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A Visit to Down's Park
RE G SMa&seamtR

When I studied in Kiangsu Provincial Fifth Middle School,
Changchow, I made a trip to Down’s Park (jiE) with some of my
friends. Itis situated at the outside of the Minor Southern Gate of
the city and is about four li from the gate. It belongs to Mr. Down
Shun-tze’s (HF B >) family, and so it is named such. Mr. Down
was a great man in Changchow who had a reputation not only for his
learning but also for his military ability, In the Ming Dynasty he
once successfully drove the Japanese pirates from Hang Pai terrifory.
Every one in the city, old or young, male or female, knows his name
and admires his great deeds. '

In order to entertain and recreate our mind, my friends and
I determined to visit this park. One Sunday in the spring, after
having taken breakfast, we set out on foot. It was a fine day, the
sky was cloudless, the sun shone brightly, and the weather was mild
and sereme. On our way we enjoyed a beautiful sight. Here and.
there, the peach trees cast their pink eolors into our sight, as if they
merrily welcomed us. The wheat and barley fields lay green and
fresh before us, The wiliow {rees grew luxuriantly. The wild
flowers blossomed prosperously. KEvery thing appeared happy and
full of life. This made us so cheerful that we walked on and on
without any feeling of weariness. |
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After forty minutes of travel, we arrived &t Down’s Park.
We fouud it was partly ruined, We saw many irregular stones here
and there. The weeds grew all over the ground. However ruined it
might be, it possessed a natural beauty. A little stream flowed by a
small mount. There were some prodigious trees on both sides of the
sireamn. They were so tall and large that I thought they must be
many years old. A high stage stood not far from the stream,
whence I stretched my eye over a distant place, and was very much
pleased to find how beautiful the charms of nature were. After a while
we each chose a'clean flat stone to sit on for taking & rest. A deep
thought then flashed across my mind. I thought this park had been
once the seat of splendid buildings in which Mr. Down lived. When he
held influence, the local magistrate and many other officiais must have
often called on him and flattered him. But alas! where are they
now ? Where are the lovely flowers that were once in full blossom
in the park ¢ * True it is,” said I, “ man is but a shadow; and life,
a dream.”

Before wereturned to our school, we went down to the Down’s
tomb, which was not far from the park. Before i, there was a stone
arch. Two stone horses and two slone tigers guarded the entrance
of it. Here I could not help thinking that though Mr. Down had died
for many years, yet his tomb and his name would live forever.

- A Parable

g 2 B

. The parts of the body once bhad ameetmg to talk about their
“services to man.

“We know that & man lives on food,” said the mouth; “since
my work is to eat, I dare say that a man cannot live without me.
How great and important my service is! '

“No,”” eried the stomach, “I don’t think that the work of the
mouth is more important than mine. If I don’t digest, the mouth
will do more harm to man than benefit if he eats day after day.”

Now comes the tdrn of the hands. The hands said, “ It is we
who bring the food in to the mouth. Without our help, what would
the mouth eat and the stomach digest ?”
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‘The eyes laughed at them and said dogmatically, “Our dear
hands! Yon still rely on us. If we don’t see where the food is, how
can yon bring it ?°*

“Don’t quarrel, dear brethren,” interrupted the feet. “You
aré both right and both wrong. Suppose we don’t walk, can the
bhands brmg what the eyes see T Apparently we do the greatest
work of all1”

The argament contmned for a long time. No one would yield
to the other. At length they all quit work. But no longer had they
done so than they could not move any more.

This distressed their master, the brain, very much. He, there-
fore, gave them some good advice, saying, “ Do you not see that
‘Union is strength’? So long as you work together you will keep
yourselves in good order; but if you quarrel and quit work, it will
cause only misfortune. I sincerely hope that you will love one
another tenderly.” o

Hearing' this, they saw their foolishness, so they worked as
hard as before .

Theory and Practice
e BRASHERESE

There are few who do not know the difference between theory
and practice, buf there are few who know their interaction. In
order to understand their relative positions, we must, first of all,
comprehend their real meaning.

By looking up in the dlctmnary_, we shall find that by practlce
is meant an action, while theory is a doctrine or scheme which
terminates in speculation. ¥From this we can see theory is abstract;
practice, concrete : theory is universal; practice, specific.

They are indeed different in meaning, but they are so closely
related thaf it is hard for us to separate one from the other. This is
because what is called theory implies both the accumulated practical
experiences of past generations and the results of investigations
made by learned men. If one does not thoroughly understand
theory, whatever he attempts, he is sure to fail. On the other hand,
it is also necessary for one to rely upon his own experience and to

investigate all the things in the world, if possible.
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.~ -No matter what kind of specnlation it may be, if not well
applied, it is inaoccurate, and therefore worthless. Take reading as
an example; when we have read a book, and have found all the teach-
ings in it, we should not only keep in mind the new thoughts or
- suggestions, but we should also try to act accordingly.
| In a word, an accurate theory is usually based on a fact, while
practice is always directed by theory. Neither theory alone nor
practice alome will produce best results in doing everything.
They should be worked out together. Thus good practice should
result from good theory. Good theory should result from good

practice. Theory needs practice, and practice needs theory as
well, | ) |

George Stephenson as a Schoolboy

Acrors. George; Harry; Tom; Jerry.
Tme. Evening.

Scese. A schoolroom more than a hundred years ago.

Harry. Dear me! dear me! What shall I do ?

George (kindly). What is the matter, Harry ?

Harry. 1 cannot work out the correct answer to this sum.

George. Try again, my boy. My answers are all correct.

Harry. But you are such a big fellow, George, and much older
than I. Why, you are almost a man.

George. So I am; but you bhave had more schooling than I,
‘Why, I went to work when I was eight. Now I must come to night
school to learn what you learned years ago.

Harry (after a pause). This sum will not work out. It must be
the noise behind us. George, make Tom and Jerry stop talking.

George (turning round). Get on with your work, you noisy
fellows. N '

- Tom. Our work is dene. You see you are not so clever as we
are, George Stephenson.
Jerry. No, certainly not. _
George. Wait a little, my fine fellows. Some day you may be
proud that you went to school with George Stephenson.
~ Tom and Jerry (together). Ha! ha! Ho! ho! ho!
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