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U.S. STRATEGIC BOIBING SURVEY
(P;iCIFIC)

C/0 POSTLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

IVNMTERROG..TION NO. (USSBES 139) PLACE: TOKYO
| NiVe.e NO. 34 DATE: 21 October 1945,

Division of Origin: Necvel Analysis Division.

Subjects GILBERTS - LARMSHALLS Operation. Naval Strategic
Plenning.

Personnel interrogoted and background of each:

Corrander NAKAJINYA, Chike Taka, has served 19 years
with the I.J.F.

There interviewed: I[EIJI Building, Roon: 749,

Interrogator: Captain Steadman (n) TELLER, U.S.N,
Interpreter: Licut. Corar,. Seyrour (n) IILLSTEIN, USNR.,

Llled Officers Present: Captain C. (n) SHANDS, U.S.N,

SULL/RY

Counrander NAKIJIIU. gives the JAP.NESE estimate of
UNMITEL STATES intentions and capabilities at various stages of
the Central Pacific Campaign and describes the JALPANESE plans
for countering these'anticipated noves. iLlthough not responsible
for decisicns in planning, he sunnerizes discussions ariong the
Staff Planners of the Corbined Fleet and explains certain cheng-
es in JiLPANESE Plans during the canpaign.

The costly S0L0O..ONS5 Campaign reduced and abscrbec
JLPLNESE Naval and Alir Strength to the point that almost con-
plete reliance was placed on the island garrisons of the [LiR-
SHALALLS - GILEERTS to irake our westward advance slow and costly.
Our lancding on K'/. JALEIN wes unexpected cnd our assault on the
IIARTILANAS carie before JAPANESE Lir Strength in those islands had
reached the plenncé level. OCur swift riovenent into the PHIL-
IPINES fecllowing the P.LL.LU and [IOROT..I Operations again ex-
capabilities of their local ground and air forces,

Notes on Fattle of IJIDW.Y 4 - 6 June 1942 and Battle
of SALNTA CRUZ 26 October 1942,
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IRLNOCRIFT _of Interrogation (Connancer NiLKAJI..L, Chika Taka).
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TRENSCRIPT

Qo What were the plans for the Flezt in defending the 1.ARSHAL-
LS Islands? |
L. Until /pril 1943, the overazll plan for the Japanese Navy

wes to nrake every effort to hold NEW BRIT..IN, R/EAUL and probably
the IMARSHLLLS. After April 1943, losses in aireraft and surfeoce
craft became so severe thet a study was made of pushing back this
cdefensive line to approxinctely the tip #f Northwest NEW GUINZL,
TRUK and the IARILNAS end lctting the other loosely held Japanese
cccupied islands go at o great cost to cnemy and consuming as
much tirme as possible. Ey July 1943 this plan wos actually put
into effcect which possibly explains reasons for half-hcorted ote
tompts to defend the GILEERTS and 1:ARSHALIS. There was 2 lot

of ciscussion at the time as to exactly how to handle the situ-
atione. The probtlem was compliceted by lack of air strength and
the fact the SOLOIONS Campaign was occupying a good deel of our
flect strength. /4 decision was nade in October, 1943 to corrit
strength as far possitle to SOL0.ONS from RALELUL.. However, tcon-
tative plans for flecet moverents in conncetion with sending niore
troops to the GILBERTS Area were made =t the beginning of Nov=-
craibers Three of four cruisers and destroyers of the 2nd Fleet
left TRUK about 24 November to rendezvous with the 4th Flest in
the KWAJALEIN frea. This novenent had been cclayed duc to prc-
vious acticn participated in by the 2nd Flect at RAFAUL. By the
time the flecet had cssembled in KW .JALEIN, the GILBERT Islanc
cmflaign was alre-~cy lost. At the ¢nd of Nevenber or beginning
of December, a snall unit composed rainly of two light cruisers
believed to be N.Ki enc ISUFU, and 2 or 3 - destroyers under come
nand of the 4th Flect left KWAJLLEIN with the intention of land-
ing aktout one tattalion of troops on TARALVIL; but by that tinme

the situation in the GILEERTS had so ceterior-ted thot thesec tro-
Ops were discharged at I.AJURO. This operction actually was 2 nore .
nal reinforcementptan which went wrong duc to ceclay. The: 2nd
Flcet was in the KW.JALEIN Arca at the -endé of Noverber or carly
Decertker to ossist the small force of the 4th Flect to lond troops
on T:R:VA if the situation hod permitted. Both 2nd and 4th Fle-
c¢ts then returned from KVAJALEIN iArea to TRUK., Therc were no
bottleships in these forees. The reason for retirerent was that

the reduction in airplance 2nd surfnce strength did not warrant
further irrcediate offensive rsetion,

Qe What was thce Japecnese estimatc of the UNITED STATES pre-
able intentions ofter we hed taken the GILEERT Islands?
hoe Opinion in thc Japancse Navy had it that you were advance

ing cxactly in the track of thc Japancse occupation scherne a2t the
beginning of the warj; in which casec you would abtain control of
the Western P.CIFIC to insure your supply lincs to AUSTRALIA and
then procced to take the I/RSHALL, SOLO..ON, NEW BRETASIN, NEW
GUINEL and PEILIPPINE Islrnds. e realized thot you would not
attempt to take very strong points such as R/EAUL and TRUK.
There was divided opinion as to whether yvou woulé land at JALUIT
or LJILLE., ©Somc thought you would land on WOTJE but there werc
Iew who thought you would go right to the heart of the I/RSLILL
and teke KW.iJ..LEINM. Therc werc so Lany possible points of in-
vasion in the 1.4RSHALL that we could not consicer any one o
strong point and consequently dispersed our strength,

Q. Whydld you not put nore air strength in the [.ARSEALLS knov-
Ing that we would probsbly land there?
Ly To 2 certoin extent we did inecrense the aircreft by senc-

ing in the 24th Air Flotilla, but other cormittments such as RiB- |
sUL and the SOLOLONS were attrition of ~ir strength wes very sevs—
¢re nade it inpcossible to send rzsl =2ir rcinforecement to
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TRANGCRIPT OF INTERRQG.TION G _(gomrancer NAK.JIMA, Chika Taka) ¥
the MARSHALLS., Furtherimorec the dccision had been made that we iy
would make o suprcme effort to hold the strong defensive line %;;.
through the EALRIANAS, PALAU ané VEW GUINZA including TRUK, for g
the defense of which we were training and forming new eir unitsyg, -
in JAPAN. We were reluctant to use up this fresh air strengti” .

for the defense of obviously lost territory. ~%;r;_
x Suli
Q. Did you expect us to land at TRUK? | g S

i Thic opinion was pretty evenly dividedg some staff people i
thought you would land on TRUK, not in force, but to neutralize §§ "
it. Other opinion was that you would circle TRUK and land on sk
PULUWAT where there is a good air strip. 7%
Q. Why did you not have effective search planes to warn you -f‘
our carrier strike on TRUK, 17 February 19447% -
Lio Duc to the shortare of available aircraft there was sinply
insufficiert scouting activity csrried on.

A When did the Combined and Seconé Fleets abancon TRUK as

a base anC why?

by The Combined Fleet left TRUK on 3 February andéd we thouglt
we had better leave. The YALATO and thc NAGATO plus elements of
the 2nd Flcet procceeded to PALAU on 4 or 5th February. On

the 10th of Februsry the group known as the Contkinecd Fleet pro-
cecded to JLFAN, It consisted of the MUSASHI (sdriral KOGA'S
Flagship), one light cruiser, &nc Two Or three destroyers.,

The recson for the YAMATO, MNAGATO and other units procecding

to PALAU was because of the danrerof alr atteck at TRUK. The
CinC Combired Flcet rcturnced to JAMAN with MUSASHL anic unlits
directly uncer his cormand for the purposc of éiscussing ce-
fensive tactics with G-nerel FLcadauarters., Ey that Tine the plans
for strongéefense of the so-cellec Secondary Defense Line werc
sade. Adriral KOG, took his unit back for the purpose of dis-
cussing zctual tacticsl move: towards implerenting this cde-
fense »lan 2n¢ to arrange for proner convoying and for trans-
port of troors to this arer, as well as to obtaln on increase

of slip an¢ rirplene construction.

e et flect iovenents occurred ‘etween TRUK and the RIS-
1.AKS durins Noveibher?

Ao On 3 Novertcr, 1943 the 2nd Flcet, consisting of the 4th,
Gthy ang 7th scuscrons ané 2n¢ SUISEN, went cown to ascsist

in the FOUGAINVILLY Operations anc¢ staced at RALELUL. A pert
of thie force receivecd severe deness at RIE.UL Harbor on 4 or
5 Novenmber from Crrrvier Tesk Force.

(o Whot was the staff estimate of the UNITED STATES sbility to
conduct successive amphibious oper=stions?

Lo . coulén't estirncte when you woulc be —eady for oncrations
after the IARSHLLIS because we ¢idn't know where you were going.
W2 thought you would be reecy to lan¢ in the MARSHALLS by Jen-
uvary .1944,

Qe Eow many sukmerines were occupiec in Cefending the GILBEITSY
TR About six sub: arines. -

Qe "hy were not subrerines useC rorc to Oppose our agdvance
through the PLCIFICY

£e The main rerson was the lack of submarines., lL.any were used
in the ¢OLOMONS Opecration. It was also very irportant for them
to supply even isolsted and ineffective bases beczuse the Arny,
which was also = pertner in the plarning would have refusec to
sené o6citionzl strength to the South PACIFIC if the Navy had
1cft rien to starve., The excct use of subiiarines was the roint

1323




of much discussion at hescquarters, but wec wevre forced to let
therm be used for supply, actuslly, beceusc of thc shortage of
warships end supnly ships of all types. While opirion anc acd.-
vice vorc handed dovn frecly frorm General Hcadouarters the deci-
sion as ts usc of sultmerines were moée by Combined Fleet Head-
guartars. Lnother point was that this use of submarines as
supply weap:.rns fitted in with sur overall strategic planning

for Tighting delaying actions un all islancs.,

Q. “hat rein fleet bese was substituted fa TRUK after 5
Febhruary 19447%

Lie The next base to be used as such was PALAU., Even at thetd
time the high coumand rcelized they would have to use bases even
closer to JAPLN than PALAU in the neer future. They rcealized
that PLLAU was not coipletely suitable as a2 mein flect anchor-
age for physical reesons, duc to its shallowness, cnd that

they would socn be forced to move to either TIWI TAWI op to
GUINLRAS STR.LIT in the PHILIPPINES on account of lack of tank-
ers -nc¢ shipping. ;

2 o ¥het shipping losses did you sustain in the corrier oir
strike on TRUX, 17 Fetkruary 1944F%

e Therc were quite o few corgo and tronsport vessels sunk
and onc NiXKL Clomss cruiscr, the KASEII.. (= convereted light
cruiser) .

Q. Whet decisions were mrcde at General Hcacdquarters upon are-
rival of japirsl KOGA in FebruaryY

Fio The cecision wes Lace to firrly defend, construct forti-
fic~tions ond builé up personnel an¢ rotc-ial strength in the
outlving bascs which would foric our sccondrry line of ccfenses
newely:  the [ADIANLS, Western C/RPOLINES, FHILIPPINES and North-
west VBN (AAFE., with spceisl emphasis on the 1LRTLANAS cnd
Western CAROLINES, Ir the ARIAFAS ond Western CAROLINES. -
bascs wer: to be constructed ond 21l orcporetions were to have
been complceted by Lpril. ictuelly they werc reascCy in May.

Q e Fow wes it planned. to use the Flcet in assisting the cefen-
ge of thls Line%

fie Inplerenting this plan of defense, the Fleest would be used
rmeinly for convoy ené transrort work. Ve ossured that fleect
support would not be nbsolutcly nccessary if we were ablc TO
build up strons cnough bases ondé =t the same tine carry out

the aircraft building progreon thet was being put into cffect.

Qe vhy then dic¢ your Flczt coric out ené fight in the first
Eettle of the FHILIPPIVES, Jure 19445

Lo The Floet gortied =t the tire of the Filrst PHILIFPLN)
Eottles beecausc you hsd approeched and pcntrrsted whet we. hac
éeeided was our lost stend line, anc we werc forcec to cormit
our silpsS.

Qe The Jarancse Fle-t lost quite a2 few tankers at TRUK zna
soric rore at PLLAU., Did the loss of those tankers cffect
fleet movenents?

Lo The Jepenese Flecet had scrious difficulty, not only be-
ceuse of the oilcrs anc freightcors lost at TRUK and PALAU but
bceause even tefore thosc losses there wes o shortage of tank-

CrS e

£ What was thce estincte of AMERIC.V intentions znd capab-

{litics about 1 October 1944 after oeur occupetion of F.LLU

anC 1 OROTALLY |

i F-or: the swi er of 1944 generzl opinion =as thest you would

lané¢ sonewhere ir vieinity of LINDAN.O, S..iLR or LEYTE in the

PLILIPPINES, Lt the tirc of your lancings on P.LL.U and IOROT.LI,
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INTE2ROGLTION OF. (Corrgnder FAKAJILE, Chika Taka).
Staff opinion " 2sthat it would teke you a month to lgfic 11 the
PHILIPFINS: but with the developments on both these islands

we thought that your sttack would not take place bvefore Noven-
ter 1944, Lbout 1 October we sighted large corncentrotions of
shipping in I.02QTAI and PALAU anc realized that sorie new action
wre irrninet. FEut vost of us feltthet it was too early for a
1anding ir the PLIIIPFINES end that possibly you were coing to
VAT or TALLUD Islends. The thing that bothered us was thet pre-
paretions appeared too big for landings on the two atove rention-
o ielends and too snoll for the PHILIPFINES. We couldn't make
un our rinds as to your most probable objective. We deciced

t. ot in the event of a londing in the central or southern part

of the PRILIPFINIS, we would be able to take cere of it with
part of our SINGAPO?.-bessed fleet assisting our strong forces

in the PHILIFPINAS. We haé a Fle-t in JAPAN which was going to
take crre of any Task Force which might sortie toward the northe,

0 o Lid you think there was ony chance of our landing at FOTLIOS.A
oY pointe norLay i

A Absolutely no chance. We felt that our forces in PHILIP-
FIN3S ~nd FOIDSE would adequrtely defend against such a move.,

(Captein SHLNL'S Intérrogetion)

(2 o In order to confirn previous information give a description
of your cctivities at the Esttle of LIDwWAY, 4 - 6 June 1942,
Fe I wes Co:rnunication Officer on the ATAGO which wras &

Adr:irel KONMDO'S Flogship 1R the force escorting @ number of
tronsnorts, which were carrying troops to capture SIDWAY

We zpproscheé :ID LY from the west-southwest anc¢ were =2 11ThlE
shend of schedule, so counterisrched for several hours walting
to get on ¢ schecfule that would concice with that of the First
rir Fl-ct vhich was to attock fror the northwest, After return-
ing to the brse course te L1DYAY, during the afternoon of 3 June,
speec ocbout 1C knots, we werc attrcked by high-altituce long-
range borbers. Th-t wvas the day befor:s the carriers were sunk.,
It w-s only e few »lcnes. Mo hits. About nmidnignt that swme
night, we werz attacked by several seaplones. One transrort
hit but not surk. DNo more sttocks were riorde on the Transport
Force. We ¢icd not sce any cive-borii ars.

The transports onc¢ some (estroyers werc orcereC to retire
the next night, but the cruisers continuec towercs LILVAY until
we - .ere ottscked bv.o submarine. “hen the subizerine was sight-
ed we were ordereC to zig-zrg, but the L.IKULA ~n¢ 10GAnl col-
1ided so we were orcercé to retire. I think that much canege
was c¢one to the bow of the IV LAL. It wee loter sunk. The

[I0GLIIwas Ganered ot the saite Tine.

Qe Give z cCescription of the éamnge that yau receivec ot the
Fottle of SAFVTA (9UZ., 26 Octoler 1G42%

A 1 was on the Si.0KAKU. The ZUIK:KU and the zUILO were also
there. The JUYY0 wes in the oree sore plece. The HIYO was 1n
TRUK with cnzine trouble. The SHOKAKU received six bomb

hits. The ZUIKiKO @1¢ not reccive eny. The ZTIEO reccivec
one or two., I ¢o rnot know rctout the JUIY’. I think thet

the CEIKULA received azbout four hits. I cdon't think that

the TONE was hit. The night before the battle started, onc
plone attacked the ZUIEO about midnight, but did no camage.
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TRANSCRIPT

The night after the battle the alrcraft carriers looked

for the American ships but werc unable to fing then. However,
soiie destroyers found the HORNET and saw sorie Arierican

destroyers shelling and sending torpedoes into her. One of

our battleships, I think the KONGO, was in the area but not
clcese enough to fire.
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