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ExXh. No.

" Translated by
Defensc lLanguage Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNIT=D STATES OF AVERICA, et al
—VSe~
ARAKIL , Sadao, et al
Sworn Deposition (Trunslation)
Depcnent Yamamote, Kumaiehi
Having first duly sworn an oath as an attached sheet and in accor- .

dance with the procedure followed in our country 1 hereby depose as

follows:

AFFIDAVIT OF KUMAICHI YAMAMOTO

l. I, Kurmaichi Yamamoto, as testified beforc the Court of International
Military Tribunal, Far East, on August 15 (the Defense document, No. 201},
Exhibit No. 2,915), always attended the sessions of the Liaison Conference,
since the formation of the Tojo Cabinet.

2. Finance Vinister “aya was present at most sessions of the Liaison

Conference, though he never played a leading role in the discussions,

as the topics of the Conference mostly centered around the U.S.~-Japanese

negotiations.

~

3 At the Conference, although the members were unanimous in their

stand that utmost effert should be made toward the success of thre U.S. -

Japanese negotiation, cpinions cecrossed on the policy to be taken in case

of the faiture of the negotiation, as the mest difficult preblem before

ther.
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Finance Ministcr Kaya dieected his whole energy toward avoiding
war, repeatedly advancing a thorough study on peaceful means to solve

the difficulties which, arising from the negotiation failure, would

threaten to develop into ma jor causes of war: - the sight still re-

mains in my memory as one of the most impressive sCenes.

4. As one evidence of the above, & the Conference scssion of Nov. 1

1941, when it was diseussed whether we should be resolved to take ams
for self-defense against the UeS., if that country would not acecept either
fomm of concessions we were prcpared to mai2 in the so-called Formulas

A and B, Finance Minister Kaya proposed, a an a ttempt serviceable to
avert war, a study on the possibility and advisability of solving the oil
problem by means of our importing it from the North Saghalien or, going
a step farther, our purchasing up the territory itself. For it was
certain that if the U.S.-Japanese negotiation should fail, we would

be cut from dil supply from either the U.S. or the D.E.I, and to be
redueed- to-such circumstances Would be considered as a fatal blow to

this coyntry which is so poor in t he indigenous production, and threaten
to become one of the major 1inducements toward a war, with the result
that it was one of thg gravest concerns before the Liaison Conferences,
vihether there could be any means to peacefully so¥ve the problem of oil,
Mr. Kaya's earnest proposal as above mentioned, however, could not

obtain approwal as "lacking in practicability. (He also had laid beforc
the Conference his synthetic oil project with the Samec purpose, whieh

plan Bad been rejected on the same ground. )
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5e After all, the opinion of the Ml gh Corrmund at the Confercnece was:
"Japan is confrontcd with

hands of the allied Fovier,
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alone, the VEry existence of oun

COLUTTY Would be the
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the U,S. -Japane se Aego-iation has Yeen ecricluded through December, our
natiocnal defengive Pover on the We sterr facific wily become nuch inferior
to that of the wllicd Powers.

If then v arc attacked by the b.SJ. or forcud to a war for €Xlstence,
The High Commang W1ll no more be ln a position to bc held responsible
Ior the national defengz, 4t is thercfore lmperative for us to make
Up our wming here, at thls noment, that if there is ne prospect of Ssuccess
for the "Ceeotiation betvwecen the tWo countries even at the end of November,
then we %11l make our final r'esolution towarg the U.S,; ang to begin at
once our rrcparation for military operations. Fowever, as it goes withe-
our Sayiné,tftn;tu should continue our best effor t for the Success of
the Negotiation, ¢

*-Du
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the operational
Pr'eéparatioi shoulg B stopped as g matter of coursen.
Finance ¥inister Kayg contendcd. "It is a matter of gravest con-
S€quence that g situaticp might arise vhen the kigh Command says they
cannot assure the raapon&ibility for the nasional defenge. But it shoulg
not bc liahtly done that vwe make cur f'inal re colution tovarg the U

o
oy

SUccess should have been all lost for the

- -
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MLE2Y that vwould pe

SU considgr the Wneomparab]e

about if the Uy, Q. aad Japan sheuld fight, Our countrymen have

Dsen eXpcriencing considerable nardships

—

since the oluilbreak of
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i
the Sino-Japanese hostilities. To be thrown at the mercy of futher

distresses is unbearable. VMoreover there is no assurance of our

victory, in the opinion of the Naval High Command, if the war drag

Oh more than tweo years. So there 18 a danger of our losing Both the

fruits and root , if we lose the war, even if it may be for selfdefense.

The war must be avoided by some mes=ns, as far as possible. I cannot

forthrightly agrece to the 4sr plan. I want to consider the matter

Over more carcfully.®

Foreign Minister Togo also insisted upon the necessgity of careful

reconsideration.
The Aigh Command insisted :

"Unless we start on the preparation for milituary operations at once,

considering an eventuality of our being driven to the worst, it would

be impossible for us to fight, even if we are forced to do so suddenly

>

at - eénd of Novembecr, when all prospect of success might vanish for

t he U. S, =Japanese negotiation. Therefore wve must at once make up our

mind that we i1} make our final resolution in the aforeseid manner.

Othervise,

the High Command cannot assume the responsibility of defending

the nat iono "

Finance Minister Kaya and Forcign Minister Togo reserved their yeS

O no, saying they wanted at lcast ChC morc day's deliberation as it

Was a maittcr of gravest conssguence .

&t that, Chief of the General Staff Sugiyama manifested his dis-

satisfaction:

"It is most regrettable that they hesitate even at this

183
moment. Under such circumstances it impossible on the

I'espcnereility of ..at:

part of the High
o' nu e t-x. G
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Command to take the responsibility of national defenSe. But both

Mr. Kaya and VP, Toge did not Vithdraw their rescrvation.

6. I do net remember whether Finance Minister Kaya was present at

the Liaison Conference meeting held in December, 1941, pr tor

to the
outbreak of the U.S.- ¥apanese Wer.

On this 8 day of A, 1947, at Tokyo

I, TiNWLi Kodo hereby certify that the above statement was svorn

by the Deponet, viho affixed his signature and seal thereto in the

presence of this witness.

On the same date, at the same place,
Witness /S/ TANAKS , Kodo (scal)

CATH

in aceordance with my conscience I swear to tell the vhole truth

Withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/  YAVAVOTO, Kumaichi (seal)
A LiY, Aumalchl




