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(VII)
ON HOUSE ANDINTERIORS
By L1 LIWENG
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG

(1)

A man cannot live without a house as his body cannot go
ahout without clothing. And as it is expecied of clothing that
it should be cool in summer and warm in winter, the same
thing is true of a honse, It is ali very imposing to live in a
hall twenty or thirty feet high with beams several feet across,
but such a house is suitable for summer and not for winter.
It is due to the space of a house as well as the situation that
one always shivers when he enters an official’s mansion. This
" is something as inadequate as for a man who can not even
get a cotton-padded gown to stand by omne in a double fur
c¢oat. On the other hand, a house with walls only shoulder
high and barely enough space to allow. one to sit in, while
having the virtue of frugality, is suitable for its owner, but
not suitable for receiving guests. It is due to the smallness
of the place as well as the atmosphere that one feels cramped
and depressed without any reason when one enfers a poor
scholar’s hut. The reason is that the owner loves the tran-
quillity while the guest dislikes the loneliness. So I hope that
the dwellings of officials will not be too high and big. For
a house and the people living in it must harmonize as in a
picture. Painters of landscape have a formula saying, “ten-
foot mountaing with cone-foot trees on and one-inch horses with
bean-sized human beings on.” It would be inappropriate to
draw trees of two or three feet on a hill of ten feet or to
draw a human being the size of a grain of rice or millet riding
on a horse an inch fall. Of course it would be all right for offi-
cials to live in halls twenty or thirty feet high if they could have
such tall bodies of nine or ten feet as those ¢f Emperoy Chen
Tang [of the Shang Dynasty] and Ts'ao Chiao [probably of
the Chou Dynasty}. Otherwise the taller the hall, the shorter
the man appears, and the wider the space, the thinner the
man seems. Would it not be much better to make his house
a little smaller 80 that his body will be a little stouter in it?. ..
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I have seen princes and imperial relatives who throw away
thousands and tens of thousands of dollars to build a garden
and who begin by felling the architect, “For the pavilion, you
copy the design of So-and-so, and for the covered terrace over-
looking a pond, you follow the model of So-and-so, down to
the last detail.” When the mansion is completed, its owner
will proudly tell people that every detail of the house, even
from the opening of its doors and windows to the arrangement
of its corridors and towers, has been copied from some famous
garden without the slightest deviation. Ah, what vulgarity!...

Luxury and expensiveness are the things most to be
avoided in architecture. This is so because not only the com-
mon people, but also the princes and high officials, should
cherish the virtue of simplicity. For the important thing in
a living house is not splendor, but refinement; not elaborate
decorativeness, but novelty and elegance. People like to show
off their rich splendor not because they love it, but because
they are lacking in originality, and besides trying to show off,
they are at a total loss to invent something else. That is why
they have to put up with mere splendor. Ask two persons
to put on two new dresses, one simple and elegant and original,
while the other rich and decorative, but common. Will not
the eye of the spectators be directed to the original dress rather
than to the common dress? Who doesn’t know the value of
silk and brocade and gauze, and who has not seen them? But
a simple, plain dress with a novel design will be sure to attract
the eyes of spectators because they have never seen it before.

(2)

When a man is sitting in the boat, the light of the lake
and the colour of the hills, the temples and pagodas, the clouds
and haze, the bamboos and trees on the banks, as well as the
woodcutters, shepherd boys, drunken old men and promenading
girls and young men on horseback, will all be gathered within
the framework of a fan-shaped window and form a piece of
natural painting of one’s own. Moreover, it is a living and
moving picture, changing all the time, not only when the boat
is moving, giving us a new sight with every movement of the
oar and a new view with every punting of the pole, but even
when the boat is lying at anchor, with the wind chasing the
water ripples, changing its form at every moment. Thus we
are able to enjoy hundreds and thousands of beautiful paint-
ings of hills and waters in a single day by means of this fan-
shaped window.. ..
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I have also made a frameless window for the purpose of
looking out on hills, called the “landscape window,” or else
known as the “painting out of no painting.” I will tell how I
came to make one. Behind my studio, the Studio of Frothy
White [signifying “drinking”], there is a little hill about ten
feet high and eight feet wide only, decorated with a miniature
scenery of red cliffs and blue water, thick forests and tall
bamboos, singing birds and falling cataracts, thatched huts
and wooden bridges, complete in all the things familiar in a
~mountain village. For at first a modeller of clay made me a
clay figure of myself with a wonderful expression, and fur-
thermore, because my name Liweng means ‘‘the old fisherman
with a bamboo hat,” and as such, holding a fishing-rod. And
I thought that since there - was a fishing-rod in the hand, the
figure must be so made as to sit on top of a rock and that
since there was a rock, there must be also water, and since
there was water, there must be also a hill, and since there
were both hill and water, there must be a mountain retreat
for the old fisherman with a bambco hat to fish and retire in
his old age. That was how I built this little studio to place
'the clay figure in. 1t is clear, therefore, that the hill was all
for a clay statue without any idea of making it the object of
a window view. It was only later that I found the things,
though in miniature, suggested a very great universe, and it
seemed to recall the Buddhist idea that the Himalayas can be
seen within a mustard seed, and so I sat there all day long
looking at the hill and could not bear to close the window.
And one day, inspired, I said to myself, “This hill can be made
into a painting, and this painting can be made into a
window. All it will cost me wil be just one day’s drink money
to provide the ‘mounting’ for this painting.”” 1 therefore asked
a boy servant to cut out serveral pieces of paper and paste
them above and below the window and at the sides, to serve
as the mounting for a real picture. Thus the mounting was
complete, and only the space usually occupied by the painting
itself was left vacant, with the hill behind my house to take
its place. Thus when one sits and looks at it, the window is
no more a window but a piece of painting, and the hill is no
longer the hill behind my house but a hill in the painting. I
could not help laughing out loud, and my wife and children,
hearing my laughter, came to see it and joined in laughing
at what I had been laughing at. This is the origin of the
“painting out of no painting” or the “landscape window.” -
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