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THE ..DDRESS OF KOKI HIROT/ ., MINISTER FOR FOREIGN .JFF.LIRS,
iT THE ¢5TH SESSION OF THE IMPERL.L DIET,
JLNUARY 29RD, 193,

I was in September last unexpectedly appointed Minister for Foreign
Lffeirs. I have the honor today to speak on the foreign reietions of
Japen.

The Japanese Government werc obliged to serve notice of withdrawal

from the leaguc of Nations on the 27th of March last year, bccauseo the

Manchurien Incident and the questions regerding the Stete of Manchoukuo
shoved that there was no agreement between Jepan and the League, On the

fundamental principles of preserving peace in East Lsia. L4t the time

when the decisive step was taken His Majesty the Emperor graciously

issued a Rcseript, peinting out clearly and precisely the path this

nation should henceforth pursuc. It reads: "Now that Manchoukuo has

been founded, Our Bnpirc decms it essential to respect the independence

of the new state and to encourage its healthy development, in order that
the sources of evil in the Far East may be eradice’zd ard an enduring

peace thereby established." TFurther it reads: "However, the advancement
of international pcace is what, as evermore, We deosire, and Cur attitude
toward enterpriscs of peace shall sustain no change. By cuitting the
Ieague and embarking on a course of its own, Our Empirec does not mean

that it will stand aloof in the Extreme Crient, nor that it will isolate
itself thereby from the fraternity of nations. It is Our desire to promote
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mutucl confidence between Our Empire and all the other Powers. end to make
knotmm the justice of its cause throughout the world." I am convinced that
if we oll unite in our cndeavours to act in accordencce with the wishes of
our Lugust Sovercign the world will surely come to realize the fairncss
end justice of Japen's position, and bright will be the future of our
Empire. Personally speaking, in obadience to the impericl message 1 am
determined to use every ounce of my energy to "carry out our national
policy by diplomatic meens in the intercst of world peace." Fortunately,
today after our withdrawel from the leaguc the commercial, as well as
diplomatic, relations between Jopon and the friendly Powers in general

have beecome oven closcr and more cordicl than before. 1 wish to aveil

mysclf of this occasion O dwell somewhat on the recent phases of our

relntions with those countries vhich are situated in our immediate neighbour-

hood.

Mnchoukuo, thanks to the tircless labours of His Excecllency the Regent,

and of the government authorities, and also O the wholehearted cssistance

and collaboration extended to her by this country, true to the spirit of the

Jopen-Monchoukuo Protocol, has beer: moking stealy progress o.l.ong 0ll lines

of her constructive work. In ordcring the various governmental institutions,

cspeciolly in the maintenance of law and order, in the devclopment of indus-
try and communication, in the consolidation c¢f national finance, and in the
advancement of cducation and culture signal success has been achieved.

Morcover, & decision 1is about to be mede on the cstablishment of a monarchical
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regime, which has been so cogerly awaited by 2ll her people, and which will
go far to solidify the foundations of Mnnchoukuo as a young indcpendent
nation. This is a2 mattcer of congratulation not for Monchoukuo alone but

for the peacc of the Oricnt and the peace of the world. I think it bechooves
our government and pcople, clwaeys mindful of the Imperial Rescript, to exert
their cfforts unremittingly in assisting the hcalthy growth of the new state.

The Japanesc government have scrious responsibilitics for the maintenance

of peacc in East lsia, and hove a firm resolve in that regard. But whot is

most e¢ssential in the matter is the stcbilization of China herself. Our
government sinccrcly hope for the politiccl and cconomic rehabilitation of
China. They hopc that she will be cnabled to unite with Japan in performing
the obvious mission of both Japan and China to contributc through mutual

cid and co-operation to the peaceful development of their part of the globe.
Unfortunatcly the aetunl situation of the present day Chino belics all such
hopes. It has been reported that of late tﬁo Chinese government, realizing
the mistoke of pecrsisting in their anti-Japonesc attitude, have decided toO
take steps looking toward the reetificction of Sino-Japanese rclations, but
so far no conercte cvidence has come to our notice to econfirm the truth of
the report. Should Ching appreciate our truc motives and givse tangible

signs of sincecrity on her part, Jopan would be giad to reeiprocate and

mcet her more than half weoy in . spirit of good will., It is gratifying to
note that North China under the control of the Peiping Political Committeeo

remains comparatively quict. In vicw of the important rights and intercsts
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of Japan in that region and of its torritorial contiguity with Menchoukuo
and also from the stendpoint of the Tengku Truce .Jgreement the question of
the maintenance of peace and order in North China is of spceial concern to

Japan. She expects Chinea to see to 1t that nothing will happen that may

bring chaos to that arec. anwhile we are watching not without grave

miszivings the activities of the Comunist Party and the increcasing rampancy

of "Red JSrmies" in China.

Regarding Japan's relations vith the Soviet Union it may be recalled

that subsequently to the conclusion of the Pcking Basis Trcaty 1in 1925

normal contact was maintained between the two countries, and that even

after the Manchurian Incident there was & thorough mutual undcrstonding

between the two Powers of thelr rcspeective positions 8O that no difficult

question was cncountered. However, morc recently the attitude of the Soviet

Union toward Japan seems to have undergonc & change of sore sort. It is

most surprising end rcgrettable that the Soviet Union should toke tO now

broadcastins ot home cnd abroad through the press and other channecls un-

aarranted eriticisms dirccted against Jepan, and circulate exaggerated

storics about aggravations of this or that situatrion evidently for the
political and diplomatic purposcs wvhich such rumours arc cclculated to serve.
Japan has consistently prcserved her feir and equitable attitude toward the
Sovict Union throughout thece yecars past before and after the Manchurian
Tneident. Despite the fuwl.lamental diiiferences in both theory and constitution

of the state that divide the two ecountries, we have always cndeavoured tO
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keep on good neighborly terms vith Soviet Russia and sought the solution of
all questions by pacific means. Especially since the esteblishment of
Monchoukuo, the Japanese Government have been acting solely upon their con-
viction that the proper adjustment of the tripartite relationship between
Japan, Menchoukuo and the Soviet Union was of paremount importance for the
tranquillity of Fast lsia. Japen is setting up certainly no ncw militery

establishments along the Yenchoukuo-Soviet frontiers, Moscow propaganda

notwithstanding. Indced, it is only as part of the above-mentioned friendly

policy that Japan has undertoken since lnst Junc tO act as intermediary
between Monchoukuo and the Soviet hion in their negotiations on the propesed

tronsfer of the North Manchuria Roilway. Such being the case, I am sure

thot before long the Soviet Union must come to appreciate fully the true

sntentions of Japan. It is earnestly hopcd that the North Monchuria Reilway

negotictions, which have unfortunately becen at a standstill for some time

post will soon be resumcd .

It moy be definitely steted that betreen Japen and the United Stoates of

Y

Lmerica thore exists no qucstion that is intrinsicolly difficvlt of solution.

For from having ony thought of picking 2 qua-tel with Lmerica, Japan fervently

desires Americoan friendship. .t the same time, I am confident that the United

atates will not fail to appraise correctly Japan's position in East Lsic.
Only for a time following Tae cutbreck of the Manchurian Incident public
opinion in Zmerica was aroused against Jopan, bringing cbout something like

temporary cstrungement of the two peoples. It 1is hardly necessary to reiterate
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thot Japan is actuatcd by no ulterior motive other than her desire 1o

csteblish cn enduring pecce in Bast Lsia. Therefore, if only Lmerica will

clecarly perecive thc actusl condition of the Oricnt and realize Japan's
rolc as o stabilizing forcc in Bast Lsia, whatever emotionzl tention may
yet linger between the two peoples is bound to diseppear. I sincerely hope

thet the two grect nations across the Facific will, in view of their important

relotions, commercial and otherwise, continuc to join forees in cultivating
ir historical friendship cnd good undcrstanding so s to keep the occon

forcver truc to its name.

TJopon's treoditional emity with the British Empire remains unshaken cven

to the=c tirmcs. I belicve the two sca Powers, occupying geogrophically
similar kcy positions, onc in thec Ezst and the other in the West, can cffcetu-
2lly scrve the causc of universal peocc, through sympathetic appreciontion of
their r spective stands and vhole-hcarted collaborotion in all querters of
the orld. It is in this scnsc that our government crc sccking 1o rced just
whetever conflict of interosts releting to questions of trade there mey be,
and to strengthen further the ties of friendship that bind our empires. That
our ncrotictions with Indiz, on importent member of the British Empire, OVer
knotty problems of cormcrcc have now becen substantially concluded is a source
of gratification on bot: sidcs.

Now ¢ survey of the world as o whole revcels a sorry situation in which

cconomic disorder, political unrest cnd confusion and conflict of ideas

threcten to destroy interncrtional equilibrium at eny moment, while mutual
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confidencc of the nations in one another appears to have wilted not a2 littl
I consider thot no insupercble difficulties need be anticipoated in settling
cny question if the notions manifest their sincerity and, with a true com-

prehension of onc cnother's position, mect in e genuine cnd generous spirit

of universcl brotherhood. What is wanted is the abandonment of rootli.: s

jeolousy ond antagonism and the re-inforcement of the sense of uni*y «nd

mutucl interdependence. However, internctional trade bdrricrs, instzad of

d. recsing, are fast multiplying. The Vorld Economic Cc-“rrence was forced
to cdjourn without having achieved the desired results. Of late oir indusé
trics have token morked strides with a corresponding expansion in our over-
sec trade, while, owing to the prevdailirg economie natinnalism, one country
aftcr another has begun to set up fresh obstacles against the advance of

our export industrics. Our government arc meking earnest efforts to deal
cffcetively with the situotion. Since mutual underc+onding of one another's
unique ncotional culture is of no small value in fosterins s00d will between
notions, our government arc planning to take suitable mecasures in concert with

private institutions for facilitating the cultural intercourse of our nation

with the outside world.

In the light of whot I heve alrecady stated it is impossible for me to
deny that our foreign rcletions ore now, and will be in the future, beset
with meny serious problems. However, the path of a rising notion is alweys
strewn with problems. .Us long as our pecople arc united and well prepeared to

face courageously whatever difficultics may arise, and as long as we retain
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cur composure and sobriety, eand "strey not from the path of rectitude, and

in oction always embroce the golden mean", I am confident that Japan has

nothing to fear, ond her future will be full of hope. Yie should not forget

for o moment thot Japan, serving as the only cornerstone for the edifice of
the peacc of East Lsia, bears the entire burden of responsivilities, It is
this importont position and these vast responsibilities in which JTanan's
diplomacy and national defense are rooted. Our nations! ¢ in-a in crgoanized
its very nature for defensive ond sclf-protective pupocos. Al “he same
timc our diploraecy has no claims to put forth save whet is legitimate and
rational and consonont with our nationel mission. That evcntually this

position, in which Japen naturally and actuelly finds herself, will be

rightly undcrstood by other Powers 1s, I belicve, a foregone conclusion.
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