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VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).
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VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
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NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING ' CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
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TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL A fuse Lo NO OF PLANES

A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
—F6F-5 180 189 | 4.0 400 gal . — > 5700 8

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Ch_eck one block on each line)

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE | INTENSE =
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 7Smm and over X
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm L - N
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13 2mm X )
X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS
DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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The revetment area struck =t Tokuno was severely strafed with many hits being
edserved on alresdy dameged and bdurmed aircraft insice the revetmentis.

One reciet hit was sesn on 2 rectangular shaped ltong-wﬂld;n& (100 £%. = 50 £%.).

The AA positions attacked were active so that the pllets could readily spot them
Two rockets hit on one medium weapon position causing an explo-

sion, pessibly from amme storage. The ether position was vielently strafed and ceased

firing.
4.

Baildings clustered under cover of trees were rocketed, bombded, and strafed.

Upen retirsment the pilets obserwsd one fire durning from one bullding in the area. Tree

cover mgdse further 4damage ssscans
5. Revetmsnt area on the Hast
small fire in an unidentified tuilding on the edge of the A/F.
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(p) Were Photographs Taken”___ 3@
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OPNAV-16-223

o AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
R L 5087 e B
Xil. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT |
Disposition .
Aot An 8-plans fighter patrel was launched from the TSS FHOETEREY at

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses

Offensive Tactics, Own

¥ " Enemy
Defensive Tactics;, Own

4 : : Enerw

Flexible Gunnery, Qwn
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction
Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

—— — e e —

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approacn
Dive
° Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Tfﬁrpfﬁrﬂu Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

0508 1(-9), 18 May 1945, The purpose of the mission was %o intercept
any South bdoumd snemy aircraft on their way from Japan te the Ukinawa
area, and if nome were emcountered, to strike targets of opportunity
in Amami CunSe. The patrol station was Ameami Cunto, cevering the dis-
tance from Tokumo Shima to Eakal Shima. The flight leader, Lt. D. R,
HESTER, USTR, of Fighting Squadron 34, singled omt ensmy alrfields in
this avea as the targets of epportunity to be struek.

Tokune A/F on Tokune Shima was first on the list, and the € Hell-
cats shoved over at 10,000 feet to make an E te ¥ ryun. All planes
seversly strafed the revetments on the West side of the fleld, while
twe slso drepped their 1004 G. Ps. One of the 8 fighters fired six
5" HVARs into the sterage are:s at the extreme SVW cormer of the airfield,
zettin a hit on one building. lamy .BO cal. hits were ebserved in the
reveiments whers already-damaged aircraft were present. However the
pilots vere unable to determine the effect of thelr atiack simce pre-
vicus strikes had inflicted se much damage that the field was already
2 chambles with wrecked plames, bemb-pocked runway, and skelston
buildings. For this reason they moved wp to Wan A/F on Eaksi Shima
- ware most of their armament was expended with betier resultis.

Wan A/F was hit on a southeagt-nodthwest run after the planes had
shoved over again at: 10,000 feet. A%t this target all attention was
directed in the revetment and headquailers area Zast of ths airfield,

| Thig area had desn desizmated as o poi%tbh Baka domd atorase siimi

£% pocket, 100" G.P. bomd, and .50 eal. awme hits were scored om AA
positions, tuildings, and revetmenis. After completion of the attack,

an expleosion was noted at the extreme NE end of the fisld where appe-
- vent ammo storage had been hit. There was & fire in an unldentified
- tmildiag hidden under the coversge of trees to the Tast. AL Tipe was
- meager il not affective.

Although on & strike of this type it is practically impossible te
evaluate and pim-peint actual dsmage it is felt in ¥his case that damage
 undoub$ly was more severe than counld actually be seen, This is based

i on the amount of armament expended into a compact and manyeinstallatien
~area. Since plsnes spread out in thelr rum, teo prevent liming up for
 enemy AA, no chance is given to observe each other's bomd and rockes
hits, since all planes are down and over the target togeiher in a space
' of enly a few seconds. Fhotojraphic coverage would be the anly sure
means of aprraising damages acurately.

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance
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Form ACA .- AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify wher

XIH. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on .performance or suitability, following check list at left.
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ARMAMENT | Use additional sheets if necessary).
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
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Bombs, Torpedoes Mt&“. e wm data.
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
\FF
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Battle Lights
Procedures
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Power Plant
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