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Regulation

Governing the Transmission

of
Demestic Telegrams

by the

Post Office



Regulations governing the Transmission of

Domestic Telegrams by the Post Office.

I. Wherever th.rc exists a Post Office (Third Class Post
Offices and Postal Agencies excepted), but no Telegraph Office,
the Post Office accepts domestic telegrams on behalf of the
Telegraph Office for transmission to any place in China having a
Postal or Telegraph establishment.

2. Telegrams transmitted by the Post Office on behalf of the
Telegraph Office will be styled “ Telegrams transmitted by Post”
(¥ M W ) and classified into A,B, and C Classes (hereafter to
be called A Class, B Class and C Class Telegrams) as follows:

A. Class Telegrams arc thosc telegrams which are sent
from a place A where is a Post Office, but at which no
Telegraph Office exists, through a p'ace B wherc both a
Telegraph Office and a Post Office or Agent exist, to a place
C, where there is a Telegraph Office, for delivery (vide Figurc
No. 1).

A, B. C.
-lE!‘l» —— _M =
Figure No. 1. ]
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B. Class Telegrams are those telegrams which are sent
from a place A having a Telegraph Office through a place B,
tclegraphically and Postally connected, to a place C where
there is a Post Officc or Agency—but no Telegravh Office
—%or delivery (vide Figura No. 2).
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'C. Class Telegrams are those telegrams which are sent
from a place A to a place D neither of them telegraphically
served but both having Post Offices, or, in the case of place
D, an Agency. The intermediate places B and C. however,
are both served by Post and Telegraph establishments and
are telegraphically ccnnected (vide Figure No. 3).

AO B. C. D.
"y W
Figure No. 3. |
— P + e/ S

't - ' r
3 ﬂ =. E !
. —
P.O. P.0. & T.O. T.0. & PO. P.O.

3. (¢) A Class tclegrams must be prepared in duplicate
by the sender and handed in by him to the Post Office at place A,
where there is no Telegraph Office, (vide Figure No. 1). Such
telegrams must bear the full address so as to facilitate delivery
by the Telegraph Office at place of destination. The Post office
at place A, on rcceiving such a telegram, shall preparc a
receipt in duplicate, issuing the original to the sender and
retaining thc copy to serve later in support of the accounts.
(Vide Accounts Instruction, § 1,2.). The duplicate copy of the
telegram is also to be retained at the Post Office for record.

In addition to the receipt in duplicate, the Post Office at placce
A is also to prepare an A.R. which is to be forwarded together
with the original telegram (duly placed in an envelope pronerly
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closed and addressed to the Telegraph Office at place B; postage
stamps to the value of 18 cents are to be affixed to the envelope.
Vide § 4) to the Post Office or Agency at place B for delivery
to the Telegraph Office there against receipt; the A.R. is to
be immediately returned to the Post Office at place A to be
kept there for reference. As soon as the Telegraph Office at
place B receives the said telegram, it shall be wired to the
Telegraph Office at place C for delivery to the Addressee.

() B_ Class telegrams shall be wired by the Telegraph
Office at place A (Figure No. 2) to the Telegraph Office at
place B to be handed over to the Postal establishment there
against receipt. Svch a telegram when hand~d over to the Postal
‘establishment must be enclosed in an envelope franked with
18-cents postage; it must be properly closed and is to bear
the full address so as to facilitate delivery by the Post Office
or Agency of destination. The Post Office or Agency shall then
immediately prepare a registration receipt and an A.R. and, with
these documents attached, the telegram is to be transmitted to the
Post Office or Agency at place C for its delivery to the addressee
against receipt and A.R. signed by him. The recipient’s
receipt is to be kept in the Office for record while the A.R.
is to be immediately returned to the Post Office or Agency
at place B to be kept there for reference.

(o) C Class telegrams must be prepared in duplicate by
the sender and handed in by him to the Post Office at place
A, where there is no Telegraph Office (vide Figure No. 3).
Such telegrams must bear the full address so as to facilitate
delivery by the Post Office or Agency at place of destination.
The Post Office at place A, on receiving such a telegram, shall
prepare a receipt in duplicate, issuing the original to the sender
and retaining the copy to serve later in support of the
accounts (Vide Accounts Instruction, § 1, 2). Tre duplicate
copy of the telegram is also to be retained at the Post Office
for record,

In addition to the receipt in duplicate, the Post Office at place
A is also to prepare an A.R. which is to be forwarded together
with the original telegram to the Post Office or Agency at
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place B for delivery to the Telegraph Office there against receipt,
and the A.R. is immediately to be returned to the Post Office
at placc A to be kept for referencc. The Telegraph Office at
place B. after receipt of the said telegram, wires it to the
Telegraph Office at place C. which encloses the telegram in
a properly closed envelope bearing the full address of the
addressee, and franked with postage stamps to the wvalue of
18 cents, and delivers it to the Post Office or Agency at place
C_against receipt. The Post Office or Agency at place C
shall ‘prepare a registration receipt and an A.R. which are to
be attached to this telegram and shall transmit all three to the
Post Office or Agency at place D where the telegram is
delivered to the addressee against receipt and A.R. signed
by him. The recéipient’s receipt is to be kept at the Office or
Agency of delivery, while the A.R. is to be immediately returned
to the Post Office or Apency at place C to be kept there for
reference.

4. (a) On each A Class Telegram the Post Office at place A
(Figure No. 1), besides collecting from K the sender a charge
of 13 cents as in the case of an express letter and an A.R. fee of §
cents (hereinafter to be called postage 18 cents), shall, according
to the Telegraph Tariff, collect the telegram charge. For the
18 cents received as postage the Post Office shall affix stamps to
the cover of the telegram.

(5) On each B Class telegram, the Telegraph Office at place
A shall collect from the sender, in addition to the telegram charges,
according to the telegraph Tariff, a postage of 18 cents. On
arrival of the telegram at the Telegraph Office at place B, the
Telegraph Office there shall enclose the telegram in a cover
properly closed, fully addressed, and having affixed thereon
postage stamps to the value of 18 cents, and post it at the Post
Office or Agency there to be transmitted to the Post Office or
Agency at place C for delivery to the addressee.

(¢) On each C Class telegram the Post Office at place A’
(Figure No. 3) shall collect from the sender 36 cents postage plus
telegram charges to be collected between the Postal establishments
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A and D (i.e., either provincial or inter-provincial according to the
Telegr'a_;;h Tariff). Eighteen cents of the postage shall be retained
at the Post Office and placed to the credit of the Telegraph Office.
The telegram is to be enclosed in a cover, properly closed and
fully addressed, whereon postage stamps to the value of 18 cents
are to be affixed, and the cover is to be transmitted to the Post
Office or Agency at place B to be delivered to the Telegraph
Office there for further transmission of the telegram by wire. On
arrival of the telegram at the Telegraph Office at place C, the
Telegraph Office there shall enclose the telegram in a cover-
properly closed and fully addressed and having affixed upon it
postage stamps to the value of 18 cents—and shall post it at the
Post Office or Agency there to be transmitted to the Post Office or
Agency at place D for delivery to the addressee.

The rate of postage stipulated for in the above paragraphs
shall be doubled in case of a telegram transmitted within Sinkiang
or Mongolia, or between places in Sinkiang or Mongolia and other
provinces.

The postage stipulated for above applies to a cover containing
a telegram weighing not more than 20 graiomes; over-weight is
to be paid for at the rate of 3 cents (6 cents in Mongolia or
Sinkiang) per 20 grammes or fraction thereof.

5. With regard to telegrams—whether Chinese or foreign, in
plain language or in code—transmitted by the Post Office, the
sender must write the text legibly in order to avoid mistakes.
The Post Office is responsible only for transmission and delivery,
and does not cipher or decipher the text of the telegrams.

A Class telegram : Should such a telegram be in plain Chinese
language and not ciphered into telegraphic figures, the Post Office
at place A (Figure No. 1) shall accept the telegram and forward it
to the Telegraph Office at place B. The latter Office shall cipher
it into telegraphic figures and forward it to the Telegraph Office
at place C for delivery to the addressee. Such telegrams, ciphered
by the Telegraph Office, are exempt from ciphering fec.

B Class telegram: Should such a Chinese telegram in plain
figures be received by the Telegraph Office at place B (figure
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No. 2) it shall be deciphered into plain language,—both the figures
and the Chinese characters being given—and handed over to the
Post Office or Agency at place B for further transmission to the
Post Office or Agency at place C where it is delivered free of

ciphering and deciphering fees.

C Class telegram: Should such a telegram be in plain
Chinese language and not ciphered into telegraphic figures, the
Post Office at place A (Figure No. 3) shall accept the telegram and
forward it to the Telegraph Office at place B. The Telegraph
Office there shall cipher and transmit it to the Telegraph Office
at place C. The latter Telegraph Office shall decipher it into
plain language, giving_both the figures and the CLinese characters,
and hand it over to the Post Office or Agency at place C for
further transmission to the Post Office or Agency at place D
where it is delivered free of ciphering and deciphering fees.

If the texts of the above three classes of telegrams are written
in code of the Chinese or a foreign language, or if when translated
they are unintelligible (making no sense) the Telegraph Office
shall not decipher them.

In the “Remarks” column of code telegrams, the word
“code” or (¥ BE) shall be inserted. This word or these two
characters so inserted shall not be charged for.

6. The name and address of the addressee of the telegram
transmitted by the Post Office, shall be written by the sender in
the following manner:

The name and address of the addressee of a Chinese telegram
shall be written after the name of the receiving Office.

The name and address of the addressee of a foreign telegram,
as well as the telegraphic address of a Chinese or foreign telegram,
shall be written before the name of the receiving office.

The name and full address of addressees of the above
categories shall be charged telegram charges calculated
according to the number of words or characters, except in the
case of the name of place of destination which is invariably
to be counted as two words in Chinese en clair telegrams or
one word in Chinese code or foreign telegrams.
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7. The fee for urgent teclegrams shall be charged two
additional rates of the ordinary telegraph tariff, but no additional
postage shall be charged. Such telegrams, as far as the Post
Office is concerned, are to be transmitted in the same way as
ordinary telegrams.

8. The systems enumerated in the international telegraph
convention—such as, reply paid telegram, checking of telegram,
tracing of telegram, acknowledgment of telegram and telegram
to be delivered to several persons—are not applicable for the
present to telegrams transmitted by the Post Office.

9. At places where there are both Telegraph and Post
Offices, all telegrams are to be dealt with by the Telegraph Office
exclusively.

10. Telegram charges and postage to be collected by the
Post Office on A and C Class telegrams shall be at the local
postal rate of exchange.

11. On the texts of A and C Class telegrams, the Post Office
at place A shall give the following particulars :—
The name of the Post Office despatching the telegram
(by means of the postal dater). |
The postal number.

The telegraphic Class of telegram:i.e.Governmenttelegram
Service ”
Urgent-Private ,,
Ordinary ,,

The number of words,
The name of the Telegraph Office at place B (vide
Figures No. I & 3) transmitting the tclegram,

The name of place of destination,
The date and time,

The telegram charges,

The postage on C Class telegram,

Remarks.
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Whenever an error is found in any of the above particulars
by the Telegraph Office, an immediate notification shall be given
to the Post Office so that the necessary alteration may be made.
Such notification shall be made within one month and shall be
free of postage.

12. On the texts of A and C Class Telegrams, the Telegraph
Office at place B shall give the following particulars :—

The postal and telegraph number. (Postal number to be

placed before the number of the Telegraph Office at place
B, with a diagonal line between them, thus 1/123. Serial
number, if any, may be placed before the postal number)

The telegraphic Class of Telegrams.

The number of words.

The name of the Office despatching the telegram. (The name
of thc Post Office despatching the telegram shall be
written before the name of the Telegraph Office at place
B—i.e., the Telegraph Office further transmitting the
telegram—with a diagonal line between them, thus
Kiating/Shanghai).

The date and time (date of despatching the telegram by the
Post Office).

Remarks (the abbreviation for a telegram transmitted by
Posts is T. T. B. P.)

The name of place of destination (In case of A Class
telegrams, the entry shall be made in the usval way
according to the name given by the Post Office at
place A.

For C Class telegrams, the telegraph Office at place B
shall ascertain the name of the Telegraph Office of place
C from the “List of Post Offices handling telegrams on
behalf of their nearest Telegraph Stations ”, or from Part
II of the Postal Guide, last column and shall then enter
that name before the name of the Postal establishment of
destination, with a diagonal line between them, thus:
Chinkiang/Kiiyung. Such a combination of names shall
be counted as two words in Chinese en clair telegrams or
as one word in Chinese code or foreign telegrams.
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In case of B Class telegrams, the Telegraph Office at
place A shall ascertain the name of the Telegraph Office
at place B from the List or Postal Guide as mentioned
above. It will then entcr that name before the name ot
the Postal establishment at place C;, with a diagonal line
between them, thus: Chinkiang/Kiiyung. Such a com-
bination of names shall be counted as two words in
Chinese en clair telegrams or as one word in Chinese code
or foreign telegrams).

In addition, the abbreviation for telegram transmitted by
‘Post, T.T.B.P., shall be given in the “ Remarks " column.

13- When a telegram cannot be delivered, the receiving
Office shall supply the reasons of non-delivery and notify the

despatching Office through the original route by which the said
telegram was transmitted, The form of the notice is as follows:—

(No. of telegram) 423
(Date of telegram) 17
(Name and address of recipient) Wang Liang
No. 60 Tsung-pu-hu-tung
(The recipient left) or (Addressee unknown) or (Refused) or

(The telegram is lying unclaimed at this office).

When the despatching office receives such a notice, it shall at
once check the name and address of the recipient given in the
duplicate copy of the telegram kept in the Office with those given
in the notice. Should there he an error, the despatching office
shall notify the receiving office, through the original route by
which the said telegram was transmitted, to make correction and
deliver it again. The form of notice is as follows:—

This Office 423, 21st, the recipient residing at No. 129 Shih-
tzu-chich, please deliver accordingly.

The cover containing the above notice shall be sent
to the Post Office and bear the words ‘“Concerning
Undelivered Telegrams” and shall be frce of postage.
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14. ‘Lelegrams transmitted by the Post Office shall be dealt
with according to the Postal Regulations while in the custody of
the Post Office, and shall be subject to the telegraph regulations
while in the care of the Telegraph Office.

15. The Post and Telegraph Offices which have connection
with each other in the transmission of telegrams shall each keep
a record of postage and telegram fees. The form of this record
and the method of adjustment of accounts shall be separately
fixed. (Vide Rules governing Accounts).

[i6. The amount of postage to be defrayed by the Telegraph
Office at place B on B Class Telegram or by the Telegraph
Office at place C on C Class telegrams, shall be charged under
the heading “ Transfer of Funds ”, with the annotation “ Postage
collected by the Tien-cheng-ssu on telegrams transmitted by
Post ”. This rule does not apply to the Post Offi_c;.&

I f In the case of new Telegraph Offices being opened, the
Telegraph Administration, at the beginning of each month, will
inform the Directorate of the names of all such places. Similarly,
the Directorate will notify the Telegraph Administration of ali
Postal Establishments opened during the month. To facilitate
the transmission of this information to each Telegraph Office, the
Directorate will forward to the Telegraph Administration a
sufficient number of copies of the * List of Additions and Altera-
tions ” every month, the cost thereof being borne by Telegraph
Administration.

18] Any alterations or additions to these regulations may
as occasion arises, be made after mutual consultation between the
Directorate General and the Tien-cheng-ssu and with the sanction
of the Minister of Communications.

19. These rules shall come into firce after the scheme has
been approved by the Ministry of Communications and on a date
to be decided hereafter.
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