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vi Josial Wedgwood

commonplace books, and experiments on clays, kilns,
and colours.

They show his untiring industry and enterprise in
all that he undertook during his active business life.
They continue, in many shapes and forms, from 1759 to
1794,—giving way at the end to that last recipe of all :
“Dr. Darwin’s prescription for Mr. Wedgwood,” dated
a few weeks before Mr. Wedgwood’s death.

The family manuscripts contain much of Wedg-
wood’s correspondence with his wife, his children, his
artists, his agents, and his partners. We have invoices,
statements of accounts, extracts from scientific journals,
notes of experiments on air, minerals, coals, clays,
colours, and glass ; and mixed with these are notes on
building, canal navigation, fossils, gardening, farriery,
turnpikes, thermometers, vases, travels, and all manner
of subjects.

Of his many letters and manuseripts, no small
portion was obtained from Etruria many years ago,
being doubtless regarded as no better than waste paper.
Some of these got into the possession of Joseph Mayer,
silversmith and antiquary,and were bequeathed by him,
with his collection of Wedgwood pottery, to the Free
Public Museum in the city of Liverpool.

Through the kindness of the Chairman of the Mayer
Collection, I was permitted to take home with me the
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letters, to examine them at my leisure. I found many
letters of Wedgwood, but none of Bentley, his most
intimate friend and correspondent. Wedgwood thought
so much of Bentley’s letters, that he had them bound
into a volume, that he might read them at his leisure.
The probability is that they are still in existence, but
to the present time they are not forthcoming. At the
same time it must be said, that apart from his work as
a partner and salesman in London, Bentley had little to
do with the great enterprises of Wedgwood.

' I have also been enabled, through the kindness of
Miss Goddard, of Little Ashton, near Sutton Lichfield,
to insert a number of letters which she obtained from a
_selection of the Wedgwood manuseripts. Some of these
are important, more particularly as regards his discovery
of the Thermometer or Pyrometer for festing the highest
degrees of heat, in respect of which Wedgwood was
elected a member of the Royal Society.

I have not inserted any Illustrations of Wedgwood’s
works. These have already been published by Llewellyn
Jewitt, Miss Meteyard, Professor Church, and others.
But the most splendid illustrations, which are about to
be published, are those by Mr. Quaritch, on account of
Frederick Rathbone, a leading expert in Wedgwood’s
works. These have been executed by M. F. Appel of
Paris, and leave nothing to be desired. The pieces to
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be illustrated will be vases, plaques, medallions, portraits,
intaglios, and cameos, produced by Wedgwood between
1760 and 1795.

I conclude this brief preface by quoting the words
which Novalis employed when comparing the works of
Goethe with those of Wedgwood : “Goethe is truly a
practical poet. He is in his works what the Englishman
is in his wares, perfectly simple, neat, fit, and durable.
He has played in the German world of literature the
same part that Wedgwood has played in the English
world of art.”
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youngest of the family. In that respect he resembled
his contemporary Sir Richard Arkwright, who was the
youngest of thirteen children.

From the year 1710 to 1715, Burslem was the
principal seat of the pottery manufacture in Stafford-
shire. There were few potworks anywhere else in that
county. Of the fifty small potters in Burslem, many
were named Wedgwood. They and their ancestors had
been manufacturers of earthenware for more than two
hundred years.

Burslem used to be called the Butter Pottery,
meaning the place where butter pots were principally
made. The other earthenware produced in Burslem
was for the most part coarse in texture, clumsy in
design, and very liable to fracture; yet it was not
totally devoid of taste, either in form or ornament.

It may also be mentioned that at the beginning of
the eighteenth century there were seven small potters
at Hanley (now a place of some 40,000 inhabitants);
but there was only one horse and one mule in the
hamlet. There was neither cart nor carriage of any
kind in Hanley, the roads being almost impassable for
even pack-horses. The coals used in the place were
carried on men’s or women’s backs. There were only
two houses at Stoke—Ward’s and Poulson’s—but no
potworks as yet existed there.

Very little is known of Josiah’s childhood. There
are, unfortunately, no family letters or journals of the
period to refer to; and biographical material of any
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description is not to be depended on.  There have indeed
been traditions and surmises printed from time to time,
but these are not to be relied upon for accuracy.

It was, on the whole, a good thing for Josiah that he
was one of a numerous family. On entering life he
found a little world of boys and girls about him. The
child in a large family receives a kind of social educa-
tion by contact with his brothers and sisters. The
little corners of his temperament are rubbed off and
smoothed down, as with boys in a public school. If
he wishes to pass comfortably through life, he finds
that he must give and take, especially when, like Josiah,
he has to make his own way in the world.

Not much is recorded about his boyhood. He
played about the fields and strips of waste ground
near the Churchyard Works. There were occasionally
pack-horses at the pottery waiting for their loads of
ware. As riding was one of his early ambitions, he
occasionally bestrode the pack-horses, held on by the
willing packmen.

The mother had of course plenty to do in bringing
up such a “long family.” She had to feed, to
clothe, and maintain them. But she never was found
wanting. She was, as we have said, lively, quick,
and sensible, with a soul full of kindness. She was
anything but selfish or hardened by the number of her
children. 'With a heart opened to them all, young as well
as old, she proved herself one of the best of mothers.
She taught her children the value of industry; for,
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indeed, the greater part of them had little else to look
forward to; together with those good rules of life—
integrity, self-help, self-restraint, and perseverance.

Little is known about the school education of her
youngest son. When able to toddle about, Josiah
was sent to a dame’s school to learn his A.B.C. This
was at that time the only school in Burslem, and he
was sent there more to keep him out of the way of the
other children, or perhaps out of mischief, than for any
learning he received.

The local historian, Simeon Shaw, says that scarcely
any person in Burslem learned more than reading and
writing until about 1750; when some individuals en-
dowed the free school for instructing young persons to
read the Bible, write a fair hand, and know the primary
rules of arithmetic. Josiah’s early education was thus
limited to reading and writing.

‘When seven years old he was sent across the moors
to a school at Newcastle-under-Lyme, kept by a Mr.
Blunt. The school was about three and a half miles from
Burslem, and in fine weather his walks across the fields
and commons were joyous and healthful. Among his
schoolfellows were several who afterwards achieved
considerable distinction; though none proved so great
as Wedgwood himself.

He remained, however, only a short time at that
school. He was taken away at his father’s death,
which occurred in June 1739, when Josiah was only
nine years old. All that he had learned up to this time
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were the beginnings of reading, writing, and arithmetic.
The rest of his knowledge and learning he accomplished
by himself. Like many men of action and enterprise,
like Brindley and Stephenson, he was, for the most
part, his own educator.

Josiah’s father, Thomas Wedgwood, did not leave
much money or property behind him. By his will,
dated 26th June 1739, he left to his eldest son Thomas
the Churchyard Pottery, and all his real estate, with a
provision for his wife for her maintenance and ‘the
proper bringing up of her younger children.” Twenty
pounds were to be paid to six of them on their reaching
twenty years of age. The eldest daughter Ann was
omitted, from which it may be inferred that she had
done something displeasing to her father ; and he could
not forgive her, even in his dying hours.

Josiah was included amongst those who were to
receive twenty pounds on his coming of age; and this
was the entire capital on which he began his industrial
and artistic career. As he himself afterwards said of
his fortunes: “I myself began at the lowest round
of the ladder.”

To recur again to Josiah’s early education. Mr.
Leslie, afterwards Sir John Leslie, Professor of Natural
Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh, was, in the
early part of his career, the tutor of Wedgwood’s eldest
sons. He knew much of the history of the proprietor of
Etruria, and after his death, collected materials for his
biography. He says that Wedgwood’s early education
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was confined to the usual routine of a country school,
where he learnt no language but his own, and that
imperfectly. Although deprived of the advantage of a
liberal education, by diligence and perseverance he found
his own way to useful knowledge and the rightful
application of it.

Mr. Leslie records that Josiah himself attributed
much of his success in after life to the opportunity
which was given him during a long illness, to repair, by
reading, the deficiencies of his mental training. His
anxiety to accomplish this end as he grew up, and
also the urgent way in which he advised his children
to gain all the knowledge they could in their early life,
show how keenly he felt the disadvantages from which
he himself had suffered.

The manner in which Josiah accomplished not
only his own but his children’s education, will be found
set forth in the following chapters.
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distinction. In 1470, John Wedgwood married Mary,
the daughter and heiress of John Shaw, and thus
possessed the estate of Harracles, in the parish of
Norton, near Leek. The property was inherited by the
elder branch of their descendants, which, for want of
issue, shortly became extinct.

The second branch of the family removed to Burslem ;
and the first of them we find mentioned is Gilbert
‘Wedgwood, who about the year 1600 married Margaret,
daughter and co-heiress of Thomas Burslem, Esq.; and
by her he had Burslem Wedgwood and Thomas Wedg-
wood.

Thomas, the second surviving son of Gilbert and
Margaret, was a man of considerable property. He
owned a large part of Burslem, including three or
four potworks. He married Margaret Shaw, and had
by her a family of several sons and daughters. He died
in 1679. Thomas was the ancestor of the families
known as the “Overhouse Wedgwoods” and the “Church-
yard Wedgwoods”; the latter were so called because
their potworks were close to the Burslem Churchyard.

Another son of Gilbert Wedgwood and Margaret
Shaw married in 1684 Mary Leigh, another small
proprietress. They had four sons and five daughters.
The eldest son Thomas inherited from his father the
Churchyard potworks. On arriving at maturity, he
married Mary Stringer, by whom he had thirteen
children, seven sons and six daughters. Josiah, the
great potter, was the youngest of the family.
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To return to the origin of the Wedgwoods as
potters. We find that Gilbert Wedgwood settled at
Burslem in 1612, and became the ancestor of a long
line of potters. He manufactured most of the varieties
of earthenware in ordinary use. The ware was of a
common description, mostly butter-pots, basins, jugs,
porringers, and such like. Timber or wooden ware,
for spoons and dishes, continued to be used.

The best earthenware was imported from abroad,
mostly from Delft in Holland. The Staffordshire potters
tried to imitate the foreigners, and eventually succeeded.
Before long they equalled them, and obtained part
possession of the home market. Delft ware was manu-
factured in Burslem towards the end of the seventeenth
century. In 1691, one John Wedgwood made a Puzzle-
Jug in the style of Delft ware. It was called a
Puzzle-Jug, because it was so contrived with perfora-
tions in various parts of the jug, that it was almost
impossible to drink from it without spilling a portion.
There were imprinted on it the following lines :—

Here, gentlemen, come try your skill,
Tl hold a wager, if you will,

That you don’t drink the liquor all,
Without you spill, or let some fall.

The Wedgwoods continued to be potters, and their
numbers in Burslem increased. At the same time
they did not subsist entirely by the consumption of
their pottery ware. One of them, Dr. Thomas Wedg-
wood, at the end of the seventeenth century, combined
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farming with potmaking. His son, of the same name,
resided at the “Red Lyon,” and was an innkeeper as
well as a potter, though whence the title of doctor was
derived, we do not know.

As the profits of potters were then very small, so
were the wages of their workmen. Wedgwood’s grand-
father had, in 1715, three workmen, to whom he paid
four shillings a week, and three others to whom he paid
six shillings a week.

Apprentices were still more poorly paid. Aaron
Wood was apprenticed to Dr. Thomas Wedgwood in
1731. During the first three years of his apprentice-
ship he was paid one shilling weekly. During the
next three years he was paid one shilling and sixpence
weekly ; and in the last and seventh year he was paid
four shillings weekly. Besides his wages, Aaron Wood
had annually a pair of new shoes. When Aaron’s
apprenticeship expired, he was engaged for five years as
a journeyman at five shillings a week.

Dr. Thomas Wedgwood junior, the innkeeper, did
-something to improve the manufacture of pottery.
Besides manufacturing imitation agates, marbles, and
coffee and tea pots, he eventually succeeded in pro-
ducing a pure white stoneware. His workmen also
made baking dishes, milkpans, pots, jugs, porringers,
pitchers, and other sorts of crockery.

The chief hindrance to the expansion of the trade of
Burslem and the neighbourhood was the horrible state
of the roads and byways. At the beginning of last
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century Burslem was a poor struggling little village
of thatched houses. When the Rev. Mr. Middleton,
incumbent of Stone, was enforcing upon his hearers the
duty of humility, he said they might be compared to
so many sparrows, as all of them had been hatched
under the thatch. The Big House, with the adjacent
earthenware manufactory, erected by Thomas and
John Wedgwood in 1750, was the only building in
Burslem covered with slates.

Hanley, Shelton, Lane, and Stoke were of still less
importance than Burslem. TLongport did not exist until
the construction of the Trent and Mersey Canal. The
original potters scattered themselves over the districts
in which clay, wood, and coal were found. The primi-
tive pottery works were widely spread over an area of
some ten miles in extent.

The houses in which the families of the workers
lived were only thatched hovels, sometimes covered
with mud. The midden was a conspicuous object before
every door. In many places there were mounds of
ashes and shard-rucks, consisting of broken pots and
spoilt earthenware. Beside them were the hollows
from which the potters had dug their clay. These
were usually filled with stagnant water. Everything
was coarse, rude, and unwholesome.

Yet alehouses abounded, for the people were greatly
given to drink. As an excuse, it may be said that the
earthenware was usually sold in the public-houses.
The potters had their sports too—miserable remnants
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of “Merry England”! In the centre of Burslem was a
high Maypole, at the place where the Town Hall now
stands, around which the jolly potters held their
festivals. They had many so-called amusements—
cock-throwing, goose-riding, bull and bear baiting.
Bull-baiting was continued down to about sixty years
since, Each pottery had its special wake, which was
usually a saturnalia of drunkenness. ,

The morals and manners of the people were of
course brutal and vicious. When John Wesley visited
the potteries about the middle of last century a crowd
of people assembled to laugh and jeer at him, and
proceeded to pelt him with mud. The following is
from his diary, on the 8th of March 1760 :—

“ Went from Wolverhampton to Burslem, a scattered
town on the top of a hill, inhabited almost entirely by
potters, a multitude of whom assembled at five in the
evening. Deep attention sat on every face, though as
yet accompanied with deep ignorance; but if the heart
be moved toward God, He will in due time enlighten
the understanding.

“ Sunday, 9th.—I preached at night to near double
the number, some quite innocent of thought. Five or
six were laughing and talking till I had nearly done;
and one of them threw a clod of earth, which struck me
on the side of the head, but it neither disturbed me
nor the congregation.”

A few years later John Wesley preached at the
same place, and entered in his journal these words: “I



11 The Wedgwood Family 13

began preaching at Burslem. Even the poor potters
here are a more civilised people than the better sort (so
called) at Congleton.” The women who attended his
preaching assumed to a certain extent the garb of men,
and were quite as ready with their oaths. Everything
was rude, barbarous, and uncivilised.

In most cases an ordinary potwork was carried
on by a man and a labourer. When the potter had
sons and daughters they helped in the work. The sons
dug the clay, the man fashioned and fired the ware; and
when the goods were ready the mother and daughters
filled the panniers, swung across the backs of horses or
donkeys. Their drivers then drove them through the
lanes to fairs and markets in order to sell the manufac-
tured goods. The poor brutes were driven on with
whip or cudgel, the men and women mostly with pipes
in their mouths.

The roads in the mneighbourhood of Burslem were
of the worst description. The lanes were known as
“hollow ways,” and in wet weather they were streams
of muddy water. When the poor brutes, laden with
their panniers of crockery, could not toil through the
deep and sticky mud, they often fell down and smashed
the ware. Sometimes they broke their legs, and were
either shot or left to die—a happy release for the poor
overworked animals.

These muddy lanes were unenclosed. When the
horses and donkeys could not pass through the hollow
ways, they were driven on to the adjoining commons
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or moorland, and went along in single file by the steep
escarpments of the road. It was long before carts or
waggons. could be used at Burslem. Even at the be-
ginning of last century they were very rare in the
potteries.

But in course of time the earthenware manufactured
in Staffordshire improved. The black-glazed or ruddy-
coloured articles were gradually replaced by brighter
and yellower ware, although, as has already been
stated, wooden spoons, plates, and dishes long continued
to be used. A great impulse was given to the manu-
facture of improved earthenware by the immigration
and settlement of Dutchmen and Germans in Stafford-
shire. They introduced the manufacture of Delft ware.
The native manufacturers vied with the foreigners,
and they were soon able to export their ware to foreign
markets.

Towards the end of the seventeenth century, the
two brothers Elers, from Delft, followed the Prince of
Orange to England, and settled in Staffordshire for the
purpose of manufacturing stoneware. They hired an
old thatched farmhouse, with some adjoining land, in
a secluded spot near Bradwell The small potwork
which they erected was scarcely discernible from Burs-
lem. The ware which they turned out was found to
be of a finer description than any manufactured in the
neighbourhood.

" The Elers made the greatest improvement in the
potter’s art of England by introducing the Salt Glaze—
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that is, by firing their ware with the vapour of common
salt at a high temperature. They washed, and levigated,
and in various ways prepared the clays, giving the ware
a fineness, durability, and solidity, which were entirely
new. The ornaments and mouldings were sharp in
execution and graceful in design, far beyond the efforts
of the Staffordshire potters at that time.

The Elers discovered a vein of clay, which they found
suitable for their purposes, near Bradwell Wood. This
clay, carefully levigated, and covered with an excellent
glaze, yielded a red ware, like the Etruscan or Japanese ;
hard and compact in texture, and. admirable in design.
The Elers, besides their red ware, also produced an
Egyptian black, by the mixture of Manganese with the
clay before it was fired. They were thus the precursors,
or, it may be, the originators,.of the fine black bodies
of Josiah Wedgwood and other Staffordshire manu-
facturers.

The Elers conducted their operations with perfect
secrecy. No strangers were admitted to their pottery.
The windows were blinded. Only the stupidest work-
men were employed to turn the thrower’s wheel. Even
idiots were preferred, while those workmen who appeared
more than ordinarily skilful were sworn to secrecy.
They were locked up while at work, and were carefully
examined when they left the premises.

These measures excited the prying inquisitiveness
of the Burslem potters. The men were foreigners; any-
thing was lawful against foreigners. They manufactured
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their fine wares in secret; the secret must be dis-
covered. Two Burslem potters, Astbury and Twyford,
set their wits to work. Astbury pretended to be an
idiot. He applied at the pottery for work; obtained
it, and was set to turn the wheel. To maintain his
character of idiot, he made numerous mistakes; he
quietly submitted to the kicks and cuffs which the
other workmen bestowed upon him.

But all the while Astbury’s eyes were very wide
open. In turning the wheel he carefully witnessed
every process, and examined particularly every utensil
which was employed. “The ass,” as he was supposed
to be, was allowed to go through every department of
the work, and on returning home at night he made
models of the various implements employed. He also
preserved careful memoranda of the various processes
he had seen. He remained in the works for two years,
and at the end of that time he was master of the
“gecrets ” of the Elers’ manufactory.

About the same time, Twyford, another Burslem
potter, discovered the same secrets, but it is unnecessary
to describe his pretences of idiocy. On their discharge,
both began business on their own account at Shelton.
They made red ware, crouch ware, and white stoneware
from the native clays,—using salt glaze for some of the
vessels and lead ore for others. Astbury seems to have
been the more successful of the two. He made joutrneys
to London, where he sold his ware, and obtained further
orders.
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The Elers were disgusted with the treatment which
they had received at Burslem. They eventually left
the place, and in 1710 removed to Chelsea, where
they connected themselves with a party of Venetian
glass-makers, who had established themselves under
the auspices of the Duke of Buckingham. The Elers
also started a manufactory of pottery. Their porcelain
achieved a very high reputation, and until the time of
Josiah Wedgwood their pottery ware was considered to
be the best in the country.

By whatever means Astbury had mastered the secrets
of the Elers, he was a man of invention and originality,
and did much to accelerate the improvement of stone-
ware in Staffordshire. 'When he commenced business
at Shelton, he began to use pipeclay for coating over
and washing the insides of vessels. Tobacco-pipe clays
are found all over the country. In the reign of FEliza-
beth, the pipes were so small and of such a peculiar
shape that they were known as “fairy pipes”—the
same sort of pipes that the late Charles Keene used to
smoke. In course of time they were made larger, but
always of white clay. Astbury, by constant improve-
ments, eventually produced his white-dipped ware, and
white stoneware, which became an important article of
commerce.

Astbury was also the first to discover, though it was
by accident, the uses of burnt flint in the manufacture
of stoneware. While travelling on horseback—the
usual method of travelling in those days—he found, on

c
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arriving at Banbury, that the horse on which he had
ridden was so much affected in the eyes that Astbury
feared that blindness would result. He conversed with
the ostler at the inn on the subject, and the latter
recommended the employment of burnt flint. This
was quite a new idea to Astbury. However, a piece of
flint was put into the fire, and allowed to become red
hot. After the flint had cooled it was reduced to
powder, some of which was blown into the horse’s eyes,
producing such immediate and effectual relief that
Astbury was enabled to proceed on his journey. He
was an observant man, and was much struck by the
pure whiteness which the flint attained on being
burnt, and the ease with which it might be reduced
to powder.

On returning to Shelton he obtained some flints,
burnt them, and introduced them into his clay. The
result was a finer and whiter kind of ware than any
that had yet been produced. He shortly obtained a
preference for his ware, and when the secret became
known—for nothing can be long kept a secret in the
pottery district—ground flint soon became a general
ingredient in the potter’s materials.

One of the earliest connections of Brindley with
Staffordshire was the erection by him of an improved
flint-grinding mill, near Burslem, in 1758. The flint
was eventually ground and used in water, so as to
avoid the lung diseases to which potters were subject
when flint was ground in its dry state. It must also






CHAPTER III
JOSIAH WEDGWOOD LEARNS HIS TRADE

ON the death of Thomas Wedgwood, in June 1739, his
youngest son Josiah, who was only nine years old, was
taken from Mr. Blunt’s school at Newcastle-under-
Lyme, and was shortly after employed at his brother’s
pottery. Thomas, the eldest son, had succeeded to the
small estate and the pottery business, with provision
for the maintenance of his mother and her large
family.

Josiah early displayed a taste for modelling. While
at school he showed some knowledge of cutting out
designs on paper. He had the run of his brother’s
factory, and soon after he left school he distinguished
himself by his readiness to imitate in clay whatever
objects struck his fancy. He seems to have had a
natural bent towards modelling. He often amused
his acquaintances with imitations in clay of toy figures.
His clay model of a mountebank’s stage, with the
doctor and his suite, and all the usual accompaniments,
excited much admiration amongst his friends.
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The next event of which we have positive know-
ledge is, that Josiah was apprenticed to his brother
Thomas at the age of fourteen. The deed of his
apprenticeship is still preserved in the Hanley Museum.
Five years is the term of apprenticeship mentioned
in the indenture, but as seven years was the usual
period allowed in such agreements, it is inferred that
Josiah had already served for some time in the pottery
when his apprenticeship commenced. Shaw, the local
historian, states that he worked as a thrower at the
early -age of eleven years; and he adds that a workman
of his day, named John Fletcher, could remember
making balls of clay for Josiah and his elder brother
Richard, both throwers, when they were seated at two
corners of a small room, and he was placed between
them.

The pottery turned out at the Churchyard Works
was of a common description, consisting chiefly of
black and mottled ware, baking dishes, pitchers, milk-
pans, porringers, and such like. Butter-pots were
made in large numbers. The butter-pot was a coarse
cylindrical vessel, about fourteen inches high, made
from the clay found in the neighbourhood of Burslem.
These pots were glazed before firing, with a mixture of
lead and manganese, and were sent on the cratemen’s
backs to every part of the adjoining country, or sold
to the higglers, who carried them from village to village
in the panniers of their donkeys.

Josiah continued to apply himself to the art of
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throwing. The thrower is the person who sits in his
shed, near the potter’s wheel, and forms by hand from
the moist clay, as it revolves, the crock, the butter-
pot, the porringer, and such like wares. A work-
man weighs a portion of clay, and hands it to the
thrower, who is seated at his revolving dise. The boy
or girl employed for the purpose turns the wheel,
which is attached to the disc by a band. The disc is
made to rotate horizontally, while the thrower, who is
seated, fashions the vessel by his hands and fingers, after
the patterns or guides before him, which have been pre-
pared for the purpose. Thus the throwing is the first and
most important operation in forming the shape of vessels.

There are other workmen employed in finishing the
ware. For instance, the Stouker, in another shed,
forms the handles of the vessels, and attaches them
while moist to the cup or porringer; while in another
shed the ware is ornamented with various coloured
slips. Thomas, to a slight extent, improved the manu-
facture, as, for example, by making moulded ware, which
was a somewhat higher branch of his business. But it
was only when Josiah began to achieve distinction that
this part of the manufacture attracted attention.
Several of his early pieces were designed chiefly for the
tea-table and the dessert service; they were moulded
very neatly in the form of pine-apples, leaves, shells,
and other natural productions. This talent he after-
wards applied in the extensive manufacture of his
famous Jasper models.
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It was observed that, though very young, Josiah
made rapid progress as a thrower. He had a remark-
able eye for proportioning the clay under his hands;
and his skill in forming the vessel on the potter’s
wheel soon attracted the admiration of his fellow-
workmen. But an unfortunate attack of a malignant
disease compelled him for a time to abandon this
department of his trade.

In 1741, when Josiah was over eleven years old,
virulent smallpox broke out in Burslem. The house in
which the Wedgwoods lived was close to the church-
yard, and the children of the family were mostly
attacked by that horrible disease. Ome of the worst
cases was that of the young thrower, who was covered
with confluent pustules from head to foot. He was
almost at death’s door, but, though he fortunately
escaped with his life, he was, long after his partial
recovery, left in a state of almost utter prostration.

One of the worst effects of the disease was the agon-
izing pain which he suffered in his right knee. Doctors
were consulted, but no application—no fomentation,
liniment, or leeching—could alleviate his suffering.
After many weeks of agony he tried to rise from his
bed, but fell back again helpless. At length he got
up and tried crutches, but found he could scarcely
walk. The pain, it is true, abated, but the knee was
comparatively useless through stiffness and deadness.
By and by, as his strength increased, he was able to
return to his work,
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His brother Thomas having already observed his
efficiency as a thrower, which had attracted the atten-
tion of his fellow-workmen, determined to attach Josiah
to his work by binding him as his apprentice. Three
years had elapsed since his entering the works, but in
his fourteenth year (11th November 1744) the ceremony
of permanently securing him was performed. The
indenture was drawn up, signed, and witnessed by him-
self, his mother, his eldest brother (the head of the
pottery works), and his two uncles, Samuel Astbury
and Abner Wedgwood.

The indenture provided that Josiah Wedgwood was
to be apprenticed to his brother for five years, and that
he was to “learn the Art, Mystery, Occupation or Im-
ployment of Throwing and Handling, which he, the
said Thomas Wedgwood, now useth, and with him as-an
Apprentice, to Dwell, Continue, and Serve,” until the
expiration of the term agreed on. The apprentice was
to be allowed his meat, drink, washing and lodging,
with suitable apparel “of all kinds, both linen and
woollen, and all other necessaries, both in sickness and
in health”; in return for which his master was to teach,
or cause him to be taught, “the art of throwing and
handling”; but nothing was said in the indenture as to
any wages to be paid to the apprentice.

The year after Josiah’s indenture was signed, in
1745, the Highland Rebellion broke out, and Prince
Charlie, at the head of a small army, had the hardihood
to invade England. They passed through Cumberland



i1 Learns his Trade 25

and the northern counties, and entering North Stafford-
shire, halted at Leek, and when they reached Bagnall
the Pretender and his staff, uninvited, breakfasted
at Justice Marshall’'s. The rebels plundered the
house, and made the Justice pay a fine of £300.
Ward, in his History, of Stoke-upon-Trent! relates the
incredible story of Justice Marshall having afterwards
caught a sick Highlander, had him flayed, and sent his
hide to be tanned for a drumhead !

The Pretender and his army reached Derby, butb
proceeded no further. In all haste they retreated to
the North. The Duke of Cumberland, with an increas-
ing army, lay for a time at Shelton and Stone. The
people of the county were apathetic, though they could
not but feel excited by the invasion of the wild moun-
taineers. The country was, however, soon cleared, and
the poor unfortunate Highlanders were eventually
trodden down at Culloden.

To return to the apprenticeship of Wedgwood. He
was now fifteen years old. His right knee still con-
tinued stiff and painful. Remedies were applied and
rest taken, but without avail. He could only sit while
at work with his right leg extended before him on
a stool. This attitude so hampered his position at
the wheel and interfered with his efficiency that
he was under the necessity of altogether abandoning
the thrower’s bench. It might be supposed by some
that this was a calamity, but in reality it proved a

1 P. 230.
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blessing. We often repine at what we call our “ill-
luck,” when, in truth, a mercy has been vouchsafed to
us. This inability to continue at the thrower’s bench
proved the turning-point of Wedgwood’s career.

The Right Honourable W. E. Gladstone, in his address
at Burslem on the founding of the Wedgwood Memorial
Institute,! feelingly observed: “Then comes the well-
known smallpox, the settling of the dregs of the disease
in the lower part of the leg, and the eventual amputa-
tion of the limb, rendering him lame for life. It is not
often that we have such palpable occasion to record our
obligations to the smallpox. But, in the wonderful
ways of Providence, that disease, which came to him as
a twofold scourge, was probably the occasion of his
subsequent excellence. It prevented him from growing
up to be the active vigorous workman, possessed of all
his limbs, and knowing right well the use of them ; but
it put him upon considering whether, as he could not
be that, he might not be something else, and something
greater. It sent his mind inwards; it drove him to
meditate upon the laws and secrets of his art. The
result was, that he arrived at a perception and grasp of
them which might, perhaps, have been envied, certainly
have been owned, by an Athenian potter. Relentless
criticism has long since torn to pieces the old legend of
King Numa receiving in a cavern, from the Nymph
Egeria, the laws which were to govern Rome. DBut no

1 Wedgwood : an Address delivered at Burslem, Staffordshire, 26th
October 1863.
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criticism can shake the record of that illness, and that
mutilation of the boy Josiah Wedgwood, which made
for him a cavern of his bedroom, and an oracle of his
own inquiring, searching, meditative, fruitful mind.”

Many years, however, elapsed before the amputation
of his right leg. In the interval he suffered severely,
yet he never relaxed his efforts to improve himself,
being still courageous, patient, and valiant, even in the
midst of tormenting pain. Being unable to pursue the
work of a Thrower, he went to the Moulder’s board.
He first turned his attention to improvements in minor
points of detail; but in course of time, as his experi-
ence became enlarged, he devised and sought out new
methods of manufacture. One of his earliest efforts
was an ornamented teapot, formed from the ochreous
clay of the district. It is still carefully preserved at
Burslem, and is known as “Josiah Wedgwood’s first
teapot.”

He next proceeded to the manufacture of ornamental
small wares, such as plates, pickle-leaves, knife-hafts,
and snuff-boxes in imitation of agate, marble, tortoise-
shell, and porphyry, which were readily disposed of to
the cutlers and hardwaremen of Sheffield and Birming-
ham. In the preparation of these objects, Wedgwood
analysed and made experiments with the various clays
of the neighbourhood ; and he endeavoured to find out
new methods of colouring them with metallic calces.
Indeed, he spent so much time on his experiments, that
his brother, who was also his master, expostulated with
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him, and exhorted him to confine himself to the beaten
track of the trade. Nevertheless, Josiah continued to
pursue his experiments as before. It was not so much
that he desired to be original, as that he resolved to
pursue his profession to the furthest limits of efficiency
and beauty.

While still in his apprenticeship, Josiah’s mother
died in 1748, and was laid beside her husband in
the churchyard at Burslem, adjoining the pottery
works. Josiah, who was now about eighteen years old,
continued to live in the same house with his brothers
and sisters, who were all older than himself, but
Josiah was the only one of the thirteen children who
arrived at any distinetion. His brother Richard, who
was five years his senior, was a thrower, and had
worked in the same room as Josiah; but, becoming
tired of the pottery trade, he left the works and enlisted
as a soldier. He went away and never returned to
Burslem. It is not altogether surprising that Richard
Wedgwood thought he could do as well as a soldier,
for the wages paid to young men at the potteries were
very small. William Fletcher, who made balls of clay
for the two brothers, was paid fourpence a week for
the first year, sixpence for the second, and ninepence
for the third.

Besides what we have said as to Josiah’s progress,
comparatively little is known of him during his ap-
prenticeship. Mr. Llewellyn Jewitt, however, says of
him : “I have heard it from those best able to know—
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from some of the oldest inhabitants of the place—that
in their boyhood, at the end of last century, they were
continually admonished by their parents and grand-
parents to be good, as Wedgwood had been, and to lead
such a life as he, as a youth, had done before them.
1t is pleasant to put this fact on record, and to hear this
kind of testimony given to the character of this great
man even when young—that he was held up to the
youth of his native place as a pattern for emulation.”

There is no doubt that during his apprenticeship he
contracted a great fondness for his business, and that
he followed it through life with an alacrity which
rendered it more like an amusement than a matter of
labour. He made himself minutely acquainted with
all the branches of the then existing art, both of those
which had, as well as those which had not as yet been
introduced into his brother’s manufactory. He not only
grounded himself in all the chemical and mechanical
parts of the potter’s art then known, but he showed a
desire to extend and develop their application. Even
at this early period he made several curious improve-
ments, and produced the first pieces, though only small
ones by way of specimen, of the afterwards celebrated
cream-coloured or Queen’s Ware.

To us, who look back on Josiah Wedgwood’s suc-
cessful career in early life, it is surprising that his own
family should have failed to recognise the value of his
energy and perseverance, and that he should have been
driven to seek encouragement for his talents at the
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hands of strangers. But it must be remembered that
at the time when Thomas Wedgwood succeeded to his
father’s business the pottery trade of Staffordshire was
an insignificant manufacture compared with what it
became during Josiah’s lifetime.

Nor was it any fault of Thomas Wedgwood’s that
he could not look into the future and foretell the value
of his brother’s abilities, or foresee the rising tide of
success in the pottery trade. He knew the modest but
fairly sure lines upon which his ancestors had worked,
and he was doubtless influenced by older relatives in
the determination he arrived at, not to risk in uncertain
ventures the slender provision left to help so large a
family out into the world. Josiah was, therefore, in-
formed that he must take his speculative schemes
elsewhere, as the family property was not to be placed
by him in any sort of jeopardy.
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practical potter, but had been a tradesman at Newcastle-
under-Lyme, supplied the capital, while Wedgwood
supplied the brains. The principal wares he made were
mottled earthenware, knife-handles in imitation of agate
and various kinds of tortoise-shell and marble. These
were mostly sold to hardware-makers at Sheffield and
Birmingham.

The arrangement did not last very long, for after
two years, Harrison, who wished to appropriate to
himself the larger share of the profits, went out of
the firm, and Thomas Whieldon came in. The manu-
factory had been carried on at the top of Stoke, in
what had been Mr. Alferson’s pottery. After the
separation of Wedgwood and Harrison, the latter failed.
His cupidity had not served him. Mr. Josiah Spode
bought his works at Stoke, pulled them down, and
erected cottages in their stead.

Mr. Whieldon, with whom Wedgwood now entered
into partnership, was one of the most eminent potters
of his day. It was of great advantage to Wedgwood
to be connected with a man of so excellent a character
and of such superior business habits. Whieldon’s
works were situated at Fenton Hall, near Stoke. The
partnership began in 1754, and was to last for five
years. Wedgwood was bound to introduce the secrets
of the trade, and to practise them for the benefit of the
firm.

One of his principal productions was a new Green
earthenware, having the smoothness and appearance of
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glass. Dessert services were made of this ware; the
plates were moulded in the form of leaves, and were
beautifully ornamented.

Wedgwood also made toilet vessels, snuff-boxes, and
other articles coloured in imitation of precious stones
for mounting on metal. The London jewellers, regarding
these articles as entirely original, and the production of
some new and valuable discovery, appreciated them
accordingly, and sold them in considerable quantities.

Wedgwood’s right leg and knee still tormented him.
He was often confined to his room, and quite unable to
attend to the business of the manufactory. But the
work must necessarily go forward, and as he was
the managing partner, and the men must be occu-
pied in manufacturing the earthenware so much in
demand, he was under the necessity of revealing the
knowledge of his mixtures and glazes to the principal
foreman of the works. Thus the secret of his inven-
tions became known, and the production of the green
earthenware soon became a general manufacture in the
neighbourhood.

Josiah Spode, afterwards a distinguished potter, was
apprenticed in his boyhood to Whieldon and Wedg-
wood. In accordance with the low rate of wages which
then prevailed he was at first paid 2s. 6d. a week; and
when he became a journeyman, he was paid 7s. a week.
The turners, and throwers, and firers, were paid 8s. a
week.

Very few manuscripts are preserved relating to the

D
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period of Josiah’s partnership with Harrison and
Whieldon. There is, however, a small green pocket-
book containing memoranda in Josiah’s writing, of
orders under the dates 1752-1753, from which may be
gathered a notion of the wares then produced. These
are chiefly of the useful kind, such as blue-flowered
cups and saucers,—ash colour, cream colour, or tortoise-
shell teapots,—bason bowls, plates, and image toys.
There is also in the same notebook a list of debts due
in London, and dated 9th April 1753, amounting to
£291:12:7,

Another set of balance-sheets for the year 1757 is
also in existence, which refers only to a portion of the
firm’s sales; and it shows a steady increase in business
throughout the year. In the month of January the
profits are entered at £3 :16 : 7 ; in the month of May
they amount to £28 odd; and in the month of October
to £36 odd. The expenses of production are entered
on one side of the book, such as clay, coals, wages,
saggers, painting, journeys, postage, and such like ;
and on the opposite sheet is a list of the tradesmen
who bought the ware. ‘

Among the Wedgwood manuscripts are a series of
books, some being rough memoranda in the handwriting
of Josiah Wedgwood, and others, fair copies by Mr.
Chisholm, in which are recorded a series of Wedgwood’s
experiments in pottery fabrics. The first volume opens
thus : — “This suite of experiments was begun at
Fenton Hall, in the parish of Stoke-upon-Trent, about
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the beginning of the year 1759, in my partnership with
Mr. Whieldon, for the improvement of our manufacture
of earthenware, which at that time stood in great need
of it,—the demand for our goods decreasing daily, and
the trade being universally complained of as being bad
and in a declining condition.

“White stoneware (viz. with salt glaze) was the
principal article of our manufacture; but this had been
made a long time, and the prices were now reduced
so low that the potters could not afford to bestow
much expense upon it, or make it so good in any re-
spect as the ware would otherwise admit of; and with
regard to elegance of form, that was an object very little
attended to.

“The article next in consequence to stoneware was
an imitation of tortoise-shell, but as no improvement
had been made in this branch for several years, the con-
sumer had grown nearly tired of it; and though the
price had been lowered from time to time in order to
increase the sale, the expedient did not answer, and
something new was wanted to give a little spirit to the
business.

“I had already made an imitation of Agate which
was esteemed beautiful, and made a considerable im-
provement, but people were surfeited with wares of these
various colours. These considerations induced me to
try for some more solid improvement, as well in the
body as the glazes, the colours, and the forms of the
articles of our manufacture. I saw the field was
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spacious, and the soil so good as to promise ample
recompense to any one who should labour diligently in
its cultivation.

“In the following experiments I have expressed the
materials by mumbers, which in this instance are a
species of shorthand, and saved much writing. They
have also the advantage of not being intelligible, with-
out the key, to any person who might happen to take
up the book, which is often, in the course of making
the experiments, unavoidably exposed to such an acci-
dent.”

Then follows the key to the cipher, giving the
numbers and letters employed in noting the experi-
ments. These represent the nature and quantity of the
materials, the degrees of heat to which they had been
exposed, together with miscellaneous observations, con-
clusions, and hints for further inquiry.

“The degrees of heat,” says Wedgwood, “in my
former books, were expressed by the different ovens, and
the different parts of them where the experiment pieces
had been fired in. @. O. signifies the gloss oven ; B. O.
the biscuit oven; W. O.the white oven ; and the letters
B. M. T. prefixed to these mean the bottom, middle, and
top of the respective ovens. 7. B. 0. means the highest
part of the biscuit oven in which we put ware. It is
below the top of the chimneys or flues, called bags by
the potters; and 7. 7. B. O. signifies the uppermost
sagger of the pile, except the one with which it is
covered.
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“No other means than the above were at that time
known, not only of communicating to any other person,
but of preserving to myself, any idea of that very
essential circumstance in experiments of this kind, the
degree of heat to which the materials were exposed.
But having lately invented a thermometer for measuring
the higher degrees of heat, as far as we can go above
ignition, the heats made use of in the several experi-
ments are now expressed in the degrees of that ther-
mometer.”

The first record of experiments bears the date of
15th February 1759, and continues for several years.
They are systematically and minutely set down in the
beautiful handwriting of Mr. Chisholm, and would
doubtless be of great interest to any scientific potter.
Sometimes observations are introduced at the sides of
the record, such as:—*“This merits further trial; Try
it again”; “Coloured clays often proved in knife
handles” ; “Colours to paint agate on -the outside of
the glaze after it is laid on the ware and before it is
fired ”; “The crucible broke, try it again.”

Under the date of 13th February 1759, at Fenton,
Wedgwood writes :—*Trial for a blue to lay upon the
biscuit ware along with other colours to imitate agate
and tortoise-shell.” Again, on the 23rd March 1759,
while trying for glazes, he writes : “This is the com-
position of Bow China, but I am not certain of the
proportions.” Also: “This is the result of many experi-
ments which I have made in order to introduce a new
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species of coloured ware, to be fired along with the
tortoise-shell and agate in our common gloss ovens.”
He also records, at Fenton, 28th March 1760 :— Trial
for a cutting colour to trace flower, etc., upon plain
biscuit ware and to bear a lead gloss laid over it.” And
again : “Trials for red China. Agate paint for spouts
and handles to prevent colour from running down the
teapot; very good results.”

In another portion of his record, Wedgwood refers to
his green glaze, which, he says, “is to be laid on
common or cream colour biscuit ware. This is the
ordinary copper-green glaze of the dessert services.” In
the remarks column, he says: “This is the result of
many experiments which I made in order to introduce
a new species of coloured ware to be fired along with
the tortoise-shell or agate ware in our common gloss
ovens, to be of an even self colour, and laid upon the
ware in the form of a coloured glaze.”

We have been thus particular in recording the early
experiments of Wedgwood while a partner with
Harrison and Whieldon. They will doubtless be found
tedious reading to many, but it is necessary to give the
extracts from his record books in order to show the
pains which he took, by his early and careful experi-
ments, to revive the pottery trade, then in a state of
great depression. They will show that Josiah’s future
prosperity was not the result of “ chance,” but of steady
and persevering application. Every experiment was
carefully recorded. He would not trust to his memory,






CHAPTER V
WEDGWOOD BEGINS BUSINESS FOR HIMSELF

Ox the conclusion of his partnership with Whieldon,
Wedgwood set up for himself a small manufactory at
his native village of Burslem, in a pottery known as The
Ivy Works. The site of these works is now partly occu-
pied by the Burslem Market Place and Municipal
offices. The exact date of Wedgwood’s commencing
business on his own account is not known ; but it
must have been after the month of March 1760, as
the record of experiments above cited contains an entry
dated “ Fenton, 28th March 1760.”

However this may be, it is clear that Wedgwood
had started in business at Burslem in 1760, and the
probability is, that he was enabled to do so by means
of the savings he had made in the partnership with
Whieldon, as well as of the small legacy which he
had inherited from his father. He was now thirty
years of age. We have seen how careful and observ-
ant he had been as a young man, and how desirous
he was of advancing the manufacture to which he



cuar.v Wedgwood begins Business for Himself 41

had devoted himself. Though his means were incon-
siderable, he thought that he might not only make the
ends meet, but perhaps he might eventually make a
mark during his lifetime in the development of the art
of pottery.

The constant pain he had suffered from his injured
knee had in many respects been a sore hindrance and
disadvantage ; but by curtailing his bodily powers,
and keeping him often confined to his bed, it had
produced increased activity of mind. He never allowed
himself to be idle, and he had read much, and thought
more.

He borrowed books from his friends, and read them
assiduously,—especially those which bore upon his
favourite art. He also improved himself in arithmetic,
geography, and the knowledge of English. Some of
the books which he borrowed, especially those upon
chemistry and the mixture and combination of clays,
he copied in his own hand, for purposes of reference.
When he had gained some strength and found himself
sufficiently well to be able to rise and move about,
he began a series of experiments with the clays of the
neighbourhood ; and he thus commenced a course of
technical practical education, which proved of the
greatest value to him in after life.

When he commenced business for himself at Burs-
lem, Wedgwood rented a portion of the Ivy House and
Works from his distant cousins John and Thomas
Wedgwood. The rental was only £10 a year,—the
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working premises consisting of two kilns, a few tile-
covered sheds and rooms, and the adjoining Ivy-covered
cottage.

‘Among the hands whom he employed was his
second cousin Thomas Wedgwood, who was engaged as
a journeyman for five years at the wages of £22 a
year, or at the rate of about 8s. 6d. a week. Thomas
had been a potter at the Worcester works, and brought
with him the knowledge of the art which he had ac-
quired at that important manufactory.

Wedgwood had other workmen, though they were
comparatively few in number. Indeed, he had con-
siderable difficulty with these workmen, who were
wedded to their own ways, and could scarcely be
brought into conformity with their new master’s modes
of workmanship. It was only by his own personal in-
fluence that Wedgwood succeeded in moulding them to
his own methods, for he himself conducted in person
the production of every article that proceeded from his
works. He made his own models, superintended the
firing of the ware, and was constantly employed in
the various departments of the pottery manufacture.
In doing so, he overcame to a large extent the
trammels of his bodily afflictions. :

At first he devoted himself more particularly to the
ordinary classes of ware which formed the staple pro-
ductions of the district; but by carefulness in the
manufacture, he gradually acquired a reputation which
led to a considerable increase in his trade. He con-



v Wedgwood begins Business for Himself 43

tinued also to make his green glazed ware, his tortoise-
shell and tinted snuff-boxes, his perforated dessert plates,
which soon obtained considerable celebrity. He in-
troduced his white medallions, in which he eventually
achieved great celebrity, and began to ornament his
ware with flowers and foliage, sometimes gilt and some-
times coloured, always striving at something new and
original.

He prided himself upon his own specially-designed
tea-services, in which the different vessels were formed
and coloured to represent joints and vegetables, just
as Bernard Palissy had done in France at an early
period of his earthenware manufacture. These novelties
proved so attractive that they had a very large sale;
and the other pottery manufacturers—always watching
with interest the new designs of Wedgwood—at once
imitated them, and they very soon led to a large in-
crease in the trade of the district. Wedgwood also
began his works in relief, such as storks fishing, or
ducks casting water into a fountain from their bills,
and many other devices.

His connection and reputation rapidly increasing, he
found it necessary to increase his establishment, and to
employ additional hands. He hired some new works
and furnaces not far from the Ivy House, on the site now
partly occupied by the Wedgwood Institute. As his
health improved, he was able to devote himself more
zealously to his rapidly-growing enterprises. The land-
lord of his new premises was Mr. John Bourne, and



44 Jostak Wedgwood CHAP.

Wedgwood continued to be his tenant until his removal
from Burslem.

The new premises were called the Brickhouse Works,
though they were afterwards known among the work-
men as the Bell Works. The reason of this sobriquet
was as follows:—The potters had been summoned to
their labours by sounding - a blast on a cow’s
horn. The sound did not travel very far; and
the workmen used to loiter lazily into the works
Jjust as they pleased,—everything apparently going
on in a very indifferent manner. But Wedgwood
adopted a better plan. He erected a cupola contain-
ing a loud Bell, the sound of which travelled very
far, and thus the working people were called more
rapidly together.

One of Wedgwood’s principal difficulties, as with all
employers in those days, was the management and dis-
cipline of his workmen. They were irregular in their
habits, disposed to be lazy, and there was a consequent
want of order in the workrooms. Their drunkenness
was one of the greatest difficulties he had to contend
against. But Wedgwood had infinite patience. He
made himself the workmen’s friend in many ways. He
counselled them to save their earnings for the benefit
of themselves and their families. By slow degrees he
won their gratitude and affection. He enlightened
their judgment, and the wisest of them became his best
friends. One of his best arguments was the success of
his undertakings. The men saw his fresh enterprises
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turning into gold, and they were not likely to hinder
what was obviously to their advantage as well as his
own. Thus order and discipline at length prevailed in
the management of the works.

At the period when Wedgwood began business for
himself, the workmanship of the potters was in a very
low condition as to style. The machinery used con-
sisted mainly of the potter’s wheel and the common
turning lathe ; while the chief tools used were little
better than a few cutting-knives. Wedgwood, with his
nicety. of feeling, and his determination to do every
piece of work in the best possible manner, introduced
many new tools and appliances. He instructed his
men individually in their use, and sought to form them,
as it were, after his own model. He taught them the
use of the new tools, and personally superintended
everything, from the clay on the wheel to the final
firing and decoration of the ware. His workmen had
been brought up on the old lines, making rude pottery,
with insufficient appliances. Compare the refinement
of materials, the delicate accuracy of form, and the soft
texture of one of Wedgwood’s Queen’s ware pieces,
with the rough pansion-mug wares generally in vogue
when he commenced his operations, and it will at once
be apparent that vast strides had been made amongst
his workpeople while passing from the old style to
the new.

One of Wedgwood’s greatest difficulties was in con- "
structing his firing kilns. Repeated failures were most
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disheartening, and he was almost as much distressed
as. Bernard Palissy was in his search for the enamel,
though he did not, like him, require to burn up his
furniture in order to keep his furnaces in sufficient
heat. The precarious activity of fire, and the inequality
of its force, even in different parts of the same kiln, are
formidable impediments. Common wares admit of con-
siderable latitude in the heat, and in an established
manufactory, experience enables an attentive workman
to regulate the fire pretty successfully.

But in wares of an improved kind this cannot be
done. In all the porcelains and fine wares, whose
qualities depend essentially upon a certain degree of
semi-vitrifaction, the hazard is very great. Even in the
heat that is just sufficient for the perfection of the ware,
it receives such a softness and flexibility, that large
vessels, necessary for the use of the dining-table, bend
and alter their form in the kiln by their own weight,
and a little increase of fire runs the whole into a
vitreous mass.

When Wedgwood began to make fine ware for the
table, his repeated failures with his furnaces were most
disastrous. The labour and expense of a month were
destroyed in a few hours. One kiln had to be pulled
down, and another built up; the new one also found
defective, from circumstances which could not have been
foreseen; the correction of an error in one quarter
followed by another elsewhere. Yet he conquered by
dint of observation and experience; after losing much
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money, time, and labour, it is true ; but he would not
be baulked. The improvement of pottery became his
passion; and at length success crowned his indomit-
able efforts.

He spent his evenings, and a considerable portion of
his nights, in scheming and designing the works of the
succeeding day. Like Napoleon, he held that nothing
was “impossible.”  After contriving everything, he
declared that it “must be done,” let what might stand
in the way. His workmen began to believe in him;
and eventually succeeded in fulfilling his strongly-
desired objects. They helped him with his kilns, his
drying pans, his tools, and the other apparatus which
he contrived from time to time, to carry out the
improvements in his new manufactures. His decision
of mind was ready to encounter and overcome any
situation of difficulty, while his indomitable persever-
ance and unfailing resource communicated themselves
to his subordinates and inspired them with a genuine
interest in their work.

But it was not his evenings only that occupied his
mind with designing and contriving the methods of
work for the ensuing day. He contracted a habit of
thinking during the night over all that had occurred
during the day that had passed ; and of all that he had
to accomplish in the coming day—his kilns, his tools,
his wares, or his models. He usually surmounted his
difficulties before the return of the morning, when he
was up and ready to go on with his labours. When
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his friend Brindley, the engineer, had a difficult problem
to solve, he lay in bed for one, two, or even three days,
until he had effectually designed his plan, and then he
would rise and carry out his work, from memory only ;
but Wedgwood could not leave his workmen for days
together. He must rise, proceed to the works, and
superintend their daily operations.

But he felt the inconvenience of this custom of
thinking during the night in the advanced period of his
life ; because if any matter of business occupied his
mind before he went to rest, it was sure to deprive him
of sleep for the greater part of the night. Wedgwood
had always a very active mind; but this activity
eventually proved an obstacle to his bodily health,
which was never very robust nor vigorous.

One of Wedgwood’s early friends was Matthew
Boulton of Soho, near Birmingham. Wedgwood was
accustomed to supply Boulton with vases, snuff-boxes,
and other articles to be mounted by the mechanics of
Birmingham, and made ready for the market. On one
occasion Boulton wrote to Wedgwood that he admired
his vases so much that he “almost wished to be a
potter” ; but he was satisfied with mounting in metal
the vases which Wedgwood had made.

Boulton was a man of great practical genius, as
well as an excellent organiser. By his skill and energy
he had completed and organised a splendid manufactory
at Soho, which was the admiration of every man of
business. Wedgwood, knowing this, had consulted
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Boulton as to the management of his own rapidly ex-
tending business, not only at Burslem, but afterwards
at Etruria ; and the two became, as will afterwards be
seen, exceedingly intimate friends and correspondents.

With every day’s reflection and experience, Wedg-
wood’s industry, energy, and taste improved. His great
ambition was to rival the works of the Etruscans, and
to raise the Staffordshire potters’ art far above the then
standard of excellence, and to rival not only the costly
earthenware of foreign countries, but that of long past
ages. Hence the extreme skill, intelligence, and taste
which he brought to bear upon every branch of his
native and favourite art.

It was not merely in objects of taste that Wedg-
wood endeavoured to excel, but also in objects of com-
mon use. It was at the Bell Works that he turned his
attention more especially to the fine and delicate
descriptions of earthenware which shortly after earned
for him the proud distinction of “ Queen’s Potter.”
The results of his close and incessant occupation, and of
his endless experiments as to the properties of clays,
kaolin, carbonate of barytes, and such like, led to the
production of many marvellous kinds of ware, and to
the beauty of finish which characterised them, such as
are to be rarely equalled at the present day.

Mr. Gladstone truly said, in his éloge of Wedgwood
at Burslem, that his specialty lay in the adaptation of
every object to its proper end. *His most signal and
characteristic merit lay in the firmness and fulness

E
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with which he perceived the true law of what we term
Industrial Art, or, in other words, of the application of
the higher Art to Industry; the law which teaches us
to aim first at giving to every object the greatest
possible degree of fitness and convenience for its pur-
pose, and next at making it the vehicle of the highest
degree of Beauty which, compatibly with that of fitness
and convenience, it will bear; which does not substitute
the secondary for the primary end, but which re-
cognises, as part of the business of production, the study
to harmonise the two, To have a strong grasp of the
principle, and to work it out to its results in the details
of a vast and varied manufacture, is a praise high
enough for any man at any time and at any place. But
it was higher and more peculiar, as T think, in the
case of Wedgwood, than in almost any other case
it could be. For that truth of Art, which he saw
so clearly, and which lies at the root of excellence,
was one of which England, his country, has not usually
had a perception at all corresponding in strength and
fulness with her other rare endowments. She has long
taken a lead among the nations of Europe for the
cheapness of her manufactures: not so for their beauty.
And if the day shall ever come, when she shall be
as eminent in true taste, as she is now in economy
of production, my belief is that that result will prob-
ably be due to no other single man in so great a
degree as to Wedgwood.” !

1 Wedgwood : an Address, by the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone.



v Wedewood begins Bustuness for Himself 51

Though Wedgwood’s time was almost fully occupied
with his own concerns, he yet found leisure to attend
to the improvement of the roads leading to and from
Burslem, which were then in a villainous condition.
It was before the days of Macadam, and the hollow
lanes were narrow, tortuous, miry, and in all ways
abominable. Stones were thrown in by passers-by at
the deepest places; but there was no such thing as
local superintendence. The trade of the district, it is
true, was not very great; but, under the influence of
Wedgwood, it was rapidly increasing. The population
of the pottery districts was only about 7000 in 1760,
the year when Wedgwood began business on his own
account ; but the growing and expanding trade could
only be encouraged by improving the condition of the
roads and byways.

The principal materials used in the manufacture
of the best kinds of pottery were brought from con-
siderable distances ; flint stones from the south-eastern
parts of England, and the best kinds of porcelain
clay from Devonshire and Cornwall. The flints were
brought by sea to Hull, and the finer clay to Liver-
pool. Considerable quantities of clay were also con-
veyed in boats up the Severn to Bridgnorth and
Bewdley, whence the materials were conveyed, chiefly
on pack-horses, to the villages in the potteries, where
they were worked up into earthenware.

The manufactured articles were returned for con-
sumption and export in the same rude manner. Crates
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of earthenware were slung across the backs of horses or
donkeys, and sent off to their respective destinations.
They were subject to breakage and pilferage; and often
the poor brutes fell down in the miry and narrow ways,
and a whole crateful of ware was smashed. Even
when the ware reached its destination, the cost of
transport was very heavy. The lowest charge was
eight shillings a ton for ten miles. The result of this
difficulty of transporting the ware was to restrict in
an immense degree the distribution and consumption
of the lower-priced articles in common use. The same
obstacles prevented the conveyance of salt, an indis-
pensable article, which reached almost a fabulous
price by the time it was sold some two or three
counties distant. All other articles of consumption—
woollen, corn, coal, lime, and ironstone—were con-
veyed in the same way, on the backs of pack-horses,
and thus living was rendered very expensive, and
agriculture and industry of all kinds were seriously im-
peded and hindered.

This great evil of the want of road communica-
tion weighed heavily, not only upon the industry,
but upon the civilisation of the district; and this fact,
recognised by Wedgwood at an early period of his
career, drew his attention to the state of the highways.
He took the leading part in promoting an application
to Parliament for powers to repair and widen the road
from the Red Bull at Lawton in Cheshire to the Cliff
Bank in Staffordshire. Such a line of road, if formed,
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would run right through the centre of the potteries,
and fall at either end into a turnpike road.

The bill was not, however, obtained without con-
siderable difficulty. It was violently opposed by the
inhabitants of Newcastle-under-Lyme, on the ground
that the proposed new road would enable the pack-
horses and carts to travel north and south without
passing through their town. The public-house keepers
acted as if they had a vested interest in the atrocious
badness of the roads and lanes. Their business would
be destroyed, and hence they opposed the bill. The
bill was passed in a modified form, whereby the road was
curtailed at the south end, and stopped short at
Burslem. This was, no doubt, something gained, but
it was not enough ; and through communication must
be established in some way between the north and
south. It was not until the Grand Trunk Canal was
projected—in the promotion of which Wedgwood took
a leading part—that he was able to carry out his
intentions to the fullest extent. But the deserip-
tion of this great enterprise is reserved to a succeeding
chapter.



CHAPTER VI
IMPROVEMENT OF WARE—FRIENDSHIP WITH BENTLEY

WEDGWO0OD continued to improve his useful ware
with his usual insight and perseverance. His most
important manufacture was his cream ware, which
was greatly in demand. He improved its body, its
glaze, and its form, and was indefatigable in his
efforts to obtain the best specimens of eastern and
continental ware, as models for imitation, as well as
to improve their form and ornamentation.

It is hardly to be wondered at that he paid the
penalty of most original minds, and that his products
were imitated by Boulton of Soho and by other workers
in metal. They were sought for with eagerness by the
porcelain manufacturers on the continent, and were
even sent to China as patterns for the potters there.
Wedgwood did not approve of this exportation; he
was of opinion that if the oriental porcelain was
made in forms better suited for European tables, it
would materially injure the sale of English earthen-
ware in home as well as foreign markets.
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About this time Wedgwood adapted that curious
machine, the Engine lathe, for the improvement of
pottery. Before his time the potter’s lathe was very
primitive in its construction; it was merely used for
paring down any inequalities of surface. Wedgwood’s
attention was first drawn to the engine lathe by
Plumier’s I’ Art de Tourner ; he had the book translated
for him. The machine had hitherto been employed for
turning in wood, ivory, and metal. The possessor of
one in London refused to admit Wedgwood for a few
minutes where one of them was at work, without pay-
ment of five guineas. ‘

This, however, was not sufficient. Wedgwood had the
good fortune to meet with the celebrated Mr. Taylor of
Birmingham, who had made the lathe instrumental in
greatly improving various branches of metallic manufac-
tures. Wedgwood and he had many conferences together,
and the Burslem potter profited greatly by Taylor’s
mastery in practical detail. The latter undertook to
make a machine turning lathe for Wedgwood, who
was so ardent in the business that he would not quit
the place until he had got the machine finished; and
he brought it home with him, together with a person
instructed in the manner of using it. This was in the
year 1763. Under Wedgwood’s hands this machine be-
came a most important tool. His first application of it
was to the red porcelain, which, being of a close texture
and without glaze, was well suited to receive and
retain a sharpness in the work. He afterwards applied
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it to decorate the vases which he made in Queen’s
ware.

In the same year (1763) Wedgwood invented a
species of earthenware for the table, of a fine and dur-
able body, covered with a rich and brilliant glaze, and
able to bear sudden vicissitudes of heat and cold with-
out injury. As it was manufactured with ease and
expedition, it was sold cheap, and as it possessed, with
the novelty of its appearance, every requisite quality
for the purposes intended, it came quickly into general
estimation and use. To this manufacture the Queen
was pleased to give her name and patronage, command-
ing it to be called “ Queen’s Ware,” and honouring the
inventor by appointing him Her Majesty’s potter.
The ware is composed of the whitest clays from Dorset,
Devon, Cornwall, and other places, mixed with a due
proportion of ground flint. The pieces are fired twice,
and the glaze is applied after the first firing, in the
same manner as on porcelain. The glaze is a vitreous
composition of flint and other white earthy bodies, with
an addition of white lead for the flux, analogous to
common flint glass; so that when prepared in per-
fection, the vase may be considered as covered over
with real flint glass. “ The compound,” says the author
of the Art of Pottery, “being mixed with water to a
proper consistence, the pieces after the first firing are
separately dipped in it. Being somewhat bibulous they
drink in a quantity of mere water; and the powder
which was united with that portion of the water
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remains adherent, uniformly all over their surface, so
as to become, by the second firing, a coat of perfect
glass.”

In order to supply the increasing demand for his
wares, Wedgwood opened an office in London, and
appointed his elder brother John to conduct the
business. e had also an agent in Liverpool, to whom
the flints and clay from Dorset and Devon were con-
signed, and who also superintended the export of
Wedgwood’s manufactured ware to foreign countries,
especially to North America, where he found a rapidly-
increasing market. Wedgwood had occasionally to
visit Liverpool in order to see his agent, and inspect
the import and export of his goods.

While at Liverpool on one occasion, he became
aware of a device recently invented there, by which the’
decoration of his cream ware might be greatly im-
proved. The history of this accidental invention may
be thus briefly stated. Mr. John Sadler had com-
menced business as a printer at Liverpool in 1743, and
it is said that the first idea of applying the art of print-
ing to the manufacture of pottery occurred to him when
seeing some children sticking waste prints upon their
dolls’ houses. He adopted the same method, fired some
pottery and found the prints burnt into the ware.
The application of ‘this discovery led to a partnership
between Sadler and Green, and they took steps for
taking out a patent.

It is not known at what date they became acquainted



58 Jostal Wedgwood CHAP.

with Wedgwood, but it is certain that they were in
active business communication with him in 1761-2,
The system pursued was, that Wedgwood forwarded by
carrier to the partner’s print works at Liverpool a large
quantity of his cream-coloured pottery, which they
bought from him out and out; and they subsequently
resold it to him after they had decorated the ware with
their transfer designs. This complicated mode of pro-
cedure could not go on for long, and at length Wedg-
wood bought the right of making the transfers about
the year 1763.

One of Sadler’s letters to Wedgwood, dated 27th
March 1763, shows that he possessed some knowledge
of his art. “ We have now,” he said, “which you have
not seen, a fine landscape, a new Queen, a Mason’s
Arms, with Pitt and Granby engraved on paper for
quarto. . . . A landscape, for instance, has the fore-
ground very strong, buildings and distance a little
lighter.” After Wedgwood was able to transfer the
engravings to his ware, his name found its way into
some of the political lampoons and squibs which the wits
of the day threw off unmercifully at the leading members
of the government. One of them, alluding to spittoons
and other vessels bearing the head of William Pitt! is
to be found in the “ Asylum for Fugitive Pieces,” got
together by John Almon, where an irregular ode, said

1 This must have been in 1763 when Pitt was virtually Prime
Minister, and before he was created Earl of Chatham. Thurlow was
then in opposition, but was afterwards appointed Lord High Chancellor
in 1778.
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to be by Edward Lord Thurlow, afterwards Lord High
Chancellor of Great Britain, is contained :

“TLo! Wedgwood, too, waves his Pitt-pots on high !
 Exposing the points where the bottoms, yet dry,
The visage immaculate bear !

Let Wedgwood be d~——d, and his ware.

“I am told that a scoundrel of a potter, one Mr.
Wedgwood, is making 10,000 spitting-pots, and other
vile utensils, with a figure of Mr. Pitt in the bottom.
Round the head is to be a motto—

We will spit

On Mr. Pitt.
And other such d
different vessels.”

In the midst of all these occupations and growing
responsibilities, Wedgwood was incessantly tormented
by the old and incurable ailment in his knee, which
had never left him since his attack of smallpox.

d rhymes suited to the uses of the

Though a most active man, he was always distressed
when moving about. A skilful surgeon was called
in, and applied some sedative poultices; but the relief
given proved only temporary.

At length Wedgwood, notwithstanding the pain which
it caused him, felt that he must make one of his journeys
to Liverpool. He set out on horseback, but while passing
through one of the narrow lanes his knee was crushed
while trying to avoid one of the wheels of a cart com-
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ing from the opposite direction. He nevertheless rode
on to Liverpool, but when he arrived there, although
scarcely able to stand, he somehow contrived, with help,
to stumble up to his bedroom. Inflammation set in,
and threatened a prolonged illness. A surgeon was
sent for, and after giving him some relief, and reducing
the inflammation, ordered him to remain in bed. This
enforced inactivity was a sore trial to one who anxiously
desired to be at Burslem looking after his various works
and workmen.

Dr. Turner, who attended Wedgwood, was himself a
man of accomplishments. Besides being a good surgeon,
he was an excellent chemist, a classical scholar, and a
man of artistic taste. His interest in his patient led
him, when he had sufficiently recovered, to bring to his
room and introduce to him many of his own personal
friends. Among those who were thus introduced to
Wedgwood, was a gentleman of much intelligence, an
excellent conversationist, and of a most agreeable
manner. This was Thomas Bentley, then a Liverpool
agent and merchant, who had travelled on the con-
tinent, and knew many foreign languages, especially
French and Italian. On his return to England he
settled at Liverpool, and married Hannah Oates, but
she died within two years, and her elder sister managed
Bentley’s household. Eventually he took Mr. James
Boardman as a partner into his firm. Wedgwood was
attracted by him from the first. Their acquaintance
ripened into friendship, then into brotherly affection.
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Wedgwood envied Bentley’s remarkable powers—his
knowledge, his intellect, and his artistic attainments.

Bentley visited Wedgwood as long as he remained
at the Dale Street Inn in Liverpool. He cheered him
up, and endeavoured to console him for his temporary
loss of liberty. They used the pipe of peace and
smoked together. They talked about science, religion,
politics, pottery, the improvement of the roads and
canals, and, indeed, upon all manner of subjects.
Even poetry was not neglected. Bentley was a great
admirer of Thomson’s poems, and infected Wedgwood
with his love of nature, and especially with his poem
on “ Liberty.” Bentley was himself of a literary turn,
and had contributed articles to the Gentleman’s Magazine
and the Monthly Review. He had written out an essay
on “Female Education,” still in manuscript, part of
which he read aloud to the infinite satisfaction of his
friend the master potter.

So soon as Wedgwood could move about with the
help of his crutches, Bentley introduced him to some of
his more intimate friends,—to the Heywoods, always a
potent name in Liverpool,—to Dr. Priestley, then residing
at Warrington,—to Dr. Aikin and his accomplished and
beautiful daughter Laetitia, afterwards Mrs. Barbauld,—
to the Seddons, the Percivals, and the Eyes, with other
notabilities of Liverpool.

In due course Wedgwood was able to travel; he
returned to Burslem in a chaise, the roads being now
sufficiently improved to allow him to travel by that
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means of conveyance. Then his correspondence with
Bentley began, and it lasted as long as Bentley lived.
The two unbosomed themselves to each other. Their
hearts beat in unison. Every thought that passed
through their minds was set down in writing, and duly
communicated by post. Their friendship and affection
grew rapidly. Every sorrow and joy, every difficulty
and success, were imparted to each other with manly
frankness.

The first letter that Wedgwood wrote to Bentley on
his arrival at Burslem was the following (15th May
1762) :—«There is not a day that passes but I reflect
with a pleasing gratitude upon the many kind offices
I received in my confinement in your hospitable town.
My good doctor, and you in particular, have my warmest
gratitude for the share you both had in promoting my
recovery, and I know he is too well acquainted with
the influence of a good flow of spirits upon the whole
animal economy to refuse you your share of merit in
this instance.”

Amongst other things that occurred during Wedg-
wood’s stay in Liverpool was the appointment of
Bentley as Wedgwood’s agent, to superintend the arrival
of the potter’s material for conveyance to Burslem, and
the export of his wares to foreign countries. Hence the
letters between them are full of instruction and advice
as. to the business in hand. Every letter was full
of gratitude and hearty friendship. As we shall after-
wards see from their correspondence, this intercourse
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was honourable to both; and perhaps there is nothing
finer in commercial communications than the warm and
cordial intercourse between these two memorable men.

Wedgwood was very busy after his return to Burslem.
There were long arrears of correspondence to overtake ;
there were still many orders to execute, and in their
fulfilment Wedgwood’s presence was quite indispensable.
There were the experiments on various clays to con-
tinue with a view to further improvement, and there
was all manner of chemical analyses to pursue in order
to test the knowledge he had acquired at Liverpool.
He could not leave Burslem even for a day. To his
friend Bentley he wrote: “I am tied down to this
rugged potmaking spot of earth, and cannot leave at
present without suffering for it.”

Wedgwood took no important step without con-
sulting Bentley, who on his side was always ready to
reply to him with confidence and zeal. He many times
visited Burslem, and Wedgwood returned his visits to
Liverpool. At length he insisted on Bentley becoming
his partner. On removing his works from Burslem,
Wedgwood built a house for Bentley’s accommodation.
But Bentley never occupied it, as his services were
found to be more valuable in London, the most im-
portant centre of Wedgwood’s business arrangements.



CHAPTER VII
WEDGWOOD'S MARRIAGE

WEeDGwooD had arrived at the age of thirty-four before
he united himself to a woman who was well worthy of
his noble character. Yet he had long loved her. The
lady was Sarah Wedgwood, daughter of Richard Wedg-
wood, who had settled at Spen Green in Cheshire, and
made a considerable fortune as a cheese-factor. Richard
had two children, a son and a daughter. The son died
early, and the daughter became his heiress.

The families were remotely connected. Richard
occasionally visited Burslem, taking his daughter on a
pillion behind him after the old fashion. His purpose
on those occasions was to see his brothers, the sons of
Aaron Wedgwood of the Big House. Thus the ac-
quaintance of Josiah and Sarah began, and grew until
it became a true love affair.

The young lady had received an excellent education.
She was agreeable, cheerful, handsome, and beautiful.
No wonder that Josiah was attracted by her, not only by
her personal appearance, but by her keen and accurate
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judgment, and her propriety in word, thought, and
deed. She was one of those happily - constituted
women who can rise to superior fortune, as well as adorn
the ordinary domestic life to which she had been born.
She was still her father’s housekeeper, looking after his
comfort, and filling up her spare time with the spinning-
wheel, which she used with skill.

Wedgwood was now in a prosperous condition, and
the father of the young lady had no objections to his
engagement with his daughter. They corresponded
with each other, and Wedgwood occasionally visited
her on his way to and from Liverpool. Their court-
ship, however, was weary work, and Wedgwood longed
eagerly for the day when he could bring his “dear
Sally ” to the home he had prepared for her.

The father was very particular as to the terms and
conditions of his daughter’s marriage. Wedgwood wrote
to Bentley as follows on the 9th of January 1764 :—
“My dear Friend—I would have acknowledged the
receipt of your very kind letter before now, but hoped
by waiting a post or two to be able either to let
you know of my happiness, or at least of the time
when I expected to be made so; but oh, grief of griefs,
that pleasure is still denied me, and T cannot bear to
keep my friend in suspense any longer, though I own
myself somewhat ashamed and greatly mortified to be
still kept at bay from those exalted pleasures you have
often told me of—and I am very willing to believe—
which attend the married state.

F
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“If you know my temper and sentiments on these
affairs, you will be sensible how I am mortified when I
tell you I have gone through a long series of bargain-
making, of settlements, reversions, provisions, and so on.
¢ Gone through it, did I say? Would to Hymen that I
had. No! T am still in the attorney’s hands, from which
I hope it is no harm to pray, ¢ Good Lord, deliver me !’
Miss W. and I are perfectly agreed, and would settle
the whole affair in three lines and in as many minutes ;
but our papa, over-careful of his daughter’s interest,
would by some demands which I cannot comply with
go near to separate us if we were not better determined.
On Friday next, Mr. W. and I are to meet in great
form, with each of us our attorney, which I hope will
prove conclusive. You shall then hear further from
your obliged and very affectionate friend,—Josian
Webawoon.”

Again he wrote to the same correspondent, 23rd
January 1764: “All matters being amicably settled
between my pappa (elect) and myself, I yesterday pre-
vailed upon my dear girl to name the day, the blissful
day, when she will reward all my faithful services. . .
In three words, we are to be married on Wednesday
next. On that auspicious day think it no sin to wash
your philosophic evening pipe with a glass or two
extraordinary, to hail your friend and wish him good
speed into the realms of matrimony. Adieu, my
good friend! I am very busy to-day, in order that
no business may intrude on my pleasures for the rest
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of the week. Can you write two letters of congratula-
tion on one joyful occasion ?”

The long-awaited marriage took place at the parish
church of Astbury, in the county of Chester, on the
29th of January 1764. Four months later Wedgwood
wrote to Bentley : “ Accept the best respects of
two married lovers, who are as happy as this world
can make them.” The marriage indeed proved a
very happy one. Sarah Wedgwood was one of the
tenderest and best of wives. She was a woman of
whom any husband might well be proud. She was
beautiful and gentle, and the two loved each other with
depth and fidelity. Her mind unfolded itself leaf by
leaf in the society of her husband, always displaying
new sweetness.

She was not only tender but helpful. The rectitude
of her mind was intuitive. Though gentle, she was
active and strong. While Wedgwood was ill, as he
often was through the pain in his diseased knee, she
was his devoted nurse. None other cherished and
helped him in his anguish as she did; and this con-
tinued until the amputation of his leg some four years
after their marriage.

During Wedgwood’s occasional illnesses, she learnt
his system of cipher or shorthand, took down notes of
his thoughts and ideas, and conducted his correspond-
ence. What a noble wife she was! Her time was too
useful now to be occupied in spinning, and her
spinning-wheel was banished to. the garret. Other
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domestic and maternal duties occupied her attention
henceforth.

In January 1765, Mrs. Wedgwood became the mother
of a girl-baby. 'Writing to her brother Tom in London,
who was ill of a cold, but was earnestly invited to come
down to Staffordshire with his wife for the benefit of
his health, Wedgwood said : “ We have now got a pretty
employment for you. Sukey is a fine sprightly lass,
and will bear a good deal of dandling. You can sing
‘lullaby-baby’ whilst I rock the cradle. But I shall
hardly find time for nursing, as we have another Turn-
pike broken out amongst us here, betwixt Leek and New-
castle, and they have vi ef armis mounted me upon my
hobby-horse again, and a prancing rogue he is at present.”

Wedgwood was at this time one of the busiest men
in the kingdom. He was especially active in the pro-
motion and construction of turnpike roads, so as to open
up the pottery district to the world .at large. Besides
the road between Leek and Newcastle, there were others
between Uttoxeter and Burslem, and Buxton and Bake-
well, towards the construction of which Wedgwood
offered to subscribe. He was also busily engaged with
a still more important subject, the arrangements pre-
paratory to the survey and construction of the Grand
Trunk Canal. He had numerous conferences with Lord
Gower the chairman, and Mr. Brindley the engineer of
the canal. After the scheme was launched and sub-
scriptions were required, Wedgwood was appointed
treasurer.
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Meanwhile the duties of his own business were in-
creasing, and he was very much occupied with the engine
lathe, so as to adapt it to the improvement of the
pottery manufacture. He had,. as we have said, ob-
tained a copy of Plumier’s work entitled L'Art de
Tourner. He could understand the diagrams, but it
was also necessary to understand the words which
described them. He accordingly wrote to his friend
Bentley, 28th May 1764, as follows :—

“I have sent you a sample of our hobby-horse
(engine-turning), which, if Miss Oates (Bentley’s sister)
will make use of, she will do me honour. This branch
hath cost me a great deal of time and thought, and will
cost me more. I am afraid some of my best friends
will hardly escape. I have got an excellent book on
the subject in French and Latin. I have enclosed one
chapter which, if you can get translated for me, it will
oblige me much, and I will pay any expense attending it.”

On another occasion, when Wedgwood was engaged
in superintending the construction of his new works on
the property he had purchased, he wrote to Bentley :
“I scarcely know, without a good deal of recollection,
whether I am a landed gentleman, an engineer, or a
potter; for indeed, I am all three, and many other
characters by turns. Pray heaven I may settle to some-
thing in earnest at last.”

His principal business, of course, was a potter. He
was constantly engaged in making experiments on clay
and the materials of glaze, for the purpose of holding
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his ground and improving his manufacture. To his
brother John in London he wrote: “I have just begun
a course of experiments for a white body and glaze,
which promiseth well. Sally is my chief help in this
as well as other things, and that she may not be
hurried by having too many irons in the fire, I have
ordered the spinning-wheel into the lumber room. . .
I do not intend to make this ware at Burslem, and am
therefore looking out for an agreeable and convenient
situation elsewhere.”

On 2nd March 1765 Wedgwood took the oppor-
tunity of informing Sir William Meredith, who had
sent him some elegant Vases to imitate, with many
other specimens of ancient pottery, of his operations.
The bulk of the manufactures at Burslem was ex-
ported to foreign markets; for the home consumption
was very trifling in comparison to that which was sent
abroad. The principal markets were on the continent
and in North America. To the continent he sent an
amazing quantity of ordinary white stoneware, as well
as some of the finer kinds. He was afraid that the
trade to the colonies would soon be lost, as potworks
were already being established there.

“They have at this time,” said Wedgwood to Mere-
dith, “an agent amongst us hiring a number of our
hands for establishing new potworks in South Carolina,
having got one of our insolvent master potters to con-
duct them. They have every material there equal, if
not superior, to our own, for carrying on the manufac-






"CHAPTER VIII
WEDGWOOD APPOINTED QUEEN’S POTTER

IN the course of Wedgwood’s business connected with
the construction of the Grand Trunk Canal, he had
frequent opportunities of meeting the Duke of Bridge-
water, the proprietor of the Bridgewater Canal between
Manchester and Liverpool. On the 6th of July 1765,
he wrote to John Wedgwood, then his London agent,
as follows :—

“T have been waiting upon his Grace the Duke of
Bridgewater with plans respecting inland navigation.
Mr. Sparrow went along with me. We were most
graciously received ; we spent about eight hours in his
Grace’s company, and had all the assurances of his
concurrence in our designs that we could wish. His
Grace gave me an order for the completest set of table
service of cream-colour that I could make. ‘He showed
us 2 Roman urn, 1500 years old at least, made of red
china, which had been found by his workmen in Castle
Field, near Manchester. After his Grace had dismissed
us, we had the honour and pleasure of sailing on his
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gondola some nine miles along his canal, through a most
delightful vale, to Manchester. The next day we waited
upon the Cheshire gentlemen at a meeting of the Com-
missioners for the Weaver Navigation at Northwick.
They also promised to use their interest in favour of
our design, provided we fell into their navigation.”

Thus Wedgwood was fully occupied, not only with
executing his orders for cream ware, but with his exer-
tions to open up the navigation of the country by means
of the Grand Trunk Canal. At the same time the
manufacture of pottery occupied the greatest share of
his attention, inasmuch as it was by that occupation
that he lived and flourished, and employed so large a
number of working people in his neighbourhood.

It was a matter of great satisfaction to him to be
employed to make the completest service of cream-
colour ware for the Duke of Bridgewater; but his prin-
cipal object was to be employed by the highest people
in England—their Majesties the King and Queen, and
the Royal Family. George III. succeeded to the British
throne in 1760, and in the following year he married
the Princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz.

Their Majesties were great friends of British manu-
factures, and anxiously desired to patronise its principal
promoters. It is not improbable that the Queen was
first induced to order a cream service from Wedgwood
through the instrumentality of the Honourable Deborah
Chetwynd, one of her Majesty’s maids of honour. She
was a Staffordshire lady, daughter of the Master of the
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Mint, W. R. Chetwynd, afterwards Viscount Chetwynd.
Miss Chetwynd was proud of the rising fame of her
countryman Wedgwood. She knew of his intimate
connection with Lord Gower of Trentham, the Duke of
Bridgewater, the Egertons, the De Greys, -and other
noblemen; and being herself a lady of taste and judg-
ment, she took the opportunity of recommending Wedg-
wood’s ware to the patronage of the Queen.

The first royal order that Wedgwood received came
through Miss Deborah Chetwynd. It was a complete
tea service in cream ware, decorated with green and
gold. Wedgwood wrote to his brother in London, re-
questing him to wait upon Miss Chetwynd and obtain
her further instructions as to the manufacture and
decoration of the service.

“T am much obliged to you,” he said (6th July 1765),
“for your good offices with Miss Chetwynd. You may
be sure my best endeavours will not be wanting to
make the articles she orders as complete and elegant as
possible ; but suppose we fail in burning the gold on,
must we in that case stove it on, and make the ware
green withinside? Must the saucers and other articles
be gilt any further on the outside than from the top edge
to the foot ?

“T shall be very proud of the honour of sending a
box of patterns to the Queen, amongst which I intend
sending two sets of vases, cream-coloured, engine-turned
and printed, for which purpose nothing could be more
suitable than some copper plates I have by me. I can
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adapt the vases so that the designs will appear to
be made for each other and intended for royalty, nor
must you trust to the contrary. But I am one group
or design short, which I have sketched out and enclose,
and desire you get it done by Wale, unless you know
a better hand.”

Wedgwood was most careful in his execution of this
tirst royal order. He himself superintended the whole
proceeding, the burning in of the gold and the illumina-
tion of the borders with flowers. In his early years,
while passing across the moors to school at Newcastle,
he had observed with delight the wild flowers which
grew upon the waste ground, and vividly remembered
them. Asin the case of many a successful man his early
intimacy with nature developed his talent for keen
observation, and the faculty which he had cultivated
from the beginning of his life for taking pains in all
that he did, became his strongest discipline, and
eventually led to his remarkable conquest over all his
difficulties and misfortunes.

He had indeed many troubles at this time. One of
the greatest was the incompetence of his workmen. “I
am just teased out of my life,” he wrote to his brother in
London, “with dilatory, drunken, idle, worthless work-
men; they prevent my proceeding with the tea service,
to which more sorts of workmen are necessary than
one would imagine.” The uncertain element of fire
was, as has already been stated, a serious obstacle.
This is one of the enemies which the potter has to en-
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counter and overcome. If not helped by the assiduity
of his workmen, he is put to constant anxiety and ex-
pense. Sometimes the labour of a month is destroyed
in an hour. The kiln has to be pulled down, and
another erected in its stead. That, too, may be found
imperfect, and has to be altered at a considerable loss.

Yet Wedgwood’s troubles were to a considerable
extent alleviated by his many encouragements. “I
have just had the honour,” he said (Tth August 1765),
“of a visit from the Duke of Marlborough, Lord Gower,
Lord Spencer, and others, over my works. They
seemed much interested and pleased, and wonder that
I have not a warehouse in London where patterns of
all the sorts I make may be seen.” Indeed Wedg-
wood’s works were an institution in the county; and
men of the highest rank were proud of his industry and
enterprise.

The Queen was greatly pleased with the breakfast
service when presented to her. She was so much
gratified with this tribute of an infant art that she at
once expressed a wish to have a complete table service
of the same material. Wedgwood submitted patterns
of the several pieces of ware, which were amended and
finally approved. It was her unsolicited desire that
the service should bear the name of “The Queen’s
Ware,” and that the manufacturer should be appointed
“ Potter to Her Majesty.”

Under this powerful patronage, the ware found its
way at once to the tables of persons of rank and
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influence, and came rapidly into general estimation
and use. Indeed, it was of a quality so far superior
to everything which had before been made in this
kingdom, and at the same time so moderate in price,
that it could not fail to be favourably received, The
other potters, availing themselves of his successful
invention, with the advantage of being exempt from
the anxieties and expenses which it had cost the
inventor, soon set up works of the same kind, and
Queen’s ware became the staple pottery of England,

On the Queen’s service being finished and delivered,
the King gave Wedgwood his immediate patronage by
ordering a similar service for himself, but without
bands or ribs: this was called “The Royal Pattern.”
Their Majesties’ patronage, by drawing public atten-
tion to the Staffordshire potters, opened up a source
of wealth to many thousands of people, and extended
commerce to a marvellous extent, not only at home
but abroad. The tide of fortune which had thus
set in was greatly increased by Wedgwood’s sub-
sequent inventions, and he emerged from his small
manufactory at Burslem to the colony which he after-
wards established at Etruria, a few miles distant.

The forms of the vessels in use were greatly im-
proved by Wedgwood. Other manufacturers followed
his example ; they adopted his models, for he took out
no patent (with only one exception, of no special
importance), and all his efforts and inventions virtually
became the property of his competitors. His forms
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were copied by the manufacturers in his neighbour-
hood, both by silversmiths, bronze-makers, and other
workers in metal. Boulton of Birmingham admired
Wedgwood’s vases so much that he almost wished to
be a potter; but, as we have said, he was satisfied
with mounting in metal the vases which Wedgwood
had made. “The mounting of vases,” said Boulton,
“is a large field for fancy, in which I shall indulge, as
I perceive it possible to convert even a very ugly
vessel into a beautiful vase.”

The engine lathe, although no patent had been taken
out for its application to the manufacture of pottery,
became in the hands of Wedgwood an ever-increasing
power. It was soon applied to the decoration of vases
made in the green ware after the antique, and also to
carry out the designs of several ingenious ladies and
gentlemen who furnished him with proper models, both
original and Etruscan.

But Wedgwood left every potter free to imitate his
designs. As he himself said, a patent would have
greatly limited its public utility. Instead of one
hundred manufacturers, there would only have been
one; and instead of exporting to all quarters of the
world, a few pretty things would have been made for
the amusement of the people of fashion in England.

In the last century, Burslem and some other villages
in Staffordshire were famous for their milk-pans and
butter-pots. About a hundred people were then occu-
pied in their production ; while now there are about ten
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thousand workmen employed in manufacturing useful
and ornamental wares, and besides the home consump-
tion, an annual export takes place to the amount of
nearly £200,000. This surely is greatly to the credit
of the industry and enterprise of Staffordshire.

Wedgwood eventually did what Lord Gower and his
other friends had so strongly advised him to do: he
opened a warehouse in London for the exhibition of his
Queen’s ware, Etruscan vases, and other useful and
artistic works. He had before a small storehouse in
Cateaton Street for shop and exported goods; but in
August 1765, he hired an establishment in Newport
Street, which he afterwards removed to Greek Street
for larger accommodation ; and there his brother John
exhibited his works to numerous admiring visitors. In
fact, his showrooms were as much crowded as exhibi-
tions of the Royal Academy.

Wedgwood also hired works at Chelsea, where he
employed enamellers, modellers, and artists. He was
under the necessity of frequently visiting London, to
superintend their important operations. His mind
was thus constantly occupied, what with his own
special responsibilities at Burslem, his efforts to im-
prove the roads and canals through Staffordshire, and
his endeavours to advance the manufacture of vases
and earthenware. When asked whether he had read the
review of Mr. Priestley’s work, he answered : “Indeed
the truth is, I have scarcely read anything at all, or
thought of anything at all, but potmaking and navigat-
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ing; and when it will be otherwise with me, I really
cannot tell.”

It was one of Wedgwood’s great objects to revive
the classical works of the Greeks. He imitated the fine
vases which he found in the Montfaucon and other
collections, and in the best works of his own time.
He was under the impression that the improvement of
pottery, while exciting the public attention to these
beautiful works, would contribute to lay the foundation
of a school of modelling and artistic manufacture.
At the same time, notwithstanding all that he had
done to improve this branch of industry, he used to
declare, even in his later days, that he considered
pottery as still but in its infancy. He was enabled to
carry his designs into effect, to a certain extent, by the
liberal and patriotic disposition of their Majesties; by
the nobility, and others, who opened their cabinets, and
permitted him to take copies of the finest pieces they
had purchased in the course of their travels.

About the year 1766, he first produced the unglazed
black porcelain, to which he gave the name of Basaltes
from its possessing the properties of that stone; a
variegated terra-cotta; a white wax-like porcelain, and
other inventions, adapted to different purposes. In
ancient times the Etruscans painted their vases with
durable colours, which were burnt in by fire, Even in
the time of Pliny these vases, so prepared, were re-
garded as one of the lost arts of preceding ages,
Wedgwood, by his experimental skill and his extreme



vin  Wedgwood appointed Queen's Potter 81

perseverance, revived this lost art. The colours he
burnt in were fully as beautiful as the originals, and
susceptible of greater variety. These revivals, in the
newly-invented materials, soon caught the public eye
and occasioned a rapid demand for Wedgwood’s pro-
ductions, as well as for those of the manufacturers who
so eagerly followed his example.

Wedgwood was at Newport Street, London, at the
end of 1765 ; he then wrote to Bentley, still at Liver-
pool, on the subject of his occupations: “ An epidemical
madness,” he said, “reigns for Vases, which must be
gratified. T have five or six modellers and carvers at
work upon different branches, and a moulder constantly
in my house. I have seen the Italian vases, and like
them vastly ; have also seen some better prints of vases
than any I have, particularly for Bas-reliefs, and a
friend has promised to lend them to me.”

And again, in February 1766 : “Let all the hands
that can be spared and can work at Vases be employed
on them . ... that the great demand for them here
may not be baulked. I could sell £50 or £100 worth
per day if I had them.”

At this time Wedgwood was patronised by some
of the principal artistic members of the aristocracy
—by Lord Rockingham, Lord March, the Duke of
Northumberland, the Duke of Montagu, Sir Thomas
Gascoigne, and others, and was honoured with an
extraordinary commission from Catherine, Empress of
Russia. He was directed to make a very large service

G
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of Queen’s ware for Her Majesty’s use, and to paint in
black enamel, upon every piece, a different view of the
palaces, seats of the nobility, and other remarkable
places in the British kingdom. The idea was worthy
of the mind of a sovereign, but the undertaking seemed
a great one for the powers of a private manufacturer.
The number of views necessary for avoiding repetition
of the same subjects, was about twelve hundred, and a
considerable proportion of them must necessarily be
original drawings. Some three years were spent in
making the collection of drawings, and painting them
on the ware, which was done with correctness of design,
so that each piece was a good picture.

On the 14th of February 1766, Wedgwood wrote to
Her Majesty’s representative in London: “We shall send
you the Russian table and dessert service faster than you
can get them enamelled. I can promise with certainty,
that no part of it can wait for us, if you'll be so good
as to push Mr. Coward with his carving” Wedgwood
was greatly indebted to Lord Cathcart, the British
Ambassador to Russia, for his kindly help, and most
probably his recommendation to the Russian Empress.
The preparation of her table service occupied about
eight years, principally on account of the large variety
of different patterns that had to be enamelled; but
at length it was exhibited in London in 1774. The
service was shortly after presented to the Empress,
and received by her with entire satisfaction. It is
supposed that Her Majesty paid for Wedgwood’s work






CHAPTER IX
FOUNDING OF ETRURIA—PARTNERSHIP WITH BENTLEY

THE great demand for the Queen’s ware and the other
productions of Josiah Wedgwood led to a large
increase in the population of Burslem. Houses could
scarcely be built soon enough for the accommodation
of the people. The demand for Vases also brought
a considerable number of artists and superior workmen
into the neighbourhood ; and not only was the dwelling
accommodation insufficient, but the factories also be-
came overcrowded. The numerous hands could scarcely
find room enough for the proper elaboration of their
wares.

It was therefore necessary that Wedgwood should
make some arrangements for their proper accommoda-
tion. He did not like to leave his native town. He
endeavoured in the first place to ascertain whether he
could not purchase and enlarge the manufactories in
which he carried on his operations, and erect new dwell-
ings for his work-people. Having by this time accumu-
lated some savings, as well as increased his means by
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the fortune of his wife, he made a proposal to Thomas
and John Wedgwood to purchase the Ivy House and
the Big House, which belonged to them, for the purpose
of extending his works. But they declined his applica-
tion, and he was obliged to look elsewhere for the
necessary site. He still continued, however, to carry on
his manufactory at the Brick House works, which had
for some time been in his possession as tenant.

Having been foiled in his endeavours to confine his
pottery works to Burslem, he made inquiries for an
estate on which to erect improved buildings, as well as
dwellings for himself and family, and for his work-
people and their families, He had no desire to remove
his buildings far from Burslem, for he took a great
interest in the well-being of the population. Being
greatly attached to the cause of education, he subscribed
liberally to a public school, and he never ceased to
devote himself to the opening up of the turnpike roads
and canals of Staffordshire.

At length he fixed his mind upon a suitable
estate about two miles from Burslem, nearly in the
centre of the potteries. It lay near the course of the
Grand Trunk Canal, then in course of survey ; so that
a branch might easily be constructed to bring the pro-
posed new works into communication with the canal.
The place was originally called the “Ridgehouse
Estate.” It was in the possession of a life tenant, and
the reversion was with a gentleman then in Ireland.
With his usual prompt decision, Wedgwood deter-
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mined immediately to put himself into communication
with this gentleman, though entirely unknown to him.
He despatched a confidential professional friend to
Ireland, who found out the reversionary proprietor,
and satisfactorily completed the purchase. The rent
was changed into an annuity for the life of the tenant,
and thus immediate possession of the estate was
obtained.

The land had little to recommend it besides the
convenience of its situation. It was naturally an un-
productive clayey soil, and was thought to be of little
other value than furnishing clay for the use of the
potters. But the spirit and enterprise of Wedgwood
soon altered the appearance of the estate. He pro-
ceeded to build a large manufactory on the banks of
the proposed canal ; he laid out the grounds with great
taste, assisted by Capability Brown; and contiguous to
the works, he raised a new village for the accommoda-
tion of the workmen and their families.

‘What was the place to be called? With the pro-
spects he entertained, his skill and taste in endeavouring
to infuse art into the manufactures of his country, and
his intense admiration of the vases of antiquity, he
determined to call the estate and its buildings Ztruria,
after the beautiful works of the famous Etruscans. In
the course of a few years, this formerly barren estate
was converted into a garden of beauty, and the manu-
factories built thereon became the source of works
of art which did so much for the improvement of
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public taste, as well as for the extension of British
commerce.

We have already referred to the accident on the
road to Liverpool, which first led to Wedgwood’s
acquaintance with Dr. Turner, and through him, with
Bentley, and have related how the friendship thus
formed rapidly led to an almost brotherly intimacy.
‘When Wedgwood purchased the Ridgehouse estate,
he urgently requested Bentley to come over to Burslem
and confer with him and his wife as to the laying out
of the property.

“My Sally,” wrote Wedgwood, 15th September
1766, “says your fat sides require a good deal of
shaking, and she would recommend a journey on horse-
back, not in the coach, to Burslem. She is half angry
with me for coming home without you; but your last
letter hath brought her into a little better temper, as
she expects not only the pleasure of seeing you here in
a little time, but likewise a jaunt to Liverpool in con-
sequence of your visit. Besides, she will not fix upon a
spot for either house or gardens, nor even the stables,
’till you have viewed and given your opinion of the
premises; so now, my dear sir, you are invited to the
Ridgehouse estate in the quality of a Capability Brown.”

The invitation was accepted, but Bentley did not
“shake his fat sides” by riding on horseback, but by
using the machine, or coach. He inspected the estate,
and the site of his probable dwelling. It had been
arranged towards the close of the year that Bentley
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was to become a partner with Wedgwood in a certain
portion of his manufactures. The arrangement up to
this time had been of considerable advantage to Bentley
in his business at Liverpool. Instead of being a general
agent, he now confined himself to earthenware only.
He superintended the import of clay from Dorsetshire,
Cornwall, and Devonshire, and the export of Wedg-
wood’s goods to America and other countries. The
arrangement between the two was an equal division of
the profits on the earthenware exports. Bentley took
a partner—dJames Boardman,—and his firm was after-
wards known as that of Bentley and Boardman.

The partnership between Wedgwood and Bentley
took place shortly after Wedgwood’s letter to Bentley
(November 1766), which was very encouraging. He
proposed to build a house for Bentley at Etruria; but
he said that it would be twelve months at least before
the works could be built. He also mentioned the orna-
mental works that Bentley would have to superintend
—vases of many sorts, toilet furniture, elegant tea-
chests, snuff and other boxes. “If all these good things
should fail us,” wrote Wedgwood, “I hope your good
genius will direct us in the choice of others.”

Wedgwood still carried on assiduously his experi-
ments on the raw materials of pottery. It will readily
be understood that a thorough knowledge of the many
kinds of earth upon the surface of the world, comprises
in its highest sense the power of the potter over his
clay. It is truly the groundwork of his art. Such
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knowledge is an education in itself—the knowledge of
clays, how they will bend, and how they will burn.

Let us look at a few of the records concerning these
years, and see what kind of attention Wedgwood gave
to this branch of his work. He possessed himself, at
no small expense, of such different earths, stones, and
clays in this island, as were then known; and also
of those that could be procured from foreign countries.
Upon these specimens he experimented, analysing to
the best of his power their chemical constituents, and
testing by practical experiment how far they might be
made serviceable to his needs. :

The results of his experiments were duly registered
and set out in cabinets, so that they could be referred
to and taken up for use at any time. It may be added
that the specimens left at his death amounted to more
than seven thousand, arranged in classes and subdivisions
according to the purposes they were capable of answer-
ing, or the views with which they were made. His
note-books give one a fair notion of his enterprise in
this direction. They contain long extracts from both
English and Continental authors on mineralogy. Books
of travel were ransacked to observe what the authors
related as to the various kinds of earth in the lands
they had visited; and they also contain copious ex-
tracts from English topographical works. So much for
Wedgwood’s enterprise and industry in regard to earths
and clays.

In one of his letters to Bentley, with whom he
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given the blessing, was beat down again, and so a
third time.”

We have already related how his elder brother
John Wesley was received at Burslem a few years
later ; how he was pelted with mud, and had no one to
protect him ; and how, at Congleton, he was even worse
received than at Burslem. All this, as Wesley admitted,
was the result of intense ignorance. There had been
no schools for the rising generation, and consequently
no education. The Midland Counties were for the most
part uncivilised, and still in the Dark Ages.

There was no other cure for it than by opening up
the district by better roads to the influences of civilisa-
tion. There were no roads as yet. They were merely
lanes or trackways marked by upright stones. Arthur
Young, on his tour in the North of England in 1768,
describes them as “most execrable” and “infernal”
He could not help swearing as he passed along them,
or round them. The lanes were scarcely sufficient
for the slumpering along of pack-horses, let alone for
carts or carriages. The people of Burslem were often
short of coal in consequence of the badness of the ways.
The poor horses, though urged by lashing, could not
drag themselves or their carts through the deep mud.
They often fell, upset their loads of coal or crates of
earthenware, frequently broke a leg, and had to be shot
on the spot.

The inland situation of Burslem, with its few pottery
villages, was thus exceedingly inconvenient. While
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the potters employed only the clays in their own
neighbourhood, and their trade was of but small extent,
their situation was tolerable; but when the trade
increased, and they began to draw their heavy raw
materials—clays, flint stones, and porcelain earth—from
remote parts of the kingdom, and to send back their
bulky manufactured goods in great quantities, the
expenses of the conveyance and reconveyance, together
with the carriage of coal, became a heavy import tax,
and tended to retard the consumption of stoneware in
most parts of the kingdom.

To redress this great inconvenience, Wedgwood en-
deavoured to get some of the worst parts of the roads
improved, and placed in connection with the adjoining
turnpike roads. A public meeting was held for the
purpose, but the proposal was strongly resisted. When
it was proposed to improve the chief road from Liver-
pool to the potteries, the inhabitants of Newecastle-
under-Lyme Ditterly opposed it. The innkeepers
believed that the new road would take the drinking
and other traffic away from their town.

‘When Wedgwood first proposed, at a public meeting
at Burslem, to make four miles of road from that village
towards Liverpool, he could not carry his resolution.
Yet the road or lane, in its then state, was so bad that
the common carriers used to make the distance double
by making a wide circuit so as to get round the muddy
holes and ruts, and avoid miscarriages and upsets during
their journey. The old and stupid objection was brought
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up by the opponents: “Why, the road has served us
and our fathers for many generations, and it will con-
tinue to serve us still.”

But Wedgwood had the sterling gift of perseverance.
He continued to urge the necessity of opening up the
country by means of new communications. He possessed
a clear and forcible manner of expressing his thoughts,
and slowly and by degrees he produced conviction in
others, until at length he carried his point, and bene-
fited those who had been most persistently opposed to
him. He was aided also by men of rank and character,
who espoused his cause; and in the course of a few
years, an Act of Parliament was obtained to make a
turnpike road, though only to a limited extent, and also
to improve the paving of the pottery villages. In
course of time, as the advantage of the new roads began
to be ascertained, other turnpikes were successfully
established wherever they were found to be necessary.

The inland situation of Burslem and the pottery
villages was more and more felt as the trade of the
country increased. The great ports most commodious
for Burslem were Liverpool, Bristol, and Hull. Liver-
pool was the nearest. Goods for that port had a land
carriage of eighteen miles to the nearest part of the
river Mersey. Goods for Bristol were carried by land
to Bridgnorth, about forty miles; and to Willington on
the Trent, where the navigation to Hull began, about
the same distance. It soon became clear to the obser-
vant and comprehensive mind of Wedgwood, how
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infinitely convenient it would be to have an inland
navigation established to bring Burslem and the pottery
villages in connection with the nearest port of Liver-
pool.

The idea of such a navigation had long been mooted ;
but it was not until the Duke of Bridgewater had con-
structed and opened his canal between Worsley and
Manchester in July 1761, that active measures began
to be adopted to set on foot the proposed new naviga-
tion through the potteries. Wedgwood was the leading
spirit, together with his friend Brindley the engineer.

Wedgwood had known Brindley for some time. He
had known him as a millwright, mechanic, mine-
drainer,and tunnel-maker; indeed, Brindley was so ready
to undertake any kind of work, that he was generally
known as “The Schemer”” Among his various con-
structions was that of a mill near Burslem for the
purpose of grinding flint—so much used by the potters
for the manufacture of white ware. He had been
informed of the distressing consequences to the work-
men of inhaling the fine particles of dry flint; so that,
in constructing the flint mill for John Wedgwood at
the Jenking’s, he suggested that the flints should be
ground in water. This was done, and the result was
that waste was prevented, the operation of grinding was
facilitated, and the purity of the air was preserved to
the advantage of the work-people.

Brindley was thus brought into direct connection with
the Wedgwoods of Burslem ; and when the contemplated
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inland navigation through the potteries was proposed,
it was natural that James Brindley and Josiah Wedg-
wood should be brought into close communication.
The manner in which Brindley had conquered the
difficulties of the Duke’s Canal, and successfully accom-
plished the erection of his “ Castle in the Air ”—that is,
the crossing of the Irwell by the Barton Viaduct—led
to his being proposed as the only possible engineer for
the new Staffordshire Canall

The opening of a water communication through the
potteries had long been the subject of discussion, and a
survey was made by Brindley in 1760 at the expense
of Earl Gower and Lord Anson ; but many years elapsed
before anything practical was attempted. The first
public movement in support of Brindley’s survey
occurred in December 1765, when an open-air meeting
was held at Wolseley Bridge. Earl Gower, Lord Lieu-
tenant of the county, occupied the chair; and Lord Gray,
and Mr. Bagot, Mr. Anson, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Wedgwood,
and many more, were present. Brindley submitted his
plans. They were fully discussed and finally adopted ;
and it was resolved that a bill should be applied for in
the next session of Parliament, to obtain powers to
construct a canal from the Mersey to the Trent. Wedg-
wood, with his usual generosity, subscribed £1000 to-
wards the preliminary expenses, and also promised to
subscribe largely for shares in the undertaking.

3 The full account of Brindley is given in Lives of the Engineers,
vol. i.
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The principal promoters of the measure proposed to
designate the work as “The Canal from the Trent to
the Mersey,” but Brindley, with sagacious foresight,
urged that it should be called “The Grand Trunk
Canal,” because, in his judgment, numerous other
canals would eventually branch out from it at various
points of its course, just as the arteries of the human
system branch out from the aorta. Brindley’s views
were adopted, and before many years had passed, his
anticipations were fully realised.

The Staffordshire potters were greatly delighted with
the decision of the public meeting, and on the following
evening they assembled round a large bonfire at Burs-
lem, where they wished every prosperity to the Grand
Trunk Canal, and drank the health of Earl Gower, Mr.
Wedgwood, Mr. Gilbert, and the other promoters of the
scheme, with fervent demonstrations of joy.

Of course the proposal to make a canal through
the potteries was bitterly opposed. Brindley’s Grand
Trunk line was intended to join the Duke of Bridge-
water’s canal at Preston-on-the-Hill, not far from Run-
corn. As the Duke was desirous of placing his naviga-
tion in connection with the Cheshire Wiches and the
Staffordshire Potteries, and already had been at the
expense of making a preliminary survey, he at once
threw the whole weight of his support on the side of
Brindley’s Grand Trunk Canal.

The owners of the River Weaver Navigation Company
were the principal oppornents of the measure. They

H
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held that the new scheme would place a monopoly of
the Cheshire and Staffordshire traffic in the hands of
the Duke ; though they concealed the fact that their
opposition to the Grand Trunk would continue their
own monopoly in the hands of the River Weaver Canal
Company, whose navigation, so far as it went, was
tedious, irregular, and expensive. Both parties mus-
tered their forces for a Parliamentary struggle. Wedg-
wood, with his usual enthusiasm, entered the lists as a
pamphleteer, and in conjunction with Bentley of
Liverpool, afterwards his partner, published an able
statement, showing the advantages likely to be derived
from the construction of the proposed new canal. This
pamphlet was circulated by thousands.!

In the course of his correspondence with Bentley,
Wedgwood wrote to him from London about certain
corrections and alterations which he had made in the
pamphlet :—“Must the uniting of seas and distant
countries depend upon the choice of a phrase or mono-
syllable ? Away with such hypereriticisms! Let the
press go on. A pamphlet we must have, or our design
may be defeated. So, make the best of the present ;
and correct, refine; and sublimate if you please, in the
next edition.” i

The opponents of the measure also held their meet-
ings and published their pamphlets. Brindley’s plan

1 «A View of the Advantages of Inland Navigation, with a plan of
a Navigable Canal intended for a communication between the ports of
Liverpool and Hull.”
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was, on the whole, considered the best. The Grand
Trunk would pass through important districts, greatly
in need of improved communication with the port of
Liverpool on the one hand, and with Hull on the other.
The principal difficulty was in getting over or through
the summit at Harecastle. It was alleged by the oppo-
nents of the measure that the long tunnel at that point,
or the immense series of locks, was a mere “chimerical
idea,” and could never be carried into effect. Brindley,
however, insisted that if the necessary powers were
granted, he would certainly drive the tunnel through
the hill. His idea was to make as long stretches of flat
canal as possible ; just as George Stephenson afterwards,
before the powers of the locomotive had been fully
developed, preferred to go round a hill rather than
surmount it or tunnel under it. Brindley avoided
rivers as much as possible. He likened water in a
river to a furious giant running down and overturning
everything ; whereas, “if you lay the giant flat upon
his back, he lost all his force, and became completely
passive, whatever his size might be.”

It is quite unnecessary to describe the Parliamentary
contest on the Grand Trunk bill. Wedgwood, in spite
of his many important avocations —his purchase of
Etruria, his business in Liverpool and London, and
the management of his works at Burslem — often
went to London to give his evidence in support of the
measure; and most of the landed gentlemen of his
neighbourhood appeared on the same side.
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At length, after prolonged opposition, the Grand
Trunk bill was passed; first through the Commons ;
then through the Lords ; and on the 14th of May 1766,
it received the royal assent, and became an Act of Parlia-
ment. About the same time another important Act was
passed empowering the construction of the Wolver-
hampton Canal from the river Trent near Haywood
Mill and the river Severn near Bewdley ; thus uniting
the navigation of the three rivers which had their
termini at the ports of Liverpool, Hull, and Bristol, on
the opposite sides of the island.

Of course there were great rejoicings at Burslem on
the triumph of Brindley, Wedgwood, and their friends.
Shortly after the passing of the Act, on the 26th of July
1766, a general holiday was held at Burslem and the
neighbouring pottery villages. The first sod of the
new canal was dug by Josiah Wedgwood on the
declivity of Brownhills. It was placed in a barrow
close at hand, and, Wedgwood being lame, it was
wheeled away by Brindley amidst deafening cheers. A
barrel of old Staffordshire ale was broached, and the
healths of Earl Gower, Lord Anson, Lord Gray, and
others, were drunk ; and Mr. Wedgwood was thanked, in
the name of the assembled potters, for his indefatigable
services in the cause. Lunches and dinners followed.
Mrs. Wedgwood entertained many guests. In the after-
noon a sheep was roasted whole for the benefit of the
poorer potters. After sunset bonfires were lighted in
various parts of Burslem. A few de joie was fired in
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front of Wedgwood’s house, and sundry other demon-
strations of rejoicing wound up the day’s proceedings.

At a meeting of the proprietors of the canal, Mr.
Wedgwood was unanimously appointed treasurer of the
undertaking. This was a great honour. It proved the
estimation in which he was held by those who knew
him best, and the faith reposed in his spotless integrity.
At a future meeting of the company, the salaries of the
officers were fixed: £200 per annum was the salary
of James Brindley, the surveyor-general of the under-
taking,—very different indeed from the salaries paid to
engineers nowadays. The committee ordered 150
guineas to be paid to Wedgwood, and £90 to Bentley,
besides a balance which remained in his hands, for the
printing, publishing, and distribution of the pamphlets
in support of the undertaking.

Wedgwood had the greatest possible admiration for
Brindley. He wrote to Bentley in March 1767 : “I am
afraid Brindley is endeavouring to do too much, and
that he will leave us before his vast designs are
accomplished. He is so incessantly harassed on every
side, that he hath no rest for either mind or body, and
will not be prevailed upon to take proper care of his
health.”

And again, in March 1768, he wrote to Bentley :
“Mr. Brindley and his lady called here on their
way home. They spent the day with us and have
just left this morning. We, my wife and myself, are
to spend to-morrow with Mr. and Mrs. Brindley at
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Newchapel; and as I always edify full as much in
that man’s company as at church, I promise myself to
be much wiser the day following. It is an old adage
that a man is either a fool or a physician at fifty, and
considering the opportunities I have had with the
Brindleys and Bentleys of the age, if I am not a very
wise mortal before that time, I must be a veritable
blockhead in grain.”
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