitye.

We were told that the billeting officers werc working on alloting tic

- 9 -
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cabins and everyting wezxld be recdy by late ~fternoon. Arrangere nt

for food, d.ningroon a: rangcemne nd the feood itsclf were at all tlnes

excellent, «he a> S

¢ Tiasce, fran the start
to the finish, lotipre officers had been

and that they were too

T4 -
-y

- b B .
' . 'l-La.T.. tl-.).l+)

O Lot T a: not in & positio

L

I do knoir horever that ship the evening of the
first day with friends and then gioeued tie uorninz, and
fincllv was wI'e SOuthard and tuc

NCXT do

birth cabin anag sattled
accouiindation, but JCre occupicc
thelir wives, and by the

™9

™Y Y = . . - - | - : P r - i ; - A
didedr o LvwoCl .l | & 1.. 1s ’ . L S - ‘ " Wit \S ln.l. L..‘l l 1(;(4 Llla v I CJU. ld nQ Vv '

bcert!i there and could go to e 1
n elght berth cabin with

v husband was Consul General
In thic British ~:o

’\_.sq,t

the British Goverm ~

& Secrceary fraoi the Rabass

in Chungkinz was on

”~ Lg—

board, had a nost coufortable cabin on 4 deck, aad ca

- |10 e
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leuding .
to the rescue, " 1 m8 his cabin for two davs while I got the matter

scttled with an extrenecly autocratic person who secmed tv be doing billetii
Just as well too, as I had Ceveloped a:sever cold and infleauation in
one ear whicih the doctor £aid threatened trouble, as a recsult of strdin.
The doctor filled e full of sulfanilinide, which 1ade e even nore ill,
but eveniually cured the ear, and I finally was gziven a berth in an
inside cabin on B Deg¢k, witlh: a school girl frca Tsingtaoc and two
nnissionaries. /L& billeting secmed to Y. done oy seniority, or so they
saild it was doune, and ry husband had becn a very senior official, I did
fecl that I rated a bit higher than fhnt, I certainly had with the
Japancse, but I had been so often brushed off by the [mericans doing
the billeting, with a tough aggfossiveness that I had alinost forgotten
existed, being the wife of gsenior off . ciel in China had perhaps
accustared .k to nicre consideration, nor courtesy, and perhaps spoiled
me & o1t, I decided to .ake the best of an cxtrenely uncorfortable
situation. A4lthough I must confess, therc wecre tinmes whcen I really
wished I werc back iu Hongkong, witih Mr. Oda to lobok after ne.

We verc on our wiy hone, we were leaving all ti.c agony of those
nmonths in Hongkong behind us, that was sanething to rejoice over and I

have siace tried to forget that last onth on the Gripsholia 4 thing

has hurt you once, aud it hurts you agsin, every tiie you think of it.

SO0 I try to forget it. 4s I Xook back it was tle rental atiiosphere as
mch as the physical discomforts that made the trip on the Gripshola
so bads Feople had a pretty hed tine, they were unhappy, they had
worrlies and anxicties but I still cannot sce what exeuse some Bf the.:

s 1) =
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had for be:iaving as they did, e, Southard's “stable caupanions®

- L

J-5C1ro, he cabin ta‘hLukdj'&ftcr

1t to hinse Ly although the

“er baths, and 'resh

vak ) N
l'i.lt.ll il h;J J-.-L.I_Hé:) :-‘

Liplomots at K10 were ir iediately

nade alliances forp
1412 '.fh;.ﬁl{: ,_;:l‘_._j_p
“8gotten, hunan
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astc of the Journey
I had from

sreat nany

1.J cxXper .-]..L LICC s ® Th_(: f 1VL_.

out nost clearly, 4s 1 look

cloneness, the feeling of being utterly
the 8dVe Lo, practical efficicnt Qelp, to tho

Luch sympathy and kindne
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nakes e fee! that 2ll Jepanese are not war crimineals., Meny arc, nany
have caused unspcakzar " fexring ) o peiypie and 1 bec punished.

T

But aons

having no nore"
for what they
Learia Maru to case the

of'ficicnt about it too, and if

s¢c to theri I shcll be only

N - - T T e T=T T Rr -5—-': o
34 200 | | AT
- L0020 ) N R P

- - e — ———— — e ———

-
]
L= Lni'i-h-'l-‘
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