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. RESIRICTED
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURW
(PACIFIC)
INTERROGATION No, 436 PLACE: TOKYO

DATE: 24 Nov. 1945

Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division
Subject: Japanese Aircraft; relative performance.
Person Interrogated and Background:

Major SAKAMOTO, Hideo

Major SAKAMOTO graduated from The Army Officers School, and The
Army Air Academy, in 1932 and 1922 respectively. As a pilot, he
received reconnsissance training at AKZNO and bomber training et
HAMAMATSU School, In 1924 he served in the 4th Flying Regiment in
JAPAN, departing at the end of the year for MaNCFURIA. There he serv-
ed as a pilot in various flying units until 1940, except for a short
interval in 1926 when he attended a special navigation courge at
TOKOROZAWA. From 1240 to 1945, he served es & test pilot in the
Army Air Testing Dept (RIKUGU. KT¥U :HINS.BU) at YOKOTA Airfield.

Where Interviewed: Meiji Building.
Interregator: Major J. J. Driscoll
Interpreter: Lt. R. L. Sneider
Allied Officers Present: None

o> UMMARY ¢

Major SsKaMOTO was familiar with most Army bombers and in
adcdition served as test pilot on the KI-67 during the trials of the
radio controlled I-CO bomb. 4t the end of the interview he turned
over to the interrogator his personsl critoue, which he described
es containing technical reasons as to why JaPaN loc<t the air war
(This has been microfilmed for trenslstion). He had excellent powers
of observation despite his lack of tresining in techical matters,
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RESTRICTEL

Wh=t types of eircraft did you fly ¢s a test Qot?

o

2

Only bombers; both production mocdels and experimental types.
Q. Name the models with which you ~re familier.
A

. KI-21 (type ©7) Model 2.
X1-48 Model 2
K1-67%(type 4)

KI-109 Attack bomber
KI-46 Model 1
X1-74

Q. Describe the KI-74

A, This was our newest bomber; the first model being completed in Merch 1945,
It wes a twin-engined (2000 HP engine) sirerseft with 3he range of 8C00-
10000 Xilometers, It had & maximum speed of 570 Km per hour and cerried
o 1000 kg load. The experiments on this plane were 60% complete et the
end of the war.

Q. What was your eveluation of this model?
A, T coneicered it the b ¢t borber I hod teeted,
Q. Describe the KI-109.

I wes 2 modificetion of the KI-67, There were two models both having a
75 mm cennon in the nose., The finel model hed in eddition 12. 7 m:1 MG
in the tail. There was one Squadron (CHUTAI) of 20 planes in operationsl
use, It had turbine superchergced engincee, The top end weist guns of the
KI-67 were removed., They were removed becruse thie model wes Cesigned
primerily for combat against 5-29s, With 2 maximum load thé range wes
0200 km,

o

Q. DIescribe the 79 mm c~unon used in the {I-109.

A, TIt was a semi-autometic Ai gun with the ground mount removec.; the typre 88,
One man acted as gunner losding each round by hand, The empty cases were
ejected into the bomb bsy, The rate of fire wee 10 rounds per minute,

"he recoil haé no effect on the rlane being only 1.4 meters. We cerried
18 or 20 rounds of HE emmunition,

Q. &are you familiar with the Anerican LZirborne 70 nm gun?

Ke 188,

Q. How ¢&icd the type &8 compare with this gun?

A, The rmuzzle velocity of our gun wes #20 meters per second giving it =
fletter trejectory with grester accuracy, end a 1500 neter range.

Q. 2id you ever carry torpedocs or suided nissiles?

A, I had linited experience with torpedoees and also rscted o= test pilot for
the I-GO bomb,

Q. Dic you test both the 4 and B mcdal I-Goe?

L, 1 tested only the 4 riodel 2 or & tines et SHIRAISHI enc MITOUISHI. Howe
ever I am faniliar with some of the deteils on the B mocel.
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INTERROGATION N¢@N.26(contd)

Q. How did these models differ?

A. 4 model has a 6 meter wing span while B had a 4 meter span,
The warhead an the 4 wéighed 800 kg,while the one on the B weighed

weighed only 300 kg. The speeds and range were the seme, 550 km per
hour anc. 11 km range.

Q. What sircraft were used as %$he mother planes?

A, The KI-67 carried the A and the KI-48 carried the B.
Q. Can you sketch the two models?

A, Yes, but just roughly.

Q. How meny were produced of each model?

A. Approximately 40-50 ‘A% and more then 100 Bs.

Q. Were these ever used operationally:

A, No. The ermy beliecved that the project was impractical beceuse
the moth:sr plene was left too vulnerable to attack.

Qs During your tests what defects arose?

A, The grro on the nodel 4 was not good, causing erratec flight of
the bomb., On the other hand, the B model was verfect,but the bomb
loac of 200 kg was deemed insufficient. On the basis of experi-
ments on B, they hoped to perfect A,

Q. How accurste were these missiles?

A. When the gyro worked, they would f~11 in en atsa from 20 meters =

short +to 100 met-rs past th- trrget. Most of the error wes
in range and nct in ezimuth,

Q. Describe the tactics employede

A. The mother plane approached the targ-t at 1500 meters sltitude
and released the bomb when llkm from the terget. The bombardier
comtrolled the bomb by manipuleting a stick in the nose of the
mother plane. The bomb sutometicelly descended to an altitude of
20-100 neters, levelling offf ¢t sbout 5 km fwom the terget,

Just before getting ov-r the terg=t, the bomb wes dropped by the
bombardier pushing his control stick forward,

Q. Did the bombardier have full directioncl and 2ltituce control over
the nissile?

Ao TYes, the stick was equivelsnt to a control stick in an aircraft.

Q. How far behind wese the nother plane when the bomb hit the
target?

A, 3000 meters.

Q. This is quite a distance: did you ever lose sight of the bomb?

ne 1Yes, it was possible to lose sight of it but not very frequently.

RESITIRICTED 4363~




INTERROGATION No, 436 (contd) RESTRICTED
Q. Did you heve sny opticel aid in observing the bomb?

Hoy we used only the nsked eye.

Wae the exhoust flame visible?

No, only the smoke,

Did you heve eny modificetions for nigh% use?

Yes, we edded o tail light,

Will you sketch the rngle of epprosch to the target?

Yes (Sks=tch fbllows)

Wrhat individurl would be fully familier with the t-chnicel
details of the bomb?

Le.~Col OMOnI -t the lst alr Techrnicel Research Loboratory,
To what extent did the Wevy cooperate with the IS Java

It was nlmost neglible, until near the e of the wer,

In which way did they cooperste?

In the development of the jet mropulsion aircreft SHUSEIL, they
worked together, but the Nevy dominated the project,

How do you explein this finsl cooverrtion?
Meteriasls were short ond we both lind to cut down on the number

0r plene models, We cooperrted on the low levels but not in the
higrer echelons,

Were vou ever h-ndicrpmed in combat cdue to the lack of cooparationt?
Tes. During the OXIN4i Camprign we plenned torpedo sttacks with
the dI-67, The Novy furnished the torpedos but no personnel to
eeslet in their edjustment,

Rhot type torpedo was used?

The 1050 kg KAI-7 torpedo.

How aid thes lack of coop retion rffoct operations?

9 Flying Regiments (HIKOSZANT..I) were schedu$ed for torpsdo op-retions,

but only two were s#ble to go into counbat, the 7th »nd 98th,
Finally the rencining units returned to nornmel boribing operations,
Incidentally one of these units, the l4th Flying Regiment, was
scheduled for conversion to KI-74 in September 1945, I woe to

cormend this unit,
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Sketch by Major SAKAMOTO
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showing tactics used 1in
release of radio=contrelled
I«GO MA" bomb from K1<67,
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