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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING
LIFE”
by SHEN I'U
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG

CHAPTER THREE

SORROW

(Continued from the last issue)

Yiin used. to have woman’s troubles,
with discharges of blood. The ailment
developed as a consequence of her brother
K’ehch’ang running away from home and
her mother dying of grief over it which
affected Yin’s health very much. Since
coming to know Hanyiian, however, the
trouble had left her for over a year and I
was congratulating myself that this friend-
ship proved better than all medicine. Then
Han was married to an influential person,
who had offered a thousand dollars for her
and, furthermore, undertook to support her
mother. ‘“‘The beauty had therefore fallen
into the hands of a barbarian.” 1 had
known of this for some time, but dared not
mention it to Yiin."" However, she went to
see her one day and learnt the news for
herself. On coming back, she told me
amidst sobs, “T did not think that Han could
he so heartless!”

“You yourself are crazy,” I said.
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“What do you expect of a singsong girl?
Besides, one who is used to Dbeautiful
dresses and nice food like her will hardly
be satisfied with the lot of a poor house-
wife. It were better like this than to marry
her and find it to one’s cost afterwards.”

I tried my best to comfort her, but Yiin
could never quite recover from the shock of
being betrayed and her troubles came again.
She was confined to bed and no medicine
was of any avail. The illness then became
chronic and she grew greatly emaciated.
After a few years, our debts piled up higher
and higher, and people began to make
unpleasant remarks. My father also began
to dislike her more and more on account of
the fact that she had been a sworn sister
to a sing-song girl. I was placed in an
embarrassing position between father and
from that time on, I did not know what
human happiness was,

Yiin had given birth to a daughter,
named Ch’ingchiin, who was then fourteen
years old. She knew how to read, and be-
ing a very understanding child, quietly
went through the hardships with us, often
undertaking the pawning of jewelleries and
clothing,“.l,‘."fe had also a son named Feng-
sen, who was then twzlve and was studying
with a private tutor. I was out of job for
many vears. and had set up a shop for sell-
ing books and paintings in my own home.
The inceme of the shop for three days was
hardly sufficient to meet one day’s expenses,
and 1T was havd pressed for money and
worried all the time. I went through the
severe winier without a padded gown and
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Ch’ingchiin too was often shivering in her
thin dress, but insisted va saying that she
did not feel cold at all. For this reascn,
Yiin swore that she would never see any
doctor or take any medicine.

It happened once that she could get up
from bed, when my friend Chou Ch’unhsii,
who had just returned from the yamen of
Prince Fu, wanted to pay for some one to
embroider a buddhist book, the Prajnapar-
amitea Sulra. Yiin undertook to do it, be-
ing attracted by the handsome remunera-
tion and besides believing that embroider-
ing the text of a buddhist sutra might help
to bring good luck and ward off calamities.
My friend, however, was in a hurry to de-
part and could not wait, and Yiin finished
it in ten days. Such work was naturally
too much of a strain for a person in her
state, and she began to complain of dizzi-
ness and back-ache. How did T know that
even Buddha would not show mercy to a
person born under an evil star! Her illness
then became very much agoravated after
embroidering the buddhist sutra. She
needed more attention and wanted now tea
and now medicine, and the people in the
family began to feel weary of her.
~ There was a European who had rented
2 house on the left of my art shop, and used
to lend money at high interest for his
living. He often asked me to do some
painting for him, and in this way came to
know me. There was a friend of mine
who wanted to borrow fifty dollars from
him and aske! mie {o gnarantee the loan. 1
could not refi:ie him and consented, but my
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friend eventually ran away with the money.
The European, of course, came to me as the
guarantor for the money, and made a lot of
fuss about it. At first, I tried to pay back
a part of the loan with my painting, but
finally I just had nothing left to offer him
in place of cash. At the end of the year,
my father came home, and one day the
foreigner was creating a lot of noise in the
house, demanding repayment of the loan.
He called me te him and scolded me saying,
“We belong to a scholars’ family; how could
we fail to repay a loan from such common
people?’ While T was trying to explain the
matter, there appeared a messenger from
Mrs. Hua, a childhood friend of Yiin’s, who
had heard about her illness and had sent
him to inquire after her health. My father
thought that this messenger was from the
sing-song girl Han, and became still more
infuriated. “Your wife does not cultivate
the feminine virtues, but has become sworn
sister to a sing-song girl. You yourself do
not associate with good friends, but go
about with low-down people. I cannot bear
to put you to death, but will allow you three
days. Make up your own mind what you
are going to do in the meantime, or else 1
will prosecute you at court for filial im-
piety!” When Yiin heard of this, she wept
and said, “It is all my fault that we have
displeased our parents. I know that if I
die, you will not be able to bear my death,
and if we separate, you will not be able to
bear the parting.wWlet's ask Mrs. Hua's
servant to come in, and I will try to get up
from bed and have a talk with him.”
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I then asked Ch’'ingchiin to assist her
mother to get up and escort her outside her
bedroom, where we asked the messenger
from Mrs. Hua whether his mistress had
sent him specially to enquire after her ill-
ness, or he was merely taking a message on
his way. “My mistress has long heard of
your illness,” replied the servant, “and was
thinking of coming personally to see you,
but refrained because she thought she had
never been here before. When I was leav-
ing, she told me to say that if Madam does
jnot mind living in a poor country home, she
would like her to come to her place to re-
cuperate, in order to fulfil a pledge of their
childhood days.” The messenger was re-
ferring to a girlhood pledge between Yiin
and Mrs. Hua, when they were doing
embroidery work together under the same
lamp-light, that they should assist each
other in sickness or trouble.

“You go back quickly then, and tell
your mistress to send a boat secrdly for
us within two days,” she instructed the
servant.

When the man had retired from the
interview with her, he said to me, “You
know that Mrs. Hua is as good to your wife
as to her own sister and she won’t all mind
your coming along too. As for the children,
I am afraid that it will be inconvenient for
you either to bring them along or to leave
them here to trouble your parents. I should
suggest that you make some arrangements
for them within these two days.”

There was a cousin of mine by the
name of Wang Chinch’en who had a son
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called Yiingshih, for whom he wished to
secure the hand of my daughter. I hear,”
said Yiin, “that this son of Wang’s is rather
weak and useless. At best, he would be
good only for carrying on, but not for
building up a family fortune, but there is

However, they are a scholars’ family
and he is the only son. 1 don’t mind giving
Ch’ingchiin to him.” So I said to Chin-
ch’en, “We are consins, and, of course, I
should be glad to give CKingchiin to your
son, but I am afraid it is difficult under the
circumstances for us to keep her until she
should grow up. I propose, therefore, that
vou bring the matter up to my parents
after we have gone to Hsishan, and take
her over as your °‘child daughter-in-law.” I
wonder what you think of it?” Chinch’en
was very pleased and agreed fo my sugges-
tion. As for my son Fengsen, I also asked
a friend of mine by the name of Hsia
Yishan fto place him in a shop as an ap-
prentice. =

As soon as these arrangements had
been made, Mrs. Hua’s boat arrived. This
was on the twenty-fifth of December, 1800.
“If we should leave like this,” said Yiin, “I
am afraid the neighbours will laugh at us,
and besides, we haven't repaid the loan due
to the foreigner. I don’t think he will let
us off. We must leave quietly before dawn
to-morrow.”

on.

(To be Continued)

1. “San’” means

mistress o &8 independent home.
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| “number three.” The meaning of ‘niang”
C“tait’al” varies with local usage, but generally “niang” refers to a
young married weman in a big household, while “Fait’ai” suggests the
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