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. REFORT ON ATRCRAFT FACTORY AND POSSIBLE LIRFIFLD
BN OSAKA AND KOBE; JAPAN

NEAR VILLAGE OF NARUO, BETVERN

One informant stated that in ecarly 1941 the Japanese had a Wlaprgel 8.
craft factory at a point (shown on attached Fxhibit A by the numeral "1")
on the west bank of the main mouth of the liukogawa River right at the river's
mouth, The original factory was built around 1933, and was designed to produce
hydroplancs, It was subsequently enlarged, and, Judging by the fact that an
adjoining golf course (Ec;chibit.ﬂ, No, 2) had been converted into a landing.
field, was by 1941 probably producing both sea and land planes:  The plant
end ficld are near the village of Naruo (shown as No., 3 on Exhibit A), just
to the southeast of the city of Nishinomiya (Exhibit Ay No. 4) and to the west
of Osaka's important industriazl suburb of fmagasaki (Exhibit Assy No. 5).

A second informant, who was born in Kobe in 1903 and came to the United
States in 1924, and made only one brief businecss trip back (in 1937-38),
stated that he had no recent information regarding airfields in the Kobe-
Osaka area, but that in 1924 the necarcst airfiecld to Kobe was "near the
village of Naruo." He located this field at the cxact point (Exhibit A,

No, 2) vhich the first informant indicated had been o golf course, later
converted into an airficld,

The presumption is, therefore, that there had been an carly airficld at
that point, which had been converted into a golf course, and later re-converted
into an airficld to serve the nceds of the cxpanded aircraft factory adjoining.

No airficld is shown at this point in the Japancse Naval 4Lir Charts.,

‘The village of Naruo is scrved by the Hanshin Electric Line, Osaka to
Kobe, via imagasaki. An inportant highway, the Hanshin Kokudd Elcctric s thea
nain Tokkaido Linc, and the Hankyo: kxpress line,--all connceting Osaka vith
hobce -- pass closc by to the north, also,

shovm on the mep, also, by the nuneral "6", is the Ttami idirficld (also
knoun as "Osaka Daini," or "Osaka No, 2" Airficld), for which scc Confidential
Report No. D,-238 (3200) of septenber Loy 943, ort thal titley, by the same
author, Osaka "No, 1" Adirfiecld is shoun by the numcral "7¢,

Sources of Information

Dr., John A, Foote, 495 Dovming Strecet, Denver, Colorado, now with the
american Baptist Home liissionary Socicty, Baptist Headquarters s Colorado
Building, Denver, Colorado. Dr, Footo Wwas & missionary in Japan from Scptember
1912 to April 1, 1941, under the American Baptist Foreign liissionary Socicty.,
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From April 1913 to April 1, 1941, the date of his final departurc from Japan,
his headquarters were in Osaka. His missionary activities made him intimately -
familiar with the ¢ity of Osaka, Interviewed at Denver, Colorado, Scptember oo
1943, L AR e e T AT |

Shotaro Okumura,- Mpr. Okumura, born in Kobe, Japan, 1903, came to the
United States in 192/, subscquently making only one brief trip to Japan in
connection with his business, involving a stay of about threec months, in 1937-
38, At the time of the evacuation of persons of Japanese race from the Pacific
Coast, he was operating his own business, Yamacho & Co., 308 Central Building,
Scattle, Yashington, engaged in export of West Coast lumber to Japan and inmport
from Japan of dry goods, principally textiles. . He'was interviewed at the’
Minidoka Relocation Center, Hunt,. Idaho, August 19, 1943:: - & |

- Exhibit. A

ligp reproduced from page 45 of "New Centumy Atlas of dapan", (14th
Eﬁition,“193l),.fScale‘l:QQ0,0oo S A o SGe T4 kD
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