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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIRUNAL FOR TFF FAR EAST
No. 1
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND ORS,
- AGAINST -
ARAKI, SADAO, AND OES.

I, CMRISTOPFER MONTAGUE BLACK, make oath and say

as follows:

l. I was NX7084, Lt-Col. Christopbrer Montague Black, H.Q.
"Blackburn Force" when I was taken prisoner in Java on the
surrender of tre Blackburn Force in Marct 1942, I entered
Bicycle Camp and remained trere until October 1942,

2e « Williams in about October 1942,
about 1400 or 1500 men being in tre party. We proceeded by
sea to Singapore. Fronm Singapore we went again by sea to
Kengoon. We were tren transferred to another shipe.

3¢ We disembarked at Moulmein, wrere I left Col., Williams
and proceeded to TFAMBAZIAT. I was then sent back to
Moulmein to get nominal rolls, but I did not see what condi-
tions were like trere. TVre men Yad been placed in a geol
and I trink trey were given food,

4. I returned tren to TVAMBAZIAT a2nd remained at tris camp
for about 10 days. I was tren required to split tre force
into 2 groups, one to be commanded by Col. Williams, and tbhe
other by myself. Col. Williams brought ris force on to
TPAMBEAZIAT from Moulmein, and went out to 30 Kilo camp
(TANYIN), and I was placed in a camp a further 10 Kilos out.,

e Conditions at tris carp were shocking. Trere was an
insufficiency of water and food was very srort. Tre Yospitel
was 1n a gully, end tre camp Pad been occupled previously

by Burmese and was generally in very bad condition. Tre

sick rate rapidly increased and I think at one stage there
were about 130 men in bospitel, and about S0 te 100 Yad

very bad diarrroea out of a total strength of 675, Two

men died from dysentery, but despite my representations to
trYe Japenese 19nce-corporal, who was in ctrarge of tre camp,
and to Brig. Varley we were unable to get anytring with whiech
to treat tre sick at all, Later, we were forced to abendon
tre camp on account of its bag condition and lack of weter,

B when I left Bicycle Cerip I was suffering from pellagrous
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diarrhoea and my sickness continued in 40 Kilo Camp. I

menaged to get to TFALBAZIAT to = conference with tre Brigadier
and I wes placed in Yospitel. Trat wes prior to thre %p@ndon-
ment of tre 40 Kilo camp. B

7 TYe camp was taken over by Me jor G.A.C. Kiernan wrile
I was in rospital. We were given rice and 2 smell quentity
of vegetables. Tre food scale was so low that tre Japenese
commender himself used to try and buy at bis own expanse

& dozen eggs to give to tre most seriously ill. TFre-rours
of work at that time were in my opinion reessoncble. Sick
men were not forced to work. We bad 2 medical officer, but
no medical supplies at all. Beri Beri and Pellegra begon
to show up very badly.

8. 1 was in hospitel for sabout 8 weeks 2nd thren resumed
command of tre force. In tre meantime, tre force rad roved
from 40 Kilo to 26 Kilo (KUL-NIT-KWAI) wricr rad been a
coolie camp and wes in a shocking state of repzir. I was
informed by thre Japenese guerd, wro took me back, trat it
Pad been abendoned some 2 deys before because of an outbrezk
of cholera, TYre Pruts bad been repaired slightly when I
arrived, but conditions were still very bad indeed so far

s accommodation was concerned, Major Kiernan, wro Yad been
in command, told me that re tad found it necessary to burn

a large portion of tre camp for sanitery reersons; it rad
previously been occupied by Burmese natives,

Qe Tre food again consisted only of rice end vegetables
1n smell quantities, We did not receive enytbhing like our
scale of rations,

10. It wes ot this carp tret I first met tre Je panese quote
system of work. Tbhe commander of tre camp, who 1s now deed,
used to enforce ttris system and mede sick men go out to work.
Trere was 2 lot of sickness but no medicel supplies. Sub-
sequently, tre meat issue wes increased wren thre camp was
mede a staging cemp for cattle being driven 2long tre line.
Tre Sergeant wro took tre plece of tre officer in ckerge
2lso used to buy us supplies of eggse.

1ll. During my stay in TFAMBAZIAT, Col. Remsay brought ris
force to 26 Kilo and I joined bhim treres Ttre Yours of work
were increesed and beceme very long; men were made to work
from 8 a.m. and did not get beck to tre camp until 10 or

1l p.m. Thre work was of on exceptionelly hreavy nature, but
despite protests that werc made to ttre Jeprnese no relief wes
given. As 2 matter of facty, Capt. BLAU was becten by one of
tre guards out =2t tre reilwey line for protesting.

12, From 26 Kilo I went to 75 Kilo but I wes not trere
long enougr to observe tre conditions under w“ic» thre men
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were living., Thre guards began to beet tY“e prisoners from
tre first day of arrivel,

13s I wes tren returned to RETPU, 30 Kilo., I establisred
& Prospital whrier was subsequently teken over by # Dutch
officer after 4 weeks,

l4, I again went to TVAI.BAZIAT and remeined therc until

12 June 1943, Fere ve wcre bedly borbed by Americen planes,
s & result of whichk trere were between 25 2ng 28 deetts,

and quite £ number of wounded, including myself., T“erc vere
no distinctive signs on tre cer.p to srow that it conteoined
prisoners of wesr,

15 I did not see ecny great bardships suffered there, and

the food was ressonecble. Lieut. FAGUCHI was tre Japenese
medical officcr at TFANBAZIAT. Cept. Griffin informed me

he had seen a large quantity of Jepenese medicrcl supplies in
TPFALEAZIAT, but trat trere was great difficulty in getting
trem into camp, Tre Brigadier mede meny protests both
verbally and in writing to NAGATOLO with regard to conditions,
but he received no reply =2t =11,

16, Wrilst I was in tre cemp trere were meny executions,
including tret of Privete Writfield,s TY¥is man »ad disanpeercd
from trc 4 Kilo cemp and one morning it was reported to me
that be Yad come into our camp et TVAKRBAZIAT. I saw *im ond
Pre asked me whet I could do. I asked rim row fer te Yed got
in Pis escepe 2nd Pe told me thet be rad reacred Fangoon. Fe
s2ld tkhat Ye¢ felt be srould give rimsclf up end I ssid trot

I thougrt trat was tre best thing, and trat I would discuss
it witk Brig. Verley. One of tYrc most serious trings in =a
Jepenesc prison canLp was to have one men more than stould be
threre becruse tre Japancsec always suspected trat 2 spy ves
being ridden there, After = good deel of discussion and by
errangement witk tre M,0.'s, Brigedier Verley rcportcd tret
Writfield Yad come into ttec cemp end trhat Yc wes mentrl.

Tris was supported by trec medical officers. At trat time
Col. NLGATOMO Yad gone to Singapore, and tre Group Commender
was Licut. NITO. Ve went and sew Writfield end seid e would
leave *im trere to rcst for a few days end tret re would trcn
send rim back to vis camp. Subsequently Lieut, FAGUCTI

the medical officer, came to see Writfield and s=id thet

he was not mental at 211, Next morning Whitfield wes cooking
over 2 fire wren 2 number of Japenese soldiers rusted up to
him, bound *Yim, and took bim over to tre cerretery about 100
yerds distant and s*ot bim., I actually saw rim bound up
myself 2nd teken svey, and tren ¥ecard rifle srots.

17+ In cases of execution suct os tris, trc Japanese
usually took Col. Femilton over to see thre body 2nd tris wes
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done in thec case of Privete Whitfield., Fe wes buried by en
Austreliesn perty. Ttre Jepanese elways 2llowed & buriel
service 2nd I actuelly ettended this perticuler one; ¢
ctraplain wes also presentes I think it was NITO who reported
t¥e deatr to Brig. Varley; I know trat NITO told rir it wes
as & result of a telegram received from Col. NEGLTOLO tret
re gave the order for tre execution., I was prescnt during

' tris conversation myself., There were 21so executions of
Dutcrmen, who had esceped, #nd altogetrer I think trree
Austriiians were exccuted, including Bell, Wwritfield, end
one o €1 e

18, I wes tren sent to a camp at 18 Kilo, w*erc Cpl.
FUJIYALL wes in crarge. I was taken very sick trere with
Major Fisrer. Conditions were appelling; food was very
srort, and trc accommodetion was entirely unsatisfactory.
i¥ere was no room to do dressings except in tre pessages of
the ruts, trroughk whict tre rein water rusred incres dcep,
end tre fecilities provided for men witk dysentery were
absolutely s*ocking.

19. From 18 Kilo I wes moved back to RETPU. Tre¢ cemp Yad
been abandoned, 2nd tre roof of thre buildings rad fellen

in; tre whole place was in 2 stete of disrcpesir. We Yed =
large number of very heavy sick. SYortly after we errived,
Licut, NITO ceme to tekec¢ crarge. PFe forccd sick men to
repair huts, setting time limits on tre work whicr were
entirely insufficient for tte work whick rod to be done.
Despite ry protests, he pcrsisted in ris treatment of men

at the revolver point. Liecut, Fecaly was blamed for any
trouble a2t #11 2nd re certeinly would rave srot rim red it
not been for my sending rim eway in time, Supplics, wrich
vere megrc, consisted only of rice and vegetebles, and
occasionaliy a littlc meat wrictr used to arrive by train
between 10 o'eclock and midnigrt and wrich NITO foreccd very
sick men to carry a kilo from tre trezin to trc cerp in thre
rainy scason. T*is applied, in fact, to all ttre food. lecn
used to fall dovn and injure themsclves, s trere was no
track and mud everywrere between tre camp and tre railwey
stetion., NITO continued drinking #nd on meny occesions Pre
informed me ttat Ye would rave to kill somebody. One night
Ye ceugrt Sgt. Mejor Coombes of 2/4 C.C.S. at tte latrine.
Fe took him to tre guardbouse and the Japenesc guard comriendcr
informed me leter that he Yad becen ordered by NITO to bayonet
him, but trat bc rad refused.s NITO trcn callcd anothrer
memﬂer of tre guard, took Coombecs down to the cemetery end
ordered rim to s%ooé rim, Thre guard agein refused wrercupon
NITO seid "Well, if you won't kill rim I will". Pe tren
took out ¥tis revolvcr end fired two srots ttrroughr Combe's
back. Fortunetely Ye was not killed. NITO bad accuscd ‘rin
of trying to escepe 2nd es a result, for tre ncxt six weceks,
I Yad to patrol t¥e camp 2t nighrt vty NITO, wro wes alweys
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I was ill, but ke would not do
the matter, but I menaged to

20. 4Lt this time, cven NITO's own guerds 2llicd with us
. agelnst Yim, Witr tre aig of the guerd we maneged to get e
| mcssage trrough to Col, NEGATONMO 2nd Brig. Verley =2nd as =
result NITO was removed.

2l. I tren went back to 105 Kilo camp wrerc Col. Hemsey

vas in conmond, I remained t¥cre until Just efter Crristres
1943, Conditions WEre very bad.

22« From 105 Kilo I went to 2 cerp ca2lled NAK OM PATOil,

wrich wes s very large hospital camp, very wecll built, Con-
ditions were rezsonable Witk the exception tret » guard nick-
named “"BUSTY" uscd to beat tre pPrisoners unmercifully,
including kajor Williems Wynn, whro ves given o particularly
Sevcre beating; whren I endcavoured to intervcne I was also
given 2 very bed beating,

23e Tre Jepenesc forced some of tre sick to work a2t NAKO
PLTOF 2nd t*ere were no medicel supplies to trest trose wiro
were ill.

24. When Red Cross supplies errived, large quentities VETre

stolen by tre Japrnesc guards ond I am certain witr tre
cognisence of Col. T wYo wes tren tre conmander,

Taken end sworn ot SYDNEY

Blact
Berth

on tre Tenth day of /S/ €. Bez

Scptember 1946,

Before me
Meenslana




