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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

"The National Christian Association, op-

ty^ed to secret societies," was formed ai

Pittsburg, Pfu, in 1868, and incorporated un

der the laws of the State of Illinois in 1874.

The National Christian Association arose tc

meet a great want created by the growth of

secret orders, and the ignorance and silence

of public teachers as to their nature and ef-

fects.

The association is interdenominational.

The president (1897) is a Methodist Episco-

pal, and the vice president a United Presby-

terian. Among the following named officers

and agents are also the Free Methodist, Gon^

gregational, Lutheran, Friend, Evangelical^

United Brethren, Baptist, Reformed Presby-

terian and Independent.

The principal headquarters of the National

Christian Association is at 221 West Madison*

street, Chicago, which property is valued at

$20,000, and is the gift to the association, of

Dea. Philo Carpenter, one of the founders of

Chicago.

The association is supported by the fre^

will offering® and bequests of friends. The^

Christian Cynosure is its organ and prind-^

pal publication.

President—Rev. Samuel H. Swartz, Auro-
(

ra. 111.

Vice President—Rev. W. T. Campbell, Mon-

mouth, 111.

Recording Secretary—Mrs. M. C. Baker, 14

North May street, Chicago.

General Secretary and Treasurer—Wm. I.

Phillips, 221 West Madison street, Chicago.
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<5ault. ^1 West Madison street, Chicago.
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OUR ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the N. C. A. will

convene in the Carpenter Building, 221

West Madison street, Chicago, Thursday,
May 12, at 10:30 a. m., for the transac-

tion of business. The afternoon and
evening sessions, beginning at 2 and 7 130

o'clock, will meet in the Moody, or Chi-
cago Avenue Church, and will be for the

hearing of papers, testimonies and ad-
dresses.

S. H. Swartz, President.

E. B. Wylie, Secretary.

President S. H. Swartz will address the
afternoon session, and President C. A.
Blanchard will give an address in the
evening. Both will be followed by brief

testimonies from seceding lodge mem-
bers and others.

A paper on "Minor Insurance Socie-
ties," -written by Elizabeth E. Flagg, in

case of her absence, will be read by Mrs.

J. M. Hitchcock. Both these papers will

be followed bv five-minute discussions.

Secretary J. P. Stoddard is expected
to attend the annual meeting.

At the afternoon session a paper will be
read by Mrs. Nora E. Kellogg on "Se-

crecy and Civil Government."

Our readers will see that this a conven-
tion number of The Cynosure, and that

great is the number of faithful witnesses

publishing this truth to the world.

The Chicago Record reports that on
Saturday night, March 21, Mayor Harri-

son was initiated into some O'f the sublime

degrees of Freemasonry.

Notice has been received from Rev. C.

C. Potter, President of the Iowa State

Association, that the State convention

will be held at Albion Tuesday and Wed-
nesday, April 5 and 6 inst. A report will

be given next month.

In connection with our national anni-

versary there will be three sessions given

to this reform by the Wheaton College

Church, and four different sessions by
the Brethren Church at Batavia, III, and
one address at the Congregational

Church, Summerdale, 111.

We are glad to furnish for this number
an excellent picture of Rev. W. T. Camp-
bell, D. D., for so many years the popular

pastor of the College Church, ^lon-

mouth. He is the Vice President of the

N. C. A., and no more reliable friend of

the cause is to be fovind in his denomina-
tion. He has been corresponding secre-

tary of the Board of Education for the

United Presbyterian Church since 1878:

is of Scotch-Irish parentage, born at An-
trim, Ohio, in 1836; graduated at Mon-
mouth in the class of 1870, and his first

pastorate was at Little York, 111. Dr.

Campbell is notw regarded as one of the

strongest men in his denomination.
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\A'e are sorry that our convention re-

ports have crowded out of this number
the conchiding part of Dr. Campbell's ad-

dress and the Eli-AMlliams discussion,

with other important matter.

Hereafter The Cynosure will open a

Question Drawer as an interesting de-

partment. Let any who have questions

on any phase of the lodge question send

them briefly stated on a postal card.

Each Cynosure hereafter will conclude
with two pages of editorial matter, usual-

ly bearing upon the subject of the sym-
posium, which, for the May number, will

be: "Shall we hold church fellowship

with members of secret lodgres?"

Another improvement we propose to

make in The Cynosure beginning with

our next issue will be a symposium occu-

pying from two to four pages, giving the

m.ost condensed arguments from a va-

riety of waiters all on some single secret

order or phase of the question.

"XcAvs of Our Work" will now be a

regular department into which will be

condensed statements of the work done
each month, as gleaned from the letters

of the agents and lecturers in the field.

Only the most original and important

articles and letters will be published in

full.

This number closes the first volume of

The Cynosure in its new form. The great

majority of its friends from vv^hom we
have heard have expressed themselves
well satisfied with the change to a month-
ly. We believe this satisfaction will in-

crease as time advances. The need of the

hour is for every friend of The Cynosure
to work and pray for its large circulation.

In changing from a weekly to a month-
ly our greatest difficulty has been to af-

ford space for our large number of con-

tributors, and we have surrendered to

them much of our editorial space. But
with our next number we propose to be-

gin a process of condensation or boiling

doAvn, and will endeavor to occupy the

first three pages with current editorial

notes of facts and events bearing upon the

THE NEW ENGLAND CONVENTION-

ANNUAL MEETING HELD AT SPRINGFIELD,
MASS., FEB. 24 AND 2$—STIRRING AD-

DRESS BY HENRY VARLEY.

The first antisecret meeting ever held
in this thriving little city may be written
down as a success, though the fact that

there was something going on in nearly
all the churches, while Evangelist Varley
Avas holding meetings opposite, kept
away many who might otherwise have at-

tended. But never was the truth more
pungently and clearly presented; or to

an audience more keenly appreciative.

President Foster gave a brief opening
address, dwelling especially on the im-
moral nature of the oaths and the danger
to our free government in allowing an in-

stitution to grow up in our midst which
exercises more absolute authority over
its members than does the Sultan of Tur-
key.

Rev. Wm. A. Burch then spoke on
God's call to separation, taking for his

text IL Cor. vi., 17, 18. Abraham was call-

ed and separated, but he took Lot along
with him. The trouble with most of us

is that we take some Lot along with us.

When Israel left Egypt ''a mixed multi-

tude" went out with them, and these were
responsible for the murmuring, the back-
sliding, the idolatry. There were, it is

probable, thousands of Jews on the plains

of Dura; but they had not back-bone
enough to stand up and risk the fiery

furnace, with Shadrach and his fellows.

I have had ministers tell me they hated

to go to their lodge because of the tobac-

co smoke and the wicked, foolish talk.

What we need is a brave testimony. I

preached on this subject one evening in

my church and four men came out of the

lodge in consec|uence. Christians cannot
fellowship the lodge and the prayer meet-

ing at the same time.

A minister who had been an Oddfel-

low once said to me: ''The command
to separate did not trouble me at all when
I w^as in the lodge. I got round that all

right, for I applied it to the old Jews.

But I was convicted of sin when these

words flashed on my mind, 'How can ye

believe which receive honor one of an-

other, and seek not the honor which com-
eth from God only?' I saw that the high-

soundinsf titles in which the secret orders
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delight were plainly opposed to the lowly

and humble spirit that should mark every

true Christian. One day I received a

lodge circular from a brother minister

who was a member of that particular or-

der, and, meeting him a while after, I in-

quired how many Supreme Beings there

w^ere in the universe. He looked amazed
that I should ask the question, and re-

plied, 'Only one, of course.' 'I used to

think so,' I answered, 'until I got your
circular, and now^ I don't know what to

think, for there I counted no less than
thirteen supreme beings.' " Men go into

the secret orders because they distrust

God. But what does a Christian want of

lodge protection? Far better rely on Him
who has promised to be a Father to all

who will come out and be separate unto
Him.

The next speaker was Rev. S. ]\Ic-

Xaugher, who spoke from the text, "Quit
you like men.'' "A high standard in Je-

sus is what the world wants. We need
not so much more men as more man. I

have been asked repeatedly to join the

Masonic lodge. You know the argu-
ments they ply on us ministers. They
tell us that we shall get a oastorate much
sooner if we join the order. They tell us

that we may even get called to ten thou-

sand dollar pulpits. Such a course for

a minister is not compatible with manli-

ness. We need true men, courageous
men, who will take a stand and neither

cringe nor apologize." As an illustration

of the manner in which the lodge fosters

and shields the grossest immorality, ]\Ir.

McXaugher related an incident which
occurred in Pennsylvania, and of which
he had personal knowledge, being a resi-

dent of that State at the time.

A man by the name of Dukes killed the

father of a girl he had wronged. He was
brought to trial and acquitted by ^la-

sons in less than half an hour. There
was a brother, a young boy whom Dukes
never failed to insult when he met him
on the street, and the former at last, goad-
ed to frenzy, bought a revolver, practiced

with it, and at their next meeting gave
the cur his just deserts by shooting him
dead. We are living in a time of gross

impurity. Ministers are confronted by
it as by no other question. The lodge
ought to be anxious to meet the test, and
show, if it can, a clean record, but talk to

a converted Mason, and he will tell you

that he looks back with shame to what
he has seen and heard on this line. This
closed the evening.

The next day's session began in the

morning with devotional exercises, led by
Rev. Mr. Birch. Rev. Lucien gave the

opening address. His theme was the ne-

cessitv of union among Christian reform-

ers. It is perfectly absurd for a Christian

to claim to be a reformer at all who is

onlv a reformer on one line. The single-

barreled sort are generally so narrow as

to be of little use even in their own chosen

field of labor. He was for one grand

union of all Christian. reformers to em-
brace every State and county. Let them
come together and unite on a broad basis,

holding fast all that is fundamental to re-

form, and agreeing to disagree on non-

essentials.

He emphasized the need in order to

do one's best work for reform, of being

united to some branch of Christ's visible

church. The church which will not allow

its members to protest against evil is no

longer a Protestant church, but is facing

toward Rome. At the same time he must

be led of the Spirit of God. Some Chris-

tian reformers are sadly lacking in cour-

tesy and consecrated common sense. He
then drew^ a picture of two ideal Chris-

tian reformers, one the president of a

Western college, of whom a recent con-

vert from ]\Iasonry says that it was Hs
culture and Christian courtesy which

won him to listen to the truth about the

lodge. The other in the East, a loyal

church member, and teacher of a Sab-

bath school class, has the respect even

of lodge men, and though the arch enemy

of all secret orders, is the best friend their

deluded members ever had. It is need-

less to sav that he alluded to President

Charles Blanchard and Rev. J. P. Stod-

dard. \\^e have only one example of a

perfect, all-around reformer: "He who
in secret said nothing." Some discus-

sion followed in which Brothers Conant,

Bacon, Burch and ^IcXaugher took part:

The celebrated English evangelist, Hen-

rv \'arlev, was then introduced,, and

spoke in part as follows:

*T wish to express my sympathy with

vour movement against secret societies.

Mv fundamental objection to them is that

they stand in direct opposition to the

mind of God. As soon as you fashion a

Tvlasonic organization you fashion some-
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thing which is antagonistic to the foun-
dation principles that underlie the three

great associations which he has himself

established. These are: First, the hu-
man family: second, the domestic fam-
ily: third, the church. The curse of the

professing church in America is that it

is too much mixed up with the world.

Here in Springfield you have euchre and
card parties, though I hope you have not

yet fallen so low as to hold a prayer meet-
ing and follow it with a card party, as

I have known to be done.

"You sav that this doctrine of com-
plete separation from the world is nar-

row, but it is the narrowness of God.
You sav that if carried out to its logical

end it would interfere with trade and
commerce. But that is not so. I can do
any amount of traffic in any kind of legi-

timate business with the most worldly

man in Springfield and be all right, but

if I accepted his invitation to go to a card

party with him I should commit sin. Un-
der the old ^Mosaic law, if a son while

burying his father touched a bone of the

dead man he was unclean. So if we are

the sons of God we cannot touch evil and
remain undefiled. God will not have His
living children identified with death.

"Some think that separation will tend

to make us weak, but this is not so. Gid-

eon thought he had a very respectable

army—.^2,000 men. This was about as

many as the English had at Waterloo.

But God said there were too many, and
ordered all who were faint-hearted to re-

turn to their homes. Twenty-two thou-

sand elected to go. Xice material they

would have made to fight the Midiamites
and deliver Israel! Even then there were
too many, and God gave another separat-

ing test by ordering home those that

bowed down upon their knees to drink

water. There were only 300 left, but these

were the kind needed. The men who
lapped wanted their fill of the water, as so

many Christians to-day • want their fill

of pleasure. Xow we can't afford to join

the majority. Whether it be Masonry or

anv other evil we should separate our-

selves from it.

'T was once told by a young man who
was a 3»Iason that he, with about thirty

other young men,' was once present at a

banquet, when the ^Master of the lodge
got up and remarked before the whole
company, 'This is all the religion I want.'

The name of Christ is deliberately cut
out of the very Scriptures read in their
ritual. It is expunged even from that
of the Good Templars. When in Lon-
don, being known as an earnest temper-
ance worker, I was begged to join the
order. The very first night I found to
my amazement that they had altered the
last line of the Doxology, the singing of

which formed part of the opening exer-
cises, in order to get rid of the name of

Christ. I was still more astonished when
I learned the reason. They wanted to

take in Jews, Unitarians, men to whom
that name would be offensive. I said,

'Gentlemen, if you want to get rid of

Christ you get rid of me.' And I left the

Good Templars then and there.

"The first miracle wrought after Christ's

ascension was on a lame beggar. Peter
and John had no money to give him.
There was no Judas to bear the bag. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth they
bade him rise up and walk. But they
were careful to explain to the wondering
multitude that it was not through any
holiness of their own, but through the

name of the risen Christ.

"This is what we want to make known
to men, the power of His resurrection.

This is what will discount Masonry. This
is God's center of power, the center of

gravity. Do not let us turn away from it

to become wandering stars by entering
any organization that is opposed to Him.

"Admitting all the good that secret or-

ganizations are said to do, it is more than
counterbalanced by their demoralizing
tendencies. I was once intimately ac-

quainted with a young man in Mel-
bourne. He was manager of a bank in

that city, and prominent not only for

business ability but the beauty of his mor-
al character. He was induced to join

the ]\Iasons. The last time I saw^ him he
was Iving on his bed, his breath filled

with the fumes of brandy ; crushed, maim-
ed and practically lost to the church of

Christ through his Masonry. I then

made the resolve that I would not only

keep clear of the lodge myself, but I

would do all I could to save others from
its snare. I will preserve the chasteness

of my associations with Christ. As my
loyalty to my dear wife, with whom I

have lived for over forty years, makes me
proof against the blandishments of all

other women, so lovaltv to Christ should
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make us proof ag^ainst all the blandish-

ments of the world, the flesh, and the

devil. In proportion to our loyalty to

Him will be the use God will make of us."

Secretary Stoddard remarked at the

close of Mr. Varley's address that of the

142 deg-rees of Masonry conferred in this

country in only one was Christ recog-
nized.

The afternoon session opened with a

half hour devoted to prayer and testi-

mony at which Mrs. Penfield, secretary

of the Springfield W. C. T. U., who had
sat in early life imder Finney's preach-
ing, spoke words of earnest sympathy
with our movement. In the absence of

Dr. S. H. Swartz, who was expected, but

failed to arrive, Secretary Stoddard spoke
on the general subject of Masonry, quot-

ing largely from their own works. This
was followed by an address from the wri-

ter on "Masonry and Romanism Com-
pared in the Light of History and
Prophecy."
The first speech of the evening was

made by Dr. James M. Gray, who spoke
in substance as follows: "I am glad to

confess that I have never belonged to any
secret organization. Some will say that

I do not know anything about them.
There are many physicians in Spring-
field who have never had scarlet fever or

diphtheria, but they can make an intelli-

gent diagnosis of those diseases. We are

not obliged to be sprinkled with holy wa-
ter and become Roman Catholics in or-

der to speak against that system with in-

telligence and power. My father was an
Oddfellow. My eldest brother, who as-

sumed the charge of the family at his

death, was a Freemason, and if Masonry
made him the good and true brother that

he was, I would give it the credit. But
from childhood I had a great repugnance
to the system. It seemed to me mean
ior a man to pledge himself to keep se-

crets from his nearest and dearest. If I

were a young woman I would not marry
a man who drank, or belonged to the

lodge. I would demand of him that he
be a whole man, a clean man.

''As a student of theology I began to

see the subject more clearly. I have
made a special study of prophecy, and
in my investigations I have come to the

conclusion that the related systems of

theosophy, spiritualism, etc., are all parts

of one 2:reat whole. Within the last seven

or eight years I have made a special study

of secret societies, and have been sur-

prised at what I learned. I have traced

the origin of Masonry back to the myth-
ologies of Egypt and Chaldea. The very

fact that it can be traced back to pagan-
ism is evidence in itself that it is a part of

paganism. Some say that good men, in-

telligent men belong to the order. I cer-

tainly admit that. Good men may belong

to a bad system. Good men are in the

world, which we are told 'lieth in wicked-

ness.' Good men are in Catholicism. One
of the kindest acts ever done to me in

my life was done by a -Roman Catholic.

"Good men may belong to a bad sys-

tem, because they are ignorant of its

origin and history. There are good men
in the Catholic church who are utterly

ignorant of the origin and history of Ro-
manism. So there are good men in the

lodge who have never read its history

or learned its philosophy. But good men
in a bad system will come out of it as

soon as their eyes are opened. Several

years ago I gave a lecture on 'Spiritual

Counterfeits." A synopsis of it, printed

in tract form, fell into the hands of a

Southern bishop. He wrote to me say-

ing that he had been a Mason for several

years after he was a Christian. But read-

ing this tract led him to examine into the

origin and history of the system, and the

result of his investigations had led him
to come out of it.

"We cannot serve God in a system

where Christ is ignored. If you want to

know what it is to live a life of spiritual

power, and be a man that God can use,

come out of all such organizations. The
line of po\ver lies along the line of entire

separation. Will you who hear me to-

night resolve never to entangle yourself

in this particular mesh laid by the Prince

of Darkness?"
Rev. Martin D. Kneeland, secretary of

the N. E. Sabbath Protective League,

was the last speaker. He began by say-

ing that his great grandfather broke off

from Masonry when Morgan was killed,

and thus he had inherited in some degree

his aversion to the lodge. Reform is a

unit. Everything which tends to break

the shackles of sin is a reforming agent,

with an affinity for every other reform.

The tendency to the continental Sabbath

is growing in our country.—more partic-

ularlv in the West. The Sundav news
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paper is a social demon, and has done
more than anything else to break down
the Sabbath. An army of 30,000 news
boys are employed every Sabbath in sell-

ing- it.

A motor man on the electric cars told

me that he had not had a Sabbath day
in seven years. I know of three mills in

one New Hampshire city that keep their

employes at work nearly all the entire

Sabbath. Laboring people do not dare

protest against these outrages for fear of

losing employment. The lodge makes
the Sai^bath its great day of diversion.

It has its grand funerals on the Sabbath,
its excursions, its meetings for business.

\\'ith the secret societies it is not a day
oi holy rest, but for show, and pomp, and
pride.

The lodge is one of the most potent

agents for Sabbath desecration that we
have among us.

This ended the exercises of the con-

vention, which was blessed with delight-

ful weather throughout.

Rev. C. M. Bowers and Mrs. L. AL
Hoyt sent messages of sympathy and
greeting to the convention, briefly stating

their experiences and observations of the

work of secret societies in the church and
courts.

It is due to the leading paper of

Springfield, the Republican, to say that it

lives up to its reputation as a fearless and
independent journal. It gave nearly a

column each day to the convention, and
1 eported our proceedings fairly and cour-

teously.

Secretary Stoddard, after calling on a

m.ajority of the pastors, found that a num-
ber were in sympathy with us, ''but secret-

Iv," for fear of the lodge. Yet all did not

allow themselves to be thus intimidated.

And among the "honorable women" Vv^ho

openly espoused this unpopular move-
ment was my hostess, Mrs. Mary F.

Smith, and Miss Mary Schumaker, to

whom the cause is greatly indebted for

substantial co-operation and aid.

Elizabeth E. Flagg.

THE ALLEGHENY CONVENTION.

LARGE AND ENTHUSIASTIC AUDIENCES, STIR-

RING ADDRESSES, RADICAL, RINGING
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

Will not all the friends of *our cause

who can, try to attend the annual meet-
ing May 12? A.nd let us not forget to

pray for the presence and power of the

Holy Spirit to attend these meetings.

Our report is taken from the Pitts-

burgh dailies, which filled columns un-
der sensational head lines. Seldom, if

ever, has the daily press given as full and
excellent reports of any of our conven-
tions.

The convention opened in the Alle-
gheny Reformed Presbyterian Church at

9:30 o'clock, and was largely attended,
and the proceedings were decidedly
spicy. Alorning, afternoon and evening
sessions were held. At the evening ses-

sion the large auditorium of the church
was packed and great interest in the pro-
ceedings was manifested.

Rev. W. B. Stoddard dwelt at length
on the evils of the secret lodge. He said

that no Christian should be yoked with
an infidel going in the opposite direction,

as the chances are that he will be pulled
down with him. He closed his address
with a prayer that these m£n with the

courage to stand by their convictions
against the world, might have the assist-

ance of a Higher Power to help and
strengthen them in their great undertak-
ing.

After singing a psalm, Rev. S. J. Crow,
of Warren, O., was elected chairman of

the morning session. The address of wel-

come w^as delivered by Rev. W. J. Cole-
man, pastor of the church. After speak-
ing of the character of the gathering he
extended conventional welcome, stating

in one sentence: "We welcome you in

the name of the homes cursed by secret

societies." He declared his great sym-
pathy with an organization which has

for its fundamental principle the over-

throw of secret societies. Rev, E. Cro-
nenwelt, of the Butler, Pa., Lutheran
Church, followed with an address on the

subject, "Should an Organization Be
Called Charitable Which Gives Death
Benefits Only to Those Paying Dues?"
He maintained that such an organization

had no more charity than a bank. They
simply benefited those who paid money
to them and to those who could not—the

ones who needed it most—nothing was
given. He also stated that for the thirty
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years prior to 1876 the Oddfellows' lodge,
out of every three dollars paid out, one
went for benefits and two for expenses.

Rev. W. E. Schramm, of the German
Lutheran Church, of Allegheny, spoke
on "Why Object to Religion' of the
Lodge?" He stated that the objection of

the church to the lodge was neither from
prejudice, nor bigotry. He claimed that

the secret society had just enough of form
and ceremony to delude and blind the

poor souls who are persuaded to join

them. "My main objection," said he, "is

that the Rock—Jesus Christ—on which
all Christians lean for salvation is miss-
ing." John Phillson, an ex-Mason of

West Virginia, here arose and said that

in the lodge he had joined, the worst
wretches he had ever known were the

ones selected to ofTer up the prayers. One
man in praying in his lodge had used
the name of Jesus and there immediately
arose a storm of protests from the other
members present.

Prof. D. B. Willson, of the Reformed
Presbyterian Seminary, said that his

main objection to the Masons was that

the solvation of the lodge was not
through Christ. Many young men join

these lodges when too young to under-
stand what they are doing and when it is

too late, when they can raise no objec-

tion, they see the folly of their course.

He said he had been approached once
by a Mason asking him to join his lodge.

He asked him if Jesus Christ was recog-
nized in the lodge and no reply was given.

Dr. Willson pointed out the dangers from
secret orders, but declared that they are

self-destructive and that the present gen-
eration may see the day when they shall

be exterminated. " The horrors of slav-

ery are not to be compared with the dan-
ger that lurks behind the closed portals

of these evil organizations," cried Dr.
Willson. "Just now their influence is felt

in every institution in the land; in poli-

tics, in business and in the home. But
the present generation may see the day
when the lodge room will be deserted,

when the secret brotherhood will not
cover the country like the frogs during
the plague of Egypt, but will be exter-

minated through the work of the church."
Rev. S. H. Swartz, of Aurora, 111., said

there is no question that the secret empire
is Christless. I had my eyes opened to

the iniquity of lodges by one who now

stands among the white-robed throng
above. Men are blinded spiritually by
being connected with lodges and they
do not discover their mistake until too
late. There are many good men con-
nected with lodges, I must admit, and I

have been asked if I thought them hypo-
crites, but my thoughts must not be ex-
pressed. I have stood at the grave of

members of Masonic lodges and heard
the ritual of that Christless organization
read by a drunken chaplain."

Dr. W. J. Robinson, of the First

United Presbyterian Church, discussed
the subject, "Does the Lodge Brother-
hood Conflict with the Divine Brother-
hood?" He said: "I find that young
men go to the lodge to secure positions.

We have in the church men who have
made false professions. We must bear
the reproach of this, but must also de-

nounce these Christless lodges." He de-

scribed how^ at the funeral of a Mason
words were expressed that the deceased
was transplanted from below to the

Grand Lodge above. They spoke of God
as the Grand Master, and if such is the

case, let us go to heaven by being con-
nected with Freemasonry. I believe that

Christian brotherhood is something we
must all recognize, that all right human
relations center in this brotherhood. God
has constituted the natural brotherhood
by ties of blood and within this He has

determined certain boundaries, limits, re-

lationships and privileges, but the lodge
perverts all these.

A gatling gun battery of denunciatory
resolutions was opened on secret socie-

ties and beneficial brotherhoods during
the afternoon session. All secret orders

from Knights Templar and Blue Lodge
Masons to the A. P. A. were riddled with

ministerial bullets from start to finish.

There was "a hot time." The committee
on resolutions, which was composed of

Rev. William Wishart, of Ingram, Pa.:

Rev. S. H. Swartz, of Aurora, 111.: and

Rev. W. B. Stoddard, of Washington,
D. C, reported as follows:

'AMiereas, There are many organiza-

tions in our commonwealth seeking to

conceal their manner of initiation, oaths,

etc., from those outside their niember-

ship, thus creating a natural suspicion of

wrong-doing, and
"Whereas, ]\Iany of these organiza-

tions are proven to be engaged in prac-
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tices anti-Christian. un-American and in

opposition to righteousness, therefore

"Resolved. That we earnestly urge all

persons to consider the evil and danger-
ous character of such organizations as

is made manifest by persons leaving
them, together with others who have
carefully studied their habits and by the

teaching of their own publications.

WANT CHRISTIANS TO WITHDRAW.

"Resolved, second. Believing many
professing Christians have entered such
organizations without due consideration,

we would remind them that loyalty to

Christ requires their withdrawal.
"Resolved, third, while calling atten-

tion to the fact that secret societies have
a demoralizing influence in the home and
a pernicious power in the State, we would
especially urge their anti-Christian char-

acter.

"Resolved, fourth, That such societies

as the Junior Order ofAmerican Mechan-
ics and the A. P. A., claiming to be es-

pecially patriotic, call us to declare our
belief that they are un-Christian in spirit

and un-American in teaching. They
practice what they condemn in others

and employ underhanded rather than fair,

open methods.
"Resolved, fifth. In view of the fact

that Pittsburgh has been chosen as the

place for the gathering of the next
Knights Templars' concave and that citi-

zens are asked to place the city at their

disposal and contribute to their festivi-

ties, we call attention to the pernicious

character of this body as made manifest
in their gatherings, elsewhere and ask
that no funds of the city be voted them
except the $5,000 asked for special police

for the protection of the community.
"Resolved, sixth. That we would call

the attention of those who enter these

associations for the insurance professed-

ly given in the event of sickness or death,

that there are thousands of co-operative

insurance associations that have become
defunct in the past few years, leaving

millions of mourners, and to the well-

established fact that no society offering

large pay for a small fee can long sustain

itself.

"Resolved, seventh, That our greatest

grief on this subject arises from the fact

that the church too generally fellowships

the members of secret societies, and we
call upon the church of Christ to testify

against and exclude from her member-
ship those who are connected with secret

societies and persistently refuse to with-
draw from them."

DEFENDED THE JR. O. U. A. M.

The resolutions went through with a

whirl until the fourth was reached. Then
Rev. M. D. Lichliter, Junior Past State

'Councilor Jr. O. Tj. A. M., took the floor

to say a word in defense of the order he
represented. He objected to the state-

ments of the resolution and declared the

order was both patriotic, Christian and
American. It watched over the interests

of the country, and especially guarded the

public schools. He referred to its history

as showing it had done much to guard
the schools against improper influences,

and had demanded teachers in these

schools who represented purely Ameri-
can ideas.

Mr. Lichliter stirred up a well-popu-
lated hornet's nest and a whole bevy of

them were soon buzzing about his ears.

Rev. E. Cronenwett of Butler wanted to

know who made that order the special

guardian of the schools, and insinuated

there was too much self-constitution in

such orders. A delegate spoke of the

distinction made by this order between
native and foreign-born citizens; said he
was not American-born, but was as pa-

triotic as anybody.

Mr. Lichliter replied there was no such
distinction made, but the order was op-
posed to the influx to our shores of the

scum of foreign countries. Rev. H. J.

Schuh of Allegheny said a condition of

membership was that a man must be born
in this country. The implication was
that foreign born citizens could not be
patriotic, which he denied.

CATHOLICS ARE BARRED.

In answer to a question by Dr. Swartz
Mr. Lichliter said Roman Catholic^ were
not admitted to the order. "Well," the

doctor said, "that is un-Christian and un-

American." Rev. Dr. McAllister con-

ceded the right of any body of men to

form an organization, but he wanted all

such societies formed on American prin-

ciples. These would admit men of any
nationality to any order. He had sympa-
thy with certain aims and ends of some of

these societies, but he thought their

methods of accomplishing them were un-

American and un-Christian. Prof. D. B.

Willson spoke of the assumption of some
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of these orders in taking charge, for ex-

ample, of the dedication of a school-

house, as had occurred lately in Alle-

gheny. The common schools were the

wards of the people and not of any order.

Rev. W. J. Robinson thought all the

sinners in this country were not foreign-

ers. The Sunday papers, he said, were
all run by Americans ''pure and simple

and devilish." The greatest Sabbath-
breaker in the land was the United States

Government, and that was American.
"We blame foreigners too much," he

said. "That society which has for its

motto, 'America for Americans' don't un-
derstand what it is talking about." The
resolution which originally contained a

reference to the participation of the Jr.

O. U. A. ^I. in the dedication of the Sixth

Ward school building, Allegheny, was
amended and passed in the form given

above.

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS ATTACKED.

Another hot talk was precipitated by
the sixth resolution, which referred to

the coming conclave of the Knights Tem-
plars. Rev. Samuel Collins drew a dark
picture of the doings of the Knights at

several conclaves with which he was fa-

miliar. Disorderly women and liquor

figured largely in the description. Mrs.
Lizzie IMcClellan of Xew Castle, who had
once occupied a house in which a secret

society hall was located, told what she

had seen of the doings of the members.
Two-thirds of them always left the hall

intoxicated. Kegs of stimulants were
kept down on the river bank and the

members would go out in squads and
sample them with the above result.

Dr. Swartz described the Knights
Templars conclave in Chicago. 'Tf hell

had vomited itself forth," he said, "we
could not have had a worse time in Chi-

cago. Xot hundreds, but thousands of

lewd women came from all quarters. Bar-
tenders were multiplied everywhere and
the police force was like a little child in

the matter of keeping order. You needn't

take mv word for it. Wait until they go
from your city. They won't fold their

tents and silently steal away like the

Arab. They will go with a yell. Then
see if I have not told the truth." Rev.
S. J. Crowe described the situation in

Youngstown. Ohio, during the conclave
there. Others spoke in the same vein.

but the resolution was adopted, as were
all the others.

During the afternoon session Rev.
William Wishart made an address on the
question, "Should Churches Exclude
from Their Congregations Persons Who
Are Members of Secret Societies?" He
argued that as the church is the pillar

and ground of truth and as secret socie-
ties are condemned in God's word, both
specifically and generally, the church, if

faithful to God, must bear witness against
them. Rev. Dr. Nevin Woodside, pas-
tor of the Grant Street R. P. Church, dis-

cussed the subject, "Do Secret Societies
Give an Adequate Return to the Society
for the Time and Money Spent?" "\\'hen
men enter these societies," he said, "they
work to keep fellow-men away from the
enjoyments provided by God'. The se-

cret societies have never made an ade-
quate return."

Rev. S. X. Puri, a Hindoo convert to

Christianity, spoke of Freemasonry in

India, and said his chief objection to
joining the order was that men of all re-

ligious beliefs are members. "Another
objection," he said, "is the secrecy. Anv-
thing that is secret is suspicious." Rev.
A. B. Dickie spoke of counterfeit relig-

ions in connection with the devotional
service. A cl^art talk was given bv Rev.
R. G. Shaw, of Xew Castle, Pa. Rev. W.
B. Stoddard also used a chart in explain-
ing some of the lodge mysteries.

The church was crowded at the even-
ing session. Rev. S. H. Swartz was the
speaker. His address was aimed at Free-
masonry and was in the same strain as
the preceding addresses of the morning
and afternoon. He said that ]\Iasonrv and
its sister societies are robbing the church
bv the wholesale in attracting from it

voung men who are laying their talents,

monev and life on the altars of the lodee.

Ministers belong to Freeniasonrv
th erefore

Saloon-keepers l)elong to it, there-
fore

And again. Ministers abandon it.

therefore

" Saloon-keepers cling to it, there-
fore

Fill out all the blanks, pleas-e, and then
read it through.—Boston Home Light.
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THE MINNESOTA CONVENTION,

-MET AT ALBERT LEA, MARCH I-3—LARGE AT-

TEXDANXE—DEEP INTEREST, EXCEL-
LENT ADDRESSES.

Before an audience that filled the large

X. Lutheran Church the Annual State

Convention \vas opened at y.^o p. m.
with devotional exercises and a brief ad-

dress by the assistant pastor. Rev. C. H.
Smeby. He said the light of Divine truth

is finding its way into those institutions of

darkness whose secrecy should awaken
suspicion. It is impertinent to ask any
one to take a step in the dark, as these

orders do. The wonder is that they have
misled so many and a still greater won-
der that so many are afraid to turn on
them the light.

President H. S. Hilliboe. of AMlmar
College, gave a masterly address, in

which he laid down fundamental prin-

ciples, leaving his auditors to draw their

own inferences. Human nature is self-

ish and craves power and preferment. It

desires to pry into secrets. How much
has been endured to find the north pole I

Human nature craves adornment and
distinctions, as feathers, plumes, regalia.

It craves office and titles. It craves se-

lect circles and clubs. The harmfulness

of secret societies is their exclusiveness,

their secrecy, their trying nerve tests or

initiations which are designed to unman
men. Let a man catch another in mis-

chief and he has power over him. The
lodge appeals to the religious craving, to

mien's cupidity and gambling propensity.

The danger from secret organizations is

apparent from a public declaration that

the time will come when men will not

grovel in sectarian churches, but will be

found in lodges whose religion is more
charitable and practical.

Three sessions were held on Wednes-
day, with a good attendance at each. In

the evening chairs filled the aisles. Rev.

T . Halveson, of Minneapolis, in a strong

address, made seven points against secret

societies. They exclude from their mem-
bership those who most need charity.

They afford their members financial but

not spiritual benefits. They include those

with whom the Christian is forbidden to

have fellowship. Their balls and dances

tend to sensuality. They aid their own
members even in wrong-doing and de-

feat the ends of justice. They displace
good and honest laborers and officials.

They sunder those whom God has united.
Rev. O. T. Lee. of Xorthwood, la.,

spoke on Fraternal Insurance, tracing it

back in its origin to 1628. The present
popularity of such insurance was onlv
history repeating itself. Writers in earlv
.times speak of their instability. They
have not come to stay in our day. for

1,700 of these societies have gone down
during the past few years. They are not
built on business principles, but carry
the germs of death from their birth,

^lany a widow's tears must be dried bv
somebody else than by these societies.

Brother Lee gave an exhaustive discus-

sion of the subject, and was armed with
the most reliable statistics and official

records. He said he knew a town in

^Minnesota where no laborer could work
in any profession unless he belonged to

the secret orders that ruled the town.
Rev. ^I. A. Gault spoke in the even-

ing on "Secret Societies in Politics."

Rev. \\'. Fenton and Rev. O. T. Lee fol-

lowed with brief addresses. The closing

session Thursday morning was spent in

discussing resolutions and hearing ad-

dresses by Rev. T. O. Tolo and Rev.
V\'m. Fenton. which were full of telling

points. The convention in point of at-

tendance, deep interest, strong, original

addresses, was certainly of a high charac-

ter and reflects great credit upon these

faithful ]^Iinnesota pastors who are keep-
ing their churches pure from the pollution

of these false religions. It also reflected

great credit on the faithful, self-denying

labors of Brother Fenton. who for so

many years has been turning the ]slinne-

sota furrows, sowing the seed and put-

ting it down deep, so that Avhen it comes
up it Avill not wither away. The follow-

ing are the

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

WTiereas. It has become a well authen-

ticated and widely published fact that the

candidate when being initiated into Freer

masonry is subjected to the most immod-
est, degrading and heathen ceremonies,

in which he is stripped of nearlv all his

clothing, a rope tied around his neck,

and he made to kneel on his naked knee
and with his hand on the Bible, square

and compass is made to swear a fearful

oath, with a horrible death penalty, and
WTiereas. In the higher degrees, ]\Ia-



April, 1898. CHRISTIAN CYNOSURE. 363

sons are sworn to execute these death
penalties upon the desecrators of Mason-
ic vows; therefore.

Resolved (i », That the time has come
when every citizen should wage war on
Freemasonry and all kindred secret or-

ders and g-ive himself no rest until they
are prohibited by law and rooted out of

existence.

2. That it is the duty of all followers of

Christ "to have no fellowship with the

unfruin'ul works of darkness, but rather

reprove them."

3. That professed m.inisters of Christ,

having- taken and adhering to such oaths.

have forfeited all Christian confidence

and respect, and have brought unspeak-
able reproach upon the cause of Christ.

4. As fraternal orders by their ritual-

istic ceremonies and pagan religious in-

structions are proved to be a brood of

Freemasonry: and as all fraternal orders

based upon the assessment plan, whether
level or graded, are founded on such
business principles that they cannot carry

out their promises to their members in a

length of time ; and as this truth has been
demonstrated by the light of history, by
the collapse and failure of hundreds of

such societies, and many are now on the

verge of dissolution, robbing families of

what justly belong to them; therefore.

Resolved, That such orders should be
shown up in their true light, and that the

people should be warned against them.

5. As the secret societies generally

copy more or less from Freemasonry and
the ancient pagan mysteries, excluding
anything specihcally Christian, and ad-

mitting all kinds of heresy and unbelief.

excepting only the gross atheism: as

these societies seek to encourage their

members bv public balls, dancing par-

ties, masquerades, expensive banquets,

and the like, teaching the people extrava-

gance, lusts of the flesh, and the vanities

of the world, and bringing together in

familiar intercourse people unfit to asso-

ciate with Christians, we deem these so-

cieties unsafe and dangerous, and would
warn all Christian people and law-abid-

ing citizens from joining them.

"SECRET SOCIETIESAND THESTATE.

Old subscribers should renew for The
Cynosure in order not to part company
with such a precious friend. Those who
have never taken it should subscribe in

order to form its acquaintance.

PROF. SIMPSuX ELY

It is very gratifying to find a popular
magazine that will admit an article that
is opposed to secret societies. The Arena
for Februar>- has an article from the pen
of Rev. T. M. Foster under the caption at
the head of this article.

Mr. Foster gives us some valuable fig-
ures showing the strength of secretism.
He says there are over fifty distinct se-
cret orders in the- United' States, with
over 70.000 lodges and 5.500.000 mem-
bers. This does not include labor or-
ganizations, militar}- orders and college
fraternities.

^Ir. Foster shows ver\- conclusivelv
how secret societies are a menace to our
national well-being and concludes that
the national Government ought to be in-
voked for the destruction of all secret.
oath-bound lodges. He shows that the
authority of the lodge over its members
is inimical to public justice: that the
oaths of the lodge are a menace to public
rights, that the false religion of the lodge
corrupts society, and that the lodge "is

the enemy of the home. He exclaims:
"How often a Mason spends S300 for his
uniform, wlfile his wife wears a Si. 50
cahco dress I" He quotes from a writer
in the Xorth American Review, who says
that the various fraternities in the Uni-
ted States for mere personal gratifica-
tion, ^aside from any real or supposed
benefits, spend annually $250,000,000.
This money feeds the vanity of the lodge
members and robs the wives and daugh-
ters to whom it justly belongs. It is a
severe charge, but only too true.

Mr. Foster pays his respects to the re-

ligious feature of Masonn.-. He says

:

"The lodge is a religion. ^lackey
speaks of a Mason as 'free'trom sin bv liv-

ing up to the rules of the order.' ''The
white apron is by its symbolic purity ta
aid us to that purity of lire and conduct
which will enable us to present ourselves
before the Grand ^Master of the universe
unstained with sin.' '^MasonrA* consists
in a knowledge of the great truths, that
there is one God. and that the" soul is im-
mortal'
"The Grand Sire of the Oddfellows, in

consecrating their cemetery- near Chi-
cago in 1868. said: "Our Grand Master
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will take all who are buried in this

i^round to Himself in the day when He
makes up His jewels.'

"In the lod,2:e. Pagan, Mohammedan,
Jew and Christian unite in worship. But
whom do they worship? Not the Chris-

tian's God, for it is not good Masonry
to mention the name of Christ in the first

three degrees. The worship in which all

join without Christ is not the worship of

the true God. It is the worship of Sa-

tan. They sacrifice to devils, not to God.

As was said of the Samaritans, whose re-

ligion was a strange medley of the

heathen nations with whom the King of

Babylon colonized the land and the few

Israelites left after the deportation of the

ten tribes: 'They feared Jehovah and

served graven images.'

"The Tremont Temple Baptist congre-

gation worshiped in Music Hall while

the Temple was being rebuilt. On Eas-

ter Sabbath afternoon, 1896, some 2,500

knights marched into the hall in full uni-

form. The Boston Christian Endeavor
choir occupied the platform. A Sir

Knight presented the Baptist congrega-

tion with a lecturn, a bronze pulpit, the

figure of an angel whose uplifted hands

supported an open Bible, the gift of the

lodge, valued at $1,500. Rev. George C.

Lorimer, D. D., the pastor, accepted it on

behalf of the congregation. Then the

Endeavorers and Knights joined in sing-

ing hymns, and the congregation helped

them.' Was that not a repetition of the

Samaritan compromise in God's wor-

ship? Dr. Lorimer was giving one hand

to Christ and the other to the devil. Let

our Government remove this alluring

tempter, the lodge."

Mr. Foster deals the morals of Mason-

ry some severe but well-merited blows.

Hear him:
''The moral standard of the lodge is

shocking. Think of the Master Mason's

oath. After the Jubula, Jubulo, Jubu-

lum scenes, in which the candidate for

the third degree has been struck in the

throat by the first ruffian, Jubula, and on

the left breast by the second rufhan, Ju-

bulo, and in the bowels by Jubulum, the

third ruffian, who kills him outright, and,

at the end of fourteen days, he is raised

from the grave, the following oath is ad-

ministered, among others

:

" T do promise and swear that I will

not have carnal or illicit intercourse with

the wife, mother, daughter, or sister of a
brother of this degree, knowing her to
be such, nor will I permit another brother
of this degree to do so if in my power to

prevent it.'

"The implication of that oath smells

of the bottomless pit. Who would allow
that standard of morals in society?"

I presume some devotee of the lodges
will reply to Mr. Foster, but it is a hope-
ful sign when the opponents of secretism

are accorded space to ventilate their

views. Such discussions cannot fail to

do good. Mr. Foster's article is well

worth the price of the Arena, and the

readers of The Cynosure would do well

to get that number of the magazine.
Kirksville, Mo., Feb. 28, il

DR. TALMAGE ON MASONRY.

AN UNFAITHFUL WATCHMAN.

It must shake the faith of very many
readers of Dr. Talmage's sermons to find

him giving the gospel trumpet such an
uncertain sound as he does in the Chris-

tian Herald of January 19, in his answer
to the following vital question from a cor-

respondent at Westbrook, Me.:
Can a Christian be a Freemason? If

he fulfills his oaths to other Masons, will

he not be false to his Lord, and if he
breaks them will he not be false to his

word ?

Dr. Talmage in his reply pleads ignor-

ance of Freemasonry and resorts to the

good-man argument, as follows

:

"As the editor of this journal is not

a Freemason, he does not know what
oaths are required of Freemasons, but it

is a fact that many persons who are cer-

tainly sincere Christians are also Free-

masons, and appear to find no difficulty in

fulfilling the obligations of both relations.

Perhaps the obligations of a Freemason
are not so stringent as the opponents of

the order imagine."

This pitiable ignorance of the great

Washington preacher so touched the feel-

ings of a good Pennsylvania pastor. Rev.

Allen M. Fretz, of Souderton, that he un-

dertook to enlighten him and his readers

by sending the following excellent letter

to Dr. Talmage's paper, the Christian

Herald

:

As a reader of your paper for many
years, I value its contents and take a spe-
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cial interest in "Our Mail Bag." Your re-

ply to the question relating to Freema-
sonry and its oaths, to my mind could

not be satisfying to the inquirer, who is

evidently seeking Hght that he may es-

cape the soul-blighting and conscience-

stifling influences of this modern Baal

worship.

Rev. Charles G. Finney once wrote:

"I wish, if possible, to arrest the spread

of this great evil by giving the public at

least so much information upon this sub-

ject as to induce them to examine and
understand the true character and ten-

dency of the institution. I wish, if pos-

sible, to arouse the young men who are

Freemasons to consider the inevitable

consequences of such a horrible trifling

with the most solemn oaths as is con-

stantly practiced by Freemasons. I, with

the many, have been remiss in suffering

a new generation to grow up in ignorance
of the character of Freemasonry as it was
fully revealed to us who are now old.

"For one I must not continue this re-

missness. I know that nothing but cor-

rect information is wanting to banish this

institution from wholesome society. This
has been abundantly proven. As soon as

Freemasons saw that their secrets were
made pubhc, they abandoned their lodges
for very shame. With such oaths upon
their souls they could not face the frown
of an indignant public, already aware of

their true position."

Charles Sumner once said: 'T find two
powers here in W^ashington in harmony,
and both are antagonistic to our free in-

stitutions and tend to centralization and
anarchy, Freemasonry and slavery; and
they must both be destroyed if our coun-
tr}^ is to be the home of the free, as our
ancestors designed it."

These systems were both in harmony,
because both were despotic and unchris-

tian. Slavery went down in the civil war
and we pray, and every Christian church,

and ever} Christian paper should labor,

that Freemasonry may be speedily over-
thrown. And for this war soldiers are

needed free from the galling bondage of

the lodge, filled full of courage, and of the

spirit of Christ, and clad with the armor
of light.

Surely the Christian Herald can rely

upon the testimony of John Quincy
Adams, who once said: 'T am prepared
to complete the demonstration before

God and man, that the Masonic oaths,

obligations and penalties cannot by any
possibility be reconciled with the laws

of morality of Christianity or of the land."

We can assure the Christian Herald
that there is no lack of testimony to prove
that there is a terrible death penalty to

each of the three degrees of Blue Lodge
Masonry. In the first degree, after a

lengthy obligation, the victim swears
with his hands upon the open Bible,

square and compass, while dressed only

in his underclothing, and kneeling upon
his naked left knee, saying:

"To all of this I most solemnly and
sincerely promise arid swear, with a firm

and steadfast resolution, to keep and per-

form the same, without any equivocation,

mental reservation or secret evasion of

mind whatever, binding myself under no
less a penalty than of having my throat

cut across, my tongue torn out by its

roots and my body buried m the rough
sands oi the sea at low water mark, where
the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-
four hours, should I ever knowingly or

willingly violate this my solemn oath or

obligation as an Entered Apprentice ]\Ia-

son. So help me God and keep me stead-

fast in the due performance of the same."
In the third, or Master ^Masons' de-

gree, the victim is sworn to conceal the

crimes of a brother Master Mason, mur-
der and treason excepted, and they only

at his own option. He is bound not to

defraud a Master ]\Iason or commit adul-

tery with his female relatives, implying
that he is not thus bound in his dealings

with others. Such partial morality is

positive immorality. And then he binds

himself by a penalty in this degree of hav-

ing his body severed in twain, his bowels
taken from thence and burned to ashes,

and the ashes scattered to the four winds
of heaven, etc."

In the Knight Templar degree he is

required to take the upper part of a genu-
ine human skull into which he sees wine
poured, and he must drink the wine fro.m

this horrid cup and repeat the following-

oath: "This pure wine I now take in

testimony of my belief in the mortality

of the bodv and the immortality of the

soul, and may this libation appear as a

witness against me both here and here-

after, and as the sins of the world were
laid upon the head of the Savior, so may
all the sins conmiitted by the person
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whose skull this was be heaped upon my
head, in addition to my own, should I

ever knowin.g^ly or willfully violate or

transgress any obligation that I have
heretofore taken, etc."

Now if such oaths are not a covenant
with death and an agreement with hell,

where can they be found? And consider

that they are often taken while the poor
victim kneels in the presence of a pro-'

fane infidel or saloonkeeper, as his Wor-
shipful Master. How can the editor of

the Christian Herald doubt that these

oaths are taken b}^ Masons, when hun-
dreds of the most reliable Christian men,
some of them ministers and college presi-

dents, have taken them in the lodge, and
for conscience sake have come out and
renounced them before the world? The
editor of The Christian Cynosure recent-

ly published that he found a prominent
minister in Dr. Talmage's own denom-
ination, who confessed that he had taken

the dreadful Knight Templar oath, and
had to drink wine from that ghastly cup
—a human skull. Will Dr. Talmage be
so incredulous as to look all these wit-

nesses in the face and say, 'T can't be-

lieve these oaths are as bad as you say

thev are?" Is it not time that honest

inquirers should be enlightened on this

question, and that such influential men
as Dr. Talmage speak out and warn the

public? Mav God in his mercy grant it.

A. M'. Fretz.

This candid letter from Brother Fretz

Avas refused publication in the Christian

Herald, and returned to the writer with

the following reply

:

FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD.

New York, Feb. i8, 1898.

Rev. A. M. Fretz—Dear Sir: Dr. Tal-

mage is altogether in the dark about this

matter of Freemasonry. He does not

know whether the oaths are as stated in

your article or not. We presume from
your letter that you are not a Mason, as

you condemn Masonry and would not

belong to an order you condemn. It is

not our habit to attack a thing unless we
know it to be bad. In this case we must
adhere to our rule. We do not recom-
mend people to join the order, so we are

clear in the matter. If we knew of our
own knowledge that Freemasonry was
the wicked thing you represent it, the

case would be different. But we know
ministers who are in the order, and we

know them to be sincere Christians, lead-
ing Christ-like lives, preaching the gos-
pel and doing a great deal of good. We
cannot believe that they would continue
to l^elong to the order if it was so pro-
fane and wicked as you say. We think
you must have been misinformed about
it. Therefore we must decline to publish
the article you have been so kind as to

send.

Yours faithfully,

The Christian Herald.

€om0tionknce.

FROM A SECEDED MASON.

Goldfield, Iowa, March, 1898.

Dear Cynosure Readers:
Your editor when preaching on the

secret lodge question before a large audi-

ence here in the U. P. Church Sabbath
evening, March 6, referred to an editorial

in the Christian Herald, in which Dr. Tal-

mage said he did not think Masonic oaths
were as bad as anti-Masons represented,

because he had known so many ministers

and good men who -were Masons. And
he did not believe they would have taken
sudh oaths if they were so bad. I think it

is time such popular preachers as Dr. Tal-

mage had their eyes opened as to the true

character of Masonry.
I wish to add my testimony to that of

hundreds of seceded Masons as to the

truthfulness of the exposures of Freema-
sonry, published by the National Chris-

tian Association. I joined the Masons
at Traer, Iowa, in 1873, and took three

degrees. It was the same lodge in which
Senator Wilson, or "Tama Jim," as we
called him, took his first degrees. I re-

member the night he joined, though I

was not present. He is now Secretary of

Agriculture at Washington.
I left the lodge because I saw its ten-

dency was to lead men away from the

church into infidelity. When the leading
infidel of the town was elected Worship-
ful Master, I gave up the lodge and have
never returned. I have read Morgan's
exposition, and Bernard's, and Duncan's,
and can testify that they have revealed

Masonry substantially as I received it in

the lodge. The horrible throat-cutting,

tongue-tearing, bowel-burning death

penalties have not been overstated, neith-
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er has the oath to conceal crime, nor the

prohibition of iUicit intercourse with the

female relatives of ]^Iasons only.

I wonder what kind of evidence would
satisfy Dr. Talmage. There are two other

seceded ^^laster ^lasons in this town, who
were made ^Masons in different parts of the

country, and yet can give the same testi-

mony as I have given. And there are

hundreds of such witnesses all over the

coimtry, and nearly all of us have left the

lodge for the sake of loyalty to Christ.

If Dr. Talmage cannot accept our testi-

mony, neither would he be convinced,

though one rose from the dead.

John Xicoll.

FALSE ASSUMPTION OF MASONRY.

North Cambridge, Mass.,

Feb. 17, 1898.

Editor Cynosure—I see in your last

January number that Prof. John Aug.
AMlliams denies impeachment Xo. 8

made by Prof. Simpson Ely that the

wickedest members of the lodge are

taught that they will go to the Grand
Lodge above when they die. Please call

Prof, \^'illiams' attention to the following

hnes copied from The American Tyler of

Jan. 15, 1898, page 2, and ask him to ex-

plain:

"Let us meet upon the level, then, while

laboring patient here

:

Let us meet and let lis labor, though the

labor be severe;

Already in the western sky the signs bid

us prepare
To gather up our working tools and part

upon the sc|uare.

"Hands round, ye royal craftsmen, in the

bright fraternal chain,

A\'e part upon the square below, to meet
in heaven again;

Each tie that has been broken here shall

be cemented there.

And none be lost around the throne who
parted on the square.''

For the benefit of those interested I

also quote from a paper, read before Oc-
cidental Lodge, St. Louis, ^lo., on same
page of Tyler; "In coming years Free-
rnasonry is to be the gracious and im-
seen. silent and all-pervading strength

which shall keep legislatures, courts and
executive officials true to honor, duty and
the people." Emma J. Blanchard.

MASONIC VS. CHRISTIAN CHARITY.

Parkers Prairie. ]Minn.,

:March 12, 1898.

Editor Cynosure
In your ]\Iarch issue Prof. John Aug.

Williams, while defending Masons
against the impeachment of selfishness

in dispensing charity, claims that they
but follow the rule laid down in Galatians

6; 10; "Let us do good unto all men.
especially unto them who are of the

household of faith." Therefore, ^lasons
are right in giving preference to lodge
brothers and their families, even accord-
ing to scriptural ethics. This looks
plausible enough, but in its practical ap-
plication a difficulty presents itself which
I have not been able to surmount. The
question arises Avhose rule is a Christian
^lason (if such there be) to follow—that

of Paul or that of the lodge which says.

Give preference to your lodge brethren

?

Suppose a lodge brother who is an in-

fidel, and a Christian who is not a lodge
member, present themselves as objects of

charitv at the same time; how is a ^lason.

V ho claims to be a Christian, to act in or-

der not to break either of the above-men-
tioned rules? If he tries to compromise
the matter by treating both alike he sim-
ply gets "out of the frying-pan into the

lire," as he then obeys neither. If we
could suppose that all Christians were to

be found within the ranks of ^lasonry.
the problem would straightway be solved.

but that is otit of the qtiestion, since they
are as a rule too poor to belong to the

craft. Christ himself could not have paid
his initiation fee. much less kept up his

dues in that fraternity; and his disciples,

who had forsaken what little they had
possessed in order to follow him. were no
better oft. -Another solution of the prob-
lem and the only one which seems prac-

ticable would be that Christianity and
^lasonry be kept apart—no ^lason to

profess to be a follower of "the kind-
hearted X'azarene" and no Christian to

affiliate with a society whose rules coiu-

pelled him to discriminate against one
who were of the household of faith, but
too poor or too conscientious to join that

societv. But as Prof. Williams claiirs

that "^lasons are taught to make the

teachings of the kind-hearted •X'azarene

the rule and guide of their conduct," this

solution is probably not acceptable to
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him. Perhaps he would not regard it be-

low his dignity to explain how the two
rules referred to are to be reconciled.

T. P. Leaf.

FROM AN EX-ODDFELLOW.

Salem, Me., Feb. 13, il

Editor Cynosure—I was induced to

join the Oddfellows through the impres-

sion that the institution was founded on
the Bible, and because I knew so many
p)rofessed Christians who were in it, and
so many ministers, that I thought it was
in line with, and a little above the church.

But from the night that I took the first

degree and stood before the skeleton-

mortality-scene, and listened to the con-

ductor's charge by a wicked mam who
was steeped in tobacco, I was haunted
with the conviction that Oddfellowship
was a repetition of the sin of Nadab and
Abihu, sons of Aaron, who offered

strange fire unfto the Lord.

It has been a loss to me financially as

well as morally. It squandered much of

my precious timie, and caused mie to neg-

lect my work. I paid $yo into it, and re-

ceived as a present after my wife's sick-

ness $15, and after my own severe sick-

ness, just after I left the order, they of-

fered m-e eight weeks' sick benefits,

amounting to $16, which I refused to

take. I have known other m^embers who
claimed they did not get their honest

dues.

I can testify that the exposures of Odd -

fellowship I have seen in The Cynosure

are correct. I have read your book,

"Oddfellowship Illustrated," and found

it a correct exposition. In leading men
out of the lodge, my experience is that

they should be urged to obey God's

Word, which says, "If we walk in the

light, as He is in the light, we have fel-

lowship with one another, and the blood

of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin."

I have often talked with young men and

told them of the skeleton in the coffin,

and that no doubt it was stolen from

some grave ; and I ask them if they woul

d

wish to have the skeletons of any of their

dead relatives used for such a purpose,

and then tell them our Lord's words, "All

things whatsoever ye would that men
would do unto you, do ye even so unto

them."
I wish to do what I can as a co-worker

with you in circulating The Cynosure. I

wish the last number could be sent to the

ministers of Maine, for most of them are

under the influence of these secret orders,

and are dead spiritually. I know of only

one minister in this county who is not a

miem'ber of some secret lodge.

J. A. Ellsworth.

Morm Iletti0.

FROM SECRETARY WILLIAMS.

Cohoctoh, Mich., Feb. 21, il

Dear Cynosure—At Alexandria we
had the Town Hall crowded. Captain
Scott and Rev. Strong arranged for this

meeting, and it was a success. The en-

tertainment which I received with Cap-
tain Scott and family will never be for-

gotten. They kn,ow how to make a re-

former feel at home. I spent the next
day with Elder Richey and wife. He
is an old wheel horse in this reform. Al-

though now above 80 years of age, the

old time fire still burns in his bones. At
night it rained and stormed so that we
had no congregation at the Harrison
Church. I was kindly entertained here

by Elder Strong and family. They are

all in most hearty sympathy with our re-

form.

Having two days without any appoint-

ments, I ran down to Thurston in Fair-

field County, and visited some cousins I

had not seen for twenty years. I had a

very pleasant rest with them. From here

I went to Fargo, Morrow County, Ohio,

Rev. O. H. Ramsey pastor. Here we
had good meetings twice a day for a

week. There were two saved. On Satur-

day night at Fargo and Sabbath night at

Oxford large crowds came out to hear

us discuss the evils of the lodge system.

I secured twelve Cynosure subscriptions

at this place. Rev. Ramsey is our old

friend and is true to the principles of the

anti-secret reform. He has a good mem-
bership. We were so attached to them
we felt loth to leave. We are sure of a

hearty welcome if it is so we can ever re-

turn again.

At Oxford we were entertained by
Brother Thurston and Elder H. R. Smith.

The Elder is one of the men who in pub-

lic, or private life, can be depended upon.
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He has been a member of the Ohio Leg-
islature, and made his mark by getting

through the House and Senate what is

known as the Smith Sunday law. He
is one of the strongest anti-secrecy men
I have met. His good wife and his chil-

dren are of like sentiments. His wife's

family, the Potters, are just the same,

and one feels at home among them. The
dear Master bless them and give them
all long life and great peace.

From here I went home for a few days'

rest; after nearly a month's absence, it is

good to be home. What will it be when
we get home at last, when the battle is

over, the last enemy is vanquished? It

will be sweet to rest. Next we came to

Cohoctah, Mich., Rev. J. P. Smith pas-

tor, where we are present writing. Thus
far three have been saved from their sins.

Many are under conviction. Here is a

good membership. The pastor is loyal

to the church, and the chances for suc-

cess are good. May the Lord bless pas-

tor and people and grant them abundant
success. Thus far in the month I have

spoken forty-one times. I have secured

twenty-one subscriptions to The Cyno-
sure. My expenses have been $20.66;

collections, $26.06; receipts for Cyno-
sure, $8.75. My best month for some
time. Friends, pray for the cause in

Ohio and Michigan. P. B. Williams.

BRO. RONAYNE IN NEBRASKA

W^ahoo, Neb., Feb. 28, il

Editor Cynosure—Brother Ronayne
has come and gone. He gave us four

masterly addresses on Freemasonry,
commencing on Sabbath evening, Feb.

20. On the first evening he gave a his-

tory of his coming out of the Roman
Catholic church, and then of his being
led into and out of Freemasonry. His
lectures were attended by increasing

numbers and with increasing interest

from evening to evening. Our Swedish
Lutheran brethren have a college here,

and we were gratified to see the students

present in large numbers. Our Swedish
friends are opposed to secret societies.

The meetings were held in the Reform-
ed Presbyterian Church. Of course, we
heard that the Reformed Presbyterians

were making a great mistake. We did

not think so when we arranged for these

meetings, nor as they progressed, nor

now as they are finished. We believe

that these lectures furnished a very much
needed testimony in this place, which is

much given to the worship of the secret

god. We were edified by Brother Ro-
nayne's whole work. At the opening of

each meeting he made an able presenta-

tion of gospel truth. He preached us a

sermon, and then how bald and foolish

and devilish appeared the absurdities of

Freemasonry! If a man wants to hug
his Masonic god undisturbed he must
keep away from the simple gospel of the

grace of God.
We were gratified with Brother Ro-

nayne's spirit in the whole presentation.

His quarrel was with Masonry, not with
Masons. He expressed his kindly feel-

ing for Masons, but his aversion for Ma-
sonry. He showed the absurdities and
wickedness of Masonry that he might
save some. This is our design in having
Brother Ronayne come among us. I ex-

horted my people to pray that he might
be enabled to present the truth upon this

important matter in such a way as to

win and not unnecessarily awaken oppo-
sition. Our prayer was answered. Our
testimony was ably voiced. It cannot
but do good to cast into so many minds
and hearts so much solid information and
warning. We hope to have Brother Ro-
nayne with us again.

Yours for a pure gospel,

Wm. C. Paden.

FROM REV. W. B. STODDARD.

Pittsburg, Pa., Feb. 25, i\

Dear Cynosure:
The Pittsburg Conmiercial Gazette to-

dav makes the announcement that Rev.
W. B. Stoddard, D. D., editor of The
Christian Cynosure, etc., will speak in Al-

legheny City to-night.

I know not who is responsible for this

notice. The D. D.s are so numerous in

this vicinity that this title does not seem
to count for much more than the Ma-
sonic Worshipful Master, a title frequent-

ly given cobblers and blacksmiths. Of
course, it helps swell the vanity and adds
to that number of proud sinners with
which our country is overburdened.
Our work in this section moves on aj?

the Divine hand guides and opens doors
of usefulness. My thought has been cen-
tered in the convention to be held in Al-
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leg-hen}- next Tuesday. The usual num-
ber of lectures have been given and Cyno-
sure subscriptions secured. Indications
favor a spirited convention. Brother
Swartz, our star speaker, is advertised by
invitation card, posters, and through the
newspapers. A feature of the day is to

be the answering of several questions as-

sig^ned to friends. It is believed this will

secure a discussion helpful to the right.

INIeetings at Tarentum, Apollo, and
Butler, Pa., have been held with good re-

sults. Brother John H. Kendall, the be-
loved pastor of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church, Tarentum, made my stay

in that place very pleasant. I spoke in

his church twice on Sabbath. A collec-

tion, amounting to $6, was taken for our
cause. The largest gathering was in the
Free Methodist Church, Apollo. The
large new church erected there was
crowded, about one hundred persons
standing for nearly two hours.

In* the large Ohio Synod Lutheran
Church, Butler, I was greeted with an
appreciative audience. Rev. E. Cronen-
wett, who has been pastor of this church
for over twenty years, has not been re-

miss in telling his people of the lodge
evil. His kind hospitality strengthened
my belief that it is not necessary to join

the lodg-e to secure friends when one is

traveling. As I had been attacked by the

''grippe" he insisted on my occupying his

warm bed and cared for me like a mother.
Eight dollars was the collection handed
me. There are many warm friends in

Butler. I w^as indeed glad to find my
old friend and schoolmate, Rev. E. R.

AVorrell, located on one of the Butler

Hills, his shadow growing no less as the

years go by. This to him is a new field.

His newly organized church already has

over two hundred and fifty members,
"and still there's more to follow."

Pittsburg, Pa., March 2.

The Lord gave us a beautiful day for

our convention. It has exceeded my ex-

pectations. I knew there were many in

this part of the State thoroughly enlisted,

but as the convention was of a local na-

ture I was not prepared to see the large

number that overcame the difficulties and
tmited in this gathering. There was a

large measure of the Divine Spirit mani-

fest. The addresses were of high order.

So far as I have observed the local papers

have given an unusually full and fair re-
port. The master address was g-iven bv
our beloved President, Brother S. H.
Swartz. His coming was a great help
and inspiration to us. The truth was pre-
sented in the calm, loving, pointed way in
which he always speaks.

We had comparatively little direct ex-
pense. The friends were asked for $25 to
meet this. The loose collection amount-
ed to $33.82. The personal contributions
and pledges amount to $12 additional.
So it will be seen the friends here believe
in Gospel measure. After the expense of

the convention is met the balance will be
used in pushing the work in this end of

the State. Although the time of the stu-

dents of the Reformed Presbyterian Sem-
inary was heavily taxed to reach the re-

quired amount of study, the professors
clecided to adjourn the classes that the
young men entering the ministry might
be helped by the deliberations of the con-
vention. W. B. Stoddard.

FROM BRO. FENTON.

St. Paul, Minn., March 19, il

Editor Cynosure—As you know, the

convention was full of deep interest from,
beginning to end, the church in which
it was held being the largest in the city,

with extra seats in the aisles. But call-

ing upon the pastor of the M. E. Church
in that city, he informed me that every

man in his large church belongs to a se-

cret order, and many of the women also

;

that he himself has joined nearly all of

the secret societies excepting the Masons,
and that he cannot see any harm in them,

but much good. He has lectured in fa-

vor of them, and says that to allow a lec-

ture against secret societies in his church
would be fatal to his connection with it.

It was in vain that I talked to him for

about an hour on the subject. He cannot

see the relation of the Bible to secret so-

cieties, and he is by no means singular

in that respect with regard to his denom-
ination. Such cases are the rule, not the

exception.

We were glad to greet our friends from
across the line—Iowa. Rev. O. T. Lee
was of great help to the convention

—

ready with "up-to-date" facts about se-

cret societies. We were disappointed by
the absence of two or three speakers, but

those present easily occupied all the time.
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On account of a mass meeting on Prohi-

bition held in the Court House at the

time appointed for our last session, we
adjourned at noon Thursday after hold-

ing five sessions. Before adjournment a

gentleman arose in the audience and
stated that he had come loo miles to at-

tend the convention, and expressed his

profound regret that there was to be no
afternoon session.

Rev. L. G. Almen, pastor of the Swe-
dish Evangelical Lutheran Church at

Balaton, Minn., writes: "Dear Brother:

J regret very much that I cannot attend

your convention; but I assure you that

nothing but the most pressing duties can

prevent me from utilizing my opportun-
ity to be with you and enter my testi-

mony with yours against the abomination
of oath-bound secrecv." W. Fenton.

LETTERS TO THE MINNESOTA CON-
VENTION.

B. F. Archer, Windom, Minn. : "I find

it impossible for me to be with you at

Albert Lea, but my prayer is Col. ii., 5:

'For though I be absent in the flesh, yet

am I with you in the spirit, joying and
beholding your order, and the steadfast-

ness of your faith in Christ.'
"

A merchant who did not wish his name
published wrote from Iowa: "The Ma-
sons are unusually busy in our locality,

getting young men of character into the

lodge; and there are evident indications

of their influence in politics and in other

directions. Now if you are able to give

me a truthful exposition of the craft, its

signs, pass words and obligations, you
will confer upon me a very great favor.

Because I have told them that their se-

crets have been fully exposed, and they
challenge me to produce them."

Rev. C. J. Colins, of New London,
Minn. : 'T am sorry I cannot attend your
Albert Lea convention, as I have meet-
ings at West Superior at that time. I

am glad you are not overcome by the

powers of darkness, but that you are still

successfully laboring to erase the infa-

mous spots of idolatry from the face of

our Christian civilization. Our last year's

convention at W'illmar chilled the zeal

of the orders. I have addressed five

meetings since on that subject, and the

truth was welcomed by all except by the
lodge men.
"We have had some conflicts with the

Modern Woodmen. The lodge here suc-
ceeded in getting three of our young
men, but we have induced two of them
to leave the lodge and we are earnestly
working to release the third from the
fetters of darkness. They have to choose
between the church and the lodge and
when we give time for their zeal for the
lodge to cool off, they usually prefer the
church. Though much depends on the
impression Christianity has made upon
them, and whether a majority in the com-
munity favor the lodge."

From Rev. C. M. Damon, ex-Presi-
dent Orleans College, Neb., now at Ev-
ansville, Wis.: 'T had planned to attend
the convention to help hold up the hands
of those fighting the Lord's battles, but
was prostrated at that time with la grippe.

'T just came across, to my surprise, in

the Pentecost Herald of Indianapolis, a
very interesting letter of President Chas.
G. Finney to Rev. Woodruff Post, of

Rochester, N. Y., of date about February,
1870, inciting him with cogent reason-
ing to sacrifice reputation and self-inter-

eyt on the altar of the truth of anti-se-

cresy, and followed by a powerful sum-
mary of Finney's views on the lodge. It

brings to mind some interesting incidents
of my past experience while pastor of a
M. E. church in Iowa thirty years ago.
Finney's letters on Freemasonry, of

which his book was afterward composed,
were issuing weekly in the Independent.
A friend in New York sent the papers to
rne.

"One day an elderly lady, a devoted
Christian, who had often counseled me
as a young minister, was in my room.
J\Iany years before she had.known Fin-
ney in his revival work, I believe in Bos-
ton. I knew she was an admirer of the
great revivalist; but her deceased hus-
band had been a Mason, and her son
had enthusiastically brought me a book
to convince me of the excellency of the
institution, though he had no eyes to see
that while its interpreted symbols pre-
pared unregenerate humanity for heaven,
it stated that Masonry has 'no atoning
sacrifice,' it 'points to no bleeding vic-
tim.' I read her one or more of those
articles without the names of the writer.
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She was staggered and inclined to repel

the assault. At length she inquired:
" 'Who says that?'
" 'Charles G. Finney,' was the reply.

"She seemed thunderstruck, and, drop-
ping her eyes in meditation for a mo-
ment, she suddenly aroused herself, and
with a significant gesture said with em-
phasis :

" 'Well, if Finney says so, it's true! for

Fimiey won't lie!'

"A few months later than the date of

the letter referred to above, while I was
pastor of the Free Methodist Church in

Syracuse, N. Y., Woodrufif Post hired

the largest hall in the city and came there

to lecture against Masonry. It was a
failure so far as a crowd and finances

were concerned, but was an honest efifort

and a fair address to those present. I

had the privilege of helping him, as I

was able to bear the brunt of paying for

this costly hall. It illustrates the inci-

dental sacrifices of an unpopular cause.

"I am mending in health and expect
soon to strike strong and swift at the

common enemv."

NEWS OF OUR WORK.

EVANGELIST VARLEY AGAINST THE
LODGE.

Boston, Mass., Feb. 22, 1898.

Editor Cynosure—I have called on
most of the pastors in Springfield and
find a majority in sympathy with our

work, though many ''secretly" like Nico-

demus "for fear of the Jews." There are

670 Knights Templars in the city. Nev-
ertheless, "they that be with us are more
than they that be with them." Henry
Varley has done more in a direct attack

to cripple the lodges in Boston than any

who have gone before him. He leaves

here and begins a series of meetings in

Springfield to-day. Rev. Mr. Hahn, in

whose church he speaks, is a radical, and

has occasionally spoken against the

lodge. Bro. Varley says if he can ar-

range to do so he will drop in and speak

at our convention. I some way feel that

this Eastern coast is lighting up with the

dawn of a day near at hand, and that we
of the "rock-ribbed" shores shall send

back a hearty cheer responsive to the

notes of progress and victory that come
to us from the West in the last Cynosure.

Let us remember the triumph is "in due

season" if we faint not.

James P. Stoddard.

General Secretary Phillips, during the
month, visited Detroit and several other
points in Michigan on N. C. A. business.

Rev. Wm. Fenton recently lectured to
the students and faculty of the German
Lutheran College at Watertown, Wis.,
on the Secret Society question. Rev. J.

H. Brockman, the author of that excel-

lent book, "Oddfellowship Judged by Its

Own Utterances," was one of his audit-

ors. He is pastor of the church at Wa-
tertown, and imder such a pastor and
such a faculty the students are fortified

against the lodge.

An instructive meeting was held in

Jackson Lake Congregation, Iowa, Rev.
E. Hove, pastor, March 15-17. Two ses-

sions were devoted to the lodge question

;

they having done much missionary work
the question proved to be a very popular
theme. Rev. O. T. Lee, of Northwood,
Iowa, was the main speaker. Several

who seemed to look upon the lodge as a

good thing changed their minds before

the meeting was over. A very pleasant

surprise was sprung when a young man
who was known to belong to two orders

arose and said that he had now "come
out from them." He had a long struggle

with himself, but at last he came to the

conclusion that 'he could not be a con-
sistent Christian and belong to the lodge.

He is well aware that the situation is such
that he may have to move out, but he has

saved his conscience and soul. This is

one good evidence that the testimony
bears fruit.

Rev. W. B. Stoddard went South in

March and visited Norfolk and Ports-

mouth, Va., and Durham, Chapel Hill,

Pittsboro and Moncure, North Carolina.

He was invited to speak at many places

he was unable to reach. By request of

the United Brethren Church at Rohrers-
ville, Md., he took the presiding elder's

place, held quarterly meeting, preached
three sermons and found the collection

larger than the reform lecturer's. In
Pennsylvania he visited Oaks, Royers-
ford, Parkerford, Pottstown, Bally,

Pennsburg, East Greenville, Vera Cruz,
Emaus, Allentown, Quakertown, Lou-
derton. New Britain, Chalfant and Nor-
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ristown, holding good meetings at a

number of these points. He reached
Philadelphia in time to attend the local

N. C. A. meeting in the Third R. P.

Church, Rev. R. C. Montgomery, pastor.

The attendance, testimonies, discussions

and new members enrolled envinced a

growing interest.

Brother Ronayne returned recently

from a most successful two months' lec-

ture campaign in Kansas, Nebraska, and
Iowa. In most towns visited he held

from three to four, and in some five meet-
ings. The places visited were Lyons,
Sterling, Eskridge and Winchester, Kan-
sas; Superior, Bulah and Wahoo, Ne-
braska; Clarinda, College Springs and
Blanchard, Iowa. He reports a remark-
able interest in nearly all these meetings,

manifested by large and enthusiastic audi-

ences. At Clarinda he addressed the

ministers' meeting Monday morning, at

which were not only the pastors, but a

good attendance of citizens. One sev-

enth degree Mason renounced his Ma-
sonry at this meeting. At College

Springs he lectured in the college chapel,

his large audience being mostly of

professors and students. His meetings
were mostly in Cav^enanter churches and
arranged by Covenanter ministers.

Rev. M. A. Gault, after speaking at

the Minnesota State convention, held a

successful series of meetings in Iowa, lec-

turning twice at Clear Lake, Cedar Rap-
ids and Mount Auburn; and preaching

at Clarion, Goldfield, Amity, Reinbeck,
\'inton and Stamvood. At most of these

points he was greeted by large audiences

and deep interest. At Clear Lake, T.

Palmeter will endeavor to have him ad-

dress the Chautauqua assembly on the

subject nex't summer. At Hopkinton
the friends took advantage of his com-
ing by arranging for a local convention,

hiring a hall for two evenings and invit-

ing President Blanchard also to speak.

It was a disappointment that he was pre-

vented from coming by illness. Provi-

dentially, Rev. James McCune, of Wil-

kinsburg, Pa., was present and presided,

rendering important help, as also did

John M. Johnston, a theological student

of the Allegheny Seminary. The hall was
well filled largely by students of Lenox

College during the evening sessions, and
a strong series of resolution were
adopted.

MASONRY CONTROLLING THE PRESS.

While lecturing at Clear Lake, Iowa,
recently, we ascertained the following
facts, which furnish an illustration of the
power of the lodge to control the press.
Mr. Campbell, who was the postmaster
at Clear Lake, and an attorney-at-law,
was, about the year 1870, the orator at a
public installation of Masonic ofificers at
Clear Lake. His speech was published
in the country paper at Mason City, and
contained gross misstatements in regard
to Freemasonry. Teron Palmeter, 01
Clear Lake, wrote a reply, which the edi-
tor of that paper kindly published on the
first page. But after the entire issue was
struck off and before it was mailed the
Masons learned of the article and com-
pelled the editor to destroy the entire
week's issue and substitute in place of
the article more than a column eulogv
of Freemasonry. The poor editor was
not a Mason, but was under their con-
trol financially, and was afraid of a boy-
cott. This is the pitiable condition of
many editors and one of the dangerous
influences of the lodge is its power to
suppress the truth.

THE LODGE A POOR DEPENDENCE.

In the Philadelphia Inquirer of March
2^ is a sad case of suicide. William E.
Palmer, a prominent Oddfellow. Knight
of Pythias, Royal Arch Mason and
Knight Templar, took laudanum at his
hotel The letter which he left read

:

"No work, no money, no friends, no
home, is the cause of this deed. ]\Iy sister
is an invalid. What a shock it will be to
her! May God be with her.

"My funeral expenses are paid, and mv
board bill at Madden's, $6, the balance is

for her to keep absolutely as her own.
My sister and members of my lodges can
make arrangements for the funeral I de-
sire that my lodges give me strictly a pri-

vate int^^ment bv the wish of mother."

Rev, S. H. Swartz will address the Iowa
State convention at Albion, April 5-6.
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WHERE IS THE LEAKAGE?

Rev. W. H. Prescott, pastor of the M.
E. Church at Havelock, Neb., writes, m-
quiring, "Have you not come in touch

with, or noted the controversy that is go-

ing on in our rehgious as well as secular

press with reference to the unparalleled

small increase in membership in the M.
E. Church during the last year, 1897?
There were only an addition of 19,500 in

the great M. E. Church. Our bishops

and foremost men have written concern-

ing the causes, but not one has touched

secret societies, and this in my mind is

the greatest cause. O why will people

be so blind? These societies have in-

creased and prospered at the loss of the

church in spiritual power and member-
ship. I do hope you will write about this,

for I wish every M. E. minister could

read a red-hot article on this subject. I

only write this in way of suggestion. If

I only had the means I would have every

M. E. preacher read The Cynosure."

CONVERTED JEW TESTIFIES.

In the Pittsburgh "Hope Mission Tid-

ings," Moses Nye, a converted Jew, gives

this important testimony : "The Jews ot

to-day are not persecuted by the Gentiles

in America, because Jews and Gentiles

are members of the same lodges, attend

the same balls, concerts, clubs, theaters.

All these belong to the natural man, and

are used by the natural Jews and Gen-

tiles, and the members declare these so-

cieties are as good for the salvation of

their souls as a church or synagogue.

This is not so, for I have belonged to six

or eight different societies, and they only

help a little in worldly business, in poli-

tics, in sickness, and at death the lodges

help to bury the body. But what about

the soul? As a natural Jew I kept the

day of atonement every year, but I never

found any change. Since I found the

new light^ the truth, the new birth, thank

God I am a changed man!"

Let us again repeat, for the benefit of

all writers for The Cynosure, as well as

for our benefit and that of our readers:

Please condense to the last possible de-

gree. Give only facts and the briefest

statement of arguments.

Dwight L. Moody recently said to an

Evanston audience: *Tf the return of

Jesus Christ to earth were left to a popu-
lar vote it would be overwhelmingly de-

feated. He would not carry a State. Do
vou think He would carry Illinois? Not
a county of it, not a town, not even a

ward. I don't know how it would be here

in Evanston. There is no room for the

Son of God! Does the Republican party

want him? Do the Democrats? This is

called a Christian country, but how would
it be if some one should rise in the House
of Representatives and quote scripture

—

'Thus saith the Lord'—'what sneers there

would be; what frowns! Would the so-

cieties vote for Him? Would the clubs

admit Him? The whole country seems
to be run by clubs nowadays. It would
make a difference in clubs, don't you
think, if He was reigning on earth?"

yergonal ilentton/
Rev. Samuel F. Porter, our missionery

secretary, has returned from the South.

He preached on the last Sabbath of

March at Quincy, Mich., and is now
spending a few weeks at Kingston, 111.

Rev. H. H. Hinman, than whom no
lecturer or writer for The Cynosure is

better known and who has been for some
years laboring as a missionary at Beloit,

Ala., will return this month to Oberlin,

Ohio, where he expects to remain.

Mrs. Mary Macomber Carnes, of De-
troit, Mich., has been a life member of

the National Christian Association since

March 31, 1875, the date of her life mem-
bership certificate, which she received of

Secretary J. P. Stoddard at Fenton,
Mich. Few have been more helpful in

our work than she has been. "She hath
done what she could."

One of the faithful old friends of this

reform passed through the gates to his

eternal reward last month. Brother M.
L. Worcester has been one of the most
faithful workers for many years. It was
at his request and invitation that Presi-

dent C. A. Blanchard gave his first anti-

secrecy address. The funeral sermon was
preached by Secretary Phillips in the M.
E. Church at Kingston, 111. A farther

notice will be given next month.
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Christian Association.

A 32-page monthly with cover, opposed to

secret societies, represents the Christian move-
ment against the secret lodge system; dis-

cusses fairly and fearlessly the various move-
ments of the lodge as they appear to public

view, and reveals the secret machinery of cor-

ruption in politics, courts, and social and re-

ligious circles. In advance, $1 per year.

Entered at the Postoffice, Chicago, 111., as second class
matter.

The Cynosure is published monthly under

the management of a Board of eleven Direct

ors: Rev. J. A. Collins (U. P.), Rev. E. B.

Wylie (Cong'l), Rev. W. O. Dinins (C. C),
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(Friend).

Rev. M. A. Gault, editor Christian Cyno-
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Wra. I. Phillips, Secretary and Business Manager,
to wliom all letters containing money and relating to

the business of the paper must be addressed at 221
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Chahl-es C. Foote:—What would Ibe

introduciion of Christ into Mohammt-
danism be, but its annihilation? And
thus would it be with Masonry.

Albs-rt Barnes, 1849:

—

Any good
cause, I think, can be promoted openly;

any secret association is liable, at least,

to abuse and danger.

A LIBERAL OFFER.
We are prepared to pay any Church, Benevo-

lent Association. Charitable Organization, Hos-
pital and Society organized for public benefit in
return for outside White Cloud Soap wrappers
intact, as follows:

LARGE SIZE AVRAPPER8.
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2,000
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10,000
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70,000 1,008.00
80,000 1,164,00
90,000 1,323.00
100,000 1,500.00

We were the FIRST FIRM in the World
to adopt a system whereby Churches, Benev-
olent and Charitable organizations were of-

fered assistance as per above plan. Address,
for full particulars,

JAMES S. KIRK Sc CO.,
Est. 1839. Chicago, III.

James O .Birne-j, candidate of the Lib&r-

ty party for PreB\ dent, was a Freemason,
"but never entered a lodge after he joined
the church, and, as ^va sons grew up, he
cautioned them against joining any ae-

creto/der."— Oen. Wm. Birney.

Rev. John G. Stearns, ioell-kj^ofjon

author:—Masonry will by no means die
of itself; nor will it separate itself from
the church of God. No; it will cling to
it, like the deadly scorpion to the victim
on which it fastens. The church must
therefore separate from ttat.

^.|*«^*|*^^m|*«|*^«^^«|*^.|»«|*^^^^^^«|««|*^«J<,^

I IMMERSION I

% A Romish Invention %

i* By the able scholar, Rev. IV. A. MacKay, 1*

j* D. D., of Canada. j*

^ This book has had a phenomenal sale, «5»

4» having gone through eight editions (14,000 !
j* copies) in a tew years. «|*

•|* It is widely circulated in the United ^T States and Scotland, and virtually enjoys T
J^

a monopoly of the Canadian market. T
4» Dr. A. A. Hodge, of Princeton Seminary,

«J,

4* N-J-, says: "I regard the argument in this !•

J* book as established beyond successful 4*

4« answer, and as clearly and effectively pre- $•
•§» sented." 4*

J*
Every Bible student should possess a ^

*|* copy. Send j*

25 CENTS FOR SAMPLE COPY
% ...... %
^ Rem. O. O. F>0TTER.

MORNING SUN, IOWA.
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A WOMAN'S
LIFE WORK.

I r>Jcr;i_T_jrDi r^j<s

Thirty Years' Service on the Un=
derground Railroad and

in the War.

This is a story of a wonderful life. The author was an active Anti-Slavery

agitator and through her underground railroad work assisted hundreds of slaves

to escape from bondage. During the war she spent about two years taking care

of the sick and wounded. Through her efforts more than 2,000 Union soldiers

were liberated. She accomplished a great work in providing for the Freedmen

of Kansas after the close of the war. She was the founder of the State Public

School, at Coldwater, Mich., an institution which was the first of its kind in the

world. The Prince of Wales having heard that it was the outgrowth of a wom-
an's plan and work, wrote to this country to find out if such were really the fact.

The Industrial School for Girls at Adrian, Mich., almost entirely owes its first

-existence, and especially its name, to her efforts. Haviland Academy, at Havi-

land, Kansas, was named in her honor, as also the town in which it is located.

Her whole life has been one of cheerful self-denial for the good of others. At

the World's Fair she was introduced by President Palmer as "The Mother of

Philanthropy," and well s'he deserves the title. Her experience as told in thh

book will be read with thrilling interest. It is a plain, simple narrative of her

very busy, useful life, but of a more fascinating interest than fiction. Many have

pronounced it equal to ''Uncle Tom's Cabin." Aunt Laura is now in her r'ne-

tieth year and is still actively engaged in public work. She has added some fifty

new pages for this edition.

Among those who strongly recommend her book and commend her life

are: The Chicago Tribune, The Baptist Standard, The Chicago Inter-Ocean,

Rev. C. C. Foote of Detroit, Mich., John G. Whittier, Rev. Geo. W. Clark, ex-

Governor Chas. M. Croswell, T. C. Beaman, ex-Congressman; Rev. J. F. Con-
over, D. D., and others.

This wonderful book is printed on good paper and contains 625 pages,

6x8 inches. Illustrated. It is substantially bound in cloth with red edge*, title

stamped on side and back with aluminum. The retail price of the book is $1.50.

The book will be sent FREE to anyone renewing his own subscriotion

and sending two new subscriptions to the Cynosure, and $3.00.
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GRANGER SECRETS.

How to Do Good and Get
Paid for It.

We have in stock a limited numiber of

''Helps to Bible Study," by Rev. A. Sims,

of Ontario. 196 pages, cloth, 50 cents.

.We consider it an excellent work.
W'e have also a limiited number of

''Toudhing Incidents and Remarkable
Answers to Prayer." S. B. Shaw, paib-

lis'her, 128 pages, 6x8, illustrated, full

morocco, $1.00.

As long as our supply continues, we
will present a copy of either of the above
books to every one who will send us one
new subscriber with his own renewal
and onlv $2.00.

FOR A SUMMER CRUISE TAKE THE COAST LINE

To Mackinac
NEW STEEL PASSENGER STEAMERS

COMFORT, SPEED, AND SAFETY

The Greatest Perfection Yet Attained in Boat Construction—Luxurious Equip
ment, Artistic Furnishing, Decoration and Efficient Service.

To Detroit, Maciiiac, lieoriiai Bay, Petosiey, Cliicap.
Xo other line offers a panorama of 460 miles of equal variety and interest.

FOUR TRIPS PER WEEK BETWEEN DAY AND NIGHT SERVI3E BETWEEN

Toledo, Detroit and Mackinac,
PETOSKEY, "THE SOO," MARQUETTE

AND DULUTH.

LOW RATES to Picturesque Mackinac
and return, including Meals and Berths. Ap-
proximate cost from Cleveland, $17; from To-
ledo, $14; from Detroit, $12.50.

EVERY DAY AND NIGHT BETWEEN

DETROIT AND CLEVELAND.
Fare, $ j . 5 Each Direction.

Berths, 75c and $1. Stateroom, $1.75- Connec-

tions are made at Cleveland with earliest trains for all

points East, South and Southwest, and at Detroit for

all points North and Northwest. Sunday trips June,

July, August, September and October only.

DAILY BETWEEN

Cleveland, Put-in-Bay and Toledo. Cleveland and Lorain.
Send 2 cents for Illustrated Pamphlet. Address
A. A. SCHANTZ, G. P. A., DETROIT, MICK. Detroit M CleyelaM Nayiption Comuaiiy,
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Standard Works
-ox-

Seefet Societies
rOK SALE BY THE

HBTIOH^L CPBISTIBH HSSOGIBTION.

221 West Madison St., Chicago, 111.

Terms:—Cash with order, or if sent by express

C. O. D. at least $i.oo must be sent vsith order a;

a guaranty that books will be taken. Books a^

retail prices sent postpaid. Books by Mail ?'e at

nsk of persons ordering, unless 8 cents extra is

sent to pay for registering them, when meir sate

delivery is guaranteed. Books at retail ordered

by express, are sold at lo per cent discount and

delivery guaranteed, but not express paid Post-

ege stamps taken for small subss.

OX rEEE]»LlSOXRY.
Freemasonry illustrated. First
three degrees. 2)7^ pages cloth, 75c;
paper, 40c.
The accuracy of these expositions attested by

affidavits of Jacob O. Doesburg and others.

Freemasonry Illustrated. 640
pages, cloth. Si.oo; paper, 75c.

^A complete expositon of the Blue Lodge and
Chapter consisting of seven degrees. Profuselv
:Uastrated.

Knight Templarisn Illustrated.
341 pages, cloth, Si.oo; paper, 50c.

. A full illustrated rir-al of the six degrees of
ihe Council and Commandery.

liand=Book of Freemasonry. 274
pages, flexible cloth, 50c.
By E. Ronayne, Past Master of Kevstone Lodge

No. 639. Chicago.
^
Gives the comci'ete standard

ritual of the nrst three degrees of F"reemasonry.

Scotch Rite flasonry^ Illustrated.
2 vols. Per vol., cloth, Si.oo: paper, 63c.
The complete illustrated ritual of the en:ir:

Scottish Rite, comprising all the Masonic degree^
from 3rd to 3;rd inclusive. The f.rst three de-
gre'^s are com'^mou to all the Masonic Rites, and
are fully and accuratelv given in "Freemasonry
Illustrated." Vol. I comprises the degrees from
3rd to iSth inclusive.
Vol. 11 compnses the degrees from 19th to 33rd

L,-:iusiye, with the signs, grips, tokens 'ind pass-
words frmn t%* to 3Jra fH^JitGe ii»rl»«nve

Freemasonry Exposed. By Capt.
William Morgan. 1 10 pages, paper, 25c.
The genuine old Morgan book"republished.

£cce Orienti. Pocket size, full

roan, flap, S3. 50.
The Complete Standard Ritual of the First

Three Masonic Degrees in Cypher, with complete
Floor Charts of initiating, Passing and Raising a
Candidate.

Cabala. Pocket size, full roan,
flap, S2.5O.
The Complete Standard Ritual of the Chapter

"^Tasonic Degrees; 4th to 7th inclusive, in Cypher.
Giving the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master,
\T/N««* Kxr-'llert Master sind R^val Arch

Knights of the Orient. Pocket
size, full roan, flap, $2.50,
The Complete Ritual of the Commandery

Masonic Degress. Knights of the Red Cross,
Knight Templar and Knight ot Malta, nth to 15th
^i-^rees.

Allyn's Ritual of Freemascnry.
By Avery Allyn. Cloth, S5.00.
Contains the fully Illustrated Ritual of the Blue

Lodge. Chapter Council and Commandery. 11 of
the scotch Rite Degrees, several Masonic side
degrees and what is termed a Ke-p fo the Phi Beta
Kappa, and the Orange Societies'.

Duncan's Masonic Ritual and
Monitor. Cloth, 82.50.
Profusely illustrated with explanatory engrav

iugs. and containing the /itual and work of the or-
der for the seven degrees, inclu-'ang the Royal
Arch. Though extensively used ds an Instruction
Book and one of the best in the market, it is not
as accurate as "Freemasonry' ilustrated."'

Richardson's Moni^or of Freema-
sonry. Cloth, Si. 2s,; paper, 75c.
Contains the ceremonies of^ Lodges. "Chapters,

Encampmenu, etc. Illustrated. Although ex-
tensively used in conferring the higher degrees,
it is not only vfT incoraple.te but inaccurate
especially as regards the first seven degrees, and
as to the'high r degrees it drives but a description
and general idea of the degrees rather than the
full ritual.

Look to the East A ritual of the
hi'st three Masonic Degrees by Ralph
Lester. Cloth, $2.00.
Notwithstanding the high price this book is

very inferior in everv way to Freemasonry Plus-
trated or the Handbook of Freemasonry at a
quarter the price.

Council of the Orien':. Pocket
size, fall roan, flap, S2.50.
The Complete Standard Ritual of Council

Masonic Degrees in Cvprier. *:h to icth inclusive.
Giving the Degrees of Royal Master. Select Mas-
tei and Super Excellent Master.

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. Re-
vised and enlarged edition, 40 pages,
paper, 25c.
An illustrated Ritual of the Nobles of the Mys»

tic Shrine. Th^s is a Side Masonic degree con-
ferred only on Knights Templar and on Thirty-
wo degree Masons.

Thirteen Reasdrs why a Chris-
tian should not be a Freemason.
By Rev. Robert Armstrong. l6 pages.

Freemasonry Contrary to the
Christian Religion. By " Spectator,"
Atlanta, Ga. 16 pages 50.

Hon. Thurlow Weed on the Mor-
gan Abduction. 16 pages 5c.
Thi3 is the legally attested statement of this

eminent Christian journalist and statesman con-
cerning the unlawful seizure and conhnement of
Capt. Morgan in Canandaigua jail, his removal to
Fort Niagara and subsequent drowning in Lake
Ontario.

Freemasonry a Fourfold Con=
spiracy. 16 pages, 5c.
Address of Pres. J. ^Blanchard. This is a most

convincing argument against the lodge.

Mah=Hah=Bone; 5S9 pages; Si.00
Comprises the Hand Book, Master's Carpet and

Freemasonry at a glance.

OX ODD-FELLOWSHIP.
Odd=fellowship Judged by its own

utterances; its doctrine and practice
examined in light of God's Word. By
Rev. J. H, Brcckman. Cloth, 50c; pa-=

per cover, 25c.
This is an exceedingly interesting, clear dlscu.s-

sion of the char^i :ter of Odd-fellowsnip. in the fonu
of a dialogrue.
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Revised Odd-fellowship Illustra-
ted. Cloth, $i.oo: paper cover, 5octs.
The complete revised ritual of the Lodge En-

campment and Rebekah (ladies) degrees, profuse-
ly illustrated, and guaranteed to be strictly ac-
curate; with a sketch of origin, history and char-
acter of the order, over one hundred foot-note
quotations from standard authorities, showing the
character and teachings of the order, and an an-
alysis of each degree by ex-President J. Blanchard.
This ritual corresponds exactly with the *' Charge
Books" furnished Dy the Sovereign Grand Lodpe.

Sermon on Odd-fellowship and
other secret societies, by Rev. J. Sar-
ver, pastor of Evangelical Lutheran
church. IOC. tach.
This is a very clear argument against secretism of

all forms and, the duty to disfellowship Odd-fel-
lows, Freemasons, Knights of Pythias and Gran-
gers, is clearly shown by their confessed character
as found in their own publications.

OTHER RITUALS.
Revised Knights of Pythias, Illus-

trated. Cloth, 50c: paper cover 25c.
An exact copy of the new official Ritual Adopted

by the Supreme Lodge of the world, with the Se-
cret work added and fully Illustrated.

Knights of the Orient Illustrated.

15c each.
The full Illustrated Rit'ia j,. Ancient Order ot

the Orient or the OrientaJ degree. This is a side
degree conferred mostly a Knights of Pythias
lodges.

Good Ternplarisnr Illustrated. 25c.
A full and accurate exposition of the degrees of

the lodge, temple and council.

Exposition of the Grange. 25c.
Edited by Rev. A. W. 3eeslin. Illustrated with

engravings.

Ritual of tl>« Grand Army of the
Republic loc. each.
The authorized ritual of 1?

cognition, pass-words, etc., and ritual oT Machin-
ists' and Blacksmiths' Union, (The two bound to
gether.)

Knights of Labor Illustrated. 25c.
("Adelphon Kruptos.") The com^ !ete illus-

trated ritual of the order, including the "unwritten
work."

Adoptive Masonry Illustrated.

20c. each.
A. full and complete illustrated ritual of the five

degrees of Female Freemasonry, by Thomas Lowe.

Red rien Illustrated. In cloth 50c.

each, $2.00 per dozen postpaid.
The Complete Illustrated Ritual of the Im-

proved Order of Red Men, comprising the Adop-
tion Degree, Hunter's Degree, Warrior's Degree,
Chief's Degree, with the Odes, etc.

The Foresters Illustrated. Paper.
cover 25c. each, $2.00 per dozen.
The Complete Illustrated Ritual of the Forest-

ers, with Installation Ceremonies.

Uniteu Sons of Industry Illustra-
ted. 15c. each.
A full and complete illustrated ritual of the sec-

ret tradesunion of the above name, giving the
signs, grips, passwords, etc.

Rituals and 5ecrets Illustrated.

$1.00, each.
Composed of "Temple of Honor Illustrated,

Adoptive Masonrv Illustrated," "United Sons of
Industry U'-'-strated," and "Secret Societies Illus-
trated"

Sermon on flasonry. 5c. each.
By Re\. W. P. McNary, pastor of United Pres-

byterian church.

with signs of re-

T M;

MISCELLANEOUS.
History Nat'l Christian Associ»
ation. IOC each.
Its origin, objects, what it has done and aims te

do, and the best means to accomplish the end
sought, the Articles ot Constitution and By-lawr
of the Association.

Secret Societies. Cloth 35c, pape*
15c.

A discussion of their character and claims by
ReV. David McDill, Pres. J. Blanchard and Rev
Edward Beecher.

The Master's Carpet or flasonry
and Baal Worship Identical. Bound
in fine cloth. 400 pages. 75c.
Explains the true source and meaning of every

ceremony and symbol of the lodge.

Disloyal Secret Oaths. 5c.
By Joseph Cook, Boston. He quotes the law of

Vermont which makes the administration of the
Masonic oaths illegal. Joseph Cook's address is a
national treatment of a national subject, and very
valuable for reference.

Light on Freemasonry. By Elder
D. Bernard, Cloth, $1.50. paper, 75c

Finney on flasonry. Cloth 750.^
paper 35c.
The character, claims and practical workings ot

Freemasonry. By ex-Pres. Charles G. Finney, of
Oberlin College. President Finney was a " bright
Mason," but left the lodge when he became a
Christian. This book has opened the eyes cf

multitudes.

flasonic Oaths Null and Void: or
Freemasony Self-Convicted. 207
pages. Postpaid, 40c.
This is a book for the times. The design of the

author is to refute the arguments of those who
claim that the oaths of Freemasonry are binding
upon those who take them.

Judge Whitney's Defence before
the Grand Lodge of Illinois. 15c.

Judge Daniel H. Whitney was Master of the
lodge when S. H. Keith, a member of his lodge,
murdered Ellen Slade. Judge Whitney, by at-

tempting to bring Keith to justice, brought on
himself the vengeance of the lodge, but he boldly
replied to the charges against him. and afterward*
renounced Mason''v.

General Washington Opposed to
Secret Societies. loc.
This is a re-publication of Governor Joseph Rit-

ner's " Vindication of General Washington from^
the Stigma of Adherence to Secret Societies,"

communicated to the House of Representatives of

Pennsylvania, March 8, 1837, at their special re-

quest. To this is added the fact that three high
Masons were the only perso iS who opposed a vote

of thanks to Washington on his retirement to pri-

vate liie-undoubtedly because they considered him
a seceding Freemason,

florgan's Expdsition, Abduction
and flurder and Oaths of 33 degrees.

304 pages, cloth, $1.00,
'* Composed of Freemasonry Exposed," by Capt.

Wm, Morgan; '"History of the Abduction and
Murder of Morgan;" "Valance's Confession ot

the Murder of Capt. Wm. Morgan;" "Bernard's,
Reminiscences of Morgan Times," and "Oaths
and Penalties of 33 Degrees."

Oaths and Penalties of Freemason-
ry, as proved in court in New Berlin

trials. IOC.
The New Berlin trials began in the attempt ot

Freemasons to prevent public initiation by se'^ed-

ing Masons. These trials were held at New Berlin.

Chenango Co,, N. Y„ April 13 and 14, 1831, an.*

General Augustus C, Welsh, sheriff of the countv.

and other adhering Freemasons swore to the tri^tli

fill revelation of the oaths and panalt^as,
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The Anti-mason's Scrap-Book.
25c.
Consisting of 53 "Cynosure" tracts. In thiS

book are the views of more than a score of men,
many of them of distinguished ability, on the sub-
iect of secret societies.

The Image of the Beast; A Secret
Empire; or Freemasonry a Subject of

Prophecy. By Rev. Richard Horton.
Third Edition. 200 pages, cloth, 6oc.

Grand Lodge riasonry. 5c. each
Its relation to civil government and the Christian

religrion. By Pres. JT Blanchard. The an-Chris-
tian, anti-republican and despotic character of

Freemasonry is proved from the highest Masonic
authorities.

Masonry a Work of Darkness, ad-
verse to Christianity, and inimical
to Republican Qovemment. 15c.
By Rev. Lebbeus Armstrong (Presbyterian) a

seceding Mason of 21 degrees.

Sermon on Masonry. 5c. each.
By Rev. J. Day Brownlee. In reply to a Ma-

sonic Oration by Rev. Dr. Mayer, Wellsville, Ohio.

Story of the Gods. Postpaid, lOc.
By 1. R. B. Arnold. Brief sketches from the

mythology of Rome. Greece, Egypt, India, Persia,
Phrygia, Scandina' la, Africa and America, show-
ing the relations and unity of the past and present
systems. The idolatrous worship of the Masonir
Jodge is thus clearly seen and understood.

Masonic Outrages. Postpaid, 20c.
Compiled by Rev. H. H. Hinman. Showing

Masonic assualt on lives of seceders, on reputation,
and on free speech; its interference with justice ii^

courts, etc

History of the Abduction and Mur-
der of Capt. Wm. Morgan. 25c.
As prepared by seven committees of citizens,

appointed to ascertain the fate oi Morgan.

Sermon on Secretism, 5c. eacn.
By Rev. R, Theo. Cross, pastor Congregational

church, Hamilton, N. Y. This is a very clear ayr.
of the objections to all secret societies, and to Ma-
"-prv especially, that are apparent to all.

Anti-masonic Sermons and Ad-
dresses. Cloth, $1 00.
Composed of " Masonry a Work of Darkness;"

the Sermons of Messrs. Cross, William M'Nary,
Dow and Sarver, the two addresses of President
Blanchard, and the addresses of President H. H.
George, Prof. J. G. Carson and Rev. M. S. Drury;
"Thirteen Reasons Why a Christain Cannot be a

Freemason," "Freemasonry Contrary to the
Christiin Religion," and " Are Masonic Oaths
Binding on the Initiate? " 287 pages.

Secret Societies, Ancient and
Modern. 50c. each.
Contents: The Antiquity of Secret Societies,

The Life of Julian, The Eleusinian Mysteries, The
Origin of Masonry, Was Washington a Mason.'
Fillmore and Webster's Deference to Masonry, A
Brief Outline of the Progress of Masonry in the
United States, The Tammany Ring, Masonic Be-
nevolence, The Uses of Masonry, An Illustration.
The Conclusion.

Secret Societies Illustrated.
Over 250 cuts, 99 pages, paper cover,
25c. each.
Containing the signs, grips, passwords, em-

blems, etc., of Freemasonry (Blue Lodge, and to
the foiirteenth d^^ree of the York rite). Adoptive
Maw...»..,, Revised Odd-fellowship, Good Templar-
ism, the Temple of Honor, the United Sons of In-
dustry, Knights of Pythias and the Grange, with
affidavits, etc.

Prof. J. Q. Carson, D. D., on Se-
cret Societies. loc. each.
A most convincing argument against fellowship-

Ja*' Freemasons in the Christian church.

Sermon en flasonry. i6 pages,
5c. By Rev. W. P. McNary, pastor
United Presbyterian church.

Oaths and Penalties of the 33
Degrees of Freemasonry. 15c. each.
To get these thirty-three degrees of Masonic

bondage, the candidate takes half-a-million horri-
ble oaths.

Ex-President John Quincy Ad-
ams. Price, cloth, $1.00. Paper, 35c.

Letters on the Nature of Masonic Oaths, Obli-
gations and Penalties.

Sermon on flasonry. loc. each.
By Rev. James Williams, Presiding Elder of

Dakota District Northwestern Iowa Conference
M. E. Church—a seceding Master Mason.

The Mystic Tie or Freemasonry a
League with the Devil. 15c.
This is an account of the church trial of Peter

Cook and wife, of Elkhart, Indiana, for refusing
to support a reverend Freemason.

Sermon on Secret Societies. 5c.
each.
By Rev. Daniel Dow, Woodstock, Conn. The

special object of his sermon is to show the right
and duty of Christians to examine into the char-
acter of secret sojieties, no matter what object
such societies profess to have.

Reminiscences of florgan Times.
IOC. each.
By Elder David Bernard. This is a thrilling

narrative of the incidents connected with Ber-
nard's Revelation of Freemasonry.

The Broken Seal. In cloth, 75c.
Paper covers, 40c.
Personal Reminiscences of the Abduction and

Murder of Capt. Wm. Morgan. By Samuel D.
Greene.

Pres. H. H. George on Secret
Societies. loc. each.
A powerful address, showing clearly the duty of

Christian churches to disfellowship secret 9©cie-
ties.

Narratives and Arguments,
15c. each.
Showing the conflict of secret societies with the

Constitution and law of the Union and of the
States. By F»-aucis Semple.

Secrecy vs. the Family, State
and Church. loc. each.
By Rev. M. S. Dury. The antagonism of or-

ganized secrecy to the welfare of the family, stati
and church, is clearly shown.

A Booklet of 107 pages. 25c.
"The Martyr's Own Monument," by Rev. J. E.

Roy, D. D., Western Secretary of American Mis-
sionary Association; "Christian Politics," by
Rev. J. Blanchard, late Editor of Christian Cyno-
sure : "The Mysterious Machine: Was it Lawn-
mower, Town-pump, Balloon, Wheel-barrow,—or
what.? " by Prof. E. D. Bailey, of the Civil Service
Dept. U. S. Government.

Are Secret Societies a Blessing?
A pamphlet of 20 pages. 5c.
An address by Rev. B. Carradine, D. D., pastor

of the Centenary M. E. church. St. Louis, Mo..
Jan. 4, 1891. W, McCoy writes: "That sermon
ought to be in the hands of every preacher in this
land, and every citizen's, too."

Between Two Opinions: or the
Question of the Hour. 389 pages; cloth,

postpaid, 75 cents.
By Miss E.E. Flagg, author of " Little People,"

" A Sunny Life," etc., etc. Everyone who loves
to read a good story, chaste and elegant in ex-
pression, pure in thought, interesting in narrative,
should read this book upon the powei of secret
societies in rwlitics. ar d the remedy.
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IVCASONIC CHART.
ILLUSTRATING THE RELATION OF SOME OF THE DEGREES AND RITES IN

FREEMASONRY TO EACH OTHER.
The accompanying chart represents one hundred and forty two degrees.

I. The American Rite of 13 degrees; 2. The Scotch Rite of 33 degrees;

3. The Egyptian Rite of 96 degrees. 4. The Mystic Shrine of one degree.

5. The Eastern Star of 5 degrees for Master Masons and for women. These are side degrees, and not

genuine masonry.

The Symbolic degrees, or Blue Lodge of three degrees, are common to every Masonic rite, whether
American, Scotch, or Egyptian, or whichever of the Masonic rites, named in Mackey's Masonic Encyclo-
pedia one may choose to investigate. • "^

This chart shows in the Blue Lodge the position of the Worshipful Master and some of the other offi-

cers of the lodge. -Several positions of the candidate who is being initiated are also shown. In the Master
Mason's degree is recognued the murder, buriax ttnC resurrection scene so full of religious signifi^ 'nee to

Freemasons.
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Future comfort for present

seemingf economy, but buy the

sewingf machine with an estab-

lished reputation, that guar-

antees you longf and satisfac-

tory servicco ^^ J* ^ J> J'

ITS PINCH TENSION
. . AND . .

TENSION INDICATOR,
(devices for regfulating" and
showingf the exact tension) are

a few of the features that
emphasize the higfh grade
character of the White.

Send for our elegant H. T«
catalog.

White Sewing Machine Co.,
CLEVELAND, 0.

Testimonies, With Portraits.

This booklet of thirty pages contains the

statements of prominent Congregational min-
isters and Associations on the secret lodge
system. Postpaid 5 cents each.

Facts and Photographs.
In this brief booklet are collected the opin-

ions on secret societies of some fifty men de-

vout in piety, profound in scholarship, and
eminent in statecraft, also the testimonies of

seceders from the lodge, as well as extracts

from standard Masonic writers.

Postpaid 5 cents each.

Folly, Expense and Danger
OF

Secret Societies.
By CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, President

of Wheaton College.

They may be rudely classified as religious;

e. g., the Jesuits, Freemasonry, Oddfellow-

ship, the Knights of Pythias, etc.: political, as

the Know-nothings, Knights of the Golden
Circle, the Order of American Deputies, the

Kuklux-Klan, the White League, etc.: indus-

trial; as the unions of carpenters, bricklayers,

conductors, engineers, etc.: insurance; as the

Royal Arcanum, the Modern .Woodmen, the

Order of the Iron Hall, the Ancient Order of

United Mechanics, etc.: and the social; as the

college fraternities. Postpaid 5 cents each.

American Hand Book and
Citizens' Manual.

By M. N. BUTLER.
This is a book of 200 pages, 7% by 5 inches,

and is sent postpaid for 25 cents. There are

chapters on "Bible and Secretism," "Lodge
and Saloon," "All-round Reformers," etc.,

etc. 25 cents each.

COLLEGE SECRET SOCIETIES.
Their custom, character, and efforts for their

suppression. By H. L. Kellogg. Containing
the opinion of many college presiderrts, and
others, and a full acount of the murder of Mor-
timer Leggett. 25 cents each.
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Secrecy and Citizenship.
Secrecy and Citizenship consists of three essays which received the re-

spective prizes of $300, $75 and $25.

The successful competitors were I. J. Lansing, D. D.; Benjamin F. True-

blood, LL. D., and Rev. D. W. Sleeth.

Rev. F. W. Farr, the widely known superintendent of Rev. A. B. Simp-
son's work, the Christian Alliance, was asked to open the discussion on the 'Trize

Essays," at the Philadelphia Convention (November, 1897), and he then dis-

cussed at length some of the salient points in each essay:

In the essay of Dr. Lansing, the independent power of the lodge as a

menace to the State was particularly dwelt upon.

In the essay of Dr. Trueblood, the paralysis of moral vision resulting from
lodge associations was clearly set forth. And in the essay of Dr. Sleeth, the dis-

tinctions between secrecy and privacy were explained.

The unanimous verdict of those participating in the discussion was that

the Prize Essays were worthy of wide circulation and careful perusal. It is an
attractive as well as a valuable volume of 137 pages, 5x7^ inches, cloth, sent post-

paid for 50 cents.

With your own renewal and one new subscription both papers one year
and the book for only $2.00-

Just the Thing for a Boy.^m
NEW YORK WATCH NO. BIS.

-MADE BY THE—

ANSONIA CLOCK CO.
Cut is full size of Watch. Nickel finish, stem

wind and stem set. Good timekeeper. A good

watch for the money. A real watch at the price

of a toy.

No.

it will be

FREE

Sent Postpaid at Purcliaser's Risk . . . $2i0.

The above watch will surprise you. Of course

you will not expect as fine a watch as a ten or

twenty dollar Elgin or Waltham, but you will

get a real live timekeeper at a very low price.

This watch will be sent FREE to anyone

sending us a list of Five subscribers for THE

B18. New York Watch. CHRISTIAN CYNOSURE MAGAZINE at $1.00 each. Or

sent for $2.50 and a copy of THE CHRISTIAN CYNOSURE MAGAZINE sent with

for one year. Address Christian Cynosufe, Chicago, 111.
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WHEATON COLLEGE
Wheaton, Illinois.

CLASSICAL, SQENTIFIQ AND LITERARY COURSES

PREPARATORY SCHOOL— Fits for any College

ART SCHOOL—Celebrated for preparing teachers

CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC

BUSINESS COLLEGE

TERMS BEGIN Sept. 2 J, *97, Jan. 4, ^98, April 5, *98, and July 4, ^98.

Send for Catalogue.

e^* ^* e^^ ^^^ t^^ «^^

CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, Pres.
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Washington a Seceding Mason.

m
mi

Report to Legislature of Pennsylvania.

iil

Governor Ritner, in response to a communication from the 'Legisla-

ture of Pennsylvania, prepared a vindication of General Washington,

from the stigma of adherence to secret societies, in which he proves

from authentic documents:

1. That in 1768 Washington had ceased regular attendance on" the

lodge.

2. That in 1798, shortly before his death, his opinions were the same

as thirty years before, when thirty-six years old.

3. I'hat he was never "Grand Master" or "Master" of any particu-

lar lodge.

4. That in 1781, as appears by the record of King David's lodge,

Newport, Rhode Island, it was not agreeable to Washington to be ad-

dressed even as a private Mason.

5. That all letters said to be written by Washington to lodges are

spurijjs.


