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LSO N S

Of the Dericacy of TASTE
and PAssioN,

HERE is a certain D licacy of Paffion, to
which fome People are fubje®, that makes
them extremely {enfil

le to all the Accidents
of Life; and gives them a lively Joy upon every
profperous Event, aswell as a piercing Grief, when
they meet with Croffes and Adverfity. Favours and
Good Offices eafily engage their Friendfhip ; while
the {malleft Injury provokes their Refentment. Any
Honour or Mark of Diftinétion elevates them above
Meafure ; but they are as fenfibly touch’d with Con-
tempt. People of this Charaéter have, no doubt,
much more li\'cly Enjoyments, as well as more pun-
gent Sorrows, than Men of more cool and fedate
‘Tempers: But, I believe, when every thing is ba-
lanc’d, there is no one, that would not rather chufe
to be of the latter Charaéter, were he entirely Mafter
of his own Difpofition. Good or ill Fortune is very
little at our own Difpofal : And when a Perfon, that
has this Senfibility of Temper, meets with any Misfor-
tune, his Sorrow or Refentment takes intire Poffef-
fion of him, and deprives him of all Relifh in the

A Common




2 S StAVY. I,
common Occurrences of Life; the right Enjoyment
of. which forms the greateft Part of our Happinefs.
Great Pleafures are much lefs frequent than great
Pains; fo that a fenfible Temper muft meet with
fewer Trials in the former Way than in the latter.
Not to mention, that Men of fuch lively Paflions
are apt to be tranfported beyond all Bounds of Pru-
denice and Difcretion, and to take falfe Stepsin the
Condutt of Life, which are often irretrievable.

Tuere isa Delicacy of Tafle obfervable in fome
Men, which very much refembles this Delicacy of
Paffion, and produces the fame Senfibility to Beauty
and Deformity of every Kind, as that does to Prof-
perity and Adverfity, Obligations and Injuries.
When you prefent 2 Poem or a Picture to a Man
poflefs'd of this Talent, the Delicacy of his Feeling,
or Sentiments, makes him be touched very fenfibly
by every Part of it; nor are the mafterly Strokes
perceived with a more exquifite Relifh and Satis-
faftion, than the Negligences or Abfurdities with
Difguft and Uneafinefs. A polite and judicious
anverfation affords him the higheft Entertainment ;
Rudenefs or Impertinence is as great a Punifhment
to him. In fhert, Delicacy of Tafte has the fame
Effe@ as Delicacy of Paflion : It enlarges the Sphere
both of our Happinefs and Mifery, and makes us
fenfible of Pains, as well as Pleafures, that efcape
the reft of Mankind,

I BEL1EVE, however, there is no one, wWho will
not agree with me, that notwithftanding this Re-
femblance,
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femblance, aDelicacy of Tafte is as much to be de-
fird and cultivated as a Delicacy of Paflion is to be
lamented, and to be remedied, if poffible. The good
or ill Accidents of Life are very little at our Dif-
pofal ; but we are pretty much Mafters what Books
we fhall read, what Diverfions we fhall partake of,
and what Company we fhall keep. The ancient Phi-
lofophers endeavour'd to_ render Happinefs entirely
independent of every Thing external. That is im-
poflible to be artain’d : But every wife Man will en-
deavour to place his Happinefs on fuch Objeéts as
depend moft upon humfelf : And #bat is not to he af-
tain’d fo much by any other Means as by this Delj-
cacy of Sentiment. When a Man is poflefs'd of that
Talent, he is more happy by what pleafes his Tafte,
than by what gratifies his Appetites, and receives
more Enjoyment from a Poem or a Piece of Reafon-
ing than the moft expenfive Luxury can afford,

How far the Delicacy of Tafte, and that of Pal-
fion, are connected together in the original Frame of
the Mind, it is hard to determine. 'To me there ap-
bears to be a very confiderable Connexion betwikt
them.  For we may obferve that Women, who have
more delicate Paflions than Men, have alfo a more
delicate Tafte of the Ornaments-of Life, of Drefs,
Equipage, and the ordinary Decencies of Behaviour.,
Any Excellency in thefe hits their Tafte much fooner
than ours ; and when you pleafe their Tafte, you
{con engage their Affections,

Az Bur




4 ESSAY I

B vt whatever Connexion there may be originally
betwixt thefe Difpofitions, I am perfuaded, that
nothing is {o proper to cure us of this Delicacy of
Paflion, as the cultivating of that higher and more
refined Tafte, which enables us to judge of the Cha-
ratters of Men, of Compofitions of Genius, and of
the Produtions of the nobler Arts. A greater or lefs
Relifh of thofe obvious Beanties that ftrike the Senfes,
depends entirely upon the "greater or lefs Senfibi-
lity of the Temper: But, with Regard to the Liberal
Arts and the Sciences, 2 fine Taite is really nothing
but ftrong Senfe, or atleaft depends fo much upon
it, that they are infeparable. To judge aright of a
Compofition of Genius, there are fo many Views
to be taken in, fo many Circumftances to be com-
pared, and fuch a Knowledge of human Nature re-
quifite, that no Man, who is not poffefs’d of the
foundeft Judgment, will ever make a tolerable Critic
in fuch Performances. And this is a new Reafon for
cultivating a Relifh in the Liberal Arts. Our Judg-
ment will ftrengthen by this Exercife: We fhall form
truer Notions of Life : Many Things, which rejoice
or affli¢t others, will appear to us too frivolous to
engage our Attention : And we fhall lofe by Degrees
that Senfibility and Delicacy of Paffion, which is fo
incommodious.

BuT perhaps 1 have gone too far in faying,
That a cultivated Tafte for the polite Arts extinguifhes
the paffions, and renders us indifferent to thofe Ob-
Jects which are fo fondly purfued by the reft of Man-
kind.  When I refle a little more, I find, that it
rather
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rather improves our Senfibility for all the tender and
agreeable Paffions ; at the fame Time that 1t renders
the Mind incapable of the rougher and more boi-
{terous Emotions.

Ingenuas didiciffe fide liter artes,
Emollit mores, nec ﬁm"r &ffe feros.

For this, I think there may be aflign'd two very
natural Reafons. In the fir/? Place, nothing is o
improving to the Temper as the Study of the Beau-
ties, either of Poetry, Eloquence, Mulfick, or Paint-
ing. They give a certain Elegance of Sentiments
which the reft of Mankind are entire Strangers to.
The Emotions they excite are foft and tender. They
draw the Mind off from the Hurry of Bufinefs and
Intereft ; cherifh RefleGion ; difpofe to Tranquillity ;
and produce an agreeable Melancholy, which, of all
Difpofitions of the Mind, 1is the beft fuited to Love
and Friendfhip.

I~ the fecond Place, a Delicacy of Tafte is favou-
rable to Love and Friendfhip, by confining our
Choice to few People, and making us indifferent to
the Company and Converfation of the greateft Part of
Men. You will very {eldom find, that mere Men of
the World, whatever ftrong Senfe they may be en-
dowed with, are very nice in diftinguithing of Cha-
raéters, or in marking thofe infenfible Differences and
Gradations which make one Man preferable to ano-
ther, Any one, that has competent Senfe, is fuffi-
cient for their Entertainment : They talk to him, of
their Pleafure and Affairs, with the fame Franknefs as

A they
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they would to any other : And finding many, that aré
£t to fupply his Place, they never feel any Vacancy
or Want in his Abfence. But to make Ufe of the
Allufion of a famous * French Author, the Judgment
may be compared to a Clock or Watch, where the
moft ordinary Machine is {ufficient to tell the Hours ;
but the moft elaborate and artificial can only point
out the Minutes and Seconds, and diftinguifh the
{malleft Differences of Time. One that has well di-
gefled his Knowledge both of Books and Men, has
littte Enjoyment but in‘the Company of a few felett
Companiens. Te feels too fenfibly, how much all
the réft- of Mankind fall'fhort of the Notions he has
entértained.  And, -his Afle@ions being thus con-
fined in a narrow Circle, no Wonder he carries them
further than if they were more general and undi-
ftinguifhed. “The Gaiety and Frolick of a Bottle-
Companion improves with him into a folid Friend-
fhip : And the Ardours of a youthful Appetite be-
ccme an elegant Paflion,

* Monf, Fontenelle, Plralitd des Minder, - Seir 6,
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Of the LisERTY of the PRESs,

: HERE is nothing more apt to furprife a” Fo-

reigner, than the extreme ILiberty ‘we enjoy
in this Country, of communicating whatever we
pleafe to the Publick, and of openly cenfuring every
Meafure which s enter’d- into by the King or his Mi-
nifters.  If the Adminiftration refolve upon War, ’tis
affirm’d, that either wilfully or ignorantly they miftake
the Intereft of the Nation, ‘and that Peace, in ‘the pre-
fent Sitaation of Affairs, is infinitely preferable. If
the Paflion of the Minifters be for Pedce, our Politi-
cal Writers breathe nothing but War ‘and Devifta-
tion, and reprefent the pacifick Conduct of the Go-
vernment as mean and pufillanimous. ~As this Li-
berty is not indulg’d in any other Government, either
Republican or Monarchical ;  in Ho/fand “and Venice,
no more than in France or Spain ; it may very na-
turally give Occafion to thefe two Queftions, How i¢
bappens that Great Britain enfoys fuch a peculiar Privi-
lege 2 and, Whether the unlimited Exercife of this Li-

f)w‘[y be advantageous or prejudicial to the Publick ?

As to the firft Queftion, Why the Laws indulge
us in fuch an extraordinary Liberty ? I believe the
A4 Reafon
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Reafon may be deriv’d from our mix'd Form of Go
vernment, which is neither wholly Monarchical, nor
wholly Republican. ’Twill be found, if I miftake
not, to be a true Obfervation in Politicks, That the

two Extremes in Government, of Liberty and Sla-

very, approach neareft to each other ; and, that a
you depart from the Extremes, andix a little of
Monarchy with Liberty, the Government becomes al
ways the more free ; and, on the other Hand, when
youmix a little of Liberty with Monarchy, the Yoke
becomes always the more gricvous and intolerable.
[ {hall endeavour to explain myfelf. Ina Govern-
ment, fuch as that of France, which is entirely abfo-
lute, and where Laws, Cuftom, and Religion, all
concur to make the People fully fatisfied with their
Condition, the Monarch cannot entertain the leaft
Fealoufy againt his Subjeéts, and therefore is apt to
mdulge them in great Liberties both of Speech and
Aftion. In a Government altogether Republican,
fuch as that of Holland, where there is no Magiftrate
fo eminent as to give Feal: «/» to the State, there
1 alfo no Dzmgrrmuu.uhn}btnc Magiftrates with very
large difcretionary Powers ; and tho’ many Advantages
refult from fuch Powers, in the Prefervation of Peace
and Order ; yet they lay a confiderable Reltraint on
Mens Ations, and make e ery private Subjedt pay
a great Refpeét to the Government. 'Thus it is
evident, that the two Extremes, of abfolute Monar-
chy and of a Republic, approach very near to each
other in the moft material Circumftances. In the
JSrft, the Magiftrate has no Jealoufy of the People:
In thc_,";'roa'(f, the PQOPIC have no Jealoufy of the Ma-
giftrate :




LiseErTY of the PrESs. g
giftrate : Which want of Jealoufy begets a mutual
Confidence and Truft in both Cafes, and produ.ces a
Species of Liberty in Monarchies, and of arbitrary

Power in Republics.

T o juftify the other Part of the foregoing Obfer-
vation, that in every Government the Means are
moft wide of each other, and that the Mixtures of
Monarchy and Liberty render the Yoke either more
ealy or more grievous ; I muft take Notice of a Re-
mark of Tacitus with Regard to the Romans under
their Emperors, that they neither could bear total
Slavery nor total Liberty, Nec totam fervitutem, nec
totam libertatem pati poffunt. This Remark a famous
Poet has tranflated and applied to tHe Engli/s, in his
admirable Defcription of Queen E/izabeth’s Policy and.

Government.

Et fit aimer fon joug a I Anglois indompte,
Rui ne peut ni ferair, ni vivre en Liberte.
Hexriapg, Liw. 1.

Accorping to thefec Remarks, we are to confider
the Roman Government under the Emperors as a
Mixture of Defpotifm and Liberty, where the Def-
potifm prevailed ; and the Eug/i/h Government as a
Mixture of the fame Kind, but where the Liberty
predominates. The Confequences are exaltly con-
formable to the foregoing Obfervation ; and fuch as
may be expe@ted from thofe mixed Forms of Go-
vernment, which beget a mutual Watchfulnels and
Jealoufy. = The Roman Emperors were, many of

Asg them,.
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them, the moft frightful Tyrants that ever difgraced
Humanity ; and ’tis evident their Cruelty was chiefly
excited by their Fealufy, and by their obferving,
that all the great Men of Romebore with Impatience
the Dominion of a Family, which, but alittle before,
was no ways fuperior to their own. On the other
Hand, as the Republican Part of the Government
prevails in England, tho’ with a great Mixture of
Monarchy, ’tis obliged, for its own Prefervation, to
maintain a watchful Fealoufy over the Magiftrates, to
remove all difcretionary Powers, and to fecure every
one’s Life and Fortune by general and inflexible
Laws. No A&ion muft be deemed a Crime but what
the Law has plainly determined to be fuch : No Crime
muft be imputed to 2 Man but from a legal Proof
before his Judges : “And even thefe Judges muft be
his Fellow-Subjects, who are obliged, by their own
Intereft, to have a watchful Eye over the Encroach-
ments and Violence of the Minifters. From thefe
Caufes it proceeds, that there is as much Liberty,
and even, perhaps, Licentioufnefs in Britain, as
there were formerly Slavery and Tyranny in Rome.

THESE Principles account for the great Liberty of
the Prefs in thefe Kingdoms, beyond what is in-
dulg'd in any other Government. "Tis fufficiently
known, that defpotic Power would fleal in upon us,
were we not extreme watchful to prevent its Progrefs,
and were there not an eafy Method of conveying the
Alarum from one End of the Kingdom to the other.
The Spirit of the People muft frequently be rouz'd
to curb the Ambition of the Court ; and the Dread

of
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of rouzing this Spirit, muft be employ'd to prevent
that Ambition. Nothing is fo effectual to this Pur-
pofe as the Liberty of the Prefs, by which all the
Learning, Wit, and Genius of the Nation may be
employ'd on the Side of Liberty, and every one be
animated to its Defence. Aslong, therefore, asthe
Republican Part of our Government can maintain it-
felf againft the Monarchical, it muft be extreme
jealous of the Liberty of the Prefs, as of the utmoit

Importance to its Prefervation.

Sincg therefore the Liberty of the Prefs is fo
effential to the Support of our mix'd Government ;
this fufficiently decides the fecond Queftion, Whether
this Liberty be advantageous or prejudicial 5 there be-
ing nothing of greater Importance in every State
than the Prefervation of the ancient Government,
efpecially if it be a free one. But I would fain go
a Step farther, and affert, that fuch a Liberty is at-
tended with fo few inconveniencies, that it may be
claim’d as the common Right of Mankind, and
ought to be indulg'd them almoft in every Govern-
ment ; except the Eeclefiaftical, to which indeed it
would be fatal. We need not dread from this Li-
berty any fuch ill Confequences as follow'd from the
Harangues of the popular Demagogues of Athens
and Tribunes of Rome. A Man reads a Book or Pam-
phlet alone and cooly. There is none prefent from
whom he can catch the Paflion by Contagion. He
is not hurry’d away by the Force and Energy of Ac-
tion. And fhould he be wrought up to never fo fe-
ditious a Humour, there is no violent Refolution pre-

A6 fented
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fented t6 him, by which he can immediately vent his
Pafion. The Liberty of the Prefs, therefore, how-
ever abus’d, can fcarce ever excite popular Tumults
or Rebellion. And as to thofe Murmurs or fecret
Difcontents it may occafion, ‘tis better they fhould
get Vent in Words, that they may come to the
Knowledge of the Magiftrate before it be too late,
in order to his providing a Remedy againft them.
Mankind, ’tis true, have always a greater Propenfion
to believe what is {aid to the Difadvantage of their
Governors, than the contrary ; but this Inclination
1s infeparable from them, whether they have Liberty
ornot. A Whifper may fly as quick, and be as per-
nicious as a Pamphlet.  Nay, it will be more per-
nicious, where Men are not accuftom’d to think freely,
or diftinguifh betwixt Truth and Falfhood.

It has alfo been found, as the Experience of Man-
Lind increafes, that the Pegple are no fuch dangerou:
Monfter as they have been reprefented, and that 't
in every Refpect better to guide them, like rational
Creatures, than to lead or drive them, like brute
Beafts, Before the united Provinces fet the Exam-
ple, Toleration was deem’d incompatible with good
Government ; and ’twas thought impoflible, that a
Number of religious Sects could live together in
Harmony and Peace, and have all of them an equal
Affeltion to their common Country, and to each
other. England has fet a like Example of civil Li-
berty ; and tho’ this Liberty feems to occafion fome
{mall Ferment at prefent, it has not as yet produced
any pernicious Effefts ; and it is to be hoped, that

Men,
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Men, being every Day more accuftomed to the free
Difcuffion of public Affairs, will improve in their
Judgment of them, and be with greater Difficulty
feduced by every idle Rumour and popular Clamour,

"T'1s avery comfortable RefleGion to the Lovers
of Liberty, that this peculiar Privilege of Britaix is
of a Kind that cannot eafily be wrefted from us, but
muft laft as long as our Government remains, in any
Degree, free and independent. ’Tis feldom, that Li-
berty of any Kind is loft all at once. Slavery has o
frightful an Afpett to Men accuftomed to Freedom,
that it muft fteal in upon them by Degrees, and muift
difguife itfelf in a thoufand Shapes, in order to be
received. But, if the Liberty of the Prefs ever be
loff, it muft be loft at once. The general Laws
againft Sedition and Libelling are at prefent as ftrong
as they poffibly can be made. Nothing can impofe a
farther Reftraint, but either the clapping an Impri-
MATUR upon the Prefs, or the giving very large dif-
cretionary Powers to the Court to punifh whatever
difpleafes them. But thefe Conceflions would be fuch
a bare-fac’d Violation of Liberty, that they will pro-
bably be the laft Efforts of a defpotic Government.
We may conclude, that the Liberty of Britaix is gone
for ever when thefe Attempts fhall fucceed.

ESSAY
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Of IMPUDENCE and MODESTY.

I AM of Opinion, That the Complaints againft
Providence have been often ill-grounded, and
that the good or bad Qualities of Men are the Caufes
of their good or bad Fortune, more than what is
guurqlly rmagmcd There are, no Doubt, Inftances
to the contrary, and pretty numerous ones too ; but
few, in Comparifon of the Inftances we have of
right Diftribution of Profperity and Adverfity : I\or
indeed could it be otherwife from the common Courfe
of human Affairs. To be endowed with a benevolent
Difpofition, and to love others, will almoft infalli-
bly procure Love and Efteem; which is the chief
Circumftance in Life, and facilitates every Enterprize
and Undertaking ; befides the Satisfaé Gion, which im-
mcuatc}} refults from 3t The Cafe is much the
fame with the other Virtues. Proi’pcnw is naturally,
tho' not neceflarily attached to Virtue and Merit ; and
Adverfity, inlike Manner, to Vice and Folly.

I musT, however, confefs, that this Rule admits
of an Exception, with Regard to one moral Qua-

lity 5 and-that Aod/ty has a natural T endency to con-
ceal
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ceal 2 Man's ‘Talents, as Impudence difplays them to
the utmoft, and has been the only Caufe why many
haverifen in the World, under all the Difadvantages
of low Birth and little Merit.  Such Indolence and
Tncapacity is there in the Generality of Mankind,
that they are apt to receive a Man for whatever he
has a Mind to put himfelf oft for ; and admit his
over-bearing Airs as Proofs of that Merit which
he aflumes to himfelf. A decent Aflurance feems to
be the natural Attendant of Virtue ; and few Men
can diftinguifh Impudence from it : As, on the other
Hand, Diffidence, being the natural Refult of Vice
and Folly, has drawn Difgrace upon Modelty, which
in outward Appearance {o nearly refembles 1t.

As Impudence, tho’ really a Vice, has the fame
Effets upon a Man’s Fortune, as if it were a Vir-
tue ; fo we may obferve, that it is almoft as difficult
to be attain’d, and is, in that Refpe&, diftinguith'd
from all the other Vices, which are acquired with lit-
tle Pains, and continually encreafe upon Indulgence,
Many a Man, being fenfible that Modefty is extreme-
ly prejudicial to him in the making his Fortune, has
refolved to be impudent, and to put ‘a bold Face
upon the Matter : But, ‘tis obfervable, that fuch
People have feldom fucceeded in the Attempt, but
have been obliged to relapfe into their primitive Mo-
defty. Nothing carries a Man thro’ the World like
atrue genuine natural Impudence. Its Counterieit
is good for nothing, nor can ever fupport itfelf. In
any other Attempt, whatever Faults a Man commits
and s fenfible 6f, heis fo much the nearer his End.

But
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But when he endeavours at Impudence, if he ever
faill'd in the Attempt, the Remembrance of that Fai-
lure will make him blufh, and will infallibly difcon-
cert him : After which every Bluth is a Caufe for
new Blufhes, 'till he be found outto be an arrant
Cheat, and a vain Pretender to Impudence.

Ir any thing can give a modeft Man more Af-
furance, it muft be fome Advantages of Fortune,
which Chance procures to him. Riches naturally
gaina Man a favourable Reception in the World,
and give Merit a double Luftre, when a Perfon is
endowed with it ; and fupply its Place, in a great
Meafure, when it is abfent. Tis wonderful to ob-
ferve what Airs of Superiority Fools and Knaves,
with large Pofleffions, give themfelves above Men of
the greateft Merit in Poverty. Nor do the Men of
Merit make any {trong Oppofition to thefe Ufurpa-
tions ; or rather feem to favour them by the Mo.
defty of their Behaviour. Their good Senfe and Ex-
perience make them diffident of their Judgment, and
caufe them to examine every thing with the greateft
Accuracy : As, onthe other Hand, the Delicacy of
their Sentiments makes them timorous left they com
mit Faults, and lofe in the Praftice of the World that
Integrity of Virtue, fo to {peak, of which they are
{fo jealous. To make Wifdom agree with Confi-
dence, is as difficult as to reconcile Vice and Mo-
defty.

THEse are the Refleftions that have occurr'd t0
me upon this Subje& of Impudence and Modeity :

o
ana
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and I hope the Reader will not be difpleafed to fee
them wrought into the following Allegory.

JurprTer, in the Beginning, joined VirTUE,
Wispewmand ConNripexcE together ; and Vick,
Forry, and Dirripence: And in that Socie-
ty fet them upon the Earth. But though he thought
he had matched them with great Judgment, and faid
that Confidence was the natural (.'DmF:Uﬂo:l of Virtue,
and that Vice deferved to be attended with Diffidence,
they had net gone far before Diflenfion arofe among
them.  Hifdom, who was the Guide of the one
Company, was always accuftomed, before fhe ven-
tured upon any Road, however beaten, to examine
it carefully ; to enquire whither it led ; what Dan-
gers, Difficulties and Hindrances might pofiibly or
probably occur init. Inthefe Deliberations fhe ufu-
ally confum'd fome Time ; which Delay was very
difpleafing to Confidence, who was always inclin'd to
hurry on, without much Forethought or Deliberation,
in the firft Road he met. #i/dom and Virtue were
infeparable : But Confidence one Day, following his
impetuous Nature, advanc'd a confiderable Way be-
fore his Guides and Companions ; and not feeling
any Want of their Company, he never enquir'd after
them, nor ever met with them more. In like Man-
ner the Society, tho' join'd by Fupiter, difagreed and
feparated. As Folly faw very little Way before her,
fhe had nothing to determine concerning the Good-
nefs of Roads, nor could give the Preference to one
above another ; and this Want of Refolution was en-
creas'd by Difidence, who, with her Doubts and Scru-

ples,
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ples, always retarded the Journey. This was a great
Annoyance to FVice, who lov'd not to hear of Difi-
culties and Delays, and was never fatisfy'd without
his full Career, in whatever his Inclinations led him
to. Folly, he knew, tho” fhe hearken'd to Diffidinc

would be eafily manag’d when alone ; "and ‘therefore,

as avicious Horfe throws his Rider, he openly beat
away this Controller of all his Pleafures, and pro-
ceeded in his Journey with Fo/ly, from whom he is
infeparable.  Confidence and Diffdence being, after

this Manner, both ‘thrown loofe from their refpec-

tive Companies, wander'd for fome Time ; till“at laft
Chance had led them at the fame Time to one Vil-
lage. Confiderce went direétly up to the great Houfe,
which belong’d to WearTs, the Lord of the Vil-
lage ; and ‘without ftaying for a Porter, ~intruded
himfelf immediately into the innermoft Apartments,
where he found Pice and Folly well receiv'd before
him. He join'd the Train ; recommended himfelf
very quickly to his Landlord ; and enter'd into fuch
Famiﬁ:uity with Pice, that he was enlifted in the {ame
Company with Fo/ly. 'They were frequent Guefts of
Wealth, and from that Moment infeparable. Diffi-
dence, in the mean Time, not daring to approach
the Great Houfe, accepted of an Invitation from
PoverTy, one of the Tenants ; and entering the
Cottage, found Wifdom and Virtue, who being re-
puls'd by the Landlord, had retir'd thither.  Virtue
took Compaflion of her, and Wifdom found, from
Lier Temper, that fhe would eafily improve : So they
admitted her into their Society.  Accordingly, by
their Means, fhe alter'd in a little ‘Time fomewhat
of
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of her Manner, and becoming much more amiable
and engaging, was now called by the Name .of
Mopgsty. As ill Company has a greater Effe®
than good, Confidince, tho' more refrattory to Coun-
fel and Example, degenerated fo far by the Society of
Vice and Folly, as to pafs by the Name of Im»u-
pENce. Mankind, who faw thefe Societies as
Fupiter firft join'd them, and know nothing of thefe
mutual Defertions, are led into firange Miftakes by
thofe Means ; and wherever they fee fmpudence, make
account of Virtue and #ifdom, and wherever they ob-
ferve Modefly, call her Attendants Fice and Fo/ly.
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That PoriTicCs may be reduc’d to a
SCIENCE.

T is a great Queftion with {everal, Whether there

be any eflential Difference betwixt one Form of
Government and another ? and, Whether every Form
may not become good or bad, according as it is
well or ill adminiftred *? Were it once admitted,
that all Governments are alike, and that the only
Difference confifts in the Charaer and Conduét of the
Governors, moft political Difputes would be at an
End, and all Zea/ for one Conftitution above another
muft be efteem’d mere Bigotry and Folly. - But tho’
I be a Friend to Moderation, 1 cannot forbear
condemning this Sentiment, and fbould be forry
to think, that human Affairs admit of no greater Sta-
bility, than what they receive from the cafual Hu-
mours and Charatters of particular Men.

"Tis true, thofe who maintain, that the Goodnefs
of all Government confifts in the Goodnefs of the

* For Forms of Government let Fusls contef :
Weate'er is beft adminifler'd is beft.
Essay on M a x, Book 3.

Admini-
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Adminiftration, may cite many particalar Inftances in
Hiftory where the very fame Government, in different
Hands, varies fuddenly into the two oppofite Ex-
tremes of good and bad.  Compare the French Go-
vernment under Henry III. and under Henry IV.
Oppreflion, Levity, Artifice on the Part of the Ru
lers ; Facttion, Sedition, Treachery, Rebellion, Dif-
loyalty on the Part of the Subjets : Thefe compofe
the Charalter of the former miferable /Era. But
when the Patriot and heroic Prince, who fucceeded,
was once firmly feated on the Throne, the Govern-
ment, the People, every thing feem’d to be totally
chang’d, and all from the Difference of the Temper
and Sentiments of thefe two Sovereigns. An equal
Difterence of a contrary Kind, may be found in com-
paring the Reigns of Elizabeth and Fames, at leaft
with Regard to foreign Affairs ; and Inftances of

this Kind may be multiply’d, almoft without Num-

ber, from antient as well as modern Hiftory.

But here I would beg Leave to make a Diftinétion.
All abfolute Governments (and fuch the Englifp Go-
vernment was, in a great Meafure, till the Middle of
the laft Century, notwithftanding of the numerous
Panegyrics on the antient Engli/ Liberty) muft very
much depend on the Admuniftration ; and this is
one of the great Inconveniences of that Form of
Government.  But a Republican and free Govern-
ment would be a moft glaring Abfurdity, if the par-
ticular Checks and Controuls, provided by the Con-
ftitation, had really no Influence, and made it not
the Intereft, even of bad Men, to operate for the

public
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public Good.  Such is the Intention of thefe Forms
of Government, and fuch is their real Effe¢t, where
they are wifely conftituted : As, on the other Hand,
they are the Sources of all Diforder, and of the
blackeft Crimes, where either Skill or Honefty has
been wanting in their original Frame and Inftitution,

So great is the Force of Laws, and of par:icuku'
Forms of Government, and fo little Dependence have
they on the Humours and Temper of Men, that Con-
fequences almoft as general and certain may be de-
duced from them, on moft Occafions, as any which
the Mathematical Sciences afford us,

T un e Romen Government gave the whole Legifla-
tive Power to the Commons, without allowing a Ne-

rative either to the Nobility, or Confuls. This un-

bounded Power the Commons poflefled in 2 collec-
tive Body, not'in a Reprefentative. The Confe-
(Juences Wwere : When the l):'OFlc, l)",' Succels and
Cengueft, had becomevery numerous, and had fpread
themfelves to a great Diftance from the Capital, the
City-Tribes, tho' the moft contemptible, carried al-
moft every Vote: They were, therefore, moft ca-
jolI'd by every one who affected ]’oI/vl:.zity : They
were {upported in Idlencefs by the general Diftribu-
tion of Corn, and by particular Bribes, which they
received from almoft every Candidate: By this
Means they became every Day more licentious, and
the Campus Martius was a perpetual Scene of Tumult
and Sedition : Armed Slaves were introduced among
thefe rafcally Citizens ; fo that the whole Govern-

3 ment
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ment fell into Anarchy, and the greateft Happinefs
the Romans could look for, was the defpotic Power
of the Cafars. Such are the Effefts of Democracy
without a Reprefentative.

A Nosrrity may poflefls the Whole, or any
Part of the legiflative, Power of a State, after two
different Ways.  Either every Nobleman fhares the
Power as Part of the whole Body, or the whole Body
enjoys the Power as compofed of Parts, which have
cach a diftin& Powerand Authority. The Feuctian
Kind of Go-
vernment : 'The Po/i/% of the fecond. In the Pene:
tian Government the whole Body of Nobility pof-

Nobility are an Inftance of the firlt

fefles the whole Power, and no Nobleman has any
Authority which he receives not from the Whole. In
the Polifp Government cvery Nobleman, by Means
of his Fiefs, has a peculiar hereditary Autl ority over
his Vaflals, and the whole Body has no Authiority but
what it receives from the Concurrence of irs Parts,
The diftin& Operations and Tendencies of thefe two
Species of Government might be made moft apparent
even a priori. A Penetian I\-n]}f]ir}' is infinitely pre
ferable to a Poli/s, let the Humours and Education
of Men be ever fo much vary'd. A Nobility, who
pofiefs their Power in common, will preferve Peace
and Order, both among themfelves, and their Sub-
je€ts; and no Member can have Authority enough to
controul the Laws for a Moment. They will pre-
ferve their Authority over the People, but without

any grievous Tyranny, or any Breach of private
Property ; becaufe fuch a tyrannical Government is
not
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not the Intereft of the whole Body, however it may
be the Intereft of fome Individuals. There will be 2
DiftinGtion of Rank betwixt the Nobility and Peo-
ple, but this will be the only Diftinétion in the State.
The whole Nobility will form one Body, and the
whole People another, without any of thofe private
Feuds and Animofities, which fpread Ruin and Defo
lation every where. Tis eafy to fee the Difadvantages
of a Polif> Nobility in every one of thefe Particulars.

"T'rs poflible fo to conftitute a free Government,
as that a fingle Perfon, call him Duke, Prince, or
King, fhall poflefs 2 very large Share of the Power,
and fhall form a proper Balance or Counterpoife to the
other Parts of the Legiflature. This chief Magiftrate
may be either eledtive or bereditary ; and tho’ the
former Inftitution may, to a fuperficial View, appear
moft advantageous ; yet a more accurate [nfpection
will difcover in it greater Inconveniencies than in the
latter, amd fuch as are founded on Caufes and Princi-
ples eternal and immutable. The filling of the Throne;
in {uch a Government, is a Point of too great and

>

too general Intereft, not to divide the whole People

eft
of Ills, may be apprehended, almoft with Cert: nty,
upon every Vacancy. The Prince elefted muft be
either a Foreigner or a Natiwe : The former will be
ignorant of the People whom he is to govern ; fufpi-
cious of his new Subjefts, and fufpeéted by them ;
giving his Confidence entirely to Strangers, who will
have no other Thoughts but of enriching themfelves
in the quickeft Manner, while their Mafter’s Favour
1 and

snto Faétions : From whence a Civil War, the great
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and Authority are able to fupport them. A Native
will carry into the Throne all his private Animofities
and I’ric;‘;dﬂ’;ips, and will never be regarded, in his
Elevation, without exciting the Sentiments of Envy
in thofe, who formerly confider'd him as their Equal,
Not to mention, that a Crown is too high a Reward
ever to be given to Merit alone, and will always in-
duce the Candidates to employ Force, or Money, or
Intrigue, to procure the Votes of the Eletors : So
that fuch a Choice will give no better Chance for a
fuperior Merit in the Prince, than if the State had
rufted to Birth alone to determine their Sovcrcign.

[ T may therefore be pronounced as an univerfal
Axiom in Politics, That an bereditary Prince, a Nobi-

lity awithout Vo

and a People voting by their ]\)z]'){—
fentatives, form the befiMoNaRCHY, ARISTOCR ACY
and DEMOCRACY. Lut in order to prove more uﬂ]
that Politics admit of general Truths, which are in-
variable by the Humour or Education either of Sub-
166t or Sovereign, it may not be amifs to obferve fome

ther Principles of this Science, which may {eem to
deferve that Charaéter.

I may eafily be obferv'd, that 1ough free Go-
‘ernments have beer commonly the moft happy for
thofe who partake of their Freedom ; yet they are the
moft ruinous and oppreflive for their Provinces : And
Jlls Obfervation may, I believe, be fixd as a Maxim
the Kind we are here e {fpeaking of. When a Mo-

nai «H extends his Dominions by C Conqueft, he foon
learns to confider his old and his new Subjefts as on
B the
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the fame Footing ; becaufe, in Reality, all his Subjects
are to him the fame, except the few Friends and Fa-
vourites, with whom he is perfonally acquainted. He
does not, therefore, make any Diftinétion betwixt
them in his general Laws ; and, at the fame Time, is
no lefs careful to prevent all particular A&s of Op-
preffion on the one as on the other. But a free State
neceflarily makes a great Diftinétion, and muft always
do fo, till Men learn to love their Neighbours a well
as themfelves. The Conquerors, in fuch a Govern-
ment, are all Legiflators, and will be fure {fo to con-
trive Matters, by Reftrictions of T'rade, and by Taxes,
as to draw fome private, as well as public, Advantage
from their Conquefts. Provincial Governors have
alfo a better Chance in a Republic, to efcape with their
Plunder, by Means of Bribery or Intereft ; and their
Fellow-Citizens, who find their own State to be in-
riched by the Spoils of their Subject-Provinces, will

be the more inclined to tolerate {uch Abufes. INot
to mention, that ’tis a neceflary Precaution in a free
A , - - . LA o o

State to change the Governors frequently ; which

obliges thefe temporary Tyrants to be more expeciti-
te {uffici-

: ; 2
ous and rapacious, that they may accumuli
Tors.

ent Wealth before they give place to their Succel
What cruel Tyrants were the Romans over the World
during the Time of their Commonwealth ! *Tis true,
they had Laws to prevent Opprefiion in their Provin-
cial Magiftrates ; but Cicero informs us, that the Ro-
mans could not better confult the Intereft of the Pro-
vinces than by repealing thefe very Laws.  For, fays
he, in that Cafe our Magiftrates, having entire Impu-

=3 .
nity, would plunder no more than would {aticfy their
O""‘n



PoriTics @« SclENCE, ne

own Rapacioufnefs : Whereas, at prefent, they muft
alfo fatisfy that of their Judges, and of all the great
Men of Rome, whofe Protetion they ftand in need of,
Who can read of the Cruelties and Oppreflions of
Verres without Horror and Aftonithment ? And, who
is not touched with Indignation to hear, that after
Cicero had exhaufted on that abandoned Criminal all
the Thunders of the moft divine Eloquence, and had
prevailed fo far as to get him condemned to the ut-
moft Extent of the Laws ; yet that cruel Tyrant lived
peaceably to old Age, in Opulence and Eafe, and,
thirtyYears afterward, was put into the Profcription by
Merk Anthony, upon account of his exorbitant Wealth,
where he fell, along with Gicero himfelf, and all the
moft virtuous Men of Reme 2 After the Diffolution of
the Commonwealth, the Roman Yoke became eafier
vpon the Provinces, asTqeitus informs us ; and it may
be obferved, that many of the worft Emperors, De-
mitian, for Inftance, were very careful to prevent all
Oppreflion of the Provinces. In * Tiberius’s Time,
Gaul was efteemed richer than Iraly itfelf : Nor do I
kind, during the whole Time of the Roman Monarchy,
that the Empire became lefs rich or populous in any
of its Provinces ; though indeed its Valour and mili-
tary Difcipline were always upon the Decline. If we
pals from ancient to modern Times, we fhall find the
{fame Obfervation to hold true. The Provinces of ab-
folute Monarchies are always better treated than thofe

* Egregium refumendz Kbértati tempus, fi ipfi florentss, quam
inps Italia, quam imbellis urbana plebs, nibil validum in exer-
1 ¥ ’

citibus, niff quad externum cogitarent, T aciT,Ann, Lib, 3

Bz of
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of free States. Compare the Pcis conquis of France

2% E8"S

with Jreland, and you'll be convinc'd of this Truth ;
though this latter Kingdom being, in a good meafure,
peopled from England, poflefles fo many Rights and
Privileges as fhould naturally make it challenge better
Treatment than that of a conquered Province. Cor-

fica is alfo an obvious Inftance to the fame Purpofe.

T HERE is an Obfervation of Mackiawvel, with Re-
gard to the Conquefts of Alexander the Great, which, I
think, may be regarded as one of thofe eternal political
T'ruths which no Time or Accidents can vary. It may
feem ftrange, fays that Politician, that fuch {udden
Conquefts, as thofe of Alexander, fhouw'd be poflefs'd
{o peaceably by his Succeflors, and that the Perfians,
during dll the Confufions and Civil Wars of the
Greeks, never made the fmalleft Efforts towards the
Recovery of their former independent Government.
T'o fatisfy us concerning the Caufe of this remarkable
Event, we may confider, that a Monarch may govern
his Subje&s after two different Ways. He may either
follow the Maxims of the Eaftern Princes, and firetch
his Power {o far as to leave no Diftinétion of Ranks
among his Subjeéts, but what proceeds immediately
from himfelf ; no Advantages of Birth; no heredi-
tary Honours and Poffeffions ; and, in 2 Word, no
Credit among the People, except from his Commif-
fion alone. Or a Monarch may exert his Power ina
milder Manner, like our Enropean Princes ; and leave
other Sources of Honour, befide his Smile and Fa-
vour : Birth, Titles, Pofleflions, Valour, Integrity
Knowledge, or brave and fortunatc Atchievements.

In
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In the former Species of Government, afier a Con-
quet, 'tis impoflible ever to fhake off the Yoke ; fince

no one poflefles, among the People, fo much perfonal
Credit and Authority as to begin fuch an Enterprize

Whereas, in the E;tt‘.'cr Species of Government, the
lealt Misfortune, or Difcord of the Victors, will en-

courage the Vanqufh'dto t

Arms, who have Lea
ders ready to prompt and conduét them in every Un-
dertaking.

SvecH is the Reafon 1"“r of Muchiawel, which{eems

to me very {olid and conclufive; tho'Iwifh he had not
mix'd Falthood with Truth, in afferting, that Mo-
narchies govern’d according to the Eaftern Policy, tho’
more eafily kept when once they are fubdued, yet are
the molt difficult to be fubdued ; fince they cannot
contain any powerful SL!bJ:_-r;a, wi;r;-il.- D
Faftion may facilitate the Enterprizes of an Enemy,
For befides, that fuch a tyrannical Government ener-
vates the Courage of Men, and renders them indif-

ﬂ?rcntconccrning the Fortunes of their Sovereion

befides this, I fay, we find, by E» cperience, thateven

the temporary and delegated Authority of the Gene-
rals and Magiftrates, being always, in fuch Govern-
ments, as abfolute within its anhcre as that of the
Prince himfelf, is able, with Barbarians accultomed
to a blind Submiffion, to produce the moft dangerous
and fatal Revolutions.  So that, in every Refped,

gentle Governinent is preferable, and gives the greatelt
Security to the Sovereign as well as to the Subj

LEcisLaTors, therefore, thould not truft the
future Government of a State entirely to Chance, but
B s ought
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ought to provide a Syltem of Laws to regulate the Ad-

tration of public Affairs to the lateft Pofterity.

Effelts will

correfpond to Caufes ; and wife

s 11 any Commonwealth are the moft va-
luable Legacy which can be left to future Ages.  In
the imalleft Court or Office, the ftated Forms and

s, by which Bufine(s muft be conduéted, are
tound to be a confiderable Check on the natural De-

ity of Mankind. Why thould not the Calc be

irs } Can we afcribe the Stabi-
ity and Wildom of the Penetien Goyvernment, thro’

I

O many ;‘3

y thing but the Form of Govern-

ment ! And is it not ealy to point out thofe Defects in

the original Conftitation, which }:-rmhu_'ll the tumaul-
twous Governments of Artkens and Rome, and ended
at lalt in the Ruin of thefe two famous R(’j'-'-:-l:.it& ?

And fo little Dependance has this Affair on the Hu-

urs and Education of particular Men, that one
Part of the fame Republic may be wifely conduéted,
ly on

znd another weakly, by the very fame Men, mer

account of

~ the Difference of the Forms and Inftitu-
tions, by which thefe Parts are regulated. Hiftorians

inform us, that this was aétually the Cafe with Genza.

vas always full of Sedition, and
Tumult, and Diforder, the Bank of St. George, which

For while the State

had become a confiderable Part of the People, was
conduéted, for feveral Ages, with the utmoft Integrity
and Wifdom ¥,

THE

® Eflempio weramente raro, & da Filefofi intante loro imaginate
& wedure Republiche mai non trovato, wedere dentro ad un medes
Jima cerchis, Jra medefimi cittading, la liberta, @ la ¢ irannide,

la
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1

T ne Ages of greateft public Virtue are not always
moft eminent for private Virtue. Good Laws may
beget Order and Moderation in the Government,
where the Manners and Culloms have inftill'd little
Humanity or Jultice into the Tempers of Men. The
moft illuftrious Period of the Roman Hiftory, confi-
der'd in a political View, is that betwixt the Begin-
ning of the firlt and End of the laft Panic War ; the
due Balance betwixt the Nobility and People being
then fixd by the Contefts of the Tribunes, and not
being yet loft by the Extent of Conquefts. Yet at
this very Time, the horrid Praftice of poifoning was
fo common, that, during one Seafon, a Pretor pu-
nith'd capitally for this Crime above three thoufand
* Perfons, in a Part of Italy.  There is afimilar, or
rather a worfe Initance 4, in the more early Times of
the: Commonwealth,  So deprav'd ia their private
Life were that People, whom in their Hiftories we fo
much admire, 1 doubt not but they werereally mave
virtwous during the Time of the two Triwmvirates
when they were tearing their common Country to
Pieces, and {preading Slaughter and Defolation overthe
Face of the Earth, merely for the Choiceof Tyrants T
la wita civile et la corvotta, la giuflitic @& le lcenza g p.--r-cr'.r.
guello erdine folo mantiene quella citta pieva di coftumi antichi &
wenerabili, E Sepli aueniffe (che col tempo in ogni modo au-
werrd ) que San Giorgro tutta quella zitta ocerpaffe, farvebbe quel.
la una Republica piu que la Venetiana memorabile,

Della Hift, Florenting, Lib, 8,
L6 0 P i 4 cap. 43. + Id. libi 8. cap. 18,
I L' Aigle contre L Aligle, Romains contre Romains
Combattants [eulement pour le choix des Tyrans, CORNEILLE,

B 4 Here,
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tam; withthe utmoft Zear, 1in every free State, thofe
Forms and Inftitutions by w‘zith Liberty is {ecured,
the public Good confulted, and the Avarice or Am-
]

bition of particular Men reftrained and punifhed. No-

thing does more Honour to human Nature, than to
{ee it fufceptible of fonoble a Paffion ; as nothing can
be a greater Indication of Meannefs of Heart in any
Man, than to fee him devoid of it. A Man who
loves only himfelf, without Regard to Friendfhip or
Merit, is a deteftable Monfter ; and a Man, who is

only fufceptible of Friendfhip, without public Spirit,
or a Regard to the Community, is deficient in the
moft material Part of Virtue.

Bur this is a Subjeét that need not be longer in-
fifted on at prefent. 'There are enow of Zealots on
both Sides to kindle up the Paffions of their Partizans,
and under the Pretence of public Good, purfue the
Interefls and E

particular Faétion. For
my Part, I fhall always be more Fond of promoting
Moderation than Zeal ; though perhaps the fureft Way
of prodacing Moderation in every Party, is to increafe
our Zeal for the Public. Let us therefore try, if it
be poflible, from the foregoing Doctrine, to draw a
Lefion of Moderation with regard to the Partiés in
which our Country is at prefent * divided ; at the fame
Time, that we allow not this Moderation to abate the
Induftry and Paflion with which every Individual 1s
bound to purfue the Good of his Country.

# In 1742




PoriTics @ SCIENCE. 3%
T 1 o s ¢ who either attack or defend a Minifter in
fuch a Government as ours, where the utmoft Liberty
is allowed, always carry Matters to Extremes, and ex-
aggerate his Merit or Demerit with regard to the Pub-
lic. His Enemies are fure to charge him with the
greateft Enormities, both in domeftic and foreign Ma-
nagement ; and there is no Meannefs or Crime, of
which, in their Account, he is not capable. Unne-
ceflary Wars, {candalous Treaties, Profufion of pub-
lic Treafure, oppreflive Taxes, every Kind of Male-
adminiftration is afcribed to him. To aggravate the
Charge, his pernicious Condué, it is faid, will ex-
tend its baneful Influence even to Pofterity, by under-
mining the beft Conflitution in the World, and difor-
dering that wife Syftem of Laws, Inftitutions and Cu-
ftoms, by which our Anceftors, for {o many Centu-
ries, have been fo happily governed. He is notonly
a wicked Minifter in himfelf, but has removed every
Security provided againft wicked Minifters for the fu-
ture.

O n the other Hand, the Partizans of the Minifter
make his Panegyric run as high as the Accufation
againft him, and celebrate his wife, fteady, and mo-
derate Condu&t in every Part of his Adminiftration.
The Honour and Intereft of the Nation fupported
abroad, public Credit maintained at home, Perfecu-
tion reftrain’d, Faflion fubdu’d ; the Merit of all
thefe Bleflings is aferib’d folely to the Minifter. At
the fame Time he crowns all his other Merits, by a re-
ligious Care of the beft Conftitution in the World,
yehich he has preferved inviolate in all its Pauts, and

Bg has
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has tran{mitted entire, to be the Happinefs and Secu-
rity of the lateft Pofterity.

When this Accufation and Panegyric are receiv'd
by the Partizans of each Party, no Wonder they en-
gender a moft extraordinary Ferment on both Sides,
and fill the whole Nation with the moft violent Ani-
mofities. But I would fain perfuade thefe Party-Zea-
lots, that there is a flat Contradiftion both in the Ac-
cufation and Panegyric, and that it were impofﬁMc for
either of them to run {o high, were it not for this
Contradi@ion. If our Conftitution be really * that
noble Fabric, the Pride of Britain, the Envy of our
Neighbours, rais'd by the Labour of [o many Centurres
repair'd at the Expence of Jo many Millions, and ‘ce-
mented by fuch a Profufion of Blood ; 1 fay, if our Con-
ftitution does in any Degree deferve thefe Elogiums,
it wou'd never have fuffer’d awicked and 2 weak Mini-
fter to govern triumphantly for a Cotrfe of Twenty
Years, when oppos’d by the greateft Geniufes of the
Nation, who exercis'd the utmoft Liberty of Tongue
and Pen, inParliament, and in their frequent Appeals
to the People.  But, if the Minifter be wicked and
weak, to the Degree fo flrenuoufly infifted on, the
Conftitution muft be faulty in its original Principles,
and he cannot confiftently be charg’d with undermin-
ing the beft Conflitution of the World. A Contfti-
tation is only fo far good, as it provides a Remedy
againft Male-adminiftration ; and if the Briti/h Con-
ftitution, when in its greateft Vigour, and repair'd
by two fuch remarkable Events, as the Revolution and

Acceffion, by which our ancient Royal Family was {a-
crificed

% Differtation on Parties, Lettes 10,



PoriTics @ SCIENCE. 498
crificed to it ; if our Conftitution, I fay, with fo
great Advantages, does not, in Fall, provide any
fuch Remedy 'uuunlk Male-adminiftration, we are ra-

ther beholden to any Minifter that undermines it, and
affords us an Opportunity of erefling a better Confti-
tution in its Place.

1 w o v’'p make Ufe of the fame Topics to mode~
rate the Zeal of thofe who defend the Minifter. Is
our Conflitution fo excellent 2 Then a Change of Mini-
ftry can be no fuch dreadful Event ; fince *tis effential
to fuch a Conftitution, in every Miniftry, both to pre-
ferve itfelf from Violation, and to prevent all Enor-
mities in the Adminiftration.  Ir our Conflitution very
bad ? Then {o extraordinary a Jealoufy and Appre-
henfion, on account of Changes, 1s ill-plac’d ; and a Man
{hould no more beanxiousin this Cafe, thanaHufband,
who had marry'd a Woman from the Stews, fhould
be watchful to prevent her Infidelity. Public Af-
fairs, in fuch a Conftitution, muft neceflarily go to
Confufion, by whatever Hands they are conduéted ;
and the Zeal of Patriots is much lefs requifite in that
Cafe than the Patience and Submiflion of Philefuphers.
The Virtue and good Intentions of Cato and Brutus
are highly laudable ; But, to what Purpofe did their
Zeal ferve ? To nothing, but to haften the fatal Pe-
riod of the Roman Government, and render its Con-
vulfions and dying Agonies more violent and painful.

I wouLp not beunderftood to mean, that public
Affaire deferve no Care and Attentionat all. Would
Men be moderate and confiftent, their Claims might

B 6 be
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be admitted ; at leait might be examin'd. The Couz-
try-Party might flill aficre, that our Conftitution, tho’
excellent, will admit of Male-adminiftration to a cer-
tain Degree ; and therefore, if the Minifter be bad;
tis proper to oppofe him with a fuitable Degree of
Zeal. And, on the other Side, the Court-Party may:
be allow'd, upon the Suppofition that the Minifter
were good, to defend, and with Jfome Zeal too, his

Adminiftration. I would only perfuade Men not to

contend, as if they were fighting pro aris &
and change a good Conflitution into a bad one, by
the Violence of their Faétions *.

I uave

* What our Autbor’s Opinion was of the Sfamous Miniffer bere
pointed at, may be learn’d from that Eflay, printed in the [ormir
Edition, under the Title of A Charaéter of Sir RoserT WAL~
POLE. It was. as follows : There never was a. Man, whofe
Adions and Chara@er have been. more carneftly and openly
canvaffed, . than thofe of the prefent Miniftér, who, having go-
vern'd a learned and free Nation for fo long 2 Time, amidft fuch
mighty Oppofition, may make a large Library of what has been
wrote for and againft him, and is the Subjet of above Half the
Paper that has been blotted in this Nation within thefe Twenty
Years, I wifh; for the Honour of our Country, that any on¢
Character of him had been drawn with fuch Fudgment and Ly~
partiality, as to have fome Credit with Pofterity, and to fhew,
that ourLiberty has, once at leat, been employ’d to good Pur-
pofe. I am only afraid of failing in the former Quality of
Judgment : But if it fhould be fo, ‘tis but cne Page more
thrown away, after an hundred Thoufand, upon the fame Sub-
je&t, that have perifhi’d, and become nfelefs. In the mean
Time, Ifhall flatter myfelf with the pleafing Imagination, that
the following Charatter will be adopted by future Hiftorians.

SI R
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I #avE not here confidered any Thing that is
perfonal in the prefent Controverfy. In the bef
Contftitution of the World, where every Man is re-

ftrain’d

St ROBERT WALPOLE, Prime. Minifter of
Great Britain, is a Man of Ability, not a Genius 3* good na-
tur’d, not virtuous; conftant, not magnanimous j moderate,
not equitable t.  His Virtues, in fome Inftances, are free
from the Allay of thofe Vices, which ufually accompany fuch
Virtues : He is a generous Friend, without being a bitter Ene-
mys  His Vices, in other Inflances, ‘are not compenfated by
thofe Virtues which are nearly ally’d to ‘them : His Want of
Enterprife is not attended with Frugality,  The privatc

rafter of the Man is better than the public : His Virtues more

by,

than his Vices : His Fortune greater than his Fame,  With
many good Qualities he has incurr’d the public Hatred : With
good Capacity he has not efcap’d Ridicule. He would have
been efteem’d more worthy of his high Station,. had he neven
poffefs’d it 5 and is better qualify’d for the fu«md than for the
firft Place in any Government. His Miniftry has been more
advantageous to his Family than to the Public, better for this
Age than for Pofterity, 2nd more pernicious by bad Precedents
than by real Grievances.  During his Time Tr.de has fic urifh’d,
Liberty declin’d, and Learning gone toRuin.,- As Iam a Mang
Ilove kim 5 as I am a Scholar, T hate him 5 as.l ama Briton
I calmly with hisFall. Andwere I a Member of either Houfe,
1 would give my Vote forremoving him from St. Fames’s 5 but
thould be glad to fee him vetire to Houghton-Hall, to pafs the
Remainder of ‘his Days in Eafe and Pleafure,

Tbe Author is pleafed to find, that after Animofities are laid,
and Calumny bas ceas’d, the whole Nation almoft bave return’d to
the fame moderate Sentiménts wwith regard to this great Man 5 if

t Moderate in the Excrcife of Power, not equitable in en-
grofling 1t,

theg.
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firain'd by the moft rigid Laws, 'tis eafy to difcover

either the good or bad Intentions of a Minifter, and

28

to judge, whether his perfonal Charaler deferves
Love or Hatred. But fuch Queftions are of little Im-
portznce to the Public, and lay thofe who employ their
Pens upon them, under a juft Sufpicion either of Ma-
levolence or of Flattery.

they are not rather become more fawcarable to bim, by a very natu=

r;}f']"r::r:ﬁ,';-;n. vom one Extreme to ancther, The Autber aveuld

not cpp:ft ek ¢fe bumane Sentiments tomwards the Dm.{; the' be car-

wot forbear obferving, that the net paying mere of our ‘e:.-!.-,)v.' Debts

wuas, at binted in this Charafler, a great, and the only great,
g -

Error in that long Adm; niftration,
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Of the firf PriNc1PLES of Go-

VERNMENT,

OTHING is more furprizing to thofe, who
.L confider human Affairs with a Philofophical
Eye, than to fee the Eafinefs with which the many are
poverned by the few ; and to ebferve the implicite
Submiffion with which Men refign their own Senti-
ments and Paffions to thofe of their Rulers. When
we enquire by what Means this Wonder is brought
about, we fhall find, that as Force is always on the
Side of the Governed, the Governors have nothing to
fupport them but Orinton. ’Tistherefore, on Opi-
nion only that Government is founded ; and this
Maxim extends to the moft defpotic and moft mili:
tary Governments, as well as to the moft free and
moft popular! The Soldun of ZLgypt, or the Emperor
of Rome, might drive his harmlefs Subjects, like brute
Beafts, againft their Sentiments and Inclination : But
hemuft, at leaft, have led his Mamalukes, or Preto-
rian Bands, like Men; by their Opinion.

Orixntoy is of two Kinds, wiz. Opinion of In-
TERES T, and Opinion of Ricurt. By Opinion
of
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of Intereft, I chiefly underftand the Senfe of the pub-
lic Advantage which is reap'd from Government ;

aleng with the Perfuafion, that the particular Goverrr

ment, which is eftablifh’d, is equally advantageous
with any other that could eafily be fettled. When this
Opinion prevails among the Generality of a State, or
among thofe who have the Force in their Hands, it
gives great Security to any Government.

RicurT is of two Kinds, Right to Pow £r,
and RighttoProrerty. What Prevalence Opi-
nion of the firt Kind has over Mankind, may eafily
be underftood by obferving the Attachment which all
Nations have to their ancient Government, and even
to thofe Names which have had the Sanétion of Anti-
quity. Antiquity always begets the Opinion of Right ;
and whatever difadvantageous Sentiment we may en-
tertain of Mankind, they are always found to be pro-
digal both of Blood and T'reafure in the Maintenance
of public Right.  This Paflion we may denominate
Enthufiafm, or we may give it what Appellation we
pleafe ; buta Politician, who fhould overlook its in-
fluence on human Affuirs, would prove himfelf to
have but a very limited Underftanding, = There is,
indeed, no Particular, in which, at firft Sight, there
may appear a greater Contradiétion in the Frame of
the hunan Mind than the prefent.  When Men at in

a Party, they are apt, without any Shame or Remorfe,
to neglect all the Ties of Honour and Morality, in
order to ferve their Party ; and yet, when a Party is
form’d upon a Point of Right or Principle, there 18
ng Occafion, wherein Men difcover a greater Obfti-
nacy,
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i e iaal uovs  determitned - Senfe of Juftice and
aazev. and a more determmed oSenie of juitice and
Eaquity., The fame focial Difpofition of Mankind is

the Canfe of both thefe contradictory Appearances.

“T'1 5 fufficiently underftood, that the Opinion of
Right to Property is of the greateit Moment in all
Matters of Government. A noted Author has made
Property the Foundation of all Government; and mofk
of our Political Writers feem inelin'd to follow him i
that Particalar, This is carrying the Matter too far ;
bat {till it muft be own'd, that the Opinion of Right
to Property has a great Influence in this Subjett.

U r o n thefe three Opinions, therefore, of Intereft,
of Right to Poawer, and of Right to Property, are all
Governments founded, and all Authority of the few
over the many.  There are indeed other Principles,
which add Force to thefe, and determine, limit, or
alter their Operation ; fuch as Self-Tutereft, Fear, and
Affection : But ftill Taflert, that thefe other Principles
can have no Influence alone, but fuppofe the antece-
dent Influence of thofe Opinions above-mention'd.
They are, therefore, to be efteem’d the fecondary, not
the original Principles of Government.

F or, firft, asto Self-Interefl, by which I mean
the Expetation of particular Rewards, diftin&t from
the general Proteciion which we receive from Govern-
ment, ’tis evident, that the Magiftrate’s Authority
muft be antecedently eftablifh'd, or, at leaft, be hop'd
for, in order to produce this Expetadon. The Ex-
peftation of Reward may angment the Authority with
reyard to fome particalar Perfons ; but can never give

Birth
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Birth to it with regard to the Public. Men naturally
look forthe greateft Favours from their Friends and

A conatntance gy
fAcquantance ;3 and th

refore, the Hopes of any con-
fiderable Number of the State, would never center
in any particular Set of Men, if thefe Men had no
other Title to Magifiracy, and had no Influence over
the Opinions of Mankind. The fame Obfervation
may be extended to the other two Principles of Fear
and 4ffedfion. NoMan would have any Reafon to fear
the Fury of a Tyrant, if he had no Authority over
any but from Fear ; fince, asa fingle Man, his bodily
Force can reach buta fimall Way, and whatever Power
he has beyond, muft be founded either on our own
Upinion, or on the prefum’d Opinion of others, And
tho’ Afficiion to Wifdom and Virtue in a Sowarvien eX-
tends very far, and has great Influence ; yet he muit
be antecedently fuppos'd to be invefted with a public
Charaier, otherwife the public Lfteem will ferve him
in no Stead, nor will’ his Virtue have any Influence
beyond his private S phere,

A GovEerymEesT mayendure for feveral Ages,
tho' the Balance of Power, and the Balance of Pro-
perty do not agree. This chiefly happens, where any
Member of the State has acquir'd a large Share of the
Property ; but, from the original Conftitution of the
Government, has no Share of the Power. Under
what Pretext would any Individual of that Order
pretend to intermeddle in public Affairs ? As Men are
commonly much attach'd to their ancient Government,
it is not to be expefted, that the Public would ever
favour fuch Ufurpations, But where the original Con-
{titution
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ftitution - allows any Share of the Power, rho‘('
fmall, to an Order of Men, that poflefles a large
Share of the Property, ’tis eafy for them gradually to
firetch their Authority, and bring the Balance of
Power to coincide with that of Property.  This has
been the Cafe with the Houfe of Commons in England.

M o s o Writers, that have treated of the Br7si/b
Government, have fuppofed, that as the Houfe of
Commons reprefents all the Commons of Great Bri-
tain 3 {o its Weight in the Scale is proportioned to
the Property and Power of all whom it reprefents.
But this Principle muft not be received as abfolutely
true.  For though the People are apt to attach them-
felves more to the Houfe of Commons, than to any
other Member of the Conftitution, that Houfe being
chofen by them as their Reprefentatives, and as the
public Guardians of their Liberty ; yetare there In-
ftances where the Houfe, even when in Oppofition to
the Crown, has not been follow’d by the People ;5 as
we may particularly obferve of the Tory Houfe of
Commons in the Reign of King William. Were the
Members of the Houfe obliged to receive Inftruétions
from their Conftituents, like the Dutch Deputies, this
would entirely alter the Cafe ; and, if {uch immenfe
Power and Riches, as thofe of the whole Commons
of Britain, were brought into the Scale, ’tis not eafy
to conceive, that the Crown could either influence
that Multitude of People, or withftand that Over-
balance of Property. ’Tis true, the Crown has great
Influence over the colletive Body of Britain in the
Ele&ions of Members ; but were this Influence, which

at
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at prefent is only exerted once in {even Years, to be em-
ploy’d in bringing over the People to every Vote, it

would foon be waft 1, Popul

ed; and no Skill, Popularity or

Revenue, could fupport it. I muft, therefore, be of
Opinion, that an Alteration, in this Particular, would
introduce a total Alteration in our Government, and
would foon reduce it to a pure Republic ; and, per-
hEiP»‘; to a Republic of no inconvenient Form For
though the People colietied in a Body, like the Ro-
7zan T'ribes, be quite unfit for (:(;n;ru:u:n; yet when
difperfed in ﬁzml !mmts, tl:z-)'

both of Reafon and Order ; the Force of popular

are more 11311"-“‘:'1?;.%3

Currents and Tides is, in fome Meafure, broke ; and
the public Intereft may be purfued with Method and
Ccuuanuy. But’tis needlefs to reafon any farther con-
cerning a Form of Government, whichis never likely
to have place in Bréfain, and which feems not to be
the Aim of any Party amongft us. Let us cherifh and
improve our ancient Government as much as pofiible,
without encouraging a Paflien for fuch dangerous No-
Velties,

I suarL conclude this Subjeét with obferving,
that the prefent political Controverfy, with regard to
Infiruciions, isa very frivolous one, and can never be
l’m‘iﬁlt to any Decifion, as it is managed by both
Parties. 'The Country-Party do not pretend, that a
Member is abfolutely bound to follow Inftructions, as
an Ambaffador or General is confined by his Orders,
and that his Vote is not to be received in the Houfe,
but o far as it is conformable to them. 'The Coust-
Party, again, do not pretend, that the Sentiments of

the
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the People ought to have no Weight with every Mem..
er; much lefs that he ought to defpife the Sentiments
of thofe whom he reprefents, and with whom he is
more particularly conneted. And if their Sentiments
be of Weight, why ought ‘they not to exprefs thefe
Sentiments ? The Queftion, then, is only concern-
ing the Degrees of Weight which ought to be plac’d
on Inftructions.. But {uch is the Nature of La nguage,
that ’tis impoffible for it to exprefs diftinétly thefe dif-
ferent Degrees ; and if Men will carry on_a Contro-
verly on this Head, it may well happen, that they
differ in their Langunage, and yet agree in their Senti-
ments ; or differ in their Sentiments, and yet agree in
their Language. Befides, how is it poffible to fix thefe
Degrees, confidering mL\ aviety of Affairs that come
before the Houfe, and the Variety of Places which
Members reprefent @ Ought the Inftruétions of Tots
to have the fame Weight as thofe of Loadon 2 Or In-

itruttions, with regard to the Comvention, which re-

ipected fore

i Politics, to have the fame Weight as
eard to the Fxcife, which refpected only
our domeltic Affairs ¢

thofe with reg
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Of Love and MARRI A GE,

KNOW not whence it proceeds, that Women
I are foa ll to take amif: every thing that s faid in
Difparagement of the married State ; and always con-
fider a Satyr upon Matrimony as a Satyr upon them-
felves. Do they mean by this, {h:tt they are the Par-
ties principally concerned, and thatifa Backwardne

to enter into that State {hould p]'t’\'j:iE in the We :,:-..',

they would be the greateft Suf
fenfible, that the Misfortunes and ]

marricd State are owing more to theirSex than to ours ¢

I hope they do not intend to confefs either of thefe two
Particulars, or to give fuch an Advantage to their Ad-

verfaries, the Men, aseven to allow them to fufpect it.

I nave of ten had Trf).“,;r..- if comj Tyt g with
T

this Humour of the Fair Sex, and « f writing a Pane-
gyric upon Marriage : But, in lookis g arg
I\fiat(.lld.l), they ﬁcm d to be of {o mix'd
that at the Conclufion of my Refletions, I found 1

was as much difpofed to write a Satyr, which might
be placed on the oppofite Paves of my Paregyric
And I am afraid, thatas Sa yr is, on moft Occal

3 thought
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thought to have more Trath in it than Panegyric, I
fhould have done their Caufe more Harm than Good
by this Expedient. 'To mifteprefent Fas is what, I
know, they will not require of me. I muft be more
a Friend to Truth, than even to them, where their
Interefts are oppofite.

I smary tell the Women what it is our Sex com-
plains of moft in the married State ; and if they be
difpofed to fatisfy us in this Particular, all the other
Differences will be eafily accommodated. I I be not
miftalken, ‘tis their Love of Dominion which is the
Ground of the Quarrel ; though ’tis very likely,
that they will think it an unreafonable I,n-.-r: of it in
us, which makes us infift fo much upon that Point.
However this may be, no Paflion {feems to have more
Influence on female Minds, than this for Power ; and
there is a remarkable Inftance in Hiftory of its prevail-
ing above another Paflion, which is the only one that
oife forit. We

; phnce CG“'HHL(].

can be fuppofed a proper Counte

are told, that all the Women in Sey
againft the Men, and kept the Secret {o well, that
they executed their Defign before they were lul; ,.qM
They furprifed the Men in Drink, or afleep, bound
them all faft in Chains ; and having called a {olemn
Council of the whole Sex, it was debated what Expe-
dient fhould be ufed to improve the prefent Advan-
tage, and prevent their falling again into Slavery.
To kill all the Men did not {feem to the Relifh of any
Part of the Affembly, notwithftanding the Injuries
formerly reccived ; and they were afterwards pleafed
tomake a greatMerit of this Lenity of theirs. Itwas,
therefore
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therefore, agr eed to put out the Eyes
» for ever after all

ir Beanty, in

male Sex, and thereby refig

nity they could draw from the
{ccure their Authority. We muit no longer |
to Drels and Show, fay they ; but then we
Ve L V¥e {hall hear no mor

Alt_(_, AlL)In o I
Sighs ; but in return we fhall hear no more

Commands.  Love mufl for ever leave us ; but

will carry Subjection along with him,

the |

deprive them of fome of their b

der them humble and dependent, that th

Hearing could not ferve
bable the Females would rather have attack

than the Sight : And I think he
Learned, that, in a married ¢ar 10
great an Inconvenience to lofe i
latter. However thismay be, we are & {, by mo
dern Anecdotes, that fome of the S Women
digd fecretly "1‘-""1.' their Huftands Eyes ; pred

I fuppofle, that they could govern them a5 ¥ 1 by
Means of that Senfe as without it.  But {o inc rmgi-

ble and intraflable were thefe Men, tha their Wives
heir Youth and

were all obliged, ina few Years, a
E"""'*"t:‘.-:-. 1y'd imi

olily

‘_”hl! l|i.' il*!:(u L.lh )

here

T » ¥ev Aran 1 W
itter €O QO rate

t was no difficul

the ll..nn.le Sex had once got the 5 :5‘{'1'5-_;11‘._.-_

I knxow notif our Scotzifp Ladies derive any
1 . -
thing of this Humour from their Scythian Ancellor 3

3
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but, I muft confefs, that I have often been {urpriz'd
to fee a Woman very well pleas’d to take a Fool for
her Mate, that {he might govern with the lefs Con-
troul ; and could not but thinl her Sentiments, in this
Refpect, (till more barbarous than thofe of the Seythian
Women above mentioned, as much, as the Eyes of
the ['1‘-.Ll'1'|';.-and'1:|3 are more valuable than thofe of the
lody.

BumT tobe juft, and to lay the Blame more (‘qm?-
lv, T am afraid it is the Faultof our Sex, if the Wo-
men be {o Inm] of Rule, and that if we did not abufe

ur Authority, theywould never think it worth while
Lo :iif'}mtc it.  Tyrants, we know, produce Rebels ;
and all Hiftory informs us, that Rebels, when they
prevail, are apt to become T'yrants in their Turn. For
this Reafon, I could with there were no Pretenfions to
Authority on cither Side ; but thatevery thing was car-
ry'd on with perfest Fquality, as betwixt two equal
Members of the fame Body. And to induce both Par-
ties to embrace thofe amicable Sentiments, T fhall de-
liver to them Plats’s Account of the Origin of Love

and Marri; age.

Ma~ki1xb, according to that fanciful Philofa-
pher, were not, in their Original, divided into Male
and Female, asat prefent ; but each individual Perfon
was a Compound of both Sexes, and was in him{elf
both Hufband and Wife, melted down i mnto one living
Creature. 'This Union, no Doubt, was very entire,

and the Parts very well adjufted together, fince there
refulted a perfe@t Harmony betwixt the Male and Fe-

C male,
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male, altho’ they were oblig'd to be infepar able Com-

panions. And {o great was the Harmony and Hap-
e Axprocynes (for fo

lent

nimefs flowing from it, that t
Plats calls them) or Mex-Woney, became ini:

wrpon their Profperity, and rebell'd againft the God

"T'o punifk them for this T'emerity, Fupitercould con-
trive no better Iixpcdic:‘:t, than to divorce the Male
Part from the Female, and make two imperfect Be ings

of the Compound, which was before fo perfect. Hence
the Origin of Menand Women, as diftinét Creaturt
But notwithftanding this Divifion, fo lively 1s our Re-

membrance of the Happinefs we enjoy’ d in our 5":'1‘
mzeval State, that we are never at reftin th Situation ;

but each of thefe Halves is continually fearching
the whole Species to find the other Half, which was
broken from it : And when they meet, they joinagain
with the greateflt Fondnefs and Sympathy But it ol
ten happens, that they are miftaken in this Particular ;
that they take for their Half what no way correfponds
to them ; and that the I-’u:'t-- do not meet nor join i

is ufual in Fraftures. In thus Caie
]

with each other, ¢
the Union is foon diffolv’d, and each Part is
again to hunt for its loft Half, joining itfelf to every
Relty

I.\;'L IJL.'::L'
one it meets by Way of Trial, and enjoying no
till its perfect Sympathy with its Partner fhews, that
it has at laft been fuccelsful in its Endeavours.

Were I difpos’d to carry on thi s Fiction of Plato,
which accounts for the mutual Love betwixt the Sexes
in {o agreeable a Manner, I would do it by the fol-

lowing Allegory,
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W HEN Fupiter had feparated the Male from the
Female, and had quell’d their Pride and Ambition by
fo fevere an Operation, he could not but repent him
of the Cruelty of his Vengeance, and take Compai-
{ion on poor Mortals, who were now become incapa-
ble of any Repofe or Tranquillity. Such Cravings,
fuch Anxieties, fuch Neceflities arofe, as made them
curfe their Creation, and think Exiftence itfelf a Py-
nithment.  In vain had they Recourfe to every other
Occupation and Amufement. In vain did they feek
after every Pleafure of Senfe, and every Refinement of
Reafon. Nothing could fill that Void, which they
felt in their Hearts, or fupply the Lofs of their Part-
ner, who was {o fatally feparated from them. To re-
medy this Diforder, and to beftow fome Comfort, at
leaft, on human Race in their forlorn Situation, Fu-
piter fent down Love and HymEN to colle&t the
broken Halves of human Kind, and piece them toge-
ther, in the beft Manner poffible. Thefe two Deities
found fuch a prompt Difpofition in Mankind to unite
again in their primitive State, that they proceeded on
their Work with wonderful Succefs for fome Time ;
till at Jat, from many unlucky Accidents, Diffenfion
arofe betwixt them. 'The chief Counfellor and Fa-
vourite of Hymen was Car e, who was continually
filling his Patron’s Head with Profpeéts of Futarity 3
a Settlement, Family, Children, Servants; fo that
little elfe was regarded in all the Matches #hey made.
On the other Hand, Lowe had chofen Preasure for
his Favourite, who was as pernicious a Counfellor as
the other, and would never allow Love to look be-

2z yond
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}_'O'nd the prefent momentary Gratification, or the fa-
tisfying of the prevailing Inclination. Thefe two Fa-
vourites became, inalittle Time, irreconcileable Ene-
mies, and made it their chief Bufinefs to undermine
cach other in all their Undertakings, No looner had
Lowe fix'd upon two Halves, which he was cementing
together, and forming to a clofe Union, but Care in-
finuates himfelf, and bringing Hymen along with hum,
diffolves the Union produc’d by Love, and join each
Half to {fome other 'l'l.i”—, which he had pro rided for

it. To be reveng'd of this, Pleajure creeps m upon

a Pair already join'd by Hymer ; and calling Love to

his Affiftance, they Under-hand contrive to ]
Half, by fecret Links, to Halves, which Hymen was
wholly unacquainted with, It was not long before
this Quarrel was felt in its pernicious Confequences ;
and fuch Complaints arofe before the Throne of 7u-
piter, that he was obliged to fummon the offending
Parties to appear before him, in order to give an Ac-
count of their Proceedings, After hearing the Plead-
ings on both Sides, he order'd an immediate Recon-
cilement betwixt Love and Hymen, as the only Expe-
dient for giving Happinefs to Mankind : And that he
might be {ure this Reconcilement fhould be durable,
he laid his ftri& Injunétions on them never to join any
Halves without confulting their Favourites Care and
Pleafure, and obtaining the Confent of both to the
Conjunétion. -~ Where this Order is ftriétly obferv'd,
the Androgyne is perfe&ly reftor'd, and human Race
enjoy the fame Happinefs as in their primaval State.
The Seam is {carce perceiv’d that joins the two Beings
together ; butboth of them ¢ombine to form one per-
fect and happy Creature,
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Of the Stupy of HisToRrY.

HERE is nothing Twould recommend more

T carneftly to my female Readers than the Study
of Hiftory, as an Occupation, of all others, the beft
fuited both to their Sex and Education ; much more
Inftru@ive than their ordinary Books of Amufement,
and more entertaining than thofe ferious Compofitions,
whichare ufually to be found in their Clofets. Among
other important Truths, which they may learn from
Hiftory, they may be inform’d of two Particulars, the
Knowledge of which may contribute very much to
their Quiet and Repofe ; That our Sex, as well as
theirs, are far from being fuch perfet Creatures as
they are apt to imagine, and, That Love is not the
only Paflion, that governs the Male-World, but is
often overcome by Avarice, Ambition, Vanity, and
a thoufand other Paffions. Whether they be the falfe
Reprefentations of Mankind in thofe two Particulars,
that endear Romances and Novels fo much to the fair
Sex, I know not; but muft confefs, I am forry to fee
them have fuch an Averfiop to Matter of Fa&, and
fuchan Appetite for Falfbood. I remember I was once
defired by a young Beauty, for whom I had fome Paf-
fion, to fend her fome Novels and Romances for her
€3 Amufe-
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Amulement in the Co untry 3 but was not 101 -
rous as to take the Advantage which fuch a Courl
of Reading mig tht have given me, DEME refolved ne
tomake Uleof poifoned Arms aga ' | there

fore fenther Plutarch’s Lives, affuring her, at the fame
Time, that there was not a Word ut Truth inthem
from Beginning to End.  She perufed them ver)

tentively, ’till fhe came to the Lives of ;-', xander aNC
Cefar, whofe Names the had heard of by Accident ; and
then retarned me the Book,  with many Rcluu.wht;

for deceiving her.

I may indeed be told, that the fair Sex have no
fuch Averfion to Hiftory, as 1 have rc p!.':-'i'cn:.ui. pro-
vided it be fecrer Hiftory, and contain {ome memora-
ble Tranfattion proper to excite their Curiofity.  But
as I donot find that Truth, which is the Bafis of Hi-

ftory, is at all 'v”ud(m in thofe Anecdotes, 1 cannot
admit of this as a Proof of their Paffion for that Study.
However this may be, 1 {ee notw hy the {ame Curio-

fity might not receive a more proper Diretion, and
lead them to defire Accounts of thofe who lived in paft
Ages as well of their Contemporaries. What is it to
Cirora, whether Fulvia € tertains a fecret Commerce
of Liwe with Philander or not ? Has { fhe not ('qu"l
Reafon to be pleafed, when (he is informed, (swhat
v/hifpered about among Hiftorians) that Cafo r-:!’u'—‘T
kad an Intrigue with Cajfar, and palmed her Son,
WMrcas Bratus, upon her Hufband for his own, th o'y
in Reality, he was her Gallant’s ? And are not the
Loves of .-'K".;,_a?’-v’im or ‘]m’m as proper Subjeds of Di l-
coutfe as any Intrigue that this City bhas pr oduced of

late Years
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Bur I know not whence it comes, that I have
been thus feduc’d into a Kiad of Raillery againft the
Ladies : Unlefs, perhaps, it proceed from the fame
Caufe, that makes the Perfon, who is the Favourite of
the Company, be often the Object of their good-
natur’d Jefts and Pleafantries. ~We are pleafed to
addrefs ourfelves after any Manner to a Perfon that
is agreeable to us ; and, at the fame Time, prefume,
that nothing will be taken amifs by one who is fe-
cure of the good Opinion and Affettions of every one
prefent. I fhall now proceed to handle my Subject
more ferioufly, and fhall point out the many Advan-
tages, that low from the Study of Hiftory, and fhew
how well {uited it is to every one, but particularly to
thofe who are debarred the feverer Studies, by the
Tendernefs of their Complexion, and the Weaknefs of
their Education. The Advantages found in Hiftory
feem to be of three Kinds, as it amufes the Fancy, as

it improves the Underftanding, and as it ftrengthens
Virtue.

I'n Reality, what more agreeable Entertainment to
the Mind, than to be tranfported into the remoteft
Ages of the World, and to obferve human Society, in
its Infancy, making the firft faint Effays towards the
Arts and Sciences : To fee the Policy of Government,
and the Civility of Converfation refining by Degrees,
and every thing that is ornamental to human Life ad-
vancing towards its Perfe&tion. 'T'o remark the Rife,
Progrefs, Declenfian-and final Extintion of the moft

Gl flourifh-
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fiounifhing Empires : The Virtues, which contributed
to their Greamefs ; and the Vices, which drew on
their Ruin.  In fhost, to fee all human Race, from
the Beginning of Time, pals, as it were, in Review
before us, appearing in their true Colours, without
any of th

e ])il"t-'i'i{".f', which, during their Life-time,

fo much perplexed the Judgment of the Beholders.

What Speétacle can be imagined {o magnificent, fo
various, {o 'lmr;'r..'iﬁuq ¢ What Amufement, either o
the Senfes or Imagination, can be compared with it ?

ohall thole trifling Paltimes, which engrols fo muci
£ :

of cur Time, be preferr'd as more fatisfactory, a d

more it to engage our Attention ¥ How perv erie mult

Bur Hiftory is a moft improving Part of Know-

-1

| - e Bl
ledge, as well as an agreeable Amufement ; and a

e P = ' P Lol E g oy |
great Part of what we commonly call Erndition, and

fo hi

ghly, is nothing but an Acquaintance with

g

itorical Fafls. An extenfive Knowledge of this

kind, belongs to Men of Letters; but I muft think it
an unpardonable Ignorance in Perfons of whatever Sex
or Condition, not to be acquainted with the Hiftory
of their own Country, along with the Hiftories of an-
cient Greece and Rome. A Woman may behave her-
felf with good Manners, and have even fome ) iva-
city in her Turn of Wit ; but where her Mind is fo

e

unfurnifh’d, 'ts impoffible her Converfation can aliord

any Lntertainment to Men of Senfe and Reflection.
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I musT add, That Hiftory is not only a valuable

Partof Knowledse, but opens the Door to many other

Parts of Knowledge, and affords Materials to moft
of the Sciences. And indeed, if we confider the Short-
nefs of human Life, and our limited Knowledge, evenof
what pafles in our own Time, we muft be fenfible, that
we fhiould be for ever Children in Underftanding, were
it not for this Invention, which extends our Experience

 all palt Ages, and to the meft diftant Nations ;

malking them contribute as muc h to our Iimprovement

in Wifdom, as if they had aftually lain under our Ob-
fervation. /U Man acquainted with Hiftory may, in

{fome refpett,

be faid to have lived from the Begin-

ning of the World, and to have been making conti-

nual Additions to his Stock of Knowledge in every

Tuere is alfo an Advantage in that Knowledge
which is acquired by Hiftory, above what 1s learned
by the Praflice of the World, that it brings us ac-
quainted with human Affairs, without diminifhing in
the leaft from the moft delicate Sentiments of Virtue..
And, to tell the Truth, Iknow not any Study or Oc-
cupation fo unexceptionable as Hiftory in this Particu-
lar. Poets can paint Virtue in the moft charming Co-
lours ; but, as they addrefs themfelves entirely to the
Paflions, they often become Advocates for Vice. Even
Philofophers are apt to bewilder themfelves in the Sub-
tilty of their Speculations ; and we have feen {ome
a0 fo far asto deny the Reality of all moral Diftine-

Cg tions,
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tion But I think it a Remark worthy the Attention
of the fpeculative Reader, that the Hiftorians have

been, almoft without Exception, the true Friends of

ways reprefented it in it

Virtue, and have alway proper
Colours, however they may have erred in their Judg-
ments of particular Perfons. Machiavel himfelf dif-
covers a true Sentiment of Virtue in his Hiftory of
Florence. ' When he talks as a Politician, in his gene-

1

fonings, he confiders Poifoning, Al

Allanmnaiion

1 1
yaen e

and Perjury as lawful Arts of Power; b
{ in his particular Narr
!

fhews fo keen an Indignat nit Vice, and {o warm

|.“
OT15, ‘

peaks as an Hi

an Approbation of Virtue, in many Paflages, that I

not forbear applying to him that Remark of He-

race, That if you chafe away Nature, though with
ney hie will al return uj
you. Nor is this Combination of Hiltorians in Fa-

vour of Virtue at all difficult to be accounted for.
en a Man of B
he is more apt to confider the Charafters of Men, as

they have Relation to his Intereft, than as they ftand

5 into Life an | Afion,

in themfelves; and has his Judgment warped on every
Occafion l-‘y the Violence of his Pafion. When a Phi-
lofopher contemplates Charaters and Manners in his
Clofet, the general abftract View of the Objects leave:
the Mind fo cold and unmoved, that the Sentiments of
Nature have no room to play, and he fcarce fecls the
Difference betwixt Vice and Virtue. Hiltory keeps
in a juft Medium betwixt thefe Extremes, and places
the ObjeQs in their trae Point of View. The Writers
of Hiftory, as weblas the Readers, are fufficiently in-
terefted
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tercfted in the Charafters and Events, to have a
lively Sentiment of Blame or Praife ; and, at thefame
Time, have no particular Intereft or Concern to per-

vert their Judgment.

Vera cwoces tum demum peclore ab imo

Eliciuntur,

C6 ESSAY
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Of the INDEPENDENC Y of
ParriamenT.
|
HAVE frequently obfervid, in comparing the
Conduct of the Court and Country Parties, that the !
tormer are commonly lefs affuming and dogmatical in
LConverfation, more apt to make Conceflions ;
the' not, perhaps, more fufceptible of Conviction,
Yet more able to bear Contradiéiion than the latter ;
edaptto 11',' out upon any ( _-‘]‘-['._-,!I'l:.u!., and t
gaid one asa mercenary defigning Fellow, if he
gues with any Coolnefs and Iir partiality, or 1
any Conceflions to their Adverfaries, Thisis a |
which, T believe, every one may have obferv'd, who

has been much in Companies where political Queltior

Lave been difcufs'd ; though, were one to afk the rea
fa

fon of this T)z:rcrencc, every Party would be apt to
affign a different Reafon. Gentlemen it

cribe it to the very Nature of their Party, which,

founded on public Spirit, and a Zeal for the Con-
ftitution, cannot eafily endure fuch Doétrine

7

will af

pernicious Confequence to Liberty. The Cous-

tiers, on the other Hand, will be a pt Lo put v
of the Clown mention’d | by Lord §he
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Clown, {ays that * excellent Author, once took a
F:lsu‘}' to hear the Latin Difputes of Dotors at an
L‘ni\'crﬂt_\f, He was afk’d what Pleafure he could
take in viewing {uch Combatants, when he could
never know fo much, as which of the Parties had
the better.,”  For thas Matter, reply'd the Clown,
f::’ulx’_ﬁn'f’ & Foal neither,, but Fean fee avho's rﬁ:'_)‘.ﬁ_‘{i’
that puts Lather into a Paffien, Nature herfelf dic-
tated this Leflon to the Clown, that he who had the
better of the Argument would be eafy and well hu-
mour'd : But he who wasunable to {upporthis Caufz
by Reafon, would naturally lofe his Temper, and
grow violent,”

-

i

To which of thefe Reafons fhall we adhere ¢ To
neither of them, in my Opinion ; unlefs we have a
Mind to inlift oy rlelves, and become Zealots in either
Party. T'believe I can aflign the Reafon of this dif
terent Condu@ of the two Parties, without offending
either. The Country Party are plainly moft popular at
prefent, and, perhaps, have been {o in moft Admini-
flrations : So that, [)uing accuftomed to prevail in
Company, they cannot endure to hear their Opinions
controverted, but are as confident on the publick Fa-
vour, as if they were {upported in all their Sentiments
by the moft infallible Demonftration. 'The Courtiers,
on the other Hand, are commonly fo run down by
your popular Talkers, that if you {peak to them with
any Moderation, or make them the fmalleft Concef.
fions, they think themfelyes extremely beholden to
you, and are apt to return the Favour by a like Mo-

¥ Mifeellancous Refleétions, p, 107,
deration
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deration and Facility on their Part. To be furious
and paffionate, they know, would only gain them the
Charaller of foamelefs Mercenaries ; not that of zea-
lous Patriots, which is the Charatter that fuch a warm

Behaviour is apt to acquire to the other Party.

Ix all Controverfies, we find, without regarding
the Truth or Falfhood on either Side, that thofe who
defend the eftablifh’d and popular Opinions, are al-

ways the moftdogmatical and imperious in their Stil

While their Adverfaries affe€t a moft extraordinary
Gentlenels and Moderation, in order to foften, as
much as poffible, any Prejudices that may lye againf
them. Confider the Behaviour of our Free-thinkers

of all Denominations, whether they

be {uch as decry

all Revelation, or only oppofe the exorbitant P
of the Clcrg_\' - (_a’fr Tind ] Fefter. Hoadley.

Compare their Moderation and Good-manners, with
] Adverfaries

the furious Zeal and Scurrility of the
and you will be convine'd of the Truth of my Obfer-

vation. A like Difference may be obferv'd in the

(I(iI]L!Ll:"': of thole French Writer: ., who mair ain d the

Controverfy, with regard to ancient and modern
Learning.  Boilean, Monf

&5 Madame Daciery

I Abbe de Bos, who defended the Party of the Ancients,
mix’d their Reafonings with 5:1[;,-:1; and Inveétive:
While Fontenclle, la Motte, Charpentier, and even
Perranlt never tranfgre{s’d the Bounds of Moderation
and Good-breeding ; tho’ provok'd by the moft fevere
Railleries of their Adverfaries.

I amM
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I am led into this Train of Reflection, by confi-
det mg fome Papers wrote upon that grand Topic of
Court-Influence, and Parliamentar y Dependence, where,
in my humble Opinion, the Country Party fhew too
rigid an Inflexibility, and too great a Jealoufy of
making Conceflions to their Adverfaries. Their Rea-
{onings lofe their Force, by being carried too far .
and the Popularity of their Opinions has feduc'd them
to negle&, in fome Meafure, their Juftnefs and Soli-
dity. 'The followmg Reafoning will, I hope, ferve
to juftify me in this Opinion.

PovriTicar Writers have eftablifh’d it as a Maxim,
That in contr iving any Syftem of Government, and
fixing the {everal Checks and Controuls of the Confti-
tution, every Man ought to be fuppos’d a Kzawe, and
to have no other End, in all his A&ions, but private
Intereft. By this Intereft we muft govern him, and,
by Means of it, make him co- operate to public Good,
notw 1thihndmg his infatiable Avarice and Ambition.
Without this, fay they, we fhall in vain boaft of the
Advantarres of any Conftitution, and fhall find, in the
End, that we have no Security for our Liberties or
Poﬂeﬁxons, except the Good-will of our Rulers ; that
is, we fhall have no Security at all.

"T'1s therefore a juft political Maxim, That every
Man muf? be ﬁgppofcﬂ’ a Knawve : Though at the fame
Time, T muft own it appears fomewhat ftrange, that a
Maxim fhould be true in Politics, which is falfe in Faét,
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Men are generally more honeft in their private than in

their public Chara&er, and will go ereater Lenoths
I g0 § §
to ferve a Party, than where their own private Intereft

is alone concerned. Honour is a great Che n
Mankind : But where a confiderable Body of Men
alt together, this Check is, in a
]

€ by
i

moved ; fince a Man is {ure to be approve

- et
own Party, for what promotes the common Interet,

and he foon learns to defpife the Clamours of his

Adverfaries. Towhichwe may add, that every Court

. & . - ~ 4 §
or Senate is determined by the Majority ; fo that, 1
Self-Intereft influences onlv the Majority, (as it will

o S

alwaysdo in the prefent depraved State of M
the whole Senate follows the Allurements of this le
parate Intereft, and acts as if it contained not one
Member, who had any Regard to public Intercit and

Liberty.

W H E N, therefore, there offers to my Cenfure, at d
Examination, any Plan of Government, rcal or ima-
ginary, where the Power is diftributed among fev eral
Courts, and feveral Orders of Men, I always confider
the private Intereft of each Court, and each Order;
and, if Ifind, that, by the artful Divifion of the Power,
the private Intereft muft neceffarily, in its Operation,
concur with the Public, T pronounce that Govern-
ment to be wife and happy. If, on the contrary, the
private Intereft of each Order be not check’d, and
be not direéted to public Intereft, I fhall look fof
nothing but Facion, Diforder, and Tyranny from
fuch a Government. In this OpinionTam juftified by
Experience, as well as by the Authority of all
Philo~
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1)]1i1‘>f‘)}‘}161's and Politicians, both ancient and mo-
dc!'n.

How much, therefore, would it have furprifed
fuch a Genius as Cicero, or Tacitus, to have been told,
That, in a future Age, there fhould arifea very regu-
lar Syftem of sixs Government, where the Power was
{o diftributed, ]

rat one Rank, whenever it pleafed,
might {wa

llow up all the reft, and engrofs the whole
Power of the Conftitution. Such a Government,
they would have been apt to fay, will not be a mix'd
Government.,

For {fo great is the natural Ambition
of Men, that t]

ey are never fatisfied with Power ; and
if one Order of Men, by purfuing its own Intereft,
can ufurp upon every other Order, it will certainly do

fo, and rendes itfelf, as faras poflible, abfolute and
uncontroulable,

But, in this Opinion, Experience thews they would
have been miftaken. For this is actually the Cafe
with the Brityfh Conftitution. 'The Share of Power
allotted by our Conftitution to the Houfe of Com-
mons is {o great, that it abfolutely commands all the
other Parts of our Government. 'The King’s legifla-
tive Power is plainly no proper Check to it. Fortho’
the King has a Negative in the pafling of all Laws ;
yet this, in Fa&, is efteemed of fo little Moment,
that whatever paffes the two Houfes, is always fure
to be pafs’d into a Law, and the Royal Affent is little
better than a mere Form. The principal Weight of
the Crown lies in the executive Power. But b(:ﬁdc:s
that the executive Power, in cvery Government, 15

altoge-




Power req 1res an imment
Expence, and the Commons have affumed to them-
{elves the fole Power of difpofing of public Money.

How ealy, therefore, would it be for 1

at Houfe to
wrell from the Crown all thefe Powers, one after an-
other, byn ‘11-:'11':-: every Grant of Money conditional,
and choofing their Time fo well, that their R efufal

of Subfidies fhould only diftrefs the Governments
ing roreig

without g1 )

™

1id the Houfe of Commons depend in the fame Man-

owers any Advantage over us !

ner on the King, and had none of the Members any

Pre perty but from his Gift, would not he c-.,-.n:i‘u'.l"i

all their Refolutions, and be from that Moment abfo-
lute ¢ As to the Houfe of Lords, they are a very
powerful Support to the Crown as long as they are, in
their ‘Turn, fupported by it ; but both Experience
and Reafon fhew us, that they have no Force nor Au-
thority fufficient to maintain themfelves alone, with-
out any fuch Support.

How, therefore, fhall we folve this Paradox ?
And by what Means is this Member of our Conftitu-
tion confin'd wichin its proper Limits ; fince, from ouf
very Conflitution, it muflt neceffarily have as much
Power as it demands, and can only be confin’d by
itfelf ? How is this confiftent with our conftant EX-
perience of human Nature ? I anfwer, That the In-
tereft of the Body is here reftrain’d by the Intereft of
the Individuals, and that the Houfe of Commons
firetches not its Power, becaufe fuch an Ufurpation
would be contrary to the Intereft of the Majority of

1t
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its Members. 'The Crown has fo many Offices at its
Difpofal, that when aflited by the honeft and difin-
terefted Part of the Houfe, it will always command
the Refolutions of the whole; fo far at leaft, as to
preferve the ancient Conftitution from Danger. We
may, therefore, give to this Influence what Name we
pleafe ; we may call it by the invidious Appellations
of Cerruption and Dependence 5 but fome Degree and
fome Kind of it are infeparable from the very Nature
of the Conftitution, and neceflary to the Prefervation
of our mix’d Government.

InsTEAD then of afferting * abfolutely, that the
Dependence of Parliament, in every Degree, 1s an
Infringement of Brizifp Liberty, the Country-Party
would have done better to have made {fome Concef-
fions to their Adverfaries, and have only examined
what was the proper Degree of this Dependence, be-
yond which it became dangerous to Liberty. But
fuch a Moderation is not to be expeéted of Party-Men
of any Kind. After a Conceffion of this Nature, al!
Declamation muft be abandoned ; and a ferious calm
Enquiry into the proper Degrees of Court-Influence,
and Parliamentary Dependence would have been ex-
pected by the Readers. And tho’ the Advantage, in
fuch a Controverfy, might poffibly remain to the
Country-Party 5 yet the Vitory would not have been
fo compleat as they with for, nor would a true Pa-
triot have given an entire Loofe to his Zeal, for fear
of running Matters into a contrary Extreme, by di-

# Sce Differtation on Parties, throughout, s
minifhing
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ot el
ﬂllﬂlﬂll]lé too * far t

'L‘in!].'..LI|Lc:'a.'.1 Crown. "['wa

therefore, thought beft to deny, that this Exu

L reme
could ever be dangerous to the Conftitut or that
the Crown could ever have too little Influence oy
Members of Parlizment.

A1 Queftions concerniy o the proper Medium be-
tw i_\r:m_\ two Extremes arevery difficult to be decided;
both becaufe it is difficult to f wd Hords proper to hix

this Medium, and becaufe the Good and I1I, in fuch

Cafes, run fo gradually into each other, as even to

render our Sentiments doubtful and uncertain. But
there is a peculiar Difficulty in the prefent Cafe, which
would embarrafs the moft knoy ing and moft impar-
tial Examiner. ‘The Power of the Crown is always
lodged in a fingle Perfon, either King or Minifter;

and as this Perfon may have either a greater or lefs De-

gree of Ambition, Capacity, Courage, Popularity or
Fortune, the Power, which is too great in onc Hand,
may become too little in another. In pure Republics,
where the Power is diftributed among feveral Aflem-
blies or Senates, the Checks and Controuls are more
regular in their Operation ; becaufe the Members of

fuch numerous Affemblies may be prefumed to be al-

* By that Influence of the Crowr, which T would juffify
mean only, that

arifing from the Offices

arcat the Difpofal of the Crown. As to priva
may be confidercd

in the fame Light as the Praé TTRTUs
ployina Spies, which is fcarce juftifiable in a good Mini
and is infamous in a bad one + But to be 1 Sm ; or to be cor-
rupted, 1s alwavs infamous under al] Minf , and is to be

regarded as a fhampelels Proftitution,
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ways nearly equal in Capacity and Virtue ; and ’tis
only their Number, Riches, or Authority, that enter
into Confideration.  But a limited Monarchy admits
not of any fuch Stability ; nor is it poflible to aflign
tothe Crown fuch a determinate Degree of Power, as
will, in every Hand, form a proper Counter-balance
to the other Parts of the Conftitution. This is an un-
avoidable Diﬁ:d\‘;mtagc, among the many Advan-
tages, attending that Species of Government,

ESSAY
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fure of his Principles, ¢
Event, or foretell the remote Conlequences of Things.

fee that Monarchy has ever fince {ubfifted uy
fame Footing as before. Notwithflanding o thi
lucky Example, Iwill venture to examine a very
portant Queftion, wiz. Whether the Britifh Gewer

ment I‘).-r”a"l.'.:'.-r'_F mere o (J!—j';f’;gh- "lf.'_”la: f.-'!-'-,'_ or o &

ESSAY IX,

Whether the BR1iT1sH GOVERN-

MENT #nclines more to ABSO-
LuUTE MONARCHY, o0r 0 @
REPUBLIC.

T affords a violent Prejudice againft almoft every
Art and Science, that no prudent Man, however

lares prophe fy concernl

A Phyfician will not venture to pronounce Conc erning |

the Condition of his Patient a Fortmght o1 Month

after - And il lefs dares a Politician foretell the 1
tuation of public / ffairs a few Years hence Hayrirn
tor thought himfelf fo fure of his general Principle,

? That the Balance ":’,l'r Poaver f-"lr_p; nds on feat of Fi P 1Y
that he ventured to pronounce it impofiible €ver tQ re
eftablifh Monarchy in England : But his '

{carce publifhed when the King was reftored ;

pon th

f\} P
i

ang B hick -&f}’f, ele tw ,‘.}__,-“-_r'.- r,Jf (_,,_r—‘_-.-';'f‘.-.';,u--' i
auil]
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will moft probably terminate ? As there feems not to be
any great Danger of ‘a fudden Revolution either Way,
I fhall at leaft efcape the Shame attending my Te-
merity, if Ifhould be found to have been miftaken ?

T no s e whoaffert, That the Balance of our Go-
vernment inclines towards Abfolute Monarchy, may
fupport their Opinion by the following Reafons. That
Property has a great Influence on Power cannot poffi-
bly be denied ; but yet the general Maxim, That th,
Balance of the one depends upon the Balance of 1he other,
muft be received with feveral Limitations. "Tis
evident, that much lefs Property in a fingle Hand
will be able to counter-balance a greater Property in
{everal Hands ; not only becaufe 1t is difficult tomake
many Perfons combine in the fame Views and Mea-
fures ; but alfo becaufe Property, when united, caufes
much greater Dependence, than the fame Property,
when difperfed.  An hundred Perfons, of 1coo/. a
Year a-picce, can confume all their Income, and no
Body fhall ever be the better for them, except their
Servants and T'radefinen, who juftly regard their Pro-
fits as the Produét of their own Labour. But a Man
poffefs’d of 100,000 /. a Year, if he has either any
Generofity, or any Cunning, may create a great De-
pendence by Obligations, and ftill a greater by Ex-
pectations. Hence we find, that in all free Govern-
ments any Subject exorbitantly rich hasalways created
Jealoufy, even tho'his Riches bore no manner of Pro-
portionto the Riches of the State.  Cra/fius’s Fortune,
if I remember well, amounted onlyto about * fixteen

* As Intereft in Rome was higher than with us, this might
yield above 100,000 /. a Year,
3

hundred
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bundred thoufand Pound in our Money ; and yet we
find, that, though his Genius was nothing extraordi-
nary, he was able, by Means of his Riches alone, to
counter-balance, during his Life-time, the Power of
Pompey as well as of Cefar, who afterwards became
Mafter of the World. The Wealth of the Medicis
made them Mafters of Floreuce 5 tho, 'tis probable, it
was very inconfiderable, compared to the united Pro-

perty of that opulent Republic,

T'nese Confiderations are apt to make one en-
tertain a very magnificent Idea of the Briti/b Spirit
and Love of Liberty ; fince we could maintain our
free Government, during {fo many Centuries, againft
ou Sovereigns, who, befides the Power and Digmty
and Majefty of the Crown, have always been poffefs'd
of much more Property, than any Subjet has ever
enjoy’d in any Commonwealth.  But it may be faid,
that this Spitit, however great, will never be able to
{upport itfelf againft that immenfe Property, which is
now lodg’d in the King, and which 1 ftill increafing.
Upon a moderate Computation, there are near three
Millions at the Difpofal of the Crown. The Civil
Lift amounts to near a Million ; the Colle¢tion of
all Taxes to another Million ; and the Employ-
ments in the Army and Navy, along with Ecclefiaiti-
cal Preferments, to above a third Million : A mon-
ftrous Sum, and what may fairly be computed to be
more than a thirtieth Part of the whole Income and

Labour of the Kingdom. When we add to this im-
menfe Property, the increafing Luxury of the Na-

tion, our Pronenefs to Corruption, along with the
2 grc;tt
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great Power and Prerogatives of the Crown, and the
Command of fuch numerousmilitary Forces, there is
no one but muft defpair, without extraordinary Ef-
forts, of being able to fupport our free Government
much longer under all thefe Difadvantages.

On the other Hand, thofe who maintain, that the
Byafs of the Briti/» Government leans towards a Re-
public, may fupport their Opinion by very fpecious
Arguments. It may be faid, that though this im-
menfe Property in the Crown, be join'd to the Dig-
nity of firft Magiftrate, and to many other legal
Powersand Prerogatives, which fhould naturally give
it a greater Influence ; yet it really becomes lefs dan-
gerous to Liberty upon that very Account. Were
Britain a Republic, and were any private Man pof-
fels'd of a Revenue, a third, or cven a tenth Part as
large as that of the Crown, he would very juflly ex-
cite Jealoufy ; becaufe he would infallibly have great
Authority in the Government : And fuch an irregular
Authority, not avowed by the Laws, is always more
dangerous than a much greater Authority, which is
<zr:1'::'.'ud from them. A *Man poﬂ'{ff.w'd- of ufurp’d
Jw;ilmrir,\u can fet no Bounds to his Pretenfions : His
T’f-‘t”é?r’t!':b have Liberty to hope for every thing in his
avours © His Enemies provoke his Ambition, along
with his Fears, by the Violence of their Oppofition :
And the Government being thrown into a Ferment,

.3 T S A L
On ne monte Jamars fi baut que guard on e fgait pas o on vy
658 Chamrns :
141 (, .-;mr.-ef/ to 1."1‘3 l’f\:flﬁr,‘n'[ dr: Bd/:'avre.
De Rz Tz's Memoirs.
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every corrupted Humour in the State natrally gather

to him. On the contrary, a

very great, has always fome Boi ds, which termi.

nate both the Ho

- =~ 1 1T { Ty
res and rreteniio of the Perfon
I Tet

poflefs'd of it: The Laws mufl have provided a Re-

medy againit its

ftrate has much to fear,
Ufurpations : And as his

{fubmitted to, he has little Temptation and little Op-

portunity of extending

with te

may be obferved
and Religion. A new Sect ites fuch a Ferment
and is both oppofed and defended with fuch Vehe

mence, that it fpreads

its Partizans with

eftablifhed (JT&:':}::H, recommended by the Sanétion of

the Laws and of Antiquity.  Such 1
Novelty, that where any thing pleafes, it becomé:

eeable, if new; but, if it difpleales, 1t it

doubly ag
doubly difpleafing, upon that very Account. And,

in moftCs the Violence of Ene

to ambitious Proje@s, as well as the Zeal of Far-

tizans.

It mey farther be faid, that tho’ Men be very much
;,;m'ern’d by Intereft ; veteven Interelt itfelf, and all
1 3 1 1 1 . nT ’

human Affairs are merely govern'd by Opanign.  INOW,

there has been avery fudden and avery {fenfible Cha

in the Opinions of Men within thefe Jalt fif

Moit

by the Progrefs of Learning and of Liberty.

: : T -1 3
People, n this Ifland, have divelted themfelyes of all
f-‘-l"-l 3
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4 onan il ] KT i f - -‘ ri: ‘.'I
uperititions Revevence to Names and Aulhom'. : The

Clergy have eq itively loft their Credit : Their Preten-

fions and Dofyines have been ridicul'd ; and even

Relj ”.l Jn can ‘.‘t‘;::'-'

e fupport itfelf in the World. The

mere Name of King commands lictle Refpeé 5 and to

tallk of a King ns GO D’s Vicegerent upon Earth, or
L. (=]

to give him any of thofe magnificent T'itles, which
rormerly dazzied Mankind, would but excite Laugh-

ferin every éne.  'Tho the Crown, by Means of its

- Revenue, may maintain its Authority in Tines

13,

Pranquillity, upon private Intereft and Influence ;

1

=~‘H as the leaft Sheck or Convulfion muft break all
f l S o e T . > ~ P e o
cle Interefts to Pieces; the kingly Power, being no
longer fupported by the fettled Principles and Opihions
f Men, will immediately diffolve. Had Men been
in the fame Difpofition at the Rewolution, as they are
it 1'~|'cii-m. Monarchy would have run a great Rifque
f being entirely loft in this Ifland.

ts T [ ventureto deliver my own Sentiments
umidft thefe oppofite Arguments, I would affert, that

wlefs there happen fome extraordinary Convulfion,
the Power of the Crown, by Means of its large Re-
is rather upon the Increaf; though, a4t the
lame Time, Town, that itsProgrefs {feems to me very
flow, and almoft infenfible. The Tide has run long,

and with foire Rapidity, to the Side of pepular Go-
vernment, and is jult beginning to turn towards Mo-

(=]

R TR s o
¢ 15 well known,  thar Government muft

h 15 unavoidable to

oiie t0 3 Period, and that De
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the political as w ell as to the animal Body. But, as

one Kind of Death may be preferable to another, it

d. whether it be more defirable for the

may be enqui

Britij»> Conftitution to terminate in a popular Govern-

nent. or in abfolute Monarchy ¢ Here I would de-

clare frankly, that tho' Liberty be infinitely preferable

to Slavery, in almoft every Cafe ; yet I would much
rather wifh to fee an abfolute Monarch than a Repub-

lic in this [fland

wfider, what Kind of

L]
Rrpv_'n',-_n.' we have Reafon to expect.  The Quellion
y Republic,
may form a Plan of in his Clofet. There

is npot concerning any fine imag

which a Man
is no Doubt, but a popular Government may be ima-
gined mort perfect than abfolute Monarchy, or even
than our prefent C onftitution. But what Reafon have

we to expedt that any fuch Government will ever be

efablithed in Britaiz, upon the Diflolution of our

Monarchy ? If any fingle Perfonacquire Power enough
put it up a-new,
i}
3

we have had

alre ; {ufficient toconvince
us, that {u * refign his Power, or
eftal > 1

muft | ed their natural |

ton ; L H e of Comime

prefent Conftitution, muft be the only Legiflature in
{ "

I'he Inconveniences,

el fuch Affairs, prefent them-
jely | Houfe of C 5 L
| B\ ( elf, which is not to be
expefted, we may look for a civil War every Ele&tion.
If it continues itfelf, we fhall fuffer all the Tyranny



The BR1TisH GOVERNMENT. ~
of a Fa&ion, fub-divided into new Faltions. And as
{fuch a violent Government cannot long fubfift, we

fhall, at laft, after infinite Convulfions and Civil

Wars, find R

would have been happier for us to have eftablifhed

in abfolute Monarchy, which it

: A (Al N\ .
inning. Abfolute Monarchy,
¥

death, the true Eutbanafia of

peaceably from the Beg

b <
therefore, 1sthe eafieit 1
the Briti/p Conflitution

e . 3 ~ 1 o w, - o
'uus, if we have Reafon to be more jezlous of

Monarchy, becaufe the Danger 1s more imminent {from
that Quarter ; we have alfo Reafon to be more jealous
of popular Government, becaufe that Danger is more
terrible.  This may teach us a Leflon of Modersien

in all our political Controverfies.
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Of PARTIES in general,

(—\, Frall Men, that diftingui lyes by m
_)j morable Atchievements, the ficlt Place of H

nour, in my Opinion, is due to Lecisra7tol
and Founders of States, who tranfmit a Syftem of
Laws and Inftitutions to fecure the Peace, Happinef!

MNECIE
i

and Liberty of future Generations, The Influence
of ufeful Inventions in the Arts and Sciences may,
perhaps, extend farther than thofe of wife Laws,

1 1 Dlapa

whofe Effetts are limited both in Time and I

but the Benefit arifing from the former 15 not

ble as that which proceeds from the

tive Eciences do, 1 d, improve the Mind ; but

Advantage reaches only to a few Perfons, wino
'\ l'ld as to

have Leifure to apply themfelves to them.

e o iy | ke 2 - il »
praétical Arts, which increafe the Commodiues 06

Enjoyments of Life, ’tis well known, that Viens

pi

Happinefs confifts not {fo much in an Abundance of
thefe, as in the Peace and Security with wi

poflefs them ; and thofe Bleflings c:

from gﬂ(}d(jove:‘mncz\_:‘ Not to mention, that gencral
re-
ifite to Happinefs, can never arife from the mokt

refined
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refined Precepts of Philofophy, or even the feverelt
Injunéiens of Religion ; but muft proceed entirely
from the virtuons Education of the Youth, the Effeét
of wife Laws and Inftitutions. Imult, therefore, be
of a different Opinion from my Lord Ba cox in this
Particular, and muft regard Antiquity as fomewhat
unjuft in its Diftribution of Honour, when it made
Gods of all the Inventors of ufeful Arts, fuch as Ceres,
Bacchus, Aifadopins 5 and dignified Legiflators ; fuch
as Romulus and 7 befous, only with the Appellation of
Pomi-Gods, and Heroes.

As much as Legiflators and Founders of States
ought to be honoured and refpefted among Men, as
much ought the Founders of Sets and Fattions to be
detefted and hated ; becaufe the Influence of Fations
is direCtly contrary to that of Laws. Fa&ions fubvert
Government, render Laws impotent, and beget the
fierceft Animofities among Men of the {fame Nation,
who ought to give mutual Affiftance and Protetion to
each other. And what fhould render the Founders of
Faétions more odious is, the Difficulty of extirpating
Faétions, when once they have taken Rife in any State.
! 1 ey Batura Ily propagate themfelves for many Cen-
turies, and feldom end but by the total Diffolution of
that Government, in which they are planted. They
are, befides, Seeds which grow moft p}eniifully in the

richeft Solls ; and tho’ defpotic Governments be not
entirely free from them, it muft be confels'd, that they
rife more eafily, and propagate themfielves fafter in
{ree Governments, where they always infe& the Le-

gillature itfelf, which alone could beable, by the fteady

Dy Applica-
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Application of Rewards and Punithments, to eradi-
cate them.

F acTions or Parties may be divided into Pee-
soNnaL and Reav; that is, into Faétions founded
on perfonal Friendfhip or Animofity among thofe
who compofe the Faétions, and into thofe founded on
fome real Difference of Sentiment or Intereft. The
Reafon of this Diftinétion is obvious, tho’ I muftac-
knowledge, that Parties are feldom found pure and
unmixt, either of the one Kind or the other. "T'is not
often feen, that a Government divides into Faltions,
where there is no Difference in the Views of thefe
Fadtions, either real or apparent, trivial or material :
And in thofe Fa&tions, which are founded on the moft
real and moft material Difference, there is always ob-
ferved to beagreat deal of perfonal Animofity or Af-
fection.  But notwithftanding of this Mixture, aParty
wizy be denominated either perfonal or real, accord-
ing to that Principle which is predominant, and is
found to have the greateft Influence.

Prrsonar Faltions arife moft eafily in {mall Re-
publics. Every domeftic Quarrel becomes an Affair
of State. Love, Vanity, Emulation, any Paffion be-
gets public Divifion, as well as Ambition and Refent-
ment. The Ners and Bianchi of Florence, the Fregofi
and Adorni of Genoa, the Colonnefi and Or/fini of mo-
dern Rome, were Parties of this Kind.

M £ x have fuch a Propenfity to divide into perfo-

nal Fations, that the fmalleft Appearance of real
Dif-
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Difference will beget them. ~ What can be imagined
more trivial than the Difference betwixt one Colour
of Livery and another in Horfe-Races ! And yet this
Difference begot two moft inveterate Factions in the
Greek Empire, the Prafini and Veneti, who never fu-
fpended their Animofities, till they ruined that unhappy
Government.

W & find in the Roman Hiftory a very remarkable
Fa&ion betwixt two Tribes, the Pollia and Papiria,
which continued for the Space of near three hundred
Years, and difcovered itfelf in their Suffrages at every:
Ele@ion of Magiftrates *.  This Faction. was the
more remarkable, that it could continue for {o long a.
Traé of Time ; even tho’ it did not fpread itfelf,.
nor draw any of the other Tribes into a Share of the
Quarrel. If Mankind had not a firong Propenfity to
fuch Divifions, the Indifference of the reft of the:
Community muft have fupprefs’d this foolifh Animo-

* As this Fa& has not been much obferved by Antiquaries csv
Politicians, I fhall deliver it in the Words of the Roman Hifto-
rian. Populus Tufculanus cum conjugibus ac liberis Romam wenit ¢
Ea multitude, wefle mutata, & [pecie reorum tribus circuit, geni-
bus [e omnium adwvolvens, Plus itague mifericordia ad peene ve-
niam impetrandam, guam cafa ad crimen purgandum waluit.  Tri--
bus omnes, preeter Polliam, antiguarunt legem.  Pollie fententia-
fuit, puberes werberatos necari, liberos conjugefque [ub corona lege
belli wenive ; Memoriamque ejus ire Tufculanis in peene tam atro-
cis auctores manfiffe ad patris @tatem conflat 5 nec quemquam fere
ex Pollia tribu candidatum Papiriam ferre folitam, 'T. Livit,
lib. 8.  The Caffelani. and Nicolotti are two mobbifh Faétions
in Penice, who frequently box together, and then lay afide their
Quarrels prefently,

Ds fity,.
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mty, W 1'11,!‘:\.'. not any Aliment of new Penefit and

Injuries, of Sympathy

fail to take Place, when the whole State is rent

LWwo L‘Cl'“.i! rfactions

NoTHING 15 more ufuz

in upon a real Differe nce, continue even af

loft. When Men

they are united,

Antagonifts : And thefe Paflions

rhibbellines to the

y of 8forfa, who were 1
or, though they were (

Emperor ; and yet

All

ce with the En

the King * of France, al

and the Ghibbeltines, the
and they form’d Leag

with i the Emperor.

T e Civil Wars, which arofe fr}mr- few Years ago

0, betwixt the Rlacks and Whites , merely on

L'._.rmplt_:x;t)m are i'uu-,-.._‘;LJ on a very
We laugh at them ; but T be-

iy examin'd, we

o the Moors.

* Lewrs XIith,
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They are, in my Opinion, more abfurd than the
Moorifp Civil Wars. The Difference of Complexion
is a {enfible and a real Difference : But the Difference
about an Article of Faith, which is utterly abfurd and
unintelligible, is not a real Difference of Sentiments,
but only a Difference of a few Phrafes and Expref-
fions, which one Party accepts of, without under-
ftanding themn ; and the other refufes, in the fame
Manner. Befides, I do not find, that the Whites in
Morocco ever impos'd on the Blacks any Neceflity of

altering their Complex 'um or threaten'd them with
Inquifitions and penal Laws in ¢z ife of Obftinacy : Nor
have the Bluchs been more unréeafonable in this Par-
ticular. But isa Man's Opinion, where he is able to
form a real Opinion, more at his Ihipu.al than bis
Complexion ? And can one be induc 'd by Force or
Fear to do more than paint and difguife in the one

Cafe aswell as in tne other ¢

R E AL Faftions may bedivided into Faltions from’
Lf!e'nﬂ, from P :urr;':’; 5 and from z.'“.:';-’a CELGM. Of all’
FaQions, thofe from Intereft are the moft realonable,
and the moft c\:Cufe.':_'-le. Where two Orders of Men,
{uch as the Nobles and People, have a diftinét Autho-
tity in a Government, that is not very accurately ba-
lanc'd and modell’d, they naturally follow a diftinct
Intereft ; nor can we reafonably expeét a different
Conduét from that Degree of Selfithnefs, which isim-
planted in hunan Natare. It requires very great Skill
in a Legiflator to prevent {uch Faftions ; and many
Philofophers are of Opinion, that th:s Secret, likethe
&rand Elixiry, or Perpetual Motion, may amufe Men

D 6 in
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in Theory, but can never poflibly be reduc'd to Prac-
tice. In defpotic Governments, indeed, Faflions of-
ten do not appear ; but they are never the lefs real ; oy
rather, they are more real and more pernicious, upon
that very Account. 'The diftinét Orders of Men, No-
bles and People, Soldiers and Merchants, have all a
diftin& Intereft ; but the more Powerful opprefles the
Weaker with Impunity, and without Refiftance ;
which begets a feeming Tranquillity in fuch Govern-
ments,

Tuxr e has been an Attempt to divide the /Janded
and trading Intereft in England ; but without Succefs.
The Intereft of thefe two Bodies is not really diftint,
and never will be fo, till our public Debts increafe to
{uch a Degree, astobecome altogether oppreffive and
Intolerable.

P arTYEs from Principles, efpecially abftrat fpe-
culative Principles, are known only to modern Times,
and are, perhaps, the moft extraordinary and unac-
countable Phenomena, that have ever yet appear'd in
human Affairs. ~ Where different Principles beget a
Contrariety of Condud, as all different political Prin-
ciples do, the Matter may be more eafily explain’d.
A Man, who efteems the true Right of Government
to lye in one Man, or one Family, cannot eafily agree
with his Fellow-Citizen, who thinks, that another
Man or Family 1s poflefs’d of this Right.  Each na-

turally withes that Right may take Place, according to
his own Notions of it.  But where the Difference of
Principles begets no Contrariety of Aétion, but each

G 'dy
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may follow his own Way, without interfering with
his Neighbour, as happens in all religious Controver-
fies ; what Madnefs, what Fury can beget fuch un-
happy and fuch fatal Divifions ?

T w o Men, travelling on the Highway, the one
Eaft, the other Weft, can eafily pafs each other, if the
Way be broad enough : But two Men, reafoning upon
oppofite Principles of Religion, cannot {o eafily pafs,
without fhocking ; tho’ one fhould think, that the
Way were alfo, in that Cafe, fufficiently broad, and
that each might proceed, without Interruption, in his
own Way. But fuch is the Nature of the human
Mind, that it always takes hold of every Mind that
approaches it ; and as it is wonderfully firengthen’'d
and corroborated by an Unanimity of Sentiments, fo
it is fhock’d and difturb’d by any Contrariety. Hence
the Eagernefs, which moft People difcover in a Dif-
pute ; and hence their Impatience of Oppofition, even
in the moft fpeculative and indifferent Opinions.

Tu1s Principle, however frivolous it may appear,
{feems to have been the Origin of all religious Wars
and Divifions. But, as this Principle is univerfal in
human Nature, its Effe&ts would not have been con-
fin'd to one Age, and to one Sect of Religion, did it
not there concur with other more accidental Caufes,
which raife it to fuch a Height, as to produce the
higheft Mifery and Devaftation. Moft Religions of the
ancient World arofe in the unknown Ages of Govern-
ment, when Men were as yet barbarous and unin-
ftructed, and the Prince, as well as Peafant, was dif-

pos'd
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embrac’d the Religion of the People, and enter
o

cordially into the Care of facred Matters, naturally

acquir'd an Authority in them, and united the Ec-
elefiaftical with the Civil Power. But the C/

Religion arifing, while Principles direftly oppofite

to it were firmly eftablifh'd in the polite Part of the

World, who defpie’d the Nation that f
this Novelty; no Wonder, that in fuch Circumitance
*d by the Civil M:

it was bat little countenar

and that the Priefthon

Autharity in the new Sedt.

make of this Pewer, even in thofe carly Times, that

the Perfecutions of
.PEH ’ be E‘.lli.'ﬂb d e Llll.‘ ‘J']l_:‘_r_[‘._l'g- ;,!'l['ll_iﬁ { by them (1ito

ity may, perhaps m

sheir Followers.  And the fame Principles of Py
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the Ancients were as great Friends 7

ot Dutch are at prefent.  Uhe Laws agu serftition |

were very ancient among the Romans y BOCSL
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Kind of Perfecution. Ina
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of the Roman Manners had not,

frorn their ancient Prejudices. Swetemius in wila

s an Seftance of the ufual Caution and Moderation of the Ro=

taudi, 'This

mid
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the eftablifh'd Religion, they have engender'd a Spirit
of Perfecution, which has ever fince been the Poifon
of human Society, and the Source of the moft inves
terate Factions in every Government. Such Factions,
therefore, on the Part of the People, may jultly be
efteem’d Faftions of Principle , but, on the Part of
the Priefts, who are the prime Movers, they are really
Faétions. of Interift.

Tuers is another Caufe (befide the Authority of
the Priefts, ard the Separation of the Ecclefiaftical
and Civil Powers) that has contributed to render Chr-
Sfeudase the Scene of religions Wars and Divifions.
Religions, that arife in Ages totally ignorant and bar-
barous, confit mofily of traditional Tales and Fie=
tons, which may be very different in every Se&, with-
euat being contrary to cach other; and even when they
are contrary, every one adheres to the Traditionm: of
his own Seét, without much Reafoning or Difputation
But as Philofophy wes widely fpread over the World,
at the Time that Chriftianity arofe, the Teachers of
the new Sect were oblig'd to forma Syftem of fpecu-
lative Opinions ; to divide, with fome Accuracy,
their Articles of Faith ; and to explain, comment,
confute, and confirm with all the Subtilty of Argu-
ment and Science.  From hence naturally arofe K.een-

mans in fuch Cafes ; and very different from their violent and
fanguinary Method of treating the Chriflians, Hence we may
entertain a Sufpicion, that thofe furious Pexfecutionsof Chrifi.
anity were, in fome Meafure, owing to the imprudent Zeal and
Jigotry of the firft Propagators of that Seét ; and Ecclefiaftical
Hiftory affords us many Reafon: nfirm this Sufpicion,

1nels
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nefs in Difpute, when Chriftianity came to be fplit
into new Divifions and Herefies: And this Keennefs
affifted the Priefts in their pernicious Policy, of beget-
ting a mutual Hatred and Antipathy among their de-
luded Followers. Sets of Philofophy, in the ancient [
World, were more zealous than Parties of Religion ;
but, in modern Times, Parties of Religion are more
furious and enrag'd than the moft cruel Faftions that
ever arofe from Intereft and Ambition,
I wave mention'd Parties from Affeion as a
Kind of real Parties, befide thofe from Zuterefi and
Principle. By Parties from AffeCtion, I underftand
thofe which are founded on the different Affettions
of Men towards particular Families and Perfons,
whom they defire to rule over them. Thefe Parties
are often very violent ; though, I muft own, it is
fomewhat unaccountable, that Men fhould attach
themfelves {o firongly to Perfons, whom they are no
Way acquainted with, whom perhaps they never faw,
and from whom they never received, nor can ever
hope for any Favour. Yet this we find often to be
the Cafe, and even with Men, who, on other QOcca-
fions, difcover no great Generofity of Spirit, nor are
found to be eafily tranfported by Friendfhip beyond
i their own Intereft, Weare apt, I know not how, to
think the Relation betwixt us and our Sovereign very
clofe and intimate. The Splendor of Majefty and ;
Power beftows an Importance on the Fortunes even
of a fingle Perfon.  And when a Man's Good-nature

does not give him thisi ginary Intereft, his I1l-nature
will do it, from Spite and Oppofition toPerfons whofe
Sentiments are different from his own.

ESSAY
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Of the PART1Es of GREAT-
BRI1ITAIN.

ERE the Britifp Government propofed as a
W Subje of Speculation to a ftudious Man, he
would immediately perceive in it a Source of Divifion
and Party, which it would be almoft impofiible for it
in any Adminiftration, to avoid. The juft Balance
betwixt the Republican and Monarchical Part of our
Conftitation is really, in itfelf, fo extreme delicate
and uncertain, that when join'd to Mens Paffions and
Prejudices, ’tis impoffible but different Opinions muft
arife concerning it, even among Perfons of the beft
Underftanding. Thofe of mild Tempers, who love
Peace and Order, and deteft Sedition and Civil Wars,
will always entertain more favourable Sentiments of
Monarchy, than Men of bold and generous Spirits,
who are paflionate Lovers of Liberty, and think no
Evil comparable to Subje@tion and Slavery. And tho’
all reafonable 'Men agree in general to preferve our
mix'd Government ; yet when they come to Particu-
lars, fome will incline to truft larger Powers to the
Crown, to beftow on it more Influence, and to guard

againft




againft its Encroachments with lefs Caution, thana
others who are terrified at the moft diftant Ap proache

of Tyrar

ties of PRINCIPLE iny

ny and defpoticPower.  Thus th

our Conflitution, which may properly enough be d
nominated + Court and Couxrry Part] The
Strength and Violence of each of thefe Parties will
much depend upon the particular Adminiftration. An
Adminiftration may be fo bad, as to throw a great
Majority into the Country Party

vy ; as a good Admini-
ftration will reconcile to the Court ma f the moft
paflionate Lovers of Liberty. But, however the Na-
tion may flutuate betwixt thefe two Parties, the Par-
ties will always fubfift, as long as we are govern'd by
a limited Monarchy

7 (

Bu T, befides this Difference of P inciple, thofe
Parties are very much fomented by a Difference of
IwrTerEST, without which they could fcarce ever

be dangerous or violent. The Crown will naturally

t Thefe Words have become of genersl Ufe
1 fhall employ them, without intending to e

univerfal Blame of the one Party 5 orA other,
The Cou ¥ 17 no Doubt, on confult
of the Country, and the Country-Party opjofe
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the Optimates to be fuch as, i e | Condutt, 10-
gulated themfelves by the Seatiments of the beft and worthicit
of the Romans : Pro Sextio, The 7 rm of Country-Party may
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But it would be Folly to draw an

and ¥ have no Resard toit in em
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beftow all its Truft and Power upon thofe, whofe
Principles, real or pretended, arc moft favourable to
Monarchical Government ; and this Temptation will
naturally engage them to go greater Lengths than their
Principles would otherwife carry them. Their An-
tagonifts, who are difappointed in thelr ambitious
Aims, throw themfelves into the Party whofe Princi-
ples incline them to be moft jealous of Royal Power,
and naturally carry thofe Principles to a greater Length
than found Pelitics will juftify. Thus, the Court and
Country Parties, which are the genuine Factions of
the Britifh Government, are a Kind of mixt Parties,
and are influenced both by Principle and by Intereft.
The Heads of the Parties are commonly moft go-
verned by the latter Motive ; the inferior Members of
them by the former. Imuft be underftood to mean
this of Perfons who have Motives for taking Party on
any Side. For, to tell the Trath, the greateft Part
are commonly Men who affociate themfelves they
know not why ; from Example, from Paffion, from
Idlenefs. But ftill it is requifite there be fome Soutce
of Divifion, either in Principle or Intereft ; other-
wife {uch Perfons would not find Parties, to which
they counld affociate themfelves.

As'to Ecclefiaftical Parties ; we may obferve, that,
in all Ages of the World, Priefts have been Enemies
to Liberty +, and ’tis certain, that this fteady Condué&t

| /

of

+ This Propofition is true, notwithftanding, that in the early
Times of the Englifb Government, the Clergy were the great
and principal Oppofers of the Crown : But, at that Time, theis

Pofleflions
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of theirs muft have been founded on fixt Reafons of
Intereft and Ambition. Liberty of Thinking, and of
exprefling our Thoughts, is always fatal to Prieftly
Power, and to thofe pious Frauds, on which it is
commonly founded ; and, by an infallible Connexion,
which is found among every Species of Liberty, this
Privilege can never be enjoy’d, atlealt, has never yet
been enjoy’'d, but in a free Government. Hence it
muft happen, that in fuch a Government ac that of
Britain, that the eftablifh’d Cln.'rtt'}'. while ‘I'i.illg‘ are
in their natural Situation, will always be of the Cours-
Party; as, on the contrary, Diffenters of all Kinds
will beof the Country-Party ; fince they can never hope
for that Toleration they ftand in need of] but by Means
of our free Government. All Princes, that have aimed
at defpoticPower, have known this Important Intereft
of gaining the eftablifh’'d Clergy : As the Clergy, on
their Side, have fhewna great Facility of entring into
the Views of fuch Princes. Guflavus Vaza was, per-
haps, the onlyambitious Monarch, that ever deprefs'd
the Church, at the fame Time, that he difcouraged
Liberty. But the exorbitant Power of the Bifhops in
Sawveden, who, at that Time, overtop'd the Crown,
along with their Attachment to a foreign Family, was
the Reafon of his embracing fuch an unufual Syftem
of Politics.

Turs Obfervation concerning the Propenfity of
Pricfts to defpotic Power, and to the Government of

Poffeflions were fo immenfely great, that they compofed a con-
fiderable Part of the Proprietors of Errga’un;f, and in many Con-
tefts were direct Rivals of the Crown,

a fingle
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afingle Perfon, is not true with regard to one Seét
only. The Presbyterian and Calvinifiic Clergy in
Holland were always profefs’d Friends to the Power of
theFamily of Orange ;5 as the Arminians, who were
efteem’d Heretics, were always of the Louwefein
Faétion, and zealous for Liberty. But if a Prince has
the Choice of both, ’tis eafy to fee, that he will prefer
the Epifcopal to the Prefbyterian Form of Govern-
ment ; both becaufe of the greater Affinity betwixt
Monarchy and Epifcopacy, and becaufe of the Faci-
lity which a Prince finds, in fuch a Government, of
ruling the Clergy, by Means of their Ecclefiaftical
Superiors.

I r we confider the firft Rife of Parties in England,
during the Civil Wars, we fhall find, that it was ex-
ally conformable to this general Theory, and that
the Species of the Government gave Birth to thefe
Parties, by a regular and infallible Operation. The
Engli/b Conftitution, before that Time, had lain in a
Kind of Confufion ; yet{o, as that the Subjeéts pof-
fefs'd many noble Privileges, which, though not, per-
haps, exaétly bounded and fecur’d by Law, were uni-
verfally deem’d, from long Poflefiion, to belong to
them as their Birth-Right.  An ambitious, or rather
an ignorant, Prince arofe, who efteem’d all thefe Pri-
vileges to be Conceflions of his Predeceffors, revoca-
ble at Pleafure ; and, in Profecution of this Principle,
he openly aéted in Violation of Liberty, during the
Courfe of feveral Years. Neceffity, atlaft, conftrain’d
him to call a Parliament : The Spirit of Liberty arofe
and fpread itfelf : The Prince, being without any

1 Support,
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rt, Was (J]J:é?"\,\.l to grant every thing required
of him: And his Enemies, j slous and implacable,
fot no Bounds to their Pretenfions.  Flere then begun
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I' 5 £ Clergy had concurr’d, inathamelefs Manmmer,
with the Ring’s arbitrary Defigns, according to their
ufual N[.‘..\J.]AJ in fuch Cafes : And, in Return, were

llow'd to perfecute their Adverfaries, whom they

L:I‘d JHeretics and Schifmatics. The eftablifh’d Cler-
gy were j:‘pzicopal; the Non-conformifts Presbyterian :
5o that all Things concurr’d to throw the former,
without Referve, into the King's Party ; and the lat-
ter into that of theParliament. 'The Czualicrs being
the Court-Party, and the Round-heads the Country-
Party, the Union was infallible betwixt the former
and the eftablifh’d Prelacy, and betwixt the latter and
Presbyterian Non-conformifts.: This Union is {fo na-
tural, according to the general Principles of Politics,
that it requires fome very extraordinary Situation of
Affairs to break it.

Every one knows the Event of this Quarrel ;
fatal to the King firft, and to the Parliament after-
wards.  After many Confufions and Revolutions, the

Royal Family was at laft reftor’d, and the Govern-

,,‘
)

ment eftablifhi’d on the {ame Footing as before.
arles 11, was not made wifer by the dreadful Exam-
ple of his Father ; but profecuted the fame Meafures,
ho'at firft, with more Secrecy and Caution. New Par-
ties arofe, under the Appellations of Wrr1c and
T ory, which have continued ever fince to con-
found and diftra& our Government. What the Na-
ture is of thefe Parties, is, perhaps, one of the moft

i

difficult Queftions that can be metwith, and is a Proof,
at Hiftory mayeconiainLrobiems,. as.4nceriainasw.

any that are to lic fountd b ViichB bRt ablitak §Eiénces.

W c
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We have {een the Conduét of thefe two Parties, during
the Courfe of Seventy Years, in a vaft Variety of Cir-
cumftances, poflefs'd of Power, and depriv'd of it,
during Peace and during War : We meet with Per-
fons, who profefs themfelves of one Side or t'other,
every Hour, in Company, in our Pleafures, in our
ferious Occupations : We ourfelves are conftrain'd,
in 2 Manner, to take Party ; and living in a Country
of the higheft Liberty, every one may openly declare
all his Sentiments and Opinions : And yet we are at
a Lofs to tell the Natare, Pretenfions, and Principles
of the two Parties. The Queftion is, perhaps, in it-
felf, fomewhat difficult; but has been render'd more
fo, by the Prejudices and Violence of Party.

W it £ n we compare the Parties of Whig and Tory, 0
thofe of Round-bead and Cawalier, the moft obvious
Difference, that appears betwixt them, confiits in the
ve Obedience, and indefeafibl Right,

Doétrines of p
which were but little heard of among the Caaliers
but became the univerfal Doétrine, and were efteem’d
the true Charatteriftic of a Tory. Were thefe Princi-
ples pufh’d into their moft obvious Confequences,
they imply a formal Renunciation of all our Liberties,
and an Avowal of abfolute Monarchy ; fince nothing
can bea greater Abfurdity than a limited Power, which
muit not be refitted, even when it exceeds its Limita-
tions. But as the moft rational Principles are often
but a weak Counterpoife to Paffion ; 'tis no Wonder,

that thefe abfurd Principles, fufficient, according to 2

juitly celebrated + Author, to fhock the common St nfe of

4+ Duflertation on Parties, Letter 2ds

a _HOT‘
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a HorTENTOT Or Samolepe, were found too weak
fer that Effe€t. The Tories, as Men, were Enemies
to Oppreflion ; and alfo, as Ewugli/bmen, they were
Enemies to defpotic Power.  Their Zeal for Liberty,
was, perhaps, lefs fervent than that of their Antago-
nifts ; but was fufficient to make them forget all their
general Principles, when they faw themfelves openly
threatned with a Subverfion of the ancient Govern-
ment. From thefe Sentiments arofe the Rewvolurion ;
an Event of mighty Confequence, and the firmelt
Foundation of Briti/b Liberty. The Conduét of the
Tories, during that Event, and after it, will afford us
a wue Infight into the Nature of that Party.

I w the fir/t Place, They appear to have had the Sen-
timents of true Britens in their AffeClion to Liberty,
and in their determin'd Refolution not te facrifice it
to any abftratt Principles whatfoever, or to any ima-
ginary Rights of Princes. This Part of their Cha-
racter might juftly have been doubted of before the
Rewolution, from the obvious Tendency of their
avow'd Principles, and from their almoft unbounded
Compliances with a Court, that made little Secret of
s arbitrary Defigns.  The Rewolution hew'd them
wave been, in this Refpe, nothing but a genuine

Court-Party, fuch as might be expeted in a Britifh
Government : That is, Lowers of Liberty, but greater
Lowers of Morarely. It muft, however, be confeft,
that they carry’d their monarchical Principles further,
even in Pradice, but more fo in Theory, than was,
i any Degree, confiftent with a limited Govern-
nent

E Secondly,




o3 Biss &Y Xk

ceondly, Ne 1T ner their Principles nor Affec-
tions concurr'd, entirely or heartily, with the Settle-
ment made at the Rewolution, or with that which has
fince taken Place. 'This Part of their Charatter may
feem contradictory to theformer; fince any other Set-
tlement, in thofe Circumftances of the Nation, muft
probably have been dangerous, if not fatal to Liberty.
But the Heart of Man is made to reconcile Contra-
diftions ; and this ContradiGtion is not greater than
that betwixt Paffive Obedience, and the Refiffance em-
ploy'd at the Rewolution. A Tory, therefore, fince
the Rewolution, may be defin'd ina few Words to be s
Lover of Monarchy, the aithout abandoning Liberty;
and a Partizan of the Family of STuarT. Asa Whig
may be defin'd to be a Lover of Liberty, the’ without
renouncing Monarchy ;5 and a Friend to the Settlement in

zhe Proteftant Line *.
THESE

#* The celebrated Writer above-cited has afferted, that the
R E a 1 Diftinction betwixt #hig and Tory was loft at the Re-
wolution, and that ever fince they havescontinued to be mere
perfonal Parties, like the Guelfs and Ghiblellines, after the Em-
perors had 10ft all Authority in Italy, ~Such an Opinion, were
it réceived,. would turn our whole Hiftory into an /Enigma.

I fhall ﬁrﬂ mention, as a Proof of a real Diftinction betwixt
thefe Parties, what every one may have obferv’d or heard con=
cerning the Conduét and Converfation of all his Friends and Ac*
quaintance on both Sides, Have not the Tories always bore 20
avowed Affe@ion to the Family of Stuart, and have not their
Adverfaries always oppofed with Vigour the Succeffion of that
Family ?

The Tory Principles are confeffedly the moft fayourable t0

fomarchy, et the Tories have almoft always oppofed the
Court

il S ——
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Trese different Views, with regard to the Set-
tlement of the Crown, are accidental, but natural
Additions to the Principles of the Court and Country
Parties, which are the genuine Parties of the Briti/h

Court thefe fifty Years ; nor were they cordial Friends to King
William, even when employ’d by him, Their Quarrel, there~
fore, cannot be fuppofed to have lain with the Throne, but with
the Perfon who fat on it,

They concurr’d heartily with the Court during the four Jaf
Years of Queen Aune, But is any one at a Lofs to find the
Reafon ?

The Succeffion of the Crownin the Britifb Government ia
a Point of too great Confequence to be ablolutely indifferent to
Perfons, who concern themfelves, in any Degree, about the
Fortune of the Public 3 much lefs can it be fuppos’d, that the
Tory Party, who never valu’d themfelves upon Moderation,
could maintain a Steical Indifference in a Point of fo great Ime-
portance, Were they, therefore, zealous for the Houfe of Ha-
never 2 Or was there any thing, that leept an oppofite Zeal from
openly appearing, if it did not openly appear, but Prudence,
and a Senfe of Deaency ?

"Tis monfttous to fee 2n efablith’a Epifcopal Clergy in de-
clar’d Oppofition to the Court, and a Non-conformift Prefby-
terian Clergy in Conjunétionwith it.  What can produce fuch
an unnatural Conduét in both ? Nothing, but that the former
have efpoufed Monarchical Principles too high for the prefent
Scttlement, which is founded on Principles of Liberty : And
the latter, being afraid of the Prevalence of thofe high Princi=
ples; adhere to that Party, from whom they have Reafon to
expe€t Liberty and Tolerations

The different Condu@ of the two Parties, with regard to
foreign Politics, is alfo a Proof to the fame Purpofe, Holland
has always been moft favour’d by one, and France by the other.
In fhort, the Proofs of this Kind feem fo palpable and evident,
that "tis almoft needlefs to colle@ them,

E2 Government.
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Government. A paflionate Lover of Monarchy 1s
apt to be difpleafed at any Change of the \LIL(L‘T.\II. :
as favouring too much of a Commonwealth : A pafl-

fionate Lover of Liberty is apt to think :}!:Jt every

ght to be {ubordinate to t

Interefts of Liberty. "Tis however remarkable, that

Part of the Government

tT"f‘L'"’jl the Pri aJC'lI' €5 of 44 401y be both of
them of a Com ﬂo'tnl Nature ; yet the Ingr
which pre edominated in both, were not correfpondent

tn each other, A Tory loved Monarchy, and bore an

ents,

fiion. to the Family of Siuart; but the latter Af-

feftion was the pr edominant Inclination of the Party.

.'X ;[’f‘,‘("’ if}'.'{'kt I

y = e
tlement in

rty, and was 2 Friend to the Set.

I'tY,

ant Line ; but the Love of Li-

10101, |

berty was prof: predominant Incli

The Tortes have fl'(_".'il.\",!'_],‘_\f alted as Rept 1blicans,
where cither Policy or Revenge has engag ag'd them to
shat Conduét ; and there were none of that Party,
who, upon the Supy ofition, that they were to be dif
appointed in their Views with regard to the Succeflion,
would not have defiredto impofe the ftrictelt Limita-
tions on the Crown, and to bring our Form of Go-
rnment as near Republican as pofiible, in order to

¢ Family, that, according to their ".H*rt.‘

{uccee without any juft Title. The /7%

17

tis true, havealio taken Stef

s dangerous to Libertys
r of fecuring the Succeffion and Settle-
But
Suc-

Li-

ment of the Crown, according to their Views :
ds the .[’md_y of the l’:n'zj.- had no ]’:tH".r‘-n for that

ceffion, otherwife than as the Means of fecuring

berty, they have been betray’d into thefe Steps by Ig-

norance or Frailty, or the Intereft of their Leaders.

The
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The Succeflion of the Crown was, thercfore, the chief
Point with the Toriee : The Security of our Liberties
with the W%ige.  Not is this feeming Irregularity at
all difficult to be accounted for, by our prefent Theory.
Court and Courtry Parties are the true Parents of Tory
and #hig.  But ’us almoft impoflible, that the At-
tachment of the Court Party to Monarchy fhould not
degencrate into an Attachment to the Monarch ; there
being fo clofe a Connexion betwixt them, and the
latter being fo much the more natural Obje&t. How
ealily does the Worfhip of the Divinity degenerate
into a Worfhip of the Idol ? The Connexion is not
fo great betwixt Liberty, the Divinity of the old
Country Party or Whigs, and any Monarch or Royal
Family ; noris it fo reafonable to fuppofe, that, in that
Party, the Worfhipcan {o eafily be transferr’d from the
one to the other.  Tho’ even that would beno great
Miracle,

"Tis difficalt to penetrate into the Thoughtsand
Sentiments of any particular Man ; but 'tis almoft im-
poflible to diftinguifh thofe of a whole Party, where
it often happens, that no two Perfons agree precifely
in the fame Way of thinking. Yet I will venture to
affirm, that it was not fo muchPrINcCIPLE, Or an
Opinion of indefeazible Right, that attach'd the Ze-
zies to the ancient Royal Family, as Arrecriox, or
a certain Love and Efteem for their Perfons. The
fame Caufe divided England formerly betwixt the
Houfes of ¥urh and Lancafler, and Scotland, betwixt
the Families of Bruce and Balio/ ; imiaisAge, when
political Difputes were but little in Fafhion, :and whea

1D poli-
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political Principles muft of Courfe have had but little
influence on Mankind. The Doérine of pafiive Obe-
dience is {fo abfurd in itfelf, and fo oppofite to our Li-
berties, that it fecms to have been chicfly left to Pul-
pit-Declaimers, and to their deluded Followers among
the Mob.

. 1 i

Men of better Senfe were guided by 4

e&ion 3 and as to the Lieaders of this Party, ’tis pro-
: ) ]

bable, that Zstereff was their chief Motive, and that
they atted more contrary to their private Sentiments,
than the Leaders of the oppofite Party, Tho’ 'tis al-
noft impoflible to maintain with Zeal the Right of
any Perfon or Family, without acquiring a Good-will

to them, and cl ing the Prin .';af; into Affedtion

yet this is lefs natural to People of an elevated Sta-
tion and liberal Education, who have had ample Op-
the Weaknefs, Folly, and Ar.
and have found them to be no-

portanity of obferving

inferior, to the reft of
therefore, of being Heads
of a Party does often, with {uch People, ‘it pply the

Place both-of Principle and Affeétion.

i
lankind. The fw

S o m.E, who will not venture to affert, that the real
Difference betwixt Whig and Tory was loft at the Re-
wwolution, feem inclin’d to think, that the Difference is
siow abolifh’d, and that Affairs are fo far returned to
their natural State, that there are at prefent no other
Parties amongft us but Court and Country ; that 15
Men, who by Intereft or Principle are attach'd either
to Monarchy or to Liberty. It muft, indeed, be con-
feft, that theTory Party feem, of late, to have decay’d

much in their Numbers ; fill more in their Zmld;
an
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and I may venture to fay, ftll more in their Credit
and Authority.  There are few Men of Knowledge

or L(ﬂrﬂinib at leaft, few I’hﬂofophcrs, fince M.
Locke has wrote, who would not be atham'd to be
thought of that Party ; and in almoft all Companies
the Name of OLp Whic is mention'd as an uncon-
teftable Appellation of Honour and Dignity. Ac-
cordingly, the Enemies of the Miniftry, as a Re-
proach, call the Courtiers, the true Torivs ; and as an
Honour, denominate the Gentlemen in the Oppofition
the true Whigs. 'The Tories have been {o long oblig'd
totalk in the Republican Stile, that they feem to have
made Converts of themfelyes by their Hypocrify,
and to have embrac’d the Sentiments, as well as Lan-
guage of their Adverfaries. There are, however,
very confiderable Remains of that Party in Eugland,
with all their old Prejudices ; and a Proof, that Comrt
and Country are not our only Parties, is, that almoft
all the Diffenters fide with the Court, and the lower
Clergy, atleaft, of the Church of England, with the
Oppofition. 'This may convince us, that fome Byafs
itill hangs upon our Conftitution, fome extrinic
Weight, which turns it from its natural Courfe, and
caufes a Confufion in our Parties.

I suavry conclude this Subje& with obferving,
that we never had any Tories in Scotlend, according to
the proper Signification of the Word, and that the
Divifion of Parties in this Country was really into
Whigs and Facobites. A Facobite feems to be a Tory,
who has no Regard to the Conftitution, but is either
a zealous Partizan of abfolute Monarchy, or at leaft

E 4 willing
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e our Liberties to the obtaining the

willing to fac:
Succellion in that Family to which he is attach’d. The

Reafon of the Difference betwixt Ergland and- Scot-
S5

be this : Our }'<,1iti«::\l and our religious
his Country, have been, {ince the Rewve-
[uticn, regularly correlf ondent to each ether. 'The

Preskterians were all Whigs without Exception :
Thofe who favour'd Epifcspacy, of the opp fite Party.

And a5 the Clergy of the lattcr Sedt were tart ’d out of
their Churches at the Rewolution, they had no Motive

for making any Compliances % ith the Government ia

their Oaths or Forr avers, but openly avowed

the higheft Principles of their Party ; which is the
Caufe, why their Followers have been more bare-
fac’d and violent than their Brethren of the Tory
Party in Englend.
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Of SupersTITION and EN-
THUSIASM,

HAT the Corruption of the [J.-_",'? Things produces the

wworf?, 1s grown into a Maxim, andis commonly
prov'd, among other Inftances, by the pernicious Ef-
fe&ts of Superfiition and Enthufiafm, the Corraptions
of true Religion.

TresE two Species of falfe Religion, tho' both
pernicious, are yet of a very different, and even of a
contrary Nature. The Mind of Man is {ubjeét to cer-
tain unaccountable Terrors and Apprehenfions, pro-
ceeding either from the unhappy Situation of private
or public Affairs, from ill Health, from a gloomy
and melancholy Difpofition, or from the Concarrence
of all thefe Circumftances.. ¥n{uch a State of Mind,
infinite unknown Evils are dreaded from unknown
Agents; and where real Objeéts of Terror are want-
ing, the Soul, altive to its own Prejudice, and fofter-
ing its predominant Inclination, finds imaginary
Ones, to whofe Power and Malevolence it fets no Li-
mits,  As thefe Enemies are entirely invifible an un-
known, the Methods taken to appeale them are equally

E'g unacs
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unaccountable, and confit in Ceremonies, Ob-
{ervances, Mortifications, Sacrifices, Prefents, or in
any Practice, however abfurd and frivolous, which
either Folly or Knavery recommends to a blind and
terrify’d Credulity. Weaknefs, Fear, Melancholy,
along with Ignorance, are, therefore, the true Sources
of SurersTITION.

countable Elevation and Prefumption, proceeding
from profperous Succefs, from luxuriant Health, from
ftrong Spirits, or from a bold and confident Difpofi
tion. Infucha State of Mind, the Imagination fwvells
with great, but confus'd Conceptions, to which no
fublunary Beauties or Enjoyments can correfpond.
Every thing mortal and perifhable vanifhes as unwor-
thy of Attention. And a full Range is given to the
Fancy in the invifible Regions or World of Spirits,
where the Soul is at Liberty to indulge itfelf in every
Imagination, that may beft fuit its prefent Talte and
Difpofition. Hence arife Raptures, Tranfports, and
furprizing Flights of Fancy ; and Confidence and
Prefumption ftill increafing, thefe Raptures, being
altogether .unaccountable, and feeming quite beyond
the Reach of our ordinary Faculties, are astributed to
the immediate Infpiration of that Divine Being who 1s
the Obje& of Devotion. In a little Time, the in-
{pir'd Perfon comes to regard himfelf as the chief Fa-
vourite of the Divinity ; and when this Frenzy once
takes Place, which is the Summit of FEnthufia{ms
every Whimfy is confecrated : Human Reafon, and
even Morality are rejeted as fallacious Guides : And
the
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the Fanatick Madman delivers himfelf over, blindly,
and without Referve, to the fuppofed Illapfes of the
Spirit, and to Inf{pirations from above. Hope, Pride,
Prefamption, a warm Imagination, along with Igno-
rance, are, therefore, the true Sources of ENTHU-

S1ASM.

Turse two Species of falfe Religion might af-
ford Occafion to many Speculations y but I fhall con-
fine myfelf, at prefent, to a few Reflections concern-
ing their different Influence on Government and So-

ciety.

My firft Reflettion is, That Superflition is favoura-
ble to prieflly Power, and Enthufiafm as much or rather
more contrary to ity than {ar::m’ Reafon and Philofophy.
As Superftition is founded on Fear, Sorrow, and a
Depreflion of Spirits, it reprefents the Perfon to him-
felf in fuch defpicable Colours, that he appears un-
worthy, in his own Eyes, of approaching the Divine
Prefence, and naturally has Recourfe to any other
Perfon, whofe San&ity of Life, or, perhaps, Impu-
dence and Cunning, have made him be fuppofed tobe
more favoured by the Divinity. To him the Super-
ftitious entruft their Devotions : To his Care they re-
commend their Prayers, Petitions, and Sacrifices :
And, by his Means, hope to render their Addreflgs
acceptable to their incenfed Deity. Hence the Origin
of *PrigsTs, who may juftly be regarded as one of

the

% By Priefis, 1 here mean only the Pretenders to Power and
Dominion, and to a fuperior Sandtity of Character, diftinét

E G from
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the grofleft Inventions of a timorous and abjeét Super-

ftition, which,
up its own Devations, hut ig -
mend itfelf to the Divinity, 'l-j.' :i:c ."xh'(',.:!}u:1 of his
{fuppofed Friends and Servants.  As Superftition is 3
confiderable Ingredient in almoft all Religions, evea
cal ; there being notl

the moft fanati ing but Philofo-

phy able to-conquer entirely thefe unaccountable Ter-
rors ; hence it proceeds, t!:ut in almoft every Se& of

there are Priefls: to be found: But the

ftronger Mixture there is of Superftition, the higher is

the Authority of the Priefhood. Modern Judaifm

and Popery, efpecially the latter, being the moft bar-

barous and abfurd Superflitions that have yet been

known in the World, are the moft enflay'd by theis

Priefts. ~ As the Church of England may juftly be
A 3

faid to retan a firong Mixture of Po
(=] Y

superitition,

in iis original Canflitution, of a Pro-

penfity to Prieftly Power and Dominion 3 la:t':;t_'_.!.':rlv.
i the Refpect it exadls ta the Prieft. And thoug!

..:mz't.nar-.i; to the Sentiments of that Church, theP [.‘:}-
ers of the Priet muft he accon panied with thofe of

ity 5 yet 1s he the Mouth of the C ongregaton,
1 is {facred, and without his Prefence few would
think their public Devotions, or the Sacraments, and

o:,};.r.liic-:-:, acceptable to the Divinity

from Virtue and good Morals, Thefe are verv different frem
Clrgymen, who are fet apart, iy the Laws, to the Care of fas
vred Matters, and to the condi “iangour publick Devoticns with
freaiet ['.‘:-::.'1-__.' and Order.  There i no Rank of Men more

to be refpeted than the latter,
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O the other Hand, it may be obferved, that all
Enthufiafts have been free from the Yoke of Ecclefi-
aftics, and have exprefta great Independence in their
Devotion ; with a Contempt of Forms, Traditions,
and Authorities. 'The Quakers are the moft egregi-
ous, though, at the fame Time, the moft innocent,
Enthufiafts that have been yet known ; and are, per-
haps, the only Se&, that have never admitted Priefts
amongft them. ‘The Jndependents, of all the Englifp
Sedtaries, approach neareft to the Quakers in Fanati-
cifm, and in their Freedom from Prieftly Bondage.
The Preshyterians follow after, at an equal Diftance in
both thefe Particulars. In fhort, this Obfervation is
founded on the moft certain Experience ; and will al{o
appear to be founded on Reafon, if we confider, that
as Enthufiafm arifes from a prefumptuous Pride and
Confidence, it thinks itfelf fufficiently qualifed to @p-
proach the Divinity, without any human Mediator.
Its raptarous Devotions are fo fervent, that it even
imagines itfelf attually to approach him by the Way of
Contemplation and inward Converfe ; which makes it
neglett all thofe outward Ceremonies and Oblervances,
to which the Affiftance of the Priefts appears fo requi-
fite in the Eyes of their fuperftitious Votaries. The
Fanatic confecrates himfelf, and beftows on his own
Perfon a facred Charater, much {uperior to what

Forms and ceremonious Inftitutions can confer on any
other.

M fecond Reflelion with regard to thefe Species
of falfe Religion is, that Religions, which partake of
Enthus
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Enthufiafn are, on their firlt Rife, much more fu-
rious andviolent than thofe which partake of Super-
ftition ; but in a little Time become much more gen-
tle and moderate. 'The violence of this Species of
Religion, when excited by Novelty, and animated
by Oppofition, appears from numberlefs Inftances ;
of the Anabaptifs in Germany, the Cagmnifars \n France,
the Levellers and other Fanaticks in England, and
the Covenanters in Scotland. As Enthuftafm s
founded on ftrong Spirits, and a prefumptuous
Boldnefs of Charatter, it naturally begets the moft
extreme Refolutions ; efpecially after it rifes to that
Fleight as to nfpire the deluded Fanaticks with the
Opmion of Divine Illuminations, and with a Con-
tempt of the common Rules of Reafon, Morality

and Prudence.

*T'1s thus Enthufiafm produces the moft cruel De-

ions in human Society : But its Fury 15 like that

of Thunder and Tempeft, which exhauft themfelves

in alittle Time, and leave the Air more calm and fe-

sene than before. When the firft Fire of Enthufiaim
is fpent, Men naturally, in fuch fanatical Seéts, fink
into the greateft Remifsnefs and Coolnefs in Sacred

Matters ; there being no Body of Men amongft them,

endow’d with fufficient Authority, whofe Intereft is

concerned to fupport the religious Spirit. Superfti-

tion, -on the contrary, fteals in gra 1nally and infen-

fibly ; renders Men tame and fubmiffive ; 15 accepta-
ble to the Magiftrate, and fecms inoffenfive to the
People : Till at laft the Prieft, having firmly efta-
blifh’d his Authority, becomes the Tyrant and Di-
: {turber




Of SuPErRsSTITION and ENTHUS 1A SM. 114

fturber of human Society, by his endlefs Contentions,
Perfecutions, and religious Wars. How fmoothly
did the Romi/b Church advance in their Acquifition of
Power ? But into what difmal Convulfions did they
throw all Ewrope, in order to maintain it ? On the
other Hand, our Seftaries, who were formerly fuch
dangerous Bigots, are now become our greateft Free-
thinkers ; and the Quakers are, perhaps, the only re-
gular Body of Deifts in the Univerfe, except the Lize-
rati, or Difciples of ‘Confucius in China.

M v ¢hird Obfervation on this Head is, that Super-
ftition 1s an Enemy to Civil Liberty, and Enthufiafm
a Friend to it. As Superftition groans.under the Do-
minion of the Priefts, and Enthufiafm is deftruive
of all Ecclefiaftical Power, this ‘fufficiently accounts
for the prefent Obfervation. Not .to mention, .that
Enthufiafm, being the Infirmity of bold and ambitious
Tempers, is naturally accompanied with .a Spirit of
Liberty ; as Superftition, on the contrary, renders
Men tame and abje, and fits them for Slavery. We
learn from the Engli/b Hiftory, that, during the Civil
Wars, the Independents and Deifis, tho’ ‘the moft op-
pofite in their religious Principles ; yet were united
in their political Ones, and were alike paflionate for
a Commonwealth. And fince the Origin of Whig
and Tory, the Leaders of the Whigs have either been
Deifts or profeft Latitudinaricons in thetr Principles;
that is, Friends to Toleration, and indifferent to any
particular Se¢ of Chriftians : While the Sefaries,
who have all a ftrong Tinéture of Enthufiafin, have
always, without Exception, concurr’d with that Party,

n
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in the Defence of Civil Liberty. The Refemblance
in their- Superftitions long united the High-Church
Tories and the Roman Catholicks, in the Support of Pre-
rogative and Kingly Power ; tho” Experience of the
tolerating Spirit of the Whigs feems of late to have
reconcil’d the Carzhbolics to that Party.

'EHE ]'L[',,/’/mjﬁ: and ?fﬂj/;'f/f/:’.r in France have athos-
fand unintelligible Difputes, which are not worthy the
Attention of 2 Man of Senfe : But what principally
diftinguifhes thefe two Sefts, and alone merits our At-
tention, is the different Spirit of their Religion. The
Molinifls, conduéted by the 7e/uiter, are great Friends
to Superftition, rigid Obfervers of external Forms and
Ceremonies, and devoted to the Authority of the
Priefts, and to Tradition. The Fanfeniffs are Enthu-
fiafts, and zealous Promoters of the paffionate Devo-
tion, and of the inward Life ; little influenc'd by
Authority ; and, in 2 Word, but Half Catholics.
The Confequences are exaltly conformable to the
foregoing Reafoning. 'The Fefuites are the Tyrants
and the Slaves of the Co.rt: And the Fanfinifi« pre-
ferve alive the {fmall Sparks of the Love of Libenty
which are to be found in the French Nation
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Of AVARICE,

DTIS cafy to obferve, that Comic Writers ex-
aggerate every Character, and draw their Fop,
or Coward with ftronger Features than are any where
to be met with in Nature. This moral Kind of Paint-
ing for the Stage has been often compar’d to the Paint-
ing for Cupolas and Ceilings, where the Colours are
overcharg’d, and every Part is drawn exceffively large,
and beyond Nature. 'The Figures feem monftrous
and difproportion’d, when feen too nigh; but become
natural and regular, when fet at a Diftance, and placed
in that Point of View, in which they are intended to
be furvey’d. After the fame Manner, when Charac-
ters are exhibited in theatrical Reprefentations, the
Want of Reality fets the Perfonages at a Diftance from
us; and rendering them more cold and unentertaining,
makes it neceflary to compenfate, by the Force of Co-
louring, what they want in Subftance. Thus, we find
in common Life, that when a Man once allows him-
felf to depart from Truth in his Narrations, he never
can keep within the Bounds of Probability ; butadds
£ili fome new Circamftance to render his Stories more
marvellous, and to fatisfy his Imagination. Two

Men
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Men in Buckram Suits became eleven to oir jobn Fai-

flaff before the End of his Story.

and that is Avarice, Every Day we mect with

Men of immenfe Fortunes, ‘without Heirs, and on
the very Brink of the Grave, who re fufe themfelves
the moft common Neceflaries of Life, a 1 go on heap-
ing Poffeffions on Poffeffions, under all the real Pref-
fures of the fevereft Poverty. An old Ufurer, fays

the Story, lying in his laft Agonies, was prelented by

the Prieft with the Cracifix ‘to worfhip. He opens
his Eyes a Moment before he expires, confiders the
Crucifix, and cries, Thefe Tewels are not true; I can
only lend ten Pifioles upon fuch a Pledge.  This was pro-
bably the Invention of {ome Epigrammatift ; and yet
every one, from his own Experience, may be able to
recolleét almoft as ftrong Inftances of Perfeverance n
Avarice. Tis commonly reported of a famous Mifer
in this City, that finding himfelf near Death, he fent
for fome of the Magiftrates, and gave them a Bill of
an hundred Pounds, payable after his Deceafe ; which
Sum he intended fhould be difpofed of in charitable
Ufes ; but {carce were they gone, when he orders
them to be called back, and offers them ready Money,
if ‘they would abate five Pounds of the Sum. Ano-
ther noted Mifer in the North, intending to defraud
his Heirs, and leave his Fortune to the building an
Hofpital, protratted the drawing of his Will from Day
to Day ; and ’tis thought, that if thofe interefted in it

had
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had not paid for the Drawing of it, he had died inteftate.
In fhort, none of the moft furious Excefles of Love
and Ambition are in any Refpeét to be compared to
the Extremes of Avarice.

T u e beft Excufe that can be .made for Avarice is,
that it generally prevails in old Men, or in lVlen of
cold Tempers, 'where all the other Affe(tions are ex-
tin¢t ; and the Mind being incapable of remamning
without fome Paflion or Purfuit, at lat finds out this
monflrous unreafonable one, which {uits the Coldnefs
and Ina&ivity of its Temper. At the fame Time, it
feems very extraordinary, that fo frofty, {piritlefsa
Paflion fhould be able to carry us farther than all the
Warmth of Youth and Pleafure. But if we look
more narrewly into the Matter, we thall find, that this
very Circumftance renders.the Explication of the Cafe
more eafy. When the Temper is warm, and full of
Vigour, it naturally fhoots out more Ways than one,
and produces ;inferior Paffions to counter-balance, in
fome Degree, its predominant Inclination. "Tis 1m-
poffible for a Perfon of that Temper, however bent
on any Purfuit, to be depriv’d of ail Senfe of Shame,
or Regard to the Sentiments of Mankind. ~ His Friends
muft have fome Influence over him: And other Con-
fiderations are apt to have their Weight.  All this

erves to reftrain-him within-{fome Bounds.  But ’tis
no Wonder the avaritious Man, being, from the Cold-
nefs of his T'emper, without regard to Reputation, 'to
Friendfhip, or to Pleafure, fhould be carried {o far by
his prevailing Inclination, and fhould difplay his Paf-
fion in {uch furprizing Inftances.

Accorp-
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Accorpincry we find noVicefo irreclaimable
as Avarice: And tho’ there {carcely has been a Mo-
ralit or Philofopher, from the Beginning cf the
World to this Day, who has not levell'd a Stroke at
it, we hardly find a fingle Inftance of any Perfon’s
being cur'd of it.  For this Reafon, I am more apt to
approve of thofe, who attack it with Wit and Hu-
mour, than of thofe who treat it in a ferious Manner,
There being {o little Hopes of doing Good to the Peo-
ple infected with this Vice, 1 would have the reft of
Mankind, at lealt, diverted by our Manner of expo-
fing it : As indeed there is no Kind of Diverfion, of
which they feem fo willing to partake,

Awmownc the Fables of Monfreur de la Motte, there
is one levell’d agamft Avarice, which feems to me

more natural and eafy, than moft of the Fables of that
ingenious Author. A Mifer, fays he, being dead,
and fairly interred, came to the Banks of the Styxs
defiring to be ferry’d over along with the other Ghofts
Charon demands his Fare, and is furpriz'd to fee the
Mifer, rather than pay it, throw himfelf into the Ri-
ver, and fwim over to the other Side, notwithftand-
ing all the Clamour and Oppefition that could be made
tohim.  All Hell was in an Uproar ; and each of
the Judges was mcditating fome Punithment, fuitable
to a Crime of fuch dangerous Confequence to the in-
fernal Revenues. Shall he be chain'd to the Rock
along with Promethens 2 Or tremble below the Preci-
pice in Company with the Danaides 2 Or aflift Sifyphus
in rolling his Stone ? No, fays Minss, none of thefe.

We
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We muft invent fome feverer Punithment.  Let him
be fent back to the Earth, to fee the Ufe his Heirs are
making of his Riches.

I nore it will not be interpreted as a Defign of
fetting myfelf in Oppofition to this famous Author,
if I proceed to deliver a Fable of my own, which is
intended to expofe the fame Vice of Avarice. The
Hint of it was taken from thefe Lines of Mr. Pope,

Damn'd to the Mines, an equal Fate betides
The Slave that digs it, and the Slave that hides.

O v r old Mother Earth once lodg’d an Indi®ment
againft Avarice before the Courts of Heaven, for
her wicked and malicious Counfel and Advice, in
tempting, inducing, perfuading, and traiteroufly fe-
ducing the Children of the Plaintif to commit the
deteftable Crime of Parricide upon her, and, man-
¢ling her Body, ranfack her very Bowels for hidden
Treafure. The Inditment was very long and ver-
bofe ; but we muft omit a great Part of the R epetiti-
ons and Synonymous Terms, not to tire our Reader
too much with our Tale. Awarice, being call'd be-
fore Jupiter to anfwer to this Charge, had not much
to fay inher own Defence.  The Injury was clearly
prov’d upon her. 'The Fa&, indeed, was notorious,
and the Injury had been frequently repeated. When
therefore the Plaintiff deinanded Juftice, Fupiter very
readily gave Sentence in her Favour ; and his Decree
was to this Purpofe, That fince Dame Awarice, the
Defendant, had thus grievoudly injur'd Dame Eartb,

the
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the Plaintiff, fhe was hereby ordered to take that
Treafure; of which fhe had feloniouflly robb'd the
faid Plaintiff, by ranfacking her Bofom, and in the
fame Manner, as before, opening her Bofom, reftore
it back to her, without Diminution or Retention.
From this Sentence, it fhall follow, fays Fupiter to
the B}'-ﬂ;mdcrs, That, inall future Ages, the Retain-
ers of Avarice fhall bury and conceal their Riches,
and thereby reftore to the Earth what they took from
her.
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oSS ALY XTIV,

Of the DieniTy of HuMan
NATURE.

HERE are certain Seéts, which fecretly form

themfelves in the learned World, aswell as in
the political ; and tho’ fometimes they come not to an
open Rupture, yet they give a different Turn to the
Ways of thinking of thofe who have taken Party on
either Side. The moft remarkable of this Kind are
the Seéts, that are founded on the different Sentiments
with regard to the Dignity of buman Nature ; which is
a Point that {eems to have divided Philofophers and
Poets, as well as Divines, from the Beginning of the
Norld to this Day, Some exalt our .'*'-}*.-_-cic:- to the

1

i

of human Demi-

Skies, and reprefent Man as a Ki
God, that derives his Origin from Heaven, and re-
tains evident Marks of his Lineage and Defcent.
Others infift upon the blind Sides of human Nature,
and can difcover nothing, except Vanity, in which
Man i‘urp:lircs the other Animals, whom he afeéts (o
much to defpife. If an Author poflefes the Talent
of Rhetorick, and Declamation, he commonly takes
Party with the former : If his Turn lies towards Irony
and Ridicule, he naturally throws himfelf into the
other Extreme.

3 I.a Wi
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I am far from thinking, that all thole, who have
Nature, have been Enemies to

dc]\:'ccia:cd Human
Frailties of their Fellow-

Virtue, and have c.\:}\m'c-.‘. the
Creatures with any bad Intention. On the contrary,
1 am fenfible, that a very delicate Senfe of Virtue,
efpecially w hen attended with fomes hat of the Mifun-
thrope, is apt 10 give a Man a Difguft of the World,
and to make him confider the common Courfe of Hu-
ith too much Spleen @
that the Sentiments

o 1 : :
man Affairsw nd Indignation. [

muft, however, be of Opinion,

hink fay t);!]':lh!"" of

to tiln

of thofe, who are inclined
geous to Virtue,

Mankind, are much more advanta
than the contrary Principles which give us a mean
When 2 Man 1s Ppe Tefs'd of

Oninion of our Nature.
&ter in the Crea-

a high Notion of his Rank and Ch

son. he will naturally endeavour to alt up to it, and

will fcorntodoa bafe or viciou on, which might

fink him below that Figure which he }
=

own Imagination. Accordingly we find, that all om

polite and fafhionable Moralifts infift upon

and endeavour to reprefent Vice as unor thy

makes in h

this Topic,

of Man,
a5 well as odious in itfelf.

W o M E § are generally much more flz
Youth than Men ; which may proceed from this Rea-
nt of Honouw

{on, among others, that their chief Poi

trer'd in their

is confider'd as much more difficult than ours, and re-
quires to be fupported by all that decent Pride,

can be inftill'd into them.

whick
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W E find very few Difputes that are not founded
on fome Ambiguity in the Expreflion ; and I am per-
{uaded, that the prefent Difpute concerning the Dig-
nity of Human Nature, is not more exempt from it
than any other, It may, therefore, be worth while
to confider, what is real, and what is only verbal, in
this Controverfy.

Tuart there is a natural Difference betwixt Merit
and Demerit, Virtue and Vice, Wifdom and Folly,
no reafonable Man will deny : But yet tis evident,
that in affixing the Term, which denotes either our
Approbation or Blame, we are commonly more influ-
enced by Comparifon than by any fixt unalterable
Standard in the Nature of Things. In like Manner,
Quantity, and Extenfion, and Bulk, are by every one
acknowledg’d to be real Things : But when we call
any Animal great or /ittle, we always form a fecret
Comparifon betwixt that Animal and others of the
fame Species ; and ’tis that Comparifon which regu-
lates our Judgment concerning its Greatnefs. A Dog
and a Horfe may be of the very fame Size, while the
one is admir’d for the Greatnefs of its Bulk, and the
other for the Smallnefs. When I am prefent, there-
fore, at any Difpute, Ialways confider with myfelf,
whether or not it be a Queftion merely of Comparifon
that is the Subje¢t of the Difpute ; and if it be, whe-
ther the Difputants compare the fanie Objeéts together
or talk of Things that are widely different. As the
latter is commonly the Cafe, I have long fince learnt

to neglett fuch Difputes as manifeft Abufes of Lei-
r fure,
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fure, the moft valuable Prefent that could be made

to Mortals.

Ty forming our Notions of Human Nature, we
are very apt to make a Comparifon betwixt Men and
Animals, which are the only Creatures endowed
with Thought that fall under our Senfes.  Certainly
this Comparifon is very favourable to Mankind. On
the one Hand we fee a Creature, whofe Thoughts are
not limited by any narrow Bounds, either of Place or
Time ; who carries his Refearches into the moft di-
ftant Regions of this Globe, and beyond this Globe,
to the Planets and Heavenly Bodies ; looks back-
ward to confider the firft Origin of Human Race;
cafts his Eyes forward to fee the Influence of his Ac-
tions upon Pofterity, and the Judgments that will be
form'd of his Chara&ter a thoufand Years hence ; 2
Creature, that traces Caufes and Effets to a great
Length and Intricacy ; extrafls general Principles
from particular Appearances ; improves upon his Dif-
coveries; correfts his Miftakes ; and makes his very
Errors profitable. On the other Hand, we are
prefented with a Creature the very reverfe of this ; li-
mited in its Obfervations and Reafonings to a few
fenfible Objeéts that furround it ; without Curiofity,
without Forefight ; blindly conduéted by Inftinét, and
arriving in a very thort Time at its utmoft Perfeétion,
beyond which it is never able to advance a fingle Step.
What a wide Difference is there betwixt thefe Crea-
tures ! And how exalted a Notion muft we entertain
of the former, in Comparifon of the latter !

THERE
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THERE are two Means commonly employ'd to
deftroy this Conclufion : Firz2, By making an unfair
Reprefentation of the Cafe, and infifting only upon
the Weaknefles of Human Nature, And fecondly, By
forming a new and fecret Comparifon betwixt Man
and Beings of the moit perfe&t Wifdom, Among the
other Excellencies of Man, there is this remarkable,
that he can form a Notion of Perfe@tions much be-
yond what he has Experience of in himfelf; and is
not limited in his Conception of Wifdom and Virtue.
He can eafily exalt his Notions, and conceive a De-
gree of Wifdom, which, when comparid to his own,
will make the latter appear very contemptible, and
will caufe the Difference betwixt that and the Saga-
city of Animals, in a Manner, to difappear and va-
nifh. Now this being a Point, inwhich all the Workd
is agreed, that Human Underftanding falls infinitely
fhort of perfect Wifdom : °Tis proper we fhould
know when this Comparifon takes Place, that we may
not difpute, where there is no real Difference in our
Sentiments. Man falls much fhorter of perfeét Wif-
dom, and even of his own Ideas of perfect Wifdom,
than Animals do of Man ; but yet the latter Dif.
ference is {fo confiderable, that nothing but a Compa-
rifon with the former, can make it appear of little
Moment,

"T'1s a'fovery ufual to compare one Man with an.
other ; and ﬁnding very few that we can call wife or
Virtuous, we are apt to entertain a contemptible No-
tion of our Species in general. That we may be fen-

Bz fible
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fible of the Fallacy of this Way of Reafoning, we
may obferve, that the Honourable Appellations of
Wife and Virtuous, are not annexed to any particular
Degree of thofe Qualities of /#/i/dom and Virtue ; but
arife altogether from the Comparifon we make betwixt
one Man and another. When we find a Man, who
arrives at fuch a Pitch of Wifdom as is very un-
common, we pronounce him a wife Man : So that to
fay, there are few wife Men in the World, is really to
fay nothing ; fince ’tis only by their Scarcity, that
they merit that Appellation. Were the loweft of our
Species as wife as Tully, or my Lord Bacon, we fhould
#ill have Reafon to fay, that there are few wife Men.
For in that Cafe we fhould exalt our Notions of Wif-
dom, and would not pay a fingular Honour to any
one, that was not fingularly diftinguifhed by his Ta-
lents. Inlike Manner, I have heard it obferv'd by
thoughtlefs People, that there are few Women pofleft
of Beauty, in Comparifon of thofe who want it ; not
confidering, that we beftow the Epithet of B autiful
only on fuch as poflefs a Degree of Beauty, that is
common to them with a few. The fame Degree of
Beauty in a Woman is call'd Deformity, which 15
treated as real Beauty in one of our Sex.

As ’tis ufual, in forming a Notion of our Species,
£0 compare it with the other Species above or below it,
or to compare the Individuals of the Species among
themfelves ; fo we often compare together the dif-
ferent Motives or attuating Principles of Human Na-
ture, inorder to regulate our Judgment concerning it

And indeed, this is the only Kind of Comparifon
that
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that is worth our Attention, or decides any thing in
the prefent Queftion. Were the felfifh and vicious
Principles of Human Nature {fo much predominant
above the focial and virtuous, as 1s aflerted by fome
Philofophers, we ought undoubtedly to entertain a
contemptible Notion of Human Nature. I may,per-
haps, treat more fully of this Subje¢t in fome future
Effay. In the mean Time, I fhall obferve, what
has been prov’d beyond Queftion by feveral great Mo-
ralifts of the prefent Age, that the focial Paflions are
by far the moft powerful of any, and that even all the
other Paflions receive from them their chief Force and
Influence. Whoever defires to fee this Queftion treated
at large, with the greateft Force of Argument and
Eloquence, may confult my Lord Shaftsbury’s Enquiry
concerning Virtue.

In my Opinion, thereare two Things which have
led aftray thofe Philofophers, that have infifted fo
much on the Selfithnefls of Man. In the £/ Place,
they found, that every A& of Virtue or Friendfhip
was attended with a fecret Pleafure: From whence
they concluded, that Friendfhip and Virtue could not
be difinterefted.  But the Fallacy of this is obvious.
The virtuous Sentiment or Paffion produces the Plea-
{ure, and does notarife from it. I feel a Pleafure in
doing good to my Friend, becaufe I love him ; but
do not love him for the Sake of that Pleafure.

I~ the fecond Place, it has always been found, that
virtuous Men are far from being indifferent to Praife ;
and therefore they have been reprefented as a Set of

B vain-
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vain-glorious Men, that had nothing in View but the
Applaufes of others. But this alfo is a Fallacy. 'Tis
very unjuft in the World, when they find any Tinéture
of Vanity in a laudable Aétion, to depreciate it upon
that Account, or afcribe it entirely to that Motive.
"The Cafe is not the fame with Vanity, as with other
Paffions. Where Avarice or Revenge enters into any
{eemingly virtuous Aéion, ’'tsdifiicult for us to de-
termine how far it enters, and 'tis natural to fuppofe
it the fole aftuating Principle. But Vanity is fo nearly
ally’d to Virtue, and to love the Fame of virtuous Ac-
tions approaches fo near the Love of virtuous Aéions
for their own Sake, that thefe Paflions are more ca-
pable of Mixture, than any other Kinds of Affetion;
and 'tis almoft impofiible to have the latter without
fome Degree of the former.  Accordingly we find,
that this Paffion for Glory is always warp'd and varied
according to the particular Talte or Sentiment of the
Mind on which it falls. Nero had the fame Vanity in
driving a Chariot, that Trajan had in governing the
Empire with Juftice and Ability. Tolove the Glery
of virtaous A&ions is a fure Proof of the Love of
virtuous Actions
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Of LI1BERTY and DEsSPOTISM.

HOSE who employ their Pens on political Sub-
jeéts, free from Party-Rage, and Party-Preju-
dices, cultivate a Science, which, of all others, con-
tributes moft both to public Utility, and to the pri-
vate Satisfaltion of thofe who additt themfelves to the
Study of it. I am apt, however, to entertain a Su-
fpicion, that the World is ftill too young to fix many
general {table Truths in Politics, which will remain
true to the lateft Pofterity. 'We have not as yet had
Experience of above three thoufand Years; {o that
not only the Art of Reafoning is ftill defeltive in
this Science, as well as in all others, but we even
want fufficient Materials upon which we can reafon.
"Tis not fully known, what Degrees of Refinement,
either in Virtue or Vice, human Nature is fufceptible
of ; nor what may be expeéied of Mankind from any
great Revolution in their Education, Cuftoms, or Prin-
ciples, Machiawel was certainly a great Genius ; but
having confin’d his Study to the furious and tyrannical
Governments of ancient Times, or the little diforderly
Principalities of Iraly, his Reafonings, efpecially
F g4 upon
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upon Monarchical Government, have been found ex-
tremely defective ; and there fcarce is any Maxim in
his Prince, which fubfequent Experience has not en-
Eire]:.-' refuted. .4 aveak Prince, {_'.l_\‘\ he, s in 'er_:v-.--.-!'.;}
fult with fiveral,

of recciving good Counfel 5 for if be co
oo - - o

. r ! » | 2" & .
be avill not be able to choofe among toeir different Coun-

Sels. IF he abandon bimfelf to one, that Minifler may
L Ys

;’-rf'r."n}’-r‘ bave Capacity ; but beawill not be lorg a Mini-

fler: He avill be Jure to difpoflefs bis Mafter, and _;‘-.":h't

bimfelf and bis owun Family wpon the Throne. | men-
tion this, amonginnumerable Inftances, of the Errors
of that Politician, proceeding, in a great Meafure,
from his having liv’d in too early an Age of the
World, tobe a good Judge of political Truth. Al-
moit all the Princes of Europe are at prefent gjo'.'('rn'd
by their Minifters, and have been {o for near two
Centuries ; and yet no fuch Event has ever happen'd,

or can poflibly happen. S¢janus might project the de-
throning the Cefirs 5 but Fleary, tho’ ever fo vicious,
could not, while in his Senfes, entertain the leait Hopes
of !"'lp(Jﬂl.ﬂﬂg the Bourbons.

TrapE was never efteem’d an Affair of State, 'tll
within the laft Century ; nor is there any ancient Wri-
ter on Politics, who has made mention of it. Even
the Jralians have kept a profound Silence with regard
toit; though it has now excited the chief Attentions
as well of Minifters of State, as of fpeculative Rea-
{foners. 'The great Opulence, Grandeur, and milita-
ry Atchievements of the two Maritime Powers, {eem
firft to have inftrutted Mankind in the vaft Import-

ance of an extenfive Commerce,
HavING

T S,

Tam,
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*

Havine, therefore, intended in this Effay to have
made a full Comparifon of Liberty and Defpotifm,
and to have fhewn the Advantages and Difadvantages
of each, I began to entertain a Sufpicion, that no
Man in this Age was {ufficiently qualified for fuchan
Undertaking ; and that whatever any one fhould ad-
vance on that Head would, in all Probability, be re-
futed by farther Experience, and be rejected by Po-
flerity.  Such mighty Revolutions have happened in
human Affairs, and fo many Events have arifen, con-
trary to the Expeftation of the Ancients, that they
are fuflicient to beget the Sufpicion of ftill further
Changes.

I had been obferved I:y' the Ancients, that all the

Arts and Sciences arofe among free Nations ; and,
that the Perfians and ';":v,w ans, notwithftanding all

their Eafe, f"u.v nce and Luxury, made but faint
Efforts towards a Relifh in thofe finer Pleafures, which

were carried to fuch Perfeftion by the Grecks, amidft

ontinual Wars, attended with Poverty, and the
greateft Simplicity of Life and Manners. It had alfo
been obferv’d, that as foon as the Grects loft their Li-
berty, tho’ they encreafed mightily in Riches, by
Means of the Conquefts of dlexander 5 yet the Arts,
from that Moment, declin’d among them, and have
never fince been able to raife their Head in that Cli-
mate. Learning was tranfplanted to Rome, the only
free Nation at that Time in the Univerfe ; and Liavi ing
met with fo favourable a Soil, it made prodigious
Shoots for above a Ceptury 5 till the Decay of Liberty

IS pro-
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produced alfo the Decay of Mtiers, and fpread a total
Barbarity over the World. From thefe two Experi-

i.]l".]U..[I].C. in 1its K-I.'lti. E!I'ld

ments, of which each w:
Mhew'd the Fall of Learning in Defpotic Governments,

as well as its Rife in popular Ones, Longinus thought

him{elf fufficiently jufiified, in afferting, that the Arts
and Sciences could never flourifh, but in a free Go-
vernment : And in this Opinion, he has been follow'd
by feveral eminent Writers * in our own Country, who
cither confin'd their View merely to ancient Fadls,
or entertain'd too great a Partiality in Favour of that

Farm of Government, which is eftablifh’d amongft us.

BuT what would thefe Writers have faid, to the In-
fiances of modern Rome and of Florence 7 Of which the
former carried to Perfetion all the finer Artsof Sculp-
ture, Painting and Mufic, as well as Poetry, tho’ they
groan'd under Slavery, and under the Slavery of Priefls:
While the latter made the greateft Progrefs in the Arts
and Sciences, after they began tolofe their Liberty by the
Ufurpations of the Family of the Medicis.  Arioflt,
'.r.-j;_o. (1‘;’31“5}‘;1'-2, no more than R 'f Pt :’._ and Michael
Angels, were not born in Republics. And tho' the
Lombard School was famous as well as the Roman, yet
the Zenetians have had the (malleft Share in its Ho-
nours, and feem rather inferior to the other Ztalians, in
their Genius for the Arts and Sciences.  Rubens eftab-
lifh’d his School at Anraverp, not at Amflerdam ; Drefdeny
not Hamburgh, is the Centre of Politenefs in Germany.

Bur the moft eminent Inftance of the flourifhing
of Learning in defpotic Governments, is that of

¥ Mr, Addifon and Lerd Sbafisbury.

FrancEs
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France, which neveenjoy’d any Shadow of Liber-
ty, and yet has carried the Arts and Sciences nearer
PerfeGtion than any other Nation of the Univerfe.
The Engli/b are, perhaps, better Philofophers ; the
Tralians better Painters and Muficians ; the Romans
were better Orators: But the French are the only Peo-
ple, except the Greeks, who have been at once Philo-
fophers, Poets, Orators, Hiftorians, Painters, Archi-
tects, Sculptors, and Muficians. ~With regard to the
Stage, they have far excell’d the Grecks : And, in
common Life, have, in a great Meafure, perfeted
that Art, the moft ufeful and agreeable of any, I Art
de Viewre, the Art of Society and Converfation.

If we confider the State of the Sciences and polite
Arts in our own Country, Horace’s Obfervation, withe
regard to the Romans, may, in a great Meafure, be:
applied to the Briti/b,

———————— Sed in longum tamen @vum
Manferunt, Fodieqae manent veltigia ruris.

T ne Elegance and Propriety of Stile have beens
very much negle&ted among us. We have no Di&i-
onary of our Language, and f{carce a tolerable Gram-
mar. The firlt polite Profe we have, was wrote by
Dr. Sawift. As to Sprat, Locke, and even Temple,
they knew too little of theRules of Azt to be efteemn’d:
very elegant Writers. 'The Profe of Bacon, Harring-.
ton and Milton, is altogether ftiff and pedantic ; tho”
their Senfe be excellent. Men, in this Country, have:
been fo much occupied in the Grand Difputes of Re-
kigion, Politics and Philofophy, that they had no Re-

F o6 Lidhy




132 ES8AY XV.

lith for the minute Obfervat®ns of Grammar and
Criticifm. And tho’ this Turn of Thinking muft have
confiderably improv’d our Senfe and our Talent of
Reafoning beyond thofe of other Nations ; it muft be
confeft, that even in thofe Sciences abovementioned,
we have not any Standard-Book, which we can tranf-
mit to Pofterity : And the utmoft we have to boaft of,
are a few Effays towards a more jult Philofophy ;
which, indeed, promife very much, but have not, as
yet, reach’d any Degree of Perfection.

I T has become an eftablifh’'d Opinion, that Com-
merce can never flourith but in a free Government ;
and this Opinion feems to have been founded on 2
longer and larger Experience than the foregoing, with
Regard to the Arts and Sciences. If we trace Com-
merce in its Progre(s thro’ Tyre, Athens, Syracufe, Car-
thage, Venice, Florence, Genoa, Antaverp, Holland,
England, &c. we fhall always find it to have fixt its
Seat in free Governments. The three greateft trading
Towns now in the World, are London, Amflerdam, and
Hamburgh ; all free Cities, and Proteftant Cities ,
that is, enjoying a double Liberty. It muft, how-
ever, be obferv'd, that the great Jealoufy entertain’d
of late, with regard to the Commerce of France
{feems to prove, that this Maxim is no more certain
and infallible, than the foregoing, and that the Sub-
jedts of abfolute Princes may become our Rivals in
Commerce, aswell asin Learning.

Durst I deliver my Opinion in an Affair of fo

much Uncertainty, I would affert, that, notwithftanding
the
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the Efforts of the French, there is {omething pernicious
to Commerce inherent in the very Nature of abfolute
Government, and infeparable fromit: Tho’the Reafon
I would affign for this Opinion, is fomewhat different
from that which is commionly infited on. Private
Property feems to me fully as fecare in aciviliz’d Ex-
ropean Monarchy, asin a Republic ; nor is any Dan-
ger ever apprehended, in fuch a Government, fiom
the Violence of the Sovereign; nomere than we com-
monly apprehiend Danger from Thunder, or Earth-
quakes, or any Accident the moft unufual and extra-
ordinary. Avarice, the Spur of Induftry, is fo ob-
ftinate a Paffion, and works its Way thro’ fo many
real Dangers and Difficulties, that ’tis not likely it
will be fcarr’d by an imaginary Danger, which is {o
{mall, that it fcarce admits of Calculation. Com-
merce therefore, in my Opinion, is apt to decay in
abfolute Governments, not becaufe it is there léfs /fe-
cure, but becaufe it is lefs honourable. Subordina-
tion of Ranks is abfolutely neceflary to the Support of
Monarchy.  Birth, Titles, and Place, muft be ho-
nour'd above Induftry and Riches. And while thefe
Notions prevail, all the confiderable Traders will be
tempted to throw up their Commerce, in order to pur-
chafe fome of thofe Employments, to which Privi-
leges and Honours are annex’d.

Since I am upon this Head of the Alterations that
Time has produc’d, or may produce in Politics, I
muft obferve, that all Kinds of Government, free
and defpotic, feem to have undergone, in modern
'Times, a great Change to the better, with regard

both
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both to foreign and domeftic Management. The Bz-
lance of Power is aSecretin Politics fully known only
to the prefent Age ; and I muft add, that the internal
Porick of the State has alfo receiv’d great Improve-
ments within the laft Century. We are inform'd by
Salluft, that Catiline's Army was much augmented by
the Acceffion of the Highwaymen about Rome ; tho’ I
believe, thatall of that Profeffion, who are at prefent
difpers'd over Europe, would not amount to a Regi-
ment. In Cicero’s Pleadings for Milo, 1 find this Ar-
gument, among others, made Ufe of to prove, that
his Client had not affaflinated Clodins. Had Milo, fays
he, intended to have kill'd Clodius, he had not at-
tack’d him in the Day-time, and at fuch a Diftance
from the City : He had Way-laid him at Night, near
the Suburbs, where it might have been pretended,
that he was killed by Robbers ; and the Frequency of
the Accident would have favour'd the Deceit. 'This i
a furprizing Proof of the loofe Police of Rome, and of
the Number and Force of thefe Robbers ; fince Ch-
dius + was at that Time attended with thirty Slaves,
who were compleatly arm’d, and fufficiently accu-
ftomed to Blood and Danger in the frequent Tumults
excited by that feditious Tribune.

Bur tho’ all Kinds of Government be much im-
prov’d in modern Times, yet Monarchical Govern-
ment feems to have receiv’d the moft confiderable Im-
provements. It may now be affirm’d of civiliz’d Mo-

+ Vide Afe, Ped, in Orat. pro Milone,

narchies,
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narchies, what was formerly faid in Praife of Repub-
lics alone, that they are a Government of Lavs, not of
Men.  They are found fufceptible of Order, Method,
and Conftancy, to a furprizing Degree.  Property is
there fecure ; Induftry encourag'd ; the Arts flourifh ;
and the Prince lives fecure among his Subjeés, like a
Father among his Children. It muft, however, be
confeft, that tho' Monarchical Governments have ap-
proach’d nearer to popular Ones, in Gentlenefs and
Stability ; yet they are ftill much inferior. Ourmo-
dern Education and Cuftoms inftil mere Humanity and
Moderation than the ancient ; but have not as yet
been able to overcome entirely the Difadvantages of
that Form of Government.

Bur here I muft beg Leave to advancea Conje&ture,
which feems to me very probable, but which Pofterity
alone can fully judge of. I am apt to think, that in
Monarchical Governments there is a Source of Im-
provement, and in Popular Governments a Source of
Degeneracy, which in Time will bring thefe Species
of Government ftill neareran Equality. 'The greateft
Abufes, whicharife in France, the moft perfet Model
of pure Monarchy, proceed not from the Number or
Weight of the Taxes, beyond what are to be met
with in free Countries ; but from the expenfive, une-
qual, arbitrary, and intricate Method of levying them,
by which the Induftry of the Poor, efpecialiy of the
Peafants and Farmers, is, in a great Meafure, dif-
courag’'d, and Agriculturerender’d a beggarly and a
flavilh Employment. But to whofe Advantage do
thefe Abufes ferve ? If to that of the Nobility, they

might
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might be efteem’d inherent in that Form of Govern.
ment; fince the Nobility are the true Supports of Mo-
narchy ; and ’tis natural their Intereft fhould be more
confulted, in fuch a Conftitution, than that of the
People. But the Nobility are, in Reality, the prin-
cipal Lofers by this Oppreffion ; fince it ruins their
Eftates, and beggars their Tenants. The only Gain-
ers by it are the Finangiers, a Race of Men defpifed
and hated by the Nobility and the whole Kingdom.
If a Prince or a Minifter, therefore, fhould arife, en-
dow'd with fufficient Difcernment to know his own
and the public Intereft, and with f{ufficient Force of
Mind to break thro’ ancient Cuftom, we might expect
t0 {ee thefe Abufes remedied ; in which Cafe, the Dif-
ference betwixt their abfolute Government and our free
1

one, would be more nominal than real.

o C 1 .
T 5 £ Source of Degeneracy, that may be remark'd
fr

in free Governments, confifts in the Practice of con-
tratting Debt, and mortgaging the public Revenues,
by which Taxes may, in Time, become altogether
intolerable, and allthe Property of the State be brought
into the Hands of the Public. 'This Praétice is of mo-
dern Date. 'The Athenians, tho' govern'd by a Re-
public, paid near two hundred per Cenz. for thofe Sums
of Money, which any emergent Occafion made it ne-
ceffary for them to borrow ; as we learn from Xeno-
phon*. Among theModerns, the Dutch firftintroduced
the
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the Practice of borrowing great Sums at low Interefts
and have well nigh ruined themfelves by it. Abfolute
Princes have alfo contracted Debt ; but as an abfolute
Prince may play the Bankrupt when he pleafes, his
People can never be oppreft by hisDebts. Inpopular
Governments, the People, and chiefly thofe who have
the higheft Oflices, being always the public Creditors,
'tis impoffible the State can ever make Ufe of this Re-
medy, which, however it may be fometimes neceffary,
is always cruel and barbarous. This, therefore, feems
to be an Inconvenience, that nearly threatens all free
Governments ; efpecially our own, at the prefent
Junéture of Affairs. And what a ftrong Motive - i$
this, to increafe our Frugality of the public Money ;
left, for want of it, we be reduced by the Multiplicity
of Taxes, to curfe our free Government, and wifh
ourfelves in the fame State of Servitude with all the
Nations that furround us,
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Of ELOQUENCE,

'THO SE, who confider the Periods and Revolu-
tions of human Kind, as reprefented in Hiftory,
are entertain'd with a Spetacle full of Pleafure and
Variety, and fee, with Surprize, the Manners, Cu-
ftoms, and Opinions of the fame Species {ufceptible
of fuch prodigious Changes in different Periods of
Time. It may, however, be obferv'd, that in civil
Hiftory there is found a much greater Uniformity than
in the Hiftory of Learning and Science, and that the
Wars, Negotiations and Politics of one Age refemble
more thofe of another, than the Tafte, Wit, and fpe-
culative Principles. Intereft and Ambition, Honour
and Shame, Friendthip and Enmity, Gratitude and
Revenge, are the prime Movers in all public Trani-
attions ; and thefe Paffions are of a very ftubborn and
intrattable Nature, in Comparifon of the Sentiments
and Underftanding, which are eafily varied by Educa-
tion and Example. The Goths were much more in-
ferior to the Romans, in Tafte and Science, than in
Courage and Virtue,

Bur
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BuT not to compare together Nations fo widely
different, that they may almoft be efteem’d of a dif-
ferent Species ; it may be obferv’d, thateven this lat-
ter Period of human Learning, 1s, in many Refpeéts,
confiderably different from the ancient ; and that if
we be fuperior in Philofophy, we are ftill, notwith-
ftanding all our Refinements, much inferior in Elo-
quence.

I~ ancient Times no Performance was thought to
require fo great a Genius and Capacity, as that of
fpeaking in Public ; and fome eminent Writers have
pronounc’d the Talents, even of a great Poet or Phi-
lofopher, to be of an inferior Nature to thofe requi-
fite for fuch an Undertaking.  Greece and Rome pro-
duc’d, each of them, but one accomplifh’d Orator ;
and whatever Praifes the other celebrated Speakers
might merit, they were ftill efteem’d much inferior to
thofe two great Heroes of Eloquence. ’T'is obferva-
ble, that the ancient Critics could fcarce find two O-
rators, in any Age, thatdeferv’d to be plac’d precifely
in the fame Rank, and poflefs’d the fame Degree of
Merit.  Calwvus, Cezlius, Curio, Hortenfius, Cezfar
rofe one above another: But the greateft of that Age
was inferior to Cicero, the moft eloquent Speaker that
had ever appear’d in Rome. Thofe of fine Tafte,
however, pronounc’d this Judgment of the Roman
Orator, as well as of the Grecian, that both of them
furpafs'd in Eloquence all thzt had ever appear'd, but
that they were far from reaching the PerfeGtion of their
Art, which was infinite, and notonly exceeded human

Force
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Force to attain, but alfo human Imagination to con-
ceive. Creerodeclares himfelf diffatisfy’'d with his own
Performances ; nay, even with thofe of Demofthents,
fta funt avide & CAPacE MEE QUFES, {ays he, & Jem-

per aliquid immenfum, infinitumque defiderant.

Trese Circomiftances alone are fufficient to make
us apprehend the wide Difference betwixt ancient and
modern Eloquence, and let us {ee how much the latter
is inferior to the former. Of all the polite and
learned Nations, Britain alone poffefies a popular Go-
vernment, of admits into the Legiflature {uch nume-
rous Affemblics as can be fuppos'd to lie under the Do-
minion of Eloquence. Butwhat has Britain to boaft of
in this Particular ? In enumerating all the great Men,
that have done Honour to our Country, we exult in
our Poets and Philofophers : But what Orators are ever
mention'd ? Or where are the Monuments of their
Genius to be met with? There are found, indeed,
in our Hiftories, the Names of feveral, who direfted
the Refolutions of our Parliament : But neither them-
felves nor others have taken the Pains to preferve
their Speeches ; and the Authority they poffefs'd feems
to have been owing to their Experience, Wifdom, of
Power, more than to their Talents for Oratory. At
prefent, there are above half a dozen Spcakcrsinthc
two Houfes, who, in the Judgment of the Pablic, have
reach'd very near the fame Pitch of Eloquence ; and
no Man pretends to give any one the Preferencet0
the reft. This{eems to me a certain Proof, that nong
of them have attain’d much beyond a Mediocrity it
their Art, and thatthe Species of Eloquence they afpire
10,
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to, “gives no Exercife to the fublimer Faculties of the
Mind, but may be reach’d by ordinary Talents and a
flight Application. A hundred Cabinet-makers in
London can work a'Table or a Chair equally well ; but
no one Poet can write Verfes with fuch Spirit and Ele-
gance as Mr. Pope.

We are told, that when Demofthenes was to plead,
all the ingenious Men flock'd to Ahens from the
moft remote Parts of Greece, as to the moft cele-
brated Speftacle of the World +. At London, you
may fee Men fauntering in the Court of Requefts,
while the moft important Debate is carrying on in the
two Houfes ; and many do not think themfelves {uffi-
ciently compenfated, for the lofing of their Dinners,
by all the Eloquence of our moft celebrated Speakers.
When old Citber is to aét, the Curiofity of the Public
is more excited, than when our prime Minifter is to
defend him{elf from a Motion for his Removal or Im-
peachment.

Evey a Perfon unacquainted with the noble Re-
mains of ancient Orators, may judge, from a few
Strokes, that the Stile or Species of their Eloquence
was infinitely more fublime than that which modern

T Neillud quidem intelligunt, non modo ita memoriz pro-
ditum effe, fed ita neceffe fuiflfe, cum Demoftbenes diGurus efiet,
ut concurfus, audiendi caufa, ex tota Grecia fierent., At cum
it Artici dicunt, non modo a corona (quod eft ipfum mifera-
bile ) fed etiam ab advocatis relinquuntur,

Cicero de Claris Oratoribus.

Orators
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Oratorsafpire to. Howabfurd w ould it appear, in our
1:‘.-111;*-;'1';1:u:u'.d calm Speakers, to make ufe of an Ho-
firsphe, like that noble one of Demofibenes, fo much

Quinfilian and Longinus, when, juftify-

celebrated by Lundi !

ing the un fuccefsful Battle of Charonea, he breaks out,
No, my Felloaw-Citizens, No: You bawe not err'd. I
fwear by the Manes of thofe Heroes, avbo fought for the
fame Caufe in the Plains of MarRATHON and PLAT £,
Who could now endure fuch a bold and poetical Fi-
gure, as that which Gicero employs, after defcribing
in the moft tragical Terms the Crucifixion ofa Reman
Citizen. Should I paint the Horrors of this Scene, not fa
Roman Citizens, not to the Allies of our State, ot {0
thofe awha bave ever beardof the Roman Name, not sven
10 Men. but to Brute-Creatures 5 ory to go [ vt hers fhonkd
1 Iift up my Voice, in the moff defolate Solitude, to the

Rocks and Mountains, yet fpould 1 furcly fee thofe rude and

inanimate Parts of Nature mov'd avith Horror and In-
.:."J:gwufm at the Recital of _;'L enormous an Adion .
With what a Blaze of Eloquence muft {fuch a Sentence
be furrounded to give it Grace, or caufe it to make
any Impreflion on the Hearers ! And what noble Art
and fublime Talents are requifite to arrive, by juft De-
grees, at a Sentiment fo bold and exceflive : To inflame

+ The Orsginal is; Quod fi hec non ad cives Romanos, non
#d aliquos amicos noftree civitatis, non ad eos qui populi Ro-
mani nomen audiffent ; denique, fi non ad homines, veram ad
beftias ; aut etiam, ut longius progrediar, fi in diqua deler=
tiffima folitudine, ad faxa & ad fcopulos hazc conqueri & de-
plorare vellem, tamen omnia muta atque inanima, tanta & tam
indigna rerum atrocitate commoverenturs  Cic, 1n Ver.

I the
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the Audience, fo as to make them accompany the
Speaker in fuch violent Paflions, and fuch elevated
Conceptions : And to conceal, under a Torrent of
Eloquence, the Artifice, by which all this is effec-
tuated !

SuiTaeLE to this Vehemence of Thought and Ex-
preflion, was the Vehemence of A&ion, obferved in
the ancient Orators. 'The fupplofio pedis, or ftamping
with the Foot, was one of the moft ufual and mode-
rate Geftures they made ufe of +; tho’ that is now
efteem’d too violent, either for the Senate, Bar, or
Pulpit, and is only admitted into the Theatre, to ac-
company the moft violent Paflions, that are there re-
prefented.

I am fomewhat at a Lofs to what Caufe we may
afcribe fo fenfible a Decline of Eloquence in latter
Ages. 'The Genius of Mankind, at all Times, is,
perhaps, equal: The Moderns have applied them-
felves; with great Induftry and Succefs, to all the
other Arts and Sciences : And one of the moft learned
Nations of the Univerfe poffefles a popular Govern-
ment ; which feems requifite for the full Difplay of
thefe noble Talents : But notwithftanding all thefe
Advantages, our Progrefs in Eloquence is very incon-

F Ubi dolor ? Ubi ardor animi, qui etiam ex infantium inge-
niis elicere voces & querelas folet ? nulla perturbatio animi,
nulla corporis j frons non percuffa, non femur ; pedis (guod
minimum eff ) nulla fupplofios Itaque tantum abfuit ut inflam-
mares noftros animos ; fomnum ifto loco vix tenebamus,

Cicero de Claris Oratoribus,

fiderable,
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fiderable, in Comparifon of the Advances we have

miade in all the other Partsof Learning.

Suavy we affert, that the Strains of ancient Elo-
e are unfuitable to our Age, and not to be imi-

quf.“nc
¢ Whatever Reafons may be

tated by modern Orators
made Ufe of to prove this, T am perfuaded they will

be found, L:pon]'x;\.lmlu;mn, to be unfound and un-

{atisfactory.

Firft, I T may be {aid, that in ancient Times, du-
ring '.'m.- flourifhing Period of the Greck and Roman
Learning, the municipal Laws, in every State, were
but few and fimple, and the Decifion of Cauifes was,
in a great Meafure, left to the Equity and common
Senfe of the Judges. The Study of the Laws was not

then a laborious Occupation, which requir'd the Drud-
gery of a v hole Life to finifh it, and was utterly in-
1‘ with every other Study or Profeflion. The
great Statefmen ind Generals among the Romans
alt Lawyers; and Cieers, to fhew the Facility of

compat

WETE
this Science, declares, that, in the midft of all his Oc-

cupations, he w ould undertake, in a few Days, to
make himfelf a compleat Civilian. Now, W here a
Pleader addreffes himfelf to the Equity of his Judges,
he has much more Room to difplay his Eloquence,
than where he muft draw his Arguments from ftrict
Laws, Statutes and Precedents. In the former Cafe,
many Circumftances muft be taken in, many rrri'or.'.'.l
Confiderations regarded ; and even Favour and Incli-
nation, which it belongs to the Orator, by his Art and
Eloquence, to conciliate, may be ¢ difguis 'd under the
Appear-
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Appearance of Equity.  But, how fhall a2 modern ‘ k ;
Lawyer have Leifure to quit his laborious Occupa- -'
tion, in order to gather the Flowers of Parnafus ? 1

Or, what Opport unity fhall he have of d:.p]’-\mg

them, ami "l the 1'1':7‘!-[ and fubtile Arguments, Ob-

je€tions and Replies, which ke is obliged to mak i
Ufeof ? The gre: ateflt Genius,

who fhould pretend to plead before the Chancellor, af-

and greateft fi'.t.r:,,

\
ter a Month’s Study of the Laws, would only labour
to make himfelf ridiculous. i
i
I am ready to own, that this Circumflance, of thea
Multiplicity and Intricacy of Laws, is a Difcourage-
ment to Eloquence in modern Times: But I aflert,
that it will not account intirely for the Decline of thae
noble Art. It may banifh Oratory from Wefiminflo»-
Hall, but not from either of the Houfes of Parlia-
men Among the dthenians, the Areopagites exprefs
forbad all Allurements of El oquence ; nor do we
find, in the Greet Orations wrote in the Judiciary
Form, fuch a bold and rhetorical Stile as appears in
\ the Romean. But to what a Pitch did the Athonians l
carry their Bloquence in the deliberative Kind, when
.-"'.‘I":{i.—: of State were canvaft, and the Liberty, Hap- '; '
: pinefs, and Honour of the Nation were the Subjeéts it
of Debate ¢ Difputes of this Nature elevate the Ge-
nius above all others, and give the fulleft Scope to E-

loquence ; and fuch Difputes are very frequentin this |

yation.

Secondly, 1+ may be prétended, that the Decline i
1111" ror f‘rn"i Senfe of

the
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the Moderns, who rejed, with Difdain, all thofe rhe-
torical Tricks, which may be employ’d to {educe the
Judges, and will admit of nothing but folid Argu-
ment in any Debate or Deliberation.  1f 2 Manbeac-
cus'd of Murder, the Faét muft be prov’d by Witnefles
and Evidence ; and the Laws will afterwards deter-
mine the Punifhment of the Criminal. It would be
ridiculous to defcribe, in ftrong Colours, the Horror
and Cruelty of the Aélion: To introduce the Rela-
tions of the Dead ; and, ata Signal, make them throw
themfelves at the Feet of the Judges, imploring Ju-
fice with Tears and Lamentations : And #ill more
ridiculous would it be, to employ a Painter to draw
a Pi@ture reprefenting the bloody Deed, in order ta
move the Judges by the Difplay of fo tragical a Spec-
tacle : Tho' we know, that this poor Artifice was
fometimes praétifed by the Pleaders of Old.  Now,
banifh the Pathetic from public Difcourfes, and you
reduce the Speakers merely to modern Eloquence ;
that is, to Good-Senfe, deliver'd in proper Expref-
fions.

Prruaps it may be acknowledg'd, that our mo-
dern Cuftoms, or our fuperior Good-Senfe, if yoR
will, fhould make our Orators more cautious and re-
ferv’d than the ancient, in attempting to inflame the
Pafions, or elevate the Imagination of their Audi-
ence : But, I fee no Reafon, why it fhould male them
defpair abfolutely of fucceeding in that Attempt. It
fhould make them redouble their Art, not abandon
it intirely. 'The ancient Orators feem alfo to have
been on their Guard againft this Jealonfy of their Au-
dience ;
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dience ; but they took a different Way of cluding . t i
it . They hurry'd away with fuch a Torrent of Sy .
blime and Pathetic, that they left their Hearers no :5
Leifure to perceive the Artifice, by which they were !
deceiv'd. Nay, to confider the Matter aright, they

were not deceiv’d by any Artifice. The Orator, by

the Force of his own Genius and Eloquence, firft in-

flam’'d himfelf with Anger, Indignation, Pity, Sor- .
row ; and then communicated thofe impetuous Move- '
ments to his Audience. |

Doks any Man pretend to have more good Senfe
than Fulius Cafar 2 Yet that haughty Conqueror, we
know, was {o fubdu’d by the Charms of Gicers's Elo.
quence, that he was, in a Manner, conftrain’d to
change his fettled Purpofe and Refolution, and to ab.

3 folve a Criminal, whom, before that Orator appear'd,
he was determin’d to condemn.

Thirdly, It may be pretended, that the Diforders
. of the ancient Governments, and the €Nnormous
Crimes, of which the Citizens were often guilty, af-
forded much ampler Matter for Eloquence than can
,l be met with among the Moderns. Were there no
‘ Verres or Catiline, there would be no Cicero., But that ihi i
'} this Reafon can have no great Influence, is evident - i . I'

"Twould be eafy to find a Philip. in modern Times ;
but where fhall we find a Demofthencs 2

WaaT remains, then, but that we lay the Blame Bl L
: on the Want of Genius, or of Judgment in our Speak- Ly

t Longinus, Cap, 35

ers,
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than what we have been hitherto ent v.L.lt:.'-.i with.

There is :c-r;:,":fr {omething accidental in the firlt

1 JCre

Rife and the Progrefs o f the Arts in any Nation. I

doubt if a very fatisfallory Reafon can be

Zfl'.?‘:!?L Rome, ‘!-!-L it T\lL v d ."tI its Arts from Greeee,
Tafte or Relifh of Statuary,
1

¢, without reaching the Prac-

Arts: While modern Rome has bect

 Remains found dmm",; t‘.:c Ruin
1ty, ;-.!;f_‘: has carried thefe Artsto the greatelt

Iad fuch a cultivated {1L'wi:-, as my
when

Libesty began to be fully eftablifh’'d, and popul

4

{femblies to enter into all 1'hv moft material Point
Government, Iam perfuade {fo illuftrious an !

ple would have given a quite {‘Lﬂ'-rr nt Turn to Britifk
Eloquence, an d m.ldt, us reach the Perfe@ion of the
ancient Model.  Our Orators would then have done
Honour to their Country, as well as our Poets and
Philofophers, and Britifs Ciceros have appear'd as well
as Britifhy Platos and Vivgils.

{ pave confelt that there is fomething accidental
in the Origin and Progrefs of the Arts in any Na-

vion ; and yet I cannot forbear thinking, that if the
pther
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other learned and polite. Nations of Ewrepe had poflett
the {fame Advantages of a popular Government, they
would probably have carried Eloquence to a greater
w. 1 he .fa cnch
Sermons, efpecially thofe of Fluchier and Bourdaliiie,

Height thanit has yet reach’d in B

arcmuch iupcnor to the & 5 anthis Particolar 3 and

i Flechier there are many Strokes of the moft fublime
Poetry. His Fureral Sermon on the Marechal de Tu-
renne 15 a good Inftance.  None but private Caufes, in
that Country, are ever debated before their Parlia-
ment or Courts of Judicature ; but notw ithftanding
this Difadvantage, thereappearsa Spirit of Eloquence
in many of their Laveyers, which, with praper Cul-
tivation and Encouragement, might rife to the greateft
Heights. The Pleadings of Patru are very elegant,
and give us room to imagine what fo fine a Genius

could have perform'd in Queftions concerning public
Liberty or Slavery, Peace or War, who exerts him-
felf with fuch Succefs, in Debatesconcerning the Price
of anold Horle, or a goffiping Story of a Quarrel be-
twixt an Abbefs and her Nuns. For, ’tis remarkable,
t'mLt this polite Writer, tho' efteem’d by all the Men

Wit in his Time, was never employ'd in the moft
le Caufes of their Courts of Judicature, but
livid and dy'd in Poverty : From an ancient Prejudice

confider:

induftrioufly propagated by the Dunces in all Coun-
tries, Tkat a Man of Gentus is unfit for DBufinefs. The

Diforders produced by the Miniftry of Cardinal Ma-
zarine, made the Parliament of Paris enter into the
Difcuflion of public Affairs ; and during that thort

Interval, there appear’d many Symptoms of the Re-
vival of ancient Eloquence. 'The Awocat-General,

G3
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Talor, in an Oration, invok’d on his Knees the Spirit
of St. Louis to look down with Compaffion on his di-
vided and unhappy People, and to infpire them, from
above, with the Love of Concord and Unanimity +.
The Members of the French Academy have attempted
to give us Models of Eloquence in their Harangues at
their Admittance : But, having no Subjeét to difcourfe
upon, they have run altogether into a fulfome Strain
of Panegyric and Flattery, the moft barren of all Sub-
jé&s. - Their Stile, however, is commonly, on thefe
Occafions, very elevated and fublime, and might
reach the greateft Heights, were it employ’d ona Sub-
ject more favourable and engaging.

Tuere are fome Circumftances in the Engli/b Tem-
per and Genius, which are difadvantageous to the Pro-
grefs of Eloquence, and render all Attempts of that
Kind more dangerous and difficult among them than
among any other Nation in the Univerfe. The Eng-
7/ are confpicuous for Good-fénfe, which makes them
very jealous of any Attempts to deceive them by the
Flowers of Rhetoric and Elocution. They are alfo
peculiarly modefl ; which makes them confider itas a
Piece of Arrogance to offer any thing but Reafon to
public Affemblies, or attempt to guide them by Paf-
fion or Fancy. I may, perhaps, be allow’d to add,
that the People in general are not remarkable for De-
Ticacy of Tafte, or for Senfibility to the Charms of
the Mufes. 'Their mafical Parts, to ufe the Expref-
fion of a noble Author, are but indifferent.  Hence

4+ De Ret’s Memoirs,

their
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their Comic Poets, to move them, muft have Recourfe
to Obfcenity ; their Tragic Poets to Blood and Slaugh-
ter : And hence their Orators, being depriv’d of any
fuch Refource, have abandoned altogether the Hopes
of moving them, and have confin’d themfelves to plain
Argument and Reafoning.

Taese Circumftances, join’d to particular Acci-
dents, may, perhaps, have retarded the Growth of
Eloquence in this Kingdom ; but will not be able to
prevent its Succefs, if ever it appear amongft us: And
one may fafely pronounce, that this is a Field in
which the moft flourifhing Lawrels may yet be gather'd,
if any Youth of accomplith’d Genius, thoroughly ac-
quainted with all the polite Arts, and not ignorant of
public Bufinefs, {hould appear in Parliament, and ac-
cuftom our Ears to an Eloquence more commanding
and pathetic. ~And to confirm me in this Opinion,
there occur two Confiderations, the onederiv’d from
ancient, the other from modern Times.

"T'1s feldom or never found, when a falfe Tafte in
Poetry or Eloquence prevails among any People, that
it has been preferr’d to a true, upon Comparifon and
Reflettion. It commonly prevails merely from Igno-
rance of the true, and from the want of perfe&t Mo-
dels, to lead Men into a jufter Apprehenfion, and
more refin’d Relifh of thofe Produétions of Genius,
When thefe appear, they foon unite all Suffrages in
their Favour, and, by their natural and powerful
Charms, gain over, even the moft prejudic’d, to the
Love and Admiration of them. The Principles of

G4 every
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every Paffion, and of every Sentiment, is in every

‘ 1c2 ES8S

Man ; and when you touch them properly, they rife

to Life, and warm the Heart, and convey that Satis-

faltion by which a Work of Genius is diftinguifh’d

from the adulterate Beanties of a capricious Wit and

Fzmcy. And if this Obfervation be true, with regard

g o all the liberal Arts, it muft be peculiarly fo, with

regard to Eloquence ; which, being merely calculated

for KH" Public, and for Men of the World, cannot,

vith any Pretext of Reafon, appeal from the People

tomore refin’d Judges ; but muft fubmit to the public

Verdi&, without Referve or Limitation. Whoever,

upon Comparifon, isdeem’d by the People the ixﬂ‘d

Orator, ought moft certainly to be pro'loum 'd fuch,

by Men cf Science and Erudition.  And tho’ an indif-

ferent Orator may triumph for a long Time, and be

| efteem’d altogether perfeét by the Vulgar, who are fa-

tisfy’d with his Accomplithments, and know not in

what he is defective : Yet, whenever the true Genius

appears, Az draws to him the Attention of every one,
| and immediately appears fuperior to his Rival.

Now, to judge, by this Rule, ancient Eloquence,
e fublime and paflionate, is of a much jufter

¢ than the modern, or the argumentative and ra-
tional ; and; if properly executed, will 2lways have

19}

p
more Command and Authority over Mankind, W
are fati f d w 1*7\ our Mediocrity, becaufe we have

v G, E
'.m'/ thino better : Butthe An-
o

)erience of borl‘ a '*c".. 'JD()’] CC‘T,D’ if
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ftaken, our modern Eloquence is of the fame Stile cr
Species with that'which ancient Critics denominated
Attic Eloquenice, that is, calm, elegant, and fibtile,
which inftru&ted ‘the Reafon more than affected the
Paflions, and never rais’d its Tone above Argument or
common Difcourfe. Such was the Isloqucncc of Lyfias
among the Athenians, and of Calvus among the Ro-
mans. - Thefe were efteem’d in their Time ; but when
compar'd with Demoflhenes and Cicero, were ¢ eclips’d
like a Taper when fet in the Raj ys of 2 meridian Sun.
Thofe latter Orators poflefs’d the fame Elegance, and
Subtility, and Force of Argument, with the former ;
but what render’d them chiefly admirable, was that
Pathetic and Sublimc, which, on proper Occafions,
they threw into their Difcourfe, and | by which they
commanded the I\c;olutxons of their Audience.

O r this Species off]oqumcc we have fearce had

any Inftances in Britain, at leaft in our public Speakers,

ko

In our Writers, we have had {ome Inflances, which

have met with great Applaufe, and might aflure our

ambitious Youth of equal or fuperior Glory in Attempts
for the Revival of ancient Eloquence. I\.;) Lord Bo.

lingbroke’s Productions contain a Force and Encrgy
and Sublime, which our Orators fcarce ever aim at ;

tho’ ’tis evident, that fuch an elevated Stile has much

better Grace in a Speaker than in a Writer, and is af-
fur'd of a more prompt and more aftonitbing Succefs.
"T'is there feconded by the Graces of Voice and A&ic
"The Movements are mutually communicated by Sym-
pathy, betwixt the Orator and the Audience : And
the very Afpe& of a large Affembly, attentive to the
L& I

LT




154 ESS5AY XVL

Difcourfe of one Man, muft infpire him with a pe-
culiar Elevation, fufficient to give a Propriety to the
ftrongeft Figures and Expreffions. Tis true, there is
a great Prejudice againtt Set- Speeches ; and a Man can
{carce efcape Ridicule, who repeats a Difcourfe, 2s a
School-boy does his Leflon, and takes no Notice of
any thing that has been advanc’d in the Courfe of the
Debate. But where is the Neceflity of falling into
this Abfurdity ? A public Speaker muft know before-
hand the Queftion under Debate.  He may compofe
all the Arguments, Objections, and Anfwers, fuchas
he thinks will be moft proper for his Difcourfe. If
any thing new occur, he may fupply it from his In-
vention ; nor will the Difference be very apparent be-
twixt his elaborate and his extemporary Compofiti-
ons. The Mind naturally continues with the fame
Impetus or Force, which it has acquir’'d by its Motion ;
as a Veflel, once impell’d by the Oars, carries on its
Courfe for fome Time, even when the Original Im-

pulfe is fufpended.

I suavrL conclude this Subjeét with obferving, that
even tho” our modern Orators fhould not elevate their
Stile, or afpire to a Rivalfhip with the Ancient ; yet
there is a material Defeft in moft of their Speeches,
which they might corre&®, without departing from
that compos’d Air of Argument and Reafoning, 0
which they limit their Ambition. Their great Aftec-
tation of extemporary Difcourfes has made them reject
all Order and Method, which feems fo requifite to
Argument, and without which ’tis fcarce poffible to

produce an ingixe Conviclion in the Mind, "Tis not,
3 that
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that I would recommend many formal Divifions in a
public Difcourfe, unlefs the Subje&t very evidently
offer them : But ’tis eafy, without this Formality, to
obferve a Method, and make that Method confpicu-
ous to the Hearers, who will be infinitely pleas’d to fee
the Arguments rife naturally from one another, and
will retain a more thorough Perfuafion, that can arife
from the ftrongeft Reafons, which are thrown together
in Confufion.

G6 ESSAY
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Of the RisE and PROGRESS of the
ARTs and SCIENCES.

HERE is not a Matter of greater Nicety, in

: our Enguiries concerning human Aflairs, than
to diftinguifh exaltly what is owing to Chance, and
what proceeds from Cexfés ; nor is there any thing,
in which an Author is more apt to deceive himfelf, by
falfe Subtilties and Refinements. To foy, that any
Event is derivid from Chance, cuts fhort all farther
Enguiry concerning it, and leaves the Writer in the
{ame State of Ignorance with all the reft of Mankind.

But when the Event is fuppofed to proceed from cer-
tain and ftable Caufes, he may then difplay Eis Inge-
nuity, in afligning thefe Caufes ; and as a Man of
any Subtility can never be at a Lofs in this Parti-
cular, he has thereby an Opportunity of fwelling his
Velumes, and difcovering his Profound Knowledge,
in obferving what efcapes the Vulgar and Ignorant.

Tar diftinguifhing betwixt Chance and Caufes
muft depend upon every particular Man's Sagacity,
in confidering every particular Incident. But, if I
were to aflign any general Rule to help us in applying
this
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this Diftin&ion, it would be the following, What d.-
pends upon a feaw Py vfors is, in a great Meafure, to be
afcrib’d to Chance, or fecret and untnoavn Caufes: What
arifes from a great Number, may often be accounted JSar
by determinate and bnown Caufes.
" THERE may two very natural Reafons be affign’d
for this Rule. Firf?, If you {uppofe a Dye to have
any Byafs, however {fmall, to a particular Side, this
Byafs, though, perhaps, it may not appear in a few
Throws, will certainly prevail in a great Number,
and will caft the Balance intirely to that Side. Inlike
Manner, when any Caufes beget a particular Inclina-
tion or Paffion, at a certain Time, and among a cer-
tain People ; tho’ many Individuals may efcape the
Contagion, and be rul’d by Paffions peculiar to them-
felves ; yet the Multitude will certainly be infected
with the common Paflion, and be govern'd by it in all
their A&ions.

Secondly, Trosk Principles or Caufes, which are
fitted to operate on a Multitude, are always of a grof-
ferand more ftubborn Natare, lefs fubject to Accidents,
and lefs influenc’d by Whim and private Fancy, than
thofe which operate on a few only. The latter are
commonly {o delicate and refin’d, that the fmalleft In-
cident in the Health, Education, or Fortune of parti-
cular Perfons, is {ufficient to divert their Courfe, and
tetard their Operation, nor is it poflible to reduce them
o0 any general Maxims or Obfervations. Their In-
fluence at one Time, will never aflure us concerning
their Influence at another ; even tho’ all the general
Circumftances thould be the fame in both Cafes,

;
To
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To judge by this Rule, the domeftic and the gra-
dual Revolutions of a State, muft be a more proper
Subject of Reafoning and Obfervation, than the foreign
and the momentary, which are commonly produc'd
by fingle Perfons, and are more influenc’d by Whim,
Folly, or Caprice, than by general Paffions and Inter-
efts. 'The Depreflion of the Lords, and Rife of the
Commons in Ezgland, after the Statute of Alienations,
and the Increafe of Trade and Induftry, are more ea-
fily accounted for by general Principles, than the De-
preflion of the Spani/b, and Rife of the French Mo-
narchy, after the Death of Charles Quint. Had

‘HarryIV. Cardinal Richelien, and Loziis XIV . been Spa-

niards ; and Phifip 11, 111, and IV, and Charles II,
been Fronchmen, the Hiftory of thefe two Nations had
been intirely revers'd.

For the fame Reafon, ’tis more eafy to account for
the Rife and Progrefs of Commerce in any Kingdom,

" “than for that of Learning ; and a State, that fhould

apply itfelf to the Encouragement of the one, would
be much more affur’d of Succefs, than one which
fhould cultivate the other. Avarice, or the Defire of
Gain, is an univerfal Paffion, that operates at all Times
in all Places, and upon all Perfons : But Curiofity, or
the Love of Knowledge, has but a very limited Influ-
ence, and requires Youth, Leifure, Education, 5e-
nius, and Example, to make it govern any Perfon.
You will never want Bookfellers, while there are Buy-
ers of Books: But there may frequently be Readers,

where there are no Anthors, Maultitudes of People,
5 Ne-
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Neceflity and Liberty, have begot Commerce in Ho/-

land : But Study and Application have not produc’d
any eminent Writers.

Wk may, therefore, conclude, that there is no Sub-
je&, wherein we muft proceed with more Caution,
than in tracing the Hiftory of the Arts and Sciences i
left we aflignCaufes that never exifted, and reduce
what is merely contingent to ftableand univerfal Prin-
ciples. Thofe, who cultivate the Sciences in any
State, are always few in Number : The Paffion, that
governs them, limited : Their Tafte and Judgment
tender and eafily perverted : And their Applicationdi-
ftarb’d with the fmalleft Accident. Chance, therefore,
or fecret and unknown Caufes, muft have a great In-

flience on the Rife and Progrefs of all the refin’'d
Arts.

Bu there is a Reafon, which induces me not to
afcribe the Matter altogether to Chance. Tho' the
Perfons, that cultivate the Sciences with fuch aftonifh-
ing Succefs, as to attra& the Admiration of Pofterity,
be always few, in all Nations and all Ages ; ’tis im-
pofiible but a Share of the fame Spirit and Genius muft
be antecedently diffus'd thro’ the People among whom
they arife, in order to produce, form, and cultivate,
from their carlieft Infancy, the Tafte and Judgment of
thofe eminent Writers. The Mafs cannot be altoge-
ther infipid, from which fuch refin'd Spirits are ex-
vacted +. There is a Ged within us, fays Owid, who

T Eft Deus in nobis ; agitante calefcimus illo 3
Impetus hic, facr femina mentis habet,
Qwid, Faft, Lib, 1.
breathes
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breathes that Divine Fire, by avhich ave are avimated.

160

Poets, in all Ages, have advanc’d this Claim to In-
{piration. There is not, however, any thing fuper-
naturzl in the Cafe. Their Fire 15 not kindled from
Heaven. It only runs along the Earth; is caught
from one Breaft to another ; and burns brighteft, where
the Materials are beft prepar’d, and molt happily dif-
pos’d. The Queftion, therefore, concerning the Rife
and Progrefs of the Arts and Sciences, is not altoge-
ther a Queftion concerning the Tafte, Genius, and
Spirit of a few, but concerning thofe of a whole Peg-
ple; and may, therefore, be accounted for, in {fome
Meafure, by general Caufes and Principles. I grant,
that a Man, who fhould enquire why fich a particulat
Poet, as Homer, for Inflance, exifted in {uch a Place,
at {fuch a Time, would throw himfelf Head-long into
Chimzra, and could never treat of {uch a Subject
without a2 Multitude of falfe Subtilties and Refine-
ments. He might as well pretend to give a Reafon,
why fuch particular Generals, as Fabius and Sapio,
liv’d in Rome at fuch a'Time, and why Fabius came
into the World before Scipio.  For {uch Incidents as
thofe, no other Reafon can be given but that of Ho-
race.
Scit genins, natale comes, qui temperat ('.'J.".’;':rm.,
Natura Deus bumana, mortalisin unum

— Quodpue caput, vulta mutabilis, albus & ater.

BuTt, I am perfuaded, that in many Cafes very
good Reafons might be given, why fuch a particular
Nation is more ‘polite and Jearned, at a particular
Time,
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lime, than any of its Neighbours. At leaft, this

A ..)

fo curious a Subje, that 'tis a Pity to abandon it in-
tirely, before we have found, whether or not it be
fufceptible of Reaf onm'or, and can be reduc’d to any
general Principles. I fhall, t therefore, proccea to de-

liver a few (Jl»(:'r\:L'inn‘ on this Subje®, which I fub-

ire Deference, to the ('-:'z,f'_zrg and Ex-

the Learned.

s ana dclences to m{//, at jx,/,, among any F mf/.", un-
e

sfs that Peaple enjoy the Bl Jing of a free Government,

fervation 1s, That it is impo ///l/ Sfor the

Ix the firft Ages of the World, when Men are sas

yet, barbarous and ignorant, they feck for r.o farther
ity againft mutual Violence and Injuftice, than

the Lhucc of fome Rulers, few or many, in whom

they place an implicite Confidence, without providing

-

any Security, by Laws or political Inftitutions, againft
the Violence and Injuftice of thefe Rulers. If the
Authority be center'd in a fingle Perfon, and if the Peo-
ple, by Conqueft or Generation, increafe to a great
Multitude, the Monarch, finding it impoflible, in his
own Perfon, to execute every Office of Sov cwrrntj,
in every Place, muft delegate his Authority to inferior
Magiftrates, who preferve Peace and Order in their
particular Diftriéts. As Experience and Education
have not yet refin’d the Wits of Men to any confides-
able Degree, the Prince, who is himfelf unreftrain'd,
never dreams of reftraining his Minifters, but dele-
gates his full Authority to every one, whom he fets
over any Portion of the People.  All general Laws
are
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are attended with Inconveniencies, when apply'd to

particular Cafes; and it requires great Penetration
and Experience, bothto perceive that thefe Inconve-

niencies are fewer than what refult from full difcreti-

onary Power Magiftrate; and alfo, to difcern

what general Laws are, upon the Whole, attended
with feweflt Inconveniencies. ThisisaMatter of fo great

Difficulty, that Nen may have made fome Advarices,

even in the fublime Arts of Poetry and

) Eloquence,
where a Rapidity of Genius and Imagination affifts
their Progrefs, be fore they have arriv’d at any preat
Refinements in their Municipa! Laws, where frequent
Trials, and diligent Obfervation can alone dire& their
Improvements. It is not, therefore, to be fuppos'd,
that a barbarous Monarch, unreftrain’d and uninftru@-
ed, will ever become a Legiflator, or think of re-
firaining his Ba/bas in every Province, or even his
Cadis in every Village. We are told, that the late
Cxar, tho® aftuated with a noble Genius, and {mit
with the Love and Admiration of European Arts ; yet
profefs'd an Efteem for the Turki/’ Policy in this Par-
ticular, and approv'd of the fummary Decifions of
Caufes, which are pratifed in that barbarous Mo-
narchy, where the Judges are not reftrain’d by any Me-

‘thods, Forms, or Laws. He did not perceive, how

contrary fuch aPractice would have been to all his other
Endeavours for refining his People. Defpotic Power,
in all Cafes, is fomewhat oppreflive and debafing ;
but ’tis altogether ruinous and intolerable, when con-
trafted into a fmall Compafs ; and becomes ftill worle,
when the Perfon, who pofiefles it, knows that the

Time of his Authority is limited and uncertain. He-
but
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bet _/Eg(’jrﬁa_r tanguam fuos 3 wiles, ut alienos *, He
governs the SubjeCts with full Authority, as if they
were his own ; and with Negligence or Tyranny, as
belonging toanother. A People goveri’d afterfucha
Manner are S/awes, in the full and proper Senfe of
the Word ; and "tis impoffible they can ever afpire to
any Refinements of Tafte or Realon. They dare not
fomuch as pretend to enjoy the Neceflaries of Life, in
Plenty or Security.

T o expet, therefore, that the Arts and Sciences
fhould ever take their £/ Rife in a Monarchy, is to
e.\:pe& a Contradiftion.  Before thefe Refinements
have been ftudy’d, the Monarch is ignorant and bar-
barous; and, nothaving Knowledge fufficient to make
him fenfible of the Neceffity of balancing his Govern-
ment upon general Laws, he delegates his full Powers
to all inferior Magiftrates. This barbarous Policy de-
bafes the People, and for ever prevents all Tmprove-
ment. Were it pollible, that, before Science was
known in the World, a Monarch could poflefs fo much
Wifdom as to become a Legiflator, and govern his
People by Law, not by the arbitrary Will of their Fel-
low-{ubjeéls, it might be pofiible for that Species of
Government to be the firft Nurfery of Arts and Sci-
ences. But in that Suppofition there feems to be a
manifeft Repugnancy.

"T1s poflible, that a Republic, in its Infant-flate,
may be {upported by as few Laws as a barbarous Mo-
harchy, and may entruft as unlimited an Authority to

* Tacit, Hift, Lib, 1.
its

S




'_:\!";dc‘; that the fre-

of thele Mag f\r the Peor

> Check wupon. their Authority § 'tig

L.Jt:'-.'.‘c.\lu:;'. le, but, ina Tra& of Time, the Necelity

ol reitrain ird 1N OTCL to [.l vrve

Liberty, near, and give Rile to general
§

"“.'['.L'f

it
ited Prope

, in that famous

Government, to fecure the

Citizens ; to exempt one Man from the Dominion of

another ; and to

prote& eveéry one from the Violence

1 Tyranny of his Fellow Citizens. In fuch a Situa-
tion the Sciences may raife their Hc::-.fs, and flourifl :
But never can have Being amidft fuch a Scene of Op-

preflion and Slavery, as always refults from bor., rous

Monarchies, where the People alone are reftrain in'd by
the Authority of the Magiftrates, and the Mag iftrates

An unli-

are not reftrain’d by any Law or §
mited Defpotifm of this Nature, while it exifts, ef-
fet uJ‘j ftops all Improvement, and keeps Men from

attaining that Knowledge, which is requifiteto inftruct
them in the Advantages arifing from a better Police,
and more moderate Authority,

HEeRrE
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Here then are the Advantages of Republics,
Tho’a Republic thou'd be barbarous, it neceffarily,
by an infallible Operation, gives Rife to Law, even
before Mankind have made any confiderable Adyan-
¢es in the other Sciences. From Law arifes Security ;
From Security Curiofity : And from Curiofity Know-
ledge. The latter Steps of this Progrefs may be
more accidental ; but the former are altogether ne-
ceflary. A Republic, without Laws, can never have
any Duration. On the contrary, m a Monarchical
Government, Law arifes not neceffarily from the
Forms of the Government. Monarchy, when abfo-
lute, contains even fomething repugnant to Law.
Great Wifdom and Refle®ion can alone reconcile
them.  But {uch a Degree of Wifdom can never be
expeSted, before the greater Refinements and Im.
provements of human Reafon. Thefe Refinements
require Curiofity, Security and Law, The Sirft
Growth, therefore, of the Arts and Sciences can ne-
ver be expedted in defpotic Governments,

Accorpinc tothe neceffary Progrefs of Things,
Law muft precede Science, In Republics Law may
precede Science, and may arife from the very Na-
ture of the Government. In Monarchies it arifes
not from the Nature of the Government, and can-
not precede Science. An abfolute Prince, that is
barbarous, renders all his Minifters and Magiftrates
as abfolute as himfelf: And there needs no more to
prevent, for ever, all Induftry, Curiofity and Sci-
ence,

ToERE
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Tuere are other Caufes, which difcourage the
Rife of the refin’d Arts in defpatic Governments ;
tho' T take the want of Laws, and the Delegation of
full Powers to every petty Magiftrate, to be the prin-
cipal. Eloquence certainly arifes more naturally in
popular Governments: Emulation too, in every Ac-
complifhment, muft be there more animated and
enliven'd: And Genius and Capacity have a fuller
Scope and Career. All thefe Caufes render free Go-
vernments the only proper Nur/ery - for the Arts and

Sciences.

T 1 & fecond Obfervation I fhall make on this Head,
is, That nothing is more Javaeurable to the Rife of Po-
litenefs and Learning, than a Number of ):z‘ngécA'z)‘i/:g
independent States connelted together by Commerce and
Policy. 'The Emulation, which naturally rifes among
thofe neighbouring States, is an obvious Source of
Improvement : But what I wou'd chiefly infift onis
the Stop, that fuch limited Territories give both to
Poaver and to Authority.

Exrtzxpep Governments, where a fingle Per-
fon has great Influence, become immediately defpo-
tic; but fmall ones change naturally into Common-
wealths. A large Government is accuftom’d by De-
grees to Tyranny ; becaufe each A&t of Violence is
at firft perform’d upon a Part, which, being diftant
from the Majority, is not taken Notice of, nor ex-
cites any violent Ferment. Befides, a large Govern-
ment, tho' the whole be difcontented, may, by a lit-
tle
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tle Art, be kept in Obedience ; becaufe each Part,
being ignorant of the Refolutions of the reft, is afraid
to begin any Commotion or Infurre@tion. Not to
mention, that there is a {uperftitious Reverence for
Princes, which Mankind naturally fall into when they
do not often fee the Prince, and when many of them
become not acquainted with him, {o as to find him
but a Man. And as large States can afford a great
Lxpence, in order to fupport the Pomp of Majefty,
this is 2 Kind of Fafcination on Mankind, and naty-
rally contributes to the enflaving of them.

In a fmall Government, any A& of Oppreflion is
immediately known thro' the whole: The Murmurs
and Difcontents, proceeding from it, are eafily com.
municated: And the Indignation rifes the higher,
that the Subjeéts are not apt to apprehend, in fuch
States, that the Diftance is very wide betwixt them-
felves and their Sovereign. “ The greateft Enemies
“ to the Glory of Heroes, fays a certain Writer, are
“ their Zalet de Chambres,” 'Tis certain, that Admi-
ration and Acquaintance are altogether incompatible
with Regard to an y mortal Creature. Anligerus, be-
ing complimented by his Flatterers, as a Deity, and
as the Son of that glorious Planet, which illumi.
nates the Univerfe. Upor that Head, fays he, yo4
may confult the Perfon that emptics my clofe Stoal, Sleep
and Love convinc'd Alexander, that he was not a
God: But I fuppofe thofe who attended him daily,
cou'd have given many other fill more convine-
ing Proofs of his Humanity, in the numberlefs Weak-
neffes to which he was fubje®.

Buw
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Burt the Divifions into fmall States are favoura.

ble to Learning, by ftopping the Progrefs of Auths-

yity, as well as that of Powwer. Reputation is often

as-glf-’-ﬂ a Fafcination upon Mankind as Sovereign-
o and is equally deftru&tive to the Freedom of
Thought and Examination. But where a Number
of neighbouring States have a great Intercourfe of
Arts and Commerce, their mutual Jealoufy keeps
them from receiving too lig]‘.l]y the Law from each
other, in Matters of Tafte or of Reafoning, and makes
them examine every Work of Art with the greateft
Care and Accuracy. The Contagion of popular
Opinion {preads not {o eafily from one Place to ang
ther. It readily receives a Check in fome State or
other, where it concurs not with the prevailing Pre.
sudices. And nothing but Nature or Reafon can foree
jts Way thro’ all Obftacles, and unite the moft rival
Nations into an Efteem and Admiration of it.

G REECE was a Clufter of little Principalitie:,
which foon became Republics; and being united both
by their near Neighbourhood, and by the Ties of the
fame Language and Intereft, they entered into the
clofet Intercourfc of Commerce and of Learning.
"There concurred a happy Climate, a fertile Soil, and
a moft harmonious and comprehenfive Language; {0
that every Circumitance, among that People, feemed
to favour the Rife of the Arts and Sciences. FEachi
City produced its feveral Artifts and Philofophers,
who refus'd to yield the Preference to thofe of the
neighbouring Republics: Their Debates and Conten-

Z tionsé




The R1se of ARTS and Sciences. 16y !
tions fharpen'd the Wits of Men: A Variety of Ob- ' g .
jefts was prefented to the Judgment, while each chal.

leng'd the Preference to the reft: And the Sciences, {]
not being dwarfd by the Reftraint of Authority, '
were enabled to make fuch confiderable Shoots, as
are, even at this Time, the Objects of our Admira.
tion. After the Roman Chriftian or Catholic Church
had fpread itfelf over the civiliz’d World, and had
engrolt all the Learning of the Times, being re-
ally one large State within itfelf, and united under
one Head; this Variety of Sets immediately difap-
pear’d, and the Peripatetic Philofophy was alone ad-
mitted into all the Schools, to the utter Depravation of
every Kind of Learning. But Mankind having, at
Length, thrown off this Yoke, Affairs are now re-
tarned nearly to the fame Situation as before, and Zy_
rape is at prefent a Copy at large, of what Greece was
formerly a Pattern in Miniature. We have feen the I
Advantage of this Situation in feveral Inftances.
What check'd the Progrefs of the Carteffan Philofo-
phy, to which the French Nation thew'd fuch a ftrong
Propenfity towards the End of the laft Century, but
the Oppofition made to it by the other Nations of Ex-
rape, who foon difcover'd the weals Sides of that Phi.
lofophy ? The fevereft Scrutiny, that Newwton's The-
ory has undergone, proceeded not from his Country-
men but Foreigners; and ifit can overcome the Oh-
flacles it meets with at prefent in all Parts of Europe,
it will probably go down triumphant to the lateft i
Poflerity. The Englifb are become fenfible of the i ;‘r: ‘
feandalous Licentioufnefs of their Stage, from the Ex- i '
ample of the French Decency and Morals. The
H Freich
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fomewhat effeminate, by too much Love and Gallan-
try, and begin to approve of the more mafculine
Tafle of {ome of their neighbouring Nations.

, are convinc'd, that their Theatre has become

In China there feems to be a pretty confiderable
Stock of Politenefs and Science, which, in the Courfe

of {fo many Centuries, might rally be expeted

'd, than

and fin

to ripen into fomething more perfed

what has yet rom them. But China is one valt

seaking one Language, govern'd by one

o

'.3.::'-111:1', {i
Law, and fympathizing in t] {fame Manners. The

Authority of any Teacher, fuch as Confucius, was

propagated eall ily from one Corner of the Empire
another. 1\\1-’._)"51_‘ had the L.O'.'.J'ﬂgc to refut the fur*

"

erity were not

rent of popular Opinion. And Pof
}

beld engugh to {‘!.i';-i‘kl-'.[.,' what had been ll!li\'c:'i_;tﬂy

u

it Anceftors. 'This feems to be one

receivid by th

natural Reafon, why the Sciences have made fo floy

a Progrefs in that mighty Empire®.

(=

how awe can reconcile to the foregoi

¢ e ook
, Riches, and good Police of ‘the Clingts

been govern'd by a fole Monarch, and can

ee Government ; I would anfwe

be 2 pure Menis r(hv it :._'-

"This proceeds from a Pecu-

the Situation of that Country : They have no Neighs=

bours, except the Tartars, from whom they were, in fome
Meafure, fecur’d, at leaft fecm’d to be fecur’d, by therr fi-

jority of their Humbers.

mous Wall, and by the great Supe
By this Means, military Difcipline has always been much negs

" oy o . L R,
jected amongft them 5 and their flanding Forees are mere Ml
tidy
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Ir we confider the face of the Globe, Europe, of
all the four Parts of the World, is the moft broken
by Seas, Rivers, and Mountains; and Greece of all
Countries of Europe. Hence thefe Regions were na-
turally divided into feveral diftin& Governments.,
And hence the Sciences arofe in Grecee; and Europe
has been hitherto the moft conftant Habitation of
them,

HavE {ometimes been inclin’d to think

that In.-
terruptions in the Periods of Learning, were they not
attended with fuch a Deftruétion of ancient Bogks,
and the Records of Hiftory, wou’d be rather favou-
rable to the Arts and Sciences, by breaking the Pro-
grefs of Authority, and dethroning the tyrannical
Ufurpers over human Reafon. In this Particular, they
have the fame Influence, as Interruptions in politi-
cal Governments and Societies.  Confider the flayith
Submiffion of the ancient Philofophiers to the feveraj
Maflers in each School, and yowil be convinc'd, that

tia, of the worft kind, ; and unfit to fupprefs, any general Ine
furre@ion in Countries fo extremely populous. The Sword,
therefore, may properly be faid to be always in the Heands of
the People, which is a fufficient Reftraint upon the Monarch,
and obliges him to lay his #Mardarins or Governors of Provinces
under the Reftraint of general Laws, in order to prevent thofe
Rebellions, which we learn from Hiftory to have been fo fie-.
fuent and dangerous, in that Government. Perhaps, 2 pure
Monarchy of this Kind, were it fitted for Defence againft foe
reign Enemies, would be the beft of all Governments, as hav-
ng both the Tranquillity attending Kingly Power, and the
Moderation and Liberty of popular Affesblics,

H =z ne
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no good cou’d ever be expetted from a hundred Cep.
turies of fuch a fervile Philofophy. Even the Ec/e.
about the Age of Augnfius, notwith:
ftanding their profefling to chufe freely what pleas’d
them from every different Set, were yet, in the
main, as {lavifh and dependent as any of their bre-

tics, who arofe ¢

thren ; fince they fought for Truth, not in Nature,
but in the feveral Schools; where they fuppos'd the
muft neceffarily be found, tho’ not united in a Body,
yet difpers'd in Parts. Upon the Revival of Learn-
ing, thofe Sefts of Stoics and Epicureans, P/(.'fwz{'/?;
and Pythagoreans cow'd never regain any Credit or
Authority ; and, at the fame Time, by the Example
of their Fall, kept Men from fubmitting, with fuch
blind Deference, to thofe new Se&ts, which have at.
tempted to gain an Afcendant over them.

Tuz third Obfervation I fhall form on this Heads
of the Rife and Progrefs of the Arts and Sciences, is,
That tha’ the only proper Nurlery of thefe noble Plants be
a free Government, yet they may be tranfplanted into any
Gowernment 5 and that a Republic is moft fawvourable
to the Groawth of the Sciences, and a civiliz'd Monar-
chy to that of the polite Arts,

To balance a large State or Society, whether Mo-
parchical or Republican, on general Laws, is a Work
of fo great Difficulty, that no human Genius, how-
ever comprehenfive, is able, by the mere dint of Rea-
{fon and Reflettion, to effeétuate it, The Judgments
of many muft unite in this Work : }<xpcr1ence muft

guide their Labour: Time muft bri ing it to Perfecti-
on;
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And the f}rcling of Inconveniencies muft correct
f]u_‘ :\\II'T'

en:

b
!

kes, which they inevitably fall into, in ¢

1e1r
frequent Trials and Experiments. Hence the Impof-
fibility appears, that this Undrrtaking thould be be.-
gun and carried on in any Monarchy; fince fuch a
Form of Government, before it be civiliz'd, knows

no other Secret in Policy, than that of entrufting

ull-

limited Powers with every Governor or Magiftiates
and fubdividing the People into fo many Clafles and
Orders nf.“il:m'r_v. From fuch a Situation, no Im-
provements can ever be expectted in the Sciences, in
the liberal Arts, in Laws, and fearce in the manual
Arts or Manufaétures. The fame Barbarity and Ig..
norance, with which the Government commences, is
propagated to all Pofterity, and can never come to a
Period by the Efforts or Ingenuity of fuch unhappy
Slaves,

Bur tho' Law, the Source of all Security and
Happinefs, arifes late in any Government, and i¢ tle
flow Produ& of Order and of Liberty, it is not pre-
fervid with the fame Difficulty, that it is produc'd ;
but when it has once taken Root, 15 a hardy Plant,
which will {fcarce ever perifh thro’ the ill Culture of
Men, or the Rigour of the Seafons. The Artsof
Luxury, and much more the liberal Arts, which de-
pend on a refin’d Tafte or Sentiment, are eafily lof;
becaufe they are always relifh'd by a few only, whofe
Leifure, Fortune and Genius fit them for fuch Amufe-
ments.  But what is profitable to every Mortal, and
in common Life, when once it is difcover'd, can
fcarce ever perifh, but by the total Subverfion of

2 Soci-




1
m free Governments. 'Thefe
srowth of Republics. The

" a barbarous M

extenfive

entering it

<5 1 b 'I‘;' P

prevents a

In a civiliz'd Monarcl the Prince alone is unre-

ftrain’d in the Exercife of lhis Authority, and poflefles
alone a Power, which is not bounded by any Thing
but Cuftom,; Example, and the Senfe of his own

Interelt. Fvery Minifter or Magiltrate, however

eminent, muft fubmit to the general Laws,
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covern the whole Society, and muft exert the Autho-
rity delegated to him after the Manner, which is pre=-
{fcrib’d.  The People depend on none but their Sove-
reign, for the Security of their Property. He is fo
far remov’d from them, and is fo much exempt from
private Jealoufies or Int etefts, that this Dependence
is not felt. And thus a Speties of Government ari-
fes, to which, in a high p()]mc:d Rant, we may give
the Name of Tyranny, but which, by a juflt and pru-
dent Adminiftration, may afford {ufficient Security to
the People, and muay fulfil almoft every End of poli-
tical Society.

But tho’ in a civiliz’d Monarchy, as well as “ihtia
Republic, the Ic‘)p;c have (‘.lifl(,i”"ﬂt Security for the

52 £ +} - 17 e v e ~d; - o
Enjoyment of their Property; yet in both thefe Foris

of Government, thofe who }v) Tefs the fupreme Au-
thority have the Difpofal of many Honours and Ad-
vantages, which fufficiently é: «cite the Ambition and

A/'l\lt.(, of Mankind. The only Difference is, that

ina Republic, the Candidates for O‘F ces muft l(‘ok
downwards, to gain the Suffrages o f the People; in

2 Monarchy, muft turn their Attention upwarcL, to
court the good Graces and Favour of the Great. To
be fuccefsful in the former Way, ’ts neceffary for a
Man to make himfelf #/f/, by his Induftry, Capa-
city, or Knowledge: To be profperous in the lateer
Way, ’tis requifite for him to render himfelf agreca-
ble, by his Wit, Complaifance, or Civility. A ftrong
Genius fucceeds beft in Repuablics : A refined Tafte
in Monarchies. Aand eonfequently thie Sciences are

ol the
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i more natural Growth of the one, and the polite
Arts of the other.

N o T to mention, that Monarchies, receiving their
chief Stability from a fuperftitious Reverence to Priefls
and Princes, have always abridg’d the Liberty of
Realoning, with Regard to Religion and Politics, and
il confequently Metap} and Morals, All thefe
' form the moft confiderable Branches of Science.

Mathematics and natural Philofophy, which are the
only ones that remain, are not half {o valuable.

1Y

THERE is a very great Conneétion among all the
Arts, that contribute to Pleafure; and the fame De-
licacy of Tafte, which enables us to make Improve-
ments in one, will notallow the others to remain al-
together rude and barbarous. Amongit all the Arts
' «f Converfation, no one pleafes more than mutual
Deference and Civility, which leads us to refign our
| own Inclinations to thofe of our Companion, and
to curb and conceal that Prefumption and Arrogance
' R H : {fo natural to the Mind of Main. A good-natur'd

Man, that is well educated, pradtifes this Civility to
every Mortal, without Premeditation or Intereft : But,
in order to render that valuable Quality generalamong

| . any People, it feems neceflary to aflift the natural Dif-
! : pofitions by fome general Motive. Where Power
| I rifes upwards from the People to the Great, as in all
:;3 b Republics, fuch Refinements of Civility are apt to

be little practis’d; fince the whole State are, by that

. Means, brought near to a Level, and every Mem-

ber
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ber of it is rcuhr‘d in a great Meafure, independent
of another. The People have the Ac dvantage, by the
Authority of their Suffrages : The Great, by the Su-
periority of their Station. But in a civiliz’d Monz
chy, there is a long Train of Dependence from the
Prince to the Peafant, which is not great enough to
render Property precarious, or deprefs the Mmds of
the People ; but is fufficient to beget in every one an
lndmatu)n to pleafe his Superiors, and form himfelf
upon thofe Models, which are moft acceptable to
People of Condition and Education. Politenefs of
P.“al‘ ers, therefore, arifes moft naturally in Monar-
chies and Courts; and where that flourithes, none of
the liberal Arts will be altogether neglected or de-
{pis'd.

['nr Republics in Europe are at prefent noted for
Want of Politenels. The good Manncrs of a Swifs

iliz’d in Holland *, is another Expreflion for Ruf-
ticity among the French. The Englyp fall under the
fame, Cenfu notwithftanding their Learning and
Genius.  And if the Penetians be an Exception to
the Rule, they owe it, perhaps, to their Communi-
cation with the other Ztalians, moft of whofe Gc-
vernments beget a Dependence more than fufficient
for the civilizing their Manners.

(¥

o~

difficult to pronounce any Judgment con-
cerning the Refinements of the ancient Republics in
this Particular: But I am apt to fufpeét, that the Arts
* Ceff la politefle dun Suiffe
n Hollande ivilifé, Roufleav,
: .5 of




178 ESSAY XV
of Converfation were not brought fo near Perfeftion
amohgit them as the Arts of Writing and Compofi-

\ncients, in many In-
exceeds all Belief,

often not a little offenfive; a4

Licentioufhels and Iimmodefty

OV

";'].i moft moral 1

h a0 of 1
of 1 am fuit amte Helonam Cunnus titer

preflion of Horace, in trac-
2 moral Good and Evil, O«id
1

XL AR Ja e Bl e e OIS
i-are almoft as licentious in their Stile as

he latter was an

€5 a \'f:!'}-‘

er the Impudence of

¢ Cure for Love,

+ This Poet recomr

5 o ke T
and what one expefls not to meet with iy fo elegant and phil¢

lea very extrao

{ophical a Poem, It

tns to have been the Original of fome
| and cleanly Images. See Lib 1V:

¢ and Phadrys fall under the fame

Age;




The Rrseof ArTs ard Sat
Ape; and yet I muft confels I
fhockt with the poor Fig:
{ents his Friend Atticus, in thofe Dialogues, wherein
he himfelf is introduc'd as a Speaker. That learned
and virtuous Roman, whofé Dignity, tho’ he was on-

L 0{‘ no

lya private Genteman, was inferior to tha
one in Rome, is there ﬂ'l_nwn in rather a more pitiful
Light than I’n.'f-*'

logues. He is a humble

Friend in eur modern Dia-
Admirer of the Orator,
pays him frequent Compliments, and receives his
Inftrudtions, with all the Deference that a Scholar
owes to his Mafler. Even Cafe is treated ina very
And

‘tis remarkable, that Cicero, being a great Sceptic in

]

Cavalier-manner in the Dialogues -

Matters of _-’.L-H":'url and unwilling to determine any

Thing on that Head among the ditferent Sects of Phi-
lofophy, introduces his Friends difputing concerning

the J.;::_m:_g and Nature of the Gods, while he is only
a Hearer; becaufe, forfooth, it would have been ah
lm})l'r:l:r}cty for {o great a Genius as himfelf, had he
fpoke, not to have faid {omething decifive on the
Subje&, and have carried every Thing before him,
as he always does on other Occafions. There is ulfo
a Spirit of Dialogue obferv'd in the charmmg Books
de Oratore, and a tolerable Equality maintain'd among
the Speakers : But then thefe Speikers are the great
Men of the Age preceding the Author, and he

counts the Conference as only irom Hearfay,

"T'1s but a ver ¥ indifferent Coi 1:1‘-.i=n£-:'1';. which
Florace pays to his Friend Grofpous inthe Ode ads
H 6 " dreft
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dreft to him. *Au oze, fays he, is batpy in e
Refpect. And 1 may perh,

s enjoy fome Advantaves

£ &
: I oW B ~ ~ Yy -
auhich you are depriv’d of. You poff. s great Riches £
3 < ESH T &

Your bellowing Herds cover the Silician Pluins: ¥Vour
Chariot is draan /y the ﬁ?z:_/? Horfes 1 A
rayd in the richef? Purple.  But the i

0 are ar-

ent Fates,

33 : ; 4

aith nfwa/l fﬂ}ﬂ’/'z!mlw, have grven ME a fine Ge nis,
y » 5 7 ; ;

and have endoa’d me awith a Contermndt fombthe wmnlie.
) SO Ioe malif

nant Judgments of the Vulgar. Phedyrus fays to his
Patron, 1:/ hits, [/ you defien to read my Works, I
sBall be pleas’d: If not, I fhall, at k. /1, have the Ad

ave toe Ad-
vantage of pleafing Poflerity 4. I am apt to think
that a modern Poet wou’d not have been ¢

J}H]i'. ot

fuch an Impropriety as that which may be obfe
in Virgil's Addrefs to Auguflus, when, after

rv'd
a great
deal of extravagant Flattery, and after h:uing‘d(i‘
fy’d the Emperor, according to the Cuftom of thofe
Times, he, at laft, places this God on the fame Le-

2

Nibil eft ab omni
Parte beatum,
Abflulit clarum cita mors Achilless,
Longa Tithonum minuit [eneétus,
Et mibi forfan, tibi quod negarit,
Porriget bora.
Te greges centum, Sz'm/ctg:xe circum
Mugiunt wacce : tibi tollit, binni-
Tum apta quadrigis equa : te bjs Afre
Murice tirfee.
Vefliunt lane : mibi parva rura, &
Spiritum Graice tenuem Cameence
Parca non mendax dedit &5 malignum 4
Spernere wulgus, Lib, 3, Ode 16,
't Quem fi leges, latabar ; fin antem mivus, babebunt certe qus
Je cblecient pefieri,
vel
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vel with himfelf, * f’y Jour gracious Nod, {ays he,

rénder wmy undert

r0is 3 and t aking Pity, along

ignorant of H/f: andry, be oflow
wence on this Work, fad Men,

1 L]

in that Age, been accuftom'd to obferve fuch Nice-

ties, a Writer {o delicate as 77

with me,

- ¥
your fawsuratle

would certainly

have given a different Turn to this Sentence. The

% Trnarefgue vie mecum
i

& wotls II,.'..-J.": nun,
t fay to a Prince

I qvere in fuch a Place, wue l’.ht' Juc b a T

Ingredere,

One would no T youe eped
. But zubon

re in j..-;'.’;u' }'J'I..l‘_, jﬂ tended o )".d’. /_l"f.. Jr;u a Thir ne

Here 1 ot forbear mentioning a Picce of Delicacy ob.-
*d in France, which feems to me exceflive and ridiculans,

Yeu muft not fay, That fra wvery fine Dog, Madam, But,

Madam, that is a wery fine Deg. They think it indecent, that

thaofe ‘.\'—::'!i, ..U.._g and Madam fhould be Ci |Ji-'--_i together in the
Sentence ; tho” they have no Reference to cach other in the
:):'iu-".

Afeer all, T acknowledge, that this Rea ifoning from fingle
Paffages of ancient Author:'may feem fallacious 5 and that the
foregoing Argnments cannot have great F orce, but with thofe
who are well acquainted with thefe Authors, and know the
Truth of the general Pofition, For inftance, what Abfurdity
would it be to aflert, that Pirgi! underflood not the Force of
the Terms he employs, and could not chufe his Epithets with
Propriety ? becaufe in the followi ing Lines, addreft alfo to .fu~
&uflus, he has fail’d in that Particular, and has afcrib’d to the
Indiaps a Quality, which feems, in a Manner, to turn his Hero

into Ridicules

Et te, maxime Cafar,

Lui nune extremis Afie Jam wifar in oris

Imbellem awertis Romanis arcibus Indum,

Georg, Lib, 1T,
Court
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Court of Auguzflus, however polite, had not yet, it
feems, wore off the Manners of the Republic.
CarpINAL Wulfey apologiz’d for his famous
Picce of Infolence, in faying, Eco eT REx MEus,
I and my King, by obferving, that this Expreffion
was exaétly conformable to the Latin Idiom, and that
a Roman always nam’d himfelf before the Perfon to
whom, or of whom he {pake. Yet this {feems to have
been an Inftance of Want of Civility among that
People. The Ancients made it a Rule, That the
Perfon of the greateflt Dignity fhould be mention'd
£rfb in the Difcourfe; infomuch, that we find, the
Spring of a Quarrel and Jealoufy betwixt the Remans
and Ztolians, to have been a Poet’s naming the £to-
Zisn: before the Romans, in celebrating a Victory gain'd

by their united Arms aver the Macedonians *.

I v the Superiority in Politenefs thould be allow’d to
modern Times, the modexrn Nottons of Gallantry
and Honour, the natural Product of Courts and Mo-
parchies, will probably be affign’d as the Caufes of
+this Refinement. No one denies thefe Inventions to
be modern +: But fome of the moft zealous Partizans
of the Ancients, have afferted them to be foppifh
and ridiculous, and a Reproach, rather than an Ho-
nour to the prefent Age 1. It may here be proper to
% Plyr. in vita Flaminint.

+ In the Self-Torntentor of Terence, Clintas, whenever ke
comes to Town, inftead of waiting on his Miftrefs, fénds for
her to come to him,

1 My Lord Shaftfbury, fee his Moralifts,

2 eXaming
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examine this Queftion, with regard both to Gallantry
and Honour. We fhall begin with Gallantry.

Narture has implanted in 4ll living Creatures
an Affeftion betwixt the Sexes, which even in the
fierceft and moft rapacious Animals, s not merely
confin'd to the Satisfadtion of the bodily Appetite,
but begets a Friendfhip and mutual Sympathy, that
runs thro’ the whole Tenot of their Lives. Nay, it
may farther be obferv'd, that even in thofe Species,
where Nature confines the Indulgence of this Appe-
tite to one Seafon and to one Objett, and forms a
Kind of Marriage or Affociation betwixt a fingle Male
and Female, there is yet a vifible Complacency and
Benevolence, which extends farther, and mutually
foftens the Affeftions of the Sexes towards each
other *.  How much more muft this have Place in
Man, where the Confinement of the Appetite is not
natural ; but either proceeds accidentally from fome
{trong Charm of Love, or arifes from Refletions on
Duty and Convenience ? Nothing, therefore, can
proceed lefs from Affe@ation than the Paffion of Gal-
lantry.  "Tis zatural in the higheft Degree. Artand
Education, in the moft elegant Courts, make no more

% Turei gli altri animai, cbe fono in terra,

O che wiven guieti & flanno in pace ;
O fiwengon a riffa, & fi fan guerra,
A la femina il mafchio non la face,
Lo fa con Porfo al bofeo ficura erra,
La Leengfla apprélfo il Leon gfa(!.
Lon Lapo vive 1l Lupa Jfieura,
Ne'la Giavenca ba dol Torel faura,
Ariofto Canto g
Altera~
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than on all the other laudable Pafli-

>
) & .

! ;
Alteration on it

on

Mind more towards it -

e it; :14(-;.' P»’.leh it; and give it a proper
I B

Gallantry is as generous as it is natural. To

Vices, aslead us to commit a real
Injury to others, is the Part of Morals, and the Ob-
je& of the moft ordinary Education, Where #bat is
not attended to, in {fome Degree, no human Society

can fubfif.  But in order to render Converfation,

and t

1ore cafy and agreea-

ble, Good-manners have been invented, and have
carry’d the Matter fomewhat farther. Wherever Na-
ture has :- en the Mind a !ﬁ'(rgwﬂﬁ?}' to any Vice, or
to any Paflion <f1i13'g)'.‘cg.:b.'c to others, refin'd BI‘L":L'ting

148

fe—

ht Men to throw the Byafs on the oppofite

Side, and to preferve, in all their Behaviour, the Ap-

pe

naturally incline to. Thus, as we are natur: ally proud

rance of Sentiments contrary to thofe which they

and felfifh, and apt to affume the Preference above
others, a polite Man is taught to behave with Defe-
rence towards thole he converfes with, and to yield
the Superiority to them in all the common Incidents
of Society. Inlike Manner, wherever a Perfon’s Si-
tuation may naturally beget any difagreeable Sufpicion
in him, ’tis the Part of LOOu—manm;rs to prevent it
by a ftudied Difplay of Sentiments, dire& ly contrary
to thofe which he is apt to be jealous of. 'Thus,
old Men know their Infirmities, and are :cpt to dread
Contempt from the Youth: Hence, well-educated
Youth redouble the Inftances of Refpeét and Defe-

3 rence
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rence to their Elders. Strangers and Foreigners are
without Prote@ion - Hernice, in all polite Countries,
they receive the higheft Civilities, and are intitled to
the fult Place in every Company. A Man is Lord
in his own Family, and his Guefts are, ina Manner,
fubjeéted to his Authority : Hence, he is always the
loweft Perfon in the Company ; attentive to the Wants
of every one; and giving him{elf all the Trouble, in
order to pleafe, which may not betray too vifible an
Afte&ation, or impofe too much Conflraiit on his
Guells, Gallantry is nothing but an Inftance of the
fame generous and refin’d Behavioar, As Nature has
given Maz the Superiority above #%man, by endow.
ing him with greater Strength both of Mind and
Body, “tis his Part to alleviate that Superierity, as
much as poflible, by the Generofity of his Behayiours
and by a fludy’d Deference and Complaifance for all
her Inclinations and Opinions. Barbarous Nations
difplay this Superiority, by reducing their Females to
the moft abjeét Slay ry ; by confining them, by beat-
ing them, by felling them, by killing them. But
the Male-Sex, among a polite People, difcover their

:‘-'_,"
Aiit]mriiy In a more generous, tho’ nota lefs evident
Manner ; by Civility, by Refpe&, by Complaifance,
and, in g Word, b}-‘ G;lnﬂnu-y_ In good L'on'lpany,
you need not afk, Who is the Mafter of the Fealt
[

1he Man, who fits in the lowelt Place, and who is

noft cer-

always induftrious in helping every one, is:
tinly the Perfon, We mufl either condemn all fuch
Inftances of Generofity, as foppith and affeited, or

admit of Gullantry among the reit, The ancient
i i’*”_a"':'r»_"{-;._- '\'\-'L:leﬁ-e_l their Wives with a \;\f‘:l'Li‘IJ: inftead
of
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of a Wedding-Ring. The fame People, in their own
Houfes, rool. always the 1"'0"(‘13{.‘.":(‘:\,’ above Foreig-
ners, even * foreign Ambafladors, Thefe twe In-
ftances of their Generofity and E‘olit‘:r::;!"s are much
of a Piece.

GArLranTrY i5notlefs confiftent with Wfidom
and Prudence, than with Nature and Generofity ; and,
when under proper Regulations, contributes, more
than any other Invention, to the Entertainment and
Improwemint of the Youth of both Sexes. 1In all
Vegetables, 'tis obfervable, that the Flower and the

Seed are always connefled together; and in like

Manner, among every Species of Animals, Natire

has Uu'l‘r-d on the Love betwixt the Se

{fweeteft and beft Enjoyment. But the Satisfacti

the bm“f_:‘} \ppetite is not alone of great Value; 2 nd
even in brute Creatures, we find, that their Play and
Dalliance, and other Exps UTmn of Fondnefs, form
the greateft Part of the Entertainment. In rational
Creatures, we muft certainly admit the Mind fora
confiderable Share. Were we to rob the Feaft of all
its Garniture of Reafon, Difcourfe, Sympathy, Friend-
fhip, and Gaiety, what remains would fcarce be worth

f\cccpfi'*nu‘ in the Judgment of the truly elegant
and luxurious.

W n a T better School for Manners, than the Com-
pany of virtuous Women ; where the mutual Endea-
vour to pleafe muft infenfibly polifh the Mind, where
the Example of the Female Softnefs and Modefty

* Sce, Relation of three Embafftes, by Earl of Cariile,
1‘]1‘.1”2
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rauft communicate itfelf to their Admirers, and where
the Delicacy of that Sex puts every one on his
Guard, lcft he give Offence by any Breach of De-
cency ?

I My s confels, That my own particular Choice
rather leads me to prefer the Company of a few fe-
leét Companions, with whom I can » calmly and peace-
ably, enjoy the Feaft of Reafon, and try the Juft-
nefs c:u'" every Reflection, whether gay or ferious, that
mdy occur to me.  But as fuch a delightful Society
1§ not every Day to be met with, I muft think, that
mixt Compmzie:n without the Fair-Sex, are the moft
infipid Entertainment in the World, and deftitute of
Gaiety and Politenefy; as much as of Senfe and Rea-
{on. Nothing can keep them from exceflive Dul-
nefs but hard Drinking; a Remedy worfe than the
Difeafe,

Amon e the Ancier nts, the Charafter of the Fair-
Sex was confidered as altogether domeftic, nor were
they regarded as Part of the pohu, World, or of good
Company.  This, perhaps, is the true Reafon why
the Ancients have not left us one Piece of Pleafantry,
that is excellent, (unlefs one may except the Banquet
of Xewophon, and fome Dialogues of Lucivn ) tho’ many
of their ferious Compofitions are altogether inimi-
table.  Horace condemns the coarfe Railleries and cold
Jefts of Plantus » But, are his own much more enter-
taining ? This, therefore, is one confiderable Improve-
ment; which the polite Arts have receiv'd from
Gal allantry, and from Courts, where it firlt arofe.

TaE
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T u & Point of Homowr 1s a2 modern Invention, zg
ell as Galle
fi

ks " ; 4
wtry 5 and by iome eiteem d equall

or " Manners: But how it has con-

fl

tribulcd to that Effe@, 1 am ata Lofs to determine,
Converfation, among the ‘ not com-
give Oc-
cafion to Duels,even according to the moft refin’d Laws

B A
monly infefled with

of this fantaftic Honour; and, as to the ctl.zr {fmaller

Indecencies, which are the moft offenfive, becaufe the
moft frequent, they can never be cur’d by the Prac-
tice of Duelling. But thefe Notions are not only
ufele/s but pernicisus. By feparating the Man of Ho-
nour from the Man of Virtue, the greateft Profli-
gates have got fomething to value themfelves upon,
and have been able to keep themfelves in Countenance,
tho’ guilty of the moft fhameful and moft dangerous
Vices. 'They are Debauchees, Spendthrifts, and ne-
ver pay a Farthing they owe: But they are Men of
Honour; and therefore are to be receiv’d as Gentle-
men in all Companies,

T u erE are fome of the Parts of modern Honour,
ich are the moft effential Parts of Morality; fuch
s Fidelity, the obfer ving Promifes, and telling Truth.
fueﬂ Points of Honour Mr. 4ddifon had in his Eye,

di
when he made Fuba fay,

Wi

Honour’s a fu([z'u!' T),‘, the Law Of ]g'_v',,,g_r’
The noble Mind's diftinguifbing Perfection,

T hat aids and /7r1)r0n’/ ns Virtue, avhen it meets ity

And imitates ber Ations awhere /’,: 25 not: '
- ! o i O 1
It oug bt not to be /l"oz'[;:/ Wit T'hele
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Thefe Lines are very beautiful : But I am afraid, that

Mr. Addifon has here been guilty of that

Im propriety
of Sentiment

with which, on other Oce
fojultly reproach’d our Poets.
tainly never had any Notion of
Virtus,

afions, hehas
The Ancients cer-
Honour as diftin& from

Bur, to return from this Dig

reflion, 1 fhall advance
it as

a feurth Obfervation on this Head, of the Rife
and Progrefs of the Arts and Sciences, Thas when the
Arts and Scitnces come to P;‘»"_.r’{ e

shat Moment they naturally, or rat
and foldom o5 newer revive in th

Sormerly fourifhd.

in any State, from
by neceffarily dy cline,

at Nation, wWhere they

It muft be confeft, that this Maxim
able to Experience, may, at firft
VETy contrary to Reafon.
Mankind be the fame in all
Countric.—;, (as I am

s tho’ conform.-
Sight, pe efteem’d
If the natural Genius of
Ages, and in almoft 211
of Opinion it 1s) it muft very
much forward and cultivate this Genius, to be poileit
of exadt Models in every Art, to regulate the Taite,
and fix the Objects of Imitation. The Models left yg
by the Ancients gave Birth to all the
Years ago, and have mightily ady
In every Ct)untry of Europe
Effet during the Reign of Trajan and his Succeflors,
When they were much more entire, and were ftill ad.
mir'd and ftudy'd by the whole World ¢ So late as the
Emperor Juftinian, the Pogr, by Way of Diftin&ion,
Was underftood, among the Greeks, to be Homer s
among the Romany, Virgi/, Such Admiration ftill re.

main'd

Arts about zoo
anc'd their Progrefs
Why had they not a like
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main’d for thefe divine Geniufes ; tho’ no Poet had
appear’d for many Centuries, who could juftly pretend
to have imitated them.

A Max's Genius is always, in the Beginning of
%is Life, as much unknown to himfelf as to others;
and ’tis only after frequent Trials, attended with Suc-
cefs, that he dares think himfelf equal to thofe Under-
takings, in which they who have {ucceeded, have fixt
the Admiration of Mankind. If his own Nation be
already pofleft of many glorious Models of Eloquence,
he naturally compares his own juvenile Exercifes
with thefe ; and being fenfible of the infinite Difpro-
portion betwixt them, is difcourag’d from any further
Attempts, and never dares afpire to a Rivalfhip with
thofe Authors, whom he {o much admires. A noble
Emulation is the Source of every Excellence. Admi-
ration and Modefty naturally extinguifh this Emula-
tion. Andno one isfo liable to an Excefs of Admi-
ration and Modefty, as a truly great Genius.

NexT to Emulation, the greateft Encourager of
the noble Arts is Praife and Glory. A Whriteris ani-
mated with new Force, when he hears the Applaufes
of the World for his former Produ&ions ; and, heing
rouz’d by fuch a Motive, he often reaches a Pitch of
Perfeftion, which is equally furprifing to himfelf and
to his Readers. But when the Pofts of Honourai€
all occupy’d, his firft Attempts are but coldly receiv'd
by the Public, being compar’d to Productions, which
are both in themfelves more excellent, and have alied-

dy the Advantage of an eftablifb’d Reputation. Were
]1]0//{'7'(‘
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Moliere or Corneille to bring upon the Stage at prefent
their early Produéions, which were formerly o well
receiv'd, 'twould dii‘courage the young Poets, to fee
the Indifference and Difdain of the Public. The Ig-
norance of the Age alone could have given Admiflion
to the Prince of Tyre ; but ’tis to that we owe 2he Myor =
Had ewery Man in his Humoyr been rejeCted, we had
never feen Volpone.

Peruars it may not be for the Advantage of any
Nation, to have the Arts imported from their Neigh-
bours in too great PerfeGtion. This extinguifhes E-
mulation, and finks the Ardour of the generous
Youth. 8o many perfect Models of Jtalian Painting
brought into Great Britain, inftead of exciting our Ar-
tifts, is the Caufe of their fmall Progrefs in that noble
Art. The fame, perhaps, was the Cafe of Rome,
when it receiv’d the Arts from Greece. That Multi-
tude of finifh'd Produ@ions in the French Language,
cifperft all over Germany and the North, hinder thefe
Nations from cultivating their own Language, and
keep them fill dependent on” their Neighbours for
thofe elegant Entertainments.

"T1s true, the Ancients had left us Models in every
Kind of Writing, which are highly worthy of Admi-
ration. But befides that they were wrote in Lan-
guages, which were known only to the Learned ; be«
fides this, I fay, the Comparifon is not {o perfedt nor
intire betwixt modern Wits, and thofe who livid in
fo remote an Age. Had Waller been born in Reme,
during the Reign of Tiberius. his firft Produions had
been
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been defpis’d, when compar’d to the finifhi’d Ode
een aeipisd, Wicl mpar ti b d Odes of

Horace. But in this Ifland the Superiority of th

Roman Poet diminifh'd nothing from the T

Englifh. We thought ourlelves fufficiently happy, that
our Climate and Language could produce but a faint
Copy of {o excellent an Original.

A

In fhort, the Arts and Sciences, like fome Plants,
require a frefh Soil ; and however rich the Land may
be, and however you may recruit it by Art or Care, it
will never, when once exhaufted, produce any thing
that is perfect or finifh’d in the Kind.
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b TIS A great Mortification to the Vanity of Man,

that his utmoft Art and Induftry can never
equal the incaneft of Nature's Produétions, either for
Beauty or Value. Art 15 only the Underworkman,
and is employ’d to give a few Strokes of Embellithment
to thofe Pieces, which come from the Hand of the
Mafter.  Some of the Drapery may be of his Draw-
ng 5 but he is not allow'd to touch the principal Fi-
gure. Art may make a Suit of Clothes : But Na-
ture muft produce a Man .

EvEn in thofe Produétions, which are commonly
denominated Works of Art, we find, that the nobleft
of the Kind are beholden for their chief Beauty to the

T Or, the Man of Elegance and Pleafure. The Intention
of this and the three following Eflays is not fo much, to ex-
plain accurately the Sentiments of the ancient Seéts of Philofo-
Phy, as to delivex the Sentiments of Sects, that naturally form
themfelves in the World, and entertain different Ideas of human
Life and of Happinefs. I have given each of them the Name
of the Philofophical Seft, to whicl it bears the greateft Afh-

nity,

I Force
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Force and happy Influence of Nature. To the Ocfrum
or Verwe of the Poets, we owe whatever is admirable
in their Productions. The greatet Genius, where
Nature at any Time fails him (for fhe is not equal)
throws afide the Lyre, and hopes not, from the Rules
of Art, to reach that Divine Harmony, which muft
?mcced from her Infpiration alone. How poor are
thofe Songs, where a happy flow of Fancy has not
furnith’d Materials for Art to embellifth and refine!

Bur of all the fruitlefs Attempts of Art, no oncis
fo ridiculoms, as that which the fevere Philofophers
have undertaken, the producing an artificial Hapfi-
nefs, and making us be pleafed by Rules of Reafon,

and by Reflection. Why did none of them claim the
Reward, which Xerxes promis'd to any one, that
could invent a new Pleafure. Unlefs, perhaps, they
invented fo many Pleafures for their ewn Ufe, that
they defpis'd Riches, and ftood in no Need of any Plea-
fures, which the Rewards of that Monarch could pro-
cure them. ITamapt, indeed, to think, that they were
not willing to furnifh the Court of Perfia with & new
Pleafure, by prefenting it with fo new and anufual an
Objeét of Ridicule. Their Speculations, when con-
fin'd to Theory, and gravely deliver'd in the Schools
of Greece, might excite Admiration in their ignorant
Pupils : But the attempting to reduce fuch Principles
to Practice would foon betray their Abfurdity.

You pretend to make me happy by Reafon, and
by Rules of Art. You muft, then, create me anew

by Rules of Art. For on my inward Frame and
Strudture
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Structure does my Happinefs depend. But you want
Power to effeftuate this; and Skill too, I am afraid ;
Nor can I entertain a lefs Opinion of Nature’s Wifdom
than of yours. And let her condu& the Machine,
which fhe has {o wifely fram’d. I find, that I fhould
only fpoil it by my tampering.

To what Purpofe fhould T pretend to regulate, re-
fine, or invigorate any of thofe Springs or Principles,
which Nature has implanted in me ? Is this the Road
by which I muft reach Happinefs ¢ But Happinefs im-
plies Eafe, Contentment, Repofe and Pleafure ; not
Watchfulnefs, Care, and Fatigue. The Health of
my Body confifls in the Facility with which all its Ope-
rations are performed. The Stomach digefts the Ali-
ments : The Heart circulates the Blood : The Brain
{eparates and refines the Spirits : And all this withou,
my concerning myfelf in the Matter. When by my
Will alone I can ftop the Blood, as it runs with Im-
petuofity along its Canals, then may Lhope to change
the Courfe of my Sentiments and Paffions, In vain
fhould I firain my Faculties, and endeavour to re.
ceive Pleafure from an Objet, which is not fitted by
Nature to affect my Organs with Delight. I may
give myfelf Pain by my fruitlefs Endeavours , but
fhiall never reach any Pleafure.

Away then withall thofe vain Pretences of making
ourfelves happy within ourfelves, of fc;lﬁing on our
own T'houghts, of being fatisfy’d with the Confeiouf
nefs of Well-doing, and of defpifing all Affiftance and
all Supplies from external Objects. This is the Voice

Iz of
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of Pripe, not of NaTure. And ’twere well, jf
e i T e ooy, 3 oy R s BN %, T iy 1
even t'}nwl ride could fupport itfelf, and communicate
a real ineward Pleafure, however melancholy or {evere
But this fmpotcngl 11.dc cjm d'o no n.mrc than regulate
the Outfide ; and with infinite Pains and Attention
compofe the Language and Countenance to a Philofo-
phical Dignity, in order to deceive the ignorant Vul-
gar. 1 he Heart, mean while, is empty of all Enjoy-
ment : And the Mind, unfupported by its proper Ob-
jetts, finks down into the deepeft Sorrow and Melan-
choly. Miferable, but vain Mortal! Thy Mind be
happy within itfelf ! With what Refources is it en-
dow’d to fill fo immenfe a Void, and fupply the Place
of all thy bodily Senfes and Faculties ? Can thy
Head fubfit without thy other Members ¢ In fuch

a Situation,

What foolifp Figure mufl it make?
Do nothing elfe but {leep and ake.

Into {fuch a Lethargy, or fuch a Melancholy, muft
thy Mind be plung’d, when depriv'd of foreign Occu-
pations and Enjoyments.

K &P me, therefore, no longer in this violent Con-
firaint. Confine me not within myfelf ; but point out
to me thofe Objeéts and Pleafures, which afford the
chief Enjoyment. But why do I apply to you, proud
and ignorant Sages, to fhew me the Road to Happi-
nefs ? Let me confult my own Paflions and Inclina-
tions. In them muft I read the Dictates of Natures

not in your frivolous Difcourfes.
Bur
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Bur fee, propitious to my Withes, the divine, the
amiable * PLEASURE, the fupreme Love of GODS ay
and Men, advances towards me. At her Approach, !
my Heart beats with genial Heat, and every Senfe
and every Faculty is diffolv’d in Joy ; while fhe pours
around me all the Embellithments of the Spring, and
all the Treafures of the Autumn. The Melody of
her Voice charms my Ears with the fofteft Mufic, as
fhe invites me to partake of thofe delicious Fruits,
which, with a Smile that diffufes a Glory on the
Heavens and the Earth, fhe prefents to me. The
fportive Cupids, that attend her, or fan me with their
odoriferous Wings, or pour onm

y Head the moft fia-
grant Oils, or offer me their {parkling Ne&ar in gol-
den Goblets.

O! for ever let me fpread my Limbs
on this Bed of Rofes, and thus, thus feel the delicious
Moments, with foft and downy Steps, glide along.
But cruel Chance ! Whither do you fly fo faft ? Why
do my ardent Withes, and that Load of Pleafures,
which you lahour under, rather haften than retard

your unrelenting Pace ? Suffer me to enjoy this foft
Repofe,

after all my Fatigues in Search of Happi- , ‘ %
nefs.  Suffer me to fatiate myfelf with thefe Delica- Rt
cles,

after the Pains of {o long and fo foolifh an Ab- i <}
ftinence. &

But ’twill not do. 'The Rofes have loft their i
Hue : The Fruit its Flavour : And that delicious

Wine, whofe Fumes, {o late, intoxicated all my ‘ “ﬁi

* Dia voluptas, Lycgrgr.

Ij

Senfes



|
i
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DT with 1uci does now In vain {olliciz

e fated Palate {iniles at my l‘.nrl 0T,

e bec 15 L0 her irtue, to come to her Al

fiftance. I'he f.:'_.':‘. , the frolic Firtue hears her ) oice,
|.

and brings along the whole T'roop of my jovial Friends.

Welcome, thrice Welcome, my ever dear Compa

ons, to thefe fhady Bowers, and to this luxurious
Re ]':-..f'i_ ”\'rn:r Prefence has reftor'd to the Rofe its
[Hue, andtothe Fruit its Flavour. '[”l" apours of
i .' htly Nectar do now again pl lay round my
Heart ; while yon r‘n:':;l.liu of my J_‘.'e_,ij;_m-... and dif-

cover in vour chearful Looks, > Pleafure you re-
ccive from my |I:!m'-i1ic*‘t. and Satisfaétion. 'Thelike
do I receive from yours ; and encourag'd by your
joyous Prefence, fhall again renew the Feaft, with
which, from too much Enjoyment, my Senfes were
well-nigh fated ; while the Mind kept not pace with

nor afforded Relief to her o'er- burthen'd,

ay,

I'n our chearful Difcourfes, better t
mal Reafonings of the Schools, 1s truc Wifdom to be
found. In our !"iu.a”;,'i‘]|:d-._';l;".'n-:_':'.:.-. better than 1n
hollow Debates of Statefmen and pru:cnciml Pa-

Forgetful of

triots, does true Virtue L!.".J-‘iﬂl'}' itfelf.
the paft, fecure of the future, let u: here enjoy the
poflefs a Being, let us fix
Fortune-

prefent ; and while we yet

fome Good, hr;', ond the Power of Fate or
g with
|

"T'o-morrow will bring its own Pleafures alon
it : But fhould it difappoint our fond Wifhes, w¢ {hal
at leaft enjoy the Pleafure of reflefting on the Plea-
fures of To-day.
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FeEar not, my Friends, that the barbarous Diffo-
nance of Bacchus
upon this Entertainment, and confound us with their
horrid Difcord. The {prightly Mufes wait around ;

» and of his Revellers, fhould break in

and with their charming Symphony, fufficient to fof-

ten the Wolves and Tygers of the Savage Defert, in-

ipire a foft Joy into every Bofom. Peace, Harmony,
and Concord reign in this Retreat ; nor is the Silence
cver broke but by the Mufie of our songs, or the

chearful Accentsof our friendly Voices.

Burhark ! the Favourite of the Mufes, the gentle
Damon, ftrikes the Lyre ; and while he accompanics

its harmonious Notes with his more harmonious Song,
he infpires us with the fame happy Debauch of Fancy,
A by which he is himfelf tranfported. ¢ Ye favour'd
““ of Heaven 4, he fings, while the wantom Spring
“ pours upon you all her blooming Honours, let not
“ Glory feduce you, with her delufive Blaze, to pals
in Perils and Dangers this delicious Seafon, this
“ Prime of Life. Wifdom points out to you the
Road to Pleafure : Nature too beckens to you to
follow her in that finooth and flowry Path. Will
you fhut your Ears to their commanding Voice ? !
Will you harden your Heart to their foft Allure.
ments ! Oh, deluded Mortals, thus to lofe your

[4

-,

T An Imitation of the Jyrens Song inTaffo,
O Giovinetti, mentre Aprile & Maggio
7> ammantan di Jioritd & werd) fpoglie, &c.
Giurefalemme liberata, Canfo 14,

I4 “ Youth
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¢ Youth ; thus to throw away fo invaluable a Prefent
T SRS e th T et thiho A Biahins ) i
to trifle with fo perifhing a Blefling. Contemplate

“ well your Recompence. Confider that Glory
)£ )

« which fo allures your proud Hearts, and feduces
«“ you with your own Praifes. "Tis an Eccho, 3
» v 2 ¥

“ Dream, nay the Shadow of a Dream, which isdif.

“¢ fipated by every Wind, and loft by every contrary
¢t ' - . o1 s . ¢
Breath of the ignorant and ill-judging Multitude.

“ YVou fear not, that even Death itfelf will ravifh it

“ from you. But behold! while yeu are yet alive,
« Calumny bereaves you of it, Ignorance neglects it;
« Nature enjoys it not ; Fancy alone, renouncing

« eyery Pleafure, receives this airy Recompence,

L iC

P

b}

y and unftable as itfelf.

Trus-the Hours pafs unperceiv'd along, and lead
T'rzin all the Pleafures of Senfe, and

211 the Joys of Harmony and Friendfhip. Smiling
Funocence clofes the Proceffion ; and while fhe prefents
herfelf to our ravifhi’d Eyes, fhe embellifhes the
whole Scene, and renders the View of thefe Pleafures
as tranfporting, after they have paft us, as when,
with laughing Countenances, they were yet advancing

towards us.

Burt the Sun has funk below the Horizon ; and
Darknefs ftealing filently upon us, has now bury’d all
Nature in an univerfal Shade. “ Rejoice, my Friends;
« continue your Repaft, or change it for foft Repofe.
“ Tho’ abfent, your Joy or your Tranquillity fhall
< {till be mine.”  But abhither doyou go? Or awhat
new Pleafures call you from our Society ? Is there aught
agreea&/z awithout your Friends ? And can aught /)/m/l',

in
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in awkich ave partake not 7 ““ Yes, my Friepds ; the
“ Joy, which I now feek, admits not of your Parti-
“ cipation. Here alone I wifh your Abfence : And
“ here alone can I find a fufficient Compenfation for
“ the Lofs of your Society.”

But Ihave not advanc’d far thro’ the Shades of the
thick Wood, which fpreads a double Night around me,
¢re, methinks, I perceive thro’ the Gloom, the
charming Cee/ia, the Miftrefs of my Withes, who wan-
ders impatient thro’ the Grove, and preventing the

appointed Hour, filently chides my tardy Steps. But
the Joy, which fhe receives from my Prefence, beft
pleads my Excufe ; and diflipating Every anxious and
every angry ‘Thought, leaves room for nought but my-
tual Joy and Rapture. With what Words, my fa'r
one, fhall I exprefs my Tendernefs, or deferibe the
Emotions which now warm my tranfported Bofom y
Words are too faint to defcribe my Love ; andif, alas 1
you feel not the fame Flame within you, in vain fhall
I endeavour to convey to you ajuft Conception of it.
But your every Word and every Motion fuffice to re.
move this Doubt; and while they exprefs your Pafe
fion, ferve alfo to enflame mine. How amiable this
Solitude, this Silence, this Darknefs | No Obje&snow
importune the ravifh’d Soul. The Thought, the
Senfe, all full of nothing but our mutual Happinefs,
do wholly poffefs the Mind, and convey a Pleafure,
which deluded Mortals vainly feek for in every other
Enjoyment. s

But why does your Bofom heave with thefe Sighs,
while Tears bathe your glowing Cheeks? Why di-
I ftract
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ftra your Heart with fuch vain Anxieties? Why {o
()f‘{cn ;'u’k me, []r,-q/; /'JJ;Vy 7y ‘7,:-‘. ‘_/,':‘1,/,/_',«! endure ? g\l.’_[g

my Celia, Can I refolve this Queftion ? Do !

: 3 S > 77 7 D) ) 1 P U Lo, ([
boaw Jong mv Life fhall yet endure 2 But does this alfo

]

irb vour tender Breaft ? And is the Image of our

ftv
frail Mortality for ever prefent with you, to throw a
Damp on your gayefl Hours, and poifon even thofe
Joys which Love infpires. Confider rather, that if
Life be frail, if vouth be tranfitory, we fl ould well
employ the prefent Moment, and lofe no Part of fo
erifhable an Exiftence. Yet a little Moment, and
Lefe {hall be no more. We fhall be, as if we had ne-
verbeen. Not a Memory of us be left upon Earth ;

1s Shades below will nos afford us

nd even the f{:
2 Habitation. Our fruitlefs Anxieties, our yain Pro-
e€ts, our uncertain Speculations thall all be fwallowd
up and loft. Our prefent Doubts, concerning the
rigd Caufe of all Things, muft never, alas ! be

This alone we may be certain of, that if

any governing Mind prefide over the Uni\'u‘r-C,' he
muft be pleas’d to fee us fulfil the Ends of our Being,
and enjoy that Pleafure, for which alone we Were e
ated. Let this Refleftion give Eafe to your anxious
T'houghts ; but do not render your Joys too {erious,
by dwelling for ever upon it. ’Tis{ufficient, oncé for
all, tobe acquaiutcd with this Philofophy, in orderto
give an unbounded Loofe to Love and Jollity, and re-
move all the Scruples of a vain Superftition : But
while Youth and Paffion, my Fair-one, prompt 0}“‘
eager Defires, we muft find gayer Subjects of Dil-
courfe, to intermix with thefe amorous Carefles-

ESSAY
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his obvious and material Difference

& of Nature, with regard to Man
and other wat having endow’d the former
with a fublime celeftial Spirit, and having given him

an Affinity with fuperior Beings, fhe allows not fuch

on every Emergence, his

Brute Creatures have many

oi their Neceffities {fupply’d by Nature, being cloath’d
ind arm’d by this beneficent Parent of all Things :

id where their own aduflry is requifite on any Oc-
10n, Nature, b;.' m.pldntmg Inftin&s, fill {upplies

hem with the 4r#, and guides them to their Good,
by her unerring Precepts.  But Man, expos’d naked
and indigent to the rude Elements, rifes flowly from
that heiplefs State, by the Care and Vigilance of his
Parents ; and having attain’d his utmoft Growth and
Pcr[f;&iun, reaches only a Capacity of fubfifting, by
his own Care and Vigilance. Every thing is fold to
Skill and Labour ; and where Nature furnifhes . the

T Or the Man of A&ion and Virtue,
16 Mate-
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g Materials, they are ftill rude and unfinifh'd, till In.

duftry, ever attive :n'-.dir]tc:”igcnr. refines them from

their brute State, and fits them for bhuman Ufe and

| Convenience.

AcknowrLEpcE, therefore, O Man, the Benefi-

b cence of Nature : For fhe has given thee that Intel- ‘

Indolence

e

ligence which fupplies all thy Neceflities. But letnot

£ Pl )

, under the falfe Appearance of Gratitude
}

: nerfuade thee to reflt contented with her Prefents. ‘
-l Wou'd'ft thou return to the raw Herbage for thy
0 . RPood, to the open Sky for thy Covering, and to |
i lf 1 Stones and Clubs for thy Defenceagainit the ravenous
1 1 Animals of the Defert 7 Then return alfo to thy favage
ki Manners, to thy timorous Superflition, to thy brutal
Ienorance ; and fink thyfelf below thofe Animals
1 | whofe Condition thou admireft, and wou'd’it fo fondly
J
f
f

S i

| imitate. !

' I " Tuy kind Parent, Nature, having given thee Art

and Intelligence, has fill'd the whole Globe with Ma-
terials for thefe Talents to work upon : Hearken to her
Voice, which fo plainly tells thee, that thou thyfelf
fhou’d’ft alfo be the Obje& of thy Induftry, and that
L L ] by Art and Attention thou can’ft alone acquire that
Ability, which will raife thee to thy proper Station
I g in the Univerfe. Behold this Artizan, who converts
,, 2 rude and fhapelefs Stone into a noble Metal ; and
o i molding that Metal by his cunning Hands, creates,
i as it were by Magic, every Weapon for his Defence,
b and every Utenfil for his Convenience. He has rot
|". this Skill from Nature: Ufe and Practice have taught
l i1 | 7

3
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it him : And if thou wou'dft emulate his Succefs, thou
muft follow his laborious Footfteps.

But while thou ambitionfly afpirelt to the perfeét-
ing thy bodily Powers and Faculties, wow'd'ft thow
meanly neglett thy Mind, and from a prepofterous
Sloth, leave it ftill rude and uncultivated, as it came
from the Hands of Nature ? Far be fuch Folly and
Negligence from every rational Being, If Nature
has been frugal in her Gifts and Endowments, there
It fhe

S

15 the more Need of Art to fupply her Defedt
has been generous and liberal, know that fhe fill ex-
pects Induftry and Application on our Part, and re-
venges herfclf in Proportion to our negligent Ingrati-
tude. The richeft Genius, like the moft fertile Soil,
when uncultivated, {hoots up into the rankeft Weeds ;
and inftead of Vines and Olives for the Pleafure and
Ule of Man, produces to its flothful Owner the
moft abundant Crop of Poifons.

Tue great End of all human Induftry, is the At-
tainment of Happinefs. For this were Arts invented,
Sciences cultivated, Laws ordain’d, and Societigsmo-
dell’'d, by the profoundeft Wifdom of Patriots and Le-
giflators. Even the lonely Savage, who lyes expos’d
tothe Inclemency of the Elements, and the Fury of
wild Beafts, forgets not, for a Moment, this grand
Object of his Being. Ignorant as he is of every Art
of Life, he keeps ftill in View the End of all thofe
Arts, and eagerly feeks for Felicity amidit that Darl_
nefs with which he is inviron’d. But as much as the
wildeft Savage is inferios to the polifh'd Citizen, who

under
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yder the Proteftion of Laws, enjoys every Cor

ence that Induftry has invented ; fo much is this Citi-

erior to the Man of Virtue, and the

her. who govern ha \5". {ubd

.. Paflions. and has learn’d, from Reafon, to

vy Pur{uit and Enjoyment. For is

and Apprenticefhip requifite for every

there no Art of Life, no

in this principal Con-

ire be attain’d without

,_
=

y Man, however

iantore and neelicent, proceeds 1n the Purd
diffolute 4l ; I

NE T - Fioay |
unerring a Iviotion, as that which

be orten, be nevitably com-

s thefe N 5 3 let us confider

let us weigh their Importance ; let us

heir Ca

enquige for their Remedies. When from thiswe have

3 1 : s o . st infnhbers
fd Al the Rules of Condult, we are Philpfephers :

luc'd thefe Rules to Praétice, weare

rwe many fubord: : Artifts, ['-mpr':’-_,-"rl to form

: P _ Py o e
-veral Wheels and Springs of a Machine : Such

i ; A
are thofe who excel in all the particular Arts of Life.

e is the Mafter Workman, who puts thofe feveral

1 1 y *add FHars -
Parts together, moves them according to juft Harmo

(
t=]

and Proportion, and produces true Felicity as the

fult of their confpiring Order.

-t
C

WhiILE
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/

WhiLe you have fuch an alluring Obje& in View,
fhall that Labour and Attention, whichis requifite to

the attaining your End, everfeem bur ome and that

rable ? Know, thatthis Labour it{elf is the chief

intol

Ingredient of the Felicity to which you afpire, and that

yon becomes infipid and diftafteful,

by T'ravel and Fatigue.

ieir heavy
Eye-lids, and, e'er Aurora hasyet cover'd the Heavens
ing Mantle, haften to the Forell. They

I.‘.\

" every Kind, whofe Flefh

..:"..!- ].!J‘l:_l'--
Plains, Animals

e moit

5, and in the neigh-

delicious Fare, and which offer

to the fatal Stroke.  Laborious Man dif

dains {o eafy a Purch

He feel

for a Prey, that
hides itfelf from his Search, or flies from his Purf{uit,
or defends itielf from his Violence. Having exerted
in the Chace cvery Paffion of the Mind, and every
the Charms of
Repofe, and with Joy compures its Pleafures to thofe

Member of the Body, he then finds
of his engaging Labours.

Axp can vigorous Induftry give Pleafure to the
Purfuit even of the moft worthlefs Prey, which fie-
quently efcapes our T'oils 7 And cannot the fame In-
duftry render the Cultivation of our Mind, the mode-
rating of our Pafiions, the enlightening of our Reafon
an agreeable Occupation ; while we are every Day
{enfible of our Progrefs, and behold our inward Fea-
tures and Coungenance brightening inceflantly with .

3 new
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’ new Charms ? Begin by curing yourfelf of this lethar-
| | gic Indolence ; the Tafk is not difficult : You need
t but tafte the Sweets of honeft Labour. Proceed to
learn the juft Value of every Purfuit ; Long Study is

' i not requifite : Compare, tho’ but for once, the Mind
§ 1) to the Body, Virtue to Fortune, and Glory to Pleafure,
f_‘,: you will then perceive the Advantages of Indu-
f‘f 11 ftry : You will then be fenfible what are the proper
[ Objeéts of your Induftry.

In vain do you feek Repofe from Beds of Rofes : In
vain do you hope for Enjoyment from the moft delici-
ous Wines and Fruits. Your Indolence itfelf becomes
a Fatigue : Your Pleafure itfelf creates Difguft. The
Mind, unexercis'd, finds every Delight infipid and

' loathfome ; and e’er yet the Body, fullof noxious Hu-
mours, feels the Torment of its multiply’d Difeafes,
your nobler Partis fenfible of theinvading Poifon, and
feeks in vain to relieve its Anxiety by new Pleafures,
which ftill augment the fatal Malady.

—r
=

I ~eep not tell you, that by this eager Purfuit of
Pleafure, you more and more expofe yourfelf to For-
tune and Accidents, and rivet your AffeGtions on ex-
ternal Objets, which Chance may, in a Moment,
ravifh from you. I fhall fuppofe, that your indulgent
Stars favour you flill with the Enjoyment of your !

ARven Riches and Poffeflions. I prove to you, that even |
> ' 1 b in the midft of your luxurious Pleafures, you are un-

Ei happy ; and that, by too much Indulgence, you are
incapable of enjoying what profperous Fortune fill

i} allows you to poflefs.

Buzr
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B u T furely the Inftability of Fortune is a Confi-
deration not to be over-look'd or neglected. Happi-
nefs cannot poffibly exift, where there isno Security ;
and Security can have no Place, where Fortune has
any Dominion. Tho’ that unftable Deity thould not
exert her Rage againft you, the Dread of it would
ftill torment you ; would difturb your Slumbers, haunt
your Dreams, and throw a Damp on the Jollity of
your moft delicious Banquets.

T 1 & Temple of Wifdom is feated on 2 Rock, above
the Rage of the fighting Elements, and inacceffible to
all the Malice of Man. The rolling Thunder breals
below; and thofe more terrible Inftruments of hu-
man Fury reach not to {o fublime a Height. The
Sage, while he breathes that ferene Air, looks down
with Pleafure, mixt with Compaflion, on the Errors
of miftaken Mortals, who blindly feck for the true
Path of Life, and purfue Riches, Nobility, Honour,
or Power for genuine Felicity. The greateft Part
he beholds difappointed of their fond Withes: Some
lament, that having once poflefs’d the Objeét of their
Defires, itis ravifh'd from them by envious Fortune:
And all complain, that even their own Vows, tho
granted, cannot give them Happinefs, or relieve the
Anxiety of their diftraGed Minds.

Bu does the Sage preferve himfelf always in this
philofophic Indifference, and reft contented with la-
menting the Miferies of Mankind, without ever im-
Ploying himfelf for their Relief? Does he conflantly
indulge
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mu.nlfw(‘;n, {fevere Wildom, which, by pretending to

e him above human Accidents, doecs in Re ity
1‘.;1111(1\ his Heart, and render him carelels of the
IXZ‘E;‘.‘;’:‘\. anc cie *WNo el OWS,
that in this her t
true ¢} Er, A,,?
the f the {ocial Affeétion

1, fo vir ' i Fven
i8Sy ] ] Vi ries of
is Cour riends, and

ne yet rejoices 1 the generous _:,'i’}‘()lil)f‘ﬂ,

<

a Satisfaction 113;5.'},)' to that of the moft

indulg’d Senfe. So engaging are the Sentiments of

ag
Humanity, that they ln' ‘hten up the very Face of
Sorrow, and operate I’»hc the Sun, which fhining on

a dufky Cloud or falling Rain, paints on them the
moft glorious Colours that are to be found in the

whole Circle of Nature.

BuT ’tis not here alone, that the focial Virtues
difplay their Energy. With whatever Ingredient you
mix them, they are ftill predominant. As Sorrow
cannot overcome them, {o neither can fenfual Pleafure
obfcure them. The Joys of Love, however furious
and tumultuous, banifh not the tender Sentiments of
S*'m.“at!'e}' and Affetion. They even derive their chief
Influence from that generous Paffion; and when pre-
fented alone, afford nothing to the unhappy Mind but
Lafitude and Difguft. Behold this {prightly Debau-
m;-» who profeffes a Contempt of all other Pleafures

ut thole of Wine and Jollity : Separate him from his
Com-
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1t contributed to the general B His AI acrity fud-
denly extinguifhes; and tho’ furrousnded with ey ery
other Means o

Banquet, and prefers ¢

48
-
»,
a

o
C
,;

d entertainir ng.

Speculation, as more

B u T the focial Paflions never agord fuch tranfport-

ing l’] afures, or make fo gl ypearance in

tflL Eyes both of GOD and ;\" i1
off every earthly Mixture,

with the Sentiments of Vi

1 prompt us to lau-

2

dable and worthy /s.afong. As harmonious Colours
mutually give and receive a Luftre by their friendly
Union ; {o do thefe ennobling Sentiments of the hu-
man Mind. See the Triumph of Nature in parental
AffeCtion! What felfith Paflion ; what {fenfual Delights
are a Match for it! Whether a Man exults in the
Profperity and Virtue of his Offspring, or flies to their

;

Succour, thro’ the moft threatning and tremendous

Dangers ?

Procerp fill in purifying the generous Paflion,
you will ftill the more admire its fhi: ning Glories.
What Charms are there in the Harmony of Minds,
and in a Friendthip founded on mutual Efteem and
Gratitude! What Satisfaction in relieving the diftreft,
in comforting the aflicted, in raifing the fallen, and
in ‘)‘OPP”“’ the Career of cruel }omme, or of more

ruel Man, in their Infults over the good and virtu-
ous! But what fupreme Joy in the ViQories over Vice
as well as Mifery, when, by virtuous Example or

vife
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wife Exhortation, our Fellow-Creatures are taught to
covern their Paflions, reform their Vices, and fubdye
their worflt Enemies, which inhabit within their own
Bofoms ?

Bu T thefe Objeéts are fh

I too limited for the hn-
man Mind, which, being of celeftial Oricin, fivells

with the divineft and moft enlarg’d Affe&ions, and

s Attention beyvond

) ired and Aequain-
tance, extends its benevolent Withes to the moft di-
flant Pofterity. It views Liberty and Laws as the
Source of human Happinefs, and devo

tes itlelf with

the utmoft Alacrity, to their Guardianfhip and Pro-
teCtion.  Toils, Dangers, Death itfelf carry their
Charms, when we brave them for she public Good,
and ennoble that Being, which we generoufly facri-
fice for the Interefts of our Country, Happy the
Man, whom indulgent Fortune allows to pay to Vir-
tue what he owes to Nature, and to make a generous
Gift of what muft otherwife be ravifh'd from him by
cruel Neceffity.

I~ the true Sage and Patriot are united whatever
can diftinguifh human Nature, or elevate mortal Man
to a Refemblance wih the Divinity. The fofteft Be-
nevolence, the moft undaunted Refolution, the ten-
dereft Sentiments, the moft fublime Love of Virtue,
all thefe animate fucceflively his tranfported Bofom.
What Satisfattion, when he looks within, to find the
moft turbulent Paffions tun’d into jult Harmony and
Concord, and every jarring Sound banifh’d from this
enchanting Mufic! If the Contemplation, even of

inanimate
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inanimate Beauty, be {o delightful ;
Senfes, even when it

21
L5 3
If it ravifhes the
appears in foreign Objeéts :
What muft be the Effeéts of moral Beauty ? Apq
what Influence muft it have, when it embellifhes our

own Mind, and is the Refult of our own Refle&ion
and Induftry ?

BUT avhere is the Resward of Virtue ? Ay what
Recompence has Nature provided for fuch mportant So-

crifices, as thofe of Life and Fortune, avhich awe snuf} of
ten make to it ? Oh, Sons of Earth! Are you ignorant
of the Value of this celeftial Miftrefs? And
meanly enquire for her Portion, when you obferve
her genuine Charms? But know, that Nature hag
been indulgent to human Weaknefs, and has not left
this Favourite-child naked and unendow’d. She has
provided Virtue of the richeft Dowry; but being care-
ful, left the Allurements of Intereft fhou'd enga
fuch Suitors, as were infenfible of t}
of fo divine a Beauty, fhe has wifel

do you

ge
1e native Worth
y provided, that
this Dowry can have no Charms but in the Eyes of
thofe who are already tran{

ported with the Love of
Virtue,

G ror Y is the Portion of Virtue, the fiveet
Reward of honourable Toils, the triumphant Crown,
that covers the thoughtful Head of the difinterefted
Patriot, or the dufty Brow of the viftosious Warrior,
Elevated by fo fublime a Prize, the Man of Virtue
looks down with Contempt on all the Allurements of
Pleafure, and all the Menaces of Danger. Death
itfelf lofes its Terrors, when he confiders, that irs
Dominion extends only over a Part of him, and that,
in Spite of Death and Time, the Rage of the Ele-
ments,
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ments, ana e

he is affur'd of an u
of Men.

o
i)

uEwre furely is a Being that pr

I_".".i\{,'j“.-L‘: I;:!Li, W :.Til i‘.::':.lll.'_l.’ \K-i'|.ll_i|j'|'

reduc'd the jarring Elements into juft Order
1 Alaner :

]1.1]1'1-!1’111. [.et 1"!"_l_'. ve R ;
f wds his Care of Virtue, and

cent Deing ex

this benef

iftence to a future State,

itence €O a ru

whether he i‘rt.-‘.t"an;__‘ our Exiftent
-to beflow on it its jult Reward, and render
The Man of \

1y Thing on fo dubious a Subject, 15 fatis-

tue, without

deciding ar

Portion which is mark’d out to him by

fv°d with th

anlos o~k
JUPOIET ©
i

all Things. Gratef

1

\at farther Reward prepar’d for him ; but

s not Virtue ar empty Name;

fully acknowledges the Bounty of his Creator, who

bv calling him forth into Exiftence, has thereby af-
forded him an Opportunity of once acquiring fo ia-

valuable a Pofleffion.
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O fome !’hi]u[’r.)i.-hcr.s it appears Matter of Sur-
prize, that all Mankind, poflefling

the fame
Nature, and being endow’d with t}

ie fame Faculties,
fhould vet differ fo widely in their Purfuits and [ncli-
nations, and that one thould utterly condemn whar is
fondly fought after by another. To fome it appears
Matter of ftill more Surprize, that Man fhould diffey
fo widely from himfelf at different Times ; and
Poffeflion, reject with Difdain what, before, was the
Obje&t of all his Vows and Withes.

verith Uncertainty and Irrefolution,

, after

To me this fe-
in human Con-
dutt, feems altogether unavoidable; nor can a ratio-
nal Soul, made for the Contemplation of the fu

preme
Being, and of his Works, ever enjoy T'r

anquillity or
SatisfaCtion, while detain’d in the ignoble Purfuits of
{enfual Pleafure or popular Applaufe. The Divinit

i% a boundlels Ocean of Blifs and Glory: Human
Minds are fmaller Streams, which, arifing at firfe
from this Ocean, feek ftill, amid all their Wander-
ings, to return to it, and to lofe themfelves in that

# Or, the Man of Contemplation and Philofopbical Devotien,

Immen-
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Immenfity of Perfe&tion. When check’d in this na-
tural Courfe, by Vice or Folly, they become furious
and cm‘ug"d; and, f{welling to a Torrent, do then
fprcad Horror and Devaftation on the 11«5'&-.1\‘501:1‘11%

Plains.

I~ vain, by pompous Phrafe and paffionate Expref-
fions, does each recommend his own Purfuit, and
invite the credulous Hearers to an Imitation of his
Life and Manners. The Heart belies the Counte-
sance, and fenfibly feels, even amid the higheft Suc-
cefs, the unfatisfaory Nature of all thofe Pleafures,
which detain it from it’s true Obje&t. I examine the
voluptuous Man before Enjoyment ; I meafure the
Vehemence of his Defire, and the Importance of his
Objelt; I find that all his Happinefs proceeds only
from that Hurry of Thought which takes him from
himfelf, and turns his View from his Guilt and Mi-
fery. I confider him a Moment after ; he has now
enjoy’d the Pleafure, which he fondly fought after.
The Senfe of his Guilt and Mifery returns upon him
with double Anguith: His Mind tormented with
Fear and Remorfe; his Body depreft with Difguit
and Satiety.

BuT amore auguft, atleaft a more hanghty Per:
fonage prefents himfelf boldly to our Cenfure ; and,
affuming the Title of a Philofopher and Man of Mo-
rals, offers to fubmit to the moft rigid Examination.
He challenges, with a vifible, tho’ conceal’d Impa-
tience, our Approbation and Applaufe ; and feems of-
fended, that we fhould hefitate a Moment before we

break
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break out into Admiration of his Virtue. Seeing this
Impatience, I hefitate fhll more: I begin to examine
the Motives of his feeming Virtue: But behold! e'er
I can enter upon this Enquiry, he flings himfelf from
me; and addrefling his Difcourfe to that Crowd of
heedlefs Auditors, fondly abufes them by his mag-

nificent Pretenfions.

OPnirosornrr! thy Wifdom is vain, and
thy Virtue unprofitable. Thou feekeft the ignorant
Applaufes of Men, not the folid Reflettions of thy
own Confcience, or the more folid Approbation of
that Being, who, with one Regard of his all-feeing
Eye, penetrates the Univerfe. Thou furely art con-
feious of the Hollownefs of thy pretended Probity,
whilft calling thyfelf a Citizen, a Son, a Friend, thou
forgetteft thy higher Sovereign, thy true Father, thy
greateft Benefattor. Where is the Adoration due to
fuch infinite Perfetion, whence every Thing good
and valuable is deriv’d ¢ Where is the Gratitude, due
to thy Creator, who call'd thee forth from nothing,
who placed thee in all thefe Relations to thy Fellow-
Creatures, and requiring thee to fulfil the Duty of
each Relation, forbids thee to neglet what thou owelft
to himfelf, the moft perfeét Being, to whom thou art
connected by the clofeft Tye?

Bur thou art thyfelf thy own Idol: Thou wor-
fhippeft thy imaginary Perfeftions: Or rather, fenfi-
ble of thy real Imperfections, thou feekeft only to
deceive the World, and to pleafe thy Fancy, by mul-
tiplying thy ignorant Admirers. Thus not contented

K with




518 B8 8l 5% TRKL

with negleting what is moft excellent in the Univerfe
;

thou defireft to {ubfhitute in his Place what is moft

vile and contemptible.

Consipier all the Works of Men's Hands; all
the Inventions of human Wit, in which thou affect-
eft fo nice a Difcernment: Thou wilt find, that the
moft perfect Prodution ftill proceeds from the moft
perfe& Thought, and that ’tis M~ alone, which
we admire, while we beftow our Applaufe on the
Graces of a well-proportion'd Statue, or the Sym-
metry of a noble Pile. The Statuary, the Architedt

comes ftill in View, and makes us reflect on the
Be‘.uv of his Art and Contrivance, which, froma
Heap of unform’d Matter, cou 'd extract fuch Expref-
fions and Proportions.  This fuperior Beauty of
Thought and Intelligence thou thyfelf acknowledget,
while thou inviteft us to contemplate, in thy Con-
dué, the Harmony of Affettions, the Dignity of
Sentiments, and all thofe Graces of a Mind, which
chiefly merit our Attention. But why ftoppeft thou
Seeft ‘thou nothing farther that is valuable?

R

fhort? S
Amid thy rapturous App rlaufes of Beauty and Order,
art thou fill ignorant where the moft confummate

v, the moft perfect Order, 1s to be found ? Com-

; he Works of Art with thofe of Nature. The
one are but an Imitation of the other. "The nearer Art
s it efteem’d.

approaches to Nature, the more 1“crﬁ“‘
But ftill, how wide are its neareft Ammnchc:, and
what an immenfe Interval may be obferv’d betwixt
them ? Art copies only the outfide of Nature, leaving
the inward and more admirable Springs and Princi-

ples;
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ples ; as exceeding her Imitation, as beyond her Com-
prc]u:nfmn. Art copies only the minute Produ@ions
of l\'d ure, udpmrmfr to reach that Grandewr and
i ficence, which are fo aftonifhing in the mafterly
Works of her Original. Can we then be fo blind,
as not to difcover an Intelligence and a Defign in the

1

exquifite and moft ftupendous Contrivance of the
Univerfe ? Can we be fo ftupid, as not to. feel the
warmeft Raptures of Worfhip and Adoration, upon
the Contemplation of that intelligent Being, {o infi-

1 i ioaacid ey

nitely £00a anc 1

Tue molt perfet Happinefs, furely, muft arife
ation of the moft perfe&t Obje.
But what is more perfeét than Beauty and Virtue ?
And where is Beauty to be found equal to that of the

from the Contem

Univerfe ? Or Virtue, which can be compar’d to the
Benevolence and Juftice of the Deity? If aught can
diminith the P];ﬁu ‘e of this Contemplation, it muft
be either the Narrownefs of our Faculties, which
conceals from us the greateft Part of thefe Beauties
and Perfections ; or the Shortnefs of our Lives, which
allows not Time fufficient to inftru& us in them. But
'tis our Comfort, that if we imploy worthily the Fa-
culties here affign’d us, they will be enlarg’d in ano-
ther State of Exiftence, fo as to render us more fui-
table Worfhippers of our Maker : And that the Tafk,
which can never be finithed in Time, will be the Bu-
finefs of an Eternity.

Kz ESSAY




ESSAY XXL

The SCEP T IC.

HAVE lorg entertain’d a great Sufpicion, with
I regard to the Decifions of Philofophers upon all
Subjeéts, and found in myfelf a greater Inclination to
difpute, than affent to their Conclufions. There is
one Miftake, to which they feem liable, almoft with-
out Exception; they confine too much their Princi.
ples, and make no Account of that vaft Variety,
which Nature has fo much affeted in all her Opera-
tions. When a Philofopher has once laid hold of a
favourite Principle, which perhaps accounts for many
natural Effects, he will extend the fame Principle over
the whole Creation, and reduce to it every Phaenome-
qon, tho’ by the moft violent and abfurd Reafoning.
Our own Mind being narrow and contracted, we can-
not extend our Conception to the Variety and Extent
of Nature ; but imngine, that fhe is as much bounded

Bur if ever this Infirmity of Philofophers is to
be fufpeéted on any Occafion, 'tis in their Reafonings
concerning human Life, and the Methods of attain-
ing Happinefs. In that Cafe, they are led aftray,

not
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not only by the Narrownefs of their Underftandings,
but alfo by that of their Paflions. Almoft every one
has a predominant Inclination, to which all his other
Defires and Affeétions fubmit, and which governs
him, tho’, perhaps, with {ome Intervals, thro’ the
whole Courfe of his Life. 'Tis difficult for him to
apprehend, that any Thing which appears totally in-
different to him, can ever give Enjoyment to any
Perfon, or can poffefs Charms, which altogether ef-
cape his Obfervation. His own Purfuits are always,
in his Account, the moft engaging: The Objeéts
of his Paflion, the moft valuable: And the Road he
purfues, the only one that leads to Happinefs.

But wou'd thefe prejudic’d Reafoners refleét a
Moment, there are many obvious Inftances and Ar-
guments, fufficient to undeceive them, and make them
enlarge their Maxims and Principles. Do they not

fee the valt Variety of Inclinations and Purfuits amo

Mankind, where each feems fully fatisfy’d with
own Courfe of Life, and wou'd efteem it the greateft
Unhappinefs to be confin'd to that of his Neighbour 2
Do they not feel in themfelves, that what pleafes at
one Time, difpleafes at another, by the Change of
Inclination; and that it is not in their Power, by
their utmoft Efforts, to recall that Tafte or Appetite,
which formerly beftowed Charms on what now ap-
pears indifferent or diﬁlgrccablc ? What is the Mear~
ing therefore of thofe general Preferences of the
Town or Country-Life, of a Life of A&ion or one
of Pleafure, of Retirement or Society; when, befides
the different Inclinations of different Men, every one’s

K3 Expe-
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Won'd you acquire
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Iawning. Let it appear

1f, but without de-

fpifing others. If vou fall into either of the Extremes,
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you either provoke Men's Pride by your Infolence,
or teach them to defpife you by your timorous Sub-
miflion, and by the mean Opinion you feem to en-

tertain of yourfelf.
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I'nesk, you fay, are the Maxims of common
Prudence and Difcretion ; what every Parent incul-
cates on his Child, and what every Man of Senfe
puriues in the Courfe of Life, which he has chofen
to himfelf.—~What is it then you defire more? Do
you come to a Philofopher, asto a cuns ing Mau, to
leamp fomething by Magic or Witchcraft, beyond what
can be known by common Prudence and Difcretion
'_"}.'*"; WeC come to a J7J'1i}()1’4f)_‘,,;,;‘!' to be inftructed,
ls, more than the Means

T o e L | / '
How we fhall chuie our Enc

¢ We want to know, what

for attaining thefe

all fatisfy, what Paflions we fhall com-

Defires we i

ply with, what Appetites we fhall indulge. As to

the reft, we truft to common Senfe, and the general

Maxims of the World, for our Inftruction.

I am forry, then, I have pretended to be a Philo-
fopher : For I find your Queftions very perplexing .

and am in Danger, if my Anfwer be too rigid and fe-
vere, of pafling for a Pedant and Scholaftic ; if it be

too eafy and free, of being taken for a Preacher of
Vice and Immorality. However, to fatisfy you, I
fhall deliver my Opinion upon the Matter, and only
defire you to efteem it of as little Confequence as 1
do myfelf. By that Means you will neither think it
worthy of your Ridicule nor your Anger.

I¥ we can depend upon any Principle, which we
learn from Philofophy, this, I think, may be confi-
der'd as certain and undoubted, That there is nothing,
'n itfelf, valuable or defpicable, defireable or hate-

K 3 ful
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ful, beautiful or deformed ; but that thefe Attributes
arife fiom the particular Conftitution and Fabric of
human Sentiments and Affeétions. What feems the
moft delicious Food to one Animal, appears loath-
{fome to another: What affetts the feeling of one with
Delight, produces Uneafinefs to another. 'This is
confefledly the Cafe with Regard to all the bodily
Senfes: But if we examine the Matter more accurate-
ly, we fhall find, that the {fame Obfervation holds even
where the Mind concurs with the Body, and mingles
its Sentiments with the exterior Appetites.

D £s1rE this paflionate Lover to give you a Cha-
rafter of his Miftrefs : He will tell you, that he is
at a Lofs for Words to defcribe her Charms, and will
afk you very ferioufly, If ever you was acquainted
with a Goddefs or an Angel ? If you anfwer, that
you never was: He will then fay, That ’s impof-
fible for you to form a Conception of fuch divine
Beauties as thofe his Charmer pofleffes; fo complete
a Shape; fuch proportion’d Features ; fo engaging an
Air; fuch a Sweetnefs of Difpofition; fuch Gaiety
of Humour. You can infer nothing, however, from
all this Difcourfe, but that the poor Man is in Love;
and that the general Appetite betwixt the Sexes,
which Nature has infus'd into all Animals, is in him
determin’d to a particular Obje& by fome Qualities,
which gave him Pleafure. The fame divine Crea-
ture, not only to a different Animal, but alfo to a dif-
ferent Man, appears a mere mortal Being, and is be-
held with the utmoft Indifference.

NATURE
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NaTure has given all Animals a like Prejudice

in Favour of their Offspring. As foon as the help-
lefs Infant fees the Light, tho' in every other Eve it
appears a defpicable and a miferable Creature, it is
regarded by its fond Parents with the utmoft Affe&i-
on, and is prefer'd to every other Obje&, however
perfeét or accomplifh'd. The Paffion alone, arifing
from the Original Stru¢ture and Formation of human
Nature, beftows a Value on the moft infignificant

Objeét.

W may pufh the fame Obfervation further, and
may conclude, that even when the Mind operates
alone, and feeling the Sentiments of Blame or Ap-
probation, pronounces one Obje to be deform’d and
odious, another beautiful and amiable; I fay, that even
in that Cafe, thefe Qualities are not really in the
Objects, but belong entirely to the Sentiments of that
Mind which blames or praifes. I grant, that it wij]
be more difficult to make this Propofition evident,
and as it were, palpable, to negligent Thinkers,
becaufe Nature is more uniform in the Sentiments
of the Mind than in moft Feelings of the Body,
and produces a nearer Refemblance in the inward
than in the outward Part of human Kind, There
15 fomething refembling Principles in mental Tafte ;
and Critics can reafon and difpute much more
plaufibly than Cooks or Perfumers. This Sub-
je& woud require a {eparate Examination. In the
Wcan Time we may obferve, That this Uniformity
among human Kind hinders not, but that there isa

K s con-
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confiderable Diverfity in the Sentiments of Beauty
and Worth, and that Education, Cuftom, Prejudice,
Caprice, and Humour do frequently vary our Tafte
of this Kind. You will never convince a Man, who
is not accuftom’d to Iraliar Mufic, and has not an Ear
to follow its Intricacies, that a Seotch Tune is not
}'-s‘cﬁ:rubl& You have not even any fingle Argumernt,
beyond your own Tafte, which you can employ in
your Behalf: And to your Adverfary, his particular
Tafte will always appear a much motre convincing
Argument to the contrary. If you be wife, each of
you will allow, that the other may be i '

and having many other Inftances of this Diver

Talte, you will both confels, that Beauty and Worth
are merely ¢f a relative Nature, and confit in an
agreeable Sentiment produc’d by an Objett on a par-
ticular Mind, according to the peculiar Structure and
Conftitution of that Mind.

By this Diverfity of Sentiment, obfervable in hu-
man Kind, Nature has, perhaps, intended to make
us fenfible of her Authority, and let us fee what {ur-
prifing Changes fhe cou’d produce on the Paflions
and Defires of Mankind, merely by the Change of
their inward Fabric, without any Alteration on the
Objetts. The Vulgar may even be convinced by
this Argument : But Men accuftom’d to thinking may
draw a more convincing, at leaft a more general Ar-
gument, from the very Nature of the Subjedt.

Tn the Operation of Reafoning, the Mind does
nothing but run over its Objects, as they are fup-
pofed
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pofed toftand in Reality, without adding any Thing to
them, or diminifhing any Thing from them. If I
examine the Prolomaan and Copernican Syftems, I
endeavour only, by my Enqu iries, to know the real
Situation of the Planets ; that is, in other Words, I

endeavour to give them, in my Mind or Conception,
the fame Relations as they bear towards each other
i the Heavens. To this (_)!,‘t"l':ltl[lj'.] of the ..i\'fil'!d,

therefore, there feems to be always a real, tho’ often

ird, in the Nature of Things ; nor

an unlnown St

is Truth or Falthood variable by the various Appre-
henfions of Mankind. Tho’ all human Race thou'd
he Sun moves, and the Earth
th:- Sun {flirs not an Inch from his

and fuch Conclufions

[as

for ever concl

remains at

Yez{onin

A

. oy
Place for all t

are eternally falfe and erroneous.

B u T the Cafe is not the fame with the Q 1a11“i: of

lelirable and f."!r-’);'.'.i, as with

Truth and Faliho [ the former Cafe, the Mind
s not contented merely furveying its Objetts
ac they ftand in themfelves: It alfo feels a Scnl!mcnt

of Deliocht or Uneafinefs, Approbation or Blame
=] 4 ¥

went to that Survey; and this Sentiment de-

cOo! t
termines it to pronounce the Objeét tiful or de-
J d. defirable or o Now, “tis evident, that

this Sentiment muft depend upon the particul

bric or Strufture of the Mind, which enables fuch
particular Objects to operate in fuch a particular Man-
ner, and produces a Sy mp‘L]w or Conformity betwixt

the Mind and the (.‘.,}_I,-..'.u-_.. Vary the Struéture of the
Mind or inward Organs, the Sentiment no longer
K 6 follows,
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follows, tho' the Objets remain the fame. The
Sentiment being different from the Obje&, and ari-
fing from its Operation upon the Organs of the
Mind, an Alteration in either of thefe Particulars muft
vary the Effet, nor can the fame Obje&, prefented
to a Mind totally different, produce the {fame Sen-
timent.

T u1s Conclufion every one is apt to form of him-
felf, without much Philofophy, where the Sentiment
is evidently diftinguifhable from the Objeét. Whois
not fenfible, that Power, and Glory, and Vengeance,
are not defirable of themfelves, but derive all their
Value from the Structure of human Paflions, which
begets a Defire for fuch particular Objefts ? But with
regard to Beauty, either natural or moral, the Cafe
is commonly fuppos'd to be different. The agreeable
Quality is thought to lie in the Obje&, not in the
Sentiment ; and that merely becaufe the Sentiment is
not fo turbulent and violent as to diftinguifh itfelf,
in an evident Manner, from the Perception of the

Objeét.

Bu T a very little Refleftion fuffices to diftinguifh
them. A Man may know exaltly all the Circles
and Ellipfes of the Copernican Syftem, and all the
irregular Spirals of the Prolohean, without per-
ceiving that the former is more beautiful than the
latter. Euclid has very fully explain’d all the Quali-
ties of the Circle, but has not, in any Propofition,
faid a Word of its Beauty. The Reafon is evident.
The Beauty is not a Quality of the Circle. It Iyes

not
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not in any Part of the Line, whofe Parts areall equally
diftant from a common Center. It is only the Effe,
which that Figure operates upon the Mind, whofe
particular Fabric or StruGure renders it {ufceptible of
fuch Sentiments. In vain would you look for it in
the Circle, or feek it, either by your Senfes, or by
Mathematical chf'ouings, in all the Properties of
that Figure.

Tuze Mathematician, who took no other Pleafure in
reading Virgi/, but that of examining Eneas’s Voyage by
the Map, might underftand perfecily the Meaning of
every Latin Word, imploy’d by that divine Author ;
and confequently, might have adiftin@ Idea of the whole
Narration. He would even have a more diftinét Idea
of it, than they could have who had not ftudy’d fo
exactly the Geography of the Poem. He knew,
therefore, every thing in the Poem : But he was ig-
norant of its Beauty ; becaufe the Beauty, properly
I‘pezl‘.-:ing, lies not in the Poem, but in the Sentiment
or Tafte of the Reader. And where a Man has no
fuch Senfibility of Temper, as to make him feel this
Sentiment, he muft be ignorant of the Beauty, the
he be poffefs'd of all the Science and Underftanding
of an Angel 1

Tug

T Were I not afraid of appearing too philofophical, I would
remind my Reader of that famous Doétrine, {uppos’d to be fully
Prov’d in modern Times, That Taftes and Colours, and all other
Jenfible Rualities, lye not in the Bodies, but merely in the Senfes,
The Cafe is the fame with Beauty and Deformity, Virtue and
Vice,  <This Doctrine, however, takes off no more from the

Reality
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Tr Inference from all this is, that it is not from
the Valae or Worth of the Obje&, which any Perfon
that we can determine his Enjoyment, but
and

purfues,
merely from the Paffion w ith shich he purfues it,
Objetts have
They
[f that

the Stuccefs he meets with in his Purfuit.
abfolutely no Worth or Value in themfelves.
derive their Worth merely from the Paflion.

be ftrong, and fteady, and {uccelsful, the Perfon is
It cannot reafonably be doubted, but a little

happy.
D:mcing—b‘chonl

Mifs, dreft in a new Gown for a
Pall, receives as compleat Enjoyment as the greateft

Orator, who triumphs in the Splendor of his Elo-
quence, whilehe governs the Paffions and Refolutions

of a numerous Affembly.

A1y the Difference, therefore, betwixt one Man
and another, with regard to Life, confifts either in
ayment -And thefe Differences

n, or n the Ezj

t to produce the wide Extremes of Happi-

nd Miie

1neis a

Reality of the latter Qualities, than from that of the former j
Umbsage cither to Critics or Moraliflse

foy need it give any
he Eye, would Dyers

‘The' Colours Were allow’d to lyé only in t
or efteem’d » There is a {uffi-

ér Painters ever be lefs regarded
and Feelings of Mankind, to

cient Uniformity in the Senfes
ke all thefe Qualities the Objedts of Artand Rea [oning, and
1o have the greateft Influence on Life and Manners, And 2s
s¢is certain, that the Difcovery above-menticned in na
Philofophy, makes ne Alteration on Aion and Conduct 3

VW hy ftould a hike Difcovery in moral Philofophy malke any Al-

tural

ceration 7

To
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T o be happy, the Paffions muft neither be too vio-
lent nor too remifs. In the firft Cafe, the Mind isina
perpetual Hurry and Fluftre ; in the fecond, it finks
into a difagreeable Indolence and Lethargy.

T o be happy, the Pafions muft be benign and fo-
cial ; not rough or fierce. The AffeQions of the lat-
ter Kind are not near {o agreeable, to the I celing, as
thofe of the former.  Who will compare R:mcour and
Animofity, Envy and Revenge, to Fricndﬂlip, Be-
nignity, Clemency and Gratitude ?

To be happy, the Paflions muft be chearful and
gay, not gloomy and melancholy. A I Propenfity to
Hope and Joy is real Riches: One to Fear and Soi-

row, real Poverty

Some Paflions or Inclinations, in the e Enjoyment of their
Objett, arenot fo fready or conftantas others, norconvey
fuch a durable Pleafure and Satisfa@ion. P/)//Ofﬁ]ﬁ/]ical
Dm"u‘/wz, for Inftance, like the Enthufiafm of a Poet,
is the tranfitory Effe® of high Spirits, great Leifure,
a fine Genius, and a Habit of Study and Contempla-
tion : But notwithi tanding all thefe Circumftances,
an abftraéted, invifible Object, like that which natural
Religion alone prefents to us, cannot long aQuate the
Mind, or be of any Moment in Life. To render the
Paffion of Continuance, we muft find fome Method
of affefting the Senfes and Imagination, and muft ema
brace fome bifforical as well as philofophical Accounts
of the Divinity. Popular Superftitions and Obfer-
vances are ¢ven found to be of Ufe in this Particular.

Tuo!
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Tuo’ the Tempers of Men be very different, yet
we may fafely pronounce in general, that a Life of
Pleafure cannot fupport itfelf fo long as one of Bufi-
nefs, but is much more fubjet to Satiety and Difguft.
The Amufements, which are the moft durable, have
all 2 Mixture of Application and Attention in them ;
fuch as Gaming and Hunting. And in general, Bu-
finefs and Aion fill up all the great Vacancies of hu-
man Life.

But where the Temper is the beft difpos’d for any
Enjoyment, the Objeét is often wanting : And in this
Refpeét, the Paffions, which purfue external Objeéts,
do not contribute {fo much to Happinefs, as thofe
which reft in ourfelves ; fince we are neither fo certain
of attaining fuch Objeéts, nor fo fecure of poflefling
them. A Paffion for Learning is preferable, with
regard to Happinefs, to one for Riches.

Some Men are pofleft of great Strength of Mind ;
and even when they purfue external Objelts, are not
much affected by a Difappointment, but renew their
Application and Induftry with the greateft Chearful-
nefs. Nothing contributes more to Happinefs than

this Turn of Mind.

AccorpING to this fhort and imperfect Sketch of
human Life, the happieft Difpofition of Mind is the
wirtuous; or, in other Words, that which leads to
A&ion and Employment, renders us fenfible to the
focial Paffions, fteels the Heart againft the Affaults of

i Fortune,
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Fortune, reduces the Affeions to a juft Moderation,
malkes our own l‘.'.')ugh'_s an Entertainment to us, and
inclines us rather to the Pleafures of Society and Con-
verfation, than to thofe of the Senfes. This, in the
mean Time, maft be obvious to the moit carelefs
Reafoner, that all Difpofitions of Mind are not alike
favourable to Happinefs, and that one Paflion or Hu-
mour may be extremely defirable, while another is
equally hateful. And indeed, all the Difference be-
twixt the Conditions of Life depends upon the Mind ;
nor is there any Situation of Affairs, in itfelf, prefer-
able to another. Good and Ill, both natural and mo-
ral, are entirely relative to human Sentiments and Af-
fetions. No Man would ever be unhappy, could he
alter his Feelings.  Profeus-like, he would elude all
Attacks, by the continual Alterations of his Shape
and Form.

Bur this Refource Nature has, in a great Meafure,
depriv'd us of. The Fabric and Conftitution of our
Mind no more depends on our Choice, than that of
our Body. The Generality of Men have not even
thefmalleft Notion, that any Alteration in this Refpeét
can ever be defirable.  As a Stream neceffarily follows
the feveral Inclinations of the Ground, on which it
rns ; fo are the ignorant and thoughtlefs Part of
Mankind actudted by their natural Propenfities. Such
are effectually excluded from all Pretenfions to Philo-
fophy, and the Medicine of the Mind, fo much boafted.
But even upon the wife and thoughtful, Nature has
a prodigious Influence ; nor is italways in a Man’s

Power, by the utmoft Art and Induftry, to correét
his




234 E §:-8 %A Y @ XXT.

The Empire of Philofophy extends
over a few : and with F

ard to thefe too, her Au-
thority is very weak and Men may well be

fenfible of the Value of Virtue, and may

defire to at-

tain it ; but ’tis not always certain, that they will be
4 [k WBAE B SO0 o, o Ly FO
ucceistul 1n thelr vviines.

of human Aé&ons,
entirely guided by Conftitution and Temper, and that

general Maxims have little Influent

ce, but{o far asthey
affe&t our Tafte or Sentiment. If a Man have a lively
Senfe of Hagour and Virtue, with moderate Paffions

his Condué will always be conformable to the Rules
of Morality ; or if he depart from them, his Return
will be eafy and expeditious.  But, on the other
Hand, where one is born of fo perverfe a Frame of
Mind, of fo callous and infenfible a Difpofition, as
to have no Relifh for Virtue and Humanity, no Sym-
pathy with his Fellow-Creatures, no Defire of Efteem
and Applaufe ; fuch a one muft be allow'd to be en-
tirely incurable, nor is there any Remedy in Philofo-
phy. He reaps no Satisfattion but from low and {en-
fual Objeéts, or from the Indulgence of malignant
Paffions: He feels no Remorfe to controul his vicious
Inclinations : He has not even that Senfe or Tafte,
which is requifite to make him defire 2 better Charac-
ter : For my Part, I know not how I fhould addrefs
myfelf to fuch a one, or by what Arguments I fhould
endeavour to reform him. Should I tell him of th,
inward Satisfaction that refults from laudable and hu.

mane
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mane .'."I.';:'- the delicate .‘.-'.'.'-:I‘i_'.
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Love and Friendfhip, the lafting

good Name and an eftablifhed Character ; he micht

ftill reply, that thefe were, periiz Pleatt

as were fufceptible of them ; butthat, for his Part, he
finds himfelf of a quite diffe Tury fpofi-
ton. I muft re peat 1t 3 my Philofe phy affords no
Remedy in {uch a Cafe, norcould I do any thing but
lament this Perfon’s unhay n But then I

atk, rd a Remedy ; or

if it be poflible, by any Syftem, to render all Man-

, If any other Philofophy can aff

kind virtuous, however perverfe may be their natural

Frame of Mind ¢ Experience will foon convince us

of the contrary ; and I will venture to affirm, that,

perhaps, the chief Benefit, which refults from Philo-

fophy, arifes in an indire& Manner. *I'is certain,

=5 and liberal

that a ferious Application to the Sci
Arts, foftens and humanizes the Temper, and che-

rithes thofe fine Emotions, in which true Virtue and

Honour confifts.
a Man of Tafte and Lea :
neft Man, whatever Frailtics may attend him. The
Bent of his Mind to fpeculative Studies muft mortify
100, and

in him the Paflions of Intereft and Amb
mult, at the fame Time, give him a greater Senfibi-
lity of all the Decencies and Duties of Life. Hefeels
more fully a moral Diftin&tion in Characlers and Man-
ners ; nor.is his Senfe of this Kind diminifh’d, but,
on the contrary, it is much encreas’'d, by his Specu-
lations,

BEsiDES
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Besipes fuch infenfible Changes upon the Temper
and Difpofition, ’tis highly probable, that others may
be produc’d by Study and Application. The prodi-
gious Effeéts of Education may convince us, that the
Mind is not altogether ftubborn and inflexible, but
will admit of many Alterations from its original
Make and Struéture. Let a Man propofe to himfelf
the Model of a Charafter, which he approvesof ; let
him be well acquainted with thofe Particulars, in
which his own Charaéter deviates from this Model :
Let him keep a conftant Watch over himfelf, and bend
his Mind, by a continual Effort, from the Vices to-
wards the Virtues ; and I doubt not but, in Time, he
willfind, in his Temper, an Alteration to the better.

Hazrt is another powerful Means of reforming
the Mind, and implanting in it good Difpofitions and
Inclinations. A Man who continues for fome Time
in a Courfe of Sobriety and Temperance, will hate
Riot and Diforder : If he engage himfelf in Bufinefs
or Study, Indolence will feem a Punifhment to him :
If he conftrain himfelf to practife Beneficenceand Af-
fability, he will foon abhor all Inftances of Pride and
Violence. Where one is throughly convinc'd, that
the virtuous Courfe of Life is preferable ; if he has
but Refolution enough to impofe a Violence on him-
felf for fome Time ; his Reformation need not be de-
fpaird of. The Misfortune is, that this Conviction
and this Refolution never can have Place, unlefs a Man
be, before-hand, tolerably virtuous.

Hers
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Hzre then is the utmoft Triumph of Art and Phi-
lofophy : It infenfibly refines the Temper, and it
points out to us thofe Difpofitions which we fhould
endeavour to attain, by a conftant Bens of Mind, and
by repeated Habit. Beyond this I cannot acknow-
ledge its Influence ; and I muft entertain great Doubts
concerning all thofe Exhortations and Confolations,
which are in fuch Vogue among all fpeculative Rea-
loners,

We have already obferv’d, that no Objeéts are, of
themfelves, defirable or odious, valuable or defpica-
ble ; but that all Objets acquire thefe Qualities from
the particular Charaéter and Conftitution of the Mind,
which furveys them. To diminifh therefore, or aug-
ment any Perfon’s Value for an Obje&, to excite or
moderate his Paflions, there are no dire& Arguments
or Reafons, which can be employ’d with any Force
or Influence. The catching Flies, like Domitian, if
it give more Pleafure, 'is preferable to the hunting
wild Beafts, like WWilliam Rufus, or conquering King-
doms, like Alexandsr.

Bur tho’ the Value of every Objeét can be deter-
min'd only by the Sentiments or Paffions of every In-
dividual, we may obferve, that the Paflions, in pro-
nouncing their Verdi&t, confider not the objeét fim-
Py, as itis in itfelf, but furvey it with all the Cir-
cumflances that attend it. A Man tranfported with
Joy, on Account of his poflefling a Diamond, con-
fines not his View to the gliftering Stone before him :

He
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He alfo confiders its Rarity, and from thence chiefly
arifes his Pleafure and Exultation.  Here therefore a
Philofopher may ftep in, and {uggeft particular V lews
and Confiderations, and Circumitances, which other-
wife would have efcap'd us ; and, by that Means, he
may either moderate or excite any particular Paffion.

It may feem unreafonable abfolutely to deny the
Authority of Philofophy in this Refpeét : But it muft
be confeft, that there lies this firong Prefumption

againft it «that if thefe Views be natural and obvious,

they would have occurred of themfelves, without the
Afliftance of Philofophy ; if they be not natural,
they never can have any Influence on the Affections.
Thefe are of a very delicate Nature, and cannot be
forced or conftrained by the utmoft Art and Induftry.
A Confideration, whichwe feck for on Purpofe, which
we enter into with Diffculty, which we retain with
Care and Attention, can never produce thofe genuine
and durable Movements of Paflion, which are the Re-
fult of Nature, and the Conflitution of the Mind. A
Man may as well pretend to cure himfelf of Love
by viewing his Miftrefs thro’ the artificiel Medium of
a Microfcope, or Profpe&, and beholding there the
Coarfenefs of her Skin, and monitrous Difproportion
of her Features, as hope to excite or moderate any
Paflion by the artificial Arguments of a Seneca or an
Epictetus. 'The Remembrance of the natural Afpect
and Situation of the Objects will, in both Cafes, fill
return vpon him. The Refletions of Philofophy are
too fubtile and diftant to take Place in common Lafe;

or eradicate any Affefiion. The Air is t00 fine to
breathe
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breathe in, where it is above the Winds and Clouds of
the Atmofphere.

Another Defe& of thofe Refle&tions, which P

hilo-
fophy prefents to us, is

» that commonly they cannot
diminith or extinguifh our vicious Paffions,
diminithing or extinguifhing {uch as are virtuous, and
rendering the Mind totally indifferent and ina@ive,
They are, for the moft Part, general, and are appli-

without

| cable to all our Affe@ions. In vain do we hope to di-

rect their Influence only to one Side.  If by inceffant
Study and Meditation we have rendered them very
intimate and prefent to us, they will operate through-
out, and fpread an univerfal Infenfibility over the
Mind. When we deftroy the Nerves, we extinguifh

the Senfe of Pleafure, along with that of Pain.

It will be eafy, by oneGlance of the Eye, to find
one or other of thefe Defeéts in moft of thofe philofo-
phical RefleGions, fo-much celebrated both I ancient

5 and modern T'imes. Let s0r the Liguzies or Violence of
Men, {ay the Philofophers, ever dif: ompfe you by Anger
or Hatred.  IWould you be angry at the dpe for its Ma-

lice, or  the Tyger for its Ferocity 2 'This Refleftion

—

€ats us into a bad Opinion of human Nature, and
mult extinguifh the {focial Affections. Tt tends alfo to
remove all Remorfe for a Man’s own Crimes, : when
j he confiders, that Vice is as natural to Mankind, as
i the particular Inftin@s to Brute-Creatures.

ALL lls arife Srom the Order of the Univerfe,
ahich is a[:fo/zctf{y perfeit.  Would Jou aifb to (‘/{ﬂ‘z/r/)

/
A
?, SO
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- divine an Order for the Sake of your own particular
Dutereff. What if the Ills I fuffer arife from Malice
or Opprcﬂion ? But the Fices and Imnp: rfections of Men

are alfo comprebended in the Order of the Uniwverfe.

If Plagues and Earthguakes break not Hea'n's Defigny
Why then a Borgia o « Catiline ?

Let this beallow'd; and my own Vices will alfo bea
Part of the fame Order.

MAN isborn to be miferable ; andis be furpriz'd at
any particm’m' Misfortune 2 And can hbe give Way ta
Sorrow and Lamentation upon Account of any Difafer ¢
Yes : He very reafonably laments, that he fhould be
born to be miferable. Your Confolation prefents a
hundred Ills for-one, thatyou pretend to eafe him of.

YO U fhould always bawe before your Eyes Deaths
Difeafe, Poverty, Blindnefs, Exile, Calumny, and
Infamy, as Jlls which are incident 10 Buman Natures
When any of thefe Lls falls to your Lot, you avill bear
it the better that you bawe laid your Account quithit. 1
anfwer, If we confine ourfelves to 2 general and di-
fant Refle@tion on the 1lls of human Life, that can
have no Effeé to prepare us for them. If by clofe
and intenfe Meditation we render them prefent and
intimate to us, that is the true Secret to pcifon all our

Pleafures, and render us ptrpcma]ly miferable.

Y O U R Sorvoaw is fruitlefs, and asill not change the
Courfe of Defiiny.  Very true : And for that very
Reafon I am forry.

CICE:-,




W iy

~= ) -
The SCEPTIC 211

CICE RO Confolation for Deafnels is
curious,  How many Lane

fomewhat
uages are theye, fays he,

avhich Yol ds not unds rftand #  Fhe Punic, Spanifh,
Gallic, Zgyptian, &'e. With rigard to all thefe, yen
are as if you avere deaf, and_
the Matter. 1 it the a fo great a ﬂ'fs',i_fbrm;.-r 12 be d, af’

3 5
Yot You are indiiferent abouf

to one J‘r,r(‘?-'i'u(’Qc“ more ® ¢
= -

I 11k e better the Repartee of Antipater the Cyra-
niac, when fome Women were condoling with him
for his Blindnefs. 1#%ar? fays he, Do you think ¢}

are mo Pleafures in the Dark 2

NOTHING can be more deflrudtive, {ays Fonts-
welle, to Ambition, and the Paflion for (,'ﬁr:_;s.'{ /s, than
the true Syflem of Aftrowemy. What o poor Thing is
even the qubole Globey in Comparsfon of the infinite Fx-
tent of Nature? This Confideration i

diftant ever to have any Effett.

s evidently too
And if it had any,
wou'd it not deftroy Patriotifm as well as Ambitiog ?
The fame gallant Author adds with feme Reafop,
that the bright Eyes of the Ladies are the only Ob-
jelts, which lofe nothing of their Luftre or Value from
the moft extenfive Views of Aftronomy and Philofo-
phy, but fland Proof againft every Syflem.  Wou'd

Philofophers advife us tJlimit our Affe¢tion to thein »

THERE are only two Confiderations to be net with

in Books of Philofophy, from which any Effe&t is to

be cxpected; and that becaufe thefe two Confiderati~

Ons alone are drawn from common Life, ard occur
¥ ‘T:.rfr. Qgefﬂ Lib, V.

L upon
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upon the moft fuperficial View of human Affairs.
When we confider the Shortnefs and Uncertainty of
Life, how frivolous do all our Purfuits of Happinefs
if we wou'd extend our Concern

appear? And even,
how frivolous do our moit en-

beyond our own Life,
larg’d and moft generous Projetts appear, when we
confider the inceflant Changes and Revolutions of hu-
man Affairs, by which Laws and Learning, Books
and Governments are hurry’d away by Time, as by
a rapid Stream, and are loft in the immenfe Ocean of
Matter ? Such a Reflection does certainly tend to mor-
tify all our Paflions: But does it not thereby counter-
work the Artifice of Nature, who has happily de-
ceiv’d us into an Opinion, that human Life is of
fome Importance ? And may not fuch 2 Reflection be
imploy’d with Succefs by voluptuous Reafoners, to
lead us from the Paths of A&ion and Virtue, into the
flowery Fields of Indolence and Pleafure ?

WEe are inform’d by T hucydides, that, during the
famous Plague of Athens, when Death {eem’d prefent
4 diffolute Mirth and Gaiety pre-
who exhorted one another
g asit endur’d. The
during War, to be
than any other
is Kingdom,
has ruch

to every one’s Eyes,
vail'd among the People,
to make the moft of Life as lon
fame Principle makes Soldiers,
more addi@ted to Riot and Expence,
Race of Men: And "tis obfervable, in th
that long Peace, by producing Security,
alter'd them in this Particular, and has quite remov’'d
our Officers from the genecrous Character of their

Profeflion.

Apst i
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THE JSecond Philofophical Confideration, which may i
often have an Influence on the Affettions, is derivd
from a Comparifon of our own Condition with the
Condition of others. 'This Comparifon we are con.
tinually making, even in common Life; but the Mif-
fortune is, that we are apt rather to compare our Si.
tuation with that of our Superiors, than with that of i
our Inferiors. A *hilofopher corre@s this natural In-
firmity, by turning his View to the other Side, in
order to render himfelf eafy in the Sitnation wherein
Fortune has plac'd him. There are few People, who
are not {ufceptible of fome Confolation from this Re-
leétion ; the’, to a very good-natur'd Man, the View

of human Miferies fhou'd rather produce Sorrow than
Comfort, and add to his Lamentations for his own
Misfortunes a deep Compaflion for thofe of others,
Such is the Imperfeftion, even of the beft of thefe
philofophical ‘Topics of Confolation.

I suarr conclude this Subje& with th'erving-, gli:'!.»_
That 'tho’ Virtie be undoubtedly the beft Choice, il
when it is attainable ; vet {uch is the Diforder and
Confufion of human Affairs, that no perfect Oecong.
My or regular Diftribution of Happinefs and Mifery
i5 ever, in this Life, to be expetted.  Not only the _
Goods of Fortune, and the Endowments of the ;i_

Body, (both which are of great Importance) not only
thefe Advantages, Ifay, are unequally divided betwixt
the virtuous and vicious, but even the Mind itfelf
Partakes, in fome Degree, of this Diforder, and the

L2 moft e o o




244 ESSAY XXL
moft worthy Charafter, by the very Oeconomy of
the Paffions, does not always enjoy the higheft Fe-

IJ :if:\'.

T'1 s obfervable, that tho' every bodily Difeafe or
Pain proceeds from fome Diforder in the Parts, yet
the Pain is not always proportion'd to the Diforder;
but is greater or lefs, according to the greater or lefs
Senfibility of the Part, upon which the noxious Hu-
mours exert their Influence. A Tooth-ach produces
more violent Convulfions of Pain, than a Phthifs
or a Dropfp.  In like Manner, with regard to the
Conftitution of the Mind, we may obferve, that all
Vice is indeed pernicious; but yet the Difturbance
or Pain is not meafured out by Nature with exalt
Proportion to the Degrees of Vice, nor is the Man
of higheft Virtae, even abftrating from external Ac-
cidents, always the moft happy. A gloomy and me-
lancholy Difpofition s certainly, to our Scentiments; 2
Vice or Imperfeftion ; but as it may be accompany'd
with a great Senfe of Honour and great Integrity, it
may be found in very worthy Characters; tho' 'tis
fufficient alone to imbitter Life, and render the Perfon
2ffefted with it compleatly miferable. On the other
Hand, a {elfith Villain may poflefs a Spring and Ala-
crity of Temper, a certain Gaiely of Heart, which 1s
indeed a good Quality, but which is rewarded much
beyond its Merit, and when attended with good For-
tune, will compenfate the Uneafinefs and Remosfe an-
fing from all the other Vices.

I snaklk
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I s1a1wr add, asan Obfervation to the fime ur-
role, tiw if a Man be liable to a Vice or [;.1
.llll 1,]‘:""

often happen, thata good Quality, which

he poffefles along with it, will render him more mi-
{erable, than if he were umlph itly vicious. A Per-
fon of fuch a Weaknefs and Imbecillity of Temper,
as to be eafily broke by Affliction, is more unhappy
for being endow’d with a generous and friendly Dif-
pofition, which gives him a lively Concern for others,
and expofes him the more to Fortune and Accidente,
A Senfe of Shame, in an imperfect Charaéter, is cer-
tainly a Virtue, but produces great Uneafinefs and
Remorle, from which the abandon’d Villais

free. A very amorous (.c-mp{cwm., with a IL g
incapable of Friendfhip, is happier than the fame Ex-
cefs in Love, with a Generofity of Temper, which
tranfports a Man beyond himfelf, and renders him a
total Slave to the Obje& of his Paffien.

In 2 Word, Human Life is more govern'd by For-
tune than by Reafon; is to be regarded more as a
dull Paftime than as a ferious Occupation; and is
more influenc'd by particular Humour than by ge-
neral Principles.  Shall we engage ourfelves in it with
Paflion and Anxiety ? It is not worthy of fo much Con-
cern. Shall we be indifferent about what happens ?
Ve lofe all the Pleafure of the Game by our Phlegm
and Carelefnefs. While we are reafoning concerning
Life, Life is gone; and Death, tho’ perbaps they re-
ceive him differently, yet treats alike the Fool and

L3 the
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the Philofopher. To reduce Life to exact Rule and
Method, is commonly a painful, oft a fruitlefs Oc-
cupation: And is it not alfo a Proof, that we over-
value the Prize we contend for? Even to reafon fo
carefully concerning i1t, and to fix with Accuracy
its juft Idea, would be over-valuing it, were it not
that, to fome Tempers, this Occupation is one of
the moft amufing, in which Life cou’d poflibly be

employ’d.

ESSAY
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mutual Confent, and, having for its End the
Propagation of the Species, ’tis evident it muft be
fufceptible of all the Variety of Conditions, which
mutual Confent eftablithes, provided they be not con-
trary to this End,

Q S Marriage is an Engagement enter'd into by

A Mav, in conjoining himfelf to a Woman, is '.
bound to her according to the Terms of his Engage- '
ment : In begetting Children, he is bound, by all 4
the Laws of Nature and Humanity, to provide for i
their Subfiftence and Education. When he has per- .M'!
form’d thefe two Parts of his Duty, no Being can re- Bl g
proach him with Injuftice or Injury. And as the i
Terms of his Engagement, as well as the Methods of
{fubfifting his Offspring, may be very various, 'tis mere | 4
Superftition to imagine, that Marriage can be intirely -
uniform, and will admit only of one Mode or Form.
Did not human Laws reftrain the natural Liberty of

Men, every particular Marriage wou'd be as diffe- i

rent from one another, as Contraéts or Bargains of i

any other Kind or Species. |
L 4 As :

Wil
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A s Circumftances vary, and the Laws propofe dif-
ferent Advantages, we fmd, that, in different Times
and Places, they impofe different Conditions on this
important Contrat. In Tonguin "tis ufual for the Sai-
lors, when the Ships come iato the Harbour, to marry

for the Seafon; and, notwithftanding this precarious
Engagement, they arc affured of the ftricteft Fidelity
to. their Bed, as well as in the whole Management
of their Affairs, from thofe temporary Spoufes.

I cannoT, at prefent, recolle&t my Authorities;
but I have fomewhere read, That the Republic of
Athens, having loft many of its Citizens by War and
Peftilence, allow'd every Man to marry two Wives,
in order the{ooner to repair the Wafte which had been
made by thefe Calamities. The Poet Euripides hap-
pen’d to be coupled to two ugly Vixons, who fo
plagu’d bim with their Jealoufies and Quarrels, that
1e became ever after a profeft Woman-hater; and 1s
the only theatrical Writer, perhaps the only Poet, that
ever entertain’d an Averfion againft the whole Sex.

I~ that agreeable Romance, call'd the Hiflory of the
Sewarambians, where a great many Men and a tiew
Women are {uppos'd to be fhipwreck’d on ade.iert
Coaft; the Captain of the Troop, in order to obviate
thofe endlefs Quarrels that arofe, regulates their Mar-
riages after the following Manner : He takes a hand-
fome Female to himfelf alone; affigns one to €Very
couple of inferior Officers ; and to five of the lowett

Rank he gives one Wife in common. Cou'd the
grca:fzﬂ
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greateft Legiflator, in fuch Circumftances, have con-
triv'd M.mus with greater Wifdom ?

T ue ancient Britons had a very fingular Kind of
Marriage, which is to be met with among no other
People. Any Number of them, as ten or a dozen,
join’d in a Society together, which was perhaps rcqm-
fite for mutual Defence in thofe barbarous Times,
In order to link this Society the clofer, they took an
equal Number of Wives in common, and whatever
Children were born, were reputed to belong to all of
them, and were accordingly provided for by the whole
Community.

Asoxc the inferior Creatures, Nature herfelf, be-
ing the fupreme Legiflator, preferibes all the Taws
which regulate their Marriages, and varies thofe Laws
according to the different Circumflances of the Crea-
ture, Where fhe furnifhes, with Eafe, Food and
Defence to the new-born Animal, the prefent Embrace
ternmnates the Marri: age; and the Care of the OF.
fp
the Food is of more dificult Parchafe, the Marriage

ing is committed intirely to the Female. Where

continues for one Seafon, till tmm:.mmn Progeny

icfelf; and then the Link i

iediately
difolves, and leaves each of the Parties fice to entey
v Engagement at the enfus ng Seafon. Bug

re having endow’d Man with Rx.lfu,, has not {o

]‘_\' Iee 1‘.|.L'~"‘] €3 Y .'|l|..'\ .L O.['— }th P\-“l‘lﬂf‘(‘ kf“‘[-

, but has left him to ::'1j'.r]!: E‘\.["-.p |w }~||.- own

Prudence, s-'u;c-r‘!:'['--_f to his particular Circumfances

Gituation., Munici ipal Laws are a Supply to the
L g Wildon
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Wifdom of each Individual ; and, at the fame Time,
by reftraining the natural Liberty of Men, make the
private Intereft fubmit to the Intereft of the Public.
All Regulations, therefore, on this Head are equally
lawful, and equally conformable to the Principles of
Nature ; tho’ they are not all equally convenient, or
equally ufeful to Society. The Laws may allow of
Polygamy, as among the Eaflern Nations 3 or of vo-
luntary Divorces, as among the Grecks and Romans ;
or they may confine one Man to one Woman, during
the whole Courfe of their Lives, as among the mo-
dern Exropeans. It may not be difagreeable to con-
fider the Advantages and Difadvantages of each of

thefe Inftitutions.

T u & Advocates for Polygamy may recommend it
as the only effectual Remedy for the Furies and Dif-
orders of Love, and the only Expedient for freeing
Men from that Slavery to the Females, which the na-
tural Violence of our Paflions has impos’d on us. By
this Means alone can we regain our Right of Sove-
reignty ; and, by fating our Appetite, re-eftablifh the
Authority of Reafon in our Minds, and, of Confe-
quence, our own Authority in our Families. Man,
like a weak Sovereign, being unable to fupport him-
{elf againft the Wiles and Intrigues of his Subjeéts,
muft play one Faltion againft another, and become
abfolute by the mutual Jealoufies of the Females. 7o
diside and to govern is an univerfal Maxim ; and, by
neglecting it, the Euwropeans undergo a more grievous
and 2 more ignominious Slavery than the Turks oOF
Perfians, who are fubje@ed indeed to a Sovereign,

that
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that lies at a Diftance from them, but in their do-
meftic Affairs rule with an uncontroulable Sway. An
honeft Zurk, who fhould come from his Seraglio,
where every one trembles before him, wou'd be fur-
priz’d to fee Sy/via in her drawing Room, ador’d by
all the Beaus and pretty Fellows about Town, and he-
wou'd certainly take her for fome mighty and defpo-
tic Queen, furrounded by her Guard of obfequious.

Slaves and Eunuchs.

Onx the other Hand, it may be urg’d with better-
Reafon, That this Sovereignty of the Man is a real
Ufurpation, and deftroys that Nearnefs, not to fay
Equality of Rank, which Nature has eftablifh’d be-
twixt the Sexes. We are, by Nature, their Lovers,
their Friends, their Patrons: Wou'd we willingly
change fuch endearing Appellations for the barbarous
Titles of Mafter and T'yrant?

‘I~ what Capacity fhall we gain by this inhuman:
Proceeding? As Lovers, or as Hufbands ? The Lower
is totally annihilated ; and Courtfhip, the moft agree-
able Scene in human Life; can no longer have Place,
where Women have not the free Difpofal of them-
felves, but are bought and fold, like the meaneft
Animals. The Hufband 1s as little a Gainer, haying
found the admirable Secret of diftinguifhing every
Part of Love, except its Jealoufy. . 'Thereis no Rofe
without its Thorn ; but he muft be a foolith Wretch
indeed, who throws away the Rofe, and preferves
only the Thorn.

%6 I wou'p
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I wou'p not willingly infift upon it as an Advan-
tage in our Ewropean Cuftoms, what was obferv’d by
Mehemet Efend: the laft Turkifh Ambafiador in France.
We Turks, {ays he, are great Simpletons in Comparifon
of the Chriftians. We are at the Expence and Trouble
of kecping a Seraglio, eack in bis own Houfe : But. you
eafe yourfelves of this Burden, and have your Seraglia
in your Friends Houfes. The known Virtue of our
Britih Ladies frees them {ufficiently from this Impu-
tation : And the x4 himfelf, however greata Tur,
muft own, that our free Commerce with the Fair-
Sex,: more than any other Invention, embellifhes, en-

Yivens, and polifhes Society.

Bur the Afatic Manners are as deftructive to
Friendfhip as to Love. Jealoufy excludes Men from
all Intimacies and Familiarities. No Man dares bring
his Friend to his Houfe or Table, left he bring a
Tover to his numerous Wives. Hence all over the
Eaft, each Family is as feparate from another, as if
they were fo many diftin® Kingdoms. No Wonder
then, that Solomon, living like an Eaftern Prince,
with his feven hundred Wives, and three hundred
Concubines, without one Friend, cou’d write fo pa-
thetically concerning the Vanity of the World. Had
he try’d the Secret of one Wife or Miftrefs, a few
Friends, and a great many Companions, he might
have found Life fomewhat more agrecable. Deftroy
Tove and Friendfhip, what does there remain in the

World worth accepting ?

T o render Polygamy more odious, I need not re-
caunt the frightful Effects of Jealoufy, and the Con-
firaint

e T — D ISR R e
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ftraint in which it holds the Fair-Sex all over the Eaft;
In thofe Countries Men are not allow'd to have any
Commerce with the Females, not even Phyficians,
when Sicknefs may be fuppos’d to have extinguifvd
all wanton Paflions in the Bofoms of the Fair, and,
at the fame Time, has render’d them unfit Obje&s of
Defire. Tournefort tells us, That when he was brought
mto the Grand Signior’s Seraglio as a Phyfician, he
Wwas not a little furpriz’d, in looking along a Gallery,
to fee a great Number of naked Arms, ftanding out
from the Sides of the Room. He cou’d not imagine
what this cou’d mean ; ’till he was told, that thofe
Arms belong’d to Bodies, which he muft cure, with-
out knowing any more about them, than what he
cou’d learn from the Arms: He was not allow’d to
afk 2 Queftion of the Patient, or even of her Atten~
dants, left he might find i neceflary to enquire con-
cerning Circumftances, which the Delicacy of the Se-
raglio allows not to be reveal'd. Hence the Phyficians
in the Eaftern Countries pretend to know all Difeafes
from the Pulfe; as our Quacks in Europe undertake
to cure a Perfon merely from feeing his Water. I
fuppofe, had Menfieur Tourncfort been of this latter
Kind, he would not, in Conflantinople, have been al-
low'd by the jealous Turks to be furnifh'd with Ma-
terials requifite for exercifing his Art.

In another Country, where Polygamy is alfo al-
low’d, they render their Wives Cripples, and make.
their Fect of no ufe to them, in order to confine them
to their own Houfes. But it will, perhaps, farprize
the Reader to hear,that in an Exropean Country, where

" Polygamy
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Polygamy is not allow’d, Jealoufy can yet be carry'd
to fuch a Height, that ’tis indecent fo much as to
{fuppofe a Woman of Rank can have Feet or Legs.
A Spaniard is jealous of the very Thoughts of thofe
who approach his Wife ; and, if poffible, will pre-
vent his being difhonour'd, even by the Wantonnefs
of Imagination. Witnefls the following Story, which
we have from very good Authority *. When the
Mother of the late King of Spain was on her Road
towards Madvrid, fhe paft thro’ a little Town in Spain,
famous for its ManufaQtory of Gloves and Stockings.
The honeft Magiftrates of the Place thought they
could not better exprefs their Joy, for the Reception
of their new Queen, than by prefenting her with a
Sample of thofe Commodities, for which alone their
Town was remarkable. 'The Major-Doms who con-
duéted the Queen, receiv’d the Gloves very graci-
oufly: But when the Stockings were prefented, he
flung them away with great Indignation, and feverely
reprimanded the Magiftrates for this egregious Piece
of Indeceney. Know, fays he, That a Queen of Spain
bas no Legs. 'The poor young Queen, who, at that
Time, underftood the Language but very imperfectly,
and had been often frighten’d with Stories of Spanift
Jealoufy, imagin'd they were to cut off her Legs.
Upon which fhe fell a crying, and begg’d them to con-
dué her back to Germany; for that fhe never cou’d
endure that Operation: And it was with fome Difficulty
they could appeafe her. Philip IV. is {aid never In
his Life to have laugh’d heartily, but at the Recital
of this Story.

* Memoires dela conr d'E[pagne par Madame d° Anney
Ir

&
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Ir a Spanit Lady muft not be fuppos'd to have
Legs, what muft be fuppos'd of a Turki/h Lady ?
She muft not be fuppos'd to have a Being atall. Ac-
cordingly, ’tis efteem’d a Piece of Rudenefs and Iii.
decency at Cox lantinople, ever. to make mention of
a Man’s Wives before him *. In Eurcpe, 'tis true,
fine bred People make it alfo 2 Rule never to talk of
their Wives: But the Reafon is not founded on our
Jealoufy. I fuppofe it is becaufe we fhould be apt,
were it not for this Rule, to become troublefome to
Company, by talking too much of them.

T ne Prefident Montcfguion has given a different
Reafon for this polite Maxim, Mex, fays he, never
care to mention their Wisves in Company, left they fbowld
talk of them before People, that knoww them better than

they do themfelves.

Havrxe rejefted: Polygamy, and match'd: one
Man with one Woman, let us now confider what
Duration we fhall afign to their Union, and whether
we fhall admit of thofe voluntary Divorces, which
were in Ufe among the Greeks and Romans. 'They
who would defend this Pratice, may imploy the fol-
lowing Reafons.

H ow often does Difguft and Averfion arife after
M:irringc, from the moft trivial Accidents, or from
an Incompatibility of Humour ; where Time, inftead
of curing the Wounds proceeding from mutual Inju-
ries, does every Day fefter them the more, by new

* NMemoires de Marguis d' drgenm,

Quarrels




o e —

ey e (4 by

pm— . e
e ——— T T —

256 E'S'§ AY XXII

Quarrels and Reproaches? Let us feparate Hearts,
which are not made for each other. Each of them
may, perhaps, find another, for which it is better
fitted. At leaft, nothing can be more cruel, than to
preferve, by Violence, an Union, which, at firft,
was made by mutual Love, and is now, in Effect,
diffiolv’d by mutual Hatred.

B u 't the Liberty of Divorces is not only a Cure
to Hatred and domeftic Quarrels : It is alfo an admi-
rable Prefervative againft them, and the only Secrct
for keeping alive that Love, which firft united the
marry’'d Couple. The Heart of Man delights in Li-
berty : The very Image of Conftraint is gricvous to
it : When you wou’d confine it by Violence, to what
wou'd otherwife have been its Choice, its Inclination
immediately changes, and Defire is turn’d into Aver-
fion. If the public Intereft will not allow us to en-
joy in Polygamy that Variety, which is fo agreeable
in Love ; deprive us not at leatt of that Liberty,
which is fo effentially requifite. In vain you tell me,
that I had my Choice of the Perfon, with whom I
would conjoin myfelf. I had my Choice, "ts true, of
my Prifon; but this is but a fmall Comfort, fince it
muft fiill be a Prifon.

Svcn are the Arguments, which may be urged in
Favour of Divorces : But there feem to be thefe three
unanfwerable Obje@ions againft them ; Firfl, What
muft become of the Children, upon the Separation of
the Parents ? Muft they be committed to the Care of
a Stepmother; and, inflead of the fond Care and

onccria
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Concern of a Mother, feel all the Indifference or Ha.
tred of a Stranger or an Enemy? Thefe Inconveni-
ences are {ufficiently felt, where Nature has made the
Divorce by the Doom inevitable to all Mortals - And
fhall we feek to multiply thefe Inconveniencies, by
multiplying Divorces, and putting it in the Power
of Parents, upon every Caprice, to reader their Po-
fterity miferable ?

Secondly, Ir it be true, on the one Hand, that the
Heart of Man naturally delights in Liberty, and hates
every thing to which itis confin'd ; ’tis alfo true, on
the other Hand, that the Heart of Man naturally
fubmits to Neceflity, and foon lofes an Inclination
When there appears an abfolute Impoffibility of fatis-
fying it. Thefe Principles of human Nature, you'll
fay, are contradi€tory : But what is Man but a Heap
of Contradittions ? Tho’ ’tis remarkable, that where
“Principles are, after this Manner, contrary in their
Operation, they do not always deftroy each other ;
but the one or the other may predominate on any
particular Occafion, according as Circumftances are
more or lefs favourable to it.  For Inftance, Love
is a reftlefs and impatient Paffion, full of Caprice and
Variations ; arifing in a Moment from a Feature,
from an Air, from nothing, and fuddenly extinguifh-
ing after the fame Manner.  Such a Paffion requires
Liberty above all Things ; and therefore Elifa had
Reafon, when, in order to preferve this Paffion, fhe
refus’d to marry her belov’d Abelard.

Hoaw oft, awhen preft to Marriage, hawve I faid,
Corfe on all Lavs, but thofe which Love has made.
Love,
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Lowe, freeas Air, at Sight of buman Ties,

Spreads bis light Wing, and in a Moment Sies,

But Friendfiip is a calm and fedate Affe&tion, con-
duéted by Reafon, and cemented by Habit ; fpringing
from long Acquaintance and mutual Obligations ;
without Jealoufies or Fears, and without thofe feverith
Fits of Heat and Cold, which caufe fuch an agreeable
Torment in the amorous Paflion. So fober an Affec-
tion, therefore, as Friendfhip, rather thrives under
Conitraint, and never rifes to fuch a Height, as when
any ftrong Interelt or Neceflity binds two Perfons to-
gether, and gives them fome common Objeét of Pur-
fuit. Let us confider then, whether Love or Friend-
fhip fhould moft predominate in Marriage ; and we
fhall foon determine whether Liberty or Conitraint be
moft favourable to it. The happielt Marriages, to
be fure, are found where Love, by long Acquaint-
ance, is confolidated into Friendfhip.  Whoever
dreams of Raptures and Extafies beyond the Honey-
moon, is a Fool. Even Romances themfclves, with
all their Liberty of Filion, are oblig'd to drop their
Lovers the very Day of their Marriage, and find it ¢a-
fier to fupport the Paffion for a dozen of Years under
Coldnefs, Difdain and Difficulties, than a Week
under Pofleflion and Security. We need not, there-
fore, be afraid of drawing the Marriage-knot the
clofeft poffible. T'he Friendfhip betwixt the Perfogs,
where it is folid and fincere, will rather gain byit:
And where it is wavering and uncertain, this is the
beft Expedient for fixing it. How many frivolous
Quarrels and Difgufts are there, which People of

common Prudence endeavour to forget, when they
. Ive
4
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lye under the Neceflity of pafling their Lives toge-
ther ; but which would foon inflame into the moft
deadly Hatred, -ere they purfu’d-to the utmoft, un-
der the Profpe&t of an eafy Separation ?

In the third Place, we muft confider, that nothing
is more dangerous than to unite two Perfons {o clofe
in all their Interefts and Concerns, as Man and' Wife,
without rendering the Union intire and total. The
leaft Poflibility of a feparate Intereft muft be the
Source of endlefs Quarrels and Jealoufies. = What
Dr. Parnel calls,

The little pilfering Temper of a Wife,
will be doubly ruinous; and the Husband’s Selﬁfhf
nefs, being accompany’d with more Power, may be
ftill more dangerous.

StiouLp thefe Reafons againit voluntary Divorces
be efteem’d infufficient, I hope no Body will pretend
to refufe the Teflimony of Experience. At the Time
that Divorces were moft frequent among the Romans,
Marriages were moft rare ; and Auguftus was oblig’d,
by penal Laws, to force the Men of Fafhion of Rome
nto the married State : A Circumftance which is
fcarce to be found in any other Age or Nation.

The Exclufion of Polygamy and Divorces fuffici-

ently recommends our prefent Eropean Praitice, with
Regard to Marriage.

ESSAY




ESSAY XXII.

Of S1MPLICITY and REFINEMENT
in Writing.

INE Writing, according to Mr. Addifer, con-

fits of Sentiments, which are natural, without
being obvious. There cannot be a jufter, and more
concife Definition of fine Writing.

SENTIMENTS, which are merely natural, affect not
the Mind with any Pleafure, and feem not worthy to
engage our Attention. The Pleafantries of a Water-
man, the Obfervations of a Peafant, the Ribaldry of
a Porter or Hackney Coachman ; all thefe are na-
tural, and difagreeable. What an infipid Comedy
fhould we make of the Chit-chat of the Tea-table,
copy’d faithfully and at full Length ? Nothing can
pleafe Perfons of Tafte, but Nature drawn with all
her Graces and Ornaments, /a belle nature ; or if we
copy low Life, the Strokes muft be firong and remark-
able, and muft convey a lively Imageto the Mind.
The abfurd + Naivety of Sancks Pancko is reprefentcd

'1_‘ A Word which I have borrow’d from the French, and
which is much wanted in cur Langoage,

in
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tes, that it enter-
as the Piture of the moft magnanimous
Hero or fofteft Lover.

Tue Cafe is the fame with Orators, Philofophers,
Critics, or any Author, who fpeaks in his own Per-
{on, without introducing other Speakers or A&ors.
If his Language be not elegant, his Obfervations un-
common, his Senfe ftrong and mafculine, he will in
vain boaft his Nature and Simplicity. . He may be
correct ; but he never will be agreeable.  °Tis the
Unhappinefs of fuch Authors, that they are never
blam’d nor cenfur'd. The good Fortune of a Bool,
and that of a Man, are not the fame. 'The fecret de.
ceiving Path of Life, which Horace talks of, fallentis

Jemita wite, may be the happieft Lot of the one ; but

is. the greatet Misfortune that the other can pofiibly
fall into, 3
Ox the other Hand, Produtions, which are merely
furprifing, without being natural, can never give any
lafting Entertainment to the Mind. To draw Chime-
ras is not, properly fpeaking, to Copy or imitate,
The Juftnefs of the Reprefentation is loft, and the
Mind is difpleafed to find a PiGture, which bears no
Refemblance to any Original.  Nor are fuch excef-
five Refinements more agreeable in the epiftolary or
philofophic Stile than in the Epic or Tragic. Too
much Ornament is a Fault in every Kind of Produc-
tion. Uncommon Expreflions, ftrong Flafhes of Wi,
pointed Similies, and epigrammatic Turns, efpeci-
ally when laid too thick, are a Disfigurement rather
than any Embellithment of Difcourfe.  As the Eye,

Al
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in furveying a Gothic Building, is diftrated by the
Muldplicity of Ornaments, and lofes the whole by its
minute Attention to the Parts ; fo'the Mind, in per-
ufing a Work over-ftock’d with Wit, is fatiga'd and
difgufted with the conftant Endeavour to fhine and
furprize. This is the Cafe where a Writer over-
abounds in Wit, even tho’ that Wit, in itfelf, fhould
bejuftand agreeable. But it commonly happensto fuch
Writers, that they feek fortheir favourite Ornaments,
even where the Subject affords them not ; and by that
Means, have twenty infipid Conceits for one Thought
that is really beautiful.

THerE is no Subjeét in critical Learning more co-
pious than this of the juft Mixture of Simplicity and
Refinement in- Writing ; and therefore, not to wan-
der in too large a Field, I fhall confine myfelf to a
few general Obfervations on that Head.

Firft, 1 oblerve, That the Exceffes of both Kinds are
10 be awoided, and the' a proper Medium ought to be fiu-
dy'd in all Produdlions ; yet this: Medivm lies mot in @
Point, [but admits of a wery tﬁ?{;‘:"cﬂ-ﬁ?f‘k Latitude. Con-

fider the wide Diftance, in this Refpet, betwixt Mr.

Pape and Lucretins. . 'Thefe feem to ‘lye in ‘the two
greateft Extremesof Refinement and Simplicity, which
a Poet can indulge himfelf in, without being guilty
of any blameable Excefs. - All this Interval may be
fill'd with Poets, who may differ from each other,
but may be equally admirable; each in his peculiar
Stile and Manner.  Corneille and Cmrg?'arw, who carry

¢heir Wit and Refinement fomewhat farther than Mr.
Pope

|
,
\
|
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Pope (if Poets of fo diff;

erent.a Kind ¢
Par'd together) and Sophocles and. Terey

more fimple than Lucretius, feem to hay

herein the moft perfe
are to be found, and ar
oppofite Charadters.

and Racixe, in my Opinien, lye neareft
and

are the fartheft remov'd from bo
tigs.
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an be com-
¢&,. who are
€ gone out of
&t Produdtions
e guilty of fome Excefs in thefe,
Of all the great Poets,

that Mcdi-.un, w

;/:-i:;!;'z
the Center,
th-the Extremi.

My fecond Obfervation on this Head is, Thar 7z i

Very difficult, if not ipa/fible, to ex plain, by W, ords,
Wherein Mu‘_j.'v/f Medium betavixt the Exceffes of Simply -
ity and Refinement confifts, or. to give any Rule, by
Which ave can ko precifedy the Bounds betwint thy
Fault and the Beauty. A Critic may not only dif-
courfe very judicioufly on this Head, without
i:l[":nit'ting his Readers, but even without under-
flanding the Matter perfelly. himfelf.  There js
not in the World a finer Piece of Critcifm than Foz-
tenelle’s Differtation on Pafforals ; wherein, by a Num-
ber of Refleétions and philofophical Reafonings, he
endeavours to fix the jult Medium, which is {uitable to
taat Species of Writing.  But let any one rca_d the
Paftorals of that Author, and he will be convine'd,
that this judicious Critic, notwithflanding hifi ﬁnc.
Reafonings, had a falfe Tafte, and fix’d the Point of
Perfcﬁ;o: much nearer the Extreme of Refinement,
than pafioral Poetry will admit of, The b"c.riti:nents_
of his Shepherds are better fuited to tthml?m"s (ff
Patis, than to the Forefts of j}?'x'a:fﬂ'{.' But th:.:‘. it is
impoflible to difcover from his critical Rcaionlnfls(;
: I
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He blames all exceflive Painting and Ornament as
much as #irgil could have done, had /e wrote a Dif-
fertation on this Species of Poetry. However dif-
ferent the Taftes of Men may be, their general Dif-
courfes on thefe Subjeéts are commonly the fame. No
Criticifm can be very inftructive, which defcends not
to Particulars, and is not full of Examples and I1la-
ftrations. 'Tis allow'd on all Hands, that Beauty, as
well as Virtue, lies always ina Medium ; but where
this Medium is placd, is the great Queftion, and can
never be fufficiently explain'd by general Reafonings.

I suary deliver it as a #hird Obfervation on this
Subjet, that ave ought to be more on our Guard againf!
the Excefs of Refnement than that of Simplicity ; and
that becaufe the former Excefs is both lefs beautiful, erxd
more dangerous than the latter,

"T'1s acertain Rule, that Wit and Paflion are in-
tirely inconfiftent. ~ When the Affe&tions are mov'd,
there is no Place for the Imagination. The Mind of
Man being naturally limited, ’tis impoffible all its
Faculties can operate at once : And the moreany On¢
predominates, the lefs Room is there for the others to
exert their Vigour. For this Reafon, a greater De-
gree of Simplicity is requird in all Compofitions,
where Men, and Aétions, and Paflions are painted,
than in fuch as confift of RefleGtionsand Obfervations.
And as the former Species of Writing is the more €n-
gaging and beautiful, one may f{afely, upon this Ac-
count, give the Preference to the Extreme of Simpli-

city above that of Refinement.
2 We

—— .
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We may alfo obferve, that thofe Compofitions,
which we read the ofteneft, and which every Man of
Tafte has got by Heart,
Simplicity,
Thought,
fion

have the Recommendation of

and have nothing furprizing in the
when divefted of that Elegance of Expref-
, and Harmony of Numbers, with which it is
cloath’d.  If the Merit of the Compofition lyes in a
Point of Wit ; it may ftrike at firft; but the Mind
anticipates the Thought in the fecond Perufal, and is
10 longer affe@ted by it. When I read an Epigram
of Martial, the firft Line recalls the Whole ; and I
have no Pleafure in repeating to myfelf what I know

already.  But each Line, each Word in Catullus has
its Merit ; and T am never tir'd with the Perufal of
him.

"Tis fufficient to run over Cowley once : But
Parnel, after the fiftieth Reading, isas frefh as at the
firft. Befides, 'tis with Books, as with Women, where
2 certain Plainnefs of Manner and of Drefs is more
engaging than that Glare of Paint and Airs and Ap.
parel, which may dazzle the Eye, but reaches not the
Affeftions.  Terence is a modeft and bathful Beauty,
to whom we grant every thing, becaufe he aflumes
nothing, and whofe Purity and Nature make a dura-
ble, tho’ not a violent, Impreflion upon us.

But Refinement, as it is the lefs beautiful, fo it Is
the more dangerous Extreme, and what we are the
apteft to fall into. Simplicity pafles for Dulnefs,
when it is not accompany’d with great Elegance and
Propriety. On the contrary, thereis fomething fur-
prizing in a Blaze of Wit and Conceit, Ordinary

M Readers
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ilv ftruck with it, and falfly imagine
ificult, as well as moft excellent
le writ] Yrpp

Seneca abounds with agreeable

abindat dulcibus witiis ; and

for that Reafon is the more dangerous, and the more

to pervert the Tafte of the young and incon-

\pt t
“dl.'-nl C
I spart add, that the Ea els of Refinement is

than ever ; becaufe

\ Men are the moit "p to fall
r lt.{ f_‘

now more to be g warded againit

tis the Extreme, Wil

o has made areat Progi
e

into, after Lea

ter emin
l,,-i T 1,."(_!'. it

leads Men wide of Simplicity and MNature, and fills
their Writings with Affectation and Conceit.  "Twas
p r-.!’ ¢ landius and Nere became fo muchin-

ferior to that of Auguflis in Tafte and Genius : And

¥y wpec
e F.ndeavour to pleafe by Novelty,

perhaps there are, at Pr refent, {fome Symptoms of a
perhaps the

like Degeneracy of Talte, in France as well as in
Tngland,
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Of NaT1oNAL CHARACTERS,

' HE Vulgar are very apt to carry all mat/onal
Charaedters to Extremes ; and having once
eftablil’d it as a Principle, that any People are kna-

vith, or cowardly, or ignorant, they will admit of no

Exception, but comprehend every Individual under
the fame Charadter, Men of Senfe condemn thefe
undiftinguifh'd Judgments ; tho’ at the fame Time,
they allow, that each Nation has a peculiar Set of
Manners, and that fome particular Qualities are more
frequently to be met with among one People than
among their

L5

Neighbours. The common People in
LI

erland have furely more Probity than thofe of the

{ame Rank in freland 3 and every prudent Man will,

from thay Circumftance alone, make a Difference in

the Truft he repofes in them. We have Reafon to

expelt greater Wit and Gaiety in a Frenchman than in
]

a Spaniard ; tho® Cervantes was born m Spain.  An

Englilbman will naturally be fuppofed to have more
]{nu\»'h;<|5_"_;:: than a Dr.-'?.*e'; tho’ ‘f’_}c,éo Brabe was a

{ {

ative of Deamarh, Different Reafons are affie

* The three following Effaye are added to this Edition,
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for thele national Charaffers ; while fome account for
them from moral and others from phyfical Caufes. By
smoral Caufes, I mean all Circumitances, which are
fitted to work on the Mind as Motives or Reafons,
and which render a pecal'ar Set of Manners habitual
tous. Of this Kind are, the Nature of the Govein-
ment, the Revolutions of public Affairs, the Plenty
or Penury in which the People live, the Situation of
the Nation with Regard to its Neighbours, and fuch
like Circumftances. By phyfical Caufes, I here mean
thofe Qualities of the Air and Climate, which are
fuppofed to work infenfibly on the Temper, by alter-
ing the Tone and Habit of the Body, and giving a
particular Complexion, which, tho' Reflection and
Reafon may fometimes overcone, yet will it prcv:-‘;il
among the Generality of Mankind, and have an In-

fluence on their Manners.

TaaT the Charafter of a Nation will very much
depend on woral Caufes muft be evident to the moft
{uperficial Obferver ; fince a Nation is nothing but a
ColleQion of Individuals, and the Manners of Indi-
viduals are frequently determined by thefe Caufes. As
Poverty and hard Labour debafe the Minds of the
common People, and render them unfit for any Sci-
ence and ingenious Profeflion ; {o where any Goyern-
ment becomes very opprefiive to all its Subjeéts, 1t
muft have a proportional FEffeé on their Temper
and Genius, and muft banifh all the liberal Arts from
amongft them. Inftances of this Nature are Very fre-
guent in the World.

THE
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Tue fame Principle of moral Caufes fixes the
CharaQer of different Profeflions, and alters even that
VDZ{F’*"I““i(>EL which the particular Members receis e
from the Hand of Nature. A Soldier and a Prieft
are different Charaéters, in all Nations, and all Ages ;
and this Difference is founded on Circumftances,

whofe Operation is eternal and unaltera 1ble.

TrE L'nccrminty of their Life mzikc; Soldiers Ia-
vith and generous as well as brave : Their ldlenels
as well as the large Societies, which they form in
Camps or (_zullll')l'.S) incline them to Pleafure and
Gnl]amr}' : By their frequent Cliange of Compan ‘»',
they acquire good Breeding and an Openncfs of |
haviour : Being employ’d only againft a public :md
an open Enemy, they become candid, horeflt, and
undefigning : And as they ufe more the Labour of
the Body than that of the Mind, the ey are commonly
thoughtlefs and ignorant +.

"T1s a trite, but not altogether a falfe Maxim,
that Priefis of all Religions are the Jame ; and tho’ the

T "Tis a Saying of Minander, Koplis searidrne, 85
av el mAdrTes Seds O0leis yévors v,  Men, apud. Stobeeum,
"Tis nat in the Power even of God to make a polite Soldier, The con -
trary Obfervation with regard to the Manners ¢f Soldiers takes
Place in our Days, This fecms to me a Prefumption, thattle
Ancients ow’d all their Refinement and Civility te- Books and
Study ; for which, indced, a Soldier’s Life is not fo well qua-
lified, Company and the World is their Sphere, And if there
be any Politencfs to be learned from Company, they will cer~
tainly have the moft confiderable Share of it,

M 3 cha-
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Chara&er of the Profeffion wlll not, in every Inftance,
prevail over the perfonal Charatter, yet it is fure al-
ways to predominate with the greater Number., For
as Chymifts obferve, that Spirits, when rais’d to a
certain Height, are all the fume, from whatever Ma-
terials they be extradted; o thefc Men, being elevated
above Humanity, acquire a uniform Charaéter, which
is entirely their own, and which, in my Opinion, is,
generally fpeaking, not the moil amiable, that isto
be metwith in human Society. Itis, in moft Points,
oppofite to that of a Soldier ; as is the Way of Life,
from which it is deriv'd .

As

4+ Tho® all Mankind have a ftrong Propenfity to Religion
s and in certain Difpofitions ; yet ave there few
ve it to that Degree, and with that Cenftancy,
the Character of this Profeffion.

at certain Tin
or none, wi
which is r¢ e to fupport
{t muft, therefore, happen, that Clergymen, being drawn from

the commen Mals fankind, as People aretoother Empley~

ments, by the Views of Profit, the greateft Part, tho' no
Atheifts or Freethinkers, will find it neceffary, on particular
Qceafions, to feign more Devotion than they are, at that Time,
poffeft of, and to maintain the Appearance of Fervour and Se-
riouinefs, even when jaded with the Exercifes of their Religion,
or when they have their Minds engag’d in the common Occu-
patiops of Life. They muft not, like the reft of the World,
give Scope to their natural Movements and Sentiments They
mult fer a2 Guard over their Looks and Words and Aétions :
And in crder to fupport the Veneration paid them by the ig-
norant Vilgar, they muft not only keep a vemarleable Referves
but muft promote the Spirit of Superftition, by a continu’d
Crimace and Hypocrify.  This Difliaulation often deftroys the
Candour and Ingenuity of their Tempers, and makes an irre~

parable Breach in their Charadters,

1§

[
|
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S8 10 piyfical Caufes, I am inclin'd to doubt a
her of their Operation in this particular ; nordo

I' think,

inee any of them be paffuft of a Temper more fu.

{veptible of Devetion th
cafien for Hy pocri

n uwiual, fo that he

bt livtle Qe-

y to fupport t of his Profeflion ;

e Charaéter ¢ -

n toover-rate this Advantage, and tothink
it atones for every Violation of Morality, that frequently he s
ROt more virtuous than the Hy [‘]\.1" e And the' few dare

openly avow thofle L--‘-:-‘ 15, that ¢ very thi, .-'..'.{.‘I.(.-':f
£o 14 mis, and that they alone bawe a Property in they Goods
yet may we oblerve, that thefe Pranciples lurk in every I::.n1=.,m_,
and reprefent a 5 Obfervance o a Me-

rit, that it may

compen(a W0rmitie

s Qblervation is fo common, that all prudent Men are on

Guard, when they meet with any extraordinary Appear-
ance of Religion ; tho at the fame Time, they confefs, that
there are many Exceptions to this peneral Rule, and that Pro-

n are far from being incompatible.
tious 5 but the Ambition of other Men
’d, by excelling in their particular Pro-
L!lun, anJ thexeby promoting the Interefts of Societys The
Ambition of the Clergy can (.ftcn be fatisfy’d only by pro-
moting Ignorance and Superflition and implicite Faith and pi-
ous Frauds. And having got what Arebimedes only wanted, (ziz,
another World, onwhich he conld fix his Engines) no Wender
they move this World at their Pleafure,

!

thefe have a peculiar Temptation to that Vice, who are re-

—

oft Men have an ever-weaning Conceit of themfelves 5 but
garded with fuch Veneration, and -are even desm’d fucred, by
the ignorant Multitudes

Moft Men are apt to bear a particular Regard for the Ment.

bers of their own Prcfeffion 3 but as a Lawyer, or Phyfician; cr

Merchant does, each of them, follow out his Bufinafs

the Tnterefts of thefe Profeffions are not fo clofely united as the
Intercfis of Clergymen of the fame Religion ; where the whole
M 4 I}u\ly
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I think, that Men owe any thing of their Temper or
Genius to the Air, Food, or Climate. 1 confefss

¢y gains by the Veneration, paid to their common Tenets,

ad by the Suppreflion of Antagoniils.

Few Men can bear Contradiction with Patience 3 but the
Clerey too often proczed even to a Degree of Fury on this Ar-
ticle' s Becauli 11 »

B-licf, which their Opinions meet with § and they alone pre-

Credit and Livelihood depend upon the

tend to a divine znd fupernatural Authurity, or have any Co-
lour for reprefenting their Antagonifts as impious and prophanes
logical Hatred, is noted evea

t & Proverh, and means that Degree of Rancour, which is the

I'he Odium Theologicum, or Thed

me ft furions and i

Tlius many of the Vices of human Narure are, by fixt moral
fue, inflam’d in that Profeffion ; and tho’ feveral Individu=

able.

als efcape the Contagion, yet all wife Governments will be on
their Guard againft the Artempts of a Society, who will for ever
i as a Society, will

corabine in‘o one Faflion, and while it afts
fur ever be aftuated by Ambition, Pride, and a perfecuting
Szirit,

The Temper of Religion is grave and ferious ; and this is
the Chzradter roquir’d of Priefts, which confines them to firiék
Rules of Decency, and commonly prevents Irx gularity and In-
temperance amongft them, The Gaiety, much les the Excel-
{es of Pleafure, is not permitted in that Body ; and this Vir-
tue is, perhaps, the only one they owe to their Profeflion.
In Religicns, indeed, founded on fpeculative P:incip]es., au‘d
where public Difcoutfes make a Part of religious Scrlv:cr, it
raay alfo be fuppofed that the Clergy will have a confiderable
Share in the Learning of the Times j tho’ *tis certain that
their Tafte in Eloquence will always be better than their Skill
in Reafoning and Philofophy. Butw hoever poffefles th:': ather
noble Virtues of Humanity, Meeknelr, and Moderation, as
very many of them, no Doubt, de, is beholden for them to

Natuce or Refle@tion, not to the Genius of his Calling.
that
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that the contrary Opinion may juftly, at firlt Sight,
{feem very probable ; fince we find, that thefe Circum-
flances have an Influence over every other Animal,
and that even thofe Creatures, which are fitted to
live in al] Climates, fuch as Dogs, Horfes, &c. da
NOt yet attain the fame Perfe&ion in all. The Cou-
rage of Bull-Dogs and Game-Cocks feems peculiar
0 England. Flanders is remarkable for large and
heavy Horfes : Spain for Horfes light, and of good
Mettle. And any Breed of thefe Creatures, tran{-
ported from one Country into another, will {oon lofe
the Qualities, which they deriv’d from their native
Climate. It may be afk’d, Why not the fame with
Men ?

THERE are few Queftions more carious than this,
nor which will occur oftener in our Enquiries con-
cerning human Affairs ; and therefore it may be pro-
per to give it a ferious Examination.

Tre human Mind is of a very imitative Nature ;
nor is it pofiible, for any Set of Men, to converfz
often together, without acquiring a Similitude of
Manners, and communicating to each other their
Vices as well as Virtues. 'The Propenfity to Com-
pany and Society is firong in all rational Creatures ;
and the fame Difpofition, which gives us this Pro-
penfity, makes us enter deeply into each other’s Senti-
ments, and caufes like Paflions and Inclinations to
Tun, as it were by Contagion, thro’ the whole Club
or Koot of Companions. Where a Number of Peo-
pie arc united into one political Body, the Occafions

M s of
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of their Intercourfe muit be {o frequent, for Defence,
Commerce, and Government, that, along with the
fame Speech or Language, they muft contrat a Re-
{femblance in their Manners, and have a common or
national Charaéter, aswell as a perfonal one, peculiar
to cach Individual. Now tho’ Nature produces all
Kinds of Temper and Underftanding in great Abun-
dance, it follows not that fhe always produces them
in like Proportions, and that in every Society the In-
gredients of Induftry and Indolence, Valour and
Cowardice, Humanity and Brutality, Wifdom and
Folly will be mixt after the fame Manner. In the
Infancy of Society, if any of thefe Difpofitions be
found in greater Abundance than the reft, it will na-
turally prevail in the Compofition, and give a Tinc-
ture to the national Chara&ter. Or fhould it be af-
ferted, that no Species of Temper can reafonably be
prefum’d to predominate, even in thofe contratted
Societies, and that the fame Proportions will always
be preferv’d in the Mixture ; yet furely the Perfons in
Credit and Authority, being a more contraéted Bedy,
cannot always be prefum’d to be of the fame Charac-

and their Influence on the Manners of the Peo-

2 /5
ple, muft, at all Times, be very confiderable. If on
1d

the firlt Eftablifbmeut of a Republic, a Brutus fhou
be plac’d in Authority, and be tranfported with fuch
an Enthufiafm for Liberty and public Good, as to
overlook all the Ties of Nature, as well as private
Intereft ; fuch an illuftrious Example will naturally
have an Effeé on the whole Society, and kindle the
fame Paflion in every Bofom. Whatever it be that

forms the Manners of onc Generation, the next muft
im-
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imbibe 2 deeper Tinéture of the fame Dye; Men
being more {ufceptible of all Impreflions during In-
fancy, and retaining thefe Impreffions as long as they
remain in the World. T affert, then, that '111 nati-

onal Charatters, where they depend not on fixt zoral
Caufes, proceed from fuch Accidents as thefe, -md that
phyfical Caufes have no difcernible Operation on the
human Mind.

Ir we run over the whole Globe, or revolve all the
Annals of Hiftory, we fhall difcover every-where
Signs of this Sympathy or Contagion of Manners,
and none of the Influence of Air or Climate.

Firff. We may obferve, that where a very exten-
five Government has been eftablifh'd for many Centu-
ries, it 1131'{;.".(% a national Charatter over the whole
Empire, and communicates to every Part a Similitude
of Manners. Thus the Chinefé have the greatelt Uni-
formity of Charafter imaginable ; tho’ the Air and
Climate, in different Parts of that vaft Empire, ad-
mit of very confiderable Variations.

Secondly. In {mall Governments, which are very
contiguous, the People have 1:rJL".'\ii‘i‘.llz:r—t}ing a dif-
ferent Chara&er, and are often as (',ii'ail..:—_'uili';::‘:_\le in
their Manners as the moft diftant Nat

and Thebes were but a fhe

t Ds } J ourney {rom f_'_'-_-CIl
other ; tho' the Athenians were as remar
genuity, Politene f'J, and Ga 1§
Dulnefs, Rufticity, and a phlegmatic Ter mper, P/

kable for In-

."lr (4 J‘.'.'.’. J\JL

-
tarch, difcourfin g of the Effeéts of Air on the Minds

o o]
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of Men, obferves that the Inhabitants of the Pirecum,
pofleft very different Tempers from thofe of the
higher Town of ##hens, which was diftant about four
Miles from it. But I believe no one attributes the
Difference of Manners, in #apping and St. Fames'ss
te a Difference of Air or Climate.

Thirdly. Tue fame national Charadter commonly
follows the Authority of the Government to a precife
Limit or Boundary; and upon croffing a River, or
pafing a Mountain, one finds a new Set of Manners
along with a new Government.  The Languedocians
and Gafeons are the gayeft People of all France ; but
whenever you go over the Pyrenees, you are among
Spaniards. Isit conceivable, that the Qualities of the
Air fhould change fo exatly with the Limits of an
Empire, which depend fo much on the Accidents of
Battles, Negotiations, and Marriages ?

Fourthly. 'Wuere any Set of Men, fcatter'd over
diftant Nations, have a clofe Society or Communication
together, they acquire a Similitude of Manners, and
" have but little in common with the Nations amongft
whom they live. 'Thus the Feavs in Eurcpe, and tht?
Armenians in the Eaft, have a peculiar Character ; and
the former are as much noted for Fraud, as the
latter for Probity. 'The Jefuites, in all Roman-Ca-
tholic Countries, are al{fo obferv’d to have a Charatter
peculiar to themfelves.

Fifthly. Wuere any Accident, as a Difference of
Language or Religion, keeps two Nations, inhabiting

the
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the fame Country, from mixing with each other,
they will preferve a diftin& and even oppofite Set of
Manners for feveral Centuries. The Integrity, Gra-
vity, and Bravery of the Turks form an exaét Con-

traft to the Levity, Deceit, and Cowardice of the
modern Greeks.

Sixthly. 'Tur fame Set of Manners will follow a
Nation, and adhere to them over the whole Globe,
as well as the fame Laws and Language. The Sparp,
Englifh, French, and Dutch Colonies are all diftinguith-
able, even betwixt the Tropics.,

Sewenthly. 'Tue Manners of a People change very
confiderably from one Age to another ; either by great
Alterations in their Government, by the Mixtures of
new People, or by that Inconftancy, to which all hy-
man Affairs are fubjet. The Ingenuity and Induftry
of the ancient Grecks have nothing in common with
the Stupidity and Indolence of the prefent Inhabitants
of thofe Regions.  Candour, Bravery, and Love
of Liberty, form'd the Charatter of the ancient Ro-
mans 5 as Subtilty, Cowardice, and 2’Slavifh Difpofi-
tion dothat of the modern. The old Spaniards were
reftlefs, turbulent, and fo addicted to War, that many
of them killed themfelves, when they were depriv’d
of their Arms by the Romans.  One would find an
equal Difficulty, at prefent, (at leaft fifty Years ago)
to rouze up the modern Spaniardsto Arms. The Ba.
tavians were all Soldiers of Fortune, and hird them-
felves into the Roman Armies. Their Pofterity make
ufe of Foreigners for the fame Purpofe that the Romans

did
N
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did their Anceftors. Tho’ fome Strokes Of the French
Charalter be the fame, which Ca/ar has aferib'd to
the Gazls 5 yet what Comparifon betwixt the Civili=
ty, Humanity and Knowledge of the modern Inhas
bitants of that Country, and the Ignorance; Barba~
rity and Grofinefs of theancient ?

Eighthly. WHERE feveral ncighbouring Nations
have a very cofe Communication together, either by
Policy, Commerce, or Travelling, they acquire a Si-
militude of Manners, proportion'd to the Communi-
cation. Thus all the Franks feem to have a uniform
CharaCter to the Eaftern Nations. The Differences
among them are like the particular Accents of dif-
ferent Provinces, which are not diftinguifhable, ex-
cept by an Ear accuftom’d to them, and which com-
monly efcape a Foreigner.

Ninthly. "W e may often remark a wonderful Mix-
ture of Manners and Chara&ter in the fame Nation,
fpeaking the fame Language, and {ubject to the fame
Government: Andin this Particular, the Englifbarethe
moft remarkable of any People, that ever were in
the World. Nor is this to be aferib’d to the Mutabi-
lity and Uncertainty of their Climate, or to any other
phyfical Caufes ; fince all thefe Caufes take Place in
their neighbouring K ingdom of Scotland without having
the fame Effeét. Where the Government of a Nation
is altogether republican, it is apt to beget 2 particular
Set of Manners. Where it is altogether monarchicals
it is more apt tc have the fame Effedt ; the Imitation
of Superiors fpreading the national Manners after

among
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among the People. If a State confifts altogether of
Merchants, fuch as Holland, their uniform Way of
Life will form their Chara@ter. If it confifts chiefly
of Nobles and landed Gentry, like Germany, France,
and Spain, the fame Effet follows. The Genius of
2 particular Se&t or Religion is alfo apt to mould
the Manners of a People. But the Engli/b Govern-
ment is a Mixture of Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and
Democracy. The People are compos’d of Gentry
and Merchants, ~ All Se&s of Religion are to be
found amongft them. And the great Liberty and In-
dependency, which they enjoy, allows every one to
difplay the Manners, which are peculiar to him.
Hence the Englih, of any People in the Univerfe,
have the leaft of a national Charater ; unlefs this
very Singularity be made their national Characer.

Ir the Charatters of Men depended on the Air and
Climate, the Degrees of Heat and Cold fhould natu-
rally be expected to have a mighty Influence ; fince "
nothing has a greater Effet on all Plants and irra-
tional Animals. And indeed, there is fome Reafon
to think, that all the Nations, which live beyond the
polar Circles or betwixt the Tropics, are inferior to
the reft of the Species, and are utterly incapable of
all the higher Attainments of the human Mind. The
Poverty and Mifery of the northern Inhabitants of the
Globe, and the Indolence of the fouthern, may, per-
haps, account for this remarkable Difference, with-
out having Recourfe to phyfical Caufes.  This how-
ever Is certain, that the Characters of Nations arevery
promifcuous in the temperate Climates, and that al-

moft
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moft all the general Obfervations, which have been
form’d of the more fouthern or more northern Na-
tions in thefe Climates, are found to be uncertain and
fallacious.

SuaLL we fay, that the Neighbourhood of the Sun
inflames the Imagination of Men, and gives them a
peculiar Spirit and Vivacity 2 The French, Greeks,
Egyptians and Perfians are remarkable for Gaiety *
The Spaniards, Turks and Chinefe are noted for Gra-
vity and a ferious Behaviour ; without any fuch Dif-
ference of Climate, as toO produce this Difference of
Temper.

Tue Grecks and Romans, who call’d all other Na-
tions Barbarians, confin'd Genius and a fine Under-
ftanding to the more {outhern Climates, and pro-
nounc’d the northern Nations incapable of all Know-
ledge and Civility- But Britain has produc’d as great
Men, either for A&tion or Learning, as Greeceox Italy
have to boaft of.

"T'1s pretended, that the Sentiments of Men be-
come more delicate as they approach nearer the Sun ;
and that their Tafte of Beauty and Elegance of every
Kind recetves proportionable Improvements 11 every
Latitude, as we may particularly obferve of the Lan-
guages, of which the more fouthern are fmooth and
melodious, the northern harfh and untuneable. But
this Obfervation holds not univerfally. The Aratic
is uncouth and difagreeable : The Mu/covite {oft and
mufical.  Energy, Strength, and fometimes Harfh-

2 nefs
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nels form the Charaéter of the Latin Tongue : The
fralian is the moft liquid, fmooth, and effeminate
La nguage, that can poflibly be imagin'd.  Every
Language will de pend fomewhat on the Manners of
the People ; but much more on that original Stock of
Words and Sounds, which they receiv'd from their
Anceftors, and which remain unchangeable, even
while their Manners admit of the greateft Alterations,
Who candoubt, that the Engli/b are at prefent 2 much
more polite and knowing People than the Grecks were
for feveral Ages after the Siege of Troy 2 Yet there is
no Comparifon between the Language of Milter and
that of Homer. Nay, the greater are the Alterations
and Improvements, which happen in the Manners of
a People, the lefs can be expected in their Language,
A few great and refin'd Geniufes will communicate
their Tafte and Knowledge to a whole People, and
produce the greateft Improvements : But they fix the
‘Tongue by their Writings, and prevent, in fome De-
gree, its farther Changes.

M Lord Bacen has obferv'd, that the Inhabitants of
the South are, in general, more ingenious than thofe
of the North ; but that, where the Native of a cold
Climate has Geniuas, he rifes to a higher Pitch than
can be reached by the fouthern Wits, This Obferva-
tion a late Writer + confirms, by comparing the
fouthern Wits to Cucumbers, which are commonly
all good of their Kind ; but at the beft are an infi-
pid Fruit : While the northern Geniufes are like Me-

T Dr. Berkeley : Minute Philofopher,
lons,
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lons, of which not one in fifty is good ; but when it
is good, it has an exquifite Relifh. I believe this
Remark may be allow’d juft, when confin'd to the
Eurcpean Nations, and to the prefent Age, or rather
to the precedingone: But then I think it may be ac-
counted for by moral Caufes. All the Sciences and
liberal Arts have been imported to us from the South;
and ’tis eafy to imagine, that, in the firt Ardour of
Application, when excited by Emulation and by Glo-
ry, the few, that were addited to them, would carry
them to the greateft Height, and firetch every Nerve,
and every Faculty, to reach the Pinnacle of Perfection,
Such illuftrious Examples fpred Knowledge every
where, and begot an univerfal Efteem for the Sciences :
After which, ’tis no Wonder, that Induftry relaxes;
while Men meet not with fuitable Encouragements,
nor arrive at fuch Diftin&ion by their Attainments,
The univerfal Diffufion of Learning among a Peoples
and the entire Banifhment of grofs Ignorance and Ru-
fticity is, therefore, feldom attended with any remark-
able Perfetion in particular Perfons. ¢ Formerly,
s¢ {ays Fuwenal, Learning was confin'd to Greece and
s Italy. Now the whole World emulate Athens and
¢ Rome. Eloquent Gaul has taught Britain, know-
« inginthe Laws. Even Thu/é entertains Thoughts
% of hiring Rhetoricians for its Inftru&tion.” * This

% Sed Cantaber ynde
Stoicus 2 antiqui prefertim wtate Metelli.
Nunc totus Graias, noftrafgue habet orbis Athenas,
Gallia caufidicos docuit facunda Britannos &
De conducendo loguitur jam rhetore Thulé,
Satyre 15

State
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State of Learning is remarkable ; becaufe Fuvenal is
bim(ulf the laft of the Roman Writers, who pofleit any
Degree of Genius : Thofe, who fucceeded, are va-
lued for nothing but the Matters of Fa&, of which
they give us Information. I'wifh the late Converfion
of Mufeouy to the Study of the Sciences may not prove
a like Prognoftic to the prefent Period of Learning.

Cardinal Bentivoglio gives the Preference to the
northern Nations above the {fouthern with regard to
Candour and Sincerity ; and mentions, on the one
Hand, the Spaniards and Italians, and on the others
the Flemi/h and Germans. But Iam apt to think, that
this has happened by Accident. 'The ancient Romans
feem to have been a candid fincere People ; as are the
modern Turfs. But if we will needs {uppofe, that
this Event has arifen from fixt Caufes, we may only
conclude from it, that all Extremes are apt to coneur,
and are commonly attended with the fame Confe-
quences.  Treachery is the moft ufual Concomitant
of Ignorance and Barbarity ; and if civiliz’d Nations
ever embrace fubtle and crooked Politics, ’tis from an
Excefs of Refinement, which makes them difdain the
plain direct Road to Power and Glory.

MosT Conquefts have gone from North to South 3
and thence it has been infer'd, that the northern
Nations pofefs a fuperior Degree of Courage and Fe-
rocity.  But it would have been jufter to have faids
that moft Conquefts are made by Poverty and Want
upon Plenty and Riches. The Saracens, leaving the
Deferts of 4rabia, carried their Conquefts northwards

upon
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upon all the fertile Provinces of the Roman Empire ;
and met the Turks half Way, who were coming {outh-
wards from the Deferts of Tartary.

Ax eminent Writer ® has remark’d, that all cou-
ragious Animals are al{o carnivorous, and that greater
Courage is to be expefled in a People, fuch as the
Englifb, whofe Food is ftrong and hearty, than in the
half-ftarv’d Commonalty of other Countries. But the
Sawedes, notwithflanding their Difadvantages in this
Particular, are not inferior, in martial Courage, to
any Nation that ever was in the World.

Is general, we may obferve, that Courage, of all
national Qualities, is the moft precarious ; becaufe
it is exerted only at Intervals, and by a few in every
Nation ; whereas Induftry, Knowledge, Civility, may
be of conftant and univerfal Ufe, and may become ha-
bitual to the whole People. If Courage be prefervid,
it muft be by Difcipline, Example, and Opinion +s
The tenth Legion of Ce#/ar, and the Regiment of Pi-

* Sir William Temple's Account of the Netherlands,

+ As 2 Proof how much Courage depends on Opinion, we
may obferve, that of the two chief Tribes of the Greeks, the
Dorians and Imnians, the former were always efteem’d, and al-
ways appear’d more brave and manly than the latter ; tho the
Colonies of both the Tribes were interfpers’d and intermingled
thro' all the Extent of Greece, the leffer Afia, Sicily, Italy
and the Iflands of the Zgean Sea, The Arbenians were the
only Jonians that ever had any Reputation for Valour or mili-
tary Atchievements 3 tho' even thefe were efteem’d inferior to
the Lacedemsnians, the braveft of the Darians,

cardy
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cardy in France were form'd promifcuoufly from
amongft the Citizens ; but having once entertain’d a
Notion, that they were the beft Troops in the Service,
this very Opinion really made them fuch.

T 1 £ only Obfervation, with regard to the Diffe-
rences of Men in different Climates, on which we can
repofe any Weight, is the Vulgar one, that People
in the northern Regions have a greater Inclination
to ftrong Liquors, and thofe in the fouthern to Love
and Women. One can affign a very probable phyfical
Caufe for this Difference. Wine and diftill’'d Spirits
warm the frozen Blood in the colder Climates, and
fortify Men againft the Injurics of the Weather: As
the genial Heat of the Sun, in the Countries, cx-
pos'd to his Beams, inflames the Blood, and exalts
the Paflion betwixt the Sexes.

Pernars too, the Matter may be accounted for
by moral Caufes, All ftrong Liquors are rarer in the
North, and confequently are more coveted. Diodo-
rus Siculus * tells us, that the Gauls, in his Time,
were great Drunkards, and much addicted to Wine,
chiefly from its Rarity and Novelty. On the other
Hand, the Heat in the fouthern Climates, obliging
Men and Women to go half naked, thereby renders
their frequent Commerce more dangerous, and in-

% Lib, 5. The fame Author afcribes Taciturnity to that

People ; a new Proof that national Charafers may alter very
muchi

flames
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flames their mutual Paffion. This makes Parents and
Hufbands more jealous and referv'd; which ftill far-
ther inflames the Pafion. Not to mention, that as
Women ripen fooner in the fouthern Regions, ’tis
neceflary to obferve greater Jealoufy and Care in theiy
Education; it being evident that a Girl of twelve
cannot pofiefs equal Diferetion to govern the Furies
of this Paffion, as one, who feels not its Violence
till fhe be feventeen or eighteen,

Peruars too, the Fadt is falfe, that Nature has,
either from moral or phyfical Caufes, diftributed thefe
different Inclinations to the different Climates. The
ancient Greeks, tho’ born in 2 warm Climate, feem
9 have been much addiéted to the Bottle ; nor were
‘eir Parties of Pleafure any thing but Matches of
Jrinking amongit the Men, who paft their Time al-
together apart from the Fair-Sex. Yet when Zlex-
nder led the Greeks into Peifia, 2 fifl more {outhern
“limate, they multiplied their Debauches of this Kind,
in Imitation of the Perfiar Manners. 50 honoura-
le was the Charafter of a Drankard amongft the
Perfians, that Cyrus the younger, foliciting the fober

ceedomonians for. Succour againft his Brother, Ar-
rxerxes, chaims it chiefly on Account of his {upericr
ndowments, as more valorous, more bountiful, and
. better Drinker. Darius Hyftafpes made it be inferib-
1 on his Tombftone, among his other Virtues and
rincely Qualiti¢s, that no one could bear a greater
wantity of Liquor. You may obtain any Thing of
e Negroes by offering them ftrong Liquors; and

may
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may eafily prevail with them to fell, not only their
Parents, but their Wives and Miftrefles, for a Cafk

of Brandy. In Frauceand Italy no Body ever drinks °

pure Wine, except in the greateft Heats of Summer;
and indeed, it is then almoft as neceflary, in order
to recruit the Spirits, evaporated by Heat, as it is
n Saveden, during the Winter, in order to warm the
Bodies congeal'd by the Rigour of the Seafon.

Ir Jealoufy be regarded as a Proof of an amorous
Difpofition, no People were more jealous than the
Miufcowites, before their Communication with Lurope

ad fomewhat alter’d their Manners in this Particular.

Bu r fuppofing the Fact true, that Nature, by phy-
wcal Principles, has regularly diftributed thefe two
aflions, the one to the northren, the other to the
wuthern Regions; we can only infer, that the Cli-
1ate may affet the groffer and more bodily Organs
f our Frame; not that it can work upon thofe finer
drgans, on which the Operations of the Mind and
Underftanding depend. And this is agreeable to the
Analogy of Nature. The Races of Animals never
degenerates when carefully tended ; and Horfes, in
particular, always fhow their Blood in their Shape,
Spirit, and Swiftnefs : But a Coxcomb may beget a
Philofopher, as a Man of Virtue may leave a Scoun-
drel Progeny.

I suavwL conclude this Subje® with obferving, that
tho’ the Paffion for Liquor be much more brutal and
de-

i




288 ESSAY XXIV.

debafing than Love, which, when properly manag'd,
is the Source of all Politenefs and Refinement; yet
this gives not fo great an Advantage to the {fouthern
Climates, as we may be apt, atfirft Sight, to imagine.
When Love goes beyond a certain Pitch, it renders
Men jealous, and cuts off the free Intercourfe betwixt
the Sexes, on which the Politenefs of a Nation will
always much depend.  And if we would f{ubtilize and
refine upon this Point, we might obferve, that Nations,
in very temperate Climates, ftand the faireft Chance
for all Sorts of Improvement; their Blood not being
fo inflam’d as to render them jealous, and yet being
warm enough to make them fet a due Value on the
Charms and Endowments of the Fair Sex.

ESSAY
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ESSAY XXV.
Of the OrR1cINAL CoNTRACT,

S no Party, in the prefent Age, can prctend to
fupport itlelf, without a philofophical or fpe-
culative Syftem of Principles, annex'd to its political
or practical ones ; we accordingly find, that each of
the Parties, into which this Nation is divided, has
rear'd up a Fabric of this Kind, in order to protect
and cover that Scheme of Attions, which it profe-
cutes. ‘The People being commonly very rough
Builders, elpecially in this fpeculative way, and
more efpecia

II, when aQuated by Party Zeal;
‘tis natural to imag

e, that their Workmanfhip
muft be a little unfhapely, and difcover evident Marks
of that Viclence and Hurry, in which it was rais'd,
The one Party, by tracing up the Origin of Govern-
ment to the Derry, endeavour to render it fo facred
and inviolate, that it muft be little lefs than Sacrilege,
however diforderly it may become, to touch or invade
it, in the fmalleft Article. The other Party, by found-
ing Governmentaltogether on the Confent of the Pro-
PLE, {uppofe that there is a Kind of ariginal Contras,
by which the Subjeéts have referv'd the Poswer of re-
fifting their Sovereign, whenever they find themfelves

N aggrieved
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aggricved by that Authority, with which they have,
for certain Purpofes, voluntarily entrufted him.
Thefe are the fpeculative Principles of the two Par-
ties ; and thefe too are the practical Confequences, de-
duc'd from them.

I s 1A L1 venture toaffirm, That beth thefe Syftems
of Jpeculative Principles are jufl ; thd not in the Senfe,
intended by the Parties : And That both the Schemes sf
;‘r'm‘ﬁms’ Confequences are prudent ; thy' ot in the Ex-
tremes, to which each Party, i1 Oppofition to the others
bas commonly endeavoured to carry them.

Tnat the Derry is the ultimate Author of all
Government, will never be denied by any one who
admits a general Providence, and allows, that all
Events in the Univerfe are conduéted by a uniform
Plan and direfted to wife Purpofes. As "tis impofi-
ble for human Race to fubfift, at leaft in any com-
fortable or fecure State, without the Proteftion of
Government; it muft certainly have been intended
by that beneficent Being, who means the Good of
all his Creatures: And asit has univerfally, in Faét,
taken place, in all Countries and all Ages; we may
conclude, with ftill greater Certainty, that it was in-
tended by that omnifcient Being, who can never be
deceived by any Event or Operation. But fince he
gave rife to it, not by any particu]ar or miraculous
Interpofition, but by his concealed and univerfal Ef-
ficacy ; a Sovereign cannot, properly fpcaking, be
called his Vice-gerent, in any other Senfe than every
Power or Force, being deriv'd from him, may be faid
to a& by his Commifion. Whatever attually hap-

pens is comprebended in the general Pin ox Inten-
tion
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tion of Providence; nor has the greateft and moft
lawful Prince any more Reafon, upon that Account,
to plead a peculiar Sacrednefs or inviolable Autho-
rity, than an inferior Magiftrate, or even an Ufur-
per, or even a Robber and a Pyrate. 'The fame di-
vine Super-intendant, who, for wife Purpofes, in-
velted an Elizabeth or a Harry* with Authority, did
alfo, for Purpofes, no doubt, equally wife, tho” un-
known, beftow Power on a Borgia or an Angria. The
fame Caufes, which gave Rife to the Sovereign Pow-
er in every State, did alfo eftablifh every petty Ja-
rifdiétion in it, and every limited Authoricy. A
Conftable, therefore, no lefs than a ]{fng, atts by a
divine Commiffion, and poflefles an indefeafible
Right.

WiEen we confider how nearly equal all Men are
in their bodily Force, and even in their mental Pow-
ers and Faculties, ‘ére cultivated by Education ; we
muft neceflarily allow, that nothing but their own
Confent cou'd, at firft, aflociate them together, and
{ubje& them to any Authority. The Prorug, if we
trace up Government to its firft Origin, in the Woods
and Deferts, are the Source of all ‘Power and Jurif=
di&tion, and voluntarily, for the Sake of Peace and
Order, abandon'd their native Liberty, and receiv’d
Laws from their Equal and Companion. The Cons
ditions, upon which they were willing to fubsit,
were either expreft, or were fo clear and obvious,
that it might well be efteem’d fuperfluous to exprefs
them, If this, theny be meant by the original ‘Cons
frait, it cannot be denied, that all Government s,

* Hurry the gth of Framc,
N 2 at
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at firft, founded ona Contra&, and that the moft an-
cient rude Combinations of Mankind were form’d
entirely by that Principle. In vain, are we fent to
the Records to feek for this Charter of our Liberties.
It was not wrote on Parchment, nor yet on Leaves
or Barks of Trees. It preceded the Ufe of Writing,
and all the other civilizd Arts of Life. Butwe trace
it plainly in the Nature of Man, and in-the Equa-
1ity, which we find in all the Individuals of that
Species. The Force, which now prev ails, and which
;s founded on Fleets and Armies, is plainly political,
and deriv’d from Authority, the Effect of eftablifh’d
Government. A Man's natural Force confifts only
in the Vigour of his Limbs and Firmnefs of his Cou-
rage ; which ¢ould never fubject Multitudes to his
Command. Nothing but their own Confent, and
their Senfe of the Advantages of Peace and Order,
could have had that Influence.

BuT Philofophers, who have embrac’d a Party
(if that be not 2 Contradifiion in Terms) are not
contented with thefe Conceflions. They affert, not
only that Government nits earlieft Infancy arofe from
Confent, or the voluntary Combination of the Peo-
ple, but alf{o, that, even at prefent, when it has at-
tain’d its full Maturity, it refts on no other Foundation.
They affirm, that 21l Men are ftill born equal, and
owé Allegiance to no Prince or Government, unlefs
bound by the Obligation and Sanéion of a Promife.
And asno Man, without fome Equivalent,would forego
the Advantages of his native Liberty; and fubjet him-

_felf to the Will bf another ; this Promife is always
underftood to be conditional, and impofes on him no

Obli-
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Obligation, unlefs he meets with Juftice and Protection
from his Sovereign. Thefe Advantages the Sove-
reign promifes him in return ; and if he fails in the
Execution, he has broke his Articles of Engagement,
and thereby freed his Subjeéts from all Obligations
to Allegiance. Such, according to thefe Philofo-
phers, is the Foundation of Authority in every Go-
vernment ; and fuch the Right of Refiftance, poffeft
by every Subject.

} v T would thefe Reafoners look abroad into the
World, they would meet with nothing that, in the
leaft, correfponds to their Ideas, or can warrant fo re-
fin’d and philofophical a Syftem. On the contrary,
we find, every where, Princes, who claim their Sub-
je&s as their Property, and affert their independent
Right of Sovereignty, from Conqueft or Succeffion.
We find alfo, every where, Subjes, who acknow-
ledee this Right in their Princes, and fuppofe them-
felves born under Obligations of

tain Sovereign, as much as under

* 0 o Cer-

I =S
31 dteve-

rence and Duty to certain Parents. . Thefe Connexi-
ons are always conceived to be equally indept ndent
of our Confent, in Perfic and China; in Frence and
Spain ; and even in Hollond and E!:gfm_: {, wherever
the Doftrines abovemention'd have not been care-
fully inculcated. Obedience or Subjection becomes
fo familiar, that moft Men never make any Enquiry
about its Origin or Caufe, more than about the Prin-
ciple of Gravity, Refiftance, or the moft univerfal
Laws of Nature. Or if Curiofity ever move them ;
as foon as they learn, that they themfelves and their
Anceftors have, for feveral Ages, or from Timeim_

N 3 memo-
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memorial, been fubjeét to {uch a Government or fuch
a Family; they immediately acquiefce, and acknow-
ledge their Duty of Allegiance. Were you to preach,
inmoft Parts of the World, that political Connexions
are founded altogether on voluntary Confent or a mu-
tual Promife, the Magiftrate would foon imprifon yous
as feditious, for loofening the Tyes of Obedience ;
if your Friends did not before fhut you up, as deli-
rious, for advancing fuch Abfurdities. 'Tis ftrange,
that an A& of the Mind, which every Individual is
fuppos'd to have form'd, and after he cameto the
Ufe of Reafon too, otherwife it cou’d have no Au-
thority ; that this A&, I fay, fhould be fo unknown
to all of them, that, over the Face of the whole
Earth, there fcarce remain any Traces or Memory
of it.

Bu T the Contra&®, on which Government is found-
ed, is faid to be the original Contrali; and confe-
quently may be fappos'd too old to fall under the
Knowledge of the prefent Generation, If the Agree-
ment, by which favage Men firft affociated and con-
join'd their Force, be here meant, this 1s acknow-
ledged to be real ; but being fo ancient, and being
obliterated by a thoufand Changes of Government
and Princes, it cannot now be fuppos'd to retain any
Authority. 1f we would fay any Thing to the Pur-
pofe, we muft aflert, that every particular Govern-
ment, which is lawfal, and which impofes any Duty
of Allegiance on the Subje@, was, at firlt, founded
en Confent and a voluntary Compact. But befides
that this fuppofes the Confent of the Fathers to bind
the Children, even to the moft remote Generations

(which
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(which republican Writers will never allow) befides
this, I fay, it is not juftified by Hiftory or Experi-
ence, inany Age or Country of the World.

Avmost all the Governments, which exift at
prefent, or of which there remains any Record in Sto-
ry, have been founded originally, either on Ufurpa-
tion, or Conqueft, or both, without any Pretence of
a fair Confent, or voluntary Subje&tion of the Peo-
ple. When an artful and bold Man is plac’d at the
Head of an Army or Fadtion, ’tis often eafy for him,
by employing {fometimes Violence, fometimes falfe
Pretences, to eftablifh his Dominion over a People 2
hundred 'Times more numerous than his Partizans.
He allows no fuch open Communication, that his
Enemies can know, with Certainty, their Number
or Forces. He gives them no Leifure to aflemble
together in a Body to oppofe him. Even all thofe,
who are the Inftraments of his Ufurpation, may wifh
his Fall; but their Ignorance of each other’s Inten-
tions keeps them in Awe, and is the fole Caufe of his
Security. By fuch Arts as thefe many Governments
have been eftablifh’d ; and this is all the original Con-
tralt they have to boaft of.

Tue Face of the Earth is continually changing,
by the Encreafe of {fmall Kingdoms into mighty Em-
pires, by the Diffolution of great Empires into {fmal-
ler Kingdoms, by the planting of Colonies, by the
Migration of Tribes. Is there any Thing difcovera-
ble, in all thefe Events, but Force and Violence ?
Where is the mutual Agreement or voluntary Affoci-
ation fo much talkt of ?

Ev e the fmootheft Way, by which a Nation may
receive a foreign Mafter, by Marriage or a Will, is

N 4 ) not
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not extremely honourable for the People; but fuppe-
fes them to be difpos'd of, like a Dowry or a Le-
gacy, according to the Pleafure or Intereft of their
Rulers,

Bur where no Force interpofes, and Eleétion
takes place ; what is this Eleétion fo highly vaunted ?
"Tis either a few great Men, who decide for the
Whole, and will allow of no Contradiftion or Op-
pofition : Or ’tis the Rabble, that follow a feditious
Ring-leader, who is not known, perhaps, to a dozen
amongft them, and who owes his Advancement merely
to his Impudence, or the momentary Caprice of his
Fellows. Are thefe diforderly Elections, which are
rare too, of fuch mighty Authority, as to be the
only lawful Foundation of all Government and Al-
legiance ?

In reality, there is not a more terrible Event,
than a total Diflolution of Government, which gives
Liberty to the Multitude, and makes the Determina-
tion or Choice of the new Eftablifiment depend up-
on a Number, that nearly approaches the Body of the
People: For it never comes entirely to the whole Body
of them. Every wife Man, then, wifhes to fee, at the
Head of a powerful and obedient Army, a General,
who may fpeedily feize the Prize, and give to the Peo-
ple a Mafter, which they are fo unfit to choofe for
themfelves. So little correfpondent is Fact and Rea-
lity to thofe philofophical Notions.

LeT not the Eftablithment at the Rewolution
deceive us, or make us fo much in Love with a
philofophical Origin to Government, as to ima-

gine all others monftrous and irregular. Even that
Wad
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was far from correfponding to thefe refin’'d Ideas,
"T'was only the Succeflion, and that only in the regal
Part of the Government, which was then changed :
And ’twas only the Majority of feven hundred, who
determin’d that Change for near feven Millions. I
doubt not, indeed, but the Bulk of thefe feven Millions
acquiefc’d willingly in the Determination: But was
the Matter left, in the leaft, to their Choice ? Was
it not juftly fuppofed to be, from that Moment, de-
cided, and every Man punifh’d, who refus'd to fub-
mit to the new Sovereign? How otherways could
the Matter have ever been brought to any Iflue or
Conclufion ?

ThE Republic of Athens was, I believe, the moft
extenfive Democracy we read of in Hiftory : Yet if
we make the requifite Allowances for the Women,
the Slaves, and the Strangers, we fhall find, that that
Eltablithment was not, at firft, made, nor any Law
ever voted, by a tenth Part of thofe, who were bound
to pay Obedience to it. Not to mention the Iflands
and foreign Dominions, which the £thenians claim’d
as theirs by Right of Conqueft. And as ’tis well
known, that popular Aflemblies in that City were
always full of Licence and Diforder, notwithftanding
of the Forms and Laws, by which they were checkt :
How much more diforderly muft they be, where they
form not the eftablifi’d Conftitution, but afferable
tumultuoufly on the Diffolution of the ancient Go-
vernment, in order to give rife to a new one? How
chimerical muft it be to talk of a Choice in any fuch
Circumftances?

"T'1s in vain to fay, that all Governments are,”
or fhou’d be, at firft, founded on popular Confent,

N 5 as
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as much as the Neceflity of human Affairs will ad-
mit. This favours entirely my Preterfion. 1 main:
tain, that human Affairs never will admit of this
Confent; feldom of the Appearance of it: But that
Conqueft or Ufurpation, that is, in plain Terms,
Force, by diffolving the ancient Governments, 1s
the Origin of almoft all the new ones, that ever were
eftablifivd in the World. And that in the few Cafes,
wherein Confent may feem to have taken place, itwas
fo irregular, fo confin'd, or fo much intermix’d either
with Fraud or Violence, that it cannot have any great
Authority.

W uEN anew Government is eftablifh’d, by what-
ever Arts, the People are commonly diffatisfy’d with
it, and pay Obedience more from Fear and Neceffity,
than from any Idea of Allegiance or moral Obliga-
tion. ‘'The Prince is watchful and jealous, and muft
carefully guard againft every Beginning or Appear-
ance of Infurre@ion. Time, by Degrees, removes
4l thefe Difficulties, and accuftoms the Nation to
regard, as their lawful or native Princes, that Family,
whom, at firft, they confidered as Ufurpers or foreign
Conquerors. In order to found this Opinion, they
}ave no Recourfe to any Notion of voluntary Con-
fent or Promife, which, they know, never was, in this
Cafe, cither expefted or demanded. The original
Efablifhment was form'd by Violence, and fubmitted
to from Neceflity. 'The fubfequent Adminiftration is
alfo fupported by Power, and acquiefc’d in by the
People, not as a Matter of Choice, but of Obliga_
tion. They imagine not, that their Confent gives
their Prince a Title : But they willingly confent, be-

caufe
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caufe they think, that, from long Pofleflion, he has ac-
quir'd a Title, independent of their Choice or In-
clination,

Smovuwp it be faid, that by living under the Do-
minion of a Prince, which one might leave, every
Individual has given a tacir Confent to his Autho-
rity, and promis’d him Obedience; it may be an-
fwer'd, That fuch imply’d Confent can only take
place, where a Man imagines, that the Matter de-
pends on his Choice. But where he thinks (as all
Mankind do, who are born under eftablifh’d Govern-
ments) that by his Birth he owes Allegiance to a cer-
tain Prince or certain Government; it would be ab-.
furd to infer a Confent or Choice, which he exprelly,
in this Cafe, renounces and abjures.

Can we ferioufly fay, that a poor Peafant or Ar-
tizan has a free Choice to leave his own Country,
when he knows no foreign Language or Manners, and
lives from Day to Day, by the fmall Wages he ac-
quires ? We may as well affert, that a Man, by remain--
ing in a Veflel, freely confents to the Dominion of’
the Mafter; tho’ he was carry’d on board while afleep,
and muft leap into the Ocean, and perifh, the Mo--
ment he leaves her.

W arif the Prince forbid his Subje@s to leave:
his Dominions ; as Tiberius punifh’d a Roman Senator
for attempting to fly to the Parthians, in order to-
efcape his Tyranny ? Or as the ancient Mufcovites
prohibited all travelling under Pain of Death? And
did a Prince obferve, that many of his Subjets were
feiz’d with the Frenzy of tranfporting themfelves to
foreign Nations, he would doubtlefs, with great Rea-
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fon and Juftice, reftrain it, in order to prevent the
Depopulation of his own Country. Would he for-
feit the Allegiance of all his Subjeéts, by fo wife and
reafonable a Law ? Yet the Freedom of their Choice
is furely, in that Cafe, ravifh'd from them.

A Company of Men, who fhould leave their
native Country, in order to People fome uninhabited
Region, might dream of recovering their native Free-
dom ; but they would foon find, that their Prince
fill laid claim to them, and call’d them his Subjeéts,
even in their new Settlement. And in this he would
aét entirely conformable to the common Ideas of
Mankind.

Tue trueft zacit Confent of this Kind, which is
ever obferv’d, is when a Foreigner fettles in any
Country, and is beforehand acquainted with the
Prince, and Government, and Laws, to W hich he
muft fubmit: Yet is his Allegiance, tho’ more volun-
tary, much lefs expected or depended on, than that
of a natural born Subjet. On the contrary, his na-
tive Prince fill afferts a Right to him. And if he
punifthes not the Renegade, when he {feizes him in
War with his new Prince’s Commiffion; this Cle.
mency is not founded on the municipal Law, which
in all Countries condemns the Prifoner; but on the
Confent of Princes, who have agreed to this Indul-
gence, in order to prevent Reprifals.

Suproske an Ufurper, after having banifh'd his
lawful Prince and royal Family, fhould eftablifh his
Dominion for ten or a dozen Years in any Country,
and fhould preferve fuch an exaé& Difcipline in his

Troops, and fo regular a Difpofition in his Garifons,
i that
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#at no Infurre@ion had ever been rais’d, or even
Murmur heard, againft his Adminiftration: Can it
be afferted, that the People, who in their Hearts ab-
hor his Treafon, have tacitly confented to his Autho-
rity, and promis’d him Allegiance, merely becaufe,
from Neceflity, they live under his Dominion " Sup-
pofe again their natural Prince reftor’d, by Means of
an Army, which he aflembles in foreign Countries :
They receive him with Joy and Exultation, and fhew
plainly with what Relu@ance they had {ubmitted to
any other Yoke. I may now afk, upon what Foun-

dation the Prince’s Title ftands ? Not on popular

Confent furely : For tho’ the People willingly acqui-

efce.in his Authority, they never imagine, that their

Confent makes him Sovereign: They confent; be-

caufe they apprehend him to be already, by Birth,

their lawful Sovereign. And as to that tacit Confent,

which may now be infer’d from their living under his

Dominion, this is no more than what they formerly

gave to the Tyrant and Ufurper.

W nEeN we affert, that all lawful Government ari-
fes from the People, we certainly do them a great
deal more Honour than they deferve, or even expeét
and defire from us. After the Roman Dominions be-
came too unweildy for the Republic to govern, the Peo-
ple, over the whole known World, were extremely
grateful to Auguflus for that Authority, which, by
Violence, he eftablifh’d over them; and they fhew’d
an equal Difpofition to fubmit to the Succeflor, whom
he left them, by his laft Will and Teftament. It was
afterwards their Misfortune, that there never was, in
one Family, any long regular Succeflion; but ;h?ilt

thewr
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their Line of Princes was continually broke, either
by private Affaffinations or public Rebellions. The
Prztorian Bands, on the Failure of every Family, fet
up one Emperor : the Legions in the Eaff 2 fecond :
thofe in Germany, perhaps, a third: And the Sword
alone could decide their Pretenfions. The Condition
of the Peaple, in that mighty Monarchy, was to be
lamented, not becaufe the Choice of Emperor was
never left to them; for that was impraéticable : But
becaufe they never fell under any Succeffion of Maf-
ters, who might regularly follow each other. As to
the Violence and Wars and Bloodfhed, occafion'd by
every new Settlement ; thofe were blamelefs, becaufe
inevitable.

Tu e Houfe of Lancafler rul'd in England about
fixty Years: The prefent Eftablifhment has taken Place
very near the {ame Time. Have all Views of Right
in another Family been utterly extinguifh'd ; even
tho’ few Men now alive had arrivid at Years of Di-
{cretion, when it was expell’d, or could have confent-
ed to its Dominion, or have promis'd it Allegiance ? A
{ufficient Indication furely of the general Sentiment
of Mankind on this Head. For we blame not the
Adherents of the abdicated Family, merely on Ac-
count of the long Time they have prefervd their
imaginary Fidelity. We blame them for adhering to
a Family, which, we affirm, has been jufily expell'd,
and which, from the Moment the new Settlement
took place, had forfeited all Title to Authority.

BuT would we have a more regular, at Jeaft, a
more philofophical Refutation of this Principle of an
original Contra€t or popular Confent; perbaps, the
following Obfervations may fuffice. ArLp
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AL . moral Duties may be divided into two Kinds,
The fir/? are thofe, to which Men are impell'd by a
natural Inftinét or immediate Pmpenﬁty, that operates
in them, independent of all Ideas of Obligation, and
of all Views either to public or private Utility. Of
this Nature are, Love of Children, Gratitude to Be-
nefadtors, Pity to the Misfortunate. When we re.
flett on the Advantage, that refults to Society from
fuch humane Inflin&ts, we pay them the juft Tribute
of moral Approbation and Efteem: But the Perfon,
actuated by them, feels their Power and Influence, an-
tecedent to any fuch RefleGion.

T e fecond Kind of moral Daties are fuch as are
not fupported by any original Inftinéts of Nature, but
are perform’d entirely from a Senfe of Obligation,
when we confider the Neceffities of human Society,
and the Impofibility of fupporting it, if thefe Duties
were neglefted. "Tis thus Fuflice or a Regard to the
Property of others, Fidelity or the Obfervance of Pro-
mifes, become moral Duties, and acquire an Autho-
rity over Mankind. For as 'tis evident that every
Man loves himfelf better than any other Perfon, he
is naturally impell'd to acquire as much as poffible ,
and nothing can ever reftrain him, in this Propenfity
but Reflection and Experience, by which he learns
the pernicious Effeéts of that Licence, and the total

Diflolution of Society, which muft enfue from it.
His original Inclination, therefore, or Inftinét is here
check’d and reftrain’d by a fubfequent Judgment er
Obfervation.

Tug Cafeis precifely the fame with the political
or civil Duty of Allegiance, as with the natural Du-

I ties
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ties of Juftice and Fidelity. Our primary Inftints
lead us, either to indulge ourfelves in unlimited Li-
berty, or to feck Dominion over others : And 'tis Re-
fletion only, that engages us to facrifice fuch ftrong
Paflions to the Interefts of Peace and Order. A very
{mall Degree of Experience and Obfervation fuffices
to teach us, that Society cannot poflibly be main-
tained without the Authority of Magiftrates, and that
that Authority muft foon fall into Contempt, where
exaét Obedience is not pay'd to it. 'The Obfervation
of thefe general and obvious Interefts is the Source of
all Allegiance, and of that moral Obligation, which
we attribute to it.

W u a1 Neceflity is there, therefore, to found the
Duty of dllegiance or Obedience to Magiftrates on
that of Fidelity or a Regard to Promifes, and to fup-
pofe, that “tis the Confent of each Individual, which
fubjeéls him to Government ; when 1t appears, that
both Allegiance and Fidelity ftand precifely on the
fame Foundation, and are both fubmitted to by Man-
kind, on Account of the apparent Interefls and Ne-
ceffities of human Society? We are bound to obey our
Sovereign, ’tis faid; becaufe we have given 2 tacit
Promife to that Purpofe. But why are we bound to
obferve our Promife? It muft be afferted, that the Com=
merce and Intercourfe of Mankind, which are of {fuch
infinite Advantage, can haveno Security, where Men
pay no regard to their Engagements. It may, in
like Manner, be faid, that Men could not live at all in
Society, at leaft in a civiliz’d Society, without Laws
and Magiftrates and Judges, to prevent the Encroach-
ments of the ilrong upon the weak, the violent up-

on
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on the juft and equitable. The Obligation to Alle-
glance, being of like Force and Authority with the
Obligation to Fidelity, we gain nothing by refolving
the one into the other. The general Interefts or Ne-
ceflities of Society are {ufficient to eftablifh both.

I'r the Reafon is afkt of that Obedience, which
we are bound to pay to Government, I readily an-
fwer; becaufe Society cou’d not otheravife Jubfift : And
this Anfwer is clear and intelligible to all Mankind.
Your anfwer is, becaufe we fho’d keep our Word. But
befides, that no Body, ’till train’d in a philofophical
Syftem, can either comprehend or relith this Anfwer:
Befides this, I fay, you find yourfelf embarrafs’d,
when ’tis afk’d you, ahy wwe are bound to kecp our
Word? And you can give no other Anfwer, but what
would, immediately, without any Circuity, have ac-
counted for our Obligation to Allegiance.

Bur to avhom is Allegiance due? And who are our
laawful Sovereigns 2 'This Queftion is often the moft
difficult of any, and liable to infinite Difcuflions:
When People are fo happy, that they can anfwer, Oz
brefent Sovereign, awho inherits, in a diret Line, from
Anceflors, that have govern'd us for many Ages; this
Anfwer admits of no Reply ; even tho’ Hiftorians, in
tracing up to the remoteft Antiquity the Origin of
that royal Family, may find, as commonly happens,
that its firft Authority was deriv'd from Ufurpation
and Violence. "Tis confeft, that private Juftice or
the Abftinence from the Properties of others, is a
moft cardinal Virtue : Yet Reafon tells us, that there
15 10 Property in durable Objes, fuch as Lands or
Houfes, when carefully examin’d in pafling from

Hand
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Hand to Hand, but muft, in {fome Period, have been
founded on Fraud and Injuftice. The Neceflities of
human Society, neither in private nor publick Life,
will allow of {uch an accurate Enquiry: And there
is no Virtue or moral Duty, but what may, with
Facility, be refin'd away, if we indulgea falfe Philo-
phy, in fifting and fcrutinizing it, by every captious
Rule of Logic, in every Light or Pofition, wherein
it may be plac'd.

T ne Queftions with Regard to private Property
have fll'd infinite Volumes of Law and Philofophy,

1 L ~+h « M 3
not to mention the Commentators upon beth; and in

the End, we may fafely pronounce, that many of the
Rules, there eflablifh’d, are uncertain, ambiguous,
and arbitrary. The like Opinion may be form’d
with regard to the Succeffions and Rights of Princes
and Forms of Government. The Difcuffion of thefe
Matters would lead us entirely beyond the Compafs

i = S e T
of thefe Effays. 'Tis {ufficient for our prelent rur-

pofc, if we have been able to determine, in general,
the Foundation of that Allegiance, which is due to
the eftablifh’d Government, in every Kingdom and
Commonwealth *, We

% When there is no legal Prince,who hasa Title toa Throne,
1believe it may fafely be determined to belong to the firft Occupier.
This was frequently the Cafe with the Roman Empire. When any
Race of Princes expires, the Will or Deftination of the laft Prince
will be regarded as a Title, Thus the Ediét of Lowis the XIVth,
who call’d the Baftard Princes to the Succeflion, in Cafe of
Failure of all the legitimate Princes, would, in fuch an E\'Eﬂf:
have fome Authority, The Ceffion of the ancient Proprictors
efpecially when join’d to Conqueft, is likewife efteem’d a very
good Right, The general Bond or Obligation, that binds us to
Government, is the Intereft and Neceflities of Society ; and tlgis

Obli-
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W & fhall only obferve, before we conclude, that
tho"an Appeal to general Opinion may juftly, in the
fpeculative Sciences of Metaphyfics, natural Philofo-
phy, or Aftronomy, be efteem’d unfair and inconchu-
five, yet in all Queftions with regard to Morals, as
well as Criticifm, there is really no other Standard,
by which any other Controverfy can ever be decided-
And nothing can be a clearer Proof, that a Theory of
this Kind is erroneous. than to find, that it leads us in-
to Paradoxes, which are repugnant to the common
Sentiments of Mankind, aud te the Praice and Opi-
nion of all Nations and all Ages. 'The Do&rine,
that founds all lawful Government on an original Con-
trad, or Confent of the People, is plainly of this
Kind; nor has the ableft of its Partizans, ip Profe-
cution of it, fcrupled to affirm, zhas abfolute Monar-
< "—i‘j‘ i r':'ze'.s},yfr}?r’m with ciwil Socict ty, and [0 can be no Form
o il Government at all* ; and thar the fupreme
£ ower in & -f"x‘:?a‘e' cannot take ﬁ'ﬁw a#y Man .71;_.' Taxres
and Impofitions, any Part of bis P.ro[u-rg' auithout bis
owon Confent or that of bis Rr[:i'r:/&r‘ffﬂff-vﬂ'.r 4. What Au-
thority any moral Rcafoning can have, which leads
into Opinions, {0 wide of the general Praétice of Man-
kind, in every Place put this fingle Kingdom, ’tis ca-
fy to determine.

Obligation is very ftrong, The Determination of it to this or that
particular Prince or Form of Government is frequently more
uncertain and dubious, Prefent Poflefiion has confiderable Au-
thority in thefe Cafes, and greater than in private Property 5 be-
cavfe of the Dilorders, that attend all Revolutions and Changes
of Government,

* Lee Locke on Goverament, Chap. 7. §.90.

1 Id. Chap, 11, §, 138, 139, Ijo.
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ESSAY XXVL
Of Passive OBEDIENCE.

IN the former Effay, we have endeavour’d to refute
the fpeculative Syftems of Politics, advanc'd in this
Nation ; as well the religious Syftem of the one
Party, as the philofophical of the other. We come
pow to examine the pra&ical Confequences, deduc'd
by each Party, with regard to the Meafures of Sub-
miffion, due to Sovereigns.

As the Obligation to Juftice is founded intirely on
the Interefts of Socicty, which require mutual Abfti-
nence from Property, in order to preferve Peace
amongft Mankind ; ’tis evident, that, when the Exe-
cution of Juftice would be attended w ith very perni-
cious Confequences, that Virtue muft be fufpended,
and give place to public Utlity, in fuch extraordi-
nary and {uch prefling Emergencies. The Maxim,
_/-;”f 7?'3";';1"4'5&1! &5 ruat Cﬁ:fzwr, let Jumcc be ltcl'fol‘m‘d,
tho’ the Univerfe be deftroy’d, is apparently falfe, and
by facrificing the End to the Means, fhews a prepo-
fterous Idea of the Subordination of Duties. ~What
Governor of a Town malkes any Scruple of burning
the Suburbs, when they facilitate the Advances of the
Enemy ? Or what General abftains from plundering
a neu-
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@ neutral Country, when the Neceflities of War re-
quire it, and he cannot otherwife maintain his Army ?
The Cale is the G with the Duty of Obedience to
Magiftrates ; and common Senfe teaches us, that as
GO\'cmmentobliges to Obedience only on Accouut
of its Tendency to public Utility, it muft always, in
extraordinary Cafes, when public Ruin would evi-
dently attend Obedience, yield to the primary and
ul'iginn] Obligation. Salus Populi fuprema Lex, the
Safety of the People is the {fupreme Law. This Max-
Im is agreeable to the Sentiments of Mankind in all
Ages: Nor is any one, when he reads of the Infur-
re€tions againft a Nero, ora Caracalla, {o infatuated
with Party-Syftems, as not to with Succefs to the En-
terprize, and praife the Undertakers. Even our
high monarchical Party, in {pite of their fublime
Theory, are forc’d, in fuch Cafes, to judge, and
think, and approve, in Conformity to the reft of
Manlkind.

ResisTance, therefore, being admitted in extra-
ordinary Emergencies, the Queftion can only be,
amongft good Reafoners, with regard to the Degree
of Neceflity, which can juftify Refiftance, and render
it lawful or commendable. And here I muft confefs,
that T fhall always incline to their Side, who draw the
Bond of Allegiance the clofeft poffible, and confider
an Infringement of it, as the laft Refuge, indefperate
Cafes, when the public isin the higheft Danger, from
a cruel and abandon’d Tyranny. For befides the
Mifchiefs of a civil War, which commonly attend
Infurreion ; ’tis certain, that where a DifPOﬁt]i{O?; tlo

, ; chele
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bellion appears amongft any People, it is one chief
Chief Caufe of Tyramny in the Rulers, and forces
them into many violent Meafures, which they never
would have embrac'd, if every one had feem'd in-
clin’d to Submiffion and Obedience. Tis thus the
Tyramnicide or Aflaflination, approv'd of by ancient
Maxims, initead of keeping Tyrants and Ufurpers
in Awe, made them ten times more fierce and unre-
lenting ; and is now jufily, upon that Account,
aboliti’d by the Laws of Nations, and univerfally
condemn'd as a bafe and treacherous Method of bring-
ing to Jutice thefe Dilturbers of Saciety.

Besipes ; we muft confider, that as Obedience is
our Duty in the common Courfe of Things, it ought
chiefly to be inculcated ; nor can any thing be more
prepolterous than an anxious Care and Sollicitude in
ftating all the Cafes, wherein Refiftance may be al-
low'd. Thus, tho’a Philofopher reafonably acknow-
jedges, in the Courfe of an Argument, that the Rules
of Juftice may be difpenfed with in Cafes of urgent
Necefity ; what fhould we think of a Preacher or Ca-
fuift, who fliould make it his chief Study to find out
fuch Cafes, and enforce them with all the Vehemence
of Argument and' Eloguence? Would he not be
better employ’d in preaching up the general Doérine,
than in difplaying the particular Exceptions, which
we are, perhaps, but too much inclin'd, of ourfelves;
to embrace; and to extend ?

o however, two Reafons, which may be
pleaded in Defence of that Party amongft us, who

have,
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have, with fo much Induftry, propagated the Maxims
of Refiftance ; Maxims, which, it muaft be confeit,
are, in general, {o pernicious, and fo deftruétive of all
civil Society. The firf is, that their Antagonifts car-
rying the Doétrine of Obedience to fuch an extrava-
gant Height, as not only never to mention
tion in extraordinary Cafes (
be excufable) but ey

the Excep-
which might, perhaps,
en pofitively to exclude it; it
flary to infift on thefe Exceptions, and de-
fend the Rights of injur'd Truth and Liberty. ‘The
Jecond, and, perhaps, better Reafon, is founded on the

Nature of the Britifh Conftitution and Form of Go-
vernment,

became nece

T'is almoft peculiar to our Conftitution to eftablifh

a firft Magiftrate with f{uch high Pre-eminence and
Dignit.\«, that, tho’ limited by the Laws, he 15, ina
Manner, as far as regards his own Perfon, above the
Laws, and can neither be queftioned nor punithed for
any Injury or Wrong, which may be committed by
him,  His Minifters alone, or thofe who a& by his
iflion, are obnoxicus to Juftice ; and while the
Prince is thus allur'd, by the Profpect of perfonal
Safety, to give the Laws their free Courfe, an equal
Security is, in efteft, obtain'd, by the Punifhment of
the lefler Offenders, and at the fame Time a civil War
Is avoided, which would be the infallible Confe-
quence, were an Attack, at every Turn, made direétly
upon the Sovereign.  But tho' the Conflitution pays
this falutary Compliment to the Prince, it can never
rea{bnab]y be underftood, by that Maxim, to have de-

termin’d its own Deftrution, or to have eftablifh’d a

Comm
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tame Submiffion, where he proteéts his Minifters, per-
feveres in his Injuftice, and ufurps the whole Power
of the Commonwealth. This Cafe, indeed, is never
exprefely put by the Laws ; becaufe itis impofiible for
them, in theirordinary Courfe, to provide a Remedy
for it, or eftablith any Magiftrate, with fuperior Au-
thority, to chaftife the exorbitancies of the Prince. But
as a Right without a Remedy would be the greatelt
of all Abfurdities ; the Remedy, in this Cafe, is the
extraordinary one of Refiltance, when Affairs come
to that Extremity, that the Conflitution can alone be
defended by it. Refiftance, therefore, muft, of courfe,
become more frequent inthe Briti/k Government, than
in others, whichare fimpler, and confift of fewer Parts
and Movements. Where the King is thefole Sovereign
of the State, he has little Temptation to commit fuch
enormous Tyranny as may juftly provoke Rebellion
But where he is limited, his imprudent Ambition,
without any great Vices, may run him into that pe-
he Cafe with

rillous Situation.  This was evidently t
Charles the Firft ; and if we may now !'pr.:tk'l'ruth. after
Animofitiesare laid, this was alfo the Cafe with Fames
che Second. Thefe were harmlefs, if not, in their pri-
vate Charaéter, good Men ; but miftaking the Nature
of our Conftitution, and engrofling the w holelegiflative
Power, it became neceffary to oppofe them with fome
Vehemence ; and even to deprive the latter formally
of that Authority, which he had ufed with fuch Im-
prudence and Indifcretion,

K F KT 8.
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Oratorsafpire to. How abfurd would it appear, in our

temperateand calm Speakers, to make ufe of an Apo-
v

the Audience, fo as to make them accompany the
Speaker in fuch violent Paffions, and fuch elevated

p LR g s - 3 3 : 2 o > R T nt of
Jirophe, like that noble one of Demofibenes, fo much Conceptions : And to conceal, under a Torrent
celebrated by Quinétilian and Longinus, when, juftify-

colorchecker

Eloquence, the Artifice, by which all this is effec-
ing the unfuccefsful Battle of Cheronea, he breaks out, tuated !

No, my Fellow-Citizens, No: You bawe not err'd. I
fwear by the Manes of thofe Heroes, a /.)ojbz(g»’ztfcr the
Same Caufe in the Plains of MARATHON and PLAT z A,
Who could now endure fuch a bold and poetical Fi-
gure, as that which Cicero employs, after defcribing
in the moft tragical Terms the Crucifixion of 2 Roman
Citizen. Should 1 paint the Horrors of this Scene, not to
Roman Citizens, not to the Allies of our State, not to

SurTapLe to this Vehemence of Thought and Ex-
preflion, was the Vehemence of Altion, obferved in
the ancient Orators. 'The fupplofio pedis, or ftamping
with the Foot, was one of the moft ufual and mode-
rate Geftures they made ufe of + ; tho’ that is now
efteem’d too violent, either for the Senate, Bar, or
Pulpit, and is only admitted into the Theatre, to ac-

+
T T
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thofe who have ever beard of the Roman Name, not sven
to Men, but to Brute-Creatures ; or, to go_farther, fhould
L ift up my Voice, in the moft defolate Solitude, to the
Rocks and Mountains, yet - fhould 1 furely Jee thofe rude and
inanimate Parts of Nature mov'd awith Horror and In-
dignation at the Recital of fo envrmous an Adiom +.
With what a Blaze of Eloquence muft fuch a Sentence
be furrounded to give it Grace, or caufe it to make
any Impreflion on the Hearers! And what noble Art
and fublime Talents are requifite to arrive, by juft De-
grees; at a Sentiment {o bold and exceflive : 'To inflame

T The Original is; Quod fi haee non ad cives Romanos, non
ad aliguos amicos noftrz civitatis, non ad eos qui populi Ro-
mani nomen audifient ; denique, fi non ad homines, veram ad
beftias ; aut etiam, ut longius progrediar, fi in aliqua defer=
tiffima folitudine, ad faxa & ad fcopulos haec conquer: & de-
plorare vellem, tamen omnia muta atque inanima, tanta & tam
indigna rerum atrocitate commoverentur, Cic, in Ver.

A the

company the moft violent Paflions, that are there re-
prefented.

I am fomewhat at a Lofs to what Caufe we may
alcribe {o fenfible a Decline of Eloquence in latter
Ages. 'The Genius of Mankind, at all Times, is,
perhaps, equal : The Moderns have applied them-
felves; with great Induftry and Succefs, to all the
other Arts and Sciences : And one of the moft learned
Nations of the Univerfe poflefles a popular Govern-
ment ; which feems requifite for the full Difplay of
thefe noble Talents : But notwithftanding all thefe
Advantages, our Progrefs in Eloquence is very incon-

4 Ubi dolor ? Ubi ardor animi, qui etiam ex infantium inge-
Riis elicere voces & querelas folet ? nulla perturbatio animi,
milla corporis ; frons non percuffa, non femur i pedis (guod
minimum ¢ff ) nulla fopplofios  Itaque t:mtu.m abfuit ut inflam-
mares noftros animos ; fomnum ifte loco vix tencbamus,

Cicero de Claris Oratoribus,

fiderable,



