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' HE/ADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SUR
(PACIFIC)
APO #234
C/0 POSTM.STER, SAN FRINCISCO
INTERROGATION Nos (USSBS NO, 98) PLLCE: TOKYO
NLV - 21 DATE s 20 and 23 Oct 1945
TIME s 1330-1800 and
0930-1200

Division of Origin: Naval /inalysis Division.

SUBJECT: LLEUTIAN Camnaign, Seaplane Operations, the Naval Battle of the
KOMANDORSKI ISLINDS, and the Defense of the KURILES,

Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Cornmender Kintaro MIURA was senior air officer on board the scanlane

tender KAMIKAWA MARU from the outbreak of war until December 1942. He then

a served in the northern KURILES, first as the Air Officer on the staff of
Commander FIFTH Fleet until August 1943, then on the staff of the TWELFTH
Air Fleet until March 1944. Therecafter he served with the USA Alr Group
throuth August, 1944, on the staff of the 25th Alir Squadron (OKINAWL) through
October, 1944, on the staff of SECOND Air Flcet (PHILIPPINES) through December,
1944, and then again on the staff of the TYELFTH Air Fleet (HOKRAIDO) through
June, 1945. He is at prescnt attached to the YOKOSUKL LIR GROU? hased at
MISAWA on Northern HONSHU, He is a regular officer and a pilot with 2500
hours of flight time.

Where Interviewed: Room 618, MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: J. S. RUSSELL, Captain, USN,

Interprecter: D, B.RTLETT, Lieutenant Commandcr, U.S.N.R.

AMlied Officers Present: S. B. SPANGLER, Captain, USN, »oresent at first
interrogation only.
PEYTON HARRISON, Captain, USNR, (Chief of Staff
of U.S. Naval Force at Battle of KOM.NDORSKIS),
srescnt at sccond interrogation only.

SUNMMALRY

The KAMIKLWA MLRU, Ceptain Tarohachi SHINODA, carried 14 single float,
two seat, sootting binlancs tyve zero, and four single float, two seat,
reconnaissance binlancs tyne 95. She was detached at seca and ordercd north

from a group of auxiliary vessels which were in the jl11-fated MIDWAY expedi-
tion. She arrived in KISKA HARBOR on 15 June 1942.

‘The ships present upon the arrival of the KIMIKURA MARU were, to the best
of Commander NIURA's memory, the light cruiser KISO, four to six destroyers,
and a few auxiliairies, including the KINIKLWA MLRU which had arrived four
or five deys earlier with six twin float, three seat, rcconnaissance mononlanes,
tyse zero., The Commending Officcr of the KISO, Captain ONO, wes in command of
forces afloat; Licutenant Commander MUKLAI was in command of the landing force
ashore. Personncl were highly nervous due to bombings, No great damage had
been caused, but the attacks were persistent.

The KAMIKAWA hoisted out her planes and sent them to the beach where a
basc was set up. Gasoline was put ashore in 200 liter drums. A row of buoys
was laid just off-shore for the use of the small planes. Thc planes moored at
the buoys in fine weather, but were dragged ashore, using bamboo mats and hand
nower to get them through the surf, durins bad weather and for servicing.
Sometimes the nlanes were flown over and landed in the calm waters of SALMON
LAGOON for engineering work, SALLMON LAGOON was also used for operations when
the wind was high, The nlenes flew threec hour anti-submarine and reconnaissance

patrols.
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Lbout 19 J u.n’ the KAMIKAWA MARU withdrew from®RISKL H;RBOR beccuse of
the U.S. bombing attacks and went Lo AGATTU, Thile there she mede frequent
short visits, or sent a destroyer, to KISKA with suoplies and fuel, while
the seanlane base was building. She usually went in under cover of darkness.

At LGATTU there were no air attacks until about 10 July, when about
seven B-24's attacked for about 90 minutes from an altitude estimeted to be
6000 meters (19,500 fecet). Present at the tine werc the KIMIKLTA and KIMIKATA
1;RUs, an oil tanker and six destroyers. The KIMIKAWA MARU received a near
miss which killed a few end injured several, of her bridze personnel, but no
materiel damaze was done to any of the shins nrescnt,

[ ftcr the attock by the B-24's, the KAMIKAML M.RU tried to use an anchora’e
off .TTU, but found the fog conditions too severe. Instead, she lay to in
an arca about 100 miles southwest of KISKi. While overating in this area and
sbout the end of July one destroyer, the TODOROKI, was sent to reconnoiter
AGATTU for sheltcr. While at LGATTU this destroyer was blovn in two by a
submarine tornecdo. About 30 of her sersonnel survived by swimming ashorc.

'hout the last of July the KiNIKLY.. was crdered to return to JLPLN, She
passed through the KURILLS just south of PARAMUSEIRO, through Li. PEROUSE
STR.IT, and dovm the west coest of JAPAN to S.SEBO, Thercafter she went to
the SHORTL.ND ISLLNDS.

Commender MIURL said thet of the 24 float seaplanes from the two tenders,
only two or three vere onerational at the end of two months. The losses in the
surf =nd otherwise duec to weather compriscd about 60% of the total loss. The
other 40% was showmn dovn by B-17's and B-24's, or danazed heyond repelr as a
rcsult of enemy action. Six of the seaplancs oncreted from the KIVMIKIM: MARU,
steying with her during her cruises sround the other islands as well as at
KISKA. The four tyce 95 float nlancs operated similarly from the KAiMIKLW.. MLRU,
The renainder, 14 tyoe zero float pnlancs were shore-based in KISK. H/RBOR,
Flight crews for the latter totalled 40 pilots and 20 men, end the planes were
suoported by a shore party of almost 70 men,

Commander MIURA * eturned to the northern arce in Dccember, 1942, when he
relieved (then) Lieutenant Commender Taisuke ITO as Air Officer on the steff
of Commander FIFTE Flect, embarked on the heavy cruiser NACKI. The flagship
based et OMIN.TO, but made sevcral cruiscs to P./RLMUSHIRO during the winter.
The FIFTH Fleet engazed »rimarily in training oncrations, both ship and air,
sn the OMIN.TO area. When Commander MIURL relieved as TIFTE Fleet Staff [ir
Officer, KISKA had six type zero twin float rcconnaissance monoplenes supported
by the KIVIKAZ . M.RU. Of thesc six, he said, about four on the average were
kent operationgl., Of Jananese irmy troons in the .LEUTI.NS he had been
informed that the irmy occudying force orijinally on ATTU hed been noved to
kISKA, reinforced, end nlaced under the command of Brisadier Genecral MINEKI,
The .rmy troops which left ATTU were renlaced by a troop movement from
= RAVUSHIRO. Thesc letter troops were commanded by Colonel YAMASALKI who
remained on ATTU until the end, (Commander MIURL'S estimate of troons on
LTTU, as of 12 May, was 2500; his cstimate for those on KISKA at the same time
was 5000).

TIE BATTLE OF THE KOM.LNDORSKIS

Commandcr MIULA's first eruise to the LALEUTIANS es a staff officer was on
board the flagshin N.CHI. 411 the forces then evailable to the FIFTH Fleet
were to accompany a three-transoort convoy to LTTU, in order to et this
convoy through the growing interference which U.S. surface forces were causing
the Jananese line of communications with the Mestern [LLEUTI.NS,., The convoy
was comprised of two 10,000 ton, 15 knot ships, the ATATA MJRU end the LSLKL
M.RU, and a smaller (3000 to 4000 ton) slower shi»n, whose name he did not
remember., 411 transoorts carried supplies and emmunition., The escort force
was comnrised of 2 CA's, NACHI and M.Y4i; 2 CL's, TiMA and ABUKUM. (Flagshin
of the FIRST Destroyer Squadron); and six DD's., Commandcr FIFTY Flcet,

Vice Admirael Moshiro FOSOGAYL, with his fleg in N.ACHI, was in command .
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The one slow transnort vas sent on aheed with orders to rendezvous with
the main convoy at a moint sbout 150 miles west of ATTU, at 05003 27 May.
The escort force with the two large, fast transnorts sortied from PARAMUSHIRO,
about 25 Merch, in upleasant weather: high wind eand scud clouds. The
weather improved, and on the early morning of 27 March became calm with a
broken overcast sky. Commender MIURL had the morning staff watch and was
keeninz a sharp lookout for the small transport, since the main convoy wes
approachinz the rendezvous point. The ships were in a single column on a
northerly hcading, order in column: N.CEI, NAiYA, TAMA, [BUKUML, the six
destroycrs, and the two large merchantmen. The masts of a shin were sizhted
on the horizon to the south, and thinking this to be the small transnort,
Commandcr MIURA so rcported it to his admiral. A column right through apnHroxXi-
metely 130 degrces was executed and the masts of additional shins were si~hted
to the south. The ranzc closcd rapidly and a U.S. forcc, consisting of one
10,000 ton heavy cruiser, an OMLEA class lisht cruiscr, and five destroyers,
wes made out. IS5 -as realized that the Japancse force was supcrior so the
ranzc wes closed with the intention of destroying the Lmcrican force. The
N.CHI was the only shio carrying aircraft, and she was ordcred to launch
slanes. She was very slow in commlying and the order to open fire was given
before she had her »lanes off. The Janencsc opnencd fire at about 0540,
slightly ahcad of the fAmericens. The first salvo cof the N/CHI ruincd the two
single float two-scat tyne zero spotting plancs on the starboard catapult.
Thesc werc jettisoned. The »lane on the port catapnult, however, was undamaged
and was launched. This ves a twin float threc-scat, tyne zero, rcconnaissance
seaplanc., It was the only Jananese plane airborne in the battle arca, scerved
as a snottinz nlanc throughout the engezcment, and landed safcly at KTTU &

i.fter ooening fire at about 20,000 meters the leading imerican shin
turncd left amnroximately 90 degrces end it anpearcd that the inerican forcc
was flccinz,

After the first salve was fired, the main hattery of the NiLCHI was made
inoperative becausc of loss of cleetric power duc to low stecam pressurc at
the gcnerators. (The gencrator stcam sunply was shifted too carly to a
boiler which was just getting up stcam,) For thirty minutcs the main battery
suns werc et meximum elevation end could not be laid. The confusicn ceused
by this casualty was added to by 15em (6 inch) shell hits from the first
American salvocs, One 15cm (~ inch) shell scvered the lcads between the
dircector in the top and the guns of the main battery. "hen electric power
was restored this casualty had to be discovered and corrected before the
main battery suns resumed firing. The othcr 15cm (6 inch) shell hits were
all "hizh" and located as follows:s one picrced the bridge structure, forward
and below the first hit (that which scvered the fire control leads to the
foretop)s two amidshin through the base of the catanult structure, a short
distance above the rain deck; and one which scvered a mainmest backstaye
(N :e: Commender IfIUPA was quustioned closcly about the caliber of the
shclls which hit the MN.CII. He was very positive that all the hits cnumcrated
ebove, which nicreced the shin's sunerstructurec, werc 15 em (6 inch), and
was quitec sure thet the onc which severcd the stay was of the same caliber,
since it arrivcd in a selvo with 15cnm shells. He stated repeatedly thet
there were no 20cn (8 inch) hits. Thesc hecavy shells made many close misscs,
but the vast majority landed just forward of the ship's bow, drenching the
bridge with water. He comdlained of smarting eycs, which he attributed to the
dye in thcse shell splashes. He was eloquent on the subject of the lmerican

destr§yers' sunnery, saying that their 13cem (5 inch) shells landed aboard like
rain,

During the 30 ninutes in which the NACFI's main battcry was inoperative,
shc continued to lcad, but mancuvecred teo avoid interference with the MiLIA's
shooting. The Japancse cruiscrs fired tormcdocs, soon after opening firc
with their main batterics, while the rangec was still closing,., All tormedoes
misscd., The .LBUKUNL and her six destroyers were ordered to close and carry
out a torpedo attack, However, the N.LCHI steamed at speeds un to 33 knots
and the destroycrs had a difficult time making over 28, hence, although they
"cut corncre" trying to catch up, they could not exccute their mission. The

destroyers did fire their tornecdces about an hour aftcr the ection started,
but the rance was extreme and no hits were made,

% Note thc crror of two hours in Comnmender MIURA's rccollcction of tine.
This is consistent threushout his account and was checked by his statement
that sunrise wzs szbout 0530 (actually 0330 TOKYO Time).
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ibout an hour end a half aftcr action was hejun the Limerican destroyers
laid smoke. The Amcrican shios zig-zaszed and fired between smoke columnss
About 0700 a 13cem (5 inch) shell from the U.S. destroyers passcd through
the gun Dort of No, 1 turret on the N.CHI, exploded inside, and killecd the
entire turret crew. The Americen destroyers'! fire was very heavy, liany
13cm shells burst above and showered the main declk with fragments; about
LO of the NiCHI's teonside personnel were killed this way. Falrly carly in
the action a 13cm shell struck the after end of the flag bridge and detonated
acainst the deck housc. At this time the Adniral was standing at the forward
center of the flagz bridge with his two principel staff officers on either side
and slizhtly behind hinm. The other staff officers were standing in a single
renk to the rear, Commander NIURLA wes second from the right in this rank and
in e rclatively cxnosed position. Miraculously, 21l shell fragments misscd
the officers, but killed threc communication personnel whose stations were
further aft, and sct fire to the after end of the bridge. This fire burned
briskly for a short while, but was ra»idly extinguished.

During the mancuvcring to westerly and northwestcrly courses, the light
cruiser TAMA ended up in the van of the crulser sclurm,., TWhen the .mcrican
destroyers hesan an attack the anti-sireraft guns oHut aut 2 barraze as a deterrent
to their advance. Commander KIURA exoressed adniration for the skill and
dering of this attack and the volume of 1l3cm fire which the destroyers delivercd,
He said he did not know how a shin could live through the concentration of fire
which was broucht to bear on the leading destroyer. There were no torpedo
hits as a result of this.limerican attack, and he stated that he was not aware
that any torpcdocs had actually been fired,

For three hours the action sec-sewed back and forth across the surface of
the occan, The Jewancsc registered few hits, the Americens marny, although
the main battery salvoes from the heavy cruiser were consisteniiy close misses
ahead., The Jooancse ren short of ammunition, Viec idmiral HC2JGAYL calculated
thet imeriean nlancs from .DAK would join action in three hours from the start
of thc battic, He therefore broke off the action by continuing to the west,
whilc the .American shios went south,

The NATHI sustuined the heavicst damage of anyv of the Janancse shirse. In
addition tn the hiis mentioned above, Commander MIURA said therc were l3em
(5 inck) hits too nmimerous to record, The next most daraced sihin waz the
1isht cruiser TAl/, although her damage was all "tovside” with none of the
vitals of the shin ~cranzed., The heavy cruiser NiYi. soo off elnost “"bHeot-free',
with culy 1izht supcrficicl demages, He knew of nc damare to the ABURJIML and
her destroyers,

As for dameze dene t> the cnemy, Commender NIURL said it wes claimed thet
one destroyer nas vory seriously damaged, and one major caliber nit had been
madc on the .merica heavy erulser,

Commander MITUR. stated, positively, that there were no troops embarked
in any of tho Janaucse combatant shins, and none te his knowiedge in any of
the three rerchanc transn.its. The latter ships continuced to the ncrthwest
to an area &-cut tlirty m.les snath of BERING ISL.LD where they awaited orders;
thenece they roturned to PURGMUSHIRO, While standing by ewalting orders the
tranasmorte sigshted two to» four PEY's,

Lfter breaking off action the combatant ships went west to the coast of
KLMCELTKL, then dotm the coast to PARAMUSHIRO, One iAmcrican airerafv was
sighted by the combatant whins during the day of the batile, This aircraft
was not definitely identi’lcd, out it was rcoorted as, eid thought to be,

a flying boat. No Janane:¢c air~reft support from 2.R.ILUSHIRO was planned
or given, Fog was not encountcrcd on the return veoyage.

The NACHI wes sent from PARAMUSEIRO to OMIN.LTO for repairs. Since the

heavy rcpairs could not bhe effected there, she went on dowm to the Navy Yard
a t S.I.'LSEBO ®
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THE ASSAULT AND RETAKING OF ATTU

Commander MIURA had little to say of the Japanese own operations to
assist the ATTU serrison in the defense of that island. He said many plans
were made, but cancelled due to weather and that the operations were generally
unsuccessful. WWhen an attack group was sent they were preceded by a weather
nlane, The Japenese weather forecasting, he said, was rather good. This
he attributed to the fact that they had broken the Russian weather code and
hence could include e considerable area in their weather analysis. He said
that nrior to the American bombardment of ATTU there had been a plan to send
L8 landbesed tyoe zero fizhters to operate from the strip at HOLTZ BAY,

TEE EVACUATION OF KISKA

At the time of the evacuation of KISKA Commander MIURA was at P/RAMUSHIRO,
Most of the other menbers of the staeff were with Commander FIFTH Fleet, Vice
Admiral KAWASE, embarked in the TAMA which was at sea southwest of KISKA,
Commander FIRST Destroyer Squadron, Rear Admiral KIMURL, embarked in the
ABUKUMA, was in direet charge of the evacuation force.

Because the supply routes were cut, KISKA could not be meintained.
The evacuation was effected by one light cruiser and thirteen destroyers.
(Note: See summery of interrogation of Commander Nifumi MUKAL, who was
one of the evacuces. He stated that two light cruisers, .iBUKUILL and KISO,
and eight destroyers narticipated.) The approach was made from the south
because the forr was thickest in that dircction. The evacuation was successful
only on the third attemnt. On the second ettemnt, when very near KISKL, the
entire force was exnosed by a complete 1lifting of the fog, and had to retire.
On the third attempt, the fog persisted until the force was close to the
south end of KISKA ISLAND; then it thinned enoush to permit navigation along
the coastline. The shi»s had no rader., With the shorcline in sight and
close eboerd, the force passed up the west coast of the island, around the
north end, and dowvm the cast coast into the harbor. The for 1lifted in the
harbor. Durinig the apnroach arrenjiements with the shore party were comnleted
by radio. The force enchorcd just before sunset. Within 30 minutes
(Commander MUKAI said one hour) upwards of 5000 ~ersonncl were embarked. No
equinpment or sudnlics were taken aboard, just pcrsonncl. After loading, the
ships deperted, and esain followed the shoreline close aboard, north eround
the island. They took denarture from the southern end of the island. Returning
to PARLMUSHIRO the force followed & track not quite so far south as the
outbound track. They refueled en route at a point about half way to PLR/MUSHIRO
fron ean oiler which hed cccommanied them nart way out.

DEFENSE OF THE KURILES

The air defonse of the KURILES in the neriod June to Seotember, 1942, was
srovided by 18 Army fighter planes based at KASHTIAB.RA on the west side of
P.RIMUSHIRO STRLIT, and by 36 Nevy firhters and 36 Naevy lend based attack
planes (BETTIES) based at HOROMUSHIRO at the south end of PARAMUSHIRO ISLAND,
The onerational radius of the land bascd attack plancs was considercd to be
700 nauticel miles. At the SHIMUSHU Naevy Seaplanc Base werc approximately
four three~scet, twin float reconnaissance seenlencs, twelve single-seat,
single float, secaplane fighters, and four two-scat sinzle float snotting
seanlanes,

There was a Navy strip on a small zrea of flat land on the southeast
end of FLTSUW. ISLAND. 1In this location the weather was very bad. There wes
an Lrrny strip on the north end of URUPPU ISLiND, Thcre was a Nevy airfield
at TENNAI in the vicinity of HITOKALPPU W.N on ETOROFU ISL.ND, where there wes

nornally based a six-planec unit of carrier attack bombers.

A11 pcrsonnel evacuated from KISKL were teken to SHIMUSHU and P..R.MUSHIRO,
There were three Army divisions in the KURILES; about hzlf of these troops
were on PARAMUSHIRO, the remainder divided between linTSUdA, URUPPU, end
ETOROFU. The heeviest anti-zireraft and coest defense was located on both
sides of PAR.NUSHIRO STRLIT. From about Auzust 1942 onward therc were
approximately 60 13cm zuns 2nd 15 7em suns installed there. The .mericen air
erfort arainst the KURILES accounted for the sinking of three or four cargo




shins off K.SHIVW/ggi, however, little damage was lle to the airfields,

Ship bombardments causcd considerable damage at azirfields by the destruction
of buildings and the nocketing of runweys. After a bombardment at HOROMUSHIRO
it took one weck to repair the runway. There was lighter damage at SURIB.ACHI,
The hanger and beach installations werc heavily demaged at MATSUWA,

During the period between the Summer of 1944 and the Spring of 1945
all Navy personnel and ebout one Army division were withdrawn from the
KURILES, princinally because lLmerican submarines had rendered supply too
difficult. DNavy personnel went into training in the OMINATO ercas with a view
toward defensc azainst landing operations in NORTH JAPAN. Army personnecl went
to HOKKLIIDO to principal Army bases to train for the same purnose. 4As to the
sinking of supply ships, Commandcr MIURA could not give concrete figures, but
ne said there were many, in his opinion from ten to twenty. Of these a few
were 10,000 ton ships, but most were in the 3000 to 4000 ton category. The
heavicst rate of sinkings occurred in the area east of KARAFUTO (S.KHALIN),
end off straits of Li PEROUSE and TSUGARU., At the cnd of the war the
submarines wecre sinking shings in ISHIKARI BAY on the west coast of HOKKAIDO.
The submarines did much more harm than airplenes. He considered airplanes
ineffective due to weather,

Then the Navy nersonnel were withdrawn from the KURILES, all Navy air-
plencs were withdravm also. The Army withdrew all airnlanes excent for
about eighteen fighters on PARINUSHIRO, The last Navy air units to be
withdrawn were a six plene carricr type attack plane unit at KATAOKA and a
similer unit at TENNAI, ETOROFU,

Commander MIURA cave the following random items of information:

During the night bombardment of PARAMUSHIRO in January, 1944, there were
some small shi»s in harbor 2t HOROMUSHIRO, but nonc were sunk. In the
February, 1943, bombardment of ATTU, no shins were sunk., In the Anril, 1943,
bombardment of ATTU he had heard that one 5000 ton shin was sunk. He had been
ashore once at HOLTZ BLY, ATTU, once on the south side of AGATTU ISLAND, and
once at KISKA HLARBOR, The ~ALEUTS from the village on ATTU were removed to a
point near S.PPORO, HOKKLIDO, where they were in the hands of the Army.
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