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CBATA, Minoru

Having first dii.y swdorl an oéth & on ettec. 1 sheet and
in accordence with .ie nrncedare folicwed in my ccousiry, 1 Lasreby
depose as follows:

l. At the time of the termiration 1e w! I was &
colonel in the army. Now I am taking cnairge o0 sz .28 engeged in
repatriation work.

2. I know Colonel HASHQ.LTO, Kingoro very -ell.

3. In August, 1937, wren Uolonel HASH.' ", was called up

k|

by the army and becarnie tie rezxinsataél zoumander of tlie 13th Field

|
-

Heavy Artillery egiment, . was then srpo.ntsd to be & bettdlion

sommnander under his cono4..d. rrom thet time till he returned to

Japan in April, 1939, fro:a Esiushvi (Chine) I was always with him,

Le Vhen be srrivec¢ ai tvhe point ebout & miles (3 RI) west
of Wuhu on December 11, 1937, Colonel LASHIMOTO received the
following order from Commending Generel YANAGAVA and thereupon re-
turned to Wuhu lmmediatel y:

"Unit Comnmander HASHIMOTO shall command his regiment
together with one fleld artillery battalion and one infantry
battallon &and attack at the point near Wuhu ships which are carrying
Chinese soldiers and sailing up on the Yangtse,"

This order ce&are atout 2 A.M.
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5, Colonel FASEILOTO's order then to me was, '"Major C(BATA
shell soumend his own unit together vith one artillery battalion
and oszupy & »osition &t the wharf of Wuhu and ettack the fleeing
Chi.ese Tleet." This order zeme about 5 A.M,

6., By order of Colonel HASHI}MOTO, Lt. NALAI'URA was to
advence to a point sbout 2,000 meters downstreem and to wave &
handkerchief whenever he saw tle fleeing enewy ships by telescope.
wnen T saw the hendkerzhief waved by Lt. INAKALTURA I was to fire upon

while the light was still Lim, a5 d a3y hai_motlf
7 I%ﬂhﬁS*S%iiihb&fOQB#&HWK“&Hﬁ“ﬁUt“TGE—}ﬁght+”Lto NLhAMURA

waved the handkerzhief. I saw through tiie telescope a fleet of 5

or 6 ships all gat..ered and anchored about >0 rnieters apart. I
instar.tly begun firing upon this fleet. The dlistance was a bout
L, ,000 meters.
¢. TWyen aiter the dawn it was very difficult to see the
ships clearly because of de2p fog on that day, whizsh was very
ty,izal on the Yangtse. I could only discern ships loaded with
Chire se coldiers.

9 “hen we fired twenty or tairty shells, one of the ships

- = ble ckh smoke screen. After covering was cc..pleted by the

sereen, oneg ship sailed toward us.

10. Seeing the ship ~soming toward us, we thought they were
sbout to surrender, so we stojped the shelling upon taem entirely.
LS tie ship reared its hLull became clear. when it came within 3,000
meters, we first discovered then it was not & Chinese army Ship.

.+t first it wes not the distance Lut the heavy fog which made 1t
jiffisult for us to tell these wer: not Ciiinese army ships.

11. After ceasing fire and wuile waiting for the ship

to reach the wharf, we then found out by its flag that it was a
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British ship ana it led received two direct hits.

12. A resr admiral wearin. staff officer insignia, the
saptein of the ship, his exezutive officer, and one other of ficer
casie ashore and asked us to meet for negotietliolus.

13. From our side Colonel HnSHINOTGC, Lt. li..icAMURA, &nd I,
tozether with oune interpreter, took pert in this negotiation. The

first guestion they esked was why we hed fired upon them., To thils

Colonel YASFIMOTC instantly rep jed,"we fired upon the ships be~-

cause they were loaded with Chinese soldiers. Their next uestion
was why we had fired on British shkips, Colonel HASHIMCTO again
instantly answered, "Due to the heavy fog we were not able to see
end tell they were British ships.”

1. 3ince one death had resulted from the shelling, the
Captain of the British ship asked us 1o attend the funeral service.
we sent one representetive to this funeral service. Ti.is was held
at the public nall.

15. This British ship was the "lLadybird". Later I learned
ttet the matter of the Ludybird incident was tsken up through
di plore tic nezotietinns, but &s to its detalils I know nothing.

16. Colonel Y.SHII0TO ané the FEashinoto forces had no
sonnection whatsoever with the sinking of the AmerZzan ship "Panay".
e, the Washimoto force, had never seen thue "Penay".

17. The Hashimoto force wes stopped at Wuhu, 14 or 15 "RI"
(ebout 37 miles) from l'enking. Shortly after the fall of Nanking
this force wes ordered to advence to Haengthow end therefore never
participated in the attack on lienking nor did it enter into lNanking,
or its vicinity,

18. The lashinoto force did not attack Hunkow nor did 1t

enter Hankow cr 1ts vicinity.
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19, The Hashimoto force

nor did it enter Canton o2

of lIxr. i1isuro heyashl,

' £ .}T rl -1' L'l 3 rf(}h;fo 3 L)n t.) his

CBJ#TJJ ’ .;.:il....()I'U.

T herevby zertify thet the above suid person has duly sworn,
subscri bed and secgled tuereto on belore ie,
On the

T rEwsr T

Witness: signed & 1l1eC HAVaoEL, Itsuro

In ac2ordance with my conscience I swear to tell tle truth

witnliolding nothing

-
-
———

and £dding nothing.

3lenad a1.d sealed)




