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EDITORIAL

Reports  vary  as to the gravity o f  the e p id em ic  of  
cholera which  is sw e e p in g  over China.  In some  o f  the 
down -r ive r  cities it is said to be very serious,  but  
fortunate ly  at the time of  wri ting none o f  the ci ties  o f  
Szechuan  have suffered very great ly .  Popular report  
has as usual greatly magni f ied the number  o f  cases .  
W i t h  the approach  o f  cooler  weather and with  the  
precautions  which  are s im ple  and  widely k n o w n  it is to 
be hop ed  that the epi dem ic  m a y  be prevented f rom  
further ravages .  T h e  W e s t  China  Counci l  for  H e a l t h  
Educat ion  has printed ant i -cho lera tracts which are 
being  wide ly  d isseminated .  Th i s  Counci l  is thus prov ­
ing  its value in educat ion and  ass i s tance in practical  
measures for the prevent ion of  di sease .

*  *  *  *

It has  been a great  privi lege to have Dr.  K .  L .  
Reiche l t  at  Mount  Oniei  this summer .  S o m e  o f  his talks  
to the Miss ionar ies  on Bu dd hi sm  and the Christ ian M i s ­
s i o n a r y ’s ap proach  to the Buddhis t  devotee  were ex­
tremely interesting and  va luable .  It is hop ed  that  Dr.  
.Reichelt,  after v i s i t ing T a  Chien L u ,  will be s p e n d i n g  
so me time in Chengtu  and  C h u n g k in g  when the result  
of  his deep kn o w l e d g e  and wi d e  experience wil l  be  
availab le  to larger circles o f  hearers.

Dr.  Reiche l t  has in Shatin,  K o w lo o n ,  a Christian  
hom e for  Buddhists where  there are opportunit ies  for  
study,  meditation  a n d  sy mpathet ic  intercourse.  Dr.  
Reiche l t  is admirably  suited for  this work with his clear
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u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  the essent ia l  teaching's o f  Buddhism  
and  his m ys t i c  ins ight  into the in wa rdn ess  o f  Chris t ian ­
ity.  It is hi s hope that a s imi lar  k ind  of work may  be 
started in Sze ch uan .  It is a work that does not require  
great  ex pe n s e  or extens ive  plant .  W h a t  is required is 
the right  k in d  o f  man .  In this k ind  o f  work,  as in Rural  
E v a n g e l i s m  “ M a n  is G o d ’s M e t h o d " .  G iv en  the right  
man wh o  could be set apart  for  this spec ial  work a m o n g  
Budd his ts  the rest should f o l l o w  without  much  hin­
drance.

* * * *

O n e  of  the m os t  in teres t ing  talks  which we  heard  
from Dr.  Reiche l t  was on the subject  “ Chris t ian  M e d i t a ­
t ion” . T h i s  is s o m e th i n g  very difficult and  consequently  
a lm os t  fore ign  to the major i ty  o f  over-pressed  m i s s io n ­
aries,  T h e  M i s s i o n a r y  in a country s tat ion  or in 
evang el i s t ic  work  m a y  find the t ime  for  one  or two  
hours ’ med i tat ion  in the day ,  but for those who  live in 
the stress o f  school ,  hospi ta l  or other institutional  work  
the difficulty o f  f inding t ime for  it is a very great one.  
Th i s  is a matter  o f  di sc ipl ine.  F o re se e i n g  this need of  
discipl ine s om e  Churches  m ak e  definite rules for  their  
m em ber s .  F o r  ins tance  the Church o f  E n g l a n d  mak es  
a rule that “ all  Priests and D e a c o n s  are to say  da ily  the 
M o r n i n g  and  E v e n i n g  Prayer ,  either privately  or openly ,  
not  b e i n g  let by s i ckn ess  or other urgent  cause . ”  Th is ,  
it m a y  be said ,  is not  meditation ,  but it i s o r m a v  be the 
best  po ss ib le  introduction  to medi tat ion ,  with its copious  
p a s s a g e s  f r o m  the Bible,  both O l d  and N e w  T es t a m e n t ,  
its sys te mat ic  reading  of  the Ps a lm s  and  its extensive  
ra n g e  o f  subjects  for  petit ion and  intercession.  T h i s ,  
how ev er  wi l l  not  meet  every o n e ’s need and  the object  
is not  that all should  live by  o n e  rule,  but that each  one  
should  find a rule which  best  he lps  h i m or her to en joy  
the great a d v a n ta g e s  o f regular  a n d  ordered  meditat ion.

By the t ime this issue o f  the N e w s  is publi shed all  
miss ionar ies  wil l  be b ack  f r o m  the H i l l s  and  will  be 
s tarting  the work o f  a no the r  A u t u m n  and  W i n t e r .  W e  
wish  all  our fel low-wor-kers every b less in g on their work  
during  the c o m i n g  year .  C o m p a r e d  wi th the last fe w
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years the opportuni ties  are de c idedly  better and  the 
ob st ac le s  are less.  A s  the o pe n i n gs  for evange l i s t ic  
work bec ome again  invi t ing  we wish there were a 
greater enthusiasm for this k ind o f  work a m o n g  the 
Chinese Christians.  H ere  and there it is a jo y  to co m e  
across Pastors and  Ev an g el i s t s  whose  devotion to active  
ev a n g e l i s m  is an inspirat ion to the keenest  miss ionar ies ,  
but for the most  part there is very little urge in this most  
important  branch o f  the work.

*  *■ *  *

T h e  brief  v i si t  o f  Mr.  Se n  and  Mr.  C h a n g F u  L i a n g  
to Szechuan  in July was jus t  lo n g  enough  to m a k e  all 
who heard them wish for  more.  T h e y  were here to 
address  l eaders ,  both Ch inese  and  foreign ,  on the 
methods  o f  Mas s  Educat ion  and Rural  Ev a n g e l i sm .  Mr,  
C h an g  Fu  L i a n g  is the Secretary  for Rural  E v a n g e l i s m  
of  the N a t i o n a l  Christ ian Council  and has had wid e  e x ­
perience in this work.  Th er e  are great a d v a n ta g e s  in 
the special  m et hod s  which  he r eco m m en d ed  and  which  
have met  with success  in m a n y  parts of  China .  T h e  
centres are v i l lages,  not  large cities,  and one supervis ing  
pastor  or evang e l i s t  can visit these v i l lages  in turn to 
see that the work is g o i n g  forwa rd .  Coupled with the 
prea ch ing  o f  the G os p e l  is a go o d  deal  o f  tea ching  on 
agriculture,  cattle,  and ani ma l  hygi ene  and  other  
pract ical  subjects  related to the da i ly  work o f  the people .  
For  this the help o f  experts  has to be enl isted.  W e  
would  r eco m m end  that  careful  considerat ion o f  this plati 
should be g iven  by the W e s t  China A d v i s o r y  Board or 
the Szechuan  Christ ian  Counci l ,  and  poss ibly  an ex ­
perimental  area set apart  where all  the m is s io n s  could  
unite to m ak e  this po l icy  a practical  reality.
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T H E  H A I R - C U T .

Since com ing out to China, dear, where barbers are n ’ t too clean, 

I ’ll have to cut your hair m yself. I ’ll do m y best, ole Bean. 

N ow  don’t screw up your eyebrows so, and if I  clip your ear 

D on ’t think I  meant to  do it , for I  didn’t, D addy dear.

0  bother, now I ’ve chopped too much and made you look a
frig h t,

I ’ ll have to cut it  shorter here to make it look all right.

1 wish there were n 't so many bumps upon your funny head’

The scissors slip and always do some other thing instead.

■ * * * ■ »

There, now I  think I ’d better stop in case I  make it  worse.

I t ’s not exactly beautiful, but rather the reverse.

W e ’ll have to let it grow again and then the “ steps” won’t show. 

N o w  I ’ll sit down and you cut mine— a n d  D o I t  W e l l  v o u  know.

F .B .
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E P I G R A M S

The man who has what the world needs is in the debtor  
class.

A  lost tem per needs no advertising.

The man who cannot hold his tongue had better never open  
his m outh.

B etter a ride in a prepaym ent trolley car than a ride in an 
auto bought on credit.

I t  is better to sleep in a house vou own and w alk to the 
office than to sleep in a m ortgaged house and ride for pleasure.

A man who cannot control his appetite is in more danger 
than a man driving a runaway horse. O thers m ay stop the  
horse, but no other man can manage the appetite.

N ever say behind a man’s back what vou are afraid  to say 
to his face.

There are tw o roads to com fort— earn more than vou 
spend ; spend less than you earn.

Few  men overw ork ; many men over eat.

I f  vou cannot control your temper, hold your tongue.

Y o u  cannot live for  self and expect others to live for vou.

The Sea of Genesaret gets and gives, the Dead Sea gets and 
never g ives ; one is the cradle of the R iver Jordan, the other is 
the grave of the R iver Jordan.

W a r  is not h e ll ; it is the ripe fruit o f human passions. 
H ell takes in no man who does not belong th ere ; war smites 
good and bad alike.

Character is m ore than circumstance ; what you are is more  
than where you are. Circumstances are like barrel hoops, thev 
hold the staves in p la ce ; character is like the sap in the tree, it 
gives life  and form . A  barrel holds w hat you put into i t ; a tree 
bears the fruit that is in the sap. Be a tree of the L ord , not a 
barrel held by circumstances, and holding what is poured into  
you.
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S C I E N C E  A N D  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  I N  P O L I T I C S

Commencement Address by Raymond Frank Piper of Syracuse University 
at W est China Union University, Chengtu, June 2 0 , 1932

I  have crossed your wide country of Szechuan and found 
it  exceedingly beautiful. A nd now it is a stirrin g jov  indeed 
to me to be able to address you young scholars in this citv  of 
ancient culture. I  do not feel a stranger here for I  have met in 
the U n ited  States your genial Chancellor Beech, and three 
excellent Szechuan students have come to Syracuse to studv. In  
fact as a philosopher I  feel at home everywhere I  am in the 
w orld. I f  I  find m yself alone w ith nature, I  feel the pulse of 
a sym pathetic cosmic intelligence. I f  I  should be alone with 
another human being, I  feel that he is my brother. A n d  here 
in Szechuan I  find problem s much like those in m v own great 
State of N ew  Y o r k . These are some reasons whv I  feel quite 
at home in your m idst.

Y o u r  great problem , as ours, is to raise the masses o f vour 
people to higher levels of life . Prussia is exercising, and will 
continue to exercise, a tremendous influence upon the world 
because her leaders are m aking a serious effort to provide the 
m aterial needs of the masses of the people. I  cannot approve 
their one-sided planning and their m ethods, but their interest 
in the w elfare of the laborer is com m endable.

China’s greatest need is trained, self-sacrificing leaders. 
A n d  1 have come a long distance to speak to you only because 
I  hope that am ong you who are being graduated today there 
m ay be at least one who w ill pay the high price o f leadership  
and become one of the saviors of China, one of the many builders 
o f  the great China of the future.

N ow  I  propose to describe briefly two chief characteristics 
o f a successful leader in m odern society. The first characteristic 
of leadership is training, education, wisdom . B y  wisdom I  mean 
a wide knowledge and deep appreciation both of nature and of 
hum an nature, especially of the conditions of good and happv 
living. T his trained leader is a man who n ot only sees clearlv  
the ideal goals of life , but who is also realistic and wise enough 
to  perceive just w hat is the next practicable step to be taken  
in advancing towards that ideal.
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I  assume you have made your own the spirit of science : an 
im partial and persevering search for truth. The scientist tries 
to free himself so far  as possible from  all prejudices, and to see 
all sides of a problem, and there are usually many sides. H e  
■strives for precision and clearness, for thorough proof and order, 
in his conclusions.

A nd it is also h ighly desirable that an educated leader be 
trained as a specialist in some occupation o r  profession, in som e  
field of science or art. This special skill serves as a doorw ay  
o f  service to the com m unity in which he may choose to invest 
his life.

Som e of vou mav be encounterin': difficulty in -deciding 
w hat occupation to follow , I  shall pass on to you the m ost im port­
ant suggestion I  know of in making this decision. A s  certain  
some basic need in your com m unity that ought to be supplied 
and that vou m ight train yourself to supply, ;ind make it your 
life  w ork to  supply that need. T h at work may be educating 
your neighbors in the simple elements o f  a healthy life : the rules 
o f diet and sanitation, of healthy bodies and happy homes. 
Perhaps you mav serve best bv striving to improve the vegetables 
and fruits that vour people eat, or the m ethods by which they  
are produced. Y ou  mav find or make your opportunity in 
helping to  build cooperative organizations of different kinds 
for the benefit of the community in which you live.

The second characteristic of a leader is an unshakable and 
undving devotion to the welfare of his own com m unity, whether 
sm all or large. Chinese leaders must o f course «pring from  
those who know and love their own people, and who profoundly 
believe in their capacity for developm ent. One of the founders 
■of your Republic. M r. T sai Y uan P ei, gave me a very wise saying  
as the parting word in a recent Jong conversation a t S h an gh ai; 
■“ O nly he can become truly great who gives him self in service to  
m ankind.”

I  have mentioned the two qualifications o f  lead ers: 
thorough training and the spirit of service. In  oth er words, 
they must become possessed of the love of truth and the love of 
their fellow m en. They must live the spirit o f science and the 
sp irit o f good -w ill. T h e  love of doing good, as you well know, 
is strongly emphasized by C hristianity . Therefore, I  have 
■called m v address, Science and Christianity in P olitics. A  friend  
said to me, ■■‘ Is  there such a thing ?” I  answered, unfortunately  
there is little  yet, but the only hope for a happy w orld in the 
future, so far as I  can discern, is that the spirit of science and 
the sp irit of service, respect for reality and respect for
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personality, shall become m ore and m ore widespread am ong  
men.

I  turn now to  discuss m ore fully one of the m ost serious 
problem s that China w ill have to face in the nextfif ty or hundred 
years. I t  is the question : W h a t do with tiie machine ? How-
deal with industry ? B y industry I  mean the quantity production  
o f life ’s m aterial goods by the use of pow er-driven machinerv. 
A  machine gives its operator a fascinating sense of pow er, 
makes for speed in production, and may quickly bring great 
profits to  its owner. The dangerous tem ptation is for  individuals  
o r groups with wealth to set in operation machines of manv 
kinds for their own profit.

In  facing the problem  of industry, or any other m ajor  
pro-blem, I  urge you young people to study the outcome of other 
civilizations so far as tbev m ay have bearing upon your particular 
problem s. In  these days of rapid com m unication knowledge is 
carried so easily around toe. w orld that each nation may learn  
of the successes or failures of other nations. Eaeh nation or 
state becomes a kind of social experim ent, in one respect or  
another, from  which others m ay profit, if they have open eyes 
and eagerness to  lea rn.

In  the U n ited  States we have developed a vast industrial 
system , and it has brought as to the w orst depression in our  
history. Our warehouses are full of wheat and cotton, o f  shoes 
and hundreds of other things, at the same tim e that m illions o f  
our people are without w ork and w ithout proper food and 
clothing. H ow  is it  possible for  the storehouses o f  a city to be 
full of food and the people hungry ? I t  is prim arily because 
machines have been used fo r  private profit. W e  have applied  
th orough-goin g scientific m ethods to machine production and 
d istribution  ; we have failed to apply scientific methods to social 
organization and betterm ent. WTe have left social planning 
largelv to professional politicians who know little  of science and 
who are seeking too much personal benefits. And now in the 
m idst of this terrible depression our political leaders have  
neither the w isdom  nor the virtue actually to bring abont those 
fundam ental reform s which alone can make our people happy.

W h ile  many traditions and institutions are being questioned, 
some basic convictions rem ain. One o f these convictions is that 
it is possible to  increase human happiness by orderly political 
processes, by the method o f intelligent discussion and action  
rather than by revolution. A n d  the great question in the  
U n ited  States is w hat is the order of procedure th at w ill save 
us f rom catastrophe? I a m  firm ly convinced that the indispensable
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condition of solving our problem s is to get into places of power 
those who liave both the spirit of science and the spirit of 
service.

Thus China and the U nited  States face a like need in this 
respect : the need of bailding up a public opinion which can put 
in political power and which will support a great progressive, 
constructive party. I n  this effort to get men of trained  
intelligence into public service you Chinese have one great 
advantage of us Am ericans. In  China it is a part of your 
tradition and culture to respect the scholar, the man who knows. 
W e have little  of this in A m erica where every man th in k sh e is  
wise and few are.

In every province of China, then, you will have to consider 
soon or later the problem  of the machine. The m achine is 
a valuable servant, a dangerous master. Suppose you go back to  
vour com m unity and construct a w ater-power grinding mill by  
which one man ca® do the work which requires ten men by older 
m ethods. W h o  w ill profit ? who should profit ? Is  it right that 
the man who knows enough to develop the power m ill’ gain all 
the profit while the nine who lose their business sta rv e? T h at  
is the diabolical method we have follow ed in the U nited  States, 
and now we are suffering the m ost painful depression in our 
historv. I  know of no greater tem ptation that China faces at 
the present tim e than that those who know modern science and  
industry w ill introduce labor-saving devices to produce wealth  
for  their private benefits while the masses of the people grow  
more and more hungry and needy. The machine is a devil 
except when it is the tool of a saint. I f  you are in danger of 
losing control of it, you had better leave it alone. I  feel deeply 
the autv of warning you against this terrible m onster called the 
m achine.

There is of course a safe ana sane way of using machines. 
I t  is the narrow and difficult way of consideration for you r  
neighbors’ w elfaie  as w eil as your own. I t  is the w ay of 
com m unity cooperation and of com m unity sharing in the profits. 
The great irrigation system  of the Chengtu Plain dem onstrates 
that the Chinese people can work together on a large enterprise 
for the public benefit. But this is only one of a thousand- 
problems and enterprises in China which need to be solved by 
the union of science and good -w ill. Science is pow er, but not 
purpose, and may be used fo r  im m oral ends.

In  respect to the problem  of industry the people of China 
have one fundamental advantage which we in the U n ited  States 
and other nations do not enjoy : your country has n ot yet become
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an industrial nation. China is largely an agricultural country ; 
should it not remain so ? Y o u  have the advantage of being 
able to study the results of industrialization in other countries 
before you decide. The industrial experim ents o f England. 
G erm any, the U nited  States, Japan, and other countries, may  
have much to teach.

Japan, the m atchless im itator, has.f rankly decided to adopt 
industry as a national policy. I  have in m v possession a p am ­
phlet for  private d istribution from  the Foreign Office at T okyo  
in which the G overnm ent very clearly states that the existence  
of Japan depends upon developing great industries. This  
industrial developm ent can succeed only if  Japan can depend 
upon China both as a source of raw m aterials and as a m arket 
for finished products. This docum ent assumes Japanese control 
of M anchuria as an accom plished fact, and perm anent fact, and 
anticipates as the n ext step in the developm ent of the Em pire  
the taking control o f M ongolia.

H ere we meet another peril of an industrial co u n try ; the 
peril of international conflicts and aggression in the effort to 
m aintain trade. W e recall only too vividly the recent devilish 
efforts of Japan to restore her commerce w ith China. H er  
methods were a psychological blunder and a m oral crime. But 
the way of peace and progress is not for China to increase her 
armed forces to fight. Japan but to increase her spiritual forces  
of cooperation both between China and Japan and within the  
Chinese com m unities. I  have lived recently for two m onths in 
intim ate contact with the Japanese people, and I  know fo r  a 
fact that the great masses of the Japanese people love peace and 
want peace between China and Japan.

I t  is true that the Japanese have annoyed and wronged the 
Chinese in many ways, but it is also true that you have annoyed  
and wronged the Japanese, and I  could construct a strong  
argum ent, w ith much evidence, against one nation as well as the 
other.

Destruction awaits those who seek to profit by the suffering 
of others. The strongest proof of friendship is suffering for  
others. T h is is t,he way of the cross which is the sym bol o f  
C h ristianity . Those who give themselves in service to the 
com m unity w ill find that the com m unity, sooner or later, w ill 
serve them, or their children. H ave you the courage to wait, 
as Jesus w aited, for the fruits o f your service to ripen after you 
are dead ?

I t  is high tim e to  adopt in our public affairs the spirit of 
scientific im partiality  and of Christian good-w ill. The rational
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methods of free discussion and of honest cooperation are the 
only safe and sure ones. W iien human society lacks either the 
leg of science o f the leg of service, it hobbles along like a one­
legged man on a crutch . I t  is upon the sound and healthy  
basis of wisdom and love that mankind advances.

In  conclusion I  may give vou warning against two strong  
tem ptations which you will encounter as you make your com ­
mencement day in your life work. In  your years of train in g in 
this great university you have developed strong impulses to know  
and to serve which I  have emphasized today. Y ou r two worst, 
tem ptations will come fro m  the weakening or the fading of 
these great impulses.

The first tem ptation w ill be to stop your studying. I f  you 
are going to be a great leader, vou must study ail vour life , 
and you must strive to make your knowledge more and more 
exact. Tireless, persevering, im partial search for truth is 
one of the indispensable conditions of leadership. It. is correct 
for you to assume that the knowledge you have acquired up to 
date is an exceedingly sm all fraction of knowledge that is 
available and needful. M ay you make your commencement dav 
a day of dedication to a life -lon g search for wisdom.

Y o u r  second great tem ptation w ill be go into the 
com m unity to turn the advantages of your superior training to 
personal benefit. I f  vou go out to seek a position in which 
first of all your own fame and bank account m ay be prom oted, 
then this institution has made a bad investment in your 
education. Y o u r greatest tem ptation is the quest forpersoD al 
profit. I f  vou have com e from  a remote and needy country  
com m unity, have you a right to forget that com m unity that 
gave vour birth  ? Y ou  have, I  believe, the duty of considering 
seriously the call to go back to give your life to make that 
people of that com m unity happier by all the means you have 
learned and will learn : by getting ligh t and cleanliness into 
their houses, expelling disease and ignorance and selfishness, 
prom oting cooperative enterprises from  which the whole 
com m unity may benefit.

Finally I  leave with you the story o f a beautiful sym bol 
used in one branch of Japanese Buddhism . T h ey use w ater to 
sym bolize benevolence because it alw ays seeks its own level. 
They teach that if a man is rich, he should share his riches 
until others become equally rich. I f  a man has wisdom, be 
should freelv give his wisdom to make others wise also. 
Sim ilarly with charity and other goods of life . H ereafter then 
whenever vou take a drink of water I trust you will remember
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m y words to you to d a y : you are the water of life  to your 
neighbor. iVlav you keep the water of your life pure and  
abundant and flowing. A nd I  trust that in centuries to come 
some one am ong vou. may be honored as one of the great- and 
w orthy persons who helped to- make Szechwan the greatest 
province of China.

I t  has been a happy experience for me to  be here today, 
and to the m em bers o f the graduating class I  give my best 
wishes for happiness and  success in pursuing truth and iis 
practicing good-w ill..

C H E N G T U  H O S P IT A L S  B O A R D ,

The report of the C hengta H ospitals Board for 193-1 which, 
lias just been issued makes very interesting reading and should  
be studied by all who are in any way concerned with M issionary  
w ork in W e s t  China. This report is quite a new development. 
H ith erto  we have had from  tim e to  tim e separate reports of the 
hospitals. JSTow all are comprised in the one report and there  
bv is svm bolized the state of transition which is now in process. 
T h e  H ospitals used to be regarded as centres of healing and 
evangelism , each w orking under the aegis o f a particular mission  
as a part o f its m issionary w ork. N ow  they are that and more. 
The whole group o f  hospitals in Chengtu is am algam ated into  
one-unified clinical organization for the instruction of students 
in m edicine dentistry and nursing. Thus they become an integral 
part of the College of M edicine and D en tistry  in the W e st  
China Union. U n iv ersity .

B v the co-ordination o f  the w ork in these hospitals the 
tim e of D octors and teachers is economised and specialization in 
each departm ent is provided for w ithout duplication or waste 
o f  tim e and energy.

A n  interesting historical sketch of each hospital introduce»  
the report oi its w ork for the year.
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The H ospital Board includes various branches o f activity, 
and we find reports on Baby W elfare , Student H ealth , T raining  
of doctors and nurses and Pharm acy as well as the statistical 
reports of the work of each co-operating hospital. There are 
included seven separate medical and dental institutions with 2 70  
beds, sixteen dental chairs with a staff of over a hundred doctors, 
nurses, interns and assistants. These institutions and their 
staffs have provided clinical facilities and instruction for tw entv  
seven m edical-dental students and twenty five nurses, given  
treatm ent to 2 9 1 9 9  out-patients of over 8 9 ,0 0 0  trea tm e n ts ; 
Lriven medical and surgical treatm ent to 3761 in-patients, with  
an average of over 15 days each, or a total of 5 8368  days’ hos­
pital service. This has been done with an expenditure of 
$ 1 4 2 4 2 5  (silver) exclusive o f m issionaries’ salaries. O f the total 
com bined income $ 1 3 3 5 9 2  has been received for hospital service 
and $ 8 9 6 7  has come from  M ission Board grants and gifts.

F o r  the details of patients and diseases we must refer our 
readers to the report itself. On the whole a year of steady, 
uninterrupted w ork is shown both in the clinical activities of 
the hospitals and in the training of doctors and nurses.

A n  extract from  the concluding pages of the report will 
give som e useful guidance in understanding the aim s of the 
H ospitals Board.

“ Aside from  the U n iversity  Dispensary and D ental 
Clinic the College of M edicine and D entistry of the U nion  
U n iv ersity  neither owns nor controls any hospital pro­
perties, though it has supplied clinical equipment and 
personell to the hospitals. The M ission H ospitals of the 
city have graciously welcomed the students to attend their 
institutions for clinical instruction, thus m aking possible a 
beginning in m edical-dental education. The organization  
o f the H ospitals Board marks a second step forw ard. I t  has 
given us a much greater degree of co-operation  and unitv 
of direction, perm itted a more satisfactory alloction of our 
staff members to their respective specialties, thus im proving  
clinical instruction and contributing to a larger hospital 
service. I ts  supreme service however is in building up a 
central controlling body to hasten the establishm ent of a 
centralized clinical hospital accessible to the M edical Dental 
College, and to facilitate  the transfer of our clinical w ork  
from  the seven scattered places in which it is now carried  
on to the new centre.”
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In  the m inds of the H osp ita ls  B oard the future prospect 
lies on the U n iversity  Campus. I t  is hoped in tim e that the 
whole of the medical and dental activ ities of the Co-operating  
M issions w ill be transferred to a central hospital to be erected  
there, where the students and doctors will be housed in close 
proxim ity  to a com pact, self-contained unit of activ ity . This  
is an ideal that would be welcomed by all except for some im ­
portant objections. In  the first place it  may be questionable 
whether a site so far outside the city is m ost suitable for a 
general m edical mission w ork that is to reach the mass of the 
population, then it m ust be remembered that the missions 
concerned have already expended large sums of monev to erect 
hospitals in various parts o f the city, so as to have their medical 
m ission work in close proxim ity  to their churches. These ex­
pensive buildings may be out of date from  a strictly professional 
point of view, but in the eyes of the m ission authorities they are 
com paratively new and it would need considerable powers of 
persuasion to bring the missions to part with them  at the risk 
o f driving a wedge of m ilitary or other official activ ity  into the 
heart of their general missionary plant. The missions concerned 
look on their hospitals as an im portant part of their evange­
listic w ork and have planned their outfit so as to have all 
branches of their activities, evangelistic, educational and medical 
in one centre co-operating towards one end. I t  may not be 
easy therefore to persuade them that the advantages of one 
united centre of m edical and dental training on the U n iversity  
Campus so far outweigh the present m ethod as to justify  the 
break-up of the plant and transference of the m edical w ork to 
the U n iversity . A s an alternative the old hospitals m ight still 
be carried  on and the new U n iv ersity  H ospital be an additional 
piece o f w ork. B ut where would the funds and the personel 
come from  to meet such a considerable extension ?

These are w eighty problem s w hich the H ospitals B oard is 
now facing, as the minutes of their last m eeting, reported on 
another page, w ill show. In  the m eantim e there seems nothing  
to do but to  carry on as at present fo r  a tim e until ways and 
means fo r  better concentration are discovered.
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H O S P I T A L S  B O A R D .

Meeting o l the Hospitals Board at the home o f Dr. R. G. Kilborn 
on June 17, 1932

M em b ers presen t; D r . Beech, M essrs. H ib b ard  and Borebam , 
M iss H arrison , M iss Dennison, D r . R .G .  K ilb o rn , D r. 
M an ly, D r. Lindsay, D r. Anderson, D r. Meuser, D r . M orse, 
D r. M u llett, D r . Liljestrand, D r. M axw ell.

’ V is ito r s : D r . M axw ell, D r . Sparling, D r. L . G . K ilb orn .

O r . M axell invited to sit as a m em ber of the Board.

1. M inutes of previous m eeting read and adopted.

2. R eport on printing of H o sp ita l R ep ort received.

3. R eport of C om m ittee in M ethods of Progress towards 
establishing U n iversity  H ospital was received, discussed, 
revised and adopted unanimously as fo llo w s :

1. T h at we affirm the findings of the Senate Com m ittee as 
herewith subm itted, regarding the establishing of a clinical 
hospital accessible to the M edical Dental C ollege ; and that 
we urge the M issions and the Boards and the B oard of 
G overnors to  w hom  the report was sent and by them a p . 
proved in principle to take action looking towards its 
creation in the near future.

2 .  A s a  possible means to this end, we petition the missions and 
through them their H om e Boards to canvass the possi­
bilities of the follow ing :

(a) The erection and equipping of the Clinical Teaching  
H ospital accessible to the College of M edicine and  
D entistry o f the W e s t  China U n io n  U n iversity , unit 
by unit, through proceeds m ade available by the sale 
o f the present hospital properties as Si Shen T si or j 
and H si D si K o n g  or/and Shen Si K ai or by other 
grants.
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(b ) T o  appoint all or the m axim um  number of their  
present staff (foreign) for service in connection with  
the centralized p lan t and give this program  the largest 
possible financial support that they can in justice to  
other claim s.

(c) I f  the above proposals are unacceptible, we request 
that the M ission subm it other proposals which w ill 
help the centralized hospital project to go forw ard  
and insofar as m av be found practicable contribute  
to  its successful operation as a united clinical teaching  
hospital adjacent and accessible to the M ed ical-D en tal 
College.

3. T h at we affirm the principle o f the recom m endations of the 
1 9 2 4  Com m ittee as printed in the Senate M inute 1 6 9 0 , (b ), 
(g), (i), ( j) , and request the chairm an to revise their w ord­
ing for subm ission at the next m eeting.

A d j o u r n e d  6 : 3 0  ,

R . A . P e t e r s o n ,  S e c .

C H R I S T I A N  M E D I T A T I O N .

Karl Ludvig Reichelt.

Our topic is “ M editation  seen from  the standpoint o f  
C hristianity ’'. A ccording to  S t. John, C hap. 10 verse 10 , the  
great promise to  all who give themselves over to Jesus C hrist  
and take H im  as their Shepherd is that “ T hey m ight have life  
and that they m igh t have it m ore abundantly” . This abundant 
life  depends on m any things. L e t us m ention one of the most' 
vital things here today, the holy a r t of C hristian  M editation .



THE WEST CHINA MISSIONARY NEWS 1 7

I t  comes again and again in the teaching of Jesus C hrist 
when speaking about the nature of the K in gd om  of God or of 
H eaven, th at the m ost im portant thing is to have opened ears 
and opened eves. Com pare M ark 4. 9 -1 1 . Com pare also St 
Paul’s words about the spiritual man and the natural man in I  
C or. '3. A ccording to these words of Jesus and St Paul there are 
som e people who are “ w ithin” or “ spiritual” . On the other hand 
there are others who are “ w ith ou t” or “ carnal” whose whole 
wav o f thinking and living depends upon the five senses, who are 
outside the spiritual realm and accordingly not in touch with  
the innerm ost realities of life , thev are “ natural” men. But 
that means also that they live an exceedingly poor and im perfect 
life , entangled in those things which lead to corru ption  and 
death.

N o w  man, according to his deepest nature, is longing for  
life , eternal life , boundless life. Because he is created in the 
im age o f God he is a spark of the D ivine, eternal flame (R om ans
1 1 .3 6 ) and he w ill never com e into harm ony or feel at peace 
before he returns to God again. A n d  another thing, the 
opportunity w ill come earlier or later fo r  everybody to get into  
that state that they mav become “ spiritual men” born from  
above. I t  w ill come, but the precious tim e must be used. In  
all the great religions this great aim , this yearning attitude of 
the human soul is expressed m ore or lessclearlv . F or instance 
in Buddhism, the very central thought is that o f com ing back, 
returning hom e” Jjj] ;  g  . They have not the clear
and w onderfully inspiring idea of returning home to God as a 
personal Father, they have not-the clear and secure idea of an 
historically reliable Saviour and Shepherd “ who gives H is life  
fo r  the Sheep.” I t  is a ll shrouded in vague conceptions of an 
indescribable “ N i r v a n a ” . The way of Salvation is thought of 
in term s of self-assertion or faith  in the m erciful A m itabhu and 
his host of Bodhisattvas. Nevertheless the idea of the return 
to  the real ideal and source, the com ing back to one’s real self 
is always in the background.

In  the words of Jesus we find these things clearly stated. 
T he great word in H is own life was always this “ I  go to the 
F ath er” and the innerm ost meaning of the wonderful Gospel H e  
preached was just the same, to open up a new and living way for  
all H is little  brethren on earth which would bring them  safely  
and securely hom e to the Father. H e  wanted H is  disciples to  
see and feel that already here on earth they were in the House 
of the F ath er. T h erefore  H e teaches them to open their eyes 
and open their ears that they m igh t see and understand. Because
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the eternal and spiritual, the real inside of life , may be com ­
prehended through the external phenomena. Com pare H is words  
“ Consider the lilies of the field” , and rem em ber H is  words about 
the face of the sky and the signs of the tim es. H e  would have 
them  to listen as well to the silent voice in connection with the 
mysteries of the K in gdom  of God as to the quiet whispering of 
the wind which blow eth where it listeth , the quiet w ork by the 
H o ly  Spirit (S t John 3. 8 ).

Certainly there are no lim its to the riches, to the abundant 
fulness of life, to which a disciple of Jesus Christ m ay attain  
when the eyes and the ears have been opened.

*  *  *  *

This spiritual listening in, this spiritual clairvoyance is 
closely linked up with the holy function called m editation. T o  
m editate in the C hristian m eaning of the w ord is to enter the 
silence with a deliberate and burning desire fo r  the closest 
possible communion w ith  G od, with H is  cosm os arid with one's 
own real self. In  a very true and subtle sense these three sides 
fa ll w onderfully into line, so the whole ob ject m ay well be briefly 
stated thus :

“ M editation is the holY act o f concentration in G o d ”

W h a t  is then the aim  in m editation ? The aim  of Christian  
m editation is to be so liberated from  all selfish and w orldly  
bondages th at we may be able to see life , the past, the present 
and the future in the ligh t of G od, and thereby come into oneness 
and harm ony w ith the whole in all-em bracing love and wisdom . 
In  this love the true w isdom  is also included and inseparably  
w ith this goes the holy w ill from  which the m ost fru itfu l service 
em anates.

There are quite a few places in the Bible where the holy  
art o f m editation is touched upon. In  the 139th  P salm  we have 
a w onderful expression of religious m editation, som e of the m ost 
essential characteristics are to be found here ; holv concentration  
in G od, deep awe and reverence tow ards God in his m ajesty, 
power and glory, the wondering attitude in regard to one’s own  
life  and faith and to the fate of the universe and m an. Those  
old pious people in Israel knew how to m editate ! The faculty  
o f H o ly  W on d er was very prom inent am ong them . Com pare  
with this the attitude of m any people in our days. So m any  
seem alm ost to have lost the faculty of W o n d e r . T hey say they 
must have all things clearcut and they think they have it. T hey  
are through with the problem s. E veryth in g  is orderly put up
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in  their storehouse, tabled and catalogued. C ertainly people  
with such an attitude do not have any great use for Christian  
m editation .

The old m ystics am ong tire prophets o f Israel had many 
good things to say about m editation. O ften they used another 
name .; to wait upon the Lord ■; H ear w hat one of them , the great 
m ystic Isaiah, ha-d to sav about this “ They that w ait upon the 
L ord  shall renew their strength, they shall mount up w ith wings 
a s eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
not fa in t.”

In  the N ew  Testam ent there are som e places which give a  
profound description of the specific Christian art o f m editation. 
W h a t S t Luke says about the H o ly  M oth er o f Jesus is really a 
rem arkable description “ B u t M ary kept all these things and 
pondered them  in her h eart” Luke 2. 19. There is an act of 
keeping the thoughts given from  God in the h ou rof m editation, 
-and an act of pondering them . I t  should be remembered that 
the Greek 'word in the text here given as “ pondering” has as its 
first and m ain m eaning “ to throw  hither and th ith er” . T h e  
m ind, the heart, the inner man is brought into a state of holv  
m otion , G o d ’s own spirit m oves on together with our own spirit, 
■so finally we are brought up into a higher plane where the spirit 
o f  man and G od ’s spirit become one. T his is expressed also bv  

1 Paul in H om ans 8 . 16, ‘26 and 2 7 . F ro m  this we also  
understand the expression “ H e  has put us in the heavenly places.” 
In  regard to this holy union between G od ’s sp irit and the sp irit 
o f  regenerated man the classical statem ents are given in I  
C orinthians 2, 4 -1 6 , the chapter dealing w ith the higher w isdom , 
th e  theosophia, the real theosophy. R ead it, ponder'upon it.

So finally we come to the m ost strik in g passage from  the 
N ew  Testam ent, giviug the fullest and m ost extensive description  
of the real nature o f  Christian M ed ita tio n . I t  is the w ellknow n  
passage in S t P au l’s E p istle  to the Ephesians Chap 3 . 1 4 -2 1 .

Christian m editation according to this passage means to 
launch out into the boundless ocean which we call G od, so that 
we “ m ay be able to com prehend w ith all saints w hat is the 
breadth and length and depth and height and to know the love  
o f  C hrist which passeth know ledge, that w e'm ight be filled with  
all the fulness of G o d .” N o w  it is very significant that S t Paul 
does not try  to explain  in detail what this boundless ocean 
■contains. H e  knows very well th at explanation would mean  
■limitation. H e  does not say breadth and length and depth and 
h eigh t in regard to any special g i ft  or virtue. H e  gives it in 
its  full absoluteness.
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This is the very rem arkable thing in regard to m editation -  
to m editate means to com « into touch with the absolute, the  
boundless the lim itless in all dim ensions and in all directions. 
I t  means that a human being w ith a ll his lim itations and im ­
perfections m ar enter through Jesus C h rist into the risen life,, 
where gradually by means of the holv act of m editation the 
obstacles mav be removed so that we m a f begin to comprehend  
som ething of the breadth and length and depth and h e ig h t; that 
is to say. to com prehend som ething of God. In  this connection  
we cannot but rem em ber the words of the Apostle  S t John, the  
man so close to the heart o f Jesus. W h en  speaking about the  
three precious years which he him self and the other apostles had- 
together w ith the Mas-ter Jesus C hrist he uses these striking  
words. “ O f H is  fulness have all we received and grace f o r  
grace.” T h e esp re ssio n ‘ ‘grace for grace” according to the exact 
meaning of the G reek text is Grace instead of G race. The- 
allusion to the boundless ocean is quite obvious. H e  is staying  
beside th e  great ocean and he sees as so m in i  of us have done 
here and in W estern  countries the-great waves o f the sea. com ing  
in everlasting succession washing up against, the shore., 
continually filling the air with unspeakable freshness and vigour,, 
penetrating and renewing our very system,, soul and bodv. This  
is what m ay happen in a spiritual way during the quiet hour of 
m editation. T o  b e a  C hristian in the ideal meaning of the word  
means to have built the tem ple of the soul at the seashore, near 
the bouudless ocean of G o d . I t  means direct com m union with  
G od, and until we know directly we are at the mercy of every  
cleyer argum ent around us. W e  cannotknow  H im  bv the senses, 
we cannot know H im  by the em otions, we cannotknow  H im  bv  
the m ind , we can only know H im  by the sp irit, that is H im se lf  
within us and when once we know H im  in ourselves, H e w ill shine 
upon us from  everything around us. R ealize God within you—  
and w hat is there of outer things that can stop you, hinder vou< 
or turn you from  your path ?  This has been the secret about  
the m ystics o f all tim es.

Through m editation they were in the m ost intim ate touch  
with the Infin ite , w ith G od. T herefore they knew how to live- 
under the m ost tryin g outer conditions a life in true serenity  
and peace. Sorrow s could not crush them  and anxiety could not 
harass them .

Through m editation they had found a w av back to G od, the- 
Source and Fountain of L ife , and in H im  they had found them ­
selves, their own real ego, all their fellow  men and all the w orld»  
and U niverses.
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In  the hour of m editation they also learned to value people 
differing from  them selves; all kinds of petty jealousies and 
unbind criticism s were done aw ay with. There, in the silenee, 
before the sight of G od, things came into the right proportion. 
The great things appeared great and the sm all things appeared  
sm all. Pride and vanity, the petty strife  for tem poral honour 
and glory, the secret pulling of strings, the ordinary h eart­
burning caused by all kinds of petty offences— all these things 
are seen in their true ligh t. The great liberation  takes place, 
affecting the soul and the body. The m editation hour proves 
the sanatorium  where the inner and outer man are restored and 
renewed.

(T o  be continued)

A N  O X F O R D  G R O U P S  P A R T Y .

“ Staggering !” was the word used independently by three 
clergym en when asked what their first impression of an O xford  
Groups P arty  was. H ere are som e of the things th a t staggered  
them  :—

(a) The L o w  and sin cerity o f  the- leaders. There wassuch  
a  fine C hristian spirit abroad that if one was not called by one’s 
C hristian  name within the first hour or so, that was one’s own 
fault. “ R u th  has got a message for us to -n igh t, now R uth  t” 
“ John, do you mind speaking up, the people at the back cannot 
hear” . In such an atm osphere, “ R e v ” and “ M r .” and “ M iss” , 
seemed to belong to the tw entieth century, “ John”  and “ M a ry ” 
to the first. As Bishop Linton of Persia recorded at one of the 
closing meetings, when speaking of the sp irit of the Groups :—  
“ This is the m ost Christian thing I  know in all m y Christian  
experience” .

The sincerity o f the leaders was equally obvious. W h en  
ju d gm en t begins in the house of G od, it is a startlin g thing. 
Those whom one had looked upon as earnest consecrated people, 
were perfectly frank about their failures and refusals to do the
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W i ll  of G od. And as one listened to them being perfectly sincere  
■with God and man in this fashion, the wav was made easv for  
one to be the same. “ A  desire to make a 'good  im pression on 
people of im portance, has been revealed to m e  to be sinful” said 
one lady. “ Y ou  may not think it” said a well-dressed young 
man at his first P arty , “ but I  live in a th ird  storev a ttic  in 
L ondon , sleep on the floor, and do all m y own w ashing” . “ I  
w ant to confess” said a lady who has recently taught a t  one of 
the m ost fam ous schools for girls in E ngland, “ that not long  
ago I m isappropriated nineteen shillings. L ast night I  made 
restitu tion .”

(6) The trem endous challenge that is made. E verv area of 
life  has to be yielded to C hrist. A bsolute honesty, purity, 
selflessness, and love are the four great claim s that are made  
upon us. W e  m ust be ready to put ourselves and our all at 
C hrist’s disposal, so that H e bv the H o ly  S pirit may guide us 
continually w hat to do and say and th in k. T h is has m eant in 
som e cases, a selling up of lands and sharing of goods, as they 
did in N ew  Testam ent days ; it has m eant a tearing up of life  
plans and a readiness to allow  God to decide where one shall go 
and what one shall be (and it is am azing the num ber of men, 
including one-tim e “ toughs” , who are now training for the  
m inistry !) ; and it means absolute willingness to let God decide  
w hat one shall do in all the details of life , such as sm oking, 
drinking, the tim e one gets up, and the clothes one wears. 
“ T h at everyone should have the m axim um  experience of C h rist  
b v  vielding to H im  as the H o ly  S pirit lsads” . T h at is the 
challenge. N o  w onder then that a M oderator of the Presbyterian  
Church in South A fr ic a , with tw enty-five years o f successful 
m inistry behind him , should say that he was continually learning  
from  these young men and women who had but recently come to 
know C h rist. ‘

(c) The gaiety o f  the m eetings. Joke after joke was made 
in the m ost spontaneous fashion im aginable. A t  times people 
rocked with laughter, and the m ore they laughed, the more  
u n com fortable som e people became. One ladv confessed that 
she had the fear o f God put into her bv the m eetings. A noth er, 
(and she was typical o f many others) that she had com e to 
realize that the leaders had a joy  and peace that she did not 
possess, and which she longed to obtain . The opinion of a ladv  
■who had been to forty  conventions is well w orth quoting. “ W h a t  
G od the H o ly  Spirit did through tears in days gone bv, H e  is
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(d ) The keenness o f  people to w in  others. “ P agans1'' of the 
■cultured type, capoe to this party 011 ihe F riday, were converted  
by the Sunday and were a wav off hom e bv the M onday to bring  
their friends along from  far and near. T h at is one side. The  
other side is that the leaders envisage w orld revival. T hey have 
ceased to talk of revival as som ething that m ight com e. I t  has 
already com e. ‘ "N ever in' the history of O x fo rd ” we w eie  
reminded, “ has such a thing happened as the com m issioning of  
one hundred and fiftv  men and women to go out N . S. E - and W .  
preaching C h rist.” M r . U p w ood , editor o f the Church of  
England N ew spaper ¡said th a t -Iin two or three years tim e people 
would p robably look back to this occasion as one of the startin g  
points of the great revival that had already taken place”’.

So far I  have w ritten as an observer. A s it is one of the 
principles o f  the Groups to “ share” , allow  me in closing to say 
som ething of w hat this party has meant to me personally. I  
went there conscious of a deep need, the need of com plete victory  
in my life. L et me express that need in term s of a problem  with 
which one was continually confronted in W . C hina. I f  an opium  
sm oker came to me and asked me how he m ight get rid of his 
habit, I  could only have told him theoretically how to set about 
it . I  knew that it was possible for him  through faith  in C hrist  
Jesus to win through, because others had done so. But I  could  
not have told the man this out of m y own experim ental 
knowledge o f C h rist ’s saving power, m eeting my own particular 
needs and giving me victory day bv day. I f  it be true that one 
cannot lead another man along the road of Christian experience  
furth er than one has gone yourself, then it is not surprising that 
I  never saw an opium sot liberated from  his curse and made a 
life-changer. This was thechallenging thought that came afresh  
to me at this last party, and this is the verse of Scripture (one 

.needs to read the whole chapter to get the im port o f  it) that 
reminded one of one’s deep need, and God’s ab ility  to m eet i t : 
‘ ‘ Thus saith the L ord  G od, I  do n ot this for your sakes, O house 
of Israel, but for  M in e  H o ly  N a m e’s sake, which ye have pro­
faned am ong the heathen, whither ye went”. (E zek . 3 6 . verse. 
22) A nd w ith this thought came the thought of N o w . G od ’s 
W ill  for me N ow  is victory , victory in the thing that m arred  
life  and service for so long. I  claim ed victory on th at ground  
and have gone on in the strength of C hrist’s enabling.

The next afternoon after this surrender it was the m ost 
natural thing in all the world to speak of victory to a graduate  
o f  B erlin  U n iv ersity  and lead him  to yield his life to C hrist. 
A n d  the follow ing m orning, when he came down to breakfast
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radiant with the M aster, he told us th at a man at one of the  
meetings had received guidance, to give him  a suit of clothe?, 
and that this had not only fitted him perfect.lv, but had supplied 
a need over which he had praved. A gain , com ing back to 
London, it seemed the obvious thing to do to seek the S p irit's  
guidance as to which railw ay carriage one entered, and after  
entering one carriage where there were five business men and a 
lady, one found after a short tim e that it  was m ost fitting to  
talk of w orld problem s in term s of “ C hrist or C haos” . A t  
Paddington one just missed a bus, and standing on the pavement 
was a man who had shown a kindness to me and was ready to  
hear of the life  that is surrendered to C hrist.

One knows that it  is easv to w rite like this in the first flush 
o f enthusiasm after days spent ao closely to G od. One has seen 
men and women these last few days however, who yielded their 
lives to God in this fashion several vears ago and under the  
power and guidance of the H o ly  S pirit have gone from  strength  
to  strength. Thev have found a new quality of life , and that 
new life  has led to what the average Christian would call 
“ miraculous changes” in the lives of others, but which these men 
and women them selves look upon as the ordinary and expected  
because it is the L ivin g G od w ith W h o m  they have to do.

H .  A . M a x w e l l .

V E G E T A B L E  G A R D E N 'S

A  quotation from  a letter, "‘ Those M orse’s E a rly  Tomatofia 
are great. I  planted fo u r  varieties and the other three were’ 
killed off by b ligh t. T h at variety came through with flying  
colours.’'

F ro m  various sources we have learned th at many varieties  
of tom atoes during the last few years have succumbed to b light 
in Sze Chuan. A t  the U n iversitv  we have been testing varieties 
and fo r  those who are interested we pass on the nam es of the 
follow ing varieties which we have found stand up under Sze 
Chuan clim atic conditions. M orse ’s Special E arlv , M arglobe, 
and Break O ’ D ay. A ll  these varieties have been specially  
produced b y  plant breeding experts to w ithstand tom ato b lig h t.
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W e  would also like to pass on this inform ation  fo r  the 
benefit of those who are fond of spinach. In  and around  
C hengtu the local spinach plant runs to seed with the first long 
spell of heat in late A p ril and M ay, and then it is n ot until the 
early fall th a t a supply of spinach can be purchased or grow n.

W e  have found that, a variety called N ew  Zealand Spinaeh 
if  sown in the early spring, w ill provide a continuous crop of 
spinach for many weeks of the summer months when no other 
spinach w ill grow under Sze Chuan conditions.

F o r  those who w ant a lettuce which is not as easily driven  
to going to seed w ith the heat of the spring, should include in 
their order for spring sow ing an order for M igonette lettuce. 
This variety will give a supply of lettuce during M ay, June and 
July, when other varieties will not stand the clim atic conditions  
of the Chengtu P lain .

T H E  M O V E M E N T  T O  C H R I S T  I N  S U I F U

I t  was stated a few vears ago by som e who are recognized 
leaders of thought in this country that C hristianity had failed'. 
Som e missionaries have perm itted themselves to believe that 
the hev day of Christian m issionary effort reached in the years 
1922  to 1 9 2 5  is passed. Such is not m v experience of the past 
rear in the Suifu district.

C hrist remains as the finest type of character ever seen in 
th is w orld. H is  loyalty  to the highest ideals of righteousness. 
H is sacrificial service of a ll in need. H is victorious faith in God  
are sure to call men from  selfishness, lust, and hopelessness. I f  
on ly  they can see H im  and hear H is voice w ithin !

W e  have just closed a special week of meetings held in the 
c ity  of Suifu beginning the fifteenth of M ay . The new auditorium  
of our Y ou n g M en’s Association was crowded w ith about five 
hundred people each night and hundreds were turned aw ay for  
lack of room . Scores remained each evening to hear m ore  
about The W a y  of L ife  and many returned the next day to begin  
the study of The W o rd  of G od.
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W e  organized with D r. H a rry  J . Openshaw, the veteran  
m issionary, as preacher each evening, Dr. Charles T om pkins, the 
beloved phvsician for over tw enty years in this district., as music 
director, M r. L ui Guan Dz, secretary of the “ Y ” as head usher. 
M r. W e n  D igi D z. of the church staff as chairm an o f com m ittee  
of follow  up, and the w riter as leader of Inquirers’ Classes.

Each day began w ith a prayer group of Christians at the 
church : and each night ended with a large group of inquirers 
in the upper room  of the “ Y ” . Each m orning found C hristians  
w orking at sale of gospels ; and each evening found the multitude 
com ing to hear the Gospel. Each afternoon found devoted  
individuals is twos visiting the Inquirers o f the night b e fo r e ;  
and at four o ’clcok there were quite a num ber of these com ing  
for the quiet presentation o f the Com m andm ents, the Beatitudes, 
the Catechism , and M ethod in P rayer. Each evening started  
w ith  an inspiring song se rv ice ; and it was follow ed bv a 
gripping presentation of C hrist and a challenge to believe and 
follow  H im . •

Scores of people came forw ard at the close of each m eeting  
to hear more about C hrist and H is  W a y  of L ife . These we 
gradually thinned out while D r . Openshaw talked to them  
until those who seemed genuinely interested rem ained. These 
were invited upstairs where, in the gallery, one of our Chinese 
brethren w7ould tell his personal experience w7ith the M aster. 
Then those who wished went to the inner room  for registration  
and a word of encouragem ent and prayer.

There are over a hundred new learners who m ay join  our 
regular Inquirers Group a t the Church as a result of this effort. 
A t  E aster there were over tw enty from  these classes in the city  
w ho follow ed C hrist in baptism . Thus people of the c ity  are 
beginning to follow  the m ovem ent w hich we have felt through  
the country d istricts during the past year.

T h e week of Inquirers’ Classes of the country and village  
people during the past year have had record attendances o f a 
hundred and tw enty in the spring and one hundred and sixty in 
the w inter. F rom  these classes and our schools, we have been 
privileged to see one hundred and forty-n in e follow  C hrist in 
B aptism .

These groups have included a large m ajority between  
sixteen and tw enty-five years of age. Som e of these are 
students of schools through this d istrict who come in inquiring  
groups to talk and study the B ib le  in every visit I  have been 
privileged to make. Som e are young business men who wish to 
possess the certainties o f spiritual life . Som e are farm ers w ho 
wish to cooperate w ith God in their efforts.
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T h e  students of our schools are feeling the m ovem ent. 
V olu n tary  B ib le  Classes of these students are increasing in size. 
U sually these are held away from  the school property. A t  the 
last one held near the white pagoda alm ost the entire student 
body of the M iddle School cam e.

One rejoices to see what C hrist is doing in the lives o f some 
o f  these young men when lie hears their statem ents before the 
church m eeting. “ M y country is in a fearful condition . Only  
C hrist can save it. I  want to follow  H im ” . “ C hrist lived a 
victorious life . I  want to try to live like H im .” “ I  w ant the 
strength God gives to serve m y country well” .

Thus the C hrist is calling to men to -d ay . H is  Gospel is 
■“ the pow er o f God unto salvation to  everyone that believeth.” 
G od lives. C hrist calls. H is  K ingdom  comes. W e  feel it in 
th is  district.

A  T R I P  T O  T H E  L O L O  C O U N T R Y

J a m e s  L . M a x w e l l ,  M . D .

The E d ito r  has asked me to give a b rief account of the 
recent trip  th at som e of us took  through the L olo  country. I  
suppose that his ob ject in asking a newcomer to do this is that 
first impressions of a novice to such travelling have a vividness 
perhaps more interesting to readers than the reasoned experience  
of m ore seasoned explorers.

Our party consisted of D rs. M orse, Leslie K ilb o rn , M ullett, 
Cunningham., M r..D ickinson  and m yself. D r . M orse was seeking 
an thropological data, I ,  in form ation  about disease conditions 
and the others were dealing with their own specialities. P e r ­
sonally I  had a particular interest in the question of the  
prevalence of leprosy, -which rumour said was to be found am ong  
the tribes people.

Our route lay by the ordinary road through Y a -ch o w  to 
Fuling, thence along the north bank of the T on g  R iver to some 
L o lo  villages where we spent a few days. Then across the river
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and by a very prim itive, cross-country road to Tien B a, a fte r  
which we struck across the mountains to the main road again 
fo r  Y u e H si. O n the return journey we follow ed the usual route- 
to  Pu L ing and then turned e'ist bv the old and now little-used  
road towards? K ia tin g  as far as C hin  L on g Chang and thence to- 
O m ei Shan.

T h is is not intended in any wav to  be a diarv o f our journey  
but merely an account of som e of the impressions which a new­
com er acquired, so data of any kind will be out o f place and only  
a few  general observations w ill be given.

The country throughout was glorious. Iso part of the trip  
was w ithout its special interests, and the glory  of the mountains- 
grew more im pressive as the days went on, despite the fact that 
the snow mountains covly hid themsel ves too often and the ascent 
o f the highest passes was in blanketing m ist or pouring rain. 
Out of all the m arvellous views of mountain panoram a it would 
seem difficult to make adequate com parisons but one morning' 
stands out quite pre-em inent. The second m orning out of Puling 
on our return journey we clim bed the hills bevond M a L i Chang, 
a stiff couple of hours’ pull, but am ply rewarded by the wonderful 
panoram a that m et our eyes when we reached the top of the pass. 
I  can only com pare it w ith the beauty of the Grand Canyon and 
w hile it lacked the extraordinary colouring of that famous view  
it  more than made up for that by the sea of peaks that seemed 
to  stretch back to an infinite distance from  the furth er lip  o f  
the canyon. A  full mile below where we stood we got glim pses 
o f the T on g R iver as it  turned the corner of one of its gorges o r  
broke into one of its numerous rapids. The whole scene was- 
superb and impressed itself indelib ly on our m em ories.

The sam e path skirted the top of the hills, dipped steeply 
into a gully and lifted  again to cross a further path and to reveal 
to us but a few  m iles further on a fresh view onlv second in 
beauty to the one I  have described. A t  our feet lav a fertile- 
plain while a great part o f the more distant horizon was occupied 
by the massive square walls of W a  Shan and its unbelievably  
flat sum m it and castle-like appearance, standing out entirely by  
itself with satellite peaks on either hand.

W h a t was a m arvel to  m e, especially so late in the year, 
was the beauty of the flowers. W e  never missed them and they  
seemed to vary from  day to day with some outstanding feature  
each m arch,— today purple and white hvdrangeas, tom orrow  
wonderful heads of lilies, another day orchids in m arvellous 
profusion. The lovely scented white ram bler rose was a very  
strik in g feature here and there;- but a la s ! the m ultitude were
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flowers to which we could give no nam e, and the absence of 
botanical knowledge from  any of our party was a yerv real loss 
in the beauties of flower, shrub and tree around us.

From  the beauty of the scenery one must turn and w ith  
some disappointm ent to the people who inhabited it, but this  
applies m ainly to the dwellers in the vallevs along the mainroutes 
that we travelled. W ith  the tribes-people themselves as we saw  
them  in their own surroundings we were delighted, even with 
the drawbacks of d irt and squalpr that too often characterized  
their hom es. Thev proved to be an upstanding, healthy and' 
very friendly looking people, w ith a warm smile ready fo r  most 
occasions. Quite fran kly they disliked and were suspicious of 
the Chinese and staying am ong them  things were sm o oth erafter  
we sent back our carriers and chairbearers till thev were 
required again to take us awav. O f course the Joss o f some of 
their valleys and a fear of further incursions into their territory  
fully accounts for this.

W e  had established f  riendly relations through the kindness 
of D r . Openshaw w ith the brother o f a chief who is conducting  
a prim itive school for the children of some of the L o lo  villages, 
once such relations had been established all difficulties were 
practically at an end. The connection was easily cemented bv 
starting dispensary w ork in their m idst and th is was appreciated  
to  such an extent th a t we were w arm lv invited to extend our 
visit into the m ore distant mountains of the interior. One has 
no hesitation in saying that with friendly relations established  
and m edicine as an opening wedge there is no part of thé L olo  
country which could not be easily reached by foreigners. There  
would be two difficulties however, which would have to be m et 
and which it  was im possible for us on this present trip  to meet. 
I t  would be quite im possible to take Chinese coolies and 
arrangem ents would have to be made for all baggage to be 
carried by L o lo  or on pack anim als. I t  would be equally im ­
possible to take chairs of any nature as the roads in places are  
little  better than goat tracks and very precipitous and travel 
would have to be on foot or pony back. The w riter has no 
experience w hatever of the latter method of travel and would  
not have attem pted it in anv case.

F ro m  the tribes-people we turn to the inhabitants of the  
Chinese villages and towns which d ot the m ain trade-routes  
dow n the principal valleys and which here and there are still 
found in some of the m ore interior valleys. F rom  beginning to  
end of our trip  and alm ost without a single exception their  
condition was depressing to a degree and the fam iliar line of the 
hym n was constantly recurring to us :
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“ Change and decay in a ll around I  see”

T he w riter has travelled a good deal in other parts of China  
but never under couaitions so depressing. A lm ost every building  
is in need of repair, many of them are falling to the ground, the 
temples and their contents were more than usually neglected, 
m any of the houses were unoccupied and the people, when not 
standing round doing n othing, which seemed a com m on m ethod  
o f em ploym ent, were young and old, from  children scarcely in 
th e ir  teens to women with their lim bs bent with age and m ostly  
in rags, carrving burdens that I  should have hated to Lave to 
l i ft .

Presum ablv there are m any causes contributing to this 
condition  of an abject, povertv strick’en people occupying what 
appears fertile  and highly cultivated country, such as oppression, 
taxation, etc., but supreme am ong these m ust be opium . From  
numbers of peopie whom  I  saw m edically I  estim ated that at 
least eighty per cent of adult males were heavv opium smokers, 
and the proportion  am ong officials, civil and m ilitary , seemed 
higher still. W e  were too late o f course to see the poppy 
grow ing, but everywhere the drying of seed pods from  which  
the seeds are used fo r  oil gave abundant evidence of the extent 
of the poppy crop. Opium lam ps and paraphernalia occupied  
the m ost prom inent place in the village shops and every inn had 
its room  or rooms where opium sm oking was going on. This is 
a pitiful picture and w ithout excuse in a part of the country  
where no srr.uggling could introduce the drug and where the 
grow th of the poppy had been nearly suppressed before the 
revolution.

M y own special interest in this trip  had been to investigate  
the.diseases that were prevalent am ong the tribes-people and 
two observations seem of. sufficient interest to m ention here. 
One of these was the alm ost com plete absence of tuberculosis 
am ong the L olo  in their native surroundings. T h is is a m atter  
of considerable interest when compared w ith the supreme 
prevalence of the disease in China generally and would seem to  
be due to the constant ou t-o f-d oor life  which their daily  
occupations en tail. T h at there is no natural im m unity to  the 
disease is shown by the wav in which these people fall victims 
to it when they live in the vallevs or are moved from  their  
natural surroundings. The other disease to which I  would refer 
is leprosy. This would appear to be the m ost serious disease 
am ong the people of this region. I t  is prevalent both  am ong
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the Chinese in the valleys and the tribes-people in hills and 
maintains its incidence despite the m ast stringent attem pts at; 
eradication by putting the sufferers to death or driving them  
into the high muntains. T h is is am ong the tr ib e s ; the Chinese 
inhabitants tolerate the disease in their midst and especially  
between Fuling and Y u e  H si it may be seen in or near alm ost 
every village or town, indeed the lepers are regularly employed  
as herdsmen of cattle, horses, pigs and »oats.

T o  conclude this brief note of the w riter’s impressions 
there are tw o points to -which one would like to call attention. 
T h e first of these is the accessibility of the tribes-people, and 
the responsibility that this brings to the Christian Church. 
There is no doubt that to a medical evangelist the greater part 
of this large territory  would be freely  open, but the position  
would require a young man specially fitted to such w ork and  
w ith a superabundance o f physical eDergy, for  roads there are 
none and the paths of approach must be of more than excep­
tion al difficulty. F or the right man however, I  believe the 
opportunities would be immense.

The second point to which I  want to refer is the problem  
o f leprosy in this area and especially a mong the tribes-people. 
O f the widespread incidence of the disease there -can be no 
question now of the pitiable condition o f these sufferers 
ostracised from  their own poeple. F rom  m y own observations  
it would seem th at the type of disease is not a yerv severe one, 
and w ith  modern m ethods the proportion of cures should be 
high, H ere again is a challenge to the C hristian Church, for  
only the love of C hrist is able and w illing to reach these 
sufferers. A  small hospital fo r  the treatm ent of early and  
curable oases is urgently needed a t  som e place within reach of  
these p eo p le ; and here it  has to be rem em bered that many of  
them  will go any distance when a real cure can be reasonably  
expected so that such a place m igh t be in connection with  
existin g medical mission w ork. But beyond this a leper 
settlem ent which could take in all less prom ising cases ought to  
be established in the district itself. Such w ork, m ost em inently  
Christlike, has proved enorm ously successful in other lands, both  
in giving physical relief to the sufferers and in leading a very  
large proportion of them into the know ledge o f the truth . T h e  
opportunity for such w ork in the tribes country is great and it 
m igh t prove, as it has done in the past the opening for the 
G ospel to reach these very attractive peoples.
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P R O M  J A P A N  T O  S H A N G H A I

By The Rev. Akira Ebisawa-

(The National Y,M.C.A_ o f Japan arranged for a party o f four Japanese and five 
foreign missionaries to pay a short visit to Christian leaders in Shanghai, for 
eight days (March 12 to 2 0 )v The follow ing account com es from the general 
secretary of the NationaJ Christian Council of Japan. The Rev. J. C. Mann. 
(C.M.S.) was also a member of the party.— Ed.)

N o t by man nor from  man but as the messengers of C h rist  
we went out w ithout any definite program m e in view,, and in  
the belief th at we should be led by the S p irit to fiud the way 
that we coaid be of service, and we were praying : .

(a) To find an opportunity to get in touch w ith  the Chinese  
C hristian leaders if possible.

(b) A t least to  express our deepest sym pathy and try to  remove- 
and misunderstanding in our fellow ship in C hrist.

(c) T o  establish fellow ship with the resident m issionaries fo r  
co-operation and reconciliation.

W e  are now graceful.that we were blessed m ore than we  
anticipated and could, to som e exten t, be m eans to  these ends.

Christian Fellowship

W e  w ere n ot a t all sure how we should be received bv th e  
Chinese Christian leaders at such a tim e, but things turned out 
b etter than we expected. W e  were asked to  stay at the P alace  
H o te l as their guests during our stay, and we also put ourselves 
unreservedly at their disposal.

I t  was really  uplifting that there was shown on all occasions 
the desire on both-sides by all means to  restore and re-establish  
the fellow ship between the two nations. A t  the farew ell dinner 
the H o n . H . N agao ^chairman, T o k y o  Y .M .C . A .j  said that the  
sea separating the tw o countries is wide and. rough, but we must 
endeavour to span the sea w ith the cantilever “ B ridge o f P e a c e ," 
stretching out our right hands o f  fellow ship from  both  sides- 
M r. S. C. Leung [secretary, N a tio n al Y .  M . C . A . ,  China] 
responded, stating that at the present tim e when any contact 
between the two countries is cut off, our com ing togeth er  
around the table was perhaps the first experience fo r  both  n ation »  
and that only our fellow ship in C h rist m ade it  possible.
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I  cannot help but adm ire the Christian attitude o f our 
Chinese brethren, and rejoice in the thought that C hrist is really  
living in the hearts of those Chinese ieaders.

W e  are convinced anew that the Christians, and perhaps 
only the Christians, can well serve as the medium in such a 
delicate situation, to bring about mutual understanding between  
different nationalities. Fortunately there are a few earnest 
Christians in the Japanese official circle in Shanghai, and the 
way in which r-hev tried their best to m eet every situation with  
a Christian sp irit m erits our profound gratitude.

The real issues

There are several ways of interpreting the facts and one 
may differ in details as to what was the actual case, but a fter  
all, the fundam ental reason th at led to this tragedy, quite 
contrary to the expectation of both nations, is obvious. T h at  
is because neighbouring brother nations which should have been 
frien d ly  with each other have been, on the con trary , fostering  
hatred and h ostility  in mutual distrust and lack of respect and  
understanding, ana the actual results we have reaped together  
are none other than the consequences of the destructive power 
of the m odern war system . There are two ways of rem edy. I  
am  convinced that our prim ary duty as C hristians is to push 
forw ard to Christianize the two countries, that the principles 
of love and goodw ill m ay govern the whole of each nation ; 
secondly, to work for the disarm am ent o f a ll the nations in 
united effort w ith  the Christians in other lands.

Practical suggestions •

G reat as are the econom ic losses of both n ation s— it is 
estim ated at M ex . $ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  (at present rates some 
£ 3 6 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  in Chapel alone, and the Japanese budget fo r  thé 
M anchurian and Shanghai incidents is already 1 4 8 ,1 0 4 ,0 0 0  
yen (over £ 1 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ) — they m ight be recovered in the course 
of some years, but the loss of human lives cannot be evaluated  
in m oney, while the spiritual loss in the deeplv-scarred hearts 
of those concerned is so enormous that it w ill require years to  
restore it. H ere  lies the great opportunity for us Christians  
in  both countries. In  order to prevent such an occurrence in 
the future, I  would like to suggest that the follow ing facilities  
be set up in Shanghai as the centre to  deal w ith oriental 
international affairs:—
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(1 )  A  branch office or permanent com m ission of the League 
of N ations should be established there that it  m igh t deal ■with 
m atters more appropriately and prom ote a clear understanding 
o f the situation in the O rient.

(2 )  A n  international agency of C hristianity should be 
established there that it m ight attend to surveys and give proper 
spiritual and religious guidance.

(3 )  A Japanese Christian com m ission with international 
reputation should be appointed to stay there to influence the  
Japanese residents in Shanghai as well as to  get into close touch 
■with the leaders of the different nationalities.

(4 ) A  special effort should be made to im prove and reform  
the educational policy o f both nations to foster friendship.

(5 )  In  order to  prom ote mutual understanding, various 
activities should be carried o n ; such as exchange of fraternal 
delegations or lecturers, and repeated conferences of different 
classes o f both nations.

N O T I C E

In  order to m eet the needs of B ritish  subjects in Chengtu  
and D istrict, the B ritish  Consul General at Chungking on behalf 
of H is  M ajesty 's P rincipal Secretary of State for Foreign  
A ffairs and by virtue of the authority vested in him  has ap­
pointed E i'nest H ib b ard  to be B ritish  P ro .C on su l at Chengtu  
fo r  the purpose of adm inistering oaths and taking affidavits or  
affirm ations and of perform ing all and every notarial acts and 
act under the powers conferred on P ro-C onsuls by the A cts  52  
V ie t ., C ap. 10 and 5 4  and 55  V ie t ., C ap. 50.

Since going to Press we have had the verv sad news of the 
death of M rs. A m os of the C .I .M . and of her little  child . W e  
tender our deepest sym athy to M r . A m o s in this b itter bereave­
m ent and to the China Inland M ission  on the loss o f a valued 
fellow -w oi'ter.
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E

C opy o f letter from Dr. Edmund Sugg o f the C hurch Missionary 
Society Hospital, Ningpo, China, March 15, 1 9 3 2 , to the 

Rev. Stuart Cox, C . M. House, London.

Dear Mr. Cox,—

I  have just returned from  the war zone in Shanghai. An 
appeal was made fo r  m edical volunteers to take care of wounded 
civilians and as it happened during the Chinese N ew  Y e a r  when 
the patients in this hospital make determ ine efforts to return  
h o m e fo rth e  annual fam ily  reunions, verv few beds wereoccupied  
and the outpatient departm ent fa r  from  busy, it occured to me 
tb a tit  offered a splendid opportunity to tender m y services. U p on  
arriv in g  at the headquarters of the C ivilians Em ergency C om ­
m ittee I  was m ost heartily welcomed as the stress of assisting  
the refugees had increased to  such an extent that thev w ere at 
th eir w iis end to m eet the demand for assistance. F or several 
days there had been a continual bom bardm ent between the 
Japanese and Chinese lines. The Japanese aerial bom bs and the 
shells from  heavy artillery  had caused havoc in the densely  
populated villages and districts around Shanghai. The terror  
stricken inhabitants were fleeing from  the inferno raging around  
them leaving everything behind in their haste to escape to a 
place o f safety. In a very few  davs 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  had arrived in 
N in gp o crowded on steam ers to such an extent, th at they  
occupied the cargo holds, with standing room  only. D ailv , 
thousands of Chinese habitations went up in sm oke and flames-', 
and nightly the skies were lit  up w ith the glare of raging fires. 
A s many as tw enty thousand houses were destroyed in one night. 
Consequently there were several thousands o f wounded and 
k illed , and, w hat had previously been prosperous villages and 
districts, were reduced to heaps of ruins. T h e im perative need 
for  surgeons to attend to the wounded was obvious. The head 
m onk of the Jade B uddhist Tem ple generously turned over to us 
com m odious rooms w hich made ideal wards, an autoclave was 
kin d ly  loaned to me and instrum ents and surgical requisites 
assem bled. Several volunteer nurses and m edical students 
rendered valuable services and the sad w ork o f am putating lim bs
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already in advanced stages o f gangrene was begun. I  cannot 
put into language the aw ful pity o f the sights I witnessed as the 
afterm ath of war. These peaceful people scarcely knew what 
it was all about. They were onlv conscious that their houses 
had been blown to pieces or burned up, and they were rendered 
homeless, in many instances sadly wounded. M an y fam ilies  
w ere separated, and had no idea where the other m em bers of  
the fam ily  were. Som e died w ithout leaving any intim ation as 
to the whereabouts of their frien d s; infants were picked up 
severely injured by shrapnel, nobody knowing where the parents 
were. P ro b ab ly  they had been killed outright. W ith in  a few 
days the 150 beds were occupied- by eith er surgical or medical 
refugee patients. A  few m onths previously I  had witnessed the 

■pathetic misery of the flood refugees. This >vas infinitely worse 
on accoi}nt of the fearful m utilations caused by high explosives.

B efore  leaving to take up m y regular job  in Jsingpo, I 
walked through the Japanese lines and surveyed the devastated  
areas. N oth in g  but desolation covered a d istrict of about twelve 
square m iles. A  few Chinese had been perm itted to return and 
search for remains of their property, and there they were, m en, 
women and children grubbing am id the debris fo r  pitiful 
rem nants of w hat they had form erly owned. The destruction  
was so severe that in many instances it was im possible to locate  
their previous dw ellings. U nburied bodies of Chinese soldiers 
still lay where they had fallen and not a single house survived  
the cannonading.

One cannot extol too h ighly the response fo r  volunteer  
workers am ong the Chinese. The young men and women who 
had m edical experience came and freely gave of their tim e and 
know ledge. The work for some time was m ost exhausting owing 
to  the num ber who crow ded into the hospital, but these kindlv  
assistants would work far into the night to bring relief to their 
unfortunate countrym en. The numerous surgical dressings took  
tim e and patience but there was no sign of com plaint or im ­
patience on the part of those who were co-operating with me. 
T ired o f course, but sm ilingly so with no thought of letting up 
t ill  the last dressing was finished. In  all m y m edical experience  
covering fou r continents and fourteen hospitals o f  six different 
n ationalities I  am frank to state, that I  have found no higher  
conception of m edical ideals or m ore efficient and solicitious  
care fo r  the sick than that displayed by m y colleagues in the  
Jade Buddhist Tem ple emergency hospital.

A lthough the surgical work was m ost exacting the spiritual 
was in no wise lost sight o f . Som e diplom acy and taet was
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required as I  had no wish to  offend the susceptibilities of our 
hosts the Buddhist priests. B ut there were frequent opportun­
ities to bring com fort by the bedsides of those who were 
suffering and to remind them of a F ather who regarded their  
m isfortunes with sadness and solicitude and thus opened a vista  
of the future more cheering than they were then brooding over. 
T o those who were able to read, a tract or Gospel portion  
aroused interest and stim ulated inquiries. So I  am sincerely  
hoping that the im perfect teaching I  was under the circumstances 
able to inculcate may bring forth  fruit.

A t  last I  was compelled to return to this hospital and it 
was w ith mutual rpgret and respect that I  said good -bye to m y  
Chinese colleagues who were left to carry on as best they could. 
I  was the onlv foreign doctor in any of the four hospitals for  
the wounded and sick civilians, and there was no prospect of 
securing another. But I  have left them fairlv well equipped  
w ith surgical requisites and trained the medical students during 
the short tim e I was with them to perform  the sim pler opera­
tions so that they will do useful work should the cases continue 
to be adm itted . Thus ended a useful interlude, am ong war 
victim s and I  sincerely hope the need may never again arise.

Y ou rs sincerely,

E d m u k d  G . S u g g .

L u c h o w  S z .  A ug  6, 1 9 3 2 .

Epidem ic has worked its course in the eitv for som e weeks. 
C holera was reported as rife, however it  would seem as if there 
were but few cases of real Cholera. W h atever it was, it did 
take its toll of life.

I t  was encouraging to see, how from  different sources there  
cam e warning and instruction and th at repeatedly, D r . R evelle  
and the H ospital, thought to circulate a C holera tract, but under 
the circum stances, it seemed altogether unnecessary. D uring  
the Sum m er we have been circulating w eekly, different H vgiene  
tracts, which can be seen posted up in the shops and on the 
streets. A lo n g  with those were Gospel tracts of course.
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The tracts and instructions on C holera were well got up 
and in fact, must have been taken directlv from  a Foreign’ - O
M edical B ook.

The T aoists too, were not slow in taking advantage of 
people’s superstitions.

T hey persuaded a section of the city to put up yellow  paper 
lanterns as a protection and when the Epidem ic was abating  
they announced that the E vil S pirit causing the E pidem ic, had 
officially said Good Bye, when leaving for Chungking. A n oth er  
T ract was issued and posted, without indicating its source. T his  
tract or rant, w asa peculiar m ixture of superstition, exhortation  
to seek certain idols, and prophecy of future calam ity , as well 
as offering a very silly  remedy for the Epidem ic.

D uring the latter days of June, some elem ents managed to  
get the people suddenly and fearfully  scared, of im m ediate war 
in the province.

E ven the M ilitary  h astily  scram bled across to the hills and 
dug themselves in. B uilt trenches and other defences, but after  
som e ten days or so, m ade the announcem ent that it was all a 
false report.

The last eigh t or ten days of June we spent am ongst four 
large towns of the d istrict, definitely visiting from  house to 
house, circulating special literature and in tryin g to search out 
those interested in the G ospel. T h e results were very satisfac­
tory . This was our second visit this year. W e  found with the 
first visit that there seemed to be some d ou b t about our object 
in doing th at particular kind of w ork. W ith  this second visit, 
however, it  was quite evident th a t people did appreciate such 
efforts.

T h e trem endous strangle hold of opium everywhere, h ow ­
ever, makes it only too evident, th a t opium is our chief enemy 
and hindrance.

The rice harvest promises good this year and during the last 
week of July was being gathered in, a fte r  a rather hot season.

A . C . H o f f m a n
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C H O L E R A

Cholera is an acute specific infectious and verv contagious  
«iisea.se which is caused by the organism  known as the Spirillum  
cholerae, or cholera vibrio.

The disease is very rapid in onset, and characterized bv  
vom iting and purging, o f so called “ rice w ater stools” , rapid  
•collapse, subnorm al tem perature, and grip ing cram ps in the 
legs and som etim es in the arm s, T his last sym ptom  h;is been 
com m on in the epidem ic through which we have been passing 
this last m onth or six weeks.

Cholera has been known for ages. I t  was first found in 
E gvp t, but in m ore recent tim es, it  has had its home in In dia  in 
the Ganges where it has been endemic, and in the last twenty 
vears has taken a toll of some ten m illion  lives. O w ing to the  
religious ceremonies in India, the disease has been free to  spread  
am on g the throngs of pilgrim s frequenting the sacred rivers 
there. I t  has become pandem ic on several occasions, and tw ice  
in  Russia, 191 0 , and 1921 it has exacted a to ll of over two 
hundred thousand.

The recognition o f  cholera is not difficult especially when 
an epidem ic has been established, as the sym ptom s run true to  
form . There are som e who sav that there are tw o kinds of  
C holera in W e s t  China at this tim e, but so far only one organism  
has been isolated fo r  the disease, and it is jtist possible th at the 
idea of two kinds of cholera is prevalent because of the varied  
svm ptom s in som e patients. I t  is true, how ever, that during  
the last two m onths, those cases which have had the extrem e  
griping, with cramps in legs and arm s, have been the m ore fata l 
cases.

Cholera i-s a disease which is spread from  man to m an, 
from  his dejecta. T h is teems with the organism s during the  
first few days of the disease, but later the patient has few  of  
them . There are, how ever, some cases o f “ cholera carriers”  
■where the individual, who has recovered from  the disease, is 
s till  a carrier of the organism s, and pollutes stream s and food  
m aterials with his excreta.
- W a te r  is the biggest facto r  in the spread of the disease as 
it  is so easily polluted w ith the organism s, and in which the 
germ s w ill even m ultip ly, especially if  the w eather is w arm  and
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hum id. B ut it  soon dies in cold , and cannot stand sunlight, o r  
dry atm osphere. T h ere are m anv instances of the pollution  
of wells, and ■waterways, and we conclusively pointed out in 
1 9 2 0  the routes o f the disease, by the water pollution. O ften  
cases can be traced to certain sources of w ater such as a w ell, 
or the backw ater in a stream . I  have done this in at least three 
cases. There are cases on record ■where even sections of the 
sea coast have been polluted. W a te r  pollution is the cause of 
m ost all large epidem ics.

Food must also be protected against contam ination. W h en  
one rem em bers th at Cholera always enters the body through  
the mouth, it w ill be seen how im portant it is to protect th is  
avenue. M ilk  has also been known to carry the disease, and the 
organism s have been known to live for days on fresh bread, 
m ilk , butter, and m eat. This is especially true if these are not 
acid. '

Flies are once m ore our big enem y in carrying the disease, 
fo r  not only w ill they carry the disease m echanically, but they  
w ill even harbor the germ s in th eir intestinal tract fo r  days.

T h eie  is no truth in the story tha-t cholera is a ir-b orn  for  
the disease cannot stand ligh t, or dryness, but soon dies when 
so exposed.

T o  protect oneself against cholera is not a difficult task. 
I f  the avenues to the mouth, that is to say, the hands, dishes, 
food , water, toys, etc. are all w atched, there need be no fear of 
infection. A ll  w ater should be boiled. Potassium  P erm angonate, 
or C hlorine in the water w ill help but it is highly recom m ended  
that all water be boiled. T hen , eat only cooked foods, and 
fresh ly  cooked foods, not those w hich have been kept from  one- 
meal to another. Prepared foods, as well as those in course of 
preparation, or even while exposed for sale, should be protected  
from  flies and other verm in. The m elon fruits are especially bad 
as conveyors of the disease, owing to carelessness in handling  
and sale. These should be forbidden during an epidem ic, unless 
fchev are of the variety which are to be cooked. E a t nothing raw,, 
any nothing cold , is a splendid slogan for the Chinese during  
an outbreak of the disease.

F o r  fifty  years now, scientists have been w orking on a 
vaccine fo r  cholera. I t  is com paratively recently that a vaccine, 
w hich is at all com parable with typhoid vaccine, or Sm allp ox  
vaccine has been found, and only in the last few years has it  
been used very extenisvely. T h e Japanese have been very active  
in research work on cholera vaccine, and claim  to have perfected  
it more than any o-the-." scientists. D uring the last epidem ic va>
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Shanghai there have been some m illion people vaccinated, I t  
must be pointed out that vaccination does not confer im m unity  
but it does insure that, if  one gets the disease, the attack w ill 
be a much m ilder one than if  one had not been vaccinated. A n d  
this partial im m unity is good only fo r  from  six to nine 
months. A n oth er point to be rem em ber as well is that an 
attack of cholera, from  w hich one m ay recover, does n ot give 
any lasting im m unity.

The recent epidemic of C holera which has been spreading  
over this section of W est China has been greatly exaggerated. 
N o  com plete statistics are available, but where there has been 
any investigation  made the actual facts gathered do not bear 
out the reports which have come from  those places. F o r  exam ple, 
M eichow  has been reported to be very badly hit by the epidem ic, 
and we were told that “ thousands” had died there. The report 
of the chief of police from  that city states that some two hundred  
have died, and inquiry from  people there, on the spot, shows 
the death toll to be less than three hundred. This is borne out 
in every place where any opportunity for investigation was 
available. I t  is true that the m ilitary  have been very much 
m ore affected by the epidem ic, and it is stated that they are  
m ore to blam e than any other single factor, for the spread of 
the disease. One of the surest ways to stop an epidem ic is to 
p roh ibit all travel. T his ■was prom ised bv the generals here, 
but it has not been carried out as investigation has revealed. 
A n d  it has been the troops which have been on the move who 
have suffered most.

One final word with regard to cholera, and it fits in case of 
any disease. I f  one keeps in proper condition, w ith  the body  
functioning properly, there is much less risk of infection from  
any of the contagious diseases, and in many cases, people in 
good condition, have had the germs of disease invade their body, 
and have been able to avoid the disease, so keep fit to avoid , 
cholera. A n d  just because one has been vaccinated against the 
disease is no reason why one should be less vigilant against its 
invasion. N ever let down the w atchfulness, and one need not 
fear the invasion of any disease germ s.

“ L o st at Om ei, one blue silk ladies’ coat with ball buttons. 
W ill  finder kindly return to office of N ew s ? ”
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W E D D I N G

C o o k — H o f f m a n .

A  m arriage of wide interest took place on F riday, June 
17, at 97 S t . George S treet, when M abel C hristian, R .N . ,  
eldest daughter of R ev . A . C . H offm an and the late M rs. H o ff ­
m an of China, became the bride of Jam es T hom as C ook, B . A . ,  
son of M r. J . W .  and the late M rs. Cook of Linfield , Sussex, 
E ngland. The cerem ony took place in the quaint G othic  
Chapel o f the Canadian School o f M issions: and was conducted  
by C hancellor E . W .  W allace .

C A N A D I A N  N O T E S

The W e s t  China Club Annual Picnic was held on June 
1-lth  at Centre Islan d ,T oron to . The attendance was'the largest 
on record— one hundred and forty . In  addition to those from  
T oron to , there were the Johns fam ily  from  H a m ilton , M rs. 
F ran k  and M argaret from  Dundas, and a party  of nine from  
the O ntario L adies' College, W h itb y . E veryone was delighted  
to  see M . P . S m ith  present after his long illness. M r . Sm ith  
has been invited to the p astorate  of the U n ited  Church at 
H ickson , O nt.

A m on g the graduates of T oron to U n iv ersity  this year  
appear the names of M ary S ibley (Second Class H onours in 
H ousehold Econom ics) and R uth Sparling (Second Class H onours  
in E nglish  and H istory ), Agnes Crutcher (Second Class H onours  
in M athem atics and P h ysics), and C aroline A lla n  (H onours in 
H ousehold Science, John A rnup in General Course.
A m on g the undergraduates who successfully com pleted their  
year’s w ork we note the follow ing :— in M edicine Second Y e a r . 
C harlotte S m all (Second Class H on ou rs), R ob ert Irish  :
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Chang H sia o  L i  who has been taking post-graduate work  
in  M athem atics daring the past two years, secured his M aster  
o f  A rts  degree and is now en route to China.

K ath leen  Carscallen has successfully com pleted the first 
year of her P ost Graduate Course in Social Science (Second  
Class H onours)

D r. and M rs. J . E . T hom pson were am ong the guests at 
the recent Com m encem ent E xercises at the O n tario  Ladies’ 
C ollege, W h itb y . T h e  graduation class of nineteen girls  
included N o rm a Thom pson, M uriel W ilfo r d  and Alice Carscallen. 
N o rm a was the recipient of one of the highest honours of the 
■School in being elected by her fellow  students to have her name 
on the- Strathcona Shield (A th letics) for  the year 1 9 3 2 -3 3 .  
She won also the prize for  highest standing in her R eligious  
K now ledge class

M uriel W ilfo r d  was elected one of the M ay Queen’s 
Councillors at the School M ay Court F estival. She was also  
the V aledictorian  of her class and the winner of Second P rize  
in the School P ublic Speaking C ontest. R ecent cable received  
gives the news that M uriel had successfully passed her senior 
m atriculation.

A lice  Carscallen won a gold M edal and a scholarship of  
fifty  dollars for highest standing in fifth F orm  C ollegiate.

E . M argaret M euser is taking the Household Science 
Course in the U n iversity  of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, and was 
successful in passing all exam inations of the second vear, and 
■enters her third  year this F all. D uring July and A ugust she 
took  .a special Sum m er Course in C hem istry, the results of which  
have n ot yet been published.

H elen  E . Meuser is attending N utana C ollegiate , Saska­
toon, while D oroth y  M ay and George Edw in are both in A lb ert  
P ublic School, Saskatoon. A l l  successfully passed their  
respective grades this year, D oroth y doing especially well w ith  
an “ A ” standing in all subjects.

A n n a Soper has completed her F irst Y e a r  in the Public  
H ealth  Course. B eatrice L on glev (Second Class H onours) in 
her Second Y e a r , H onour Course. M odern Languages :7 O C

M argaret Quentin has com pleted her T h ird  Y e a r  in 
Household E conom ics.

O th er School awards won by W e st  China girls were :
Dorothy Small— Gold Medal forhighest standing in Junior 

Matriculation French, a scholarship of twenty-five dollars for 
highest standing in any three academic subjects (1930-31)  and 
a prize for highest standing in Junior Matriculation Ancient  
History.
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H elen  Carscallen— Lieutenant G overnor’s M edal for  
highest standing in Junior M atricu lation  M athem atics, a prize  
for  highest standing in Canadian H isto ry , trophies for  
B adm inton (doubles) and Junior Tennis (singles) and a prize 
for  the best collection o f photographs taken during the  
School year.

. M rs . G . F indlay A ndrew  has been spending several m onths  
in T oronto with her son Leslie , who has a position there in 
the B ank of M ontreal and her daughter, EileeD, who is a student 
in T oronto U n iversity .

Jean C raw ford who has been teaching in Grand R ap id s, 
M ic h ., visited the Carscallen fam ily  during the E aster holiday. 
Jean is spending the long vacation in E urope, sailing from  N ew  
Y o r k  on June 22nd.

Lu Tseh R en, who has been doing post-graduate w ork in 
Syracuse U n iversity , is now on the S ta ff  of the Sick C h ildren ’s 
H o sp ita l, T oron to.

M argaret N icolson  (C hungking) has been on the M usic  
S taff of the O ntario L ad ies ’ College, W h itb y , during the past 
year.

Frank Neave has successfully com pleted his T hird  Y e a r  in 
the Ontario A gricu ltu ral College, Guelph, standing 8th . in a> 
class of 74 .

M artin  ' Johns graduated this year from  M eM aster  
U n iv ersity  w ith  W illia m  F irst-C lass H onours.

C O D E  A D D R E S S
B E A M A N ' S  S H A N G H A I  P H O - H E  3 5 4 5 9 *
M I S S I O N S  C O D E  U S E D
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