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PROFESSOR KAC

The saying that “worries begin with learn-
ing” is certainly true, for on the day under
consideration he spent his entire time from
morning till afternoon in lovking into the
mirror and in reading ““A Text Book Ilistory ot
China® and consulting Yuan Liac-fan’s Kang
Chien or “A Brief Mirror of History.” Sudden-
ly he felt a sense of outraged justice toward the
world, a feeling which he had heretofore never
experienced.

The first thing that ecame to him was Low
careless his parents had been in regard to their
children; how they had paid no attention to him
when, as a child, he used to elimb up the
mulberry tree to pick berries; how he had once
fallen from the tree and broke his forehe d; and
how, even then, tl ey had not given him proper
medical care, so that even now he carried with
him an irradicabie wedyged-shapel scar cver his
left eye brow. Although he had succeeded in
partly conceuling the sear by wearing his hair
long and parted in the middle, and combed with
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PROFESSOR KAO 5

[

a downward slant, yet it was still possible {o see
the point of the wedge. He had to admit that it
was a flaw and that it was liable to prejudice
against him before the girl students, should it
be discovered by them. He sighed as he put
down the mirror.

Tlen he felt that the compile: of ““A Text
Book History of China’ was entirely too incon-
siderale of the teacher’s position. Though his
book agreed in substance with the Liao-fan
Kang Chien, yet there were large sections in
which they did not quite agree and which he
would have a great deal of difliculty in reconcil-
Ing when he came to lecture before his students.
Then finally, his ire turned against the history
teacher who had resigned in the middle of the
term, when he glanced at the slip of paper stuck *
between the pages of the book; for on the slip
was written—

“Begin with Chapter 8: The Rise and Fall
of Eastern Chin.

If the man had not finished with the events
of the Three Kingdoms period, he would not
have so much difficulty in preparing his lectures;
for he knew the period well and was full of such
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PROFESSOR KAO 7

S

legends as ‘‘the fraternal vow in the Peach
Orchard”, “Kung-ming borrowing arrows from
his enemics’’, the “Three Traps for Chon Yu”,
«Huang Chung at Ting-chun mountains™, ani
the like, which would have occupied him for
more than a semester. If it had been the Tang
Dynasty, he would have been able to distinzuis't
himself by rvecounting such legends as “C. in
Ch’iung selling his horse’®. Bat the previoud
teacher had left him with none of these periods
but with the eastern Chin. With another
grievous sigh, he drew the Liao-fan Kang Chuica
toward him once more.

“Hey, is it not enough to look at the outside
of the book? Do you have to bore within 1t%”’

Simultaneously a hand reached ont from
behind and gave him a tip under the chin.
However, he did not move, for he knew {rom
the voice and action that he who had just slipped
into the room was no other than his old friend
and mah-jong companion Huang San. Although
Huang was an old friend of his and although a
week ago thev had been playing mah-jong, going
to the theater, drinking, and chasing wonien
tocether, now he [elt diilerent toward him since
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PROFESSOR KAO 9

he published his celebrated essay “On the Duty
of Every Citizen in the Reconstruction of the
Nation’s History” in the Great China Daily
News. He felt now that Huang San was defi-
nitely a man without any accomplishment, defi-
nitely a low-brow. Therefore he did™ot turn his
head but simply answered with curt serious-
ness—

“None of your fooling, please! I am pre-
paring for my lecture . . .”

“Did you tell Lao-py yourself that you
wanted to get a teaching job so that you can get
a chance to look at the girl students?”

“You mustn’t believe Lao-po’s kou p’s”’

Huang San sat down by his desk and
discovered at a glance a piece of red note
paper among his mirror and books. He seized
it and looked at it with bulging eyes—

Professor Kao Erh-ch’u is hereby earnestly

requesied to assume the post of teacher of

history in our school at the stipend of thirty
cents an hour, four hours a week, payments
to be made on a strictly hourly basis.
By request of Ho-Wan Shu-cheng, princip-
al of the Girls Virtue and Goodness School.,
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PROFESSOR KAO 11

The thirteenth year of the Republic
(1924) ete...

“‘Professor Kao-Frh-¢ ’u’? Who’s that?
You? Ilave you changed your name?’” Huang
San asked eagerly as he finished reading the
note.

But Professor Kao only smiled disdainfully.
Yes, he had changed his name, but Huang San,
who thought only of mah-jong and who had not
paid the slightest attention fo the new learning
and new culture, would not be able to guess the
subtle signiticance ol his new name since he had
never Leard of @ great Russian writer bv the
name of Kao-erh-chii (Gorky) Gloating over the
poor man’s ignorance, he only smiled disdain-
fully, but did not answer.

“IWei, Liao-kan, you should’t go in for this
kind of foolishness!” Huang Sun said, putting
dewn the letter of appointment. Is it not bad
enough to have & boys school 1n our city to
corrupt our morals without their trying to start
one for giris? I hesitate to think what this will
bring us to. Why should you get yourself
mixed up in it? It is not worthwuile . . .”?

“I don’t agree with you there. Moreover,
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PROFESSOR KAO 13

Mrs. Ho insists on my coming. 1 can’t re-
fuse . . .” Professor Kao said without trying
to conceal his impatience, both beecause Iluang
Sann had maligned schools and because he had
discovered by liis wrist wateh that it was already
two-thirty, only half an hour before class time.

“All right, we won’t talk about that,”
Huang San said plaecatingly, being a censible
man. “‘Let us get down to business: we have a
game on tonight. The eldest son of Mao Tzu-fu
of Mao-chia-tun is here {o consult a gcomancer
and has two hundred dollars with him We
have agreed to make nup a table this evening,
with I myself, Lao-po, and yourself. You must
come without fail. Let the three of us clean
him out!”’ |

Lao-kan—that is, Professor Ka«—hesitated
and did not speak.

“You must come, you must! I have to go
and see Lao-po alout it. It is going to be at my
house. That boy ‘has just emerged from his
thatched hut’ and we are sure to clean him out'
Give me that set of yours for the patterns on
the bamboeo backs are clearer.”

Slowly Prefessor Kao stood up, took the box
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PROFESSOR KAO 16

or mah-jong tiles from tie head of lis bed, and
gave it to ITuang San. Ile consulied his walch
and found that it was al'eady two-foriy. He
admired Huang San’s keen abilities, but he was
annoyed with him because he had maligaed the
scheols before him though he knew all the time
that he, Kao Erh-eh’u, was now a teacher
himseli and because he had kept him fiom
preparing his lecture. Consequentiy he said
indifferently—

“Let us talk about that tonight. 1 must go
to class now.”

As he said this he took another hard look at
his Liao-fan Kang Chien, put ti.e text book into
his new b 1cf ease, carcfully put on his new hat
and went out with Huang S:n. As soon as he
stepped out of the gate he strode off, his
shoulders rising and falling like the creoss bar
of & carpenter’s hand drili, and s>on left Huang
San out of sight

Wiien he reached the school, he took out one
of his newly printed eards and gave it to an «1d
hunehback gatekeeper. [Presently he heard a
“pleas: come this way”. Ie followed the
bunchvack and after a couple of turns found
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PROFESSOR KAO 17
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himself before the staff’ rest room, which served
also as the reception hall, TPrincipal Ho was
not in the school; he was met by the dean of the
school by the name of Wan Yao-p:, an old man
with a white beard, The latier was not without
some degree of noforiety; fir under the pseud-
onym of “Clerk at the Jade Emperor’s Aliar?
he had been publishing in the Gveai China Daily
News a series of poems that purported to have
passed between him and a female immortal.

““Ah, Brother Chi’a! Chiu-yang, Chiu-yang.>’
Wan Yao-p’u shook his clenchied hands before
him aid bent his hip and knee joints four or five
times as if he were about squat down.

““Ah, Brother Yao! Chiu-yang, Chiu-yang.’?
Brother Chi’u said and acted likewise.

After this they sat down and a servant who
lovked as if he might be half dead brought them
two cups of boiled water. Professor Kao noticed
that it was only two-forty by the wall clock
opposite him, a discrepancy of almost half an
hour by his wrist wateh.

“Ah, yes!” Brother Ch’u said, “Yes, I have
read your essay ‘Our Duty to the National
issence!” It is an essay full of pertinent
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PROFESSOR KAO 19
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remarks, an essay wiiich one never gets tired of
reading a hundred times over. It is someshing
which every young man should be required to
hang over his desk. I myse!lf am very fond of
literature, but with me it is only a matter of
amusement, so different from the way it is with
Brother Chiu’>. Again he shoox his clenched
nands and said, lowering his voice,”” My eftorts
sre confined, you see, to the verses that I
compose extemporaneously at the daily sessions
of our Divining Altar of Abounding Virtue.
Perhaps Brother Ch’u would faver us with his
presence? The presiding deily is the Goddess
cf Budding Pearls and she appears to be, judg-
122 from the hints that she has thrown out, a
{iower spirit in exile in the red dust. She likes
to make ver:es with literary lights and quite
approves of tlie modernization movement. I am
sure that she will be especially favorably
inclined toward such a scholar as yourself.”

But on his side Professsr Kao was not able
to think of anything grand and nc¢ble to say for
the moment, because his preparation for the rise
and fall of easern Chin had not been very
adeguaie in tiie first place and he had now
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PROFESSOR KAU 21

forgotten most of what he had prepared. e
was worried and agitated, and was, moreover,
confused by such considerations as these: he
must be striet and serious in his classroom
manner; must conceal as mueh as Le could the
scar on his forehead; must read slowly from the
text book; must not seem cmbarrassed when he
looked at the students. Through these and
other scattered thoughts he caught bits of Yuo-
p’u monologue—

“...Got simply a waterchestnust. ..
Leaning drunkenly con her blue phoenix, she rode
up to heaven.” How ingenicus that was ... It
was not until Teng Hsiao-weng had begged for
five times that she favored us with a quatrain. . .
“My red sleeves brush against the Heavenly
liver, Say not . ..> The Goddess said ... This
18 your first visit, I believe, Brother Ch’u? This
is your Botanicai Garden!?”’

“Oh!””  FErh-ch’u suddenly woke up from
his confused thoughts as Yao-pu raised his hand
and pointed to a yard outside the window. There
were four or five trees in the yard and directly
across {rom it a low building.

“And this is the lecture room,”” Yae-pu

>
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PROFESSOR KAO 23
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continued without shifting the direction of his
hand.

“HO!”

“The students are very quiet and easy to
handle. Outside of listening to lectures, they
devote themselves to sewing .. .”

“Oh!” Erh-ch’u became more and moie
agitated and wished that the man would not talk
any more so that he could concentrate a little
upon the rise and fall of Eistern Chin.

“Unfortunately some of them get the notion
that they want to write verses. That would not
do. It is all very well to be modern, but verse-
making is, after all, something that respecctable
young ladies should not indulge in. The God-
dess does not care much about schools for girls
either; she considers it to be opposed to the
natural division of the male and female prin-
ciples and says that it is the general opinion of
her colleagues in Heaven. I have discussed the
matter with her...”

Erh-ch’u suddenly jumped up as he heard
bells ringing.

“No, no, please sit down! That is the
dismissal bell.”
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PROFESSOR KAO 25

“Brother Yao must be very busy. Please do
10t ...

“No no, I am not busy at all. I think th»
establishment of girls® sehools is in accordance
with the general trend of the world, but one
must be very careful if one is to avoid cxtremes.
It is probably because of this same thought that
the people in heaven do not like education for
women. We need to have no misgivings so long
as those in charge realize the importance and
delicateness of their work and, never deviating
but always adhering to the ¢olden mean, con-
stantly keep in mind the necessily of preserving
the national essence. Don’t you azree with me?
This was what the Goddess had in mind when
she eaid that education for women was ‘not
without s>mething to recommend it!”’

The servent brought in ansther two cups of
boiled water and again the bell beran to ring.

Yao-pu 1nvited Krh-ch’?u to drink some
water. Only then did he stand up slowly and
led him, after passing across the bontanieal
garden, into the lccture ha'l.

His heart pounded violently as lie stood by
the platform and saw before him a room hulf



26 (A N S

——— e e a2y S g

Lo RINZIEL » —IFE » — U BEME M 300 -

[SERLREIE T 0 » S » AL ER
B W —IEH A s S RS A M 2 357%
SERiE ARENE A o o T HL 3R EE o 5l ¢ B
REBIZCS R AL B A - SR B - Doniiiz
B IRAZE o BE A e | AR AR R
WG » TR > Blg BACHE I T e ]

BT R EA - FATE HEAH » 1
A ESTEREEIET o R L EE 1T
> - UG T R I R IRGT >
BEMOBH B A » P T 2 L

(e e e e Y




PROFESSOR KAO 27

full of bobbed heads. Yao-pu took a sheet of
letter paper from his pocket, opened it and said
to the students with occasional references to
1t—

“This is Professor Kuo, Profes:or Kao Erh-
ch’u, a well known scholar whose celebrated ‘On
the Duty of Every Citizen in the Reconstruetion
of the Nation’s History’ is known to every one.
It is said by the Gaeai Clina Daily News that
Professr Kao has changed his name to Erh-ch’u
hecause of his admiration of the great Russian
writer Kao Erh-ehi. Chinese literature is indeed
fortunate to have such a person as Professor Kao.
Now at the urgent request of Principal Ilo, he
has finally eonsented to come to our school and
take up the teaching of history .. .”

Professor Kao suddenly felt a lack and
realized upon investigation that his Brother Yao
wag no longer there and that he was standing
alone by the platform. There was nothing to do
but to mount the platform and face his siudents.
He collected himself and remembered that he
must adopt a striet and serious manner. So he
opened his book slowiy and began to lecture on
the rise and fali of Fastern Chin.
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PROFES*OR KAO 29

““Hee, hee,” It appeared that some one was
laughing.

Professor Kao flushed and took a quick
glance at his book. Ile had not made any
mistake. The book clearly said: “The tem-
porary security of Tastern Chin.”” Across the
top of the bcok he saw as before a room half full
of bolbed heads and ec¢:uld not =ec anything
unusual about them  Ile thought t!af 1t was
probably li1s own nervousne:s and tha‘ no one
had laughed. TIie collectel himsclf! agiin and
continued h1is leeture, his eyes on the bock., At
first his ears were able to hear what his mouth
was saying, but things began to grow indis-
tinct until he did not know what he was saying.
By the time he reached ““the ambitions of Shi-
lei’®> he could only hear the sound of suppressed
laughter.

When, overcoming his timidity, he $nok a
glanece at the room, the aspect that presented
1t elf to him lad beeome very difterent: he was
now confronied with o ¢limamering and limitless
sea of eyes and equilaternal triangles each with
two mnostrils in it. DBui even as he looked a
tremor came over the sea and in a flash the room
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was half filled with bobbed liends again.

Quickly he withdrew his glance and did not
venture to take his eyes off his book again.
Wlen 1t become necessary, he looked up at the
ceiling the white wash of which lad turnc]
yellow, and which had in the centre a circular
design in velief. But the cirele” also beecame
alive, now expanding, now contracting until it
made his eyes dizzy. Realizing that if he
allowed his eyes to drift downward l'e would
not be able tv avoid the fearful sea of eyves and
nostrils, e brought them abruptly ba -k to his
book. DBy this time he was at the Battle of the
Iei River in which Fu Chien was s thoroughly
beaten that he imagined he saw “encm7y troops
lurking behind every tree and every lus!.”

He could not get over the suspicion that
some one was laughing at him, but he went on
dogge 1lv. It seemed that he had been leeturing
a long time, but the bell did not ring. Ilc did
not dare to look at his wrist wateh for fear that
the students would sncer at him. Presently,
however, he came to ““the exuberant rise of the
Toba tribe’, closely foliowed by the “chart of
the rise and fall of the sixteen kingdoms”,



M S A2 T o

[ A REESTK 2 GESERERE 0 oo | Hlfasl Y
—_— Q:Z ‘fA 9 )}g% x{ r?v{ iL J]t b ] ._—_.lii[ “nlti____ I_ﬂlg fj ’ ﬁ’ [‘ };.g%;_ :'in.
oo LR T NPT o

[ smsng 1]

HALLSF BEBT AT P2 NF » U7 b 7 b
TR TSRS (9 2 AL RS A o TS » 1 stizkil
Bl o 1) 45 3T A0 LR R 2 A o

flnRons- -4 :iﬁ“ VB D AR R R
U S O S Vi S B S I ) i S s R
SRWE o ENATIE - —*ﬁk—f\n FHOUVRTECREA L T v - 2
AU DRTR TR AR AR B o Bl B2 B e gl

A 0 FEEE R BN o B ——



PROFESSOR KAO 33

[, o~ —— e s e v ——h

whilch he had not prepared as he did not exueet
to reach that far 1 iris first lecture.

With consternation he came abruptly to the
end of his notes.

“This being the first day, that will Le
all . . .” he said haltingly after a ‘ew moments
of hesitation, bowed, stepued off the platform
and went out of the room.

“Ilee, hee, hee!”’

He secmed t» hear laughter behind his back
and fancied that the sound of laughier must
have come from the sea of eyes and nosirils.
Distractedly he stepped into the hotanical garden
and strede toward the staff rest room on ihe
onposite side.

Suddenly he received a blow on his head and
was so Jolted by 1t that he dropped his “Text
Book History of Chinu.”> Upon stepping back a
couple of steps and looking up lie saw a low
slating branch in front of him, its leaves
trembling from the collision with his head. As

1 v ‘ 1! R o . N
he stopped down hastily to pick up his book, i.e
diseovered a wooden tablet stuck in the ground
by it on which was written—
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MULBILRRY
GENUS MULBERRY

Again he seemed to hear laughter behind hig
tack and fancied that the sound of laughter
must have come from the sea of eyes and nostrils.
Because of this he did not have courage to rub
his aching skin but fled directly into the stalt
rest room.

The two cups filled with boiled water were
still there but he did not find the servant that
locked half dead, nor was there any trace cf
Brother Yao. Everything appecared drab and
desolated with only his new hat and new brief
case shining in the drabness and desolation. It
was only three-forty by the wall clock.

Even after e had been in his own r.om for
a long while, Professor Kao was still subjeet to
sudden fits ¢f unreasoning anger and of feeling
hot all over. In the end he came to the realizat-
ion that schools were without doubt a bad
influence, that it wa< best to close them,
especially girl’s schools. What good do they do
anyway? It was nothing but vainglory!
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“Iiec, hee!”’

He still heard that sound of laughter. This
made him angrier yet and hardened his deeision
to resign. Ile would write to Prineipal II» that
very evenin? and say that Le had troubie with
his feet, But what would he do if tley begged
him to reconsider? Ie would not reemsider.
You never can tell what the girls’ s~hools may
come to. Wiy should he get himself mixed up
with their kind? It was not worth bothering
with.

Resolutely ii¢ moved aside the Liao-fan
Kang Chien, pushed away the wiirror, and folded
~up the appointment letter. But as he was absut
to sit down lLic felt annoyed at the bright red of
the appointment letter; he took it and stufted it
m his drawer together with his “Text Book
IHistory of China.”’

Things were now «wout in shape: there was
now only a micror leit on his desk and he feit
less stuffy and opprecsed. Yet there was stili
something amiss, something lackinz that
demanded satisfaction. Then immediately he
realized what it was. He put on his scalp cap
with a red knot on it and went off in the direc:-
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ion of Huang San’s home.

“Here ne is—Professor Kao Erh-¢h?u!”’ Lao.
po said loully.

“Fang Kou p’!” he said frowning and
eiving Lao-po a slap on the head.

““I suppose you have had vyour first class?
How was it? Ave there any good looking ones??”’
Huang San aske ! enthusiastically.

I have no intention of continuing, I don’t
know, really, wlat girls’ schools will come to.
1t is deiinitely not worthwhile for resnectable
people like us to get mixed up in the mess . . .

Tie eldest son of the Mao family cane In,
fat like a round dumpling.

“Ah, Clhiu-yang, Chiv-yang!’> TEvery one in

~the room shook his clenched hands in front of
himself and bent his knee and hip joints re-
pcatedly as if akout to squat down.

“This 1s brother Kao Kan-ting that we have
told you about, “I.ao po said to the eldest of the
Mao family, pointing to Professor Kao.

“Ah, Chiu-yang, chiv-yang” the eldest son of
tue Moo family gave o few extra hand shakingg

~ In his direction, noddine his head.,

To the left of the room a table had been
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placed at an angle. Huang San occupied himself
as he chatled with his guests in layine out the

1
1
v

chaiis and the countérs, assisted by a ¢hild maid
servant. In a few moments a foreign puaraflin

andle had Leen lit and placed at eaeh corner of
the table and the four men took their scats.

All became still except for the crisp, staceato
sounds made by the ivory surface of the mah
jong tiles as they were siapped down on the
teak wood {iable.

Professor Kao’s luck was not bad, hut still
he felt discontented and out of sorts. It had
always been easy for Liim to forget, but on this
occasion he could not so easily dim the tliveat 1o
bublie morals.  In gpite of the geadual o ¢t -
lation  of counters before him, he felt little
comfort and little optimism. Tlowever, times
and morals do change, and Professor Kao in the
end sulicred a echange ol Leart and lad to admit
that things were not so black after all. hat
happened aiter they had fnished the second
round and when he was about to cowmplete his

‘pure one colour’ hand.
1, May, 1925,
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A HAPPY FAMILY

.« . One must write only when one feels
like it It must be like the light of the sun
which comes from an infinite source of light, not
like snarks produced with iron and flint—only
such stuff can be ealled arvt, only such writers
can be called true artists. But wiat about
mys2lf¥”  Here our author jumped out of bed,
determined to tackle the task that he liad decided
upon, which was to waite something and get
some money which he necded badly. As to hisg
market, he had decided upon the Happiness
Monihly as its rate was co uparatively generous.
But he must take a suitable topic, othecrwise they
won’t take it, He is not too proud to mect their
requirements. Now what are some of the pro-
blems tha' agitate youth of to-day? There are
many such problems but most of tlem probably
concern love, marriage und the family. Yes,
there are innumerabie young men and wonen

€<

to-day who are discussing these problems,
Therefore, he decided to write about the family.
But how? . .. otherwise they will not take it,
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P —

There is no sense in going azainst the current of
the times, though

He strode over to his desk, sat dowh, took
out a sheet of paper ruled with green lines, and
wrote down without hesitation, thougi not with-

out a sense that he was compromising his art,
thig title: “A Happv FFamily.”

Then he paused and stared ab the rafters
while he tried to figure out where he should set
down his happy family. “Should I make it
Peking?” thought he. “No, that won’t do, for
Peking is such a dead city, even the air is dead.
You can’t shut out this deathly atmosphere even
though you build a higi wall around this family.
So 1t won’t do, absolutely no. As to Kiangsu
and Chekiang, ¢ivil war has been brew] ing there
for sometime and may break out . t any moment;
the same thing may be said of Fukien, only
more so. Szechwan and Kuangtung? They ave
fighting there this minute. Shantung and
Honan? There’s kidnapping going on there.
You can hardly have a happy family if one of
113 members is kidnapped. As to the foreign
concessions in Shanghai and Tientsin, tie rent
1s too high. If they were only in some foreign
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country—but that is out of the question. 1
wonder how it is in Yunnan and Kueichow? In
any case those provinces are ioo remote and
inaccessible . . >  After turning the matter
over in his mind and failing to find a suitable
locale, he was about to call it A. when he was
struck by another thought: ‘“‘But there is a great
deal of opposition to the use of the letters of
the Western alphabet to stand for porsonal and
place names. Tihey say that they diminish the
1nterest of the readers. It ig probably safer for
me to refrain from using them. But where,
where? Hunan-—there is also civil war going
on. Dalren—again the rent is too high. How
about Harbin, Kirin and Heilungkiang? It is
sald that the provinces are over-run with bandits

..>> And thus after considering all the possible
places that he could think of and dismissing
them as unsuitable, he decided that A. will have
to do as the name of the locale of his “happy
f miiy.”

“Well, there is no helping it. The happy
family wiil have to be at A. Naturally there will
be husband and wife, the master anil mistress of
the house, and they have married by their own
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consent instead of that of their parents. They
have made o marriage contract involving sonie
forty articles covering all possible contingen-
cies, and consequently it was a marriage of
freedom and equality. Moreover, both of them
have had higher education, clever and high-
minded . . . Since returned students from Japan
are no longer at the premium they used fto be, 1
had better make them returned students irom
Europe or America. The master of the house
should always wear foreign clothes, his collar
always white like snow; the mistress’ hair should
always be curled and flutfy in front like a
sparrow’s nest, her white teeth always cxposed,
though she should continue to wear her Chinese
dresses . . .”

“No, that won’t do! Twenty-five catties!”

It was a man’# voice, outside the window.
He turned around to look but the screen was
down and the sun beating upon it so strong that
it made him dizzy. Then he heard the sound of
pieces of wood scattering on the ground. **\Well,
it doesn’t matter,”®> he said to himself and
returned to his thoughts. ““But {wenty-tive
catties of what?—But of course they are both
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e

clever and high-minded and 1 ved literature anl
the arts. DBut since they were broucht up in
happine s, they did not like Russian lilera-
ture . . Russian literature deals mostly with
the lower classes and is therefore not suited to
such a family. Twenty-five cattics? It doesn’t
matter. Then, what should they 1ead? The
poems of Byron? Keats? No, they are not
entirely suitable.-—~But of course, they both like
to read ‘An Ideal Husband.” I have not yet
read 1t, but since even the professors praise 1t, 1t
nmust be good and should be read bv both. They
should each have a copy of their own, two coples
of ‘An Ideal Husband” must be provided for this
happy family . . .”> He felt a little hungry, and
so he put down his brush and supported his head
between his hards, letting it suspend like a
glole between two posts.

“...They are having lunch,® he thought,
“and their table is covered with a snow white
cloth. The ccok brings up the dishies—Chinese
dishes. What twenty-five catties, I wonder? It
doesn’t matter. Why Chinese dishes? Because
the Westerners all say that Chinesc cooking is
the best and most wholesome; that is the reason
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a—

why thevr hase clunz to Chinese dishes. The
first dish was, weil, what should the first dish
be?’)

“Firewood . . .”?

He looked back, startled, and there stood to
his left the mistress of his own house, her sad,
weary eyes fixed on him.

“What?”’ he said impatiently to his wife for
disturbing him in his ereative labours.

“The tirewood has all gone, and ’ve to get
some to-day. It cost only two iao and four tle
last time and yel he wants two and six. What
do you thirk of offering him two and fii e?”’

“All right, give him two and five.”

“But we come off too badly on the weight.
He insists on it’s being twenty-four and half
catties 1 think P’ll allow him oniy twenty-ihree
and half. What do you think?”?

“All right, all right, call it twenty-three
and half.”’

“Then it’s five times five equals twenty-five,
three time: five equals fifteen . . .”

“Yes, five times live eqguals twenty-five,
three times five equals fifteen . . .”> TIle, too, got
stuck, and turning back to his desk he seized hig
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brush and began to figure it out on the paper on
which he had written “A Iappy Family.”” It
{took him some time to get the correst answer,
whereupon he looked up and said,

“Five and eight!”’

“In that case I don’t have enough here. 1
still neel eight or nine edppers - . .

e pulled open his drawer, seize 1 a handful
of coppers, around twenty or thirty, put them in
her open hand and watched her go out of the
room. Then he turned once again to his desk.
e had a stuiied up feeling in his Lead ag if 1t
was filled up with firewood and Arabic numerals.
He inhaled deeply and then exhaled as if tiying
thus to rid himself ¢f the firewood and numerals,
Indeed this made his heart feel lighter and again
i.e turned his thoughts to his happy family.

“What dislies should the cook brins? Such
things as breaded tenderloin and sea slugs with
eggs of shrimps are a little too common. ‘I’ll
say that they are having the war of dragons and
ticers’? But what does ‘the war of dragons and
tigers’ consist of? Some say that 1t is a Can-
tonese delicacy served only at elaborate banquets
and consists of cat and snake meat. DBut I have

o
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seen the name listed on the menu of a Kiangsu
restaurant. 1 know that the Kiangsu pecople do
not ext eats and snakes, 3o their ‘war of dragons
and tigers’ must consist of frog and eel as some
one told me. Now from what province should 1
let my hero and heroine come from?—Well, that
dees not matter. No matter where tliey come
from it won’t do any harm to let them eat a dish
of ‘war of dragons and tigers’ whetlher made of
cat and snake or of frog and ececl. So that’s
settled, the first dish will be “war of drazons and
tigers.”

“T'ereupon the dish was put in the centre of
the table and the happy couple took up their
chopsticks and smiling happily and locking at
each other said pointing to tle dish:

“‘My dear, please.’

“ ‘Please, you tirst, my dear.’

““ ¢‘Oh, no, please you!

“Thereupon they simultanesusly dipped
their chopsticks and picked up « hunk of snoke
meat—no, no, snake meat is, after all, o bLit too
outlandish. It is better to muke it eel. That
-means, then, this particular ‘var of dragons and
tigers’ 13 made of frog und eel.” So simuliancous-
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A HAPPY FAMILY 5?

Iy they picied out a piece of eel of the same size
—ive tin.es live equals twenty-five, thrce times
five .. .and put it in their mouths ..” e
had a desire to look back that hie found diilicult
to resist, for there was a bustle behind him and
some one had come in and out several times.
However, he succeeded in resisting the tempta-
tion and pursued his incoherent thoughts. “This
is rather banal, I am afraid. How could there
be such a family? Oh, how confusel aze my
thoughts. 1If 1 go on like this I shall not be able
to finigh this in spite o the excellent theme that
I have.—Perhaps 1 don’t have to muake them
returned students; 1t 1s surtlicient to make tiiem
graduates of gome institution of higher learning
within the country. $So they are both college
graduates, high-minded and elever, high-minded
. .. The hero is a literary man; the heroine a
literary woman, or a lover of literature. Or
perhaps the heroine a poetess and the lLero a
lover of poetry and a believer in women’s rights.
Perhaps .. .” Dut in tl'e end lie succumbed and
turned around to lock.

When he did so he found himself staring
into a new pile of cabbages by the bock case



60 & 3 B

ﬁ%jﬁ ) Af{’ o

i | ] fhrZ3EAY FKE o Wl BB AN
oy '*&c{?s}mﬁuu% RESAIH) 5 o [ feeeeo : j
{13 &B’Jm——*m SR 0 EIRIR THE BACEE o sk s

N4

[ e s iR BREN B T-SE 508 o A —TRHERY S - 1 ’%”;’?Z
”ﬁ@l%ﬁi o 71 \A9EE B i‘ii Jf‘it.?r’f; g B
o P AR AT B ARHE 5 22 RIS ISR - 4
e FALZ A *%&ﬁw’ FEH W R o BA

5 AL —[H] s T BDIR o wlR TR F}}—‘:"‘{‘L&J{Iﬁ’ {649

KRR AL R ) o ST IR EEER > -eeoe I e—%p
ST » B LR SET o — AR » AR

SeREiElnY A Y S 15 o

H!:+;:FZP 9 ceason J 1” l’}{"g}; IT% ;»%E 2 L;:F
[ NMBEAE ] ayiesR » sy XA L) » f8



A HAPPY FAMILY 61

behind his back, arranged in the form a big A,
three on the bottom row, two in the middle and
one on top.

He sighed with surprise and felt flushed in
the face and a tinkling censation along his
spine. He took a deep breath in an effort to
stop the tinkling sensation and continued: ““The
house of the happy family must have plenty of
rooms. They must have a store room in which
to keep such things as cabbages. They must
have a study with the walls lined with bookeases
full of both Chinese and foreign books among
which will be found ‘An Ideal Husband’—two
coples altogether. Naturally t ere will be no
cabbage pile. They will have a bed room with
a four poster bed made of brass. The bed
might be plainer, one of elm wo>d made in the
factory of the First Metropolitan Prison, for
instance. The space under the bed will not
be cluttered up with things...” He took a
glance under his own bed and found all the
firewood gone, leaving only a grass rope lying
there like a dead snake.

“T'wenty-three and a hualf ecatiies.. .
Realizing that the firewood would soon be
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A HAPPY FAMILY 63

brought in and dumped under the bel and again
feeling a sensation of being stuffed up with it,
he got up hastily to elose his door. Rut no
sooner did his hand touch the door than he felt
that this was too erude a gesture and compro-
mised by letting down the dust-covered curtain.
He was rather pleased with this compromise
neasure, for there was in this measure, he
thouglit, neithier the eccentricity of the hermit
nor the lack of security in a policy of the Gpen
door.

“... The door of the master’s study must
always be closed,” he thousit after i.e had gone
back to his desk. ““If she has anythine to talk
over with him, she must knock first and wait for
iils permission to come in. This is the right
way to do things. Now supposing the master is
sitting 1n his study and the mistress wants to
talk about literature with him. She will knoeck
first.—You may be sure that she -7ill not Le
bringing in a pile of cablbace.

‘““‘Come in, please, my dear.’

“DBut what if the ma ter has no time to talk
about literature? Could he ignove her and let
go on kn cking at the dcor? That probably
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——

would not do. Periiaps ‘An Ideal Husband’ has

all theze things in it —That must be a really

fire book. I must geta copy and read it when I

get some money for my manuseripts . . .’
Whack!

He straigltened up at this, for he knew
from past experience that this whack! 1esulted
from the contact of the mistress’ palm and the
head of their thiee-year old daughter.

“In the happy family . . .” he continued to
think in spite of the fact that the daughter was
now weeping, ‘“children come late, come late.
Maybe it is best to have no children at all. It
Is 8o much more peaceful with only two.—They
might even live in & hotel and let them supply
everything. It would be even more peaceful if
one were alone .. .” The ecries became louder
and he got up and he thought as he walked
through the curtain, “but Marx wrote his Capit-
al’> amidst the cries and bawls of his children.
That’s why he was such a great man ...” He
walked into the outer rocm and opened the storm
door. He smelled an odor of kerosene smoke asg
he did so. The child was lying to the right of
- the door with her face to the ground. She burst
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into erying wlen she saw him.

“Now, now, don’t cry, my good child,”’ he
said and picked herup, As he turned around he
saw his wife standing angrily to the left of the
door, her hands on her waist as she were about
to begin some callisthenies.

“So even you try to impose on me! Instead
of trying to !eclp me, you are alw.y3 irying to
give me trouble—now you’ve npset the lamp.
What are we going to use tonigint?’’

“Now, don’t ery, don’t cry, my g.od little
girl’’ he said as he carried her into his room and
rubbed her head. Ile set her down, pulled out his
chair and sat down with Ler between his knees.
Raising his hand he said, “Now, don’t ery any
more, wy good little girl. Watch dieh-dieh
act eat-wash-face for you.”> At the same time he
stuck out his tongue, mude a motion of licking
his hand and then started to move his hand in
circies in front f his {ace.

The child burst out laughing and saying,
““Ol, hua-erh!”’

“Yes, yes, Lua-eri,’® Lhe agreed as he drew
one more circle before his face. After lie stopped
the child continued to smile at him and lo king at
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A HAPPY FAMILY 69

him through her tear wetted eyes. He suddenly

ealized how like her mother’s was her lovable
and innocent face, that 1s, her mother as he
knew hLer tive years back, especially her red
lips, only they were smaller. On a certain
bright winter afternoon she had looked at him
with u smiling face and tear-wetted e es exuctly
like this when he told her that he was ready, for
her sake, to sacritic. evarything and brush aside
atl opposition. Ile sut there lost in thought and
feeling a sirange intoxication.

“AhL, what lovely lips. . .”” he thought.

The door curtain was suddenly raised and
the firewood began to come 1n.

He was awakened from his reveries The
child was still looking at him with tear laden
cyes, her red lips slightly parted, while the
firewood poured in bundle after bundie.. . .1
dare say that she, too, will be enzaged in
nothing bet er than to count five times five
equals twenty-five, nine times nine equals eighty-
ore ... and her eyes will be sad and weary .. .”
Brusquely he tock up the sheet of paper with
green lines on which he had w itten ‘A Happy
Family’ and some tig res and crumpled it up.
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A HAPPY FAMILY 71

But he opened it a little again and wiped off her
tears and her nose with it. *Good littie girl, go
and play now,” he said, pushing her away, and
throwing the crumpled paper into toe waste
basket.

Almost immediately he felt that he was not
being as patient and kind to the child as he
micht have been. He turned around again and
watched her as she went out lonely and desolat-
ed. In hisears he could still hear the sound of
falling wood. He tried to compose himself. He
turned back toward his desk, cosed his eyes,
suppre sed his motley arrays of thoughts and sat
quietly. He saw before his eyes a round, flat
dark flower with a yellow centre which floated
from the left corner of his eyes across to the
right until it vanished. This was followed by a
bright green flower with & dark green centre,
which in turn was followed by six cabbages

staring at him in the form of an A.
18, March, 1924.
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