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IN THE STEPPES
We left Perekop in the very
worst of humours’—as hungry as
wolves,” and angry with the whole
world. Ifor more than twelve hours:
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1. in the very worst of humouis——
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we had laboured® unsuccessfully,.
employing all our talents and efforts, -
to steal or earn something, and when
at last we became convinced that wes
conld not succeed one way or the:
other, we decided to move on.*
Where? Anywhere—so long as we-
moved on.

We were ready to continue along
precisely the same path of life® we
had long been following—this was-
silently decided by each of us, and
shone plainly in the surly glare of
our hungry eyes.

We were three: we had all but*
Iately met, having knocked up a-
gainst’each other acecidentally in a
public-house in K herson, on the banks:
¢f the Dnieper. One of us had been

1. to labor——¢to endeawvour 4%J1,o

9. to move on——to proceed on one's
way $858ER.
3. path of life—way of life AL¥EHY B
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a soldier in a railway battalion, and
afterwards, it appeared, foreman of a
gang on one of the Vistula railways.
He was a red-haired, muscular man
with cold, grey eyes. He could speak
German, and had a very intimate
knowledge of prison life. Fellows of
our class dislike talking much about
their past, having always more or
Jess! well-founded reasons for silence;
we therefore believed each other—at
least outwardly we appeared to be-

-: .-—‘ l--:n Lnn--‘o Fa¥alE -c -y
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eve, for
but? little belief in himself.

When our second companion, @
small, lean man with thin lips always
sceptically pressed together, told us
he had been a student of Moscow
University, the soldier and I accepted
it as a fact. Indeed, it was all the
same to us if at any previous time he

-

1. more or less to a doubtful de-
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‘'had been student,” detective, or thief
—one thing only was important, that
at the moment of our acquaintance
bhe - should be our equal: hungry,
enjoying the special attention of the
police in the towns and the suspicion
of the muzhiks' in the villages; that-
he should hate both the one and the
other with the hatred of a weak,
hunted, hungry beast; that he should
dream of universal revenge on all
and everything; in a word,® that both.
by his position among the monarchs
of nature and the rulers of life, and
by his own frame of mind?, he should
be a fruit of the same tree as our-
selves.

The third was myself. Out of
the modesty inherent in ime from my
earliest years, 1 will say not a word

1. muazhik —— (méozhik’) a Russian:
peasant iR R Iz,
2 in a word—briefly i S 2o
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about my own qualities', but rot
wishing to appear naive to you I will
bz silent also abecut my defeets; still,
by way of® giving some clue to my
.characteristics, I will only add that I
-always thought myself batter than
.others, and continue in the sams
-.opinion with undiminished sucecess to
this day.

Thus it was we left Peraskop and
went on farther, reckoring for ths
first day on® the shepherds, from
“whom one could always beg for
bread and who seldom refused a
passing stranger.

I walked in front with the
-soldier, the student followed us.
Thrown over his shoulders he had
somethiny that resembled a jacket;
the remains of a broad-brimmed hat

1. quality——general excellence (3%
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-reposed on. his sharp, angular, -and
«<losely cropped head: His thin legs
were clad in tight-fitting trousers
which had patches of many colours,
and on the soles of his feet he had
-fastened with cords plaited out of
strips torn from the lining of his
jacket some object made of the upper
of a high-boot he had found on the
road. He called this contrivapce
*sandals.”* He walked along 1in
silence, kicking up a cloud of dust
with his feet and blinking with his
little greenish eyes. The soldier was
dressad in a red cotton shirt, which
bie said he bad acquired with his cwn
bands in Kherson; over his shirt he
wore a warm, wadded waistcoat; on
his head was an old military cap of
an undecided colour, which he wore
according to the military regulations,
well tilted on the right eyebrow; his

1, s=andals
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Jegs weré clad in wide flapping
Cossack knickerbockers, his feet
were bare.

I too was clothed but bare-footed.
Along we went, and around us on all
sides stretched in noble luxuriance
the undulating steppes, which as they
lay there resembled a huge black dish
covered over by the sultry, cloudless
blue dome of the summer sky. The
dusty, grey road cut through it Like
a broad band, and burned our feet.
Sometimes we passed strips of stubbly
and freshly reaped cornfield, which
had a strange similarity to the
soldier’s long unshaven cheeks.

The soldier went along singing
in a hoarse bass voice:

*Thy holy resurrection* we

sing and praise.’

During his time of service he

—

nilER B

1. holy resarrection
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had held a position in the church of
the vegiment not unlike that of pre-
centor, and he knew an endless
mumber of hymns, psalms, and
chants, which knowledge he fre-
quently misused! when our conversa-
tion flagged.

Before us on the horizon rose
softly outlined forms, delicately
coloured in tints from ldac to pale
rose,

“T'hose are evidently the Crimean
hills,’ said the student in a dry voige.

‘Hills® cried the soldier. ‘You
see them rather sconm, my friend,
They are clouds, only clouds. Look
at them—just like eranberry jelly
with mnk.’

I remarked how pleasant it would
ba if the clouds were really made
of jelly. This at once areused our
hunger—the curse of our days.

1. misused —— ABAAR R sl 46
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*Oh, the devil!’'—the soldier
swore and spat—'if we could only
meet one living soul! There’s nobody!
We shall have to suck our paws as
the bears do in winter.’

‘T told you we ought to make
for* more inhabited places, said the
student didactically.

‘You told us!’ answered the
soldier irritably. ‘You're a scholar,
so you must talk. Where are the
inhabited places here? The devil
only knows where they arel’

The student remained silent and
pressed his lips together. The sun
was setting and the clouds on the
horizon shone with many colours
that words cannoi describe. There
was a smell of earth and salt.

This dry and tasty scent only
made our appetites sharper.

1. to make for——to go in the direce
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Our stomachs shrank together.
Jt was a strange and uupleasant
.sensation; it appeared as though from
all the muscles of our bodies the
‘juices were gradually draining away,
.evaporating, and the muscles losing
their vital suppleness. A feeling of
prickly dryness filled our mouths and
‘throats, our heads grew dizzy, and
“all the time black spots appeared and
-disappeared before our eyes. Some-
times they took the form of steaming
pieces of meat, or loaves of bread;
our wmemory gave these ‘visions
.of tha past, dumb visiouns,* their
characteristic smells, and then it
was lJike a knife being turned about?
in our entrails.

Bowever, we went on deseribing
our feelings to each other, and

1. “visions of the past, dumb visions®’
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keepinig a sharp eye' on every gide,
hoping to see somewhere a flock of
sheep and listening to hear the shrill
squeaking of a Tartar’s cart, carrying
fruit-to an -Armenian® bazaar.

But the steppes were empty and’
silent.

On the eve® of this hard day the-
three of us had eaten four pounds of
rye bread and five water melons, and
had walked about forty versts,*—the
outlay was. not .in proportion to the
income,*—and when we had fallenr
asieep in the market-place at Perekop
we were awvakened by hunger.

The stadent had very justly

1. to keep a sharp ocye——to be
vigilant {9%i,

3. Armenian——-Armenia 83.A

3. on the eve on the evening before
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advised us not to lie down and sleep,
but to occupy ourselves during the
night'..... in decent society, how-
ever, it is not the custom to talk
aloud about plans for the violation
of private property, so I hold my
peace.? I only want to be truthful,.
but it is not in my interest® to be-
rude. I know that people are grow—
ing every day more soft-hearted in
our highly cultivated era, and even:
when they -take their neighbour. by
the throat* with the evident intention:
of throttling him, they try to do so-
with the greatest possible kindness,
observing all the propriety suitable
to the occasion. The experience of
my own throat obliges me to mark

1. to occupy owselves during the night
~— RO, NG GERERMR

9. to hold one’s peace——to be silent
A

3. in one’s interest——to one’s ad-
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‘this progress in morals, and T can
~affirm with a pleasant feeling of
certainty that everything develops
.and improves in this world. In
particular,' this wonderful progress
is weightily confrmed by the yearly
.increase in the number of prisons,
public-houses, and maisons de to-
Lérance.?

Thus, feeling famished and
trying by friendly talk to forget the
pain in our stomachs, we went on
through the waste and silent steppes,
under the rays of the setting sun, in
-the faint hope of finding Something.

efore us the sun was quietly sinking
into soft clouds, which were richly
coloured by its rays, while behind us
and on both sides a blue dimness
seemed to rise from the steppes up to
the sky and narrow the inhospitable

1. in particular especially K3t
3. maisons de tolérance-— —house of ill
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horizon around us.

‘Brothers, let uscolleet materiaF
for a fire,” said the soldier, picking
up & small log of wood from the road.
“We shall have to* pass the night n.

the steppes..... there'll be a heavy
dew. Dry cow dung, twigs—take
everything.’

We separated and began to
collect whatever we could by the
roadside: twigs, dry steppe grass,
and anything that wourid burn.
Every time we had to bend down, we
were geized all through our bodies
with a terrible longing to fall down
to the ground, to lie there immovable
and eat of the earth, the black, fat
earth, to eat much of it, to eat until
we could eat no more, and then to
fall asleep. T'o fall asleep perhaps
for ever, only first to eat, to chew, to-
feel the warm, black porridge slowly

1. to have to to bo obliged to A48
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-going down from the mouth through
-the parched gullet into the craving,
shrunken stomach, which was burn-
ing with desire to absorb anything.

‘If we could only find some soxt
.of roots,” sighed the soldier. ‘There.
are some edible roots. ....’ |

But in the black, ploughed earth
there were no roots. The southern
night came on quickly, and the last
rays of the setting sun had not time
to die away before the stars began
to shine in the dark blue sky, and
around us the black shadows blended
-together more closely and narrowed
the endless flatness of the steppes
that surrounded us.

‘Brothers,’ the student said in an
undertone, ‘there—to the lefi—a man
18 lying.’

‘A man?’ said the soldier doubt-
ipgly: ‘Why should he be lying
there?’

‘Go and ask him. He is sure to
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""hé've"brea.d, as he has settled down®
in the stzppe,’ explained the student.
The soldier looked in the direction
where the man was lying, and spit-
-ting with determination said, ‘Let us
.o to him.’

Only the sharp grzen eyes of the
student could have made out that
the dark heap, some fifty sazfienes?
-to the left of the road, was a man.
We went towards him, stepping
.quickly over the furrows of the
ploughed field and sensible how the
‘new-born hope of feod sharpened our
appetites. We were quite close to
‘him. The man did not move.

‘Perhaps it is not a man,’ said
‘the soldier gloomily, expressing the
thought in all our minds,

But at that very moment* our

I. to scttle down—-—to cease from
wandering AHEEIET s AT 2T o
9, sazhenes——akout 369 feet ;{35&:—33{
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.doubts were dispelled, for the heap
that was lying on the ground began
to move and rise. We saw it was a
.real live ‘man, kneeling down and
stretching out his arms towardsus.

He spoke to ws in a dull,
‘trembling voice: ‘Don’t come near
‘me; I shall shoot you.

- A dvry, sharp creck resounded in
‘the dull air.

We stopped as if by command
and were silent for a few seconds,
stupefied by this unamiable reception.

‘*The villain!' mumbled the
soldier sxpressively.

“Y-e-s— the sbadent said -
fleotively; ‘he goes about with a
revolver~-it’s clear he’s a fish with
roe.’?

‘Ho!* shouted the soldier; he had
evidently decided on some plan.

The man did not chenge his

et
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position and remained silent.

‘Ho, you there! We won’t touch
you, only give us some bread. I
expect you've got some. Give us
some, brother, for Christ's sake.?
May you be cursed—damned!

The last words the soldier
mumbled in his beard. The man
remained silent. |

*Do you hear?’ the soldier
continued, trembling with rage and
despair. ‘Give us some bread. We
won't come near you. 'Liiiow it 50
us,’

‘All right!” said the man shortly.

He might have said to us, ‘My
dear brethren,’ and if he had poured
into those three Christian words all
the purest, holiest feelings, they
would not have excited us as much,

——

le for Christ’s sake———15 ¥ IR ARMER
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nor made us feel as human, as that
dull, short *All right’ did.

‘Do not be afraid of us, good
man,’ said the soldier gently with a
sweet smile on his face, though the
mou could not see his smile, as ‘he
was at a distance of at least twenty
paces fromus. “We are peaceful men
going from Russia to Kuban—money.
failed! us on the way—we have eaten
up® all we had, and this is the second
day we have been without food.’

*Catch!’ said our benefactor,
waving his hand in the air,
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the ploughed field not far from us.
The student hurried to pick it up.
‘Cateh again! again! 1 have no
nmore.’ |
When the student had collected
this strange gift, we found that we'
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‘had about four pounds of dry wheaten
bread. It was covered with earth
and very dry. Dry bread is more
satisfying than new bread, as there
is less moisture in it.

“I'here, and there, and there,’
s8aid the soldier, carefully dividing
the pieces. °*Stop—they are not
equall-—Now then you, professor', I
must pinch a little bit from you, or
he will have too little..... ’

The student submitted without
question to the loss of a small piece
of bread of about one-tenth of an
ounce in weighi. I receivea it and
pnt it in my mouth.

I chewed it, chewed 1t slowly,
with difficulty restraining the nervouy
action of my jaws, which were ready
to crunch stones. The hurried,
spasmodic movement of my gu!let
caused me great pleasure, and 1

—
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satisfied it in..small = quantities.
Morsel after morsel, warm, incom-
preheusibly, indescribably tasty mor-
gels, entered my burning stomach
and seemed instantly to be transforin-
ed into blood and brains. Joy, such
a strange, quiet, and vivifying joy,
warmed my heart, in proportion to
the food that entered my stomach,
and my whole system seemed as in a
doze. I forgot those accursed days
of chronic hunger, I forgot my com-
.panions, being entirely immersed in
the enjoyment of the feelings I was
now experiencing.

But when I had thrown the last
crumbs of bread from the palm of
my bhand intc my mouth, I fel$ still 2
terrible desire to eat.

‘He must still have some lard
or me&t, damn him,” grumbled the
goldier, who was sitting on the
ground near me rubbing his stomach.

‘He must have, for the bread

— 49 —
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smelt of meat. He will have - kept

some bread too.” said the student,

and added-in an undertone, “if 1t

were not for that revolver.....

‘Who is he? Eh?’

‘Kividently one of us Ishmaels®.
?

‘A dog! decided the soldier.

We sat close together and cast

sidelong glances at the place where

our benefactor with the revolver was

sitting. Neither sound nor sign of

life reached us from there.

The night drew its dark forces
around us. T'he silence of death was
in the steppes; we could hear each
other’s breathing. Now and then
the melancholy whistle of a marmot
could be heard. The stars—those
live flowers of the sky-—shone above
u8. “We wanted to eat.

1. Ishmael outecast, one at war

with society iR SILEFFHRZNA, BRI
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I say it with pride —on that
strange night 1 was neither worse
nor better than my chance compan-
ions. 1 proposed that we should get
up and go for® that man. *We need
not touch him, but we can eat all he
has. He may shoot—let him! He
can only hit one of the three, if he
hits at all. And even if he does hit,
a revolver shot is not likely to kill.’

‘Liet’s go,’ said the soldier, jump-
ing up.

The student got up more slowly
than he did. |

So we went almost ranning, the
-student keeping a little behind us.

‘Comrade!” shouted the soldier
reproachfully.

We were met by a low grumble
-and the sharp snap of the cock; there
was a flash of light and the dry sound

1. to go for—to attack Y ¥,
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of a shot reached our ears.

‘Missed!’ cried the soldier joyful-
ly, and in a single bound he reached
the man. ‘Now, you devil, T'll give
it you'.....

The student pounced on the
knapsack. But the devil fell from
his knees on to his back, spread out
his arms, and gasped.

“What the deuce is this?’ said
the soldier in a tone of surprise; he
had already raised his foot to give

the man a kick. ‘Can he have fired
at himsclf? You! VYou thers! ER?
Have you shot yourself?’

‘Here's meat, and cakes of some
kind and bread: a lot, brothers!’
shouted the student with delight.

‘T'hen go to the devil! Yon may
give up the ghost!* Let's eat, my
boys!’ cried the soldier. I took the

1, to give it one——to Punish one ¥i.
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revolver out of the man’s hand, who
had now ceased to gasp and was
lying quite still. There was only
.one shot left in the revolver.

We ate again, ate in silence.
"The man lay there silent too, not
‘moving a single limb. We took no
notice of him. |

A hoarse and trembling voice
‘suddenly said: *Was this done only
for bread, my dear brothers?’

- We all started. The student
.cleared his throat and bending to the
earth began to cough.

The soldier finished gchewing
-what he had in his mouth and
uttered many oaths.

‘You soul of a dog! May you
‘burst like a dry trough! Do yon
-think we wanted to skin you? What
good would it be to us? A fool’s
snout, an unclean soul! A nice thing

—u,ming: himself and shooting at
;peoDIe' Damn you!



TRE - REBBARTEIB &
O MAILEERTMET » 3%
A MPERFIH M FiTo

3oz > FRMMvE R o B
WAf R IS > Ak &
ZAXB o REAZBM o

— WA R 2R RN
FMHEEABEEREHMAE > RY
R L P

RFIAGE T — B o B2y —
VR c T S AP B B o

g ok RN U
RWEFSRANBE o

RE IR — R R
RRRTKRTMEBIER | rUBRm
MK e o9 BN P ORI M A B &
B?—HEFMHE B sil > —
EAFHOER! —FHFEm —
RERgEna > @wRINA L B L&
R D

%

— 51 —



He swore while he was eating,
-which took from his curses all their
-expressiveness and strength.

‘Just wait—when we have eaten
we will settle with® you,’ said the
-student ominously.

Then in the stillness of the night
the sound of whimpering sobs fright-
.ened us.

‘Brothers—as if I knew!® 1 fired:
because I was afraid. I am going
from New Athos to the Smolensk
‘Government.—Oh, good Lord! The
fever seizes me—as soon as the san
gets. — 1t’s my misfortune. — To
escape the fever T left Athos.—Did-
joinery there.—JI’'m a joiner.—Have:
a wife at home—two girls—three
years—nearly four—have not seen
them — brothers ! — Iat everything

]
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*We shall eat everything, never
fear.” You needn’t ask us,’ said the
student.

‘Good God! Had I only known
that you were peaceful, good pecple
—would I have thought of firing?—
It was the steppes, brothers—night.*
—HRorgive me!—Eh?’

He talked and cried, or rather
gave out a trembling, frightened
whimper.

‘Snivel away,” said the soldier
contenipiuousiy. |

‘He must have money on him,
suggested the student.

The soldier half-closed his eyes,.
lcoked at him, and smiled.

*You'’re cute! Let’s make up a
fire and go to sleep.’

‘And he?’ inquired the student.

1. never fear——don’t be anxious A Jii:
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*‘He may go to the devill We
can't roast him, can we?

“We ought to,'* and the student
shook his sharp head.

We went for the stuff we had
collected but dropped when the joiner
had arrested us with his ery, brought
it up, and were soon seated round a
fire. It smouldered slowly in the
windless night, and lighted up the
small space where we were seated.
We were getting sleepy, although we
would gladly have supped again.
‘Brothers!” the joiner called to us.
e was lying three paces from us,
and at times it seemed to me that he
was whispering something to himself.

‘Yes,” answered the soldier.

*May I come to you—to the fire?
I feel death approaching—all my
bones ache.~Good Lord!—I see I

S
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shall never get home.’

‘Crawl here, the student gave
permission.

The joiner moved slowly along
the ground towards the fire, just as
if he were afraid to lose an arm or a
lee. He was tall but terribly thin;
every part of him shook strangely,
and his dim eyes reflected the pain
that was eating him up.® In the
light of our fire his drawn and
haggard face had a yellow, earthy,
corpselike colour. He trembled all
over, and aroused our contempt and
pity. Stretching his long thin hands
to the fire he rubbed his bony fingers,
and their joints bent slowly, flabbily.

At last it was repulsive to look at
him.

‘Why did you come in such &
condition—and on foot too? Stingy,
eh?’ the soldier asked surlily.

——gy

i. to eat one up——to wear out the
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‘T was advised—don’'t go by
water, they said—go through the
Crimea—air,* they said. And now
I can’t walk any more—1'm dying,
brothers—I shall die alone in the
steppes.—The birds will peck at me
—nobody will know—my wife, the
girls, will wait for me.—I wrote to
them—and my bones will be washed
by the rain in the steppes.—Good
T.ord! Good Lord!

His whine was like the sad howl
of a wounded wolf.

‘Oh, the devill eried the enraged
soldier, jumping up; ‘what are you
whimpering for? Why can’t you
leave people in peace? Are you dy-
ing? Well then, die, but b2 quiet!
Who wants you? Hold vour tongue!’

‘Give him a knock on the head,’
suggested the student.

1. air- WO LA STAE,  RURESA
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‘Liet’s lie down and go to slzep,
said 1, ‘and you, if you want to be
near the fire, don’t howl, come now.’

‘Did you hear?’ said the soldier
sternly. ‘You just understand that.
You think we are sorry for you and
will look after' you, because you
threw bread at us—and sent bullets
after us? You're a sour devill
Others would have..... Phew!’

The soldier said no more but
stretched himself on the ground.

The student was already lying
down. Tlay down too. The fright-
ened joiner came nearer and lay
huddled together looking at the fire
in silence. 1 was on his right and
could hear his teeth chatter. The
student lay curled up to his left and
seemed to fall asleep at once. The
soldier put his arms under his head
and looked up at the sky.

1, to look aftar-——to attend? to take:
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*What. a night! Eh? What
numbers of stars! How warm! he
said to me a few minutes later.
*What a skyl-—a quilt, not a sky! 1
love this wandering life, gooed friend.
It’s cold and hungry, but very free.
You have no chiefs over you—you're
master of your own life. You may
eat your head off'—nobody dare say
a word to you. It's fine! I've been
famished these days, and cross—and
now I am lying here looking at the
sky. The stars twinkle at me, as if
to say “Never mind, Lakutin, stili

and give in to® no
man’’ Yes, my heart is happy.....
And you—how are you? Eh, joiner,
don’t be cross with me, and don’t be
afraid of anything. It’s nothing that
we have eaten your bread—youn had
breagl and we had none, so we ate

1. 13
gG on in the worid,

1. to eat one’s head off to do any*
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yours. You're a ferocious man, to
send bullets at us. Don’t you under-
stand bullets can harm a man? 1
was very cross with you just now,?
and if you had not fallen down, I
would have thrashed you, brother, for
your insolence. As for the bread, you
will get as far as Perekop to-morrow
-and can buy some there—you have
money I know. Is it long since you
caught the fever?’ |

For a considerable time the bass
voiee of the soldier and the trembling
voice of the sick joiner rang in my
ears. 'The night—dark, almost black
—sank aiweys lower and lower on
the eért‘ﬁ, and fresh, swect air poured
into my breast.

The fire cagt a steady light and
a quickening heat around. My eyes
.closed.

1. 3just now——a little moment ago —
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“*Get up, quick, come along:?V’

I woke with a frightened start,
opened my eyes, and jumped up
quickly, -the soldier helping me on
my legs® and pulling me violently by
the arm.

‘Now, quick, step out®!’

His face was stern and alarmed.
T looked round. The sun was rising
and already a rose-coloured ray fell
on the fixed grey face of the joiner.
His mouth was open, his eyes stood
out of their sockets and stared with
a glazed look expressive of terror.
The clothes were torn ofi his chest,
and he lay in an unnatural, contorted:
position. The student was nowhere
to be seen.

*Well, haven’t you seen enough?
Come along, T tell you,” insisted the

1. come along———mako hasto £{R] &
JI a4 a5,

3. to help one on one’s legs-—to help-
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-goldier, trying to draw me away by
pulling my arm.

‘Is he dead?”” I asked, shivering
‘in the morning freshness.

‘Of course he is! If you were
stifled you would be dead toe,’ the
‘soldier explained.

‘He? The student?” 1 cried.

‘Well, and who else? Was it
you? Or I perhaps? Yes. So much
for the learned. He has finished
with!' the man cleverly and left his
own comrades in the lurch.? If I
had known 1'd have killed that
student yesterday, killed him with
one blow., DBang with the fist in the
femple—and there'd have been one
less villain in the world. You
understand what he's done? Now
‘we must go on, so that® not a single

1. to finish with——to bring to an end
iﬁ;ﬁo

3. to leave in the lurch to desert in
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human eye shall see us in the steppes.
Understand? Because to-day the
joiner will be found strangled and
robbzd. And they will search for
the likes of us. **Where do you
come from? Where did you spend
the night?” Well, and if they catch
us? Kven though you and I have
nothing. .. .. and his revolver is in
my breast pocket. That's the dif-
ficulty?

“T'hrow it away,” I advised the
soldier. | |

“P'hrow it away?’ said he reflect-
mg. ‘It's a valuable thing. And
perhaps they won't catch us just yet.
No, I won't throw it away..... Who
knows that the joiner had arms on
him? I won't throw it away. It's
worth about three roubles. There’s
~a bullet init. Ah, me! What would
I not give' to fire this very bullet

—_— -

1, what would 1 not give . cs o4 o —
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into our dear comrade’'s ear. How
much money has the dog carried oif?
BEh?  Anathema!’

‘So much for the joiner's daugh-
ters!’ said I.

‘Daunghters ? What daughters?
Ah, his daughters. Well, they’ll
grow up; they won't marry us
There’s no talk® about them. Let's
be off,? brother, quickly.—Which
way are we to go?’

‘T don’t know, it’s all the same.’

‘T don’t know either, and T know
5 all the same. Let's go to the
The sea must be there.’

We went to the right.

I looked back. Iar away in the
steppes rose a dark mound, and
above 1t shone the sun.

‘You're looking to see if he is

h’
iy
Q o
-
~te
——

1. there’s no talk about them Wwo

need not talk about them RSP




o MENERZDER P ITF ? 53
MR A

MAELZRFMXRSEREAHEN
EHRT VRB o

L P A BB W b &k
ReomPIRFER BMAXTE
FEARTAT c R ER ML o MR M
Moo M o e 1l
BE B GEHRUE P

‘RAGE » BR—EMARE

RBAmE > REABERE—
ko RmASER - -
£ I Bt o?

A A Gk o

WENW — & o 1 B f & F B
UL R O I AN | R I N 3 { S o 7]
MBI o

e E AL @ R E o Kilg R

2. to be off——to go away B[

-— 15 =



risen. No fear,' he won't get up and
follow us. The student’s a skillful
lad, you see he’s settled him thorough-
ly. What a comrade! HHe’s done
for us well.? Alas, brother, people
get worse from year to year; they
arc always getting worse,’ said the
soldier in a sad voice.

The steppes, silent and deserted,
flooded with the morning sun, stret-
ched all round us, melting on the
horizon into the sky with such a
clear, such a caressing, generous
light, that every biack and unjust
deed appeared impossible in the
midst of this immense simplicity,
this open plain covered over by the
blue dome of the sky.

‘T could devour anything, bro-
ther. said my companion, making

———— J—

1. no fear——not likely KKEER€r,
2. to do for—to spoil the prospect of

=18 —



oo RS PRI o B
Fe — N8 A0 10 po A FE 0 R T AL 4 )
M THT o BF&— BRI kK
BRIVAE o B o> i > — & — I
AMEHT ; URBE BB
Sl SRR EREY o

W RREAN > KB B E
BoBk o MHAERMOME > S
WMAKESHEBAEBEEN® 2 8
BRI o B EHR 0 — bR

;'J.FI'T - = K
RAENEWMGE S AR

EEMMAMEMREZ D > AM
RECHEEEHTMINET o |

HOBE M TR AR HL R 0 R
BOORBAEER 0 — T [ S — 8

ll

HEENARIZ



himself a cigarette’.

“What shall we eat to-day? and
where? and how?’

A puzzle.

At this point my neighbour in
the hospital ward finished his tale,
saying:

“I'hat’s all. 1 got very friendly
with this soldier and we went together
to the Kars district. He was kind
and a man of experience, a typical
bare-footed tramp. I respected him.
We went on together to Asia Minor,
and then we lost sight of each other.’

‘Do- you remember the joiner
sometimes?’ asked I.

‘As you gee—or rather as you
have heard.”

‘And—feel nothing?’

He laughed.

—

1. making himsolf a cigarette——7H+3
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‘What ought I to feel about it?
T am not to blame! for what happened
to him, as you are not to blame for
‘what happened to mé. And nobody
18 to blame for anything, for we are
.all alike—beasts.'

1. to be to blame——to desorve censure
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THE KHAN AND HIS SON

There lived conce in the Crime
a Khan, Mosolayma-el-Asrab, fmd
he had a son called Tolayk-Algalla.

With these words the blind
Tartar beggar, seated with his back
against the bright brown stem of an
arbutus, began to relate one of those
old legends of the peninsula, so rich
in memories of the past. Round ths

story-teller a group of Tartars ip.
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bright-coloured ZkLhalats® and gold-
embroidered caps were seated on
fragments of stone that time had
detached from the palace of some
ancient IXhan., It was evening, and
the sun was slowly sinking into the
saa; its red rays pierced the masses
of dark green foliage surrounding
the ruing and fell in bright spots on
the moss-grown stones and the trails
of clinging green ivy. The wind
sang in the branches of the old plane-
trees and their leaves rustled as if
invisible streams of waler were
ﬂoﬁing through the air. The blind
beggar’s voice was weak and shaky,
and his stony face expressed nothing
in 1ts wrinkles but repose. The
words he knew by heart® flowed one
after the other and presented to his
hearers a picture of the past days,

1, khalats———kitt AR A ER,

2. -to know by heart to have learnt-
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rich in strength of feeling.

The Khan was old (said the blind
man), but he had many women in his
harem®'. They loved the old man
because he still had his meed of
strength and fire and his caresges?®
were tender and burning, and women
will always love him who can caress
with strength, even if* he is grey,
even if his face 1s wrinkled. Beauty
lies in strength, and not in a soft
skin and rosy cheeks.

They all loved the Khan, but he
himself favoured a Cossack prisoner
from the Dnieper steppes and always
loved her more passionately than the
other women of his harem, his large
harem of three hundred women of
all countries. Hach was as beautiful
as the spring flowers, and they all

| 1. harem WM NEE, BT
B3k, FHRBEARE,

9. caress —— HIfs, (R ERFELSA
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lived comfortably. The Khan order-
ed many swest and tasty viands for
them, and suffered them to dance
and play when they liked.

He often called his Cossack girl
to him in the tower, where you could
see the sea, and where he had pre-
pared for her all that a woman
can need to make her life joyful:
sweetmeats and all sorts of rich
fabrics, gold and stones of many
colours, music and rare birds from
distant lands, and the burning caress-
es of the enamoured Khan. In this
tower he amused himseilf with her
for whole days, resting from the toil
of his life in the knowledge® that his
son Algalla would not lower the
renown of the IKhanate when like a
wolf he raided the Russian steppes,
whence he always returned with rich
spoils, with new women, with new

1. in the knowledge——knowing 413,

p— 88 Ty



VTR > MBS MM o
THFMAMEFETHEBETONRYY
50 P - 2 5 T B OE Bk 4% L e o
A A A B R & A B
) A0 A2 — 88 > AE IR 5L IR I AR S 8L
R > EBERFEBT ML A
TE 68 T R R RS R s e — W)
W R FRERO&RY
ER I FI PN B oW
BB o FA K BT K — B
HA B o MEBEMIE R > WMWEXRE
MR AR M — B ER&L
TH > aubaRTFRMBMELR
M MRS EEBER TR
— 445 VL YRR B W IR 0 AR D
T80 e AL AR R AT B MR AE &
B AN HimksE > BTEAMD

- 89 —



glory, leaving behind him terror and
ashes, corpses and blood.

Once Algalla returned from a
raid into Russia and great festivities
were held in his honour. - Al the
mirzas® of the peninsula came to
them; there were games and feast-
ings, and they shot arrows from their
bows into the eyes of the prisoners,
trying who had the greatest strength
in the arm; and again they drank
and extolled the bravery of Algalla,
the terror of hig enemicg, the support
.of the Khanate. The old Khan was
much pleased at his sorn’s glory. It
was good for him, an old man, to
know that when he died, the Khanate
would be in strong hands.

- It was good for him to kmow
ais, and wishing to show his son the
-strength of his love, he spoke to him

the common title of llO.IlOl‘
-for men in Persia, usually prefixed to the

1, mirza
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‘before all the inirzas and beks' who
were there at the feast. Holding
his goblet in his hand he said: ‘My
.own dear son, Algalla! Glory to
Allah!® and glory be to the name-of
‘his prophet.’?

They all sang in a chorus of
powerful voices a hymn to the glory
of the name of the prophet, and then
‘the Khan said: *Allah 18 great!
Even in my lifetime he has renewed
-my youth in my brave son; 1 see
with my old eyes that when the sun
will be shut off from them, and when
-the worms will gnaw at my heart, 1
shall live again in my son. Allah
is great and Mahomet is his true
prophet! I have a2 good son; his arm
is strong, his heart is brave, hLis mind
is clear. What do you wish your

1. bok—— KRB AR
2; Allah ~“The Supreme Being g_ﬁ_@;
AN TN AE R LT 0T8T,




NoMREEG L - NaARERH
MR FHRFe o MFERLEAER
W CRBI M BT o BT !
R EHHERE ) RBLES KW
Bl

Mm gt EABE -8B
RPBFATENBPHFE > A%
WHERY hHREEARmMm I HER
EREEZ > MERBURTFH
LB TROHFE 5 RWERE N
EROBMEARB N » @ KRB
RODEGE REBTELEREF o

o LAt REXS s REME LW
_ﬁﬂ:mﬁasz{!% — 18 & 5t -F
Al e R TSR 0 A0 RS D R K
m:mmmmﬁ MMOWEW”

3. his prophet——Mahomet FRZEERTE
%.J;'?i’i’fl’-'lﬁ %ﬁo .



father’s 'bands to-give you, Algalla?
Speak and I wﬂl give you all that
you desne

The old Khan’s voice had hard-
ly died’ away when Tolayk-Algalla
rose with flashing eyes, black as the
sea at night and burning as the eyes
of a mountain eagle.

QO monarch and father,” he said,.

‘give me the Russian prisoner.’?

The Khan was silent, silent only,
as long as was necessary to quell the
ghudder in ‘his heart, and after his
silence hé said in a loud, firm voice:.
‘T'ake her! When the feast is over
you may.take her.....

The daring Algalla flushed with
delight, his eagle eyes sparkled with
great joy; he stood up to his full
height, and said to the Khan his
father: ‘I know what you give me,.

1. Russien prisoner Bri i B
05— LR E R A R IR TR R
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sovereign and father—I know it. I
am your slave—your son. Take my
blood, a drop each hour—twenty
deaths will T die for you!

‘T want nothing,” said the Xhan,
and his grey head, erowned with the
glory of long years and many great
deeds sank on his breast.

" "Soon the feast was over, and
they both went out of the palace to
the tharem, walking side- by ‘side in
silence.

. The m'g'hu was dark; neither the.

thick curtam.

Tor a long time they went on in
silence, and at last Khan-el-Asrab
spoke:

- ‘Day by day® my life is ebbmg
—my old heart beats ever slower
and slower, there is always less fire

—

1., day by day——as the days pass KK
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11 my breast. 'The light and warmth
of my life were that Cossack girl’s
ardent caresses. Tell me, Tolayk,
tell me—is she really necessary for
you?  Take a hundred of my wives
—~—take them all, instead of her.’

Tolayk-Algalla sighed and was
silent.

‘How many days have I left me?
I have few days more on the earth.
She is the last joy of my life—this
Russian girl. She knows me, she
loves me:; who will love me when she
is not there—me, an old man? Who?
Not one of them all, not one,
Algallal’

Algalla was silent.
| ‘How shall I live knowing that
you are embracing her, that she is
kissing you? Nor a woman we are
not father and son, Tolayk; fer a
-woman we are all men, my son! It
were better if all the old wounds on

— 98 —
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my body had opz2ned, Tolayk, that
my blood had flowed out—it were
better if I did not survive this night,
my son!’

His son remained silent. They
stopped at the door of the harem,
and silently, their heads sunk on
their breasts; they stood long before
it. Darkness was around them,
clouds chased across the sky, the
wind shook the trees and seemed to
be singing to them.

‘Father, T have long loved her,
gaid Algalla quietly.

‘I know it, and ! know that she
-does not love you,’ said the Khan.

‘My heart is torn when I think
.of her!’ _

‘What 138 my old heart full of
now?’ | |

And again they were silent.
Algalla sighed.

—- 100 —
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o 8ge.. ‘what -the wise mollqh
“told me is tme Woman is always
‘harmtal to man. If she is beautiful,
'she arousges in others the desire to
possess’ her, and her husband 1is
,gwen over® to the pangs of jealousy.
If she is ugly, her husband iS envious
of others, and suffers from envy. If
she 1s neither pretty nor ugly, the
man imagines she is beautiful, and
understanding that he has made a
mistake again suffers through her—
through a woman.’

- "Wisdom is no medicine® for the
pains of the heart,’ said the Khan.

 ‘Father, we must pity each
other.’

The Khan raised his head and

looked sor rowfully at his son.

1. mollah—fif, ROV ST RS,
9. to be given over
Bﬂlf to -—!.jfi;f o

to addiet one’st
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‘Let us kill her,’ said Tolayk.

The Khan thought 2 moments
then he quietly murmured: ‘You
love yourself better than her and’
me.’

‘Yes, and you too.

Again they were silent.

‘Yes, and I too,’ said the Khan
sadly. Grief had made him a child..

‘Well, shall we kill her?

‘T cannot give her to you, T
cannot!’ said the Khan.

‘And T can suffer no longer; tear
out my heart, or give her to me.’

The Khan was silent.

‘Or let us throw her into the sea
from the cliffs.’

*Tuet us throw her into the sea
from the cliffs,’ the Khan repeated
the words like an echo of his son’s’
voice. N |
"~ Then they went into the harem,
where already she was asleep on the-
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~floor on her sumptuous carpet. They
stopped before her and looked—they
looked long at her. Tears flowed
from the old Khan's eyes and ran
down his silver beard, where they
shone like pearls, and his son stood
there with flashing eyes, grinding
his tetth to suppress his passion as
he aroused the Cossack girl. She
awoke; from her face, rosy and
deligate as the dawn, her eyes open-
ed out like cornflowers. She did not
see Algalla, and stretched out her
red lips to the I han.

‘Kiss me, my eagle!’

‘Get up—you must come with
us, the Khan said gently.
- Then she saw Algalla, and the
tears in her eagle’s eyes; she was
quick to perceive,' and so understood

all

1. quick to perceive——quick to dis-
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‘T will come,” she said, ‘I will
come, Neither for the one nor for
the otherP—is that how you have
decided? Strong hearts had to
decide thus! T will come.’

Then all three went towards the
-8ea in silence. They went by narrow
paths, and the wind howled loudly.

The girl was frail, and soon
became tired, but she was proud and
did not want to tell them.

When the Khan’s son noticed
that she was staying behind them,
id to her, ‘Are you afraid?’

Her eyes sparkled at him and
she showed him her bleeding feet.

‘Liet me carry you,’ said Algalla,
holding out his arms to her. But
she put her arms round the neck of
her old eagle. The Khan lifted her
up like a feather and canled Ler,
while she, restmg in 1118 arms, bent
the branches away from his face for

— 108 —
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fear' they might hurt his eyes.
Long they walked on, and at last
they heard the sound of the sea in
the distance. 'Then Tolayk, who was
following them along the footpath
said to his father, ‘Let me go in
front, or I shall desire to stab you
in the neck with my dagger.’

‘Pass on. Allah will fulfil your
desire or forgive it—His will be
‘done. I, your father, forgive you.
I know what it is to love.”

At last the sea lay before.them.
There, far below them was space,
black and boundless. Dully the
‘waves sang at the foot of the rocks:
1t was dark down there, and cold,
and terrible.

‘Tarewell,’ said the Khan, kiss-
ing the girl. |

‘I"arewell,’ said Algalla, bowing
to her.

-

lest EQ

1. for fea
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. She looked down = where . the
+waves were singing and shrank back
-pressing her hands to her breast.

“I'nrow me down!’ she said to
them.

Algalla stretched out his arms
to her and groaned, but the Khan
toek her in his arms, pressed her
tightly to his breast, and kissed her;
then, lifting her above his head, he
‘threw her over the cliff.

_Below the waves dashed and
.8ang; 8o loud were they that neither
of them heard when she reached. the
‘water, not a cry nor a sound did they
‘hear. The Khan sank on the rocks
and silently looked down into the
darkness and distance, where the sea
was merged in the clouds, whence
swept the dull sound of the splashing
waves and the wind came flying past
and blew about his grey beard.
Tolayk stood by him, hiding his
face in his hands, motionless and
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speechless as a stone. Time passed
and the clouds ‘sped over the sky
one after another, chased by the
wind., Dark and heavy they were,
like the tl_lougllts of the old Khan
who lay above the sea at the top of
the high cliffs.

‘Father, let us go,’ said Tolayk.

- “Wait,” whispered the Khan, as
if listening. Again time sped by,.
the waves splashed below, and the
wind flew over the rocks and howled
in the trees. |

*Father, let us go.”

*Wait a little longer.”

Many times did Tolayk-Algalia
say: ‘Father, let us go.” DBut the
Khan would not move from the place
where ‘he had lost the joy of his
remaining days.

But everything has an end! At
last he rose, vigorous and proud; he
rose, frowned, and said in a hollow
voice, ‘Liet us go.’
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They went, but soon the Khan
stopped.

‘But why am I going, Tolayk,
and where?’ he asked hisson. *Why
should I live now, when all my life
was in her? I am old, no one will
love me again, and if nobody loves
you it is senseless to live in the
world,’

‘You have glory and riches,
father.’

- “aive me one of her kisses, and
you may have ali those ag a reward.
They are dead, it is only the love of
woman that lives. If he has not
that love, man has not life—he is a
beggar and his days are pitiable.
Farewell, my son; may Allah’s bless-
ing rest on your head, and remain
with you for all the days and nights
of your life!” And the Khan turned
his face to the sea. |

‘Fatheér,” cried Tolayk, ‘father!’
—and he could say no more, for you
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can say nothing to a man on whom
death smiles,' you can say nothing
-which would restore the love of life
to his soul.

‘Let me go. .. ..

‘Allah.....

‘He knows. .... |

With rapid steps the KXhan went
to the edge of the cliff and threw
himself down. His son did not
prevent him—he could not, for there
was not time. Again nothing was
heard from the sea, not a cry, not
the noise of the Khan’s fall. Only
the waves splashed belew and the
wind droned wild songs.

Long did Tolayk-Algalla look
down the cliff; at last he said aloud:

‘Give me too such a strong heart, O
Allah?

}

1. on whom death smiles——%%—{HA
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Then he went into the darkness
of night... ..

Thus perished IKhan Mosolayma-
el-Asrab, and Khan Tolayk-Algalla
reigned in the Crimea.
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