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THE PTATONIST,

To some philogophers it appears
matter of surprise, that all mankind.
porsessing the same nature, and being
endowed with the samce faculties, should
yot'differ so widely in their pursuits
and inclinations, and that one should
uttarly condemn what is fondly sought
afier by another. To some it appears
maiter of still. more nurfn'ise, that - n
man should differ so widely from him-
self at different times ; and, after pos-
sossion, reject with disdain ‘what,. be-
fure, was the . ohbject of all his’ vows
and wishes, To me this feverish uncer-
tainty and irresolution, in-hmuan con-

" dust, secms altogether unvoidabf' ; nor

can  rational soul, made for e con-
temjjlation of ‘the uprénte’ Be; 2 ,'"a.nd‘
of ‘b, works;. ever  ¢njoy -tk nility



of satisfaction, ‘while detained in the
ignoble pursuits .of sensual pleasure or
opular applause. The divinity is a
gcmndless ocean of bliss and gldry :
Human minds are smaller streams,
which, arising at first from this occan,
seek still, amid all their wanderings, to
return to it, and to lose themselves in
that immensity or perfection. When
checked in this natural course by vice
or folly, they become furious and en-
raged ; and. swelling to a torront, do
then spread horror aud  devastation on
the neighbouring plains.

Tn vain, by pompous phrase and pas-
sionate expression, each recommends his
own pursuit. and invites the eredulous
hearers to an imitation of his life and
manners.  The heart belies the coun-
tenance, and sensibly feels, even  amid
ehe highest sucecss, the unsatistactory
nature ot Il thoso pleasures which de-
tain it from its truc object. T examine
the voluptuous man before enjoymont
1 measure the vehemenee of his de-
sire, and the importance of s cbject ;
[ find that all his happiness proceeds
only from that hurry of thought, which
takes him from  himsclf, and turns
his view from his guilv and misery.
consider him a moment after : he has
now onjoyed the plemsure,  wlich he
fondly saught after.  The. seuse of his
guilt and misery returns wpon him
with double apnguish; his mind tor-
mented with fear  and  remorso ; his
body depressed with disgust and saticty.

But.a more august, at least o move
haunghty personage, presents himsclf
holdly to our cousure; and, assuming
the title of pbilosopher and man  of
morals, offors to subwmit to the most
rigid examination. He challongos, with
a visible, though concealed ipaticnce,
our approbation and applauxe; and
seems offended, that we sKuuld hesitate
a moment before we break out into ad-
miration of his virtue : Sweing this im-
patience, I hesitate still more; 1 be-
gin to examine the motives of his secn-
ing virtue ; But, behold! ere I can
enter upon this inquiry, he flings him-
self from me ; and addressing his dis-
. course to_that crowd of heedless audi-

gondly amuses thetn by his mag-

y lfretquion. o
Rt iilosopher! ﬂlg wisdom is ‘vain,
i virtue unprofitable. Thou seek-
¥ ignorant applauses of men, not

LY

the solid reflections of thy own con-
science, or the more selid approbation
of that Being, who, with one reuard
of his all-sceing cye, penetrates the
universe. Thou surely art conscious of
the hollovmess of thy preteoded pro-
bity ; whilst colling thyself a citizen, a
son, a friend, thou forgettest thy high-
er sovereign, thy true father, thy oreat- .
ost benefactor.  Where is the adoration
due to infinite perfection, whenee every
thing good and valushla is” derived ?
Where is the guatitnde owing to thy
Creater; who ealled thee forth, from no-
thing, who plwed thee in all these 1
lations to thy fellow-ereatuves, and re-
quiting Thee to tultil the daity of each
relation, forbids thee to negh et what
thou owest 1o himsel; vhe most perfict.
being, to whom thon art conneeted by
the closest tie ¢ '

But thou art thyself thy own idol
Thon worshippest thy (meginery porfee-
tions ¢ or rather, sensible of thy sl
imperfeetions, thou <cekest only to de
ceive the world, and to please thy fam
cv. by multiplving thy  ienoraet ad-
mirerz, Thus, net covt nb with neglees
inee what i most  exeellent in the um-
verse. thow desirest 1o substitute in his
place what i wost vile and contenp
tibie.

Consider all the works of mow's hands,
all the invensions of buman wit, W
whith thon affectest w0 pice n disecn
ment.  Thow wilt dind, that the most
perfeet. produciion still proceeds trom
the most perfeet thought, and that it is
winp alone which  we sdmire, while
we bestow our applause on the grees
of a well-proportioned  statne, or the
symmetry of a noble pile. The stuta-
ary, the architect, come still in view,
and makes us refleet on the beauty of
his art and contrivance, which, from o
Licap of untormed matter, conld extraet
such expressions and proportions, This
superior beanty ot thought and intelli
gonee thoa thyselfacknowledgest, while
thou invitest us to contemplate, in thy
conduct, the harmony of affections, the
dignity of sontim.mxta, a‘md all those
graces of mind which chiefly morit our
attention. But why stoppost thou short 2
Seest thou nothing farther that is valu-
able ? amid thy rapturous applauses of
beauty and order, art thou stiil ignorant
where 1s to be found the most consam-
mate beauty, the most perfect order?
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PHILOSODPTY

ena seem in direct apposition to his own
esislence,  For the purpose of selt-defence
he Is endowed with intelligence and Li-
berty.  Heo defends himself, helives, he

« {modified in t

AND RELIGTON.

(A seonaxnan hus a covsciousness ofivalue which it pussosses.  The destiny of
125 betng he finds himself’ in a worll st-!
rane nnd hostile, whoso laws and phenom-

He whe
we that which wis
an obstacle in his path, he it was who
created industry. ﬁultiply agor. vulitiy -
ate this feeble plant by the zecumulaied
labors of generations, and you will bhave
all that you have to-day. The mathe
matical and physical sciences are a con-
quest of human imelligence over the se-
crets of nature.  Indusiry is a conquest
of Liberty over the forces of this same
nature. . The world, such asx man found
it, was a stranger to him ;. the world such
as the mathematical and physical sciene-
es, towethier with industry, have made it,
s 2 world resembling man, reconstructed
|by him in his own image.  In fact, look
imund you, and you will perceive overy
where the mpression of mtelligence and
lhumzn  libert y Nature  had only
made thiugs, that is, beings without va-
lue:iman, n giviag to them tly: form of his
own personality, hax clevated  thent into
images of liberty and jntclhgence, and in
this way communicated to them a pat
of the value which helongs to himself.
The primitive world is nothing more than
tmaterial for the labow of man ; and it
is labour that has given to this matter the

gical ~ciences.

matical and ph
east de

(T mean i his relations with the
world ) is to assimilate nature as much as
possible to himself, to plavt init, and in
1t to make appoar, unceasingly, the liber-
‘ty and intelligence with which he is cu-

Industry, T repeat it -with ples-

‘dowed.

Incathes—though to be but two minutes in'surs, is the triumph of man over nature,
suceassion—only op condition of foresec-!whose tendoncy wus t6 encroach upon and
mg, that is on.condition of having known destroy him, but which retruats bofore bim,
these laws and these phenomena which'and i’ metamorphosed jn his hinnds: this
would destroy his frail existence if' he.is truly nothing loss then the creation of a
lcarned not little hy little to observe them, inew world by” wan,  Politieal ceonony
to measure their influence, and to caleulate!explains the “secret, or rather the detall
upon their recwrrence. By his intolli-lof all this : it follows the achievennts of
gence he obtainstknowledge of this world ;,industry, which are themseclves conucet-
by means of his Liberty he modities it,)ed with those of the mathemstical and

he chtm;fcs it, he adapts it to his use ; he
arrests the spreading . deserts, turns aside
the rivers, and levels the mountains ; in a/'
word, he accomplishes in & succession of,
ages that series of prodigies which now
so littlo astonishes us, because we axre ha-
bituated to our power and to its effects.
He who first measured the space -which
surrounded him, gounted the objects
which presented themselves to him, and
observed their properties and their action,

physical scienees.

I hope that T shall not be accused of in-
Justice towards the mathematical and phy-
sical sciences, towards industry und politi-
cal economy. I would simply demand whe-
ther thore are no other sciences than mathe-
maties-and physics, whether there is no
other power than that of industry, whether
political economy exhausts all our intelle-
ctual capacity. Mathematics and physics,

he it was who gave bixth to the mathe-

industry and political economy, Liave one)
and the same object, the useful, The ques.
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tion s then changed into this,~Is the nse-
ful tho only want of our nature, the
ouly idea upon which all the ideas of the
nuderstanding can be concentrated, the
only view under which man considers all
things, the only characteristic which he
recognizes in them? No:it isa fact
that, among »ll  human actiony, there are
some that, boeides thelr character of use-
ful or Lurtfal, present still apother, that
of being just or unjust ; u new character,
indeed, but real and as ecrtain as the first,
and quite as worthy, tou, of admiration.

The wlesn of the just isoue of the glor-
ies ol human nature.  Man poreeives it

at firs, but e proeives it only as a flash!
of lightning iu the profound darkness oft

= e

I
is onl
ty. ng

rediprosal: liberty. The State doos. ot
rostrain liberty, as some aver ; it develops
and secures it. .- Besides, in primitive
society, . all men are necesparily unequal,
by reason of their wants, their septinents,
their physical, intellectual, and moral fa-
culties ; but before the State, which con-
siders ruen only 2s persons, as free beings,
all men are equal, liberty béing equal to it-
self, and forming the only type, the ouly
measurc of equality, which without libert;

a resemblance, that is, a divers-
uality is then, with liberty, the
basis of legul order and of this political
world, a creation of the genius of man,
morg wonderful still than the actual world
of industry compared with the primitive

the primitive passion ; he sees it continual-jworld of nature.

Iy violated b

d by the disorder of pzms‘immi
an’d conflicting. interests.  That which he;

But, indeed, human inwlligence goes
still farther than all this. 1t Is again an

bas beeu pleased to call a state of incontestable fact, that in the infinite va-
nnbure i only 2 sate of war, where theiviety of exterior objocts and human acts,
vight of the strongest rules, and where there are some that appuar to us npt only
the idea of justics intcrposes only to be as vsctul or hartful, as just or unjust, but
rrampled under foot by passion.  But at as besutiful or ugly.  The idea of the
lact this idea strikes salso the mind of beaviifud is as inberent in the human spirit
man, and it correspouds so well with'as thai of the useful or that of the just,
what 33 most deeply planted  within him, Question yourself before u vast and (ran-
that little by little it beeomes an imperi- qitif sea, betore monulaing with harmoni -
ous necessity of hia nature 1o realize it ;jous contours, befure the noble or graceful
e, as before he had formed a new nature, face of man or woman, or when in ¢m-
npon the iden of the useful, o now, injtemplation of sume truit of heroie divo-
(e ploes of primitive society, where allition.  Omee strack with the idea of the
wos confounded, he creates o new society, [beautiful, man seizes upon it, disenguge
on thebas’s of a new idea, that of justice.|it, sxtunds it, purifies it in his thgught;
Justice constituted, is the State, The(by the aid of this idea which exterior ob-
busine s of the Siade is to cause justico to{jects have suggested, ho examines anew
Lovs peeted by foree,upon the authoritythese same objocts, and finds them, upon
o s idea lorent i t}m,t of justice, viz,{second view, Inferior in some respeets to
that injustioc tnast not only be restrained, the idea which they bad themselves sug-
hut pani fred, The Stase does not take into|gested.  Even as the benceent powers of

co yederntion the infiaite variety of human
croments that wepo at variance in the, con-
fiton wind (hios of natural society. Tt
dnes vert enthenge 1he whole man; it regards
fim only in oo relation to the idea of the
st owmid the unjust 3 that is, as capable
of committing «: receiving an injustice,
or rather ay ecapable of being impeded
or tmpeding others, eithor by fraud or
violenes, In the exercise of free and vol-
untary agency.  Thence arise all duties
and all leral vights, Tne only legal right
ta that of being respected in the peaceful
oxerciz. of liberty ; the only daty, or at
Jeast the first of all, is to respect the liber-
ty of ‘others.  Justice i nothing more

nature appear to us ut first only as mingl-
ed with frightful and disastrous phenom-
ena which hide them from out view, and
as justice and virtue are only as fugitive
lights in the chaos of primitive soctety ;
so in the world of forms beauty 8 sh_own
only in a manner which, in revesling it to
ns, veils and disfigures it. What an ob-
scure, equivocal, incomplete irdge of thu
infinite ia & vast seaora huyo motmtain,
that is, a great volume of water or B mass
of rocks 1. The most besutiful object in
the world has its fanlts, . the ‘most cliarm-
ing face has it defects, How many un-

leasant details connect. boatdy with mat-
}:er 1. Heroish iteeH, ‘the “greatest and.

than this; justice is the mnintenance of

purest ‘of all. besstite, hetoilm
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viewed has its miscries, All that is reahsf
Allreal beauty,]

tixed and iwperfect.
whatever it may be, fudes before the ideal
.of beauty, which it reveuls, What does
taan do then ? What duus he do, gentle-
men ? After having renewed nature and
primtive society by industry ond laws, Le
recoustricts the objeets which had given
Lim the idea of beauty upon this idea it-
self, and makes them still more beautifyl,
Inctend of stopping at the sterile contem-
plation of the ideal, he creates for this ideal
a new nature, which roflects beauty in

89

ough this world aud under the forms of
this world ; but through these forms, nd
under these forms themselvos, he suppose,
irvesistibly, something which is for him
the substance, the cause, dxd the model of
all the ‘powers and the perfections which
he sees both in himself abd in the world.
Lu a word, heyond the world of industry,
beyond the po{itiml world and that of art
man coneeivos God. The God of humanity
is no more separated from the world than
he is concentrated init. A God without
aworld isfor manas if he were not;

manner much more transparent than pri-le world without a God is au  incom-
mifive nature. The beauty of art in ax prediusib's enigma to bis thought, and
much superior to natural heauty as o an overwhe hning weight wpon Ins beart,
is superior to nature.  And itshowld v The intnitive perception of God, distinet
be waid that this beaaty is mere ehimera,iin himwel! frovy she world, but there  mak--
for the highest truth is in thought ; and iug i vect maniise, s vatural religion. But
thet which reflects thought Dest is thatas v stepped not b the prinuitive world,
whirhis wost tree, and the works of art/au privnitive sovicty, or at natural beauties,
are thue in rome degree more true than'so be stops not ol naturd coligion. Tn fact,
those of natare.  The world of art is|uatural ruligien thavis, the instinetive tho-
quilevs veal ar the politeal world or theiught whiclt darts through the world, even
workl of jndustry,  Like them, it is thelto God,y isin th life of the natural man but
work of the intelligence and Iiberty of'a beam of Jight marvelons, but fugitive,
taat verking heve upow vehellions nabure fhis light Hamines his soalas does the iden
sk ovealy  passions, thore upon coarseof the beautifuly the iea of the just, the ido
hoaatis, of the wiud. But in this world vy thing

3

Tmagine n being who had been present
at the ereation of the wniverse and of hu-!
wan Tife, who had scen the extonor surface]
oi the earth as it passed from the hands of
nature, and who should now retarn in the
midst of tho prodigies of our industry, of

tends to obsenre, to distraet, to vislend the
religings sentirrent Floey than, wan does
what he has done befoc—he cveates, f5r e
wie of the new ides Which governs him,
nnother world than that of wature; a
world in wiicl, abstracting every thing

elso, lic perecives on'y its divine charactor
ing able to recognize the ancient dwolling-|thatis, its relation o Cod. The world of
lace of man, would il aot seom him, mircligion iz worship, My, that religious
Lia astonishinenty that asuperior race ofjventhwent, is vory foeble {hat would 'st,op
beings had passed upon  the carth andjai an occasional, vague, and sterile con-
metamorphosed it ? {templation, 1t belongs w the essence of

But, indeed, this world thns metamor-'all that s strong to divelop itself, to ye-
phosed by the power of man, this nuturcialize it-elf.  Worship, then, is the de
whichhe has veconstructed in his image, velopent, the vealization of the religious
this society which he has vstablished upon sentient, not s liunitation, Worship is
the rule ot justice, these marvels of art to natuml religion what art is to natural
with which be as enchanted life, are mot beauty, what the State iy to primitive
sufficient fof man. All-powerful as hie soclety, what the world of industry is to
is, lie coneeives & power superior to hisithat of nature, The trivinph of the re-

our tostitutions, and of our arts, Not he-

ovn and o that of nature, a Fower which,
without doubt nanifests itselt only by its,
works, that is, by nature and Lumanity,
a power that is contemplated only in it
works, which is conceived only in relation
with its works and¢hon too, under the ve-
servation of infinite superiority and cm-

ligious sentiment is in the creation of
worship, a8 the trumph of the “idea of the
beautifi) is in the creationof art, as that
of thoidea of the justisin the ereation of
the State. Wership i# infinitely superior
to the ordinary world, in that, 1st, it Las
no other object than to reeull Giod to maa,

nipoteince. Chained within the limits of

whilst that external nature, besides its re-

‘this” world, man sces nothing except thr-|lation to God, has masy others which
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dlstract; Eeeble humamt.y

thie : 2d, becaase it mmﬁm#ely *
as.p rf-presantmon ofdivine thingsfy &Lh-
causc it is permanent, whilst te on»r wan-
dering eyes the divie character ¢ Wwo- |of
rld is at every moment enfeebled or- tota.ﬂ
eclipsed. omhip, by reason of bemg
specific, clear, and
to God a thousatid times more forcibly
than the world cun do.* It is a victory
over vul
industry, of the State, and of art. .

But on what condition does worshl
offectuall recall man to his Creator ? On
the cOmhtwn, inherent to "all worship,
presenting theso obscure relations o hu~
manity and the world to God under ex-
terior froms—under lively imnges and
symbols. Reaching this point, humanity
has, doubtless, very far advanced ; but
has it arrived at a limit beyond which it
cannot go ?  All truth, by wihch I mean
all the relations of man and of the world
to God, are deposited, 1 believe, in the
macred symbols of religion. But ean th-
ought stép at symbols 7 Faith attaches
itself to wymbols; its grandeur and. ite
st h consist in seeing in them what
doss not, exist, or, at least, what exists
there only in an indirect and distorted
manner, But this cannot be the last
degreo of the development of human in-
telligence.  In prcsence of the symbol,
man, after baving adored it, feels the need
of accounting mlmself for so doing. Ac-
counting to himself, gentlemen, uccounting
to himself ! These aro truly serious words.
On what condition, in fact, does he account
to himself ? On the condition of analy-
z.ny that for which he wishesto account, and
of transforming it into conceptions which
the mind afterwards examines, -and upon
the truth or falsehood of which it decides,
Faith is the work of enthusiasm; but to
cnthusiagm  gmeceeds reflection.
thusiasti and faith have
langruage, and b
hyuns, refloctiun” hge dialectics for its in-
strument ; and thus. we find ourselyes in
guite n diffrent world from that
symbols and of worship. . The day on
which man first reﬂeﬁtad wag the birth-day

of plulosophy, * Phxlowphy is notbmg \

else than reflection’.in & vaet form : 3
tion accompanied hy all ﬂw T
procossex: , belongi :
ed to the ra,nk and anthont

ermanent, recalls man| .

life higher still than that of] .
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NATURAL RELIGION.

————

The god of natural religion is not a
human deity, whom we can bring down
to our own lovel and measure by our own
insignificanco ; for nothing can be more
absurd than to suppose that a god who
explains novhing in the world, must of
necessity rescinble that world ; but this
unknown divinity strengthens instead
of disturbing our reason. He forms
our point ot departure, as every original
primeiple i3 thesouree of demonstration
wit".out the power of being demonstra-
tad iteell. 'We know  nothing of his
natare, beyond that be is complete in
intcllizence, gouduess, and power ; nor
of lus  eternity, except thatno imige
of it can Do We
ave better acquainted with him in his
works than In himself; bat we see
everywhere reflected in his works in-
dications of his perfection and great-
We know that he has created,
and we see that he governs the world.
Wo bolieve and admit ereation, althow +h
we wake no altempt to explain it, for
it Las no analogy with any haman act.
In like manner, we follow with love
and respect the development of the
views of Providence, without represent-
ing God to our minds as an unskilful
and uncertain artificer, The true God
has no human attributes. Passion, in-
constancy, and effort, belong not to his
nature ; that serene and omnipotent
will extracts worlds from nonentity,
with all their inealculable developments ;
that unlimited intelligence comprehends
at the same moment all time and all

furnished by time.
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spa,ée ;" that supreme love embraces
#multancously all created beings, and
seen overy one present before him in his
individual identity. God has placed
us in the world to govern while we
traverse it. We pass along under his
eye and hand, but in the fulness of the
liberty derived 'from him, sustained by
the cternal decrees of his power, ani-
mated by the never-ceasing love which
he foels® for the creature he has made.
Through him, nothing is wanting to us
here below in owr only important under-
taking, for he has giw}on ug duty and
freedony ; through him, nothing can fail
ws in the future, for in death he will
satisfy the desives, of our hearts and
minds by iving us himself for nourish-
ment, by filling us with the sight of his
glovy, and the overflowings of his love.
What signifies it that we must tread
even over (linls upon briars, to arrive
at such a termination ! True happiness
must be congnered to ascertain its reql
value,  We aceept the trial courageous-
ly i and we convert our sacritices into
a hymn of praise to the glory of the
God who supports and calls us.  This
world, so complotely filled with his di-
vinity, i8 no longer a’ prison, but a
temple.

From the moment when we learn
our origin and end, as children of God,
destined through his munificent rule
to return 1o him again, we feel that our
first duty is to unite ourwclveswith our
heavenly Father, and 4o emplon Lvery
moment of life in testlfyun‘g our gra.tu
tude. We owe worship to God, and
for our own necessities and consolation
we are called upon to adore him,. How
are we to offer’up our praises to the great
Creator, who, by Lis single will, has
produced the world from nothing, whose
power and grandeur have no parallel,
and cannot be expressed by words;

b

who exists above time and space in
absolute independence and consummate
folicity # . Amongst the most signal
benefits which God has confurred upon
us, we must reckon that hc has impos-
ed a law, assignad a task, and furnished
an opportunity of serving him, by
co-operating, as it were,in his own work.
Without liberty, we shonld be incapable
of worship. God has assigned to us,
in some measure, for the exercise of our
freedom, our active powers, and our
duty, a limited sphere, in which, after
Lis example, we can do goud, and. con-.
tribute to the gencral .uujby We can
maintain ourselves wholly and bealth-
fully, in body and spirit, without con
tracting pollution, without encrvating
or weakening the understanding, We
arc caabled to exorcise the faculties of
the body, to direct the powees of the
mind towards cternal truth, and to love
everlasting beauty with all our hearts,
We can, while tollowing the preseribed
path, discorn in our front, and on every
side, those of our breathren who are
condemned to suftir, through ignorande,
vice, dixcase, or calamity, and we can
fly to their assistance with indefatigable
ardour.  'We can bind up their wounds,
allay their thirst, distribute to them our
superfluity, or make them  pactakers of
our compotence, enlarge their minds,
and eure or revive their hearts , and in
the abscnce of other aid, We can animate
them by our example, while we teach
them to know and scrve God, and to find
enjoyment in his service.  While look-
ing on life with lofty views, we can
devote ourselves to scionce, labour
without mtermxbsmn, not for ourselves,
but in the cause of truth, penetrate the
socrets of nature, and distribute to the
living World or consecrate to poster-
iy, those treasures which God *has dis-
pensed ta us, that ‘our brethrén “mav
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WORSHIP.
. J
Wo now approach one of the most

important points of natural religion.
There is an all-good and all-powerful
God, who has created and governs the
world. He has placed us here to under-
go the trial of sorrow and sacrifice, and
to prepare us for the bappy and eternal
life which we aye destined to enjoy be-
youd the grave. These grand dogmas
form the basis of natural religion : we
know our origin, our rule of conduct,
and our end. The Gog by whose omni-
potent will we are created, has treated
us like a father, since we are made im-
wortal and free, and at the sawe time ep-
dowed with love and intelligence. The
period of trial we are doomed to under-
g0 i3 necossarily wingled with bitter-
ness ; novertheless we are not, abandone
All things
and around us,
able. t0 accomplish our
if we underteke it with
& resolute desire. At the outset we
know our contract witl, God, . and we
know also all that we requiie to be ac-
quainted with, of hig nature, to love
and worship hiw. The gifts of affec-

LA



tion and understanding are unequally

dispensed ; but these are only distinc-
tions in the conditions of the trial to
be endured : for we all posscss, in the
necessary degree, a knowledge of the
law, and the means whereby it is to be
fulfilled. Tlercin lics the only point of

this life, compared ‘with the eternity of
the future, is not worthy of being taken
into consideration. Finally, whatover
doubt may bo attached to the miser-
able events of the world, one thing we
know to o certainty—the happiness
that awaits us hereafter, if we are faith-
ful. We have only thus to understand
that it is our duty to bloss the name of
God, even in our afflictions.

Tn the act of worship we recognise a
just homago rendered by the creature
to his ecreator. Love and admiration,
in common with all human feclings, are
ot always legitimato 5 but they cannot
fuil tobe so, ift their sclected object is
traly beautiful and amiable ; and a well-
regulated mind measures its attachment
by't.ho. perfections of the being adored.
To love and admire thus, is to walk in
the right path, and to dircet steadily the
faculties of the mind and heart to alaw-
ful ond. Such sentiments increase instead
of exhausting our strength., Deadness of
soul, languor, and discouragement are
unknown to those happy spirits who are
attracted and retained by the truly good
and beautiful. We magy of them, that
they possess something above human-

|
ity, for they are gifted with the only }

earthly power which never exhausts
itself, and the source of which augments
asit flows. But howcan any crented {
being be amiable, except in proportion

|

veal importance.: for the "duration of |

)

as he exprosses logy imporfectly than
others the divine perfection ? All that is
good and lovely below God, can only be
so by the indirect reflection of his con-
plete beauty. He alone concentrates the
ossence of the true, the beautiful, and
the perfect. Tolearn how to love hiin,
above cvery other considoration, is the
greatest happiness of which we are
capable. All our affections must yield
to this paramount fecling, whieh forms
at once the source and consecration of
every human sentiment,

There is yet another cause beyond the
perfections of God which ought to in-
cline our hearts to love him. e is our
benefactor, our support, and our hope.
We love the man who has snatched us
from peril, and he who has instructed
us in our duty; the mother who has
nourished us with her milk, the father
who has watched over us with vigilant
anxicty, and who during one half of
his Lifc has laboured incessantly for our
advantage. Tlow ardently then ought
we to love God, who has given us life
itself, with all that renders the life en -
durable and delightful! We ought to
bless bim for our creation, and for
having gifted us with an intelligence
capable of knowing and luvin,:,r. onr
creator. ' We ought to adore him for the
gift of frecdom, and for having imposed
on us the salutary yoke of duty. 1t is not
only ungrateful but insane to acknow-
ledge obligations to a fcllow-creature,

| and to withhold thewn from the creater ;

for every advantage that we enjoy
proceeds from him. 1t is he who by
his will or by his laws, which express
the human formula of bis will, sustains

and  protects the life that he has



bestuwed on us. We breathe, we act, we

ihink, under his guiding hand. We |

enjoy good through his bounty ; we
suffer evil by our own fault. Tle has so
disposed all things from the heginning,
that we everywhere find the remedy
by the side of the mischiof He has
not made us for this carth; but for an
invisible world, the delights of which.
we aro, as yet, incapable of compre-
hending. The objects to which we at-
tach our hopes can only yicld in return
transitory and qualified happiness ; and
often, instead of the gratification that
we anticipate, bring to us misery and
digappointment. He alone is our ¢n-
during and glorious hope : the blis
that he promises has no parallel. We
are sare to reach this if we are faithful; to
be filled with it, for it surpasses all that
we can dreamn of on earth ; to obtain,
with “the certainty of preserving, for
God will never withdraw a gift which
he has permitted us to win ; and the
same hand has given us, at the same
time, liberty and immortality.  Either
we must root out from the heart of man
every sentiment by which itis ¢ anobled
and purified, o1 we miist struggle to com-
bine them all in one mingled feeling of
love and adoration for the Creator.

But wherein lies the necessity of
-howing that we oughtto love God ?
We do not demonstrate this, we only
vecall it : for love is the foundation of
worship, or, to speak more correctly,
worship is the lova of God expressed in
act.  Now, if it is just aid necessary to
cxpress legitimate love, it rowults from
thonee that worship is an homage which
man cannot refuse to the Creator.

M. Jules Simon,
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VirTee is Man's highest good,

Justice the chief virtye between man and

man.

Truth makes sure the instincts of Virtue ;

¥ree Thought is necded for the search of
Truth,

Man has a mind for Virtue and Truth,

A8 truly as limbs for useful Labour,

And Labour and Virtue are closs akin.
Labour of head or Labour of band

Are necdful Lo health of mind and body.
Either Labour is noble and right ;

Nb rightful Labour ought to he debasing,

Freedom to be virtuous is for ever man's
right; ,
And whatever or whoever forbids it, ia

viciouy,

Neover can socioty beé p:ﬁpped hy vice,
For all vice is wealtness and rottenness
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Civilizetion must breed noble citisens: -
Degraded classes never build it up, .

But always undermine and ruin it. .
Degradation is unnatural, a.nd therefore]

unnecessary.

Man's higher Instinct loads to lofty aspira-
tion,

To generous sentunm and boundless
desire,

Till he ‘sceks and ﬁnfaihe Author of his
‘Soul.

In secking f r him he perfects his virtue,

By finding him he is made strong within,

And boing strong he strengthens hxs'
brethren.

For to aid the weak is the d‘yty af the!
stroug, . E

And thus virtue within becomes justice
without.

F. W. Newman.
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Man is naked and defenceless ; bis intolligence
procures him sheller aud pourishment, whilo at
the swno time it protects b from fhe attacks
of wild wnivals and his own® Apevies,  But if
h2 were reduced to the sayage slate he wwuld
vesse $o be himsell, he would be no longer man.
In civilised e, which angments his necessitios
while it elevates his desires, he jo compelled 41 be
aqual to his own wants, An' appadling propore
tion of hyman beingn are deficient in intaligetual
eultivation ; many suftor drom cold and hmuger;
:g ptimes the gultﬁt pxiv;,mu“‘,:f‘a:ww.q by
hs proximity of luxury, Poets and_ phi ok
minfg ém ’w{:‘giy {wms.g, that- mwpﬁm
ok, odvakisute bappinoss,. A, piveaient, Shph
for “thowe' inho“’i_‘h{gg&t i %ngdﬁ of . :
owjoyments. of o, No:, widubtydly. mosey
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does mob comprise happiniss ; bus in civilised sosi-
oty the absonce of money creates prositive misery.:
Ifit be dosertod that m gm evilg, or
that this privation raust be eudured rather than
that the immortal soul shodld be dekilsd, so far all
is just and true ; but this adnission doos not pre-
vent us from foeling that it is fearful not to
possess the coramon peessarioy of Jife for our-
sclves and those that belong to us. There is an
axiom, which wa sometimes have vopeated,
repulsive o those who huve suffered” themselves,
and who have witneésed the sufferings of others.
“No one,’ they say, “dies of humger” ‘Thia is
cither a mistake or a ‘falsehood. People die of
starvation in @ ditoh, in the fields, or in tewp, *
hefore the window of a baker's shop. Many
amongst those who are mot absolutely starved’
Aie from insufficient or unwholesome food 5 or from
having earned their pittance of bread in an up-
healthy toil ; or sink under illoess for want of
remedies or rest. ,

Wo all agree in eulogising labour, ard in declgr-
ing that it strengthens and consales; but there
i4 such n thing as lubour multipliel upon labour.
1i the reader has ever been lod by curiosity to
desoend into the catacombs of Pars, where you
wallh between four stone walls so narrow snd low
{hat vou can touch them ou every sido, and where
von may advance for & league withont fed.inﬁ
anvihing but that description of sepulchre throug]
which you travel without change of situation;
where you can searcely breathe for want of air;
whora the soul i8 weigfmd down by the sensation
of that 1hick erust of rock and earth under whuch
you are buried,--you may chance to have o
enuntered an isolated workman, dragging alovg
with slow steps, and by the light of a niserable
candle, & wheelbarrow loaded with wilivwn stones.
e has heen there from the earliest dawn to disk,
and ho must return again to-morrow.  Dogs he
¢.rn enough by this Jabour to ke pr his children
from huneor und cold ¥ !

Of oll the feclings that bind ns to the world,
the strongest is paternal love. 1t inereases every
day, oven when we lalieve it ban reached a point
boyond which there 18 no augnentativn. Tho
yarent beass every thing for ohild : woil, solitnde,
want of clothing, and want of food. He braves
death under every form; wounded or dying, he
forgets his own agony to supply some “little
comfort to that dear life which soun will lose his
frail support. 'Uhis Jove withony liwit is the last
genation which the -heart retains, We ean com-
prehend that the world would be a desert to the
father if that eye were closed, it that smile were
quenched in death. Yet nabure breaks the fie. Bhe
cpsts the opening, life into the grave, snd von-
demns the parent $b survive. ) L

These catastrophes ‘are_net universal, yet.the
catalogue is o long ong! Every hour that we live
toings with it the chance of s disastor, - There
is & misfortyne yefgmg,er than elowiy thg%a
of & son—that of deholding him a'driiinal " I
sgnation would tire befure “we oo “éxhaust the
list of homan calamities.

Even ot tendersst m;ecﬁ:inu m&t:: w
Fow

e LY
sbip, have their peculior s
bﬂt}l:nynﬁ, we are k”m‘:&mmu Sobepe
tidus aro misrgpreseu . overy
e = e
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even with us the reputation of honest citivens:
the calumnics of the conqueror pursue us withont
shyine or. remorse, even in the miseries to which
ho has consigned us. We are considered bhv our
own party as little better than unskilful or am-
bitious dupes, We think that we have sacriticed
ourselves for u principle, and at last, as if by
chance, an objection sturts up until then unper-
ceived. Snddenly the entive edifice falls, carrying
away all the fruits of our toil, all our lpng de-
vobion and gacrifices, and our hearts and cur Bives
have no longer a resource to oling to. Genins
1bsclf Lias sometimes proved a fatal it 5 not alune
to Columbus, who purchased glory by misfor.
tuue, but to a legion of others, who havo perished
wittheir labours, unknown, insulted. and frampl-
ed wader {oot, and sometmies even deprived of the
consolation of knowing thew own sirength

What resource have we agaiust so many evils ?
(lory ¥ Let us not adopt this wistihen Hlattery.
txlory follows nuccess, and ig nothing more than a
time-serving eourtier. It belongs to the Alex.
anders and Cusars, those ecrowned excentionery
who would have been consigned to the gibbet vy
the police of ail vations 1f they had exereisal
vheir talents on the highway,  With o few more
battalions, Cartouche would have benn o werthy
assoeinte.  The emply bubble of glory iy not,
worth feeding on by anticipation.  The pleasire
of being inseribed atier desth in the reeoeds of
memorable deeds, aud of furnixhing o subjot, for
oratoricel display, is a poor concpencition fur the
mortilieations and iniguities of an cutire Jife !
There is bud _one {rae puwer, the scutiment of
virtue ; but where is the soul 1o whivl it sutliees 1
Such o exeeption iz to e et with, for the {mg
exaltation of hamanity, from age to age: but ng
us not attempt, to sncaxure wen by the standard
of hevors!

What then are we to do? To what are we o
attuch onrselvest T'o whom are we to have recourse
when the world has failed us 7 wheaw are we to
address our sighs npon the brink of the grawep
In whow are we to twst when our love is repui.
sed, cur virtue ealumniated, and onr honour tarn-
ished? Powards whom are we to lift our cries
agaitmt tho pitiless disdain, againdd the elosed
hearts whichrcject the offered saeritioes Something
within juspires us fo raixe owr eyes to Leaven.
and to call God - our aid.  This s why so ninny |
men unacquaintod with seience liston cagerly to

08¢ who speak to tham of the {atere. Yt iy
that they may adore and supplicate, that such a
multitude of souls disinherited v thiv world, dream
of the invisible wniverse. even when the lichts
of philosophy are denied to thow, If onr nature
is made to soffte, it is also made to pour
out our rutferfngs to (tod, and to find in that
camplaint a solave and an  encouragigient. Pra-
yer softens, or rather destroys sulitude trowa the mo-
mont whoen the world abandons and ies us, we find
ourselves once more in: presence of Lho only friend
wite never deceives, of him ‘whese nams is Justice,

Prayer is not only » resoures und.:r oslamity,

but a_ progervative against crime. A man yields
m%

himpall wpy o the influonoe of passion: instead of
‘ mboring. the lessons ho has acquired in youth,
; dreams”'of nothing but pleasure and intorest,
# violendo of ‘vhe sfnsations he hav stirred u)
in, bﬁqhi:lf_,‘prpdm such & bmmilt in his'sduf,'
% Ho s “Lost " to evety thing else, o' applies
" vopticond. of intelligoace. o ghe
#8'ls apptites, and while Le-eatinfos .

byt g
I ) :'E‘ W B

brin

otfa

them, be dreams only of tho means by which
they -can ba revived, to beagsin ‘glutted with
enjoyieent.  In this uiter subordinaticn of his
entirc beiag to pleasure, and the search after plea-
sure, he loses his perocption of what is beautiful
and just: his will, incossantly drawn in one direction,
loses its active powers and heeownes ineapable of 1¢-
sistance. TLis reasoning fuenlty, badly cutivated.sup-
plied through deteriornted organs, full of disgrace-
ful sophisms, weakened, and misled, ean no hinger
distinguish or follow truth; all that it retaing of
streugth is employed tu the indulgence of igunble
appetiten, and perbaps, ab last, swks even Lelow
the level of animal instinet,  Thus fall from  day
to day thix noble eveature, made to  reign over
ereation and over bimeelf, whes, iustead of tutni
towarde Lemven, and commencing the life of the
future upou earth, ke takes the world for his all,
attaches toot his concentiated puawaer, und glories
in the ollivion of everyibiug ‘elve. What ean
draw hiia back from these ubysses in which he
revolves ¥ Perbinps a sign aone vas wanting which
micght over mute reenll God to his 1houghts, This
sinsle ddes would have asedsted bam to conquer
himself.  The nume hrings with it an accompany-
ing {rain of a)ltbatl is grand and nolle. It wig-
nifies virtoe and fruth. It affords o union of all
the pleasuees which tie soul desires, snd compar-
vl with which the restare asonothing. Itisa
light  which exhilats the rottenness of the evil
parsions under its real arpeet. However debased
a mind may br. there i2 somewhere within a eol
lection of tonchivg and revivifying remombrances
which the mirhty rawe of God cpee more awakens.
Every ,physieinn of the sonl huew+ that the cure
is possible frum the moment when {Wo patient can
beanduced to pray.  Thus, whether as a vonscla.
tion ur a remedy. poayer occopios wn important
place in human life.  We shall wot mquire, with
the  plilosuj hers of the seventeenth ecntury,
whether a nation of atheists conld possihly exist ;
we shall content ourseues with saying, that the
Fddigious sentiment. i the most powerful of all
social ties, 11 need nob be argued that the faraily
bond ix more intluential, for filial piciy is but a
foriu of religion It is the thought of God whieh
comypleles the sanctitication of the Jomedtic hearth,
that hatlowed ccutre of (very wider und social
aflcetion.  Take that thewrht »ntively away, from
any asscaated people, aald they are no longer
united as a nation except by intercst and fear,
The eivil law, in their estimation, is nothing but
a social. eontract. by which they eive on the cone
dition of roeciving,  Bul o they give always,
and reecive nothing in wtuen, they become dupes
with their ¢yes spen. That which js pompously
denominated the sentiment of fraternily, or the
relivion of patriotisin, censes Lo have soy Signis
fieation,  Citizens arc merely associutes, but nob
brethern,  Never will duvotion or seli-sacrifiee
find & place in & state wo constructed; mever
will this compaet, fonnded on such a basis, be
regarded as. indissaluble by uny one who sustaine
injury from it. If .we wish fo ereate ome com.
solidated family, possensing moral unity, tradition,
and howowr; U $he ‘mapiors of which are to
comiler themstives” houiid Uy mntust respon.
sibility ; whose .Jaws ave understged end respected,
evan. whett thay prndily; it i inty ensalile that the
mame.af pouptéy ahoyld call'up. seligicus ideas,
shaifld beliede himeolf hovnd tq

%00,
Ay, diviuo dispensution; that th
of- e fathr to som
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should astablish a relationship bebween all who
tread the same sofl, and speak the swne language;
that the laws should rest, not on the balance of
duterests, but on the ctornal pereeption of justies ;
and that in token of* this origin, they should be
promulgated in the name of Guod

' M. Juvus SiMoN,

. PRAYER.

But one thing is clear —that whenever we attempt
to approach (iod at all. we murt doso with all the
earnestuess which 7 at onr command; nay, with
more than wo ean setnally eonmand, with «ll that
wo cgn obfain from God. who, if we nsk Him, will
ever help to prepare lisown sarifice, and who
does in facd pid evory prayer o+ He aceepts it.

Negondly, the will strugglmyg to obey in all
things the law of Gud, i the grawd conditionon
which carnest prayer becomes (o far as we may
judge) seceptable to our Maker. Prayers that
God will make us butter are wttorly nugatory
unless wa resnlve while oferiug them to do el we
can tu bocome xo. A single sin. Fowever apparent-
ly trifling, however hidden in some ohscure corner
of our eonscicusness —a sin  whick we do mot
intend to  renowncr, i enomsh to render Teal
prayer impracticable,  Otten gud often, doubtless,
we have all found this ~found that we went on
pevheps for many long days, woibls o send forth
any aspiradion with a chanee of b g heard on high,
Rutif we turved inwards, and witi gevere seriting
sought vat the oflending set or sentiment which
cansed our spiritual paulysic i, having, found
it, we deliberately vesolved, with the whole power
of our wills. * This sin shall be done never more,’”
how marveliously did that one effurt thrast back
the Lol which had barred 5 us the gate of
heaven ; how instantly dul we find that we conld
now * knock. anid it should he immediately opened”
tous!  As [ have <aid. the smellest sin is enough ;
the dixeord of asingle string am ng ol the thousand
in our pature will distroy th: harmony which
prayer regrires batwedn our wiils aud that of God.
kut $ill every chord is attuncd to the fullest unison
with thal eternal right wherewith God’s voice
makes the universe resound, ean wo hear in our
souls that awfnl and mysterions musie, A& courss
of action uot wholly upright or hosourahle, feul.
ings not entirely kind and loving. habits not spot.
leysly chaste and temperate—any of these are
inpassible obstacles,  We must thrust thew aside,
or give up prayer Gl God's Joving soverity forces
us to rgnounce {hem, L know this sesms an ex-
aggeratiy ; but if there Leone truth of religions
experiencd’ Tuore ¢Jour thau another, 1 believe it is
this veryone, T woul ,iappea‘l to my reader’s own
consasouancss, whethe#®it be not as 1 have said,
The lusson is no wers  oqrollary from  broader
dostrines coneerning prayéround oredible only on
thut account. Momy a human soul has -felt it—
cloarly, unui-takably, felt it. Weare injured or
insulied, and natural angry feolinge arise; ~ We try
to pray us usnul, and 1?:03'1311‘ ‘we have borne our

injary “without attempt at, or intention 'of retal. |

iation, yot our words are all
we cannot pray.

driven back ¢p us

‘ i 'D.¢'4 ‘ ,""l‘lll ’A

ous ‘concord of our whole souls with the entire
‘echame of His providenoe for oursclves und for all
men, in this 1% ‘and fhrough eternity. This is
Pu!a«——!&qur #its salmination an:ym!th,th
highost glory and the highest joy of » crested woul.
.« Proctical "Morals.
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This, then, even the perfort nituning
o the Will of God;1s' # Divotton.t
iving to God all our dekires, Sigratb; ue
urs. It is the resolubion t6 pbey &
; God's’
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. SWEEITUAL FREEDOM. . " %

‘Ang-fifst, I hay be ssked what:l: meas by . In-
ward, Spiritual Freedom ¢ The gommion and true
awswer 19, that it isfroedora from'gin. I fappre-
hend, however, that to mauy, i nog. %o most, these,
wonls are tob vague i’ convey o and deep
sense o the. néas of the blessing. .. ket me,
then, offer & brief explanution ; and the 4muet im-
portant *reraark in illustrating this freedom, is,
shat i, is not a nogative state, nob the recro
absence of sin , for sueh n freedows may be usorh-
el to inforior animals, or to children hefure be-
eomning morad agenws.  Spiritual frecdom ‘s the
attribute of a mind. 10 which rewson and conscience
have begun to act, nnd which is freo  through its
own energy, theough fidglity to the truth, through
resstance of lemptaifon. 1 cumot  therdfore
betler give my views of sprvitual freedom, than by
saving. thas it 1w moval energy or foree of holy
purpase put Jorth agumnst the senses, aguinss the
poassions, ageinst the wordd, and thas libeeatimg
il intolleet. eonscience, gnd will, go that they
may et with strength and' anfoid themselves {or
over. The etscuce of apiritual freedom is power.
A man liberated from sensual lusts by o paisy,
would not therslure be inwardly free.  He only is
free, who, through seli-conflict.and mera) rasolu-
tion, rustained by frust m God, sabdues the paa-
e which huve delased him, aod, eseapiog the

thealdom of Jow objocts, binds himgelf to pure - |

and loluy ones.  That mind alone is {ree, which,

Jooking to God as the inepiver and rewarder of .

virpue. adopty Lix law, writben on the heart anl
b word, a8 its supreme e, and wisel, an
obedionee b this, goverus itscl, reveres itecolf,
excrds faithfullyats best powers, avd untoldy itsel
by woll deing, in whatever sphore God's pro-
vidunes nesigns. )

It has pieased the Allewize Dizposer o eueom-
pass us from our birth by difiealey and allure-
ment 1 to place ua in a world where wrong doing
r often gainful, and duty rough aud perilous,
whore wany viees oppose the dictates of the
inward mooilor, where the, ‘body  presses a8 »
weight on the mind, and matter, by its poerpetual
agency on the konses, beeomes s barrien between
us and the spizitnal world. We are in the midst
of influences, which menace, .the intellect and
Lieart ; smd to be free, is to withstand and con-
quor these. '

1 call that mind free, which masters the senses,
v%\ich prosonts itself againet ‘aniraal appetitee,
which contemns plessusre and pain in comparison

with its own enurgy, which penetwates benegth

the hody and recnguises its own realivy and great-
ness, whioh passes }ife, not in asking whut itshall
ast or drivk, but in ‘hungering, thirsting, and
secking after righteousness. .

I call that 2mind free, whizh guoapes the f)ond.
age of matter, which instesd of stopping st the
risterial universe apd.making it & prisod-Wall,
passes beyond it to its Anthar, and finds in the

radiant signatuges which it everywhore bears of
Soo.Jafaits piky
Iaagbment, )

helps ta its own spitituial en-
¥ osll thiit mind froe, which, jealopsly guards
its intejleotusal righte and powérs, eslls no
‘st npnster, which does: not content . iteelf with
psivel or hereditary fuith, whivh opens ifeelf
4o fight whencesoever it may come, whish reggives
new-igath as an angel from hemr,en,-.which%t

‘e

Ming others, infjuirss stili'wore of tho uradle

-

. " « ) i
Jmetfy; and nacs, inetruciions, from abrosd,

ot 5o g o, bnt to' quickgn and exalt ite ¢wn
e'ﬂ%i“, e TR g ,E'.'l A s, .
» I eall "ﬁﬂaﬁ mind free, which sets no bounds to

its Jove; Wloh is wot fnpricohed in itecif or'in 4
soct, which roeognicos- in all human Leiongs, the
image ‘of God aud the rights of his childeen,
whick delighgs in virtoe aod symputhises with
sutering ‘w%iérever they uré meun, which com-
guers pride, anger, and sloth, and offsrs itself up
# willing victim ty the cause of mankind. :

‘I eall that mind free; which is wob prssively
framed hy ontward circumstances, which is not
ewept away by the torrent of vvents:. which is
not, the creaturo of aceiduntal impluge, but which
bendy events to jis owo impmvcmei’nt,l rud acts
frow. an toward spring, from immutable principles
which wlia. deliberately espousad. '

Leall ‘thal mind free, which protets iteell
against the warpadons of society, which does not
vower to humaw opiwon,’ which fecls fself ace
countable io a higher. tribunal than wan’s, which
respeets & higher law than fashion) which respects
itnelf fuo smnch to be the slave or tool of the muoy
o the fw, ’

1 call that mind free, which, through confidense m
Gud and i the power of virtune, has cast oft all
fear bus that of wrong-dding, which no menace or
preil can enthenl, which iscabm in the midst of
tapults, and possesses itself though ull else be
Vat,,
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" SPIRITUAL FREEDOM

Tux sense of Gred is the only wp.ring by which
the erushung weleht of sense, of the world, and
temptation, can he withstood. Without a econs.
ciousness of vur relation t trod, all other relations
will prove adverse to spiribaal e and Gogress. 1
have epoken of the religions sentiv ntas the
mighpiest azent on cart he gt has acco erlishod
more, it has strengtheaslyaen to do o) suffer
more, than all other prineiples. 14 enn santain
the mind against all other poden, O @l e
ples, it is the deephst. the uost ineralioa’be Iy
ita perversion, indeet, it has heen fruitfa) o eom
and woe s bt the very eoergy whieh it nas miven
to the passieir, when they have iiaed with nd
eorrapied it teaches us the ommipotence with
whiel 1o is mbued.

R hgion gives Life, strength, elevation 1o the
mind, by connecting it with the lIntinite Mind .
by tearhing it wo regurd fwall ao the of tatus and
care of the Indnite Father, who ereated it thet he
might covuaanicate to it bis own cpiric anl po-
foctions. whes tramed it dor trudh oid virto, who
framed it for hiweer who snbyeets i to sove tmale,
that by conthict and enslarioce sy geva drong,
« ¥ % k * K ® & & € & v ow N
[ * ® % 4 * & ¥ L St s Tl
gron adone, whirh nowishes patient, ves e hopes
and wiTorts for our own souls.  Withourit, v¢ ean
hardly eseape self contempt, anl the cal oty
our rar Withoat God, vuresstenee has no wip-
port, wae life no gim, our Bnprovements e par-
manence, our best abours no sare and o0 Lusding re-
pults, ouespiritnal wakuerss rower (o s,
and our noblost asy L ataors and desires o pledre
of being realised in a betfer state. Saweshne vir
tue has no fricid 5 suffeetier victne no prouise of
victory.  Take away God, awd itk houe oy aean,
and man poorer than the brate, T ara aceisfomed
to speak of the greatuess uf human nature | but L
is great only throuch s pareatage soreat hovan
doscended from God, because asonnected with o
goodness and power from which it ia to L« oneiched
for ever ; and nof hing but the conscionsress of this
onnaxioy, can give that hopo of elevation, throuna!
which alone the mind is to siso to true strenatl
and Tiberty. .

All tho trutha of reigion conspive in ane
end, - spiribual liberty, Al the objects which it
offers 1o vur thoughts are sublime. kindhine, eaal-
ting. < fundamentai truthis the exmteace of
one (od, one Infinito and Hverlasting Father ;and
it teaghes us to look on the wniverse as pervaded,

uiskened, and vitally joiued into one harmonious
and bineficent whole, by his ever-prosent-and omni-
poteat Jova, By this truth it hroaks thr vower of
matfor and sense, of present pleasure and pam, of
snxioty and fear. It turhs the rmind from the
visibls, the outward and perishable, to the Unscen,
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Spititnal, und Ktyrnal, aud, allying 36 with pure
and great objects, makes'it fice.
W. E. Channing
“ While Thou, O my God, art my Help and De-
fender,
No vares can ¢ferwiiels me, no terrors appal ;
The wiles and the spares of this world wyl but
render
More lively my hope in my God bnd my Al
And whea Thou demandest the Life Thoa hast
yiven ¢
® With joy will T answer Thy meseifud eall;
And quit Thee on carth, but to find Thee jp
heaven, B '
My portion for ever, my God and wy AlL”
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