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(I4E) Common Gifts
The sunshine is a gloriovs thing,
That comes alike to all,
Lighting the uommg.aqw lowly cot,
The noble’s painted hall,
8 The _B&,m_:nﬁ is 2 gentle thing,
which through the window gleams
Upon the snowy pillow, where
The happy infant mﬂmmBm.
3. It shines .._uvoa.. the fisher’s boat
Ont ,_ou_ the lonely sea,
As well as on the flags which float

On tower om royalty,




The mmﬁh&.owm of summer TorH
Display their silver.sheen

Upon the smoothly shaven lawn,
“And on the village green.

There are no gems in monarch’s crown

More beautiful than they;

And yet ua_s scarcely notic2 them,

But tread them off in play.

The mausic of the birds i3 rmma.
Borne on the ummmmnn breeze,
As swectly from the hedgerows as

From old ancestral trees.

There are as many lovely things,

R BRRB

—



ZE  AEEEK

”‘q - i .

As many Em_mmmwﬁ {iones,
For those who dwell by cottage hearths

As those who sit on thrones.
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The Christmas pitcher
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Time: just last Christmas,
Place: a palace, |
The king. Santa claus,
The queen, His pages.

- The princess, Ladies,

Her nurse, Lords,

-The poor, the old, and

 the sick,
(A beaotiful room is seen
with a Christmas tree in
the center. Sleigh bells
ring, Enter twe king,
running,)

King. Come, queen |
come, Court! ’tis Santa,s
bells! ’tis Santas bells]
( Enter the queen, Enter °

many little I:xrds ard
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ladies. The Sleigh bells

are heard again.)
Queen, 'tis Santa claus|
Lords and ladies, 'tis Sa-
nta clavs,

Queen. I am Elad the pr-
incess is asleep, She must
not see Santa,

(The bells ring 2gain.
Enter Santa clausand his
twelve little pages, They
carry a box.)

All, mexry Chrisim s,
‘Santal

Santa, Merry Christmas, |
king and queen| merry

Christmas, lords ard lad-
ies!

king, We waited up to .

see the gifts you bring
@ the princess.

Queen. You bring her

such pretty things every
year]

 Ladies, Ch, such pretty

things|
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Tords, Oh, Such pretty ]

pretty things! o
Santa. Bring up the

box, my pages,

( The pages bring the
box, Santa takes from

it a common white w- |

aterpitcher, )
‘Here is the princess’s
Christmas gift,
All. That!
- Santa, This,

Queen, Bat it is OnIY a

pitcher!
Santa. True, it is Only
a plrcher

King. But, Santa. dear,

ghe will not Iike that!

Santa, I will leave her.' B
0o > BLAE I O — AR

only his pitcher,
Queen, She wanted a
little coach of geld.
She wrote you all about
it.
Santa, I know, she

- wanted to visit falry land' :
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She wanted the coath to

ride in.
Ladies, She wanted to
visit fairy landl

Lcrds, She - wanted the -

coach to ride inl
Santa, 1 will leave her on-

ly this pitcher, I sayI
will leave her only this

pitcher, Corre, pages|
we must hurry! comel

(Santa and his pages) -

Queen, ] cannot under-
stand it]
King, Nor I

Lords and ladies, Nor I

Nor I

| ('_'A nurse enters, ran-
~ ning.)

Nurse, The princess is up,
dear king and pueen| she
heard the bells| she wo-

uld get up! and here she

comes now, running]

{ Enter the little prin-

céss,)
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All, Merry Christrnas, p-
11 .cess dear]

I rinces®, Merry Christm,
every onel " 1 heard the
~bells {1 came to wait for
Sa;f,ta!

King, Santa has just
£ore, my dear,

Princess.. Oh, I wish t-
hat I had resn him| Whe
re are my presents? Ple-
ase tell me, qnick! I can
~ hardly wait to see them!
(No_ one answess,
Every one looks at the
ﬂooi'.')

I know| you have. hid- |
den them all away! 1
think vou want to sur-

prise me,
~ All, No, no, princess{

Princess, there is no~ |

thing on.the tree at all,
Where are my presents,
mother-dear? where: are
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my presents father?
 Queen, there is your
gift from Santa, dears
there~upon that table,

 Princess. I see nothing

but a pitcher there.
Kinz., That is all he
gave you,
Princess, that!
Lords and ladies. That,

N Princess, why, that can

not be a Christmas gift}
Queen, It is all Santa
left you, |

Princess, But Wherg is |

my litte coach of gold?
I wrote him all about it.

lie left you, |
ﬁrin_cess (Weeping). 1
“cannot go to fairy land!

I can never see that be-

autiful place!

King and queen (weep~

ing), it is tog bad!
‘Lords and ladjes (weep
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~ King. The pitcher is all 3
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Ing). it is very sad!

(Enter thirteen beg-

gars, )

Beggars, Merry christ-
mas, king and queen! Me
rry Christmas ladies and

lords! Merry Christmas,

princess|
The others, Merry Ch-
ristmas, beggarSQ :
- First beggar, Will the
princass give us some of
her gifts?
- King. The princess ne-
ver gives her gifts awayl
Queen, She never gives
her gifts to beggars]

King. So away with |

you, Away! Away|

- Yords and ladies, Aw--
ay] Away|

Princess, Mo, no! do

not ‘drive the beggars.

away, Stay, ptor men| I

have something for youl
Please, ladies,” bring out
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my last year's gifts, Fle-

ase Lords,go quick and
help them,

( The lords and ladies

g0, running, ).

- Kingz, Why,

this?

- Queen. Why do you

give to beggars?
Princess, Fecarse I

what is

know how beggars feel

when they receive no Ch-
ristmas gifts,

‘Second beggar, Did yon
receive nothing then at
all?

- Princess, Only .tha{:_ 0-

minon white pitcher there,
Third beggar, And has

it no milk in it?
Princess (Looking into
the pitcher) Yes, there is

enongh for just one dl—-‘ii__lk,.
that poor cld man may

have it,
First Beggar, thank
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you, princess, thank you!
(He drinks the mik,)
Why, here is enough

for another drink|

(.He gives the pitcher to

second heggaf. who dri-

nks.,)

Princess, I ecannot
anderstand it!

King and queen, Nor
1! Nor 1

‘Secomd beggar, Why,

here is encugh for anoth-

er! (Hé gives the. pitcher

1‘-9 the third Beggar, wkho :

drinks))
Pfincéss. T
understand it!
“King and pucen,
1! Nor I
Third beggar. There is

cannot

still plenty more.' o

(The Be?.‘gars drink fr-
om the pitcher in turn,)
Princess, 1 cannot

BnderStand it|

Nor
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King and queen, Nor I
Ner 1!

Last Beggar. The pite-~
her is still half full of
milk

Princess. Why, then 1
Meall in the pcor, and
the old, and the @ickl

(She opens the street
door and calls,)

Come, poor] Comre, old!
Come, sick! There is
somrething here for every
one!

- First beggar, And now,
dear princess, you shall ha-
Ve your real-christmaspres
ent! you may now go _to

fairy land! But yeu will
not need a ccach of gold,
_Mﬂbﬁﬁ!@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

HH AEIE |

Your fairy land is here |
And your good heart has
brought it! Look into the

pitcher, princess] Lmk] ) |

Beggars, _;Look! ) I[)Ok!

( As the princess looks |
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into the pitcher, the th-
irteen beggars throw off
their cloaks, and

Princess, Why, 'tis fa-

iry land| ‘tis fairy land]

How beantiful] Oh, how
beautiful}
- Santa, And you shan

‘see it every day, for your

good heart has brought it,
Pages, Yes! Your good

heart has brought it.

(The princess looks again
into the pitcher, langhi-
ng W1th joy. The oldthe
peor, ‘and the sick ent-

er from the street, The

Lord and Ladies enter
'Wlth glfts Which th-
ey give to them Santa
and his pages helping.)

Santa
clans and his twelve pa-
e are seen,)
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