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Caylord

To th
e

Right Worſhipfull
Maiſter Benedic Barnam ,Eſquire ,Al
derman and Sheriffe o

f

this honorable Citty o
f

London : health and happineſſc .

( ..
.
)

Orſhipfull Si
r
, I am bold

( b
y way o
f

dedication )

to giue yee this excellent
Dialogue o

f
Plato th

e

Phyloſopher , fo
r

tworeaſons . The
firſt , that ſo finguler aworke , doone

b
y
a Heathenmarr ,might aswelfo

riſh in our vulgare ſpeech , as oflong
time it hath doone both in Greeke
and Latine .

: . The ſeconde , that your counte
naunce might ſhaddowe it from re

prochefull Naunders , which com
mon cenſures too lightly bolt out a

' gainſt th
e

beſt endcuours . But con
cerningC3

q
i





( Gaylord

T
IT
U
T
T

in

The Epiftle .

cerning th
e

ſpeciall matter , to w
it , m
y

prelumption ,without firſt acquain
ting yeeheere -with : thus I protect

m
y

ſelie . M
y

familiarity with yee

your younger yeeres , when ſome

times wee were Schollers together ,

andmypreſent io
y
, to ſee y
e
lo hap

p
ie
a fucceeder both in your Fathers

vertues , place ,and Office : imbolde
nedmee to ſhew a remembrance o

f
the one , y

e
t

reuerently , and gladnes

o
f

the other aswell becommeth me .

Ifiu thys ſmall gift , ye make ac

ceptance both o
f

the one and other ,

yee ſhall declare n
o

leſſe then each

one well diſcernes in yegand io
y

him

that euery way is a
tyour cõmaund .

То





Gaylord

To th
e

Rrader .

T

H
is

Dialogue o
f

Axiochus , ge
n

tl
e

Reader , was tranſlated o
u
t

o
f

Greeke , by that worthy Scholler

a
n
d

Poet , Maifter Edward Spenſer , a guitaku

whoſe ſtudies h
a
v
e

a dr
e

carry n
omean o
f th
e

printer

commendation

,

because th
e
ir

deſerts a
re

fo
r

Edmund .

o
f ſogreat esteeme .

If beerein thou find n
o
t

th
e delight

full pleaſures h
is

verſes geeldeth ,get
shalt thou receiue matter of as high co

r

tentment : to wit , comfort in th
e

verie

latest extremitie . For hi
s

ſake then be

kind in acceptance beereof

, an
d

d
o
e

h
im

th
e

right he very well deſerueth .
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Axiochus of
Plato , or a Dialogue
ofDeath ,being both stort
and very Elegant .

Socrates . Clinias . Axiochus.

A SI went one day tomy common
o ſchoo !eLynoſargus, and being in
Aj the wave by Elizeus , I might

heare the voice of one calling as
loude tome,Socrates . And turs

ning me abcut toſce whence it came, I ſa
w

Clin

nias Axiochus h
is ſonne ,together wiih Damon

the Mufitan & Charmides ,theſonneofGlauco
runninghaltely toward Callirrhoe ,whereof the
one was aMaſter and profeflor of the Arte o

f

Muſicke , & the other b
y

means o
f

great fami
liauty & acquaintance , di

d

both loue liim , and

alſo was ofhun beloued ;whereupon I thought
good , leauing m

y

ready way , to go meet them ,

that I migle th
e

fooner vnderitand h
is inca

ning . Then Clonias burſting out in teares , O

A Socrates





TCaylord .

1
Axiochus ,

Socrates ( quod lic ) now is t'
e

time when thoa
natthew forthihy longisteredand famous .

wiicdome , fo
r

my ileris euen nowe t.ken
wisiia greuous direale , and drawniglicere ( as

it ſeemeti )lohisend , is thieruithaligieuoully
troubled ,and greatly difquicted . Tiowbeit ,

hecretoturchee vas to furdinoin the fcare o
f

de.thas chaiiie was wont pleaſantly tofcoſſe
and ſcorne at thoſe which vied to portrait the
Imageof death ,paintinglim wiiba diead { ul

l

countenanceandaguely face . V Vherefore I

befeech thce Socrates , to g
o

a
n
d

comfort m
y

father as you were wont to doo : for ſo theras
her being frengthened with your good coun
failc , heinallbee.blc without any grudging'or
fainting to paile through the way o

f
a
ll

fleih ,
and I with the citof his friends atid kinmen

will maintaine theyearely memory of thathis
good end .

rm

Socrates

O Cliniu I will not denie thy ſo reaſonable
arequelt ,ípecially concerning ſuch amatter as

to denyi weregreat vnkindnes and diſcourte

fi
e : to grantit pertcynaeth both to god mello

and charitie , Let us therefore ipeede y
s
to hi
m
:

fo
r iftly fither be in fotore taking ,there nec

deth ſpeedures and great halt .

Clinius .





TCaylord

Axiochus.

Clinias .

O Socrates , I am ſure thatmy father affoone

as heebut beholdetli you ,will bemuch better

at cafe : fo
r

h
is ftteand panges o
f h
is ficknello

vſcojientimes to furceate and bcallwaged .

Socrates .

2

But that w
e

might th
e

ſooner come to him ,

we took the wavisiachlicthberide the town

wall b
y

the Gaidens ) fo
r

h
is dwelling was

hard b
y

the gates lucilyethtoward theete
mazonspuler : whither weecoming , found
Axiocbus (which b

y

this time was come t
o

bimbelfugaine )being indeedtomewhai ſtrong

in hi
s body ,but very weakeand feeble in h
is

minde , and returg altogether comfortlele ;

often totsmg im , it drumbimz v
p

and downe ,

in l.i
s

bed , fitching deepend doletullfighes

,

with abundant ſtreames o
f tricking teares ,

and walletuilwringing o
f
h
is

handes : whome
beho'ding , C Axiochus quoth I /whatmea
neth this ? where becnow /thole boughtie and

cour.gious word ,Asherewith thouwift wont
roſa m

n
e

and deijule death ? where bec thoic

th
a
y

day'y and coitmuall pradesch vertue and

goodneile vamedzu hereulton row that t
h
y

vnípeakeable tłoutneile ,where ththou wiltA : Woont
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Axiochus.
woont to confirme th

y

ſeife and ſtrengthen o

thers : fo
r

like as a cowardly champio : 1 ,which

a
t

the firſt comıning forth a
s
to the skirmih ,

with ſtately 1teps and a yaunting vilage ,dooth
foone after caſt away h

is Target , and taketh
him to flight : cuen fo ſecmeſt thou now , when
there is need moſt o

f
alto flinch .Halt thou no

more regarde o
f thy diuine and excellent n
a

ture ,Ahat lornetine waft aman of fo good lif
e

and caling , fo obedient toreaſons rules and if

there were nothing e
ls , yet ihou dit be ſuffici .

ent to mooue tlice , that thou art an Athenian

borne : /and laſtly 1 :ould incoue thee that com
mon faying ,which is wornicinall mens mouths ;
Thit this our lit

e
is a Pilgrimage , which when

we haue ended with perfect meaſure and led
fast trauell : it beljoueth v

s with like conſtancy

o
f

minde ,and joyfulnes offpuit , andas it were
finging a merry Pæan , to enter into thepurpo
fed place o

f

reit . Bus thus tolanguiſh in dif
paire and tenderharted out -cuies ,behaung thy

ſe felike a froward Babe , in thee is neither re

gard o
f thy wiledome ,norrelpect of th
y

age .

Axiochus .

True indeed Socrates , and that which

thou ſayeſt , m
e

teemeth right : But it commeth

to palle I knowe not h
o
w ,
th
a
t

when I drawe
neere ynto preſent diunger ,than thoſe great

and



'



Caulord
1

Axiochus .
and ſtout -hearted wordes which I was wont to
caſt ar death ,doo cloſely fit away and downe
are trodden vnderfoote . And thien tbat Tor
mentor feare , th

e

meílenger o
f

dreaded diun .

gers , dooth ſundrye wayes wound and gall iny
gricued ininde ,whi /perug continually inmine
care that it I beeoncedepriuedof this world'y
light , and bereft o

f
goods :lihall like a ro : te

n

blocke ly
e
m the darkerome deapt , neither

feene nor heard o
f
a
n
y
, becing relolued into

dult and worines ,

Socrates .

O Axiochus thy talke is very foolin , for
reaſoning thus without reaſon , and ſeeking to
make ſome ſenceof (enceles wordes ,thou both
doft and lavert cleane contrary to thy ſelfe , not
marking ,how at one time thou doſt both co

m

plaine fo
r

the lacke o
f

ſerce which thou shalt

haue : and alſo ar
t

greatly vexed fortlic rotung
ofthy carrion Carca : le ,and deſpoyling of thy
foriner delights : asif b

y

this death thouiloul
deft not palle into another life , o

r
1 ? 'ouldeſt

b
e
ſo deſpoyledof a
ll

ſerce and feeling , as thou
wert before thou waſ firſt brought into this
world . Foreuen a

s in thoſe yeareswhen Draco
and Callifthenes gouerned th

e

common wealth
of Athens , thou thien wat vexedwith no euil ,

fo
r

in th
e

begining tlou walk no fuch a
s to

nhome

1

A 3
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Axiochus.
home culimuglitchance : folikewiſe when
thuu halt ended this llate ofmort.dit ; e thou
1.lt no more be ailiited , for thou ihalt not
be in fuchscalc asthutany cuill ca

n

touch thee .

I Therefore itakeoland calawav al
l

thiele

tifles and worldis baggage , thus Kaying in

tay minde , that wien th
e

frame o
f

thas earthly
building is dulolued , and th

e

foule being rings

led , is reitored to lus naturall place : this body.c
which is then left a

ll earthlymaileand a
u v
n

relonable ſubìtance , is tien ro morej min .

For we are a foule , that is to ſay , an immortall
creature , beeig flut v

p

and incloted in an

erilly dungeon . V V'heretinhallo : ture hach
c'othwed v

s ,and charged uswith many mileries ,

ſo that cuien thoſe things which ſeeme p.e.íand
tousand lovfull ,areindeed bui Villeandila
dowed , beemg mingled andur.ipped in many

taoul and forrowes , aud thoſe allo which v
ie

to breede v . Corrowe and healines , are both

todaine , and therefore more hardely auoydud ,

and alſo perdurable , and therefore th
e

more
punctulland weavilome . Such b

e

diſeases and
inflammation o

f

the fences : Such bee inward
griefes and lickeneíTes through which it can

n
o : chooſe but that thetoulen utice allodia

caled , linie that becugicattered and spread
through th
e

poures and potages of the body ,

it couetcih the vſ
e

o
f

that o
p
- 11 ani kindelie.

u
cu o
lit o
f

sluich it w
a
s

dieinued and el arfteth
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Axiochus .

fo
r

th
e

wonted company fu.parlig delig'is

o
fliai xrernall fellow : ip
s

whereby'll by cu

dent , that thepollage from it
e , is a change fr
o :

mucieullto great good .

Axiochus .

Since therefore O Socrates thou deemeſt
this lie tot diousand troublelone ,why doodt
thou fiabide in the ſanie ? beeing a

s thou

aita man / ot fo great wiledomand experience ,

whole knowledge re.cheth farre aboue our
commonlence Land beyond the vſual realon
ofmost men ,

Socrates .

Thou Axiochus dost not report rigl.tly of
inc : for thou judgelt a

s the common people

o
f

Athens , that becaule youlce i am ghi nto
ſecke and ſearch outmany things , therefore ]

know ſomewhat.But to lavthe truth , I would
hartely with ,and would th

e

fame account in

great parte o
fhappinelle , if I knew but there

cominon and cuſtomable matters : fofirre a
m

I from th
e

knowledge o
f

thote highand excel ,

lent things .Forthele thingswhich I nowe d
e

clare , aree h
e layinges o
f

Prodicus the nile
m.11 : fome of them beeing bougis fo
r
a p
e
n

me : tome furtwngrouts , .dober one to :

fowe





ICloud

Axiochus.
foure : For thut fame notable man vſed to
teach none without wages, hauing alwaies in

h
is

inouth that ſaying o
f

Epicharmus , One
hand rubbeth a

n ther : giue fomewhat , and
fomeiliat take . And it is not long fithence ,

that he making a diſcourſe o
fPhilofophye in

the houſe o
f

Callias the forne o
f

Hipponicus ,

ſuch and ſo many things hefpake againſt the
ſtate of life :that I alſo account life in the num
ber o

f

thoſe thinges which b
e o
f

lellewaight .

And euer ſince that time ( Axiochus , my
fou'e gafpethufier death ,daily longing to di

e
.

Axiochus .

VVhat then was ſaid o
f

Prodicus ?

Socrates .

Marrie I will tell you , as they come to my
minde . Forwhat parcell ( quod h

e ) o
four lif
e

is not fullof wretchednes :dooth not the ba
biecuen taken fr

o

the mothers wombe ,pokre
out plenty o

f

teares ,beginning th
e

firſt itep o
f

lite with griefe : neither afterward hath it once

any breathing o
r reſting time from forrow , be

in
g

either diſtrelled with pouertie , o
r pinched

with colde , or (cortched with heate , orpayned
with stripes : andwhatſoeuer it ſuffereth ,vtter
once it cannot , but onely with crying dootlılioy
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Axiochus .
how h

isminde ,hauing no voice but that alone
to beway la
s

guiefe : and haung througlı ma
n
y

woes Waded to ſeauen yeare o
f age , he is

yet afflicted with greater gricfes ,being iubiect

to thetyranny of the Schoolernaiſter and Tu
tor . And as hi

s
venres encreated , lo is the nuin

beroflus guides a
n
d

youernours encreaſed , be

ing afterwards in the bandes o
f

Cenſors ,Plie
lolophers and Capiames . Soone after being
waxen aſtrip'ınglieis hemmcdin with greater
feare , 1 :amely ofLyceum o

f

the Academie , o
f

the Schoole of games , ofRulers , ofRoddes :

ardrojhut vp a loneworde , of intimitenule
ries . Ardiliheune of his youth isſpent vne
der ouer - leers wluch are ſe

t

ouer him b
y
the

Arcopagits from wijch labours young men
beeing once fred , ar

e

y
'e
t

ouer -layde with
greater cares andmoreweightiethoughts ,tou
ching theordering ofius ftatcard trade o

f

lif
e
:

lühich alſo if he
y

b
e

compared with thoſe that
followe , al

l

theic fornier troubles may ſcene
but childish and indeed bubuh trifles . For
herevpon dootba troopeof cuis accrew , as be

the exploites o
f wriare , th
e

b
it
: ernelle o
f

wouds , tli
e

connnualllabour , kirmilies : and
then cloſelycrecpethono d

eAge , in which a
re

heaped al
l

the larmes that pertaine to man
kinde ,whether ofweakeneile a

s naturall , o
r

o
f

paine is being externall and busif one b
e

times refiore lu
s

Li
fe

a
s a d
e
v

ciebt to death :

D Nature
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P
a
ro
le

Axiochus .

Nature cuerwaitmga agreedy vſurer ,taketh
paynes aforehand , latching and pulling from
this man h

is fight from that hi
s

hicaring , from
foin both two Tenſes . And ifany fortune loger
then conmon ! y is ſeene in this lif

e

to linger ,

Nature weakcing h
ir powres , dooth looſe ,

lame , and bow downe a
ll partes o
f
lu
is

body ,

but they whoſe bodies mold age lorg flouris
Merlvinminde ,asthe ſaying is , becometwiſe
children ,Andtherforethegods ,knowing what

is moſt expedient fo
r

men ,thole whone they
moſt deerely louc , do fooneſt take out o

f

this

vale ofwretchednes . And fo
r

this cauſe Agae

medes and Trophonius , when they had built a
Temple to Pythius Apollo ,defining o

f

the god

therefore to grant them the beſt rewarde that
nightbegiucn , ſoone after when they la

y

d
e

theni downe to reſt , neuer roſe againe .

Likewiſe Cleobus & Biton , the tonnes o
f

the
Argiue Nunne ,whetheirmother had made hir
praier to luno , that toher ſonnes fortheir great
godlines might begiuen ſome ſinguter gitt ( fo

r

that they when her yoake o
f

Oxen were not
readily to bee found at the time o

f

ſacrifice ,

themſelues being yoaked in the charriot , drew
their mother to theTemple ) vpon this their
mothers requeſt , th

e

two ſonnes thenext more
ning were found dead . It were too long in this
place to relierſe the teſtimoniesof Pocis which

in their diu'ne pocſics d
o diuncly bewaile and

lancoc
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Axiochus.
lament the miſeries ofmans life , I will nowe
onely in place ofinany , recite the witneſſc of
one , beingmoft worthic of memorie , whicha
thus faith ,

How wretchedasbred of lif
e

have th
e

gods ſpem ,

Tomertall mensharimihis race o
f

lif
e

doran .

And againc :
Ofallshat in th

e

earthare ordained b
y

nature ,

Than man , is not to bee found

amorenreichid creature ,

But o
f

Amphiaraus what faith th
e

Poet !

Him lowed higheſt lupiter and Apollo deare ,

y
e
t

could b
enot reache to hi
s

eldeſtyeart .
what thinkeſt thou o

f

kim

that taught th
e

childe to crit :

when firſtobe Sunne brighe day ,

befoceb with tender e
y
e
.

But I will let them parte , leaſt contraryeto
promiſe , I ſeeme to diſcourſe at large , and that

in th
e

alleadging o
f

forraine witneles . Whac
tradeof life I pray you is there , or what occu
pation , o

f

which you ſhall not find many that
complaine and greatly nullike o

f

their preſent

affaires.Lct vsoucrrunne the companies o
fAra

tificers & craftſmen ,which continually labour
from night to night ,and ye

t

hardly able to fund
them necefTaries to liu
e ' , by bewaylıg theyr

barc cftatc , & filling their nightwatchings with

B 2 Torrow

1
1





ICoulord

!

5

Axiochus .
forrow and teares . Let vs el

s

furuew the life o
f

Marriners and Seafiring men , which make a

holethrough to many dangers , & whichas Bs.co
fald , eneither in th

e

number of the lunghor
yet of th

e

dead , forman being borne to abide
vpon th

e

earth , doothas it were a creature of a

duble kinde , thruſt himie te into the maine

ſe ifand wholy put h
is

lifem : o th
e

hands o
f
fo
r

tune.But the liie o
f

husbandınen will ſome ſay

isi'leabilit , and tuin decdir is : but huue they
nola contuuall ranck'ng ga'l , cuer breeding
new cau cu

f

greete a iddicuiet , ſometime by

reafin o
fdrougt ,fometune becauíc of raine ,

otheru lalctürtcortung , ot
i

through blalting ,
mbudparcheththie yntimely care oftentunes ,
becaule otimportunatelcate o

r ynmeaſurable

colde ,miferablyweeping and complainmg.But
aboue a

ll , that honourable ſtate of gouerne
ment and principalitie ( fo

r I let pailenany o

ther things & wrap them v
p
in ſilence , through

how many dangers is it tolled and turmoiled ,

for ifat any time it haue any cauſe o
f

love , it is

like vito a blowne bliſter or a ſwelling fo
re ,

V foone v
p , and ſooner downe ' : oftentime {uffe

ringafvule repulſe , which ſeemeth a thouſand
times worſe then death it felfe . For who a

tany

time can be bleſſed , that hangeth vpon thewae
uering wall o
f

the witlelle many ? Andalbeit
the Viagiftrate dele u
e

fauour and praiſe , yet

is h
e

but a mocking Itucke and ſcotle o
f

the

Land

1

com
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Axiochus .
comminalty , being ſooneuf er,outcaft ,lated
at,condenned ,and de'iuered to a milerabile
death . For wherel pr vernee ( ) Arroclus ,
( thee laske tutart in office in th

e

commo :

wealth )dyed that mughule Miltiades :where
that victorious Themiſtocles where that vali

ant Ephealtes :where finally the noblekmgs
and glorious Emperours , which n

o
t

long a goe
flouruled in the common wealth . As for my
feife , I could neuer be brought to b

e

a
re office

intlie Cirue : for I neuer accounted it as a

worthedad laudable thing to bem authoniy

v together with th
e

m..ddung murtude .
But Theramenesind Culiyenus of late me .

morie appointing vrider them ceste . 11.91
ſtrates ondemed certuinegu tletlemen n

o
t

hearing their caufesto vnde crued death .One
lventh food them you , ard Triptolemus , of

eiirty thout and men which scregathered in

the tremblic .

Axiochus .

It is as thou ſaveſt Socrates , fan
d

Gace th
a
t

time Thauerefrained my ielterm theiluge :

neither hat any thirgencr to !ree comcdof
greater waigive ' , then th

e
g
i

ucun.13 0
. the

commonwealth , and thatiku koniec

' them wilcharentheline olce . For thou
peikeſt thelc tiang , usati il offoire

DS
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Axiochus .
high loft oncly ouerlooked the troubles and
tempeítsof the common -wealth ,but we know
theiune more allurediy , hauing inade proofe
theretore in ourſelues , fo

r

the common people

indeede o
u
r

freends Socrates is vnthauketull

,open
dilduneful , cruel , enuious , and vnlearned , as

that is gathered together o
f

the ſcumme and
dregs of th

e

raſcallroute ,and a ſorte ofidlelo .

fels : whome hee that flatterech and feedeth is

y much worſe himſelic than they .
Socrater .

Since therefore 0 Axiochus , thou dooſt ſo

greatly diſallow that opinion , which o
f
allo

ther , is counted mott honeſt and liberallzuvhat
Thall we iudge o

f

the other trades o
f

life Thall

wee not thinke that they are likewiſe to bce
thunned : I remember that I once heard Pro .

d
i

cuo ſa
y ; thatdeath percayneth neither to th
is

bung nor to th
e

dead .

Axiochus .

How meane you that , Socrates ?1

Socrates .

Mary thus ; that death toucheth not thema
zhat a

rc , and as fo
r

thoſe that a
re departed out

of
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Axiochus.
ofthis life,arenow nomore,and thierfore death
now toucheth thein not : for thou a

rt

not yet
dead , neither if thoudeccalc ,Mallit concerne
thec , forthou ihale then haue no inore . There
tore ,moſt vaine is that ſorrow which Axiochus
maketlı , fo

r

the thing wluch neyther is preſent ,

✓ northall cuer touch Axiochus himicite . And
cuen as foolish is it ,asifone ſhould complaine
and be afraid o

fScylla , or th
e

Centaures ,which
were monſters , o

f

Poets broode , which ney
ther now belong to thee , nor to thy liues end
Thallappertaine ; fo

r

fcare is conceyued o
f

ſuch

things as be :but ofſuch things as benot ,what
fcare can there be ?

Axioclus ,

Truely Socrates , you haue fetched there
things , out o

f

the riche and moſt aboundant

Storehouſe o
f your woonderfull wiſedome :

And thereof riſeth that your inildeneſle and
lightneſſcof ſpeech ,which you v

ſe to allure

themmdes o
f yoong men to vertue . But th
e

lofſe o
f

theſe worldly commodities , dooth n
o

a little vexe and diſquiet m
y

minde ; albeie
theſe reaſons , which now to my great good

liking you have alledged , ſeeine to mee inuch
morcallowable , than thoſe which late you v

ſed ; fo
rmymindeis not carrved away with e
r

ro
r

through th
e

entiſement o
f your words ,but

percein
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Axiochus .
percciueriithem well,neither doe thoſe things
greatly mooưe niy mid :, wluch one ylue a
colour and thadowed ioweoftruth ,beug fe

t

o
u
t

with flanting pide and glory ofwords ,but
yeitruth haue they none .

Socrates .
Thou a

rt farre wide Axiochus and reaſoncſť

ynskı'fully , loyning th
e

feeling o
f

euill ,with

th
e

wanite o
f

good things , forgetting th
y

ſe fe

that then thou iba't bee in thenumberot the
fence'elle dead . For him indeed which isbe
reltofallgood things d

o ththe contrary force
ofvullelargsgreatly vexe .But he which hath

n
o being ,cantakenor feelc nothing , in placeof

thole things whereotheis despoiled . Then b
y

wlint reaſon caniny griefe bee conceyued o
f

that thing ,which breedeth n
o

ſence nor peric
ucra ceofany thing which lurteti :. For if ia

th
e

beginnng 0 Axiochus , thoudidit not ,

thoughindeed in vayne , ivyne fence and fee
ungio death , moſt valutely , thou shouldert
ncuerhad cauſe to feare death . But now thou
doeitconfound thy fe'fe , and ſpeakest contra

n
e
to th
y

ſelfe , oft fearing that thou ihalt bee
deprived offoule and fence tugetdier , and o

to

Bhinkig , chat with thy fence thou halt feele
thutting ,whereofthere is n
o

fence nor fee

h
in
g
. And to th
is

purpoſe d
o

a
ll

thoſe exceleng
and
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1

i

Axiochus .
and notable reaſons of th

e

foules immortalitie
tend .
For it is not the weake nature of mortall

man , to raiſe himſelfe to the fulfilmg o
f

ſucha

high and haughıye matiers , as to dcipiſe the
tamping rage o

f
we'de beaſts , to icopard him

felfe in the waſtefull ſea , to builde Cities , and
them with lawes and pollicie to cltabliſh : to

looke v
p

into heauen , andmarke th
e

courſe o
f

the Starres ; and the wayes o
f

the Sunne and

Moone , with their rilings and ſetting , to con
lider their eclipſes ,their pices , their making
otthe nights and düyesalıke ;their double con
uciſions , to behold the order o

f

the windes ,

theſcauen watrie ſtarres , ofwinter ,ofſummer ,

o
f

ſtormes , with th
e

violent rage o
fwhirle

wirdes , and as it were theſe labours o
f

the

world , to deliuer to poſteritie , vneſle in our
mides there were a certaine diuine ſpirit and
vnderſtanding , which could conprehend and
reach vnto the fupernaturall knowledge o

f
ſo

great matters .

VVherefore nowe O Axiochus , thou are
not in theway to death , but to imınortality ,

neither ſhalt thou ( as thou didſt ſecme righe

now to feare ) bee bereft o
f
a
llgood , but ihall ,

hereby evioy true and perfect good : Neither
Thalt thou percciue ſuch durty pleaſures as are

theſe beengmug'ed with the puddle o
f

this

finíull body ,butmoſt pure and perfe & t delightс being

1
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Axiochus,
being deuoid of al

l

contagious trouble . For
beeing looſed and deliuered out o

f

the darkc .

fome dungeons of this body , thou shalt palle

to that place where is no lacke nor complaint ,

but allthings fullofseít ,and deuoidof eui ! l .

Norcouerthere is calme and quiet iungithe
out al

l

knowledge o
f

vnrelt , peaceable and
Milloccupied in beholding th

e

couile & trane

o
f

Nature , and ſtudying Philoſophy , not to

pleaſe theidicignorint and cominontoit , but
with vpriglit andvndecciuabletruth .

Axioch ut
t
.

O Socrates with this th
y

gladſome ſpeech

thou hartnow brought mee into a cleane con
trary minde , fo

r
ſo farre a
m I nowe from dread

o
f

death , that I am euen ſe
t

o
n

fire and burne
with defie thereof . And that I may ſtay my
felfe in the steppes o

f

them wlxhare counted
nokemaſters o

f

ſpeech , I will ſa
y

thus much
mio eexcellently , Nowl begin to beho'd thoć
high matters , and doo ouerlooke that æterna !!

and heavenly courſe o
f things ,hauig now raya

dedip my teite o
u
t

o
fmyweakenes , and beng

asjinere renued and refreſhed o
f

in
y

former

wialud

Socrates
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Axiochus .
Socrates .

if you demaunde of mee another reaſon ,
and ligncof the ſoules immortality , lueell
you what the waleman Gobrias liewed n

ie
:He

iade that at what time Xerxes conuaved his
huge Army into Greece , lusGrandtather which
wasof the samename , was ſent wto Delosto
detende that lland in which were two Gods
borne . In the ſame llaud that his Grandfa her
learned out o

f

certaine braſen Tables which
Opis and Hecuergus had brought out o

f

the
Northerne Countries ,That the loulcaſtertine

it is diflolucd from th
e

body paffethinto a ce
r

taine darkeſome place , a Coast that Iyeth yne

der the cartb wherein i ; Plucoes Pallace n
o

lefTe than Iupiters kingdume : Fo
r

th
e

carth b
e

ing equally ballanced in the middelt o
f

the

world a
n
d

thecompafTethereof becing round

a
s
a ball , that th
e

o
n
e

halte Sphere thereof is a
l

lotted to the bugler God :, and th
e

other halfc

to the infernall powres ; betwixt whom there is

ſuch kindred and allyance , that ſome bee bro
thers , and other ſomebrothers children . But

the entry o
f

the way which leadeth to Plutoes
kingdome is fenced with iron gates , and faſte
ned with brafen bolts : which when a man

hath opened , he is entertained o
f

the RiuerA.
cheron ; next which is Cocytus : which flouds
being ouerpaſſed ,hee muſt come before eMje

n
o
s

and Rhadamanthus , the merciles Iudges :

C2 which
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Axiochus .
which place is called th

e

p'amot Truth where
the ludges ſi

t examining cuery one that come
meththither how hchath liued , and withibat
trade o

r

mannerot lite hee hath inhabited h
is

mortall body , with whoin there is no place fo
r

lies ;norrefuge fo
r

excuſes ' . Then they wluch

in thew lif
e

tune were inſpired and le
d

with a

good Angell , ar
e

receiuedinto the houshold o
f

che blelled ,where alliealons flowe with abune

dance o
f
a
ll fruits ,where from the filuer Iprings

doo calmely run the Chriſtall Itreames , where

the flouruhing medowes are cloathed with
chaungeable Mantles o

f glorious colours ,

where are famous Schooles o
f

renowmed Phia
lolophers , goodly companies of drumne Pocis ,
trim ſorts o

f

Dauncers , heauenly Muſicke ,
great banquers turnuhed with coſtly cates ,T.
bles abounding with a

ll bounty ,delights withe
out al

l

carc ,and pleaſures without a
llpaine :For

the Inhabitants thereof are neither touched

with force o
f

cold , nor payned with excelle o
f

heate , but the moderate Aire breatheth on
hieni mildly and calmely ,being ,lightned with
thegentle Sunnebeames ,

In this place , and in the Elyſian fields ,they
wluch haue taken holy orders are highly ade

uanced and reucrenced , dayly ininiltıngthe
vniearcheablerytesof Religion . VVhere ,

fore then thouldeſt thou doubt but t
o b
e

made

partaker o
f th
e

fainchonor , beung one o
f

the
feeds
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Axiochus .
feede of that heaven'ırace : 1 :narod ? :: 1113
and r

ig it
iy

re
y

ried , that liercules and Baca
ohus jongdiwnetoleil , they neemtowed
wholly orders ,and that they were em'o'doned
togocth :her o

f

th
e

Godulaire Eleuſina . Luc
they which beung wrapped in wickednes'heue
ledan vngodly la

te , arcinatched v
p b
y

th
e

Fu
ries , and b

y

them carried through ti
e

loweſt
heilinto deepe darkenes and viier confufon ,

where the place and abode o
f

the wicked is ,

and where the three ſcore diughers o
f

Danaus
divell , whoſe punuhment is continually tolill a

fort o
f

borcomicile vellels ,wherealfois tobec

ſecne the vnquencheable thuit o
f

Tantalus ,

the grawen ) ntra le
s
o
f

Titrus ,and th
e

endles

forcot Silip bies ,whoſe end bezinnethanene
labour . There bee they rentofiid :beaſts ,

continually fiorchieduti burning Lamppi
ned withal kind oftorments , and aflictedwith
endlele pennance . Thetetluges I remember
that I hauehead Gobrias te

il
; but y
o
u

Ario
shres may ilidge o

f

them a
s viuit .Only this

I know and wilu : edly hold tiit ,that every mans
minde is immortall and p . fiing o

u
t

o
f

theslite

fecleth n
o griete nor forione .Vectre o

Axiochus whether thou b
e carriedurotlole

Jaghett Palaces or lower Vananecde nuit
abeethat thouthalt beebieted becanic llou
haft liued well and god y .

C3 Axiochus
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Axiochus .

Axiochus .

Niinding to hauc ſaid Comething into thee
(O Socrates ) I am impeached with baſhfuld vi
shame : For ſo furre am I nou from the horror
and dreid of death , that I con inually couet
the time thereof : So hath thy heaucily and
comfortable speeches pierced andre'ieued my
fant heart . And nowe loath I this life ,and
fcorne thedelighesthereof , as that hall froin
henceforth palleinto abetterabode .And now
by my lelte alone will I recount theſe thy no
cable tayings, bu

t
I pray thee ( Socrates ) af .

ter nooncretort to nic agawe .

Socrates .

I will do as you ſa
y
,and now will I returne

to walk in mrvſchool Lynojarg : es from whence

I was higher calied .

FINIS .
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