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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WATKINS, John M., Jr .  CP T  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 6  January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: P e n t a g o n  

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: N o n e  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1 9 6 8 :  S i g n a l  O f f i c e r ,  
T a s k  Force B a r k e r .  

1. COLONEL HENDERSON'S I N I T I A L  BRIEFING AS COMMANDER. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  recalled C o l o n e l  HENDERSON b r i e f i n g  t h e  
T a s k  F o r c e  B a r k e r  s t a f f  a f t e r  a s s u m i n g  t h e  d u t i e s  as 
c o m m a n d i n g  o f f ice r  of t h e  11th B r i g a d e  ( p g s .  2 ,  3 ) .  H e  
vaguely recalled hear ing a c o m m e n t  about  t h e  f a i l u r e  
t o  c a p t u r e  w e a p o n s  ( p g  . 3 )  . 
2 .  RECALL OF THE 1 6  MARCH OPERATION. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  appeared t o  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  operat ion,  
b u t  could recal l  no radio t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  unusual ( p g .  6 )  . or  a n y t h i n g  

3. KNOWLEDGE OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

T h e  w i t n e s s  stated t h a t  he had h e a r d  nothing about  any 
unnecessary k i l l i n g s  an 
a l l ega t ion  . o r  an inves t iga t ion  of such 

( p g  . 7 )  E v e n  though he bunked w i t h  M a j o r  
CALHOUN and C a p t a i n  KOTOUC and w o r k e d  c losely w i t h  
L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  BARKER, h e  heard naught ( p g s .  9 ,  1 4 ) .  

(WATKINS ) SUM APP T - 2 3 5  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1055 hours ,  26 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCD R : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t ;  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, and M A J  COOP. 

The next  witness  i s  Captain John M. WATKINS, Jr. 

(CPT WATKINS was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  branch of 
s e r v i c e ,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. John M. WATKINS, Jr. , Captain,  
S igna l  Corps. 

Q What is your s t a t i o n  and organiza t ion?  
', ,, , 

Organizat ion i s  For t  Monmouth, New Je r sey .A. 

MR WEST: Captain WATKINS, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  have you read  
Exh ib i t  M-57 fu rn i shed  t o  you by t h e  r ecorde r ,  which contains  
information about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. Yes, I have. 

) Q. Do you have any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A. No ques t ions  . 
Q. Have you received an o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Calley o r  United 
S t a t e s  v. Mi tchel l?  

A. No, I have no t .  

8 What was your duty assignment on 16 March 1968? 
Where w e r e  you loca ted?  

A .  ' I t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  say where I was lo-
c a t e d ,  s i r ,  bu t  I t h i n k  I was s t i l l  t h e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r  f o r  

1 
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Task Force Barker a t  t h a t  t ime. I ' v e  been t r y i n g  t o  go over 
it i n  my mind t o  determine e x a c t l y  where I was on t h a t  q a t e ,  
and a s  of y e t  I c a n ' t  come up w i t h  it. 

a. W e l l ,  w e ' l l  s e e  i f  w e  can r e f r e s h  your memory and 
then  ask you a few ques t ions .  

MR WEST: COL FRANKLIN, would you l ead  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  p lease?  

COL FRANKLIN: When d i d  you j o i n  Task Force Barker ,  Captain 
WATKINS? 

A.  When it was f i r s t  organized,  sir. I t h i n k  it was 
probably around 1 January,  t h e  f i r s t  week i n  January.  

Q. Where d i d  you spend most of your t ime a t  LZ Dot-
t i e ?  

A. A t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Well, j u s t  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
pinkvi l le--are  you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  term P i n k v i l l e ?  

Right,  sir. 

Q. Task Force Barker ran two major opera t ions  down 
t h e r e  i n  February,  one on 13  February and one on 2 3  February. 
On both of these  opera t ions  you had a body count of over  70. 
Your A and B Companies p r imar i ly  took c a s u a l t i e s .  This  was 
i n  February. On 15 March Colonel HENDERSON assumed command 
of your br igade .  Do you r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON on t h i s  day 
coming up t o  LZ D o t t i e  and s o r t  of t a l k i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  I t h i n k  w e  
s e t  up a s m a l l  b r i e f i n g  t e n t  purposely f o r  him t o  come up and 
b r i e f  t h e  s t a f f .  A s  I r e c a l l  from t h i s  conversa t ion ,  it was 
more o r  l e s s  a peptalk.  

Q Okay, why d o n ' t  you j u s t  t e l l  us about what he 
said and what the  conversa t ion  was about? 

A .  I th ink  the  g i s t  of t h e  conversa t ion  was p r a i s i n g  
General  LIPSCOMB who had j u s t  l e f t  t he  br igade  and hoping 
that he would g e t  t h e  support  of  t h e  u n i t s  t h e  same a s  General 

(WAT KINS1 
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LIPSCOMB had g o t t e n .  Now, I d o n ' t  remember him o u t l i n i n g  any 
opera t ion ,  any s p e c i f i c  opera t ions ,  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q -
Okay. Did he give any l i t t l e  combat t i p s  o r  do 

you r e c a l l ?  For example, you weren ' t  g e t t i n g  too  many wea-
pons because o f  a c e r t a i n  reason. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. That does sound f a m i l i a r  now. I d o n ' t  remember 
what t h e  t i p s  were, b u t  t h e  s ta tement  does come t o  me t h a t  we 
were g e t t i n g  body counts b u t  no weapons. 

Q o  And how about being more aggress ive ,  and pushing
forward more r a p i d l y ,  and c los ing  with t h e  enemy? Do you re-
member Colonel HENDERSON g iv ing  a l i t t l e  t a l k  i n  t h i s  vein? 

A. No s i r ,  maybe s o ,  b u t  I--

& 9 ( In terpos ing)  You j u s t  remember what you remember 
now. We d o n ' t  want t o  pu t  words i n  l7our mouth. This i s  very 

- important now? 

A. Right. 
> 

Q J u s t  what you can r e c a l l .  Okay. The day t h a t  
Colonel HENDERSON came was 1 5  Iviarch, and t h i s  was t h e  day 
t h a t  Colonel BARKER would have had o r  d i d  have a l o t  of h i s  
key people i n  involved i n  g iv ing  t h e  o rde r s  f o r  the  fol lowing 
day ' s  operation. The P i n k v i l l e  o r  t h e  !4y Lai opera t ion  took 
p lace  a l l  du r ing  t h e  next  day, t h e  15th, which was t h e  day 
Colonel HENDERSON was t h e r e .  Commanders were coming i n ,  they 
were g e t t i n g  b r i e f e d ,  CALHOUN was t a l k i n g  t o  them, KOTOUC was 
t a l k i n g  t o  them, Colonel BARKER was t a l k i n g  t o  them, and on 
t h a t  day Colonel BARKER took a chopper and took a l o t  of t h e s e  
commanders on a reconnaissance.  Captain CFJIPBELL was down 
from Uptight.  Major WATKE of t h e  aero-scout company was t h e r e  
t h a t  d.ay. Obviously t h e r e  would be c e r t a i n  s i g n a l  th ings  t h a t  
would be of i n t e r e s t .  Can you r e c a l l  anything about t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  what had happened was w e  had gone over: 
s i g n a l  ma t t e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  b r i e f i n g  o f  t h e  commanders 
which was p r e t t y  much stalkdard procedure.  Unless somebody 
l o s t  t h e i r  frequency t h e r e  wouldn' t be a change. O f  course ,  
everybody had t h e i r  f requencies .  I t  was a mat t e r  of making 
s u r e  t h a t  commanders knew who they could go t o  i n  case they  
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wanted t o  t a l k .  A s  a r e s u l t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  and I ' m  n o t  posi-  
t i v e ,  t h a t  I s a t  i n  on t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  he gave t h e  command- 
ers. A s  a  m a t t e r  of f a c t  I th ink  what happened is t h a t  he 
had a s h e l t e r  from a two and one-half ton  t ruck  which was 
backed nea r  the  TOC and I b e l i e v e  t h e  commanders might have 
come i n  one by one and were b r i e f e d  i n  t h a t  atmosphere. 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he b r i e f e d  them a l l  a t  one p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. 
Of course,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q= W e l l ,  t h i s  was going t o  be t h e  b i g g e s t  ope ra t ion  
f o r  Task Force Barker up t o  t h i s  po in t .  Does t h a t  s o r t  of 
s t i c k  i n  your mind, t h e  per iod time we're  talking--. 
A. ( In terpos ing)  Y e s ,  s i r ,  it does. 

a .  But you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER'S b r i e f i n g  o r  
any d iscuss ion?  

A. N o ,  sir.  S i r ,  one o t h e r  ques t ion ,  do you know 
where t h i s  opera t ion  was conducted, o u t  of LZ D o t t i e  o r  d i d  
an advance headquarters  move south  of Dottie--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  There was no displacement of t h e  CP. 
Char l i e  Company was t h e r e  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  A Company was l i f t e d  
from the  f i e l d ,  B Company was l i f t e d  from LZ Uptight.  Okay, 
before  we go i n t o  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  would you t e l l  us what 
communications you had i n  your TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I th ink  t h a t  w e  had two n e t s  opera t ing  
back t o  br igade  headquar ters ,  one n e t  t h a t  was opera t ing  i n  
a l l  three companies, Alpha, Bravo, and Char l i e ,  and I th ink  
we had one n e t  t h a t  was switched around. I n  o t h e r  words i f  
you wanted t o  g e t  hold  of t h e  F A C ' s  t h a t  were f l y i n g  around 
you g o t  a frequency you can j u s t  switch over t o ,  and t h e  rest 
of t h e  r ad ios  would remain on frequency. So, i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  
we had two, t h r e e ,  four  r ad ios  going down-- 

( In terpos ing)  What k ind  of  r ad ios?  

A .  A l l  FM's, s i r ,  a l l  FM's. 

Q. A l l  FM1s and what models? 
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Q Which i s  what,  t h e  19 Is? 

A. The 19 s e r i e s .  They were o f f l o a d e d  from t h e  vehi-
c les  and bench mounted i n  t h e  TOC. 

Q- Okay, d i d  you keep a r a d i o  h a b i t u a l l y  on an a i r /  
ground push du r ing  an ope ra t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e l l  t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  r a d i o  I was 
t e l l i n g  you about  which was swi tched  back and f o r t h  d i d n ' t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  s t a y  on an a i r /g round  f requency.  

Q. You had two n e t s  t o  b r igade .  Was t h a t  one s e c u r e  
and one t h e  FM command? 

-
A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q- Okay. On t h e  morning of t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e r e  would 
have been an awful  l o t  of choppers and a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning on t h e  LZ. There were n i n e  l i f t  s h i p s  and 
aero-scouts  from Company B. You had gunships.  The Sharks  
were accompanying t h e  l i f t  s h i p s .  J u s t  t o  g i v e  you some i d e a  
of what you might  have hea rd  i n  t h i s  TOC--and w e  hope you w e r e  
i n  t h e  TOC a r e a  on t h i s  morning--the c a l l  s i g n s  were Dolphins 
f o r  l i f t  s h i p s ,  Shark f o r  gunships ,  Warlord f o r  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s ,  Rawhide w a s  b r i g a d e ,  Rawhide 6 was Colonel  HENDERSON, 
Rawhide 3 w a s  Major MCKNIGHT.  Your c a l l  s i g n  w a s  Coyote 65  
and then  i n  your  TOC, C h a r l i e  6 and Bravo 6 I b e l i e v e  w e r e  
your C and B Company's c a l l  s i g n s .  C Company w a s  l i f t e d  from 
LZ D o t t i e ,  and very e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning w e  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
some c o n s i d e r a b l e  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  Now, can you r e c a l l  
where you were and anyth ing  t h a t  you hea rd  and what happened 
on t h i s  day? This  was t h e  day t h a t  Task Force Barker  g o t  t h e  
h i g h e s t  body count  it had eve r  g o t t e n .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y ,  s i r .  But I b e l i e v e  probably on 
around t h e  l a s t  l i f t  t h a t  l e f t  D o t t i e  g o i n g - o u t - - t h a t  i s ,  
C h a r l i e  Company's l i f t  going o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d - - I  t h i n k  t h a t  
maybe somebody had some r a d i o  problems o u t  a t  LZ Up t igh t ,  and 
I was p icked  up i n  one of t h e  choppers and dropped o f f  o u t  
t h e r e  t o  check t h e  r a d i o .  I ' m  n o t  a t  a l l  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k  t h i s  is  what happened. Then of  course  l a t e r  on we were 
p i c k i n g  up Bravo Company I b e l i e v e  from Upt igh t .  W e  were pick-
i n g  up somebody from Upt igh t .  But now a s  f a r  a s  remembering . 
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any s p e c i f i c  r a d i o  conversa t ion ,  I do no t  and I" s u r e  I was 
i n  and o u t  of t h e  TOC t h a t  morning. 

Q. W e l l ,  do you remember anything unusual a t  a l l ?  

No, sir. I do no t .  

& W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  t o p i c  about people
streaming ou t  of a hamlet and a l o t  of  t o p i c s  about t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  ground t roops  t o  move over  and check bodies  t h a t  had web 
gea r  on them and pick up weapons. About 0840 i n  t h e  morning 
t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  of 69--well, 84 a c t u a l l y ,  84 VC k i l l e d  by 
Char l i e  Company. Do you remember hear ing  t h a t ?  

A. I remember hear ing  body counts ,  s i r ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  a t  a l l  what t h e  numbers were. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  anything a t  a l l  dur ing  t h e  
day on t h e  r a d i o  about "Lots o f  bod ies , "  o r  "Stop t h e  k i l -
l i n g s ,  " o r  "Stop t h i s ,  l' o r  anything of  t h i s  na tu re?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything about this opera t ion  a t  
t h e  end o f  t h e  day on 1 6  March, any f e e l i n g s  you had on t h e  
information? 

-L 

A.  I th ink  I go t  two opera t ions  r e a l l y  confused. 
That ' s  why I asked you i f  i t  was conducted from D o t t i e  o r  
south of Dot t i e .  There were some people t h a t  were wounded. 
I guess it was A Company commander who was wounded. 

Q Not t h a t  opera t ion .  That was Captain TRINKLE. 
That was t h e  2 3  February opera t ion .  

A. No, sir .  I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  I remember t h i s  body 
count  being one of t h e  l a r g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  t a sk  f o r c e  had had. 
I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken t h e r e  was a te legram t h a t  might have come 
up from Saigon congra tu la t ing  the t a s k  fo rce .  This I do re-
member. 

Q Okay. That was a message t r ansmi t t ed  by General 
WESTl.IORELAND through General KOSTER t o  the  t a s k  fo rce .  

A. Right. 
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Q. What w e r e  t h e  condi t ions  under which you heard 

about t h i s  message? 


A. A s  a mat t e r  of f a c t ,  I th ink  I g o t  it out  of The-
S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  a couple days l a t e r .  

Q. You weren ' t  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  by Colonel BARKER, o r  
maybe Colonel HENDERSON, o r  somebody? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. You e v e r  r e c a l l  anytime hea r ing  anything,  any 
rumor, any r e p o r t ,  any knowledge, o r  anybody t a l k i n g  about 
unnecessary k i l l i n g s  o r  h u r t i n g  of noncombatants, c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir ,  I can t r u t h f u l l y  say  t h a t .  The very 
t ime t h a t  I was aware of  anything having been a l l eged  t o  have 
happened such as t h i s  was when I picked up t h e  paper.  Maybe 
I was denied t h e  f a c t s ,  b u t  I knew abso lu te ly  nothing of t h i s  
n a t u r e  was a l l e g e d  t o  have occurred. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  a t  a l l  about an inves t -  
i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I d i d  no t .  

Q. You mentioned you th ink  you went t o  Uptight and 
t h a t  somebody had r a d i o  t r o u b l e .  .Who would t h a t  be? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  who. It might have been t h e  a r t i l -  
l e r y ,  because t h e r e  was an a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  t h e r e .  I t  might 
have been t h e  a r t i l l e r y  people. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  
commander's name. For some reason,  I had t o  go from Dot t i e  
up t o  Uptight.  I t h i n k  i t , w a s  because of  communications pro-
blems. 

Q. The body count f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  was 128 VC 
k i l l e d ,  3 weapons captured.  Does t h a t  r i n g  'any k ind  of  b e l l s ?  

A. Doesn ' t .  r i n g  any b e l l s .  No, sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  any comments about t h a t ,  t h a t  
low weapons r a t i o  t o  bodies? Did anybody t a l k  about t h a t ?  
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A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  It appears a s  i f  some of  t h e  peo- 
p l e  t h a t  were being b r i e f e d  i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  opexa- 
t i o n  had been conducted mentioned why we had such a h igh  body 
count and no weapons. I b e l i e v e  t h e  exp lana t ion  was t h a t  

. 	t h e s e  people were very  p a r t i c u l a r  about p o l i c i n g  up t h e i r  w e a -
pons a f t e r  b a t t l e .  Of course I was n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  what 
went on o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  s o  I d i d n ' t  ques t ion  it. I d i d n ' t  
have any reason t o  ques t ion  it. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  a t  any time around b r igade  head- 
q u a r t e r s  o r  any o t h e r  o u t f i t  t a l k i n g  about Task Force Barker 

k i l l i n g  women and ch i ld ren?  


A. No, s i r .  I can t r u t h f u l l y  say  I d i d  no t .  

Q. What was Colonel BARKER'S views about unnecessary 
h u r t i n g  noncombatants? Did you e v e r  h e a r  him express  h i s  

views? 


A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I d i d  work very c l o s e l y  w i t h  Colonel 

BARKER, and I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  he would condone it. I d o n ' t  

t h ink  he  was t h e  type  of i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  would condone it. 

Although I never heard him express  openly t h a t  "I d i s a g r e e  

wi th  k i l l i n g , "  t o  my knowledge t h e r e  was none. There was no 

need f o r  any. J u s t  knowing how he opera ted ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  

would have gone along wi th  it a t  a l l .  


Q. How d i d  he opera te?  

A. A very e f f i c i e n t  command, very much s o .  Very much 
l i k e d ,  I t h i n k ,  by everybody i n  t h e  br igade r e a l l y .  The type  of 
guy t h a t  I enjoyed having as  a commander, I 'm s u r e .  

Q. Did he spend a l o t  of t ime w i t h  t h e  r i f l e  com-

panies i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  


A. Real ly ,  he f lew o u t  q u i t e  a b i t  and would maybe 

s i t  down i n  t h e  TOC and go over  t h e  b a t t l e  p lans  wi th  t h e  peo- 

p l e ,  n o t  r e a l l y  go o u t  and opera te  w i t h . t h e  people.  He flew 

around q u i t e  a b i t .  


Q. You had t h r e e  very s t r o n g  company commanders : 

MEDINA, MICHLES and TRINKLE. 
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A. Suppose t o  have been t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  br igade ,  
Right sir .  

a- Did Colonel BARKER have any problems c o n t r o l l i n g  
these  t h r e e  s t r o n g  commanders? 

A. Absolutely none, sir .  A s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  I ' v e  
heard him express  time and t ime again  t h a t  he was very fo r tu -  
n a t e  t o  have had t h e  t h r e e  b e s t  company commanders i n  t h e  b r i -  
gade. He was very proud of them. A s  f a r  as  I knew they were 
t h e  b e s t  company commanders i n  t h e  br igade .  

Q* Colonel BARKER never expressed around you any con-
cern  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l l e g a t i o n ?  

A .  I even bunked i n  the bunker wi th  Major CALHOUN 
who was t h e  XO, and we conversed q u i t e  a  b i t .  I t h i n k  Captain 
KOTOUC was i n  t h e  same bunker, and we conversed q u i t e  a  b i t .  
But never a t  any time I can t r u t h f u l l y  say d i d  w e  e v e r  d i scuss  
o r  d i d  he e v e r  i n d i c a t e  t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on concerning t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  I t  was t o t a l l y  
new t o  me. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  Captain KOTOUC say anything 
about what he used t h a t  bowie k n i f e  o f  h i s  f o r ?  

A. ' Bowie kn i fe?  

Q. Yes, he  used t o  c a r r y  a bowie k n i f e ,  r i g h t ?  Cap-
t a i n  KOTOUC? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q. You d o n ' t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you e v e r  hea r  Captain KOTOUC t a l k  about per- 
s o n a l l y  us ing  phys ica l  v io lence  on a VC o r  VC suspec t?  

A. No, sir ,  I d id  no t .  No, sir. 

Q. Would you say Major CALHOUN was f a i r l y  knowledge- 
a b l e  of what was going on i n  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  
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A. I ' d  say s o .  Yes, sir. He was i n  con tac t  wi th  t h e  
company commanders almost every day and of course I th ink  wrote  I 

up the  OPLAN, i f  t h e r e  were a w r i t t e n  OPLAN. Of course I 
never g o t  a w r i t t e n  OPLAN. I th ink  he a t  l e a s t  conversed wi th  
Colonel BARKER whenever t h e r e  was going t o  be an opera t ion .  
I th ink  t h a t  he was i n  on t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  So I would say he 
was f a m i l i a r  with everyth ing  t h a t  went on. Yes, s i r .  Now 
when you s t a r t  t a l k i n g  about be ing  f a m i l i a r  wi th  what goes on 
i n  squads and p la toons ,  t h a t  ' s  p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t .  

B. What was t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  's p o l i c i e s  about burning 
hootches ? 

-A. This I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  s i r ,  I do know from 
time t o  time i n  search  and des t roy  opera t ions  hootches w e r e  
burned. Now, as f a r  a s  t h e r e  be ing  an o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y ,  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was one. I f  t h e r e  was a b r igade  p o l i c y ,  
I wouldn 't know. 

& =  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of t h e  48th VC Local Force Bat-
t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  Colonel BARKER t a l k  about t h i s  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  Not r e a l l y ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  I 
was aware of t h e  48th VC was when we picked up some documents, 
and from t h e  documents we surmised t h a t  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  
was opera t ing  o u t  of t h a t  a rea .  This same opera t ion  t h a t  I 
was t e l l i n g  you about e a r l i e r  t h a t  we opera ted  o u t  of  south  
of Dot t ie .  I f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, it might have been a POW 
picked up from t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n  who reconfirmed t h a t  the 
48th VC B a t t a l i o n  was opera t ing  i n  t h a t  a rea .  . A s  f a r  a s  how 
s t r o n g  i t  was i n  t h e r e ,  I don' t know. 

Q Did .you e v e r  h e a r  any t a l k  around t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
about g e t t i n g  i n  and wiping o u t  t h e  p l a c e ,  and l e v e l i n g  it, 
and k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ?  

A .  No, sir. 
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MR WEST: When d i d  you f i r s t  h e a r  o f  t h i s  Son My opera t ion  
a g a i n s t  My Lai  ( 4 )  and t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  i n  the  so-ca l led  
p i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

A. Do you mean p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion?  

Q. Y e s ,  it was planned f o r  some t i m e .  Do you r e c a l l  
t h e  planning on i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  know how long p r i o r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  opera- 
t i o n  it was planned. I'd say  maybe a couple o f -  days I knew 
about it. 

Q- Well,  we 've had testimony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
i t  had been planned t o  t ake  p l a c e  sometime e a r l i e r  and it was 
postponed. Now a s  t h e  s i g n a l  o f f i c e r  of  Task Force Barker 
wouldn't  you be i n  on t h e  planning phases f o r  an opera t ion  of 
t h a t  na tu re?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  I would say t h a t  I should have been 
a b r e a s t  wi th  it, but  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  on, the planning un-
l e s s  i t  was something t h a t  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  me. 
Most of t h e  s i g n a l  opera t ions  were SOP, and t h e  r e s t  of that--
you were going t o  br ing  i n  another  u n i t  t h a t  w e  needed t o  con-
t a c t  and we d i d n ' t  have t h e  frequencies--I  r e a l l y  wouldn ' t  g e t  
involved i n  it. I doubt very s e r i o u s l y  i f  i t  was planned be- 
f o r e ,  and I didn '  t know about it. Maybe t h i s  s l i p p e d  my mem-
ory. 

Q e  This was t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  t h a t  was t o  be 
l i f t e d  i n  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  which didn '  t happen every day wi th  
Char l i e  Company apparent ly .  They were going t o  have t h e  sup- 
p o r t  of n o t  only t h e  l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r s  and gunships,  b u t  they 
were going t o  be supported by aero-scout teams. They took 
about n ine  men from t h e  mortar  p la toon w i t h  them. There were 
r a d i o  communications. There was an arrangement f o r  a r a d i o  
r e l a y  s e t  up a t  LZ Uptight and a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ions ,  gun-
s h i p  p repara t ions .  A l l  t h e s e  th ings  a r e  p a r t  of cornrnunica-
t i o n s .  Do you r e c a l l  be ing  i n  on t h e  planning of t h a t ?  

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t ,  s i x .  The reason why i t  was post-
poned wasbecause  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  h e l i c o p t e r s .  That seems t o  
r i n g  a b e l l .  The f i r s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  was planned because 
they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  choppers? 
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Q- That I s  been determined d e f i n i t e l y  . Poss ib ly  t h a t  
was the reason.  T h i s  ope ra t ion  was i n  an a r e a  where they  had 
t o  g e t  on A 0  ex tens ion ,  b u t  it was n o t  i n  t h e  Task Force Bar-
k e r  a rea .  

A .  .Right ,  sir, I remember. I t h i n k  it was going i n t o  
t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ' sAO. 

Q - That I s  r i g h t .  What s o r t  o f  r a d i o  set up d i d  you 
have a t  LZ Dot t i e?  Did you have your van? 

A. For r e g u l a r  v o i c e  communications, companies back 
t o  t a sk  f o r c e ,  t a s k  fo rce  t o  br igade,  headquar ters ,  r e g u l a r  FM 
r a d i o s ,  PRC-19 s e r i e s ,  o f f  mounted from veh ic les  and, of 
course ,  bench mounted. Now, r a d i o  relay-wise we  used one Mark 
69 I t h i n k  it i s ,  two t r a c k  2 4 ' s  and t h a t  t i e d  us i n  back t o  
br igade  headquarters  and back i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  switchboard . 
Q. Where were t h e s e  r a d i o  s e t  up? Were you i p  a 
s e p a r a t e  van, o r  were you i n  a p a r t  of t h e  TOC, o r  where were 
you a t  LZ Dot t i e?  . . 

A.  The r e g u l a r  FM rad ios  were a c t u a l l y  set up i n  the 
TOC. The r a d i o  r e l a y  equipment was s e t  up o u t s i d e  o f !  t h e  TOC 
r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  bunker t h a t  Major CALHOUN, Captain KOTOUC, 
and I s l e p t  i n  and was operated by my people. Now t h e  rad ios  
i n  t h e  TOC were normally opera ted  by t h e  TOC NCO o r  t h e  TOC 
duty o f f i c e r .  W e  were t o o  s h o r t  of personnel  t o  have anybody 
a c t u a l l y  s t a y  wi th  t h e  r ad io .  

& But you h a d s y o u r  own people .on t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. On t h e  o t h e r ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. Do you remember t h e i r  names? 

A.  No, sir .  If I would h e a r  them I ' m  s u r e  I could.  

COL FRANKLIN: Those o t h e r  people,  they were s t r i c t l y  switch-
board opera to r s ,  r i g h t ,  w i th  t h e  VHF? 

A. VHF, r i g h t .  I n  o t h e r  words, they wouldn3t.know i f  
t h e r e  was a conversa t ion  going on unless  they were j u s t  making 
a check t o  s e e  i f  they were o f f  t h e  a i r .  There could have 
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been any number of conversat ions going on t h a t  they d i d n ' t  
even know about.  

Q Can you sugges t  anybody t h a t  might have been mon-
i t o r i n g  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o ~ ~ ,b u t  on a d i f f e r e n t  n e t  during t h e  
opera t ion?  ' 

A. No, s i r ,  nobody o t h e r  than  t h e  TOC duty o f f i c e r  
o r  t h e  TOC duty NCO, who I t h i n k  should have been keeping a 
log .  

Q - Did you know about t h e  t a p e  t h a t  Captain LEWELLEN 
made? 

A. No, sir.  Well, I do remember I th ink  t h a t  he had 
a t a p e  recording.  A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t  he might have been op-
e r a t i n g  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  day t h e  opera t ion  took p lace .  

Q - W e l l ,  he d i d  make a t ape  f o r  p a r t  of t h e  morning 
throughout t h e  major p a r t  of the--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I never heard  t h e  t ape .  

Q. I f  you l i s t e n  i n  on r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  from Task 
Force Barker and br igade and s o  f o r t h  would you know t h e  
voices  of t h e  key o f f i c e r s  of Task Force Barker,  b r igade ,  and 
d i v i s i o n ?  

. . A. No sir. It 's  almost impossible .  There a r e  s o  
..-.. , . many people.  

8. Did you s t a y  wi th  Task Force Barker u n t i l - i t  was 
broken up i n  Apr i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Where d i d  you go then? 

A. From t h e r e  I went back t o  br igade  headquar ters  
f o r  maybe a week o r  s o  and then  t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  work i n  the S3 
shop. When t h e  523d Signal  B a t t a l i o n  came i n  t h e r e ,  I took 
over one of t h e  s i g n a l  b a t t a l i o n ' s  companies f o r  my l a s t  6 
months. 
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Q. W e  have a g r e a t  d e a l  of evidence,  Captain WATKINS, 
of what went on i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h a t  morning. I t  produced a 
s t r o n g  r e a c t i o n  i n  q u i t e  a number of people. Q u i t e  a number 
of complaints went o u t  over  t h e  r a d i o  n e t  about t h e  needless  
k i l l i n g s  of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  My Lai ( 4 )  which r e s u l t e d  i n  con-
s i d e r a b l e  r a d i o  t r a f f i c  back and f o r t h .  Orders were g iven  t o  
f i n d  out  what ' s  qoing on; o r d e r s  were being given t o  s t o p  
t h e  k i l l i n g s ,  s t o p  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g s ,  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  
o f  c i v i l i a n s .  Varying r e p o r t s  w e r e  given a s  t o  t h e  number 
of people k i l l e d .  One wi tness  pu t  it a t  310, and another  one 
put  i t  a t  350 , and another  a  h igher  f i g u r e .  This quickly  be-
came known throughout t h e  o u t f i t .  I f  you didn 't h e a r  i t  you 
a r e  one of t h e  few people who apparent ly d i d n ' t .  The evi -
dence i s  p r e t t y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was known t o  Major 
CALHOUN and Captain KOTOUC. It  seems a l i t t l e  s t r a n g e  t o  m e  
t h a t  they d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it i n  your presence a t  a l l .  You 
were one of t h e  Zamily. You were r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and you w e r e  
one of t h e  accepted members o f  t h e  s t a f f .  The f i r s t  s e rgean t  
of Char l i e  Company, HOBSCHEID was way back o f f  somewhere else, 
Duc Pho perhaps,  and he knew about it. He knew t h a t  Task 
Force BARKER was i n  t r o u b l e .  And you mean t o  say you weren ' t  
aware of anything? 

A. No, s i r .  I 'can again t r u t h f u l l y  say I knew no-
th ing .  Again I s l e p t '  r i g h t  i n  t h e  same bunker w i t h  Major 
CALHOUN and Captain KOTOUC. I f  they knew about it and I w a s  
no t  aware of i t ,  I d o n ' t  know what happened. I can t r u t h -
f u l l y  say t h a t  n e i t h e r  one of them e v e r  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me 
t h a t  t h i s  had taken p lace .  

Q W e l l ,  a s  you can s e e  from t h e  s ta tement  you had 
(Exhibi t  M-571, t h i s  is  one of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  th ings  w e ' r e  
lo3king i n t o .  Was t h e r e  a coverup? Was t h e r e  a conspiracy 
of people t o  keep t h i s  q u i e t ?  People who should have re-
por ted  it f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  it, e i t h e r  by des ign ,  by neg l i -
gence,  o r  by mere f a i l u r e ,  o r  mere i n a c t i o n .  We have ample 
testimony t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON conducted a pre l iminary  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  very day. He worked on t h i s  o f f  
and on f o r  t h e  next  6 weeks perhaps,  and then he t o l d  us t h a t  
i n  May he was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander t o  make a 
formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He had d i r e c t e d  Colonel BARKER t o  con-
duct  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and Colonel BARKER d i d  conduct an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He took many s ta tements  , perhaps as  many as 
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20, s t a t ements ,  from people who knew the  f a c t s  and who were 
involved one way o r  another ,  and t h i s  r e p o r t  was completed 
and s e n t  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  I t a k e  it  from your t e s -  
timony you never  heard of t h i s  e i t h e r ?  

A. No, sir. Now t h i s  might have occurred a f t e r  I 
had gone t o  d i v i s i o n .  I th ink  Colonel BARKER s t ayed  t h e r e  
a f t e r  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  disbanded. He l a t e r  became t h e  CO of 
4 / 3 .  So, i f  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and he conducted i t ,  
probably t h i s  i s  when I missed it. I had gone t o  d i v i s i o n .  
~ u ts t i l l  i f  i t  was t h a t  g r e a t  and I had b e e n . t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  
understand why I didn '  t know about it. I should have heard 
about it. I knew q u i t e  a few people a t  d i v i s i o n  who came 
from t h e  11th  Brigade w i t h  me, and they  never i n d i c a t e d  any- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  It  was news t o  me when I read  i t  i n  t h e  
papers.  

Q. m11, these  a r e  elements of t h e  puzzle  we've been 
t r y i n g  t o  pu t  toge the r .  We have a g r e a t  d e a l  of  evidence in- 
c luding t h a t  of Captain MEDINA t h a t  h e .  g o t  h i s  company toge- 
t h e r  and t o l d  them n o t  t o  t a l k  about i t .  Whether he t o l d  
them n o t  t o  t a l k  t o  anybody o r  j u s t  n o t  g o s s i p  about i t  and 
t o  t a l k  only  t o  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  t h e r e ' s  been a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of controversy.  I n  o t h e r  words he t o l d  them t h a t  
they d i d n ' t  have t o  t a l k  t o  anybody about i t ,  and they s h o u l d n ' t  
i n  f a c t .  Others say  t h a t  he t o l d  them t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was beginning,  and they  should t e l l  every th ing  they  knew. So 
you can take  your choice.  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  none of them 
ta lked .  Perhaps,  among themselves,  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
making a r e p o r t  and f ind ing  o r  see ing  t h a t  somebody d i d  
something about it. I th ink  you perhaps can s e e  our  problem. 
Can you th ink  of any wi tness  who might have more f a m i l i a r i t y  
with t h e  f a c t s  than you? 

A. You probably t a l k e d  t o  my commo NCO, Sergeant  
HALL, S t a f f  Sergeant  HALL. 

Q. Yes .. 
A. He was o u t  with Colonel BARKER q u i t e  a b i t .  A s  
a ma t t e r  of f a c t  he went out  w i t h  t h e  companies a couple of  
t imes,  and he might have been more a b r e a s t  of  what was going 
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o u t  t h e r e  than I was o r  than  I am. What about t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  Captain VAZQUEZ? Now, he might have been 
back during t h e  e n t i r e  opera t ion .  He might have been on t h e  
r a d i o ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

MR.WEST: He was. He was probably i n  and o u t  with Colonel 
BARKER, wasn ' t  he? 

COL FRANKLIN: Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was w i t h  Colonel BARKER over  t h e  
a r e a  when he d i r e c t e d  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  Captain VAZQUEZ. 

MR WEST: W e  've t a l k e d  t o  him and Lieutenant  ALAUX, t h e  
forward observer  f o r  Char l ie  Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember him. 1 . r e a l l y  wish I could g ive  
you something. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I ' ve  given you 
what I know. 

Q. I know you have, and we apprec ia te  it. 

A. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  ou t  t h e r e .  A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  
I d i d n ' t  have t o  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  and opera te  w i t h  t h e  company, 
unless  they l o s t  a frequency o r  something. Then I ' d  have t o  
go out .  I d i d  know Captain MEDINA and Lieutenant  CALLEY. A s  
a mat ter  of f a c t ,  we went over  on t h e  same a i r c r a f t .  I took 
the advance s i g n a l  pa r ty  over.  From t h a t  s t a n d p o i n t ,  I d i d  
know them, b u t  n o t  pe r sona l ly .  

Q You t r a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  br igade  i n  Hawaii? 

A .  No, s ir .  I j u s t  g o t  t o  Hawaii maybe a month be-
f o r e  t h e  br igade  departed.  The t r a i n i n g  was a l l  over.  They 
were 1)acking up. I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  g e t  a chance t o  know a l l  o f  
the  o f f i c e r s .  Because when we went i n t o  LZ Bronco, and of  
course from t h e r e  I went ou t  t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  and I d i s -
assoc ia ted  myself from a l o t  of  people up i n  t h e  headquar ters .  

Q. W e  apprec ia te  your coming he re  t h i s  morning, Cap-
t a i n  iTATKINS, and we asked you t o  come because due t o  your 
performance a t  t h a t  t ime we thought  you might have been i n  
p o s i t i o n  t o  h e l p  us wi th  some f a c t s  t h a t  a r e  missing. We 
a r e  wel l  aware t h a t  you a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  involved ,  and it 
was j u s t  a chance t h a t  you might know. We a p p r e c i a t e  your 
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testimony you have given us .  You have probably given us some 
c l u e s  where w e  perhaps can move on t o  somebody who had more 
d i r e c t  knowledge. 

MR WEST: Colonel FRANKLIN, do you have anything e l s e ?  

COL FRANKLIN:  Yes s i r ,  I have two ques t ions .  About how many 
PRC-25's d i d  t h e s e  r i f l e  companies have opera t ing  about t h i s  
t ime,  i f  you can remember? 

A .  I t ' s  hard t o  s a y ,  s ir .  I ' d  probably say n o t  more 
than two p e r  company. 

Q - How many? What's the TO&E of  t h e s e  r a d i o s  pe r  
r i f l e  company? 

A. They were using t h e  PRC-4. PRC-9, which is a 
much smal l e r  ve r s ion ,  down a t  the  squad and t h e  p la toon l e v e l .  
The company commander would have a PRC-25 i f  they  were a l l  
opera t ing .  But t h e  companies were very s h o r t .  A s  a  mattep 
of f a c t ,  we were going back and f o r t h  t o  br igade  almost every 
n i g h t  s h u f f l i n g  for--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  W e  know a t  l e a s t  one squad t h a t  had 
one. And a r i f l e  company has a t  l e a s t  15,  I b e l i e v e ,  by TO&E. 
B u t  you were r e a l l y  down t h a t  much? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we were. Maybe n o t  down t o  two, b u t  
. they were v a s t l y  s h o r t .  

Q. When you had an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s  t ak ing  p lace  
say 1 0  t o  15 k i lometers  away from D o t t i e ,  we know t h a t  both 
B and C Company would g e t  i n t o  dead s p o t s ,  b u t  Uptight  was 
used a s  a r e l a y ?  

A. Right.  
. . 

9 .  Who set  up t h a t  r e l a y ,  and who manned it and what 
type of equipment d i d  they  have? 

5' 

A. Normally, s i r ,  a t  l e a s t  one p la toon from one com-
pany had t o  secure  Uptight a l l  the '  t ime. So normally, t h e  
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p latoon o r  the company t h a t  was secur ing  Uptight  would be 
respons ib le  f o r  opera t ing  t h e  r e l a y ,  and of course what we 
used t h e r e  a t  t h e  r e l a y  were PRC-25 I s .  Of course ,  t h e  ar-
t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  was a l s o  loca ted  there-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You didn ' t use any automatic  r e t r a n s -  
missions? 

A .  No, s ir ,  


Q- J u s t  a  vo ice  r e l a y ?  


A. Voice r e l a y .  
I .  

Q- You d i d n ' t  provide any personbel  fjor t h i s  r e l a y ?  
I 

A. No, sir.  None, sir.  


COL FRANKLIN: T h a t ' s  a l l  I ' v e  g o t .  


MR WEST: Thank you very much. The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed .  


(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1136 hours ,  26  January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BENGE, Clarence  M .  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 11 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Squad Leader ,  Weapons 
P la toon ,  A/3/1. 

1. ' ACTIVITIES O F  A COMPANY. 

a .  A c t i v i t i e s  of  16 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  h i s  p la toon  r e c e i v e d  
s n i p e r  f i r e  t h e  n i g h t  of 15 March 1968 (pgs .  7 ,  8 )  . The 
nex t  morning t h e  p la toons  went i n t o  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n s  
(pg. 8 )  . He remembered two a r t i l l e r y  p reps  and s e e i n g  f o u r  
males who he  b e l i e v e d  were armed running from t h e  a r e a  
a f t e r  t h e  second p rep  (pgs.  8-10) . his was i n  t h e  B Company 
a r e a  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  of  17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s a i d  t h a t  he  remembered t a k i n g  
c a s u a l t i e s  i n , a  sapper  a t t a c k  on t h e  17 th  (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  

c .  A c t i v i t i e s  of 18 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  du ty  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was wi th  t h e  s e c u r i t y  element  f o r  t h e  headquar te r s  group 
(pg. 13) . However, h e  was seldom a b l e  t o  overhear  r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  when h i s  u n i t  was moving (pg. 4 ) .  When t h e  
company moved o u t  of t h e  a r e a  t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  brought  up 
t h e  r e a r ,  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  l e a d i n g  o u t  fol lowed by t h e  second. 
The h e a d q u a r t e r s  element  preceded t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n ,  and,  
perhaps ,  mingled wi th  t h e  second p l a t o o n  (pgs. 15 ,  16) . H e  
r e c a l l e d  h e l i c o p t e r s  cover ing  f o r  t h e  move (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  
could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of an  a i r c r a f t  s p o t t i n g  a  
wounded VC and hover ing  i n  t h e  a r e a I f o n l y  t o  have t h e  p o s s i b l e  
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prisoner summarily shot by A Company personnel (pgs. 17-19). 
He felt if such had occurred he would have, at least, heard 
about it (pg. 19) . 
2. OTHER INFORMATION. 


The witness stated that the men in his company 

treated Vietnamese old men, women, and children (pg. 21). 
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E X H I B I T  
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E X H I B I T S  

DESCRIPTION NOTES 

Map 6739  I1 ( s m a l l  sca le)  Wit oriented. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1020 hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 


COL ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are present :  COL ARMSTRONG, and 
MAJ COOP. 

I have an e x h i b i t  t o  be en te red  i n t o  the  record.  
This i s  an e x t r a c t  from t h e  America1 Divis ion information o f f i c e ,  
"Standard Operating Procedures. " I t  is  da ted  7 A p r i l  1968.  
This document i s  entered  i n t o  the  record  and i d e n t i f i e d  as 
Exh ib i t  M-112. 

S i r ,  t he  next  witness  is  S t a f f  Sergeant Clarence 
MI BENGE . 

(SSG BENGE w a s  c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

W i l l  you s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Clarence Mi tche l l  BENGE, S t a f f  Sergeant E-6, 
, Company A, F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  34th I n f a n t r y ,  F o r t  

Ri ley,  Kansas, sir.  

RCDR : You are i n  the  United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. United S t a t e s  Army. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant  BENGE, I am Colonel ARMSTRONG and I 
have been designated by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S ta f f  t o  
assist  General PEERS i n  the  conduct of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
Have you read  t h e  prel iminary i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. i l  

Q . D o  you understand them? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you have any ques t ions  about them? 

A .  N o ,  sir. 
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Q I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  such 
groups t ak ing  testimony from various wi tnesses ,  bu t  i n  General 

,PEERS1 hands a lone  r e s t s  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  adjudge the 
testimony, t o  w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  come t o  the  conclusions and 
make recommendations t o  the  Secre tary  of the  Army. 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  man, you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  
any p a r t  of t h e  testimony t h a t  goes on i n  t h i s  room o r  anything 
t h a t  you have heard he re  i n  connection with t h e  inqui ry .  This 
does n o t  apply,  of course,  t o  any o f f i c i a l ,  admin i s t r a t ive ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body t h a t  may e n t e r  i n t o  some inqu i ry  
and i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  i n  terms of t h e  House Armed 
Services  Committee. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q I hand you t h i s ,  Sergeant BENGE, and ask you t o  
i n d i c a t e  thereon the  p o s i t i o n s  of anyone as you r e c a l l  them. 

A. Okay, sir. 

(The witness  was handed the  company r o s t e r  f o r  
review. ) 

(Sergeant  BENGE was o r i en ted  on MAP-5 by COL 
ARMSTRONG. ) 

Q Sergeant BENGE, would you expla in  what your posi-
t i o n  i n  the  America1 Divis ion,  say ,  from January 1968 u n t i l  
you departed? 

A. I w a s  a c t i n g  as squad l eader  and a l s o  a c t i n g  as  
platoon se rgean t  f o r  a f u l l  per iod  of time. 

Q - Of what platoon? 

A.  Weapons p la toon A/3/1. The da tes  were around 
January when I w a s  more o r  l e s s  a c t i n g  as  a p la toon se rgean t  
and squad l e a d e r  both ,  bu t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  I w a s  a squad l e a d e r .  

Q How long were you i n  the  company? 

A. I was i n  t h e  company from November of 1967 up u n t i l  
August of 1968 .  
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Q Why d i d  you leave  t h e  company, and where d i d  you 
go? 

A. I r o t a t e d  back t o  t h e  s t a t e s  here ,  and I w a s  as-
signed t o  F o r t  Ri ley,  Kansas, sir. 

Q You r o t a t e d  i n  9 months? 

A. Yes, sir. I had a previous t o u r  i n  Vietnam. 

Q Now, l a s t  f a l l ,  t h a t  is  September and October 
1969, the  newspapers, TV, and the  news magazines t o l d  a l l  
about the  events  a t  My Lai  i n  March 1968 .  Now s i n c e  t h a t  
t ime, s i n c e  t h e  news media came o u t ,  have you had any c o n t a c t  
with any of t h e  people t h a t  were i n  the  b a t t a l i o n  o r  the  u n i t  
o r  t h e  br igade o r  the  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  you have d iscussed  t h i s  
with,  and i f  s o ,  would you expla in  what those  circumstances 
were? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  I may have on an occasion o r  two. 
I t  s o  happens a couple of pegple t h a t  were i n  our  company--
I th ink  t h a t  we might have s a i d  somethihg about t h i s  t o  each 
o ther .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  anything about what t h e  conversat ion 
w a s  about? 

I 

A. I th ink ,  probably,  it w a s  more o r  l e s s  on the  a r e a  
of opera t ion .  This a r e a  t h a t  we opera ted  i n ,  we c a l l e d  Pink-
v i l l e ,  and I t h i n k  t h a t  was the  main t o p i c ,  t h e  a r e a  more than  
anything e l s e .  

Q . You d i d n ' t  d i scuss  events  o r  whether t h i s  could 
have happened o r  what th ings  each of you knew about t h i s  hap-
pening? 

A. No, sir,  n o t  about any c e r t a i n  event .  We more o r  
l e s s  t a l k e d  about the  whole time t h a t  they were t h e r e .  This 
j u s t  went between ourse lves .  

Q .  Who are these  two men? 

A. One is  S p e c i a l i s t  Four Marcys J. ADDINGTON, and 
another  would be P r i v a t e  SPEARS. He w a s  a S p e c i a l i s t  i n  
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Vietnam. He i s  a p r i v a t e  now. He was i n  our  p la toon a l so .  
One more t h a t  I s a w  a t  For t  Ri ley ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  we r e a l l y  
t a lked  about it, bu t  it would be Sergeant Bobby WILLIAMS. 

Q. ,Do you know why SPEARS was reduced? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q L e t  me ask you t h i s ,  what was your r e a c t i o n  t o  
t h i s  information when it w a s  published? 

A. Well, t h e  news t h a t  was brought o u t  and what I 
s a w  on t h e  TV, t he  r e p o r t s  t h a t  I go t  of f  TV from t h e  ind iv i -
dual that brought a l l  t hese  po in t s  o u t ,  it was s o r t  of a shock 
t o  me. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  go along with what he s a i d .  I n  my own 
opinion, I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  it happened. I t ' s  s o r t  of a 
shock t o  me because I was t h e r e  with the  t a sk  f o r c e  and I knew 
how we operated,  and I know my company d e f i n i t e l y  was no t  a l -
lowed t o  even harass  them. 

Q Did t h e  o t h e r  people you t a l k  t o ,  d i d  t h e y  .seem 
t o  have the  same reac t ion?  

A. I th ink  so ,  s ir ,  i n  a broad sense ,  because they 
were p a r t  of it j u s t  l i k e  I w a s ,  and they knew they were a 
p a r t  of what happened i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q Did they voice they had known of any i n c i d e n t ,  
maybe n o t  connected with t h i s ,  b u t  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  where 
t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  could have happened? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  any way t h a t  I could make out .  

Q - I have asked you t o  comment about conversa t ions  
you have had s i n c e  September o r  October, s i n c e  t h i s  was pub-
l i shed .  Le t  me t a l k  i n  terms p r i o r  t o  September o r  October. 
Did you ever  t a l k  t o  any of your f r i e n d s  o r  company mates o r  
anybody you knew over t h e r e  about any such event  a s  t h i s ?  

A. No. Because a l l  these  people t h a t  came t o  F o r t  
R i l e y  came t h e r e  a f t e r  September, and t h i s  had a l ready hap-
pened. The word had already go t  out  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  They 
knew about it p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  coming t o  F o r t  Riley.  
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Q Well, I ' m  n o t  th inking  n e c e s s a r i l y  of j u s t  these  
people, I'm t a l k i n g  about any o t h e r  people.  

A. No, sir.  

Q You never heard any t a l k  around t h e  company when 
you were back i n  the  company? 

A. You mean a f t e r  it w a s  broadcast?  
'. 

Q No, p r i o r .  I mean back i n  your company, back i n  
the  Americal, back i n  the  b a t t a l i o n .  

A. Nothing l i k e  t h a t ,  no, sir. 

Q Do you have any explanat ion  of any of t h e s e  
remarks on t h i s  r o s t e r ?  

A. No, sir. 

Any s p e c i a l  ones?Q 

A. I have seen a couple of people t h a t  I remember 
t h a t  weren ' t  marked on the  r o s t e r ,  I b e l i e v e  I not iced .  

Q I t ' s  my understanding, Sergeant  BENGE, t h a t  you 
were ou t  on t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  15th  of March through about 
the  26th of March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q You remember the  opera t ion  where i n  Bravo and , 
Char l ie  Companies were south of the  Diem Diem River,  and 
your company w a s  i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n  n o r t h  of t h e  Diem ~ 
Diem? I, 

i 

A. Yes, sir.  I remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 
I 

I 
Q. You remember two previous opprat ions t h a t  Task 
Force Barker had gone i n t o  the P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  one of which 
you company commander had been wounded?: 

This  was Captain SHELTON, 

Q. Captain TRINKLE. 

s i r ,  o r  Captain TRINKLE? 
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A. Right,  sir .  

Q . You go t  i n t o  a p r e t t y  rough d e a l  i n  t h e r e ,  down 
i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  and, as I r e c a l l ,  you had t o  be ex-
t r a c t e d  by APC's .  Were you on t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - That was on the 23rd o r  26th of February,  So t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about now, on t h e  16th  
of March, w a s  r e a l l y  the  l a s t  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker 
i n t o  the P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  This is  t o  b e t t e r  f i x  it i n  you mind. 
I t  was a l s o ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  the  b igges t  body count  t h a t  t h e  b r i -
gade had had s i n c e  it a r r i v e d  from Hawaii. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  of V i e t  
Cong c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  were - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  I never d i d  g e t  the  com-
p l e t e  number of body count. I knew it w a s  high,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
know t h e  e x a c t  number. 

Q - Did you r e a l i z e  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a discrepancy
between t h e  number of bodies counted and the  number of weapons 
captured? 

A.  Yes, sir. I did .  

Q .  Does 128 V C 1 s  remind you of anything? 

A. Yes, s i x .  

Q What was your r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I s a w  the  weapons that were captured  and 
during t h e  engagement i n  the  v i l l a g e  and the  number of  person-
n e l  t h a t  I saw running, now t h i s  i s  Vie t  Cong s o l d i e r s  d i r e c t l y  
t o  my f r o n t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  maybe it could have been c o r r e c t .  
But I ' m  n o t  s u r e  because, l i k e  I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  the  a c t u a l  
body count. 

Q Let  me ask you t h i s ,  you s a i d  you saw a number of 
Vie t  Cong s o l d i e r s  running, do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  
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A. Yes, sir,  very d i s t i n c t l y .  

Q Could you descr ibe  on the  map where you were 
loca ted  and where you saw these  men running. You can p o i n t  
out--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I th ink  s o ,  s ir .  A s  I remember 
t h e  road t h a t  we came t o ,  now we were coming i n  on APC I s .  

Q No, sir. You were i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n  up
here  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  MAP-5) . You d i d n ' t  g e t  any V i e t  
Cong . 
A. This  is  the  day Captain TRINKLE w a s  wounded? We 
a r e  t a l k i n g  about two d i f f e r e n t  days. 

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t a l k  about was the  16th  of 
March opera t ion .  When Char l ie  Company and Bravo Company went 
i n  south of t h e  Diem Diem and you were s i t t i n g  up t h e r e  i n  
t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n .  I only mentioned the  23rd opera t ion  
because I wanted t o  p o i n t  out  you had been i n  t h e  opera t ion  
area .  

A. Right,  sir .  

Q The opera t ion  we a r e  r e a l l y  concerned about is 
a l a t e r  one, about a ha l f  month l a t e r  o r  almost a month l a t e r ,  
and it w a s  t he  las t  opera t ion  of Task Force Barker i n t o  Pink-
v i l l e .  Do you r e c a l l  any d e t a i l s  of t h a t  opera t ion  where t h e  
n i g h t  before  t h e  company had moved down c lose  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
they were going t o  move i n t o  and e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning go t  up 
and moved down and occupied t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n  nor th  of 
Diem Diem River.  

A. I don 't r e c a l l  exac t ly  t h e  d a t e ,  but  I . remember 
the  opera t ion .  

Q Could you t r y  t o  t e l l  us anything t h a t  you can 
remember about t h a t  opera t ion  from t h e  time t h a t  you s t a r t e d  
out  on it u n t i l  you thought it had broken up? 

A. Okay. 
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Q I n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d e t a i l .  

A. I ' l l  start on the  n igh t  before .  I b e l i e v e  w e  
rece ived  a couple of s n i p e r  rounds t h a t  n igh t  r i g h t  around 
chow time. We had our  chow flown i n t o  us by chopper. A f t e r  
we a t e  chow, it was a f t e r  dark,  and we moved i n t o  a n igh t  
l aager  p o s i t i o n .  I t  w a s  q u i e t  the  r e s t  of the  n igh t .  The 
next  morning w e  g o t  up. We had one p la toon t h a t  w a s  i n  a 
blocking p o s i t i o n  td our l e f t ,  when I say t o  your l e f t ,  I w a s  
with the  headquarters  element then ,  and we had t h e  o t h e r  two 
p la toons ,  they were a l s o  i n  t h e i r  blocking p o s i t i o n s .  I c a n ' t  
remember exac t ly  how they were s e t  up i n  t h e i r  blocking posi-
t i o n s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  which platoon t h a t  w a s  on the  l e f t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember a t  t h i s  t ime which one 
it was. I know t h e  headquarters  element moved up on t o  some 
high ground, and we  could see  the  v i l l a g e  down below us. 

Q Now, do you mean ac ross  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Across t h e  r i v e r .  

Q You could s e e  a t  l e a s t  one v i l l a g e  o r  one hamlet? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you know which one t h a t  was? 

A. No, sir. I th ink  it w a s  My Lai  ( I ) ,b u t  I 
couldn ' t  say f o r  sure. 

&. Did you hear  anything o r  see  anything of t h e  
a c t i v i t y  going on across  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  Well, of course,  they had a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  was 
repp ping, and from what I could see ,  I saw f o u r  males running 

down the re .  They were running i n  our  d i r e c t i o n ,  and they ran  
about half  way across  t h e  r i c e  paddy toward the  r i v e r ,  toward 
us .  Then they turned around and went back up i n t o  the  v i l l a g e ,  
a n d  they were going southeas t .  Then we could s e e  o t h e r  people 
moving around i n  the  v i l l a g e .  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  i f  it was--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  What range do you t h i n k  t h i s  was? 

A. This must have been a t  l e a s t  2,000 meters ,  s i r .  

Q 2,000 meters? 

A .  Yes, ' sir.  

Q - Did you have any f i e l d  g l a s s e s  o r  anything? 

A .  The company commander had h i s  g las ses .  

Q Did you g e t  a chance t o  look through them? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  I don ' t  be l i eve  so .  A l l  I 
could s e e  was these  f i g u r e s  running around. 

Q Then you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know whether they were males? 

A. They were male personnel .  " 

Q Were they.  armed? 

A. I saw one o b j e c t  t h a t  looked l i k e .  a weapon, and 
I j u s t  took f o r  granted a t  t h a t  time t h a t  it was a weapon, and 
the  o t h e r  t h r e e  were running with t h e  one t h a t  had a weapon. 
And the  o t h e r  t h r e e ,  i f  they had a s h o r t  weapon, I wouldn ' t  
have been a b l e  t o  see  it. This one I w a s  a b l e  t o  see  because 
i t  w a s  a l a r g e r  type weapon, something l i k e  an M-1. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  about what time i n  t h e  morning t h i s  
was? 

A. I would say r i g h t  around 0900 o r  0930. 

Q - About how long a f t e r  the  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. 15 o r  20 minutes. 

Q. There were two a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ions .  

A .  Right ,  sir .  I th ink  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  was one about 
0800, r i g h t  before  the  combat a s s a u l t .  
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Q The f i r s t  combat a s s a u l t  w a s  about 0730. 

A. Right,  sir. I t  must have been, I t h i n k  0700 was 
s e t  f o r  t h e  prep from a r t i l l e r y .  

Q That  was t h e  f i r s t  one, and t h e  second one went i n  
about 0900 f o r  B Company. 

A. Somewhere around t h e r e ,  0830 o r  0900. 

Q So t h i s  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  second prep t h a t  you 
saw--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right,  sir. 

Q You say you thought it was perhaps My La i  (1). 
I t  c o u l d n ' t  have been. Well, t h a t  My Lai (1) is P i n k v i l l e ,  
s o  t h a t  over toward t h e  shore ,  s o  t h i s  i s  i n  the o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a  of Bravo Company. 

A. Bravo Company was coming i n  on the  shore.  

Q = Well, r e a l l y  it w a s  coming i n  on t h e  e a s t ,  and 
Char l ie  Company was coming i n  on the  west in land.  They a r e  
both landing t o  the  south and moving toward you. So you t h i n k  
t h i s  would probably be Bravo Company's opera t ion ,  r a t h e r  than  
Char l i e  Company's opera t ion  t h a t  caused these  people t o  run. 

A. Well, now we wasn ' t  a b l e  t o  see  on t h i s  f i r s t  prep ,  
because we were i n  lower ground a t  this time, But we moved 
up on h igher  ground on t h i s  second prep. 

Q - But i f  you p o i n t  ou t  My Lai  (1)on t h i s  map being
where you t h i n k  these  people were running from, then  t h i s  w a s  
i n  the  Bravo Company o b j e c t i v e  area .  

A. Right,  sir. 

'3 - Okay. A l l  r i g h t ,  cont inue on what happened during
the rest of t h e  day. Did you have any c a s u a l t i e s  from mines 
o r  booby t r a p s  i n  your company t h a t  day? 
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A. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  su re  i f  it w a s  t h a t  day o r  a couple 
of days before.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  we go t  a  couple of c a s u a l t i e s  a 
day o r  two before  t h a t ,  r i g h t  up the  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  I t  could 
have been the  same day, I ' m  n o t  sure .  I have g o t  t o  g e t  my 
days separa ted .  I know on the  n i g h t  before  t h e  opera t ion  was 
supposed t o  have have taken p lace ,  I t h i n k  we moved down t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e .  I mean no t  the  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  r i v e r .  I t h i n k  the  
same morning of the  a t t a c k  by Bravo and Char l i e  Companies 
t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any c a s u a l t i e s  we go t ,  bu t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
if it was a day o r  two i n  between t h a t  time. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  s t a y i n g  t h e r e  t h a t  n igh t?  

A. This was the  n i g h t  before  the--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  No, t h i s  was t h e  n igh t  of the  a t tack . ,  
t h e  same n i g h t  o r  t h e  day t h a t  Char l ie  and Bravo a t t acked  i n  
the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  s t a y i n g  on the  nor th  s i d e  
of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  I t h i n k  we moved back on o u t  of t h e  a rea  t h e r e ,  
sir, I b e l i e v e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I th ink  we moved back t o  a d i f -
f e r e n t  a r e a  of opera t ion ,  q u i t e  a ways from P i n k v i l l e .  Maybe 
4 o r  5 c l i c k s .  

(2 A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  day a f t e r  t h a t ,  do you reca l l - - in  
o the r  words, P i n k v i l l e ,  t he  P i n k v i l l e  a t t a c k  took p lace  on 
the 16th  of March. So on t h e  17th  of March l a t e  i n  the  a f t e r -
noon, your company moved across  the  Diem Diem River i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  (5) o r  j u s t  across  from t h e  br idge and went 
i n t o  a n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n  the re .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I 'm n o t  r e a l l y  su re ,  s ir .  

Q Would it he lp  you i f  I r e c a l l  t o  you the  f a c t  t h i s  
i s  where you rece ived  a sapper  a t t a c k ,  and two men were k i l l e d  
and f i v e  wexe wounded? 

A. I th ink  it was r i g h t  on the  edge of t h e  r i v e r ,  a 
l i t t l e  f o o t  br idge  across  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  t h a t  c rossed  t h i s  
r i v e r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t ' s  where we g o t  booby-trapped a r e a ,  
and I th ink  two men were k i l l e d  and couple wounded. I am no t  
sure of t h e  wounded, I d o n ' t  remember t h e  count.  I do know 
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t h a t  one of t h e  wounded men l a t e r  d ied  from t h e  wounds he 
go t  . 
Q No. This is a n igh t  p o s i t i o n  s e v e r a l  hundred meters 
south  of t h e  Diem D i e m  River,  and on t h e  e a r l y  morning of t h e  
18th  about 2 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning, t h e  company rece ived  a 
sapper a t t a c k  i n  t h e  1st Platoon. Two men were k i l l e d ,  f i v e  
were wounded. Does t h a t  r e c a l l  anything t o  your mind? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  I remember the  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened 
then. But I have g o t  the d a t e s  confused now. I c a n ' t  remem-
ber .  

Q But you remember t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  sapper  a t t a c k .  
F i r s t  it was repor ted  as  a mortar a t t a c k .  

A .' Right,  s ir .  I know t h e  i n c i d e n t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about,  now. 

Q Then it was Captain RIGGS t h a t  l a t e r  on c o r r e c t e d  
i t  and r e a l i z e d  it was n o t  a mortar a t t a c k ,  it was a sapper  
a t t a c k .  

A. Right,  sir. 

Q . And t h e r e  were two men k i l l e d  i n  t h e  1st Platoon 
and f i v e  men wounded. 

A. Right.  

Q That day, 1 8  March, you moved nor th  aga in ,  ac ross  
the  r i v e r  and moved north i n t o  an a rea ,  I th ink ,  somewhat 
south of LZ Uptight and broke up i n t o  small  groups and opera ted  
a s  you normally operated,  do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I remember moving the  next  morning, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember exac t ly  i f  they were s p l i t  up i n t o  small  groups. 

Q Well, you may have gone up as  a company f o r  2 days 
and marched n o r t h ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

A. I remember we moved i n ,  b u t  as  t o  what w e  d id ,  I 'm 
no t  sure, 
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Q - What I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  what w a s  your p o s i t i o n  
out  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  now, a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time f o r  t h i s  opera-
t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  Which one, now? 

Q To me, the  3 o r  4 days of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  opera t ion
is  a l l  t h e  same opera t ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, you a r e  a p la toon 
se rgean t  i n  a weapons platoon o r  a squad l e a d e r .  Why were 
you ou t  t h e r e  i n  the  command group? 

A. We have a s e c u r i t y  squad t h a t  we were c a l l e d ,  and 
w e  went along with the  headquarters  element a s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  t h e  CO and h i s  RTO and a r t i l l e r y  FO. 

Q - Do you remember who was t h e  RTO? 

A .  For t h e  company commander? 

Q- Yes. 

A. I'm n o t  r e a l l y  su re ,  b u t  I t h i n k  it was S p e c i a l i s t  
MARCK . 
Q For t h a t  opera t ion ,  could it have been GIBBS? 

A. I could have been, sir. 

Q Was he occas ional ly  t h e  RTO for--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .' Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  makes you t h i n k  t h a t  f o r  
t h i s  opera t ion  it might have been MARCK? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  The reason I s a i d  MARCK is he 
w a s  t h e  company commander's r e g u l a r  RTO. 

Q Now, when you were marching with the  company i n  
t h i s  s e c u r i t y  element, t h e  company headquarters  group, where 
w a s  your p o s i t i o n ?  

A. We were r i g h t  with t h e  headquarters  element. We 
usual ly  had one o r  sometimes two p la toons  ahead of t h e  head-
q u a r t e r s  element and then  one p la toon t o  t h e  r e a r .  
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Q How many men d i d  you have i n  t h i s  ' s e c u r i t y  element? 1 

A .  I usua l ly  had from s i x  t o  e i g h t  people. 

Q How d i d  you p lace  these  ind iv idua l s?  

A .  I f  w e  were going through t h e  t h i c k  a reas  where I 
could no t  have people o u t  on t h e  f l a n k s ,  I usual ly  had them 
c lose  i n  with t h e  headquarters  element. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  where would you be? 

A. I usual ly  s t ayed  d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  RTO, t he  CO 
was normally r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of him, you know, separa ted .  I 
th ink  most of t h e  t ime,  it w a s  t h e  CO, t hen  t h e  RTO, and then  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO and t he  se rgean t  of t h e  RTO, and then  I would 
usual ly  p lace  myself somewhere around them o r  somewhere c lose  
t o  t h a t .  

Q About how f a r  from t h e  company RTO were you? 

A. I ' d  say we s t a y e d s p r e a d  ou t .  I would say i n  the 
open a rea  25 o r  30 meters.  

Q Did you normally hear  any conversat ion o r  any mes-
sages normally received and t r a n s m i t t e d  over t h a t  company radio? 

A. Sometimes I could,  sir ,  and then  again ,  I d i d n ' t  
pay too  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  what was going on. 

Q On t h i s  opera t ion  do you know who t h e  forward 
observer w a s  f o r  t h e  company? Would you say he was an a r t i l -
leryman o r  from t h e  mortar s e  c t ion?  

A. I t h i n k  we had our  a r t i l l e ryman .  

Q Could you r e c a l l  who he was? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember what  the  name was. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  whether o r  no t  on t h i s  opera t ion  
Lieutenant  LUNDEEN w a s  with t h e  company? Now Captain RIGGS 
was company commander a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Was Lieutenant  LUNDEEN 
out  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  do you r e c a l l 3  

I 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir. 

I 
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Q What about  L ieu t enan t  COKER? 

A. NO, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q What about  L ieu t enan t  WHITE? 

A. WHITE, L i eu t enan t  COKER w a s  t h e  3d P la toon  l e a d e r ,  
as I recall .  They had t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r s  on t h i s  ope ra t ion .  

Q Do you recal l  i f  any of t h e  p l a toons  had an o f f i c e r  
w i t h  them? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t ,  sir. I c a n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q Do you know i f  any of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s  were o u t  
there? 

A. Right ,  sir. I t h i n k  they  a l l  w e r e  t h e r e ,  b u t  i f  
there w a s  one miss ing  I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you s t i l l  have t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
you had a r ea sonab le  number pf l i e u t e n a n t s  wi th  t h e  company? 

I
A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  was. 

Q. Now l e t ' s  t r y  t o  go back and remember t h e  march o u t  
of t h e  area. The 2d P la toon  had t aken  some c a s u a l t i e s  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  morning. Would they  have been t h e  l e a d  p l a toon?  Do 
you t h i n k  on the march o u t ,  i n  o t h e r  words, t h e  p o i n t  p l a toon?  

A. I t  w a s  e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  t h e  2d P la toon ,  s ir .  I ' m  
n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  But t h e  3d P la toon  w a s  b r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r .  

Q. The 3d P la toon  w a s  b r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r ?  

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  it w a s  t h e  3d P la toon .  I 
t h i n k  we g o t  some f i r e  from ;the v i l l a g e .  

Q- What v i l l a g e ?  

A. My L a i ,  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  I t h i n k  j u s t  a few 
s n i p e r  rounds.  I s t i l l  g o t  my days mixed up. 

So you t h i n k  t h e  1st Platoon--well ,  l e t ' s  p u t  it 
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a 

t h i s  way. With t h e  2d Platoon having rece ived  c a s u a l t i e s  I 

e a r l y  i n  t h a t  morning, seven men a c t u a l l y  t h a t  were evacuated, 
would the  company commander have pu t  the  2d Platoon o u t  on 
t h e  p o i n t ?  ~? 

< 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  

Q You are under t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  3d Platoon 
t h a t  day, w a s  br inging  up the  r e a r  of t h e  company? 

A. Right,  I th ink  so ,  I th ink  it was t h e  1st Pla toon 
leading  o u t l  then  the  2d, and t h e  3d w a s  b r inging  up t h e  r e a r ,  
t h e  rear s e c u r i t y .  I th ink  we were moving out  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and I t h i n k  we had t h e  s t rong  platoon i n  t h e  r e a r .  

Q That  sounds s e n s i b l e ,  Where do you r e c a l l  perhaps,  
o r  what is your impression of where the  command group had 
placed i t s e l f  on t h i s  move? . 

A .  I th ink  we were behind the  2d Platoon a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q g 
So t h e r e  were two platoons between t h e  company com-

mander and h i s  po in t?  

A .  Yes, sir.  I 'm n o t  r e a l l y  su re .  W e  could have been 
mingled i n  wi th  the  2d Platoon., maybe. I 'm n o t  r e a l l y  sure .  

Q About how many people were i n  t h i s  command group 
t h e r e  with s i x  o r  seven of you? 

A ,  Six  o r  seven of my squad, counting myself ,  t h e  
company commander and h i s  RTO and the  a r t i l l e r y  FO and h i s  
RTO . 
Q This w a s  10 o r  11 people. 

A .  Right ,  sir. 

Q How b i g  were t h e s e  r i f l e  p la toons ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. A t  t h i s  time we were p r e t t y  w e l l  up t o  s t r eng th .  
We had been low p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t ime,  on c e r t a i n  people,  but  
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken, we had go t t en  
so re  new personnel i n ,  some replacements. I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  s u r e  
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t h a t  we had a t  t h a t  time. We had redeived q u i t e  a few casual-
ties by t h i s  t ime, and I ' m  s u r e  we had rece ived  some replace-
ments a t  t h i s  time. 

Q Now, i t ' s  my understanding on t h i s  march nor th ,  on 
this p a r t i c u l a r  day, t h a t  you moved out  of t h i s  a r e a ,  you had 
a i r  cover from two choppers out  of br igade headquarters  avia-
t i o n  detachment. Does t h i s  he lp  c l i c k ?  

A. I t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  they gave us cover and f i r e  
a f t e r  w e  had rece ived  s n i p e r  f i r e  from the  v i l l a g e .  

Q What I ' m  th inking  about and the  p o i n t  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t o ,  r e a l l y ,  what a l l  of t h i s  has l e d  up t o ,  and I ap-
p r e c i a t e  your concent ra t ing  every b i t  of remembrance you've 
got.  The company i s  moving along,  you ' re  we l l  p a s t  the  v i l -
lage ,  3 t o  5 c l i c k s  p a s t  the  v i l l a g e ,  $pd you a r e  out  along 
the  f l a t  and open country,  p r e t t y  much f l a t ,  open country,  
r i c e  paddies on each s i d e  of the  t r a i l ,  l a  couple of choppers 
scout ing  i n  f r o n t  of you and t o  your f lanks  t o  p r o t e c t  you 
o r  t o  he lp  p r o t e c t  you, and up t o  t h e  f r o n t  one of these  
choppers starts  c i r c l i n g  of f  t o  the  l e f t .  H e ' s  almost hov-
e r ing .  H e  i s  going i n  a slow c i r c l e  a t  one po in t .  He r e p o r t s  
t h a t  he has go t  a guy up t h e r e  on the  ground, seen t h r e e  of 
them. Two of them disappeared i n  a cave o r  s p i d e r  ho le ,  but  
he had t h i s  guy f ixed .  "Come and g e t  the  p r i soner . "  Does 
t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. Well, t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  r i n g  a 
b e l l ,  because w e  d i d  t h i s  o f t e n .  We.would have someone s p o t  
suspec t s ,  and they would keep them i n  s i g h t  o r  t r y  t o  u n t i l  
we could g e t  t o  the  area .  k ;. 

' I 4  

Q. This  chopper had' t o  hover f o r  about 20 minutes ou t  
the re .  F i n a l l y  two men came up o u t  of the  company, and the  
Vie t  Cong guy w a s  l y i n g  along the  d i t c h  i n  a r i c e  paddy behind 
one of t h e  l i t t l e  d ikes .  The two r i f lemen came up, and the  
Vie t  Cong turned  and looked a t  them. You know, he was l y i n g  
face  down, and one of t h e  r i f lemen bayoneted t h i s  guy and then  
s h o t  him. 

A. This  man, t h e  p r i s o n e r ,  t h e  V i e t  Cong we a r e  t a l k i n g  
about, was he armed? I d o n ' t  remember.ti 

1 I 

, . 
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Q. The guy was l y i n g  f a c e  down i n  the  mud, i n  the  r i c e  
paddy. H e  had been h e l d  t h e r e  by the  chopper. The two r i f l e -
men came up, one of them jabbed him with t h e  bayonet and then  
s h o t  him. This was witnessed from the  chopper. 

A. I d i d n ' t  know anything about t h i s ,  s ir .  

Q - Had you e v e r  heard of anything l i k e  t h a t  down the re?  

A .  No, n o t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I know i f  t h e  CO, i f  
my company commander, Captain RIGGS, had known anything l i k e  
t h i s  o r  even heard it, I know he would have r a i s e d  c a i n  with 
the  people involved. 

Q L e t  me t e l l  you what happened. The chopper p i l o t  
w a s  s o  mad t h a t  over  t h e  r a d i o  he chewed t h e  t a i l  off t h i s  
capta in .  H e  exposed the  chopper and himself and crew i n  a 
h o s t i l e  environment f o r  a per iod  of 20 minutes t o  g e t  a p r i s -
oner ,  and then  when the  ground elements came up, they el imi-
nated t h e  p r i s o n e r  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of him. A t  g r e a t  r i s k  t o  
him and a c r e w ,  he had t r i e d  t o  corner  a p r i s o n e r  t o  g e t  in-
formation. So you can imagine how upse t t ing  t h a t  would be. 

A. Right. 
F 1 

Q So he c a l l e d  the  company commander on t h e  r a d i o  
a;ld wanted t o  know what i n  t h e  h e l l  was going on down t h e r e ,  
and t h e r e  would be a long day before  he would r i s k  h i s  crew 
and corner  another  p r i s o n e r .  And he went on a t i r a d e .  D o  
you remember anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Would you have been i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  have known 
about i t ?  

A. I th ink  i f  t h i s  would have happened, I th ink  I 
would have g o t t e n  word about it down through l t h e  people.  I 
\-:asp r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  the  people i n  my element, The whole com-
pany had been t o g e t h e r  s i n c e  w e  had l e f t  ~ a w g i i ,and w e  were 
a l l  p r e t t y  c lose  toge the r .  And I th ink  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  
would have happened, it would h ive  leaked dofn t o  me o r  some-
on<: e l s e  i n  a command s l o t ,  i f  something l i k e  t h i s  would have 
happened, I don ' t  recall it. I 

I 
I 
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Q The company commander c a l l e d  down t o  t h e  leading
platoon over t h e  company n e t ,  and t h e  p i l o t  could hear  it and 
s o  could t h e  doorgunner. He go t  tb.e p la toon l e a d e r  on the  
r ad io ,  and over  the  r a d l o ,  apparent ly  somebody had t h e  t r ans -
mission bu t ton  s t i l l  down, the  p la toon l e a d e r  i n t e r r o g a t e d  t h e  
two r i f lemen t h a t  had gone over  t o  pickup t h e  p r i soner .  And 
he s a i d ,  "Why d i d  you shoot  him?" And t h e  r i f leman s a i d ,  "Ah-
~ h - A h ...." And the  platoon l e a d e r  s a i d ,  "Did he have a gren-
ade i n  h i s  pocket?" And the  r i f leman s a i d ,  "Yeah, yeah, he 
had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket." And t h i s  doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  
a t  a l l ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened. 
I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything on the  r a d i o  l i k e  t h i s  and from the  peo-
ple .  From my people,  I d i d n ' t  hea r  anything of t h i s  na ture .  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was anybody capable,  i n  t h a t  
company, of p u l l i n g  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so,  sir.  The people t h a t  I knew 
and d e a l t  wi th ,  I th ink  t h a t  they had enough i n i t i a t i v e  on 
t h e i r  own t o  t u r n  over a p r i s o n e r  t o  any platoon l e a d e r  o r  
platoon se rgean t  o r  anybody e l s e .  We made t h i s  a r e g u l a r  
procedure. I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  my people,  i f  we even go t  
a suspect  o r  a p r i s o n e r ,  which we had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of catch-
ing  every now and then,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  we  found them i n  the  
bunkers and s o  on, we d i d n ' t  even ha rass  them. I r e c a l l  one 
i n c i d e n t  where w e  caught about four  o r  f i v e  r e a l  good suspec t s .  
They were i n  a bunker. We d i d n ' t  know t h a t  they were i n  the  
bunker a t  t h i s  time. But we had go t t en  f i r e  from t h e  a r e a  
r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and we knew they were t h e r e ,  because w e  had s e n t  
a squad up ahead t o  scout  out  the  a r e a ,  s o  t o  speak. And they  
ran across  these  ind iv idua l s .  They a l l  ran  and h id .  We got  
them out  of t h e  bunker. I t  'was four  o r  fPve, and they were 
a l l  young men, and we d i d n ' t  f i n d  any weapons o r  anything.  We 
separa ted  them, and they were y e l l i n g  back and f o r t h  t o  each 
o the r ,  t a l k i n g  Vietnamese. W e  6idn ' t  know what they were say-
ing. We were t r y i n g  t o  make them be q u i e t .  So we t r i e d  t o  
make them be q u i e t ,  b u t  they d i d n ' t  q u i t .  W e  t r i e d  our b e s t  
t o  keep them from t a l k i n g .  BuC'yqs f a r  a s  h u r t i n g  t h e  i n d i v i -
dual ,  we d i d n ' t  h u r t  them.' They were l a t e r  picked up by the  
S2 and taken back i n .  

Q. Was t h i s  when you were i n  t h e  Task Force Barker? 
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Q 
P i n k v i l l e  

A* 
time. 

Yes, sir. 

Do you recall where t h i s  . i nc iden t  took place? 

This was--

( In te rpos ing)  About what time i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  
opera t ion?  

I t h i n k  t h i s  might--I'm n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e  about t h e  

Was it before  o r  a f t e r  P i n k v i l l e ?  

It was before .  

Much before?  

A. No. 

Q Who w a s  t h e  company commander a t  the time? 

A. Captain RIGGS . 
Q. Captain R I G G S ?  

A. Yes. 

Q I So a s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned, your company was 
p r e t t y  u p t i g h t  about handl ing p r i soners  and doing th ings  prop-
e r l y  and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing?  

A.  Yes, sir, as f a r  a s  I know. 

Q Was t h e r e  anybody i n  the  company t h a t  was b i t t e r  
about the  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  ? 

A. No, n o t  about t h e  c i v i l i a n  populat ion.  You mean 
by c i v i l i a n s ,  I assume you a r e  t a l k i n g  about women and chi ld-
ren  and o l d  men? 

Q . Yes. 

A. And they were n o t  t h e  Vie t  Cong suspec t s ,  they 
,-eret r e a t e d  r e a l  n ice .  They were t r e a t e d  a s  c i v i l i a n s ,  a s  
women, a s  ch i ld ren ,  and as o l d  people.  
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Q *  Did you ever  hear  of any cases  of rape i n  the  
br igade,  any s t o r i e s  3 

A. No, sir, n o t  rape.  

Q Do you have any i d e a  where MARCK would be? 

A .  MARCK? No, s ir ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. He r o t a t e d  
out  of the  company. He go t  another  assignment t o  some s i g n a l  
b a t t a l i o n ,  I th ink .  But I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q When do you t h i n k  he d i d  t h i s ?  

A .  I'm n o t  s u r e  of t h e  d a t e  and t i m e .  

Q Tha t ' s  Ernest  MARCK, r i g h t ?  He w a s  a PFC? 

A. No, h e ' s  a SP4. 

Q He go t  promoted; then? 

A.  Yes, I be l i eve  so.  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - Can you give me a l i s t  of names of t h e  men you 
th ink  you had with you on t h i s  s e c u r i t y  squad on t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  give you an accura te  l i s t ,  s ir ,  because 
we r o t a t e d  t h e  people i n t o  the weapons p la toon.  Some would 
go ou t  one t ime, and then we would take  a couple of d i f f e r e n t  
guys t h e  next  opera t ion  we had. 

Q - I understand you l i k e d  i t ?  

A. Well, I would r a t h e r  be o u t  wi th  t h e  company than  
back on t h e  f i r e  base somewhere. 

Q You have a l l  t h e  ribbons on your c h e s t  t h a t  you 
have been awarded? 

A .  To my knowledge I do, s i r .  To my knowledge I do. 

Q. You were never wounded? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  Sergeant  BENGE, I want t o  thank you f o r  
coming i n  and t h e  e f f o r t  you have made t o  t r y  t o  remember 
everything.  I know i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t .  I'd l i k e  t o  remind you 
t h a t  you a r e  n o t  supposed t o  d i scuss  t h i s  with a n y b d y .  

A. yes,  sir. 

Q - And I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  out  t o  you, I haven ' t  
t o l d  you before ,  t h e r e  i s  a ques t ion  of whether it w a s  your corn-
pany o r  n o t  t h a t  performed t h i s  inc iden t .  

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  This picking t h i s  p r i s o n e r  up ou t  
of the  rice paddy and shoot ing him, t h e r e  is a ques t ion  of 
whether it was y o u  company o r  wasn 't your company. And you 
have been very,  very h e l p f u l .  You w i l l  no t  t a l k  t o  anybody 
except  an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  body, e i t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
admin i s t r a t ive ,  o r  j u d i c i a l .  

A. This wouldn ' t  be anyone back i n  my u n i t ?  

Q No, sir.  Now, i t ' s  poss ib le  t h a t  a C I D  agent  may 
cone d3wn a ~ dswear you i n  and take some testimony of c e r t a i n  
ques t ions ,  and i f  they  d i d  t h a t ,  it would be p e r f e c t l y  a l l  x igh t .  
That 's  o f f i c i a l .  O r  i f  you come before  the  congress ional  corn-
m i t t e e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  anything you s a i d  he re ,  you can 
t e l l  them. 

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  ask you t o  cont inue t o  th ink  
about t h i s .  You know what I ' m  a f t e r ,  you know what informa-
t i o n  I ' m  looking f o r .  So i f  you could th ink  of anything t h a t  
would throw a l i t t l e  l i g h t  on it t h a t  might come t o  you l a t e r  
on, and it is  p o s s i b l e  because t h i s  has happened. People 
t h i n k  more about it, and something c l i c k s  i n  t h e i r  mind, and 
they remember c e r t a i n  th ings .  

A. Right,  

Q There is  an AUTOVON a t  your p o s t .  You t e l l  them 
you go t  information f o r  t h e  Peers Inquiry.  They w i l l  probably 
g e t  you t o  General H A M B L I N ' s  o f f i c e  i f  h e ' s  s t i l l  o u t  the re .  
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Is he s t i l l  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so ,  sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: But anyway, you g e t  t o  one of 
and c a l l  u s ,  and o u t s i d e  of s ay ing  thank you, 
a p p r e c i a t e  your coming i n .  

t hose  phones 
t h a t ' s  it. I 

The h e a r i n g  is  r ecessed .  

(The hea r ing  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 1 5 0  hours ,  11 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : BRACY, Donald E. 1SG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 February  1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: F i r s t  S e r g e a n t ,  W 3 / 1  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

BRACY d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  o p e r a t i o n  3 ) .t h e  My ~ a i  (pgs .  2 ,  
H e  w a s  n o t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  h i s  company d u r i n g  i t  (pg. 5 )  . 
H e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  about  t h e  n e e d l e s s  s h o o t i n g  o f  women and 
c h i l d r e n  (pg.  9 )  . H e  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  abou t  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
~ e t w e e na i r  and ground u n i t s  (pg. 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  o f  
any mis t r ea tmen t  o f  PW's o r  noncombatants (pg. 9 ) .  H e  was 
very  s u r p r i s e d  when he  r e a d  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  news-
pape r s  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). 
2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

Task - force  h e a d q u a r t e r s  k e p t  t h e  body coun t  s t a t i s t i c s  
(pgs. 9 , lO)  . The coun t  went f i r s t  t o  t h e  company CP and 
then  t a s k  f o r c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  (pg. 1 0 ) .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1443 hours ,  9 February 
1970.) 


COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons are p r e s e n t :  COL 
ARMSTRONG and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tness  i s  F i r s t  Sergeant  Donald E .  BRACY. 

(1SG BRACY was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness  , was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Donald Eugene BRACY , F i r s t  Se rgean t ,  Un ive r s i ty  
of Missouri  a t  Ro l l a ,  ROTC duty ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number: 

, United S t a t e s  Army. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Have you read  the p re l imina ry  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Do you understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  
 Do you have any ques t ions  about them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. You should  unders tand t h a t  t h e r e  are o t h e r  groups 
t a k i n g  tes t imony i n  a l i k e  manner as is be ing  t aken  from you. 
A 1 1  of t h e  tes t imony w i l l  be  f i l e d  and d i g e s t e d  by General  
PEERS, who a lone  has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  come t o  any con-
c l u s i o n s ,  w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and make t h e  recommendations t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army. You're d i r e c t e d  and reminded t h a t  
you w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  wi th  any o t h e r  wi tness  any tes t imony 
t h a t  you may g i v e  here .  Also,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you 
t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  any l e g i s -
l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  board of i n q u i r y  o r  a 
Court-martial ,  any test imony you g ive  h e r e  today w i l l  n o t  be  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  j u s t  he re .  You can t e s t i f y  i n  f r o n t  of  them, 
and anyth ing  you say h e r e  h a s n ' t  anyth ing  t o  do wi th  what 

APP T-347 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

you 'd  s ay  t o  them o r  any th ing  you want t o  t e l l  them. Do you 
unders tand  t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q* On t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968 you w e r e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  
o f  ~ / 3 / 1 ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day and t h i s  p a r t -
i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  you t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  The 
o p e r a t i o n  invo lved  t h r e e  companies of  Task Force  Barker .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e  your company was p a r t  of  Task Force  Barker ,  b a s i c a l l y  
o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  LZ D o t t i e  and LZ Upt ight .  Where w a s  your  
normal s t a t i o n ,  s e r g e a n t ,  when t h e  company w a s  a c t u a l l y  oper-
a t i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. LZ D o t t i e  was where I s t a y e d  most of  t h e  t i m e ,  
between t h e r e  and Duc Pho which was ou r  base  camp, o u r  u n i t  
ba se  camp. 

Q- Duc Pho w a s  your  p a r e n t  u n i t  base  camp? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Were you aware of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  conducted by Task 
Force Barker  around t h e  middle of  March, when t h e y  went i n t o  
an a r e a  which.was commonly known and c a l l e d  i n  t h o s e  days  
P in l rv i l l e?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I f  you can r e c a l l ,  and t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  a c t u a l  
days and t h e  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  t h i s  
i s  t h e  one o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area. Does t h i s  p u t  
you i n t o  a t i m e  frame which you r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  l i n k  t h e  d a t e s  w i th  t h e  oper-
a t i o n .  I r e c a l l  one o r  p o s s i b l y  two o p e r a t i o n s  where a l l  t h e  
companies w e r e  used ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r i g h t  now o r i e n t  myself as 
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t o  what d a t e  it w a s  on o r  even t h e  exact  a r e a .  

Q =  I f  y o u ' l l  come over  t o  t h i s  map, 1'11 t r y  t o  
exp la in  t o  you what t h e  opera t ion  was. 

(Witness i s  shown Exh ib i t  MAP-5.) 

One company was t o  land i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  back nor th  
t o  P i n k v i l l e .  Another company was t o  land i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
about 1,500 t o  1,600 meters south of My Lai (1), P i n k v i l l e ,  
and a t t a c k  nor th .  Two companies l inked  up on t h e  n igh t  16 
March j u s t  south of t h e  Diem Diem River.  A Company t h e  even-
ing  of t h e  1 5 t h ,  had marched down and bivouacked i n  an a r e a  
2 o r  3 ki lometers  nor th  of t h e  Diem Diem River and then  j u s t  
before  d a y l i g h t  took up p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  nor th  bank of  t h e  
Diem Diem River ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  nor th .  
On t h e  17th  A Company moved across  t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  br idge 
and went i n t o  another  defensive p o s i t i o n  j u s t  south of t h e  
r i v e r .  That n i g h t  they were subjec ted  t o  a  sapper  a t t a c k .  
T h e  following day they moved back across  t h e  r i v e r  and moved 
up i n t o  t h e  nor thern  por t ion  of t h e  A 0  where they  went on am-
bush p a t r o l s  and launched d e n i a l  ope ra t ions .  Does t h i s  r e c a l l  
f o r  you t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. Do you remember i n  any g r e a t  d e t a i l  o r  i n  any 
d e t a i l  a t  a l l  t h e  key people who were i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  
company and t h e i r  pos i t ions?  I have p a r t i c u l a r  r e fe rence  t o  
platoon l e a d e r s ,  platoon se rgean t s ,  squad l e a d e r s ,  and com- 
munications personnel?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  The d a t e  of a l l  t h i s  escapes 
me. I do remember t h e  opera t ion .  The a t t a c k  t h a t  they had 
t h a t  n igh t  s t ands  out .  I c o u l d n ' t  say who w a s  i n  charge of 
what platoon a t  t h a t  t ime. We had people going i n  and o u t  of 
t h e  u n i t  on leaves  and R & R ,  and a t  t h a t  time we had 3-day in-
country passes .  The only reason I do know t h a t  during t h i s  
task fo rce  we had s e v e r a l  people t h a t  d i d  go i n  and out  of 
t h e r e ,  some of them were N C O r s .  I would be guessing i f  I 
t r i e d  t o  name everyone t h a t  was i n  a l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  
a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime. 

Q - Well, can you i n d i c a t e  those  t h a t  you t h i n k  might 
or should have been? 
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A. No, sir, n o t  a t  t h i s  t ime,  n o t  with t h e  i n f o r -  
mation t h a t  I have a t  my d i s p o s a l  r i g h t  now, and t h e  lack 
of t i m e ' I  have had t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  I ' m  a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  
f o r  su re .  

Q. Well, i t ' s  n o t  r e a l l y  necessary t h a t  you know 
f o r  sure .  I t ' s  r e a l l y  a ques t ion  of th ink ing  back t o  t h e  
r o s t e r  and t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out  who should have been i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  The 
r o s t e r  you have i n  f r o n t  of you, t h e  r o s t e r  o f  A/3/1 a s  
of 16 March 1 9 6 8 ,  was der ived  from records i n  t h e  a d j u t a n t  
g e n e r a l ' s  department. It should be as  c o r r e c t  a s  w e  can 
make it. So, i f  t hose  men were a v a i l a b l e ,  they  should 
have been i n  p o s i t i o n s .  They may have been on R&R,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  o t h e r  men may have taken t h e i r  p lace .  W e  can 
a l l  understand t h i s .  I f  t h e r e ' s  anything you can pu t  i n  
Like t h i s ,  any information you can supply u s ,  it w i l l  be 
very h e l p f u l  . 
A. Now, Sergeant  ELLIOT, who was t h e  1st Platoon 
se rgean t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  he was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Ser-
geant  CHAPPEL a l s o .  He was a squad l e a d e r ,  and I ' m  no t  
s u r e  a t  t h i s  time what platoon he was i n  on t h i s  p a r t -  
i c u l a r  da te .  W e  d id  move people around p e r i o d i c a l l y .  When 
we would r ece ive  c a s u a l t i e s  too  heavy i n  one p la toon ,  w e  
would move him t o  another .  T h a t ' s  why i t ' s  s o  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  determine on t h i s  one p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  who w a s  as-
s igned where. 

Q I can d e f i n i t e l y  understand what a problem it 
i - ,  b u t  you're doing f i n e  if you can j u s t  cont inue along 
t h i s  way. These gentlemen may no t  have been i n  t h e  pos- 
itior. tha-t; you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  b u t  they  may have. Right 
2ow v.e 'rc looking f o r  t h e s e  ind iv idua l s  who may have been 
so  w e  can g e t  them and ask them ques t ions .  

A. Another name i s  Sergeant BENGE who w a s  a mortar 
squad leader .  Many t imes personnel  were p u l l e d  from t h e  
w.:apGns p la toon of  t h e  company t o  go along a s  s e c u r i t y  f o r  
tlie command group. The company w a s  understrength and Ser- 
c: . a n t  BE;JGE wen-t: on almost every opera t ion  t h a t  w e  had, b u t  
1: can ' t  pe s u r e .  I 'm n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  I 'm r e l a t i v e l y  s u r e  
t h , ' z S e r j e a n t  BENGE was on t h a t  opera t ion  with s e v e r a l  of  
his men, poss ib ly  i n  along with ithe command group. 

B 
1 
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Q Would you know who would be t h e  company commander's 
RTO? 

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who it was a t  t h a t  t ime.  
H e  had a day o f f ,  s o  t o  speak, p r e t t y  f requent .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  being ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  with t h e  
company on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  I was no t .  

You were no t  t h e  opera t ion?  

A .  I was t o l d  no t  t o  go f a r t h e r  than Dot t i e .  

Q. You were a t  Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Wercl you a t  Dot t i e  f o r  t h e  . f u l l  3 days? Do you
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  I may have 
made a t r i p  t o  Duc Pho and back during t h a t  per iod .  I went 
down t h e r e  on admin i s t r a t ive  t r i p s  once o r  twice a week, 
sometimes by jeep ,  sometimes by h e l i c o p t e r .  I ' m  no t  t h a t  
su re  i f  I w a s  t h e r e  t h e  whole 3 days o r  n o t .  I know I was 
t h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  a t t a c k ,  t h e  sapper  a t t a c k ,  t h e  gren-
ade a t t a c k .  I was a t  Dot t i e  t h a t  n i g h t  s o  I would have na t -
u r a l l y  been t h e r e  t h e  next  morning a l s o .  I d i d  go ou t  t h e  
next morning, and I picked up some of t h e  dead and took them 
t o  Chu Lai  by chopper. 

Q. Can you name any of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  of t h i s  a t -
tack o r  numbers? 

A. Not f o r  su re .  There was two o r  t h r e e  dead, seem-
ed t o  me. I would t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  two dead a t  t h e  t ime. I 
made many of t h e s e  t r i p s  t o  pick up dead and wounded person-
n e l .  This one I may have confused with another  t r i p .  I t  
seems t h a t  t h e r e  were two men k i l l e d ;  it may have been more 
and may have only been one. I t ' s  kind of vague. 

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  hazard a r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  
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A. N o ,  s ir .  The wounded were picked up a t  n i g h t .  
The dus tof  f came i n  a t  n i g h t  and picked up wounded a s  I 
remember. The dead w e r e  t h e  on ly  ones t h a t  w e r e  l e f t  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  t h e  n e x t  morning. 

Q A I L  r i g h t .  There w a s  an E-5 GMNHAM k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And an E-3 SEVIER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. The wounded were CRUZ, an E-5, F r a n c i s  CRUZ. 

A. H e  w a s  wounded, b u t  I d o n ' t  recall  e x a c t l y  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q. Andy DOUGLAS? 

A. DOUGLAS, yes  , sir. 

Q. A r e  you s u r e ?  

A. I recal l  him. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Wayne MCGUIM, ano the r  E-4? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  name, sir. 

Q James STILES, E-3? 

A .  I remember h i s  name, b u t  I don 't connect  it wi th  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q . W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  according t o  t h i s  r e c o r d ,  t w o  
were k i l l e d  and f i v e  w e r e  wounded. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  it. T h a t ' s  j u s t  about  t h e  
way I f i g u r e d  it was. 

Q. Then you had t h i s  p r e t t y  w e l l  f i x e d  i n  your mind, 
this opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q Well, I ' d  apprec ia te  it i f  you can go and iden-
t i f y  anybody e l s e ,  who they might have been. That Sergeant  
BENGE is  j u s t  t h e  kind of t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  check. 

A .  Well,  I woull say t h a t  he was a squad l e a d e r  o r  
ac t ing  squad l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t ime,  I b e l i e v e .  Even though he 

. may not  have been a squad l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  
I ' m  su re  he was t h e r e .  And l a t e r  he became a squad l eader .  
He may n o t  have been a squad l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime. L e t ' s  
keep it t h a t  way. 

Q =  To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge, have . a l l  those  
men r o t a t e d  home? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Most of t h e s e  men t h a t  were t h e r e ,  we 
a l l  went t o g e t h e r  from Hawaii a s  a u n i t .  I was only i n  
t h e  company 4 days before  we moved. I d i d n ' t  know one o r  
two people i n  t h e  company when we l e f t  Hawaii, b u t  you g e t  
t o  know them p r e t t y  f a s t  i n  combat. You asked about  r a d i o  

'opera tors .  He operated t h e  r a d i o  of f  and on almost t h e  whole 
time we were over  t h e r e .  

Q. For t h e  company commander? 

A. He d i d  opera te  f o r  t h e  company commander s e v e r a l  
t imes,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know i f  it was during t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion  o r  n o t .  I f  he d i d n ' t ,  he would know probably 
b e t t e r  than me who was opera t ing  it. 

Did t h e  company have a communications se rgean t?  

A. - ,..,> 
Y e s ,  b u t  he was a t  base camp i n  Duc Pho. 

Q. Do you know who' t h e  r a d i o  opera to r s  were? 

A .  No, s i r .  Many times they were changed i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  He had no communication with t h e  r a d i o  opera to r s .  
W e  were some 50 miles  d i s t a n t .  H i s  communication was from 
h i s  l a n d l i n e  t o  me, and he was ou t  of con tac t  wi th  any 
o the r  r a d i o  opera to r s  t h a t  would be o u t  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  
So, he wouldn ' t  know who was assigned u n t i l  he go t  a r o s t e r .  
Sergeant LAMB, he was an E-4 a t  t h e  time I suppose. I ' m  
su re  he was t h e r e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  a t t a c k .  I 
seem t o  r e c a l l  somebody s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  t o  h i m ' t h e  next  day. 
I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e  j u s t  what it was, bu t  I d i d .  Sergeant  
LAMB'S was t h e  p la toon t h a t  rece ived  t h e  most c a s u a l t i e s .  
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Q. What p la toon would t h a t  be ,  would you r e c a l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q, The way t h e  company commander opera ted ,  would 

you presume then t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon would be a t  p o i n t  

p o s i t i o n  t h e  next  day? 


.An 	, .  Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  

Q. I f  it rece ived  t h e  most c a s u a l t i e s  from t h e  
a t t a c k  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re ,  t h e  sapper  a t t a c k ,  would he  have 
a tendency t o  keep t h a t  platoon i n  t h e  main body of t h e  
company 'as it moved out?  

A. I t h i n k  so .  Of course Captain RIGGS, I b e l i e v e ,  
was t h e  commander of t h e  company a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I wasn ' t  
r e a l l y  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  way he operated because I h a d n ' t  
been with him long enough. I h a d n ' t  had a chance t o  become 
f a m i l i a r  with h i s  method of opera t ion .  But r ece iv ing  
c a s u a l t i e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  I would say he would n o t  pu t  it i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  companies. Again, I c o u l d n ' t  be su re .  He may 
have done j u s t  t h e  oppos i te .  Knowing Captain RIGGS, he 
would put  them up t h e r e  as punishment and t h a t ' s  it. Ser-
geant  RAVENCRAFT, my weapons platoon s e r g e a n t ,  could have 
been with them t h a t  n igh t .  H e  went o u t  occas iona l ly  
although he was requ i red  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  f i r e  base  because 
of being a weapons p la toon se rgean t .  We had mor tars ,  and 
the , - rlorlnally kept  them on t h e  f i r e  base unless  it was 
needed i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  type  of opera t ion .  I c o u l d n ' t  be 
s u r e  whether he was with them. He may have been a t  t h e  
f i r e  base f o r  mortar opera t ions .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Ser- 

-	 geant RAVENCRAFT being a t  t h e  f i r e  base.  He may n o t  even 
have been i n  t h e  company a t  t h e  time. He was i n  t h e  company 
when we went and he went t o  b a t t a l i o n  with t h e  S2  and t h e n  
he came back t o  us again.  While he was gone, Sergeant  
W-ITAKABE was t h e  platoon se rgean t .  So I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re  
&out  Sergeant RAVENCRAFT, whether he was t h e r e  a t  t h e  time 
or  no t .  Sergeant  TUMACDER, he was t h e  2d Platoon platoon 
se rgean t ,  and I ' m  s u r e  he w a s  i n  t h e  company. 

RCDR: Would you s p e l l  those  names f o r  us p lease?  

A. Sergeant  TUMACDER, T-U-M-A-C-D-E-R. He w a s  with 
us the  f u l l  t ime. He was never wounded o r  a casuajlty during 
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t h e  whole y e a r ,  and he was o u t ,  and he  was always with +.he 
platoon almost t h e  whole time it moved. I r e m e h e r  him 
f o r  t h i s ,  always being dependable and being r i g h t  t h e r e  
when t h e  going gnt  rough. Other than  t h a t ,  t h a t  I s  about 
a l l  t h a t  I can th ink  of t h a t  might he lp .  I went with t h e  
company on s e v e r a l  of t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and some of t h e  
commanders l e f t  it up t o  me t o  be where I was needed most. 
This p a r t i c u l a r  one I d id  n o t  go on, but  I went o u t  t o  
pick up c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q. Did you hear  any t a l k  when you went out  t h e r e  
t h e  next  day about how t h e  o t h e r  two companies d i d  on t h e i r  
pa r t  of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No. 

Q. You heard no comments about needless  shoot ing
of women ox ch i ld ren .  

I 

A. No.. I heard nothing of t h i s  s o r t .  

Q- Did you hear  any comments about confronta t ion  
between a chopper p i l o t  and one of t h e  r i f l e  companies, 
where they went t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t r a i n i n g  t h e  chopper 's  
machineguns on t h e  r i f l e  company o r  people i n  t h e  r i f l e  
company? 

A. No. 

Q. Sergeant  BRACY, d i d  you hea r  how Colonel HENDERSON 
picked up two Vietnamese th inking  they  were perhaps p r i soners  
and flew them t o  Dot t ie?  They found o u t  t h a t  they  were PF's  
and they had been captured by t h e  Vie t  Cnng? 

A. No,
! 

Q. A t  any time d id -  you hear  about p r i s o n e r s ,  improper 
handling of p r i s o n e r s ,  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants, o r  c i v i l i a n  
Viet Cong sympathizers? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. Who kep t  t r a c k  of t h e  body count ,  t h e  V i e t  Cnng 
body count ,  during t h e  company's opera t ions  and Task Force 
Barker? 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, t a s k  fo rce  headquar te rs  k e p t  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c s .  

Q- The company d i d  n o t ?  

' A. N n i  s ir .  W e  d i d n ' t .  W e  d i d n ' t  keep any. 

Qz When t h e  company k i l l k d  a VC, it was r e p o r t e d  
back through normal communications channels?  

A. She count wou.ld come through t o  o u r  CP a s  f a r  
a s  how many weapons were captured  by r a d i o .  The i n i t i a l  
count would be  p laced  always a t  t a s k  fo rce  headquar t e r s .  
And I made no e f f o r t  t o  keep an accura t e  r eco rd  n f  t h e  
number k i l l e d  o r  captured.  I 

Q. Did you r e c a l l  a body; count of  a t  l e a s t  one on 
t h e  day fo l lowing  t h e  sapper  a t t b c k  when t h e  company moved 
n o r t h  of t h e  r i v e r  and up i n t o  - t h e  AO? . 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  recB11. A s  n e a r  a s  I can 
r e c a l l ,  $here was none. I don 'ti r e c a l l  anyone g i v i n g  a 
body courit on t h e  sapper  a t t a c k . '  

I -

Q. No. I mean t h e  day fo l lowing  t h e  sappe r  a t t a c k ,  
t h e  ope ra t ion  and t h e  movement of t h e  company n o r t h .  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Sergeant ,  do you have anything t h a t  you'd l i k e  
t o  aZd a t  a l l  o r  any ques t ions  you'd l i k e  t o  ask o r  any 
s tz tements  you'd l i k e  t o  make f o r  t h e  record? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Then I ' d  l i k e  t o  remind you aga in  t h a t  you w i l l  
not  d i scuss  t h i s  tes t imony wi th  anybody, p a r t i c u l a r l y  any 
f u t u r e  wi tnesses  o r  any o t h e r  wi tnesses .  Do n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h i s  wi th  anybody o u t s i d e  t h i s  i nqu i ry .  When t h i s  in format ion  
h i t  t h e  news media l a s t  September o r  October 1969, do you 
recall what your r e a c t i o n  was? , 
A. Y e s ,  sir. I was surpbised .  I had no i d e a  t h a t  
anything l i k e '  t h i s  had taken  p lace .  Qf course ,  I knew 
Cagtain MEDINA, n o t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t - I  knew him o r  t a l k e d  t o  
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him. He'd been i n  our co,mpany throughout those  days. We 
a t e  i n  t h e  same messhall .  I was j u s t  s u r p r i s e d ,  kind of 
shocked, if it was t r u e .  I f  something l i k e  t h i s  d i d  t a k e  
p l a c e ,  t h e n  t h a t  was my r e a c t i o n ,  complete surpri .se .  

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  a member of t h e  America1 Divis ion 
s i n c e  t h i s  has  been announced i n  p u b l i c .  Have you d iscussed  
o r  t a l k e d  t o  anybody from d i v i s i o n ?  I mean from t h e  b r igade ,  
t h e  company, t h e  p la toon ,  and t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  o r  anybody 
connected w i t h  My Lai? 

A. No, sir. 

a.  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  you've been i s o l a t e d  t o  a 
g r e a t  degree. 

A. I n  my assignment I ' m  kind of-- 

COL ARMSTRONG: Well., i f  you- have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions  o r  
don ' t  wish t o  make a s ta tement  we' 11 r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1516 hours ,  9 February 
19 70 ..) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CARIS, P a t  B. SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 3  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: P l a t o o n  S e r g e a n t ,  Second P l a t o o n ,  A/3/1. 

The w i t n e s s  was wounded i n  Janua ry  1968 and d i d  n o t  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f i e l d  u n t i l  l a t e  March. H e  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 3 ) .  H e  was w i t h  t h e  company 
f o r  a month and  t h e n  c o n t r a c t e d  malaria (pg .  3 ) .  H e  ha5 
n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  anyone s i n c e  it came t o  t h e  
p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  knew n o t h i n g  abou t  a n  
i n c i d e n t  i n  which a VC s u s p e c t  was k i l l e d  by EIKENBERRY 
and DAVIS a f t e r  b e i n g  c o r n e r e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  
(pgs .  6 - 8 ) .  H e  knew of  no i n c i d e n t s  i n  which PW's were 
murdered (pg.  8)  . 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1307 h o u r s ,  1 3  February 

1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
MAJ APICI, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  P a t  B. 

CARIS. 


(SFC CARIS w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  


RCDR: W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  service, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. 	 I ' m  P a t  B.  CARIS, Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  

I ' m  ass igned  t o  t h e  F i f t h  U.S. Army I n s t r u c t o r  Group, 


, .with du ty  s t a t i o n  	a t  t h e  Western M i l i t a r y  Academy, i n  Al ton,  
' ~ l l i n o i s .  

RCDR: You're i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant  CARIS, have you r e a d  t h e  p re l imina ry  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have.  

Q. D o  you unders tand them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. On my r i g h t  i s  Major APICI who i; also a  member o f  
this i n v e s t i g a t i v e  committee. I ' m  Colonel  ARMSTRONG. We've 
been des igna ted  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  t o ' a s s i s t  
General PEERS i n  conduct ing t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  General  PEERS 
has  q u i t e  a s t a f f  t o  h e l p  him i n  t h i s ,  b u t  it i s  h i s  
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  alone t o  weigh t h e  testimony t h a t  i s  taken and 
come t o  t h e  conclusions and make t h e  recommendations. There 
a r e  o t h e r  groups, such a s  t h i s ,  t ak ing  testimony from wi tnesses .  
So f a r  over 350 wi tnesses  have been examined. General PEERS 
and severa l  of h i s  people have gone t o  Vietnam and i n t e r r o g a t e d  
Vietnamese, have v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  headquar ters  and t h e  
phys ica l  a r e a .  The way I wish t o  conduct t h i s  i s  t o  go o f f  t h e  
record a f t e r  a pe r iod  i n  which I w i l l ,  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l ,  b r i e f  
you as t o  t h e  opera t ion  of  Task Force Barker i n  t h e  middle of  
March 1968, wi th  a view t o  r e f r e s h i n g  your memory i n  t h e  hope 
t h a t  you can remember i n  d e t a i l  some of t h e  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  
opera t ion .  W e  a r e  very informal  i n  t h i s  type  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
because we ' re  a team t h a t ' s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  information from 
each o the r .  I ' m  hoping by g iv ing  you c e r t a i n  l i t t l e  p ieces  
of information,  a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  a t ime,  t h a t  w i l l  l ead  you 
i n t o  remembering on your own. I have no d e s i r e  a t  a l l  t o  t r y  
t o  p u t  any words i n  your mind o r  i n  your mouth. Do you under-
s t a n d  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Would you t e l l  me what your p o s i t i o n  was, Sergeant  
CARIS? 

A. I was t h e  platoon se rgean t  of  t h e  2d Platoon,  A 
Company t h e r e .  

Q You were t h e  Platoon se rgean t ,  2d Pla toon,  A Corn-
pany, 3d Bat tal ion--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1st I n f a n t r y .  

Q What were t h e  d a t e s  you were i n  Company A? 

A .  I was assigned t o  t h e  br igade  when they f i r s t  got 
a c t i v a t e d  i n  Hawaii and was i n  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e .  

Q What was t h i s  da te?  

A.  I ' d  say about Apr i l  1966. 

Q .  Apr i l  1966 joined t h e  br igade? 

A. The br igade ,  yes ,  s ir .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  when they  
a c t u a l l y  a c t i v a t e d  t h e  o u t f i t  f o r  Vietnam. 
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Q* W e l l  l e t ' s  go from about  December 1967, and t e l l  
me what happened and what your s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  b r i g a d e  w a s .  

A. I w a s  s t i l l  a p l a toon  s e r g e a n t  of  t h e  sompany when 
we landed i n  Vietnam. I n  January we were i n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a  
per iod of  about  1 month i n  a  s o r t  of  sec luded  o r  f a i r l y  s a f e  
a r e a  nea r  t h e  beach,  a long  t h e  beach on t h e  South China Sea. 
And on 1 9  January  I g o t  wounded. The squad l e a d e r  i n  back of  
me s tepped  on a mine and I g o t  t h e  sh rapne l  i n  t h e  back of  my 
arm and was h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r ,  oh ,  about  a month and a h a l f .  
I wrote  t o  one o f  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t s  i n  t h e  company. 
m e n  they  f i r s t  formed t h i s  t a s k  f o r c e  I had no knowledge o f  
it because I w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Then, I w a s  r e c u p e r a t i n g  
down i n  Cam Rahn Bay. The o t h e r  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  com-
pany no l o n g e r  worked f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e ,  t h a t  t hey  had formed 
a t a s k  f o r c e  and they  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t a s k  Force.  I g o t  o u t  
of t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  e a r l y  March, and I s t ayed  back t h e r e  i n  t h e  
b r igade  r e a r  f o r  about  a week, g a t h e r i n g  a l l  my c l o t h i n g  and 
what have you. I had t o  s t r a i g h t e d  up a l l  t h e  equipment I had 
and I r e j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  i n  LZ D o t t i e .  I was t h e r e  2 days when 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  had gone s o  I a c t u a l l y  d i d n ' t  go on t h a t  par-  
t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  I was back i n  t h e  company rear t h e n  i n  LZ 
Do t t i e .  I s t a y e d  t h e r e  and t o  my knowledge I had no knowledge 
of what was go ing  on because I s t a y e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  t e n t  
area. We had a l i t t l e  r e s t  camp t h a t  w e  b u i l t ,  t h r e e  t e n t s  i n  
t h e r e .  I remember t h e  company going o u t  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
ope ra t ion .  So I s t a y e d  back t h e r e  f o r  about  ano the r  week o r  
two p i c k i n g  up my s t r e n g t h  and then  going wi th  t h e  u n i t  a g a i n  
on t h e  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q. You r e c a l l  what d a t e  t h a t  you went back t o  t h e  
f i e l d ?  

A. O h , , i t  was t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  March, I t h i n k ,  t h a t  

I s t a r t e d  going o u t  on o p e r a t i o n s .  U n t i l  t hen  I s t a y e d  back i n .  


Q. Okay, l e t ' s  say y o u ' r e  back wi th  t h e  company, go 
ahead. 

A. Yeah. I s t ayed  w i t h  them f o r  about  ano the r  month 
whi le  we w e r e  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  up i n  t h a t  t a s k  f o r c e  and I con-
t r a c t e d  ma la r i a  and went i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  aga in .  This  same 
buddy t h a t  wro te  t o  m e  k e p t  me i n  c o n t a c t  a s  t o  wha t ' s  happen-
i n g  back t h e r e .  He t o l d  me t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  had disbanded and 
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t h a t  t hey  were back w i t h  t h e  b r igade  i n  t h e  Duc Pho area. I 
r e j o i n e d  them aga in  when I came o u t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  t h e  
malaria, a t  Duc Pho aga in .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  go back t o  September and October 
o f  t h i s  p a s t  f a l l ,  1969. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. J u s t  t h i s  l a s t  f a l l .  Where w e r e  you s t a t i o n e d  t h e n ,  
a t  Western M i l i t a r y ?  

A. Western M i l i t a r y ,  ye s ,  sir. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  S ince  September-October, when t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  o r  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  news media, have you t a l k e d  
t o  anyone from t h e  o l d  company o r  t h e  b r igade?  

A. No, I h a v e n ' t .  No, sir. There i s  on ly  two o f  us 
a c t i v e  Army t h e r e  a t  t h e  academy, a c a p t a i n  and myse l f .  The re ' s  
no o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e r e .  

Q. . H e ' s  n o t  an A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion  o f f i c e r ?  

A. NO,  sir .  H e ' s  from t h e  o l d  1st I n f a n t r y ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. So s i n c e  t h a t  t ime you have n o t  spoken t o  anyone 
about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  who might have been connected w i t h  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

A l l  r i g h t .  

(COL ARMSTRONG o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i tnes s  as t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  as it w a s .  known t o  have occur red . )  

Now, Se rgean t  CARIS, I ' v e  o u t l i n e d  on t h e  map t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force Barker  d u r i n g  t h e .  p e r i o d  o f  15 t o  26 
March a s  it p e r t a i n e d  t o  A Company, Bravo Company and C h a r l i e  
Company. Would you e x p l a i n  where you t h i n k  you were d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  and why? 

A. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  Capta in  SHELTON g o t  h i t ,  L i e u t e n a n t  
JONES had assumed command. W e  had moved up t o  LZ Upt igh t .  
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~tw a s  t h e r e  t h a t  Captain  RIGGS assumed command o f  t h e  company. 
We had d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s  from LZ Upt igh t .  We always l aage red  
up a t  LZ Upt igh t  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  We had a few squad ambush-type 
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  n i g h t .  T h a t ' s  a s  f a r  as I remember, t hen  I f e l t  
t h e  symptoms of ma la r i a  on me, nauseous,  p e r i o d i c  h igh  tempera- 
t u r e  and swea t ing ,  p e r i o d i c  swea t ing  and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  
They thought  I had c o n t r a c t e d  m a l a r i a .  They had s e n t  me back 
t o  LZ D o t t i e  where w e  had s e t  up a d i spensa ry  t h e r e .  The 
c a p t a i n  thought  I had malaria. Then they  were p r e t t y  s u r e  it 
was malaria and evacuated m e  a l l  t h e  way t o  Chu L a i .  I 
wouldn ' t  know e x a c t l y  what month it w a s .  I s t a y e d  t h e r e  and 
then  was sh ipped  t o  a h o s p i t a l  f o r  my t r e a t m e n t  o f  ma la r i a .  
When I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  u n i t  t hey  were back i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  o u r  b a t t a l i o n  AO. 

Q* Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  you r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  u n i t  
after the '  ma la r i a  t r ea tmen t?  

4 
bs 

A. March o r  A p r i l  o r  May, I ' m  n o t  s u r e  on t h a t .  

a- You,mentioned L i e u t e n a n t  JONES, what e v e r  happened 
t o  L i e u t e n a n t  JONES? 

A. W e l l  h e  was a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  company. He 
w a s  always a p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

Q= What p l a toon  l e a d e r ,  which p l a toon?  

A. H e  had t h e  3d P la toon  o f  Alpha Company. 

Q. Do you know what e v e r  happened t o  him? Was he  
t h e r e  when you r e t u r n e d  from ma la r i a?  

A. , Y e s (  s i r .  H e  w'as t h e r e .  

Q. What was L i e u t e n a n t  LUNDEEN's p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
company? 

A. He was t h e  weapons p l a toon  l e a d e r  when I was t h e r e .  

Q. Was h e  a l s o  some k ind  o f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 
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Q .  NOW, ~ ' mgoing t o  d e s c r i b e  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  t ook  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  company w h i l e  you w e r e  gone, presumably w h i l e  you 
were gone, hoping t h a t  you can r e c a l l  somebody t e l l i n g  you 
about  t h i s .  I ' l l  feed  it t o  you l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  t o  see if you 
can remember it. I ' m  making t h e  assumption t h a t  you w e r e  gone 
when t h i s  occur red .  The company has  f i n i s h e d  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
o p e r a t i c n  and h a s  n o t  y e t  moved back t o  Duc Pho. Th i s  i s  t h e  
day of 1 8  o r  19 March and t h e y ' r e  moving a c r o s s  count ry .  They 
a r c  covered w i t h  a couple  of choppers ,  r o u t e  marches. T h i s  
r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h  you? 

No, sir. 

Q. One o f  t h e  choppers i s  f l y i n g  low and one o f  t h e  
choppers f l y i n g  h igh .  These a r e  t h e  H-23-type now, n o t  t h e  
s l i c k s .  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q They ' re  be ing  used a s  reconna issance  and p ro t ec -
t i o n .  Does t h i s  happen very o f t e n ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q. You don' t p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember choppers f l y i n g  
cover  f o r  you? 

A. W e  had on one i n c i d e n t .  W e  had t h e  Phantoms where 
c a p t a i n  SHELTON went on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  when he  g o t  wounded. I 
t h i n k  i t  w a s  an extended o p e r a t i o n  o f  about  a week o r  two and 
they  had t h e  Phantoms. C h a r l i e  Company o r  Bravo Company made 
c o n t a c t  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and t h e y  c a l l e d  an a i r  s t r i k e  on it. 
W e  went i n  t o  check t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a i r  s t r i k e  a f t e r  t h e  
wholc t h i n g  was over .  T h a t ' s  why I t h i n k  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
day t h a t  evening  t h a t  Capta in  SHELTON g o t  h i t  and I w a s  p inned  
on t h e  b r i d g e  and he  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  way when h e  g o t  h i t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  day t h a t  EIKENBERRY and DAVIS 
went ove r  and cap tured  a V i e t  Cong who had a, c a r b i n e  and t h e n  
DAVIS l a t e r  on w a s  wounded? 

A .  NO, I s u r e  c a n Q tremember t h a t .  

Q You remember DAVIS? 
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A .  I know EIKENBERRY. I f  I see him, I w i l l  probably 
remember who h e  i s ,  but--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  w a s  " L i t t l e  Tom. " A good f r i e n d  
of  EIKENBERRY 's. 
A .  The name sounds f a m i l i a r .  I c a n ' t  s e e m  t o  g e t  a 
p i c t u r e  o f  him. 

Q .  Okay. The t i m e  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e  t o  you t h e  
company w a s  p roceeding  a long  and t h e  choppers w e r e  f l y i n g  cover  
f o r  them, o u t  i n  f r o n t  and t o  t h e  f l a n k s .  The 'company was 
going a c r o s s  a r i c e  paddy a r e a  and one o f  t h e  choppers s t a r t e d  
hovering-. I t  c a l l e d  and s a i d  t hey  had a VC cornered  and wanted 
somebody t o  come and g e t  him. You remember t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q .  And two men went o u t  from t h e  company, presumably
from t h e  l e a d  p l a toon .  They g o t  up t o  him and one o f  them 
jabbed him w i t h  a bayonet  and then  s h o t  him w h i l e  he was l a y i n g  
t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- T h i s  made t h e  chopper p i l o t  real mad. The war ran t  
o f f i c e r  p i l o t  chewed o u t  t h e  c a p t a i n  company commander, because 
t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  had k e p t  h i s  chopper hover ing  p r a c t i c a l l y  
f o r  20  minutes  i n  t h a t  area exposing h i s  equipment and h i s  crew, 
t o  g e t  a  p r i s o n e r .  Then t h e s e  two men went o u t  and s h o t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r .  

A. W e l l ,  I s u r e  d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. Now t h a t  would make t h e  chopper p i l o t  r e a l  mad, you 
unders tand why? 

A. Sure .  

Q. H e  chewed o u t  t h e  company commander and t h e  company 
Commander c a l l e d  t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r .  The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  t u r n e d  
around and asked t h e  r i f l e m a n ,  "Why d i d  you s h o o t  t h a t  t h a t  guy?" 
And t h e  r i f l eman  s a y s ,  "~h,ah,ah,ah,ah,ah,ah,ah," and t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r  s a y s ,  "You mean he  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocke t?"  
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The r i f l eman  s a y s ,  "Yes, he  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket.." Now 
t h i s  came o v e r  t h e  a i r .  I f  t h i s  would have happened, do you 
t h i n k  you would have hea rd  about  i t ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I would have. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I 
would have. 

Q- Because t h i s  came over  t h e  r a d i o .  They hea rd  it 
i n  t h e  chopper. Not on ly  t h e  p i l o t  heard  i t ,  b u t  t h e  gunners 
hea rd  it. The doorgunners hea rd  it. 

A .  W e l l ,  I s u r e  c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t ,  no, s ir .  

Q You know o f  any i n c i d e n t  where p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  
murdered? 

A. No, n o t  t o  my knowledge. I a c t u a l l y  on ly  remained 
t h e r e  I t h i n k  a s h o r t  l e n g t h  of t i m e  du r ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  
Barker.  I completed t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  wi th  Capta in  SHELTON when 
he  g o t  wounded, and I ' d  say  about  3 o r  4 days wh i l e  w e  w e r e  up 
i n  Upt igh t  and t h a t  was a l l .  I ' d  say  a t  t h e  most on o p e r a t i o n s  
w i th  Task Force  Barker  I s p e n t  p o s s i b l y  about  2 weeks, a t  t h e  
most,  because I was e i t h e r  coming o u t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  going 
i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod .  

Q. A Company was wi th  Task Force  Barker  abou t  7 , 
weeks as you w i i l  r e c a l l .  

COL ARMSTRONG: W e l l  a t  t h i s  t ime I ' d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you,  
Sergeant  CARIS, t h a t  you a r e  reminded t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  t a l k  
about  wha t ' s  gone on i n  t h i s  room t o  anyone e x c e p t  a j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  I would a l s o  l i k e  
t o  s ay  i f  you have any documents, p i c t u r e s ,  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  
of  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  would he  h e l p f u l  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e  
would a p p r e c i a t e  you sending  them t o  u s .  I f  you do,  we w i l l  
d u p l i c a t e  them and r e t u r n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r i g h t  back t o  you. I 
d o n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  you 'd  be  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  any o f  t h e s e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  groups,  b u t  i f  t hey  a r e  o f f i c i a l ,  any th ing  t h a t  
you 've  s a i d  h e r e  can b e  s a i d  i n  f r o n t  of  them. There i s  no 
r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h a t ,  T would a l s o  l i k e  t o  thank  you f o r  coming. 
I f  w e  knew you weren'  t t h e r e ,  we probably wou ldn ' t  have 
c a l l e d  you a t  t h i s  t ime.  I a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n .  X w i l l  
s ay  aga in  you a r e  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  what went on h e r e  
today.  

8 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 


Q- I a p p r e c i a t e  you coming i n .  


A. W i l l  you be needing me f u r t h e r ?  

Q. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  b u t  w e  w i l l  have t o  check. 

We 	 w i l l  r ecess  now. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1342 hours ,  1 3  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CHAPPEL, Herber t  L. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 )IARCH 1968: P la toon  S e r g e a n t ,  
Thi rd  P la toon ,  A/3/1. 

1. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a.  Actions on t h e  16 th .  

They moved i n t o  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  1 6 t h  
(pg. 7 ) .  Two men from CHAPPEL'S p l a t o o n  were k i l l e d  by 
booby t r a p s  t h a t  day (pg. 7 )  . 

b .  Act ions  on t h e  17 th .  

The p l a t o o n  moved a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  17 th  
and searched t h e  beach b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  company (pg. 9 )  . 
That n i g h t  they  w e r e  h i t  by grenades and two men were 
k i l l e d  (pg. 9 ) .  

c. Act ions  on t h e  18th .  

L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER came t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  
on t h e  18 th  and " i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  a r e a "  (pg. 1 0 )  . The company 
then sea rched  a v i l l a g e  where they  found-some uniforms (pg .10) .  
A s  they began t o  move a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  they  r e c e i v e d  some 
s n i p e r  f i r e  which pinned down t h e  company f o r  awhi le  
p g .  1 ) .  CHAPPEL deployed a squad t o  p u t  down t h e  enemy 
f i r e  s o  t h e  company could  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  
Tnat n i g h t  CHAPPEL'S p la toon  guarded t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 1 3 ) .  
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d.  Ac t ions  on t h e  1 9 t h .  

The w i t n e s s  remembered t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  which 
were f l y i n g  cove r  t h a t  day c o r n e r e d  a VC w i t h  a c a r b i n e  
(pg.  16) . The p i l o t  wanted t h e  webbing (pg. 1 7 ) . H e  d i d  
n o t  remember a s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e  s u s p e c t s  were 
k i l l e d  t h u s  c a u s i n g  a n  a i r  t o  ground argument between t h e  
p i l o t  and t h e  company commander (pgs. 1 7 ,  1 8 ) .  

2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  had n o t  d i scussed '  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  anyone s i n c e  i t  became a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge 
(pg.  6 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1442 hour s ,  1 3  
February 19 70.  ) 

cOL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t : COL ARMSTRONG, 
MAJ APICI, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  S t a f f  Se rgean t  Herbe r t  L. 
CHAPPEL. 

(SSG CHAPPEL w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows:  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

'4 

A. S t a f f  Se raean t  Herbe r t  L. CijAPPEL, Jr., S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number , Army, Bravo Company, 5 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  
1st Br igade ,  F o r t  Jackson,  South Ca ro l ina .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant  CHAPPEL, I ' m  Colonel  ARMSTRONG and I ' v e  
been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  
General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Majcr A P I C I  has  a l s o  been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  
of t h e  Chief 02 S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t .  You should  know t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  groups t a k i n g  tes t imony l i k e  t h i s  and w e  have c i v i l -  
i a n  a t t o r n e y s  who have vo lun tee red  t o  h e l p  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Az-iny in t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

i.. General  PEERS a lone  has  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
'S .jest i-hc tes t imony,  w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and come up wi th  t h e  
conc lus ions  and recommendations. General  PEERS and a  sma l l  
group of  h i s  people  have v i s i t e d  Vietnam, have been over  t h e  
!-oc a l l e d  My La i -P inkv i l l e  area.. They v i s i t e d  t h e  America1 
I ) i v i s ion ,  t h e  b r i g a d e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  LZ D o t t i e ,  LZ Upt igh t ,  
walked a c r o s s  My Lai ( 4 )  and s a w  j u s t  about  e v e r y t h i n g  tha t  
can p o s s i b l y  be seen .  No s t o n e  i s  b e i n g  l e f t  un turned ,  look-
i n g  c see what happened i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

A .  Yes, s i r .  

-
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Q T h a t ' s  because t h e  honor o f  t h e  Uni ted *g ta tes  
Army, i t ' s  men and r e p u t a t i o n  i s  a t  s t a k e  i n  t h i s  t h i n g .  
I t ' s  h igh ly  impor t an t  t h a t  a l l  of  us do what w e  can t o  
b r i n g  t h e  f a c t s  t o  l i g h t .  A s  such you've been asked to  
come i n  h e r e ,  n o t  because we t h i n k  t h a t  you have p e r t i n e n t  
in format ion ,  b u t  perhaps  you can f i l l  i n  j u s t  a s m a l l  l i t t l e  
n iche  t h a t  we need t o  conf i rm o r  no t  conf i rm c e r t a i n  f a c t s .  
I w i l l  s h o r t l y  go o f f  t h e  r e c o r d  and when I do  I w i l l  b r i e f  
you on t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  Task Force  Barker ,  t o  t r y  t o  focus  
your  t h i n k i n g  back 2 y e a r s .  

A. Y e s  ,. sir ,  

Q - Which w e  a p p r e c i a t e  i s  an extremely d i f f i c u l t  
t h i n g  f o r  anyone t o  do. There i s n ' t  any one o f  us i n  t h i s  
room t h a t  would l i k e  t o  be  h e l d  accountab le  f o r  remembering 
what he d i d  2 y e a r s  ago t h e  day b e f o r e  Va len t ines  Day. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. W e  know t h a t  t h i s  i s  very  d i f f i c u l t .  But of  t h e  
w i tnes ses  t h a t  have appeared b e f o r e  us ,  some o f  them remember 
a l i t t l e  b i t  more than  o t h e r s .  Some of  them s e e  it from a 
d i f f e r e n t  ang le ,  something happens t h a t  makes them recal l  it 
t o  memory. W e  know t h i s  happened on a Sa turday  and t h e  n e x t  
day was E a s t e r ;  t h i s  may c l i c k  w i t h  some people .  Some people  
may remember a buddy g e t t i n g  it .  They a s s o c i a t e  it wi th  d i f -
f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  To some people  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  more clear 
than  t o  o t h e r s .  So I w i l l  go ove r  and t r y  t o  b r i n g  you a long  
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  f e e d i n g  you in fo rma t ion ,  b i t  by b i t ,  hoping t h a t  
it w i l l  j a r  your  memory. I ' m  hoping t h a t  you can r e a l l y  t h i n k  
and come up w i t h  something,  some l i t t l e  d e t a i l  t h a t  you d o n ' t  
even t h i n k  i s  impor t an t ,  b u t  which may be.  Consequently t h i s  
has g o t  t o  be  a r a t h e r  in formal  t h i n g  i n  t h e  way tha t  w e  a r e  
conduct ing t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  we want you t o  f e e l  com-
p l e t e l y  a t  e a s e  and r e a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e  on every  t h i n g  i n  
t h i n k i n g  back and t r y i n g  t o  r e c o l l e c t  what happened i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  Before  w e  do t h i s  I ' m  going t o  
ask you a couple  of  q u e s t i o n s  which a r e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  and 
a r e  necessary  t o  s o r t  of  l e a d  you i n t o  it and s t a r t  your 
t h i n k i n g  process  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A .  Okay. 

Q L Would you p l e a s e  e x p l a i n  t o  us t h e  d a t e s  and t h e  
duty  p o s i t i o n s  you h e l d  w h i l e  you w e r e  w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
and t h e  America1 Div i s ion  i n  Vietnam, and t h e  d a t e  you t e r m i -
na t ed  t h a t  s e r v i c e ?  
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A. 	 Well, s i r ,  I l e f t  Hawaii wi th  the  11th  Brigade 
and t h e  d a t e  I th ink  was November, I b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  20 I s .  

I d o n ' t  remember t h e  exact  da tes  and we joined t h e  America1 
Divis ion i n  Vietnam. 

Q-	 When did  you land i n  Vietnam; do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r ,  we were on t h e  water  20--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  So it was i n  December 1967 t h a t  you 
landed i n  Vietnam? 

A. 	 Yes, s i r .  

Q. 	 What was your job? 

A. I 	 Platoon se rgean t ,  s ir .  
X 	 i i 

Q. 	 I n  what company--what o u t f i t ?  

Q. 	 Tha t ' s  t h e  3d B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  1st In fan t ry?  

A. 	 Yes, s ir .  I was t h e  3d Platoon se rgean t .  

You were t h e  platoon se rgean t  of the  3d Platoon? 

Yes, s ir .  

A l l  r i g h t .  

JIA. I l e f t  11 Ju ly  ,1968 I be l i eve .  I b e l i e v e  it was 
the  11th.  

A l l  r i g h t .  

A n d  during t h a t  time of course I--

( In te rpos ing)  Where d i d  .you go? 

I came back home, s i r ,  then I went to--

( In te rpos ing)  You r o t a t e d  home? 

Yes, sir.  
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Q I n  J u l y ?  0 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Because I was i n  Hawaii w i th  the 11 th  
Brigade and they knocked, I t h i n k ,  3 months o r  s o  o f f  of my 
tou r .  I was wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade dur ing  t h a t  t ime. 

Q *  A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Most of  t h e  t i m e .  Although, where I ' m  a t  now is 
F o r t  Jackson, South Caro l ina .  

Q • But b a s i c a l l y  you were p la toon  sergeant . .  o f  3d 
P la toon ,  A/3/1? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q - From t h e  p e r i o d  of December 1967 t o  t h e  middle of  

~ u l y  1968 when you r e tu rned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  w e r e  you absen t  a t  
any t i m e  dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I had ma la r i a .  That was i n  May 1968. 

Q. How long  w e r e  you n o t  f o r  duty? 

A. Twenty-seven days,  s i r ,  away from t h e  u n i t .  During 
t h a t  time I came home from t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  my f a t h e r  d ied .  I 
was up a t  Cam Ranh Bay dur ing  t h e  t i m e  I was absen t ,  then  p r i o r  
t o  t h a t  I took a 6-day R&R t o  A u s t r a l i a .  

Q e  
 And when was t h i s ;  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  W e l l ,  it was r i g h t  b e f o r e  I had ma la r i a ,  6 May I 
be l i eve .  

Q. Sometime a f t e r  i h e  first of  May you went on R&R? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  f o r  6 days.  And I came back and a f t e r  
2 days I b e l i e v e .  I come down with malar ia .  

Q - Who was your p l a toon  l e a d e r  then a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. L ieu tenant  BOYLES t o  s t a r t  w i th ,  s i r ,  and he 
g o t  h i t  i n  t h e  arm--

Q- ( In t e rpos ing)  Do you remember when he g o t  h i t ?  

A. I think., 3 month? a f t e r  w e  'd landed ove r  t h e r e  
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  da t e .  
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Q- Okay. Was it around T e t  i n  e a r l y  February maybe? 

A. R igh t ,  sir. W e  were s e t t i n g  up a  b lock ing  f o r c e  
a t  t h e  end of  t h a t  v i l l a g e ;  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  name of t h a t  
v i l l a g e .  We had two companies on a push,  ou r  company was on 
the b lock ing  f o r c e ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  it. I t  had been t o r e  up 
p r e t t y  bad. The French b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e r e  had been blown up 
and s o  f o r t h .  So w e  l o s t  him d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ;  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  d a t e .  

I t  w a s  r i g h t  around T e t ?  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q. Okay. * L  Then, who d i d  you ha+e? 
- *, E 1 

A.  ~ i e u t e n a n tASCHIBAL,D. 

Q How long  d i d  h e  l a s t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir .  H e  g o t  h i t  b u t  he came back t o  us aga in .  
H e  w a s  t h e r e  when I l e f t .  

9. Okay, b u t  he g o t  h i t  e a r l i e r ?  

n. Y e s ,  s ir .  He g o t  h i t  i n  t h e  hand w i t h  sh rapne l  from 
a grenade.  

Q I  Okay. 
1 

A .  But h e  was op ly  &t.f o r  'about a week o r  s o .  I t  
wasn' t no th ing  ' f o r  it wasn ' t"  t h a t  s e r i o u s ,  f o r  he came back 
an d u t y .  When h e  g o t  h i t ,  I was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  du r ing  t h a t  
time. 

Q Do you remember L ieu tenan t  WHITE? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

L) . Was he  e v e r  your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A. J u s t  f o r  a f r a c t i o n a l  p e r i o d  of t ime.  I n  o t h e r  
words it was j u s t  a few daysVhhewas t h e r e .  Then they  switched.  
H e  w,ys changed, went somewhexe else,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q . Lieu tenan t  LUNDEEN? 

-
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A. Lieu tenan t  LUNDEEN w a s  XO. H e  w a s  my p l a t o o n  
l e a d e r  f o r  a w h i l e  and t h e n  h e  took over  t h e  company f o r  
a pe r iod  of  t i m e  when Captain  TRINKLE g o t  h i t .  H e  took 
ove r  t h e  company f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  

Q *  What about  L ieu t enan t  JONES? 

A. L i eu t enan t  JONES w.as 1st P la toon ,  1st P la toon  
l e a d e r .  H e  r o t a t e d  o u t  as soon as he g o t  t h e  ma la r i a .  

Q - What about  L ieu t enan t  COKER? 

A. Oh, y e s ,  s ir .  I recognize  him. L i e u t e n a n t  COKER 
was t h e r e  j u s t  f o r  a wh i l e ;  t hey  w e r e  sw i t ch ing  around. Then 
he l e f t  and went t o  MACV. And t h e n  L ieu tenan t  ARCHIBALD took 
h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p l a toon .  

Q - But a t  one t i m e  o r  ano the r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  people  w e r e  
your  p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

I t  
A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  sw i t ch  o u r  mind q u i c k l y  now t o  
t h i s  p a s t  f a l l .  

A. Yeah. 

Q - September o r  October when t h e  news media came o u t  
announcing about  t h e  huge massacre o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
a t  My La i  o r  P i n k v i l l e ?  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Well known. 

Q - You remember t h i s  back l a s t  f a l l  when t h i s  came 
o u t  i n  t h e  news? S ince  t h a t  t i m e  have you t a l k e d  t o  anyone 
from t h e  o l d  o u t f i t  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  t h e  America1 about  what 
happened t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r .  Ac tua l ly  u n t i l  t h i s  day I h a d n ' t  s een  
anyone I w a s  wi th  ove r  t h e r e .  

Q - So you r e a l l y  h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed  t h i s  w i t h  any of  
your  o l d  buddies?  

A. N o ,  sir. 
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Q- A t  t h i s  t i m e  I would l i k e  t o  o r i e n t  you t o  the  
opera t ions  of Task Force Barker dur ing  March of 1 9 6 8 .  

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  using MAP-4 and 
Exhibi t  P-1.1 

Sergeant  C U P P E L ,  I b r i e f e d  you on t h e  genera l  oper-
a t i o n s  of  Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of about 15 March 
t o  about 27  March. Would you t e l l  us what you remember of 
this opera t ion?  

A. Well, s i r ,  during t h a t  pe r iod ,  I ' l l  s t a r t  from 
where I can remember. The day p r i o r  t o  l o s i n g  t h a t  squad 
of men, I was s e t t i n g  up a blocking fo rce  when we had set 
up be fo re  f i r i n g  across  t h e  r i v e r  and I l o s t  two of  my men--
t h r e e  men, as  it were, one of my machinegunners and a s s i s t -
a n t  gunners, on a boobytrap. 

Q. When was t h i s  on t h e  15th?  

A. The day p r i o r  t o  l o s i n g  those  men i n  the. .  .. 
.?,

Q* A l l  r i g h t .  *SO q f $ t , i i s$6 Maekh. This i s  the  
f i r s t  day you moved inc& t h e  b ocklng p o s i t i o n ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q You l o s t  how many men? 

A. I l o s t  two men on t h e  gun and an RTO, a r a d i o  
opera to r ,  on boobytraps.  

Q. Can you name t h e  r a d i o  opera to r?  

A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f f  I c a n ' t .  I can remember 
t h e  machinegunner. 

Q What's h i s  name? 
w 

'COOK. I 1-

Q *  COOK? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And who e l s e ?  

A .  H i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  he was a new guy and hadn ' t  had 
it long. -
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Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. And then  a f t e r  that--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Was COOK evacuated? 

A. Yes, sir.  He d ied  on the  way i n ,  H e  g o t  h i t  i n  
t h e  back. He g o t  t h e  most of it i n  t h e  back. The word w e  
got  was t h a t  he d ied  on t h e  way i n .  Anyway, we loaded those  
two up and t h e  chopper took of*  w e  s t a r t e d  back i n t o  p o s i t i o n  
and t h a t ' s  when t h e  r a d i o  man s tepped on another  one, got  h i s  
f o o t ,  s o  we c a l l e d  the  same s h i p  back. They came back and 
picked him up. 

Q Was t h a t  MOORE? 

A. S i r ?  

Q+ Was t h a t  MOORE? 
I 

A. Right ,  t h a t  I s  t h e  i a d i o  man. 

Q Could it have been MILLER? 

A.  No, s i r ,  MOORE. 

Q MOORE? That was your r a d i o  man? 

A.  Yes, sir. 
'I 

Q. Okay. Keep going. 

A .  And then w e  moved over across  t h e  r i v e r  and w e  
s p o t t e d ,  I b e l i e v e  sir  when--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  When d id  you moveI ac ross  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. S i r ?  

Q *  When d i d  you move across  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. The fol lowing day a f t e r  t h a t ,  o r  t h a t  evening one, 
I d o n ' t  remember. E i t h e r  t h e  next  morning o r  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  
No, t h a t  af ternoon.  Because dark was about t o  g e t  us t h e r e  
and t h a t ' s  when we bedded down. We bedded down i n  t h e  same 
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Q. A t  t h i s  t i m e  I would l i k e  t o  o r i e n t  you t o  t h e  
opera t ions  of  Task Force Barker dur ing  March of 1968. 

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  us ing  MAP-4 and 
~ x h i b i tP-1. ) 

Sergeant  CHAPPEL, I b r i e f e d  you on t h e  genera l  'oper-
a t i o n s  of  Task Force Barker f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of about 15 March 
t o  about 2 7  March. Would you t e l l  us what you remember of 
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Well, s i r ,  dur ing  t h a t  pe r iod ,  I ' l l  s t a r t  from 
where I can remember. The day p r i o r  t o  l o s i n g  t h a t  squad 
of men, I was s e t t i n g  up a b locking  fo rce  when we had s e t  
up be fo re  f i r i n g  across  t h e  r i v e r  and I l o s t  two of my men--
t h r e e  men, as  it were, one of my machinegunners and a s s i s t -
a n t  gunners,  on a boobytrap. 

Q *  When was t h i s  on t h e  15th?  

The day p r i o r  t o  l o s i n g  those  men i n  the . .  .. 
2% 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  %,,,!So qP+,iis,#6(MaYkh. his i s  the  
f i r s t  day you moved i n t b  the' b  ocklng p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q ,, You l o s t  how many men? 

A. I l o s t  two men on t h e  gun and an RTO, a r a d i o  
opera to r ,  on boobytraps.  

Q. Can you name t h e  r a d i o  opera to r?  

,a, . No, s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  o f f  I c a n ' t . .  I can remember 
the  machinegunner. 

Q What's h i s  name? 

R .  COOK. 

Q COOK? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q And who e l s e ?  

A .  H i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  he was a new guy and h a d n ' t  had 
it long. -

(CHAPPEL 1 I hk 7 , m b  APP T-364 



Q a A l l  r i g h t .  

A. And then  a f t e r  that--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was COOK evacuated? 

A. Yes, s ir .  He d ied  on the  way i n ,  He go t  h i t  i n  
t h e  back. H e  g o t  t h e  most of it i n  t h e  back. The word w e  
got  was t h a t  he d ied  on t h e  way i n .  Anyway, we loaded those  
two up and t h e  chopper took of*  we s t a r t e d  back i n t o  p o s i t i o n  
and t h a t ' s  when t h e  r a d i o  man s tepped on another  one, g o t  h i s  
f o o t ,  so  we c a l l e d  the same s h i p  back. They came back and 
picked him up. 

Q Was t h a t  MOORE? 

A. S i r ?  

Q. Was t h a t  MOORE? 
I 

A. Right ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  f a d i o  man. 

Q Could it have been MILLER? 

A. No, s i r ,  MOORE. 

Q MOORE? That was your r a d i o  man? 

A. Yes, sir.  
\ 

Q- Okay. Keep going. 

A. And then we moved over  across  t h e  r i v e r  and w e  
s p o t t e d ,  I b e l i e v e  s i r  when--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  When d i d  you moveI a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A.  S i r ?  

Q m  When d i d  you move across  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. The fol lowing day a f t e r  t h a t ,  o r  t h a t  evening one, 
I d o n ' t  remember. E i t h e r  t h e  nex t  morning o r  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  
No, t h a t  af ternoon.  Because dark was about t o  g e t  us t h e r e  
and t h a t ' s  when we bedded down. We bedded down i n  t h e  same 
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p l a c e  w e  ate chow and it was t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  w e  had done 
that  i n  a good whi le .  Anyway, p r i o r  t o  t h a t  we s p o t t e d  
some men i n  uniform s o  w e  c a l l e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  any of t h e  
ARVN'S w e r e  o v e r  t h e r e .  They s a i d  no, s o  my p l a t o o n  went 
down. I was t h e  l e a d  p l a toon  and w e  went down and sea rched  
t h i s  a r e a  o u t  and t h i s  v i l l a g e .  This  w a s  f ine- -

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h i s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Then we came back and jo ined  t h e  rest 
of t h e  company i n  a l i t t l e  wooded a r e a  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  o u t  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s .  And w e  a t e  chow and then  w e  bedded down. 
That  n i g h t  eve ry th ing  was p r e t t y  q u i t e ,  you know, and every-
t h i n g  opened up a l l  a t  once,  a 79 on my r i g h t ,  s m a l l  weapons 
f i r i n g  a t  t h e  woodline,  and then  some thrown grenades .  A t  
t h e  t i m e  we thought  it was mor ta rs .  The nex t  morning come t o  
f i n d  o u t  it was grenades ; they  had s l i p p e d  r i g h t  up on us .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  men who w e r e  k i l l e d  t h e r e ?  
.Were they  i n  your  p l a toon?  

A. No, sir.  This  was t h e  whole weapons squad of 
t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q. It  w a s n ' t  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A. Se rgean t  ELLIOT'S p l a t o o n  I b e l i e v e .  I w a s  
t h i n k i n g  it was t h e  l s t ,  it may have been t h e  2d. And w e  
evacuated them o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b rought  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  
wi th  f l a s h l i g h t s .  Other t han  t h e  two dead,  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  them aboard.  

Q Okay. When d i d  you g e t  t h o s e  o u t ?  

A.  The n e x t  morning, s i r .  

Q Who g o t  them o u t ?  

A .  Sergean t  ELLIOT c a l l e d  t h e  s h i p  back i n .  And then  
when he--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  come a long  
wi th  them? Did Sergeant  BRACY come i n  w i th  t h e  s h i p ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

.? 
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Q- Do you remember him being t h e r e  and t ak ing  those 
bodies  o u t  of t h e r e ?  

A. 
the  
The 

, I  remember him coming i n .  I know he came i n  on 
sh ip .  I d o n ' t  know whether he went back wi th  it o r  not .  

n the  colonel  came ou t  and i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  a r e a -

Q - - Which colonel?  Colonel BARKER? 

A. BARKER, yes ,  sir. 

Q- H e  .came ou t  t o  see?  

A. Yes, t h e  next  morning. A t  f i r s t  w e  c a l l e d  and 
t o l d  them we were g e t t i n g  mortared, and t h e  company commander 
c a l l e d  him back t h e  next  morning and t o l d  him what it w a s ,  
and he came i n  and checked t h e  a r e a .  He d i d n ' t  s t a y  bu t  a 
s h o r t  time. 

Q. Who was t h e  company commander a t  t h i s  time? 

Captain RIGGS, s ir .  

Q You remember Captain RIGGS being  t h e  a c t i v e  commander? 

A. S i r ?  

Q You remember Captain RIGGS s p e c i f i c a l l y  commanding
the  company a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - You're r i g h t .  

A. And then  t h a t  day a f t e r  we had everyth ing  squared 
away we moved up and searched t h i s  v i l l a g e  o u t .  we found some 
uniforms and s o  on and s o  f o r t h ;  I d o n ' t  much remember and 
a l i t t l e  b i t  of--

Q - ( In terpos in l  ?nd where was t h i s ;  back up across  
the  r i v e r  now? 

A. North.. .. 
Q North of t h e  r i v e r ?  
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A.  Right.  Now w e  a r e  s t i l l  on t h e  same s i d e .  

Q - Okay. So you ' r e  down on t h e  same s i d e  of the  
r i v e r  t h a t  you g o t  t h e  grenade a t t a c k  on? 

A. Right,  sir.  

Q e  Okay. 

A .  And we searched t h e  v i l l a g e ,  pu l l ed  out  of it. I ' m  
almost s u r e  we s t a r t e d  back. No, p r i o r  t o  going back across  
t h e  r i v e r  we searched t h i s  o t h e r  v i l l a g e  ou t  and it had been 
burn t  p a r t i a l l y .  Some of t h e  men, I d o n ' t  remember how many, 
went up above us and checked t h a t  a r e a  ou t  and came ou t  with 
nothing new, I mean t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have any a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  
time. We s t a r t e d  back across  t h e  r i v e r  and I was l ead  p la toon.  
I g o t  ac ross  and t h e  major i ty  of t h e  r e s t  of them got  across  
and a s n i p e r  opened up back o u t  i n  t h e  r i c e  f i e l d s .  And they 
pinned down t h e  cap ta in  on t h e  b r idge  a t  t h a t  t ime and I s e n t  
my men up t o  g ive  them some cover  f i r e  and we f i n a l l y  go t  them 
of f  t h e  b r idge .  Then I b e l i e v e  we bedded down. We d id  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  remember where we s t ayed  a t .  I d o n ' t  remember whether 
t h a t  was t h e  same time o r  n o t .  But anyway i f  it was we bedded 
down about I guess 1,000 meters t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  
a f t e r  we g o t  ac ross .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h i s  was the  same 
t i m e  o r  no t ;  we made s o  many t r i p s  i n  t h e r e .  But t h a t ' s  what 
I r e c a l l ;  we g o t  both encounters on t h a t  same br idge  t h e r e .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  l o s e  Captain RIGGS t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. But we l o s t  Captain TRINKLE. 

Q - Captain TRINKLE? 

A. Oh no. I f o r g e t  h i s  name. H e  only s tayed with 
us about 2 o r  3 weeks and he g o t  h i t .  He had been h i t  be fo re  
p r i o r  t o  coming t o  us. What was h i s  name? SHELTON it seems 
l i k e ,  Captain SHELTON. 

Q - Captain R I G G S  took over  'from him? 

That 's r i g h t . 
Q. But t h i s  was RIGGS t h a t  you r e l i e v e d  t h e  s n i p e r  
f i r e  from when he was on t h a t  br idge?  

A. Yes, s ir .  We had a l ready l o s t  two company com-
manders on t h a t  damn br idge .  

-
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Q And you d i d n ' t  want t o  l o s e  another? 

A. Right ,  sir. Captain SHELTON, I mean he seemed 
l i k e  he was r e a l  n ice .  I ha ted  t o  l o s e  him. Of course I 
ha ted  t o  loose  any of them. 

Q H e  was a good company commander? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Then you went back across  t h e  b r idge ,  
s n i p e r  f i r e  pinned Captain SHELTON down--Captain RIGGS? 

A. Captain RIGGS ,. sir .  

Q* You r e l i e v e d  t h e  s n i p e r  f i r e .  This more o r  l e s s  
committed your p la toon,  you deployed i t ?  

A. Then I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The r e s t  of t h e  company then  could 
move on? 

A. Right,  s ir .  I deployed mine over  t h e  same bank 
where we l o s t  them men when we moved i n t o  t h a t  b locking  force  
along t h e r e .  And I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  n o t  f o r  s u r e ,  whether it was 
t h i s  time o r  n o t  w e  bedded down up above t h e r e  and moved ou t  
be fo re  daybreak t h e  nex t  morning. 

Q. Well, you bedded down t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  night 
we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about,  on H i l l  108. Now what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  d is -
ce rn  i s  how you g o t  t o  H i l l  108? I w i l l  show you where H i l l  
108 is (po in t ing  o u t  l o c a t i o n  on map) . You can see  it r i g h t ?  

A. Right . 
Q - This i s  where you a r e .  This i s  where you went in to  
p o s i t i o n  when you g o t  grenaded? 

A. Right. 

Q Then you went over  t o  these  v i l l a g e s  and cleaned 
them o u t ?  

A. Right,  s ir .  
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Q- Went back i n ,  crossed t h i s  r i v e r  h e r e ,  across  
t h e  b r idge  again?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q - This  i s  where you g o t  sn iped  a t ?  

A. Right .  

Q - Now you walked a l l  t h i s  way? You walked? 

A. Right ,  we walked. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Not c l e a r l y ,  s ir .  I vaguely remember moving 
across  t h e  r i v e r .  

9- Did t h e  company move on o u t  a f t e r  you'd deployed 
a squad t o  r e l i e v e  your company commander? 

A. Right ,  sir.  We moved out .  

Q. The company moved on o u t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Did your p la toon s t i l l  l ead  o r  d i d  they l e t  
another p la toon l ead?  

A. I was l e f t  behind t o  guard t h a t  b r idge  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
my p la toon,  and we caught one man coming ac ross .  The r e s t  of 
the  company was back with t h e  mortars ,  back behind me, back 
behind t o  t h e  l e f t .  My pla toon s t ayed  t h e r e  as  more of a guard 
on t h a t  b r idge .  And we picked up one man and they decided t h a t  
he d i d n ' t  know anything;  anyway they d i d n ' t  t ake  him i n .  But 
we s t ayed  t h e r e  overnight .  We joined t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company 
and we moved ou t  f a r t h e r  on back. I d o n ' t  remember exac t ly  
where. 

Q. U p  p a s t  Uptight i s  my understanding. P r e t t y  long 
march? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. Who was l ead ing  t h a t  day? 
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A. I was, s i r .  

Q - '  You were l ead ing  again? 

A. Right,  s i r .  I l e a d  most of t h e  time. Espec ia l ly  
when it would g e t  h o t .  

Q Okay. 

A .  About every time t h e  1st  Platoon would s t a r t  
leading  t h e y ' d  g e t  us l o s t .  They d i d n ' t  know t o o  much and 
people l i k e  me d i d n ' t  want t h e  p la toon leading  o u t  anyway, 
b u t  ac tua l ly- -

Q = ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Was Sergeant  WATANABE on t h i s  mission? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one with 
US o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q Was he a  p la toon se rgean t?  

A. He was t h e  weapons p la toon se rgean t .  

Q H e  was t h e  weapons p la toon se rgean t?  

A. Yes, sir. Tovards +be l z s t  t h e r e .  T o  s t a r t  wi th  
when I f i r s t  joined them WATANABE was my f i r s t  s e rgean t  and 
then  r i g h t  be fo re  we went ac ross  Sergeant  BRACY came i n .  

Q Right.  

A .  And. WATANABE went t o  a p la toon,  as t h e  weapons 
p la toon se rgean t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  And who was RAVENCRAFT? 

A. Well, he was i n  between, he was weapons p la toon 
se rgean t  a t  t h e  t ime,  p a r t  t ime. 

Q And what was i n  t h e  weapons p la toon?  

A. I t  had t h e  mor tars ,  sir.  

Q I t  had j u s t  t h e  mortar s e c t i o n ?  

A. Right,  s ir .  
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Q Did you have any machineguns i n  t h e r e  o r  d id  
you have a machinegun squad i n  t h e  platoon? 

A. N o ,  sir. We had two machineguns with each p la toon.  

Q - Each r i f l e  platoon? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q So your weapons platoon--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Was j u s t  t h e  mortars .  

Q- J u s t  your mortars? 

A. Yes, sir.  They usua l ly  s t ayed  i n  t h e  r e a r .  We 
d i d n ' t  t a k e  them. We took them sometimes b u t  hard ly  ever  
would we t a k e  them with us .  

Q Remember Sergeant  BENGE? 

A. Right ,  sir. He worked wi th  t h e  mortars .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  RemeMer him along on t h i s  opera t ion  
being s e c u r i t y  element f o r  t h e  company commander o r  the  com-
pany command group? 

A. I d o n ' t  know on t h a t  ope ra t ion  whether he was 
t h e r e  or  no t .  Not r i g h t  offhand. 

Q D o  you remember Sergeant  EIKENBERRY? 

A. Right,  s ir .  He was i n  my p la toon 

Q. Good man? 

A. Good p o i n t  man. 

Q O  Good demo man? 

A. Yes, sir .  H e  c a r r i e d  t h e  demol i t ions ,  and a l l  
the way around he was good too .  

Q . Do you t h i n k  you were ' l ead ing  going up ou t  of 
t h i s  a rea  up p a s t  LZ Uptight? 

A. Right ,  sir. 
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Q A 1 1  r i g h t ,  now l e t  m e  ask you t h i s ,  do you remember 
the  Primo b i r d s ?  

A. , What, s i r ?  

Q- The  H-23's? 

A .  W e l l  a c t u a l l y  we've had them a l o t  of t imes.  We'd 
run i n t o  something and they 'd come i n  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  f l y  
around, and t r y  t o  s p o t  them f o r  us. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words , s c o u t  Eor you, cover f o r  you? 

Right ,  sir. 

Q You say  a  lot of t imes? 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

a- D i d  they  do t h i s  q u i t e  o f t en?  

A. W e l l  a few times anyway, sir. 

Q. Few t i m e s  ? 

n 
n o Yes, sir. 

Q. Not this opera t ion ,  b u t  do you remember another  
opera t ion  where one of those  23 ' s  o r  a p a i r  of them because 
they  always flew i n  p a i r s ,  one low and one high--

A .  ( In terpos ing)  Right ,  s i r ,  

Q. Where one of t h e s e  23s  cornered a t  V i e t  Cong 
wi th  a carb ine?  

A .  W e  went over- - r ight ,  s i r .  They c a l l e d  and we went 
over. 

& 0 
ELKENBERRY went over  and brought t h e  guy back wi th  

h i s  carb ine?  

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q - Remember t h a t ?  

A. Right ,  s ir .  
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Q Another t ime,  and t h a t ' s  when I th ink  t h i s  hap-
pened, o u t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  company, reasonably f a r  out--
t h i s  chopper, one of t h e s e  Primo b i r d s  s t a r t e d  c i r c l i n g  r e a l  
c lose  t o  t h e  ground. The c a l l  came down he had a suspec t  
cornered,  had him pinned down. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

8- Can you t e l l  me about t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  no t  r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  remember who i t  was 
went over and po l i ced .  

Q. What do you mean pol iced?  

A - H e  went o u t  t h e r e  and g o t  him. 

Q. What do ~ P Umean? 

A .  The b i r d  h e l d  him down i n  o t h e r  words and c a l l e d  
f o r  somebody t o  come. over.  

Q. Yeah. \ 

A.  But I d o n ' t  remember even i f  he had a weapon o r  
what type.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Do you remember when it was over  t h e  p i l o t  being 
r e a l  angry? 

A. One t i m e  t h e  p i l o t  was wanting t h e  webbing, and 
came i n  *ere. I d o n ' t  remember whether t h a t ' s  t h e  same time 
or  not .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  t h e  one EIKENBERRY g o t ;  I ' m  n o t  f o r  
s u r e .  And t h e  p i l o t  wanted tfie webbing. 

Q- You remember one when t h e  p i l o t  got  r e a l  mad and 
chewed out  t h e  company commander f o r  what happened t o  t h i s  
man? 

A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  

Q. The p i l o t  was o u t  t h e r e  with h i s  a i r c r a f t  f o r  
about 20 minutes .  H e  c a l l e d  down and s a i d ,  "I've g o t  one 
pinned down; come and g e t  him." Two men went o u t  t h e r e  
from t h e  company. Presumably it would be t h e  lead  platoon 
wouldn't  it? 

-
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A. R igh t ,  s i r ,  though I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q A guy went o u t .  I t  was o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  t h e  company was go ing ,  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h i s  c a s e  it 
w a s  t h e  w e s t .  Two men went o u t  t h e r e ,  a  couple  of s h o t s  
were f i r e d ,  t h e  two men r e j o i n e d  t h e  company. The company 
commander c a l l e d  down what happened, "He was a Cong; w e  
k i l l e d  him. " 

Then t h e  p i l o t  s a i d ,  "What do you mean murdering 
t h a t  guy? I ' v e  been h e r e  i n  t h e  a i r  f o r  20 minutes  p inn ing  
t h i s  guy down, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  you a p r i s o n e r ,  expos ing  my 
a i r c r a f t ,  myse l f ,  and my crew. When you guys walk up, you 
murder him. Why?" 

Do you remember e v e r  h e a r i n g  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q The p i l o t  t h e n  h e a r d  over  h i s  r a d i o ,  t h e  fo l lowing  
type  of conve r sa t ion .  He a p p a r e n t l y  w a s  i n  on t h e  company 
command n e t  f o r  t h e  p l a toon .  The company commander c a l l e d  
t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r ,  "What happened?" The p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  ap-
p a r e n t l y  h e l d  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  power on and t u r n e d  on and 
s a i d ,  "What d i d  you guys do?" He hea rd  a guy stammering and 
t h e  p l a toon  ieader s a i d ,  "You mean he had a grenade i n  h i s  
pocket?"  And loud  and c l e a r ,  "Yeah, he had a grenade i n  h i s  
pocket ."  And t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  c a l l s  t h e  company commander 
and s a y s ,  " I t  w a s  a V i e t  Cong; he  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocke t .  " 

The p i l o t  s a y s ,  " I t  w i l l  b e  a c o l d  day i n  h e l l , "  o r  words t o  
t h i s  e f f e c t ,  "be fo re  I e v e r  p i n  down ano the r  one and r i s k  my 
l i f e  f o r  you guys,  " and f l y s  away. Gid you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I never  h e a r d  any th ing  about  t h a t .  

Q. Could t h a t  have happened i n  your  company? 

A. S i r ?  

n u Could t h a t  have happened i n  your  company? 

A. I wou ldn ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  

Q You could  unders tand  why t h e  p i l o t  would be mad? 

A. S i r ?  
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QQ You could understand why the p i l o t  would be mad? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I unders tand,  b u t  i f  he d i d n ' t  have any 
weapon I c a n ' t  see why we'd k i l l  him. 

Q =  He walked up t o  t h i s  guy, t h e  guy tu rned  h i s  head 
and looked up a t  him, and he jabbed him wi th  a bayonet and 
them s h o t  him wi th  two rounds r i g h t  through t h e  head. 

A. I d o n ' t  know anything about t h a t ,  s ir .  I t  looks 
t o  me l i k e  I would have heard  about it. 

Q - I would t h i n k  s o  too .  Can you th ink  of any i n c i d e n t s  
l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  eve r  happened t h a t  you heard  about? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  know of any t h a t  was k i l l e d  i n  
o t h e r  words un les s  w e  were i n  a b a t t l e  o r  something and k i l l e d  
them. W e  cap tu red  a l l  k inds  wi th  weapons and a l l  wi thout  k i l -  
l i n g  them. But of course  aga in ,  you know, i f  you have t o ,  ' you 
have t o .  

Q =  You have t o ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  

Q. Let  m e  pu t  it t h i s  way, would you cons ide r  t h a t  
wrong? 

A. To k i l l  an unarmed? Y e s ,  s i r .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q - When t h i s  s t u f f  h i t  t h e  newspaper about P i n k v i l l e  
and C Company, what was your r e a c t i o n  t o  i t ?  As  an i n d i v i d u a l  
what d i d  you r e a l l y  t h i n k ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  memories came back of a l l  t h e  b a t t l e s  
I ' v e  had and w e  l o s t  a l o t  of men i n  t h a t  p l ace .  One opera- 
t i o n  when we were i n  t h a t  graveyard we g o t  pinned down wi th  
mortars .  I g o t  down; I had 1 6  men. W e  h i t  a l o t  of boobytraps 
and t h a t ' s  when w e  g o t  them o u t  of t hose  t u n n e l s .  They were 
a l l  t u n n e l l e d  i n .  And a l l  of t hose  bombs; they had 500-pound- 
bomb boobytraps i n  t h e r e .  

Q. When was t h i s ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  t ime; one of t h e  opera t ions ,  
s i r .  T h a t ' s  when we r e a l l y  f i r s t  got  i n t o  t h e  main body of 
where t h e  b i g  bu i ld ings  were a t  and they had t h e i r  tunne l s  . 

l i n e d  wi th .  b r i c k .  Then we found one carb ine  down i n  t h e r e  
a f t e r  we got  i n  and we found a cache of mortar rounds. W e  
s t ayed  around t h e r e  and g o t  t h e  engineers  i n  t h e r e  t o  blow 
up t h e  boobytraps,  s o  on and s o  f o r t h ,  and pu t  t h e s e  c r y s t a l -
type gas i n  t h e  tunne l s .  Then we moved across  t h e  r i v e r  and 
t h a t ' s  when we caught a l o t  of those  nurses .  I t h i n k  it was 
9 o r  11 t h a t  g o t  ou t  of a  w e l l  which was an e x i t  f o r  a tunne l .  

Q What d i d  you do w i t h  t h e  nurses? 

A. We shipped them o u t ,  s ir .  We had an i n t e r p r e t e r  
t h a t  came out  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some information.  T h a t ' s  when 
one of t h e  companies, I ' m  not  s u r e ,  I b e l i e v e  it was Bravo 
Company, on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  up t h e  r i v e r ,  and 
a l l  t h e s e  people--some of t h e  men went up on t o p  of a h i l l  
and they seen a bunch of men t ak ing  o f f .  So we took o f f  
up through t h e r e  and t r i e d  t o  ca tch  them. They s t a r t e d  to-
wards Bravo Company. And they opened up and t h e r e  was only 
one dead and t h e  r e s t  of them g o t  away. We came back and 
s tayed i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n igh t .  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I 
th ink  we d id .  

n 
ye Can you p o i n t  t h i s  a rea  ou t  on t h e  map, -k&at this 
happened? 

A .  Right. I t  ' s  r i g h t  across  from P i n k v i l l e .  There 's  
a l o t  of water  i n  t h e r e  and a l i t t l e  i s l a n d  n o t  f a r  from t h e  
shore ,  r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on map) . 
Q. Who was company commander then? 

A .  Ah.. .. 
During t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. W e  had a Captain TRINKLE I th ink  it was, it seems 
l i k e .  

Q That wasn ' t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  he g o t  h i t ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q- This was be fo re  then? 

A. Right,  s ir .  
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Q. Okay. 

A. I'm a lmos t  s u r e .  

Q But your  reac t ion- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  p o s t i v e  now he  was company com-
mander a t  t h a t  t ime.  I b e l i e v e  he  was; I ' m  n o t  r i g h t l y  s u r e .  

Q- L e t ' s  go back t o  when t h i s  news came o u t  l a s t  f a l l .  
You say  you immediately s t a r t e d  t h i n k i n g  about  your  o l d  opera-
t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you s u r p r i s e d  by t h i s  news t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
a l o t  of k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. Well,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  even unders tand  it and r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  what w a s  go ing  on a t  t h a t  t ime .  

Q- You mean t h i s  d i d  n o t  s u r p r i s e  you? You thought
t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  have happened knowing r i f l e  companies ove r  
t h e r e  and r i f l e  companies i n  t h a t  s o r t  of area and t h e  way 
men t h i n k  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No, s i r .  I knew t h a t  t h i n g s  happen b u t  it would b e  
easy done w i t h o u t  knowing, because we r e c e i v e d  a l o t  of f i r e  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and some o f  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s  a r e  concea led  
i n  t h e  trees and a c t u a l l y  you can be f i r i n g  i n t o  houses .  

Q. W e l l  you know how t h a t  t h i s  cou ld  happen a c c i d e n t a l l y  
and k i l l  people?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q But a c t u a l l y  t h a t  i s n ' t  what it s a i d .  I t  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e s e  people  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  up and mowed down. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I know you c a n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  news a l l U t h e  t i m e  o r  y o u ' l l  never  g e t  t h e  t r u e  p i c t u r e .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words you d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  
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Q Sergean t  CHAPPEL, I a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  and 
I want t o  thank you f o r  it. You have been very  h e l p f u l .  I ' ve  
g o t  a few t h i n g s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a u t i o n  you about :  d o n ' t  
t a l k  about  .what  ' s  gone on i n  t h i s  room wi th  anyone. P a r t i -
c u l a r l y  anybody who may be a w i t n e s s  i n  t h i s  o r  become a w i t -
n e s s  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  y o u ' r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  some 
o f f i c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q Then y o u ' r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  t a l k  of  c o u r s e .  What you've 
s a i d  h e r e  d o e s n ' t  keep you from t e s t i f y i n g  t h e r e .  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q If you happen t o  have any photographs ,  p a p e r s ,  maps, 
t h i s  s o r t  of  t h i n g ,  o f  t h i s  a r e a  about  t h a t  t i m e ,  we'd appre-
c i a t e  you sending  t h e m  t o  u s .  W e ' l l  reproduce them and send  
the o r i g i n a l s  r i g h t  back t o  you. 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q g  I ' v e  t o l d  you a l o t  of t h i n g s .  I t  shou ld  make you 
t h i n k ,  shou ld  r e c a l l  t h i n g s  t o  you. 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You r e c a l l e d  a l o t  more than  you r e a l l y  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  you remembered a l r e a d y  t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  Going back you 
may t h i n k  more about  t h i s .  I f  you remember any th ing  more, 
no m a t t e r  how i n s i g n i f i c a n t  you may t h i n k  it i s ,  d o n ' t  you 
h e s i t a t e  t o  ca l i  us .  Down t h e r e  a t  F o r t  Jackson you can g e t  
t o  an Autovon w i t h o u t  any t r o u b l e  and a l l  you have t o  do is 
p ick  up t h e  phone and c a l l  t h e  Peers  Inqu i ry  and g e t  t h e  word 
t o  US on anyth ing  t h a t  you may remember. We'd a p p r e c i a t e  
anyth ing  t h a t  you can add. I g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  now t o  
ask any q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o  make a  s t a t emen t  i f  you wish f o r  t h e  
r eco rd ,  

A ,  No, s i r ,  

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1543 h o u r s ,  1 3  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: COKER, Donald S. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 18 February 1970 

,PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Second P la toon  Leader ,  
A/3/1. 

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

COKER d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  
concerning t h e  hand l ing  of PW's (pgs .  3 6 ,  3 7 ) .  While he  
r e c a l l e d  t h e  f i v e  S ' s ,  he  d i d  n o t  remember an  e x p l a n a t i o n  of 
"safeguarding"  PW's (pg. 3 8 ) .  He thought  t h e  r u l e s  of 
engagement were covered i n  h i s  Vietnam o r i e n t a t i o n ,  b u t  he 
could n o t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  of it (pg. 4 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  a t r o c i t i e s  
(pg. 4 1 ) .  There was t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva Conventions,  
and he  r e c e i v e d  a c a r d  on it (pg. 4 1 ) .  The t r o o p s  d i d  have 
t r a i n i n g  on l e g a l  v e r s u s  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pgs.  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  H e  
thought  a  J A G  o f f i c e r  gave t h i s  c l a s s  (pg.  42) .  

2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

A s  COKER understood it, A Company g o t  t h e  job a s  
b locking f o r c e  because  they had been working q u i t e  h a r d  and 
needed a chance t o  "ca tch  t h e i r  b r e a t h "  (pg. 1 2 ) .  The wi tness  
was g iven  t h e  concept  and miss ion  of t h e  o v e r a l l  o p e r a t i o n  
by Capta in  RIGGS (pg. 3 0 ) .  ~ o t h i n gwas s a i d  about  burning 
the v i l l a g e s  o r  k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 3 0 ) .  
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3 .  THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  Act ions  on t h e  16 th .  

While he  could  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  
b locking foraeon t h e  1 6 t h  i t  was nea r  a  b r i d g e  (pg. 12) . 
However, they  were n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  what was happening 
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 1 2 ) .  COKER r e c a l l e d  a coup le  of  men 
from Lieu tenan t  WHITE'S p l a t o o n  be ing  wounded by boo5y t r a p s  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  He could n o t  remember spending t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  (pg. 13)  . 

b. Act ions  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

On t h e  17 th  they  moved s e v e r a l  thousand mete r s  t o  
t h e  t o p  of a mountain on t h e  west  s i d e  of P i n k v i l l e  (pg.13) . 
They were s t i l l  n o r t h  of t h e  ~ i e mD i e m  ~ i v e r  (pg.  1 3 ) .  That  
n i g h t  a sapper  p l a t o o n  threw grenades i n t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  
and k i l l e d  GRENHAM and SEVIER and wounded o t h e r s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  
The machinegun crews had c o n s o l i d a t e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  
s o  t h a t  they could  g e t  some s l e e p  and had s e t  up i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  was imposs ib le  t o  defend (pg.  15) . 

c. Act ions  on t h e  18 th .  

On t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  
BARKER, Colonel  HENDERSON, and an  a r t i l l e r y  c o l o n e l  came t o  
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  and Capta in  RIGGS was reprimanded (pgs.  1 5 ,  
1 6 ) .  RIGGS was u p s e t  about  t h i s  (pg. 1 6 ) .  RIGGS reprimanded 
JONES who a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  t h a t  they should n o t  have s t a y e d  
on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

d.  Act ions  on t h e  1 9 t h .  

On t h e  1 9 t h  t h e  company moved t o  t h e  beach (pg .19) .  

4 .  OTHER I N F O ~ ~ T I O N. 
Discuss ion  of t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  had n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  
anyone from t h e  11 th  Br igade  s i n c e  t h e  m a t t e r  came t o  the 
p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  (pg. 5)  . 
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b .  COKER's assessment  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  A Company. 

COKER was n o t  s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  about  t h e  My Lai 
i n c i d e n t  because he  f e l t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was immature (pg .5 ) .  
However, h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  was an  i s o l a t e d  one 
(pg .  11). I n  making t h i s  judgment t h e  wi tness  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e f e r r e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  WHITE (pg. 6 ) .  L ieu tenan t  JONES was 
a "John Wayne" t y p e  who r i s k e d  h i s  l i f e  a t  t imes and t h e  
men d i d  n o t  always want t o  fo l low him (pg.  7 ) .  Capta in  RIGGS 
was, n o t  t h e  type  person t o  g e t  e x c i t e d  (pg. 7) . He opined 
t h a t  Capta in  TRINKLE was a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  ( p g . 7 ) .  
Capta in  SHELTON burned t o o  many v i l l a g e s  and d i d  n o t  seem 
t o  c a r e  abou t  how t h e  Vietnamese peop le  f e l t  (pgs.  7 ,  8 ,  
30) . The men o f t e n  burned hootches  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  (pg. 33) . 
There w e r e  some NCO'S who k i l l e d  t o o  many people  (pg.  8 ) .  
Sergeant  E-5 J e f f r e y  TERTE was"busted"for  smoking mari juana 
(pgs. 8 ,  9 ) .  COKER thought  t h a t  TERTE had u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
k i l l e d  two VC on one accasion,  b u t  h e  could n o t  prove  i t  
(pg. 9 ) .  

c .  Radio f r e q u e n c i e s  . 
A l l  t h e  squad r a d i o s  i n  t h e  b r i g a d e  w e r e  on t h e  

same frequency because  c r y s t a l s  f o r  them could n o t  b e  
obta ined (pg. 1 7 ) .  A Company had a l o t  of problems w i t h  
r a d i o  i n t e r f e r e n c e  (pg. 17) . 

d .  D e s t r u c t i o n  of rice. 

COKER r e c a l l e d  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  which they  found 
r i c e  i n  a group of  houses which Capta in  SHELTON, who was then  
company commander, caused t o  b e  blown up when it was 
d iscovered  t h e r e  was t o o  much r i c e  t o  evacua te  (pg.  2 3 ) .  

Cornering of VC s u s p e c t s .  

COKER d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  which two 
VC s u s p e c t s  were cornered  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and l a t e r  
k i l l e d  by 'A Company t h u s  caus ing a n  argument between t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and t h e  company commander (pgs .  25-28) . 
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EXHIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER 

M - 1 1 7  

D- 13 

..-
DESCRIPTION NOTES 

I n c i d e n t s "  
"Ex t rac ted  E n t r i e s  

M r .  James A.  MAY'S 
Notebook" d t d  18  Feb 70 

11th  Bde Reg 1-3 d t d  ' Entered i n t o  
31 Mar 6 7  "Admin i s t r a t i a l  
Report ing of Se r ious  

Entered l n t o  
evidence.  

evidence.  

. 
PAGES 

1 

1 

~ r t i k l efrom The Repor ter  Entered i n t o  
e 2 2  Ed.  1 of evidence.  

1 June  1 9 6 8 ,  pg. 16.  
1 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0925 hours ,  18 
February 19 70. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  COL ARM-
STRONG, LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP. 

I have some e x h i b i t s  t o  e n t e r .  The f i r s t  i s  Re-
gula t ion  No. 1-3. This  i s  Headquarters,  11th  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade, da ted  31 March 1967. The s u b j e c t  , "Administration 
Reporting of  Serious Inc iden t s . "  This  is  en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record and i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t  D-13. 

The next  e x h i b i t  i s  a memorandum f o r  record ,  
s u b j e c t ,  "Ext rac ted  E n t r i e s ,  M r .  James A. MAY'S Notebook, 
dated 18 February 1970," and it has one i n c l o s u r e .  This i s  
introduced i n t o  evidence and i d e n t i f i e d  as  Exh ib i t  M-117. 

The next  e x h i b i t  i s  an e x t r a c t e d  newspaper a r t -
i c le  from The Xeporter,  Volume 2 2 ,  e d i t i o n  of 1 June 1968, 
page 16.  It i s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and i d e n t i f i e d  as  
M-118. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Donald COKER. 

(MR COKER was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
address? 

A. Donald Steen COKER, accountant ,  Dikinson, Texas. 
You need my f u l l  address? 

RCDR : Y e s .  

A. 3532 Vupon Drive,  Dikinson, Texas. 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  COKER, I am Colonel ARMSTRONG and on my 
l e f t  i s  Colonel BRANDT. W e  have been des ignated  by t h e  Chief 
of S t a f f  t o  assist General PEERS i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  What I 
Would l i k e  t o  know, have you read  t h e s e  pre l iminary  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you unders tand  them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .Any q u e s t i o n s  on them? 

A. No, sir. 

Q You should  know, t h e r e  are o t h e r  groups such as 
t h i s  t a k i n g  t e s t imony ,  i n  f a c t ,  ove r  350 w i t n e s s e s  have been 
seen ,  s o  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a d e t a i l e d  i n q u i r y .  

A. I see. 

a .  There a r e  c i v i l i a n  lawyers  who have vo lun tee red  
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  Gen-
e r a l  PEERS, t o  g i v e  him l e g a l  counse l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a c i v i l i a n  
lawyer from t h e  Army General  Counsel I s  o f f i c e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  i n q u i r y .  

The p o i n t  I wish t o  make i s  even though w e  have 
many groups and many people  t a k i n g  tes t imony,  i t ' s  General  
PEERS' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a lone  t o  d i g e s t  a l l  o f  t h e  tes t imony,  
w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  come t o  t h e  conc lus ions  and recommendation. 
So t h a t  you w i l l  know--if any o f  t h i s  i s  e v e r  made p u b l i c ,  
y o u ' l l  know t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  you s a i d  h e r e  i s  go ing  t o  be 
gone Gver by Gensral  PEEXS and weighed i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  w i t h  
eve ry th ing  e l s e  which has  been s a i d  by everybody else. 

I want t o  remind you t h a t  we d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  
people  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  anyth ing  s a i d  i n  t h i s  room w i t h  anyone. 
We can on ly  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  do it. However, t h e r e  may 
be o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  e i t h e r  j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  t ype  groups of  o f f i c i a l  people  t h a t  are making 
an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and anyth ing  t h a t  you s a i d  h e r e  
w i l l  n o t  keep--or t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you have appeared h e r e  w i l l  
n o t  keep you from t e s t i f y i n g  i n  f r o n t  of  such o f f i c i a l  groups.  

The way I conduct o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  tes t imony is  
t h a t  I t a k e  a few normal r o u t i n e  t ype  of  q u e s t i o n s  and t h e n  
go o f f  t h e  r e c o r d  and b r i e f  you a s  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  of  t h e  pe r -
i o d  15 t o  20 March, t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  your  company and t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  two companies o f  Task Force Barker ,  

(COKER) 2 APP T-377 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

with t h e  i d e a  of r e f r e s h i n g  your memory. I t  i s  a long time 
ago, and we understand t h a t  i t ' s  a long time ago. We ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about almost 2 years  now, and t h i s  i s  a long time t o  
ask somebody t o  remember i n  d e t a i l ,  So by g iv ing  you a 
broad p i c t u r e ,  w e  hope t o  focus your th ink ing  i n t o  t h a t  par-
t i c u l a r  time zone. Then over  a pe r iod  of s e v e r a l  ques t ions ,  
i n  t a l k i n g  it o u t  w i t h  you, we hope t h a t  a s  much of your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  can be captured and put  i n t o  t h e  
record.  I n  t h i s  manner, we hope t o  h e l p  you i n  he lp ing  us.  

Consequently, we a r e  r a t h e r  informal  i n  t h i s  be-
cause t h e  whole procedure i s  t o  g e t  you t o  th ink .  We want 
you t o  f e e l  a s  much a t  e a s e  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I f  you want any 
cof fee ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  i n d i c a t e  so .  

A s  I s a i d ,  I do have a couple of r o u t i n e  ques-
t i o n s  t o  ask and I ' l l  go ahead and ask those  now. 

Would you exp la in  t h e  d a t e s  t h a t  you were as-
s igned t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
you h e l d  i n  t h z  l l t h  Brigade, and when you f i n a l l y  l e f t  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  when you te rminated  your s e r v i c e  i n  Viet-
nam? 

A. I was with t h e  br igade  i n  Hawaii. I came over ,  
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam December t h e  5 t h  wi th  t h e  br igade.  

Q. May I ask how long you were i n  t h e  br igade  be-
fo re  you l e f t  Hawaii? 

A. Two o r  t h r e e  months. 

Q So you a r e  t a l k i n g  about September o r  October, 
you joined t h e  br igade? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  P lease  cont inue .  

A. A t  t h a t  time I was t h e  2d Platoon l e a d e r  of Bravo 
Company, and I h e l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  I l e f t  f o r  a MACV as-
signment. 

Q ' Bravo Company? 
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A .  I have been i n  s o  many u n i t s  i t ' s  ha rd  f o r  m e  
t o  g e t  them s t r a i g h t .  

Q- What b a t t a l i o n  were you i n ?  

Q You were w i t h  t h e  3/1? 

A. It i s  h a r d  f o r  me t o  remember. I have been i n  
s o  many u n i t s .  

Q- Well,  l e t ' s  p u t  it t h i s  'way, your  r e c o r d s  i n -
d i c a t e  t h i s  was Alpha Company. 

A .  Alpha Company, okay. 

Q You w e r e  2d P l a toon  l e a d e r  of  A/3/1? 

A .  Y e s .  I h e l d  t h e  same job,  2d P l a toon  l e a d e r ,  
u n t i l  I went t o  MACV, which w a s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  March. 
But a s  p a r t  o f  Task Force Barker ,  I was t h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  
t i m e  Alpha Company was t h e r e .  

Q W e l l ,  r e a l l y ,  a l l  o f  your  combat expe r i ence ,  t h e n ,  
was w i t h  A/3/1? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And t h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about ,  and it 
w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime ,  about 2 months. 

A. I w a s  s t i l l  wi th  t h e  company when i t  came back 
t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade headqua r t e r s  a t  t h e  A 0  n e a r  Duc Pho. 

Q You w e r e  s t i l l  wi th  t h e  company when it r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  i t s  b a t t a l i o n  o u t  of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q 0 J u s t  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  won ' t  t r i g g e r  you a l i t t l e  
b i t  and r e f r e s h  your  memory, on t h e  24 March, I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  
1st  and 2d P la toons  and t h e  company headqua r t e r s  went i n t o  
D o t t i e ,  LZ D o t t i e ,  and t h e  3d P la toon  went i n t o  LZ Upt igh t ,  
coming back from t h e  f i e l d ?  
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A. Right.  

Q. On 25 March t h e  3d Platoon r e j o i n e d  t h e  company 
a t  LZ Dot t i e .  On 26 March t h e  company re turned  t o  LZ Bronco 
and Duc Pho. You were no longer  with Task Force Barker 
a£ter t h a t ?  

A. I was t h e r e .  

Q- So you were t h e r e  during t h i s  per iod?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Now s i n c e  t h e  news of t h e  so -ca l l ed  My Lai o r  
P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  newspaper l a s t  f a l l ,  f a l l  of 1 9 6 9 ,  
September o r  October, have you had any con tac t  o r  d iscussed  
wi th  any former members of t h e  Task Force Barker o r  11th  
Brigade people any of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  took p lace?  

A. I d i d  n o t  d i scuss  anything with members of t h e  
t a s k  fo rce .  I was a t  For t  Hood about t h e  time it s t a r t e d  
breaking. Although t h e r e  were a few people I knew t h a t  were 
a t  F o r t  Hood, I d i d n ' t  have t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  with them. 

Q. Let  me ask you one more th ing .  What was your 
r eac t ion?  

A. Well, my f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was t h a t  it was p o s s i b l e ,  
t h a t  it could have happened. And t h i s  d a t e  I have t h e  same 
f e e l i n g .  

Q Would you l i k e ,  t o  t e l l  me why you f e e l  t h i s  could 
have happened? I n  o t h e r  words, you weren ' t  shocked by re -
v e l a t i o n ?  

A. No. 

Q Would you l i k e  t o  t e l l  me why you f e e l  t h i s  way? 

A. Well, i n  my time over  t h e r e ,  I have run across  a 
few o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I considered immature, and I can understand 
how t h e s e  people a s  we l l  a s  t h e  18-year-olds and t h e  younger 
people who d o n ' t  t h ink  of t h e  f u t u r e ,  j u s t  l i v i n g  f o r  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  moment, I can understand wi th  t h i s  type l e a d e r s h i p  
how something l i k e  t h a t  could happen. 
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Q Do you have any th ing  r e a l l y  s p e c i f i c ?  

A. No, j u s t  o v e r  my t i m e  be ing  t h e r e ,  be ing  wi th  
t h e s e  people  and how they  f e l t  and what t hey  s a i d  as f a r  as--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r e  we t a l k i n g  about  CALLEY? 

A.  No, I never  m e t  t h e  man. 

Q Okay. Who are w e  t a l k i n g  about?  

A .  Lieutenant - - I  t h i n k  h i s  name was JONES, a l though ,  
he  never  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had done something l i k e  t h i s .  No 
s p e c i f i c  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  l a g s ,  you know, you j u s t  g e t  t h e  f e e l -
i n g  t h a t  it could  have happened a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  some people .  

Q. Was he t h e  k i n d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  who might be  m a l i -
c i o u s ,  s a d i s t i c ,  g iven  t h e  p o s i t i o n  where he  could  p r o j e c t  
h i s  power and a u t h o r i t y ?  

A. Oh, it w a s  p o s s i b l e .  I would h a t e  t o  make a f l a t  
s t a t e m e n t  l i k e  t h a t .  I would j u s t  s ay  it i s  p o s s i b l e .  

Q Was L i e u t e n a n t  JONES t h e  on ly  one t h a t  gave you
t h i s  impress ion?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  been q u i t e  sometime and i t ' s  ha rd  f o r  
me t o  remember. 

Q What about  L ieu t enan t  WHITE? 

A .  WHITE, i n  f a c t ,  l e t  me r e t r a c t  t h a t .  L i e u t e n a n t  
WHITE w a s  t h e  one I was t h i n k i n g  o f .  I g o t  t h e  name switched.  

Q e  Because h e  w a s  a gung ho type?  

A. H e  w a s  young, and I f e e l  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  r each  
m a t u r i t y .  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  a mature person  t o  be  a b l e  
t o  handle  a s i t u a t i o n  and t o  be a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  your  emotions 
i n  a ve ry  bad s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  where you have people  
you love  and r e s p e c t  g e t  knocked o f f  i n  one p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  
l i k e  t h a t  My L a i  a r e a .  I t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t .  I t  t a k e s  some-
body t h a t  d o e s n ' t  on ly  look f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  looks  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e  and c a r e s  about  how h i s  men a r e  go ing  t o  be when 
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t hey  r e t u r n  back,  what a f f e c t  i t ' s  going t o  have on t h e i r  
l i v e s .  

Q Capta in  LUNDEEN , Lieu tenan t  LUNDEEN r a t h e r ?  

A. H e ' s  a career man. I t h i n k  h e ' s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
mature n o t  t o  l e t  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t  happen. 

Q What about  L ieu t enan t  JONES? 

A .  H i s  nickname was John Wayne, because h e  w a s  t h a t  
t ype  o f  i n d i v i d u a l .  A s  f a r  a s  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ,  I doubt 
it. H e  d i d n ' t  mind r i s k i n g  h i s  l i f e  b u t  it w a s  i n  a s i t u a -
t i o n  where you were a c t u a l l y  g e t t i n g  s h o t  a t .  You know, peo-
p l e  a t  t imes  d i d n ' t  want t o  fo l low him. I f  he  w a s  l e a d i n g ,  
he  would go i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n .  They d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  want 
t o  fo l low him a t  t h e  t i m e  b u t  t hey  would. 

Q Take Capta in  RIGGS? 

A. H e ' s  a c a r e e r  man; h e  was a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  h e  i s  now. 

Q. H e ' s  a ne ighbor  of  yours?  

A. Right .  H e  l i v e s  i n  D a l l a s .  

Q- H e  's o u t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e .  W a s  h e  t h e  t y p e  t o  
k ind  o f  l o s e  h i s  c o o l ,  t o  g e t  e x c i t e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. What about  c a p t a i n  TRINKLE? 

A. Cap ta in  TRINKLE. w a s  a m i l i t a r y  man. I t h i n k  h e  
was an o u t s t a n d i n g  o f f i c e r .  H e  drove h i s  men. Sometimes 
they  d i d n ' t  want it, b u t  I t h i n k  he  w a s  r i g h t .  

Q What about  Capta in  SHELTON? 

A. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  way h e  ope ra t ed .  A s  you know, 
t h e r e  i s  a r i v e r  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  My L a i  a r e a .  W e  went t o  
many o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  s a f e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  more o r  less. 
H e  w a s  j u s t  t h e r e  a s h o r t  t i m e .  H e  burned t o o  many v i l l a g e s .  
H e  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be  r e a l l y  concerned about  how t h e  people  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

f e l t .  I t h i n k  it was a g a i n s t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t a s k  f o r c e  p o l i c y  
t o  do t h i s ,  b u t  he  d i d  it anyway. I was t h e  t y p e ,  i f  w e  g o t  
s h o t  a t  from a hootch o r  house,  I d i d n ' t  mind bu rn ing  it 
down, b u t  i f  w e  d i d n ' t  have any problems, l e t  them l i v e .  

Q Okay. That  j u s t  about  covers  most o f  t h e  of -
f i c e r s .  Can you t h i n k  of  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s ?  

A. J u s t  by f a c e .  

Q There was a L ieu tenan t  BOYLE, b u t  he  wasn ' t  h e r e  
du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. Y e s ,  he  w a s .  He w a s  wounded t h e r e ,  w a s n ' t  he? 

Q. No, n o t  d u r i n g  My L a i .  

A. But  it w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

Q But i f  you l o s t  any o f f i c e r s  .in t h i s  company 
wh i l e  you w e r e  w i t h  them, it was a l l  i n  t h i s  area. What 
about  your f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  N C O ' s  and t h e  men? 

A. W e l l ,  I can j u s t  speak f o r  my p l a t o o n .  There w e r e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  it, a  minor i ty - type  t h i n g  t h a t  would be--hood-
lums h e r e  would be  hocdlums t h e r e ,  and I made it a p o l i c y  t o  
watch them ve ry  c l o s e l y  because t h e r e  i s  no doubt  i n  my mind, 
t hey  bumped t o o  many people  o f f .  

Q Given t h e  oppor tun i ty?  

A. Right .  

O r  d i d  t hey  a c t u a l l y  do i t ?  

A .  It g o t  back t o  me t h a t  one inc iden t - -Sergeant  
TERTE, who w a s  l a te r  bus t ed  f o r  smoking pot--

RCDR: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I ' m  n o t  sure. H e  was an E-5. He was t h e  i n s t a n t -
t y p e  s e r g e a n t  who s h o u l d n ' t  have e v e r  made it. A t  one t i m e ,  
good. A s  soon as h e  g o t  over  t h e r e  he  showed h i s  t r u e  c o l o r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: TERTE , T-E-R-T-E , J e f f e r y ?  
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A. Right.  

Q e  H e  was an E-4 on t h e  16th  of March. 

A. H e  was an E-5 a t  one t ime. I d o n ' t  rcmember 
t h e  exac t  i n c i d e n t .  I ts  t h e  one t h a t  we a i r l i f t e d  i n  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i t s e l f ,  r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r  Captain TRINKLE 
commanded. I t  g o t  back t o  me later--and I could never prove 
i t - -he  s h o t  two VC. There i s  no doubt about t h e  d i s c r i p -
t i o n  t h a t  they were VC because they were about 2 3  years  o l d ,  
b i g  huskey people.  A t  t h a t  t ime,  w e  captured two t o  t h r e e  
prisoners--two o r  t h r e e  and they proved t o  be VC. 

9- He d i d n ' t  shoot  t h e s e  two? 

A .  No. We were separa ted .  This p a r t i c u l a r  s e r -
geant  was wi th  a squad which was opera t ing  maybe, I guess,  
l e s s  than a  mile  from where I was. I j u s t  learned  l a t e r  
t h a t  he had s h o t  a couple,  and they d i d n ' t  have weapons. 

Q. You mean unnecessar i ly?  

A. No doubt about it. But t h i s  i s  something I c a n ' t  
prove. I t  j u s t  go t  back t o  me from somebody who would feed  
back t h i n g s  t h a t  were happening. 

Q h%o was t h e  squad l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t ime,  do you
r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was him, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Well, who repor ted  it t o  you then? 

A. He d i d .  No, I can ' t remember who repor ted  i t  
t o  me. I t  was--somebody j u s t  happen t o  mention it 2 months 
ago t h a t  such and such s h o t  a couple of VC o r  s h o t  a couple 
of what he thought  was VC. 

Q. What about anybody e l s e  of  t h i s  na tu re?  

A.  That was t h e  only i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I e v e r  heard of 
i n  my element. I wasn ' t  concerned about o t h e r  elements.  I 
was t o o  concerned about what I was doing with my people.  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  only one i n  your element.  Did you 
have any o t h e r  men t h a t  you had t o  keep a c l o s e  eye on? 
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A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e i r  names. I t  w a s  j u s t ,  
you know, about  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  I would t r y  t o  keep wi th  m e .  
I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  t h e i r  names. There w a s  one i n d i v i d u a l  who 
was a f i n e  s o l d i e r  b u t  you would have t o  watch him. A s  f a r  
as I w a s  concerned he was r e a l  f i n e .  

Q Any noncoms? 

A.  No. 

Q Can you name m e  some o f  t h e  noncoms? 

A. W e l l ,  S e rgean t  CARIS. There w a s  a n o t h e r  one 
t h e r e ,  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  o f  his.name--TUMACDER. 

Q- What k i n d  o f  man w a s  Se rgean t  TUMACDER? 

A .  He w a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r .  I depended on 
him a l o t  because h e  had been t h e r e  a couple  o f  t i m e s  b e f o r e .  

Q H e  i s  back t h e r e  r i g h t  now. 

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ,  gee  whiz. H e ' s  a r e a l  f i n e  man 
as f a r  a s  I am concerned,  a f i n e  NCO. 

Q Did you have anymore obse rva t ions  a long  t h a t  
l i n e ?  

A .  Not a long  t h a t  l i n e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, l e t  me ask you t h i s ,  i f  you 
e v e r  heard  o f  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  would j u s t  be  a rumor. 

Q T h i s  i s  n o t  ev idence  we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about .  I n f o r -
mation w e ' r e  g e t t i n g  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ;  i t ' s  n o t  ev idence .  
The i n q u i r y  i s  worrying about  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  r e p o r t i n g ,  t h e  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  r e p o r t i n g ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g .  T h a t ' s  what t h e  b a s i c  miss ion of  t h i s  i n q u i r y  is .  
But i t ' s  a l s o  g i v i n g  us l e a d s  as tc t h i n g s  t h a t  went on, and 
hope fu l ly  o u t  of  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h e  Army w i l l  be improved. 
Some of  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e n ' t  done t h a t  w e  t hough t  were be-
i n g  done t h e  way w e  t hough t  t hey  were, t h e i r  way o f  t r a i n i n g ,  
t h e i r  way o f  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  t h e i r  way o f  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e i r  way 
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expla in ing  t o  our  younger people.  So rumors, goss ip ,  we 're  
l i s t e n i n g  t o .  So i f  you know of  anything t h a t  would l e a d  
you t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  somebody might have committed an a t r o c i t y ,  
we a r e  suppose t o  know about it. 

A. Well, t h ink ing  back over  the-- there i s  no doubt 
i n  my mind, i f  you q e t  t o  t h e  CALLEY s i t u a t i o n ,  i f  it hap-
pened, i t ' s  d e f i n i t e l y  an except ion.  J u s t  a f l a g r a n t  ex-
cept ion  t o  t h e  r u l e s  a s  t o  what a c t u a l l y  happened. A s  I 
s a i d  be fo re ,  I can s e e  how it would happen. I th ink  t h a t  
the  Army has a tremendous load and tremendous p r e s s u r e ,  b u t  
they have so lved  o t h e r  problems t h a t  a r e  j u s t  a s  b i g  a s  t h i s .  
But I t h i n k  i f  they s e t  upon themselves t o  e l imina te  people 
t h a t  do t h i s  type of t h i n g ,  one t h i n g ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  n o t  sending 
any 18,  1 9  o r  20-year-old o f f i c e r s  over  t h e r e ,  because t h a t ' s  
where i t ' s  going t o  happen. And I understand Lieutenant  
CALLEY is  about 25. How o l d  i s  he? 

Q I d o n ' t  th ink  so .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  a r e  except ions  t o  t h e  r u l e  even 
the re .  J u s t  t h e  process  of  maturing, be ing  a b l e  t o  handle 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q- Do you th ink  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of P i n k v i l l e  a s  
repor ted  i n  t h e  newspaper i s  i s o l a t e d ?  

Yes. 

Anything o f  t h i s  magnitude? 

A. T h a t ' s  n o t  saying  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time it 
happened. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Well, l e t ' s  t a k e  a r ecess  now, and l e t  me then  
go over  and t e l l  you about t h e  t ime pe r iod  we a r e  t a l k i n g  
about. The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  0935 hours ,  1 8  
February 1 970. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0942  hours ,  18 
February 1 9  70. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  
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RCDR: A l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  COKER, I have b r i e f e d  you, u s i n g  E x h i b i t  
MAP-5, informed you on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task Force Barker  
du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  1 5  March--really,  from t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  
1st of February t o  t h e  20th of  March a s  it p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  
Muscatine o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ,  and i n  r ea sonab le  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of  Task Force ~ a r k e rabout  15 March t o  
20 March a s  i t - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  as i t  a f f e c t e d  A/3/1. Would you 
p l e a s e  t e l l  us e v e r y t h i n g  you can r e c a l l  of  t h i s ,  i n  minute 
d e t a i l  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t ime ,  s ay  15  March on? 

A. I ' l l  s t a r t  where w e  w e r e  i n  a b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n  
a long  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q Can you go back a couple  o f  days  ahead o f  t h a t ,  
t h e  day ahead o f  t h a t ?  

A. I t ' s  a l l  fuzzy a s  far  as ahead o f  t h a t .  I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  have any d e t a i l  t h a t  comes t o  mind. But I unders tand  
a t  t h e  t ime ,  o f  c o u r s e  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  unders tood ,  t h a t  one 
of  t h e  r ea sons  t h a t  t h e  company--this i s n ' t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
b lock ing  pos i t ion- -one  o f  t h e  reasons  t h a t  t h e  company d i d  
g e t  t h i s  job,  it was more o r  less a chance t o  c a t c h  o u r  
b r e a t h  a s  w e  had been working q u i t e  h a r d ,  and everybody was more 
o r  less f a t i g u e d ,  and everybody was more o r  less happy about 
t h a t .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i s  concerned and L i e u t e n a n t  
C U L E Y ,  w e  knew n o t h i n g  about  i t .  I d o n ' t  even remember s e e i n g ,  
you know, hootches  bu rn ing  a t  a d i s t a n c e  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  was 
unusual  a t  a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether  your  p l a toon  i n  t h a t  block-
i n g  p o s i t i o n  was p o s i t i o n e d  where you would be  look ing  sou th  
a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. No, w e  w e r e n ' t  i n  a good p o s i t i o n  t o  see anyth ing  
t h a t  happened a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q But you c a n ' t  p i n p o i n t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  your  p la -
toon i n  t h e  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was n e a r  a b r i d g e .  There w a s  q u i t e  
a few o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  w a s  n e a r  
t h e  b r i d g e  and up around a n o r t h e a s t e r n  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ,  
i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y .  
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Q* Would you l i k e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  by reading  t h e  
coordina tes ,  where you th ink  your p la toon CP might have been? 

Q *  Let  t h e  record show t h a t  M r .  COKER f e e l s  t h a t  
t h e  2d Platoon had t h e  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d  and f a r t h e s t  
e a s t  of any p la toon  of t h e  company. 

A .  From t h a t  time i t  was moved from t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. Can you remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  booby t r a p s
of t h e  1st and 3d Platoons and t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  i t  seems t o  me we had 
moved from t h a t  blocking p o s i t i o n  when t h a t  happened, bu t  I 
c a n ' t  be s u r e  on t h i s .  When Lieutenant  WHITE'S p la toon had 
some i n d i v i d u a l s  s t e p  on booby traps--and of course ,  I t h i n k  a 
couple of them were k i l l e d  and had some o t h e r  people wounded. 
But s t i l l  i n  t h i s  genera l  time frame not--I mean t h i s  was 
j u s t  another  t y p i c a l  ope ra t ion ,  noth ing  was f e d  back t o  
me, o r  any o f  my men, o r  a s  f a r  a s  I know t o  t h e  company as  a  
whole t h a t  anyth ing  unusual had happened. And t h e r e  was 
no reason t o  t h i n k  anything unusual had happened a t  t h i s  t ime. 

Q. Okay, you s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March. You a c t u a l l y  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  
t h a t  b locking  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. This  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  remember, spending 
t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e ,  I r e a l l y  can I t .  

Q Do you remember ,where you moved t o  from the re?  

A. Right.  This  i s  v i v i d  because we moved s e v e r a l  
thousand meters t o  t h e  t o p  of a mountain which w a s  on t h e  
west s i d e  o f  P i n k v i l l e ,  i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  and it was 
our job--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  North of  Diem Diem River ,  s t i l l  
nor th  of t h e  D i e m  Diem River? 

A. Right ,  i t  was s t i l l  nor th .  But our  job was to--
it was a good vantage p o i n t .  We could s e e  everyth ing  t h a t  
was happening a s  f a r  a s  ~ i n k v i l l ewas concerned. It was 
more o r  l e s s  t o  observe i n  t h e  daytime, and a t  n i g h t  we s e t  up 
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an ambush a long  t h e  t r a i l  t h a t  r a n  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  o f  
t h a t  mountain. That  n i g h t  w e  h e a r d  what sounded l i k e  mor ta r  
rounds coming i n ,  and we knew t h a t  t h e  company had made some 
k ind  of  c o n t a c t .  I t  l a t e r  developed t h a t  a s a p p e r  p l a t o o n  
had thrown some hand grenades  and had k i l l e d  some of  t h e  
people  which w e r e  e a s t  o f  t h e  r i v e r  i n  P i n k v i l l e .  I t h i n k  
they  k i l l e d  two. Th i s  i s  j u s t  what comes t o  mind, and t h e y  
had wounded some o t h e r  people .  I t  w a s  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  I t h i n k ,  
t h a t  people  t h a t  were k i l l e d  were h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d .  

Q Could you name any o f  t h o s e  people  t h a t  were 
k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. I f  I h e a r d  t h e  name, I could  r e c a l l  it,.b u t  as 
f a r  as j u s t  p i c k i n g  t h e  name o u t  o f  my mind, I c a n ' t .  

Q GRENHAM. 

A. Y e s ,  h e  w a s  a machinegunner i f  I r e c a l l .  

Q Is t h a t  one o f  them? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  These people  t h a t  w e r e  w e l l  l i k e d  i n  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a t o o n  and o f  cou r se  most p e o p l e  who w e r e  
i n  t h e  company knew t h e i r  names. 

SEVIER? 

H e  w a s  a r sa l  good man. 

Then t h e  wounded w e r e  CRUZ--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  

Q LESUPX? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know LESURE. H e  was a new man. 

Q DOUGLAS? 

A.  I d o n ' t  recal l  him, I d o n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q STILES? 

A. No. 
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Q* MAGU IRE ? 

A .  I r e c a l l  t h e  name bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  face.  

Q Well, do you remember i n  v i v i d  d e t a i l ,  o r  do you
remember anyth ing  about i t ,  o r  what you heard about t h e  r e -
p o r t ,  t h e  r e p o r t  you heard about t h i s  f a c t ?  

A .  Of course I was on t h e  mountaintop and every-
t h i n g  I heard was passed up t o  me e i t h e r  from Lieutenant  
J O N E S - - i t  came from h i s  p la toon o r  a platoon r i g h t  next  t o  
h i s .  I t  w a s  Lieutenant  J O N E S '  p la toon.  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
he s e t  ou t  h i s  machineguns i n  one p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e r e  were 
t w o  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  he designated.  These people got  toge the r  
and decided t h e r e  i s  no sense  f o r  everybody t o  l o s e  s l e e p  
ton igh t ;  w e ' l l  go ahead and conso l ida te  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  They 
moved behind a shrub which was almost impossible  t o  defend. 
The VC, a l l  they  had t o  do was walk up t h e r e  and drop i n  a 
few grenades,  But t h i s  i s  t h e  s t o r y  I go t .  I know t h e  next  
day t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of--Colonel BARKER came down. He 
was q u i t e  upse t  about t h e  whole s i t u a t i o n .  

Q Did Colonel BARKER come down, do you know t h a t ?  

A. I assume i t  was Colonel BARKER. I know t h a t  it 
was a t  l e a s t  a co lonel  o r  a couple of co lone l s  t h a t  came down. 

Q a Could i t  have been Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  A s  a ma t t e r  of  f a c t ,  it could have been. 

Q And Colonel BARKER? 

A. T h a t ' s  what I was th ink ing .  

Q And an a r t i l l e r y  colonel?  

A.  Absolutely.  

Q m I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  was n o t  passed o f f .  You know 
t h e r e  were v i s i t s  by high-ranking people t h e  next  morning? 

A .  No doubt about it. I understand t h a t  c a p t a i n  
RIGGS was reprimanded, because I assume t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  Colonel BARKER took and Colonel HENDERSON took was t h a t  
Captain R I G G S - - i t  was h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  check o u t  t h e s e  
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p o s i t i o n s  and t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  check them o u t ,  which i s  t r u e  
t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  e x c e p t  t h a t  you can d r i v e  y o u r s e l f  on ly  
s o  f a r .  So I c o u l d n ' t  go a long  wi th  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  Every-
body needs s l e e p ,  even c a p t a i n s .  But Colonel  BARKER and 
Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  check on t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and as f a r  as 
what happened a f t e r  t h a t ,  I know t h a t  Capta in  RIGGS was upse t  
about  it. . 

Q What was h i s  r e a c t i o n  r ega rd ing  L i e u t e n a n t  JONES? 

A. I d i d n ' t  g e t  involved  i n  t h a t .  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  
L ieu t enan t  JONES was--I r e c a l l  now t h a t  h e  w a s  reprimanded,  
and L ieu tenan t  JONES was ve ry  u p s e t  about  it. He f e l t  t h a t  
Captain  RIGGS f o r  some reason  o r  another-- I  c o u l d n ' t  f o l l ow 
h i s  logic--was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  what had happened.. Right--
L ieu tenan t  JONES f e l t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  p o s i t i o n  w a s  n o t  worth 
a damn i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and t h a t  they  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
s t a y e d  t h e r e .  They shou ld  have moved 200 o r  300 meters  from 
t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  would have been a l l  r i g h t .  
Because it w a s  t o o  ha rd  t o  defend  where t hey  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, perhaps  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  bad f e e l -
i n g  swi t ch ing  between t h e  good company commander -and t h e  good 
p l a toon  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  1st P la toon .  

A. R igh t .  Another t h i n g ,  L ieu t enan t  JONES f e l t  t hey  
s p e n t  t o o  much t i m e  t h e r e  l ook ing  a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i n s t e a d  of 
moving r i g h t  b e f o r e  it g e t s  da rk  and then  s e t t i n g  up. 

Q I unders tand  t h a t  Capta in  RIGGS--this w a s  h i s  
b a s i c  tac t ic ,  t o  move i n t o  a n i g h t  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  
a f t e r  dark  had se t  i n  s o  t h a t  t h e  VC would n o t  have a chance 
t o  n a i l  him. And a l s o ,  h e  never  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  same 
p l a c e  t w i c e .  

A .  Right .  H e  t r i e d  t o  do t h i s .  Of c o u r s e ,  sometimes 
it i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  o t h e r s .  And I t h i n k  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
r e i n f o r c e d  t h i s  i n  him, because a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  it w a s  
s e t t i n g  up a t  n i g h t  r a t h e r  t han  s e t t i n g  up a t  day.  I was 
a l l  f o r  t h a t .  

Q. One way t o  con t inue  t o  s u r v i v e .  

A. R igh t .  
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Q Do you remember anything more about t h i s  sapper
a t t a c k ?  

A. For some reason,  I remember a chopper coming i n  
t o  move o u t  t h e  wounded, dead. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what t h e  pro-
blem was. They j u s t  didn 't g e t  t h e  chopper i n .  I t  was of  f 
course.  

Q *  But do you r e c a l l  they  even tua l ly  d i d  g e t  i t  i n ?  

A. Yes, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  took more time than  i t  
normally took,  maybe about an hour o r  so .  

Q Now, I unders tand-- le t ' s  change t h e  s u b j e c t  a 
s6cond. I understand t h e s e  l i t t l e  headse t s ,  t h e  squad-radio 
types t h a t  you had i n  t h e  br igade ,  were a l l  on t h e  same f r e -
quency. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Right. This always was a problem. 

Q Was t h i s  t r u e  throughout t h e  b r igade ,  a l l  those  
type  r a d i o s  w e r e  a l l  on t h e  same frequency? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  b u t  
I know t h a t  we had problems a l l  t h e  time with i n t e r f e r e n c e .  
For some reason,  they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  c r y s t a l s .  These r a d i o s  
a r e  equipped t o  opera te  on two channels i f  they had t h e  equip-
ment--if they had t h e  equipment and opera ted  l i k e  it should 
have, it would have been p e r f e c t .  I found t h a t  a s  long as  we 
had good b a t t e r i e s  and t h e  r ad ios  were i n  good opera t ing  
shape t h a t  it was t h e  e a s i e s t  way t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  moving u n i t  
t h a t  I had. A s  soon a s  one went o u t ,  normally problems de-
veloped. One reason f o r  t h i s  was t h a t  I f e l t  me and maybe 
Sergeant  TUMACDER, maybe one o t h e r ,  Sergeant  C A R I S ,  were t h e  
only ones t h a t  could read  a map. I f  somebody g o t  l o s t ,  i f  , 
we had t o  opera te  where one squad went one p lace  and another  
squad went another  p lace ,  then  I had t o  have r a d i o  con tac t  
with them. So t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  problems would rise when one 
of t h e s e  r a d i o s  would go o u t  o r  was l o s t .  

Q S i t t i n g  i n  your blocking p o s i t i o n  then ,  you should 
have been knowing, say ,  what Bravo Company o r  C h a r l i e  Company 
was doing, r i g h t ?  Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h a t ?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was woody o u t  t h e r e ,  and I 
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  only company t h a t  I could s e e  was my own company. 
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What about  h e a r i n g ?  IQ. 

A. Hearing--once i n  awhi le  we would h e a r  a r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  gain--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  1 6 t h ,  when 
you w e r e  i n  t h a t  b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e .  You are r e a l l y  
n o t  conscious  of  h e a r i n g  t h e  p l a t o o n s  of Bravo and C h a r l i e  
Companies o p e r a t i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  d i d  h e a r  i t ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  h e a r  
any th ing  worth remembering. J u s t  normal c h a t t e r  you h e a r .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words,  j u s t  normal o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Right  . 
Q. But,  i n  o t h e r  words, you more o r  less remember 
you could  have monitored? 

.A.  E s p e c i a l l y  on t h i s  h i l l  p o s i t i o n .  W e  had t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  of probably t a l k i n g  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  do it. 

Q Th i s  was 2 days l a t e r ?  

A. Okay. I g o t  what you mean. 

Q. The f i r s t  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  when t h e y  combat 
a s s a u l t e d  i n  is t h e  t ine I'ri t a l k i n g  &ou t ,  t h e  f i r s t  morning? 

A. W e l l ,  w e  w e r e  down low, and i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  
a t  t h a t  t ime w e  would have been unable  t o  h e a r  anyth ing .  

Q. You a r e  c o r r o b o r a t i n g  what L i e u t e n a n t  WHITE 
s a i d .  H e  s a i d  h e  could  h e a r  t h e  C h a r l i e  Company t r a n s m i s s i o n s  
w i thou t  any t r o u b l e ,  b u t  it d i d n ' t  sound t o  him l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  
any th ing  unusual  going on. Okay, y o u ' r e  up on t o p  o f  t h a t  
h i l l ;  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t  t h e  company jo ined  you. 

A. Right  . 
Q- And t h e  company s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e .  D i d  t h e y
t e l l  you anyth ing  about  anyth ing  unusual  happening on t h e i r  
march over?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  r i g h t  o f fhand  as f a r  a s  
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anything unusual happening. We made a--I remember t h a t  some 
of.my men repor ted  see ing  VC ca r ry ing  weapons. One man was 
guarding a t r a i l ,  however, he had l e f t  h i s  weapon l ay ing  bes ide  
him, and he a c t u a l l y  saw a VC come up t o  him. He grabbed h i s  
weapon and by t h a t  time t h e  VC had taken o f f  back down t h e  
t r a i l ,  and t h i s  was i f  I r e c a l l ,  with a uniform. He wasn ' t  
NVA, b u t  he was more o r  l e s s  a uniformed VC. 

Q. That was up t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. That was when we were on t h e  h i l l .  

Q- Okay, then ,  t h e  company a r r i v e d ,  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t ,  
and t h e  next  day o f f  you went t o  t h e  beach? 

A. Right . 
Q- Can you t e l l  me what t h e  formation of t h e  company 
was on t h e  march over t o  t h e  beach? 

A. NO,  I c a n ' t .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  s t a r t  t h ink ing  now. You had 
been on t h a t  h i l l  t h e  whole day be fo re .  Actua l ly  you spen t  
2 n i g h t s  on t h e  h i l l .  

A. Right.  

Q. The o t h e r  two p la toons  had both s u f f e r e d  cas-
u a l t i e s .  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your p la toon would have l ead  
out?  

A. - More than l i k e l y  t h i s  would be t h e  case ,  because 
i t  was time f o r  t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  t o  g e t  a break.  

Q. Okay. 

A. And normally t h i s  would have been t h e  case ,  t h a t  
t h e  platoon t h a t  had t h e  chance t o  r e s t  would be doing t h e  work 
f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. Now, do you r e c a l l  anything s p e c i a l  happening on 
t h a t  r o u t e  march over  t h e r e ,  over  t o  t h e  beach? Anything 
t h a t  would c a l l  t h a t  day t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t - - i t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  for me t o  re-
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member, b u t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  made--we saw t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
VC running,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  comes t o  my'mind. 
I t h i n k  t h e s e  people  were c a r r y i n g  weapons. 

Q- Could you p o i n t  o u t  where you t h i n k  t h a t  might
have occur red .  

(Witness does  as i n s t r u c t e d  on E x h i b i t  MAP-5.) 

M r .  COKER f e e l s  t h a t  it w a s  about c o o r d i n a t e s  
735840. But t h a t  was a l l - - t h e y  were j u s t  way o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  company o r  something.  

A. Right .  Th i s  i s  what I remember--something t h a t  
might t r i g g e r  my memory. 

Q I f  t h a t ' s  t h e  c a s e ,  would t h a t  l e a d  you t o  be-
l i e v e  t h a t  your  p l a t o o n  w a s  l e a d i n g  i n  t h a t  march? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  w e r e ,  s ir .  This  a g a i n  is a 
long  t i m e  ago. 

Q 9 You d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l ?  

A. No. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  march o r  t h a t  day? 

A. Not a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Of c o u r s e ,  something might 
t r i g g e r  my memory. 

Q That  n i g h t  you g o t  i n  t he re - - the  end of  t h e  march 
was t h e  beach,  and a s  I unders tand  it, a c t u a l l y ,  you approached 
t h e  beach i n  a t  l e a s t  two columns. I t  seems t o  m e  t h e  com-
pany commander may have had you h i t  t h a t  beach w i t h  one 
platoon--with two p l a t o o n s  up on l i n e ,  maybe i n  a l i n e  o f  c o l -
umns, w i t h  a t h i r d  p l a toon  back i n  r e s e r v e .  Anyway, 
it appea r s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h a t  two columns h i t  t h a t  beach 
cons ide rab ly  s e p a r a t e d .  Does t h i s  s t i c k  a r e spons ive  cord?  

A.  I remember t h e  beach and I remember--

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Swapping t h e  C-ra t ions  f o r  f i s h  
and cooking f i s h .  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  I remember some 
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woodcutters,  and I remember t h e  f i s h ,  b u t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t ' s  
a l l  I can remember about t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q. DO you remember EIKENBERRY? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What was your opinion of EIKENBERRY? 

A. H e  wasn ' t  i n  my platoon.  

Q. No, h e ' s  3d Pla toon,  b u t  I t h i n k  he d i d  a l o t  
or work a s  a tunne l  r a t  where he worked b a s i c a l l y  f o r  a l l  
p la toons ,  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anything s p e c i f i c  about him ex- 
cept  t h a t  h e  was a  tunne l  r a t .  I f  he  was i n  my p la toon ,  
he would have been one I would have watched. 

Q. H e  had g o t t e n  i n  t r o u b l e  i n  Hawaii, l o s t  a l o t  
of r e s p e c t  from h i s  p a r e n t s  and h i s  corcpany mates. A s  he 
t e l l s  it, when he  l e f t  f o r  Vietnam he  thought perhaps one 
way he  could g a i n  t h e  r e spec t  of h i s  family and h i s  company 
mates was by volunteer ing  t o  be  t h e  tunnel  r a t .  I n  a company 
o r  appa'rently i n  an o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  d i d n ' t  g ive  o u t  many 
medals, t h i s  guys got  t h r e e  Bronze S t a r s  f o r  v a l o r  and 
t h r e e  Purple  Hear ts .  So presumably--and h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
squad l eader s  and noncoms of t h e  3d Pla toon,  speak very h igh ly  
of him. 

A .  Okay. It  i s  d i f f i c u l t  unless  you work wi th  a 
man t o  r e a l l y  know but-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I was j u s t  wondering i f  
you had any s p e c i f i c  f e e l  f o r  him? 

A .  I j u s t  know t h e  name. 

Q. You wouldn ' t  know who h i s  squad l e a d e r  was? 

A .  No. During this time t h e r e  was a change. We 
were having problems g e t t i n g  l e a d e r s ,  and i n  some cases ,  i n  
f a c t ,  I had a PFC squad l eader  simply because t h e  Spec 4 ' s  
d i d n ' t  want t h e  job. I t  was r e a l l y  bad as  f a r  a s  g e t t i n g  
people who w a s  t r a i n e d  N C O ' s  o r  could have ac ted  i n  t h e  capa- 
c i t y  of N C O ' s .  A s  f a r  a s  t h i s  PFC was concerned, I was 
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j u s t  a s  happy w i t h  what h e  d i d .  I t  was a job--he f e l t  t h a t  
it w a s  h i s  du ty  t o  do i t ,  and he  would do t h e  b e s t  job h e  
could.  I j u s t  want t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  problem t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  
was having--and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  u n i t s  were having--is  
g e t t i n g  people  t h a t  were t r a i n e d  squad l e a d e r s  and--they 
j u s t  were n o t  e x i s t i n g .  

Q Absolu te ly  c o r r e c t .  I knew t h a t  from t h i s  end. 
Can you remember any th ing  e l s e  a b o u t ' t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Thinking back,  a s  soon a s  t h i s  b roke  on t e l e -
v i s i o n  and i n  t h e  news media, I thought  back on t h e  op-
e r a t i o n ,  and I was amazed t h a t  I d i d n ' t  remember an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  remember a c o l o n e l  coming i n  t o  
check t h i s  o r  any th ing  unusua l ,  any h i g h e r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  
were a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e r e .  And I assume t h i s  i s  j u s t  because 
I w a s n ' t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  s e e  t h i s .  

Q Okay. L e t ' s  go back t o  b a s i c  p r a c t i c e s  and t e c h -
n iques .  When you were marching on r o u t e  marches, d i d  you 
a t  any t ime have what I would c a l l  a i r  cove r  by choppers ,  
t h a t  you remember? 

A. Normally w e  d i d  n o t .  However, I found t h a t  any 
t i m e  I needed a chopper - - le t  me make a c o r r e c t i o n .  Task Force  
Barker--I was t h i n k i n g  when I w a s  w i th  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  I 
had no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  a chopper anytime,, and I c o u l d  g e t  
them normally very q u i c k l y .  Task Force Barker  was something 
else. We had a l i t t l e  b i t  of  t r o u b l e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  hav ing  chopper cover  when you w e r e  
on a r o u t e  march? 

A .  I c a n ' t  g i v e  you t h e  s p e c i f i c  d a t e  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  
a t ime i n  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  w e  had choppers.  They 
w e r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  cove r ing  us b u t  t h e y  were l ook ing  f o r  VC 
and they  would f l y  o f f  when w e  were i n  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  would 
a l low us to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  D o  
you recall  an i n c i d e n t  sometime d u r i n g  your  s e r v i c e  w i t h  
Task Force Barker  where a chopper actually cornered  a. VC 
w i t h  a weapon? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. But I c a n ' t  remember any th ing  o t h e r  
t han  t h a t .  

Q That  you went o u t  and p icked  him up? 
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A .  Right .  

Q He had a ca rb ine .  A c t u a l l y ,  I t h i n k  h e  may have 
been i n  a w e l l .  I unders tand Capta in  TRINKLE went o u t ,  and 
p u l l e d  him o u t  o f  t h e  w e l l ,  and took h i s  weapon away? 

A .  I remember t h a t .  

'Q. That  t h i s  guy had been a c t u a l l y  s p o t t e d  by a 
chopper and cornered?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any o t h e r  i nc iden t s - - ano the r  i n -
c i d e n t  where Capta in  SHELTON w a s  commanding t h e  company, 
and you w e r e  r i g h t  t h e r e  by t h a t  mountain? 

A.  I remember t h a t .  

Q- Where h e  had EIKENBERRY blow a bunch o f  houses 
where you found t h e  r i c e ?  You c o u l d n ' t  evacua te  i t  a l l .  
A chopper r e p o r t e d  t h e r e  was a s u s p e c t e d  VC a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and SHELTON, I b e l i e v e ,  and ano the r  man went i n  
t h e  chopper. They came back,  and they  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  guy had 
been a farmer .  H e  w a s  supposed t o  be a l l  r i g h t .  H e  w a s n ' t  
a VC. Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. I remember t h a t  r e a l  w e l l .  I remember e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  happened i n  t h a t  t i m e  sequence.  

Q That  was Capta in  SHELTON? 

A. Right .  

9. And when he des t royed  a l l  of  t h e s e  houses ,  and 
hootches  , and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  permanent-type b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  
had t h e  g r a i n  i n  it, t h e  rice i n  it, I unders tand  Colonel  
BARKER came down and w a s  r e a l  unhappy w i t h  him. Do you recall  
t h a t  p a r t  o f  it? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i nvo lved  i n  t h a t  p a r t .  I was g e n e r a l l y  
unhappy w i t h  t h e  way h e  was conduc t ing  t h e  w,ar, because blow-
i n g  up a house w i t h  r i c e  i n  it d o e s n ' t  do anyth ing  b u t  s c a t t e r  
t h e  r i c e .  Burning hootches  t h a t  you d o n ' t  g e t  f i r e  from j u s t  
hacks  o f f  t h e  people  t h a t  were maybe neu t r a l - -o r  maybe they  were 
on t h e  VC s i d e ,  because t h e  VC happened t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  a r e a .  
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But t h i s  was h i s  p o l i c y ,  and I o b j e c t e d  t o  it, and it  r e a l l y  
bo thered  m e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Did you vo ice  your  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n ?  

A .  I thinlc. on one occas ion  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  him n o t  
t o ,  and he  . s a i d ,  no ,  go ahead and burn them. And a f t e r  t h a t  
I would j u s t  go ahead i f  I was o rde red  t o  do i t .  I would go 
ahead and do it b u t  I o b j e c t e d  t o  it. Now t h i s  i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  
t o  where w e  r e c e i v e  f i r e ,  because t h i s  i s  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  
a s  f a r  a s  I am concerned.  But a s  f a r  as j u s t  going through 
a v i l l age - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Were you aware t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  
t h e  p o l i c y ?  

A. I had hea rd  from Capta in  TRINKLE it w a s  n o t .  
But a s  f a r  as Capta in  SHELTON was concerned,  h e  w a s  a new 
o f f i c e r  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Did you t e l l  him t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  p o l i c y ?  

A. I don1t r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  him i t  was t h e  p o l i c y .  

Q Did you e v e r  t h i n k  about  going t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
about  it, Task Force Barker  about  i t ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER, I t h i n k ,  was a r e a l  f i n e  o f f i c e r .  
However, a s  f a r  a s  I was concerned--and t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s  
were concerned--we d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  see him. 

Q I n  f a c t ,  how many t i m e s  do you r e c a l l  him l a n d i n g  
a t  t h e  company t h a t  you know o f ?  

A .  Maybe two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  maybe £oar .  It d i d n ' t  
s e e m  t o o  o f t e n .  I had some conve r sa t ion  w i t h  him a t  t h e  f i r e  
base  i n  h i s  TOC, and he  impressed me a s  b e i n g  a d e d i c a t e d  
s o l d i e r .  

Q Was t h i s  when SHELTON was i n  command? 

A .  Thi s  was r i g h t  a f t e r  Captain  TRINKLE was wounded, 
I n  f a c t ,  it w a s  t h e  n i g h t  Captain  TRINKLE was flown i n .  My 
p l a toon  went i n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f i r e  base .  Th i s  w a s  because 
we had r ece ived  s o  many c a s u a l t i e s  i n  my p l a toon  a t  t h a t  t ime .  
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W e  were chosen t o  go back i n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f i r e  base  f o r  
t h e  rest of t h e  n i g h t ,  and t h e  rest o f  t h e  company s t a y e d  o u t .  

Q. TRINKLE g o t  h i t  and w a s  evacua ted .  Rea l ly ,  s i n c e  
c a p t a i n  SHELTON had  g o t t e n  t h e r e ,  you d idn  it have a chance 
t o  s e e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A .  No. I mean t h i s  i s  j u s t  a g a i n s t  Army p r a c t i c e .  
I won' t  s a y  Army p r a c t i c e .  I t  is  a g a i n s t  t r a d i t i o n  t o  break 
t h e  cha in  o f  command, and I would c o n s i d e r  it b reak ing  t h e  
cha in  o f  command. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  was any 
g r e a t  problem. You thought  t h i s  w a s  a damn f o o l i s h  p o l i c y  
on h i s  p a r t ?  

A. I cons ide red  it a f o o l i s h  p o l i c y ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  
c o n s i d e r  it a c r ime .  I f  I would have cons ide red  i t  a cr ime,  
I would have broken t h e  cha in  o f  command. I won ' t  s ay  break  
t h e  c h a i n  o f  command, b u t  I would have asked t o  see t h e  c o l o n e l .  
I t  i s  a h a r d  t i l ing.  People  t h a t  you a r e  f i g h t i n g  w i t h ,  t h a t  you 
r e s p e c t ,  you a r e  a l l  i n  t h e  same b o a t ,  and it would be  ha rd  
t o  t u r n  somebody i n  f o r  something t h a t  you c o n s i d e r  a c r ime ,  
very d i f f i c u l t .  

Q L e t  m e  d e s c r i b e  some c i rcumstances  t o  you and i f  
a t  any t ime t h i s  s t r i k e s  a b e l l ,  I want you t o  go ahead and 
i n t e r r u p t .  Okay? 

A. Right .  

Q. The company i s  moving a long .  Your p l a t o o n  may be 
l e a d i n g ,  may n o t ,  and o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  i t  s e v e r a l  hundred 
meters ,  maybe q u i t e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  a r e  two 
choppers ,  t h e  H-2 3 t y p e ,  f l y i n g  c o v e r  i n  s e c u r i t y  f o r  you. 
And c o n s i d e r a b l y  o u t  f r o n t  and t o  t h e  f l a n k  200 o r  300 
meters pe rhaps ,  a v i l l a g e  i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  somewhere. One 
of t h e  choppers  s ta r t s  o r b i t i n g ,  t h e  low one ,  because they  
always f lew one down and one h igh ,  t h e  h igh  one p r o t e c t i n g  
t h e  low one. And i n t o  t h e  company n e t  t h e  chopper p i l o t  
s t a r t s  y e l l i n g  h e ' s  g o t  one co rne red ,  "Can you g e t  some people  
o u t  t h e r e ? "  The reason  I s a y  h e ' s  q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  away be-
cause it took  LO t o  20 minutes  t o  a c t u a l l y  g e t  two men o u t .  
Does t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h  Task Force 
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Barker.  I t  was i n  ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I r e c a l l  a s i m i l a r  
i n c i d e n t  happening. 

Q. W a i t  a minute ,  l e t  m e  con t inue  on t h e n .  The two 
men go o u t  t h e r e .  Sho t s  were f i r e d .  Maybe they  w e r e , o u t  s o  
f a r  t hey  d i d n ' t  h e a r  a s h o t .  The two men come back a lone .  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  s h o t  i s  hea rd  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e y  s t a r t  
r e t u r n i n g ,  a l l  h e l l  b r eaks  l o o s e  over  t h a t  r a d i o .  That  chopper 
p i l o t  i s  s o  mad h e  c a n ' t  s e e  s t r a i g h t .  H e  starts b e r a t i n g  t h e  
h e l l  o u t  of t h e  company commander about he has  exposed him-
s e l f ,  h i s  c r e w ,  and h i s  a i r c r a f t  f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  
of  t ime  t o  t r y  t o  c a p t u r e  a p r i s o n e r ,  and then  a l l  t h a t  happens 
i s  when h i s  r i f l e m e n  come up t h e r e ,  t hey  murder t h e  guy. Do 
you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No. For  some reason  I w a s n ' t  on t h e  r a d i o  o r  
w a s n ' t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I would have re-
membered it. 

Q. No q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind, i f  you had h e a r d  t h i s  > 

you would have remembered? i. 

A. D e f i n i t e l y .  

Q And t h e  chopper p i l o t  s ays  a f t e r  expos ing  h imse l f  
and h i s  peop le ,  and h i s  equipment t o  be ing  s h o t  down w h i l e  h e  
o r b i t e d  f o r  20  minutes ,  t h a t  he  wanted an e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  
why t h i s  happened. And t h e  company commander c a l l e d  t h e  p la toon  
l e a d e r  and s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "Okay, what happened 
and why?" And t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  s a i d ,  "Wait ,"  and t h e n  g o t  
ahold--apparent ly  g o t  aho ld  of  t h e  two men t h a t  went o u t  t o  
p i c k  t h i s  t h i n g  up, and t h e n  keyed h i s  r a d i o  s o  h i s  conver-
s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  two men came back over  t h e  a i r .  And t h e  
q u e s t i o n  was, "What happened?" The r i f l eman  s a i d ,  "Well,  h e  
was a VC w e  s h o t  him." And he  s a i d ,  "How do you know h e  w a s  
a VC? " "Well,  ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-ah .... 'I They can h e a r  
t h i s  over  t h e  r a d i o .  They can h e a r  it i n  t h e  chopper.  The 
p l a toon  l e a d e r  s ays  t o  t h e  r i f l e m e n ,  "You mean h e  had a grenadein 
bad a grenade i n  h i s  pocke t . "  So t h e n ,  normal r a d i o  procedure ,  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  c a l l s  t h e  company commander and s a y s ,  "He 
w a s  a VC. W e  know it because h e  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocke t . "  

The chopper p i l o t  s ays  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  
"Oh, h e l l ,  t hey  d i d n ' t  have t o  bayonet  him and s h o o t  him be-
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f o r e  t h e y  even checked him, and t h e y  never  s ea rched  him. I t  
w i l l  b e  a c o o l  day i n  h e l l  b e f o r e  I e v e r  f l y  cover  f o r  you 
guys a g a i n , "  and f l y s  o f f .  

A. I don 9 remember t h a t .  

Q Would you have hea rd  o f  any such t h i n g  i f  it 
had occur red?  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n .  Would I have 
heard  o f  it i n  my company? 

Q. If t h i s  had happened i n  t h e  company, would you
have hea rd  about  i t ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I would have,  and i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  I wouldn' t ,  because du r ing  most o f  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  
y o u ' r e  running  from one p o i n t  t o  ano the r .  

Q. Thi s  w a s  j u s t  t h e  r o u t e  march a c r o s s  count ry .  
You w e r e n ' t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  anyth ing  e l s e .  Th i s  w a s  a company 
moving a long  i n  a column o f  p l a t o o n s .  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. I c a n ' t  s a y  whether  I 
heard  about  i t  o r  n o t ,  because I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q *  
i t ?  

You t h i n k  i f  you had h e a r d  i t  you would remember 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  I would have. 

Q- You are p r e t t y  s u r e  you would have? 

A. I ' m  r ea sonab ly  s u r e .  

Q* Because what happened i s  t h e  t w o  men went o u t  
t h e r e ,  s p o t t e d  t h r e e  VC. Two o f  them had ducked' Three men, 
obvious ly  m i l i t a r y  age,  i n  b l ack  pajamas,  a p p a r e n t l y  no 
weapons. A l l  o f  them had run.  Two o f  them had jumped i n t o  
e i t h e r  s p i d e r  h o l e s  o r  caves .  But h e  had co rne red  t h i s  guy, 
and t h i s  guy l a y  down a long  t h e  r i c e  paddy d i k e  and j u s t  
s t a y e d  t h e r e .  And when t h e  two r i f l e  men came up, h e  
t u r n e d  h i s  head and looked a t  them, and one o f  t h e  r i f l emen  
bayoneted him and t h e n  s h o t  him through t h e  head.  
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A. There a r e  people t h a t  way. You j u s t  have t o  
watch them, d o n ' t  l e t  them go o u t  on opera t ions  l i k e  t h a t .  
But I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I have never seen anything l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Have you ever  heard of a n y - - i t ' s  n o t  normal t h a t  
a chopper p i l o t  would chew ou t  a company commander, a  
capta in .  

A. Well, t h i s  i s  what I ' m  saying--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Over t h e  radio--and every r a d i o  
i n  t h e  company would have heard t h i s .  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q A s  a  p la toon l e a d e r ,  you might not  be r i g h t  
with your RTO, I agree ,  b u t  i f  h e ' s  walking along i n  a 
column wi th  you and t h a t  r a d i o  s t a r t s  b l a r i n g ,  he ' s  going 
t o  come up t o  you. 

A .  Well, i f  i t  was d i r e c t e d  t o  me he would. 

Q I mean a f t e r  a while  with t h i s  k ind  of conver-
s a t i o n ,  he  would have g o t t e n  up c l o s e  t o  you. I f  you were 
t h e  t h i r d  l ead ing  platoon leader--well ,  apparent ly  t h e  
leading  p la toon was t h e  guy who heard t h e  n e t .  I f  you a r e  
t h e  2d Platoon l e a d e r  o r  t h e  3d Platoon l e a d e r ,  r ega rd less  
of where you w e r e  i n  t h e  z o l ~ ~ ,ysu wculd  have t o  be wi th  
t h a t  RTO. 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  R T O ' s  t h a t  I chose were t h e  s m a r t e s t  
people t h a t  I had simply because when something l i k e  t h i s  
happened, i f  I was busy doing something, they could r e l a t e  
it i n t e l l i g e n t l y ,  and i n  some cases  whzre I was unable t o  
r e a c t  immediately. and an immediate answer had t o  be given,  they 
could do it. And t h i s  i s  perhaps t h e  reason I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
hear ing  t h i s  conversa t ion .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i -
dent .  

Q W e  d o n ' t  know whether it was your company o r  n o t .  

A. My RTO--well, he was wounded. He might remember 
something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q What 's  h i s  name? 
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A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  t h e  one a t  t h a t  time could have been 
COOPER. He should have been RTO a t  t h a t  t ime. He was a 
Spec 4 when he go t  out .  A t  t h a t  time he was probably a PFC. 

Q COOPER wasn ' t  even with you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. H e  wasn ' t ?  

Q. Nope, he wasn ' t  i n  t h e  company. 

A. He was wounded when Captain TRINKLE got  wounded, 
s o  t h i s  was a l i t t l e  b i t  before  t h a t  t ime. 

Q - I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of my time frame. I ' m  n o t  su re  of 
my company. 

A. But t h a t  was when COOPER was wounded,, and t h a t ' s  
when h e  l e f t  t h e  a c t i o n .  

LTC BRANDT: I would l i k e  t o  go back probably t o  t h e  n igh t  
of t h e  1 5 t h  o r  very e a r l y  on t h e  16th  of March. 

A. Could you genera l ly  t e l l  me what happened i n  t h a t  
,time per iod?  

. Q. Well, t h i s  would have been p r i o r  t o  moving ou t  
.on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  My L a i  a rea?  

A. The blocking? 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  a company b r i e f i n g  o r  a b r i e f i n g  
by t h e  company commander p r i o r  t o  t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A .  Well, I rece ived  a  b r i e f i n g  on t h a t .  I t  went t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon would be h e r e ,  t h e  2d Platoon 
would be h e r e ,  t h e  3d Platoon would be wherever they were, 
Char l i e  Company i s  suppose t o  CA, and what have you. But t h a t  
i s  a l l  t h a t  was given ou t .  

Q Were a l l  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  p r e s e n t  dur ing  t h i s  
b r i e f i n g ?  Were you c a l l e d  i n  by t h e  company commander, Captain 
RIGGS, and g iven  a  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  opera t ion ,  o r  d i d  
he  come down t o  s e e  you, o r  d i d  he i s s u e  a  £rag  o r d e r  t o  you? 

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I c a n ' t  remember. I j u s t  remember 
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g e t t i n g  in fo rma t ion  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  from Cap ta in  RIGGS. 
I c a n ' t  remember t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  o r  who was t h e r e .  

Q But you do remember g e t t i n g  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  d i r -
e c t l y  from Capta in  RIGGS? 

A. Y e s .  

Q Was a concept  g iven  f o r  t h e  o v e r a l l  o p e r a t i o n ?
Now you mentioned something about  C Company as f a r  a s  t h e i r  
combat a s s a u l t  was concerned.  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Was t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  s t a t e d ?  What 
w a s  t h e  purpose o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l ?  Did Cap-
t a i n  R I G G S  mention t h i s  t o  you? 

A. I know what your  a r e  g e t t i n g  a t .  The o b j e c t i v e  
a s  given t o  us was t h a t  t h e y  would sweep t h e  area and make 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy. But t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  w a s  g iven .  
Now c e n t r a l l y ,  Captain  RIGGS, he would g i v e  t h e  g e n e r a l  con-
c e p t  of what C h a r l i e  Company w a s  do ing  and t h e n  g e t  i n  de-
t a i l  what w e  were doing.  But t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  w a s  g iven  t o  
u s .  There w a s  no th ing  about  burn ing  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  
s h o o t i n g  t h e  cows, o r  what have you. 

Q Nothing t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

A. No. 

Q You mentioned i n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  t h a t  v i l l a g e s  were 
burned o r  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  burned.  J u s t  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on t h i s ,  
appa ren t ly  t h i s  was a p o l i c y  of  some type  w i t h i n  Task Force 
Barker  from what you have r e l a t e d  p rev ious ly .  Is t h i s  cor -
r e c t ?  

A. No, it w a s  o n l y  t h e  p o l i c y  of  Capta in  SHELTON. 

Q Of Captain  SHELTON. To burn? 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  a s  a whole, it ve ry  
seldom happened. I w a s n ' t  a t  a l l  u p s e t  wi th  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  
when t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  happened. 

Q A r e  you aware of  Capta in  SHELTON making any r e q u e s t  
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o r  r e c e i v i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Task Force Barker  o r  
t h e  command group o f  Task Force Barker  t o  do t h i s ?  Did he  
r e q u e s t  pe rmis s ion  t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  d i d .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what u n i t  
he w a s  working w i t h  b e f o r e  he  g o t  t o  o u r  company. I t h i n k  
it w a s  p robably  t h e i r  p o l i c y .  I t h i n k  h e  j u s t  c a r r i e d  it 
over .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, down a t  t h e  company l e v e l ,  com-
pany commanders made d e c i s i o n s  a p p a r e n t l y  based on t h i s  t o  
burn b u i l d i n g s ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an op in ion  again--I  t h i n k  
t h a t  Cap ta in  SHELTON w a s  n o t  g iven permiss ion ;  h e  took it 
as f a r  as h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  was concerned.  I t h i n k  t h a t  
e v e n t u a l l y  it would be s topped  i f  he  remained company commander. 
I t  w a s  o n l y  3,4,5,8 days b e f o r e  h e  w a s  wounded. 

Q- Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any t y p e  of a b r i e f -
i n g  as f a r  as p o l i c y  was concerned on t h i s  a s p e c t  of  oper-
a t i o n ?  

A. Only from Capta in  TRINKLE, and he  made t h e  s t a t e -
ment t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  p o l i c y ,  and of  cou r se  he  r e s e r v e d  a 
l i t t l e  o f  t h e  i n i t a t i v e  f o r  h i m s e l f .  I remember, n o t  i n  My 
L a i ,  b u t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a  we had a guy who had h i s  f o o t  
blown o f f  by a hootch.  I t  w a s  obvious  t h a t  t h e  people  i n  
t h e  hootch  had t o  know t h e r e  was a booby t r a p  t h e r e .  So we 
went ahead and burned down t h a t  hootch .  But it w a s  t h i s  k i n d  
of  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  Capta in  TRINKLE took ,  b u t  I t h i n k  r i g h t f u l l y  
S O .  

Q. But i n  o t h e r  words, Capta in  TRINKLE made t h e  
d e c i s i o n  h e r e  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case?  

A .  Right .  

Q J u s t  as Capta in  SHELTON would make d e c i s i o n s  i n  
regards  t o  bu rn ing  hootches  and v i l l a g e s .  

A.. R igh t .  

Q. To your  knowledge, t hey  never  r e q u e s t e d  permis-
s i o n  t o  do t h i s  o r  t h e y  neve r  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
c o n t r a r y  from t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  Task Force Barker?  
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A. Not Task Force Barker .  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  
t h e  p o l i c y  t h a t  Captain  TRINKLE was r e l a t i n g  t o  me w a s  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q Now, i f  I can go back,  p r i o r  t o  a t t a c h i n g  A/3/1 
t o  Task Force  Barker ,  what do you r e c a l l  t h e  p o l i c y  on t h i s  
t o  be  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  3/1? Did you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any b r i e f i n g s  
t h e r e ?  

A. It w a s  n o t  t h e  p o l i c y  t o  burn ,  b u t  i t  w a s  more o r  
less unders tood t h a t  i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a r o s e  where ,  more o r  
l e s s ,  it was obvious  t h a t  i t  shou ld  be burned,  I would j u s t  
go ahead and c a l l  Capta in  TRINKLE and g e t  permiss ion  from 
him. I t h i n k  t h a t  h e  would r e p l y  on h i s  own judgment. 

Q- Did Cap ta in  TRINKLE e v e r  b r i e f  you on t h i s  a s p e c t  
o f  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I w a s  assuming he  s a i d  t h a t  it was n o t  t h e  p o l i c y  
t o  burn.  Th i s  was t h e  b r i e f i n g  he  gave. And on o c c a s i o n ,  
l i k e  t h i s  booby t r a p  i n c i d e n t ,  I asked t h a t  w e  bu rn ,  and he  
s a i d ,  "Yes, w e ' l l  burn t h a t  hootch r i g h t  h e r e .  " 

Q What w a s  h i s  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  t h e s e  o r d e r s  
aga in  t o  burn? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  was no way t h a t  t h e  booby t r a p  could  
have been p u t  o u t  w i thou t  t h e  people  i n  t h e  hootch knowing 
about  it. No wsy. Ifi f a c t ,  t h e  people  in t h e  h ~ o t c hw a s  t h e  
ones t h a t  p u t  it o u t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: When you and Capta in  TRINKLE d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  
p o l i c y  o f  burn ing ,  d i d  you p a s s  t h i s  on t o  your  people?  

A. Y e s ,  I had t o  always be  on--the people  i n  my 
p l a t o o n ,  t h e y  couldn ' t  unders tand  why we couldn I t burn t h e  
v i l l a g e s .  Sometimes they  would do it knowing t h a t  i t  was 
s t r i c t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  I had given them. I would 
have t o  go and chew them o u t  f o r  it o r  what have you. I 
had t o  always be on t o p  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  burn ing ,  because 
t h e s e  1 8 ,  19 year -o ld  people  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  unders tand why 
they  were o v e r  there. You're on o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  maybe 3 weeks, 
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4 weeks, and t h e  on ly  t h i n g  you see i s  a booby t r a p  o r  buddy 
blown up. They c o u l d n ' t  unders tand why you c o u l d n ' t  do 
something about  it. They f e l t  more o r  less h e l p l e s s .  

Q Even though t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any r e a l  j u s t i f i c a -
t i o n ?  

A. Even though. I remember some i n s t a n c e s  where 
they  d i d n ' t  r e c e i v e  f i r e  t h a t  t hey  lit a hootch.  Of 
course ,  i t ' s  t o o  l a t e  when i t ' s  burn ing .  I j u s t  r e i n f o r c e d  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  go ing  t o  do t h a t  anymore. 

LTC BRANDT: I have one o t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  Going back i n t o  
January.  You were wi th  t h e  3/1 i n  Vietnam i n  J anua ry .  If 
you can recal l  back t h a t  f a r ,  d i d  you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any guid-
ance i n  r e g a r d  t o  p o l i c y . o f  h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s  on des-

. t r u c t i o n  o f  c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y ,  c a t t l e ,  such a s  s h o o t i n g  cat-
t le ,burning b u i l d i n g s ,  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  damaging o r  d e s t r o y i n g  
them? Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any type  of  guidance 
from t h e  t i m e  you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  None. I t  wasn ' t .  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a c l a s s .  O f  cou r se ,  
you know, what it f a l l s  o n ' i s  t h e  company commander and t h e  
p l a toon  l e a d e r s .  When t h e y  s e e  something wrong, c o r r e c t  it. 
T h a t ' s  what i t  b o i l s  down t o .  

Q e  Were you e v e r  aware t h a t  t h e r e  was any p o l i c y  
by h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  d e s t r o y i n g  c i v i l i a n  pro-
p e r t y ?  

A. J u s t  on burning.  

Q. You w e r e  aware t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a p o l i c y  t h e n  by
h i g h e r  headqua r t e r s?  

A. Right .  

Q. Was it w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  do you recal l  
whether it was a p o l i c y  country-wide, t h a t  o f  MACV, USARV? 
Did anybody e v e r  s a y  USARV p o l i c y  o r  t h e  MACV p o l i c y  on t h i s  
is? 

A. How h i g h  it went,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  i t  w a s  t h e  
b r igade ,  as p a r t  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  b r i g a d e  p o l i c y .  I n  
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Task Force Barker  t h e r e  was never  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven ,  a l -
though as f a r  as I w a s  concerned people  i n  my p l a t o o n  would 
n o t  do it. 

Q *  I f  I can j u s t  r e s t a t e  t h a t  t h e n ,  you were aware 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a p o l i c y  t h a t  it w a s  a p o l i c y  o f  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade? 

A. Right .  

Q But you do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  r e c e i v i n g  any formal  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  any b r i e f i n g  expanding upon, t h i s  p o l i c y .  It  
w a s  more o r  less common knowledge o r  hearsay  t h a t  you a re .  
r e f e r r i n g  t o .  I n  o t h e r  words, you assume t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  
p o l i c y  o f  t h e  b r i g a d e .  To your  knowledge, Task Force Barker  
e i t h e r  d i d n ' t  e n f o r c e  t h i s  p o l i c y  o r  e l s e  t h e y  had a d i f -
f e r e n t  p o l i c y .  You assume t h a t  h e  had c l e a r e d  t h i s  through 
t h e  b r igade .  Now t h a t ' s  p u t t i n g  a l o t  of  words o u t .  J u s t  
go back through i t  slowly..  I want t o  make s u r e  I know where 
you g e t  your  i n fo rma t ion  from. 

A. I knew t h a t  it w a s n ' t  b r igade  p o l i c y  because 
Capta in  TRINKLE had t o l d  me it w a s n ' t  b r igade  p o l i c y .  In 
t h e  same r e s p e c t ,  a s  p a r t  of Task Force Barker ,  no i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  whatsoever  as f a r  as burning--a t  leas t  it d i d n ' t  g e t  
down t o  m e .  Perhaps it w a s .  I wish somebody had g iven  it 
t o  m e .  I would have gone up t o  Capta in  SHELTON and s a i d  
t h i s  i s  a g a i n s t  p o l i c y .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  it d id .  Hope-
f u l l y  I d i d  t e l l  him t h a t .  

Q - But you neve r  r e c e i v e d  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  
con t r acy  as f a r  a s  any o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  Task Force Barker?  

A. That  i s  c o r r e c t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Was it common p r a c t i c e  f o r  you t o  c a l l  in 
a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. A s  p a r t  o f  Task Force Barker ,  on ly  when w e  were 
a c t u a l l y  be ing  s h o t  a t  d i d  w e  c a l l  a r t i l l e r y .  I mean i f  
w e  w e r e  b e i n g  s h o t  a t  from a v i l l a g e ,  it d i d n ' t  matter what 
s i z e  t h e  v i l l a g e  was, w e  would c a l l  i n  a r t i l l e r y .  And you 
know a s  f a r  as I am concerned t h e r e  i s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount 
of d i s c r e t i o n  t h a t  has  t o  be  used i n  something l i k e  t h a t .  
A s  f a r  a s  endanger ing American l i v e s  and endanger ing  c i v i -
l i a n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  And we had no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  a r t i l l e r y  
when reques ted .  
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Q- But you had t o  use  your judgment on whether t o  
c a l l  it i n  o r  not?  

A. Right .  And I ' d  only c a l l  it i n ,  and I th ink  
Captain TRINKLE and o t h e r  company commanders I had would 
only c a l l  it i n  when we had people t h a t  were i n  danger of 
being s h o t .  Not j u s t  because we th ink  t h e  VC were i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  We wouldn ' t  j u s t  pu t  a r t i l l e r y  on it o r  c a l l  an 
a i r  s t r i k e  on it. 

Q- Now, l e t ' s  go back t o  when you f i r s t  joined t h e  
br igade ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  you received. Colonel BRANDT's g o t  
some more ques t ions?  

LTC BRANDT: What I would l i k e  t o  do i s  t ake  you back t o  
September o r  October which, a s  you previous ly  s t a t e d ,  i s  t h e  
t i m e  you joined t h e  br igade .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  where were you 
p r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  br igade?  

A. I g o t  ou t  of OCS,  went home f o r  a month, and then 
went t o  t h e  br igade .  

Q When you joined t h e  b r igade ,  t h a t  apparent ly  was 
t h e  pe r iod  of t ime r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  br igade  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  amphibious e x e r c i s e  Coral Seas 11. 

That i s  r i g h t .  

Q And they  s t a r t e d  a very concent ra ted  t r a i n i n g  
program i n  p repara t ion  f o r  movement overseas .  What type of 
t ra in ing--could  you j u s t  th ink  back, what type  of t r a i n i n g  
d i d  you p r i m a r i l y  rece ive?  And then  I ' l l  g e t  i n t o  some spec-
i f i c  ques t ions .  I f  you could j u s t  s t a t e  f o r  me what you 
r e c a l l  t o  be t h e  a reas  of  ,emphasis. 

A. The t r a i n i n g  i s  very s i m i l a r  t o ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  you g e t  i n  any i n f a n t r y  u n i t .  There was n o t  t o o  
much d i s t i n c t i o n  made except  we had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  go 
ou t  i n  t h e  boonies of Hawaii which was f a r  more rugged than  
anything w e  expieienced i n  Vietnam. Actua l ly ,  ope ra t ing  i n  
combat s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  But we rece ived  riot-con-
tr01 t r a i n i n g ,  CBR t r a i n i n g ,  j u s t  normal in fan t ry - type  
t r a i n i n g .  

Q Would you say  t h a t  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  your t r a i n -
i n g  evolved around t a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e s  o r  d i d  you have a l o t  
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o f  c lassroom p r e s e n t a t i o n s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was sp read  o u t  between b o t h .  There 
w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  t h a t  much t a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e  by t h e  t i m e  I 
g o t  t h e r e .  Of c o u r s e ,  t hey  went on t h e  Molokai--was t h a t  ' 

t h e  i s l a n d  t h e y  went on? 

Q Right.  

A. For t h e  amphibious o p e r a t i o n .  That  w a s  a very 
e x t e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n .  By t h e  t ime I g o t  t h e r e ,  we'd go o u t  
f o r  2 o r  3 days and sometimes a week and j u s t  s t a y  o u t .  
W e  would be  g iven  combat-type s i t u a t i o n s  and o p e r a t e  i n  t h a t  
r e s p e c t .  But we had j u s t  a s  many c l a s s e s  i n  CBR, weapons 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  l e s s o n s  on claymore mines, e t c .  

Q A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  were you then  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  
o f  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So you were wi th  t h e  2d P la toon  through t h a t  
p o r t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  and t h e n  when you moved o v e r  t o  Vietnam 
you remained wi th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  t h a t  was r e c e i v e d ,  
by your p l a t o o n .  i n  r e g a r d  t o  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. 

Q Were you t a s k e d  t o  p r e s e n t  c l a s s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  program as a p l a toon  l e a d e r ?  

A.  Y e s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  normal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a 
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any c l a s s e s  t h a t  were p r e s e n t e d - t o  
your  company o r  t o  your  p l a toon  r ega rd ing  r u l e s  o f  engage-
ment? I n  o t h e r  words, when you could r e t u r n  f i r e  i n  t h e  case 
o f  a v i l l a g e ?  

What you'  re g e t t i n g  t o  i s  t h e  Vietnamese s i t u a -
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Q- That  i s  c o r r e c t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  s t r i c t l y  V i e t -
nam, i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  moving t o  Vietnam. 

A. S t r i c t l y  Vietnam p r e p a r a t i o n ,  no. European-
type  s i t u a t i o n ,  yes .  

Q. Now a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  game then  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
wasn ' t  modif ied a s  y e t  t o  r e a l l y  r e f l e c t  a Vietnam envi ron-
ment? 

A. I n  some a s p e c t ,  b u t  n o t  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  as-
p e c t  as f a r  as hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s .  

Q You d o n ' t  reca l l - -once  aga in  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
e v e r  r e c e i v i n g  any t r a i n i n g  o r  your  p l a t o o n  r e c e i v i n g  t r a i n -
i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  geared  t o  hand l ing  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of  war? 

A. I n  a Vietnam s i t u a t i o n ?  

Q - I n  a Vietnam s i t u a t i o n .  

A. NO,  sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  p u t  it t h i s  way: i n  a counte r insurgency  
s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  
But a g a i n  w e  have--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  you a r e  a produc t  o f  o u r  
OCS. Somehow or  ano the r  you were s e l e c t e d  t o  go t o  OCS. I 
d o n ' t  know whether you had p rev ious  s e r v i c e  o r  whether  you 
came i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  and a p p l i e d  f o r  OCS, and w e r e  s e l e c t e d ,  
and went a lmos t  immediately.  Were you aware t h a t  w e  have 
a coun te r in su rgency- t ac t i c - t echn ique  po l i cy2  I t  i s n ' t  a l l  
j u s t  s h o o t  ' e m  up. Did anybody e v e r  impress  t h i s  on you 
du r ing  your  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. It w a s n ' t  impressed t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I remem-
ber it. Now t h e r e  may have been a class. 

Q It was n o t  impressed enough i n  your  t r a i n i n g
f o r  you t o  r e a l i z e - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Not t h a t  type  o f  s i t u a t i o n .  Con-
v e n t i o n a l  w a r f a r e ,  y e s ,  sir. 
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LTC BRANDT: I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  i n  
Hawaii. To your  knowledge, j u s t  t o  r e s t a t e ,  you do n o t  
r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  be ing  p r e s e n t e d ,  e i t h e r  by you o r  by 
some o t h e r  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  w i t h i n  your  company, on t h e  hand-
l i n g  of PW's o f  A/3/1, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That  i s  c o r r e c t ,  and o f  course  it i s  l i m i t e d  t o  
t h e  Vietnam s i t u a t i o n ,  c i v i l i a n - t y p e  PW's. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
made between VC d e t a i n e e s  and c i v i l  defendant?  You d o n ' t  re-
c a l l  any o f  t h e s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  be ing  mentioned? 

A. Not r i g h t  o f fhand .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
f i v e  S ts ?  Does t h e  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. Is t h a t  as f a r  as hand l ing  c a p t u r e d  m a t e r i a l ?  

Q The hand l ing  o f  peop le ,  t o  s e a r c h  them, t o  seg-
r e g a t e  them, t o  s i l e n c e  them, t o  s a fegua rd  them? 

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q You do remember t r a i n i n g  on t h i s ?  

A. Right .  

Q What about  t h e  f i f t h  one,  t o  sa feguard .  Do you 
e v e r  recall  any expansion on what s a f egua rd  meant as f a r  
a s  hand l ing  P W t s  o r  w a s  i t  e v e r  exp la ined?  

A. No, I d o n ' t  recal l .  

Q Do you remember who p re sen ted  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
i n s t r u c t i o n ?  Was i t  by t h e  company o r  w a s  it by a b r i g a d e  
i n s t r u c t o r  group? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w a s  company l e v e l .  

Q Company l e v e l .  

A .  Y e s .  Of cou r se ,  t h i s  wouldn t be r e q u i r e d  by 
t h e  b r igade  f o r  a company. 
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Q Now, I r e a l i z e  t h a t  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  of t i m e  
t h a t  you were wi th  t h e  br igade i n  Hawaii, you had a g r e a t  
i n f l u x  of f i l l e r  personal .  Do you r e c a l l  any personnel  
turbulence  wi th in  your s p e c i f i c  p la toon,  wi th in  your com-
pany? Were you rece iv ing  new people o r  d i d  you p r e t t y  
much have a f i l l e d  organiza t ion  back i n  September o r  
October when you joined your u n i t ?  

A. The exac t  f i g u r e s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I know 
t h a t  w e  were unders taf fed  a s  f a r  a s  N C O ' s  and o t h e r  en-
l i s t e d  men, and we l o s t - - I  know t h e  br igade l o s t  q u i t e  a 
few people who were n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  go over  t o  Vietnam. 
Of course ,  t h i s  requi red  a tremendous f i l l .  When we reached 
Vietnam, we were d e f i n i t e l y  s h o r t .  We were t o l d  a t  t h a t  
time when we g o t  t h e r e  we would be r e f i l l e d ,  and t h i s  never 
happened a s  f a r  a s  I know. 

9- Now, when you l o s t  some of t h e s e  people,  t h e r e  
were some i n s t r u c t i o n s  p u t  ou t  a s  f a r  a s  mandatory t r a i n -
i n g  i n  Hawaii t h a t  had t o  be accomplished. Do you r e c a l l  
any of t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  were inentioned, t h a t  you had t o  
cover p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  Hawaii? 

A. Well, POR? 

Q. The POR q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  

A. Of course ,  one would be weapons, Code of Con-
duct--these a r e  t h e  t h i n g s  I s t i l l  have i n  mind now. I 
imagine about 1 5  o r  s o  were requi red .  

Q. To your  knowledge, d i d  you accomplish a l l  of 
t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  Considering t h e  personnel  turbulence  ,'d i d  
you accomplish a l l  of t h i s  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  l eav ing  
Hawaii o r  d i d  you have some car ryover  t h a t  you had t o  
accomplish i n  Vietnam? 

A. I f  y o u ' r e  s t a t i n g  was i t - - d i d  1 0 0  pe rcen t  g e t  
a l l  of it, no, because t h e  turbulence  was too  g r e a t .  But 
t h e  v a s t  ma jo r i ty  d i d  r ece ive  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  

Q Were you t o  r ece ive  t r a i n i n g  t o  your know-
ledge when you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? Was your u n i t  t o  be 
given a pe r iod  of  time t o  accomplish mandatory t r a i n i n g .  

A. Yes. Of course,  they have a  school  i n  ~ i e t n a m .  
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I f o r g e t  where it w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t ime ,  b u t  w e  d i d  go t o  
it f o r  3 o r  4 days ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q Was t h i s  s choo l  p r e s e n t e d  by people  from t h e  
l l t h  Brigade o r  were t h e s e  people  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  from t h e  
3d Brigade o f  t h e  4 t h  I n f a n t r y  Div is ion?  

A .  They w e r e  n o t  from t h e  11 th  Brigade,  s o  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  what t h e y  w e r e  from. I assume they  were from t h e  
3d Brigade.  

Q These i n s t r u c t o r s ,  d i d  they come down t o  your  u n i t  
o r  d i d  you go t o  some t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. W e  went t o  a t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  where t hey  had 
some mock v i l l a g e s  and booby t r a p s ,  e tc .  

Q Right .  s o  t hey  gave you i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
p rope r  s e a r c h  t echn iques  and procedures  u s ing  Vietnamese 
v i l l a g e s  t h a t  had been abandoned, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Th i s  i s  c o r r e c t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  
used t o  t h e  tremendous load  t h a t  t hey  had a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
There w a s  a whole b r i g a d e  coming over  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I 
cons idered  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  adequate  because everybody t h a t  
was over  t h e r e  was very  anxious  t o  l e a r n .  They r e a l i z e d  
it w a s  t o  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t  advantage.  

Q A s  you r e c a l l ,  t h i s  s choo l  l a s t e d  how many days? 

A. I r e a l l y  can '  t say .  I remember a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
c l a s s e s ,  go ing  through t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  l ook ing  a t  VC weapons, 
and t h a t ' s  a l l  I r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  
t h e  hand l ing  of PW's was covered? 

A. I can '  t r e c a l l .  

Q How about  r u l e s  o f  engagement, was t h i s  s u b j e c t
covered on t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  in Vietnam? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  
though. 
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Q. Did you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  e i t h e r  
i n '  Hawaii,  o r  i n  Vietnam, o r  f o r  t h a t  matter even d u r i n g  
your OCS t r a i n i n g  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o r  r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A. I f  you narroh it down t o  t h a t ,  no, I d o n ' t  re-
cal l .  

Q But you d i d  r e c e i v e  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  Geneva 
Convention? 

A. Y e s .  

Q *  I n  o t h e r  words, you had a b a s i c  course .  When 
w a s  t h i s ?  

A. I r e c e i v e d  i t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  OCS and a t  t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade  i n  Hawaii. Of c o u r s e ,  t h e y  have c a r d s  t h a t  
you c a r r y  i n  your  b i l l f o l d  t h a t  l i s t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h e r e .  

Q- Could you expand on t h i s  t r a i n i n g  as f a r  as t h e  
scope i s  concerned.  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  c a r d s  are a v a i l -
able--and you a p p a r e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a c a r d  on t h e  Geneva Con-
vention--as f a r  a s  t h e  scope w a s  concerned,  d i d  i t  p r i m a r i l y  
concern i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  l i s t e d  on t h e  c a r d  o r  d i d  it 
g e t  i n t o  t h e  Geneva Convention o f ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  1949? Did 
anyone go back i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Geneva Convention? 

A .  W e l l ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e y  expanded, you know, what 
w a s  on t h e  c a r d ;  t h e y  expanded it. Of cou r se ,  . t h e r e  a r e  some 
good movies on t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  w e r e  shown, and t h a t ' s  what 
I recall a t  t h e  t ime.  

Q One o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t r a i n i n g ,  d i d  your  
u n i t ,  w h i l e  it w a s  i n  Hawaii o r  upon a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam, re-
c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a law-
f u l  o r d e r ?  I n  o t h e r  words, what i s  a l a w f u l  o r d e r  and what 
is n o t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- You d i d  r e c e i v e  some t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- The t r o o p s  d i d  r e c e i v e  t r a i n i n g  on t h i s ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you recal l  t h e  scope of  t h a t  t r a i n i n g ?  How 
much t i m e  was s p e n t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was probably an hour  c l a s s  i n  con-
junc t ion  w i t h  your  r i g h t s - - t h e  ~ ~ G - t ~ p ec o u r t s ,  and t h e  t r o o p s ,  
of cou r se ,  t h i s  was of  i n t e r e s t  t o  them. I t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
them. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a movie on it a l s o .  

Q To your  knowledge, do you r e c a l l  a JAG-type 
o f f i c e r ,  someone from t h e  JAG o f f i c e ,  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  i n -
s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  11 th  Brigade i s  concerned? 

Q A s  f a r  a s  t h e  11 th  Brigade,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
was accomplished i n  coun t ry .  O r  w a s  t h i s  p r e s e n t e d  by a com-
pany o f f i c e r  u s ing  t r a i n i n g  f i l m s  o r  something such a s  t h i s ?  

A. I know t h a t  w e  had a J A G  o f f i c e r  g i v e  a t a l k ,  
b u t  I'm n o t  s u r e  it w a s  on t h i s .  I t  probably w a s .  

Q You d o n ' t  know whether he covered c o n s t i t u t i o n  
of a l a w f u l  o r d e r ,  o r  t h e  Geneva Convention,  o r  r e p o r t i n g  
a t r o c i t i e s ,  b u t  you do r e c a l l  a J A G  o f f i c e r  hav ing  a c l a s s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it would cover  what a l a w f u l  o r d e r  i s ,  
and t h i s  I t h i n k  t h i s  was a r ranged  a t  t h e  company l e v e l .  I 
t h i n k  they  r eques t ed  t h a t  a JAG o f f i c e r  come ove r  and g i v e  
t h e  c l a s s .  I t  was--wasn't  a b r igade- type  class o r  b a t t a l i o n -
t y p e  c l a s s .  

Q. Your p l a toon  a p p a r e n t l y  had r ece ived  a l o t  o f  
f i l l e r  pe r sonne l ,  as you mentioned. You were s h o r t  as f a r  as 
t h e  squad l e a d e r s  were concerned,  t h e  squad l e a d e r ,  p l a t o o n  
s e r g e a n t ,  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q W e  were s h o r t  i n  a lmos t  every  r e s p e c t .  I t h i n k  
we went over  abou t ,  I ' m  n o t  sure--about maybe 3 4  peop le ,  and,  
of cou r se ,  t h e  TOE i s  what ,  4 3  now? And, of c o u r s e ,  immediately 
when you g e t  t h i s ,  you s t a r t  l o s i n g  people  from a c c i d e n t s ,  
i l l n e s s ,  ma l inge r ing ,  and s t u g f  l i k e  t h i s .  And o f t e n  t i m e s  
I went o u t  w i th  a 20-man p l a t o o n .  This  is  no th ing  unusua l ,  
and t h i s  w a s  w i t h  Task Force  Barker .  
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Q To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e n ,  as f a r  as t h e  j u n i o r  
l e a d e r s ,  t h e r e  was tu rbu lence  t h e r e  j u s t  a s  it w a s  w i th  t h e  
rest o f  your  t r o o p s .  You d i d n ' t  have any people  t h a t  were 
a s s igned  e a r l y  d u r i n g  t r a i n i n g  i n  H a w a i i  t h a t  remained i n  
your p l a toon?  

A. Sergean t  CARIS, Se rgean t  TUMACDER, t h e s e  people  
were w i t h  t h e  p l a t o o n  q u i t e  some t i m e .  

Q Those a r e  t h e  on ly  two t h a t  you recal l  t o  be 
r a t h e r  permanent? 

A. These a r e  t h e  on ly  two c a r e e r  Army pe r sonne l .  
The rest  t h a t  I assume w e r e  t h e  t y p e  t h a t  would s e r v e  t h e r e  
t i m e ,  t hen  t h e y  would go t o  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  I have on t r a i n i n g .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Well ,  M r .  COKER, I a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming 
i n .  I would l i k e  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  w e  
r e q u e s t  you n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  anyone. W e  p o i n t  o u t  
aga in ,  t h i s  does n o t  apply t o  any o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
o r  any C I D  people  t h a t  may come and ask f o r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
people  of  an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  n a t u r e .  I want t o  thank 
you v e r y ,  ve ry  much f o r  coming i n ,  f o r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  you 
have g iven  us .  I t  has  been very  h e l p f u l .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
make s u r e  w e  d o n ' t  l e ave  any s t o n e  unturned,  you can see 
what w e  a r e  doing.  You can s e e  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  ove r  350 
people ,  i n c l u d i n g  Vietnamese. General  PEERS has  gone a l l  
t h e  way t o  Vietnam w i t h  h i s  group.  W e  have t a l k e d  t o  15  
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s ,  o f f i c e r s ,  and s o  f o r t h .  I f  you by any 
chance have any pape r s ,  maps, photographs ,  o r  any th ing  t h a t  
might be  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  inqui ry . ,  w e  would a p p r e i c a t e  
it if you send  them i n  t o  us--maybe le t te rs  t o  your  w i fe  o r  
something o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  j u s t  send  them t o  us .  We ' l l  
j u s t  copy them and g e t  them r i g h t  back t o  you. 1 t ' s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  now t h a t  on t h e  way home o r  a week o r  2 from now, 
something w i l l  c l i c k ,  and i f  you can remember something,  o r  
if you can r e c a l l  back t o  it. Because we have c o n c e n t r a t e d  
your t h i n k i n g  s e v e r a l  hours  on t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  P l e a s e  
cal l  us.  W e  '11 g e t  somebody o u t  t o  take your  s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  
ask you t o  come back,  o r  something o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  And a g a i n ,  
I p o i n t  o u t  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you may n o t  even t h i n k  
were s i g n i f i c a n t ,  might be  ve ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  h e l p  us f i t  
a s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  t h e  puzz l e  t o g e t h e r .  We a l s o  g i v e  everyone 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e i t h e r  ask q u e s t i o n s  o f  us o r  make a 
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s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  And I g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  
now. 

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  have a s t a t e m e n t  t o  make. I t h i n k  
e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  covered p r e t t y  th roughly  as f a r  as what I 
remember. I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  I had f o r g o t t e n  s o  much, and,  
of cou r se ,  maybe l a t e r  I w i l l  remember more. 

Q I ' l l  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you do g e t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
t o  us. 

- Y 
A. A l l  r i g h t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Everyone w e  c a l l  i n  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Com-
m i t t e e  which i s  conduct ing a p a r a l l e l  t ype  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
W e  g i v e  them a r o s t e r  of t h e  names, who they  a r e ,  and t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  t h e y  he ld .  They q u i t e  o f t e n  c a l l  some of  t h e s e  
people .  I do n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e y  w i l l  c a l l  you,  b u t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n  h e r e  i n  t h e  Department of t h e  Army w i l l  
know t h a t ,  and Major COOP w i l l  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  them t o  see 
i f  y o u ' r e  f r e e  t o  go. When I say  f r e e ,  you are a c i v i l i a n  
and f r e e  t o  do what you want s h o r t  of a subpoena. I f  t h i s  
i s  t h e  case, they  w i l l  check you o u t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y ' l l  
c a l l  you, b u t  t hey  might because  they  l i k e  t o  know what w e ' r e  
a f t e r .  W e  d o n ' t  t r y  t o  h i d e  it, b u t  General  PEERS r e p o r t s  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army, n o t  t o  t h e  Congress a t  t h e  
moment. 

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1145 hour s ,  18  Feb-
r u a r y  1970 . )  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: EIKENBERRY, Roger SP4 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13 ,  1 4  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: Murder 

COUNSEL: Michael  GOLDEN, J A G O ,  DA, Washington, D . C .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Th i rd  P l a t o o n ,  A/3/1. 

a .  Ac t ions  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

A Company was t h e  b l o c k i n g  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  Son 
My o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  4 ) .  EIKENBERRY r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a t  a b o u t  
0800 an  a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner s t e p p e d  on a booby t rap  
which wounded him and k i l l e d  t h e  machinegunner (pg. 2 3 ) .  
These peop le  w e r e  evacua ted  (pg. 2 3 ) .  A s h o r t  w h i l e  l a t e r  
a p l a t o o n  RTO h i t  a booby t rap  , w a s  wounded, and was 
evacuated  (pg .  2 3 ) .  

b. Ac t ions  on 4be 1 7 t h .  

During t h e  day t h e y  r e c e i v e d  some s n i p e r  f i r e  
(pg. 4 ) .  They w e r e  a t t a c k e d  t h a t  n i g h t  and g renades  w e r e  
thrown i n t o  t h e i r  l a a g e r  s i t e  k i l l i n g  SEVIER and GRENHAM 
and wounding f i v e  o t h e r s  (pgs .  4 -6) .  A l l  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
were medevac' d t h a t  n i g h t  (pg. 5 )  . 

c .  Ac t ions  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

They moved f i v e  o r  s i x  k i l o m e t e r s  t o  a h i l l  on 
t h e  1 8 t h  (pg. 9 ) .  EIKENBERRY though t  t h a t  t h e y  had 
h e l i c o p t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  t h i s  day and t h a t  t h e y  c a p t u r e d  a 
VC w i t h  a c a r b i n e  (pgs .  9 ,  11, 12 ,  1 3 ,  2 6 ) .  DAVIS w a s  
wounded on t h i s  a c t i o n  and evacua ted  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ,  1 4 ) .  
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They rece ived  heavy s n i p e r  f i r e  t h a t  day (pg. 1 2 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might have occurred  on t h e  
1 8 t h  i n  which he " f i n i s h e d  o f f "  a VC s u s p e c t  who had been 
s h o t  by t h e  machinegunner whi le  running a t  a d i s t a n c e  
of  300 meters (pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ) .  EIKENBERRY and h i s  squad 
l e a d e r  went o u t  t o  check t h e  man (pg. 1 4 ) .  EIKENBERRY 
was t o l d  by h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  over  t h e  r a d i o  t o  p u t  t h e  
man o u t  of h i s  r i s e r y  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

d .  Actions on t h e  19 th .  

On t h e  19 th  they  moved t o  t h e  beach where they  
helped some Vietnamese chop wood ' (pg .  24) . A l l  he  
remembered abou t  t h i s  day was t h a t  he had an  oppor tun i ty  
t o  r e l a x  on t h e  beach (pg. 2 4 ) .  

2. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  He had n o t  spoken t o  anyone about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
s i n c e  it became a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge (pg. 3 )  . 

b. The w i t n e s s  was t h e  only  t u n n e l  r a t  and demol i t ions  
e x p e r t  i n  t h e  company (pg. 7 ) .  

c .  H e  r e c a l l e d  one i n c i d e n t  where t h e  company 
was under t h e  command o f  a Capta in  SHELTON (pg. 2 9 ) .  
They found a permanent b u i l d i n g  crammed wi th  r i c e  which 
they  blew up (pg. 2 9 ) .  They d i scovered  a t u n n e l  complex 
s o  l a r g e  it took 200-300 pounds of TNT t o  d e s t r o y  (pg. 2 9 ) .  
Some r i c e  was burned and t h e  r e s t  was sh ipped o u t  
(pg. 29) . No hootches were burned (pg. 29) . The young 
people  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  w e r e  rounded up and ques t ioned  
(pg. 29 . 
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( .The  hea r ing  w a s  reconvened a t  1 1 0 4 ,  1 3  February 1 970.  ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: T h i s  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order. 

RCDR : T h e  f o l l o w i n g  persons are present ,  C o l o n e l  ARMSTRONG, 
and M a j o r  A P I C I ,  and M a j o r  COOP. 

T h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Spec ia l i s t  Four R o g e r  EIKENBERRY. 

( S P 4  EIKENBERRY w a s  cal led as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  s w o r n  
and t e s t i f i ed  as f o l l o w s : )  

S ta te  you r  f u l l  name, grade, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, 
branch of service and s t a t i o n .  

A. Special is t  Four ,  R o g e r  A. EIKENBERRY, 
C o m p a n y  A ,  1 6 t h  E n g i n e e r s .  

RCDR : Is t h a t  F o r t  H o o d ,  T e x a s ?  

A. R i g h t .  


RCDR : Y o u  are i n  t h e  U n i t e d  States A r m y ?  


A. R i g h t ,  s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Spec ia l i s t  EIKENBERRY, I a m  C o l o n e l  ARMSTRONG, 
and I have been appointed by t h e  O f f i c e  of t he  C h i e f  of S t a f f  
t o  assist  G e n e r a l  PEERS i n  t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on .  

H a v e  you read t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  
M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q. D o  you unders tand t h e m ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q.' D o  you have any ques t ions  about them? 


A. N o ,  sir.  
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Q. You should  know t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  groups t a k i n g  test-
imony. There a r e  c i v i l i a n  lawyers who a r e  h e l p i n g  General  PEERS 
and h e l p i n g  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
The reason  I t e l l  you t h i s  i s  t o  t e l l  you t h e  scope o f  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  
f o r  t h e  reasons  you have r ead  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  W e  have 
t a l k e d  t o  over  350 people .  General  PEERS and t h e  c i v i l i a n  
lawyers have v i s i t e d  Vietnam and have t a l k e d  t o  t h e  Viet -
namese. This  is a widespread i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and we have a 
l o t  of i n fo rma t ion .  We know what went on i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
area and t h e  My La i  a r e a  around t h e  middle of  March 1968, 
when you were w i t h  them. The purpose o f  g e t t i n g  you i n  
h e r e  is t h a t  even a f t e r  2 y e a r s  you may be a b l e  t o  f u r n i s h  
a l i t t l e  in fo rma t ion  about t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  your  company 
was i n  t h a t  would be  of  h e l p  t o  us t o  f i l l  i n  some o f  t hose  
gaps.  This  i s  an exhange of  i n fo rma t ion ,  you are i n  h e r e  
t o  h e l p ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  i d e a  beh ind  it. Now I w i l l  l e a d  you i n  
process  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g .  I w i l l  l e a d  you back and t r y  
t o  r e c a l l  e v e n t s  t o  you t h a t  may jog your  memory s o  t h a t  it 
w i l l  h e l p  you t o  remember a l i t t l e  b i t .  This  i s  why I ' v e  
asked you t o  come i n .  

Would you t e l l  me p l e a s e  t h e  d a t e s  of  s e r v i c e  and 
t h e  p o s i t i o n s  you h e l d  w h i l e  you were w i t h  A/3/1, when you 
jo ined  t h e  company o r  when you l e f t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  d i v i s i o n ,  
and t e l l  me what jobs you h e l d  wh i l e  you were w i t h  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. I f i r s t  came i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  November 1967, and I 
o r i g i n a l l y  w a s  a cook t o  s t a r t  o u t  w i th .  Then on t h e  way t o  
Vietnam, on t h e  s h i p ,  I vo lun tee red  f o r  i n f a n t r y ,  t o  go t o  a 
l i n e  p l a t o o n ,  and I se rved  Alpha Company as t h e i r  t u n n e l  ra t  
f o r  t h e  f u l l  t o u r  of Vietnam, from December 1967 t o  1968. 

Q e  December, 196 8? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You w e r e  i n  what p l a toon?  

A. 3d P l a toon .  

Q A l l  o f  t h e  t ime? 

A. R igh t ,  sir.  
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Q- You were t h e i r  tunne l  r a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Why d i d  you volunteer  t o  go t o  a r i f l e  platoon? 

A. Well, s i r ,  a t  t h e  time I was involved with a l o t  
of t r o u b l e  and everyth ing  when I was i n  Hawaii. The name 
t h a t  I had and everyth ing ,  w e l l ,  c e r t a i n  people l i k e  my 
pa ren t s  and o l d e r  people,  everybody was g e t t i n g  t h e  wrong 
impression of me. I t  was p a r t l y  t h a t ,  and I was, a s  they 
say ,  r e a l l y  gung-ho a t  t h e  time. People c a l l e d  me a TV 
s o l d i e r  because t h a t  i s  t h e  way t h a t  I opera ted  when I was 
over t h e r e ,  because I r e a l l y  l i k e d  s o l d i e r i n g  whi le  I was 
over t h e r e  i n  combat. I t  was j u s t  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  I had 
and everyth ing .  I f e l t  l i k e  I was a good s o l d i e r  whi le  I 
was over  t h e r e  and people considered me a good s o l d i e r  
whi le  I was over  t h e r e .  I t r i e d  t o  do something a  l i t t l e  
e x t r a  t h a t  somebody e l s e  d i d n ' t  do, and t h a t  i s  the  reason 
why I volunteered  f o r  a l i n e  platoon.  

Q - Now, s i n c e  l a s t  f a l l ,  October, September, whenever 
t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  newspaper o r  t e l e v i s i o n ,  
have you d iscussed  t h i s  with anybody who was connected wi th  
t h e  America1 Divis ion?  

A. I have not .  This went through my mind, personal  
thoughts and t h a t  i s  a l l  i t ' s  been. I t ' s  j u s t  been personal  
thoughts .  

Q - Does anybody i n  your o u t f i t  a t  F o r t  Hood know 
t h a t  you were i n  Task Force Barker? 

A. Not t h a t  I know o f ,  no. I ran  i n t o  a couple of 
o l d  buddies and everyth ing ,  b u t  I th ink  they have gone some-
where e l s e  of E T S ' ~ .  I t ' s  been a mutual acquaintance.  We 
knew each o t h e r  and everything.  Most of  i t ' s  been j u s t  
personal  thoughts  t o  myself s i n c e  I came home. 

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  t o  MAP-5 by Col 
ARMSTRONG. ) 

Q- Let t h e  record r e f l e c t  t h a t  I have o r i e n t e d  
S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY on t h e  map of  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  Task 
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Force  Barker  AO, s o  t h a t  any r e f e r e n c e  can be made t o  even t s  
he is  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  

S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY, t e l l  us what you re-
membered about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  from t h e  t ime t h a t  your  com-
pany w a s  i n  i t ' s  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  through t h e  a t t a c k ,  t h e  
mor ta r  a t t a c k  by t h e  s a p p e r s ,  and anyth ing  p a s t  t h a t .  

A. Well ,  w e  were pu t  i n  a b lock ing  f o r c e  and I 
d o n ' t  remember a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  I do remember t h a t  
day and we d i d n ' t  s e e  anyth ing .  A l l  we were do ing  w a s  
g e t t i n g  a few s n i p e r  rounds.  A l l  I remember w a s  a l o t  
of  smoke and a l o t  of f i r i n g  and eve ry th ing .  Rea l ly  w e  
j u s t  fo l lowed o r d e r s  h e r e  and t h e r e .  A f t e r  e v e r y t h i n g  
d i e d  down, we moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  was supposed t o  
have been h o t ,  i n  a manner of speak ing .  I remember t h a t  
n i g h t  where w e  se t  up b ivouac  and we g o t  h i t  t h a t  n i g h t .  
What it w a s  w e  g o t  some grenades  thrown i n  o u r  s i te .  I 
remember t h e  n i g h t  e x a c t l y ,  because t h a t  morning I went 
back t o  blow t h r e e  grenades  t h a t  d i d n ' t  go o f f ,  because 
I set  one pound of TNT on each grenade.  I remember every- 
t h i n g  up t o  t h a t  morning and anyth ing  a f t e r  t h a t  I cannot  
e x a c t l y  remember, any s p e c i f i c  movement o r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
w e  were invo lved  w i t h .  It j u s t  involved  marching back t o  
ou r  main p o i n t  of  d e p a r t u r e ,  b u t  any s p e c i f i c  i n fo rma t ion  
I c a n ' t  remember a t  t h e  t ime .  

Q- L e t  s t r y  t o  r e f l e c t .  You blew t h e s e  grenades .  
When d i d  you blow t h e s e  grenades ,  what t i m e  i n  t h e  morning, 
do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t  w a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, w e  u s u a l l y  woke up 
and s t a r t e d  moving o u t  around 0600, something l i k e  t h a t  
and I ' d  say it was between 0600 and 0700. I t  was e a r l y  
t h a t  morning. It was d a y l i g h t  o u t  and t h e  res t  o f  t h e  com-
pany moved on and I came back w i t h  one o t h e r  man s t a n d i n g  
guard f o r  m e .  I blew e x a c t l y  t h r e e  grenades t h a t  d i d n ' t  
go o f f  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

Q. Do you remember d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  t h e  company moved 
o u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Tha t  i s  r i g h t .  
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Q *  During t h e  a t t a c k  t h e r e  w e r e  some men k i l l e d ,  two 
of t h e  men were k i l l e d  and f i v e  men wounded. 

A .  	 That i s  c o r r e c t .  

a. 	 Were t h e  bodies  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. No, w e  c a l l e d  i n  a dus to f f  t h a t  n i g h t  and they  got  
everybody o u t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  ones t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d  and t h e  
ones t h a t  were wounded. 

Q- So t h e r e  was nobody t h a t  had t o  come i n  and g e t  t h e  
bodies  o u t .  They had a l ready  been evacuated? 

A .  Right ,  we evacuated then  w i t h  a d u s t o f f .  


Q- Can you name t h e  names of  those  men t h a t  were k i l l e d ?  


A. Only by nickname. I t ' s  been such a long  t i m e ,  I 
can't remember t h e i r  f u l l  name. I can only remember them by 
nickname. 

Q-	 Could you g ive  me t h e i r  nicknames? 

A. One was " X u ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one w e  c a l l e d  him Bobby. 
H i s  f i r s t  name was Bob, b u t  w e  c a l l e d  him "Bobby Bear",  because 
he was a b i g  guy. 

Q. 	 Would you recognize t h e i r  f aces?  GRENHAM? SEVIER? 

A. 	 SEVIER. 
52. 	 Who was he? Was he "X" o r  was he Bobby? 

A. It had t o  be one of t h e  two, because we r an  around 
a l o t  i n  Hawaii. I t ' s  j u s t  one of t h o s e  t h i n g s .  You j u s t  c a l l  
them by. h i s  nickname. 

Q. 	 This  i s  t h e  i n s t a n c e  where SEVIER was k i l l e d ?  

A. 	 Right .  

H e  was one of t h e  two men k i l l e d ?  

Right.  
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Q. And you remember GRENHAM? 

A. Right ,  t h e  b i g  guy was k i l l e d .  H e  had a t h r o a t  op-
e r a t i o n  and he  had a b i g  s c a r  on h i s  t h r o a t .  Tha t  i s  how h e  
was t h e  one t h a t  was k i l l e d .  

9- Do you remember who w a s  wounded? 

The guy w e  c a l l  "X".A. 

Q. F r a n c i s  X. CRUZ? 

A. CRUZ , t h a t ' s  .it, t h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  g o t  a p i e c e  
of s h r a p n e l  through t h e  hand. 

Q. What about Andy DOUGLAS? 

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  o t h e r  names, I can '  t remember o r  r e a l l y  
s a y ,  because I am n o t  s u r e  on t h e  o t h e r  two names. 

Q *  MCGUI RE? 

A. No, it does n o t ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s ay .  

Q. What about James STILES? 

A. No. 

Q- Do you remember d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
i n  which CRUZ o r  "X"--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  CRUZ . 
Q. And SEVIER were h i t ?  

A. Right .  

Q So, w e  are i n  t h e  r i g h t  o p e r a t i o n .  Now, when t h e  
company moved o u t ,  d i d  you go w i t h  t h e  company and come back 
t o  blow t h e  grenades?  

A. No, wherever something l i k e  t h i s  happens,  t h e  com-
pany moves o u t  and I always s t a y  behind.  Along w i t h  be ing  a 
tunne l  r a t ,  I w a s  a demol i t ion  man and I had a n o t h e r  man t o  
h e l p  me c a r r y  c e r t a i n  amounts of  demol i t ion .  Th i s  man would 
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s t a y  back w i t h  m e  and when I se t  the charges  t h e  company woula 
always move o u t  400 o r  500 y a r d s ,  and w e  would w a i t  u n t i l  t hey  
moved o u t ,  u n t i l  they  were j u s t  g e t t i n g  o u t  of  o u r  s i g h t .  Then 
w e  ' d  blow t h e  grenades  and w e  would c a t c h  up. 

Q. Did they  keep moving? 

A. The company commander would show us where he was going 
and w e  would s o r t  of c u t  a c r o s s .  W e  knew t h i s  a r e a  f a i r l y  good 
and s o  w e  knew j u s t  about  how t o  t a k e  a s h o r t c u t  t o  c a t c h  up 
wi th  them o r  m e e t  them a t  a c e r t a i n  p o i n t .  

Q. Were you t h e  on ly  t u n n e l  r a t  i n  t h e  company? 

A. R igh t . 
Q. The on ly  demol i t i on  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  company? 

A. R igh t .  

Q. And they  had you a s s igned  t o  t h e  3d P la toon?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  L e t  m e  ask  you,  when t h e  3d P la toon  went i n t o  an 
o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you go w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e  o r  
did you s t a y  w i t h  t h e  company commander? 

A. I s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  3d P la toon .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  o t h e r  p l a t o o n s  do when t h e  o t h e r  p la -  
toons  r a n  i n t o  a t u n n e l ?  

A. They would c a l l  me. I j u s t  was more o r  less running  
around t o  each p l a toon .  

Q- You knew j u s t  about  everybody i n  . t h e  company? 

A. R igh t ,  s ir .  Like it would t a k e  me awhi le  t o  remem-
b e r  t h e  names h e r e  and t h e r e ,  b u t  f o r  awhi le  I knew everybody. 

Q- I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  day t h e y  l e f t  you back,  when 
you caught  up t o  t h e  company, can you remember where t h e  3d P l a  
toon w a s  i n  t h e  column? Was it i n  t h e  r e a r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o r  i n  
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t h e  Lead? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e  3d Platoon was l e a d i n g ,  because whenever 
w e  go t  i n  a s c r a p  o r  something, t h e  3d Platoon would always 
t a k e  t h e  p o i n t .  Any o t h e r  day,  t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  would t a k e  
over as  t h e  p o i n t .  

Q - The 2d  P la toon  had j u s t  been h i t  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re?  

A. Right .  

Q. A l l  of t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  were o u t  of t h e  2 d  Platoon? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Would they have been p o i n t ?  

A. Would they have been p o i n t ?  

Q. I f  they would have taken  t h a t  number of c a s u a l t i e s  
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ?  

A. No, sir.  Whenever w e  were i n  a r e a l  s c r a p  o r  f i g h t  
t h e  3d P la toon  had t h e  lowes t  number of people  k i l l e d ,  because 
they w e r e  more experienced.  I ' m  j u s t  s ay ing  t h a t  t h e  3d Pla-
toon was always t h e  ones .  always asked t o  do t h i s  and t h a t .  

Q Who was t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r  t h a t  day,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. We had s o  many p la toon  l e a d e r s .  

Q- I t h i n k  you w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  was e i t h e r  L ieu tenan t  
WHITE o r  perhaps Lieu tenant  LUNDEEN. 

Q. Maybe L ieu tenan t  BOYLE. L ieu tenan t  BOYLE was h i t  
long  before  t h a t .  

A. Okay. 

(2 Now, a s  I unders tand it, maybe it was L ieu tenan t  
WHITE, i f  L ieu tenan t  WHITE had jo ined  t h e  company a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
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A. I t  would have t o  be ,  because f o r t u n a t e l y  Lieutenant  
LUNDEEN ac ted  as our company commander f o r  a per iod  of time 
and I th ink  he was our  platoon l eader  once, I th ink  it would 
f a l l  t o  Lieutenant  WHITE. Rignt a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime, I c a n ' t  
remember who w a s  our  platoon l e a a e r .  

Q- You j u s t  d o n ' t  remember anything t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
pointed ou t  t h a t  WHITE had taken over by t h i s  t ime o r  LUNDEEN 
was s t i l l  i n  t h e r e .  

A. I d o n ' t .  

Q- Now, t h a t  day you moved over t o  a  h i l l ,  you d i d n ' t  
have a f a r  march, you a r e  only t a l k i n g  about 5 o r  6 k i lometers  
a t  t h e  most. 

A.  I s t i l l  c a n ' t  remember i f  t h e r e  was something i n  
between t h e r e  t h a t  might have happened. I ' m  j u s t  th inking  on 
what happened a f t e r  we moved out  a t  t h e  po in t .  

Q - The t h i n g  t h a t  I am looking f o r  and t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  
I had repor ted  t o  me was an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p lace  e i t h e r  t h a t  
day, t h e  18 th  o r  t h e  next  day t h e  1 9 t h ,  because on t h e  19th 
you moved from t h e  h i l l ,  all.  t h e  way p a s t  Uptight.  You were 
marching ac ross  country most of t h a t  day s o  those  2 days i n  
there a r e  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I am going t o  ask you about.  
I ' m  going t o  s t a r t  t o  l ead  you i n t o  it. Do you remember chop- 
pers  covering you, scout lng  f o r  you? 

A. Were they bubble type? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. I remember one day p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  they were. 

8 - Why do you remember t h a t  day? 

A .  I remember t h a t  one day t h e r e  were a couple of bubble 
choppers around us and we picked up one wi th  a carb ine .  That 
is t h e  only time t h a t  I remember--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  One what wi th  a carb ine?  

A. A VC, and t h a t  i s  t h e  only day t h a t  I remember we had 
any p r o t e c t i o n  by any kind of a chopper. 
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Q What d id  you do w i t h  t h e  m a n ?  

A .  W e  k e p t  h i m  and w e  took big w i t h  us a l l  t h e  w a y  
t o  an ARVN c o m p o u n d .  

Q Was t h a t  du r ing  t h e  T a s k  Force B a r k e r  operation? 
T r y  and t h i n k  n o w ,  w a s  it before P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  o r  a f te r  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t ?  C o u l d  it have been on t h i s  m a r c h ?  

A .  It w a s  i n  T a s k  Force B a r k e r .  

Q S O  it w a s  s o m e t i m e  b e t w e e n  t h e  1st of February and 
t h e  end of M a r c h ?  

A .  R i g h t ,  because I r e m e m b e r  my bes t  buddy--I a l w a y s  
used t o  c a l l  h i m  " L i t t l e  B u d d y "  w a s  h i t  t h e  s a m e  day w e  picked 
up--

Q. What w a s  your  buddy I s  n a m e ,  do you r e m e m b e r ?  

A. I a l w a y s  called h i m  " L i t t l e  B u d d y .  " 

Q Y o u  have p l e n t y  of t i m e .  Would you r e m e m b e r  h i s  
n a m e  i f  I called it o u t  t o  you? 

A. I might. 

Q ADDINGTON, ALEXANDER, AVERY B L A I R ,  BARFCETT , BEVERLIN, 
BLOND. 

MAJ A P I C I :  D o  you r e m e m b e r  w h a t  grade he w a s ?  

A .  E i t h e r  a P F C  o r  a S P 4 .  

COL ARMSTRONG: BROOKS, BURD, CHAMBERLAIN, C I R I A C H I ,  do you 
r e m e m b e r  any of these n a m e s ?  

A.  I r e m e m b e r  t h e m  b u t  he i s  no t  one of t h e m .  

Q BURKHARDT ? 

A .  N o .  

Q CHRISTMAS ? 

(EIKENBERRY1 1 0  
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A. N o .  

Q* CONDIT? 

A. N o .  

Q* BROWN? 

A. N o .  

Q* CORDRAY? 

A. N o .  

MAJ A P I C I :  Was he  i n  the  3d Platoon? 

A. Y e s ,  he w a s  a squad leader. 

COL ARMSTRONG: DAVIS? 

A. D A V I S ,  t ha t ' s  it. 

Q. H e  w a s  w o u n d e d  on t h i s  ac t ion  o r  close t o  t h i s  ac t ion  
t h a t  day or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  regard t o  t h e  e m p t y  t i m e  i n  b e t w e e n  
there, there is  a t i m e  t h a t  he w a s  w o u n d e d  t h a t  w a s  e m p t y  
t h a t  I can n o t  place, and I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  place it. I t h i n k  
t h a t  w a s  t h e  t i m e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  place t h e  choppers and 
w h e n  he w a s  h i t  and w e  picked up t h a t  VC a t  t h e  t i m e  in--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h i s  w a s  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t he  choppers 
w e r e  involved? 

A .  Y e s .  

Q Y o u  m u s t  have had s o m e  k i n d  of f i re  f i g h t ?  

A. We w e r e  g e t t i n g  sn ipe r  f i re .  

Q- T h i s  w a s  T h o m a s  DAVIS? 

A. R i g h t  . 
Q. T h a t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  l i t t l e  ac t ion  t h a t  DAVIS w a s  w o u n d e d  
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i n  t h a t  you p icked  up these VC? 

A. Right .  

Q- You c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  where you
had choppers? 

A. No, t h i s  a l l  involved  t h e  one day and t h a t  n i g h t .  
The only t ime t h a t  w e  had t h e  bubble  chopper was t h a t  one day,  
because w e  d i d  g e t  heavy s n i p e r  f i r e .  We d i d  g e t  r e p o r t s  down 
t h a t  t h e r e  was something supposed t o  be  i n  t h e r e .  For some 
reason o r  o t h e r  t hey  had t h e s e  bubble  choppers going o u t  t h e r e  
through t h e  a r e a  and p icked  up one guy. 

Q e  Do you know where DAVIS i s  now? 

A. H e  i s  home now, he  ETS'd when he  l e f t  am. 
MAJ A P I C I :  W a s  DAVIS wounded b e f o r e  you g o t  t h i s  VC o r  a f t e r ?  

A. A f t e r ,  because we picked him up h i d i n g  i n  t h e  rice 
paddy and t h e n  we came t o  a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h e r e  were t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  h u t s .  Tom and I went t o  g e t  a d r i n k  of  wa te r .  There 
w a s  s o r t  of an exp los ion .  It was s o r t  o f  a grenade launcher  
t ype  of d e a l .  I t  h i t  t h e  w a t e r ,  and it s p l a s h e d  up. I had 
wanted a d r i n k  of wa te r  a t  t h e  t i m e  and I s a i d  no, 1'11 l e t  
him g e t  a d r i n k  f i rs t  and I ' l l  keep an eye o u t .  A s  soon as 
I tu rned  t h a t  i s  when it h i t  and t h a t  was d i r e c t l y  a f t e r ,  n o t  
more than  5 minutes  a f t e r  we picked up t h e  VC. 

Q Was DAVIS bad ly  h u r t ?  

A. H i s  l e g  was a l l  wr ink led  up. I t  looked l i k e  ham-
burge r .  I t  w a s  n o t  r e a l l y  t h a t  bad. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Le t  me  t r y  t h i s ;  ano the r  t i m e  t h e r e  were chop-
p e r s ,  two bubble  t y p e s ,  one was f l y i n g  low, one was f l y i n g  
h igh .  That  is  t h e  way they  normally d i d  t h i s ,  one up above 
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  one below. Off t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  company, 
they were up ahead of you, t h e  one s t a r t e d  c i r c l i n g ,  does t h i s  
r i n g  a b e l l  a t  a l l ?  He c i r c l e d  f o r  about  20 minutes .  

A .  No, I c a n ' t  p i c k  it up r i g h t  now. 
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Q *  I ' l l  con t inue .  A f t e r  he s t a r t e d  c i r c l i n g  a couple
of men l e f t  t h e  l e a d  p l a t o o n  and went ove r  200 t o  300 meters  
o f f  of  t h e  r o u t e  o f  march of t h e  company t o  p i c k  up a VC t h a t  
t h i s  chopper was c i r c l i n g  ove r .  

A. Well ,  t h e  on ly  t i m e  I can remember t h e  two bubble  
choppers w a s  when we found t h e  VC. H e  was hover ing  and had 
him t r apped .  The VC knew w e  were coming; w e  were real c l o s e  
t o  him; and he gave h imse l f  up. This  i s  t h e  on ly  t i m e .  

Q. Now, I ' l l  con t inue  on t h i s ,  because t h i s  may jar  
your memory, I want t o  f eed  t h i s  t o  you l i t t l e - b y - l i t t l e .  I f  
you can remember, g r e a t ;  if you c a n ' t  you c a n ' t .  

A .  Thi s  i s  t h e  on ly  t ime I can remember and t h e  chopper 
d i d  hover ,  he  gave h imse l f  up and t h e r e  w a s  no r e s i s t a n c e .  W e  
went ove r  and p icked  him up. 

Q. Who p icked  him up? 

A. A couple  o f  guys from the p la toon .  

Q- You d i d n ' t ?  

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  " L i t t l e  Tom" 
was always i n  on t h i s ,  every t ime  w e  cap tu red  somebody he was 
always r i g h t  t h e r e  t o  watch him o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q The t ime I a m  t h i n k i n g  abou t ,  two o f  t h e  men went 
over  and t h e r e  w a s  a s h o t  o r  maybe two s h o t s  and t h e s e  guys 
r e j o i n e d  t h e  company. Then t h e r e  was a l o t  of  angry r a d i o  
messages from t h e  chopper t o  t h e  commander. Then t h e  comp-
any commander c a l l e d  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and t h e r e  was a l o t  
of c h a t t e r  back and f o r t h .  Then t h e  company went on and t h e n  
t h e  chopper l e f t  t h e  a r e a .  This  does n o t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

A. Did w e  p ick  up any p r i s o n e r s  t hen?  

(COL ARMSTRONG i n d i c a t e d  i n  the n e g a t i v e .  ) 

There  i s  ano the r  t ime where I c a n ' t  p l a c e  any chop-
' p e r s  b u t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of squabb l ing  ove r  t h e  r a d i o  about  

whether we shou ld  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h i s  guy o r  what.  There was 
one t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  a VC t h a t  was running  and he was s h o t ,  one 

-
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s h o t  i n  t h e  c h e s t  a t  about 300 meters by a guy i n  t h e  platoon 
who had a 60 .  He f i r e d  one t ime and h i t  t h e  guy. We assumed 
he was a VC and we were t o l d  t o  f i r e  and we f i r e d .  Me and my 
squad l e a d e r  went o u t  and t h e  VC, he d idn '  t have any i d e n t i f i -
c a t i o n  on him a t  a l l  and he had h a l f  h i s  g u t s  blown ou t .  My 
platoon l e a d e r  s a i d  t o  shoot  h i m  and put  him o u t  of h i s  misery. 
That was the  only time I remember of any i n c i d e n t  l i k e  t h a t  
where t h e r e  was anybody squabbling over  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. Your p la toon l e a d e r  s a i d  t h i s  t o  your squad l e a d e r  
over  t h e  r ad io?  

A. I t  was t h e  hand rad io .  

Q. Your squad l e a d e r  was wi th  you? 

A. Y e s .  My l e a d e r  was wi th  me and he s a i d ,  "Should 
t h e  tunne l  r a t  go on and f i n i s h  him o f f ? "  And t h e  p la toon 
l eader  s a i d ,  "Go ahead and do i t . "  

Q - L e t ' s  n o t  t a l k  about t h i s  any more f o r  a second. 

Do you have any i d e a  t h e r e  were no choppers in-
volved i n  t h i s ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I can only r e c a l l  t h e  one 
time having choppers. 

M A J  A P I C I :  Your buddy DAVIS was h i t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q Did -you g e t  a dus tof  f then  o r  was he evacuated or  
what? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  want t o  go r i g h t  then  and t h e  company com-
mander d i d n ' t  want t o  b r i n g  i n  a dus to f f  then ,  because of t h e  
s n i p e r  f i r e  we got .  Tom s a i d  he can go on a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r  
u n t i l  we g e t  t o  a c l e a r  a r e a  and then he was dusted o f f .  

Q. H e  was evacuated? 

A .  Y e s .  
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Q =  H e  d i d n ' t  come back t o  the a r e a ?  

A. H e  came back,  but he  was on a h o s p i t a l  s h i p  f o r  a 
couple of weeks and then  he came back. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Was he i n  p r e t t y  good shape? 

A. H e  had a limp. 

Q e  W e  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  this  t ime. 

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1155 h r s ,  13  February 1970.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1119 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p r e s e n t ,  COL ARMSTRONG, 
COL MILLER, and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  S p e c i a l i s t  Four EIKENBERRY. 

(SP4 EIKENBERRY w a s  r e c a l l e d ,  reminded of h i s  oa th  
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY, you are reminded t h a t  you 
are s t i l l  under oa th .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: When w e  t e rmina ted  your  test imony yes te rday ,  
j u s t  b e f o r e  lunch ,  and reviewed t h a t  tes t imony,  I want t o  t e l l  
you EIKENBERRY, t h a t  because of  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of your test-
imony, about t h e  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  VC o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h a t  w e  
suspec t  that you may be g u i l t y ,  and I say  s u s p e c t ,  g u i l t y  of 
a crime. Because of t h i s ,  I have asked Colonel MILLER, who i s  
a J A G  o f f i c e r ,  t o  s p e l l  o u t  what t h i s  means t o  you and t o  g l v e  
you advice  t h e  way you should have it. A s  I poin ted  o u t ,  w e  
suspec t , .we  are n o t  accus ing  a t  a l l .  W e  want t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
you have your r l g h t s  s p e l l e d  o u t  t o  you. 
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COL MILLER: I w a s  n o t  h e r e  y e s t e r d a y  b u t  I unders tand  t h a t  Col- 
o n e l  ARMSTRONG w a s  a s k i n g  you some q u e s t i o n s  about  Company A .  
You were r e l a t i n g  t o  him some of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  you had done 
and t h e  company had done a t  va r ious  t i m e s .  The l a s t  t h i n g s  you 
were t a l k i n g  about  w a s  an i n c i d e n t  i nvo lv ing  a p a r t i c u l a r  V i e t  
Cong who had been s h o t  and you went w i th  your  squad l e a d e r  t o  
s e e  what you could do w i t h  him. The l a s t  comment you made was 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  your  squad l e a d e r  had c a l l e d  
t h e  p l a toon  l e a d e r  and t h e  word came down t h a t  you should k i l l  
t h e  V i e t  Cong. A t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  Colonel  ARMS'lRONG s topped .  A l -
though t h e r e  i s  no evidence as t o  what happened t h e r e a f t e r ,  
t h e r e  is a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h i s  o r d e r  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  I do n o t  
know, he does n o t  know, whether  it was, b u t  the f a c t  t h a t  it 
had gone t h i s  f a r  a t  l e a s t  r a i s e s  a s u s p i c i o n  you may have car-
r i e d  o u t  t h e  o r d e r  t o  k i l l  t h i s  V i e t  Cong. I f  you d i d  s o ,  this 
would be  a very s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  law of war and a l s o  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  I t  might c o n s t i -
t u t e  t h e  o f f e n s e  of  murder. 

The only in fo rma t ion  w e  have on t h i s  s o  f a r  is  what 
you s a i d .  Under A r t i c l e  31 of t h e  Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  Jus-  
t i c e ,  you have c e r t a i n  r i g h t s .  I want t o  e x p l a i n  them t o  you 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Do you unders tand  what I have s a i d  s o  f a r  E I K -
ENBERRY? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a s u s p i c i o n  a t  least  t h a t  you may 
have committed an o f f e n s e ,  you now have a r i g h t  t o  remain si-
l e n t  and t o  answer no q u e s t i o n s  whatsoever.  I f  you do make 
any f u r t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  they  could  be  used a s  ev idence  a g a i n s t  
you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  You have a r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  
counse l ,  a lawyer.  This  can be a lawyer whom you employ o r  it 
can be a lawyer whom w e  w i l l  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, a m i l i -
t a r y  lawyer. T h i s  w i l l  be  w i thou t  any c o s t .  I f  you have a par-
t i c u l a r  counse l  t h a t  you would want and he i s  reasonably  a v a i l -  
a b l e ,  w e  w i l l  t r y  t o  make him a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you d o n ' t ,  i n  
t h e  even t  you want a lawyer ,  we do have a lawyer who i s  a v a i l -
a b l e ,  a Judge Advocate General  Corps o f f i c e r .  

I f  you d e c i d e  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  have counse l ,  
you would be g iven  an oppor tun i ty  t o  t a l k  t o  him. When you 
are c a l l e d  back ,  he could  be  h e r e  w i t h  you. You could  c o n s u l t  
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with  him and he  could t a l k  t o  you a t  any t i m e .  I f  you though t  
it necessary  t o  t a k e  a r e c e s s ,  you could  do t h a t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, he  can be wi th  you a t  a l l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g .  
Now you may d e c i d e  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  go ahead and t e s t i f y  
today wi thou t  having your  lawyer here w i t h  you and you have 
t h i s  r i g h t .  I f  you dec ide  t o  do t h a t ,  you can r e f u s e  t o  an-
s w e r  any p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n  o r  a l l  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  you can ask 
t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  be  s topped a t  any t ime .  You would a l s o  
have t h e  r i g h t ,  i f  you s t a r t  t a l k i n g  wi thou t  counse l  t o  say  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  have counse l  and r e q u e s t  t h a t  one be  
made a v a i l a b l e .  W e  would make one a v a i l a b l e  as soon as pos-
s i b l e .  Now do you unders tand t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you unders tand  t h a t  you are suspec t ed ,  on t h e  
b a s i s  of your  tes t imony y e s t e r d a y ,  of hav ing  p o s s i b l y  k i l l e d  
a V i e t  Cong who w a s  wounded and h e l p l e s s  and t h a t  t h i s  might 
be an o f f e n s e ,  do you unders tand  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Do you unders tand t h a t  you d o n ' t  have t o  answer 
any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h a t ?  

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q. And t h a t  you have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  you can 
r e f u s e  t o  answer any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  I would p r e f e r  t h a t  
you answer t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I ' m  a sk ing  you now b u t  I ' m  doing t h i s  
t o  s e e  t h a t  you unders tand  your r i g h t s .  When I say  no f u r t h e r  
q u e s t i o n s ,  I mean concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  You unders tand t h a t  
you could have a c i v i l i a n  counse l  h e r e  i f  you wish o r  w e  would 
f u r n i s h  a m i l i t a r y  counse l  f o r  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- I n c i d e n t l y ,  i f  you dec ide  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
have a c i v i l i a n  counse l ,  t h i s  would b e  a t  your  own expense.  
I f  you would l i k e  t o  have a c i v i l i a n  counse l  h e r e  a t  your 
expense and the m i l i t a r y  c o u n s e l ,  you could  do s o .  Do you 
unders tand ,  t h e n  t h a t  i f  you would l i k e  t o  have a m i l i t a r y  
lawyer made a v a i l a b l e  o r  c i v i l i a n  lawyer ,  you can t e l l  us a t  
t h i s  t i m e  and w e  w i l l  g i v e  you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  counsel?  
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A. S i r ,  may I ask  a  q u e s t i o n ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. What fo l lows  up i f  I r e f u s e  t o  answer anymore ques-
t i o n s ?  

Q A s  f a r  as t h e  i n q u i r y  i s  concerned,  w e  w i l l  j u s t
ask you no more q u e s t i o n s .  The matter may be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
C I D  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  But now you need n o t  answer any ques t -
i o n s .  

A. S i r ,  may I ask ano the r  q u e s t i o n ?  

Q. C e r t a i n l y .  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  s c a r e d .  I d o n ' t  know what t o  s a y .  

Q. W e l l  
some l e g a l  adv i  
we w i l l  p rov ide  
y e r  o r  l e t  you 

, I s u g g e s t  i f  you f e e l  you would l i k e  t o  ge t  
c e ,  you should s o  i n d i c a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and 
it, whatever  you need as f a r  a s  m i l i t a r y  l a w -

t a l k  t o  c i v i l i a n  counse l .  

A. - I'd j u s t  soon no t  answer any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  on 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Do you want any counse l?  

A.  N o .  

Q g  L e t  us recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1139 h o u r s ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1149 h o u r s ,  14 February 
1970. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

COL MILLER: Colonel  ARMSTRONG i n d i c a t e d  t o  me  yes t e rday  t h a t  
t h i s  came a s  much of  a s u r p r i s e  t o  him, t h a t  you may have been 
involved  i n  any i n c i d e n t .  You were n o t  suspec t ed  o f  any th ing  
when you came i n  h e r e  and it i s  o u r  deep concern t h a t  you be  
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informed of  your  l e g a l  r i g h t s  and your r i g h t  t o  counse l  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  b e f o r e  you dec ide  what you want t o  do. 

I have a m i l i t a r y  counse l  who i s  immediately a v a i l -  
a b l e  i f  you would l i k e  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  him. 

A. S i r ,  I don' t b e l i e v e  t h a t  I ' m  g u i l t y  o f  any th ing ,  
s o  I ' d  j u s t  as soon n o t  answer any more q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- Colonel  ARMSTRONG would l i k e  t o  ask you some ques- 
t i o n s  on t h e  Task Force Barker ,  Company A ,  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  an  en- 
t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t ime.  You a r e  n o t  suspec t ed  of  any o f f e n s e  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  e i t h e r .  Would you 
be w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t  as a g a i n s t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  you d i s c u s s e d  yes t e rday?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. ;.
 Would you l i k e  t o  have counse l  and c o n s u l t  w i t h  coun-
' - se l  be fo re  you answer t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s ?  
i 

No, sir.  

Q. Are you s u r e  about  t h a t ?  You unders tand  t h a t  you 
can have counse l ?  

A. Any i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p l a c e  i n  Task Force  Barker ,  
s i r ,  I have no reason  t o  have any counse l .  

Q. You are w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  w i thou t  counse l  
on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I do sugges t  t h a t  it might be t o  your  i n t e r e s t  i f  
you d i d  t a k e  t i m e  and c o n s u l t  w i th  counse l  j u s t  t o  be  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  you know e x a c t l y  what you a r e  doing.  You can t a l k  t o  
somebody who w i l l  be your p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  looking  
ou t  f o r  your  i n t e r e s t  on ly .  But you have t h e  cho ice  of  e i t h e r  
ask ing  f o r  counse l  o r  n o t  doing s o .  I c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  com-
p e l  you t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l  i f  you d i d n ' t  want t o .  I f  you 
wish t o ,  you c e r t a i n l y  have t h a t  r i g h t .  

A .  I ' l l  t a k e  counse l .  
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COL ARMSTRONG: You w i l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l?  

A .  	 Does t h i s  r e f e r  t o  Task Force Barker? 

COL MILLER: He w i l l  b e  h e r e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  you on anyth ing  con-
ce rn ing  your  q u e s t i o n i n g  . 
A .  	 I ' m  confused r i g h t  now. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Would you l i k e  t o  t h i n k  about  t h i s  f o r  a f e w  
minutes? 

A. No, s i r ,  I don1t want any counse l ,  I w i l l  b e  w i l l i n g  
t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  on anyth ing  you have about  Task Force Barker. 

Q- The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1152, 1 4  February 1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1200 h o u r s ,  1 4  February 
1970. ) 

Q- The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY, d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e s s ,  you have 
had a chance t o  t h i n k  o r  n o t ,  about whether  you want c o ~ ~ ' 1 s e l  
what is you e l e c t i o n ?  

A. 	 I choose t o  have counse l ,  si.r. 

Q. 	 The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1201 h o u r s ,  1 4  February 
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1455 hour s ,  1 4  February 
1970 .)  

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  COL ARMSTRONG, 
COL MILLER, MAJ ZYCHO'dSKI , and MAJ COOP. 
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S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  recalls S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY. 

S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you 
a r e  under o a t h .  

RCDR : Are you rep resen ted  by counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

RCDR : W i l l  counsel  p l e a s e  s t a t e  h i s  name and address  f o r  
t h e  record?  

r 
I C  : Captain Michael GOLDEN, ass igned  t o  The Judge Advo- 
c a t e s  General I s  O f f i c e ,  Department of t h e  Army, Washington, D.  C. 

COL MILLER: Capta in ,  a r e  you a lawyer,  admit ted t o  p r a c t i c e  
law b e f o r e  a f e d e r a l  c o u r t  o r  t h e  Supreme Court of t h e  United 
S t a t e s ?  

I C : Y e s ,  s i r ,  I am. 

Q* You a r e  a  member of The Judge Advocate Genera l ' s  
Corps ? 

A. y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- J u s t  be fo re  w e  recessed  t h i s  morning EIKENBERRY, I 
t o l d  you t h a t  you were suspec ted  of an o f f e n s e ,  a p o s s i b l e  of-  
fense of murder, and i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  it may have been a v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  law of war; it had t o  do wi th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  k i l l i n g  of 
a V i e t  Cong. I a l s o  t o l d  you t h a t  you could  have counsel  and 
I expla ined  t o  you your r i g h t  t o  t e s t i f y  o r  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y .  
Af t e r  we had d i scussed  t h i s  f o r  some t i m e  and a f t e r  you t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel ARMSTRONG, you decided t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  have 
counsel  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you. Captain GOLDEN was made a v a i l -  
ab le .  Have you had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Have you had enough t i m e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  

wi th  him? 


A. Yes, sir .  

Q= A r e  you s a t i s f i e d  t o  have him h e r e  t o  act as your 
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l e g a l  counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q A f t e r  having t a l k e d  t o  him, are you w i l l i n g  t o  make 
a s t a t emen t  and t o  answer q u e s t i o n s ?  I f  you have any l i m i t a t i o n s  
on t h i s ,  you could l e t  us know and be fo re  you answer my ques t ion ,  
you may want t o  t a l k  t o  Captain  GOLDEN. 

I C  : May counse l  make a s t a t e m e n t  on h i s  b e h a l f ?  

Q - Does he  i n t e n d  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  a l l ,  t o  make any state-
ments? 

I C  : Not p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n .  

COL MILLER: There a r e  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  t h a t  are e n t i r e l y  unre-
l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  on which he  was warned on which we would 
l i k e  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  i f  we may. I f  he  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  
as  t o  t h o s e ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would t e l l  me, and i f  nec-
c e s s a r y ,  Colonel  ARMSTRONG w i l l  be  g l a d  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  g e n e r a l  
n a t u r e  of  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i n  which he  i s  i n t e r e s t e d .  

I C  : I t h i n k  t h a t  would be  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  us and t h e n  
w e  can con fe r  once aga in .  

COL MILLER: I ' l l  ask i f  you would l i k e  t o  make a s t a t emen t?  . ' 

I C  : I merely wanted t o  s a y ,  t h a t  under A r t i c l e  31, I 
advised  him and he has  decided t h a t  h e  does n o t  want t o  make 
a s t a t emen t  because t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  he might  make p e r t a i n i n g  
t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  as a whole. 

Q- You may be  w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  on d i f f e r e n t  
m a t t e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Do you have any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  The r i g h t  t o  your
A r t i c l e  31  p r i v i l e g e  a g a i n s t  t e s t i f y i n g  o f  cou r se ,  s t i l l  ap-
p l i e s  i n  t h a t  r ega rd .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Thank you very much. S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY, 
w e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  you a r e  t ak ing .  W e  would l i k e  t o  
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c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  events  of 16 ,  17 ,  18 and 1 9  March. 
~ o o k i n g  a t  t h e  map behind you (Exhibi t  MAP-1) and c a l l i n g  
your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  My Lai (1) P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ;  we had d i s -  
cussed t h e  opera t ions  of your company i n  t h i s  a r e a  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  
16th and t h e  17th  and a l s o  t o  a degree on t h e  18 th .  Since I 
l a s t  d iscussed  this with you, Captain WHITE one of your o l d  
company o f f i c e r s  has t e s t i f i e d  and c l a r i f i e d  some of t h e  t a l k  
of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  See i f  what he t e s t i f i e d  corresponds w i t h  
your t h i n k i n g  and your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

He poin ted  ou t  t h a t  t h e  company was pu t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
with t h e  3d Platoon down he re .  This  i s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
of t h e  1 6 t h ,  about 0800, an a s s i s t a n t  machinegunner who was 
new stepped on a  booby t r a p  which wounded himself and t h e  ma- 
chinegunner, who l a t e r  d ied .  A chopper came i n  and evacuated 
t h e  two of them and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  p la toon r a d i o  op- 
e r a t o r  blew a booby t r a p  and was wounded and evacuated,  do you 
r e c a l l  t h e s e  events?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. The p la toon l e a d e r  moved t h e  p la toon back o u t  of  

t h i s  a r e a  t o  a new l o c a t i o n  which was presumably more f r e e  of 

mines, b u t  t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e r e  he poin ted  ou t  he  had t o  probe 

h i s  way o u t .  That n igh t  you spen t  i n  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  The 

next day, t h e  1st and 3d Platoons went across  t h e  r i v e r  and 

went i n t o  a  n i g h t  defensive p o s i t i o n  i n  about t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

The 2d Platoon went out  of he re  and went over  and went i n t o  

a  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  h i l l ,  t h e n ,  about 2115 t h a t  n i g h t  you 

were a t t acked  and t h e  1st Platoon took two men k i l l e d  and t h e  

f i v e  wounded of those  c a s u a l t i e s .  Captain WHITE says he re-

membered t h a t  because a t  one time he had been t h e  platoon l e a d e r .  

He knows it was t h e  1st Platoon because it was h i s  o l d  men. 

That was Sergeant  GRENHAM who was i n  on t h a t .  


The n e x t  day, t h e  reminder of t h e  comFany t h a t  was 
down h e r e  r e j o i n e d  t h e  2d Platoon up here-by  going across  t h i s  
place and c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  foo t  br idge  t h a t  you had 
crossed s e v e r a l  t imes before and then  up on t h i s  h i l l  a rea .  
That was t h e  18th .  You spent  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  18th  on t h i s  
h i l l  p o s i t i o n ,  then  on t h e  1 9 t h ,  you moved across  over  t o  t h e  
beach a rea .  When you were over t h e r e ,  t h e  1st Platoon stopped 
a  group of Vietnamese women t h a t  n i g h t  who were ca r ry ing  f i s h .  
DO you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  
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A. I remember going t o  t h e  beach, t h a t  was my empty spot 
i n  between t h e r e ,  I remember going t o  the  beach and t h i s  was 
the  time t h a t  w e  helped some Vietnamese chop wood o r  they were 
chopping wood. 

Q- You went t h e r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  wood choppers? 

A. I remember everyth ing  up t o  t h e r e  b u t  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  any s p e c i f l c  i n c i d e n t .  A l l  I know, t h a t ' s  about t h e  only 
time we had a chance t o  r e l a x  f o r  a while .  

Q You may n o t  have known about one of t h e  platoons 
ga ther ing  up a smal l  group of Vietnamese women who were loaded 
with f i s h .  They j u s t  checked them o u t  and found they were 
a l l  r i g h t  and l e t  them go. 

A. We had a l o t  of fun swimming and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  march t h a t  day from the  h i l l  
over t o  t h e  beach. Do you remember t h a t  i n  any d e t a i l ?  Did 
t h e  3d Platoon l e a d  out?  

A.  Is t h i s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  now where I blew the  grenades 
t h a t  morning? 

Q. That  was the  day be fo re  t h e  blowing of the  gre-
nades. The morning t h a t  you blew the  grenades was t h e  morn-
ing of t h e  18th  and t h e  1st  and 3d Platoons,  t h e  company 
command group w i t h  t h e  mortar tubes ,  moved t o  the  west across  
the  r i v e r  on t h e  f o o t  b r idge  and you s tayed behind and blew 
the  grenades.  They s t a r t e d  ou t  ahead of you and you caught 
up t o  them. The company crossed t h e  foo t  -br idge over t h e  
Diem Diem River and moved up on t h e  h i l l  and r e j o i n e d  t h e  2d 
Platoon up on t h e  h i l l  where you spen t  t h e  n igh t  of t h e  18th. 
Now i t ' s  the  next  day I ' m  t a l k i n g  about,  when you l e f t  t h e  
h i l l .  Do you remember which p la toon l e d  ou t?  

A. I can remember--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Over t o  the  beach. 

A .  I can remember bivouacing on a h i l l .  I c a n ' t  p l ace  
the  exact  da tes .  I know we bivouaced on top  of a h i l l  a couple 
of times. But I c a n ' t  exac t ly  put  what da tes  they were and I 
do remember going t o  t h e  beach. 
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a.  How d i d  you g e t  t o  t h e  beach? Do you remember 
t h e  formation t h e  company had on t h a t  march ac ross  t h e r e ?  
A r e a l  h o t  day. 

A. I t h i n k  it was s t r u n g  ou t .  

Q. What platoon l e d ,  do you know? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I c a n ' t  say.  

Q. Do you know whether your p la toon l e d  o r  not?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  b u t  when we h i t  the  beach, 
w e  e i t h e r  d i d  l ead  ou t - -a l l  I know, by t h e  time we g o t  t o  
the  beach, I s a t  down and r e s t e d .  A couple of us s a t  down 
and took a break f o r  a while .  

Q .  See, i f  you can remember walking up t o  the  beach 
wi th  a l o t  of t h e  company around o r  j u s t  a few people around. 

A .  We s p l i t  up. 1:think we s p l i t  up and came out  on 
d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  n o t  t o o  f a r  a p a r t ,  l i k e  maybe one pla-
toon here  and another  p la toon here. '  I t h i n k  we s o r t  of made 
an open wide sweep o r  something. I ' m  no t  q u i t e  s u r e .  I 
th ink  t h e  company was s p l i t  i n  h a l f .  One came out  a t  one 
p a r t  of t h e  beach and w e  came out  a t  some p lace  e l s e  on t h e  
beach. I ' m  n o t  q u i t e  s u r e  on t h a t .  

Q But you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember moving across?  

A. NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q. I mean t h e  march from t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  beach, 
the formation? 

A. Most of t h e  t ime,  whenever w e  bivouaced on top  of 
a h i l l  o r  something--there was only two o r  t h r e e  times we 
bivouaced on t o p  of a h i l l .  I t  was one of these  b i g  mountains 
and we had t o  s t r i n g  ourse lves  out  t o  a c e r t a i n  degree 
because it was s o  s t e e p  i n  c e r t a i n  p laces .  The only way we 
could g e t  on t h e  mountain, t h e  time t h a t  I remember we biv-
ouaced on it, i s  t o  go i n  s i n g l e  f i l e  a few paces a p a r t .  

Q But you had a p la toon,  one p la toon leading;  you 
d i d n ' t  have a man o u t  of t h e  1st Platoon and a man out  of 
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t h e  3d P la toon ,  and t h e n  a man o u t  of  t h e  2d P la toon .  You 
had a11 of  t h e  1st P la toon  l e a d i n g  o r  a l l  of  t h e  2d o r  a l l  
of t h e  3d fol lowed by each o f  t h e  p l a t o o n s ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  I assume t h a t ' s  t h e  way w e  d i d  it. Like I s a y ,  
w e  took t u r n s  t a k i n g  p o i n t .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember anyth ing .  
I remember t h e  morning, I t h i n k ;  I remember t h e  n i g h t  on 
t h e  h i l l .  There was one n i g h t  w e  g o t  s e rved ;  t hey  s e n t  
ou r  s u p p l i e s  i n  r e a l  l a t e .  Tha t  was one n i g h t ,  and one 
n i g h t  we had a l r e a d y  had ou r  s u p p l i e s .  I know we s t a y e d  on 
t o p  of t h e  h i l l s  a couple  of  t imes  b u t  I c a n ' t  p l a c e  when it 
was. I do remember walking on t h e  beach.  I g o t  a v i s i o n  of  
when w e  h i t  on t h e  beach.  What w e  d i d  a f t e r  we g o t  s e t  up, 
we went around t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  c o a l  o i l  t o  s t a r t  l i t t l e  f i r e s .  
We d i d  g e t  some f i s h  o f f  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  people .  Some of t h e  
c u t t e r s ,  wood choppers ,  f i x e d  us up some f i s h  and we gave 
them some C r a t i o n s  f o r  some f i s h .  We had a couple  of ser-
gean t s  t h a t  knew how t o  whip up some good chow w i t h  f i s h .  
T h a t ' s  a l l  I remember, i s  j u s t  hav ing  a good t ime.  I c a n ' t  
remember t h e  e x a c t  d e t a i l s  o r  what happened i n  between t h e r e .  
How we g o t  t o  t h e  beach,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t  o r  any th ing  t h a t  took p l a c e .  G e t t i n g  t h e r e  was j u s t  
an o rd ina ry  march t o  t h e  beach,  I suppose.  

Q. I n  your  p rev ious  tes t imony,  you mentioned the f a c t  
t h a t  you had remembered one t ime  where a chopper had cor-
nered  a VC and t h a t  you and I b e l i e v e  DAVIS had gone and 
ga the red  him i n .  H e  had a c a r b i n e .  

A .  I w a s n ' t  t h e  one t h a t  ga the red  him up; they  
a l r eady  had him. DAVIS was appoin ted  t o  watch him and some- 
body e l s e .  Then L ieu tenan t  LUNDEEN was t h e  one who was i n  
charge of t h a t  movement. Now t h i s  was t h e  t i m e  w e  d i d n ' t  
have any company commander a t  t h e  t ime.  L i e u t e n a n t  LUNDEEN 
was t h e  one t h a t  took charge because we took o f f  from D o t t i e  
and t h a t  was toward t h e  beach a r e a .  Like I s a y ,  we made a 
thousand and one combat a s s a u l t s  t o  t h e  same a r e a ,  15  o r  20 
t i m e s  i n  one week. The same lousy  a r e a .  This  t i m e  t h e  h e l -  
i c o p t e r ,  t h e  bubble  chopper ,  cornered  a guy. Tha t  was t h e  
s a m e  day L ieu tenan t  E U N D E h N  was a c t i n g  as company commander. 
We took t h i s  p r i s o n e r  t o  an ARVN compound on t o p  of a mountain. 
W e  marched r e a l  heavy. I c a n ' t  remember how long  it was, b u t  
it w a s  most of t h e  n i g h t  w i th  no rest.  We marched ha rd  and 
heavy t o  g e t  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  a t  t h e  very t o p  of t h e  b i g g e s t  
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mountain I e v e r  climbed s i n c e  I w a s  ove r  t h e r e .  I t  was an 
ARVN compound and we s t a y e d  t h e r e  t h a t  night and we moved 
o u t  a g a i n  t h e  n e x t  day. Tha t  was t h e  day Tom--I t o l d  you 
w e  went t o  g e t  a d r i n k  o f  w a t e r  and a grenade o r  something 
exploded and h e  g o t  h i s  l e g  messed up. 

Q- B-40 o r  B-70 o r  something? 

A.  I t h i n k  it w a s  an M-79 round r e a l l y .  I t  could 
have been one of  ours  o r  one o f  t h e i r s .  I assumed it was 
an M-79 round by t h e  way it sounded when it h i t .  But I 
tu rned  my back a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  it h i t  and he was g e t t i n g  a 
d r i n k  of water a t  t h e  same t i m e  i t  h i t .  I t  h i t  r i g h t  i n s i d e  
t h e  w a t e r .  

Q. Okay. Now l e t ' s  go t o  when Capta in  SHELTON w a s  
commanding t h e  company, j u s t  about  i n  t h e  same area. I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  h i l l  f o r  you. R e m e m b e r  g e t t i n g  i n t o  
a v i l l a g e  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  f i v e  o r  s i x  caches found i n  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  and t h e n  blowing them up--the c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g s  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  Capta in  SHELTON w a s  commanding. 

A .  I remember t h a t .  

Q. Now t h e  h i l l  was r i g h t  n e x t  t o  it because i f  you 
want t o  look on t h i s  map-- 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I remember now, t h i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  
w e  g o t  s u p p l i e s .  W e  g o t  s e t  up l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  

Q =  H e r e  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you founcl the r ice 
caches i n  and h e r e  i s  t h e  h i l l  t h a t  I know l a t e r  on you 
bivouaced on, t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  of  March. I ' m  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  h i l l  and t h i s  t i m e  s o  i f  you can 
perhaps remember something about  it. The o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  
Capta in  SHELTON of  cou r se ,  w a s  abou t  2 o r  3 weeks b e f o r e  t h i s .  

A. I know t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  Capta in  SHELTON, t h e  
p l a c e  we l o s t  t h e  machinegunner and h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  The rea-
son why t h a t  p l a c e  w a s  booby t r a p p e d  was because w e  had two 
p l a toons  i n  t h e r e  I t h i n k ,  i n  t h a t  same l i t t l e  a r e a .  W e  
w e r e  g i v i n g  Cap ta in  SHELTON cover  s o  t h a t  he could  g e t  t h e  
rest of t h e  way a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d  and t h a t  was t h e  day t h a t  
he w a s  h i t .  R igh t  now I'm getting--we had s o  many people  
t a k i n g  command h e r e  and every th ing .  

-
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Q I t h i n k  you a r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  confused about  t h i s ,  
because t h a t  i n c i d e n t ,  Cap ta in  SHELTON g e t t i n g  h i t ,  is  about  
a week b e f o r e  t h e  machinegunner and the a s s i s t a n t  machinegun-
n e r  blew t h e  booby t r a p ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  same area. 

A .  Then t h e  day t h a t  t h e y  g o t  k i l l e d ,  t h e  machinegun-
n e r  and h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  I ' v e  g o t  t h i s  confused,  t h i s  whole 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Is t h i s  the t ime w e  supposedly had been i n  
a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  and 600 o r  700 meters away was a heavy 
dense wooded a r e a  which they  CA'd one company i n  and ano the r  
company was supposed t o  have been coming up behind? 

Q Thi s  is  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w e ' r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  

A. W e  s a t  t h e r e  a lmos t  a l l  day and watched them bom-
b a r d  t h a t  whole area b e f o r e  any i n f a n t r y  u n i t  was e v e r  i n  t h a t  
wooded a r e a .  

Q- Then t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  what I w a s  g e t t i n g  confused on because 
I know--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  5 minute a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
from about  0725 t o  about  0730 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I know t h a t  t hey  had one company coming up beh ind  
and they  had ano the r  company t h a t  was making a CA i n t o  it. I 
know w e  made one sweep th rough  t h a t  a r e a  a f t e r  it w a s  a l l  
over .  I d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  remember what happened a f t e r  t h a t  b u t  
I w a s  confused on--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  's  ano the r  o p e r a t i o n .  

A .  W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  same p l a c e ,  w e  w e r e  i n  a blocking--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Same a r e a .  W e l l ,  what r e a l l y  I ' m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s  t h i s  march from t h e  h i l l  over  t o  t h e  beach.  
Were t h e r e  and choppers involved  i n  t h i s ,  f l y i n g  cover  f o r  you? 

A.  I c a n ' t  s ay  because I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  i f  t h e r e  w e r e .  

Q. L e t ' s  t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  where you found r i c e  
caches.  You were w i t h  Captain  SHELTON and you blew t h e  per-
manent t y p e  b u i l d i n g s .  
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A .  Every permanent t y p e  b u i l d l n g  was complete ly  
crammed w i t h  r ice ,  even t h e  chimneys i n  some of  t h e s e  w e l l  
b u i l t  b u i l d i n g s .  We were on a schedu le  of some k ind ,  s o  
t h e  b e s t  way, h e  c a l l e d  i n  demol i t i on  teams and eve ry th ing  
t o  come and blow t h e s e  up. We found a b i g  g i a n t  t u n n e l  
complex which they  used 200 o r  300 pounds of TNT t o  d e s t r o y .  
This  was a11 involved ,  l i k e  t hey  des t royed  t h i s  whole t u n n e l ,  
went through t h e  s i d e  of  a mountain,  a long  w i t h  blowing up 
t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a long  w i t h  t h e  r ice i n  them. W e  
burned a l o t  o f  r i c e ,  we d i d n ' t  burn t h e  h u t s  now. W e  took  
t h e  r i c e  o u t  p h y s i c a l l y .  A l o t  of  it w e  packed up i n  sand 
bags and loaded o u t  on choppers.  W e  worked o u r  b u t t s  o f f  
l oad ing  sandbags up wi th  r i c e  and they  loaded them up i n  
t h e  choppers.  What they cou lan '  t t a k e ,  what we d i d n ' t  have 
room enough t o  l o a d  up i n  t h e  choppers ,  we took t h e  rest of  
it o u t  and poured wa te r  on it. The w a t e r  was t h e  b e s t  way 
t o  d e s t r o y  r i c e .  W e  d i d n ' t  bu rn  a  s i n g l e  h u t .  W e  s t a r t e d  
o u t  t o  bu rn  some r i c e  b u t  C a p t a m  SHELTON s a i d  t h e  b e s t  way 
is t o  pour w a t e r  on it and throw it o u t  on t h e  ground. T h a t ' s  
about  it. I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  now. 

Q. Same day. 

A ,  I know we had a l l  k inds  of people  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  
ga the red  up and they  had a couple  of i n t e r p r e t e r s  f l y  i n  on 
choppers.  I t h i n k  w e  s p e n t  a lmos t  t h e  f u l l  day w h i l e  h a l f  
t h e  company w a s  l oad ing  rice up, d e s t r o y i n g  it. Then they  
had t h e  o t h e r  company rounding up a l l  t h e  young people  of  the 
v i l l a g e  and had them a l l  i n  one c i r c l e  q u e s t i o n i n g  them and 
eve ry th ing .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I can remember on t h a t .  

Q See i f  you can remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  Right  i n  
t h e  same area, r i g h t  around t h e  same p l a c e  t h a t  you s a w  t h e  
r ice,  t h i s  w a s  r i g h t  n o r t h  of t h e  r i v e r ,  remember t h a t ?  A 
chopper w a s  f l y i n g  around on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  s a w  what he thought  was a VC. He came back,  
came over  t o  t h e  company and p icked  up Cap ta in  SHELTON and 
one o t h e r  man and went ove r  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  t o  what they  
thought  was a VC; do you remember t h i s ?  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When h e  came back,  they  found o u t  it 
w a s  a farmer  and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t hey  found o u t  it was a farmer .  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember any th ing  about  t h i s .  

Q. You do n o t  remember a chopper cover ing  you when 
you were marching e x c e p t  t h e  one t i m e  when they  cornered  
t h a t  VC w i t h  a c a r b i n e ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  t ime I remember a couple  of  
choppers cover ing  over  u s .  The reason  why w e  w e r e  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  it was r e p o r t e d  they  were s c o u t i n g  t h e  
a r e a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  W e  were j u s t  caught  up i n  t h e  
middle of ou r  chow and eve ry th ing  and had t o  g e t  loaded 
up and go o u t  t h e r e .  Half t h e  guys d i d n ' t  have h a l f  t h e  
g e a r  and w e  j u s t  moved o u t  on t h e  s p u r  of t h e  moment. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  r ea son  I t h i n k  we were t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  
because they  s p o t t e d  some a c t i o n  going on i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  some 
people  were s een ,  s o  t h a t ' s  why w e  p icked  up t h a t  guy. 

Q- S p e c i a l i s t  EIKENBERRY, I want t o  thank  you f o r  
coming i n .  I a p p r ~ . c i a t e  eve ry th ing  you have done t o  t r y  
t o  t e l l  us what you know and I'd l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  
you a r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s ,  any th ing  t h a t  happened i n  t h i s  
room, w i t h  anybody excep t  w i t h  t h e  adv ice  of  your  counse l .  
P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  it wi th  anybody who 
might sometime o r  o t h e r  be  a w i t n e s s  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  Now 
i n  t h e  even t  you a r e  ques t ioned  by o r  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  an admin-
i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  or l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  I4y 
La i  i n c i d e n t ,  any th ing  you have t e s t i f i e d  t o  h e r e  you may 
t e s t i f y  t o  t h e r e .  Again, I would a d v i s e  you t o  seek  t h e  
advice  of  your  counse l  on t h i s ,  b u t  I want t o  thank you very 
much. 

You ought t o  be  ve ry ,  very  proud t o  know t h e  
comments t h a t  have been made by Capta in  W H I T E  and by t h e  
o t h e r  members of  your  p l a t o o n  about  you. And I would l i k e  
t o  have your  r e p u t a t i o n .  Do you have anyth ing  you would 
l i k e  t o  say  o r  any q u e s t i o n s  you would l i k e  t o  ask?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q- I want -Lo thank you very much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 5 2 0  hour s ,  1 4  February 
1970.)  
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ELLIOT, Vernon R.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 19 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P la toon  Sergean t ,  
F i r s t  P la toon ,  A/3/1. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  jo ined t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  November 
1966 (pg. 2 )  . H e  t r a i n e d  i n  Hawaii w i t h  t h e  u n i t  
and on 5 December 1967 he  depar ted  wi th  ~ / 3 / 1  f o r  
Vietnam (pgs .  2 ,  3 )  . H e  left Vietnam f o r  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  i n  e a r l y  December 1968 (pg.  3 )  . 
2 .  PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  was re-
ce ived  by t h e  u n i t  a t  t h e  J u n g l e  Warfare T r a i n i n g  Center  
i n  Hawaii,  amphibious e x e r c i s e  on Molokai, and upon 
t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam (p'gs. 21-27). The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  he was t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Code of Conduct and t h e  Geneva 
Conventions, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  by whom (pgs.  25-26). H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  when they f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam they 
were t o l d  t h a t  "you d o n ' t  f i r e  a t  anybody u n l e s s  they  
f i r e d  a t  you" (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  t ime went by 
t h i s  r u l e  was no longer  fol lowed (pg. 26) . The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  r e c a l l e d  having a c l a s s  on t h e  l e g a l i t y  
v e r s u s  t h e  i l l e g a l i t y  of an  o r d e r  (pg .  2 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  could. have had a c l a s s  on t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of an  
a t r o c i t y  o r  a  war cr ime,  b u t  it d i d  n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  h i s  
mind (pg. 2 9 ) .  
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3. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  a b r i e f i n g  on 
15 March (pg. 2 1 ) .  

4 .  COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  The grenade a t t a c k  on 17 March. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
t h e  u n i t  on 17 March (pg. 8 ) .  He d i d  remember t h e  grenade  
a t t a c k  which occurred  a t  2115 hours and r e s u l t e d  i n  two 
men dead and f i v e  men wounded (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  csunded were evacuated  a s  qu ick ly  a s  p o s s i b l e  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  The bodies  of t h e  two dead men were n o t  t aken  
o u t  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  day (pgs.  1 0 ,  11). Before they  were 
removed ano the r  h e l i c o p t e r  f lew i n  c a r r y i n g  e i t h e r  
Colonel  HENDERSON o r  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER o r  both  
p g  1 1  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know i f  Colonel  LUPER 

was p r e s e n t  t h a t  day (pg. 1 2 ) .  

b .  A c t i v i t i e s  on 18-19 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on t h e  evening of 
18 March they l aagered  on a s t e e p  h i l l  (pg. 1 3 ) .  The 
n e x t  morning t h e  u n i t  went over  t o  t h e  beach (pgs .  13 ,  
1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could n o t  r e c a l l  what p la toon  was 
l e a d i n g  t h e  way a s  they  moved t o  t h e  beach (pg. 1 4 )  . H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  they  s e t  up a CP, had s e c u r i t y ,  and al lowed 
t h e  men t o  go swimming (pg. 1 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  on 
t h e  n i g h t  o f  19 March w h i l e  they were s e t  up i n  an  ambush 
format ion  a long a woodline they cap tu red  two women wi th  
l a r g e  b a s k e t s  o f  f i s h  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  was t o l d  about  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  informed t h e  company commander of a 
Vietnamese h i d i n g  i n  a r ice paddy - ( p g s .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  Two 
s o l d i e r s  w e r e  s e n t  o u t  t o  c a p t u r e  him and they  k i l l e d  t h e  
man (pg. 1 7 ) .  When t h e  p i l o t  c a l l e d  down by r a d i o  t o  
f i n d  o u t  what happened, he was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  man had a 
grenade i n  h i s  pocket  and was a VC (pg.  17) . ,The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  know about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pgs.  17,  1 8 ) .  
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b.  The w i t n e s s  d e s c r i b e d  EIKENBERRY a s  "one of t h e  
w o r s t  m i s t a k e s  t h e  Army e v e r  made" (pg .  1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  EIKENBERRY "p layed  t u n n e l  r a t "  long  enough t o  b u i l d  
up a r e p u t a t i o n  and t h e n  g e t  a " s o f t  job i n  t h e  company" 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  man was no good a s  a  
s o l d i e r  (pg.  2 0 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1235 hours ,  1 9  February 
1970. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP. 

I have an e x h i b i t  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  record .  This 
i s  a l i n e  of succession r o s t e r  from f-larch 1968 t o  January 1970. 
I t  covers t h e  fol lowing headquarters  : I11 MAF; America1 Div- 
i s i o n ;  l l t h  In fan t ry  Brigade ; Task Force Barker;  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n ;  174th Aviation Company; 6th B a t t a l i o n ,  l l t h  A r t i l l e r y ;  
and t h e  advisory element,  Quang Ngai Province. This  i s  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  record  and i d e n t i f i e d  as  M-120. 

The next  wi tness  is  M r .  Vernon R. ELLIOT. 

(MR ELLIOT was c a l l e d  as  a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows : )  

S i r ,  w i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name? 

A. Vernon Ray ELLIOT. 

RCDR : Your occupation? 

A. I ' m  a s t o r e  c l e r k  i n  a l i q u o r  s t o r e .  

RCDR: Your address? 

A. 315 Hogan Road, R o s s v i l l e ,  Georgia. 

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  ELLIOT, on my l e f t  i s  Colonel BRANDT who 
w i l l  a l s o  ask you ques t ions .  One of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  know i s  i f  you have read t h e  pre l iminary  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Ex-
h i b i t  M-57) ?' 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. Did you understand them? 

A.  Yes, sir.  I th ink  so. 

Q. Do you have any ques t ions  on them? 
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A. No, I don ' t .  

Q - Of course,  you and I have met be fo re .  I want t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  such groups t a k i n g  testimony. 
I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  are two c i v i l i a n  lawyers who volunteered  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  assist i n  t h e  inqui ry ,  
They were s o  d e t a i l e d  t o  General PEERS t o  assist  him. We have 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  up t o  350 i n d i v i d u a l s  s o  f a r .  However, General 
PEERS a lone  is  respons ib le  f o r  reaching  t h e  conclusions , w r i t -
i n g  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and making t h e  recommendations on t h i s  inquiry,  

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  t h e  prelimin-
a ry  i n s t r u c t i o n s  reques ted  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  t h i s  o u t s i d e  
of t h i s  hea r ing  room except  as you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  
before  some o f f i c i a l  j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  body. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q M r .  ELLIOT, t h e  way I conduct t h i s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
i s  I ' l l  ask you a few s tandard  ques t ions  t o  i d e n t i f y  where you 
were, what your p o s i t i o n  was and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  Then I 
w i l l  go o f f  t h e  record  i n  a more informal fashion  t o  b r i e f  
you thoroughly as  t o  t h e  events  of t h e  pe r iod  o f  time t h a t  we 
a r e  going t o  be d i scuss ing ,  about what your u n i t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n ,  t o  focus your memory and your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i n t o  t h a t  p a r t i -
c u l a r  t i m e .  We w i l l  t hen  go back on t h e  record  and t r y  t o  g e t  
a s  much information from you as  you can poss ib ly  r e c o l l e c t .  
We a re  very informal  i n  t h e s e  proceedings,  because t h e  most 
important t h i n g  i s  t o  t r y  t o  focus your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  of t i m e  back i n  1968 s o  you can remember 
what occurred ,  

The f i r s t  ques t ion  i s  would you s t a t e  f o r  us your 
p o s i t i o n ,  your pe r iod  of s e r v i c e ,  t h e  d a t e s  you were i n  t h e  
America1 Divis ion ,  o r  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade, o r  A/3/1 In fan t ry  
even as  f a r  back a s  Schof ie ld  Barracks i n  Hawaii and u n t i l  
you r o t a t e d  home from Vietnam? 

A .  I joined t h e  11 th  Brigade i n  I t h i n k  November of 
1967--no, 9966 ,  1 s t a y e d  there  1 3  months. I trained with 
t h e  u n i t .  I was a platoon s e r g e a n t ,  a s t a f f  se rgean t  E-6. 
We l e f t  by boa t  5 December 1967. I s t and  t o  be c o r r e c t e d ,  bu t  
I th ink  it was 5 December 1 9 6 7  and we were p a r t  of t h e  Ameri-
c a l  Divis ion when we g o t  t o  Vietnam. 
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Q* You were i n  A Company? 

A. A/3/1 In fan t ry .  

Q- How long were you wi th  A Company while  you were i n  
Vietnam? 

A. For a year.  For t h e  1 2  months I was t h e r e .  

Q The reason I ask i s  because you were i n f u s e d ,  and 
. you l o s t  a l o t  of people t o  t h e  in fus ion  program. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I wasn ' t .  I s tayed t h e r e .  

Q. And you r o t a t e d  back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. I n  e a r l y  December 1968? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I be l i eve  1 4  December roughly. 

Q- And you were t h e  platoon se rgean t  of t h e  1st Platoon 
a l l  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  a l l  t h e  t ime I was over  t h e r e .  Well, t h e  
o t h e r  platoons r o t a t e d  platoon se rgean t s  because of c a s u a l t i e s  
and what have you, but  I f e l t  p r e t t y  lucky. I was i n  t h e  same 
platoon f o r  12 months. 

Q. Okay. Now l e t ' s  go back t o  t h i s  p a s t  f a l l ,  i n  Sep-
tember and October,  when t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My Lai i n c i d e n t  h i t  
t he  newspapers and TV and L i fe  magazine. Have you spoken t o  
any of your o l d  company mates o r  people - who were i n  t h e  b r i -
gade s i n c e  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Well, we had i n  our weapons p la toon Sergeant  Norman 
D. H I L L .  He was from Texas and he and I went on R&R toge the r .  
And he came t o  s e e  m e  here  about a month ago. He's divorced,  
and h i s  ex-wife and c h i l d  a r e  i n  Cleveland, Tennessee. When 
I heard about it, and when I say him I s a y s ,  "How about t h i s  
My Lai i n c i d e n t ?  Can you be l i eve  i t ? "  And he t o l d  me, "Well, 
I hadn ' t r e a l l y  pa id  much a t t e n t i o n .  " I s a i d ,  "Well, you 
should read up on it because they 've r e a l l y  got  something going.' '  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-384 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - H e  was i n  your company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I take  it from t h i s  t h a t  you w e r e  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s e d
when t h i s  came ou t?  

A. I was. I want t o  answer your ques t ions ,  and you 
know I ' v e  g o t  t h i n g s ,  you know, t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  say about 
t h a t .  You know what I mean, w e l l - -

Q ( In te rpos ing)  P lease  say anything t h a t  you want. 

A .  I ' d  r a t h e r  you ask me t h e  ques t ions ;  then  i f  it 
d o e s n ' t  come o u t ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you. 

Q Why were you su rp r i sed?  

A. Mainly because every time my company went i n t o  My 
L a i ,  we got  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  We never went i n t o  My Lai without 
it, and I saw a l o t  of people d i e  i n  My Lai and g e t  wounded. 
We would go days without  g e t t i n g  any enemy and s e e  people h i t  
booby t r a p s ,  and t h a t  was t h e  wors t  p lace  i n  t h e  world. Well, 
I d o n ' t  know. I think about it every day because I had t h e  I 
same people i n  Hawaii t h a t  I c a r r i e d  t o  Vietnam i n  my platoon.  
I knew them, and I watched them. I watched some of them d i e ,  
some of them g e t  wounded. I never met anybody s i n c e  I have 
been i n  t h e  Army t h a t  I thought capable of doing anything 
u n j u s t  over  t h e r e ,  and I know t h i s  i s  about something t h a t  
somebody is supposed t o  have done. But I ' v e  never m s t  any-
body t h a t  I thought would do anything t h a t  anybody s a i d  people 
have done over  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I want t o  say on it. 

Q Well, t h i s  has come as  a s u r p r i s e  t o  many of us.  
The shock was f a n t a s t i c .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  same r e a c t i o n  o u t  of 
somebody who was a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  a rea  a t  t h e  t ime.  I ' m  going 
t o  go o f f  t h e  record a t  t h i s  time t o  brief you on t h e  e x e r c i s e  
t o  g e t  your mind focused back j u s t  t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  s o  t h a t  you 
might r e c o l l e c t  b e t t e r .  We'l l  t ake  a r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1245 hours ,  1 9  February 1970.)  
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[The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1310 hour s ,  19 February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTROMG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r  

RCDR : A l l  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are aga in  
p r e s e n t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  ELLIOT? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You have l i s t e n e d  t o  me b r i e f  you on what t h e  oper-
a t i o n s  were of  Task Force Barker  du r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1 
February t o  about  1 A p r i l .  Would you p l e a s e  r ecoun t  f o r  us  
eve ry th ing  you can remember s t e p  by s t e p  from about  15 March 
on t r a c i n g  what your p l a toon  d i d ,  what your  company d i d  a s  you 
r e c a l l  through about  19 o r  20 March? 

A. The d a t e s  and a l l  I c o u l d n ' t  v e r i f y ,  b u t  I can t e l l  
you t h a t  I remember d i s t i n c t l y  when Captain  TRINKLE g o t  s h o t .  
I can t e l l  you t h a t .  When w e  l e f t  f i r e  b a s e  D o t t i e  my p l a -
toon w a s  b lock ing  o u t s i d e  of My L a i ,  and t h e  o t h e r  p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  company were CA'd i n  and when they-- the  o p e r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  
go as  we had planned because--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  T h i s  i s  ,on o r  about  2 3  February 
when Captain  TRINKLE g o t  h i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. (Using a s k e t c h  map drawn by t h e  w i t -
ness  d u r i n g  t h e  r e c e s s )  This  i s  My L a i .  When t h e  m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  company CA'd i n ,  it w a s  p lanned t h a t  I would block 
them coming i n  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  s o u t h ) .  W e l l ,  
C h a r l i e  went t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  a f t e r  he  had h i t  t h e  company and 
caused q u i t e  a few c a s u a l t i e s .  I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  Capta in  
TRINKLE g o t  s h o t  l a t e  i n  t h e  morning about  1100 o r  1130 t o  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  He went i n  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  8 o ' c l o c k  a f t e r  every  
p l a toon  w a s  s ecu red .  He would n o t  go t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I mean 
he wouldn 't t a k e  a dus tof  f chopper. H e  was about  a 5-foot  man 
t h a t  had more g u t s  t han  most of  u s .  I r e s p e c t e d  him. I ' m  
t e l l i n g  you he  was one of  t h e  b e s t  company commanders t h a t  
I 've  e v e r  s een  whi le  I w a s  i n  t h e  Army. 
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Q- Now, do you remember t h e  movement o f  t h e  company
down t o  t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n s  nor th  of t h e  D i e m  D i e m  River 
about 15 March? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n s  as I out l ined 
it t o  you on t h e  map, t h e  company being i n  t h e r e  whi le  t h e  
rest of t h e  t a s k  force--

A. ( In terpos ing)  W e l l ,  w e  blocked a l o t  i n  t h e  company, 
you know. Every company d id .  I can 't s p e c i f y  t h e  d a t e s  and, 
you know, I j u s t  c a n ' t  do it. I wish I could. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  r e fe rence  p o i n t  
then ,  t o  t h e  grenade a t t a c k  t h a t  took p l a c e  on t h e  n i g h t  of  
t h e  17th.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Okay. Go back t h e  day before  t h a t  on t h e  16th .  
You were i n  p o s i t i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  company be ing  i n  t h e  
b locking  p o s i t i o n  n o r t h  of t h e  Diem D i e m  River? 

A. W e l l ,  I don ' t  simply because I c a n ' t  remember. I 
know t h a t  we were occupied every day, bu t  I c a n ' t  p inpo in t  it. 

&- A l l  r i g h t .  Maybe t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  you. Ear ly  i n  t h e  
morning you had a movement i n t o  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  before  day 
l i g h t .  You were i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  around day l igh t .  Lieutenant  
JONES was with you i n  t h e  1st Platoon and Lieutenant  WHITE had 
taken over  t h a t  3d Platoon. About 0800  t h a t  morning Lieu-
t e n a n t  WHITE w a s  over  t h e r e  and you had s o r t  of a proprietary 
i n t e r e s t  i n  ~ i e u t e n a n tWHITE. He had been your platoon l eader  
f o r  a long t ime. One of h i s  a s s i s t a n t  machinegunners who was 
a new man t r i p p e d  a booby t r a p  and wounded himself and t h e  

, machinegunner. Lieutenant  WHITE g e t t i n g  them dus ted  o f f ,  
h i s  RTO he lp ing ,  blew another  booby t r a p  wounding t h e  RTO, 
and they had t o  g e t  h i m  dusted-off .  So t h e  3d Platoon had t o  
move on up ou t  of here a l i t t l e  b i t  and move back away from 
t h i s  b r i d g e ,  because t h e y ' d  had one man k i l l e d  and two men 
wounded both i n  t h e  3d Platoon from t h e s e  booby t r a p s .  
Lieutenant  WHITE ad jus ted  t h e  platoon ' s  p o s i t i o n  and moved 
o u t  of t h i s  dangerous a rea .  I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  a t t a c k  
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had gone on down h e r e .  There had been a  h e l l  of  a l o t  of  
shoot ing  e a r l y  till about 1 0  o ' c l o c k .  A l o t  of smoke. Lots  
of n o i s e .  Now l e t  m e  ask  you a q u e s t i o n .  Did you have one 
of t hose  l i t t l e  r a d i o s ,  squad-type r a d i o s  t h a t  f i t s  i n  your 
helmet? They were p l u g ~ e d  l n t o  every  o t h e r  squad r a d i o  i n  
the b r i g a d e ,  from what I unders tand .  

A. Y e s .  I t h i n k  everybody w a s  on t h e  same frequency.  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  first t ime  t h e  company 
had a r e a l  r e s t ,  I a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s ,  your  p l a t o o n  s i t t i n g  h e r e ,  
and you could  more o r  l e s s  moni tor  what 'Bravo  Company was 
doing down h e r e ,  and what C h a r l i e  Company w a s  doing h e r e .  I n  
f a c t ,  you rnigh-t e v e r  h e a r  some of  t h e i r  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s .  
You c o u l d n l ' t  h e l p  it; you 'd  l i s t e n  i n  on it, o r  maybe you 
couldn ''t . 
A .  I can c l a r i f y  t h a t  about  t h e  r a d i o s  be ing  o n , t h e  
same frequency.  The only company I have e v e r  hea rd  on t h e  
r a d i o ,  on my squad r a d i o ,  was B / 4 / 3  t h e  day Capta in  TRINKLE 
got  s h o t .  My p l a t o o n ,  on t h e  way t o  j u i n  t he  company, g o t  
pinned down about  200  ya rds  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company and 
I mean bad.  But on t h e  i n i t i a l  b u r s t  o f  f i r e ,  nobody g o t  
h i t ,  and t h e y  w e r e n ' t  over  75 meters  from us w i t h  au toma t i c  
weapons. W e l l ,  I go t  on the r a d i o  a f t e r  we had t r i e d  t o  g e t  
ou t .  We c o u l d n ' t  move, and L i e u t e n a n t  JONES and Sergeant  
i\rZE:EDiiAivi t r i e d  t o  crawl up and throw grenades on oile gun. 
Every t i m e  t hey  'd throw a grenade ,  t h e r e  was bamboo i n  f r o n t  
of i t ,  and t h e  grenade would bounce back, and t h e y  g o t  shrap-  
n e l  from it. It s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind because ,  you lcnow, 
I can ''t f o r g e t  t h a t .  Well ,  when I g o t  on t h e  r a d i o ,  I h e a r d  
B/4/3 w a s  on t h e  r a d i o .  Now, I t o l d  them I could  h e a r  them 
behind u s .  They were making a sweep up. One p l a t o o n  was. 
And t h e  company commander was w i t h  them. I t o l d  them t o  
keep coming and don" f i r e  and t h a t  my p l a t o o n  was pinned 
down and they  came up.  They had APC ' s  and Capta in  MICHLES , 
I b e l i e v e  came u p ,  and s a i d ,  "Who's i n  charge o f  t h i s  p l a t o o n ? "  
I r an  o v e r  t h e r e  and I s a i d ,  "My l i e u t e n a n t ' s  up h e r e ,  and h e  
can'  t move ; h e rs pinned dawn. " H e  s a i d ,  " A Company ' s n o t  
pinned down." About t h e  t ime  h e  s a i d  t h a t ,  t h e  gun opened 
Up on him. The wa te r  was about t h a t  deep ( i n d i c a t i n g  halfway 
Up h i s  l e g ]  , and e v e q b o d y  h i t  t h e  w a t e r ,  and h e  was f i r s t ,  
you know. Before  we could g e t  them o u t ,  I had one guy g e t  a 
b u l l e t  i n  t.he he lme t ,  and it must have c i r c l e d  some way. I t  
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h i t  him across  t h e  forehead. It was a f r eak  acc ident .  
H e  was b leeding  real bad. I t o l d  t h e  company commander 
t h a t  I had wounded people t h a t  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e r e .  The 
t r a c k s  opened up w i t h  -50 c a l i b r e  machineguns, and they  
w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e r e .  I ran  up, and o u t  of f e a r  and anger 
and what have you, I t o l d  them w e  s t i l l  had people i n  t h e r e ,  
and he  got  t h e  f i r i n g  stopped. F i n a l l y  everybody go t  o u t .  
But, t h a t t  s t h e  day I remember. 

Q - Okay. Now, t hen  r e a l l y ,  you d o n ' t  recall v i v i d l y
being i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I can 't. It 's  been a long t i m e .  When I g o t  o u t ,  
I j u s t  wanted t o  t a k e  my l i t t l e  Vietnam map and throw it 
away. I mean, I ' m  s e r i o u s .  I hope I can be some h e l p  t o  
somebody, b u t  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  d a t e s  and a l l .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  okay. D o  you remember t h e  n e x t  
day, on t h e  1 7 t h  when you moved ac ross  he re?  You and t h e  3d 
Platoon went i n t o  t h i s  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and a t  
2115 your f i r s t  grenade landed on t h a t  machinegun p o s i t i o n ,  
and you took two men dead and f i v e  men wounded. 

A. Right. No. 

Q This  i s  t h e  grenade a t t a c k ,  now. 

A.  Two men dead and f i v e  wounded? 

Q Five wounded, yes.  

A .  I remember t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q Can you exp la in  t h e  circumstances of t h a t ?  

A .  I can. Well, we go t  i n t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  before  dark. 
W e  had an evening meal, and we were looking forward t o  it. 
The company was s e t  up around t h e  pagoda. There was nothing 
b u t  r i c e  f i e l d s  and t h e  pagoda had t r e e s .  I t  was l i k e  a 
c i r c l e ,  and it had a l i t t l e  f i n g e r  on it. I want you t o  look 
a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e .  

Q Y e s .  
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. (The wi tness  ske tched  map of  h i s  p o s i t i o n  which 
was n o t  r ece ived  i n  evidence.)  

A. My s e c t o r  was r i g h t  he re .  L ieu tenan t  J O N E S ,  my
platoon l e a d e r ,  s a i d  t o  p u t  a gun r i g h t  h e r e  cover ing  t h i s  
f i n g e r .  There w a s  a t r a i l  t h a t  r an  something l i k e  t h i s  ac ross  
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  p o s i t i o n )  . So w e  
had chow, and I had everybody i n  p o s i t i o n  a l l  t h e  way around 
my s e c t o r .  I had a gun o u t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  i n  f r o n t )  . I had 
one squad o u t  t h e r e ,  seven men. I t o l d  my p l a toon  l e a d e r  be- 
fo re  i t  got  d a r k ,  I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  way I have 
been t a u g h t  t o  se t  up a pe r ime te r .  " And I ' l l  never  f o r g e t  it. 
H e  s a i d ,  "Well, I t o l d  t h e  o l d  man about i t ," and h e  h a d n ' t .  
I know h e  h a d n ' t .  And he s a i d ,  "That ' s  where he  wants them. " 
I s a i d ,  "Well, Char l i e  can come from t h r e e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  f r o n t  
and both  f l a n k s .  " "Well, t h a t ' s  where h e  wants it. " I s a i d ,  
"Okay." And t h a t  n i g h t  t hey  grenaded them, and I never  f o r g e t  
it i f  I g e t  t o  be a hundred y e a r s  o l d .  GRENHAM and SEVIER,  
h i s  name w a s  SEVIER. SEVIER was a l i t t l e  guy. H e  was a young 
guy. I d o n ' t  know i f  he was d r a f t e d  o r  what ,  you could t e l l  
him t o  do anyth ing ,  you know, and he .  ..Excuse m e .  

(The wi tness  commenced t o  cry.  ) 

T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

A. Th i s  i s  why I got  o u t  o f  t h e  Army. I made E-7 i n  
Vietnam. I n  Chu L a i ,  t h e  America1 Div is ion  promotion board.  
DA kicked it back because I d i d n ' t  have seven yea r s  of  du ty .  
Well, I d i d n ' t  want t o  make it. I d i d n ' t  make it because I ' m  
anything s p e c i a l .  But I made it, and I wanted t o  go b e f o r e  
t h e  board ,  and I guess my f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  wanted me t o  go be- 
cause it would be a day o u t  of t h e  f i e l d ,  you know. When I 
got t o  F o r t  Lewis I was under 90 days.  I could e i t h e r  r e e n l i s t  
o r  t a k e  a d i scha rge .  W e l l ,  I took a d i scha rge .  I love  t h e  
Army; I c a n ' t  h e l p  it. I loved  s i x  y e a r s  o f  i t ,  and I l i k e d  
it. But I d i d n ' t  l i k e  Vietnam and I s a i d  I wouldn' t go back. 
I f  I would have s t ayed  i n ,  I f i g u r e d  I might. 

Q. Some of your company mates a r e  a l r eady  back. 

A. S i r ?  

Q. Some of your company mates a r e  a l r eady  back.  
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A. Already back? 

Q - Back i n  Vietnam. 

A. Who's back t h e r e ?  

Q *  TUMACDER. 

A. TUMACDER? 

Q - Y e s .  

A.  Well, t h a t ' s  t h r e e  t o u r s  f o r  h i m !  

Q Yes. 

A .  Three d i f f e r e n t  t o u r s  f o r  him over  t h e r e .  

That 's  r i g h t .  

A .  He made E-7 .  He went before t h e  board before  I 
d id .  He'd been i n  f o r  20 yea r s  or - s o ,  a r e a l  f i n e  guy. He 
was a Hawaiian. H e ' s  r e a l  s h o r t ;  h e ' s  a s o l d i e r  though. I f  
t h e r e  ever  has  been a s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  Army, h e ' s  one of  them. 

Q .  Well, l e t ' s  go back and d i scuss  what happened a f t e r  
t h i s  grenade th ing .  You had f i v e  wounded men on your hands. 

A. I su re  d id .  They c a l l e d  a  dus to f f  and they go t  
t h e r e ,  you know, a s  usua l ,  as  quick as  poss ib le .  And we got  
t h e  wounded ou t .  There was nobody c r i t i c a l ,  except--I  c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name. H e  got  some head wounds l a t e r  on,  I heard 
he had d ied .  

Q MCGUIRE? 

A. MCGUIRE . 
Q He d i d n ' t  d i e .  

A .  He didn't die?  L heard he d i d .  But we got  them 
o u t ,  and I guess it was thought c r i t i c a l  s o  we l e t  t h e  bodies 
l a y  t h e r e  a11 n i g h t .  They l a i d  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t .  The next  
morning they were laying--we had put  t h e  bodies  by a well--
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d i d n ' t  pu t  them by it, but  they moved t h e  bodies  by t h e  we l l  
.at t h e  pagoda and they were wrapped i n  a poncho. 

Q . .  Sergeant BRWCY came out'? 

A. Yeah, he d id .  

Q. And Lieutenant  LUNDEEN? 

A. Yeah, they d id .  

Q And evacuated t h e  bodies .  'But before  they  d id  t h i s ,  
another  chopper flew i n .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Well, yeah, I do. I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  br igade  com-
mander or--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Was it t h e  br igade  commander and 
Colonel BARKER? Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER, do you 
r e c a l l ?  I f  you could r e c a l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know. 

A .  I b e l i e v e  so .  I t h i n k  it was now, b u t  I ' m  no t  saying--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was it one o r  t h e  o t h e r ?  

A. God! I c a n ' t  be p r e c i s e  about it. It seems l i k e  
maybe both  of them. I d o n ' t  know. I can ' t - -

a. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you even remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h a t  somebody d i d  come i n ?  

A. Somebody d id .  Yes, s i r .  Yessiree.  

Q. Okay. 

A .  I remember h i s  chopper l and ing ,  s i r ,  b u t ,  you know, 
you don 't expect  t o  remember. 

Q. No, t h a t  ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  No problem. The f a c t  t h a t  
you remember somebody coming i n  is--

A .. ( In terpos ing)  But e i t h e r  both of them o r  one of 
them--either Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON came. 
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Q. Would the re  be another l i eu t enan t  colonel  there?  
LUPER, the a r t i l l e r y  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. I couldn ' t  say t h a t .  

Q. Okay, no problem. So sho r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  
company got  on the  road and you go over t o  t h e  w e s t ,  and you 
go across t h e  r i v e r  up p a s t  t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  when Captain 
SHELDON had command--this is  with Captain RIGGS commanding 
now. Inc iden ta l ly ,  t h a t  colonel took Captain RIGGS apar t  f o r  
bivouacking i n  the  same area  he 'd received h i s  suppl ies  i n .  

A. That n ight?  

Q - Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  biggest  mi l i t a ry  mistake. It 
cos t  two = n t s  l i v e s .  That's t h e  b iggest  mistake I ' v e  seen 
s ince  I ' v e  been i n  t he  Army. Right there .  And I t o l d  t h e  
man--1 s a i d ,  " I 've  got t o  p u l l  t h a t  gun back." There a re  two 
people dead r i g h t  today. 

Q. Captain RIGGS got  taken over t h e  coals  by the  
brigade commander. 

A. W e l l ,  it wasn't  h i s  f a u l t .  

Q. And he took Lieutenant JONES over t h e  coals .  The 
th ing  i s  t h a t  the  b a t t a l i o n  commander o r  t h e  brigade commander 
t o l d  Captain RIGGS he should have checked t h a t  pos i t ion .  
They recognized t h a t  it was poor. 

A.  Well, they should have l i s t ened  t o  me. I was ju s t  
a s t a f f  sergeant .  I wasn't--

Q * (Interposing) Did you t a l k  t o  Captain RIGGS on 
t h i s ?  

A .  I t o l d  my platoon leader ,  and he s a i d ,  " I ' ve  already 
consulted the  company commander, " and he says ,  "That's where he 
wants i t . "  I s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t  is  not  t he  pos i t ion  f o r  t h a t  
machinegun." 

Q. That 's  not the  way you s a i d  i t ,  because I know the  
way platoon sergeants  t a l k ,  too ,  under those circumstances . 
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A. Well, t h a t ' s  no t  t h e  way I s a i d  it. 

Q The next  morning a f t e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t u f f  
took p lace  t h e r e  a t  t h e  pagoda, the company got  on the road,  
and you moved wes t ;  you went across  t h e  r i v e r  through t h e  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you had des t royed about 2 weeks b e f o r e ,  
and up on t h e  h i l l  where you went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  again  f o r  t h e  
n ight .  You r e j o i n e d  t h e  2d Platoon up t h e r e .  

A. L e t  me th ink .  

(COL ARMSTRONG s t e p s  t o  MAP-1) 

Q. Well, i t ' s  no t  t h i s  day of t h e  18th t h a t  I ' m  con-
'cerned wi th .  I t ' s  not  being up here  t h a t  I ' m  concerned 
about ( i n d i c a t i n g  northwestern P i n k v i l l e  on MAP-1). I t ' s  
t h i s  march over  here t h a t  I want t o  know about ( i n d i c a t i n g  
eastward toward t h e  coas t )  on t h e  19 th .  

A. W e  d i d  what now? 

Q You went on t o  t h e  pagoda here  and ac ross  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h  edge of P i n k v i l l e )  . There ' s  a br idge across  
here somewhere, across  t h i s  r i v e r .  Maybe i t ' s  h e r e  t h a t  you 
crossed t h e  r i v e r ,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  t h e r e  i s  a br idge  across  
here somewhere. You crossed and went through t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l -
l age ,  went up on t h i s  h i l l .  This  i s  t h e  same day t h a t  you 
evacuated t h e  bodies  of your buddies o u t  of h e r e ,  and t h e  same 
day a s  t h e  br igade  commander o r  the b a t t a l i o n  commander came 
and v i s i t e d  t h e  company commander. You spen t  t h a t  n i g h t  here  
on t h i s  h i l l .  The 2d Platoon had spen t  t h e  n i g h t  before  h e r e ,  
too ( i n d i c a t i n g  a h i l l  northwest of P i n k v i l l e )  . 
A .  I b e l i e v e  I can say I remember it. The 2d Platoon 
were up t h e r e  and i t ' s  a r e a l  s t e e p  h i l l  l i k e  t h a t  one ( ind i -
ca t ing  h i l l  t o  which COL ARMSTRONG is p o i n t i n g ) .  

Q. That 's r i g h t .  

A. That ' s  it, yes ,  I do remember t h a t .  We joined--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You spen t  t h e  n i g h t  up t h e r e .  Now 
t h e  n e x t  morning you took o f f ,  and I t h i n k  you went about 
l i k e  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  n o r t h e a s t  up t o  t h e  c o a s t )  over  t o  t h e  
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beach. Tha t ' s  the beach where you p ro tec ted  t h e  woodcutters,  
You made this m a r c h  i n  one day. I t ' s  n o t  a long march. Can 
you t e l l  me the formation t h a t  t h e  company used t o  go ac ross  
t h e r e ,  w h a t  p la toon w a s  leading?  

A. . Let roe think. I don' t  know what p la toon w a s  leading, 

Q - Probably when you got  about h e r e  you s p l i t .  One 
platoon w a s  s e n t  t h i s  way, and one platoon w a s  s e n t  t h i s  way. 
So you h i t  t h e  beach w i t h  two platoons a b r e a s t  and probably 
t h e  company command group and t h e  o t h e r  p la toon followed 
e i t h e r  t h i s  platoon o r  th is  platoon.  Then you went i n t o  a 
p o s i t i o n  along here  [ ind ica t ing  t h e  c o a s t l i n e )  . 
A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  i f  i t ' s  the time I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about now. 
The company s e t  up a CP on a l i t t l e  kno l l .  I d o n ' t  know where 
it was, bu t  we set up a C P ,  and w e  had s e c u r i t y ,  and we l e t  
t h e  people go swimming. 

Q.  hat ni'ght you s e t  up an ambush, and t h a t ' s  when 
you gathered i n  t h e  s i x  women wi th  f i s h ,  b u t  you found out  
t h a t  they were l e g i t i m a t e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  Republic of Vietnam. 

A.  No, t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  we s e t  up t h a t  ambush, t h a t  w a s  
from my pla toon.  We weren ' t  on t h a t  kno l l .  We were i n  t h e  
woodline. My platoon had a dog t h a t  followed us around, and 
t h e  dog was wi th  u s  a t  t h e  ambush. Over t h e r e  when you set  
up an ambush, nobody's supposed t o  be o u t ,  and t h e r e  a r e  peo- 
p l e  t h a t  d i e  because they a r e  i n  ambush and, l e t ' s  f ace  i t ,  
t h a t ' s  what t h e  G I ' s  a r e  supposed t o  do. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  They had curfews. 

A.  Well, we heard th.em open up, and :: c a l l e d  them on 
t h e  r a d i o  and Sergeant ORNDORFF, one of my squad l e a d e r s  was 
t a l k i n g  t o  m e ,  and he s a i d  t h a t  they had missed them and t h a t  
they had captured them and it was women--two women, o r  t h r e e  
w i t h  b i g  baskets  of f i s h .  

Q. Okay. You j u s t  don Ptremember t h a t  march going 
across  from t h e  h i l l  t o  the beach? 

I f  I can t h i n k  about it, I might, s i r ,  bu t  I c a n ' t .  
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Q. Okay. L e t  me t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your  memory on some-
thing e l s e .  

A. I had 365 days and I can % remember. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  j u s t  t h i n k  about  something else. 
HOW o f t e n  d i d  you have choppers f l y  cover  f o r  you when you 
were moving c r o s s  count ry  l i k e  t h a t ?  Very o f t e n ?  

A. Fly  cover?  

Q- Y e s .  

A .  No, I wouldn ' t  say  very o f t e n .  

Q They w e r e  Primo choppers o u t  o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
s e c t i o n .  

A. Primo, yes .  W e l l ,  w e  had good s u p p o r t ,  good chop-
p e r  s u p p o r t .  But on t h e  move and a l l ,  w e  d i d n ' t  always have 
choppers f l y i n g  i n  s u p p o r t .  Sometimes w e  d i d  and sometimes 
we d i d n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember any t i m e  t h a t  you d i d ?  

A. O h ,  I can remember a l o t .  I can remember when-.. 
Colonel--he w a s  my l a s t  b a t t a l i o n  commander. You know him".,, 
probably.  W e l l ,  I can remember o f f  o f  f i r e  b a s e  Dragon-- '?, 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I mean up h e r e ,  when you were 
here .  

A. O h ,  t h i s  p a r t  h e r e .  

Q. For i n s t a n c e ,  I remember b e i n g  t o l d  about  one 
i n s t a n c e  where a chopper cornered  a guy, a VC, and Captain 
TRINKLE and h i s  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  p icked t h e  man up o u t  o f  a 
h o l e  and h e  had a ca rb ine .  

A .  I remember something about t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e -
mmber--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And t h e  chopper p i l o t  s a i d ,  "I want 
t h a t  weapon. It be longs  t o  us .  'I And Capta in  TRINXLE s a i d ,  
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"You're abso lu te ly  r i g h t ,  it belongs t o  you. I' 

A. I remember t h a t .  I remember those  words, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  t e l l  you what day it w a s .  But I remember it. Captain 
TRINKLE gave it up. He gave them t h e  weapon. I remember 
t h a t .  

Q I n  f a c t ,  he s e n t  it t o  him. There w a s  another  
time--but t h a t  w a s  when Captain TRINKLE w a s  i n  command--that 
was one t i m e  t h a t  t h e  choppers worked w i t h  you. 

A. We had good chopper suppor t .  

Q Another t i m e ,  when Captain SHELTON w a s  i n  command, 
you were operating--in f a c t ,  it was t h e  same day t h a t  you 
went i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  and destroyed t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and evacu-
a ted  a l l  t h e  r i c e .  The choppers s p o t t e d  what they thought  
were VC ac ross  t h e  r i v e r ,  pinned one down, came over ,  picked 
up t h e  cap ta in  and t h e  r a d i o  opera to r  aga in ,  and they went 
over and picked t h i s  guy up. Then they discovered he w a s  a 
l e g i t i m a t e  farmer. That w a s  another  t ime. Now l e t  me ask you 
about t h i s  one. The company's moving along on a t r a i l  across  
rice-paddy country.  There a r e  two choppers ou t  of PRIM0 f l y -
i n g  cover f o r  you up i n  advance, scout ing  o u t  t h e  country 
s i d e .  The low one starts c i r c l i n g  o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t .  There ' s  
some c h a t t e r  on t h e  r a d i o ,  and t h e  l e a d  p la toon has g o t  t o  
send some men ou t .  Does t h a t  s t r i k e  a b e l l ?  This  chopper 
i s  o r b i t i n g  o u t  t h e r e  r e a l  low t o  t h e  ground f o r  a consid-
e r a b l e  per iod  of t i m e .  

A.  When w a s  t h i s ?  

Q I d o n ' t  know. 

A. Well, I ' v e  seen that--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Yourve seen t h a t  l o t s ?  

A. Yeah. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t  me g e t  more e x p l i c i t .  Two men got  
ou t .  P r e t t y  soon they g e t  under t h e  place where t h e  chopper 
i s ,  and t h e  two men s t a r t  coming back and t h e  chopper f l i e s  
o f f .  The r a d i o  comes on, t h e  company commander's radio--on 
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t h e  company command n e t .  And t h i s  chopper p i l o t  i s  mad as  h e l l ,  
I ' I ' v ~  exposed me and my crew and my chopper f o r  20  minutes 
captur ing  t h a t  p r i soner .  When you guys g e t  o u t  t h e r e  t o  p ick  
him up, you shoot  him. I want t o  know why!" Now t h i s  i s  a 
warrant  o f f i c e r  chewing ou t  a cap ta in .  Do you remember any- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. They s h o t  him, you say? 

(COL ARMSTRONG nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Q- Do you remember t h a t  k ind  of an i n c i d e n t  where t h e  
p i l o t  of a chopper chewed ou t  t h e  company 'commander because 
a  p r i soner  had been shot?  Conversation on t h e  r a d i o  i s  company 
commander s a y s ,  "Wait one. " C a l l s  t h e  p la toon.  Says, "What 
happened ou t  t h e r e ? "  The p la toon l e a d e r  s a y s ,  "Don ' t  know; 
I ' l l  check. " The only t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  h e l d  
down t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  key on t h e  r a d i o ,  and t u r n s  apparent ly 
t o  t h e  r i f leman and s a y s ,  "What happened o u t  t h e r e ? "  And t h e  
rif leman s a y ,  "Ah, ah,  ah,  ah ,  ah ,  ah ,  ah ,  ah ,  ah ,  ah .  " And 
t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ' s  voice comes back over  t h e  a i r ,  "You mean 
you found a VC who had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket?" And t h e  
r i f l eman ' s  words come back, "Yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He had a 
grenade i n  h i s  pocket.  He w a s  a VC." 

Now t h e  chopper 's  r a d i o  was on t h e  command n e t ,  
and t h i s  was t h e  company command n e t ,  and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  
conversat ion with the  r i f leman was on t h e  a i r  because t h e  
t r a n s m i t t e r  key w a s  down. He c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  company 
commander and s a i d ,  "The guy w a s  a VC and they  s h o t  him. 
H e  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket.  " And t h a t ' s  when t h e  chopper 
p i l o t  s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  it would be a cold 
day i n  h e l l  before  he e v e r  cornered another  guy and exposed 
himself f o r  you people,  and turned  around and p u l l e d  o f f .  
Did you e v e r  hear  of anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No. Well, you know, t h i s  i s - - I ' m  n o t  prepared 
f o r  t h i s .  Tornmorrow I might--recall  t h i n g s  every day. You 
know what I mean. I d o n ' t  have them a l l  up he re  now ( i n d i -
c a t i n g  h i s  head) . I th ink  a  l o t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
nothing l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  t h a t  it could have happened i n  your 
Company? 
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Here 's what happened. There were 
t h r e e  VC s p o t t e d  by t h i s  chopper. H e  chased two of them i n  
t h i s  sp ide rho le  o r  cave and t h e  t h i r d  one l a i d  down along side 
t h e  d ike  of a rice paddy. 

A.  What p la toon was i t ?  

Q. I dontt know. I d o n ' t  even know i f  it w a s  your 
company. 

A .  I never--I'm t e l l  you, I don't--

Q = ( In terpos ing)  But t h i s  is what happened. When the 
two men approached, t h e  chopper p i l o t  could s e e  him t u r n  h i s  
head and look up a t  him and one of  them bayoneted him and then 
s h o t  him i n  t h e  head. 

A .  Well, i f  something l i k e  t h a t  happened, I wouldn't  
f o r g e t  it. 

Q L e t  me ask you t h i s .  

A.  I ' m  saying  I don ' t  know. 

Q. How o f t e n  d i d  your company f i x  bayonets? 

A. We never f i x e d  bayonets.  We never  had a reason 
t o  f i x  bayonets ,  because we never had c l o s e  c o h a t .  F ix  
bayonets i s ,  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  your l a s t  r e s o r t .  I f  we h i t  
a v i l l a g e  and had h o s t i l e  a c t i o n ,  why, we ' d  shoot  them, 
you know, i f  they  were shoot ing a t  us.  But t h e r e ' s  no reason 
i n  Vietnam t o  f i x  bayonets un less ,  w e l l ,  we riever ran  out  of 
ammo. I ' l l  pu t  it t h i s  way. I ' v e  never seen  it. I ' v e  never 
heard of anybody f i x i n g  bayonets i n  Vietnam. 

Q Okay. But I ' m  su re  i f  you would have ever  heard 
of t h i s ,  it would have s tuck  i n  your mind. 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  woul2 have. And just like t h e  h e l i -
copter  i n c i d e n t ,  i f  I ' d  heard t h a t ,  I wouldn ' t  have fo rgo t t en  
it. I remember t h e  day t h a t  Captain TRINKLE got  s h o t ,  and the 
day Captain SHELTON got  sho t .  
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a.  And you remember t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Captain TRINKLE 
went and picked up a VC t h a t  had a weapon and had t h e  conver-
s a t i o n  about t u r n i n g  it over t o  t h e  chopper p i l o t ?  

A. I don' t d i s t i n c t l y  remember eve ry th ing ,  bu t  I do 
remember t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  got  t h e  weapon, and Captain 
TRINKLE, i f  I ' m  no t  mistaken s e n t  it i n  by jeep o r  something. 
He made su re  t h e  man got t h e  weapon, because he s a i d ,  "He de-
serves  i t ,  s o  he g e t s  i t . "  

Q. Now do you remember EIKENBERRY? 

Q- What do you t h i n k  of EIKENBERRY? 

A. EIKENBERRY was one of the wors t  mistakes t h e  Army 
ever  made. 

Q. Why was t h a t ?  

A. Well, I mean, you want me t o  be under oa th  on my 
opinion of anybody. 

Q Yes. 

A. He was a good c lean  c u t  young man. To me he was 
what I c a l l  maybe a l i t t l e  hippy. He seemed he d i d n ' t  want 
t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and they f i n a l l y  gave him a s o f t  job 
i n  t h e  company. 

Q. You g o t  t h e  r i g h t  man? 

A.  EIKENBERRY, yes ,  s ir .  I ' v e  go t  t h e  r i g h t  guy. 

Q Tunnel r a t ?  

A. Oh, he wasn ' t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  long. He played tunne l  
r a t  what I thought was t o  b u i l d  up a r e p u t a t i o n ,  you know, and 
be b i g ,  then  they gave him a s o f t  job i n  t h e  company. I d o n ' t  
know i f  he had a job, but  he s t ayed  back a t  f i r e  base i n  Duc 
Pho, Bronco, f o r  6 o r  7 months. He kicked a l o t  over  t h e r e  
about,  I d o n ' t  know, anything he could r a i s e  t r o u b l e  about.  
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I don ' t  want t o  cause t h e  guy any t roub le .  H e  wasn ' t  any good 
t o  m e  as a s o l d i e r .  I was a s o l d i e r  then. I w a s  a platoon 
se rgean t ,  and I ' m  saying  as a s o l d i e r ,  h e  wasn ' t  a man. 

Q - H e  w a s  i n  t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. H e  wasn ' t  i n  my p la toon,  but  I knew him w e l l .  
He'd go t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  and he  'd w e a r  pegged p a n t s ,  you know, 
and he 'd  wear p i s t o l s  and it was a qame t o  him. It 's no game 
t o  a s o l d i e r  over  t h e r e .  

Q. Did Lieutenant  JONES s t a y  i n  the company or d i d  
he--

A. ( In terpos ing)  H e  went home and he g o t  discharged. 

Q. Did he i n f u s e  o u t ,  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  d id .  I 
th ink  he g o t  discharged. H e  did n o t  i n f u s e ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink .  

Q Lieutenant  WHITE infused? 

A.  Right ,  r i g h t .  I go t  a  Lieutenant  THOMPSON. Have 
you got  him on t h e  records?  Do you know of him? 

Q This w a s  af terwards.  

A.  He was t h e  l a s t  one--no, h e ' s  n o t  t h e  l a s t  one I 
had e i t h e r .  He d i d n ' t  l a s t  t o o  long. I mean, he d i d n ' t  ge t  
s h o t  o r  anything. 

Q Did Lieutenant  LUNDEEN ever  command a platoon? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  He had 3d Platoon i n  A Company f o r  a  
while  before  he got  infused .  I th ink  it was t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q He was an exec,  too? 

A .  Yes, s i r .  He was t h e  exec and weapons p la toon 
l eader .  

Q What about Lieutenant  COKER? 
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A. Lieutenant  COKER go t  pu l l ed  o u t .  What do you c a l l  
it? 

Q .. To t h e .  196th? 

A. H e  w a s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  ARVN's i n  Duc Pho. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  went t o  MACV. 

A. Yeah, MACV. 

Q Okay. L e t t s  d iscuss  some of your p r i o r  t r a i n i n g .  
You were w i t h  t h e  company f o r  a y e a r  before  it deployed? 

A. Yes, 1 3  months. 

Q A t  Schof ie ld .  Colonel BRANDT i s  t h e  one t h a t  i s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  

LTC BRANDT: I have one ques t ion  i n  regard  t o  t h e  opera t ion .  
Sometime during t h e  1 5 t h ,  a b r i e f i n g  of t h e  opera t ion  must 
have been made o r  given t o  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s .  Possibly it 
included more people than j u s t  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s .  The com-
pany commander must have go t t en  them toge the r .  Do you r e c a l l  
any b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you received p r i o r  t o  going i n t o  those  
blocking p o s i t i o n s  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r ?  Do you r e c a l l  any spe-
c i f i c s  as  f a r  a s  what type  of an opera t ion  t h i s  was descr ibed  
t o  be? Who would do what a s  f a r  a s  t h e  a c t i o n s  of e i t h e r  C 
Company, o r  B Company, o r  A Company? Do you have any recol -
l e c t i o n  of r ece iv ing  a b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well, you're asking about t h e  b locking  p o s i t i o n s .  
That , . s  t h e  one t h a t  I ' m  no t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h ,  s ir .  I ' l l  say t h a t  
I had a good company commander, and I know t h a t  we got  it. I 
know t h a t  we d i d ,  but  I cou ldn ' t  r e c a l l  it. I couldn 't t e l l  
you t h a t  simply because I don ' t  remember. 

, 
' Q. Now, l e t G s  go back t o  ~ a w a i is i n c e  you were with 

t h e  br igade  s i n c e  November 1 9  6 6 .  I th ink  probably you have 
more information o r  a t  l e a s t  a  genera l  impression of t h e  t r a i n -
ing of t h e  b r igade ,  more s o  than most people.  J o i n i n g  i n  1966, 
of course ,  you were t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  t r a i n i n g ,  through 
the  middle p a r t  of t h e  year .  They had i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of 
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t h e  year ,  t h e  use of  t h e  Jungle  Warfare Tra in ing  Center  
i n  Hawaii. Do you recall what type  of t r a i n i n g  w a s  conducted 
during t h a t  pe r iod  of t ime? Could you e x p l a i n  t o  m e  just 
about what you d i d  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  Jungle Warfare Tra in ing  
Center? . 

A.  W e l l ,  they had t h e  jungle  p l a n t s  you could eat, 
you know, and animals,  and what have you. And we had a river 
c ross ing  course.  And we had t r a i n i n g  on t h e  M-16 r i f l e ,  you 
know, it was a r e p e a t ,  but  it was good. And, I f e l t  l i k e  after 
w e  had completed t h a t  we were we l l  t r a i n e d .  

Q Well, I understand t h a t  you used t h a t  f a c i l i t y
during about ~ p r i l1967 f o r  about a weeks' time p e r  company 
as f a r  a s  t h a t  f a c i l i t y .  I'm t a l k i n g  about the Jungle Warfare 
Tra in ing  Center f a c i l i t y  now. But each company had it f o r  
approximatley a week, and you v i s i t e d  var ious  s t a t i o n s .  

A. Yes, s i r .  I f  I ' m  not  mistaken, t h a t ' s  t h e  way 
it was. 

Q .  Now, sometime during the middle of t h e  yea r ,  of 
course,  a f t e r  coming from t h a t  Jungle Warfare Tra in ing  Center, 
you were a l e r t e d  f o r  movement t o  Vietnam. 

A. Yes. 

Q. This was i n  Ju ly .  Now, j u s t  about t h a t  t ime i n  
J u l y ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  p repara t ion  requi red  f o r  an amphibious 
exe rc i se .  

A. Yes. 

Q Did you par take  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h a t ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  How much e f f o r t  was expended as f a r  a s  t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  was concerned? 

A .  You're speaking of Molokai? 

Q Yes, t h e  i s l a n d  of Molokai. 
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A. W e  l e f t  by b o a t .  

Right. 

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  on board t h e  s h i p  w e  conducted t r a i n -  
i n g  j u s t  l i k e  it would be  going t o  Vietnam. You know, every-
t h i n g  had i t s  p l a c e  on board ,  and your  weapons i n  good s t a t e .  
When w e  l anded ,  w e  had an o p e r a t i o n .  I t  w a s  a long  one-- 

Q e  
 ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  10 days,, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  It was. I t  was q u i t e  a few days ,  I 
know. 

Q- NOW, b e f o r e  you e v e r  g o t  on board  t h e  s h i p ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a p r e p a r a t i o n  pe r iod?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. How. long  d i d  you contemplate  on t h e  t r a i n i n g  a s  
f a r  as this amphibious o p e r a t i o n  w a s  concerned p r i o r  t o  i t s  
be ing  conducted? I t  went from 1 through 10 August,  t h e  a c t u a l  
o p e r a t i o n .  Did you apply much e f f o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  month of  
J u l y ?  

A. W e l l ,  we  had c l a s s e s  weeks b e f o r e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
amphibious t r a i n i n g  of  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s ,  and good t r a i n i n g .  
I ' d  say  i t  went 2 o r  3 weeks p r i o r ,  o r  maybe a month. W e  
were w e l l  p r epa red ,  I t h i n k .  

Q. W e l l ,  you say you concen t r a t ed  very h e a v i l y  i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  that t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  your  t r a i n -  
i ng  du r ing  t h e  month of J u l y  was p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  e x e r c i s e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I would say  s o .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
month of J u l y .  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  it w a s .  

Q. W e l l ,  August 1 through 10 w a s  t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  s o  
I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  prev ious  few weeks. 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I would say  t h a t  we d i d  have 
q u i t e  a  b i t  of t r a i n i n g  on t h i s .  

Q. And du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod  of t i m e  would you say t h a t  
t h e  main emphasis was on t h e  amphibious o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  you d i d  
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do some o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  a s  f a r  as t h e  Vietnam environment 
was concerned? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Would you e l a b o r a t e  on t h i s  now? 

A. W e l l ,  a l l  t h e  time we'd have c l a s s e s  on t h e  oper-
a t i o n ,  a n d  we 'd have c l a s s e s  on Vietnam usua l ly  given by vet-
erans  of Vietnam, people who knew what they  were t a l k i n g  about, 
When I f i r s t  go t  over  t h e r e ,  we knew we were going t o  Vietnam 
as  a br igade ,  bu t  it wasn ' t  o f f i c i a l ,  you know. You've been 
i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  a  long t ime,  and you can t e l l  what 's  coming 
o f f .  And o l d e r  people than me s a y ,  "Well, we ' re going, " and 
s o  I be l i eved  it too .  But, we had t r a i n i n g  on Vietnam and 
t h e  opera t ion .  I would say t h a t  t h e  l l t h  Brigade i n  Hawaii 
had one of t h e  b e s t  t r a i n i n g  programs t h a t  I have e v e r  exper-
ienced while  I was i n  t h e  Army. I t  was a s e r i o u s  br igade  and 
a proud b r igade ,  and it i s  today, I know. But i n  Hawaii, com-
mand r e v e i l l e  was something e l s e .  To us it meant a l o t ,  be-
cause we were t h e  l l t h  Brigade, and everybody f e l t  t h a t  way. 

Q Now d i d  you experience r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  
much personnel  turbulance i n  your p la toon,  f o r  example? Did 
you l o s e  a l o t  of men? Were t h e r e  a l o t  of men t h a t  were non-
deployable a t  t h i s  time t h a t  were i d e n t i f i e d ?  Did you receive 
f i l l e r  personnel s o r t  of l a t e  i n  t h e  ballgame? 

A. Well, I l o s t  some, and I received some, b u t  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who o r  how many. I mean, it wasn ' t  many, b u t  
some people w e r e n b t  e l e g i b l e  t o  go. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Was it s e r i o u s  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  competency of  
t h e  platoon was concerned? 

A. You mean losing--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  Yes, t h e  men t h a t  you 10st ?  Did t h i s  
r e a l l y  h u r t  t h e  platoon t o  any r e a l l y  g r e a t  degree? 

A .  Well, my p la toon,  no. I f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, I had 
38 people when I got  on t h a t  boat  and when I landed i n  Vietnam* 
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LTC BRANDT: T h a t ' s  when you landed,  bu t  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  those  
3 8 ,  l e t ' s  say i n  t h e  month of August, , d id  you have very many 
replacements coming i n ,  people moving o u t  t h a t  were nondeploy-
able? 

A. Well, I wouldn't  say I had very many, b u t  I had 
some, but  n o t  enough t o  r e a l l y  make a d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q I understand you got M-16 ' s  during t h a t  a rea  of 
t i m e .  When d i d  you rece ive  those ,  how long be fo re  deployment 
would you say? Was it a s h o r t  time o r  d i d  you have them when 
you s t a r t e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  August, t h e  r e a l l y  concerted e f f o r t  
on t r a i n i n g ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  have them over  a couple of months, you
know, t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l .  But we had adequate t r a i n i n g  on 
them. We had some r e a l  good t r a i n i n g  on them. I gave c l a s s e s  
on it myself a f t e r  I g o t  acquainted with t h e  weapon. 

Q Did you go t o  t h e  range and g e t  some q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  going on board t h a t  sh ip?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  we d id .  

Q- How about some of t h e  mandatory t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you 
have experienced i n  t h e  p a s t ,  such th ings  as t h e  Code of Con-
duc t ,  Geneva Convention, th ings  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. We had a l l  of t h a t .  

Q Who i s  t h a t  done by? Was t h a t  p u t  on by t h e  com-
pany o f f i c e r s ?  Were they respons ib le  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n ?  Did 
you do t h i s  a t  a platoon l e v e l ?  

A. No, s i r .  It w a s  company l e v e l .  

Q Company l e v e l ?  

A.  Yes, sir. E i t h e r  by a p la toon l e a d e r .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Did t h e  S5 come i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. I can remember. The S5 is--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Captain KESHEL . H e '  s t h e  c i v i l  
a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r .  

A. W e l l ,  I can remember t h a t  br igade  inspec ted  our  
c l a s s e s ,  you know. 

Q. I ' m  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of  g iv ing  some of t h i s  in-
s t r u c t i o n .  

A. No .  I ' d  r a t h e r  say ,  I d o n ' t  recall; I d o n ' t  know. 

LTC Bl?.At?DT : Would you happen t o  r e c a l l  i f  any classes w e r e  
given on something such as  r u l e s  of  engagement f o r  Vietnam 
now, s p e c i f i c a l l y  geared f o r  Vietnam? The r u l e s  of engage-
ment, when you could p lace  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  as an example, i n  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. When we f i r s t  got  i n  Vietnam, it was 
"you d o n ' t  f i r e  a t  anybody unless  they f i r e  a t  you." W e l l ,  
a f t e r  a whi l e ,  when we go t  our  rear end kicked a few t i m e s ,  
they kind of went l e n i e n t  on t h a t .  A r t i l l e r y ,  we've had 
c l a s s e s  on a r t i l l e r y .  We were up t o  d a t e  on it. 

Q When d i d  you g e t  t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  you 
a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A.  No, sir.  We had c l a s s e s  i n  H a w a i i .  

Q I n  Hawaii? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  a l o t  of them, too ,  on a r t i l l e r y .  They 
e labora ted  on t h e  adjustment of a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  i n  c a l l i n g  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  b e c a ~ s ei t ' s  s imple,  b u t  i t ' s  complicated. 
And t h e  lowest  ranking man i n  t h e  company i n  a classroom with 
a map was made t o  a d j u s t  some f i r e ,  c a l l  some f i r e ,  by coor-
d i n a t e s .  And I thought t h a t  was good t r a i n i n g .  But we d i d  
have a good t r a i n i n g  program, l i k e  I say. 

Q Now, when you got i n  country,  I understand t h a t  
you had some a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  I n  o t h e r  words, you had 
deployed e a r l i e r  than  ~t was m i t i a l l y  planned, and irnrned-
i a t e l y  upon a r r i v a l ,  you d id  have some t r a i n i n g  i n  country.  

A .  Right ,  we d id .  
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a.  I guess  it w a s  sponsored by t h e  3d Br igade ,  4 th  
~ i v i s i o n .  Now, what do you recall  about t h i s  t r a i n i n g  pro-
gram? What d i d  they  cover  on t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  our  f i r s t  f i r e  base  w a s  Carantan.  We had 
h e l i c o p t e r  t r a i n i n g  from combat a s s a u l t s  t o  gunships  and 
what have you. W e  had a whole day of  t h a t ,  maybe more, you 
know. We had a l o t  of t r a i n i n g  ove r  t h e r e .  We had more a r -
t i l l e r y  ad jus tment  t r a i n i n g ,  c a l l i n g  i n  a r t i l l e r y ,  and q u i t e  
a few o t h e r  t h i n g s .  And on t h e  M-16 r i f l e ,  w e  had more t r a i n -
ing  on t h a t .  W e l l ,  t hey  were j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  us ready.  

Q Would you say  b a s i c a l l y  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  w a s  geared  
t o  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  The M-16, o f  c o u r s e ,  c a r e  and c l e a n i n g  
because t h i s  was q u i t e  a problem a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime .  

A. R igh t .  

Q But ,  it w a s  concen t r a t ed  on o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s ,
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  pe r iod
of t ime t h a t  you might have r e c e i v e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  procedures  
f o r  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Now, I c a n ' t  be s p e c i f i c  about  i t ,  b u t  
w e  had t h a t  i n  H a w a i i .  W e  might have had it when w e  g o t  ove r  
t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  was emphasized. 

Q Now, i n  Hawaii you had it, and it covered some 
f i v e  S ' s  o r  something l i k e  t h i s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I want t o  have you t h i n k  on t h i s  now. Do you r e c a l l  
any of your  people  going t o  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  same s u b j e c t  once 
they  were i n  count ry?  

A .  I t ' s  very p o s s i b l e .  

During t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  f o r  example? 
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A. Poss ib ly ,  yes ,  sir, because w e  had a l o t  of t r a i n -
ing  i n  a short--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Did you go every p lace  t h a t  your
platoon went? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - So i n  o t h e r  words, it would be something t h a t  you
would have experienced? 

A. Right. 

Q. You c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  say t h a t ' s  what you had i n  
country b u t  it could be poss ib le .  

A. W e l l ,  I could say t h a t  we  had a l o t  o f  t r a i n i n g  
on var ious  s u b j e c t s  and t h a t  could very w e l l  be one of them. 

Q .  How about either back i n  Hawaii o r  i n  country,  d f d  
anyone come down ever  and t a l k  t o  you about what c o n s t i t u t e d  
a lawful  o r d e r  as f a r  a s  t h e  Army was concerned? I n  o t h e r  
words, what a lawful  o rde r  e n t a i l e d ?  Did anyone exp la in  t h a t ,  
as an example, i f  an o f f i c e r  would come up t o  one o f  your men 
and say ,  "Shoot t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  over  the re !  " And t h e  i n d i v i -
dual  would was s tanding  unarmed and had been captured ,  t h a t  
t h a t  would n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a lawful  o rde r .  Do you r e c a l l  any 
i n s t r u c t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ?  Now, t h i s  I want you t o  th ink  very 
c a r e f u l l y  on,  because i t ' s  a ques t ion  t h a t  normally would be 
asked i n  many p laces .  

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you ever  r e c a l l  anybody exp la in ing
t h i s  t o  you i n  your 6 years?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I d e f i n i t e l y  do. I mean, I c o u l d n ' t  
say who, bu t  I 've had c l a s s e s  on t h a t .  But i n  Hawaii, I couldn ' t  
r e c a l l .  I cou ldn ' t  say t h a t  they d id  o r  they d i d n ' t ,  bu t  I 
don t remember. 

Q How about any c l a s s  on repor t ing  a war crime? 

A.  No, s i r .  I never had a c l a s s  on t h a t ,  n o t  t h a t  I 
can r e c a l l .  
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a - You have never i n  your m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ?  

A. O h ,  w e l l ,  maybe i n  my e n t i r e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  

Q- Okay. L e t ' s  s o r t  of condense it down t o  t h e  time 
t h a t  you were wi th  t h e  11th  Brigade i n  Hawaii o r  during t h e  
o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  country? 

A.  Now, what ts  your ques t ion  again? 

Q- Reporting an a t r o c i t y ,  i n  o t h e r  words, a w a r  crime. 

A .  Now, I could have very we l l  had a c l a s s  on it over  
the re .  

Q e  But it doesn ' t  s t and  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. It d o e s n ' t  s tand  o u t  i n  my mind, no. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Well, we want t o  thank you very much f o r  corn-
ing i n .  A s  you say you ' re  l i a b l e  t o  remember something. I ' d  
ask you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us. We' l l  s t i l l  be here  i n  s e s s i o n  
f o r  another  3 weeks, o r  4 weeks, o r  so .  And i f  it does ,  some-
th ing  t h a t  you may t h i n k  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i f  i t ' s  something 
t h a t  we've t a l k e d  t o  you about ,  Major COOP w i l l  l e t y o u  know 
how t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  us.  We'd a p p r e c i a t e  a te lephone c a l l .  
I f  youtve got  any p i c t u r e s  o r  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  about t h i s  
opera t ion  t h a t  you can i d e n t i f y  a s  p a r t  of t h i s  opera t ion ,  I 
su re  would apprec ia te  it. We'd g e t  them r i g h t  back t o  you 
a f t e r  we copy them. 

A. I d i d n ' t  t ake  any camera wi th  me over  t h e r e .  
J u s t  ammunition and C-rations.  

Q. We'd l i k e  t o  remind you again t h a t  we reques t  
you no t  t o  t a l k  t o  anyone e l s e .  We apprec ia te  everyth ing  
t h a t  youCve done. You've been more of a h e l p  than  you r e a l l y  
r e a l i z e .  

A .  Well, I d o n ' t  want t o  h u r t  anybody, bu t  i f  I could 
ever  he lp  anybody, I'm w i l l i n g .  But I d i d n ' t  s e e  any u n j u s t  
over t h e r e .  

Q. I say again ,  I apprec ia te  your coming i n .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir, you're welcome. 

Q- The hearing w i l l  recess. 

1970.) 
(The hearing recessed at 1405 hours, 19 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: LUNDEEN, Randa l l  R. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P l a t o o n  Leade r ,  
Weapons P l a t o o n  and ~ x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  A/3/1. 

1. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

LUNDEEN was e i t h e r  a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  o r  Chu L a i  on t h e  1 6 t h  
(pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  Task Force  
B a r k e r ' s  s u c c e s s  on t h e  1 6  March o p e r a t i o n  e i t h e r  on t h e  1 6 t h  
or a t  LZ D o t t i e  on the 1 7 t h  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  On t h e  1 7 t h  he  
was a t  LZ D o t t i e  where h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  two men of  A Company 
had been k i l l e d  i n  a s a p p e r  a t t a c k  (pgs .  7 ,  9 ) .  On t h e  
morning of  t h e  1 8 t h  LUNDEEN and t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  f l e w  t o  
t h e  a r e a  t o  e v a c u a t e  t h e  b o d i e s  (pg.  9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  re-
member L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER, Colonel  HENDERSON, and 
L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  LUPER be ing  t h e r e  when h e  a r r i v e d  
(pg. 10) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  have a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  speak  
w i t h  Cap ta in  RIGGS a t  t h i s  t i m e  (pg.  11). LUNDEEN f l e w  o u t  
t o  t h e  company's p o s i t i o n ' o n  t h e  beach on t h e  19 t h  and was 
accompanied by Major CALHOUN (pg. 15) . RIGGS was w o r r i e d  
abou t  something which he d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  CALHOUN, b u t  LUNDEEN 
d i d  n o t  know what i t  was (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  
a b o u t  RIGGS b e i n g  chewed o u t  by a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  (pg.  1 6 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  know of a VC be ing  c o r n e r e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  and 
k i l l e d  by a member o f  A Company, t h u s ,  c a u s i n g  an  argument 
between RIGGS and a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  (pgs .  9 ,  2 0 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  t h i n k  such  a t h i n g  cou ld  have o c c u r r e d  i n  A Company 
(pg.  2 0 ) .  
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2.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. Reac t ion  t o  t h e  inc iden t .  

LUNDEEN has  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
w i t h  anyone s i n c e  it became a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  w a s  shocked t o  h e a r  about  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  
r e s u l t i n g  from t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  5, 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  such an  i n c i d e n t  could have happened i n  A Company 
(pg. 6) 

b .  Capture  of a VC w i t h  a ca rb ine .  

LUNDEEN r e c a l l e d  an  i n c i d e n t  where some s n i p e r  rounds 
were f i r e d  a t  h e l i c o p t e r s  and Capta in  TRINKLE, who w a s  t hen  
company commander, p u l l e d  a VC wi th  a c a r b i n e  o u t  of  a w e l l  
(pg. 1 7 ) .  The h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  wanted t h e  weapon (pg.  1 7 ) .  
While t h e r e  was some d i s c u s s i o n  between TRINKLE and t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  about  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was no argument (pg. 1 8 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1045 hour s ,  16 February 
1970.) 


COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r fng  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  is  Capta in  Randal l  R. LUNDEEN. 

(CPT LUNDEEN w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  : )  

RCDR: W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Captain  Randal l  R. LUNDEEN , , U.S. 

Army, c u r r e n t  s t a t i o n  i s  United S t a t e s  Army S tuden t  Detachment, 

F o r t  She r idan ,  I l l i n o i s .  


COL ARMSTRONG: Captain  LUNDEEN, I ' m  Colonel  ARMSTRONG and am 
des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  assist Gen-
eral  PEERS i n  making t h i s  i n q u i r y .  You shpuld  know t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  t a k i n g  tes t imony from wi tnes ses .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  are c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y s  t h a t  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h i s .  General  PEERS, however, i s  t h e  on ly  one r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  d i g e s t i n g  a l l  t h e  tes t imony and t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  w r i t i n g  
up t h e  r e p o r t ,  coming up w i t h  t h e  conc lus ion  and recommendations. 

I would l i k e  t o  remind you t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  t o  d i s -  
cus s  t h i s  t es t imony t h a t  goes on i n  t h i s  room w i t h  anyone and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  anyone who might appear  as a w i t n e s s .  However, 
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  bod ie s  making i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  There  
a r e  C I D  people  and t h e r e  a r e  j u d i c i a l  people .  Admin i s t r a t i ve  
bodies  l i k e  t h i s  may very  w e l l  make i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  you 
may be  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  d o n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  
you would b e ,  b u t  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  T h e r e ' s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee t h a t ' s  a l s o  
doing t h i s .  Your appear ing  b e f o r e  us w i l l  n o t  i n  any way 
change anyth ing  t h a t  t hey  might ask you and you are p e r f e c t l y  
f r e e  t o  go ahead and d i s c u s s  it w i t h  them. 

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  conduct  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
by a s k i n g  you a  f e w  q u e s t i o n s  f i r s t  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  and t h e n  
going o f f  t h e  r e c o r d  and i n  a ve ry  in fo rma l  manner b r i e f i n g  
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you a s  to  t h e  opera t ion  i n  t h e  t ime frame i n  which it took 
p lace ,  I want t o  try t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, t o  t r y  t o  g e t  
you back t h e r e  where you understand, t o  g e t  your mind think-
i n g  i n  t h i s '  d i r e c t i o n ,  because t h i s  is  a change and exchange 
o f  information. You ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  technique t h a t  I use i s  
t o  t r y  t o  j a r  your memory, recognizing i t ' s  been 2 yea r s  s i n c e  
you w e r e  t he re .  The technique t h a t  w e  use is  t o  feed you a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of  information a t  a time. W e  t a l k e d  t o  over  350 
people and we can j u s t  about t r a c e  everyth ing  t h a t  every man 
d i d  i n  each one of  t h e  t h r e e  companies. You may n o t  even 
r e a l i z e  t h e  pe r t inence  of  t h e  information t h a t  you do have, 
s o  r e a l l y  i t ' s  an a t tempt  t o  focus your a t t e n t i o n  and your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  back t o  those  p a r t i c u l a r  days and try t o  g e t  t h e  
d e t a i l s  o u t  of you. Would you expla in ,  p l e a s e ,  how long you 
were wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade and t h e  d a t e s  and s e r v i c e  t h a t  you 
were wi th  them? 

A. I joined t h e  11th  Brigade i n  Hawaii. I b e l i e v e  
t h e  d a t e  was 4 August 1966, and I went t o  Vietnam wi th  t h e  
l l t h  Brigade, and I w a s  in fused  i n t o  t h e  196th Brigade. I ' m  
a l i t t l e  fuzzy on t h e  d a t e s  e x a c t l y  when it w a s .  I t  w a s  some-
where around March. 

Q. I n  1968? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What were your duty assignments i n  t h e  11 th  B r i -
gade? 

Well, I was platoon l e a d e r ,  weapons p la toon,  andA. 
a l s o  execut ive  o f f i c e r  most of  t h e  time. 

Q. Of what? 

A. Of A/3/1 In fan t ry .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  focus your a t t e n t i o n  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
per iod  of February and March, while  Company A was with Task 
Force Barker. 

A.  Yes, sir. 
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a Q. S p e l l  o u t  by d a t e ,  a s  c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  by d a t e ,  
when you were platoon l e a d e r ,  when you were weapons platoon 
l eader ,  when you were an execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  because I know 
t h a t  you were a l l  t h r e e  i n  t h i s  pe r iod  of t ime.  

A .  Yes, s i r .  I was. I funct ioned b a s i c a l l y  a s  t h e  
execut ive o f f i c e r  when it came t o  pay o r  anything o f  t h i s  
na ture .  Then a t  in f requen t  i n t e r v a l s  I ' d  t a k e  over  a  r i f l e  
platoon and go t o  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  them. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
by d a t e  j u s t  what days. 

Q I understand you even took over t h e  company f o r  a 
few days. 

A. A couple of  t imes ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  . One t i m e  I took it over  was when 
Captain TRINKLE was wounded. 

Q. 2 3  February. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I had it f o r  2 o r  3 days and they  s e n t  
a replacement. Then l a t e r  on,  i n  f a c t ,  about a week l a t e r  he  
was sho t .  And then  I took it over again .  

Q- For another  what? 2 o r  3 days? 

A 07. Yes, sir. 

Q- Then Captain R I G G S  came i n ?  

A. Captain R I G G S  came i n  and took it over ,  and 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  I was in fused  i n t o  t h e  196th.  

Q. How long  was t h a t ?  

A. Poss ib ly  2 t o  3 weeks. 

Q. Were you s t i l l  with t h e  company when t h e  company 
went back t o  Duc Pho? 

No, s i r .  I was no t .  
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Q. Do you have any idea  what t h e  d a t e  w a s  t h a t  they 

went back t o  Duc Pho? 


A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir. I ' d  say sometime around 1 Apr i l .  
I r e a l l y  k ind  o f  l o s t  t r a c k  o f  them once I g o t  wi th  t h e  196th.  

Q. Was Lieutenant  WHITE wi th  t h e  company when you 

departed? 


A. No, sir. Lieutenant  WHITE and I w e r e  infused  t h e  

same d a t e ,  because a s  I remember, w e  both took t h e  same jeep  

t o  Chu La i ,  and I went t o  t h e  196th and he went t o  t h e  198th.  


Q. You l e f t  about t h e  21s t?  

,A .  1n th.e morning t h e  same day I d id .  Yes, sir. 

Q. When t h i s  opera t ion  took p lace  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  actu-
a l l y  t h e  company s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  involved i n  it on t h e  15 th .  
That somewhat r i n g  a b e l l ?  Because you were wi th  t h e  company 
a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes, sir. I d o n ' t  remember i n  what capac i ty .  1 5  
March, I b e l i e v e  Captain RIGGS had t h e  company then.  Then I 
was a c t i n g  a s  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  and I know we were on LZ Up-
t i g h t ,  and t h a t ' s  when Captain RIGGS came and took t h e  company 
back from me. Ther, they  were opera t ing  in t h a t  a r e a  between 
D o t t i e  and Uptight  dur ing  t h i s  per iod  of t i m e ,  from then u n t i l  
t h e  t i m e  I l e f t .  

Q. Okay, now l e t ' s  s h i f t  t h e  time frame wi th  your 

th ink ing  i 'n to  t h i s  p a s t  f a l l  i n  September-October. 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When t h e  news media broke t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  My La i  
i n c i d e n t ,  s i n c e  t h a t  time have you t a lked  t o  anyone of t h e  o l d  
u n i t  o r  o l d  a s s o c i a t e s  o r  any of t h e  America1 Divis ion people 
about t h i s ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone about it. No, 

sir. I have been a t  F i f t h  Army headquarters  s i n c e  September, 

and I know of no one from t h e  America1 Divis ion t h a t ' s  going 

t o  school  t h e r e .  
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Q- What was your r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  it took me a long t i m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  
was a c t u a l l y  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  I had been i n ,  and i n  f a c t ,  it had 
been o u t  f o r  q u i t e  some t i m e  u n t i l  I suddenly r e a l i z e d ,  when 
they  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about P i n k v i l l e  t h a t  I had a c t u a l l y  been 
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Of course ,  when Captain MEDINA's name came up 
I knew him and I was shocked. I remembered t h e  a r e a  q u i t e  
we l l .  I remembered be ing  t h e r e  q u i t e  w e l l ,  and I guess 
shocked is  probably t h e  b e s t  word. 

Q- Were you o u t  on e i t h e r  one of t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  
Captain TRINKLE o r  Captain SHELTON go t  wounded on? 

A. I was on t h e  one wi th  Captain TRINKLE. Yes, s ir .  

Q So you know t h e  a r e a  w e l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. There w e r e  t h ree '  ope ra t ions  by Task Force Barker 
i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  one about 3 February,  one about 2 3  
February,  and one about 16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you w e r e  o u t  on t h e  23d one? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were you o u t  on t h e  3 February ope ra t ion?  

A. No, sir. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I was execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  

Why w e r e  you shocked when t h i s  h i t  t h e  news? 

A. Well, of course ,  t h e  way t h e  news media covered 
it, t e l l i n g  about  a massacre and wi th  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  I ' d  never 
seen anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  A s  f a r  a s  women and c h i l d r e n  a r e  
concerned, r e g a r d l e s s  about  what anybody wants t o  say about 
them, I can s e e  no sense  i n  shoo t ing  them. Maybe i n  some 

(LUNDEEN) 5 APP T-375 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n s t ances  t h e s e  k i d s  have p u l l e d  some th ings  on t h e s e  G I ' s  
t h a t  shou ldn ' t  be. But t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  c h i l d r e n ,  and I sup-
pose I could probably convince my c h i l d  t o  do something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  - too ,  i f  I convinced him t h a t  somebody was out 
t o  g e t  me. But t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  ch i ld ren  and t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  
women, t o  m e  anyway. 

Q. You probably have personal  opinions about t h i s ,  
b u t  d i d  it s u r p r i s e  you a t  a l l  t h a t  t h i s  kind of  an opera-
t i o n  went on? You were t h e r e ;  you know t h e  men; you know 
t h e  frame of-mind t h e  men were i n ;  you were i n  Task Force 
Barker. 

A.  Yes, sir. It s t i l l  shocked me. Now, i f  it had 
been any number of NVA o r  VC k i l l e d ,  then  i t  wouldn't  have 
shocked me i n  t h e  l e a s t ,  b u t  n o t  women and ch i ld ren .  

Q. O r  noncombatants? 

A. O r  noncombatants. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you d o n ' t  t h ink  t h i s  was p o s s i b l e ,  
t h a t  t h i s  could have happened i n  A Company? 

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

(COL ARMSTRONG then b r i e f s  CPT LUNDEEN on MAP M-5.) 

Q Captain LUNDEEN, I ' v e  b r i e f e d  you on t h e  b a s i c  
opera t ions  of Task Force Barker, t h e  companies i n  Task Force 
Barker during t h e  pe r iod  of 15 through 17 March. Would you 
expla in  what you remember i n  t h i s  time frame, 'what  you per-
sona l ly  know, what you remember, and where you were l o c a t e d  
dur ing  t h e  opera t ions?  

A. Yes, sir.  For p a r t  of it I was back a t  t h e  base 
camp a t  Chu La i ,  I was i n  supply.  However, I went back and 
f o r t h  between Chu Lai  and D o t t i e ,  and on t h e  n igh t  t h a t  you 
descr ibed ,  a s  t h e  company rece iv ing  a sapper at tack--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That was t h e  17th.  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I was on LZ D o t t i e ,  and t h e  word came 
i n  that w e  had had some men wounded; and I went up t o  t h e  TOC. 
While l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  r a d i o  transmissions--and a t  f i r s t  they  
thought t h a t  it was some mortars and l a t e r  on decided t h a t  it 
had been a sapper attack--they t a l k e d  about moving, and I 
c a n ' t  remember whether they  moved p o s i t i o n s  o r  whether they  
s tayed wi th  them a t  t h e  time it happened. 

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  focus your mind back t o  t h e  16 th ,  t h e  
day be fo re  t h i s .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Where do you r e c a l l  be ing  loca ted?  What was your 
physical  loca t ion?  Anything t h a t  you can remember about t h a t  
day. 

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I was i n  one of t h e  two 
p laces ,  e i t h e r  i n  Chu Lai  o r  on Dot t i e .  

Q. Now, t h i s  opera t ion  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  was 
highly success fu l  on t h e  16th.  Do you r e c a l l  anywhere nea r  
t h e  number of c a s u a l t i e s  o r  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  they i n f l i c t e d  on 
t h e  enemy? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. L e t  m e  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. This  was t h e  
b igges t  success  of t h e  11 th  Brigade up t o  t h a t  t ime. 

A. No, sir. I ' m  s u r e  I heard it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
what it w a s .  

Q- I t  w a s  128 VC KIA, 3 weapons captured;  does t h a t  
j a r  your memory? 

A. NO, s ir .  I t  doesn ' t .  

Q. Well, we know t h a t  you w e r e  back a t  D o t t i e  on 
t h e  17th.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  
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Q. You must have a r r i v e d  t h e r e  a t  t h e  1 7 t h  a t  least ,  
sometime dur ing  t h e  day, i f  you were n o t  t h e r e  on t h e  16 th?  

A. - Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. There must have been a l l  kinds o f  t a l k  going on 
i n  t h e  TOC and t h e  LZ about what t h i s  t a sk  f o r c e  d id .  Wha.t 
t h e  company did.  How success fu l  they had been. You have 
problems, because you had a m a n  who had been k i l l e d  t h e  day 
be fo re  and two wounded. A s  t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  you had 
problems. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Sergeant  BRACY w a s  back the re .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You remember anything about any comments he  might
have made? 

A. No, sir. I s u r e  don ' t .  

Q =  You had nothing t h a t  focused your a t t e n t i o n  on 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  ope ra t ion  t h a t  Barker had 
go t t en  themselves involved i n ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I d i d ,  s i r ,  a t  t h e  time. However, I 
d o n ' t  even remember t a l k i n g  a b o u t - i t .  .Id o n ' t  remember d i s -
cuss ing  it. 

Q LZ Dot t i e  should j u s t  have been buzzing with t h e  
g r e a t  success  of t h e  previous day of Char l i e  Company. 

A. It  very poss ib ly  was. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  anybody t a l k e d  
about? 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q. How wel l  do you know Captain MEDINA? 
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A. Not very w e l l  a t  a l l .  I m e t  him a couple  of 
times, o r  a t  l e a s t  had seen  him a  couple  times a t  p a r t i e s  
back i n  Hawaii. Then I had t a l k e d  t o  him on LZ D o t t i e  when 
h i s  company came i n ,  and o f  cou r se ,  w e  k e p t  a secondary CP 
where t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  s t a y e d ,  and I w a s  t h e r e  when I 
w a s n ' t  a t  Chu La i .  When I w a s  a c t i n g  XO and h i s  company came 
i n  one day, t h e  same day t h a t  my company had l e f t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  e a r l i e r ,  and t h e y  s t a y e d  on D o t t i e ,  and I t a l k e d  t o  him 
f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le .  W e  l e t  him borrow o u r  A u s t r a l i a n  
showers, and t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  about  t h e  on ly  c o n t a c t  I ' v e  had 
wi th  him. 

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  1 7 t h  and t h a t  a t t a c k  
a t  n i g h t .  You ' re  s i t t i n g  back a t  t h e  CP a t  D o t t i e  and i n  t h e  
TOC, and your  company commander r e p o r t s  t o  your  b a t t a l i o n  
t h a t  h e  has  had two men k i l l e d  and f i v e  men wounded, and t h e y  
g o t  a d u s t o f f  i n  t h e r e  t o  g e t  t h e  f i v e  men o u t .  Do you re-
c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  A s  I recall  it, we d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  
wounded o u t  o r  t h e  K I A ' s  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  morning. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  K I A ' s  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  
morning. 

A. That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  any th ing  about  t h e  evacua t ion  
of t h e  KIA's? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and I went o u t  t h e  
nex t  morning, once Colonel  BARKER g o t  through w i t h  h i s  Cha r l i e -  
C h a r l i e ,  and w e  took it i n .  

8- Was Colonel BARKER wi th  you? 

A. No, sir.  H e  wasn ' t .  I c a n ' t  recal l  f o r  s u r e  now. 
He may w e l l  have been and s t a y e d  behind when t h e  f i r s t  s e r -  
gean t  and I took  t h e  bodies  on i n t o  Chu L a i ,  t o  t h e  graves  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  people .  
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Q. When you g o t  o u t  t h e r e ,  do you recall another  
chopper be ing  o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  might have been, b u t  I c a n ' t  
say f o r  sure .  

Q .  When you g o t  down on t h e  ground t o  g e t  those  two 
bodies  o u t ,  w a s  Colonel HENDERSON around by any chance? Do 
you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Don't r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON. 
Do you remember Colonel LUPER? Do you remember him? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  h e ' s  an a r t i l l e r y  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  
Could you have seen him o u t  t h e r e ,  do you th ink?  

A. Not t h a t  I recall, sir. 

Q Okay, what'd you do wi th  t h e  bodies? 

A. Took them t o  Chu L a i  t o  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Q And you had Colonel BARKER'S C&C s h i p  f o r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was h i s  C&C sh ip .  

Q . Do you r e c a l l  any of  t h e  p lans  t h e  company had 
f o r  t h a t  day? 

A, No, sir.  I don ' t .  

Q *  They t e l l  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I g o t  i n  on them. 

Q Captain R I G G S  d i d n ' t  b r i e f  you a s  t o  what he 
planned t o  do f o r  t h e  day, where h e ' s  going t o  spend t h e  
n igh t?  
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I even had a chance t o  t a l k  t o  
cap ta in  RIGGS. Now, I ' m  s u r e  I knew where they were going 
t o  spend t h e  n i g h t ,  because I had t o  g e t  t h e  resupply t o  them. 
Whether I go t  it from Captain RIGGS, I d o n ' t  remember. I 
probably go t  it from Major CALHOUN o r  somebody i n  b a t t a l i o n .  

Q- You mean t o  t e l l  me t h a t  you were t h e  company 
execut ive o f f i c e r ,  and you went o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  ground, and 
you don ' t  g e t  t o  s e e  t h e  company commander very o f t e n ?  He 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  you what t h e  company was going t o  do? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  'sir. 

Q- Did h e  normally t e l l  you what t h e  company was 
going t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- The f i r s t  s e rgean t  was t h e r e ,  and he  could load 
up a l l  t h e  bodies  and a l l  of  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  s e e  t h a t  
t h a t  was taken c a r e  o f .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- What would you do under those  circumstances? 

A . Normally I should have t a l k e d  t o  Captain RIGGS, 
but  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I t a l k e d  t o  him o r  n o t  t h a t  day. 

Q *  , Would you r e c a l l  i f  you d i d n ' t ,  i f  t h e r e  was some 
p a r t i c u l a r  reason why you didn ' t ?  

A. Probably, yes ,  sir. 

Q Such a s  i f  he  was i n  conference wi th  Colonel 
BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. W e l l ,  I 'm s u r e  I wouldn't  i f  he had been. 

Q. You'd have t a l k e d  t o  WHITE, then? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. But you'd have t a l k e d  t o  one of t h e  company 
o f f i c e r s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. * Do you remember who t h e  o t h e r  p la toon l e a d e r  may 
have been, t h e  2d Platoon l eader?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I know who t h e  2d Platoon l e a d e r  is ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  l a s t  name. 

Q - Right a t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  was a new man. H e  'd been 
infused?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. L ieutenant  WHITE c o u l d n ' t  remember h i s  name, 
e i t h e r .  Where w a s  L ieutenant  COKER a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  do you 
know? 

A, This  i s  who I w a s  t h ink ing  o f  as t h e  2d Platoon 
leader .  

Q - Was he  wounded about t h e  same t i m e  Captain TRINKLE 
was? 

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  him being wounded. H e  
was infused  l a t e r ,  a s  I understand, t o  an ARVN u n i t .  

Q. L a t e r  o r  e a r l i e r ?  

A. No, sir. L a t e r ,  because he was t h e r e  when I l e f t .  

Q. He was t h e r e  when you l e f t ?  What was he doing, 
ope ra t ing  wi th  your platoon? 

A. Yes, sir.  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of any reason why he 
wouldn't  have been o u t  t h e r e .  

cl He was n o t  on t h e  ground during t h e  sapper a t t a c k ?  

A. Pardon me, s i r ?  
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' 	 Q. He was no t  t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  sapper a t t a c k ,  because 
t h e  2d Platoon was up over  i n  another  loca t ion?  Apparently 
COKER was wi th  t h a t .  What do you th ink?  

A. Yesl sir. 


Q- The only two o f f i c e r s  with t h e  company, wi th  t h e  

o t h e r  two p la toons  a t  company headquar ters  apparen t ly ,  were 
Captain RIGGS and Lieutenant  WHITE. Does t h a t  sound reason-
able?  Lieutenant  WHITE commanding t h e  3d Pla toon,  and t h e  
1st Platoon wi thout  a  platoon l e a d e r ?  

A. No, sir.  W e  go t  Lieutenant  JONES. He came t o  
us from t h e  recon platoon when our  3d Platoon l e a d e r  was 
wounded sometime previous t o  t h i s ,  and of course ,  we l o s t  
him. And s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  we got  Lieutenant  JONES from 
t h e  recon p la toon.  Now, he  took over  t h e  1st Platoon and-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  And WHITE took over  t h e  3d? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Okay, s o  you t h i n k  JONES was o u t  t h e r e ,  too?  

A. Y e s ,  sir .  I ' m  s u r e  he  wasn ' t  back t h e r e . w i t h  us.  

Q. You know what h i s  f i r s t  name was? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  Marshall .  

Q. And h e ' d  come from t h e  recon platoon? 


A, O f  our  b a t t a l i o n .  


Q. O f  your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yesl sir.  

Q. Of t h e  1st I n f a n t r y ?  

A, Yes, sir.  This  may be t h e  reason why Lieutenant  
WHITE thought  he  was infused .  
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Q. Now, t o  r e f r e s h  your memory again  and t r y  t o  g e t  
your mind back. You've taken  t h e  bodies  up and you come back, 
You g o t  t o  g e t  t h e  supply out .  D i d  you always e s c o r t  t h e  
supply ou t?  

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t .  A good p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e  I 
did.  It j u s t  depended, We w e r e  running s o  much supply from 
t h i s  one p o i n t  i n  Chu La i ,  and of course,  t h e  chopper p i l o t  
wanted t o  make as f e w  t r i p s  as poss ib le .  Of course,  w e  w e r e  
only a l l o t t e d  s o  many s o r t i e s  wi th  each a i r c r a f t  w e  g o t ,  so 
i f  I had one good chopper f u l l ,  t hen  I would n o t  have e s c o r t e d  
it, because most o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e  chopper p i l o t s  g o t  q u i t e  i n -
d ignant  i f  you wanted t o  e s c o r t  them. But a good p a r t  of t h e  
t i m e  I w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  s u p p l i e s ,  and then  
when they  re tu rned  t o  e x t r a c t  it, I ' d  go back wi th  them. 

Q. You w e r e  a c t u a l l y  be ing  suppl ied  o u t  of  Chu L a i  
and n o t  o u t  o f  Dot t i e?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  When they flew emergency 
ammunition o r  something l i k e  t h i s ,  they  would resupply  them 
from D o t t i e  wi th  a C&C sh ip .  Other than  t h a t ,  we supp l i ed  
them from Chu Lai .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  n i g h t ,  then ,  t h e  n i g h t  t h a t  
you took t h e  bodies  up t o  Chu Lai?  You d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e c a l l ,  o r  do you p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e c a l l  t h e  reason why t h e  com-
pany went up on t h e  h i l l ?  

A.  No, sir.  I do not .  

Q The next  day fol lowing t h i s ,  t h e  day of t h e  18 th ,  
t h e  company moved t o  t h e  h i l l  and spen t  t h e  n i g h t  on t h e  h i l l .  
On t h e  19th  t h e  company moved over  t o  t h e  beach a r e a ,  r i g h t  
i n  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on MAP-5) . 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember t h a t ,  t h e  guard, t h e  p r o t e c t i o n ,
and I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  2d Platoon t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  gathered 
i n  about s i x  Vietnamese women t h a t  were suspected of being 
Vie t  Cong, and a l l  they were were l o c a l  v i l l a g e  l a d i e s  car ry-
ing  f i s h ?  They l e t  them go. Outside of t h e  company having 
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a p r e t t y  good time and re lax ing  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  t h e r e  was noth-
ing  more memorable about t h e  19th .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

.Q Unless you can remember something? 

A.  No, sir.  The only reason t h a t  I remember they 
were on t h e  beach, was I flew o u t  t h e r e  wi th ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
was Major CALHOUN, and my f i r s t  s e rgean t  s a i d  good-bye t o  a 
bunch of t h e  people i n  t h e  company. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is where 
I l a s t  saw him. 

Q e  W e l l ,  WHITE i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he probably l e f t  t h e  
company from t h e r e ,  too.  

A. I b e l i e v e  h e  went back wi th  us.  Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you hear  any p a r t i c u l a r  conversa t ions  t h a t '  
Captain RIGGS had had t h a t  day wi th  p i l o t s ?  I t  may have been 
t h e  day before .  

A. Yes, sir.  I seem t o  r e c a l l  something, b u t  I 
cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you what t h e  s u b j e c t  was. He seemed t o  be 
concerned about something. He was t a l k i n g  t o ,  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  person t h a t  I flew o u t  with was Major CALHOUN. He was 
t a l k i n g  t o  someone, and they seemed t o  be concerned about 
something, b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  conversa t ion ,  and i f  I 
d id ,  I d o n ' t  remember what it was about. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
you whether it was about a p i l o t  o r  what it was. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, do you o r  d o n ' t  you a s s o c i a t e  
t h i s  with an a i r c r a f t  p i l o t ?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, CALHOUN and RIGGS g o t  o f f  t o  one 
s i d e  and had t h i s  s e r i o u s  d iscuss ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  But t h a t  could have been about anything,  
because they ,  of  course ,  d i d  t h a t  q u i t e  f r equen t ly .  
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Q- If a chopper p i l o t  had chewed t h e  company com-
mander o u t ,  i.e., a warrant  o f f i c e r  t a k i n g  a c a p t a i n  a p a r t  
ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  t h e  company n e t ,  do you suppose you'd have 
heard about t h i s ?  

A. Q u i t e  poss ib ly ,  sir. However, w e  weren ' t  able 
t o  monitor t h e  r ad ios .  

Q. I d o n ' t  mean t h a t .  Wouldn't t h e r e  have been some 
d i scuss ion  i n  t h e  company? 

A. Q u i t e  poss ib ly ,  yes ,  sir. However, I d o n ' t  re-
member anyone eve r  saying  anything t o  me about it. 

Q. A t  any t ime? 

A. No, sir. S i r ,  it seems l i k e  I can remember some-
t h i n g  t h a t  they  were t a l k i n g  about.  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you who 
s a i d  it t o  me o r  what it w a s ,  b u t  i t ' s  very vague. I r e a l l y  
c a n ' t  remember anything about i t ,  except it seemed l i k e  t h e r e ' s  
something t h e r e  t h a t  they  were concerned about,  and it seemed 
l i k e  somebody t a l k e d  t o  me about it. About some a i r c r a f t  
p i l o t  g e t t i n g  i n t o  it wi th  Captain RIGGS. Now, what it w a s  
about ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  

Q. Was it Captain RIGGS o r  perhaps Captain SHELTON? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  wi th  1 9  March? 

A. No, sir.  

Q.  O r  t h e  18th?  Well, i f  t h i s  conversat ion had taken 
p l a c e ,  everybody i n  t h e  company cou ldn ' t  very we l l  h e l p  b u t  
know about it, a t  l e a s t  anybody connected with communications. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Because it came i n  over t h e  company n e t .  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q *  Do you r e c a l l  on t h e  opera t ions  you were on ,  how 
o f t e n  you had a i r  cover? 

Had a i r  cover,  s i r ?  

Q- Y e s ,  p r imar i ly  by choppers, H-23, a Primo? 

A. The only  one I can r e a l l y  remember i s  when we had 
q u i t e  a b i t  o f  a i r  cover,  and t h i s  was on 23 February.  This  
i s  t h e  time Captain TRINKLE was wounded, and we had q u i t e  a 
b i t  of a i r  cover then .  Of course ,  we c a l l e d  i n  an a i r  s t r i k e .  

Q- I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
moving ac ross  rice paddy a r e a s  and choppers more o r  l e s s  
e s c o r t i n g  you, a couple of choppers. They always flew i n  
p a i r s .  One of them f l y i n g  low and one of them f l y i n g  h igh ,  
and they  were scout ing  o u t  t h e  a rea  i n  f r o n t .  

A .  Yes, sir.  I can r e c a l l  one i n  p a r t i c u l a r  where 
we received a  few rounds of  s n i p e r  f i r e  a t  t h e  choppers,  b u t  
a c t u a l l y  s p o t t e d  t h e  VC o r  whatever it was, and he  had jumped 
i n  a  we l l .  Of course,  they pinpointed him f o r  us ,  and we went 
up t h e r e ,  and Captain TRINKLE j u s t  pu l l ed  him o u t  of t h e  h o l e  
and took h i s  r i f l e .  This  i s  about t h e  only time I can r e c a l l .  

Q- Did he  have a carb ine?  You caught him i n  a  wel l?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You knew it was c a p t a i n  TRINKLE on 23 February? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember. I c a n ' t  s e t  a d a t e  on it. 
Well, I was o u t  wi th  him. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I a c t u a l l y  had 
command of a p la toon o r  whether I was j u s t  o u t  wi th  him, 
which I d i d  a few times.  But I remember he  j u s t  p u l l e d  him 
up by h imse l f ,  p u l l e d  him up o u t  of t h e  w e l l  and took t h e  
r i f l e  away from him. I c a n ' t  remember whether it was a  car-
bine o r  an M - 1 ,  b u t  I know t h e  chopper p i l o t  wanted t h a t  wea- 
pon p r e t t y  bad, and I b e l i e v e  he g o t  it. I d o n ' t  remember 
whether they  came i n  and got  it then ,  o r  whether we got  it 
t o  them l a t e r .  But they wanted c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  weapon. 
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Q .  W a s  t h i s  where t h e r e  might have been a contro-
versy between a p i l o t  and t h e  company commander about t h e  
weapon? 

A. There was some controversy,  I remember t h a t .  
Captain TRINKLE t e l l i n g  him, "Don't worry about landing  now, 
w e ' l l  g e t  it t o  you some o t h e r  t i m e .  I ' l l  g e t  it t o  you 
l a t e r . "  I d o n ' t  remember any arguement o r  any bad f e e l i n g  

.. about.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  p i l o t  agreed t h a t  t h i s  was a l l  r i g h t ,  
Captain TRINKLE was r e a l l y  no t  one t o  s t a r t  a shout ing  con-
t e s t  over  t h e  r ad io .  I doubt very much i f  they came i n  and 
picked up t h e  weapon, b u t  I remember they t a l k e d  about it 
over  t h e  radio .  

Q T h a t ' s  t h e  only t i m e  you can remember be ing
escor ted  o r  scouted f o r  by a Primo? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  d i d n ' t  happen very o f t en?  

A. S i r ,  w e  very seldom go t  a whole l o t  o f  cover. 
What we'd have l i k e d  t o  have sometimes was some more cover ,  
bu t  it usual ly  went t o  t h e  south t o  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  br igade .  
And it seemed l i k e  i f  they  had something l e f t  over ,  then w e  
might g e t  it. I f  they  d i d n ' t ,  w e l l ,  we were o u t  of luck.  
Now, t h i s  may be j u s t  my opinion of t h e  ma t t e r ,  b u t  I know 
when it came t o  resupplying and everything e l s e ,  we were 
usual ly  h u r t i n g  on a i r c r a f t .  Of course,  I t h i n k  everybody 
was a t  t h a t  t ime,  so  I ' m  s u r e  they d id  they b e s t  they  could. 

Q A t  any time I ' m  t a l k i n g ,  and it t r i g g e r s  some-
t h i n g  i n  your mind, d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s t o p  me. 

' A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. The company's moving along through r i c e  paddy 
a reas  where you s t a r t e d  approaching a v i l l a g e ,  and up above 
you i s  t h i s  a i r  cover ,  a couple of choppers. One i s  f l y i n g  
low and one i s  f l y i n g  high.  The low chopper i s  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I guess t h e  v i l l a g e  was perhaps o f f  t o  
t h e  l e f t ,  and on t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  was s t i l l  where 
t h e  company could see  t h e  chopper without  any t r o u b l e .  Both 

(LUNDEEN) 18 APP T-375 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


choppers s t a r t  c i r c l i n g ,  and someone r e p o r t s  back t o  t h e  
company something l i k e ,  "There 's  t h r e e  of them, b u t  two of 
them disappeared,  b u t  I ' v e  got  one of them. I can s e e  him, 
I can s e e  him lay ing  down i n  t h e  f i e l d  and I ' l l  c i r c l e  him. 
Come and g e t  him." And t h e  chopper kep t  c i r c l i n g ,  c i r c l e d  
f o r  a cons iderable  per iod of t i m e ,  maybe a s  long as 20 min-
u tes  be fo re  a couple of r i f lemen came o u t  and go t  t o  them. 
Does t h i s  r i n g  any kind of a b e l l ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. The r i f leman came up t o  t h i s  man, and t h e  VC was 
l y i n g  on t h e  ground behind t h i s  d ike ,  behind t h e  d ike  of a 
r i c e  paddy. He turned  h i s  head and looked up a t  t h e  r i f l e -  
man, and t h e  r i f leman bayoneted him, then s h o t  him r i g h t  
through t h e  head. 

A. No, sir. 

Q. The two men turned  aYound and walked back t o  t h e  
company. The chopper p i l o t  was mad as h e l l .  Over t h e  com-
pany n e t  he chewed t h e  h e l l  o u t  of t h e  company commander. 
He wanted t o  know what t h e  h e l l  w a s  going on when he had 
exposed himself and h i s  a i r c r a f t  and h i s  crew f o r  20  min-
u tes  i n  a dangerous s i t u a t i o n  t o  t r y  t o  cap tu re  a p r i s o n e r ,  
then t o  have him murdered r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  eyes ,  and 
waste a l l  of t h e  exposure t h a t  chopper had done. H e  wanted 
t o  know why. They company commander c a l l e d  t h e  p la toon 
l eader ,  ask ing  what had happened and why it had happened. 
Apparently t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  i n  t a l k i n g  h e l d  t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  
switch down on t h e  r a d i o ,  because he was overheard i n  t h e  
chopper saying ,  "Why d i d  you shoot  him?" And t h e  r i f leman 
s a i d ,  "Ah-ah-ah-ah-ah-" and then t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ' s  voice  
c u t  i n  and s a i d ,  "Did he have a grenade i n  h i s  pocket?" and 
then t h e  r i f leman s a i d ,  "Yeah, yeah, he was a V i e t  Cong and 
had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket ."  Whereupon t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  
c a l l e d  t o  t h e  company commander and s a i d ,  "He was k i l l e d  
because he was a Vie t  Cong. He had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket ."  
So t h e  company commander re layed t h i s  t o  t h e  p i l o t ,  and t h e  
p i l o t  s a i d  something t o  the  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  wasn ' t  so .  I saw 
t h e  whole damn th ing .  They never even searched him, and 
then flew o f f .  Do you t h i n k  i f  t h a t  had happened, you'd 
have heard about i t ?  
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A, Y e s ,  sir. However, I d i d n ' t .  I don 't recall 
it happening. 

Q. L e t  me  ask you, could t h a t  have poss ib ly  have 
happened i n  Alfa? 

A. S i r ,  knowing t h e  then  Alpha Company, I ' d  say no. 

Q. How w e l l  d i d  you know t h e  men i n  Alpha Company? 

A. Most o f  them q u i t e  w e l l .  W e  had q u i t e  a few 
d i l l i e s  assigned t o  us  j u s t  be fo re  we l e f t  H a w a i i ,  and some 
o f  them I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  know t o o  w e l l .  The weapons p la toon  
I knew q u i t e  w e l l ,  and some of  t h e  men i n  t h e  o t h e r  p la toons  
n o t  q u i t e  s o  w e l l .  

Q How w e l l  do you know EIKENBERRY? 

A. Not real w e l l .  W e  had, a s  I r e c a l l ,  a l i t t l e  
b i t  o f  t r o u b l e  wi th  him. I cari't r e c a l l  what it w a s .  I t  
seemed l i k e  back i n  H a w a i i  j u s t  before  w e  l e f t  w e  had a 
l i t t l e  b i t  o f  t r o u b l e  wi th  him, b u t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  I c a n ' t  
recall what it w a s .  

Q- Could he redeem himself i n  t h e  eyes o f  t h e  com-
pany? 

A. It s e e m s  a s  though he d i d  a p r e t t y  good job once 
we g o t  on t o  Vietnam. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything he d id  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A, No, sir.  

Q. Who was your tunnel  r a t ?  

A. Tha t ' s  what I was wondering, sir.  Seemed l i k e  he 
may we l l  have been. I know a boy by t h e  name o f  NEEDHAM, who 
had been t o  Vietnam once be fo re ,  was a tunnel r a t  p a r t  of t h e  
time. And it seems as  though EIKENBERRY may we l l  have been, 
p a r t  of t h e  t i m e  a l s o .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember f o r  su re .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  EIKENBERRY had t h r e e  Bronze 
S t a r s  f o r  va lor?  
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No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Three Purple  Hearts?  

No, sir. 

Q *  Let  me ask you something e l s e .  Why i s  t h e r e  such 
a dear th  of decora t ions  on noncommissioned o f f i c e r s ,  of  t h e  
men of Alpha Company? 

I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. I n o t i c e  y o u ' r e  reasonably we l l  decora ted ,  b u t  
among t h e  men t h a t  I ' v e  seen  i n  h e r e ,  very few of  them a r e  
decorated.  They d o n ' t  have commendation medals; they  d o n ' t  
have bronze s t a r s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  The decora t ions  I won, except  f o r  one 
of them, came from t h e  196th.  When I served i n  t h e  l l t h ,  it 
was n o t  a case  of  no t  p u t t i n g  them i n  f o r  it. A s  I remember, 
q u i t e  a few of  them were wri t ten-up.  

Q- Well, I would th ink  you'd know t h i s ,  be ing  t h e  XO. 

A .  Yes, sir. And a s  f a r  as  many o f  them coming down 
approved, I c a n ' t  remember too  many of  them. I know t h a t  
many t imes they  had t o  be r e w r i t t e n ,  The b a t t a l i o n  S 1  wouldn ' t  
go along wi th  t h e  way they were wri t ten-up,  s o  we'd r e w r i t e  

' them and resubmit them, and t h e r e  were a number submitted.  

Q. Did you ever  command t h e  3d Platoon? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q What opera t ion  was t h i s ?  

A. This  was on 23 February. 

Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir.  We went i n  on t h e  A P C ' s ,  and t h e r e  was 
my p la toon and t h e  2d Platoon and t h e  headquar ters  group. 
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Captain TRINKLE u s u a l l y  took 10 o r  11 men from t h e  weapons 
p la toon t o  a c t  as h i s  s e c u r i t y  fo rce ,  and we went down t o  
t h e  br idge  t h e r e  going i n t o  Quang Ngai City.  We w e r e  headed 
east, and t h e  2d Platoon took t h e  r i g h t  f l ank ,  and my pla-
toon took t h e  l e f t  f l a n k ,  and then  t h e  CP group i n  t h e  
middle. W e  s t a r t e d  moving inwards and g e t t i n g  on t o  t h e  
t r a c k s ,  and w e  w e r e  i n  t h e r e  j u s t  a very s h o r t  t i m e  u n t i l  
t h e  2d Platoon and headquar ters  group s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  
q u i t e  a b i t  of f i r e .  Captain TRINKLE c a l l e d  m e  and t o l d  
m e  t o  come back t h i s  way, over  towards him, and t o  h e l p  him 
o u t ,  which w e  did.  

Q. Did you command t h a t  platoon t o  any degree,  under 
normal opera t ions ,  up around Uptight ,  o r  do you recall com-
manding them on any? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. S &D opera t ions .  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  I had them o u t  on an ambush one n i g h t ,  
and it was only on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h a t  h i l l  t h a t  you w e r e  
t a l k i n g  about ,  a s  I recall--where w e  s e t  up. We went i n  
t h e r e  wi th ,  I b e l i e v e  it was two p la toons ,  and one o f  t h e  
o t h e r  p la toons  had been o u t  overnight  on an ambush, and they  
joined up w i t h  ES. A s  they p ~ l l e d  o u t  we j u s t  s o r t  of  melted 
i n t o  t h e  bushes and waited u n t i l  dawn. Q u i t e  a l i t t l e  whi le  
be fo re  dawn w e  g o t ,  a s  I remember, e i t h e r  two o r  t h r e e  VC t o  
t h e  nor th  end of t h e  t r a i l  and, of course,  recovered t h e i r  
weapons. Then a f t e r  dark one of  my machinegunners c u t  loose ,  
and t h e  nex t  morning we went o u t  and t h e r e  was another  VC 
with an M - 1 6  t i e d  t o  h i s  arm. I c a n ' t  remember t a k i n g  them 
on very many o t h e r  opera t ions .  This was t h e  3d Platoon then ,  
b u t  we went on one combat a s s a u l t  a l s o ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
e x a c t l y ,  one o r  two, because it was i n  t h e  AO, b u t  it was 
j u s t  a day d e a l ,  and then  came back t h a t  n igh t .  

Q. Do you have any maps, p i c t u r e s ,  o r  t h i s  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g  of t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q- What I ' m  th inking  about i s  you ' r e  apparent ly 
going t o  school  r i g h t  now. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q So t h a t  means y o u ' r e  th ink ing  a l o t ,  s tudying ,  
and I j u s t  want t o  say t h a t  you know what I ' v e  t o l d  you. 

Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You've probably learned  a l o t  of t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
never r e a l i z e d  occurred,  and t h i s  should have sparked your 
th ink ing ,  and i f  it r e c a l l s  anything t o  you, p l e a s e  d o n ' t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  g e t  t o  us. 

A .  I wouldn't  h e s i t a t e ,  s ir .  

Q. I f  you can remember anything,  it might come t o  
you, it has  t o  some of our  people.  I t ' s  been a long t ime, 
w e  a p p r e c i a t e  it. I t ' s  been a very long t ime s i n c e  t h e s e  
events  occurred,  and something j u s t  might t r i g g e r  a thought.  
I f  it does,  Major COOP w i l l  exp la in  t o  you how you can g e t  
t o  u s ,  and we would apprec ia te  it i f  you would. We apprec-
i a t e  your coming i n .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  remind you again n o t  t o  t a l k  with 
anyone about what has t r a n s p i r e d  h e r e ,  unless  i t ' s  an o f f i c -
i a l  body o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Then i t ' s  p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t .  
And normally we permit anybody t o  ask ques t ions  o r  make 
s ta tements  f o r  t h e  record i f  they  wish t o ,  and I now a f f o r d  
t h a t  oppor tuni ty  t o  you. 

A .  A s  f a r  a s  any ques t ion ,  I d o n ' t  have any ques t ions .  
I ,  of course ,  hope t h a t  t h i s  g e t s  a l l  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t ,  and I 
hope t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i s  no t  wrong. I f i n d  it hard  t o  be-
l i e v e  t h a t  anybody would k i l l  a bunch of women and c h i l d r e n .  
I hope t h i s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  no t  t h e  case .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I have 
t o  say ,  sir. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1125 hours ,  1 6  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

dITNESS : MARCK , E r n e s t  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 18 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: C O 1 s  RTO, ~ / 3 / 1 .  

1. PRIOR T R A I N I N G  I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

MARCK d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  b r i e f i n g s  on 
t h e  hand l ing  o f  PW1s o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  i n  
Hawaii o r  Vietnam (pgs. 30, 31) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement, b u t  l ea rned  them b i t  
by b i t  a s  he ga ined  exper ience  (pgs.  31, 3 2 ) .  H e  had 
l e a r n e d  i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  PW's were t o  be p r o t e c t e d  
from inhumane t r e a t m e n t  (pg. 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  
MACV c a r d s  "Nine Ru1es"or "The Enemy i n  Your Hands" 
(pgs. 34, 3 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  on l e g a l  
versus  i l l e g a l  o r d e r s  (pg. 3 7 ) .  However, he s t a t e d  t h a t  he  
would n o t  have obeyed an o r d e r  t o  shoo t  a n  unarmed c i v i l i a n  
(pg. 3 9 ) .  

2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER gave t h e  b r i e f i n g  and t o l d  
t h e  men t h a t  they  were going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  b u t  had i t  
easy  because they  were going t o  be  a b locking f o r c e  
(pgs.  1 6 ,  1 9 ) .  The men were d i sappo in ted  (pg. 1 6 ) .  hey 

were t o l d  t o  expec t  NVA r e g u l a r s  (pg. 1 9 ) .  BARKER 
exp la ined  t h e  miss ion  of t h e  o t h e r  companies i n  t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  (pg. 19)  . H e  d i d  n o t  say  anything about  burning 
llootcnes (pg. 2 0 ) .  While BARKER s a i d  no th ing  about  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  men knew they w e r e  supposed 
t o  t a g  them and r e p o r t  them (pg. 2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  expected 
a rough o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 2 ) .  
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3. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  Actions on t h e  16 th .  

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  run  i n t o  t h e  
r e s i s t a n c e  expected .  B and C Companies r e p o r t e d  k i l l s ,  b u t  
A Company found no bod ies  when they went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  
check it o u t  (pg. 2 3 ) .  Thus, MARCK f e l t  t h a t  t h e  body 
count  was be ing i n f l a t e d  (pg. 23) . Although he monitored 
t n e  t a s k  f o r c e  n e t ,  he  r e c a l l e d  no i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  t h e  
k i l l i n g  (pg. 2 3 )  . H e  thought  t h a t  perhaps he hea rd  a n  
o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  shoo t ing  (pg. ' 23) . A t  approximately 
1530 he hea rd  an o r d e r  come down f o r  C Company t o  go back 
t o  My Lai  and count  t h e  bod ies  and r e p o r t  t h e i r  age and s e x  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember Captain M E D I N A ' s  response  

(pg. 25) .  


b .  Actions on t h e  1 7 t h .  

The company l a a g e r e d  i n  a Buddhist temple which 
was a Vietnamese h o s p i t a l  (pg. 11). The a r e a  was "dug i n "  
(pg. 11). ~t 2200 VC g o t  s o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  machinegun 
p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  they  threw grenades i n t o  them and k i l l e d  
two people  (pgs.  11, 12) . 

c .  Act ions  on t h e  18th .  

On t h e  morning o f  t h e  18 th  BARKER and Colonel  
HENDERSON v i s i t e d  t h e  company and BARKER spoke s t e r n l y  t o  
Capta in  RIGGS f o r  p ick ing  a poor d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n  
(pgs.  12 ,  13)  . BARKER seemed angry (pg. 13)  . RIGGS was 
u p s e t  (pgs.  12 ,  1 3 ) .  

d. Actions on t h e  1 9 t h .  

On t h e  19 th  t h e  company moved t o  t h e  beach (pg. 1 4 )  . 
The men f e l t  r e l i e v e d  about  t h i s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  While MARCK 
remembered h e l i c o p t e r s  co rne r ing  two VC s u s p e c t s  and a 
conversa t ion  between a p i l o t  and RIGGS concerning i t ,  he  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a s u s p e c t  t h a t  had been k i l l e d  by U.S. t r o o p s  
(pgs. 25-27).  
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4 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
128 VC K I A  and t h r e e  cap tu red  weapons a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  MARCK r e c o l l e c t e d  no t r a n s m i s s i o n s  from 
e i t h e r  Capta in  MICHLES o r  MEDINA t e l l i n g  RIGGS how they had 
done on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 15)  . 
5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese a t  My Lai 
g o t  what they  deserved from C Company on 16 March (pg. 5 ) .  
H i s  on ly  s u r p r i s e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  m a t t e r  was t h a t  such a 
b i g  f u s s  was made about  it (pg. 5). 

b.  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  a n  i n s t a n c e  i n  which 
A Company k i l l e d  two f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r  o l d  c h i l d r e n  be- 
cause i t  was thought  t h e  c h i l d r e n  had weapons (pgs.  6 ,  7)  . 
The c h i l d r e n  were running a t  t h e  t ime they were s h o t  
(pg. 7 ) .  The c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  shoo t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  
(pg. 8 ) .  Capta in  RIGGS, who wi tnessed  t h e  e v e n t ,  agreed 
t h a t  t h e  s h o o t i n g  was proper  (pgs.  7 ,  8 ) . 

c .  MARCK had spoken t o  Se rgean t  DAVIS s i n c e  t h e  
m a t t e r  became p u b l i c  (pgs.  5 ,  8 )  . 

d .  When RIGGS f i r s t  took over  a s  CO, he d i d  n o t  
want t h e  men t o  shoo t  anyone wi thou t  n o t i f y i n g  him f i r s t  
(pg. 16). L a t e r ,  he t o l d  t h e  men they could s h o o t  someone 

wno f a i l e d  t o  h a l t  a f t e r  be ing  warned t h r e e  t imes  (pg. 16)  . 
The s o l d i e r s  had t o  inform RIGGS b e f o r e  doing any burning 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  The only  o f f i c e r  who wanted t o  g e t  a l o t  of  
k i l l s  was L i e u t e n a n t  JONES (pg. 1 7 ) .  A t  one p o i n t  JONES 
k i l l e d  two VC and cap tu red  a  weapon by h imsel f  (pg. 1 8 ) .  

e .  MARCK saw one i n c i d e n t  i n  which an ARVN s o l d i e r  
k icked a s u s p e c t  which RIGGS watched (pg. 2 2 ) .  While he  
saw PW's roughly handled on occas ion ,  he d i d  n o t  see them 
abused (pgs .  33, 3 4 ) .  
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he h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1510 hour s ,  1 8  
February 19 70. ) 

cOL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
LTC BRANDT, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  M r .  E r n e s t  MARCK. 

(MR MARCK was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

Would you s ta te  your  f u l l  name, occupa t ion ,  and 
address?  

A. E r n e s t  Edward MARCK. I work a t  t h e  River  Company, 
Denver, Colorado,  and t h e  add res s  i s  1800 South R a r i t a n .  

COL ARMSTRONG: M r .  MARCK, I ' m  going t o  a sk  you t o  t a l k  a s  loud 
as you reasonably  can s o  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t e r  can g e t  a l l  t h e  
i n fo rma t ion  down t h a t  you s t a t e ,  and a l s o  s o  t h e  t a p e  re-
corder  can p i c k  it up on t h i s  microphone. Is t h a t  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. On my l e f t  i s  Colonel  BRANDT. H e  and myself have 
bo th  been appoin ted  by t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army t o  h e l p  
General  PEERS o u t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  Genera l  
PEERS h a s  q u i t e  a s t a f f  of  peop le  who a r e  h e l p i n g  him, even 
two c i v i l i a n  lawyers  who vo lun tee red  t o  assist t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  t h e  Army by j o i n i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team and a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  
l e g a l  counse l  and guidance t o  General  PEERS. With a l l  t h i s  
h e l p  and s e v e r a l  groups l i k e  t h i s  t a k i n g  t e s t imony ,  General  
PEERS a lone  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  absorb  t h e  tes t imony t h a t ' s  g iven  
and t o  come up w i t h  a conc lus ion ,  w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and make 
t h e  recommendations. D o  you unders tand  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  you r ead  ( E x h i b i t  M-57)? 

A.  Y e s ,  I do. 

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

L APP T-379 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. The way I do t h i s  i s  a f t e r  asking you s e v e r a l  
normal, r o u t i n e  ques t ions  about your s e r v i c e  and s o  f o r t h ,  
I go o f f  t h e  record  and b r i e f  you a s  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
roughly 15 March t o  30 March 1968, a s  it p e r t a i n s  t o  the  
u n i t  you w e r e  ass igned t o ,  wi th  t h e  o b j e c t  of focus ing  your 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  frame i n  t h e  hope t h a t  
you can r e c o l l e c t  something. We apprec ia te  t h a t  2 yea r s  
is  a p r e t t y  long t i m e  t o  ask an i n d i v i d u a l  t o  remember the 
exac t  events  t h a t  took p lace ,  and t o  be s p e c i f i c  about t h i n g s  
u n t i l  he r e a l l y  s t a r t s  r e c o l l e c t i n g  them. Sometimes by lead- 
i n g  him i n t o  it, by feeding  him a l i t t l e  information,  w e  can 
spark h i s  memory. W e  a l s o  ask you t o  p lease  f e e l  as much a t  
ease  a s  you poss ib ly  can. The important  t h i n g  is t o  g e t  in- 
formation, and I p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  w e  have t a l k e d  t o  over  350 
men, both Vietnamese and U.S. personnel ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and c i v i l -  
i ans .  General PEERS and t h e  two lawyers have gone t o  Vietnam. 
Thev've looked over  t h e  ground, they 've  been on t h e  ground, 
and it would probably be i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  you t o  know t h a t  some 
of t h e  var ious  a reas  t h a t  you fought over a r e  now occupied by 
t h e  Vietnamese Army with no problems whatsoever, no b i g  f i g h t s  
involved. I t ' s  r e a l l y  p a c i f i e d .  H e  occas iona l ly  mentioned 
t h i s  t o  o t h e r  wi tnesses  t h a t  have appeared. They seem t o  be 
r a t h e r  g r a t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we d o n ' t  have t o  f i g h t  f o r  
t h i s  ground now. I w i l l  feed you t h i s  information,  then w e ' l l  
go back on t h e  record  and t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  of you reco l l ec -  
t i o n .  I want t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  we know q u i t e  a b i t  about what 
occurred,  poss ib ly  even more t h a t  you ever  knew, because w e  've  
had the  b e n e f i t  of see ing  t h e s e  exe rc i ses  o r  opera t ions  from 
the  viewpoint of many people.  You may s t i l l  have some smal l  
p iece  of information t h a t  you d o n ' t  t h ink  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u t  
which may very w e l l  be ,  and it w i l l  h e l p  us f u r t h e r  t o  g e t  a 
c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  of it. So without  any f u r t h e r  ado, would you 
p lease  t e l l  us what your s e v i c e  wi th  t h e  America1 was, when 
it s t a r t e d ,  when it  ended, and what you d id?  

A. I went over  with t h e  3/1 headquar ters ,  America1 
Divis ion.  About t h e  f i r s t  3 weeks I was working t h e  switch- 
board,  and was l a t e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  A Company. 

Q, What time was t h i s  now? 

A. I t  was about t h e  f i r s t  3 weeks we g o t  over t h e r e ,  
r i g h t  be fo re  Christmas. 
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Q- You were i n  headquar ters  company, 3/1? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q- And you were a switchboard opera to r?  

A. Right.  I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  A Company on the  same 
day w e  moved t o  a new l o c a t i o n  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

&. D o  you r e c a l l  about what d a t e  t h i s  was? 

A. I c a n tt be su re .  

Q- Toward t h e  end of January,  wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. About January 18th.  Our CO a t  t h e  t ime was 
Captain TRINKLE . 
Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. W e  were a t  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  b u t  nothing ou t  of t h e  
ordinary happened. Then Captain TRINKLE was wounded and we 
got  our  second CO, Captain SHELTON. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. 2 weeks l a t e r  he w a s  wounded. Then we g o t  a 
Captain RIGGS . 
Q- RIGGS? 

A. R-I-G-G-S. Then we worked t h a t  a r e a  f o r  a whi le ,  
and then  we went back t o  LZ Thunder which i s  back i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. W e  s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  about 2 months, then  we went 
back t o  Bronco. 

Q . A l l  r i g h t .  

A. T h a t ' s  a l l  I can--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t .  Did you s t a y  with A 
Company a l l  du r ing  your t o u r  over  t h e r e ?  

-
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A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I was i n  A Company f o r  about 5 
months. Then I w a s  what w a s  c a l l e d  infused  i n t o  t h e  523d 
Signa l  Ba t t a l ion .  

Q- You w e r e  i n fused  i n  when, June o r  J u l y ?  

A. June, I b e l i e v e .  

Q. June, the 523d S i g n a l  Ba t t a l ion .  W a s  that i n  
t h e  Americal Divis ion?  

A, Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  I went r i g h t  up t o  the America1 
headquar ters ,  t o  t h e  DTOC. 

Q. Then you w e r e  i n  Chu Lai? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q A t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  TOC? 

A. A week l a t e x  I was s e n t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  about 
a month and one-half f o r  malar ia .  Then I g o t  ou t  and came back 
from Cam Ranh Bay, and w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  523d S igna l  B a t t a l i o n  
and s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of my t o u r .  

Q- Then you were s t i l l  p u l l i n g  duty i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Except f o r  t h e  month and one-half break f o r  ma la r i a ,  
you were a c t u a l l y  a r a d i o  opera to r  i n  the  d i v i s i o n  TOC? 

A .  Right . 
Q.  And then  about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of December you
r o t a t e d  back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  

A .  November I g o t  back. 

Q. Now, s e e  i f  I can ca r ry  you back t o  t h i s  p a s t  
f a l l ,  i n  September o r  October, when t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  h i t  
t he  news media? I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you two ques t ions  about 
your r e a c t i o n s .  S ince  then ,  have you t a l k e d  t o  any of your 
o ld  f r i e n d s  o r  acquaintances o r  men you served  with i n  the  
~ m e r i c a lDivis ion  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and what was your per-
sonal  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  
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A. W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  I have t a l k e d  t o  some 
f r i e n d s  of mine t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  Amy about it. 

Q .  Who was t h a t ?  

A. Se rgean t  John DAVIS. 

Q e  Sergean t  John DAVIS? 

A. Right .  

Q. Who was he? 

A. He was over  i n  Vietnam w i t h  us.  H e  was wi th  3/1 
headqua r t e r s .  

Q. H e  was i n  Headquarters  and Headquarters  Company, 3/1? 

A. Right .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. W e  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  i n  Vietnam when I went t o  A 
Compa.ny. L a t e r  on w e  w e r e  s t a t i o n e d  i n  For t  Carson, and w e  
g o t  t o  t a l k i n g  about  it. My p e r s o n a l  op in ion  on it i s  why 
should  it m a t t e r  s o  much. T h e  people  over  t h e r e  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
care t o  h e l p  t h e  G I  's o u t  anyway. So whatever  t hey  g e t ,  I 
f e e l  they deserve .  

Q .  What was you r e a c t i o n ?  When it happened, when 
.it was announced, w e r e  you s u r p r i s e d ?  

A. N o ,  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d .  I guess t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t  do happen over  t h e r e .  I was s u r p r i s e d  of t h e  b ig  f u s s  
t h a t  was made over  i t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  

Q Could you t e l l  m e  why you w e r e n ' t  s u r p r i s e d ?  

A. W e l l . .  .. 
Q - Why do you f e e l  t h a t  i s  could  have happened? 

A. Because t h e r e  was always t h e  danger of some k ind  
of s n i p e r .  W e  were g iven  permiss ion  t o  des t roy  a v i l l a g e  when 
the V i e t  Cong were found i n  cases  l i k e  t h i s ,  and we were g iven  
permiss ion  t o  burn c e r t a i n  houses t o  t h e  ground i f  w e  were t o  
f i n d  weapons o r  rice. So I guess  it could be the whole v i l -
l a g e  j u s t  as easy  a s  one house.  
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Q- Well, t h e  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  shoot ing  women and c h i l -
dren d e l i b e r a t e l y  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  than l i g h t i n g  a 
f i r e  over a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I c a n ' t  s e e  how t h i s  could be done--

Q . What? 

A. I c a n ' t  s e e  how t h i s  could be done wi thou t  know-
i n g  what you were doing. 

Q Well, t h a t ' s  what I say .  Wasn't t h i s  t h e  essence 
of the  news s t o r y ?  The monsters i n  t h e  U.S. Army uniform 
gathered up these  women and c h i l d r e n  and then mowed them 
down i n  cold  blood? 

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  I f e e l  t h a t  they had 
enough reasons.  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you j u s t  d o n ' t  s ee  it . t h a t  way? 

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  it t h e  way i t ' s  s a i d  t o  have been 
done, because I know' how th ings  can look d i f f e r e n t  then  they 
r e a l l y  a re .  

A D..J- f t  wculdn I t - v . - - - :  m ,
LJUL u L p A 1 3 C Z  

ys.d t L - L  ---h--
2% L I I Q L  ~ G . Lups SG~TLS 
of these  kinds of a c t i o n s  took p lace?  Under what circum-
s tances  would they t ake  p lace ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. A t  one time w e  k i l l e d  two 
k ids .  They were about 4 o r  5 y e a r s  o l d .  But aga in ,  t h e s e  
k ids  had weapons t o o ,  and they were grabbing them. I guess 
they could have been mistaken f o r  having weapons. 

Q. Your company a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  a couple of k ids  
t h a t  were c a r r y i n g  weapons b u t  running from you? 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  We were t o l d  t o  shoot  anyone t h a t  
r an  with weapons, t o  shoot  him. 

Q A t  what range d i d  you shoot  them, do you r e c a l l ?  

A. If we were a b l e  t o  s e e  t h a t  they were c a r r y i n g  
weapons, it was a t  c l o s e  d i s t ance .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q Who gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  shoot?  

A. W e l l ,  no one r e a l l y  gave t h e  ~ r d e rto s h o o t *  Over 
t h e r e  they wouldn ' t  g ive  o r d e r s ,  t h e y ' d  j u s t  say  f o r  you t o  
h o l l e r  o u t  " h a l t "  three t i m e s .  I f  t hey  d i d n ' t  h a l t  and i f  
they w e r e  running and c a r r y i n g  a weapon, shoot .  

Q- W e l l ,  when t h i s  occur red ,  what w e r e  t h e  circum-
s t a n c e s  surrounding i t ?  What was your  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  I was t h e  RTO f o r  t h e  CO, and w e  w e r e  working t h i s  
a r e a  f o r  about ,  I guess ,  3 days. W e  passed by t h i s  same o l d  
v i l l a g e  about  t w i c e .  W e  seen  t h e s e  k i d s  and then  we d idn '  t 
th ink  nothing.  Then w e  seen  two V i e t  Cong running towards us ,  
and w e  seen  t h a t  t h e  k i d s  were c a r r y i n g  a weapon. So. . . .  

Q. You mean t h e  company commander was p r e s e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  he  w a s n ' t  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  he was 
i n  t h e  l i n e  somewhere. 

W e l l ,  w e r e n ' t  you always r i g h t  n e x t  t o  him? 

A. Some of t h e  t i m e s .  I t  was t h e  C O 1 s  h a b i t  t o  walk 
away s o  they wouldn ' t  i d e n t i f y  him by my r a d i o .  

Q- What company commander i s  t h i s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I guess  it was Captain RIGGS? 

Q You t h i n k  t h i s  was Capta in  RIGGS? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - What was h i s  r e a c t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A.  W e l l ,  he  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a ,  b u t  a s  soon a s  he 
d id  see t h a t  t hey  w e r e  c a r r y i n g  weapons, he s a i d  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
anyth ing  else w e  could do b u t  s t o p  them any way w e  could.  

Q b  When t h e s e  k i d s  were running,  t hey  were running 
away from you? 

A.  Tha t '  s r i g h t .  They w e r e  running away from us.  

7 
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They weren ' t  t r y i n g  t o  shoot  you? 

A*  No. 

Q- And Captain RIGGS--did this happen b e f o r e  he 
could r e a c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  it d id .  

Q. Then what w a s  h i s  r e a c t i o n  toward t h e  people t h a t  
d i d  i t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  he  j u s t  s a i d  t h a t  there was nothing e l s e  
t h a t  we could do. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who d i d  t h e  shoot ing? 

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q Was it somebody ou t  of t h e  platoons o r  o u t  of t h e  
command group? 

A.  When one person opens up, usua l ly  t h e  whole corn-
pany does. I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  say.  

Q - Bas ica l ly ,  when you were with A Company, you w e r e  
t h e  CO I s  RTO? 

A.  That I s  r i g h t .  

Q. Did you ever  have l eave  o r  R&R o r  anything whi le  
you were with t h e  company? 

A. Not when I was wi th  t h e  company, no. 

Q. So day i n  and day out  you pushed t h a t  r a d i o  and 
were on a l l  t h e  opera t ions  t h e  company had? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Okay. What d i d  you d i scuss  with Sergeant  DAVIS 
when you saw him? 

A. We were j u s t  t a l k i n g  about the  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  
and j u s t  how--you know, j u s t  g iv ing  our  opinion on it. 
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Q - D i d  he  ask you i f  you knew anyth ing  o r  saw 
anything? 

A. W e l l ,  yes .  H e  asked m e  i f  1 was d f r e c t l y  in-  

volved w i t h  t h a t ,  and I t o l d  him no. 


Q. Do you remember t h e  even t s  of t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  

p r e t t y  c l e a r l y ?  


A. Most of  it, yes .  It  was d u r i n g  our  f i r e  f i g h t s  

t h a t  I g o t  a c a l l  on it, b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  on it. 


Q. A c t u a l l y ,  t h i s  was n o t  a f i r e  f i g h t  f o r  A Company? 

A. No. 

Q - But t h i s  was t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  t h a t  Task Force Barker 
had been i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  They went i n  about  3 Feb- 
rua ry ,  and I t h i n k  A Company was i n  on t h a t .  And they went 
i n  on t h e  2 3  of  February,  and t h a t ' s  when Capta in  TRINKLE g o t  

. h i t .  

A .  They k i l l e d  6 8. 

Q. Then Capta in  SHELTON g o t  h i t  about a week l a t e r  

on t h e  b r i d g e  o r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  t h a t  Captain  TRINKLE 

had been h i t  on, r i g h t ?  


A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q. Okay. Captain  RIGGS had been i n  command, I guess ,  
a week o r  10 days when t h e  , ope ra t ion  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about took 
p lace .  Does t h i s  s t r i k e  any memory? 

A.  Capta in  R I G G S  came t o  ou r  company, and I guess it 
must have been about  2 weeks l a t e r  we g o t  i n  a b i g  f i r e  f i g h t ,  
I b e l i e v e  it was around P i n k v i l l e .  W e  had a ground a t t a c k  and 
some mortar  rounds. 

Q: W e ' l l  r e c e s s  r i g h t  now, and I ' m  going t o  b r i e f  you. 

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1530 hours ,  18 February ' 
19 70. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1545 hours ,  1 8  February 
1970.) 
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COL ARMSTRONG: A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  MARCK, would you be  s o  kind 
a s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t o  us ,  as b e s t  you r e c a l l  them, t h e  even t s  
of 15 through about  20 March when you w e r e  w i th  A/3/1 i n  
Vietnam? 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  I can remember when w e  w e r e  t o  move % 

i n t o  p o s i t i o n  a s  a b locking  f o r c e  because one s f  o u r  l i e u -  
t e n a n t s  w a s  l e f t  behind. 

Q. What l i e u t e n a n t  w a s  t h i s ?  

A. H e  w a s  our  a r t i l l e r y  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q- H e  w a s  you FO? 

A. Y e s ,  he  w a s .  So w e  l e f t  behind, and w e  had t o  
send a p a t r o l  o u t  a f t e r  him. H e  w a s  apparent ly  a s l eep .  So 
w e  moved i n t o  a b locking  p o s i t i o n ,  and as  fa r  as I can re-
member t h e r e  w a s  nothing pushed our way. We j u s t  s tood t h e r e .  
Then we heard t h a t  Bravo had repor ted  shoot ing I d o n ' t  know 
how many V i e t  Cong on t h e  r i v e r .  W e  were r i g h t  by t h e  r i v e r ,  
s o  w e  went down t o  he lp .  We d i d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  bodies ,  s o  any-
way w e  j u s t  s tood t h e r e  u n t i l  we were t o l d  t o  move. 

Q. What day do you t h i n k  it was? 

A. I have no idea .  

Q =  And t h i s  was--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This i s  t h e  day we moved i n t o  t h e  
blocking p o s i t i o n .  

Q. No, you moved i n t o  t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
e a r l y  morning of t h e  16th .  

A. The 16th? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. So we must have moved i n  on t h e  17th  o r  t h e  1 8 t h .  

Q. Remember, on t h e  17th you moved o u t  the re?  

A. Yes, t h e  blocking a rea .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  where t h e  2d Platoon went from the  
blocking p o s i t i o n ?  

A. No, I don ' t .  

Q- Do you remember who t h e  2d Platoon platoon l eader  
was? 

A. Lieutenant--at  t h e  time I d o n ' t  know, I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q - Lieutenant  COKER? Do you remember where he was 
s e n t  wi th  h i s  p la toon on t h e  af te rnoon of the  17th? 

A. He was separa ted  from us t o  maintain a  blocking 
a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s .  I b e l i e v e  
w e  moved in land .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  The r e s t  of t h e  company, t o  t h e  b e s t  
of your knowledge, then moved from t h e  b locking  p o s i t i o n .  Can 
you r e c a l l  where they moved o r  where you moved with the  r e s t  
of t h e  company? Did you c ross  a  b r idge?  

A. I t h i n k  Bravo Company had repor ted  some t r o u b l e  
on a b r idge .  We went t o  check t h e  b r i d g e  ou t .  T h a t ' s  when 
Captain SHELTON g o t  h i t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  opera t ion .  

A. Then I d o n ' t  remember what p o s i t i o n  we moved i n t o .  

Q - You moved i n t o  a  p o s i t i o n  where you had rece ived  
a  sapper  a t t a c k .  Was t h a t  south  of t h e  Diem Diem River o r  
on t h e  P i n k v i l l e  s i d e  of the  r i v e r ,  o r  was it somewhere e l s e ?  

A. I t  was on t h e  P i n k v i l l e  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. W i l l  you s i g h t  your observat ions  of t h e  t a c t i c a l  
soundness of t h e  p o s i t i o n  you were i n ,  t h a t  you s p e n t  t h e  
n igh t  i n .  

A .  We were walking i n t o  a v i l l a g e  where w e  go t  re -
suppl ied .  A f t e r  a while  Captain RIGGS decided t o  move i n t o  
a n i g h t  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  s o  we put  our  headquar ters  crew t h e r e .  
We had a small v i l l a  t h a t  n i g h t .  Everyone was r i g h t  on t o p  
of each o t h e r .  The a r e a  was dug i n .  We made our  headquarters  
i n  a Buddhist temple which was a  Vietnamese h o s p i t a l .  About 
what I ' d  say  was 1 0  o 'c lock  maybe, we s t a r t e d  rece iv ing  f i r e .  
Well, we d i d n ' t  r ece ive  f i r e .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  happened 
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w a s  grenades  went o f f .  V i e t  Cong w e r e  a l lowed t o  g e t  s o  c l o s e  
t o  ou r  machinegun bunkers  t h a t  t hey  j u s t  dropped them i n  and 
k i l l e d  two o f  o u r  men. There  was a l o t  of confus ion  a f t e r  
t h a t .  Everybody was running around looking  f o r  where they  
should  go, and t h e n  I remember t h e  choppers g o t  t h e r e .  Well ,  
it was about 45 minutes  b e f o r e  t hey  come o u t ,  because w e  w e r e  
g e t t i n g  f i r e d  upon u n t i l  then.  

Q Okay. Was t h e r e  any more t r o u b l e  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. The f i r i n g  went on. But when i f  f i n a l l y  d i d  s t o p ,  
a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no problem. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any v i s i t o r s  t h a t  Capta in  RIGGS had 
t h e  n e x t  morning? 

A .  I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  I t h i n k  someone d i d  chopper 
o u t  t o  look over  o u r  l o c a t i o n  and j u s t  what had happened. 

Q Would you r ecogn ize  Colonel  BARKER i f  he e v e r  
came t o  v i s i t ?  

A. I can vaguely remember him, b u t  he d i d  chopper 
i n  and t a l k  w i t h  us q u i t e  a few t imes .  I b e l i e v e  I would. 

Q Was he one c f  the o f f i c e r s  t h a t  v i s i t e d  t h e  company
t h a t  morning? 

A. I guess  h e  must have been. 

Q. Do you remember him t a l k i n g  t o  Capta in  RIGGS i n  
s o r t  of a s t e r n  f a s h i o n  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  p icked  such a 
poor p o s i t i o n  f o r  a d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do. Y e s ,  because Capta in  RIGGS w a s  p r e t t y  
upse t .  

Q. W a s '  Co lone l  HENDERSON a long  w i t h  him, a f u l l  c o l o n e l ?  

A.  There  was a c~lonelthere, y e s ,  

Q With g l a s s e s ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. And was t h e r e  ano the r  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  t h e r e  
w i t h  s o r t  of  a t h i n ,  s h a r p  f a c e ,  an  a r t i l l e r y m a n ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - Colone l  LUPER? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. But  do you t h i n k  you remember Colonel  HENDERSON 
and Colone l  BARKER? 

A. Y e s ,  I do. Y e s ,  because Capta in  RIGGS was u p s e t .  

Did Capta in  RlGGS g e t  u p s e t  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  JONES? 

A. Which L ieu tenan t  JONES? 

Q- T h e  one that you knew? 

A. I b z l i e v e  h e  d i d ,  ye s .  

Q; L e t ' s  s e e  i f  t h i s  r e f r e s h e s  your  memory, "Captain ,  
I expec t  you t o  check t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  every  weapon i n  your  
company when you go i n t o  a  l a a g e r  a t  n i g h t .  T h a t ' s  your job ,  
y o u ' r e  company commander, t o  s e e  t h a t  eve ry th ing  i s  pu t  i n  i t s  
p rope r  p l a c e .  " 

A. W e l l ,  I w a s n ' t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  w a s  going on. 

Q. O h ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you d idn ' t - -we l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
i f  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander wou ldn ' t  have chewed o u t  t h e  company 
commander i n  f r o n t  of you. You a r e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  where noboay 
pays any a t t e n t i o n  t o  you,  b u t  y o u ' r e  expec ted  t o  be  r i g h t  t h e r e  
a l l  t h e  t i m e  w i t h  t h a t  r a d i o .  You are i n  an unusual  p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h e  company because you are always knowing w h a t ' s  going on. 
You know as much about  e v e r y t h i n g  as t h e  company commander does ,  
s o  t h a t ' s  why I say  t h a t  maybe you would have hea rd  t h i s .  

A. N o .  I b e l i e v e  I was q u i t e  a  ways from him when 
it was t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  b u t  I do remember BARKER jumping around,  
you know, making a l l  k i n d s  of  mad motions.  I n o t i c e d  t h i s  
d i s t i n c t l y .  

Q- Now, when you moved t h e  n e x t  day,  was t h e r e  any- 
t h i n g  i n c i d e n t a l  about  t h e  movement t o  t h e  h i l l  when you re-
jo ined  t h e  2d P la toon?  

A. I don1t b e l i e v e  so. 

-
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Q Okay. L e t ' s  s a y  y o u ' r e  on a h i l l  now. You spend
t h e  n i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  18 th .  
The nex t  morning you know t h a t  y o u ' r e  going t o  move o u t  and 
go over  t o  t h e  beach,  and move away from t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area. 
Everybody f e e l s  k i n d  of  r e l i e v e d  about t h i s ,  r i g h t ?  

A. R i g h t  . 
Q And one of t h e  t h i n g s  you d i d  n o t  want t o  do w a s  
go walking around i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r ea .  I t  w a s  bad enough 
as it was wi thou t  going down t o  a p l a c e  where you know you 'd  
run  i n t o  booby t r a p s .  So, on t h e  19t h  you marched, h iked ,  I 
would say  route-marched, ove r  t o  t h e  beach.  Can you r e c a l l  
whether  you h i t  t h e  beach i n  one column, was one p l a t o o n  r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  o r  d i d  you, a s  you approached t h e  beach,  2 o r  
3 k i lome te r s  o u t  maybe, s p r e a d  o u t  i n t o  two columns, two p la toons  
a b r e a s t  and t h e  3d P la toon  beh ind  them w i t h  t h e  commander? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  same day t h a t  a couple  of l i e u t e n a n t s  
went i n  and h i t  booby t r a p s .  

Q They h i t  booby t r a p s  down on t h e  b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  

A .  W e  a r r i v e d ,  s e p a r a t e d  by p l a t o o n s ,  on t h e  beach. 

Q. L e t  m e  ask you something. What p l a t o o n  l e a d  i n  
t h e  march from t h e  mountain t o  t h e  beach? A f t e r  a wh i l e ,  you 
went i n t o  company column, Do you r e c a l l  which p l a t o o n  l ead?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  t h e  1st  P la toon .  The 1st P la toon ,  

Q. The 1st P la toon  had been b e a t e n  up by t h e  mor ta r  
a t t a c k s .  

A. I s t i l l  t h i n k  it was L ieu tenan t  JONES. 

a. You t h i n k  it was L ieu tenan t  J O N E S ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Do you have anyth ing  t h a t  makes you t h i n k  it was 
JONES? 

A. NO, j u s t  t h e  1st P la toon .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  when you hea rd  t h e  f i n a l  count  on 
t h e  16th of March o p e r a t i o n ?  Remember what it was? I know 
you r e a d  ic i n  t h e  newspapers s i n c e .  
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A. The f i n a l  count k i l l e d ?  

Q 0 Y e s ,  remember what they were? 

A. Well, f o r  our company during t h e  t i m e  we repor ted  
about 46 k i l l e d ,  and then l a t e r  on it was r a i s e d  up t o  68 
k i l l e d .  

Q. That  was t h e  time you were i n .  

A. Y e s .  

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the 16 th  of March, t h i s  l a s t  
opera t ion .  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  h e a r  nothing. 

Q - Did you hear  about 128 VC K I A  and 3 weapons captured? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. This  i s  the  b i g g e s t  job t h e  11th Brigade has done 
s i n c e  you g o t  he re .  

A .  I can1t remember t h a t ,  no. 

Q - Maybe Char l i e  and Bravo Company r a d i o  over t o  
Alpha Company saying ,  "Hey, we d i d  r e a l  w e l l  today. How d i d  
you do?" 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember Bravo Company doing t h a t .  

Q Do you remember Captain MICHLES c a l l i n g  over and 
saylng ,  "We d i d  r e a l  w e l l  today. How d i d  you do?" 

A. W e l l ,  n o t  i n  those  words, no. 

Q e  No, I apprec ia te  t h a t .  There was a r a d i o  cornmuni-
ca t ion  obviously ? 

A. Yes. 

Q - You d o n ' t  remember Captain MEDINA saying  it t o  
Captain RIGGS?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  
, 
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Q - Do you remember on t h e  15th ,  Captain RIGGS coming 
back, saying t o  ga the r  t h e  platoon l eader s  toge the r  and per-
haps t h e  platoon se rgean t s .  When he i s sued  an o rde r ,  t o  whom 
d i d  he t a l k ,  t h e  platoon se rgean t s  and t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s ,  o r  
j u s t  t h e  p la toon l eader?  

A.  The p la toon l e a d e r s ,  who i n  t u r n  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
se rgean t s .  

Q Were you p r e s e n t  when he i s sued  the  o rde r?  

A. Some of it, yes.  

Q. Do you remember him coming back and saying  t h e  
t a s k  <force i s  going i n t o  P i n k v i l l e  again b u t  we've g o t  t h e  
milk run ,  o r  words t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q We've go t  i t  easy. The o the r  two a r e  going t o  
combat a s s a u l t ,  b u t  a l l  we have t o  do i s  move down and pick 
up a  blocking p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Yes, I do. We were a l l  disappointed.  

Q T e i i  my something about Captain RIGGS? Was he 
t h e  b l o o d t h i r s t y  type? Did he l i k e  t o  s e e  t h a t  body count? 

A.  No. Captain RIGGS a t  f i r s t  was one of t h e  s t i f f e s t  
C O ' s  we ever  had, b u t  a f t e r  a whi le  he learned  more o r  l e s s  
what it was a l l  about s o  he stopped. When he f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  
he d i d n ' t  want us t o  shoot  no one without  n o t i f y i n g  him f i r s t ,  
which you j u s t  c a n ' t  do t h a t .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, he wanted t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  f i r i n g ?  

A. Yes, he d id ,  completely. But l a t e r  on he eased 
up on t h a t .  He s a i d  t o  c a l l  "Halt"  t h r e e  t imes,  and i f  they 
j u s t  keep going j u s t  shoot  them o r  wound them f i r s t .  

Q Then t h e r e  was reason t o  b e l i e v e  he was--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, he was more o r  l e s s  scared .  

Q He was concerned? 
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A .  Yes. He was--well, t he  only CO we had i n  A Company. 
When he f i r s t  g o t  t h e r e ,  he made me walk away from him s o  they 
wouldn ' t  i d e n t i f y  him. S c  he more o r  l e s s  knew what was hap-
pening except  f o r  t h a t  one time., 

Q- Did he r e a l l y  go f o r  t h i s  burning down t h e  hootches 
and s t u f f ?  

A .  No, he  d i d n ' t ,  no. He'd have t o  have a reason 
behind t h a t .  Well, you f i r s t  have t o  n o t i f y  him, o r  it j u s t  
didn 't happen. 

a *  What about Lieutenant  WHITE? Was he a "go get 'em" 
type? 

A. No, t h e  only one was Lieutenant  J O N E S .  

Q Lieutenant  J O N E S  was t h e  r e ~ l"go get 'em", is  t h a t  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was he r e a l  aggress ive ,  d i d  he d i s l i k e  t h e  Viet-
namese, o r  d i d n ' t  he c a r e  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  a b o ~ tthem? 

A .  W e l l ,  I guess he cared  b u t  he j u s t  wanted t o  g e t  
a s  many k i l l s  a s  he  could. H e  was o u t  i n  the  f i e l d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  l a s t  couple days be fo re  he was t o  leave Vietnam. 

Q S  He was what? 

A. Out i n  the  f i e l d  t h e  l a s t  couple days be fo re  he 
was t o  l eave  Vietnam. He took Captain RIGGS' p lace  when he 
went on R&R, s o  he was t h e  CO of our company f o r  a while .  
He'd go o u t  on p a t r o l s ,  you know. He'd j u s t  drop us and go 
ou t  on p a t r o l s  by himself and me wi th  t h e  r a d i o ,  and h e ' d  
expect  me t o  keep up with him. 

Q And you were with him on these  p a t r o l s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. You mean he and you went out  on p a t r o l ?  

A.  Well, n o t  f a r  away from t h e  company. 
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Q Did he use Sergeant  BENGE i n  h i s  l i t t l e  s e c u r i t y  
group t o  any g r e a t  degree? 

A.  I t h i n k  they  were wi th  him most of the t i m e ,  ye s .  
I can remember on p a r t i c u l a r  day t h a t  we were up on t h e  h i l l s ,  
and w e  w e r e  j u s t  s i t t i n g  around. H e  decided t h e  a r e a  looked 
l i k e  it would ho ld  VC, s o  he took o f f  by h imse l f .  Then la ter  
on w e  heard him shoot  and h o l l e r  and y e l l .  I b e l i e v e  he k i l l e d  
two VC t h a t  day by h imse l f ,  and he  g o t  one weapon. 

Q This  he d i d  by h imse l f ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Did he g e t  himself  a g r e a t  b i g  S i l v e r  S t a r  f o r  
t h i s ?  

A. I s u r e  hope s o  because he  probably deserved it 
more than anyone e l s e .  

Q- H e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  i t c h i e r  on h i s  t r i g g e r  f i n g e r
than  t h e  o t h e r s  perhaps? 

A. H e  was, yes ,  he was. I remember one more i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  happened. We were walking along on t h i s  day ope ra t ion .  
I b e l i e v e  he w a s n ' t  t h e  CO a t  t h a t  t ime,  Capta in  Z I G G S  had 
r e tu rned .  H e  saw t h r e e  guys a t  t h e  waterhole  g e t t i n g  wa te r ,  
s o  he s h o t  a t  them and pu t  h o l e s  i n  t h e i r  can teens .  It  tu rned  
o u t  they w e r e  G I  I s ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  h i t  them. Captain RIGGS 
chewed ou t  Captain  J O N E S  f o r  doing it ,  and then  Captain RIGGS 
t o l d  them o f f  f o r  be ing  o u t  g e t t i n g  water  by themselves.  I 
guess he r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  w a i t  t o  see who it was b e f o r e  he s h o t .  

Q What range was t h i s ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I t  was q u i t e  f a r .  I d i d n ' t  eve r  s e e  them because 
I was walking behind them. 

Q Were they from t h e  same company, your  company? 

A. No, they  weren ' t .  They were from anocher company 
laagered  down on t h e  h i i l .  They s a i d  they  were from one 
company, b u t  Captain  RIGGS c a l l e d  them up and they s a i d  it 
w a s n ' t  t h e i r  men. You know, they must have been ly ing .  

a .  Do you know where Lieu tenant  J O N E S  is now? 

A.  No. 
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LTC BRANDT: I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was re-
ceived p r i o r  t o  t h e  company going on t h i s  opera t ion .  u i d  
Captain R I G G S  conduct a b r i e f i n g  of h i s  p la toon l eader s  p r i o r  
t o  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I remember one time. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  
same time. Yes, I b e l i e v e  it i s .  We were up on LZ Dot t i e  and 
BARKER came o u t .  He a c t u a l l y  gave us t h e  b r i e f i n g  on what was 
t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  t e l l i n g  us t h a t  these  would De regu la r  Vie t  
Cong, they were going t o  be North Vietnam r e g u l a r s .  That took 
p l a c e  on, I b e l i e v e  e i t h e r ,  LZ Uptight  o r  Dotti,e. I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

Q .  Was t h i s  t h e  evening be fo re  you moved down t o  your
blocking  p o s i t i o n ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was. I t  was i n  t h e  daytime. 

Q e  That would be on t h e  15th? 

A. Yes, t h e  next  day. 

Q- You d i d  accompany Captain R I G G S  t o  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Well, t h i s  b r i e f i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  the whole company 
w a s  t h e r e ,  p resen t .  Everyone s tood ou t s ide  and l i s t e n e d  whi le  
he was t a l k i n g .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  what Colonel BARKER s a i d ?  

A. Y e s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  w e  had been doing r e a l  good and 
he knew t h a t  he was running us ragged and a l l  t h i s .  Then he 
pu t  us i n  a  b locking  loca t ion .  He s a i d  t h a t  i f  we g e t  anything,  
it w i l l  be pushed i n t o  us.  And, you know, t o  be more a t  ease  
than  we usua l ly  a r e ,  because they a r e  more dangerous. 

Q Did he t e l l  you what t h e  mission of the  o t h e r  two 
companies was? 

A. Yes, he explained t h e  whole idea .  

Q How d i d  he say it. Can you g ive  me genera l ly  t h e  
concept of opera t ions  t h a t  he conveyed t o  t h e  company a t  t h a t  
time? 
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A. Yes, he brought out  a board wi th  him with a map 
on it. He a c t u a l l y  showed us where each one of would be 
loca ted ,  and how we'd swing i n .  

COL ARMSTRONG: B a s i c a l l y  what I t o l d  you? 

A. Yes. 

LTC BRANDT: What s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i d  you rece ive  i n  
regard  t o ,  l e t  ' s  say ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you'd be going through? 
W a s  t h e r e  any mention of burning any of t h e  hootches a t  t h a t  
b r i e f i n g ,  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  regard  t o  a c t i o n  t o  be taken i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  as  an example. Did he mention what t h e  
companies' missions were? 

A. He t o l d  us what each one of t h e  companies mission 
was, bu t  he d i d n ' t  mention burning t h e  hootches.  

He d l d n ' t  mention t h i s ?  

No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  he d id .  

Did he g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  during t h e  b r i e f i n gQ 
i n  regard t o  d i s p o s i t i o n  of r e t a i n e e s ,  what you should do 
with p r i soners?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember him saying anything about it, 
because by t h i s  time a l l  t h e  companies knew what t o  do with 
p r i soners  captured.  

Q- How d i d  you know t h a t ?  

A. Because each one of our companies had p r i s o n e r s  
before .  A l l  they d i d  was t a g  them and r e p o r t  them. 

Q. This was based on experience? 

A. Yes. 

COL ARMSTRONG: What d i d  you do with them? 

A .  We put  a POW t a g  on them and then repor ted  t h e m .  
I f  they could send a chopper out  f o r  them, they would. I f  
they d i d n ' t ,  we'd c a r r y  them along u n t i l  they could. 
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LTC BRANDT: How o f t e n  d i d  you have p r i soners  t h a t  you he ld ,  
Le t ' s  say ,  i n  t h e  company a r e a  overnight?  Was t h i s  a normal 
way t o  o p e r a t e ,  o r  normally were they evacuated ou t  as  soon 
as poss ib le?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one time we h e l d  them overnight ,  
b u t  j u s t  t h e  once. I don1t know what t h e  reason was. 

Q. What d i d  you do when you captured them? Did you 
have some s t e p s  t o  go through a s  f a r  a s  process ing  of p r i soners?  
Did you t a g  him? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you i n t e r r o g a t e  him? 

A. That  w a s  l e f t  up t o  t h e  company commander. He 
would come over  and ask him f o r  an I D  and, you know h e ' d  
ques t ion  him. If he thought maybe they could be Vie t  Cong, 
maybe he 'd  keep them. We'd t i e  h i m  up, g ive  him a t a g ,  and 
then  r a d i o  it i n .  

Q. To your knowledge then ,  any p r i soners  t h a t  were 
taken o r  any de ta inees  t h a t  were apprehended by A Company, 
as f a r  a s  t h e  platoons were concerned, would they be immediately 
brought  back t o  where the  company commander was o r  would they 
be he ld  up i n  t h e  platoon a reas?  

A. Well, most of the  time they 'd  be he ld  i n  the  p la toon 
areas. He'd be n o t i f i e d ,  and we'd go back t o  where they were. 

Q. Then you would go t o  them? 

A.  Yes, i f  i t  was convenient.  

Q. Did you have an i n t e r p r e t e r  wi th  you o r  Vietnamese 
i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. A t  t h i s  time I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we d id .  No, we d i d n ' t ,  
because I remember one time i n t e r p r e t e r s  came ou t  by chopper. 
No, w e  d i d n ' t  have any. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you wi tness  a l o t  of i n t e r p r e t e r s  i n t e r r o -
ga t ing  p r i soners?  Have you seen  t h a t  q u i t e  o f t en?  
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A. Y e s ,  I d id .  

Q How d i d  they t r e a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  when they w e r e  
i n t e r r o g a t i n g  them? 

A. W e l l ,  I knew t h a t  the A R V N ' s  w e r e - - w e  had an XO 
of  one company w i t h  us and r e p o r t e d  t h e  V i e t  Cong had k i l l e d  
h i s  family.  H e  was r e a l l y  rough on them, and i f  they  d i d n ' t  
say what he wanted he j u s t  kicked them. 

Q- Did you eve r  s e e  any American doing t h a t ?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. What'd Captain RIGGS do when he  saw this guy
kicking  them? 

A.  W e l l ,  h e ' d  more o r  l e s s  say t h a t  t hey  knew what 
a0 
a3 

they w e r e  doing. H e  d i d n ' t  understand t h e  language,  s o  he T4 
c o u l d n ' t  unders tand what they s a i d .  

Y* 

Q H e  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  s t o p  t h i s ?  

A .  No, he d i d n ' t .  

Q- Was L ieu tenan t  COKER k ind  of b l o o d t h i r s t y ?  

A. No, he wasn ' t ,  n o t  a t  a l l ,  wasn ' t  aggres s ive  a t  
a l l .  

LTC BRANDT: Le t  m e  go back. What was your unders tanding of  
the  type  of ope ra t ion  t h a t  was t o  be conducted? 

A .  I r e a l l y  thought we were i n  f o r  more t r o u b l e  than  
we g o t  h e r e  because he descr ibed  t o  us ,  BARKER d i d ,  what k ind  
of weapons they  w e r e  c a r r y i n g  and t h a t  w e  were i n  f o r  some 
rough going. 

9 During t h e  ope ra t ion  on t h e  day of t h e  1 6 t h ,  of 
course ,  you w e r e  moni tor ing t h e  r a d i o  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  command 
n e t ,  t h e  b a t t a l f o n  command n e t ,  o r  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  command n e t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. D i d  you t h i n k  t h a t  you had run up . a g a i n s t  t h e  type
of r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  Colonel BARKER had a n t i c i p a t e d ?  
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A.  No, I d i d n ' t ,  no. 

Q m  When d i d  t h i s  come t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  Did you 
r e a l i z e  t h i s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h a t  you weren ' t  meeting 
the  r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  you had expected, o r  t h a t  B Company o r  
C Company weren ' t  meeting t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  was expected? 

A. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  r e a l i z e  how deep we were u n t i l  w e  
g o t  i n  ourse lves .  I was monitoring what t h e  o t h e r  companies 
were saying,  b u t  I ' d  say they repor ted  about 40 k i l l e d  and 
usual ly  t h e y ' d  have about 10 k i l l e d .  They'd go over t h e i r  
head t o o  many. 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, they i n f l a t e d  t h e  k i l l e d  as  f a r  
a s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g .  Is t h a t  what you ' r e  saying? 

A. Y e s .  

Q - They repor ted  more than  they would k i l l ?  

A.  Yes, because they r e p o r t  k i l l i n g  them, and then 
r i g h t  a f t e r  they r e p o r t  it we 'd go through t h e  a r e a  and t h e r e ' d  
be no bodies  t h e r e ,  no s ign  of blood o r  anything. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  a s  f a r  as  enemy c a s u a l t i e s  
are concerned t h a t  came over t h e  command n e t  during t h a t  oper- 
a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q - Was t h e r e  anything unusual t h a t  you heard over 
t h e  r a d i o  dur ing  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Not t h a t  I could remember. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, Colonel 
BARKER, i s s u i n g  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  k i l l i n g ?  I should 
th ink  you would have heard t h a t  a s  it came over t h e  command 
n e t .  Do you r e c a l l  anything l i k e  t h i s ?  This  would be abnormal 
as f a r  as an opera t ion  i s  concerned. 

A. No, I don ' t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Stop t h e  burning? 

A. S top  the  burning I might have heard during t h i s  
opera t ion ,  b u t  n o t  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g .  I know I heara  s t o p  t h e  
burning over  t h e  r a d i o ,  but I d o n ' t  remember when. -
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LTC BRANDT: You remember about when this was, what time 
durlng t h e  day? 

A. I t  was towards t h e  e a r l y  af ternoon,  about 2 o r  3 
o !clock. 

Q About 2 o r  3 o 'c lock ,  e a r l y  af ternoon? 

A - Yes. 

COL ARMSTRONG: A t  about 3:  30 i n  the  af te rnoon,  was an o rde r  
i s sued  f o r  C Company t o  go back t o  My Lai and count t h e  bodies? 

A. Yes ; 

Q - And r e p o r t  t h e  age and sex? 

A. Yes. 

Q Then another  t ransmiss ion  came i n ,  and what d i d  
it say? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. m a t  w a s  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  commanding genera l?  

A. During t h a t  opera t ion?  

Q SABRE 6? 

A. Poss ib ly ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. What was t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of the  regimental  commander 
o r  br igade  commander? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q .  Do you remember where a voice came and d i r e c t e d  
C Company back t o  confirm t h e  body count and r e p o r t  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, I remember t h i s .  

Q. Then Captain MEDINA s a i d :  "Heck, we ' r e  too  f a r  
back and we ' r e  j u s t  about ready t o  g e t  i n t o  a n i g h t  l aager .  
I t ' s  a long way back over  t h e r e ,  and I know t h e r e ' s  only 20 
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o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d .  They w e r e n ' t  counted i n  t h e  body count  
and they  w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  I d o n ' t  want t o  move t h e  
company back t h e r e .  !! The o t h e r  voice from b a t t a l i o n ,  which 
i s  r e a l l y  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S 3 ,  s a y s :  "You've g o t  t o  go back. 
We've g o t  t o  have t h i s  i n fo rma t ion . "  Then ano the r  vo ice  c u t s  
i n  and s a y ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander s ays  : "No! Do n o t  send 
t h a t  company back through t h e r e .  " Now, t h i s  happened about  
3:15, t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n .  I t  came i n t o  your  r a d i o ,  I know t h i s .  
Can you remember whether t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S 3  r e a l l y  t o l d  Capta in  
MEDINA o r  C h a r l i e  Company t o  go back and count t h e  bod ie s  a s  
w e l l  as check t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  bodies?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what it was. 

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him s a y i n g  i t  was t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  and h e  j u s t  g o t  t h e  company i n ,  and b e s i d e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  more t han  2 0  o r  30 c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e r e  and they  
h a d n ' t  counted them anyway, t h e y ' d  been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  L e t  m e  ask you t h i s .  You remember i n  
your  normal o p e r a t i o n s  w i th  Task Force  Barker  any t ime  where 
t h e  choppers f l e w  cover  f o r  you? 

A. T h e r e ' s  s o  many t i m e s  I can I t - -

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Primo. Do you know which one I ' m  
t a l k i n g  abou t  when I say  Primo? Does t h a t  sound f a m i l i a r ?  

A.  Y e s .  The Primo s h i p s  we've had q u i t e  o f t e n .  

Q- Do you remember one i n c i d e n t  where t h e  company w a s  
marching a long  and a Primo b i r d  was o u t  s c o u t i n g  and p r o t e c t i n g  
you, and q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  o u t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  and o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  
pe rhaps  a l i t t l e  b i t  beyond t h e  edge of  a v i l l a g e .  One of  t h e  
Premo b i r d s ,  t h e  one f l y i n g  low, s a y s ,  "Hey, I g o t  one,  I see 
one.  I ' m  going t o  co rne r  him." H e  cornered  him. "Okay, g e t  
some guys o u t  h e r e ,  p i c k  t h i s  guy up" H e  was c i r c l i n g  o u t  
t h e r e ,  c i r c l i n g  around and around,  and I ' m  s u r e  you had t o  
c a l l  down t o  t h e  l e a d  p l a t o o n ,  "Get somebody o v e r  t h e r e  t o  
p i c k  them up. See t h a t  b i r d  c i r c l i n g . "  

A .  I remember one t i m e  we had Primo b i r d s  o u t ,  b u t  
t h a t  w a s  Cap ta in  SHELTON aga in .  
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Q. What happened then?  

A. W e  w e r e  up on t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  ' t ime .  W e  s e e n  t w o  
V i e t  Cong a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  and it was t o o  deep f o r  any of us 
t o  c r o s s .  When t h e  Primo b i r d  came, me and t h e  CO went over  
on it. W e  g o t  one of  them i n  a h o l e ,  b u t  t h e  o t h e r  one w e  
c o u l d n ' t  f i n d .  So we f lew back a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  

Q. Did you g e t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  man wi th  you? 

A. Y e s ,  w e  b rought  him wi th  us. 

Q. W a s  h e  armed? 

A. No, h e  w a s n ' t .  H e  was an o l d e r  man. 

Q - H e  was an o l d e r  man? 

A. So anyway, w e  g o t  back a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and w e  
s een  t h e  o t h e r  man running ,  b u t  we c o u l d n ' t  h i t  him. 

A 
m 
04 

Q The t ime I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about ,  t hey  c a l l e d  down and w 

s a i d :  "Get some guys over  he re . "  So two men were s e n t  o u t  
from t h e  l e a d i n g  p l a toon?  

\ 

A. That  aga in  might be  t h e  t i m e  when--I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
it w a s  t h e  Primo b i r d s  on them. They threw a smoke o u t  of t h e  
chopper t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  V C ' s  l o c a t i o n ,  and whoever d i d  it h i t  
him on t h e  head and knocked him o u t .  

Q Knocked o u t  t h e  VC? 

A. Y e s ,  p r e t t y  good knockout I ' d  say .  

Q. Did you g e t  t h e  guy. Did you b r i n g  him i n  and 
c a p t u r e  him? 

A. Y e s .  And t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  one t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  
k i l l e d  by a chopper. We went o u t  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where h e  
w a s  supposed t o  have been p icked  o f f ,  b u t  we c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  him. 

Q Okay. The one I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  it ended up w i t h  
t h e  p i l o t  chewing o u t  your  company commander. H e  w a s  real  mad 
a t  him, and t h i s  i s  a war ran t  o f f i c e r  t a l k i n g  t o  a c a p t a i n .  
H e ' s  s o  mad h e  c a n ' t  see s t r a i g h t .  He s a y s :  "I  s i t  h e r e  and 
co rne r  t h i s  guy t o  g e t  a p r i s o n e r ,  and I expose myself and 
my equipment and my crew f o r  20 minutes .  When you come up 
t h e r e ,  you shoo t  him. I t  w i l l  be  a c o l d  day i n  h e l l  b e f o r e  
I'll e v e r  c a p t u r e  ano the r  guy f o r  you." Remember t h i s ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t .  I remember one t i m e  when t h e  chopper 
come o u t  because we got  a l l  t h e  weapons, you know, t h a t  
supposedly our  company g e t s  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  weapons. I c a n ' t  
remember anything l l k e  t h a t .  

Q. I understand t h a t  one t ime a chopper p i l o t  had 
q u i t e  a conversat ion wi th  Captain RIGGS going on t h e  r a d i o  
about t h e  weapon of a guy they had pinned down. Your people 
had gone o u t  and seen t h i s ,  and Captain R I G G S  s a i d  d o n ' t  worry 
about it, h e ' d  s e e  they got  t h e  weapon. 

A .  Yes, t h a t ' s  t h e  t ime I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  But about 
k i l l i n g ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q The chopper p i l o t  c a l l e d  down, and Captain RIGGS 
c a l l e d  t h e  platoon l eader  and s a i d ,  "What happened o u t  t h e r e ,  
what 'd you do wi th  t h a t  guy?" The platoon l e a d e r  s a i d  t o  w a i t  
j u s t  a second, he would check. He s t a r t s  t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  r i f l e -
men, and apparent ly  he  h e l d  t h e  key down on t h i s  r a d i o ,  and he 
says ,  "What happened o u t  t h e r e ? "  The guy d i d n ' t  answer. The 
p la toon l e a d e r  says :  "You -mean t o  t e l l  me he was a Vie t  Cong, 
you found a grenade i n  h i s  pocket ."  "He was a Vie t  Cong, s o  we 
s h o t  him." The t h e  platoon l e a d e r  went through t h e  r egu la r  
r a d i o  procedure,  and c a l l e d  back and repor ted  t o  t h e  company 
commander. "He was a Vie t  Cong; they found a grenade i n  h i s  
pocket." But t h e  only t h i n g  was because t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  had 
h i s  key depressed on h i s  t r a n s m i t t e r ,  t h i s  went r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  
through a l l  of t h e  r a d i o s ,  his convers t a t ion  with t h e  r i f l e -
men, and up i n t o  t h e  chopper. Now, would you have remembered 
t h a t  i f  t h a t  had happened? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember it happening. 
No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it happened because I remember everyth ing  
t h a t  happened a t  My Lai .  I remember t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Do you remember t h e  tunnel  r a t ?  

A. Which was t h a t ?  

Q. The company tunne l  r a t ,  do you remember who t h a t  
was? EIKENBERRY? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, b u t  we had one one t ime.  
Y e s ,  he  was a s h o r t ,  chubby guy. 

Q =  What kind of guy was he? 
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A .  H e  was a sca ry  person, b u t  he wouldn ' t  k i l l  o r  
anything. 

Q - H e  was a good k id?  

A. Yes. He took a l o t  of chances. I remember one 
time w e  found V i e t  Cong camped underground. He went i n  and 
s h o t  two V i e t  Cong i n  t h e  tunne l ,  and I b e l i e v e  he s h o t  those  
w i t h  a .45. 

Q - He g o t  t h r e e  'Bronze S t a r s  f o r  va lo r?  

A. I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q - Do you th ink  he earned them? 

A. 1 t h l n k  he d i d ,  yes.  There was no one e l s e  t h a t  
would go i n  those tunne l s ,  

LTC BRANDT: I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  you now about some t r a i n i n g  
mat ters .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  when d i d  you jo in  t h e  l l t h  Brlgade? 

A. I joined them when they were i n  Hawaii. About 
November, yes ,  about November. 

Q. Where d id  ycu cone from? 

A .  I came o f f  leave  from my--I came o f f  leave  t o  
Denver, b u t  I was i n  F o r t  Gordon, Georgia. I w a s  a holdover 
t h e r e .  I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  my school ing.  

Q. So you were one of t h e  l a s t  people,  probably wi th  
t h e  l a s t  group, t o  come i n  and jo in  t h e  l l t h  Brigade. 

A.  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I was t h e  only one t o  come i n  
a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  

Q e  You were t h e  only one? 

A. Yes. 

Q Now, you joined t h e  br igade  and you were asslgned 
t o  t h e  headquar ters  company a t  t h a t  t ime, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 
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Q I n  o t h e r  words, was t h i s  t h e  3/1? 

A.  Yes, 

Q - This  i s  t h e  same b a t t a l i o n  i n  which you were i n  
t h e  headquarters  company? 

A. Yes. 

Q - And you were t h e  only person, you say,  t h a t  was 
assigned a t  t h a t  time.. I n  o t h e r  words, you came as  an i n d i v i -
dual ,  you d i d n ' t  come i n  a group? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  come wi th  a group. I flew i n  by 
myself. 

Q- Were t h e r e  o t h e r  people t h a t  joined a t  t h e  same 
time o r  r i g h t  w i t h i n  t h a t  t ime frame? 

A .  W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  two came about a week and one-half 
l a t e r .  

, 
Q- How long was t h i s  b e f o r e  you a c t u a l l y  deployed t o  
Vietnam? 

A. About a month and one-half .  

Q About a month and one-half .  Were you immediately 
assigned as  a switchboard opera to r  when you a r r ived?  

A. No. When I a r r i v e d  what we were doing was i n  t h e  
process of packing everyth ing  aboard s h i p  t o  move. We were 
boxing s t u f f .  Once we go t  t o  Vietnam, t h a t ' s  when we decided 
who would go t o  where. 

Q e  Then you were assigned as a switchboard opera to r  
once you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  yes.  

Q- So b a s i c a l l y  during t h i s  month t h a t  you spen t  wi th  
the b r igade  i n  Hawaii, p r i m a r i l y  what you d i d  was prepared f o r  
movement? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
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Q Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  du r ing  your  s t a g  i n  
Hawaii? 

A t  Not much t r a i n i n g .  

Q When d i d  you g e t  an M - 1 6 ?  Did you g e t  it j u s t  p r i o r  
t o  movement? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  so, y e s .  

Q You went o u t  t o  t h e  range? 

A .  Right.  

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any c lassroom i n s t r u c t i o n s  on 
s u b j e c t s  such a s  hand l ing  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A.  No, w e  d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any c lassroom i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  
Geneva Convention w h i l e  you w e r e  i n  Hawaii? 

A .  No. They might have done t h i s  b e f o r e  I ' d  gone t h e r e .  

Q .  But i n  your  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e ,  do you r e c a l l  any 
such i n s t r u c t i o n s  be ing  given.  Poss ib ly  you d i d n ' t  a t t e n d .  

No, I d i d n ' t  a t t e n d .  

Q Did they  g i v e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on r e p o r t i n g  a t r o c i -
t i e s ?  

A. No, t hey  d i d n ' t .  

Q No i n s t r u c t i o n  on t h a t  e i t h e r  wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  
Hawaii? I ' m  j u s t  con f in ing  my q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  of  t i m e  
t h a t  you w e r e  i n  Hawaii? 

A.  No, t hey  d i d n ' t .  

Q When d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  coun t ry ,  Vietnam? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was about  December 19 th .  

Q About t h e  1 9 t h  of December, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q What p r i m a r i l y  d i d  you do i n i t i a l l y  upon your  
a r r i v a l  i n  Vietnam? 
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A .  W e  go t  there--we set  up t e n t s  f i r s t  of a l l .  

Q. Right. 

A.  Then w e  moved a l l  o u r  equipment. We made a DTOC, 
and then we went r i g h t  i n t o  opera t ions .  

Q - Did you a t t e n d  any c l a s s e s  t h a t  were presented by 
members of t h e  3d Brigade of t h e  4th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion? Do 
you r e c a l l  any c l a s s e s  t h a t  you a t tended t h a t  they gave you? 

A .  No, I don ' t .  

Q. You went r i g h t  i n t o  opera t ions .  Now, t h a t  was as 
a switchboard opera tor?  

T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q m  You d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  any in-country t r a i n i n g  t h a t  
you are aware o f ?  

I 

A. No, we d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you n e a r  of any in-country t r a i n i n g  being 
presented?  

A.  No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Therefore,  t h e  only t r a i n i n g  t h a t  you had b a s i c a l l y
wi th  t h e  br igade  was f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  wi th  t h e  M - 1 6  t h a t  took 
p lace  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  movement i n  Hawaii, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q .  When you were ass igned t o  A Company, d i d  you ever  
r ece ive  any b r i e f i n g  on handl ing p r i soners  of war? 

A .  No. 

Q Did you ever  r ece ive  any b r i e f i n g s  on repor t ing
a t r o c i t i e s ?  

A .  No. 

Q - Bid you ever  r e c e i v e  a b r i e f i n g  on t h e .  r u l e s  of 
engagement, when you could f i r e  and when you could no t  f i r e ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  regard  t o  working i n  b u i l t u p  a reas  o r  v i l l a g e s ?  

-
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A. Not a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  l a t e r  on we l ea rned  these  
t h i n g s .  

Q These were a l l  t h ings  t h a t  you had accumulated 
over  a per iod  of time a s  f a r  a s  your knowledge? 

A- Yes. 

Q - I n  o t h e r  words, you picked them up a l i t t l e  b i t  
h e r e  and a l i t t l e  b i t  t h e r e  a s  opera t ions  went on? 

A. Yes, they might have done it i n  t h e  company be fo re  
I was t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t a  t h e r e ,  b u t  they d i d n ' t  do it f o r  me a s  
an ind iv idua l .  

Q- Did you have any of t h i s  type of i n s t r u c t i o n  
be fo re  you joined t h e  11th  Brigade i n  Hawaii? 

Q • You g o t  t h e r e  l a t e  i n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  cyc le ,  ana 
which u n i t  d i d  you say you came from? 

A. I aame from s t r a i g h t  ou t  of school  a t  F o r t  Gordon, 
Georgia. 

Q S t r a i g h t  out  of school .  That was r a d i o  school ,  
communications? 

A. That was r a d i o t e l e t y p e  school .  

Q. I s e e .  L e t t s  go back t o  your b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  Can 
you r e c a l l  what type of i n s t r u c t i o n  you rece ived  during b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  on those  s u b j e c t s  which I mentioned? 

A. Well, t he  c l a s s e s  we had were p r e t t y  thorough. 
They t o l d  us what was expected when you d i d  capture  a p r i s o n e r ,  
how t o  t a g  them, and what you pu t  on t h e  t a g ,  which I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q - But they covered t h i s  a s  f a r  a s  the  procedures? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q- Did they t a l k  about searching  t h e  p r i soners?  Did 
they t a l k  about segrega t ing  t h e  l eader s  from t h e  t roops?  

A: Yes. 
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Q- Did they  t a l k  about safeguarding p r i s o n e r s  i n  any 
r e s p e c t ?  

A. Yes, they d i d ,  because I r e c a l l  them t e l l i n g  us 
t o  pu t  them s e p a r a t e  i n  o rde r  f o r  them no t  t o  t a l k  t o  each 
o t h e r .  

Q. Yes, b u t  did--were you i n s t r u c t e d  t o  p r o t e c t  them 
from inhumane' t rea tment?  Was t h a t  covered? 

A.  Yes, it w a s .  

Q e  Can you r e l a t e  t o  me what you were t o l d ?  

A. Well, they j u s t  t o l d  us t o  leave  the  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
up t o  t h e  people who knew how t o  handle them. What we, you 
know, lower ranks should do wi th  t h e  p r i s o n e r ,  they  t o l d  us t o  
j u s t  t i e  them up and guard them, and make s u r e  they were w e l l  
taken c a r e  o f .  

Q Now, going back t o  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  r e c a l l i n g  
t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i s  t h i s  b a s i c a l l y  what you experienced i n  
Vietnam as f a r  a s  t h e  method of handl ing p r i s o n e r s ,  o r  i s  t h i s  
con t ra ry  t o  t h e  way you handled p r i s o n e r s  i n  Vietnam? 

A .  Well, you have a l l  k inds  of people. Some p r i s o n e r s  
were taken c a r e  of real w e l l ,  and o t h e r s  were r e a l  bad. 

Q - Can you r e l a t e  some i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  would show m e  
t h a t  some were taken c a r e  of very w e l l  and o t h e r s  n o t  s o  we l l ?  

A. I t ' s  when t h e  CO was i n  on it. They wexe t i e d  up 
and jumped on. 

Q. When t h e  CO was p r e s e n t  t h i s  happened? 

A. Right.  When he w a s n ' t ,  t h e  lower ranks would j u s t  
more o r  l e s s  f i d d l e  around wi th  them, punched them and th ings  
l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. Now, w a s  t h i s  j u s t  rough handl ing  o r  was it actu-
a l l y  abuse? 

(MARCK) 
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A. No, it was j u s t  a l i t t l e  rough handl ing.  It d i d n ' t  
go t o  any extremes. 

Q .  You've never seen a case of an extreme--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, no. 

Q - A s  f a r  as handl ing a PW? 

A. N o .  

Q. Did you have t h i s  l i t t l e  card  t h a t  was i s sued ,  a 
MACV card? Did you have a copy of t h a t ,  o r  d i d  you ever  r e c e i v e  
a copy of it on handl ing PW's? You could r e f e r  t o  it, and it 
s a i d  you can do t h i s  b u t  you c a n ' t  do t h i s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exh ib i t  
M-3) . 
A. Not t h a t  I remember, no. 

Q- Did you c a r r y  a Code of Conduct card  i n  your w a l l e t  
o r  i n  your pocket? Do you r e c a l l  whether you had a Code of 
Conduct card? 

A. I rece ived  one, b u t  I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  it, no. 

Q. Where d id  you r e c e i v e  t h i s  card? 

A. Back i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  

Q But when you were wi th  the  11th  Brigade, you c a n ' t  ' 

ever  remember g e t t i n q  a ca rd  when you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, a 
Code of Conduct ca rd ,  handl ing of PW's? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Can you remember a Rogers Rangers card? Does 
t h a t  s t r i k e  a f a m i l i a r  tone? Did you ca r ry  any cards with you, 
o r  d i d  you r e c e i v e  any of t h e s e  l i t t l e  cards when you came i n t o  
Vietnam? 

A .  Not t h a t  I remember. I know I d i d n ' t  ca r ry  them 
wi th  me, because you j u s t  c a n ' t  do t h a t .  
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Q. W e l l ,  what I wanted t o  do was I wanted t o  show 
you some of t h e s e  cards.  These a r e  Exhib i t s  M-2 ,  M-3, and 
M-4.  Have you ever  seen any such card? S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  when 
I say "Enemy i n  Your Hands," t h a t ' s  t h e  handl ing of p r i soners  
of war. That was on t h e  f i r s t  page, M-3. 

A. N o ,  I d i d n ' t .  I never rece ived  any of them. 

a* You have never rece ived  a  card  t h a t  looks l i k e  
t h i s ?  

A. No. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you wear dog t ags?  

A. No. Out t h e r e  i t ' s  j u s t  t o o  much noise  t o  wear 
dog t a g s .  

Q You d i d n ' t  have them on you a t  a l l ?  

A. You c a r r i e d  them with you i n  your pocket', b u t  you 
d idn l , t  wear them. 

Q- Who checked t o  make s u r e  you had them i n  your
pocket? 

A. - No one, I guess.  

Q When do you t ake  you malar ia  p i l l s ?  

A. When I f i r s t  g o t  i n  country,  Captain TRINKLE seen 
t h a t  we took them. Af te r  t h a t ,  it was on your own. 

Q. You even tua l ly  go t  malar ia?  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well, we c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  them t o  
chopper it ou t  t o  us. 

Q e  You couldntt what? 

A. Have them choppered o u t  t o  us. 

Q Why? 

(MARCK) 35 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-3'79 -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  Sometimes they  are p r e t t y  busy,  you know, du r ing  
resupply ing  pe r iods .  A l l  they  could b r i n g  o u t  was decent  food 
s o  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  malar ia .  

Q. I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  argue wi th  you, b u t  how much e f f o r t  
would it t ake  t o  b r i n g  o u t  ma la r i a  p i l l s  t o  t h e  company? 

A. Not much, b u t  t h e  medics d i d n ' t  c a r r y  none. 

Q The medics d i d n ' t .  Why d i d n ' t  they come o u t  every 
day wi th  your chow o r  your wa te r?  

A. The l a s t  month w e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  they d i d  s t a r t  coming 
ou t  w i th  chow. 

Q Y e s ,  a f t e r  you'd s p e n t  a month and one-nalf i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  

A .  But they d o n ' t  come o u t  every t i m e .  

Q e  When they  d i d  come o u t ,  d i d  anybody see t h a t  you 
took thern? 

A.  Y e s ,  f o r  a whi le  they had us a l l ,  you know, they 
were t h e r e  when you would go through t h e  chow l i n e .  The medic 
was s t and ing  a t  t h e  end of t h e  chow l i n e ,  making s u r e  you took 
them. 

Q You mean t h e  company commander d i d n ' t  do t h i s ?  

A .  W e l l ,  no, h e ' s  g o t  t h e  medic t o  do t h i s .  

Q- P r e t t y  soon nobody made s u r e  t h a t  t h e  medic d i d  
it, and p r e t t y  soon t h e  medic g o t  t i r e d  of doing it. 

A. I guess so .  

a* And then  you d i d n ' t  scream? 

A. No. 

LTC BRANDT: L e t  m e  go back t o  one q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w e  covered 
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on various s u b j e c t s .  I want t o  make s u r e  I inc lude  this. Did 
you ever  r ece ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  on what c o n s t i t u t e s  a lawful  
order?  I n  o t h e r  words, what an o f f i c e r  may t e l l  you t o  do and 
whether i t ' s  lawful  o r  not?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q- I n  your Army c a r e e r ,  d i d  you ever  r ece ive  any of 
t h i s  type of i n s t r u c t i o n ?  

A. I might have back i n  b a s i c .  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q- That would have been the t ime, as you r e c a l l ,  that 
you would have rece ived  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  I f  a t  a l l ,  it would have been back then.  

Q - You d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  you ever  received anything such 
as  t h i s  whi le  you were assigned t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade o r  t o  
A/3/1? 

A. No. 

Q. Am I c o r r e c t  then,  from our  conversat ion,  that 
while  you were wi th  t h e  l l t h  Brigade you rece ived  no i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  on c o n s t i t u t i o n  of a lawful  order?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a c l a s s  being presented,  o r  a b r i e f i n g  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  o n - t h e  procedure f o r  r e p o r t i n g  a t roc -  
i t i e s ,  on t h e  r u l e s  of engagement, o r  on t h e  t r ea tmen t  of 
p r i soners  of war. 

A. No, those  were th ings  we were t o  p ick  up by our-
se lves .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  You ass imi la ted  t h i s  information then ,  
whatever knowledge you d i d  have o r  have now as  a r e s u l t  of con-
duct ing opera t ions  and p icking  up b i t s  and p ieces .  But t o  your 
knowledge, you never had any type  of a formal o r  semi-formal 
c l a s s ,  e i t h e r  i n  Hawaii o r  i n  Vietnam, which l a i d  out  your 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  an ind iv idua l?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  
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COL ARMSTRONG: L e t ' s  make a couple  of h y p o t h e t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  
I j u s t  want t o  see what your r e a c t i o n  IS,  s o  answer t h e  way 
t h a t  you can. I t  hasn ' t  anyth ing  t o  do wi th  what a c t u a l l y  
happened anyway. Your p la toon  l e a d e r  says  t o  you a s  y o u ' r e  
marching through a v i l l a g e ,  "Get t h a t  one." I t ' s  a woman who 
i s  marching towards you. A r e  you going t o  s h o o t  h e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  I ' d  look a t  h e r  f i r s t  t o  s e e  i f  she was armed 
o r  anything.  

Q L e t ' s  say  i t ' s  an unarmed woman walking towards you. 

A. No. 

Q. Even i f  your p l a toon  l e a d e r  says ,  "Shoot them, 
MARCK, shoo t  h e r . "  What a r e  you going t o  do? 

A. There is  no case  l i k e  t h a t  i n  our  company. 

Q • I unders tand t h a t ,  b u t  what happens t o  you, a s  an  
American s o l d i e r ,  i f  your o f f i c e r  says  shoo t  h e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  i n  t h a t  case ,  you know, it c a n ' t  be c a r r i e d  
o u t  t o  extremes. Because i f  it does go t o  a h i g h e r ,  you can 
t e l l  them t h e  c i rcumstances  and he could be proven wrong. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  You're say ing  you would r e f u s e  o r  you
wouldn ' t  r e f u s e ?  

A. I would r e f u s e .  

Q Now, t h e r e ' s  something t h a t  t r a i n s  you t o  say t h a t  
you would r e f u s e .  Is t h i s  because of your c i l r i l i a n  t r a i n i n g  
t h a t  you r ece ived  i n  your development a s  a youth i n  America, 
o r  is  it what you were t a u g h t  somewhere i n  t h e  Army? 

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  j u s t  l i v i n g  among people.  There 
was a case  i n  Vietnam where w e  d i d  shoot  a 14-year-old g i r l ,  b u t  
she  was armed, 

Q - Oh, t h i s  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about a 
f i g h t e r  o r  a w a r r i o r ,  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h i s .  What I ' m  
say ing  i s  would you obey an unlawful o r d e r  t h a t  you recognize  
a s  an unlawful o rde r?  
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A. No, I wouldn't .  

Q- Do you have any f e e l i n g  a t  a l l  t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  of 
th ing  could happen i n  your company, where an unlawful o rde r  
would be i s sued  and it would be obeyed? 

A. No. It  cou ldn ' t  have happened i n  our  company. 
People were too  s e n s i b l e .  They knew it would be r i g h t  o r  
they wouldn ' t  g ive  an o rde r  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I n  o t h e r  woras, you have t h e  confidence t h a t  your 
o f f i c e r s  and your N C O ' s  weren ' t  about t o  g ive  you t h i s  order?  

A. Right.  They wouldn't  ask it. 

Q. Let  m e  ask you t h i s .  This could have happened. 
You s e e  a couple of your buddies abusing a p r i s o n e r .  You a r e  
t h e  company commander's RTO. No o f f i c e r  o r  any s e n i o r  N C O ' s  
a r e  around. What a r e  you going t o  do about i t ?  These a r e  
your f r i e n d s .  

A. I t  a l l  depends on t h e  circumstances around t h a t  
day, as long as  it i s n ' t  c a r r i e d  t o  extremes. 

Q. They a r e  t e a s i n g  t h i s  guy, and one of them is  
about t o  t ake  a c i g a r e t t e  and put  it o u t  on t h e  cheek of h i s  
face.  

A. No, I cou ldn ' t  s e e  t h a t .  

Q- What would you do? 

A. Well, I ' d  probably go t e l l  any o f f i c e r  t h a t  was 
around. 

Q- No o f f i c e r s  a r e  around. What a r e  you going t o  do? 

A .  I ' d  t e l l  a s e r g e a n t  who has  more rank than be 
because I know--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Suppose t h i s  i s  a se rgean t?  

39 APP T-379 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. W e l l ,  it c o u l d n ' t  b e  t h e  s e r g e a n t  i n  charge.  

Q Suppose i t ' s  one of  t h e  s e r g e a n t s ,  and you see 
him s t a r t  t o  do t h i s .  There i s  nobody t o  t u r n  t o .  Now t h i s  
can happen. 

A. I t  probably has  be fo re .  I n  a case  l i k e  t h i s ,  I ' d  
probably t e l l  him tha t . . . .  

Q Do you t h i n k ,  o r  would you l i k e  t o  f e e l  t h a t  you
could say t o  c u t  it ou t?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  I t h i n k  I could.  

Q- You might n o t ,  b u t  you l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  you
would? 

A. Y e s .  

Q You a s  a s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army would 
be r e q u i r e d  t o  do t h i s .  Do you know t h a t ?  You would be re-
q u i r e d  t o  t ake  a c t i o n  t o  s t o p  t h e  abuse of a p r i s o n e r  by any-
one. This  is  one of your m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s ,  even though i t ' s  a 
s e n i o r  doing t h e  abusing of t h e  p r i s o n e r .  Now, I want you t o  
know t h a t  t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  po l i cy .  

A .  W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  

Q. I t ' s  n o t  only t h e  p o l i c y ,  b u t  i t ' s  your  d e f i n i t e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  disobey an i l l e g a l  o rde r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  when 
it encompassed abuse,  committing a war crime, a crime a g a i n s t  
humanity, o r  v i o l a t i n g  well-known p o l i c i e s .  I t ' s  your duty  t o  
r e f u s e  t o  obey t h a t  k ind  of o r d e r .  

Thank you a l o t  f o r  coming i n ,  M r .  MARCK. Now, I ' d  
l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you again t h a t  w e  c a n ' t  t e l l  you n o t  t o  
t a l k  about t h i s ,  b u t  i f  you r e c a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  w e  r e q u e s t  
t h a t  you n o t  t a l k  about what went on i n  h e r e  wi th  anyone. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  

(MARCK ) 40 
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Q* This  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  information 
t h a t  w e  do g e t ,  and one smal l  f a sh ion  may be way out  of propor-
t i o n  t o  what ' s  r e a l l y  going on. I f  any o f f i c i a l  body of inves-
t i g a t o r s ,  whether it be a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
asks you t o  come and t e s t i f y  o r  comes and t akes  a s ta tement  from 
you, your be ing  here  d o e s n ' t  s t o p  t h i s ,  and the  reques t  I made 
does n o t  apply t h e r e .  But anybody e l s e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  anybody 
e l s e  who might have been c a l l e d  h e r e  a s  a wi tness ,  we'd p r e f e r  
you n o t  t a l k  about it. I want t o  thank you very much. Now, 
i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you might, on your way back home f o r  
ins t ance ,  t h i n k  o f  something. I f  you do, w i l l  you p lease  g e t  
hold of Major COOP o r  myself. Major COOP w i l l  g ive  you t h e  
information how t o  do t h i s .  C a l l  us,  and we w i l l  be  very happy 
t o  t a k e  down t h e  information.  We'd apprec ia te  your doing t h i s .  
I f  you happen by chance t o  have some photographs o r  some papers 
o r  l e t t e r s  t h a t  you wrote  home t o  your mother o r  your wife  o r  
something l i k e  t h i s ,  i f  you read  them over  and t h i s  again sparks 
your memory, p l e a s e  t e l l  us about it. P i c t u r e s  we would l i k e  t o  
have. W e  would reproduce them quickly  and g e t  them r i g h t  back 
t o  you, t h e  o r i g i n a l .  We a l s o  g ive  everybody an opportuni ty t o  
ask ques t ions  of us o r  t o  make a s ta tement  i f  they wish,  and I 
g ive  you t h i s  oppor tuni ty  r i g h t  now. 

A. I have no s ta tement .  

Q Well, again,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  your cooperat ion.  You 
d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  how much you know, and you d o n ' t  know how much 
you confirmed. You d i d  r e a l  w e l l .  You've been very,  very 
h e l p f u l  and we a p p r e c i a t e  it. Thank you very much. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1632 hours ,  1 8  February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RAVENCRAFT, Kenner F. SFC 

DATE ,OF TESTIMONY: 1 0  February 1970  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: P l a toon  Sergeant ,  
Mortar P l a toon ,  A/3/1. -

The w i t n e s s  remained a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  w i th  t h e  mortar  
p l a t o o n  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  i s s u e  (pg.  4 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
f l y i n g  t o  Chu ~ a i  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  body of a man k i l l e d  
du r ing  a n i g h t  a t t a c k  (pg.  7 ) .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he  
knew h i s  company would b e  i n  a b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ;  a f t e r  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  he  r e c a l l e d  no r e p o r t s  of a c t i v i t y  o r  any 
body count  from h i s  company (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  
C Company o r  a r t i l l e r y .  r e p o r t i n g  " q u i t e  a few k i l l s "  
(pg. 9 ) .  H e  hea rd  no r e p o r t s  o r  rumors of any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s  o r  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 )  . 
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EXI-IIBITS 

E X H I B I T  
-= NUMBER DESCRIPTION .NOTES PAGES: 

1
M-81 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  R e a d  by witness. 

6
-5 Map 6739 I1 ( s m a l l  s c a l e )  Wit or ien ted .  

.. 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1055 hour s ,  1 0  February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  Kenner 
F. RAVENCRAFT. 

(SFC RAVENCRAFT w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Serqean t  F i r s t  C l a s s  Kenner Frank RAVENCRAFT, E-7, 
The United S t a t e s  Army Marksmanship T r a i n i n g  U n i t ,  F o r t  
Benning, Georgia ,  '. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant  RAVENCRAFT, I am Colonel  ARMSTRONG, 
and I have been des igna t ed  by t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Chief  of  
S t a f f  t o  assist General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  There are 
o t h e r  such groups t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  i n  
t h i s  i n q u i r y .  General  PEERS, h imse l f  i s  t h e  on ly  one who i s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  weighing a l l  t h e  tes t imony,  p u t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  
t o g e t h e r ,  and coming t o  conc lus ions  and recommendations. 

Do you unders tand,  o r  have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c -
t i o n s  ( E x h i b i t  M-81) ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

D o  you unders tand  them? 

Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  emphasize t h a t  when you l e a v e  h e r e ,  
you are n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  w i t h  anyone about  any of  t h e  t e s t i -
mony t h a t  you have t a l k e d  about ,  whether it i s  ano the r  w i t n e s s ,  
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whether it is anyone e l s e ?  

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you exp la in  what your d u t i e s  and func t ions  
were i n  A/3/1 from t h e  t ime you joined t h e  company u n t i l  you 
l e f t  i t ,  g iv ing  t h e  d a t e s  of jo in ing  and leaving?  

A. S i r ,  I joined A Company, it was October t h e  22nd. 
I th ink ,  1967, and from t h e r e  w e  went t o  Vietnam. This was 
i n  Hawaii. I remained with A Company u n t i l  it was somewhere 
along t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March t h a t  I went from A Company t o  
t h e  52,  3/1. I was t h e  p la toon se rgean t  f o r  t h e  A/3/1, mor tar  
platoon.  

. , 

Q. What about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March i n  1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. It was e i t h e r  r i g h t  a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of March, o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of Apr i l .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
exact  da te .  

Q - HOW long were you a t  t h e  S2 s e c t i o n  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. I was t h e r e  about 6 o r  7 months, s i r ,  u n t i l  I g o t  
ready t o  r o t a t e .  

Q Since t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  has been repor ted  on 
t h e  p r e s s ,  on t h e  TV, and on a l l  t h e  o t h e r  news media t h a t  
you can th ink  o f ,  s i n c e  l a s t  f a l l ,  have you d iscussed  anything 
wi th  anyone connected with t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  o r  your u n i t ,  
the u n i t s  that w e r e  surrounding you? Have you d iscussed  th is  
with any ind iv idua l s?  

A. No, s ir ,  no t  wi th  any p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l .  When 
it f i r s t  came up about t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  w e  were, j u s t  
around t h e  u n i t ,  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about what w e  hea rd ,  b u t  nothing 
wi th  anyone with the u n i t  I was wi th ,  o r  anything because I 
haven ' t  seen  anyone, except  Sergeant STEVENS, and h e  is i n  t h e  
same u n i t  wi th  me. 

Q And, what u n i t  was Sergeant  STEVENS'? 

A. H e  was i n  t h e  S2, sir ,  of Task Force Barker a t  
t h e  time I was i n  A Company. 
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Q What w a s  t h e  e x t e n t  of  your  conve r sa t ion  wi th  
Sergeant  STEVENS? 

A. Nothing more than  w e  j u s t  t a l k e d  about  o p e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  day,  sir. A s  f a r  as I can remember, it was what company 
was where, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  i t ,  sir .  J u s t  where each 
company w a s  l o c a t e d  t h a t  day. 

Q When d i d  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  t a k e  p l a c e ,  s e r g e a n t ?  

A. That  w a s  back i n  January  l a s t  y e a r ,  s i r ,  1969. 

Q* I mean s i n c e  t h i s  news broke? 

A .  Oh, I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r .  No, s i r ,  I h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  
wi th  anyone o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p l a c e  e x c e p t  l i k e  I 
say ,  a t  t h e  u n i t  t h e r e  we were j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  what w a s  
going t o  happen. 

Q But ,  you and Se rgean t  STEVENS s a w  each  o t h e r  a 
y e a r  ago? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  W e  bo th  came back from Vietnam, and w e  
were bo th  s t a t i o n e d  a t  F o r t  Benning. H e  was i n  ano the r  u n i t .  
I was i n  t h e  Marksmanship Uni t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Now h e ' s  a s s i g n e d -
t o  t h e  Marksmanship Uni t .  

Q What w a s  it t h a t  b rought  t h i s  up a s  a s u b j e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  W e  w e r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  went on and a number o f  o p e r a t i o n s  w e  
went on. One o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  we went on one o f  t h e  companies 
g o t  c r e d i t  f o r  e i t h e r  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  g o t  c r e d i t  f o r  a l o t  o f  
k i l l s .  W e  w e r e  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  which company had t h e  
most. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you were t e l l i n g  war s t o r i e s ,  and 
you happened t o  mention t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  connec t ion  wi th  
o t h e r s  and j u s t  pu r su ing  conve r sa t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Sergean t ,  I ' m  go ing  t o  show you a map and e x p l a i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t o  you, o p e r a t i o n s  of  Task Force Barker  du r ing  
t h e  p e r i o d  o f  16 t o  19 March 1968; and ask you i f  you r e c a l l  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  
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what d e t a i l s  you might be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  about t h e  t o t a l  oper-
a t i o n ,  and those th ings  which you might have seen.  I apprec ia te ,  
f i r s t  of  a l l ,  t h a t  it has been almost 2 years  and your memory 
is hazy. But, by walking through t h i s ,  I hope t o  be a b l e  
t o  g ive  you a frame of r e fe rence  t h a t  may j a r  your memory 
and come up w i t h  d e t a i l s .  I t  has  been our  exper ience  wi th  
some 350 wi tnesses  t h a t  we've had on t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
a man d o e s n ' t  r e a l i z e  how much he remembers. Hopefully 
we w i l l  g e t  some information from you t o  f i t  i n  with o t h e r  
th ings .  Now, i n  t h i s  p rocess ,  I ' m  going t o  ask you t o  look 
a t  an updated r o s t e r  of  your company with t h e  i d e a  of t r y i n g  
t o  i n d i c a t e  who t h e  key men were. I ' m  p a r t i c u l a r y  i n t e r e s t e d  
with communications people wi th in  t h e  company command group 
and then the  p la toon command groups.  I d o n ' t  know whether 
you were on t h i s  opera t ion  o r  n o t ,  bu t  I have an i d e a  you were. 

A. No, s ir .  I was no t .  

Q You were n o t  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q Do you have any i d e a  where you were loca ted?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I was loca ted  on LZ Dot t i e .  I was i n  
t h e  mortar  platoon and we had a mission of c lose - in  suppor t  
wi th  t h e  f i r e  base.  

Q = I see. Well, you may have heard some t h i n g s  w h i l e  
you were back a t  LZ D o t t i e  t h a t  a r e  maybe more p e r t i n e n t  t o  
General PEERS' t o t a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  what A Com~anyd id .  
I f  s o ,  we w i l l  examine t h a t  t o o .  But, I would l i k e  you t o  go 
down this r o s t e r  (not  en te red  i n t o  evidence) and see i f  you 
can p inpoin t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of ind iv idua l s .  This r o s t e r  
i s  a r e g u l a r  morning r e p o r t  r o s t e r  o f ,  I th ink  i t ' s  October 
1 9 6 7 .  I t  has been updated by t h e  morning r e p o r t  s e c t i o n s  i n  
t h e  A G ' s  o f f i c e .  I t  is f o r  1 6  March. I w i l l  t e l l  you r i g h t  
now, t h a t  I had Sergeant  BRACY i n  yes terday ,  and of  course ,  
you know Sergeant  WATANABE? 

A. WATANABE , s i r ?  

Q W e l l ,  y o u ' l l  be see ing  him t h i s  a f te rnoon.  Sergeant  
BENGE w i l l  be i n  tomorrow. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  g e t  a l i n e  
on who t h e  key people were i n  t h e  company o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

(RAVENCRAFT) 4 APP T-350 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

with t h e  company during t h i s  opera t ion .  This is  what I'd 
r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  g e t  from you. Also, s i n c e  you were back a t  
~ o t t i eduring t h i s  Task Force Barker opera t ion ,  I would l i k e  
t o  t a l k  t o  you about anything t h a t  you might have observed a t  
Dot t ie  on t h e  16 th  o r  t h e  17th, o r  anything you might have 
heard. I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you t h a t  t h i s  i s  no t  a 
c o u r t ,  t h i s  is  an inqu i ry .  Therefore,  we ' re  n o t  concerned so  
much about what you saw, p a r t i c u l a r l y  o r  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  bu t  
r e a l l y  what you heard ,  what you might have seen ,  and what 

,you might have r e c a l l e d .  We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  an i d e a  what 
went on. W e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  p iece  toge the r  the  b i t s  and p ieces .  
So, you may be of va lue  from t h a t  s tandpoin t .  You w i l l  def-
i n i t e l y  be of value as  f a r  a s  t h e  r o s t e r  of  t h e  company is 
concerned. So, I ' l l  g ive  you t h e  r o s t e r  of t h e  company and 
ask you t o  go down and look a t  t h a t .  Take your t ime.  In  
f a c t ,  w e  ' 11 have a s h o r t  r ecess .  

The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1107 hours ,  10 February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1122 hours ,  10 February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  

COL ARMSTRONG: F i r s t  of a l l ,  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  I 
fo rgo t  t o  inform you t h a t  you may be c a l l e d  be fo re  some o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  admin i s t r a t ive ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body, o r  c o u r t ,  o r  
board i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  ma t t e r .  Anything o f  an o f f i c i a l  
n a t u r e  l i k e  t h a t  you may d i scuss  anything t h a t  you've s a i d  
h e r e  w i t h  them. They have j u s t  as  much a r i g h t  t o  know what 
you know as we do. Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Now, can you pick o u t  from t h i s  r o s t e r  those men 
t h a t  might have been with t h e  company i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day 
of your mortar  people? 
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A.  S i r ,  i t  would be hard.  I f e e l  assured  t h a t  Sergeant  
BENGE was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q - I know Sergeant BENGE was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  D o  
you th ink  he would be a b l e  t o  p ick  o u t  t h e  mortar  men with 
more accuracy? 

A. Yes, sir. H e  probably would, because I c o u l d n ' t  
ha rd ly  keep him ou t  of t h e  f i e l d .  H e  was c o n s t a n t l y  wanting 
t o  go o u t .  I usua l ly  s e n t  o u t  from e i g h t  t o  twelve men from 
my platoon wi th  t h e  company headquarters .  He probably would 
be ab le  t o  p ick  them o u t  b e t t e r  than I. 

Q There were no mor tars  along on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  My t h r e e  mor tars  were on ~ o t t i e .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  I g ive  you a copy of  t h e  S p e c i a l  Orders 
37  (not  e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence) ,  Headquarters,  America1 Divis ion,  
6 February 1968, paragraph 6 ,  which awards t h e  Combat Infant ry-
man's Badge t o  c e r t a i n  members of A Company. A t  t h e  t o p  of 
t h i s  l i s t  a r e  four  o f f i c e r s .  Would you s e e  i f  you can i d e n t i f y  
which of those  four  o f f i c e r s  was s t i l l  i n  t h e  company about 
t h e  middle of March, i f  any? 

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  Lieutenant  LUNDEEN was s t i l l  i n  the 
company. Lieutenant  BOYLE, I b e l i e v e  he g o t  h i t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
opera t ion .  Lieutenant  COKER I b e l i e v e  was i n  t h e  company and 
Lieutenant  WHITE was a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q T h a t ' s  f i n e ,  thank you. Now, s e r g e a n t ,  i f  you
w i l l  focus your a t t e n t i o n  on t h i s  map, I w i l l  t r y  t o  o u t l i n e  
f o r  you t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker a s  they  p e r t a i n  
t o  opera t ions  from 1 6  through 18 March 1968 i n  what w a s  known 
a s  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

(COL ARMSTRONG o r i e n t s  t h e  witness  t o  even t s  on 
Exh ib i t  MAP-5 .) 

Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  was t h i s  t h e  opera t ion  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  
sapper  a t t a c k ,  s i r ?  

Q - Yes. 
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A .  But, how they moved, I don ' t know. I do know t h a t  
Sergeant BRACY and myself went t o  Chu Lai t o  i d e n t i f y  one of  
the  bodies  of t h e  n i g h t  sapper  a t t a c k .  

Q e  
Did you pick up t h e  bodies  and t ake  them t o  Chu Lai?  

A. No, sir. We go t  word, I t h i n k  it was, t h e  next  
day, i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  next  day--

( In terpos ing)  That would be t h e  18 th?  

A. It was a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  n igh t .  It seemed 
t o  me t h e r e  was a day l a p s e  t h e r e  s i r ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  But, 
anyway, w e  f lew t o  Chu Lai on 'a chopper and i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  
body. I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  was only one man. 

Q May I say t h a t  Sergeant  BRACY t h e  next  day a f t e r  
t h e  a t t a c k  a c t u a l l y  flew i n t o  t h e  company p o s i t i o n  and picked 
up t h e  bodies  and took them t o  Chu Lai .  Now, t h e  next  day, 
you could very w e l l  have gone t o  Chu Lai wi th  him i f  t h e r e  
was ques t ion  of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of one of t h e  bodies .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. It was t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  one man. 
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he and I j u s t  f lew up. 

Q H e  could have j u s t  a s  we l l  gone up on the  previous
day and escor ted  t h e  body. 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t i n g  of  VC body count t h a t  
your company had on t h i s  opera t ion  by any chance? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  of ,our company. 

Q Now, I d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
opera t ion ,  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  f i g h t i n g .  

A. On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day I d o n ' t  remember any body 
count t h a t  our  company had. The t h i n g  t h a t  I remember, s i r ,  
i s  t h a t  I knew--Sergeant BRACY and myself knew t h a t  A Company 
was going . in to  a blocking p o s i t i o n  f o r  an opera t ion .  Af te r  
they g o t  i n t o  blocking p o s i t i o n ,  it seemed l i k e  they moved ou t  
a t  n i g h t ,  o r  e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, and went 
i n t o  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion .  But then ,  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  I don ' t know where they went. Whether they went 
back t o  Upight, o r  whether they s tayed o u t  on maneuvers. 
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Q .  W e l l ,  t o  h e l p  r e f r e s h  you, they d i d  s t a y  o u t  on 
maneuvers. 

A. What I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of s ir ,  is ,  I joined 
the  company on an opera t ion ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  It had t o  be p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  because Captain 
TRINKLE was s t i l l  company commander when I joined them. So, 
it had t o  be p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Q Well, Captain RIGGS w a s  commanding t h e  company a t  
t h e  time. 

A .  Yes, sir.  Captain SHELTON took over  a f t e r  Captain 
TRINKLE. H e  g o t  wounded from s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and Captain RIGGS 
took over .  

Q I t  might h e l p  you t o  know t h a t  t h e  company came 
o f f  a f t e r  maneuvering around, a s  you expressed i t ,  and went 
back t o  LZ Dot t i e  w i t h  t h e  company and two p la toons ,  and one 
platoon i n t o  Uptight .  The fol lowing day, t h e  p la toon a t  Up-
t i g h t  came i n t o  Dot t i e .  The fol lowing day a f t e r  that ,  t h e  
company re turned  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  So, t h i s  was t h e  l a s t  
opera t ion  t h a t  t h e  company p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  wi th  Task Force 
Barker. 

A .  Well, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  wi th  
t h e  company. I went back t o  S2 p r i o r .  

Q You went t o  S2 of t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  P r i o r  t o  us  l eav ing  D o t t i e ,  o r  t h e  company l eav ing  
Dot t ie .  

Q W e l l ,  it c o u l d n ' t  have been much more than  a 
couple of  days. 

A .  It had t o  have been j u s t  a few days.  

Q . Because t h e r e  was a l apse  of about 10 days between 
t h e  time of t h i s  opera t ion  and t h e  company re tu rned  t o  the 
b a t t a l i o n .  And, except  f o r  t h e  l a s t  2 t o  3 days ,  t h e  company 
was o u t  on t h e  opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  can r e a l l y  
jog your memory o r  no t .  

A .  W e l l ,  i f  I would have been o u t  with them, s i r ,  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  I would have remembered it. But, I wasn ' t  t h e r e  wi th  
t h e  company. 

8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-350 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Le t ' s  go back t o  t h e  time frame now 
when t h e  opera t ion  was planned and you knew and Sergeant  BRACY 
knew t h a t  t h e  company was going i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  i n t o  a blocking 
p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  opera t ion .  That should p r e t t y  w e l l  f i x  it i n  
your mind. You were t h e r e  a t  Dot t i e?  

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q Now, do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  o f  how t h a t  ope ra t ion  
was going, g e t t i n g  t o  you a t  Dot t i e?  O r ,  anything a t  a l l  about 
i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  It seems t o  me as  though 
Sergeant BRACY t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e  company would be going i n t o  
a blocking p o s i t i o n .  I mean, I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  t a l k i n g  about your company now. 
I ' m  th ink ing  about you t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e  a s  a p a r t  of  Task Force 
Barker, and th ink ing  about t h e  o t h e r  two companies. Did you 
hear  anything unusual a t  a l l  about t h e  way they  conducted t h e i r  
opera t ion?  

A. The way they conducted i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  About any unnecessary shoot ing  of unarmed 
c i v i l i a n s ,  women and ch i ld ren .  L e t ' s  phrase t h i s  j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  When this  news was repor ted  i n  t h e  
news l a s t  f a l l ,  and I knew it p r a c t i c a l l y  blew t h e  c e i l i n g  o f f  
F o r t  Benning, what was your r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s ?  What d i d  you 
think? HOW d i d  you pe r sona l ly  f e e l  about t h i s ?  

A. -1thought somebody was a l i t t l e  b i t  c razy ,  sir, t o  
even make up something l i k e  t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  anyone 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Army could do anything l i k e  t f ia t .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  was more o r  l e s s  a shock t o  
you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  It was. 

Q. You had no concept o r  heard any rumors a t  a l l  t h a t  
anything l i k e  t h i s  had e v e r  happened? 

A. No, sir. I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anyone say  anything about 
unnecessary k i l l i n g s .  I d i d  know t h a t  i t  was eitl-rer C Company 
o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  something, had g o t t e n  c r e d i t  f o r  s u i t e  a few 

. k i l l s  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  Other than t h a t  we j u s t  
took it f o r  g ran ted  t h a t  they  made a b i g  h i t .  
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Q You never heard  anywhere t h a t  i n  t h e  body count 
many of them represented  women and ch i ld ren?  

A.  No, s i r .  

Q And, o l d  men? 

A .  ' No, sir. 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors about one o f  t h e  
p i l o t s  o u t  of t h e  aero-scout p la toon a c t u a l l y  t r a i n i n g  h i s  
guns on U . S .  s o l d i e r s ?  

A.  NO,  sir. 

Q Trying t o  s t o p  them from doing anything l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  That is t h e  f i r s t  I heard of i t ,  r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q This has  been i n  t h e  papers ,  too.  

A. Af ter  t h a t  s t a r t e d ,  I kep t  on looking f o r  a - w h i l e ,  
b u t  then I would j u s t  q u i t  messing wi th  it. The only t h i n g  
t h a t  I heard on t h e  news when it f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  it seemed t o  
me l i k e  t h e r e  was a major o r  something t h a t  was i n  an a i r c r a f t  
t h a t  s a i d  something about t h i s  unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  o r  some-
t h i n g  o r  o t h e r  t h a t  he  r epor ted  when t h e  f i r s t  news s t a r t e d  
he re .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t ' s  a major o r  warrant  o f f i c e r .  

Q o It  was a warrant  o f f i c e r .  

A. That 's t h e  f i r s t  I had heard of it. 

Q Was it your f e e l i n g  t h a t  people w e r e  l a x  i n  where 
they were f i r i n g ?  

A.  No, sir. Well, when I was o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d , '  sir 
we p r e t t y  w e l l  knew where w e  w e r e  shoot ing.  W e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
shoot  i n t o  anyplace. I f  w e  rece ived  f i r e ,  we re tu rned  it. 
But, j u s t  t o  go o u t  and shoo t  up an a r e a ,  we d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  

Q - W e l l ,  Sergeant  RAVENCRAFT, I want t o  thank you
f o r  coming i n .  This seems t o  be a s h o r t  in terv iew f o r  a long 
t r i p .  We're leaving  no s tones  unturned t r y i n g  t o  g e t  every 
l a s t  b i t  of d e t a i l  a s  t o  what went on i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h a t  day. 
I would l i k e  t o  remind you again t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  d i scuss  
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this.wi th  anybody except  o f f i c i a l  bodies  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ,  
such as  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  adrainis t r a t i v e  . I would 
l i k e  t o  ask you i f  you can t h i n k  o f  anything l a t e r  on,  because 
t h i s  d i scuss ion  on t h e  map and t h i s  d i scuss ion  t h a t  you had 
wi th  me may j a r  your memory; you may r e c a l l  some rumors t h a t  
w e r e  f l o a t i n g  around; i f  you do, p lease  g e t  in touch with us .  
Don ' t h e s i t a t e .  

NOW, a t  t h i s  t ime,  do you have any ques t ions ,  o r  
would you l i k e  t o  make any s ta tement  f o r  t h e  record? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  have anything. A s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember i s  what I t o l d  you. Of names, I could be wrong on 
some of t h e  names. 

Q I understand t h a t ,  b u t  I thank you very much. 
This w i l l  g ive  u s  leads  i n t o  perhaps o t h e r  people who were 
r i g h t  on t h e  ground and can g i v e  me d e t a i l s  on it, 

One more ques t ion .  Sergeant  WATANABE? 

A*- , Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where h e  was dur ing  t h i s  day, o r  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  It seems t o  me t h a t  he  was wi th  t h e  p la toon,  sir. 
A t  t h a t  t ime when I was t h e r e ,  I was mortar  p la toon s e r g e a n t .  
When I l e f t ,  he took over  as p la toon se rgean t .  He was t h e  3d 
Platoon se rgean t  a t  t h e  t ime of t h i s  opera t ion .  Like I s a i d ,  
they  moved o u t  from Uptight now, and as  f a r  a s  I know, he was 
with t h e  company. But,  it is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he could have been 
on Uptight.  

COL ARMSTRONG: A l l  r i g h t .  The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1145 hours ,  10 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RIGGS, Wil l iam C .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
A/3/1. 

1. PRIOR TWINING I N  RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 

Witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  he  was a s s i g n e d  w i t h  Task 
Force  Barke r ,  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  emphasis  on n o t  
h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  FRANKLIN d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  i n  b u r n i n g  v i l l a g e s  and it was n o t  p e r m i t t e d  (pg. 
3 2 ) .  I f  BARKER had t o l d  MEDINA t o  burn  a v i l l a g e ,  it 
would have made an impress ion  on h i s  mind (pg.  3 3 ) .  H e  
n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  an  o r d e r  i n  t h e  America1 t o  k i l l  l i v e s t o c k  
and bu rn  hoo tches  (pg. 33) . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLAiiS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a .  O ~ e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n a .  

On 15 March, t h e  , u n i t  commanders were assembled a t  
a b r i e f i n g  a t  which t h e  w i t n e s s  was p r e s e n t  (me3 ) .  
C Company and B Company would a t t a c k  from t h e  s o u t h  o r  south-
w e s t  and h i s  company, A/3/1, would be  deployed  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  i n  a b l o c k i n g  f o r c e  (pg. 4 ) .  The 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  w a s  
h e a v i l y  defended .  They expec ted  maximum r e s i s t a n c e .  H e  
t hough t  t h e r e  was a hard-core  VC u n i t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  (pg.  4 ) .  I t  was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  most o f  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  would be gone t o  marke t  (pgs .  4 , 5 ) ,  
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l t h a t  o n l y  VC would be  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
(pg.  5 ) .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  g i v e n  by Cap ta in  
KOTOUC, t h e  S2 (pg. 5 )  . Witness  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  anyone 
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s a i d ,  "You go i n  t h e r e  and l e v e l  t h e  p l a c e "  (pgs.  5 , 6 )  . 
He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was t o  b e  a f i v e  minute a r t i l l e r y  
p r e p ,  which was n o t  an unduly l a r g e  one (pg. 6 ) .  He was 
n o t  s u r e  t h a t  he was i s s u e d  an over lay  wi th  a £rag o r d e r ,  
b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  t h e  p o l i c y  (pgs .  37, 3 8 ) .  

b .  HENDERSON'S b r i e f i n a .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a t t e n d i n g  a b r i e f i n g  
g iven by t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, Colonel  HENDERSON (pgs.  5 ,  
6 ) , nor  does he remember HENDERSON being t h e r e  (pg. 35) . 

c .  A e r i a l  recon wi th  Colonel' BARKER. 

He s t a t e d  t h a t  when t h e  b r i e f i n g  was concluded, 
he made an a e r i a l  reconnaissance wi th  BARKER and t h e  o t h e r  
two company commanders, MEDINA and MICHLES, d u r i n g  which 
BARKER p o i n t e d  o u t  a r e a s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  each o f  them ( p g . 7 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  h e a r  a d i s c u s s i o n  between BARKER and MEDINA 
concerning what was t o  be done i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  because t h e  
doors  were open and he d i d  n o t  have an intercom. BARKER 
would l e a n  over  and y e l l  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  h i s  e a r  t o  address  
him (pg.  8 ) .  He d i d  n o t  h e a r  BARKER g i v e  any s p e c i a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  MICHLES (pg. 8 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i n  
what o r d e r  they  were dropped o f f  a f t e r  t h e  recon a t  t h e i r  
u n i t s  (pg. 91, nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  Capta in  GAMBLE being 
p r e s e n t  on t h e  f l i g h t  (pg.  9 )  . 
3. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  Uni t  a c t i v i t i e s  on 15 March. 

H i s  company moved i n t o  a n i g h t  bixluac s i t e  on 
15 March i n  o r d e r  t o  be i n  p o s i t i o n  when t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
s t a r t e d  (pg. 1 0 ) .  He l o c a t e d  t h e  company a t  g r i d  721818 
on E x h i b i t  MAP-1 which was approximately a k i l o m e t e r  n o r t h  
of  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  occupied on 16 March (pg. 2 2 ) .  The 
p o s i t i o n  was s e t  up t o  be c l o s e  enough t o  a l low e a r l y  
movement i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and far away enough n o t  t o  g i v e  
anything away (pg.  2 2 ) .  

b .  Uni t  a c t i v i t i e s  on 16 March. 

Each p la toon  moved o u t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  t h e  dark  
i n  o r d e r  t o  be i n  p o s i t i o n  by f i r s t  l i g h t  (pg. 2 3 ) .  They 
s p e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  i n  t h e  b locking p o s i t i o n  t h a t  day 
(pg. 2 4 ) ,  and they  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  throughout  t h e  
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t h e  n i g h t  (pg.  2 4 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  u n i t  be ing 
s h o t  a t  by t h e  enemy o r  any s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i o n  on 16 March 
(pgs.  10 ,  11). The company d i d  n o t  go c l o s e r  than  1000 
meters  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  (pg. 2 0 ) .  He d i d  n o t  s e e  any movement 
of VC o r  of  c i v i l i a n s  i n t o  h i s  a r e a  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). He f e l t  
t h a t  he monitored h i s  r a d i o  c l o s e l y  whi le  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
going on,  b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander coming 
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  a t  any time (pg.  3 2 ) ,  and f e l t  t h a t  i f  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander had countermanded an o r d e r  o f - M a j o r  
CALHOUN1s  he would have remembered i t  (pg. 3 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  an o r d e r  f o r  MEDINA t o  move back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  
My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  count  some bodies  (pg.  3 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  
CALHOUN would u s u a l l y  use  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t  t o  c o n t a c t  a 
company commander (pg. 32 ) . 

c .  Uni t  a c t i v i t i e s  on 17 ,  1 8 ,  and 19 March. 

Reference i s  made t o  ~ x h i b i t  M-6, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
a t  2115 hours ,  17 March, t h e  u n i t  r e p o r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  incoming 
mortar  rounds and a smal l  ground a t t a c k  from t h e  e a s t  o r  
s o u t h e a s t  and r e p o r t e d  two K I A  and f i v e  WIA a t  c o o r d i n a t e s  
714804 (pgs.  11, 1 2 )  . IIe d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a sapper  a t t a c k  
(pg. 13)  . He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k ,  a s  he remembered i t ,  
took p l a c e  sou th  of  t h e  r i v e r  which meant t h a t  t h e  u n i t  must 
have c rossed  t h e  b r i d g e  on 17 March (pg. 2 7 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  a 
machinegun p o s i t i o n  be ing  s e t  up on a b l u f f  a  l i t t l e  h i g h e r  
than  t h e  surrounding r i c e  paddy (pg. 2 7 ) .  A f t e r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
was approved, Se rgean t  BRANHAM moved t h e  weapon away from t h e  
edge ,  c u t t i n g  down on h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  (pg. 2 8 ) .  Ear ly  i n  
t h e  morning, t h e y  heard  a number of  exp los ions .  I t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  r e p o r t e d  a s  mor tar  f i r e  and c a s u a l t i e s  were 
r e p o r t e d ;  however, he s t i l l  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  was a t  two 
o r  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning and n o t  a t  2115 a s  r e p o r t e d  
i n  t h e  l o g  (pg.  2 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f o r c e s  from C/1/20 
moving i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of  h i s  ' f i r s t  p la toon  on 18 March (pg.14) ' .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  Capta in  MEDINA a t  t h a t  t ime 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  He d i d  r e c a l l  a r a d i o  t r ansmiss ion  from c a p t a i n  
MICHLES i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  was moving a long t h e  narrow 
pen insu la  p o r t i o n  swinging t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and r e c a l l e d  t h a t  
they  r e c e i v e d  a mor ta r  a t t a c k  on t h e  n i g h t  of  18  March (pg .15) .  
He s t a t e d  t h a t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  was t h e  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  LZ from which C h a r l i e  Company was l i f t e d  o u t  
of t h e  a r e a  (pg. 2 5 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  they  may have c rossed  
t h e  b r i d g e  on t h e  18 th  (pgs .  25-27).  I f  t h e  u n i t  remained 
t o  s e c u r e  t h e  LZ f o r  C Company's l i f t  o f f  it would 
e x p l a i n  why they  c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  s o  l a t e  on t h e  1 8 t h  
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(pg.  2 7 ) .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n  
was over  on t h e  19 th  of  March. A t  t h a t  t ime ,  they  moved 
about  two k i l o m e t e r s  n o r t h  o f  My Lai  and o p e r a t e d  
independent ly  i n  t h e i r  u s u a l  manner (pg. 30), which would 
i n c l u d e  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  ambush, o r  a combination 
(pg. 3 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  on a 
r i c e  d e t a i l  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone 
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  e v e r  making a s t a t ement  under o a t h  
o r  p repar ing  a s igned  s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  even be ing  aware of 
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n t i l  i t  was i n  t h e  newspapers (pg. 1 5 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  he d i d  have an i d e a  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o  o f  body 
count  t o  weapons cap tu red  was w e l l  o u t  of  l i n e .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e s  b u t  he s t a t e d  he had t h e  impression 
t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  VC r e t r i e v e d  t h e i r  weapons from t h e  dead 
o r  t h a t  they  were n o t  w e l l  armed (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  f e l t  
t h a t  anyone should  have been s u s p i c i o u s  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  a 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  e v e r  mention t h i s  t o  Capta in  MEDINA CF) 
because he never  saw him a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was completed crl 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  Pr 

t+

6 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  was t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  ~ / 3 / 1  
from t h e  end of  February u n t i l  J u l y  (pg. 3 ) .  

b.  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  commanders w e r e  f i r e d  up t o  
go on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e r e  was an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
degree  of  t e n s i o n  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  men were 
t ensed  up (pg.  7 ) ,  most1.y on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  
of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  because t h e  u n i t ' s  two p r i o r  
company commanders w e r e  wounded i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg. 2 3 ) .  

c .  H e  understood t h a t  MEDINA was known a s  "Madman"' 
n o t  a s  "Nad Dog", a f a c t  which he l e a r n e d  from h i s  men. 
He d i d  n o t  have any i d e a  whether MEDINA conducted h imsel f  
i n  an a u t h o r i z e d  manner because he d i d  n o t  have c o n t a c t  
wi th  MEDINA (pg. 1 8 ) .  

d.  H e  f e l t  t h a t  BARKER was a  very  competent o f f i c e r  
(pg. 1 9 ) .  a l though ,  he u s u a l l y  worked wi th  t h e  S3 and d i d  
n o t  o f t e n  see t h e  Colonel  (pg. 20) . 
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e.  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a r r i e d  one o r  two m o r t a r s  
w i t h  them which would be a d j u s t e d  by t h e  81  FO w i t h  a  
r i f l e , p l a t o o n .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  having  f i r e d  any (pg .33 ) .  
iie a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  gunsh ips  
" b l a z i n g  away a t  someone." H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  u s u a l l y  
would o n l y  s h o o t  t h a t  way w h i l e  t e s t i n g  t h e i r  weapons 
i n  t h e  ocean (pg.  34) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  ' P A G E S  

A m e r i c a 1  L o  

M a p  6 7 3 9  I1 s h o w  areas I .  
m e n t i o n e d  on 
ae r ia l  recon w i t h  7 
BARKER and A 0  on 
1 7  M a r .  G i v e s  1 3  
coordinates t o r  
u n i t  loca t ion  on 2 2  
1 5  M a r c h .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1634 hours ,  20  December 
1969.) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL FRANKLIN, LTC MAHAFFEY , 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

The nex t  witness  is M r .  W i l l i a m  C.  RIGGS. 

(MR RIGGS was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

For t h e  record,  M r .  RIGGS, p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  
name, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, and address? . 
A, My name i s  William C l i f t o n  IIIGGS. My S o c i a l  Se- 
c u r i t y  number i s  , My address  is  3304 Westover, 
Midland, Texas. 

I0: M r .  RIGGS, before  we proceed with t h e  ques t ioning ,  
I ' l l  ask Colonel MILLER, from the  Of f i ce  of t h e  Judge Advocate 
General, i f  he would advise you concerning c e r t a i n  mat ters .  

COL MILLER: M r .  RIGGS, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t -
l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of the  Army and the  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  
Army f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making f indings  
and recommendations i n  t w o  major a r e a s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s ,  and t h e  subsequent r e p o r t s  and reviews wi th in  
the  chain of command, of what w e  now commonly c a l l  the 
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t he  p o s s i b l e  suppression of information by 
any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  information 
concerning t h a t  My Lai inc iden t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  no t  conducted pr imar i ly  f o r  
the  purpose of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances 
of what happened a t  My Lai on t h e  16th  t o  the  18th  of March, 
1968. 
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We w i l l  g e t  i n t o  some of those ma t t e r s ,  but  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
is f o r  t h e  two purposes t h a t  I j u s t  mentioned. 

We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have review- 
ed o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  made by many of t h e  wi tnesses  i n  p r i o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  case .  

Your testimony here  today w i l l  be taken  under 
oath.  A verbatim record  w i l l  be made. And i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
the  r e p o r t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a tape  recording being made. 

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of our r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
conf iden t i a l .  However, it is  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  testimony, 
e i t h e r  a l l  of it o r  p a r t s  of it, may become p u b l i c  know- 
ledge a t  some l a t e r  time. 

You see  a  number of people s i t t i n g  here .  I want 
t o  explain t h e i r  funct ion  very b r i e f l y .  F i r s t ,  d i r e c t l y  i n  
f r o n t  of you is  General PEERS, who is  the  ' Inves t iga t ing  Off- 
i c e r  and who has t h e  s o l e  r e s p o n s i b l i l i t y ,  f i n a l l y ,  of weigh- 
ing  the  evidence and making f indings  and recommendations i n  
t h i s  matter .  On h i s  immediate l e f t  is M r .  MACCRATE. On your 
l e f t  is  M r .  WALSH. Both of them a r e  c i v i l i a n  a t to rneys  who 
have been made a v a i l a b l e  by the  Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  
a s s i s t  and counsel General PEERS. A c i v i l i a n  may come in 
here  i n  a few minutes. He i s  M r .  WEST, who is  deputy t o  
General PEERS and comes from t h e  Off ice  of the  General 
Counsel of t h e  Army. To your f a r  l e f t ,  Colonel FRANKLIN, 
Colonel MAHAFFEY, Major ZYCHOWSKI, and myself. Now, a number 
of us may ask ques t ions  of you today. 

F i n a l l y ,  we reques t  t h a t  you no t  d i scuss  t h e  t e s -
timony you hear  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc luding  
o t h e r  wi tnesses  who have been o r  who may be c a l l e d  before  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  you may be requi red  t o  do before  a 
competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  j u d i c i a l  body o r  
forum. 

Have you been n o t i f i e d  i n  any way t h a t  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o rde r  of the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  
cour t -mar t ia l  case of United S t a t e s  v. Calley? 

A. No, sir.  
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I0: M r .  RIGGS, what was your duty on t h e  16th  of March, 
1968? 

A. I was t h e  company commander of A/3/1. 

Q How long had you been i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, maybe about two and a 
ha l f  t o  t h r e e  weeks. It seems l i k e  I took over about the  end 
of February. 

Q. Who d i d  you t ake  over from then? Captain TRINKLE? 

A. No, sir. Captain TRINKLE was one of t h e  f i r s t ,  
and t h e r e  .was another  cap ta in  from t h e  1/23, J e r r y  something. 
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. I th ink  he l a s t e d  about a week, and 
he g o t  wounded, and then I took over.  

Q. How long d i d  you l a s t ?  

A. Oh, I s tayed wi th  t h e  company u n t i l  Ju ly .  

Q. Since t h e  word of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March 
1968 w a s  brought t o  t h e  foreground i n  t h e  news and t e l e v i s i o n  
and s o  f o r t h ,  have you had any t a l k s  wi th  anybody from Task 
Force Barker o r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  from the  br igade 
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Have you, maybe, w r i t t e n  any l e t t e r s  o r  exchanged 
correspondence of any kind? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q. On t h e  day before  t h e  opera t ion  took p lace ,  M r .  
RIGGS, we a r e  under t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  u n i t  commanders 
were assembled and i s sued  a t a sk  f o r c e  o rde r .  Were you pre-
s e n t  a t  t h a t ?  

A. Yes , sir, I was. 

a - Can you t e l l  us  about t h i s  b r i e f i n g  and the  i s su -
ance of t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and s o  on? 
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A. Well, t h i s  is t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, of course ,  
sir. This was q u i t e  some time ago, The u n i t  commanders were 
present .  The b a s i c  i d e a  was t h a t  Company C and Company B 
would a t t a c k  genera l ly  from t h e  south  o r  southwest,  I b e l i e v e ,  
and my company would be deplcyed t o  the  north along the  r i v e r  
i n  a  blocking force .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  was such t h a t  we were 
--our i n t e l l i g e n c e  information a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time w a s  
t h a t  the  v i l l a g e  was heav i ly  defended and t h a t  they expected 
maximum r e s i s t a n c e .  I f  t h e r e  a re  any o t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  I ' m  
not--I expect  t h a t  i s  about a l l  I can r e c a l l .  

Q I can f i l l  you i n  on it. I would a l s o  understand 
t h a t  preceding t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g ,  you had an i n t e l l -
igence b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  I f e e l  t h a t  we d i d ,  t h e  b e s t  I can 
remember. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Local Force Ba t t a l ion  was 
going t o  be i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly .  I t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  w a s  
a l o c a l  VC hard-core--I guess what we c a l l e d  a hard-core VC 
u n i t  was going t o  be defending i n  t h i s  a rea .  Not necessar-
i l y  defending it, b u t  t h a t  they were opera t ing  i n  t h i s  pa r t -  
i c u l a r  a r e a ,  sir. 

Q - With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  hamlet of My L a i  
( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  was t h e r e  any d i scuss ion  concerning t h e  c i v i l i a n  
populat ion t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A.  Nothing. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  ,There was noth-
ing. 

Q .  To r e f r e s h  your memory again ,  d id  you hear  any- 
t h i n g  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  the  c i v i l i a n  populat ion would prob- 
ably be gone t o  market before  7 o ' c lock ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  
would be f r e e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was brought up, t h a t  
these  people had a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  t o  go t o  g e t  t o  the  l o c a l  
market. You know, where most of  t h e  d a i l y  t r a d i n g  took place.  
Now, I be l i eve  t h i s  w a s  brought out  t h a t  most of  the  women, 
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l a d i e s ,  the  k i d s ,  and those people who go on these  expedi- 
t i o n s  every day; t h a t  they would a l l  be gone. 

Q Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  with them gone u 

everyth ing  t h a t  remained i n  t h e r e  w i l l  be VC? 

A. Not t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, no, sir. 

Q - It d i d n ' t  make t h a t  impression on you? 

A. Well, I ' d  say t h e  impression it had upon m e  was 
t o ,  you know, t h a t  a  maximum r e s i s t a n c e  could be expected. 

A s  f a r  as t h e  VC w a s  concerned? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  VC i n  t h e  a r e a ,  yes ,  sir.  

10: Do w e  have any ques t ions  concerning t h e  i n t e l l i -  
gence aspec t  of t h i s ?  

COL FRANKLIN : Who gave it, s i r ?  

A .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e ?  

(COL FRANKLIN nods a f f i r m a t i v e l y  .) 

Captain KOTOUC, sir.  I th ink  h i s  name was Captain 
KOTOUC. I t h i n k  he w a s  t he  S2 t h e r e  a t  b a t t a l i o n  headquarters .  

I0: With r e s p e c t  t o  the  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of the  
b r i e f i n g ,  you remember what t h e  S3 s a i d  and what Colonel 
BARKER s a i d  about g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  and c leaning  
it ou t?  

A. No, sir. Like I say,  s i r ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  a l l  t h a t  I 
can r e c a l l  is  t h a t  t h e r e  would be heavy r e s i s t a n c e .  And I 
think they brought t h e  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  was based on t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  information.  A s  f a r  as a c t u a l l y  wiping it o u t ,  
a s  such, I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h i s  was eve r ,  you know, j u s t  
come r i g h t  o u t  and say: "You go i n  t h e r e  and l e v e l  the  
place.  " No, s ir .  

Q. Before t h i s  b r i e f i n g  took p lace ,  the  opera t iona l  
b r i e f i n g ,  d i d  you a t t e n d  another  b r i e f i n g  which was addressed 
by the  br igade commander, the  new brigade commander, Colonel 
HENDERSON? 
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A.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q I n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g  i t s e l f ,  d i d  you hear  
anything about t h e  C/1/20 aspec t  of the  opera t ion?  Did you 
hear  anything about c leaning  t h e  p lace ,  burn t h e  hootches,  
destroy the  bunkers,  and k i l l  l i ves tock?  

A. No, sir. Not t o  my memory, I d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  it was s a i d  a t  a l l ,  bu t  i f  it w a s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, 
sir. 

Q Did you hea r  any s tatement  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  
we a r e  going i n  and c lean  t h a t  p lace  out  once and f o r  a l l ?  

A. Well, probably,  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  -- t h i s  w a s  
t h e  genera l  tone ,  I b e l i e v e ,  of t h e  opera t ion ,  s ir .  For it 
had been a  cont inuing s o r e  s p o t  i n  the  AO, and the  opera t ion  
was planned as such t o  e l imina te  it as  a problem source.  

Q Do you remember hear ing  any d i scuss ion  concerning 
the  a r t i l l e r y  prep? Where it would be loca ted?  

A. No, sir. I r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was t o  be an ar -
t i l l e r y  prep of maybe 5 minutes,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  but--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Not an unduly l a r g e  a r t i l l e r y  prep
then? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q. What seemed t o  be t h e  a t t i t u d e  of the  commanders 
a t  t h a t  time as  you r e c a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  they were f i r e d  up. Ready t o  go. 

Q Any ex t raord ina ry  degree of t ens ion  o r  apprehen-
s ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  There most d e f i n i t e l y  was. P i n k v i l l e ,  
a s  it was known, had been, l i k e  I say,  a  source of a l o t  of 
c a s u a l t i e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  companies, and I th ink  it was the  kind 
of p lace  t h a t  you g o t  where you -- when you opera ted  a cer-
t a i n  AO, t h e r e  were p laces  you went where you c a r r i e d  a l i t t l e  
more ammunition because you f e l t  l i k e  you might, you know--
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well ,  you had good reason t o  f e e l  l i k e  you would encounter 
more r e s i s t a n c e .  .And I - d  say i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  s ir ,  t h i s  
opera t ion  d e f i n i t e l y  q u a l i f i e s  i n  t h a t  a spec t .  The men 
were tensed  up, yes ,  sir. For as I say ,  they had been 
t h e r e  before ,  and they g o t  s tung.  So they were psyched 
up p r e t t y  good, yes ,  sir. 

Q We understand, M r .  R I G G S ,  t h a t  when t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
was concluded, Colonel BARKER took t h e  company commanders 
and h i s  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and made a recon of the  
area ,  Did you accompany him on t h a t  reconnaissance? 

A .  L e t ' s  see--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  You flew o u t ,  of course-- that  is  
a blow up t h e r e ,  M r .  RIGGS ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  Exhib i t  MAP-I ) - -
o u t  of LZ Dot t i e  down toward the  south near  Quang Ngai. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Then over toward My Lai  ( 5 )  . 
A. I remember now. We d i d  make an a e r i a l  reconnaissance,  
and Colonel BARKER, of course,  w a s  showing t h e  o t h e r  two 
company commanders where they would be going i n ,  and he 
pointed out  the  s p e c i f i c  a reas  t o  me, a s  t h e  blocking company, 
t h a t  he wanted t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  I had covered. For ins t ance ,  
the  br idge  r i g h t  o f f  of t h e  yellow A 0  por t ion  f o r  A/3/12 
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1) . 
Q. Would you p o i n t , o u t  t h i s  br idge  f o r  me? I ' v e  heard 
it mentioned s e v e r a l  t imes,  

A. Yes, sir. This i s  it r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
This was an a r e a  -- i f  anybody -- t h i s  was f a i r l y  decent.  This 
was r i c e  paddies .  And t h i s  was a high,  dry  highway, I th ink .  
He wanted t o  make su re  t h a t  I had people i n  he re  t o  cover t h i s  
a rea ,  The br idge ,  o r  dike--I'm no t  r e a l  sure  now--it seems 
l i k e  it was b u i l t  up, n o t  a wooden type ,  but b u i l t  up d i r t .  
We flew o u t  of Dot t i e  and took a look around, and, l i k e  I say ,  
the  main d e a l  was t o  show Captain MEDINA and Captain MICHLES 
where t h e i r  companies would be going i n  and what the  a rea  
looked l i k e  and t o  show me a couple of a r e a s  t h a t  he wanted 
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t o  insu re  t h a t  I had covered. Especia l ly  I remember 
t h i s  one r i g h t  he re ,  f o r ,  l i k e  I say ,  t h i s  was f a i r l y  
deep i n  w a t e r ,  and t h i s  r i v e r  is  no t  r e a l  b i g ,  bu t  it I s  almost 
up t o  here ( i n d i c a t i n g  about ches t  deep) . 
Q. You might c a l l  t h a t  t h e  br idge a c r o s s  from t h e  My 
Lai v i l l a g e ,  across  the  Diem D i e m  River,  then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now when you were f l y i n g  down t o  t h e  south of My
Lai  ( 4 )  and looking a t  t h a t  a r e a  d i d  you hear  any d i scuss ion  
by Colonel BARKER, between Colonel BARKER and Captain MEDINA 
concerning what he was t o  do i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were t h e  doors on t h i s  chopper opened o r  c losed? 

A. I t h ink  they were open. I t  is  kind of hazy i n  my 
mind, but  I don1t r e c a l l  ever  having flown i n  one with them on. 

Q. Did it have an intercom? 

A. No, sir. I do r e c a l l  t h a t  it d id  n o t  have an in-
tercom, sir. 

Q So you would have t o  ge t  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  him t o  
hear what was going on then? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  l i k e  when he t o l d  me, he g o t  over and 
kind o f ,  you know, t a l k e d  r i g h t  i n t o  my e a r  wi th  h i s  hands, 
you know. You know how t h e  noise is  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r .  Any-
t h i n g  he might have s a i d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  two cap ta ins  I d i d  n o t  
hear ,  o r  t o  the  a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Did you hear  him g ive  any s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  Captain MICHLES , t he  company commander of B/4/3? 

A. No, s ir ,  I d id  no t .  

Q A f t e r  t h i s  recon, what happened then? 
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A. He dropped us -- he dropped me  back wi th  my u n i t .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i n  what order  he l e t  us ou t .  I th ink  Captain 
MEDINA's u n i t  w a s  a t  D o t t i e ?  but  I ' m  no t  r e a l  s u r e .  I th ink  
they were a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  and we were ou t .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  we 
were on an LZ. I be l i eve  we were out  opera t ing ,  and we moved 
i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  because I d o n ' t  remember moving o f f  of the  LZ 
c a l l e d  Uptight t h e  next  morning. We may have, bu t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q Well, I a l s o  understand t h a t  he took Captain GAMBLE 
back t o  Uptight ,  s o  perhaps he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  commander? 

Q. The a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  commander. So it would be 
very l o g i c a l  t h a t  the  both of you went back t o  Uptight a t  the  
same time. 

A. -Yes, 'sir, it could be. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. On t h i s  map ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  MAP-1)  would you
explain your opera t ion  and how you.moved i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and 
what you d i d  during t h e  course of t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Well b a s i c a l l y ,  I had my t h r e e  r i f l e  platoons 
p r e t t y  much deployed l i k e  t h i s ,  I guess ( i n d i c a t i n g  the  loca-
t i o n  as  shown on Exhibi t  MAP-l). I t ' s ,  l i k e  I say ,  i t ' s  a 
long time ago. I t ' s  hard t o  t e l l .  This br idge here  which 
we j u s t  t a l k e d  about a while  ago, we had it covered although 
t h e r e  wasn ' t  r e a l  importance placed on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one. 
This ,  I th ink ,  was -- l e t ' s  s e e ,  t h i s  would have been about 
-- I th ink  t h i s  was t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q. The 1st Platoon on t h e  e a s t ?  

A. Yes, and I 'm n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I 'm having t o  th ink .  
This was t h e  2d, I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And 
these  were t h e  1st and 3d. I be l i eve  t h i s  was t h e  3d. 
No, l e t ' s  see .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  my p la toons  i n  l i n e  here.  

Q. Well, f o r  our purposes,  I th ink  it d o e s n ' t  make 
too  much d i f f e r e n c e  . 
A. A l l  r i g h t .  But t h i s  is  p r e t t y  much as  we were 
deployed wi th  my company CP--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  How d i d  t h e  t roops  move i n t o  pos i -
t i o n ?  

A. . I n  what r e s p e c t ,  s i r ?  

Q Were they a i r  a s sau l t ed  i n ?  Did they move i n  over  
land o r  what? How d i d  you g e t  them i n ?  

A. We came i n  by f o o t ,  s ir .  

Q. By foo t?  When d i d  you move i n ?  

A. I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e .  I th ink  we moved t h e  n i g h t  be-
fo re .  I t h i n k  we moved down t o  a jumping o f f  p lace  s o  t h a t  
we would be c l o s e  enough t o  g e t  i n  e a r l y  enough t o  g e t  i n  pos i -
t i o n  when t h e  opera t ion  s t a r t e d .  Once again ,  my memory's n o t  
t h a t  good on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  

Q I Yes. You moved t o  a n i g h t  bivouac s i t e  and then  
moved i n  probably r i g h t  a t  daybreak then? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of what I r e c a l l ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  
t h e  way we d i d  it, yes ,  sir. 

Q. Yes. 

A. We maintained these  p o s i t i o n s  while  t h e  opera t ion  
commenced. 

Q.  Did you encounter any d i f f i c u l t y  on t h e  16th  o r  on 
17th? 

A.  A s  f a r  a s  being s h o t  a t ,  no, sir.  I t h i n k ,  t h e  b e s t  
I r e c a l l ,  w e  d id  have some c a s u a l t i e s  from booby t r a p s .  I 
t h i n k ,  i n  f a c t ,  I had maybe two o r  t h r e e  men. I might have had 
a couple k i l l e d  and t h r e e  o r  four  wounded. Once again ,  I ' m  
no t  r e a l  s u r e ,  bu t  a s  f a r  a s  a c t u a l  phys ica l  c o n t a c t  wi th  any 
of  t h e  enemy, no, s i r ,  we d id  not .  

Q.  When Char l i e  went i n t o  My Lai ( 4 )  and Bravo went t o  
t h e  south of My La i  ( I ) ,d i d  you have movement of VC o r  people 
i n t o  your a rea?  
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A. No, sir ,  we d i d  not .  

Q Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  happened then  on t h e  16th  o r  
the  i7th2 

A. No, s ir .  S i r ,  we d i d n ' t  have the  mass exodus, I 
guess you would c a l l  it, t h a t  they were expect ing  t o  take  p lace ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything,  you know, 
a mass o r  huge amount of people. 

COL FRANKLIN: Well, we have your log  he re ,  (Exhib i t  M-6)  
Captain RIGGS. How about t h e  n igh t  of t h e  17 th ,  mortar f i r e ,  
do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Well, ' t h i s  is  what I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  about 
a whi le  ago. This  was t h e  day a f t e r  o r  t h e  day be fo re ,  s i r ?  

Q* This was the  day a f t e r ,  about 2140 hours i n  t h e  
evening. You repor ted  two k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded? Did t h a t  
happen? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  no, s ir .  

10: Is t h a t  C/1/20? 

A. It i s  my u n i t .  

COL FRANKLIN: I t  i s  according t o  t h e  America1 Log. 

A .  I remember one n igh t  we had what we thought was a 
mortar a t t a c k ,  and we cor rec ted  it. I t  was mostly grenades,  
somewhere around t h e  same period.  I n  t h e  same 2, 3 ,  o r  
$-day period he re .  But it was l a t e r .  I t  was about 3 
o ' c l o c k .  i n  the  morning, and it was no t  mortars  a s  we had 
f i r s t  repor ted ,  and I cor rec ted  t h a t .  The c o r r e c t i o n  went i n ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

10: Yes, t h e  log  of t h e  Task Force B.arker r eads ,  
" t h a t  a t  2115, Alpha 6 r epor ted  rece iv ing  incoming 60 mrn 
mortar rounds, rece ived  s i x  o r  seven rounds, a l s o  small  
ground a t t a c k  from e a s t  and sou theas t .  " 

A. Right,  s ir .  
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a .  Reported two K I A  and f i v e  WIA. 

MR MACCRATE: T h a t ' s  KHA. 

10: W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  same as KIA.  R igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q K i l l e d  by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  The t e r m  K I A  means k i l l e d  
i n  a c t i o n  and KHA means k i l l e d  by h o s t i l e  a c t i o n .  Two KHA1s:  
GRENHAM, Lawrence, E-5; SEIVER, David H. ,  E-3. WHA1s: CRUZ, 
Frances X I  E-5, s h r a p n e l  i n  hand and l e g s ;  DOUGLAS, Handy,--
I d o n ' t  know what grade he is  -- sh rapne l  i n  l e g ;  LEISURE --
something -- E-4, s h r a p n e l  i n  arm, n o t  evacuated;  M C G U I M ,  Wayne 
P , ,  E-4,  s h r a p n e l  i n  head and back; STILES, James L . ,  E-3, 
sh rapne l  i n  head and l e g s .  Then it says  dus tof  f completed; 
gunships d i d  n o t  accompany d u s t o f f .  That  was a t  2245, 10 :45. 
L e t ' s  see i f  it g i v e s  your l o c a t i o n  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  n i g h t  
l o c a t i o n .  J u s t  a minute and I ' l l  g i v e  you your  c o o r d i n a t e s ,  
I th ink .  

A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

A/3/1 CP and 81mm l o c a t e d  a t  714804. 

What l o c a t i o n  w a s  it i n ,  approximately?  

Q. I t  s a y s  CP and 81mm l o c a t e d  a t  714804. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  -- was t h i s  the f i r s t  n i g h t  of t h e  
ope ra t ion?  

Q. No, t h i s  w a s  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th--wait a minute ,  
w a i t  a minute.  It wouldn ' t  have made any d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  should 
have been t h e  same t h i n g .  This  is  01 -- no t h i s  i s  2100 hours  
on t h e  17 th .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  h e r e  about 1900 hours  on t h e  17 th .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  t ime t h a t  i s  c i t e d .  

MR MACCRATE: Tha t  i s  t h e  second day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  

10: Y e s .  

A .  T h a t ' s  why I 'm t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  back. It  seems t h a t  
a f t e r  the -- as I-remember, we  went down and c r o s s e d  t h i s  b r i d g e -
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Q- Y e s .  

A. And worked ,down i n  t h i s  p a r t  down i n  here  (poin t ing  
t o  a rea  on Exh ib i t  MAP-1).  Now down i n  h e r e ,  s i r ,  is when -- I 
th ink  t h e r e  ' s been a mistake made. The only time I remember --
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  mortar a t t a c k .  I remember t h a t  we had an 
a t t a c k  a t  n i g h t ,  a sapper a t t a c k ,  and we f i r s t  repor ted  it as 
mortar. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  i s  probably what t h i s  is .  I t  should be 
corrected--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  But it w a s  n o t  a mortar a t t a c k  nor 
d id  it take  p lace  a t  2100. This was 2 o r  3 o 'c lock  i n  
the  morning t h a t  t h i s  took p lace .  

Q - Yes, we l l  t h i s  one was repor ted  a t  2115. That would 
be 9:15 on t h e  n igh t  of t h e  17th.  Now they d o n ' t  g ive  the  loca-
t i o n .  I t  could have been down i n  t h i s  a rea .  

A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  

Q. Actual ly ,  you see ,  i f  you repor ted  being across  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  a t  1700 hours ,  you could have w e l l  been over i n  t h a t  
a rea ,  probably were over i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  because it was included 
i n  your n i g h t  l o c a t i o n .  Well, I w i l l  have t o  come back and 
c lean  t h a t  one up, i f  you d o n ' t  mind. L e t ' s  j u s t  fo rge t  about 
t h a t  and i f  you would, Colonel FRANKLIN, come back and g e t  t h i s  
a s  b e s t  you can. It is  n o t  r e a l l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  our d i scuss ion ,  
but  I th ink  f o r  t h e  sake of our  r ecords ,  we want t o  ge t  it as 
complete a s  we can. 

'COL FWKLIN: Y e s ,  s i r .  

I 0 : Now, on the  18 th ,  sometime i n  the  af te rnoon,  it was 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  C/1/20 was t o  be evacuated. They were t o  move up 
and across  t h e  r i v e r  genera l ly  i n  your a r e a  and t o  be evacuated 
about where you have ind ica ted ,  somewhere i n  t h e  a r e a  of your 
1st Platoon.  

The e a s t e r n  por t ion  t h e r e ?  

Q. Your e a s t e r n  p la toon,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  This was thereby 
becoming almost an admin i s t r a t ive  move s i n c e  your forces  were 
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already i n  the  a r e a  and were t o  remain i n  the  a rea .  A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  we have the  information,  M r .  RIGGS, t h a t  
they were s o r t  of s l ipped  ou t  by CH-47,  f o r  example, 
l i f t i n g  out  40 t o  4 5  t roops.  Now, were you aware of t h i s ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  I was, yes ,  s i r ,  but  I--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember those fo rces  
coming up i n t o  your a rea?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  Not c lose  enough t h a t  I ever  
saw them. 

Q. Yes. Do you remember possibly t a l k i n g  t o  Captain 
MEDINA a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I d i d .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  -4 

Of course,  i f  your headquarters  was loca ted  on 
* 

Q. rsl 
the  western p a r t ,  t h a t ' s  a long way across  t h e r e ,  and your 
communication would have been not  s o  much by f o o t  a s  by 'YO 

t he  use of t h a t  rad io .  And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  
Captain MEDINA o r  h i s  u n i t s  o r  h i s  platoons? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. When d i d  you culminate your por t ion  of t h e  oper-
a t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f ,  I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  
n o t  r e a l  s u r e ,  but  I be l i eve  a t  the  time t h a t  we l e f t  those 
p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  i n d i c a t e d ,  o r  approximately those p o s i t i o n s ,  
and crossed the  br idge  t o  the  southwest por t ion  a r e a  t h a t  I 
showed you t h a t  we crossed ,  I be l i eve  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  
i s  when we considered t h i s  coordinated e f f o r t  t o  be done. 
Now, t h i s  i s  t o  the  b e s t  of my memory. 

Q Well, we have information t h a t  on the  3rd day
Bravo Company, which had been on the  e a s t  i n  the  a r e a  of My 
Lai (I), continued back up through My Lai (1) and on up i n t o  
t h e  a rea  o f ,  I be l i eve  i t ' s  An Ky, i n  t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
And they operated i n  t h e r e ,  I be l i eve ,  a 4th day and may-
be even a 5th day. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  
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A. I r e c a l l , .  ye s ,  s i r ,  t h e  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  of 
c a p t a i n  MICHLES i n d i c a t i n g  that  h i s  u n i t  was moving a long t h e  
narrow p e n i n s u l a  p o r t i o n  t h e r e ,  swinging g e n e r a l l y  t o  the 
nor the  a st . 
Q - Eviden t ly  they  r ece ived  a mor ta r  a t t a c k  some-
where i n  t h e r e  on t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 8 t h ,  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h a t  n i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q- W e l l  some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  w i l l  f i t  back i n t o  
p l ace  f o r  you, I ' m  s u r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Qe A f t e r  your  o p e r a t i o n  t e rmina t ed ,  d i d  you move 
back t o  LZ D o t t i e  o r  d i d  you go back t o  Upt igh t?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  e i t h e r ,  s i r .  I b e l i e v e  
we s t a y e d  o u t  and o p e r a t e d  on o u r  own f o r  ano the r  p e r i o d  
of a few days.  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e .  The b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  w e  
s t a y e d  o u t ,  and w e  ope ra t ed  down i n  the s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  
t h e r e  where I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d ,  and then  I think--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you by chance move ano the r  
1,000 t o  1,500 meters  t o  t h e  sou th  and g e t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q- A f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was completed d i d  you eve r  
h e a r  anyth ing  about  an i n q u i r y  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 

A. -No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t .  

Q Anybody e v e r  come and t a l k  t o  you? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. Did you e v e r  make a s t a t e m e n t  under o a t h  o r  pre-
p a r e  a s igned  s t a t emen t?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q- You were aware of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  I knew about  this--
of any inves t iga t ion- -was  a f t e r  it had been i n  t h e  papers .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I e v e r  even r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I knew any-
t h i n g  a t  a l l  about  it w a s ,  s a y ,  a f t e r  2 o r  3 week's when 
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t h e  name P i n k v i l l e  showed up i n  t h e  newspapers. And up un-
til t h a t  t ime,  I w a s n ' t  even aware t h a t  I was even remote-
l y  connected w i t h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Okay. Now t h e r e  a r e  always rumors and t h e  o l d  
underground grapevine  going on. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing ,  
now t h a t  you have heard  about t h i s ,  t h a t  might have caused 
you t o  be a l i t t l e  s u s p i c i o u s  of any th ing  t h a t  might have 
gone on i n  t h a t  a r e a  du r ing  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What d i d  you hea r?  

A. I t 's  n o t  what I hea rd ,  i t ' s  what I though t ,  my 
own pe r sona l  thoughts .  And I have t o  say  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
have any reason  t o  back them up o t h e r  than ,  as I s a y ,  based 
on t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  had when the  o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d .  
I t  appeared t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a f a i r  amount of enemy 
c o n t a c t  t h a t  w a s  supposed t o  have been made, o r  it w a s  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  be made, wi th  h e a v i l y  armed i n s u r g e n t s ,  i f  
you want t o  c a l l  them t h a t ,  t h a t  t h e  body count  and weap-
ons cap tured  r a t i o  was p r e t t y  w e l l  o u t  of l i n e .  Now I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i g u r e s .  I j u s t  r e c a l l ,  you know, a t  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I happened t o  hea r  something on t h e  
r a d i o  as t o  t h e  number of weapons and t h e  number of  VC 
dead, and it e i t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they g o t  t h e i r  weapons, 
you know, p icked  up from t h e  dead l e f t  o r  they  j u s t  w e r e n ' t  
t h a t  w e l l  armed. I d o n ' t  know. . . 

Q W e l l ,  t h e  f i g u r e s  which I c o u l d n ' t  r ead  t o  you 
o u t  of t h e  l o g ,  b u t  I can g ive  them t o  you, r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  
end of t h e  day a s  128 k i l l e d  and 3 weapons cap tu red ,  2 
f r i e n d l y  k i l l e d .  Of t h e  f r i e n d l y ,  Cha r l i e  had,  I t h i n k ,  
t h e r e  were 11wounded; and of t h e  f r i e n d l y  k i l l e d  and 
wounded, C h a r l i e  had one man s h o t  i n  t h e  f o o t ,  c a l l e d  SIW, 
s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  wound. So I t h i n k  anybody would have been 
susp ic ious  of t h e  f i g u r e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Now you w e r e  s u s p i c i o u s  of  t h i s .  Was t h e r e  e v e r  
any t a l k  about  t h i s ?  How d i d  you guys j i b e  w i t h  Cha r l i e?  Now 
you a r e  a company commander, and t h e r e  is a l o t  of competi-
t i o n  going on between t h e s e  company commanders: "How come 

(RIGGS ) 16 APP T-33 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

you guys g e t  a l l  t h i s  body count and d o n ' t  p ick  up any weap-
ons. What's t h e  mat ter  with you?" 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen Captain MEDINA, s i r ,  
a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q - Y e s .  

A .  Well, of course,  I th ink  it was only a mat ter  of 
2 o r  3 weeks and the  t a sk  fo rce  was disbanded. I went 
south and r e j o i n e d  my b a t t a l i o n ,  and I th ink  he went nor th  
t o  r e j o i n  h i s .  I 'm no t  su re  exac t ly  where the  1/20 was. I 
do n o t  r e c a l l .  But t o  the  b e s t  of my memory, I d id  no t  s e e  
Captain MEDINA a f t e r  the  opera t ion  nor d i d  I see Captain 
MICHLES. 

Q T e l l  me something now, when t h i s  opera t ion  was 
over, you were supposed t o  go on a r i c e - d e n i a l  opera t ion .  
Did your u n i t  go on a r i c e - d e n i a l  opera t ion?  And d id  you 
break it up and spread it out  i n  small  detachments a l l  over 
t h e  a r e a  up around t h e  r i c e  bowl--up h e r e  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  
t o  t h e  nor th  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A .  North of the  r i v e r  you mean, s i r ?  

Q- Well, yes ,  it would be a c t u a l l y  maybe another  
5, 10, o r  maybe even 15 k i lometers  up t h e  coas t  toward 
Chu Lai?  

A. I c a n ' t  be s p e c i f i c . .  I do r e c a l l  an o r d e r ,  you 
know, of looking f o r  the  r i c e  t h a t  had been hoarded and h i d  
and s t u f f  l i k e  t h i s .  A n d  t h e  b e s t  I r e c a l l  it--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I t  wasn ' t  s o  much this--what t h i s  
was, the people i n  the  v i l l a g e s  would go out  t o  ga the r  r i c e ,  
and you would have t h i s  screen  around t h e  o u t s i d e  t o  p r o t e c t  
them from the  VC coming i n  t o  take  the  r i c e  away from them. 

A. Y e s ,  sir ,  I know what you a r e  t a l k i n g  about now. 
I d o n ' t  remember an opera t ion  of t h a t  s o r t ,  no, s i r .  I have 
been on them, bu t  no t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time t h a t  I remember, 

COL FRANKLIN:  Captain RIGGS, you remember having some ideas .  
Those i d e a s  I wouldn't  t h ink  would be formed from j u s t  one 
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b i t  of in format ion .  You probably had some i d e a s  about  C 
Company, o r  Captain  MEDINA, o r  something else t h a t  f i t t e d  
i n  w i t h  t h a t  r e p o r t  t h a t  you go t .  And I wish you would be 
very f rank .  What o t h e r  t hough t s ,  o r  expe r i ence ,  o r  f e e l -
i ngs  d i d  you have t h a t  s o r t  of l e d  you t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  it w a s  j u s t  
s h e e r  numbers. I mean t h e  r e p o r t .  I heard  t h e  r e p o r t  go 
ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  and, l e t ' s  f a c e  it, t h a t  i s  about  it. A s  
f a r  as I knew about  Captain  MEDINA, I s a w  i n  t h e  papers  t h a t  
he was c a l l e d  "Mad Dog," b u t  I understood he was c a l l e d  
"Mad Man" MEDINA. Now t h i s  is  what some of my men t o l d  
me. A s  f a r  as a c t u a l l y  having any c o n t a c t  w i t h  Captain  
MEDINA, whether he d i d  anyth ing  i n  an unauthor ized  manner, 
o r  d i d  n o t  conduct  h imse l f  i n  a manner becoming a c a p t a i n ,  
company commander, o r  an o f f i c e r  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, 
no, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q. I would guess  you w e r e  probably p r e t t y  c l o s e  
t o  your t r o o p s  t h e r e ,  Captain  R I G G S ,  and you would h e a r  
a l o t  of t a l k  when you w e r e  o u t  i n  t h e  boonies .  Did any 
of t h e  A Company s o l d i e r s  t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  l a t e r  
on? You heard  them t a l k i n g  even though you w e r e n ' t  around 
a l o t ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. I know what you are t a l k i n g  about ,  and I d i d  
t r y  t o  keep p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  my men and, you know, e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h i s  k ind  of  s i t u a t i o n  t o  see what was on t h e i r  mind. 
But as f a r  as t h i s  e v e r  having any s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
I can recal l ,  no. See,  w e  never  g o t  back t o g e t h e r  anywhere 
where t hey  would have been i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  any of  t h e  C h a r l i e  
Company t r o o p s .  Like I s a y ,  a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g  was ove r  t hey  
went t h e i r  way, and we  went ou r s .  W e  d i d n ' t  come on any LZ 
a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my memory, and my people  
had no--I had a l i t t l e - -my  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and some people  
were back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any of t hose  
people  having s a i d  anyth ing  e i t h e r .  

Q. A prev ious  company commander has  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 
thought  t h a t  some of the o t h e r  o u t f i t s  w e r e  p r e t t y  qu ick  t o  
shoot ;  they  w e r e n ' t  t o o  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  when it came t o  u s i n g  
t h e i r  weapons. Did you have any of this f e e l i n g  a t  a l l ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  
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Q- Would you expla in?  

A. Well I--not about any s p e c i f i c  u n i t ,  no, sir.  I 
had a b a t t a l i o n  commander we c a i i e d  FRANKLIN, who was not  
a c t u a l l y  i n  command of me a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  Colonel 
FRANKLIN went t o  war, you know, with the  b e s t  of them, i n  
f a c t ,  b e t t e r  than most, i f  I may say so.  But he was very,  
very i n s i s t e n t .  He l e f t  no doubt i n  your mind of what he 
expected of h i s  commanders i n  con tac t ,  a s  t o  when t o  shoot 
and when n o t  t o  shoot .  I say t h i s  because I th ink  t h i s  
was t r u e  of our b a t t a l i o n  more so  than the  o the r  two. 

Q How about i n  Task Force Barker? Was it the  
same way w i t h  Colonel BARKER? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  having Colonel BARKER say 
it one way o r  t h e  o the r .  

Q - Did Colonel BARKER v i s i t  you a l o t ,  come ou t  t o  
see you, t a l k  t o  you a l o t ,  s e e  what ' s  going on, give you 
guidance? 

A .  No, sir.  Most of my information I go t  from t h e  53. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s ee  Colonel--how 1ong.were you under 
Colonel BARKER? From the  l a s t  p a r t  of February un t i l - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  U n t i l  t he  t a sk  fo rce  dissolved--
probably 3 weeks, 4 weeks. I th ink  we went back 
south about t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l ,  t h e  b e s t  I r e c a l l .  We 
went down and took LZ Thunder. 

Q Do you f e e l  t h a t  Colonel BARKER, and t h i s  i s  your 
opinion,  had a r e a l  f e e l  f o r  what you w e r e  doing down i n  A 
Company? What your problems were? How your s o l d i e r s  thought? 
What was going on i n  A Company? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' d  say so .  I f e l t  l i k e  Colonel BARKER 
w a s  a very competent o f f i c e r .  I thought a g r e a t  d e a l  of him, 
and I thought a g r e a t  d e a l  of h i s  knowledge, and o v e r a l l  I 
f e e l  l i k e  he was we l l  q u a l i f i e d ,  yes ,  sir. 

I0: I f  he never v i s i t e d  you, how d i d  he ever  f i n d  out  
how--
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A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I d i d n ' t  say neve r ,  sir .  
Most of t h e  t i m e  I d i d  see t h e  S 3  more than  t h e  c o l o n e l .  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I mean I c a n ' t  say  how many t i m e s  I saw Colone l  
BARKER. I saw him a t  D o t t i e  maybe t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes  f o r  
a l i t t l e  b r i e f i n g ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and he  v i s i t e d  
my company p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  b u t  most ly  I ' v e  seen--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did h e  v i s i t  you d u r i n g  t h e  cou r se  
of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, no, s ir .  Of t h e  t h r e e ,  
I w a s  t h e  l e a s t  a c t i v e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him having been i n  
o u r  a r ea .  

MR MACCmTE: How c l o s e  d i d  you come back t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  i n  
t h e  course  o f  your o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  17 th  o r  1 8 t h ?  

A. Probably n o t  w i t h i n  a 1,000 meters .  Drawing from 
memory, 1,000 meters ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e .  

Q.  Of t h e  t h r e e  companies, your  company w a s  a c t u a l l y  
t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  fo l lowing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  16 th?  

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  I guess we were, r e a l l y .  

Q. W e  had hea rd  some indication--some people  were 
t a l k i n g  about having someone e l s e  swing through My L a i  ( 4 )  
a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t ,  and it s t r u c k  me a s  you w e r e  d e s c r i b i n g  
your p o s i t i o n  t h a t  you might have been t h e  most convenien t  
t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  A Company d i d  n o t  move i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  , 
n o t  t h i s  day. 

Q - I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  you d i d  n o t ,  but--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n d i c a t i o n  w a s  
e v e r  given m e  swinging back through f o r  ano the r  assessment  o r  
cleanup-type o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. W e  have no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  anyone thought  o f  your  
doing it e i t h e r .  

A. N o ,  I--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  There was some t a l k  about having
Char l ie  Company do it a ~ dI--

A. ( In te rpos ing j  I d o n 9 t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  i f  you had been 
down i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n .  

10: Well, you have been q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  us.  We re-
cognize your detachment from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  we a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  bu t  you have been of a s s i s t a n c e  i n  corrobo-
r a t i n g  some of t h e  b r i e f i n g  and t h e  way th ings  were handled. 
So, a s  I have i n d i c a t e d ,  f o r  the  sake of the record ,  we do 
want t o  s e e  i f  we can r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  opera t ion  as  b e s t  w e  
can. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I can understand t h a t .  

Q I ' m  going t o  ask Colonel FRANKLIN t o  s t a y  with you
and develop t h a t .  

A. Okay, sir.  

Q A s  f a r  as we a r e  concerned, we a r e  about t o  t e r -
minate your p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  hear ing  here .  I would ask 
you i f  a t  any t i m e  i n  the  f u t u r e  these  d e t a i l s  s t a r t  f a l l i n g  
back i n t o  place--I  know we ' re  t a l k i n g  about 20 t o  2 1  months 
ago, you s e e .  So now, you might say with the  a d d i t i o n a l  in-
formation t h a t  we've given you, which r e f r e s h e s  a l o t  of 
th ings ,  i f  any of these  thoughts  do come t o  mind again,  
g e t  i n  touch with us? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s u r e l y  w i l l .  

Q. Also, i f  you f i n d  t h a t  amongst your papers  t h a t  you 
have some memoranda o r  o ld  maps, photos,  o r  anything of t h i s  
nature--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I looked before  I came up he re ,  s i r ,  
and I found nothing. I d o n ' t  have anything. 

Q. Well i f  such th ings  do come t o  l i g h t ,  we'd be very 
happy t o  have them made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us. 

A.  Yes, s ir ,  A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  
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Q. Before we do conclude i f  you have any s ta tements  
o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  information which would h e l p  us i n  our pur-
pose, we'd be de l igh ted  t o  have it. 

A. No, sir ,  I do not .  

10: This  hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1725 hours ,  20 December 
1 9 6 9 . )  

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1728 hours ,  20 December 
1969. ) 

COL FRANKLIN: This hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
FRANKLIN, LTC MAHAFFEY, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

COL FRANKLIN: Captain RIGGS, we a r e  going t o  t r y  t o  t r a c e  
what your company d i d  day by day f o r  the  dura t ion  of the  
opera t ion ,  which was terminated j u s t  about t h e  18 th ,  perhaps 
the  19th  of March, 1968. So t r y  t o  t h i n k ,  i f  you can,  where 
your company was on t h e  15 th  of March? 

A, The n igh t  before?  

Q. Yes, t h e  n i g h t  before.  

A.  I th ink  w e  were r i g h t  he re ,  a t  721818, some-
th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  Around t h i s  l i t t l e  h i l l  m a s s  marked 2 1  
t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-1). 

Q I n  o t h e r  words you were about a c l i c k  t o  a c l i c k  
and a h a l f  nor th  of t h e  p o s i t i o n s  you occupied on t h e  16th? 

A .  I be l i eve  t h i s  is  where we s e t  up our  n igh t  po-
s i t i o n  here .  I t  was f a r  enough away from the  a r e a  of t h e  
opera t ion ,  you know, n o t  t o  give anything away, and y e t  it 
was c lose  enough s o  t h a t  as soon as  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  we could 
move i n t o  p o s i t i o n .  I n  Eact, t h i s  was i n  the  dark,  moving 
before d a y l i g h t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  because they had s o  much fu r -
t h e r  t o  go ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  eastern-most p la toon) .  

Q Did you move out  by company, o r  d i d  each of t h e  
platoons move i n t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ?  
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A. Each platoon ind iv idua l ly .  

Q Each platoon moved ou t  ind iv idua l ly .  What had 
you been doing, say on the  day before  o r  2 days before? 
What kind of mission had your company been on? 

A, The b e s t  I r e c a l l ,  it was S D ,  search  and des t roy ,  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  he re ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  somewhere, I ' m  no t  too  
sure .  I t  was i n  t h i s  a r e a  between LZ Uptight and t h i s  
l o c a t i o n  h e r e ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my memory. 

Q Okay. You moved i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  and you were 
i n  p o s i t i o n  about what time? 

A. Time-wise I do n o t  r e c a l l .  It was p r i o r  t o  
touchdown on t h e  LZ. 

Q How about being i n  p o s i t i o n  by f i r s t  l i g h t ?
Would t h a t  sound--

A. ( In te rpso ing)  Without coming up wi th  an hour, y e s ,  
t h a t  would do it. 

Q. You say t h e  t roops  were p r e t t y  we l l  psyched up.
Why were your t roops  psyched up? Because you a r e  no t  r e a l l y  
g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  where you--although you could 
g e t  sniped a t ?  

A, Reputation of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  more than  anything 
e l s e .  The t roops  had operated-- l ike I say,  we d i d n ' t  move 
i n t o  it a c t u a l l y ,  any of t h i s  a r e a ,  bu t  two company command-
e r s  p r i o r  t o  me were both wounded south of t h i s  r i v e r  down 
i n  here ;  and my t roops  knew t h a t  t h i s  was, you know, a 
p r e t t y  tough a rea ,  and I think--I d i d n ' t  i n t end  t o  say t h a t  
mine were up f o r  t h i s  t h i n g  as  much as  the  o t h e r  two companies, 
but  they were d e f i n i t e l y  more than average.  

Q Both o f  your predecessors  had been wounded i n  t h e  
p a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks i n  the  P i n k v i l l e  a rea?  

. A.  South of t h i s  r i v e r  he re ,  down i n  t h i s  a rea  h e r e ,  
yes ,  s ir ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  I n  f a c t ,  I th ink  
one of them was wounded on the  br idge ,  coming a c r o s s ,  and then 
t h e  o t h e r  one w a s  down i n  he re  somewhere. 
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Q. Okay. W e l l ,  t h e  day o f  t h e  16 th  t h e n ,  d i d  you
spend t h a t  e n t i r e  t i m e  j u s t  i n  t h a t  b lock ing  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. ,Yes, sir.  Th i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  day of  t h e  opera-
t i o n ?  

Q. Yes, t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - Okay. The f i r s t  n i g h t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  where 
d i d  you spend i t ?  

. A .  I b e l i e v e  w e  r e t a i n e d  o u r  p o s i t i o n  th roughout  
t h e  n i g h t .  

Q. Okay. Then what d i d  you do t h e  day of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
t h e  second day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Seems l i k e  w e  mainta ined t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e  now, and t h e n  w e  moved 
down i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Okay. We know on t h e  18 th  t h a t  C h a r l i e  Company 
came up i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My L a i  (3), o r  your 1st P la toon  
p o s i t i o n ,  and were hooked o u t  of  t h e r e  t o  go back t o  D o t t i e .  
So do you t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  
a t  l e a s t  t h e  18 th?  That  would b e  t h e  day of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t h e  n e x t  day,  and t h e  fo l lowing  day--3 days?  

A. No. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  t h i n k  you d id?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
3 days.  

Q. To s t a y  i n  one p l a c e  f o r  3 days l i k e  t h a t ,  
would t h a t  b e  unusual  f o r  you? 

A. Most d e f i n i t e l y ,  sir.  To s t a y  i n  one p l a c e  f o r  
2 days was unusual .  I never  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  same p l a c e  o v e r  
1 n i g h t .  The on ly  reason  w e  would have done s o  h e r e  would 
have been because of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f .  No, s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  , 

we moved i n t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  as I s a i d ,  e a r l y  on t h e  morning of  
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t h e  16th .  I guess it was the f i r s t  day. These da tes  a r e  
s t i l l  no t ,  you know, r e a l  up t o  snuff with m e .  And we 
might have s t ayed  2 n i g h t s ,  but  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we d i d ,  
I th ink  we moved out .  

Q Could you have s t ayed ,  say,  2 n igh t s?  Our 
i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e ,  on t h e  18 th ,  t h a t  Char l ie  Company moved 
out  f a i r l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  day from a p o s i t i o n  secured by 
your t roops ,  and then  a f t e r  Char l ie  was l i f t e d  o u t ,  your 
company moved ou t  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  l i f t  o u t .  Could t h a t  
have been poss ib le?  Down across  t h e  br idge  t h e r e  i n t o  
the  a r e a  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

t. 
A. I n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  p la toon he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
the  eastern-most p la toon)  was more o r  l e s s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
f o r  t h e  LZ. Is t h a t  what you a r e  descr ib ing?  

Q. Yes. 

A. W e l l ,  y e s ,  s i r ;  based on t h e  way we were deployed, 
it would d e f i n i t e l y  -be p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  I do n o t  remember. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember? 

A. I n  fact, I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  how Char l i e  Company 
l e f t  t h e  a r e a  of t h i s  opera t ion  a t  a l l .  I remember Bravo 
Company moving up i n  he re ,  and I remember, a f t e r  it was 
brought o u t ,  about t h e  mortar a t t a c k  t h a t  they had. But 
I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Okay. Af ter  you l e f t  t h a t  a rea  where d i d  you 
go? 

A.  I t h i n k  we went down i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  he re .  And 
I remember we crossed  t h i s  br idge.  

Q. And moved up i n  an a r e a  about a k i lometer  nor th  
of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. L e t ' s  see ,  My Lai ( 4 )  he re ,  it would be about i n  
here?  

Q. Y e s .  
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A. I t  seems l i k e  I remember t h a t  n igh t  a f t e r  we 
crossed we were c lose  enough t o  t h i s  br idge  t h a t  we could 
see  it, w e  could observe it, 

Q. The n igh t  t h a t  you crossed the  br idge .  Tha t ' s  
probably the  n igh t  of the  18th? Do you remember having a l l  
your p la toons  with you? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you normally opera te  with t h e  whole company 
i n  toge the r ,  o r  d i d  you send platoons a l l  over? 

A. No, we operated spread out .  

Q Oh, you d i d  opera te  spread out .  So i f  you had 
l e f t  a p la toon up t h e r e  t o  secure  the  LZ f o r  C h a r l i e ,  and they 
were behind you a k i lometer  o r  so  away, t h a t  would no t  have 
been unusual? 

A. No. 

Q- Okay. Okay, so  probably then,  t h e  n igh t  of t h e  18th  
you j u s t  c rossed  the  br idge t h e r e ,  which is  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  
How d i d  t h a t  r e l a t e  now t o  the  sapper a t t a c k  you were t a l k i n g  
about? 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I ' v e  been t a l k i n g  about t h e  
same th ing ,  This w a s  f a i r l y  l a t e  i n  t h e  evening when we went 
across  t h i s  br idge  now. 

Q - Yes? 

A.  We d i d  n o t  move very f a r .  Well, we went ac ross  
t h i s  br idge  and these  l i t t l e  p laces ,  where these  l i t t l e  
hootches show here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  the  black marks r ep resen t ing  
houses) .  They were p r e t t y  much deser ted .  Once again I say I 
operated p r e t t y  we l l  spread o u t ,  and I had my pla toons  spread 
out ,  and they were searching  these  a reas  and see ing  i f  w e  
could f i n d  r i c e ,  weapons, o r  any i n d i c a t i o n  of enemy a c t i v i t y .  
And when we regrouped a t  n i g h t ,  98  percent  of the  t ime, unless  
we went on n i g h t  p a t r o l  opera t ions  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  but  
then we came back toge the r .  I d o n ' t  know. We were p r e t t y  c lose  
t o  a church, s o  it might have been r i g h t  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  , 

t he  black mark rep resen t ing  a church) .  
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Q - Right the re .  Tha t ' s  about a l i t t l e  l e s s  than a 
ki lometer  nor th  of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. North of My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
Q - Okay. Your p la toons  were spread out  dur ing  the  day, 
but a t  n igh t  you would have your whole company back toge the r?  

A. Nearly always, except  maybe, you know, f o r  a  smal l  
ambush o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Now i f  you'd have layed around t o  secure  C Company
t o  g e t  l i f t e d  o u t  on t h e  18 th ,  t h a t  would perhaps explain why 
you were s o r t  of l a t e  i n  the  day c ross ing  t h a t  br idge nor th  
of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  Is t h i s  poss ib le?  IS t h i s  l o g i c a l ?  

A. Both. 

Q. Yeah. So you weren ' t  too  f a r  south  of the  br idge  
t h e r e ,  and you g o t  your company toge the r ,  and then when d i d  
t h a t  sappex a t t a c k  take  place? 

A .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  it was' about 2 o ' c l o c k  i n  
the  morning. 

Q. You are s u r e  it was south of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Yes. I 'm almost p o s i t i v e  t h a t  it w a s ,  yes. 

Q. Okay. What happened on t h a t  a t t a c k ?  

A. Well, I th ink  one of the  names t h a t  t h e  genera l  
read awhile ago rang a b e l l  a f t e r  we g o t  t o  t a l k i n g  about 
t h i s ,  one of t h e  se rgean t s .  We had a  p o s i t i o n  we had s e t  
up, and once again ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  t h e  day. I t h i n k ,  
based on what we've t a l k e d  about,  I be l i eve  t h i s  i s  p r e t t y  
w e l l  r i g h t .  Right along with what we've t a l k e d  about.  And 
we had a machinegun p o s i t i o n  s e t  up, and it was approved. 
The p la toon l e a d e r  had approved it, and I had approved it 
a s  being okay f o r  the  n igh t .  And it was s e t  up on a b l u f f ,  
not  a  b l u f f  , bu t  it was ground about as  high as  t h i s  t a b l e  
o r  maybe a l i t t l e  h igher  from the  r i c e  paddie.  I t  was a 
l i t t l e  high ground, and it was out  c lose  enough t o  t h e  edge 
where the  man wi th  t h e  gun could see  o u t  i n t o  t h e  water and 
the  r i c e .  And a f t e r  it was s e t  up, a f t e r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  was 
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se t  up and approved,  t h i s  Se rgean t  BRANHAM, I t h i n k  h i s  name 
w a s ,  moved t h e  gun. He p u l l e d  it back away from t h e  edge,  and 
h e  c u t  down on i t s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  and,  of cou r se ,  w e  d i d n ' t  
r e a l i z e  t h i s  a t  t h e  t ime .  This  a l l  came about a f t e r  t h i s  
a t t a c k .  

And it was p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, and a l l  
of  a sudden t h e r e  w e r e ,  you know, a l o t  of  e x p l o s i o n s ,  you 
know, l i k e  incoming mor ta r  f i r e .  And I r e p o r t e d  t h a t  I sus -
pec ted  it w a s  mortar  f i r e  and t h a t  I had c a s u a l t i e s .  And I 
t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  problem wi th  t h e  one,  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a l l  h e r e ,  
b u t  it was n o t  c o r r e c t e d ,  because s i x  i s  about t h e  r i g h t  num-
b e r ,  and I b e l i e v e  I d i d  r e p o r t  t h a t  it was 60 mor ta r  f i r e ,  
n o t  81 o r  l a r g e r .  But t h a t  t i m e  d o e s n ' t  seem r i g h t .  I t  may 
be ,  b u t  it s e e m s  l i k e  it was 2 o r  3 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  
morning. I may b e  wrong. 

Q. You're  s u r e  t h a t  it was sou th  o f  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Almost 100 p e r c e n t  s u r e ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Okay. You d i d n ' t  t a k e  two k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded 
s o  o f t e n  t h a t  you wouldn ' t - - th i s  d i d n ' t  happen every  n i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. So it had t o  b e  e a r l y ,  because you normal ly  d i d n ' t  
s t a y  more than  1 n i g h t  i n  a  p l a c e ,  you might have s t a y e d  
2 . n i g h t s  h e r e .  That  would mean the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Up h e r e  you mean ( i n d i c a t i n g  on 
E x h i b i t  MAP-1) ? 

Q. Y e s .  So t h a t  would mean t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t h a t  
cou ld  have happened was t h e  morning of t h e  1 8 t h ,  b u t  more 
l i k e l y  t h e  morning of  t h e  19 th?  I n  o t h e r  words, r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  when you moved a c r o s s ,  i f  you s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  
t h e r e ,  and you moved a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h e  ear l ies t  
t h i s  cou ld  have happened would have been t h e  1 8 t h ?  The e a r l y  
morning hours  of  t h e  1 8 t h ?  

A. The l a t e  evening  hour s ,  a s  it says  h e r e ,  on t h e  1 7 t h  
o r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning on t h e  18 th .  

Q. O r  if you s t a y e d  up t h e r e  2 days ,  it would have 
been e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning of t h e  19th--18th,  19 th?  And you 
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d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  miss ion o f  s e c u r i n g  a Lima Zulu f o r  C h a r l i e  
Company? 

A. No, sir, I do n o t .  

Q Of cour se ,  t h i s  is  r e a l l y  unusual  t o  s e c u r e  a 
Lima Zulu f o r  a r i f l e  company, i s  it n o t ?  You s e c u r e  your 
own. 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  W e  s e c u r e  o u r  own whenever w e  
l e f t  an a r e a .  W e  performed our  own s e c u r i t y .  

Q You mean a r i f l e  company could  very  e a r i l y  go i n  
and s e c u r e  an LZ,  and t h e  f i r s t  u n i t  t h a t ' s  o u t  of  t h e r e  goes 
o u t  on a hook, and you t a k e  t h e  rest o f  them o u t  on s l i c k s ?  

LTC MAHAFFEY: I t h i n k  t h a t  may be t h e  p o i n t .  A s  you r e c a l l ,  
they  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  by CH-47's, and I d o n ' t  know i f  t hey  a l s o  
had s l i c k s  t o  p u l l  any s e c u r i t y  e lement .  I t  may very w e l l  
have been t h e  reason  why they  had t o  s e c u r e  t h e  LZ f o r  them.. 

A. I f  t h i s  w a s  s t r i c t l y  based on t h e  p o l i c y ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l  it, t h e  hook company, t h e  America1 Div i s ion  o r  some-
body, t h e  SOP was t h a t  t h e r e  had t o  be ,  i f  it was s t r i c t l y  
a hook l i f t ,  t h e r e  had t o  b e  t r o o p s  on t h e  ground when 
t h e  l a s t  t r o o p s  l e f t  o u t  of  t h e r e .  

Q Right .  

A. But t hen  i n  t h i s  ca se ,  i f  t h i s  was s t r i c t l y  a hook 
e x t r a c t i o n ,  t hen  t h a t  even makes more s e n s e ,  b u t  I cannot say  
t h a t  I r e c a l l  one of  my p l a t o o n s  d i d  s e c u r e  a LZ. I do n o t  
r e c a l l  t h i s .  

COL FRANKLIN: Y e s .  Then a l l  you can say  i s  t h a t  you a r e  q u i t e  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  came sou th  of t h e  r i v e r ,  and it 
was n o t  a mor ta r  a t t a c k  a s  o r g i n a l l y  r e p o r t e d ,  b u t  s appe r s  
t h a t  came i n ?  

A. . Right ,  w i t h  hand grenades, .  

Q. Okay. When you w e r e  sou th  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  d i d  you 
cons ide r  t h e n  a t  t h i s  t i m e - - l e t ' s  s ay  t h i s  was e i t h e r  t h e  1 8 t h  
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o r  t h e  1 9 t h ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. A s  f a r  as you w e r e  con-
cerned ,  was t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  miss ion over?  Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
--Task Force  Barker ,  t h e  coo rd ina t ed  a t t a c k ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

Q. And you then  would j u s t  be a--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I n  f a c t ,  I cons idered  it was over  
when I c r o s s e d  t h i s  b r i d g e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  what I r e c a l l .  The 
o t h e r  companies, c h a r l i e  had moved and Bravo had moved. Once 
aga in ,  t h a t  i s  based on a long t i m e  ago. I t h i n k  i f  an i nves -
t i g a t i o n  or something had been conducted r i g h t  t h e n ,  you know, 
t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be  any now. But I never  thought  any more 
about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  much. 

Q. And what do you r e c a l l  doing a f t e r  you c r o s s e d  
t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  nex t  couple  o f  days? 

A.  	 W e ,  as best I r e c a l l - - t h i s  i s  a f a m i l i a r  name 
( i n d i c a t i n g  name on E x h i b i t  M A P - l ) ,  s o  I t h i n k  we went up 
i n  he re .  

Q - Swung up i n  t h e  n o r t h  t h e r e .  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show 
i t ' s  about 2 k i l o m e t e r s  n o r t h  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Swung up t h e r e .  

A .  Now, once a g a i n ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  
o u t  a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g  w a s  concluded.  I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  two 
companies moved t o  D o t t i e  and Up t igh t ,  I ' m  n o t  r e a l  s u r e ,  b u t  
I b e l i e v e .  Once aga in ,  i t s  obvious t h a t  of t h e  t h r e e  com-
pan ie s  i nvo lved ,  mine was t h e  l e a s t  involved a s  f a r  as a c t u a l  
c o n t a c t .  And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  two moved t o  t h e  two L Z ' s  
t h a t  w e  had i n  Task Force  Barker ,  D o t t i e  and Up t igh t  h e r e .  
And I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  my company s t a y e d  o u t ,  and w e  o p e r a t -
e d  p r e t t y  much independent ly  l i k e  we always d i d .  

Q. Y e s .  

A.  The S 3 ,  Major CALHOUN, and t h e  c o l o n e l  would j u s t  
g i v e  m e  a goose egg,  an AO, and they  would have me S&D, clear,  
ambush, o r  a combination,  you know, s o r t  of whatever  t hey  
wanted m e  t o  do. But how I went about  it was my p r e r o g a t i v e ,  
and,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my memory, we c ros sed  back a c r o s s  t h e  
r i v e r ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  where. I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  i s  a 
b r i d g e  up h e r e  somewhere t h a t  d o e s n ' t  show on t h e  map, o r  a 
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shallow p lace ,  o r  something. I t h i n k  we went up t h i s  way 
and went back across  t h i ?  r i v e r .  We d i d n ' t  s t a y  down i n  
here  t h a t  long a per iod  of time. 

Q- ' You moved up then ,  t r a v e l i n g  north? 

A. I t h i n k  so ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q- While t h i s  opera t ion  was going on, p a r t i c u l a r l y
t h e  morning of t h e  16th ,  you a r e  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what 's  
happening. The b e s t  way t o  know what i s  going on i s  t o  moni- 
t o r  your r a d i o  p r e t t y  c l o s e l y .  

A. Right.  

Q- What was t h e  impression you g o t  from l i s t e n i n g  t o  
t h e  r ad io?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember. I agree with you. I 
l i s t e n e d ,  I know I l i s t e n e d .  I had a small  "squawk box" 
the re .  I d i d n ' t  have t o  hold i t  t o  my e a r .  Of course, it 
was t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command n e t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any exac t  
t ransmission o r  t h e  g i s t  of any t ransmiss ions  a t  a l l .  

Q. Would you r e c a l l  i f  Major CALHOUN was t e l l i n g  a 
company commander t o  move somewhere and t h e  d i v i s i o n  command- 
e r  broke i n  and countermanded t h e  order?  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  
would s t i c k  i n  your mind? 

A. I would th ink  t h a t  it would. 

Q. I f  you weren ' t  around and your RTO heard that--he 
was bound t o  h e a r ,  he  hea r s  everything--would your RTO t e l l  
you about t h a t  i f  he heard i t ?  

A. I f e e l  l i k e  he would, yes ,  sir. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  being t o l d  t h a t  on t h e  16th?  

A. No. 

Q. O r  any o t h e r  time? 

A. That t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander--
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  th inking  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of 
Captain MEDINA being t o l d  t o  move back i n t o  t h e  a r e a  of My 
Lai ( 4 )  t o  count some bodies? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander coming 
on t h a t  n e t  a t  any time during t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. No, I do no t .  He could have come i n  on t h e  
company n e t  and, of course ,  I wouldn ' t  have heard t h a t ,  
you know, another  company. Of course,  you s a i d  it came 
i n  on t h e  t a s k  fo rce  n e t ,  which I would have heard.  But 
I d o n ' t  -- i f  he d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Would CALHOUN genera l ly  g e t  on a company n e t  
t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  company commander o r  would he always do it 
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. Generally always on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ,  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my memory, unless  t h e r e  was some o t h e r  t r a f f i c ,  you 
know, t h a t  needed t o  be conducted, and he 'd  come up on my 
frequency. 

Q . When you were wi th  Task Force Barker and then 
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  11th  Brigade, was t h e r e  a l o t  of emphasis, I 
mean r e a l  emphasis, on n o t  unnecessar i ly  h u r t i n g  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. I would say so ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q And you r e a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  want t o  do 
any more than  you had t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Like I say ,  I can speak d e f i n i t e l y  f o r  
those  b a t t a l i o n s  i n  the  1st I n f a n t r y ,  f o r  t h e r e  I most d e f i -
n i t e l y  know what t h e  pol icy  was i n  my b a t t a l i o n .  And it is  
j u s t  a s  you say ,  you know, you d o n ' t  -- Colonel FRANKLIN 
d i d n ' t  be l i eve  i n  burning v i l l a g e s ;  you know, j u s t  going 
i n  shoot ing them up o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  Now i f  you had 
con tac t  i n  a v i l l a g e ,  w e l l  t h a t  was a d i f f e , r e n t  s t o r y .  But 
a s  f a r  a s  j u s t  going i n ,  -just s e t t i n g  a torch  t o  them, he 
d id  no t  condone it. This was no t  permit ted.  

Q. Do you th ink  i f  you knew Colonel BARKER had t o l d  
Captain MEDINA t o  do t h a t ,  t h a t  would have made an impression 
on your mind? 
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I t h i n k  it would, yes ,  sir. 

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  of an o r d e r  i n  t h e  America1 
and your  o u t f i t  t o  k i l l  l i v e s t o c k  and burn hootches? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- Did you c a r r y  your mortars  wi th  you when you 
came down? You c a r r y  mortars  wi th  you i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. W e  have c a r r i e d  one o r  two. 

Q. How about  when you f i r e d  your mortar? Who 
would a d j u s t  t h e  f i r e  of it, normally? I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  Who would a d j u s t  your mortar  
f i r e ?  

A. One o f  t h e  F O ' s  wi th  r i f l e  p la toons .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  eve r  having f i r e d  any excep t  t o  l a y  it i n  a t  n i g h t .  
I mean, you know, j u s t  t o  h a u l  it o u t  and shoot  it, w e  
d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  do it. What do you mean FO, t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  FO o r  t h e  81 FO? 

A. The 81 FO. 

Q- The 81 FO. Who would you c l e a r  it through? 

A. Most of t h e  t ime a l l  I had t o  do,  a s  I say ,  was 
I ' d  r e g i s t e r  them a t  n i g h t ,  and I u s u a l l y  g o t  -- I guess 
I j u s t  c a l l e d  t h e  TOC, t h i s  was t a s k  f o r c e  TOC, and t o l d  
them t h a t  I wanted t o  shoot .  And t h e n ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  I can 
r e c a l l ,  t hey  would g ive  m e  permission t o  f i r e ,  because 
I know t h a t  t h e  i n d i r e c t  f i r e  used over  t h e r e  went through 
a l o t  of  c l e a r a n c e  procedures b e f o r e  you could f i r e  -- o t h e r  
than dur ing  c o n t a c t .  

Q. You would c a l l  t h e  TOC. Did you o p e r a t e  wi th  
gunships very  o f t e n ?  

A .  I n  t h e  mountains? 
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Q I n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. ' J u s t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  gunships .  What w a s  your  impres-
s i o n  of t h e s e  people?  I ' m  t a l k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  t h e s e  
gunship p i l o t s  and p r e c a u t i o n a r y  measures t aken  n o t  t o  h u r t  
c i v i l i a n s ?  . 
A. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  have a thought  
about  it. I guess  because t h e  on ly  t imes  I remember working 
w i t h  gunships  was i n  p r e t t y  heavy jungle ,  t h i s  k ind  o f  s t u f f .  
B t i t  a s  f a r  a s  I know, they--I  never  saw them--the o n l y  t i m e  
I eve r  sawjthem s h o o t i n g  up j u s t  f o r  t h e  pure  o l d  heck of  
shoo t ing ,  t h e y  w e r e  s h o o t i n g  i n  t h e  ocean t e s t i n g  t h e i r  
guns o r  something.  A s  f a r  a s  j u s t  a c t u a l l y  h a u l i n g  o f f  
and b l a z i n g  away a t  somebody, no,  s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q .  . When you f i r s t  hea rd  about what happened h e r e  
i n  My L a i  i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  what w a s  your  r e a c t i o n ?  

A. When I f i r s t  hea rd  about  it b e f o r e  I even re-
a l i z e d  t h a t  I knew what it w a s ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. W e l l ,  I t hough t  i f  it w a s  t r u e ,  i f  t h e r e  w a s  
enough ev idence  t o  back it up, it was d e f i n i t e l y  wrong 
procedure  and t h a t  t h e  wrong a c t i o n s  had been t a k e n  by 
p l a t o o n  l e a d e r s .  

Q When you found o u t  it was Task Force  Barker ,  w e r e  
you s u p r i s e d ,  shocked, o r  what? 

A. W e l l ,  y e s .  L ike  I s a y ,  a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  
on ly  though t s  I e v e r  had about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  l a t e r  w a s  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  number of  k i l l e d  t o  weapons cap tured .  
Then when it a l l  came o u t  i n  t h e  p r e s s  -- and it w a s  q u i t e  
some t i m e  -- l i k e  I s a y ,  b e f o r e  I eve r  r e a l i z e d  I even  knew 
what t hey  w e r e  t a l k i n g  about .  Of cou r se ,  as soon as t h e y  
mentioned P i n k v i l l e  and t h e  d a t e  t o g e t h e r :  t h e n  I remembered, 
because it was a coo rd ina t ed  e f f o r t .  I t  w a s  a l i t t l e  more 
than  t h e  average d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n ,  s o  I remembered it. I 
remembered e x a c t l y  what it w a s ,  and I remembered what I had 
thought  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was over .  
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LTC MAHAFFEY: I would l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  on 
the  af ternoon of the  15 th ,  the  day before  the  opera t ion .  
M r .  RIGGS, i n  your previous testimony, d i d  you i n d i c a t e  you 
d id  o r  d id  n o t  remember Colonei XENDERSON, t h e  br igade  
commander, having been t h e r e ?  

A. I do no t  remember Colonel HENDERSON having been 
t h e r e .  

Q - You do not?  

A. No. 

Q - O r  h i s  having spoken t o  t h e  assembled group of 
company commanders? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. You a l s o  mentioned t h a t  t h e  kind of opera t ions  
t h a t  you had been conducting p r i o r  t o  t h i s  time was search 
and des t roy .  W a s  t h i s  t h e  normal type mission t h a t  you 
conducted i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. P r e t t y  much search and des t roy  cr search  and 
c l e a r ,  var ious  names. That is  based on the  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  
Sometimes we'd s tar t  it maybe, and they would come up with 
something, and we'd move r e a l  f a s t  and do something e l s e .  

Q Do you remember i f  the  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  w a s  
a search  and c l e a r  o r  whether it was a search  and destroy 
o r  p r e c i s e l y  what type of opera t ion  it was supposed t o  have 
been? 

A. No, I would, j u s t  from t h e  way it was s e t  up 
and t h e  way it was presented  t o  me, I would c a l l  it an S&D. 

Q . S&D, search  and des t roy?  

A. Search and destroy.  But it a c t u a l l y ,  you know, 
it h a d n ' t  been named t h a t .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. Get t ing  back t o  t h e  monitorship of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t ,  which, i n  a s t a t i c  s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  i s  sometimes t h e  
only way you can keep a b r e a s t  of what ' s  going on. Do you re-
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member a t  any time i f  t r a f f i c  was passed over t h a t  n e t  t h a t  
day concerning t h e  burning of hootches,  k i l l i n g  and wounding 
of noncombatants o r  c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  anything e l s e  which might 
have s tood '  o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. No, sir. The only -- I can r e c a l l  one t r ans -
mission and t h a t  was t h a t  Captain MICHLES' XO was k i l l e d  t h a t  
day. And the  only reason I r e c a l l  t h a t  i s  t h a t  h i s  wife and 
my wife were p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s .  Of course ,  you know we  
c a l l  i n  our c a s u a l t i e s  by r o s t e r  number, and when you c a l l  
i n  r o s t e r  number 2 t h a t  meant t h e  number of t h e  XO. 

Q. How w a s .  he k i l l e d ?  

A. I th ink  it w a s  a booby t r a p .  

Q. What was h i s  name? 

A. COCHRAN. Lieutenant  COCHRAN. 

Q. Could you see  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  My Lai (I), P i n k v i l l e ,  
from your loca t ion?  

A, No, sir. 

Q You could no t  see  i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: You s u r e  about t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  We've had testimony you could see  from Uptight.  
You could see  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  previous opera t ions ,  f i r i n g  
i n  the  w a t e r  a t  t he  s w i f t  boats .  You c o u l d n ' t  see  anything 
a t  a l l  i n  o r  near  the  a r e a  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir, 

Q - From where you were, you couldn ' t?  

A. From where I was, I could no t ,  no, s ir ,  I t  is 
conceivable t h a t  you could s e e  from Uptight.  But Uptight 
i s  q u i t e  high i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  ground w e  were on, which 
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was roughly on t h e  same l e v e l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  ground. Of course ,  
you know how you have t h e  l i t t l e  palm t r e e s  and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t  which would keep you from see ing .  

Q* Stuf f  l i k e  on t h e  photographs ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  photo- 
graphs on t h e  w a l l )  . 
A .  Yes. This  kind of s t u f f  h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
photographs) would keep you from see ing  across  because of t h e  
t r e e s  and t h e  growth i n  t h e  way. But I could n o t  see  e i t h e r  
one of t h e  two. I n  f a c t ,  w e  could s e e  across  t h e  r i v e r  from 
our  p o s i t i o n s  b u t  t h e  growth prevented me from a c t u a l l y  see ing  
i n t o  -- I d i d n ' t  s e e  any f r i e n d l y  o r  enemy movement o r  any 
movement a t  a l l  i n  t h e  a rea  of e i t h e r  one of t h e  two, My L a i  
( 4 )  o r  My La i  (1). 

LTC MAHAFFEY: Did you a t  t h i s  1 5  March b r i e f i n g  g e t  any- 
t h i n g  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  i n  t h e  form of an over lay  of t h e  oper- 
a t i o n ?  

A. We probably got  an over lay .  

Q. Why do yoi say probably? 

A. Because t h a t  would be t h e  po l i cy .  Usually t h e  only 
t h i n g  you would g e t  i n  w r i t i n g  would be an over lay .  And it 
would usua l ly  i n d i c a t e  -- it would be an overlay with a f r a g  
order  on it. And I always destroyed mine t h a t  day. I didn ' t  
--I mean--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But you t h i n k  such an -overlay w i t h  
£rag o rde r  was i n  f a c t  i ssued?  

A. I t h i n k  it was. 

COL FRANKLIN: A r e  you saying  t h a t  because it genera l ly  was 
o r  you remember one? 

A. No, t h a t ' s  what I s a i d ,  j u s t  because i t  genera l ly  
was. 

Q. I t  genera l ly  was, b u t  you-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  That I a c t u a l l y  remember i t ,  no, 
s ir ,  I do n o t  remember one. 
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Okay.Q. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: Were t h e r e  any i s sued  t h a t  you remember a t  a l l  
during the. t a sk  f o r c e ' s  ope ra t ion ,  during the  e n t i r e  t a s k  
force? 

A. Overlay? 

Q. Yes? 

A. W e l l ,  yes ,  it seems l i k e  they were, but  again I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  

Q. I understand. I j u s t  wondered i f  you could sep-
a r a t e  o u t  t h e  way t h e  3/1 operated and--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, yes ,  t h i s  i s  where I ' m  having 
t r o u b l e ,  because i n  t h e  3/1 I .got an overlay j u s t  almost d a i l y  
without f a i l ,  and t h i s  is where I ' m  having t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  
them separated.  

Q So you are n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  but  you t h i n k  t h e r e  
may have been an overlay with a £rag order  i s sued  f o r  t h e  
t a sk  force?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The l a s t  ques t ion  I have is ;  would you a t  any 
time on the  1 6 t h ,  17 th ,  o r  18 th ,  o t h e r  than  f o r  r e g i s -
t r a t i o n  purpose, have f i r e d  your accompanying mortar? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge and rcmemberance, no. 

Q. Do you have anything t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  add, 
f o r  t h e  second time he re?  

A, No, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: The hear ing  i s  recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1759 hours ,  20 December 19690) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 


WITNESS: TRINKLE, Patrick Michael, MAJ 


DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: N/A 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: S-3, 3d Battalion, 

1st Infantry 


1. TRINKLE'S IMPRESSION OF THE PERSONNEL OF TASK FORCE 

BARKER. 


a. Trinkle's evaluation of LTC BARKER. 


TRINKLE was with the task force until 26 February 

1968, at which time he was wounded (pg. 3). There were 

several reasons why he thought BARKER was a weak CO. First, 

operations were not planned at meetings, but at informal 

discussions between Major CALHOUN and the company commanders 

(pg. 4). At these informal discussions, the company 

commanders would present a plan to Major CALHOUN with whom 

they would discuss it and CALHOUN would then present the 

final plan to BARKER for approval (pgs. 4,7,24). Second, 

BARKER never set any task force standards; thus each company 

proceeded as it had with its parent battalion (pg. 11). 

Third, TRINKLE thought,that because of the danger of ambush 

BARKER had erred on one occasion by requiring his company 

to make a night link-up with a Vietnamese unit (pg. 4). 

Finally, the task force did not act concertedly, but each 

company operated independently of the other (pg. 7). 


b. TRINKLE's evaluation of MEDINA. 


TRINKLE did not mind operating independently of 

the other companies because he thought their commanders 

were weak (pg. 10). He felt that MEDINA's company was 

undisciplined and would shoot first and ask questions 

later (pg. 11). 
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2. TRINKLE'S IMPRESSIONS OF OPERATIONS IN THE PINKVILLE 

AREA. 


a. TRINKLE1s experiences in My Lai. 


TRINKLE was in My Lai twice (pg. 17). He felt 
that the people in the area were controlled by the communists 
and that it was their job to support the 48th Main Eorce 
VC Battalion (pg. 18). There was nothing significant-in 
the fact that My Lai was a fortified village because all 
the villages in the area were fortified (pg. 17). The 
second time he was in My ~ a l  he was wounded by fire 
coming from within and to the east of the village (pg. 17). 
His company had suffered two dead and thirty wounded in 
the Pinkville area over the three week period before he was 
wounded (pg. 13) . 

b. TRINKLE1s control of his unit. 


He did not have trouble with his troops shooting 

civilians or burning hootches because he had stressed to 

them the importance of civilians and the political 

implications of burning villages (pg. 10). He was never 

instructed to burn or destroy hootches or livestock--only 

tunnels (pg. 9). He also stressed to his men the desir- 

ability of capturing prisoners (pg. 16). Thus his unit 

would try to catch persons attempting to escape-from it 

(pg. 16). His men were only allowed to shoot persons whom 

they could not outrun and persons with weapons (pg. 16). 


c. TRINKLE1s opinion as to how VC could be 

distinguished from innocent civilians. 


In his opinion, the only way a person could be 

positively proven to be a VC was if he had a weapon or a 

document or was attempting escape (pg. 16). Thus a person 

killed by artillery fire who appeared to be a noncombatant 

would not be reported by his unit as a VC KIA (pg. 20). 

His people had killed women with weapons (pg. 21). 


d. TRINKLE1s opinion as to when a village would be 

deserted. 


TRINKLE did not think that a whole village would 
be deserted after 0700 .(pg. 8). In his experience, all the 
women did not go to market on a given day (pg. 8). 
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3. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. Rumor of unnecessary civilian casualties at 

My Lai. 


While TRINKLE was in the hospital, he spoke with 
the person who had succeeded him in command of Company A 
and who was in command on 16 March 1968 (pg. 14). This 
person told TRINKLE that C Company had gone into My ~ a i  and 
had quite a fight (pg. 14). However, it was this person's 
opinion that C Company had just killed some civilians and 
exaggerated the report (pg. 14). TRINKLE stated, however, 
that neither he nor his successor suspected the magnitude 
of what happened at My Lai (pg. 14). TRINKLE did not recall 
any complaint of the indiscriminate killing of civilians 
by any unit of Task Force Barker while he was CO of 
A Company (pg. 15) . 

b. Prior training in the rules of land warfare. 


t-l 

43 During the six weeks TRINKLE was in Hawaii with 

A Company prior to deployment to Vietnam, he did not 
Lo recall his men getting any training from higher head- 
< quarters on the treatment of noncombatants (pg. 25). The 
0 7  only training his men received in this regard was that which 

he gave them from his own experiences during an earlier 
tour in Vietnam (pg. 25). 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1010 h o u r s ,  10 
December 196 9. ) 

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL WILSON 
and MAJ LYNN. 

(MAJ P a t r i c k  Michael  TRINKLE, 1 

I n f a n t r y  Department of T a c t i c s ,  United S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  
Academy, w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

COL WILSON: Major TRINKLE, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army t o  de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and make f i n d i n g s  
and recommendations concerning : 

(1) the adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as the My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any persons  who had t h e  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  b e i n g  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened 
a t  My La i .  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which 
I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

The S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
have appoin ted  and d i r e c t e d  L i e u t e n a n t  General  W.R. PEERS t o  
conduct  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I a m  an i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o f f i c e r  on 
General  PEERS' board and t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I ask you w i l l  b e  
on h i s  beha l f  and a l l  evidence w i l l  be e v a l u a t e d  by General  
PEERS f o r  h i s  recommendations t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f .  

What w a s  your ass ignment  i n  March 1968? 

A. During t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of March, I was h o s p i t a l i z e d ;  
and about  mid-March o r  p o s s i b l y  l a t e  March, I r e t u r n e d  t o  3/1 
and became t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S3. 
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Q. You were n o t  t h e  commander of Company A on t h e  
16th of March 1968, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q. Where were you wounded? 

A, I w a s  wounded i n  t h e  Muscatine a r e a  of opera t ions ,  
while  I w a s  a company commander. 

Q. Was t h i s  nor th  of t h e  Song Ham Giang River? 

A.  (Af ter  reviewing map) N o ,  s i r ,  it was south .  

Q South of t h e  Song Ham Giang River? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Then you were i n  t h e  a rea  of what is  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex? 

A. I was j u s t  t o  the  west of what was c a l l e d  t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  yes.  

Q. Were you i n  t h e  Muscatine a r e a  o r  t h e  Task Force 
Barker a r e a  o r  were you i n  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion a rea?  

A. That a r e a  which w a s  normally assigned t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion.  

Q. This  is  t h e  a r e a  which you were wounded i n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Would you g ive  me t h e  coordina tes  where you
received your wounds? 

A. (Af te r  reviewing map) To t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge,  it was a t  about 725785. 
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(The wi tnes s  p o i n t e d  t o  a l o c a t i o n  n o r t h  of 
Road 521, approximately  700 meters  east of My L a i  ( 4 )  .) 

Q- And what w a s  t h e  d a t e  of t h a t  wound? 

A. According t o  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  I have a 
d a t e  of 26 February.  But i n  l ook ing  back through my o l d e r  
letters,  I now b e l i e v e  it w a s  p o s s i b l y  on t h e  24th  or 
25th of February.  The reason  I say t h a t ,  s i r ,  i s  t h e  
r e p o r t s  about  my wounds a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  ones--they say 
t h e  26 th  b u t  i n  looking  back through my o l d  le t ters  t h a t  
I s e n t  t o  my w i f e ,  I n o t i c e d  one t h a t  was d a t e d  t h e  25th--
I may have made a mis take  on t h e  d a t e  on t h e  l e t t e r .  

Q. The impor t an t  t h i n g  was t h a t  you w e r e  wounded 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A.  Y e s  , sir. 

Q- Some 2 weeks b e f o r e  t h e  16 th  of March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q A t  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  I 
a m  going t o  ask you t o  use  maps and photographs o r  what-
e v e r  m a t e r i a l  you need t o  p rov ide  General  PEERS w i t h  a 
symbolic concept  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  wounded. 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q I would a l s o  l i k e  f o r  you, wherever p o s s i b l e ,  
t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and VC p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  are 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h a t  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Who w a s  commanding t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  when you were 
wounded? 

A. Colonel  Frank BARKER, s ir .  

Q What was your  judgment of Colonel  BARKER a s  
a t a s k  f o r c e  commander? I 
(TRINKLE) 
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I thought he w a s  a weak commander, sir. 

Q. I n  what way? 

A. Well, he was opera t ing  under a handicap i n  
one way, i n  t h a t  t h e  t a sk  fo rce  had been formed quickly .  
He d id  no t  know any of h i s  company commanders, he w a s  
opera t ing  with a thrown-together s t a f f .  The only 
i n f a n t r y  o f f i c e r  t h a t  I remember being on h i s  s t a f f  
t h a t  r e a l l y  understood t h e  opera t ion  was Major CALHOUN. 
Colonel BARKER, from t h e  time t h e  t a sk  fo rce  was formed, 
gave me t h e  impression t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  know what 
he wanted t o  do o r  how he wanted t o  do it. H e  very s e l -
dom ta lked  t o  us a s  f a r  a s  s i t t i n g  down and d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  opera t ions  o r  how we should do them. Most of my 
opera t ions  i n  t h e  Muscatine a r e a  were th ings  which 
r e a l l y  Major CALHOUN and I more o r  l e s s  go t  t o g e t h e r ,  
and s a t  down, and t r i e d  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  where t h e  VC 
were and how we could sneak up on them. I used t o  op-
e r a t e  a l o t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and a f t e r  being i n  t h e  a r e a  
f o r  2 weeks I got  t o  know it a l o t  b e t t e r .  I cannot  
remember Colonel BARKER ever  s i t t i n g  down and r e a l l y  
t a l k i n g  t o  me about what t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion  was l i k e .  
The one time t h a t  he d i d  t ake  a s tand  on something, I 
thought t h a t  it was a wrong dec is ion .  We had been down 
t o  the  2d ARVN a rea  and t h i s  was about--i t  w a s  a f t e r  
Tet  o f fens ive  but  before  I was wounded, and it was 
my pol icy  t o  go ahead and use t h e  VC defens ive  pos i t ions- -  
t h e i r  t renches- - the i r  defens ive  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  were 
down t h e r e  and spread my people ou t  s o  t h a t  I would n o t  
be a good t a r g e t  f o r  a mortar a t t a c k .  I was always suc-
c e s s f u l  i n  doing t h i s ,  but  f o r  some reason on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  we march a l l  t h e  way 
back t o  Highway 1 i n  t h e  middle of t h e  n igh t  t o  l i n k  
up with an RF/PF u n i t  t h a t  was loca ted  t h e r e ,  and I t r i e d  
t o  t a l k  him ou t  of i t - -but  he i n s i s t e d  on us going--
and t h a t  i s  t h e  only time t h a t  I can remember him tak-  
i n g  a s t r o n g  s tand.  I f e e l  t h a t  it was t h e  wrong s t and .  

Q * Why? 

A. The danger of being ambushed with a l a r g e  
group moving through t h a t  way--he s e n t  us t o  an a r e a  
t h a t  we weren ' t  r e a l l y  f a m i l i a r  with because w e  had 
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n o t  opera ted  t h a t  f a r  eas t - -c lose  t o  Highway 1. I t  was 
a p r e t t y  t r i c k y  ope ra t ion  t o  l i n k  up wi th  a Vietnamese 
f o r c e  a t  n i g h t .  I j u s t  f e l t  t h a t  it was no t  t a c t i c a l l y  
sound t o  do t h i s  b u t  he i n s i s t e d  on us  doing it anyway. 
A s  it tu rned  o u t ,  we managed t o  g e t  back wi thout  having 
any s e r i o u s  mishaps. One of t h e  adv i so r s  who came o u t  
from t h e  a r e a  t o  meet us ,  one of t h e  e n l i s t e d  a d v i s o r s ,  
d i d  manage t o  wound himself  somehow o r  o t h e r  i n  t h e  dark.  
I thought  a t  f i r s t  t h a t  it was poss ib ly  one of my men 
t h a t  had done it a c c i d e n t a l l y ,  and I had a p r e t t y  rough 
s e s s i o n  wi th  t h e  p la toon  t h a t  it had happened i n ,  and 
f i n a l l y  t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t  t o l d  m e ,  " S i r ,  t h e  man shot--
I t h i n k  t h e  man s h o t  h i m s e l f , "  he w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
advisor .  But I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  ope ra t ion  could have been 
a d i s a s t e r .  W e  were lucky it w a s n ' t .  

Q What i s  your judgment of Major CALHOUN? 

A. Major CALHOUN, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  never was a b l e  
t o  g e t  away from t h e  TOC. He was t h e  S3, S2.  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a r e g u l a r  S2 ass igned .  Major CALHOUN 
was t h e  one t h a t  conducted t h e  bus iness .  He was t h e  
r a d i o  operator--he- used t o  work 1 6  t o  20 hours  a  day--
bu t  Colonel BARKER never l e t  him o u t  of t h e  TOC r e a l l y .  
The only t h i n g  t h a t  Major CALHOUN knew about t h e  a r e a  
of ope ra t ions  was--the only t h i n g  he knew about my a r e a  
of ope ra t ions  was what I would t e l l  him. 

Q. What was your judgment of t h e  S2? Do you
remember h i s  name? 

A. I cannot even remember h i s  name o r  whether 
he d i d  anything.  I am n o t  even s u r e  w e  had an S2 a l -
though t h e r e  were some o f f i c e r s  t h a t  showed up around t h e  
TOC . 
Q - There was a ques t ion  of an o f f i c e r  being 
ass igned  about t h e  time t h a t  you were wounded by t h e  
name of KOTOUC. Have you eve r  heard t h i s  name? Captain 
KOTOUC? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  hea r ing  t h e  name. 
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a .  Do you r e c a l l  the  name of a Lieutenant  JOHNSON? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - Who w a s .  w i th  an M I  u n i t ?  

A. Occasional ly,  we used t o  have M I  people go ou t  
with us ,  and now t h a t  I th ink  back on it ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was a JOHNSON t h a t  went with my company on one opera t ion .  
I f  I saw a p i c t u r e  I th ink  I would probably remember 
whether it was him o r  not .  

Q Did he impress you as  knowing what he was doing? 

A. The. man t h a t  I am t h ink ing  about impressed m e  
as knowing what he w a s  doing. 

Q- But you a r e  n o t  s u r e  whether it was JOHNSON o r  
not?  

A. I th ink  it i s  probably t h e  man you a r e  t a l k i n g  
about, bu t  I do n o t  remember f o r  s u r e ,  sir. 

Q. Does t h e  name Captain FLETCHER mean anything 
t o  you? 

A. No, it does n o t ,  sir. 

Q. Do you know who Colonel BARKER'S command s h i p
p i l o t  was? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q- You s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel BARKER provided h i s  
own i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  o r  words t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  What do you 
mean? 

A. I mean t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  my opera t ions  were 
concerned, two-thirds t o  three-quar ters  of them were 
opera t ions  t h a t  I r e a l l y  thought up myself. I would go 
,and t a l k  t o  Major CALHOUN and he would t ake  t h e  p lans  t o  
Colonel BARKER, and Colonel BARKER would say yes o r  no. 
Occasional ly,  we would g e t  a d i r e c t i v e .  I do no t  know 
whether they would come from d i v i s i o n  o r  br igade  o r  where. 

Q Yes, t h i s  is  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
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A. Based on t h e  r a d i o  i n t e r c e p t  type  t h i n g ,  i n t e l l i -
gence s o u r c e s ,  I can remember a t  l e a s t  one t i m e  t h a t  we re-
a c t e d  t o  something l i k e  this--my company r e a c t e d  t o  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  But day t o  day o p e r a t i o n ,  it was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  on t h e  ground where w e  thought  t hey  would be and 
try t o  sneak up on them. 

Q You s a i d  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER d i d  most of h i s  
o p e r a t i o n s  p lanning .  P l ease  e x p l a i n .  

A. W e  ve ry  seldom ope ra t ed  as a whole t a s k  fo rce .  
Each company u s u a l l y  ope ra t ed  independent ly  and as f a r  as 
my company ' s o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  concerned,  Major CALHOUN and 
I would work o u t  t h e  concept  and then  p r e s e n t ,  he would 
p r e s e n t  i t  t o  Colonel BARKER. 

Q. The day t h a t  you w e r e  wounded, w e r e  you conduct-
i n g  a t a s k  f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  a company o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Th i s  d i r e c t i v e  had come from h i g h e r  up,  I d o n ' t  
know a t  what l e v e l ,  and it w a s  a company o p e r a t i o n  combined 
wi th  two p l a toons  of armored personne l  c a r r i e r s .  

Q- Who w a s  t h e  commander of t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  The maneuver e lement  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  
commanded by myself ,  s i r - - t h e  one company p l u s  two p l a toons  
of t r a c k s .  

Q. Were t h e s e  t r a c k s  yours?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - The t r o o p s  were a t t a c h e d  t o  your  company, then?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. There was no o t h e r  company i n  Task Force  Barker 
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. I t h i n k  perhaps  t h e r e  w a s  a b lock ing  f o r c e  
no r th  of t h e  H a m  Giang River  up i n  t h e  Muscatine a r e a .  I 
am n o t  s u r e  and I cannot  remember a t  t h i s  t ime whether it 
was Bravo and C h a r l i e  o r  j u s t  one of t h e  companies. 
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Q This  blocking p o s i t i o n  up north of t h e  Ham Giang 
appeared t o  be s o r t  of a t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  f o r  anything t h a t  
occurred south  of t h e  r i v e r .  Is t h i s  t r u e ?  

A. I a m  n o t  s u r e  exac t ly  how you mean it, sir.  Yes, 
when we went south it wasn ' t  uncommon f o r  another  company t o  
be opera t ing  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r  t o  ca tch  anything t h a t  might 
spread back over. 

Q. Had y0.u ever  heard any i n t e l l i g e n c e  - regarding  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h i s  
a rea  during t h e  e a r l y  morning hours? 

A. No, sir,  

Q 0 Was t h e r e  any p a t t e r n  t o  t h e i r  movement which 
you can r e c a l l  occurred d a i l y  around 0700-0730 i n  t h e  
morning? 

A. I know what you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  because I have 
read it i n  t h e  papers o r  somewhere i n  t h e  l a s t  few weeks, 
where somebody claims t h a t  they used t o  go ou t  i n t o  t h e  
f i e l d s  a t  7 o r  s o  i n  t h e  morning. I had never given 
it any thought before  I read it i n  t h e  papers .  It i s  t r u e  
t h a t  they usua l ly ,  the  few of them t h a t  were t h e r e ,  would 
go out  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  when it was day l igh t .  I do n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  you could c a l l  it a  p a t t e r n ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a  p a t t e r n  t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  you would t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  whole v i l l a g e  would 
be dese r t ed  a f t e ?  7  o 'c lock .  

Q. There a r e  some references  i n  t h e  same s ta tement  
t h a t  3 r e f e r r e d  t o  which was not  i n  t h e  newspaper a r t i c l e .  
I t  was through testimony--that t h e  women of t h e  v i l l a g e  went 
t o  market a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

A. It i s  common throughout Vietnam t h a t  they do, 
but  a l l  women d o n ' t  go t o  market. 

Q e  What would be t h e  normal time f o r  them t o  go? 
Have you ever  heard t h i s ,  o r  is t h i s  a  p a t t e r n ?  

A. I have never heard it. I have seen  them going 
any time from dawn on. People usual ly  go a s  soon as  they ge t  
t h e i r  s t u f f  gathered up and head towards t h e  market p lace .  
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Q. Was t h i s  something they  do every day? 

A. Some of  them do it eve ry  day. A l l  t h e  people  
d o n ' t  do it every  day. 

a - Is t h e r e  a p a r t i c u l a r  day of t h e  week t h a t  
they do it, l i k e  washday on Monday? Do they  have any 
p a r t i c u l a r  day t h a t  they  go do t h e i r  shopping? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q Then, from what you s a y ,  I unders tand  t h a t  you 
d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n  t o  t h i s ,  each 
morning o r  s o  many days of t h e  week and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. There  i s  a p a t t e r n  only  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  when 
somebody has  something t o  s e l l  they u s u a l l y  move o u t  i n  t h e  
morning and go t o  market .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, what t hey  are going t o  market 
f o r  is  t o  s e l l  and n o t  t o  buy? 

A.  Both, they  s e l l  and t h e n  buy. They t r a d e .  

Q. Have you e v e r  been i n s t r u c t e d  i n  any o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  burn hootches?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q- Have you e v e r  been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
hootches?  

A.  No, sir.  

Q. The l i v e s t o c k ?  

A.  With one excep t ion .  W e  de s t royed  t u n n e l s  t h a t  
w e r e  under a very  smal l  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  and 
i n  the p r o c e s s  of blowing t h e  t u n n e l s  up t h e  hootches  t h a t  
were above them were, of cou r se ,  de s t royed ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  
never  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d e s t r o y  anyth ing  except  t u n n e l s .  

0. N o  l i v e s t o c k  o r  fowl? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - Did you e v e r  f e e l  t h a t  your  t r o o p s  i n  your 
company, i n  A Company, e v e r  had t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e y  were 
t o  d e s t r o y  v i l l a g e s  o r  fowl o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  
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A. No, sir.  

Q. Had you ever  had any experience i n  A Company
with  your s o l d i e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  s o r t  of a c t i v i t y  
where they had t o  be co r rec ted?  

A. I had t o  pay c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  it from t h e  time 
before  w e  l e f t  Hawaii. I used t o  s t r e s s  wi th  t h e  t roops  t h e  
importance of c i v i l i a n s  and every once i n  a whi le  they wonder-
ed why they  s h o u l d n ' t  do it and I would have t o  expla in  
p o l i t i c a l  impl ica t ions  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  r e a l l y  
any p o i n t  i n  des t roy ing  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h a t  it would r e a l l y  
be doing us more harm than  good. 

Q Would you exp la in  your understanding, i f  you
have heard t h e  term, of f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. My understanding i s  t h a t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone i s  
a zone where you can f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  o r  have a i r s t r i k e s  
without  having p o l i t i c a l  c learance .  

Q. Have you ever  heard t h e  term s p e c i f i e d - s t r i k e
zone? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  i n  those exac t  words. 

Q Do you know who t h e  advisor  t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Division was--the U.S. advisor?  

A. No, s i r ,  I h a d n ' t  met him a t  t h e  time I was 
wi th  Task Force Barker. La te r  on, a f t e r  I went back t o  
my pa ren t  u n i t ,  I remember meeting t h e  adv i so r  t o  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion,  b u t  t h i s  was s e v e r a l  months l a t e r  and I do 
no t  remember h i s  name. 

Q Had you ever  operated with B Company before  
when they had burned v i l l a g e s  o r  destroyed l i v e s t o c k  o r  
f i r e d  on c i v i l i a n s ?  

I 
A. I d i d  n o t  l i k e  the way B Company o r  C Company, 
e i t h e r  one, operated s o  I always pu l l ed  s t r i n g s  s o  t h a t  
A Company d i d  n o t  g e t  involved i n  opera t ions  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  
two companies any more than we abso lu t ly  had t o .  

Q- What w a s  wrong wi th  t h e i r  opera t ions?  I 
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A. I f e l t  t h a t  MICHLES and MEDINA, n e i t h e r  one,  
unders tood what k ind  of problems w e  w e r e  f aced  w i t h  t h e r e .  
I f e l t  MICHLES' b i g g e s t  problem w a s  g r o s s  exagge ra t ion .  I f  
he s a w  two o r  t h r e e  people  running he would shoo t  a t  them 
and r e p o r t  them as VC. This i s  what I suspec t ed ,  of course .  
T h i s  was my h e a r i n g  h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n s  over  t h e  r a d i o .  MEDINA' s  
b i g g e s t  problem, I t h i n k ,  was d i s c i p l i n e .  From h i s  r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n s  and h i s  r e p o r t s  t o  t a s k  f o r c e ,  it is  my per-
s o n a l  op in ion  t h a t  h i s  company s h o t  and asked q u e s t i o n s  l a t e r .  

Q Was t h e  procedure  of reconna issance  by f i r e  
common i n  Task Force Barker? 

A .  I t  was n o t  common i n  A Company. I would n o t  
a l low my t r o o p s  t o  shoo t  a t  anyth ing  u n l e s s  it was a 
s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t  and t h a t  t a r g e t  was somebody wi th  a weapon 
o r  somebody t h a t  w a s  m i l i t a ry -age  and running s o  f a s t  t h a t  
it w a s  imposs ib le  f o r  t r o o p s  t o  run  him down. I t  may have 
been common p r a c t i c e  i n  Bravo and C h a r l i e  Companies. I t  
would n o t  s u r p r i s e  me i f  it w e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know, because 
Colonel  BARKER was such a weak commander t h e r e  r e a l l y  wasn ' t  
a t a s k  f o r c e  p o l i c y  on anyth ing .  Each company ope ra t ed  a s  
it had w i t h  i t s  p a r e n t  b a t t a l i o n .  I know I o p e r a t e d  by t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  1st B a t t a l i o n  and my own company s t anda rds .  
Colonel  BARKER never  set any t a s k  f o r c e  s t anda rds .  

Q. Had you e v e r  c a l l e d  a r t i l l e r y  o n t o  a v i l l a g e  
d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A.  I have c a l l e d  a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  a r e a s  where I knew 
t h e r e  w e r e  VC, where I had been i n  c o n t a c t ,  where I a c t u a l l y  
s a w  VC moving. The one t ime t h a t  I d i d  was when they  w e r e  
on a mountain s i d e .  I s a w  s e v e r a l  of  them moving. I t r i e d  
t o  c a l l  a r t i l l e r y  i n  on them. I might add a t  t h i s  p o i n t  ' I 

t h a t  De l t a  B a t t e r y ,  which w a s  i n  suppor t  of Task Force Barker ,  
was such a poor a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  up u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I 
w a s  wounded t h a t  I seldom eve r  used them. I always p r e f e r r e d  
t o  depend on gunships  o r  a i r s t r i k e s  when I d i d  have a t a r g e t .  

Q. Did you c a l l  a i r s t r i k e s  i n  on any t a r g e t s  du r ing  
your  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. A i r  Force  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. . What t y p e  of muni t ion d i d  you use?  

A .  I t  i s  ha rd  t o  remember now, sir,  I have used 
j u s t  about  every  type  ammunition they have du r ing  my t o u r  
t h e r e .  

Q I am t r y i n g  t o  s e p a r a t e  napalm from h igh  explo-
s i v e s ?  

A.  I used bo th  napalm and high e x p l o s i v e s  i n  t h a t  
real  bad P i n k v i l l e  area. 

Q m  W a s  t h i s  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  where you w e r e  wounded? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  I used napalm t h a t  day. I 
am r e f e r r i n g  t o  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  about  2 weeks p r i o r  
t o  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  wounded where I d i d  use  napalm. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  p u t  a l l  t h a t  on t h e  ove r l ay  
t h a t  you made. What was t h e  p e r c e n t  of c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
you r ece ived  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on o r  about t h e  26th of February? 

A.  Looking back over  my o l d  l e t t e r s  b e f o r e  I came 
t o  Washington, I found one t h a t  I had w r i t t e n  t h a t  w e  had 
t e n  men wounded and one man k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  How-
e v e r ,  t h a t  only  i n c l u d e s  my o r g a n i c  company. It does n o t  
i n c l u d e  t h e  men from t h e  t r a c k s .  There w e r e  about  h a l f  a 
dozen t o  a dozen men of E Troop wounded a l s o .  

Q. A Company had one and t e n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How long  w a s  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. We made c o n t a c t  about e a r l y  a f t e rnoon  and fought  
u n t i l  n i g h t  and w e  were s t i l l  i n  c o n t a c t  through t h e  n i g h t ,  
bu t  it was s p o r a d i c .  

Q- This  i s  one d a y ' s  c a s u a l t i e s  you are t a l k i n g  
about? Had you taken  many c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. I th ink  t h a t  my casua l ty  r a t e  was about 30 a t  
t h a t  time--30 wounded and 2 k i l l e d .  Almost a l l  of A 
Company's c a s u a l t i e s  were s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea  
over a  per iod  of 3  weeks. 

Q. A l l  opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  was the' only p lace .  

Q. That was t h e  only p lace  you took c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. You d i d n ' t  t ake  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  the  Muscatine a r e a ,  
i n  the  Task Force Barker AO? 

A. W e  w e r e  . j u s t  lucky, s ir .  We h i t  a few booby 
t r a p s  and go t  f i r e d  a t  bu t  w e  never had any c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  
I can remember. 

Q. Did your s o l d i e r s  seem t o  have any g r e a t  f e a r  o r  
animosity towards t h i s  area--the P i n k v i l l e  complex? 

A. No. They were anxious t o  g e t  down t h e r e  because 
we had been tramping around i n  our own AO, where we had t o  
r e a l l y  work t o  f i n d  Char l ie .  I n  t h e  2d ARVN a rea  we d i d n ' t  
have t o  look s o  hard ,  t h e  VC would come t o  us sometimes. 
I th ink  t h e  men i n  A Company looked forward t o  g e t t i n g  down 
t h e r e  and t a n g l i n g  with them. The t roops  were g e t t i n g  awfully 
t i r e d ,  'and I probably had them a t  t h e i r  very peak about the  
time I was wounded because I had not iced  t h a t  they were s t a r t -
ing  t o  g e t  t i r e d .  So it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  time 
they s t a r t e d  looking on the  a r e a  with some f e a r .  

Q- Would you expla in  what you mean by t i r e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  bad t ime. That was 
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  Tet of fens ive .  We were going a l l  day, every 
day. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  having a  break and they were j u s t  
t i r e d .  

Q. Did anyone ever  complain t o  you a t  any time about 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  on noncombatants? 

A. Did anyone complain about my company-- 

Q - No, about anybody i n  Task Force Barker? 
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A. No, sir. A f t e r  I g o t  back from t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
o r  it was p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  because I c a n ' t  remember 
now whether it was Gerry SHELTON o r  B i l l  RIGGS. Gerry SHELTON 
took over  t h e  command of A Company a f t e r  I l e f t  and command-
ed it about  2  weeks, and then  B i l l  RIGGS took over  from 
him a f t e r  he w a s  wounded. I s a w  Gerry SHELTON i n  t h e  hos-
p i t a l  i n  Danang, and w e  t a l k e d  about  t h e  AO. 
E i t h e r  he o r  RIGGS much l a t e r  s a i d  t h a t  C Company had gone 
down i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area aga in  and had q u i t e  a f i g h t  
down t h e r e ,  b u t  it w a s  h i s  op in ion  t h a t  they j u s t  k i l l e d  
some c i v i l i a n s  and j u s t  exaggerated t h e  r e p o r t .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  
whoever I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o ,  e i t h e r  RIGGS o r  SHELTON, w e  bo th  
assumed t h i s  t o  mean a c c i d e n t a l  f i r i n g  t h a t  would happen 
i f  t hey  opened up when they  g o t  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s .  Ne i the r  
one of  us suspec t ed  t h e  magnitude of what happened a t  My L a i .  

Q Who t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I t h i n k  it w a s  e i t h e r  Gerry SHELTON o r  B i l l  
RIGGS, t hose  are t h e  on ly  two t h a t  I would have t a l k e d  t o  
about t h e  Muscatine area. 

Q- Would you i d e n t i f y  Gerry SHELTON? 43 
@ 

A. Capta in  Gerald  SHELTON, he was a s s igned  t o  t h e  N 
11 th  Brigade.  I cannot  remember what h i s  p a r e n t  u n i t  w a s  

'L~I
b u t  he took over  command of my company a f t e r  I w a s  wounded. 

Q .  Was he a s s igned  t o  your company a t  t h e  t i m e  he  
took over  command? 

A. No, s i r ,  he came from b r igade  someplace. H e  
had n o t  been wi th  Task Force  Barker.  

Q - Was he a c a p t a i n  when he came down t o  t a k e  
command? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Colonel  BARKER'S combat a c t i o n  r e p o r t  f o r  16 
March shows t h a t  Capta in  RIGGS was i n  command of A Company. 
Would this seem normal? Is t h i s  i n c o r r e c t ?  

A. SHELTON w a s  wounded approximately 2 weeks a f t e r  
I w a s  wounded. On 26 February t o  I guess about  1 0  March, 
SHELTON commanded A Company, and then  RIGGS had j u s t  t aken  
over  A Company on 16 March. 

14 
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Q- From the  per iod  25 February t o  1 6  March, A 
Company went through t h r e e  company commanders? 

A. That is  c o r r e c t .  

Q. When were you t o l d  t h i s  about C Company exagger-
a t i n g  the c a s u a l t i e s  and th ink ing  it w a s  a c c i d e n t i a l ?  

A. Sometime a f t e r  I was wounded, and it was e i t h e r  
i n  Danang when I was t a l k i n g  f o  SHELTON o r  much 
l a t e r  a f t e r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  had been d i s so lved .  

Q. Do you remember when t h i s  s ta tement  was made? 

A .  No, sir. It s t i c k s  i n  my mind t h a t  I had heard 
t h i s  rumor and I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  whether it was SHELTON 
o r  RIGGS . 
Q - Do you know why it came up? 

A. J u s t  t a l k i n g  over t h e  Muscatine a r e a  and what 
had happened t h e r e  a f t e r  I l e f t .  

Q. Do you remember anything o f f i c i a l  t h a t  was 
brought t o  your a t t e n t i o n  i n  a complaint before  16 March, 
during t h e  time you were commanding A Company, before  you 
were wounded? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you ever  hear  t h e  complaint,  of any kind,  
of  any organ iza t ion  i n  Task Force Barker,  about ind i sc r imina te  
f i r i n g - - k i l l i n g  noncombatants? 

A. I t  was a cons tant  problem knowing where t o  draw 
t h e  l i n e  as  t o  who was VC and who wasn ' t  and I t a lked  t o  
Major CALHOUN about how hard it was t o  t e l l  t he  d i f f e r e n c e .  
A s  f a r  a s  any o f f i c i a l  complaints,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any, no, 
sir. 

Q How do you i d e n t i f y  VC. 

A. It i s  t h e  h a r d e s t  t h i n g  i n  the  world. I f  he 
has a weapon t h e r e  is  no doubt t h a t  he is  VC. The pol icy  
t h a t  I used i n  Task Force Barker--I had t o  have some kind 
of proof on t h e  guy before  I took him p r i s o n e r .  I f  he was 
mil i tary-age male he had t o  be e i t h e r  VC o r  a d r a f t  dodger, 
s o  I took him pr i soner .  A l o t  of t h e  o l d e r  men were p a r t  

(TRINKLE) 1 5  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-14 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  cadre,  We used t o  cap tu re  documents and 
we had names--we k i l l e d  a mailman once ca r ry ing  a mailbag, 
and he had an M-16  r i f l e .  From h i s  bag we go t  a map of 
t h e  a rea  t h e r e  south of t h e  Song Ham Giang and w e  had names 
of a l o t  of t h e  o l d e r  men, p o l i t i c a l  cadre type ,  so  w e  
t r i e d  t o  f i n d  them. I remember one occasion where I ac-
t u a l l y  found a l e t t e r  on an o l d  man who o r d i n a r i l y  you would 
have assumed t o  be a r i c e  farmer. He turned  ou t  t o  be a 
l i t t l e  hamlet c h i e f .  Real ly ,  t h e  only way t h a t  you could 
t e l l  i f  they were VC o r  not  was i f  they had a document o r  
a weapon o r  i f  t h e  man took of f  i n  a dead run s o  f a s t  my 
t roops  c o u l d n ' t  run him down. Wherever t h i s  happened I 
gave my permission t o  go ahead and f i r e ,  bu t  it was d r i l l -
ed i n t o  my men t h a t  f i r s t  they had t o  t r y  and ou t  run them. 
I always s t r e s s e d  t o  my men t h a t  a p r i s o n e r  was worth a 
l o t  more t o  us than  a corpse.  

Q Did t h e  populat ion of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex a r e a  
normally remain i n  p lace  when U . S .  f o rces  were around o r  was 
t h e r e  much running? 

A. Most of t h e  houses,  when you g e t  ou t  i n  t h a t  
a rea  around t h e  ocean, were deser ted .  The v i l l a g e s  only 
had a q u a r t e r  t o  a t h i r d  of t h e  populat ion s t i l l  t h e r e .  
The o ld  women and c h i l d r e n  and o ld  men usual ly  s t ayed  i n  
p lace .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  them ever  running. I f  w e  managed 
t o  sneak i n  a t  n i g h t  o r  something and t h e r e  were young 
men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  they would take  out  as  f a s t  a s  they  
could go. 

Q. Had you ever  been i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of M y  Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - Had you had any problems with t h e  c i v i l i a n s  i n  
t h a t  v i l l a g e ?  

A. No. The only t h i n g  I can remember them doing 
i s  s tanding  o u t  by t h e i r  houses. 

Q - Not running? . 
A. A s  I remember, no. 

Q Was t h i s  en t rance  i n t o  the  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  up
from ground movement o r  d id  you conduct a combat a s s a u l t ?  
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A. I can remember being i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  twice,  both 
of them from ground xnovements. One time we came from t h e  
nor th ,  j u s t  a p a t r o l l i n g  a c t i o n .  This was i n  the  middle of 
t h e  day and we had no con tac t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. This 
w a s  about e a r l y  February. The day t h a t  we h i t  what we 
be l ieved was t h e  48th Main Force B a t t a l i o n ,  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
t h e  people w e r e  a l ready gone except  f o r  about 1 0  o r  15 of 
them. 

Q- When was t h a t ?  

A. This w a s  t h e  day I w a s  wounded. 

Q - Was t h e  f i r e  which r e s u l t e d  i n  your wounds coming 
from My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. It was coming from My L a i  ( 4 )  and t h e  a rea  e a s t  
of My Lai  ( 4 )  , yes. 

Q. We have informatibn t h a t  t h e r e  were gun p o s i t i o n s  
on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a r e a  of the  v i l l a g e .  Do you know about 
t h i s ?  Automatic weapons? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  were s p i d e r  ho les  i n  a l l  of those  v i l -
l ages  i n  t h e  area .  

Q Nothing unusual about My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No. A l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  f o r t i f i e d .  

Q- A l l  f o r t i f i e d  and My Lai  ( 4 )  was no d i f f e r e n t  
from any of t h e  o the r s?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. From t h e  time you l e f t  what you c a l l  the f o r t  
a r e a  a t  g r i d  l i n e  69 on t o  t h e  e a s t ,  every v i l l a g e  was f o r t -
i f i e d  by t h e  VC. Do you cons ider  t h e  major i ty  of t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n  south of t h e  Ham Giang o r  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I am not  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula  a s  it s t i c k s  ou t  i n  t h e  ocean. That was C Com-
pany's a r e a  of opera t ion .  I was p r imar i ly  concerned with 

, t h e  southern por t ion  of t h e  A0 and t h e  2d ARVN p a r t  of 
t h e  AO. Some days t h e  48th was t h e r e .  Some days it wasn ' t .  
There was a l o t  of ammunition caches i n  t h e  a rea  and a l o t  
of supply caches i n  the  a rea .  W e  used t o  f i n d  them. I 
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th ink  the  48th moved i n  and ou t .  They had a l o t  of s t r o n g  
bases south of Muscatine. What they had on t h e  Batangan I 
do no t  know. 

Q. I am speaking from t h e  s tandpoint  of t r o o p  
s t r e n g t h .  Do you consider  t h e  48th had most of t h e i r  per-
sonnel nor th  o r  south of t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. They d i d  n o t  s t a y  i n  one p lace ,  s ir .  They w e r e  
i n  Quang Ngai 1 day. 

Q. The previous i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  I have seen show-
ed the  method of opera t ion  of t h i s  u n i t  a s  u t i l i z i n g  v i l -
l a g e r s  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  whom they would conso l ida te  
f o r  opera t ions .  They d id  u t i l i z e  people t h a t  l i v e d  i n  these  
v i l l a g e s  and conducted opera t ions  on a time b a s i s .  Did you 
ever  hear  t h i s ?  

A. My b e s t  p i c t u r e  of how t h e  VC s t r u c t u r e  was down 
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about was t h a t  t h e  48th 
main f o r c e  was w e l l  armed, we l l  equipped. They had mortars .  
Every man had a weapon. But t h e r e  were o t h e r  VC i n  t h a t  
a r e a  who weren ' t  nea r ly  a s  we l l  armed as  t h e  48th. You 
would f i n d  sometimes groups of two o r  t h r e e  where they  
had grenades and only one man would have a weapon. They 
had o l d  weapons, t h i n g s  they had picked up along t h e  way 
of every type and d e s c r i p t i o n .  Besides t h i s  group of s o l -
d i e r s  i n  each v i l l a g e ,  they a l s o  had a p o l i t i c a l  cadre.  
Usually they d i d  n o t  ca r ry  weapons--usually t h e  o l d  men. 
They wrote t h e  l e t t e r s  and kept  t h e  books. They kept  t r a c k  
who paid how much r i c e  tax .  That is  how t h e  a r e a  was gener-
a l l y  s e t  up. I bel ieve.  t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  were l e f t  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  were completely c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Communists, and 
it was t h e i r  job t o  support  the  48th Main Force VC Ba t t a l ion .  
The b a t t a l i o n  i t s e l f  would range o u t  of t h a t  a r e a  sometimes 
c l e a r  over t o  t h e  west of Highway 1 f o r  opera t ions  over  
the re .  They were involved,  as  I remember, i n  Quang Ngai 
during an o f fens ive  opera t ion  of t h e  Tet o f fens ive .  

Q What you descr ibe  t o  me sounds l i k e  a f a i r l y
s o l i d  fo rce  which used a u x i l i a r i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  opera t ions . throughout  t h e  area .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But as I understand it, t h e  l o c a l  f o r c e ,  t h e  
members of t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  d id  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  l i v e  i n  
any v i l l a g e .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. So t h e s e  people  t h a t  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  i f  
t hey  were VC a t  a l i ,  would r e a l l y  be a u x i l i a r i e s  t o  t h e  48th0 

. Is t h a t  your unders tanding? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* Was t h i s  eve r  b r i e f e d  t o  you o r  d i d  you develop 
t h i s  p i c t u r e  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I b u i l t  it up myself .  

Q - Did you e v e r  see much i n t e l l i g e n c e  on t h e  a r e a  

from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of w r i t t e n  documentation? 


A.  Only what w e  cap tured .  

Q. N o  r e p o r t s ,  documents, o r  a n a l y s i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you e v e r  r e c e i v e  any in fo rma t ion  on t h e  r a d i o  
i n t e r c e p t s ?  

A. I d i d  n o t  know what r a d i o  i n t e r c e p t s  were a t  
t h a t  t i m e  because they were c l a s s i f i e d .  W e  d i d  run  a t  l e a s t  
one o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I remember w a s  based on r a d i o  i n t e r c e p t s .  
I l e a r n e d  la ter  t h a t  w e  had some o t h e r  names f o r  it, b u t  it 
w a s  a r a d i o  i n t e r c e p t .  

Q. I meant t h e  r e s u l t s  of it. Did you e v e r  s e e  t h e  
r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you mean t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  I 

cap tu red  myself?  


Q. A f t e r  it w a s  analyzed? 

A. I t  u s u a l l y  took t o o  long--I speak and read  Vie t -  
namese r ea sonab ly  w e l l  and I could u s u a l l y  make head o r  
t a i l  of  what t ype  document it was b e f o r e  it eve r  went up t o  
d i v i s i o n .  

Q. I f  you were going t o  f i r e  an a r t i l l e r y  concen-
t r a t i o n  on t h e  v i l l a g e  and you wanted it f i r e d  a t  a t i m e  
when it would probably produce t h e  l e a s t  c a s u a l t i e s  on 
noncombatants, what would be t h e  t i m e  of  day t h a t  you would 
f i r e  it? -
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A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h e  time of day had any-
th ing ,  r e a l l y ,  t o  do with it. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  i n  March, i n  t h a t  t ime per iod  of 
t h e  year ,  when it was f i r s t  l i g h t ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q Was March a per iod  of inundat ion ,  heavy water  
concent ra t ion?  

A. I do n o t  remember March. I remember February 
and t h e r e  were a l o t  of l i t t l e  channels i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  
we d i d  n o t  have any t r o u b l e  with water .  

Q - Who was t h e  ba t t a l ion- - the  t a sk  f o r c e  chaplain? 

A. I do n o t  th ink  we had one-, s ir ,  

Q- Who w a s  t h e  br igade chapla in?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember a t  t h i s  t ime,  sir. 

Q. Did he ever  g e t  t o  your u n i t  very o f t en?  

A. Not very o f t e n ,  sir. I t h i n k  maybe we managed 
t o  have one quick Cathol ic  s e r v i c e  during t h e  time my corn-
'pany was with Task Force Barker, but  n o t  more than  one. 

Q Where was t h i s  s e r v i c e  held? 

A. I be l i eve  the  Ca tho l i c  chapla in  came up t o  Dot t i e  
one time. 

Q. Did ycu have an S1 i n  t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  

A. The t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  completely dependent upon Chu 
Lai  f o r  a l l  t h e  l o g i s t i c s .  This was one of t h e  b igges t  prob-
lems about t h e  t a s k  force .  No, s i r ,  as  I remember we d i d  
n o t  have an S1 r i g h t  t h e r e ,  

Q. What w a s  t h e  procedure i n  your u n i t  f o r  making 
body counts? 

A. I n  my u n i t  it was f o r  t h e  man t o  be l y i n g  t h e r e  
with t h e  weapon and counted dead. 
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Q- Suppose an  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  a c c i d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  
who appeared t o  be a noncombatant. Would he be r e p o r t e d  
s e p a r a t e l y ?  

24, It never  occur red  i n  A Company. I f  w e  had a c c i -
d e n t a l l y  k i l l e d  one it would have been r epo r t2d  a s  be ing  a 
c i v i l i a n  t h a t  was k i l l e d  a c c i d e n t a l l y .  W e  wounded some 
people  a c c i d e n t a l l y .  

Q. Were they  r e p o r t e d  s e p a r a t e l y ?  
P 

A. They were r e p o r t e d  as c i v i l i a n  wounded and 
evacuated.  

Q. They w e r e  n o t  r e p o r t e d  as VC? 

A. No, sir.  This  only happened once t h a t  I can 
remember. The day t h a t  I was wounded t h e r e  was a g i r l  
h i t  by something,  and a few people  t h a t  were i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
as I w a s  evacua t ing  my wounded brought  h e r  o u t  t o  p u t  on t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  them. She was a teenage  g i r l .  

Q Did you normally evacua te?  You say  t h i s  only  
happened once? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Now, t h e r e  w e r e  women wounded and 
k i l l e d  by my company who w e r e  VC and had weapons. 

Q How many would you say?  

A. I can remember j u s t  k i l l i n g  t h r e e  women and 
wounding two. A l l  had weapons excep t  f o r  one who was 
wounded i n  a t u n n e l ,  and she had web g e a r  and a pack b u t  
she  d i d  n o t  have a weapon. 

A. How was she  wounded? 

A. I a m  n o t  s u r e ,  now, whether it was by smal l  arms--
b u t  it must have been because it was on .an o p e r a t i o n  where 
I had a c c i d e n t a l l y  stumbled on to  a v i l l a g e  where t h e r e  was 
a squad o r  a p l a toon  of VC i n  uniform. Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  I was 

, t o o  f a r  away from my company t o  g e t  them. Right on t o p  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  time--and t h e  VC s p o t t e d  m e  s o  I r a n  back 
and g o t  t h e  company and came through t h e  v i l l a g e .  A s  w e  
moved i n t o  t h e  . v i l l a g e  w e  saw t h i s  f i g u r e  jumping down a 
w e l l  and one of my t r o o p s  f i r e d  a t  t h e  f i g u r e .  Then as 
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we searched t h e  v i l l a g e  about an hour l a t e r  we found these  
tunnels  t h a t  w e r e  under t h e  water l e v e l  of t h e  w e l l  and 
crawled back i n  t h e  tunnels  and one turned  out  t o  be a 
woman i n  one wel l .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  we l l  we found s i x  o r  a 
dozen mi l i ta ry-age  m a l e s  and two more women. None of t h e s e  
people were wounded. However, one man was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
process  of g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  we l l .  The f o r c e  t h a t  had been 
t h e r e  had moved on out  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  and most of t h e  
company pursued t h a t  force .  These people had s t ayed  and 
h id  i n  t h e  wel l s .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge t h e s e  people 
were medical-type personnel  such as  doctors  and one VC 
had been wounded i n  an e a r l i e r  opera t ion .  

Q Where was t h i s ?  

A. This w a s  ou t  i n  t h e  peninsula  j u s t  beyond t h e  
P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q - Coordinates? 

A. A t  about 743795. 

Q You a r e  po in t ing  a t  My Lai  (I)? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  a photographer on t h i s  opera t ion  wi th  
you? 

A. No, sir. There was one t h a t  came i n  t h e  next  
day poss ib ly .  This happened a t  n i g h t ,  w e  d i d  n o t  g e t  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  u n t i l  dusk. We conducted our sea rch  a t  n i g h t ,  
and we d i d  n o t  f i n d  these  people u n t i l  about 2000 t o  2300. 
Colonel BARKER and poss ib ly  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  com-
mander, I cannot remember which one it was, came i n  t h e  
next  day, and t h e r e  may have been a photographer with him. 
Only one VC was k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  opera t ion ,  t h a t  man w a s  
t h e  man i n  the  we l l .  

Q. Was he f l o a t i n g  i n  t h e  wel l?  I n  t h e  water?  

A. Yes, s i r .  This was i n  e i t h e r  very l a t e  January 
o r  e a r l y  February. It w a s  t h e  f i r s t  time we had gone a l l  
t h e  way through t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q And your a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  i n  
My L a i  (1), d i d  you encounter heavy r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h a t  
a rea?  
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A.  (Refer r ing  t o  map) This i s  where the  r e a l  f o r t i -
f i c a t i o n  was. W e  met t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  and pursued them r i g h t  
up here.  

Q - You a r e  po in t ing  t o  coordinates--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  I am po in t ing  r i g h t  now t o  coordi-
na te  735785. 

Q Would you say t h i s  i s  where most of t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  
was? 

A.  Yes, sir.  That i s  where t h e  main tunne l s  were. 
The tunnels  w e r e  10 t o  20 f e e t  underground, b i g  enough t o  
s t and  and walk around i n .  

Q - That  i s  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  graveyard? 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it i n  t h e  graveyard? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. What i s  that p e c u l i a r  conf igura t ion  on t h e  map? 

A .  (Looking a t  map) I a m  n o t  s u r e .  There used t o  
be s e v e r a l  b r i c k  houses t h e r e  and everyth ing .  

Q Someone has r e f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  a s  a s a l t - d r y i n g  
area .  Could t h a t  have been a s a l t - d r y i n g  a rea?  

A .  No, sir, I do n o t  ' think so .  

Q. That  i s  where t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  was and you descr ibed  
leaving  t h e r e ,  c ross ing  thr'ough My Khe ( 4 ) ,  and going up 
along t h e  e a s t e r n  peninsula? 

A.  Yes, s ir .  Bravo Company, a t  t h a t  t ime,  was on 
the o t h e r  s i d e ,  738800. 

Q. Was Major CALHOUN s e n t  t o  Saigon on TDY during 
the  per iod  r i g h t  b e f o r e  you were wounded? 

A.  I do n o t  remember h i s  being s e n t  t o  Saigon, sir.  

Q. What type of b r i e f i n g  were you given when a t a s k  
f o r c e  opera t ion  was t o  t ake  p lace?  Did you go t o  t h e  TOC 
and g e t  b r i e f e d  wi th  o t h e r  company commanders and support-
ing  elements,  o r  what? 
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A. No, sir.  I t  was u s u a l l y  more informal ,  j u s t  a 
ma t t e r  of a map and u s u a l l y  Major CALHOUN was b r i e f i n g  m e .  
Sometimes Colonel BARKER was around, b u t  n o t  always. 

Q. A s  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  by y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I w a s  u sua l ly  t h e  only one t h e r e  from t h e  company. 

Q. Did Colonel HENDERSON come down t o  t h e  ope ra t ion  
a r e a  very  o f t e n ?  

A. Up u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  I was wounded, General  LIPSCOMB 
was t h e  b r igade  commander. 

Q. Did he come t o  t h e  a r e a  very o f t e n ?  

A. H e  came about once a week, maybe twice. 

Q . Did you see General  KOSTER very o f t e n ?  
\ 

A. No, n o t  wh i l e  I was with  Task Force Barker.  

Q. What type  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  d i d  you have 
be fo re  ope ra t ions?  Any a t  a l l ?  

A. No, o t h e r  than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Major CALHOUN would 
say t h a t  t h e r e  was an agent  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  VC w e r e  t h e r e .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  I might say  h e r e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  probably Colonel 
BARKER might have t a l k e d  t o  Captain MEDINA more because he 
used t o  go t o  Uptight  where MEDINA ope ra t ed ,  and CALHOUN 
usua l ly  s t a y e d  a t  Do t t i e .  BARKER d i d  n o t  s t a y  a t  Upt ight  
bu t  he would f l y  up t h e r e  s o  it i s  very p o s s i b l e  t h a t  BARKER 
t a l k e d  t o  MEDINA as much a s  CALHOUN t a l k e d  t o  m e .  

Q. You a r e  say ing  t h a t  C Company s t a y e d  a t  Upt ight?  

A. Most of t h e  t i m e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  Bravo Company and 
C h a r l i e  Company t r a d e d  o f f  a t  Upt ight  and I had n o t  been t o  
Uptight  y e t  up u n t i l  t h e  t ime I was wounded. My company 
went l a t e r .  

Q -. What,was your s t r e n g t h  a t  Upt ight  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  i n f a n t r y  was concerned? Company? Platoon? 

A. One company opera ted  o u t  of t h e r e  usua l ly .  The 
main mode of ope ra t ion  was t h a t  one company--we had two f i r e  
bases  and t h r e e  companies--one company would ope ra t e  o u t  of 
each f i r e  bases  whi le  t h e  o t h e r  company would be p a t r o l l i n g ,  
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and we would switch.  That company would s t a y  ou t  from 3 t o  
6 days and then  come back and t ake  a p lace  on t h e  f i r e  base 
and t h e  next  company would go ou t .  The companies on t h e  
f i r e  bases  conducted l o c a l  p a t r o l s  by day b u t  usual ly  re-
turned  t o  t h e  f i r e  b3ses a t  n i g h t ,  leaving  only a few squads 
o u t  tc ambush. 

Q I show you Exhibi t  R-2, which is  a combat a c t i o n  
r e p o r t  from Task Force Barker. Did you ever  s e e  t h i s  type 
r e p o r t  submitted from Task Force Barker? 

A.  No, sir. I f  they were prepared,  they were pre-
pared a t  t h e  TOC, but  I do n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  them. 

Q When you came t o  Vietnam from Hawaii, d id  you 
cons ider  t h e  t r a i n i n g  which had been given regarding t h e  
handl ing of p r i soners  of war and noncombatants adequate? 

A. I got  t o  Hawaii 6 weeks be fo re  we deployed. 
I do n o t  know what t r a i n i n g  had been given p r i o r  t o  t h a t  
time. I t r a i n e d  my own t roops  because I had some s t r o n g  
ideas  of my own. I do no t  r e c a l l  dur ing  t h a t  6-week 
pe r iod  ever  g e t t i n g  anything from higher  headquarters  on 
t rea tment  of noncombatants. We may have rece ived  some 
guidance, b u t  I do no t  remember any. 

Q I  What d id  you use f o r  t r a i n i n g  documents? 

A. My own personal  experience from Vietnam i n  1965. 

Q. Where were you i n  Vietnam i n  1965? 

A. I was assigned ' to  an ARVN b a t t a l i o n  and we oper-
a t e d  p r imar i ly  a l l  over I1 Corps and I11 Corps. 

Q. Were you an. advisor  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. I was an adv i so r .  

Q Was t h e r e  a t r a i n i n g  procedure f o r  replacement 
personnel  coming i n  country? 

A. I t  was a r e a l  t r a n s i t i o n a l  per iod .  My personal  
impression was t h a t  t h e  11th was kind of thrown toge the r  a t  
t h e  l a s t  minute. Even though it had been formed a yea r ,  
most of--I  t h i n k  about 50 percent  of the  personnel  were 
people who had j u s t  re turned  from Vietnam and were nonde-
ployable.  So wi th in  t h a t  l a s t  6-week per iod  t h a t  I observed 
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we were l eav ing  nondeployables and ga in ing  brand new men who 
had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  So some people g o t  t h e r e  
with no time t o  be t r a i n e d .  My company f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  i s  a 
good example. He go t  t h e r e  the  day before  we deployed. 

Q .  Got where? 

A. To Hawaii, ass igned t o  my company. The g e n e r a l ' s  
wife  helped h i s  family g e t  s e t t l e d .  He a r r i v e d  w i t h  h i s  
family and l e f t  t h e  next  day. 

Q. What was h i s  name? 

A. Sergeant  BRACY. 

Q. What i s  h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A .  I cannot remember h i s  name. 

Q H i s  s e r i a l  number? b 


A. I cannot remember h i s  s e r i a l  number o r  anything 
about him. He is  the  BRACY who had been a member of t h e  
" P r e s i d e n t ' s  One Hundred" r i f l e  team. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Where were t h e  t r a i n i n g  records kept?  Do you know 
whether they  were kept  a t  t h e  S3 o r  of f ice- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Are you t a l k i n g  about Task Force 
Barker? 

Q. I am r ~ a l l y  t a l k i n g  about t h e  br igade  because I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  Task Force Barker would maintain t r a i n i n g  re-
cords.  

A. No, s i r ,  we d i d  no t  a s  f a r  as  I know. I b e l i e v e  
we put  . o u r  company t r a i n i n g  records i n  s t o r a g e  when we l e f t  
Hawaii and b a t t a l i o n  t r a i n i n g  records were probably pu t  a t  
br igade l e v e l .  

Q - What d i d  you do with your t r a i n i n g  records  for 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ?  

A. They were kept  a t  company l e v e l  be fo re  we were 
deployed. I am no t  s u r e ,  t h i s  may sound s t r a n g e  t o  you 
because I w a s  company commander, but  I am n o t  s u r e  where 
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they were k e p t  a f t e r  I g o t  i n  country.  There was no a c t i o n  
requ i red  on t h e  ind iv idua l  t r a i n i n g  records  a t  company l e v e l  
a f t e r  we g o t  i n  country.  Now t h a t  I th ink  back on it, I be-
l i e v e  they were kept  a t  company l e v e l .  A l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  we 
rece ived  i n  country was f o r  r e a l ,  though, and I d i d n ' t  

' have time t o  worry about recording it. 

Q - Major TRINKLE, do you have any f u r t h e r  i n f o r -
mation concerning t h e  mat ters  discussed? 

A. No, sir.  

Q I f  you d e s i r e  t o  g ive  any a d d i t i o n a l  tes t imony,  
you may do so.  

A. NO, sir. 

Q I want t o  advise  you t h a t  a t  t h e  te rminat ion  of 
t h i s  testimony t h a t  I would l i k e  you t o  prepare  maps t h a t  
I have descr ibed .  

A. Yes, sir. 

(Following r e c e s s ,  MAJ TRINKLE prepared maps as  ' 
reques ted .  The maps were n o t  admit ted i n t o  evidence,  however, 
inasmuch as they  were determined t o  be of no d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . )  

COL WILSON: I want t o  cau t ion  you t h a t  t h i s  is  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  i s  being conducted . for  t h e  Secre tary  of 
the Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army, and t h e  I n v e s t i -
ga t ing  O f f i c e r  i s  General PEERS who w i l l  eva lua te  t h e  evidence 
and make recommendations i n  accordance wi th  h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
on t h e  l i n e s  which have been given t o  him t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  

You a r e  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  the  
ques t ions  and answer which w e  have d iscussed  i n  t h i s  i n t e r -
view except  a s  you may otherwise have a r i g h t  t o  do s o  
i n  accordance wi th  t h e  l a w .  

The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1110 hours ,  10 December 
1969.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WATANABE, Masashi SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P l a t o o n  S e r g e a n t ,  
T h i r d  P l a t o o n ,  A/3/1. 

1. 	 RECALL OF THE 16 MARCH OPERATION. 

t?- The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  s a p p e r  a t t a c k  on t h ec: 	company's p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  of  17-18 March ( p g . 4 ) ..-2 

c a p t a i n  RIGGS w a s  t h e  company commander and ~ i e u t e n a n t  

L 	 WHITE or  L i e u t e n a n t  LUNDEEN w a s  h i s  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  ( p g . 5 ) .  
S e r g e a n t  CARIS had t h e  second p l a t o o n ,  S e r g e a n t  TUMACDER 
t h e  f i r s t  (pg .  5 )  . The w i t n e s s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p l a t o o n s  
r o t a t e d  t h e  d u t y  of  lead e l emen t ,  though n o t  w h i l e  moving 
(pg.  6 )  . S i n c e  t h e  second p l a t o o n  had s u f f e r e d  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  t h e  s a p p e r  a t tack ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  one  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  
would b e  i n  t h e  l e a d  t h e  n e x t  day (pgs .  6 ,  7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  each  p l a t o o n  s e t  up i t s  own f l a n k  s e c u r i t y  d u r i n g  a 
move (pg. 7 ) .  H e  had no reca l l  o f  a  h e l i c o p t e r  s p o t t i n g  
a wounded VC and h o v e r i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o n l y  t o  have t h e  
p o s s i b l e  p i s o n e r  summarily b a y o n e t t e d  and s h o t  by 
A Company p e r s o n n e l  ( p g s .  9 -11 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  recollect  
any r e p o r t s  o r  rumors o f  B or  C Company a c t i o n s  t h a t  day 
(pgs .  11-13) . 
2 .  	 OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h e  names o f  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n n e l  
i n  h i s  company (pgs .  7-91 . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES 

. -
PAGES 

M-57 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  Read by w i t n e s s .  1 

MAP-4 

M ~ D6739 

Map 6739 

11 ( s m a l l  s c a l e  W i t  o r i e n t e d .  
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I 
I1 U t i l i z e d .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1430 hours ,  10 February 
1970. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are present :  COL ARMSTRONG 
and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  SFC Masashi WATANABE. 

(SFC WATANABE was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

Would you p lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  
S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  
s t a t i o n ?  

A. Sergeant  Masashi WATANABE , Sergeant  F i r s t  C lass ,  
1 ,  Company C ,  3d B a t t a l i o n ,  1 4 t n  I n f a n t r y ,  4th 

Brigade, 2 5 t h  Divis ion ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Schof ie ld  Barracks.  

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant WATANABE, have you read  t h e  prelim-
inary  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  I have. 

Q D o  you understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  Do you have any ques t ions  about them? 

A. No, sir.  

Q* I ' m  Colonel ARMSTRONG, and I have been d e s i g n a ~ e d  
by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ' s  o f f i c e  t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  he i s  conducting. There are o t h e r  
such s e s s i o n s  going on where testimony is  be ing  taken from 
wi tnesses .  However, General PEERS a lone  has t h e  responsi-
b i l i t y  f o r  d i g e s t i n g  t h e  testimony of a l l  t h e  witnesses--
and t h e r e  have been over  300 of them--and coming up with 
conclusions,  w r i t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t ,  and making t h e  recommenda-
t i o n s  t o  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  and t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  A m y .  
H e  a lone  does t h i s .  

1 
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Would you p lease ,  Sergeant  WATANABE, s t a t e  the 
p o s i t i o n  you h e l d  i n  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion,  t h e  d a t e s  you 
joined it, t h e  u n i t s  you were i n  when you joined it, the  
s e r v i c e  t h a t  you performed wi th  them, the  p o s i t i o n s  you were 
i n ,  and t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you depar ted  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A .  Well, s i r ,  I was a member of t h e  1 1 t h  I n f a n t r y  
Brigade, 3/1 I n f a n t r y ,  Company A. We were s t a t i o n e d  a t  
Schof ie ld  Barracks a t  t h i s  t ime. When w e  were a l l  ready t o  
go t o  Vietnam, we l e f t  a s  a u n i t  t o  Vietnam on, I b e l i e v e ,  
6 December, approximately,  and a r r i v e d  about 15 o r  18 days 
l a t e r  a t  Quin Nhon. We moved up t o  Duc Pho and s t ayed  t h e r e  
b r i e f l y  . I would say about 3 weeks o r  so .  Then we went t o  
a f i r e  base nea r  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t he  f i r e  base name. 
Then we were t o l d  t h a t  we were going a l i t t l e  nor th  and form 
a t a s k  f o r c e  named Task Force Barker. Our company from 3/1, 
A Company, of which I was a member, platoon s e r g e a n t  of t h e  
3d Platoon,  joined Task Force Barker a t  t h a t  time. I b e l i e v e  
t h i s  was i n  t h e  end of January 1968. We went up t o  a f i r e  
base c a l l e d  f i r e  base Dot t i e .  For s e v e r a l  months we were 
t h e r e  and opera ted  from f i r e  base  Dot t i e  and a l s o  a f i r e  base 
c a l l e d  Uptight.  There were two f i r e  bases .  I b e l i e v e  w e  
l e f t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of A p r i l  and joined back with 
our u n i t  wi th  t h e  l l t h  I n f a n t r y  Brigade, 3/1 I n f a n t r y .  I ' m  
not  too f a m i l i a r  with t h e  d a t e s ,  b u t  I know t n a t  we went 
back t o  our  primary u n i t ,  3/1 I n f a n t r y  i n  t h e  l l t h  In fan t ry  
Brigade. 

Q Would you b e l i e v e  26 March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. That  you re tu rned  t o  your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And how long d i d  you s t a y ?  Did you s t a y  i n  A 
Company a l l  t h e  t ime? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I was i n f u s e d ' t o  the  198th Brigade of t h e  
Arnerical Divis ion  i n  June,  I b e l i e v e ,  and I remained with them 
f o r  the  r e s t  of t h e  time u n t i l  I r o t a t e d ,  which was 2 December. 

Q Now le t ' s  go back t o  l a s t  September o r  October. 
You were s i t t i n g  i n  Schof ie ld  Barracks t h i s  l a s t  f a l l ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And t h i s  was when t h e  news broke about the  My 
Lai i n c i d e n t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Now,  everybody i n  the  Army was p r e t t y  we l l  
shocked by t h i s .  Would you t e l l  me whether t h i s  was s t r ange  
t o  you, o r  were you more o r  l e s s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it, o r  had 
you heard something about it, o r  what was your r e a c t i o n  
when t h e  news broke? 

A.  S i r ,  when t h e  news broke, I seen  t h e  name My 
Lai.  I t  was f a m i l i a r  t o  me, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  p i c t u r e  it, o r  
where it had happened. I d i d n ' t  t h ink  of any connection 
with Task Force Barker a t  t h a t  time. I can remember t h e  
name My Lai ,  b u t  I cou ldn ' t  p l ace  where it was, o r  i f  I 
went t o  My L a i ,  o r  what. I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  
be su re .  I c o u l d n ' t  p l ace  B/1/20 ( s i c )  and Lieutenant  CALLEY. 
That name wasn' t f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l  t o  me. 

Q *  Did it s u r p r i s e  you t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  had 
happened? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  it was. I d i d n ' t  t h ink  it happened. 

Q. Did you th ink  it could have happened i n  your 
company? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  

Q You d o n ' t  know o r  you d o n ' t  t h ink  so?  

A. It never d i d  happen t o  our  company. 

Q- I see .  Could it have happened? 

A.  It could,  s i r ,  i f  the  circumstances i n  t h i s  
s i tua t ion- -we l l ,  I d o n ' t  know t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  s i r ,  b u t  it 
could have happened t o  any u n i t ,  I guess.  I don' t know, s ir .  

Q. Now, I have h e r e  a r o s t e r  of t h e  company, ( n o t  
rece ived  i n  evidence) and we ' r e  going t o  take  a  r e c e s s  whi le  
you look a t  t h i s .  I can t e l l  you t h a t  your f r i e n d s  who have 
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gone before  you have a l r eady  marked it up t o  a degree.  I 
w i l l  show you what I want you t o  do. The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1440 hours ,  10 February 
1 970. ) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1455 hours ,  10 February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  

L e t  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e  wi tness  was shown 
a copy of  s p e c i a l  o rde r s  on which appeared t h e  names of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were i n  Alpha Company on 1 6  March 1968. 

COL ARMSTRONG: L e t  me now b r i e f  you, se rgean t ,  on t h e  events  
of Task Force Barker about 15 March iind t h e  next  s e v e r a l  days 
a f t e r .  

(Using Exh ib i t  MAP-5, COL ARMSTRONG b r i e f s  the  
wi tness  on t h e  planning and execut ion of Task Force Barker 
opera t ions  on 1 6  through 18 March 1968.) 

Now, does t h i s  f i x  t h i s  opera t ion  i n  your mind? 

A. 
one of t h e  p la toons .  

I know I remember a time t h a t  sappers  g o t  i n t o  

Q. . Captain R I G G S  was i n  command? 

A. Y e s ,  a t  t h a t  time he w a s .  

Q. Sergeant  BRACY was back a t  ~ o t t i e ,  s o  was Ser-
geant  RAVENCRAFT? 

A. I know I was ou t  t h e r e .  

Q - You were ou t  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, sir .  

Q. And you were t h e  p la toon se rgean t  of the  3d 
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Platoon? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I was t h e  p la toon se rgean t  of the  3d 
Platoon a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether you had an o f f i c e r  with 
you? 

A. The only time t h a t  I had n pla toon l e a d e r ,  I 
th ink  it was Lieutenant  LUNDEEN o r  Lieutenant  WHITE, I ' m  no t  
sure .  

Q. You may have had Lieutenant  LUNDEEN o r  L i e u t e n w t  
WHITE a t  t h e  time? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  because I was only t h e  p la toon se rgean t  
wi th  no p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t ime,  and Lieutenant  LUNDEEN 
took over a f t e r  2  o r  3 days,  b u t  he took over .  And a f t e r  
t h a t  w e  had Lieutenant  WHITE who took over f o r  a s h o r t ,  b r i e f  
time. 

Q. Was Lieutenant  WHITE ever  ou t  on an opera t ion  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  wi th  you? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - When d i d  you leave  f o r  t h e  1 98th? 

A .  I t h i n k  it was a f t e r  we re tu rned  t o  our  normal 
u n i t .  I t  was i n  June I be l i eve .  I knew Lieutenant  WHITE 
g o t  infused  t o  t h e  198th a l s o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  exac t ly  
what time it was. During t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  Lieutenant  COKER 
was t h e  head of t h e  2d Platoon. 

Q e  Who was t h e  p la toon s e r g e a n t  of t h e  2d Platoon? 

A. For t h i s  I b e l i e v e  it was Sergeant  C A R I S .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who was t h e  1st Platoon sergeant?  

A. Sergeant  TUMACDER. 

Q. Okay, now I want t o  t r y  t o  focus your memory on 
t h a t  march nor th  from t h e  Diem Diem River.  This i s  a f t e r  the  
sapper  a t t a c k .  You a r e  s t a r t l n g  t o  p u l l  ou t  of t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
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a r e a  and go back a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and go back nor th  up i n t o  
the a r e a  t h a t  you knew. And, a s  Captain  RIGGS expla ined  it, 
you broke up i n t o  sma l l  groups and moved around. H e r e  is a 
1:25,000 map which may h e l p  you even b e t t e r .  

RCDR : E x h i b i t  MAP-4. 

COL ARMSTRONG: This  i s  where your company was i n  t h e  block-
i n g  p o s i t i o n .  Here's where you came ac ross .  H e r e ' s  where 
you were i n  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  you went i n  across .  
over  a b r i d g e  over  i n t o  h e r e ,  b u t  maybe you went i n  ac ross  
t h i s  b r idge  h e r e  and went on up. 

A. Y e s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c s l l ,  sir. 

0 - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  3d Pla toon  
l ead ing  on t h e  march going nor th?  

A. No, sir. 

Q How d i d  your company commander select t h e  p la toon  
t h a t  was going t o  l e a d  t h e  company. 

A. H e  u s u a l l y  r o t a t e d  it. 

Q - ' From one day t o  t h e  nex t ,  o r  one week a t  a t i m e ,  
o r  what? 

A. Sometimes it was only one day a t  a t i m e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now s i n c e  t h e  2d P la toon  had s u f f e r e d  
c a s u a l i t i e s  i n  t h a t  s t t a c k ,  would he pu t  t h e  2d Platoon o u t  
on p o i n t  t h e  n e x t  day? 

A .  No, sir.  

9- H e  wouldn' t have done ' h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - So he probably would have pu t  t h e  3d Platoon o r  
t h e  1st Pla toon  ou t?  Now, dur ing  t h e  day, once t h e  p l a toon  
i s  on p o i n t ,  d i d  he change it dur ing  t h e  day i f  you d i d n ' t  
run i n t o  any oppos i t ion?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q- I n  o t h e r  words, i f  you had it, you g o t  it f o r  the 
r e s t  of t h e  day? 

A.  I f  we d i d n ' t  g e t  any oppos i t ion .  That is  i f  a l l  
u n i t s  were going on t h e  same approaches. 

Q. Y e s .  That i s  i f  you are a l l  using t h e  same t ra i l .  

A. Right.  

Q *  And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it was t h e  3d Platoon 
leading  o f f  o r  not?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. And, you d o n ' t  know whether Lieutenant  LUNDEEN 
was wi th  you, o r  Lieutenant  WHITE, o r  maybe nobody? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t h i n k  it was an o f f i c e r ,  
though. 

Q. Did you always have an o f f i c e r  with you? 

A. Y e s ,  si'r, except  f o r  a  b r i e f  per iod  of tlme when 
Lieutenant  BALDWIN--at t h a t  time we went through a l l  t h i s  
a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  P i n k v i l l e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q- Is t h i s  when you went i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Yes, sir.  


Q- T e l l  me about t h a t .  


A. We opera ted  down he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  P i n k v i l l e )  and 
somebody was wounded. 

Q. This  was t h e  t h i r d  opera t ion  by Task Force Barker 
i n t o  t h i s  a rea .  On 2 3  February one company went i n .  I under-
s t a n d  it was B Company. And it was p r e t t y  w e l l  s h o t  up, and 
they had t o  g e t  t r a c k s  and g e t  them ou t  of t h e r e .  

A. I remember when we were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h i s  a rea  
he re ,  and Captain TRINKLE g o t  h i t  and was wounded. Lieuten-
a n t  LUNDEEN was p la toon l e a d e r ,  and he took over the  company 
a t  t h a t  time. And a f t e r  t h a t  I f o r g e t .  I th ink  it was l a t e r  
on. 
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Q Was Lieutenant  BOYD wi th  t h e  company then? 

A.  H e  g o t  wounded r i g h t  over here .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  That w a s  23 February when tha t  cap-
t a i n  go t  hit--when Captain TRINKLE g o t  h i t .  So t h i s  w a s  
a f t e r  t h a t .  Lieutenant  BOYD had a l ready g o t  h i t ,  and pos-
s i b l y  Lieutenant  LUNDEEN was your platoon l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  who your squad l e a d e r s  were? 

A. I remember Sergeant  CHAPPEL. H e  w a s  one of my 
squad l eader s .  

Q Okay. Who e l s e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was SUMMERS, I th ink  I have SUMMERS 
marked t h e r e .  I t h i n k  SUMMERS w a s  one of them. H e  w a s  a 
s p e c i a l i s t  f o u r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I d i d n ' t  mark it 
down though. 

Q W e l l ,  SUMMERS w a s  no longer  i n  the company. 

A. There w a s  one named ZAMORA. 

Q You've g o t  him marked here .  How many squad lead-
ers d id  you have? 

A. Four, s ir .  I had f o u r  squad l eader s .  

Q m  You had f o u r  squads? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Three r i f l e  squads and one machinegun squad? 

A. Right,  s ir .  

Q m  What i s  t h e  TL? 

A. T h a t ' s  team l e a d e r ,  sir.  

Q - RTO, Timothy J. SILVERS, r i g h t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- Do you know bhere  SILVERS i s  now? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q- Is he  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Army? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I doubt it. He was one of t h e  
R T O ' s ,  I know. ' And MOORE, Ed MOORE, was another  RTO. 

Q *  MOORE? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether MOORE g o t  wounded before  
the  opera t ion  o r  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  o r  during t h e  opera t ion .  

Q* Ed MOORE? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he was one of  my--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Let  me ask you, who w a s  t h e  com-
pany RTO? 

A .  The company RTO .... 
Q- GIBBS? . 

A. Yes, he was t h e  one. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go back. Now, when y o u ' r e  oper-
a t i n g  i n  t h e  company and you ' r e  going down across  a t r a i l  o r  
ac ross  t h e  r i c e  paddies a s  a company and you have a p la toon 
out  as p o i n t ,  who w a s  your f l ank  s e c u r i t y ?  The l ead ing  p la-
toon? 

A.  No, sir. Each p la toon used t o  send s e v e r a l  guys 
out  t o  t h e  f l a n k  whether he was l ead ing  p la toon o r  n o t ,  a 
couple of men from each squad on t h e  l e f t  and t h e  r i g h t .  I f  
w e  were under f i r e ,  it would be columns. 

Q So i f  your company was moving along and the over-
head choppers t h a t  were g iv ing  you cover saw something on the 
f l ank ,  t h e  l ead ing  platoon would probably send the  men over 
t h e r e  t o  check it out?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  they 'd  j u s t  h a l t  t h e  
column and send a s p e c i a l  squad ou t  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  

Q. Did you r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  opera t ion  where t h e  corn-
pany was h e l d  up? Two choppers were f l y i n g  overhead, one 
high and one low, and one of them s t a r t s  c i r c l i n g  out  t o  t h e  
l e f t  f r o n t ?  

A .  N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q And he was c i r c l i n g  f o r  20 minutes. 'And f i n a l l y  
some two men l e f t  t h e  column and went over  200 t o  300 meters 
t o  t h e  f l ank  of t h e  company and one o r  two s h o t s  were f i r e d .  
And then they came back. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

Q. If it would have been i n  the  3d Platoon would you
r e c a l l  it, do you th ink?  I f  you had been t h e  p o i n t  platoon,  
i f  you would have had t o  send two men ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  even have remembered. 

Q. You wouldn ' t  have remembered t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Would you remember a r a d i o  message coming down 
where t h a t  chopper p i l o t  was s o  angry he c o u l d n ' t  s e e  s t r a i g n t ?  
And he chewed t h e  company commander o u t ,  and then  t h e  com-
pany commander chewed a p la toon out--whether it was a p la toon 
l eader  o r  a p la toon cergeant ,  I d o n ' t  know--over t h e  r a d i o  for 
the unnecessary shoot ing  of  a V i e t  Cong? 

/ 

A.  No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember hea r lng  anything about t h i s ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q e  And t h e  p i l o t  was s o  mad because he had exposed
h i s  chopper and t h e  crew f o r  20 minutes hovering t o  t r y  t o  
capture  t h i s  man. And a r a d i o  message came down, and you 
d o n ' t  remember anything a t  a l l  about t h i s ?  
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A .  No, sir.  

Q .  W e l l ,  i n  t h e  company command group, t h e  message 
came t o  t h e  p la toon,  "Why d i d  you shoo t  t h a t  guy?" 

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q. And t h e  platoon l e a d e r  came back and asked the  
man who had gone over and s h o t  him, "Why d i d  you shoot  him?" 
And, t h e  guy says ,  "Sh-h-h-h-," and t h e  platoon se rgean t  
s a i d ,  "Didn ' t  he have a grehade i n  h i s  pocket?' ' And t h e  
guy says ,  "Oh, yeah, yeah, he  had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket: 
he w a s  a VC." 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q e  Can you th ink  of any man i n  your company t h a t  
would do such a th ing?  S t i c k  a man wi th  a bayonet who's 
l y i n g  on t h e  ground? S t i c k  a bayonet i n  him and then shoot  
him? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody doing t h a t .  

Q- Did you hea r  about i t ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q L e t ' s  t a l k  about it now, and l e t ' s  g e t  your mind 
back t o  Bravo and Char l i e  Company. Did you ever  hea r  about 
what they d i d  i n  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- How they  came out?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q O  Do you remember t h e  body count t h a t  came out :  
128 VC k i l l e d ,  2 U.S. k i l l e d ,  11 U . S .  wounded, 3 weapons cap-
tured?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you mean t h a t  those  numbers d o n ' t  h i t  you a t  
a l l ?  
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A. No, s ir .  

Q . What would you t h i n k  about numbers t h a t  s a i d  128 
k i l l e d  and 3 weapons captured? 

A. I would say t h a t  came out  with something be ing  
wrong, t h a t  much dead wi th  t h a t  much weapons. D e f i n i t e l y  
t h a t  would be something messed up. 

Q. That body count was t h e  b i g g e s t  body count i n  the 
11th Brigade s i n c e  it had a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam from Hawaii. 
Does t h a t  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q - Now, A Company d i d n ' t  say they k i l l e d  any. A 
Company had no boay count.  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we k i l l e d  anybody t h a t  day. W e  
j u s t  remained i n  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And, wouldn't  y ~ uhave been s o r t  
of jealous of t h e  o t h e r  two companies because you had t o  hea r  
the  count. You mean t h e  RTO of t h e  company d i d n ' t  p u t  it o u t  
t o  the  platoons t h a t  Bravo and Char l i e  Companys r e a l l y  had a 
day? Weren't they used t o  t a l k i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q I f  one of t h e  companies a t  b a t t a l i o n  r e a l l y  d i d  
a good job o r  something, d i d  you ever  hea r  about i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  I t  was very seldom t h a t  w e  heard any-
t h i n g  about t h e  o t h e r  u n i t s  because we were always ou t  or i n  
the  base.  

Q =  You d o n ' t  h e a r  about t h e  o t h e r  companies? 

A. No, six. I haven ' t  even met the  o t h e r  companies. 
When Captain TRINKLE g o t  wounded', t h a t ' s  t h e  only time I 
met the  companies. We heard something about the  opera t ion  i n  
the  a rea ,  t h a t  we were going t o  be t ak ing  t h e i r  p lace ,  and 
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  as f a r  a s  what they had done and what 
they were doing, very seldom. 
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Q- Look, you have a long p lane  t r i p  back t o  ~ a w a i i .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. And t h e r e  a r e  some t h i n g s  t h a t  I have been t e l l i n g  
you t h a t  might b r i n g  somethings back i n t o  your  mind. I t ' s  
been a long t i m e ,  and w e  know it h a s ,  b u t  w e  a l s o  know t h a t  
a f t e r  i n t e r r o g a t i n g  some 350 people ,  which w e  have--we have 
seen  about 350 people-- that  sometimes what we t a l k  about jogs 
t h e i r  memories. And they g e t  away from h e r e ,  and they s t a r t  
t h ink ing  about t h a t ,  " Y e s ,  by God, t h a t  was t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  " 

and you s t a r t  r e a l l y  remembering some t h i n g s .  I f  you remember 
anything,  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  us.  Okay? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q You ca l l  us by phone. L e t ' s  see, maybe i n  the  
a f te rnoon?  

A.  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q- And I want t o  remind you. t h a t  you a r e  n o t  t o  t a l k  
about anyth ing  t h a t  w e  have t a l k e d  about  t o  a n y ~ o d y .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q e  Unless i t ' s  a j u d i c i a l ,  o r  congress iona l ,  o r  ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i m  t h a t  y o u ' l l  be 
c a l l e d  t o  t h e  congress iona l  committee, b u t  w e  g i v e  them a 
l i s t  of everybody t h a t  w e  c a l l ,  and i f  they c a l l  you and i f  
they ask you, w e l l ,  y o u ' r e  p r e f e c t l y  f r e e  t o  t e l l  them any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you know. But outslcle t h a t  t ype  of t h i n g ,  w e l l ,  
you cannot  d i s c u s s  it. You're a s o l d i e r .  You w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  
t h i s .  To t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w e  s a y ,  "P lease  d o n ' t  d l s c u s s  
t h i s . "  And i f  you can remember anyth ing  a t  a l l ,  s e r g e a n t ,  I 
would s u r e  a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

(2 Now, what I want t o  do i s  f i n d  o u t ,  a i d  t h i s  
t h i n g  occur? Did t h i s  shoot ing  o u t  t h e r e  of t h i s  VC occur?  
Did A Company do i t  o r  d i d n ' t  it happen? Now, w e  have an 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  it d i d  happen. Whether it was A Company o r  
n o t ,  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  w e ' r e  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  it was A Com-
pany. I f  t h i s  w a s  done, w e  should s t r a i g h t e n  it ou t .  

(WATANABE ) 
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A .  	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And I ' m  s o r r y  if somebody g e t s  h u r t  i n  it, b u t  
you d o n ' t  go around shoot ing  p r i s o n e r s ,  per iod.  

A .  	 Y e s ,  si4. 

Q s  Now, a l s o ,  we always ask everybody i f  they would 
like t o  ask any ques t ions  o r  i f  they would l i k e  t o  rfiake a 
s tatement  f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  and I s h a l l  s o  ask you now? 

A. 	 No, s i r ,  no s ta tement .  

COL 	ARMSTRONG: The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hea r lng  recessed  a t  1525 hours ,  10 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY O F  TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WHITE, George C .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIIVIONY : 1 4  February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P l a t o o n  Leader ,  F i r s t  
P l a t o o n ,  A/3/1. 

I. ACTIONS OF A COMPANY, 16-19 MARCH 1968. 

The w i t n e s s  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b l o c k i n g  p o s i t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  
by h i s  p l a t o o n  o f  A Company n e a r  My La i  ( 3 )  on 16 March 
(pg. 6 ) .  A f t e r  t a k i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  from mines and hav ing  t h e  

wounded medevac'd h i s  p l a t o o n  moved t o  a n o t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  
p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e \ w e s t  ( pgs .  8 ,  26,  27) . The w i t n e s s  e x p l a i n e d  
t h e  movements and l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n s  i n  
A Company f o r  t h e  1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h  (pgs .  6-10) .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  
on t h e  even ing  of  t h e  1 7 t h  t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  was 
a t t a c k e d .  Two men were k i l l e d  and f i v e  o r  s i x  wounded. 
The wounded w e r e  medevac'd t h a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  t h e  dead  w e r e  
n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  day when Co lone l  HENDERSON 
and L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER came i n  t o  speak  w i t h  C a p t a i n  
RIGGS (pg.  11). H e  cou ld  ' n o t  r e c a l l  any h e l i c o p t e r  cove r  
f o r  t h e i r  movement on t h e  1 9 t h  (pgs .  1 6 ,  1 9 ,  20) , nor  cou ld  
h e  r e c a l l  any h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  r a d i o  a h a r s h  message t o  t h e  
A Company commander conce rn ing  a n  in fan t ryman  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
k i l l i n g  a wounded V i e t  Cong (pgs .  20-22).  

2. THE WITNESS' MONITORING OF THE RADIOS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  PRC-8 w a s  on  t h e  same 
f requency  a s  B and C Companies' PRC-8's (pg. 7 ) .  He h e a r d  
the mention o f  some c o n t a c t  and c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  
s u b s t a n t i a l  (pg .  7 ) .  H e  h e a r d  no mention o f  c i v i l i a n s  b e i n g  
k i l l e d  (pgs .  26,  27) , b u t  h e  added t h a t  f o r  a p e r i o d  h e  w a s  
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s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  evacua t ing  h i s  wounded, he  was n o t  
moni tor ing  t h e  r a d i o s  (pgs.  26, 2 7 ) .  B Company w a s  n o t  
moving o r  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  (pg. 8 ) .  He heard  a l o t  of 
f i r i n g  from C/1/201s a r e a  (pg. 7) . 
3 .  KNOWLEDGE OF AN I N C I D E N T .  

The w i t n e s s  had no knowledge of any a t r o c i o u s  behavior  
on t h e  p a r t  of  C Company, a l though he  f e l t  he would have 
known about  it (pg. 2 3 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he never  saw any 
b r u t a l  o r  a t r o c i o u s  behavior  dur ing  h i s  e n t i r e  t o u r  
(pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  could r e c a l l  no rumors of an  i n c i d e n t  a s  i s  
h e r e  a l l e g e d  and had no knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
concerning such (pg.  2 7 ) .  I n  l a t e r  conversa t ions  wi th  
L ieu tenan t  CALLEY nothing was mentioned t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  
t h e  w i t n e s s  t h a t  wholesa le  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  had 
occurred  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
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NUMBER DESCRIPTJON NOTES 

Map 6739  I1 ( s m a l l  scale ' W i t  o r i en t ed .  

u t i l i z e d .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1155 hours ,  1 4  February 
1970 .) 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ COOP. 

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Capta in  George C.  WHITE. 

(CPT WHITE was c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows .  ) 

Q - W i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch o f  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Cap ta in  George C. WHITE, I n f a n t r y ,  Army, i n  t r a n -  
s i t  from F o r t  Ord, C a l i f o r n i a  t o  F o r t  S t ewar t ,  Georgia.  

Q- And your  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number? 

COL ARMSTRONG: Captain  WHITE, have you r ead  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
( E x h i b i t  M-5 7 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you unders t t i id  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. .Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  them? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. I want you t o  know t h a t  s e v e r a l  groups such a s  t h i s  
a r e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from v a r i o u s  w i t n e s s e s .  They i n c l u d e  
c i v i l i a n  lawyers  who vo lun tee red  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
o f  t h e  Army t o  ass is t  General  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  
prov ide  him l e g a l  guidance and counse l .  

I ' m  Colonel  ARMSTRONG and I have been a s s igned  by 
t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a c t  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  
General  PEERS. Major ZYCHOWSKI i s  ano the r  o f f i c e r  who has  been 

(WHITE) 1 APP T-369 

7 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLYz. 


des igna t ed  by t h e  Chief o f  S t a f f  t o  assist.  Over 300 w i t n e s s e s  
have appeared,  much d a t a  has  been ga thered .  I t  f a l l s  on Gen- 
e r a l  PEERS h imse l f  and on ly  General  PEERS t o  absorb  a l l  o f  t h e  
tes t imony,  t o  w r i t e  t h e  r e p o r t  and come up wi th  t h e  conc lus ions  
and recommendations. 

General  PEERS a n d . s e v e r a 1  of  h i s  s t a f f  have v i s i t e d  
Vietnam. They have gone t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  headqua r t e r s ,  t hey  have 
gone over  t h e  ground, t hey  have seen  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  ' humanly p o s s i b l e  t o  see, wi th  a view t h a t  w e  l e a v e  no s t o n e  
unturned i n  t h i s  t h i n g .  

I have been asked t o  t a l k  t o  Alpha Company people .  
The way I conduct t h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  and t r y  t o  g e t  what you 
know o u t  of you,  i s  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  it h a s  been 
ove r  2 y e a r s  o r  about  2 y e a r s  s i n c e  then .  Th i s  i s  a l o n g  t i m e  
t o  have t o  s t a r t  remembering d e t a i l s .  Having a l s o  been a r i f l e  
company o f f i c e r  i n  combat, I unders tand how you remember de- 
t a i l s  o f  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you happen t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n .  
So, w i t h  a l i t t l e  b i t  of  unders tanding  w e  t r y  t o  p u t  you a t  
your  e a s e ,  because you have t h e  in format ion  t h a t  w e  d e s i r e ,  
which can h e l p  us o u t .  You may be a b l e  t o  f i l l  i n  a l i t t l e  o r  
you may n o t .  You may have in format ion  t h a t  you d o n ' t  even con-
s i d e r  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  y e t  would be  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t ' s  h i g h l y  i m -
p o r t a n t  t h a t  you b e  r e l a x e d  and i t ' s  impor tan t  t h a t  you under- 
s t a n d  t h e  technique  I w i l l  u se .  B a s i c a l l y ,  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
mi lk ing  your  b r a i n .  T o  do t h i s ,  I w i l l  f e e d  you a l i t t l e '  b i t  
of  i n fo rma t ion  w i t h  the-  hope it might jar a l i t t l e  i n fo rma t ion  
o u t  of you, o r  may t r i g g e r  something i n  your b r a i n  t o  make you 
remember. To do t h i s ,  I w i l l  go i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Task 
Force Barker ,  through 15  t o  26 March 1968. I ' l l  go over  t h i s  
as we know it, hoping t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  aga in  p u t  you i n  t h e  frame- 
work where you can remember. Before w e  do t h i s ,  however, t h e r e  
a r e  a  couple  o f  q u e s t i o n s  I would l i k e  t o  ask .  

Would you d e f i n e  t h e  d a t e s  of your s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  
Americal D iv i s ion  and t h e  du ty  ass ignments  t h a t  you had i n  t h e  
Americal D iv i s ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I went o v e r  w i t h  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade from 
Hawaii. I b e l i e v e  w e  l e f t  on 6  December 1967. Upon e n t e r i n g  
Vietnam w e  made base .  The i n i t i a l  base  w a s  a t  Caran tan ,  which 
no l o n g e r  e x i s t s ,  I b e l i e v e .  3/1 I n f a n t r y  had been convoyed 
o u t  t o  t h e r e .  I w a s  i n  t h e  1st P la toon  o f  Company A,  3d 
B a t t a l i o n .  
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Q *  You w e r e  1st Platoon l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* A/3/1? 

A. A/3/1. W e  went up i n i t i a l l y  t o  Mo Duc a r e a  and 
worked t h e r e  approximately 2 t o  3 weeks. Then A Company 
was p u l l e d  o u t  t o  move f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  no r th  of  Quang Ngai 
C i ty ,  t o  form Task Force Barker. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  about when t h i s  was? 

A. I b e l i e v e ,  s i r ,  it was t h e  second o r  t h i r d  week 
of January.  

Q- Okay. Was t h i s  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  Te t?  

A. Before T e t ,  sir.  J u s t  s h o r t l y  be fo re  T e t ,  s o  I 
b e l i e v e  it would be  around t h e  t h i r d  week. Approximately t h e  
second o r  t h i r d  week of  February,  I changed from t h e  1st Pla-
toon l e a d e r  t o  t h e  3d Platoon l e a d e r .  Approximately 22 o r  24  , 
March, I was i n f u s e d  t o  t h e  1/6 I n f a n t r y ,  t h e  198th Brigade.  

Q - You depa r t ed  t h e  22nd? 

A. O r  t h e  24th.  

Q - To where? 

A. I was t h e  1st Pla toon  l e a d e r  of  D/1/6 wi th  t h e  
198th.  I n  August 1968, I went t o  Echo Company, same b a t t a l i o n ,  
and remained t h e r e  u n t i l  my t o u r  ended i n  December. 

Q. I n  December you r o t a t e d  back t o  t h e  S t a t e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  December. 

Q I n  September o r  October of t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  - j u s t  
l a s t  f a l l ,  t h e  news media broke s t o r i e s  about t h e  My Lai  opera-
t i o n  o f  Task Force BARKER. Would you p l e a s e  comment on whether 
o r  n o t  you have had any oppor tun i ty  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
w i th  any o f  your o l d  comrades from t h e  America1 Divis ion? 
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A. Yes, sir. Soon a f t e r  it was pub l i c i zed  i n  t h e  
newspaper. Lieutenant  CALEEY and I were a l s o  i n  t h e  same 
b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  198th.  I d i d n ' t  know him a t  a l l  u n t i l  then.  

a .  W e l l ,  t h i s  is  1969, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  back t o  t h a t .  I d i d  know 
Lieutenant  CALLEY f a i r l y  w e l l ,  so immediately I went down t o  
l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  and wanted t o  volunteer  my information the re .  
The  cap ta in  t h e r e ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  what h i s  name was, he w a s  t h e  
chief  of l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  branch; I c a l l e d  F o r t  Benning, 
Georgia, Major RABY, and I made up a s ta tement  of information 
I knew, p o i n t s  l ead ing  up t o  t h e  My Lai opera t ion .  I submitted 
t h a t  t o  him. 

Q. So i n  substance you discussed t h i s  o f f i c i a l l y ,  with 
l e g a l  people and forwarded such f indings  t o  the  l e g a l  o f f i c e r s  
i n  For t  Benning, Georgia? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I asked t h i s  c a p t a i n ,  t h e  l e g a l  a s s i s -  
tance  o f f i c e r .  I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a r e  who I gave my in-  
formation t o ,  I j u s t  wanted t o  l e t  it be known, so he r e f e r r e d  
me t o  Major RABY under t h e  f a c t ,  i f  it could be used by the  
defense couse l  o r  t h e  t r i a l  counsel it would be made known t o  
both,  i f  it was submitted.  

Q. What p o s t  were you on? 

F o r t  O r d .  

Q. Could you very quickly g ive  t h e  g i s t  of t h e  in fo r -  
mation t h a t  you forwarded t o  them? 

A. S t a r t i n g  from t h e  time the  t a sk  fo rce  was formed, 
con tac t s  and events  l ead ing  up t o  the My Lai opera t ion  and 
my job i n  t h e  My Lai opera t ion .  

Q. How s i g n i f i c a n t  were t h e  events  a s  ,you knew them 
i n  t h e  My L a i  ope ra t ion?  

A. Well, s i r ,  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  My Lai  opera t ion  
i t s e l f ,  nothing t h a t  I saw o r  heard over the  r a d i o  dur ing  t h a t  
opera t ion  would p o i n t  toward anything t h a t  has been publ ic ized .  

4 APP T-369 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. ' That w a s  t h e  essence  of t h e  information? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You have n o t  d i scussed  wi th  any o t h e r  former bud- 
d i e s  i n  t h e  America1 any of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  l ead ing  t o  t h i s  o r  
anyth ing  of substance s i n c e  l a s t  October,  o r  s i n c e  t h i s  broke 
i n  t h e  newspaper? 

A. Afte r  I submit ted t h a t  s ta tement  t o  Major RABY, 
L ieu tenant  CALLEY c a l l e d  m e  up b u t  we d i d n ' t  t a l k  about  t h e  
My Lai  ope ra t ion  a t  a l l .  It was a  very  b r i e f  conversa t ion .  
I n  f a c t  he had me confused with  another  Lieu tenant  WHITE a t  
t h e  t i m e .  I a l s o  t a l k e d  wi th  P r i v a t e  EIKENBERRY, o u t  i n  t h e  
h a l l ;  w e  d i d n ' t  t a l k  about t h e  My Lai  ope ra t ion .  

Q. You j u s t  saw EIKENBERRY out--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  People t h a t  w e  knew and t h a t  was 
it. No one else from t h e  America1 Div is ion .  

9. EIKENBERRY d i d n ' t  t e l l  you about  any test imony 
t h a t  he gave yes te rday?  

A. 'No, sir.  

Q. I p o i n t  t h i s  o u t ,  because it is p a r t  of the i n s t r u c -
t i o n s .  I t  i s  very important  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  anyth ing  t h a t  
t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  room wi th  anyone and p a r t i c u l a r l y  people 
who a r e  going t o  be wi tnesses .  

A. Ac tua l ly ,  s i r ,  h e ' s  t h e  only  one I have seen from 
my o l d  u n i t ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e  whole t a s k  f o r c e .  

Q . I f  you had been h e r e  yes t e rday ,  you would have seen 
about  f i v e  of your o l d  buddies.  

A. T h a t ' s  what I unders tand.  

(The wi tness  was b r i e f e d  on Exh ib i t  MAP-5 and t h e  
My L a i  ( 4 )  ope ra t ion .  ) 

Q • Captain WHITE, w i l l  you e x p l a i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  
Task Force Barker a s  you understood them from your p o s i t i o n  a s  a 
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platoon l e a d e r  i n  A/3/1, s t a r t i n g  about 15 March u n t i l  you 
departed t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  May I r e f e r  back? 

Q. You may r e f e r  back t o  t h e  map, it i s  p e r f e c t l y
a l r i g h t .  

A. Alpha Company was up on LZ Uptight.  We rece ived  
t h e  o rde r  t o  move south ,  and we were put  i n  a blocking posi-
t i o n  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  which I r e f e r  t o  a s  our  
southern boundary, our  A 0  boundary. 

Q *  That i s  t h e  Diem Diem River. 

A. My platoon on t h e  n i g h t  of the  15th ,  n ight - laagered  
up n o t  too  f a r  away from Phu My. 

Q. Can you g ive  t h e  approximate coordina tes  on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Approximately 726828, r i g h t  around t h e  
area .  We d i d  have a por t ion  o r  a l l  of our mortar p la toon wi th  
us .  We rece ived  our  b r i e f i n g  on what was going on t h e  nex t  
day on t h e  combat a s s a u l t .  My p o s i t i o n  was a blocking posi-
t i o n ,  d i r e c t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h i s  cement br idge  t h a t  c rosses  t o  My 
Lai ( 3 )  . D i r e c t l y  n o r t h ,  t h e r e  was a small  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  
I s e t  up on t h e  south s i d e  o f  it, where I could observe east 
and west. The o t h e r  two p la toons ,  t h e  2d Platoon was on my 
l e f t ,  e a s t  of  me, more i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai ( 3 )  , I be l i eve .  

Q - Toward t h e  i s l a n d ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  towards t h e  i s l a n d .  E i t h e r  t h a t  . o r. on 
t h i s  i s l a n d .  

Q This  i s  t h e  br idge  here?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  i s  where I was. Here i s  t h e  v i l -
lage  here  o r  about t h e r e .  

Q And t h e  2d Platoon you th ink  w a s  on My L a i  ( 3 )
hamlet i s l a n d ,  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  The 1st Platoon w a s  
i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n  approximately a t  coordina te  710819. A l l  
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t h r e e  u n i t s  were nor th  of t h e  r i v e r .  Approximately 0700 hours ,  
or thereabouts ,  Char l ie  Company CA'd i n t o  the  a r e a  now known 
as My Lai  ( 4 )  . I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  where they landed,  I wasn ' t  
observing. Approximately a c l i c k  away, 1000 meters away from 
my l o c a t i o n .  I know f o r  a f a c t ,  t h a t  they d i d  have gunships 
with them. A s  f a r  a s  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  they were used, I ' m  no t  
sure .  The opera t ion ,  a s  you s a i d ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  of f i r i n g  
during the  morning hours.  There was some burning and I c o u l d n ' t  
e s t ima te  how much. Our whole br igade had PRC-8's and f o r  some 
s t r ange  reason,  a l l  t hese  r ad ios  were on t h e  same frequency. 
I d i d  monitor t h e  Char l ie  Company down t o  squad l e v e l  on the  
r a d i o  r e c e i v e r  on my helmet. During t h i s  t ime, we were i n  a 
blocking p o s i t i o n .  

Q. May I i n t e r r u p t  a minute? To what d e t a i l  do you
remember those  r a d i o  t ransmissions? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  s ir .  I know a few times t h e r e  were 
c a s u a l t i e s  mentioned, some c o n t a c t  throughout t h e  th ing .  I 
d o n ' t  remember any one s p e c i f i c  t h i n g  t h a t  would r e a l l y  draw 
my a t t e n t i o n  t o  it, no, s ir .  

Q Continue. Excuse me f o r  i n t e r r u p t i n g .  

A. A t  t h e  time I was i n  t h e  blocking p o s i t i o n ,  my 
p la toon had been i n  t h a t  blocking p o s i t i o n  before .  The r i g h t  
f l ank  of my pla toon,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  gunner, a new replacement 
g o t  up and moved around t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of one of the  machine-
gunners and s tepped on a mine, wounding himself and k i l l i n g  
t h e  machinegunner. 

Q. D o  you remember the  machinegunner's name? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  COOKE . I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  man's 
name. Immediately, I c a l l e d  f o r  a d u s t o f f ,  medevac. We were 
having t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  one. A t  t h e  same time, t h e r e  was a 
medevac coming i n t o  Char l ie  Company. He c o u l d n ' t  g e t  ahold 
of t h e  company commander, t h e  medevac c o u l d n ' t  and I had moved 
my r a d i o  up t o  a dus to f f  frequency and was monitoring. I 
o f f e r e d  my a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  ahold of him on another  
n e t .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  I mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had casual-
ties, and he came i n  and picked up my two people.  My RTO, 
again I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, pu t  those  two men on t h e  
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h e l i c o p t e r .  That made two men wounded and one k i l l e d .  Then 
another  d u s t o f f ,  I was t a l k i n g  t o  another  one t h a t  was t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  ahold of t h e  company commander and I was t a l k i n g  t o  
him on t h e  r a d i o  when it happened. I s a i d ,  "Hold it, I ' v e  
go t  another  casua l ty .  I p u t  it down and I went over t o  he lp  
the  guy. He was j u s t  a l i t t l e  way away from me. A t  t h a t  
t ime, he s t i l l  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  hold of the  company commander and 
he came i n  without  any i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  t o  pick up t h i s  one man 
of mine before  my people had a chance t o  he lp  them o f f .  A t  
t h i s  t ime, I n o t i f i e d  t h e  company commander of what was going 
on. I had t o  g ive  him my observat ion  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  tempor-
a r i l y  s o  I could move t o  another  loca t ion .  It took about an 
ha l f  hour o r  4 5  minutes t o  probe our  way ou t  of t h a t  s e c t i o n  
of the  a r e a  and move around and t r y  t o  g e t  i n t o  an observat ion  
p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  west.  

We were faced ,  then,  with approximately t h e  same 
th ing  t h a t  was going on i n  Char l ie  Company. Like I s a i d ,  no-
th ing  s p e c i f i c  over t h e  r a d i o ,  nothing a t  a l l  one way o r  t h e  
o t h e r  t h a t  would draw my a t t e n t i o n ,  nothing t h a t  I could re-
member. I ' m  su re  i f  t h e r e  was something d r a s t i c ,  I would re- 18 
member, bu t  I d o n ' t  have any knowledge. $ 

Let me ask you t h i s ,  were you a t  t h e  same t i m eQ 
. ..g e t t i n g  t ransmissions from t h e  squad r a d i o  i n  Bravo Company? . , 

A.  Yes, s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  so.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  were 
too  many, though, because n e i t h e r  my company nor Bravo Company 
was moving a t  t h e  time nor r ece iv ing  any f i r e  of any conse-
quence, where we would have t o  use t h e  squad rad ios .  I ' m  
p r e t t y  su re  we l e t  it go j u s t  t o  Char l ie  Company because they  
were i n  con tac t  p o s i t i o n .  

Q. What I ' m  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  a t ,  I c a n ' t  understand 
the  squad r a d i o s  i n  one br igade being on the  same frequency. 

A. S i r ,  we rece ived  these  squad rad ios  j u s t  before  
we departed t o  Hawaii and they c o u l d n ' t  g e t  c r y s t a l s  t o  change 
the  frequency. A l l  were on 51.0. 

Q. That exp la ins  it. 

A. I be l i eve  I was t h e  only platoon t o  take  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  the  company t h a t  day o r  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  To 
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t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I d o n ' t  remember what we d i d  a f t e r  t h a t  
opera t ion .  I know t h a t  one inc iden t  you remarked on. I d o n ' t  
remember whether t h a t  happened a f t e r  t h a t  ope ra t ion  o r  before ,  

Q *  That n ight?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know whether it was a f t e r  t h e  
opera t ion .  

Q The n igh t  of t h e  17th? 

A .  I ' l l  r e f e r  t o  it a s  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q That was the  n igh t  of t h e  17 th  because the  company 
went across  the  br idge  on t h e  af te rnoon of t h e  17th  and went 
i n t o  a n i g h t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  200 t o  300 meters t o  the  south ,  
and I b e l i e v e  west,  of the  br idge .  

A. A 1 1  r i g h t ,  sir, I ' l l  t ake  it from t h e r e .  I remember 
everyth ing  i n  d e t a i l .  The 1st and t h e  3d Platoons went south 
of t h e  r i v e r  again t h a t  evening. 

Q- The 1st and the 3d Platoons? 

A.  Yes , sir.  

Q. Where d i d  t h e  2d Platoon--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was j u s t  going t o  g ive  you t h a t .  

The 2d Platoon spen t  t h e  n i g h t  up on coordina tes  
695815 nor th  of t h e  r i v e r .  The 1st and the  3d, I d o n ' t  re -
member t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we spen t  t h e  n i g h t ,  s i r ,  exac t ly .  Approx-
imately,  bu t  n o t  exac t ly .  

Q e  You mean t h i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17th? 

A.  17 th ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. I can t e l l  you exac t ly  where you spent  t h e  n igh t .  
Your company went i n t o  a l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  r i g h t  i n  he re  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 

A. The pagoda was r i g h t  i n  the--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You t h i n k  t h e  2d P la toon  moved over  
H i l l  108? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They s t a y e d  up t h e r e  on o b s e r v a t i o n .  
I know because we  on ly  had a t o t a l  of  two p l a t o o n s ,  on ly  about  
40 o r  45 men. A l l  t h r e e  p l a t o o n s  were u n d e r s t r e n g t h ,  way under- 
s t r e n g t h .  We had o u r  mor ta rs  w i t h  us i n  t h a t  pe r ime te r .  W e  
s a t  i n  o u r  pe r ime te r .  W e  dug i n  p o s i t i o n s ,  1st and t h e  3d. 
The reason  I remember t h e  1st and 3d because t h e  1st w a s  my 
o l d  p l a toon  and those  w e r e  t h e  people  t h a t  took t h e  ca sua l -  
t ies.  Every th ing  w a s  q u i e t  u n t i l  e x a c t l y  2145 i n  t h e  evening.  
I w a s  up a t  t h e  company CP t a l k i n g  t o  Capta in  RIGGS, e x a c t l y  
2145, I w a s  looking  a t  my watch when it happened, sma l l  arms 
f i r e  commenced and an exp los ion .  F i r s t  w e  thought  it w a s  a 
mortar  a t t a c k .  There was a series of approximately  s i x  t o  
e i g h t  exp los ions .  Captain  RIGGS and I l e f t  t h e  CP. I checked 
h a l f  t h e  pe r ime te r  and he checked t h e  o t h e r  h a l f .  The h a l f  
he checked w a s  t h e  1st P la toon  where t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e .  I 
checked my p l a toon  and had no c a s u a l t i e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no 
one had any i d e a  what was go ing  on. A t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was 
two men k i l l e d  and I b e l i e v e  f i v e  o r  s i x  wounded. One of t h e  
men k i l l e d  was a squad l e a d e r ,  Sergeant  GREENFIELD. 

Q *  GRESHAM? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  man t h a t  w a s  k i l l e d .  

Q. SP4 CRUZ ( p h o n e t i c a l l y )  was wounded, do you re-
member t h a t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember CRUZ ve ry  w e l l .  H e  w a s  an 
SP4 a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  w a s  t h e  man t h a t  r a n  o u t  of t h e  p e r i -  
meter.  He saw what was going on ,  he r a n  o u t ,  s t a r t e d  t o  t h ink -  
i n g ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  someone w a s  a t t a c k i n g  u s ,  which w e  s t i l l  
w e r e n ' t  s u r e  o f .  Capta in  RIGGS c a l l e d  a  medevac, t hen  he p u t  
me on t h e  medevac f requency t o  b r i n g  t h e  s h i p  i n .  We were i n  
a  very ,  ve ry  t i g h t  p o s i t i o n .  We had t r e e s  sur rounding  us and 
they  r a n  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h i s  pagoda. So I had t o  g i v e  t h e  p i l o t  
an azimuth. We p u t  o u t  l i g h t s .  He had t o  l a n d  on a p i l e  of  
rocks .  H e  had t o  come s t r a i g h t  down and go s t r a i g h t  up. We-
loaded t h e  wounded on. We d i d n ' t  load  t h e  dead on. The nex t  
morning, I b e l i e v e  it was Colonel  HENDERSON, a l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l ,  I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  w a s  D iv i s ion  A r t i l l e r y - -  , . 
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a - Colonel LUPER? 

A. I ' m  n o t  su re  about t h e  name, and Colonel BARKER 
came i n .  H e  came i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t .  We discovered 
t h e  s a f e t y  l e v e r s  from t h e  handgrenades and knew what went on. 
They came i n ,  he t a l k e d  t o  Captain RIGGS and looked around a 
l i t t l e  b i t  and then  l e f t .  Soon a f t e r  they l e f t ,  t h e  sh ip  t h a t  
they l e f t  i n ,  we s e n t  the  two dead men o u t ,  e i t h e r  with them 
o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  they l e f t .  

Q Would it h e l p  you t o  remember i f  I t o l d  you the  
f i r s t  s e rgean t  t h i n k s  he went o u t  and picked up those two 
dead men? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir,  I know it was f a i r l y  soon 
a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q Okay, go  ahead. 

A. We broke our  n igh t  defens ive  p o s i t i o n ,  went nor th  
across  t h e  r i v e r  and joined up with the  2d Platoon.  And a f t e r  
that--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You joined up wi th  the  2d Platoon 
up on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  it was up on the  h i l l  o r  
j u s t  nor th  of t h e  r i v e r .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  it was up on where they 
were o r  below where they were. W e  moved nor th  of t h e  r i v e r .  

Q.  The t a s k  fo rce  log  r e p o r t s  t h e  n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  of 
the  company t h a t  n i g h t  of the  18th  on t o p  of H i l l  1 0 8 .  

. . 

A. The n i g h t  of t h e  1 8 t h  it may have been, s i r ,  I ' m  
r e a l l y  n o t  sure .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t he  opera t ions  o r  t h e  movement o f  
the  company on t h e  19th?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  we s t a r t e d  t o  head towards t h e  coas t .  
I b e l i e v e  it was r i g h t  i n  here  on t h e  Chau Me. W e  were t o l d  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some ARVN s o l d i e r s ,  wood c u t t e r s ,  come i n  t o  
c u t  wood and wanted us t o  secure  t h e  beach f o r  them. I ' m  no t  
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s u r e  about t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  we w e r e  t h e r e .  The day I l e f t ,  
I was going i n  t o  be in fused .  I l e f t  from t h e  beach. 

Q- On t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 8 t h  t h e  company gave i t s  
l o c a t i o n  here .  On t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  19 th  t h e  company gave 
i t s  l o c a t i o n  a s  758857. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  excuse me. I remember be ing  on the 
sand dune a t  n i g h t .  W e  had a hard  t i m e .  I remember t h a t  was 
two n i g h t s  b e f o r e  I l e f t .  W e  dug i n  o u r  p o s i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
sand, no th ing  happened t h a t  I remember. Wait a minute, I ' l l  
t ake  t h a t  back. E i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  n i g h t  a f t e r ,  one of 
t h e  1st  Platoon ambushes on t h e  beach saw a  p a r t y  of  women 
c a r r y i n g  f i s h  down t h e  beach and w e  stopped them. They d i d n ' t  
k i l l  anybody o r  shoo t  anybody, s h o t  a t  and missed. W e  s topped 
and picked them up, e i t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t  o r  t h e  fo l lowing  n i g h t ,  
sir. 

Q* The n e x t  n i g h t ,  t h e  20th,  accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  
t h e  company bivouacked a t  741869, which would pu t  i t  r i g h t  i n  
here .  T h a t ' s  t h e  company. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  n i g h t ,  no, sir.  

Q- You say  you l e f t  about t h e  23rd? 

A. Between t h e  22nd and 24th. 

Q- That must have been a day be fo re  you went back 
t o  D o t t i e  and picked up your s t u f f .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  then  I went back down t o  Bronco and I 
had t o  p ick  up my reco rds ,  my l e g a l  records .  ' 

Q - L e t  m e  ask about t h a t  day of  t h e  19 th .  L e t ' s  go
t o  t h e  march on t h e  1 8 t h ,  and march on t h e  19 th ,  can you p i c -  
t u r e  t h i s ?  

A. The 18 th  i s  one t h a t  w e  had t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  tha t - -  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  o r  was t h a t  t h e  17 th?  

Q. The evening o f  t h e  17 th  you had t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  
t h e  ground a t t a c k  according t o  your test imony. The n i g h t  and 
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t h e  morning of t h e  18th  you moved o u t  of t h a t  a r e a  a f t e r  being 
v i s i t e d  by Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel BARKER and the  a r -
t i l l e r y  co lone l  and moved over t o  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  t h e  2d 
Platoon had been i n .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you r e c a l l  f o r  me i f  EIKENBERRY had any d u t i e s  
a s  t h e  company l e f t  t h e  a rea?  

A. When we were on the  h i l l  t h a t  n igh t?  

Q. No, t h e  a r e a  where you had been a t tacked down 
by t h e  pagoda. 

A. N o ,  sir. I d o n ' t  remember any d u t i e s  a t  a l l .  

Q A s  I understand it, EIKENBERRY remembers he had 
t o  blow t h r e e  grenades.  The company p u l l e d  o f f  about 400 
meters and he and DAVIS s t ayed  behind and blew these  t h r e e  
grenades. Then they h u r r i e d  up and caught up with the  com-
pany 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  sir.  

Q.  He pointed ou t  t h a t  once they  were thrown, they 
d i d n ' t  go o f f .  

A. I do remember something about grenades bu t  I 
don 't remember EIKENBERRY . 
Q. EIKENBERRY informed me t h a t  he was more o r  l e s s  
t h e  demoli t ion e x p e r t  i n  t h e  company. 

A. H e  was a tunnel  r a t  and d i d  use most of the  de-
mol i t ions .  

Q. DAVIS c a r r i e d  a l o t  of e x t r a  demoli t ions f o r  him? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q .  So t h i s  seems t o  be reasonable .  

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q- Now when t h e  company moved o u t ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  
formation it moved i n ?  They went back across  t h e  br idge?  

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  I don ' t .  

Q. You wouldn' t know whether your platoon w a s  leading?  

A. T h a t ' s  what I ' m  t h ink ing  about,  which p la toon w a s  
i n  t h e  lead .  

Q- You had two p la toons ,  now who was your p la toon ser-
geant a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Sergeant  WATANABE. 

Q - Sergeant  WATANABE was t h e  platoon sergeant?  

A. Yes, sir. 4 
gc


Q. What p la toon d i d  Sergeant  CARIS have a t  t h i s  time? 3-

A. 2d Platoon,  sir. 


Q - Sergeant  ZAMORA was with you? 


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And Sergeant  WILLIAMS w a s  with you, Bobby WILLIAMS? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir ,  I remember him, b u t  he l e f t  t h e  
company. 

Q. That i s  r i g h t ,  he l e f t  r i g h t  a f t e r  you d i d ,  prac-
t i c a l l y  wi th  you. He went up t o  t h e  198th,  t o  another  b a t t a l i o n .  

A. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  3d Platoon. 

Q - That i s  r i g h t .  But CARIS  a t  t h i s  time was t h e  2d 
Platoon se rgean t .  

A. And WATANABE was our  platoon se rgean t .  

a* Do you remember Sergeant  BENGE being along? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  he was with the' mortar  s e c t i o n ,  sir,  and 
t h e  mortar s e c t i o n  was along with us .  

Q . H e  explained t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have any tubes  with 
him b u t  he had a squad of people with him a s  a s e c u r i t y  e l e -
ment f o r  t h e  command group. 

A.  Yes, sir, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it w a s  u sua l ly  run but  
we  had mortars  t h e  n igh t  CRUZ g o t  h i t .  That ' s  a l l  t h a t  I 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember. Whether Sergeant  BENGE was t h e r e  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q H e  was the re .  

A. W e  d i d  have mortars  because I remember t h e i r  se tup .  

Q .  Now when you moved o u t  on t h e  19 th ,  going across  
from t h e  h igh  h i l l  over  t o  t h e  beach on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
Uptight ,  do you r e c a l l  t h e  formation you took? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I was i n  t h e  l e a d ,  sir.  

Q Now, l e t  me ask you t h i s .  Did you have any chopper 
cover? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q - Did you o f t e n  have Primo choppers covering you? 

A. The only time I remember having Primo choppers 
was a few weeks before  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  when we had Captain 
SHELTON. It  was extremely hard f o r  us  t o  g e t  h e l i c o p t e r s .  W e  
would go o u t ,  resupply sometime. When w e  d i d ,  it was usua l ly  
by Colonel BARKER'S command s h i p ,  and many t i m e s  he d i d n ' t  
have a command ship .  A s  f a r  a s  support  goes,  we d i d n ' t  g e t  
very much a t  a l l .  I t  i s  only one t i m e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  I 
remember us ing  Primo. We had one small  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  had 
one o r  two door gunners. I ' m  n o t  saying t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have 
them a t  any o t h e r  t imes,  bu t  they  were t h e  only t imes I re-
member. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  have two s h i p s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  it was only one. 
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Q. And t h i s  was an H-23 as  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And t h i s  was n o t  19 March? 

A. No, sir.  The t ime, l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h a t  I remember 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  we had them was when Captain SHELTON was 
with us. 

Q And t h a t  was j u s t  one t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  anything t h a t  b r ings  t h a t  o u t  i n  
your mind? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  because he buzzed over us  very low, 
r i g h t  above m e .  

Q - And he was f l y i n g  cover f o r  t h e  company? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. They found what he thought was a VC 
a t  the  time s o  a couple of men go t  i n  the  h e l i c o p t e r .  W e  
were j u s t  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  Supposedly t h i s  VC 
was on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and a couple of men g o t  i n  
the  h e l i c o p t e r  and flew over .  That i s  another  t h i n g  I r e m e m -
ber .  

Q. Do you remember an opera t ion ,  a l s o  s e v e r a l  weeks 
before  My Lai  as I understand it, where a chopper cornered 
a VC with a ca rb ine  and EIKENBERRY went o u t  with DAVIS and 
brought him back? 

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  remember.. 

Q. That was t h e  day t h a t  DAVIS g o t  wounded. 

A. The day t h a t  DAVIS go t  wounded, s i r ,  I wasn ' t  with 
the  company. This w a s  when Captain TRINKLE w a s  i n  charge. 
This was q u i t e  a while  before  the  inc iden t .  This happened 
about 3 o r  4 days before  t h i s .  One of my men g o t  h i t  with a 
booby t r a p  and I caught a p iece  of shrapnel ,  so  Captain 
TRINKLE l e f t  me as  h i s  a c t i n g  execut ive o f f i c e r  and Lieutenant  
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LUNDEEN--also L ieu tenan t  LUNDEEN was o u t  t h e r e  when Capta in  
TRINKLE g o t  h i t .  But I w a s n ' t  o u t  t h e r e .  

(2. You w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  when TRINKLE g o t  h i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 


Q - Were you t h e r e  when SHELTON g o t  h i t ?  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - I unders tand  t h a t  SHELTON and TRINKLE g o t  h i t  on 
t h e  same b r idge .  

A. Same approximate a r e a ,  w i t h i n  a few hundred meters .  

Q- Did you have any o t h e r  o f f i c e r  b e s i d e s  y o u r s e l f  
and Capta in  RIGGS o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  My L a i  (4 )  i n c i d e n t ?  You 
had t h e  o t h e r  two p l a toons?  

A. L i e u t e n a n t  Donald COKER, The o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
he  was a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  he  had j u s t  come t o  o u r  company. 
I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. He ETS'd i n  June o f  1968,  I re-
m e m b e r  t h a t .  I hea rd  about it b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  h i s  name. 

Q *  LUNDEEN, BOYLES, COKER. 

A. H e  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  very  long ,  s i r ,  he  w a s  a t  one t ime 
i n  Echo Company f i r s t .  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name. 

Q- Was h e  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  he was, sir.  H e  came b e f o r e  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
H e  had t h e  1st P la toon ,  my o l d  p l a t o o n .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he  w a s  
on t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I c a n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  s a y  yes  because he was 
k i n d  of i n  and o u t .  They were hav ing  some t r o u b l e  w i t h  them. 
I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  y e s  o r  no e x a c t l y ,  where h e  w a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q* Now you had been wounded and you w e r e  a c t i n g  as 
t h e  XO of t h e  company, can you r e c a l l  t h e  pe r iod?  

A. W e l l ,  it w a s  about  a day o r  two b e f o r e  Capta in  
TRINKLE g o t  h i t .  
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Q- H e  g o t  h i t  on 23 February? 

A. I would say  it would be around t h e  20th ,  s i r ,  
approximately.  

Q- How long  were you a c t i n g  execut ive?  

A. W e l l ,  he  g o t  i n  t h e  23d. A s  soon a s  he  s o t  h i t  I 
was o u t  on t h e  24th o r  25th.  

Q- The company p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e r e  t h e  24th by APC's. 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  they  p u l l e d  o u t  t h a t  n i g h t .  L ieu tenan t  
LUNDEEN was i n  charge of t h e  company. They came back t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r ,  I jo ined  them t h e  25th 
o r  r i g h t  around t h e r e .  

Q. So you w e r e  gone about 2 1  t o  25 February and 
a 
?l-

Lieutenant  LUNDEEN went back i n .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r  t i m e ,  you were +-
t h e  p la toon  l e a d e r  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  1st o r  t h e  3d? 

* 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  t h e  3d P la toon  had Lieutenant  BOYLES as 
a p l a toon  l e a d e r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  he g o t  s h o t ,  I took over  t h e  
3d. 

Q. When was t h i s ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  g o t  h i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  g o t  h i t  approximately 15  February,  
and I took ove r ,  I ' d  say  approximately t h e  1 7 t h ,  j u s t  a couple  
of days. I ' d  have t o  push t h a t ;  I ' d  say  it would be  around 
4 o r  5 February. I took over  t h e  3d P la toon ,  s i r ,  because 
i t  was q u i t e  a whi le  between t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I took over  t h e  3d 
from Captain TRINKLE. I g o t  wounded i n  between t h e r e ,  I be-
l i e v e .  A s  f a r  a s  t h e  e x a c t  day I took over  t h e  3d, I ' m  n o t  
su re .  Captain  TRINKLE was t h e r e .  

Q But you took it over  a couple o f  days a f t e r  BOYLES 
go t  h i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Okay. Well,  I can determine t h a t .  Now EIKENBERRY 
was t h e  company tunne l  r a t ?  

(WHITE) 18  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-369 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yes, sir,  I would say he was. 

Q. And a demoli t ion guy. 

A. I would say he was used as  t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know 
whether he was o f f i c i a l l y  designated as  t h a t ,  b u t  he was used 
as t h a t .  

Q He w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  3d Platoon? Was he always
with t h e  3d Platoon while  you were with them? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so ,  s i r ,  except  f o r  the  t imes he was with 
o t h e r  p la toons  on demoli t ion.  

Q Was he assigned t o  one of t h e  squads o r  kept  i n  
p la toon headquar ters?  

A. He w a s  ass igned t o  one of t h e  squads, s ir .  I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  which one it was. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know who h i s  squad l eader  would be? 

A. I t h i n k  it was CRUZ, bu t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  I t  
was e i t h e r  CRUZ who was h i s  squad l e a d e r  o r  team leader .  

Q. CRUZ was a SP4 a t  t h e  time b u t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
who t h e  squad l e a d e r  was? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. L e t ' s  go back t o  marching along. You a r e  i n  a 
column of p la toons  and probably i n  a column of squads. 

A. Going t o  the  beach. I d o n ' t  remember anything 
s p e c i f i c  happening u n t i l  t h a t  n i g h t  t h a t  the  1st Platoon 
caught those women ca r ry ing  t h e  f i s h  down the  beach. 

Q.  Le t  m e  see  i f  I can r e f r e s h  your memory. You 
a c t u a l l y  have chopper coverage? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  we very seldom g o t  it f o r  
j u s t  movement. I n  f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  remember g e t t i n g  it a t  a l l  
f o r  j u s t  movement. 
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Q. The time I ' m  th inking  about ,  it may n o t  have been 
the  time. The company had chopper coverage. You had two 
choppers, you had two H-23 's and one of them, the  one f l y i n g  
the  deck, cornered t h r e e  Vie t  Cong o f f  t o  the  f r o n t  l e f t  of 
the  company. Two of them jumped i n t o  a cave o r  s p i d e r  hole  
o r  whatever, anyway disappeared,  bu t  the  o t h e r  one was pinned 
down along a r i c e  p a t t y ,  d i k e ,  and he c i r c l e d  over  t h i s  guy 
f o r  about 20 minutes,  does t h i s  r i n g  a b e l l ?  

A. No, sir,  it d o e s n ' t  a t  a l l .  Like I s a i d ,  I d o n ' t  
remember any time t h a t  we even had choppers much l e s s  f o r  
coverage except  f o r  t h a t  one time I remember with Captain 
SHELTON. We j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  support  l i k e  that. 

Q He c i r c l e d  and he c i r c l e d  and c i r c l e d ,  and a l l  
t h e  time he was c a l l i n g  f o r  somebody t o  come o u t  and pick t h i s  
guy up. When they g o t  o u t  t h e r e ,  these  r i f lemen d i d  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  made t h a t  p i l o t  so  mad he c o u l d n ' t  s e e  s t r a i g h t .  
He j u s t  chewed the  h e l l  o u t  of t h e  company commander. 

A,  That s t i l l  doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l .  

Q Something t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  he spen t  20 minutes 
ou t  t h e r e  keeping t h i s  p r i s o n e r  cornered, exposed h i s  s h i p  and 
crew and himself and they went ou t  t h e r e  and s h o t  him. Do you 
th ink  you would r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I t h i n k  I ' d  r e c a l l  it. I th ink  I would r e c a l l  i f  
we had chopper coverage. I n  f a c t ,  I do r e c a l l  one t h i n g  b u t  
I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h i s  s p e c i f i c  t ime. I remember 
the  walk toward t h e  beach. I t  was e i t h e r  t h a t  day o r  another .  
I t  was very boring because it was h o t  and we were g e t t i n g  kind 
of t i r e d .  We d i d n ' t  have the  s l i g h t e s t  idea  when w e  were going 
t o  s t o p  o r  n i g h t  l aager .  Whether it was a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  n o t ,  
I ' m  not  su re .  

Q. Well, RIGGS would be i n  command? 

A .  I f  I was i n  t h e  l e a d ,  which I be l i eve  I was a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  I f e e l  su re  I would remember it. 

Q You have abso lu te ly  no r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Nothing a t  a l l ,  sir. 
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Q. I f  one of t h e  o t h e r  p l a toons  had been i n  t h e  l e a d ,  
could t h i s  have happened wi thout  you knowing i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Even t h e  chewing o u t  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  because t h a t  
chopper was on t h e  company n e t  n o t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  n e t ?  

A. I f  it was on t h e  company n e t ,  more than  l i k e l y  the  
RTO would have brought my a t t e n t i o n  t o  it. I d o n ' t  remember 
any a c t i o n  a t  a l l  going t o  t h e  beach. 

Q Would you r e c a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of an event  occur r ing  
where a p i l o t  c a l l e d  up your company commander and chewed him 
o u t  and raved because he had exposed himself  and h i s  equip-
ment and h i s  c r e w  unnecessa r i ly ,  because when t h e  r i f l emen  g o t  
up t h e r e  they  e l imina ted  t h e  guy? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about  t h a t .  I n  f a c t ,  
I know I would i f  I was involved i n  it o r  i f  I w a s  near  it, 
and I know I would i f  I was l i s t e n i n g  t o  it on t h e  r ad io .  

Q - A s  t h e  r i f l emen  went up, t h i s  guy looked a t  them 
because he was l y i n g  down along t h e  d i k e ,  looked up a t  him. 
The r i f l eman  jabbed him wi th  a bayonet and s h o t  him through 
t h e  head and turned  around and walked back. The chopper p i l o t  
g o t  real mad. Perhaps you could unders tand why he would. 

A. W e l l ,  was t h i s  bayonet f i x e d  t o  t h e  r i f l e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A . .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody t h a t  eve r  c a r r i e d  a bayonet 
f i x e d  t o  t h e  r i f l e .  

a Your people d i d  n o t  c a r r y  bayonets f i x e d  t o  t h e  
r i f l e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  w e  d i d  no t .  I used t o  do t h a t  when I 
was i n  t h e  198th ,  j u s t  t o  s t i c k  my weapon i n  t h e  ground whi le  
looking  a t  t h e  map. W e  used them temporar i ly  when w e  were 
sea rch ing  hay s t a c k s  o r  something. 

Q. I n  a company, you d i d n ' t  f i x  bayonets very o f t e n ?  
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A.  No, sir. 

Q What about t h e  o t h e r  platoons? 

A. Well, they d i d n ' t  i n  the  1st Platoon o r  t h e  3d 
Platoon. I can say t h a t  f o r  both of them. The 2d, I never 
saw. I f  he s tuck  him with a bayonet he could have done it 
with h i s  hand. 

Q e 
I t ' s  my understanding it was on the r i f l e .  The 

p i l o t  r a n t s  and raves  with t h e  company commander and t h e  com-
pany commander says , "I'11 check i n t o  it. " He c a l l s  on the  
platoon l e a d e r ,  "Why d i d  you guys knock t h i s  guy o f f ? "  The 
answer came back, "He was a Vie t  Cong." The company commander 
s a i d ,  "Why d id  you do i t ? "  The platoon l e a d e r  s a y s ,  "Wait a 
minute." He apparent ly he ld  the  t ransmission key down on t h e  
r a d i o  and he s a i d ,  whatever t h e  man's name was, nobody remembers 
the  name Pe te  o r  whatever, "Why d i d  you shoot  t h a t  guy?" and 
over the  r a d i o  comes "ah-ah-ah-ah" and the  p la toon l e a d e r  
says ,  "He had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket?" Then came t h i s  o t h e r  
voice,  "Yeah, he had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket.  " So t h e  platoon 
l eader  c a l l s  back t h e  company commander and says t h e  V i e t  Cong 
had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket,  he was armed. That chopper p i l o t  
was so mad he turned around and flew o f f .  

A.  That d o e s n ' t  sound l i k e  Captain RIGGS. Captain 
RIGGS w a s  extremely courteous toward a l l  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  
I ' l l  say t h a t  d id  no t  happen t o  m e ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any-
th ing  on the  r a d i o  about t h a t .  I ' m  su re  I would, I ' m  posi-
t i v e  I would. 

Q. Well, you r e c a l l  everything e l s e ,  so t h a t  you
would probably r e c a l l  t h a t  i f  it occurred. 

A.  I c a n ' t  even remember anything happening when we  
were walking toward t h e  beach. 

Q. Any o t h e r  time? 

A .  The only o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  happening a f t e r  t h a t  
night we got hit with grenades'was when we picked those  women 
up on the  beach. 

(WHITE) APP T-369 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . 

Q No, I d o n ' t  mean t h a t ,  anytime t h a t  you were with 
Task Force Barker. Do you r e c a l l  any i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l  t h a t  
would make you ques t ion  t h e  honor of wearing t h a t  uniform? 

A.  NO, sir. 

Q What was your r e a c t i o n  when t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  
h i t  t h e  news media? 

A. Surp r i se ,  shock. I c o u l d n ' t  say whether it hap-
pened o r  n o t ,  b u t  nothing during t h e  time made me suspect  it, 
j u s t  a l o t  of d i s b e l i e f .  I know I f e l t  su re  t h a t  when I was 
t h e r e ,  when I was watching it, when I was monitoring over the  
r a d i o ,  the  f a r t h e s t  th ing  from my mind was t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  
be l i eve  it. I c o u l d n ' t  be l i eve  it had happened. While I was 
watching it, i f  it did  happen and without  me a c t u a l l y  knowing 
it. 

Q . Well, you were a good k i lometer  away. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  bu t  it was a l l  completely open, we l l ,  I 
mean t o  t h e  v i l l a g e , ,  sir. .I couldn'  t. see  the  men running . 
around o r  anything,  but  I could see the  v i l l a g e .  

MAJOR ZYCHOWSKI: Did I understand you c o r r e c t l y  t o  say t h a t  
the  squad rad ios  i n  both companies were on the  same frequency? 

A, Yes, sir.  

Q. You could hear  t h e i r  t ransmiss ions?  

A. Yes, sir ,  the  range va r i ed  sometimes. Every once 
and a w h i l e  we would have t r o u b l e  with t h e  r ad ios  working, 
when they would g e t  wide o r  something. We d i d n ' t  have any 
t roub le .  Our company como sergeant  had a good sound knowledge 
of e l e c t r o n i c s  and he used t o  c a l l  them i n  and have them f i x e d ,  
bu t  the  range va r i ed .  Sometimes you c a n ' t  g e t  anything 500 
meters away. Sometimes it w i l l  go up t o  3 c l i c k s .  

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything unusual on t h i s  
r a d i o  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  C Company's opera t ion  t h e r e ?  

A. I knew they were i n  con tac t  bu t  a s  f a r  as the.mas-
s a c r e  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  no, s ir .  
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COL ARMSTRONG: W e l l ,  do you have anyth ing  a t  a l l  i n  you~r  mind 
t h a t  p o s s i b l y  would throw l i g h t  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  l e t t e r s  t o  
your w i f e ,  perhaps  cove r ing  t h e  p e r i o d ,  maps you might have 
brought  back? , 

A. No, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  b r i n g  any maps back.  I w a s n ' t  
mar r ied  a t  t h e  t i m e .  But I remember t h e  map very  w e l l ,  ve ry  
w e l l .  

Q- Thi s  a r e a ?  

A .  The map o f  t h i s  a r e a ,  I know it very  w e l l .  

Q. W e l l ,  what I want t o  do i s  thank you f o r  coming 
i n .  I know you a r e  on your  way t o  a new ass ignment ,  b u t  you 
c a n ' t  h e l p  t h i n k  about  t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  about  what has  gone 
on h e r e  today.  I f  anyth ing  comes t o  your  mind a t  a l l ,  p l e a s e  
d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  us because t h i s  can happen, it has  been 
very ,  ve ry  d e t a i l e d .  You remember very  c l o s e l y  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  have happened, and it might j u s t  c l i c k  on some o t h e r  
s t u f f .  I f  it does ,  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  u s .  Major COOP 
w i l l  t e l l  you how t o  c a l l  us .  

A. S i r ,  you brought  up t h e  t h i n g s  I have seen  a g a i n s t  
t h i s  uniform. I c o u l d n ' t  even remember when o r  how, b u t  some-
t i m e s  t h e  t r o o p s ,  when t h e y  d i d  g e t  an a c t u a l  VC, t h e y  d i d  g e t  
rough w i t h  him, b u t  t h a t  would be s topped by m e ,  Se rgean t  
WATANABE o r  Capta in  RIGGS. Tney would be s topped .  I ' l l  admit  
I had a l o t  o f  h a t r e d  myself because I l o s t  about  h a l f  my p l a -  
toon i n  t h a t  a r e a  and a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  people .  But as f a r  as 
b r u t a l i t y  o r  a t r o c i t y ,  I d i d n ' t  w i t n e s s  anyth ing .  I n  f a c t ,  
du r ing  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  even remember h e a r i n g  
about anyth ing .  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  shocked me  s o  much, 
when I saw t h i s  i n  t h e  pape r ,  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  
s ay ing  t h a t  i t  d i d n ' t  happen, because I c a n ' t .  But I ' m  s a y i n g  
I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 

Q - Okay. W e l l ,  t h a t  was t h e  n e x t  t h i n g .  Have you 
g o t  any q u e s t i o n s  o r  do you want t o  make a s t a t emen t?  You 
have a l r e a d y  s a i d  what T t h i n k  you wanted t o  say .  But I want 
t o  remind you a g a i n ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  t o  any one 
un le s s  you happen t o  be  r e c a l l e d  b e f o r e  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  some k ind .  Then 
whatever you s a i d  h e r e  can be c e r t a i n l y  r epea t ed  t o  them. 
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They a r e  o f f i c i a l . '  You could  p o s s i b l y  be con tac t ed  by C I D  
agen t s  t o  rehash  t h i s  o r  they  may wqnt t o  t a k e  s t a t emen t s  from 
you. I f  t h e y  do,  you c e r t a i n l y  may do so .  However, we d o n ' t  
wan t ' you  t a l k i n g  t o  anybody else exc'ept  i n  a very  o f f i c i a l  
c a p a c i t y  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  any o t h e r  witnesses t h a t  might ap-
p e a r  he re .  Do you have anyth ing  else you would l i k e  t o  add? 

A. , I t h i n k  I have j u s t  +out  emptied eve ry th ing .  

MAJOR ZYCHOWSKI: You mentioned t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  
CALLEY when you were t p g e t h e r  a t  t h e  198th?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q.  Did L ieu tenan t  CALLEY meqtion t h i s  a s s a u l t  a t  a l i  
o r  what took p l a c e ?  

A. W e  t a l k e d  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  sir.  H e  was t h e  
S5 and I was p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  him very o f t e n  
u n t i l  I came i n  from t h e  f i e l d .  ' W e  t a l k e d  about  t h i s  opera- 
t i o n  because it was one o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened 
when w e  w e r e  i n  Task Force Barker. A t  t h e  t i m e  when I was 
e n t e r i n g  Task Force Barker ,  I d i d n ' t  ,know L ieu tenan t  CALLEY- 
W e  happened t o  o f  course  mention,  "What u n i t  w e r e  you i n  be- 
f o r e ? "  W e  mentioned t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  a t  no t i m e  d i d  w e  t a l k  
about  it. I remember t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  came o u t  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of about  120 VC. H e  never  mentioned o r  I never  brought  up 
anyth ing  about c i v i l i a n s  b u t  w e  d i d  mention about  t h e  VC but 
no th ing  i n  d e t a i l  o r  no th ing  s p e c i f i c .  W e  t a l k e d  about  t h e  
a r e a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  how eve ry  t ime w e  went south  of  t h e  r i v e r  w e  
g o t  c o n t a c t ,  eve ry  t i m e .  I would k i d  him once and a whi le  
about how C Company g o t  o f f  p r e t t y  easy  on c a s u a l t i e s  down 
t h e r e ,  because t h e y  d i d n ' t  go sou th  of t h e  r i v e r  a s  many t imes 
a s  w e  d id .  W e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  company sou th  of t h e  r i v e r  and 
took h e l l .  

Q - You a r e  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  no th ing  
s p e c i f i c ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  a f l i g h c  o £ f i c e r  com- 
p l a i n i n g  about  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  women and c h i l d r e n ?  
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A. No, sir. Like I s a i d ,  i n  t h e  Task Force Barker o r  
Americal D iv i s ion ,  I never  heard rumors o r  o therwise  bes ide  
what we thought  o r  w e r e  t o l d .  

Q. Did you eve r  hea r  where a p i l o t  had a c t u a l l y  
dropped h i s  chopper between Americal s o l d i e r s  and a group of 
Vietnamese and t o l d  h i s  gunner t o  t r a i n  h i s  guns on those  
American s o l d i e r s  whi le  he went on and rescued a boy? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  u n t i l  I r ead  it i n  t h e  newspaper. 

MAJOR ZYCHOWSKI: I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  pursue the  p o i n t  about  t h e  
squad r a d i o s .  Did you hear  anyth ing  about body counts  o r  t h e  
a c t i o n  o r  about ,  "What i n  t h e  h e l l  i s  going on i n  t h e r e ? "  

A .  I t  was n a t u r a l  more o r  l e s s ,  f o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  as 
it appeared t o  me over  t h e  r a d i o .  I d i d  monitor t h e  whole 
t h i n g  u n t i l  we  depa r t ed .  Of course  we were con tac ted ,  maneu-
ve r ing  squads and p la toons  toward t h e  end,  something was men-
t ioned  about  a body count ,  somebody s a i d ,  "What do you have 
over t h e r e ,  " o r  a body count ,  something s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t .  I n  
f a c t ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a t  any t i m e  over  t h e  r a d i o  was any-
t h i n g  even mentioned about c i v i l i a n s .  

COL ARMSTRONG: When d i d  you g e t  involved wi th  your booby t r a p  
and c a s u a l t i e s ,  about  what t i m e  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I would say  about 0800-0830, s i r ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t he  f i r s t  l i f t  came i n .  

Q. What you a r e  say ing ,  you monitored t h e  squad rad-
i o s  up u n t i l  about  0800 o r  0830? 

A .  And d i scon t inued  u n t i l  about a h a l f  hour l a t e r ,  
then w e  cont inued aga in .  I t  took us about an hour o r  4 5  
minutes t o  probe our  way o u t  of  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q It took you about an h a l f  hour t o  evacuate  your 
wounded? 

A .  It d i d n ' t  t ake  t h a t  long a t  a l l ,  sir. W e l l ,  l i k e  
I s a i d ,  a s  soon a s  it happened, dur ing  the  t i m e  it happened, 
t h i s  medevac was t r y i n g  t o  c a l l  C Company commander and could-
n ' t  g e t  him. I was o f f e r i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  somebody 
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on t h e  r a d i o  o r  something e l s e  t o  h e l p  and then  it happened. 
Like a f o o l ,  I went running down on t h e  a r e a  where it happened. 
I d i d n ' t  know what w a s  going on and my RTO came wi th  me and 
immediately,  j u s t  a m a t t e r  of  a couple  of  minutes ,  w e  g o t  him 
i n  t h a t  medevac t o  p i ck  those  two men up. Within a m a t t e r  of 
a minute o r  2 minutes l a t e r ;  my RTO h i t  one. The exp los ions ,  
t h e  medevac, I could  say  happened e i t h e r  5 o r  10 minutes ,  a t  a 
maximum. 

Q What you a r e  s ay ing ,  you w e r e n ' t  paying a t t e n t i o n  
' t o  anybody w i t h  t hose  squad r a d i o s  f o r  a pe r iod  of 30 t o  40 

minutes?  

A. I would say t h a t  is  a minimum time. 

Q What about  maximum? 

A. About an  hour t o  an hour  and a q u a r t e r .  

Q So you a r e  s ay ing  from approximately  0800 t o  0930. 
I 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. In t h i s  a r e a .  You w e r e n ' t  moni tor ing, '  r e a l l y  moni-
t o r i n g ?  YOU' w e r e  s o r t  of i n  an au toma t i c  way? 

A.  Y e s ,  si'r. 

Q. Were you paying r e a l  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I w a s ,  p r i o r  t o  my men h i t t i n g  t h e  booby t r a p s ,  
ve ry  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n .  Of course  n o t  a t  a l l  whi le  we were 
moving o u t  of  t h e  a r e a  and r e p o s i t i o n i n g  and ve ry  s l i g h t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  because everybody was r e a l l y  shook. W e  moved o u t ,  
we  had t o  move a very  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  and w e  w e r e  s o  concerned 
whether t h e r e  were s t i l l  booby t r a p s  around.  

MAJOR ZYCHOWSKI: Did you h e a r  any t r ansmis s ions  about ,  "Stop 
t h e  s h o o t i n g , "  o r ,  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g , "  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir,  n o t  a t  any t i m e .  I ' m  s u r e  I would r e m e m -
b e r  t h a t  a l s o .  Not i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  I c o u l d n ' t  say.  
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COL ARMSTRONG: W e l l ,  I want t o  thank  you v e r y  much. We ap-
p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n  and as I s a i d ,  i f  any th ing  comes back 
t o  you, don t i t  you h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  u s ,  g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  us .  

(The h e a r i n g  ad journed  a t  1309 h o u r s ,  1 4  February  
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WILLIAMS, Bobby G. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 3  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968 : Squad Leader ,  T h i r d  
P l a t o o n ,  A/3/1. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  j o i n e d  A/3/1 i n  l a t e  September 1967, 
i n  Hawaii and moved t o  Duc Pho w i t h  them (pg. 3 ) .  I n  
e a r l y  February  t h e y  became p a r t  o f  Task Force  Barker  
and o p e r a t e d  o u t  o f  LZ ~ o t t i eand LZ u p t i g h t  u n t i l  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  d i sbanded  (pg.  3 ) .  

A f t e r  b e i n g  b r i e f e d ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  
remembered t h e  o p e r a t i o n  as i t  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  
remember many o t h e r  d e t a i l s  (pg.  7 ) .  H e  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  
S e r g e a n t  GRENHAM w a s  k i l l e d  (pg. 7 ) ,  and t h a t  F r a n c i s  X.  CRUZ,  
Andy DOUGLAS, and LESURE were wounded (pg .  1 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  on 18  March 1968, e i t h e r  t h e  second or t h e  t h i r d  
p l a t o o n  l e d  t h e  company (pgs. 9 , 10)  , and h e  cou ld  n o t  
reca l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of h i s  squad (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  
H-23's and gunsh ips  f l y i n g  cove r  as t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  
b r i d g e  (pg.  1 2 ) .  On 19 March 1968, h e  c o u l d  n o t  reca l l  
any h e l i c o p t e r s  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 )  . 
3 .  HELICOPTER ENCOUNTER. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d -  t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a s e  
camp, h e  h e a r d  of  an encoun te r  which o c c u r r e d  on 18  March 
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between a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and a company commander ( p g . 1 4 ) ,  

b u t  he  could  n o t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  (pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  r e - 

c a l l e d  t h a t  a "Primo Bi rd"  cornered  a s u s p e c t  i n  a r i c e  

paddy and a p l a t o o n  went o u t  t o  c a p t u r e  him (pgs.  15 ,  1 6 ) .  

H e  could n o t  r e c a l l  what happened t o  t h e  man (pg. 1 6 ) .  

H e  remembered EIKENBERRY b r i n g i n g  back a c a r b i n e  from an 

i n c i d e n t  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  it was t h e  same one (pg .17) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  -
NUMEER DESCRIPTION NOTES 

. 
PAGES 

' Used t o  o r i e n t  
MAP-1 Wall map t h e  wi tness .  13 

-
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1346 hours ,  1 3  February 
1970. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  cove t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons a r e  p resen t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
MAJ APICI, and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Bobby G ,  WILLIAMS. 

. (SSG WILLIAMS w a s  c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

W i l l  you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  Social 
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and station' 

A. ' Y e s ,  sir. My name is S t a f f  Sergeant  Bobby G. 
WILLIAMS, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number o r g a n i z a t i o n ,I ,  

A Troop, 9 th  Cav, F o r t  Ri ley ,  Kansas. # 

RCDR: United S t a t e s  Army? 

A. United S t a t e s  Army, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Excuse m e ,  Sergeant  WILLIAMS, b u t  when you 
were sworn i n ,  I heard you say,  " Y e s ,  s ir." I d i d n ' t  hear 
you say ,  "I do." DO you say ,  "I do"? 

A. I do, sir. 

9. A l l  r i g h t .  I presumed t h a t  t h a t ' s  what he meant. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. D o  you remember t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  you j u s t  read o u t  
t h e r e  (Exh ib i t  M - 5 7 )  ? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I do. 

Q. You understand them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. you have any ques t ions  about  them? 
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A .  No ques t ions ,  sir. 

Q Sergeant  WILLIAMS, I ' m  Colonel ARMSTRONG, and I was 
appointed by t h e  Chief of  Staff--Major A P I C I  and myself were 
appointed by t h e  Of f i ce  of  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  Gen-
e r a l  PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  mat ters  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  inc iden t .  There a r e  o t h e r  groups i n t e r r o g a t i n g  
wi tnesses ,  and t h e r e  a r e  c i v i l i a n  lawyers who a r e  a s s i s t i n g  
t h e  Secre tary  of  t h e  Army and General PEERS i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  However, General PEERS a lone  i s  respons ib le  f o r  re-
ce iv ing  a l l  t h e  testimony t h a t  i s  taken,  t h e  f a c t s  a s  they  
a r e  brought o u t  i n  t h i s .  testimony, and coming t o  conclusions 
and recommendations. He alone i s  respons ib le .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- I would l i k e  t o  emphasize t o  you t h a t  you a r e  no t  
t o  d i scuss  anything t h a t  goes on i n  t h i s  room with anyone out-
s i d e  t h i s  room except  an o f f i c i a l  j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  body. SI 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I understand. 

Q =  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you a r e  not  t o  d i scuss  it wi th  o t h e r  -* 
witnesses  t h a t  may appear be fo re  t h i s  inqu i ry .  That i s  t o  
p r o t e c t  you, p r o t e c t  them, t o  make c e r t a i n  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  our  
knowledge and your knowledge t h a t  t h e  testimony you g ive  is 
accura te .  

A.  Right,  sir.  

Q- Okay. The day I conduct t h i s  ques t ioning  i s  very 
soon I w i l l  desc r ibe  o r  o r i e n t  you, b r i e f  you, a s  t o  t h e  opera-
t i o n s  of Task Force Barker on t h e  d a t e s  of 15 through 2 6  March 
1 9 6 8 .  I b e l i e v e  you were a p a r t  of  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Then you have been o r i e n t e d  and, t o  a degree,  your
mind ref reshed.  This technique i s  used because we understand 
f i r s t  t h a t  you gentlemen coming before  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s  do n o t  
have a c l e a r  memory of  what happened 2 years  ago. This  i s  
very understandable,  and we understand it. What we t r y  t o  do 
i s  r e c a l l  t o  your memory t h e  events  of those  days t o  t h e  b e s t  
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  We do t h i s  by feeding a l i t t l e  b i t  of  
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information h e r e  and a l i t t l e  b i t  of  information t h e r e ,  hoping 
t h a t  it w i l l  spark  your memory so  t h a t  you w i l l  then come up 
wi th  some information.  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. I p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  General PEERS and s e v e r a l  of h i s  
people have v i s i t e d  Vietnam. They t a lked  t o  Vietnamese o f f i -  
c e r s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  They've gone t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  
ques t ion ,  they 've  seen it. They've been t o  t h e  headquar ters ,  
they 've  looked over  records .  We've t a l k e d  t o  over  250 men 
wi tnesses .  P i l e s  of records .  We know what happened. But t o  
co r robora te  it and t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
be no s t o n e  unturned t o  f i n d  o u t  everyth ing  we can about t h i s  
event .  T h a t ' s  why you ' re  now here .  Not t h a t  we t h i n k  t h a t  
you've done anything,  o r  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  your comrades 
have done anything a t  a l l ,  b u t  you were i n  one o f  t h e  companies 
involved i n  t h e  opera t ion ,  and we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  
d e t a i l s  of  what your company was t o  do. We're two s o l d i e r s  
t r y i n g  t o  exchange information back and f o r t h .  So you ' re  going 
t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e s e  hear ings  a r e  going t o  be a l i t t l e  b i t  i n f o r -  
mal, because we want you t o  have you mind completely a t  ease  
s o  t h a t  you can remember t o  t h e  b e s t  of  your a b i l i t y .  A l l  
r i g h t ,  I have two ques t ions  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you now. 
One is ,  can you desc r ibe  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  you had with t h e  
11th  Brigade, t h e  20th I n f a n t r y ,  i n  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  
and t h e  d a t e  of  t h e  jobs t h a t  you h e l d ,  t Q e  u n i t s  t h a t  you 
were i n ,  and t h e  d a t e s  of t h i s  s e r v i c e ?  

A. Yes, sir. I b e l i e v e  I can r e c a l l .  1967, November 
o r  l a t e  i n  September, I repor ted  i n t o  Schof ie ld  Barracks,  
Hawaii. Then l a t e r  we t r a i n e d  and moved o f f  t o  Vietnam. his 
was wi th  A Troop--I mean A Company 3/1. We moved over  t o  Duc 
Pho, Vietnam, where we s t ayed  approximately 2  weeks, made a 
f i r e  base  t h e r e ,  and moved o u t  t o  LZ Red, i f  I r e c a l l  it cor-
r e c t l y .  W e  s t ayed  down t h e r e  and opera ted  i n  t h e  Son My Val- 
l e y  a r e a  and t h e  a r e a  o f f  towards t h e  peninsula ,  which was 
down by Duc Pho, a l s o .  Shor t ly  a f t e r ,  we moved from t h e r e  t o  
Dragon, i f  I ' m  r e c a l l i n g  c o r r e c t l y ,  and t h e r e  we went more o r  
l e s s  wes t ,  ope ra t ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Then they formed t h e  t a sk  
f o r c e ,  which was around about ,  I can r e c a l l  it e x a c t l y ,  about 
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  February. There we had t h e  Task Force Barker 
going, we were opera t ing  o u t  of  Dot t i e  and LZ Uptight .  Approx-
imately J u l y  o r  June it was, I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  t h e  month o r  
d a t e ,  we came back t o  t h e  u n i t ,  t h e  11 th  Brigade. The t a s k  
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fo rce  i t s e l f  was d i s so lved  then.  ~ u r i n g  t h a t  t ime,  s ir ,  we 
got  back i n  our  a r e a ,  and we had a  b i g  in fus ion  t h a t  came down. 
I was l a t e r  infused  t o  t h e  198th i n  J u l y .  Then t h a t ' s  where I 
operated north.  They formed more o r  l e s s ,  w e l l ,  t h e  198th had 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  occupy LZ Dot t i e  aga in ,  back down i n  
here  again ,  s i r ,  and b a s i c a l l y  it was about t h e  same as  when 
Task Force Barker was goi.ng on. La te r  on we j u s t  l e f t  t h a t  
a rea  a l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and they brought i n  another  u n i t  of  t h e  
198th.  We operated more o r  l e s s  nor th ,  around t h e  south of  
t h e  Tam Ky a rea  and more o r  l e s s  o u t  of Chu Lai .  J u s t  more 
o r  l e s s  covering our  a r e a  of  reconnaissance r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
sir,  and t h e  defense of Chu La i  base i t s e l f .  On 3 December 
I re turned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. L e t ' s  t h i n k  back t o  t h i s  
p a s t  September o r  October when word of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  
o r  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  i n c i d e n t  h i t  t h e  news media. Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s ?  

Y e s ,  sir,  I do. But n o t  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

%+
Q. Since t h a t  t i m e ,  s i n c e  t h i s  p a s t  September o r  
October, have you bumped i n t o  any of  your o l d  acquaintances - a  


of t h e  11th  Brigade o r  t h e  America1 Divis ion and d iscussed  
t h i s  inc iden t?  

A. No, sir.  I never d i d  d i scuss  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I 
have--there were poss ib ly  two guys--well, two guys, men r a t -
h e r ,  t h a t  were i n  t h a t  u n i t  wi th  me who a r e  a t  Ri ley  now, w e  
j u s t  happened t o  meet each o t h e r ,  and we have never d iscussed  
t h e  inc iden t .  

Q. Were they  i n  A Company? 

A.. Yes, sir. They were. 

Q. Who a r e  they?  

A. Sergeant  WILEY and S t a f f  Sergeant  K E I O  (Phonet ic ) ,  
which now i s  a t  t h e  Honor Guard he re  at-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  And t h e y ' r e  both a t  Ri ley? 

A. No, sir, Sergeant  KEIO l e f t ,  came back t o  t h e  
Honor Guard. 

(WILLIAMS) 4 APP T-363 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

I 

(2 He's i n  t h e  3d I n f a n t r y  h e r e  sat Myer? 

A. Righ t ,  s i r -
I 

Q *  , T h a t ' s  Se rgean t  WILEY? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  WILEY. H e ' s  a t  t h e  5,47th Supply,  I 
b e l i e v e  it is .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  
I ' 

A. F o r t  R i l e y ,  Kansas. 

Q - But you didn 't d i s c u s s  any th ing  s u b s t a n t i v e  about  
what may have occu r red  du r ing  t h a t  pe r iod?  

I 

A. I never  d i d .  

Q - T e l l  m e  what your  r e a c t i o n  w a s  when t h i s  s t u f f  h i t  
t h e  news. Were you s u r p r i s e d ,  o r  d i d  you t h i n k ,  w e l l ,  t hey  
f i n a l l y  caught  up w i t h  them, o r  what? 

A. No, s i r ,  I w a s n ' t  r e a l l y - - I  w a s  shocked,  s i r ,  o f  
cou r se ,  For '  t h e  f a c t  of--not  t h a t  I know t o o  much about  
C h a r l i e  Company o r  anyth ing ,  I: ' w a s  s u r p r i s e d  a? t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
any th ing  l i k e  t h a t  could b e  h i d  s o  w e l l .  I t  w a s  a massacre ,  
s o  t h a t ' s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  a t .  But o t h e r  t han  
t h a t ,  s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y - - i t  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t ,  you know, a f f e c t  
m e  t o o  much, because ,  a s  I s a y ,  I was s u r p r i s e d  about  t h e  
whole d e a l  r e a l l y ,  because it was something else i n  my op in ion ,  
you know. 

Q- You never  saw any o f  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  any th ing  l i k e  t h i s  going 
on? 

A. . No, s i r ,  n o t  wh i l e  I w a s  , i n  t h e  t a s k  fo rce .  

Q. Your company, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  198 th  o r  any o f  
t h i s  i n  any u n i t ?  

A. NO, s ir .  Not as f a r  a s  any massacre  i s  conc,erned. 
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Q. NO,  I d o n ' t  mean t h e  massacre ,  b u t  I mean abus ing  
p r i s o n e r s  o r  k i c k i n g  v i l l a g e r s  around o r  r ape  and--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  n o t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q Murdering and7-

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s ir .  

Q And o t h e r  t h i n g s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r .  I c a n ' t  e x a c t l y  r e c a l l  
t h a t ,  i f  t h a t  r e a l l y  happened, n o t  i n  A Company. I know f o r  
a f a c t ,  n o t  wh i l e  I was t h e r e .  But a s  f a r  as t h e  198 th ,  t h e y  
had charges  on them one t ime  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  m e  g e t t i n g  t h e r e ,  
and they  conducted a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on them. A s  
f a r  as r ape  cha rges  go, as I s a y s ,  s i r ,  i t 's-- b 
Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  But t h a t  w a s  a r a p e  c a s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I 
m 

Q But I mean you never  heard  o f  any c a s e  t h a t  w a s n ' t  
r e a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and looked i n t o  and brought  o u t ?  You never  
hea rd  about  one where it had been swept under t h e  r u g ,  and no-
body eve r  t a l k e d  about  i t ?  

A .  No, sir.  Not r e a l l y .  

Q - The o f f i c e r  wouldn ' t  h e a r  you, and t h e  men t a l k e d  
about  it o u t  o f  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e i r  mouths t o  each  o t h e r ?  

A. No, sir.  Not r e a l l y .  Maybe I w a s  j u s t  one o f  t h e  
ones  t h a t  d i d n ' t  h e a r  about  it. I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  it, and I 
d i d n ' t  s e e  any th ing  t h a t  happened t h e r e .  

I 

Q- W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  a l l  o f  us would l i k e  t o  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  never  happened. 

A. True,  sir. 

Q But it i s  up t o  us t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  them when t h e y  
do,  l i k e  w e ' r e  supposed t o  do. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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(COL ARMSTRONG b r i e f e d  t h e  witness  on t h e  'opera-
t i o n  of Task Force Barker. ) 

Q. Sergeant  WILLIAMS, I have b r i e f e d  you as  t o  the  
opera t ion  of Task Force Barker dur ing  t h e  per iod  of about 1 2  
March t o  about 30 March 1968. Would you be so kind as  t o  

I expla in  what you remember about the  opera t ion  of your company 
and what you know about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. The main f a c t  t h a t  you brought o u t ,  it 
is  very c l e a r  t o  me, the  p a r t  t h a t  we played i n  t h a t  opera t ion .  
And t h e  f a c t  o f ,  you know, the  personnel and what have you t h a t  
were k i l l e d ,  and it br ings  it back c l e a r  t o  m e ,  because I can 
remember most of t h i s .  I f  you had--if a guy had j u s t  t o l d  m e ,  
we l l ,  expla in  the  opera t ion ,  before  b r i e f i n g  me, it may br ing  

, e v e r y t h i n g  back t o  me l i k e  you s a i d .  I do r e c a l l  al l--every-
th ing  you s a i d ,  it f i t s  i n  p lace ,  and o t h e r  t h a t  no more than 
what you r e a l l y  t o l d  is  what I can remember. But anything 
e l s e ,  and o t h e r  d e t a i l s ,  I c a n ' t  exac t ly  remember. 

!": , 

Q- ' 'we l l ,  mayb$ I can he lp  you. You remember the  names 
of t h e  men t h a t  w e r e  k i l l e d ?  

A. I know one was a buck se rgean t ,  E-5. One t h a t  had 
a grenade tossed  on him, I be l i eve  it was, i f  I r e c a l l  cor-
r e c t l y ,  I can1t r e c a l l  h i s  name, s ir ,  

Q *  GRENHAM? 

Right ,  sir. 

9. He w a s  what, t h e  buck sergeant?  

A. ,,- Yes, sir, he wps .  

SEVIER? 

A, Right ,  sir. 

Q . He w a s  t h e  o t h e r  one? 

A. H e  w a s  t he  o t h e r  one, r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q DO you remembe "x?" 
1' 1 F 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I do. 

, 
(WILLIAMS) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

Q. What happened t o  h i m ?  

A. I believe he got shrapnel ,  if I can r e m e m b e r  cor-
rec t ly ,  I ' m  not,  s u r e .  

If 

Q. W o u n d e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I believe it w a s  h i m .  

Q A n d  rea l ly  h i s  n a m e  i s  F r a n c i s  X .  CRUZ, r i g h t ?  

A. CRUZ? 

Q H a n d s  and legs? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Y o u  r e m e m b e r  DOUGLAS? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. A n d y  DOUGLAS ? 

A. H e  w a s  w o u n d e d ,  too. 

Q Y e s .  LESURE? Y o u  r e m e m b e r  h i m ,  LESURE? 

I .
A. Y e s ,  sir. , 

Q. What happened t o  h i m ,  you k n o w ?  

A. L E S U m ,  I r e m e m b e r  t h e  person,  b u t ' I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  
h o w  he got h i t  o r  w h a t .  

Q. H e  w a s n ' t  evacuated. 

A. NO, he  w a s n ' t ,  s ir.  

Q MCGUIRE? 

A. H i s  n a m e  i s  n o t  f resh  i n  my m i n d .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  S T I L E S ?  J i m m y  S T I L E S ?  I 
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STILES, STILES, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Did you say Douglas COOKE e a r l i e r ,  o r  was it 
DOUGLAS ? 

Q =  Andy DOUGLAS. 

A. Andy DOUGLAS, I know him, w e  had a Douglas COOKE 
t h a t  got  k i l l e d  i n  an opera t ion  along t h e  r i v e r .  He was k i l l e d  
t h e r e  by an 81 mortar round, which h i s  a s s i s t a n t  gunner s tepped 
on, and it blew up. He took it i n  t h e  back 4 o r  5 inches .  
Some of t h e s e  p o i n t s  you brought o u t ,  s i r ,  which made me--re-
f reshed it t o  me. Maybe you can b r i n g  pu t  more, and it w i l l  be  
r e f r e s h i n g  t o  m e .  

Q. The.next--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  What you brought o u t  was--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The next  morning you moved out--you 
moved back a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ,  remember, t h i s  is  t h e  morning of 
t h e  18 th ,  t h i s  i s  a f t e r  t h e  sapper a t t a c k ?  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q - You moved back across  t h e  r i v e r .  EIKENBERRY says  
you moved about  0600 t o  0700 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Right ,  s i r ,  it was, because--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  You l e f t  him back wi th  another  guy I 

who had only s t ayed  with him t o  blow t h r e e  grenades t h a t  were 
s t i l l  l y i n g  around. 

A. Right.  

Q. L e t  me ask you t h i s ,  t h i n k  r e a l  hard about t h i s ,  
what p la toon l e d  o u t  when t h e  company l e d  o u t  t h a t  morning? 

A. I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  3d 
Platoon.  

9 
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Q. Your platoon? 

A. Right,  sir.  

Q. Okay, you were a squad l e a d e r ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  platoon d id  your squad have? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  whether it was l ead  o r  drag  
o r  i n  between. 

Q Okay. 

A. I t h i n k  it was e i t h e r  l ead  o r  drag ,  sir. 

Q. You d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  2d Platoon perhaps l e d  o f f ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  sir. 

Q. After  t a k i n g  those  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  n i g h t  before?  

A. I wouldn't  t h i n k  they would, because of personnel .  

Q. Okay. You remember it wasn ' t  a b i g  hike--a long 
h ike  t h a t  day? 

A.  No, sir. I t  wasn ' t .  

Q You g o t  up on t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  where you had t o  
p u l l  yourse l f  up a h i l l .  You remember leading  now, a s  t h e  
platoon being t h e  l ead ing  platoon? 

A. Not t o o  c l e a r l y ,  sir.  

Q. Did it t a k e  you i n  t o  that-- lead you up on t h a t  
h i l l ?  Now, t h i n k  t h e  next  morning, when you came down o f f  
t h a t  h i l l ,  you went t o  t h e  northwest over p r e t t y  good t r a i l s ,  
you then  crossed  a rice-paddy-type a rea .  Do you have any i d e a  
which platoon l e d  o u t  t h a t  next  morning? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir. 

Q. You t h i n k  it w a s  t h e  3d Platoon? 
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A. No, sir.  I wouldn ' t  r e a l l y  s a y ,  b u t  l i k e  you s a i d ,  
w e  l e d  o f f .  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  l e a d  o f f  t h e  morning a f t e r  t h e  
s appe r  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I would be  more c e r t a i n  t h e r e  t h a n  I 
would any o t h e r  day. Fo r  some r eason  I d o n ' t  know why. 

Q Okay. Who w a s  your  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  a t  t h i s  t ime? , 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  WHITE, I b e l i e v e .  

Q *  WHITE? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  WHITE, I ' m  a lmos t  p o s i t i v e  o f  t h a t .  H e  
w a s  a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q w  F i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

F i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember very o f t e n  hav ing  a chopper f l y i n g  
cover  f o r  you when y o u ' r e  o u t  i n  t h e  wide open spaces  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. They were c a l l e d  Primo b i r d s .  

Q. They w e r e  c a l l e d  what? 

A. Primo b i r d s .  

Q. Primo, what t y p e  w e r e  t h e s e ?  

Both t y p e s ,  2 3 ' s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  are .. 

Right ,  sir,  

S o r t  o f  a g l a s s  bubble  on t h e  f r o n t ?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

Two gunners i n  them and t h e  p i l o t ?  

R igh t ,  sir .  

One guy f l i e s  low, and t h e  o t h e r  one f l i e s  h igh?  
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A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  t o  cover him. 

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Now, do you remember when you moved 
ou t  a c r o s s  t h e  b r idge ,  your having those  choppers f l y i n g  cover 
f o r  you? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I t h i n k  I do. 

Q. They were f l y i n g  cover? 

A. Right,  sir. 

Q Do you remember which t ime of t h e  day it--how long 
it took you t o  g e t  t o  t h e  h i l l ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir .  

Q- W e l l ,  it c o u l d n ' t  have been t o o  long a hike? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  it wasn't--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  you a t e  t h e  noon meal up
the re?  

A. I b e l i e v e  we d i d ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  say ,  s ir .  

Q How d i d  you g e t  your chow i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ?  
Did they  f l y  it i n t o  you, h o t  chow, o r  d id  you c a r r y  it on your 
back? 

A. More o r  less they  would f l y  i n  C ' s  t o  us and drop 
them. Depends on how t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  r e a l l y .  
I f  w e  a r e  on t h e  go w e  d o n ' t  normally ge t  ho t  chow, sir.  

Q - Well, b u t  here. it looks l i k e  you only had a ,  what 
a 2 - m i l e  march? 

A. W e  probably d i d ,  r e a l l y .  

Q You had about an h o u r ' s  march over t o  t h a t  p lace ,  
you l e f t  about 0700  o r  0 8 0 0  i n  t h e  morning maybe? 

A. Do you r e c a l l  whether we laagered t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t  
long? 
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Q Y e s ,  you s tayed  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t .  

A. W e  d id?  

Q. Now, I d o n ' t  know t h e  r o u t e  you took t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  
you may have taken  q u i t e  a roundabout way t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I 
know accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g  your company was i n  a n i g h t  de fens ive  
p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  h i l l  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  18 th  of March, r i g h t  
t h e r e .  

(Witness i s  o r i e n t e d  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1. ) 

So you d o n ' t  r e a l l y  remember whether you g o t  t h e r e  
by noon o r  whether you wandered around t h e  r i c e  paddies  u n t i l  
i n  t h e  a f te rnoon and t h p  go t  i n ?  

II 

A. W e l l ,  I do r e c a l l  now, when had--when w e  set  up 
our  n i g h t  de fens ive  p o s i t i o n  w e  never  go i n  t h e  d a y l i g h t .  
Very seldom. I t  was one of  Captain  R I G G S '  b e l i e f s ,  which was 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  C h a r l i e  s e e s  you going i n  t h e r e ,  he  may f i g u r e  
y o u ' r e  l aage red ,  and s t a y  t h e r e  a long  t i m e ,  he knows when you 
move r e a l l y .  But w e  u s u a l l y  use t h e  n i g h t  system of t a k i n g  a 
l a a g e r ,  a permanent n i g h t  l a a g e r ,  anyway. Where w e  j u s t  l a y  
o u t  maybe 50, maybe 200, maybe 300 meters away from an a r e a  
dur ing  t h e  day. Sometimes maybe 2 o r  3 c l i c k s .  When n i g h t  
breaks  w e  j u s t  move o u t  t o  t h a t  l aage red  a r e a .  

9. Okay, So then ,  t h e  next  morning, t r y  and remember 
t h i s  now, t h e  morning of  t h e  19 th  was q u i t e  a--qui te  a reason-
able-s ized  march t h i s  day. You're going t o  go n o r t h e a s t ,  y o u ' r e  
going t o  go about  a couple of c l i c k s  p a s t  Upt ight?  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about  a 7- t o  8-mile march maybe?
Do you remember who was l e a d i n g  o f f ?  

A.  $.Not r e a l l y ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember choppers overhead? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. The Primos weren ' t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 
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A .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  they  were. But I say again ,  i f  I 
say,  I w i l l  be answering t h a t  ques t ion  without  any remembrance, 
s o  I can no t  r e a l l y  say.  

Q. But you th ink  t h a t  you had choppers t h e  day before?  

A. I do t h i n k  t h a t  we had. 

Q. Let  me ask you, i f  a chopper p i l o t  c a l l e d  up t h e  
company commander on t h e  company's n e t  and chewed--that war-
r a n t  o f f i c e r  chewed o u t  t h a t  c a p t a i n ,  would t h e  people i n  t h e  
company remember t h i s ?  

A .  I do remember hear ing  something about t h a t ,  sir. 
O r  was it t h a t  way o r  t h e  o t h e r  way around? 

Q. Whether t h e  cap ta in  chewed out  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  which way it was, b u t  I 
d id  hear something about t h a t  a f f a i r .  

Q Do you remember any of t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h a t  chewing 
out?  Why it happened? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What it was about? 

A.  Not r e a l l y ,  sir.  

Q. Were you anywhere n e a r .  t h e  p'latoon l e a d e r  and h i s  
rad io?  So t h a t  you might have overheard t h i s ?  

A. N O ,  sir. I wasn ' t .  

Q Where do you t h i n k  you might have heard about t h i s ?  

A. Probably a f t e r  we had go t  back t o . t h e  base camp, 
s ir ,  probably. 

Q. Did t h e  s t o r y  go something l i k e  t h i s ?  That war-
r a n t  o f f i c e r  was chewing o u t  t h e  company commander because--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Seems he ye l l ed  a t  somebody. 
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Q- Shot a Vie t  Cong? 

A. No, sir. Not exac t ly ,  I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y .  

Q- What do you t h i n k  you remember? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember from when we pu l l ed  back i n t o  
D o t t i e ,  s i r ,  I know it was Uptight .  But from who I heard it 
o r  t h e  exac t  d e t a i l s  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

9. Okay. Something about t h i s  p i l o t  s t i c k i n g  h i s  neck 
and h i s  crew's  neck o u t  f o r  about 20 minutes? Does t h a t  qing 
a b e l l ?  

A. No, sir. Not r e a l l y .  

Q. Okay. Try t o  p i c t u r e  t h e  column moving along and 
way up f r o n t  a couple of choppers, one of them low and l e f t .  
It might n o t  be t o  t h e  l e f t  depending upon how t h e  t r a i l  went, 
might be t h e  r i g h t  o r  t h e  l e f t  depending upon where you a r e  
i n  t h e  column b u t  anyways, o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  r o u t e  of 
march of t h e  company, it s t a r t s  c i r c l i n g  r i g h t  down low t o  t h e  
ground. 

A. S i r ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  was near  a v i l l a g e ,  was 
it very nea r  a v i l l a g e  and,--no, i t ' s  no t  he lp ing  me any. 

Q. I b e l i e v e  it was. I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  o u t s i d e  
a v i l l a g e .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. H e  c a l l s  down to t h e  company and he says  I ' v e  got  
a guy cornered o u t  h e r e  come on o u t  and pick him up. 

A. Le t  m e  t h i n k  a minute? 

Q. Okay t e l l  me more about it. 

A. Well, he was--I b e l i e v e  he was kind of hidden, more 
o r  l e s s  from us ,  t h a t  he  had, you know, h e ' s  o u t  i n  t h e  open 
l i k e  I s a i d  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy, t h e  Primo Bird d i d  have him cor-
nered and we was coming up, it wasn ' t  my p la toon,  I ' m  q u i t e  
s u r e  of t h i s .  
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Okay. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  which platoon it was though r e a l l y .  
We went up . to  p ick  t h e  man up. 

Q. And d id  they  pick him up? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  They brought him i n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q. O r  d i d  they  s t i c k  him wi th  a bayonet and then shoot  
him r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy and l eave  him t h e r e ?  And 
t h a t ' s  what made t h e  chopper p i l o t  so  mad. 

A .  I r e c a l l e d  t h a t ,  you know, the--about t h e  man 
being pinned down and what have you. The reason why I asked 
you, s i r ,  t h e  reason I asked you about t h e  v i l l a g e  it brought 
my memory back about t h e  choppers and a l l  and t h e  Primo b i r d s  
f l y i n g  support  f o r  us. But i n  f a c t  what happened t o  him, s i r ,  
I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember see ing  him brought i n  wi th  maybe 
a carbine? 

A. Was he ca r ry ing  a ca rb ine ,  s i r ?  T h a t ' s  what you ' r e  
saying? 

Q. No, do you know? You remember t h e  time t h a t  
EIKENBERRY brought one back wi th  a carbine? That a Primo 
b i r d  had cornered? 

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  he d id .  

Q. This  was n o t  t h e  same one t h e  chopper--this i s  
not  t h e  same one y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  about though i s  i t ?  

A. No s i r ,  n o t  t h e  same one t h a t  was pinned down. 

Q. Do you remember--okay, go ahead. 
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A. I d o n ' t  know whether t h a t  was t h e  one t h a t  he 
picked up o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know, r e a l l y  sir ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was a couple of them t h a t  day. Really I ' m  n o t  t o o  su re  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  one t h a t  he brought back, s i r ,  o r  
whether someone had him, you know, l i k e  I t o l d  you e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  
I s a i d  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was my platoon t h a t  went and picked up. 

Q. EKINBERRY went and picked up one where t h e  Primo 
b i r d  had captured him o r  had cornered him. That guy had a 
ca rb ine  and they brought t h e  man back and you c a r r i e d  him 
with you f o r  days maybe u n t i l  you could g e t  him evacuated? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. This  i s  another  case  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  

A. ~ i f f e r e n tt ime, you say? 

Q - Huh? 


A. The same t ime,  s i r ?  

Q. W e l l  a c t u a l l y  t h e  one EKINBERRY picked up was not  
dur ing  t h i s  opera t ion .  

A .  Oh, I see .  

Q. Yes. Two y e a r s  i s  a long t ime. 

A .  I t  is ,  sir, e s p e c i a l l y  with t h e  mess I went through 
a f t e r  t h a t .  The wors t  p a r t  of it is  going back i n  t h a t  a r e a  
again.  None of those  th ings  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l .  I f  you 
hadn ' t  mentioned anything,  l i k e  I say e a r l i e r  t o  s t i m u l a t e  me 
about BARKER'S t a s k  fo rce ,  t h e  most p a r t  t h a t  I could have 
t o l d  you l i k e  I d i d  was t h e  L Z s  we were a t ,  s i r ,  and maybe 
t h e  date--some of t h e  d a t e s  that--of i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  we had, 
I mean l i k e  b i g  a t t a c k s  t h a t  we had on us--I mean b i g  a t t a c k s  
t h a t  w e  had which was very few and f a r  between r e a l l y ,  because 
every t ime we was always on t h e  defense and they were on t h e  
o f fense  most of t h e  t ime. And when we went t o  a reas  l i k e  t h i s  
t h e  a r e a  f i r e  was more o r  l e s s  preped--preped wi th  our  mortars 
and what have you. Thei r  exper t  way of drawing you i n t o  a 
booby t rapped a r e a ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  i n  t h a t  a rea .  
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Q. You're marching along and o u t s i d e  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
t h i s  is  what happened; a chopper was hovering f o r  a consider-
a b l e  per iod  of t ime,  he a c t u a l l y  saw t h r e e  guys o u t  t h e r e .  
Two of them jumped i n t o  a sp ide rho le  t o  t h e  tunnel', t h i s  
o t h e r  guy he cornered r i g h t  i n  t h e  corner  of a r i c e  paddy, 
r i g h t  along t h e  d ike .  You can remember up t o  t h a t ,  b u t  you 
d o n ' t  know who went o u t  t o  g e t  him? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  exac t ly .  Well, I--it couldn't--seems 
l i k e  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  s ir ,  about t h e  platoon--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well t h a t ' s  what I mean, you d o n ' t  
remember what p la toon it was? 

A. No sir.  And I a - - e a r l i e r  I s a i d  I was almost 
c e r t a i n  it wasn ' t  mine and now I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  be s u r e  of  
t h a t  e i t h e r ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  But you remember people s o r t  of  men-
t i o n i n g  t h i s  l a t e r  when you got  back up t o  Uptight? 0 

A. I heard about t h e  i n c i d e n t  but-- that  t h e  warrant  
6 

o f f i c e r  e i t h e r  way it was, I cou ldn ' t  r e c a l l  e a r l i e r  about 
3 

being chewed o u t ,  t h a t  was it ,  sir. The f a c t  o f ,  you know, B 

maybe t h i s  Cong g e t t i n g  bayonet ted o r  something, I c a n ' t  
even r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q Well t h e  conversat ion went something l i k e  t h i s :  
" I t  w i l l  be  a co ld  day i n  he1.l be fo re  I ever  corner  another  
p r i soner  f o r  you guys. I ' m  up here  f o r  20 minutes exposing 
me, my a i r c r a f t  and .my crew t o  capture  a p r i s o n e r  and when 
you guys g e t  out  he re  t o  pick him up you murder him. What 
happened?" The company commander says,! I d o n ' t  know, I ' l l  
f i n d  out . "  He c a l l s  h i s  platoon t h a t  was leading ,  platoon 
l eader  and says ,  "What happened?" The platoon l eader  says ,  
"I d o n ' t  know, they  found a Cong and they s h o t  him. I ' l l  
f i n d  ou t . "  He t u r n s  t o  t h e  r i f leman,  they can hear  t h i s  over  
t h e  radio .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. He turned  t o  t h e  r i f leman,  he s a i d ,  "What happened 
ou t  t h e r e , "  and they  can hear  t h i s  guy i n  t h e  background say-
ing ,  "Ah, ah, ah, ah,  ah,  ah,"  and they hear  t h e  platoon l e a d e r  
saying,  "You mean you found a grenade i n  h i s  pocket?" The guy 
says ,  "Yeah, I found a grenade i n  h i s  pocket." The platoon 
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l e a d e r s  says- - repor t s  t o  t h e  company commander, " H e  was a 
Cong, t hey  found a grenade i n  h i s  pocket ."  The choppers 
t u r n e d  around and f lew o f f .  So mad h e  c o u l d n ' t  s e e  s t r a i g h t .  
Can you unders tand  why he  would b e  a l i t t l e  b i t  angry? 

A. Y e s  sir,  a l i t t l e .  

COL ARMSTRONG: Thanks a l o t  f o r  coming i n .  There  a r e  a coup le  
o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  remind you o f .  The f i r s t  one i s ,  
w i t h  a l l  of t h i s  in format ion  t h a t  you have now, you may be  go ing  
back home and something may c l i c k ,  it happens,  i t ' s  happened on 
many of  o u r  p rev ious  w i t n e s s e s .  Two y e a r s  w e  know is  a long  
t i m e - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  True,  sir. 

Q. But it might come back and i f  it does ca l l  us. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. G e t  t o  a phone and c a l l  us .  I t  y o u ' r e  back a t  your  
p o s t  g e t  on AUTOVON s o  you can c a l l  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  w i thou t  any 
problem. Should you have any documents, maps, p i c t u r e s  of  t h i s  
area t h a t  might b e  h e l p f u l  t o  us w e l l  p l e a s e  send them t o  us ,  
w e ' l l  reproduce them and send them r i g h t  back t o  you. Con-
c e n t r a t e  on,  t h i n k  about  t h i s ,  and maybe something could c l i c k .  

A.  True,  sir. 

Q- Now t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  which come t o  mind might 
have been ano the r  t h i n g ,  w e  know t h i s  can happen s o  don ' t - -
d o n ' t  convince y o u r s e l f  t h a t  it happened. B e  p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  
whether  it happened o r  n o t ,  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I w i l l .  

Q. You are reminded t h a t  you are n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
w i t h  anyone. 

A.  True,  sir.  

Q. Unless  it i s  i n  an o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by e i t h e r  
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Then you can d i s c u s s  any th ing  t h a t  you d i s c u s s e d  h e r e .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q W e l l  I guess  t h a t ' s  about  it. Thank you very
much. You,have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  any s t a t emen t  you 'd  l i k e  
t o  make? 

A. No, sir.  

COL ARMSTRONG: W e ' l l  recess now. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 4 4 2  hour s ,  1 3  February 
1970. ) 

(WILLIAMS) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ZAMORA, F l o r e n t i n o  SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13  February  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: T h i r d  P l a t o o n ,  A/3/1 
u n t i l  May 1968; 26 th  Engineer  B a t t a l i o n ,  June-December 1968. 

1. THE COMBAT ASSAULT. 

a .  Ac t ions  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

The company s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  i n  a 
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  i n  f r o n t  o f  a r i v e r  (pg. 1 0 ) .  

b .  A c t i o n s  on t h e  1 7 t h .  

On t h e  1 7 t h  t h e y  moved a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  ( p g . 1 1 ) .  
L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e y  were h i t  by a s a p p e r  a t t a c k  and 
GRENHAM and SEVIER were k i l l e d  (pg. 8 ) .  They w e r e  from 
t h e  second p l a t o o n  (pg. 9 ) .  F i v e  o t h e r s  were wounded 
(pg.  9 ) .  

c. Ac t ions  on t h e  1 8 t h .  

They t u r n e d  around on t h e  1 8 t h  and  went  n o r t h  
back a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pgs .  9 ,  11). They moved t o  a h i l l  
(pg.  1 ) .  They r e c e i v e d  some s n i p e r  f i r e  from a v i l l a g e  
(pg.  1 2 ) .  
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d .  Ac t ions  on t h e  19th. 

ZAMORA was unab le  t o  r e c a l l  what  t r a n s p i r e d  on t h e  
1 9 t h  (pg.  1 3 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e l i c o p t e r s  f l y i n g  
p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  them o r  a  gunship  c o r n e r i n g  a  VC who was 
t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  (pg.  1 3 ) .  H e  knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r  b e i n g  k i l l e d  by t h e  t r o o p s  who c la imed t h e  
p r i s o n e r  had a g renade  i n  h i s  p c c k e t  ( p g s .  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  H e  
d i d  n o t  remember t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  chewing o u t  t h e  
company commander abou t  t h i s  (pg .  1 4 ) .  However, t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were peop le  i n  h i s  p l a t o o n  who 
cou ld  have done something l i k e  t h i s .  However, t o  h i s  
knowledge l3e men o f  h i s  p l a t o o n  never  d i d  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s  (pgs .  1 5 ,  1 6 ) .  

2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  ZAMORA d i s c u s s e d  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  D r i l l  
S e r g e a n t  avid E.  LARIMORE o f  F o r t  P o l k ,  ~ o u i s i a n awho 
was a member of  B/4/3 on 16 March 1968 (pg .  4 ) .  

D .  While h e  was i n  Vietnam t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s e e  
p e o p l e  l i n e d  up and s h o t  o r  a n y t h i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  t h i s  
(pg. 5 ) .  H e  knew o f  no r a p e s  w h i l e  h e  was i n  Vietnam 

(pg.  6 ) .  


c .  ZAMORA had a f r i e n d  from C Company, named 
J o e  GRIMES, who never  mentioned a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  unnecessary  
k i l l i n g  o r  r a p e s  by C Company (pg. 7)  . The w i t n e s s  had 
n o t  s e e n  GRIMES s i n c e  l e a v i n g  Vietnam (pg.  2 1 ) .  

d .  When Cap ta in  RIGGS r a n  t h e  company t h e y  changed 
p o s i t i o n  e v e r y  n i g h t  (pg.  1 0 )  . 

e. here was v e r y  l i t t l e  s h o o t i n g  by A Company on 
s e a r c h  m i s s i o n s  (pg .  1 7 ) .  However, g renades  would b e  
thrown i n t o  bunkers  i f  t h e y  were u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  i t s  
s a f e t y  (pg. 1 7 ) . Normally,  v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  t o -
g e t h e r  i n  one  l o c a t i o n  on a  s e a r c h  m i s s i o n  (pg .  1 7 ) .  

f .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  h e a r  any rumors a b o u t  t h e  
1 1 t h  Br igade  w h i l e  w i t h  t h e  26th Engineers  ( p g .  2 2 ) .  
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(.The hear ing  reconvened a t  0848 hours ,  13 February 
1970.) 

COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The following persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ 
COOP. 

The nex t  witness  i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  F lorent ino  ZAMORA, 
J R .  

(SSG ZAMORA, was c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) -

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  organiza t ion  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Florentine ZAMORA, Jr. , S t a f f  Sergeant  E-6 ,  
United S t a t e s  Army, Quar termaster  Corps, Company C ,  Spe-

c i a l  Troops, For t  Polk, Louisiana 71459. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant ZAMORA, have you read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  I have. 

9. Do you understand i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q Do you have any ques t ions  aboutA' i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir, I d o n ' t .  

Q. I ' m  Colonel ARMSTRONG and I have been appointed by
The Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S ta f f  t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You should know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  groups t ak ing  
testimony from d i f f e r e n t  s o l d i e r s .  There have been over  350 
wi tnesses  appear before t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  board. There a r e  c i -
v i l i a n  a t to rneys  who have volunteered t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Secre tary  of  
t h e  Army i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  they a r e  t ak ing  p a r t  i n  t h i s .  
However, with a l l  of t h a t ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  
r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  d i g e s t i n g  a l l  of t h e  tes t imony,  coming up with 
conclusions and recommendations r e s t s  with General PEERS only.  
I ' m  going t o  conduct t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h i d  ques t ioning  of 
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you wi th  t h e  viewpoint of t r y i n g  t o  b r ing  o u t  from you events  t h a t  
took p lace  almost 2 years  ago. I want you t o  know t h a t  we un-
ders tand and a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  you ' re  not  going t o  be a b l e  t o  re-
c a l l  a l l  t h i s  l i k e  it was your w i f e ' s  b i r thday yes te rday ,  o r  
something of t h i s  na tu re .  We understand, s o  I ' m  going t o  ske tch  
out  opera t ions  a s  they occurred dur ing  t h e  t ime pe r iod  t h a t  w e  
want t o  t a l k  about with you, t o  t r y  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory as  
t o  t h e  events  t h a t  occurred ,  t o  b r ing  back as  much a s  we can. 
I w i l l  be l ead ing  you i n  ques t ioning  because of t h i s  problem 
we have of t r y i n g  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. I want you t o  know 
t h a t  we have a tremendous amount of informat ion ,  and we ' r e  merely 
t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  gaps t h a t  we have, even though we p r e t t y  
wel l  know what probably took p lace .  I a p p r e c i a t e  a l s o  t h a t  your 
company was n o t  d i r e c t l y  involved i n  t h e  events  t h a t  took p l a c e  

, a t  t h e  so-ca l led  My Lai i n c i d e n t  i n  March 1968. However, o t h e r  
th ings  have come up t h a t  make us c a l l  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  from A/3/1. 
I t a l k e d  t o  your former f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  a l s o  Sergeant BENGE, Ser-
geant  RAVENCRAFT, and Sergeant  WATANABE. I 've t a l k e d  t o  them 
and you a re  t h e  next  one. I have o t h e r  men t o  t a l k  t o  t h a t  a r e  
on t h e  l i s t .  One of t h e  th ings  I ' m  going t o  ask you t o  do i s  t o  
look over t h e  r o s t e r  of t h e  company and t r y  t o  t e l l  m e  what you 
remember of t h e  assignment of ind iv idua l s .  Now, I apprec ia te  
t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about t h e  ones who were going t o  
be i n  your platoon.  Probably t h e  ones t h a t  you know a s  w e l l  
as  could be expected.  Maybe you know o t h e r s  i n  t h e  company. 
Anything o r  information you can give may be h e l p f u l  t o  us .  I 
want you t o  understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  going t o  be reasonably in-  
formal,  s o  i f  you want t o  open up your b louse ,  s i p  your c o f f e e ,  
d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e .  We're t r y i n g  t o  work t o g e t h e r  t o  g e t  some i n -
formation f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  a s  two s o l d i e r s  working t o g e t h e r  t o  
g e t  the job done. Okay? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

COL ARMSTRONG: .The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0853 hours ,  13 February 

1 970. ) 


(The hea r ing  reconvene-d a t  0943 hours ,  1 3  February 
1970) . 
COL ARMSTRONG: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  
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RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL ARMSTRONG, 
M A J  COOP, and MAJ A P I C I .  

(Major A P I C I  was sworn a s  a member o f  t h e  Peers  
Inqu i ry )  . 

(The wi tness  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  u t i l i z i n g  Ex-
h i b i t  MAP-5. ) 

COL ARMSTRONG: Sergeant  ZAMORA, would you p l e a s e  t e l l  us what 
p o s i t i o n  you h e l d  i n  t h e  company, when you w e r e  i n  t h e  3/1, what 
company you w e r e  i n ,  and t h e  d a t e  you w e r e  i n  i t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I went t o  A Company from Headquarters Company. 
I went t o  A Company on t h e  t r i p ,  when we was i n  t h e  boa t .  They 
switched me over  t o  A Company e f f e c t i v e  11 December. 

Q That  's c l o s e  enough. 

A. And I went up t h e r e  and I r e p o r t e d  t o  3d Platoon 
and I became a squad l e a d e r  i n  t h e  3d Platoon f o r  awhile.  Then 
they  had a squad l e a d e r  t o  come i n  and then  I went t o  team l e a d e r .  
I s t ayed  t h e r e  i n  A Company u n t i l  around t h e  l a s t  of  May, a per -
i o d  of May when I was t r a n s f e r r e d  up t o  t h e  26th Engineer Bat-
t a l i o n  up a t  Chu La i .  

Q How long  were you i n  t h a t  company, w i th  t h e  eng inee r  
company up a t  Chu Lai?  

A. W e l l ,  I was t h e r e  from June up u n t i l  I came back, 
which i s  December 1968. I was f i r s t  i n  De l t a  Company from June 
u n t i l  J u l y  and then  i n  J u l y  I went up t o  Headquarters Company 
and s t a r t e d  working i n  t h e  S4  s e c t i o n ,  because o f  my MOS which 
i s  supply.  

Q I ' l l  g e t  back t o  t h a t  l a t e r .  Would you p l e a s e  t e l l  
us i f  s i n c e  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  o r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became p u b l i c  
knowledge i n  September o r  October o f  1 9 6 9 ,  have you d i scussed  
t h i s  w i th  any members of t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. I have,  s ir .  I was i n  a t r a i n i n g  company t h e r e  a t  
Polk,  B/5/1. I s t a y e d  t h e r e  from March u n t i l  J u l y .  There ' s  a 
man t h e r e ,  a d r i l l  s e r g e a n t ,  David E.  LARIMORE, who was wi th  
B/4/3. We've juggled it around and we've joked about i t  and h e  

-
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keeps t e l l i n g  me w e  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  and I keep a g r e e i n g  wi th  him, 
we weren' t t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  I seen  him yes t e rday  morning. go ing  
towards t h e  bank and I t o l d  him, "Your n e x t . "  We've d i s c u s s e d  
it q u i t e  a b i t  and w e  d i s a g r e e  r e a l l y .  I mean, you know, h e  
keeps  t e l l i n g ,  "No, it a i n ' t  t r u e .  We weren' t t h e r e .  " I d o n ' t  
r e a l l y  remember e x a c t l y  what a l l  took p l a c e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  d o e s n ' t  
mean t h a t  I a g r e e  w i t h  him. He s a i d  we w e r e n ' t ,  w e  w e r e n ' t .  

Q. What company w a s  ' L A R I M O ~i n ?  

Q. When w a s  h e  i n  t h a t  company? 

A. W e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  he was t h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  t i m e  because  
he w a s  i n  t h a t  company i n  H a w a i i .  He went over  w i t h  us and h e  
came back. W e  probably came back t h e  same t i m e ,  b u t  I g o t  back 
1 December and I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t o  Polk u n t i l  7 January .  Of course ,  
I went t o  committee group t h e r e  f o r  a whi le  and t h e n  I s t a y e d  
i n  t h e  committee group u n t i l  March. Then t h e y  sh ipped  m e  o v e r  I 

t o  B Company, 5 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  1st Br igade ,  BCT Br igade ,  and h e  I 

w a s  t h e r e .  H e  w a s  a t t e n d i n g  an academy, d r i l l  s e r g e a n t  academy. . 
Then when we g o t  t o  t a l k i n g  and eve ry th ing  e lse ,  he  was i n  Task 
Force Barker w i t h  m e .  I never  s a w  him o v e r  t h e r e  a t  a l l  d u r i n g  
Hawaii o r  never  see him o r  anyth ing .  But he d i d  t e l l  m e  t h a t  he  
was t h e r e  i n  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e .  'Course l i k e ,  you know, i n  LZ Dot t ie -
I t e l l  you t h e r e  w a s  only one occas ion  when t h e r e  w a s  two e n t i r e  
companies i n  t h e r e  a t  one t i m e .  Usua l ly ,  one company w a s  o u t  
and one w a s  i n  and t h e n  they  swi tched  back and f o r t h .  T h a t ' s  
why I never  had a chance t o  see him o r  anyth ing ;  I never  knew 
him. We've t a l k e d  about  it--

& - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And he  s a i d  t h a t  he  w a s n ' t  t h e r e  o r  t h a t  
h i s  company w a s n ' t  t h e r e  o r  t h a t  your  company w a s n ' t  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  h e  didn 't' s p e c i f y ,  you know. I guess  he  meant 
t h e  company i t s e l f .  H e  d idn ' t come o u t  and s a y ,  "Well,  my com-
pany w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  " H e  j u s t  s a i d  you w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  and I w a s n ' t  
t h e r e ,  s o  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e  what he meant. I f  t h e  companies 
o r  j u s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  themselves .  Cause I don ' t - -

= - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you t h i n k  h e  w a s  warning you. about 
admi t t i ng  you were t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  r e a l l y ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  because when it a l l  
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broke o u t  and s t a r t e d  see ing  it i n  t h e  TV, mostly i n  t h e  TV, 
I d o n ' t  read  too much newspaper, b u t  mostly t h e  TV and I keep 
c l o s e  t a b s  every day on t h e  news, and I c a n ' t  say.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he was t r y i n g  t o  warn me, r e a l l y ,  because you know, he wants t o  
say something, and I want t o  say something e l s e .  We both c a n ' t  
say  t h e  same th ing .  

Q. I t  was more o r  l e s s  a gui l ty- -

A. ( In terpos ing)  Well, more o r  l e s s .  A s  f a r  a s  I d o n ' t  knc 
i f  he was any of t h i s  and I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  I didn 't , as 
t o  they  say t h a t  they l i n e d  up t h e  people and they  j u s t  gunned 
them down. I d i d n ' t  because I w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  
a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Now, l e t  me ask you t h i s .  Have you e v e r  seen any-
t h i n g  l i k e  tha t '  go on? Lining up people and shoot ing  them down? 

A. No, sir ,  I su re  haven ' t .  Never have. 

Q. When t h i s  word was announced and came o u t  on TV what 
w a s  your r e a c t i o n ?  

A. To t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  I d i d n ' t  be l i eve  it, r e a l l y .  
I mean, as f a r  as  saying,  w e l l ,  t h a t  they  l i n e d  up t h e  people and 
s t a r t e d  gunning them down l i k e .  noth ing ,  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. 

Q - Why d i d n ' t  you be l i eve  i t ?  

A.  Maybe because it i s  t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  we ' r e  t h e r e  t o  
do a job and we have t o  do it. 

Q. No, no, I d o n ' t  mean th .a t .  I mean was it such a 
s u r p r i s e  t o  you? Why d i d n ' t  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  happened? 

A. W e l l ,  mainly because I d i d n ' t  s e e  it, r e a l l y .  

Q- Did you ever  see  anything l i k e  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. I h a v e n ' t ,  s i r ,  never. 

Q Did you ever  hear  anybody t a l k  about anything l i k e  
t h a t ;  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  going on? 

A.  No. No, sir. 
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Q. Did you e v e r  know of  any rapes t h a t  went on? 

A .  Well, here--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  No, no, I mean--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Over t h e r e ?  

Q Y e s .  

A. No. 

Your u n i t  o r  o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A.  Not i n  my u n i t ,  s i r .  Nothing l i k e  t h a t ,  nothing 
l i k e  t h a t  e v e r  happened. Whenever, you know, we d i d n ' t  go i n  
t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  a hold o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  and l i k e  raping 
women and k i l l i n g  people and ch i ld ren  and everyth ing .  We d i d n ' t  
do t h a t .  We went i n  t h e r e  and we searched t h e  v i l l a g e  l i k e  we 
were supposed t o .  We had a job t o  do and we d i d  it. And a f t e r  
we were through, then  we went someplace e l s e  o r  maybe camped 
t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  But i f ,  you know, a s  f a r  a s ,  from time 
t o  time we g o t  t o  t a l k  t o  people from o t h e r ,  l i k e  from Char l i e  
Company and from B Company, cause I had--I had a good fr iend--
I had a good f r i e n d  i n  Char l i e  Company. 

t

Q. Who was t h i s ?  

A. Joe  GRIMES. He was from F a l f u r r i a s ,  Texas. 

Q Can you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

A. I have t o  w r i t e  t h a t .  F-A-L-F-U-R-R-I-A-S, 

Q Okay. 

A .  A l l  r i g h t .  Well, I th ink  he caught ma la r i a  a t  f i r s t .  
He was gone and then  they  had t o  t a l k  t o  some of t h e  people i n  
h i s  company cause he was a good f r i e n d  of mine. One guy s a i d ,  
"Well, he  had malar ia ."  Then it came o u t  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have 
malar ia ,  t h a t  he g o t  wounded. He never mentioned anything about 
t h e i r  people and going i n  t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  k i l l i n g  people o r  
rap ing  women o r  none of  t h a t .  

Q Do you know whether he was on t h i s  16 March operat ion? 
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A. He could very w e l l  be ,  because he was t h e r e  a t  D o t t i e  
with us.  T h a t ' s  where I ' d  seen him. 

9- When was he wounded? Do you know? 

A. Oh, l e t  me s e e ,  I d o n ' t  know, maybe i n  March some-
t ime,  you know, r i g h t  before they broke up. On 25 March I went 
up t o  Chu Lai  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  because I had go t t en  h u r t  on an 
opera t ion .  The doctor  gave me a p r o f i l e  s o  they send me up t o  
LZ Dot t i e  f o r  a  while .  Then I went on t o  Duc Pho and I stayed 
i n  Duc Pho u n t i l  25  Apr i l .  I went back t o  t h e  doctor  and he  sus-
pended my p r o f i l e .  That i s  when I s t a r t e d  working t o  g e t  o u t  
of t h e r e ,  because,  s e e ,  my MOS i s  supply and I had t o  f i g h t  f o r  
my C I B ,  because they wouldni t give a  C I B  because I was supply.  
I had t o  go t o  t h e  I G  and I had t o  go s e e  t h e  a d j u t a n t  and I 
gave them a choice ,  e i t h e r  award me a C I B  o r  g e t  me ou t  of t h e  
f i e l d .  And they f i n a l l y  gave me a C I B .  I f i n a l l y  got  out  of 
t h e r e  and went t o  t h i s  engineer  b a t t a l i o n .  But,  as  I say ,  t h a t  
1 heard o r  t h a t  he t a l k e d ,  you know, t h a t  he t a l k e d  about mas- 
s a c r e s  o r  rapes o r  anything, he never d i d ,  n o t  t o  me. 

Q - So a s  f a r  a s  you know-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A s  f a r  as  I know, t h a t  didn '  t happen. I 
mean, i t ' s  no t  s o  f a r  as  t h a t  I can say I know from f a c t  t h a t  
it d i d n ' t  because I d o n ' t .  I j u s t  say t h a t  I never heard 
t h e i r  people from Char l ie  Company t a l k  t o  n ine .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I have o u t l i n e d  t o  you t h e  concept 
of  t h e  opera t ion  i n  Task Force Barker as  of 1 6  March and I or -
i e n t e d  you on PAP-5. Can you r e c a l l  o r  can you t e l l  m e  every-
t h i n g  t h a t  you remember about t h e  events  of 16 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9  March 
a s  they occurred t o  you i n  1968 when you were assigned t o  A/3/1? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I t e l l  you, i n  , the  f i e l d  you hardly  d o n ' t  
keep t r a c k  of what da te  t h i s  i s .  I always l i k e  t o  t h i n k  about 
l i v e  f o r  today. I f  you make it today,  you wake up tomorrow, 
you ' re  good, you got t o  l i v e  from day t o  day. There 's  only one 
p o i n t  t h a t  I know t h a t  was here .  For some reason along one of 
t h e s e  c o a s t s  h e r e ,  we s tayed one n i g h t .  But, I know tha t - - I  
went t o  t h e  doctor  and we had j u s t  got  t o  Uptight.  That was on 
a  Tuesday. We got  t o  Uptight on a  Tuesday morning and I went t o  
t h e  doctor '  Wednesday morning. 

Q. , And t h a t  w a s  the--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  That was i n  March. 

Q - That was i n  March. That was 25  March you went t o  
t h e  doctor?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and I got  my p r o f i l e .  

Q So, on 24 March, t h e  3d Platoon was a t  Uptight? 

A. yes ,  sir.  

Q. Can you th ink  back now a week before  t h a t .  Can 
you t r a c e  what happened t o  you during t h a t  previous week. Now 
t o  give you something t o  o r i e n t  on,  remember t h e  sapper  a t t a c k  
where t h e  2d Platoon l o s t  two men k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded across  
t h e  Diem Diem River? Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Across t h e  Diem Diem River? 

Q I n  t h e  af te rnoon,  I b e l i e v e  it was, you moved ac ross  
t h i s  br idge t o  a blocking p o s i t i o n .  You'd gone i n t o  a n i g h t  
defense p o s i t i o n  i n  he re  and you were h i t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
hours of t h e  18 th .  F i r s t  by what was repor ted  as  a mortar at-
t ack  and then  l a t e r  you discovered t h a t  it was n o t  mortars.  I t  
had a c t u a l l y  been a sapper  a t t a c k .  Does t h i s  b r i n g  anything t o  
your memory? 

A. I t h i n k  when t h e  f i r s t  k i l l  was reported--well ,  l e t  
me s e e ,  t h e  n i g h t  tha t - - the  day t h a t  BRINKLER got  h i t - -

Q *  BRINKLER? 

A .  What i s  t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  name? BRINKLER, WRINKLER. 

Q That I s  TRINKLE. But t h a t  I s  3 weeks before  t h i s .  

A .  That must have been .when GRENHAM g o t  k i l l e d .  One of 
t h e  guys went i n t o  shock t h e r e .  The only r e a l  a t t a c k  t h a t  I 
can r e a l l y  remember was when wz got  h i t  and we l o s t  some men, 
t h e  3d Platoon.  W e  got  h i t  by "Bouncing Bet ty ."  We go t  s tuck  
i n  a graveyard. The choppers c o u l d n ' t  come i n  t o  g ive  us re-
supp ly  a t  a l l .  I th ink  it was one k i l l  and about f i v e  woundedo 
I know f o r  a f a c t  one of them w a s  one of  our  men, from my pla-
toon,  S p e c i a l i s  t WILEY . 
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Q The two k i l l e d  w e r e  GRENHAM and SEVIER. A r e  they  
both  from t h e  2d Platoon? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  s o ,  s ir .  I remember t h e  day GRENHAM g o t  
k i l l e d .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  day I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  Now, 
a l s o  wounded were then  were CRUZ, Franc is  CRUZ, Andy DOUGLAS, 
LESURE, MCGUIRE, James STILES.  These men were a l l  wounded, e i -
t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a t  t h e  same a t t a c k .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  a t t a c k  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about.  Now does t h i s  b r i n g  it 
back t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  I remember I w a s  t a l k i n g  
t o  GRENHAM. I had j u s t  s t a r t e d  t o  make f r i e n d s  wi th  him ' cause  
he  was t h e  type  of guy t h a t  wouldn ' t  t a l k .  He was r e a l  q u i e t ,  
he  h a r d l y  t a l k e d  t o  anybody. I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  make f r i e n d s  
w i t h  him. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h a t  day o r  t h e  fol lowing day 
he got  k i l l e d .  And one of t h e  guys,  one o f h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  
went t o  a seve re  shock. I f o r g e t  what t h e  guy ' s  name was. H e  
went i n t o  s e v e r e  shock 'cause t h a t  w a s  h i s  b e s t  f r i e n d .  

Q You d o n ' t  know what h i s  name was? 

A.  No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  remember what h i s  name was. They 
w e r e  supposedly good buddies and t h i s  guy j u s t  went completely 
o u t  of h i s  mind. He c o u l d n ' t  remember anything.  He c o u l d n ' t  
remember nothing.  The only t h i n g  he could remember was t h a t  
GRENHAM go t  k i l l e d  and t h a t  was j u s t  enough f o r  him. 

Q- You t a l k i n g  about GRENHAM? 

A. Yeah, t h a t ' s  what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about .  

Q. But does t h i s  b r i n g  it back t o  your mind, t h a t  op-
e r a t i o n  we're t a l k i n g  about? Because t h a t  a f t e rnoon  o r  l a t e r  
on t h a t  morning, you tu rned  around and went back up nor th  a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r .  You moved up o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  

A. Yeah, w e  c rossed  t h e  r i v e r  and then  w e  went so  f a r  
up and then  w e  t u rned  r i g h t  around and c rossed  t h e  r i v e r  aga in  
i n  t h e  same p l a c e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  the day be fo re  you c rossed  t h e  r i v e r .  Now, 
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h e r e ' s  what happened. On the 1 7 t h  you were up i n  h e r e  and you 
c ros sed  t h e  r i v e r  h e r e  and came down h e r e .  You were h i t % b yt h e  
a t t a c k  and la te r  t h a t  morning you went back up t h i s  way. 

A. Then w e  d i d n ' t  go t o  LZ Upt igh t?  

Q. No. I n  f a c t ,  I can show you e x a c t l y  where you went. 
A l l  r i g h t ,  you w e r e  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  1 6 t h .  Righ t  
i n  h e r e  t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  17 th .  You were r i g h t  i n  h e r e  on t h e  
n i g h t  of t h e  18 th .  So what you are doing is  coming back a c r o s s  
he re  and going over  t h e r e .  And t h e  n e x t  n i g h t ,  o r  t h e  n e x t  day ,  
t h a t  i s ,  tce day of t h e  1 9 t h ,  you moved a c r o s s  up h e r e  t o  r i g h t  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  So on t h e  1 9 t h  you moved a c r o s s  h e r e ,  came in -
t o  t h i s  a r e a  t h e  nex t  day. I unders tand you moved eve ry  
n i g h t  when Capta in  RIGGS was running t h e  company? 

A. Righ t ,  h e  never  s t a y e d  t h e  same . p l a c e .  Probably 
one of t h e  reasons  why h e ' s  a l i v e  today.  

Q. You moved up i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  maybe it was on ly  a 
c l i c k ,  b u t  he moved every  n i g h t .  Then you went up i n t o  t h i s  
area. You moved back down and around i n  h e r e .  Then your p l a -
toon  went i n t o  Up t igh t ,  and t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company went t o  
D o t t i e .  And t h e  n e x t  morning you went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  see 
t h e  doc? 

A. Y e s .  

Q And your  p l a toon  went t o  D o t t i e ,  you went t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  and t h e  company went back down t o  Duc Pho. So t h a t ' s  
t h e  p l a c e s  t h a t  you went t o  from t h e  1 6 t h  on.  On t h e  16 th  you 
were h e r e ,  t h e  1 7 t h  you were h e r e ,  you went on up i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  
and you came back up. Now does t ha t - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  h e r e ,  r i g h t ?  

Q .  You s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  here--

A. - ' ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Right  i n  f r o n t  of t h i s  r i v e r .  
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Q Then you went ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  
17 th  and ' then t h e  e a r l y  morning hours  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  GRENHAM was 
k i l l e d  wi th  those  o t h e r  men. That day you moved over  t o  h e r e ,  
r i g h t  back ac ross  t h a t  b r i d g e ,  r i g h t  over  t h e r e ,  and t h e  follow-
i n g  day you moved over  t o  he re .  You d i d  t h i s  a l l  by marching? 

A. How can I f o r g e t ,  a l l  t h a t  marching, wow. 

Q. Okay. Does t h a t  b r i n g  t h i s  back t o  you? Can you
remember t h e  e v e n t s .  Now, l e t  me ask you, when you were moving 
on t h e  19th--on the 18 th  you crossed  t h e  r i v e r  aga in ,  went up 
on t h e  h i l l  and s t a y e d  around t h e  h i l l .  The 1 9 t h  you moved up 
around t o  t h e  e a s t  of Upt ight .  During t h a t  march up t o  Up t igh t ,  
o r  p a s t  Up t igh t ,  what was t h e  format ion of t h e  company? Can 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. More than  l i k e l y  it was a squad-column. T h a t ' s  what 
w e  usually--most of t h e  t i m e  t h a t ' s  what we used ,  squad-column. 

Q. B u t  what p la toon  was lead ing?  

A. : I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was t h e  3d Platoon.  I t  had t o  be 
either t h e  1st o r  2d. 

Q Now why would it--where was t h e  3d Platoon i n  t h e  
column? 

A. Half of  t h e  t i m e  they p u t  us i n  t h e  r e a r .  Very 
few t i m e s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Q- Were you e v e r  up f r o n t ?  

A .  Oh, y e s ,  s i r .  W e  was up f r o n t  a few t i m e s .  I 
served  q u i t e  a few t i m e s  a s  t h e  p o i n t  man because I l i k e  t o  
do t h a t .  I had t o  go up f r o n t  going to--we went t o  one v i l -
l a g e  and I was t h e  p o i n t  man and I missed a t u r n ,  I r e m e m -
b e r  that one. But going up t h e r e ,  I couldn 't say who was 
l ead ing .  

Q Would you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  2d Platoon might have 
been l e a d i n g  a f t e r  t h e y ' d  lo s t - -
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, w a i t  a minute.  Might o r  
might n o t ,  b u t  I doubt  it. I t  w a s  more l i k e l y  t h e  1st 
Platoon.  

Q L e t  m e  a s k ,  a f t e r  you 'd  been h i t  and you 
went back a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  and you s t a r t e d  head ing  o f f  
t o  t h e  wes t  t o  t h e  H i l l  108,  I unders tand  t h a t  you may 
have r ece ived  some s n i p e r  f i r e  from ' t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  reason  t h e  3d P la toon  was i n  t h e  rear.  
Does t h i s  sound s e n s i b l e ?  Because t h e  3d P la toon  w a s  
t h e  s t r o n g  p l a toon .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  hardly--wel.l ,  l e t  m e  see--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember s n i p e r  f i r e  
coming a s  you' d - -
A. 
got
f i r e  

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, we wanted t o  cross--we 
o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e  and I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  g e t  s n i p e r  . We h a r d l y  e v e r  l o s t  any men b u t  when we d i d ,  w e  

l o s t  them i n  a whole g r e a t  bunch a t  a t i m e .  I know w e  
l o s t  a--I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  t i m e  t h a t  SUMMERS g o t  h i t .  
Got h i t  by one of our  own people ,  r e a l l y .  One of t h e  
t r a c k s .  The t i m e  w e  went down to--

9. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  n o t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, t h a t  w a s  a n o t h e r ,  I ' m  a f r a i d .  The t i m e  
w e  went down t o  Binh Son. 

Q. Binh Son? 

A. Yeah, Binh Son, o r  Son Binh,  I d o n ' t  know 
what it w a s .  

A. That  w a s  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  3d P la toon  d i d  
l o s e  men. That  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  we had e v e r  
l o s t  men. W e  neve r  l o s t  any men a t  a l l ,  t h e  3d P la toon .  
It w a s  u s u a l l y  1st o r  2d. 

Q. Okay, now l e t ' s  t a l k  about  t h e  day of  t h e  
19 th .  Your going from t h e  h i l l  up passed U p t i g h t ,  t o  
t h e  e a s t  of Up t igh t ,  and ove r  toward t h e  c o a s t .  And 
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you had some choppers f l y i n g ,  h.overing,  13-23 choppers ,  a r e  
f l y i n g  cover  f o r  you,  one f l y i n g  low and one f l y i n g  h igh .  
Now, I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  most of t h e  t i m e  you w e r e  marching 
a c r o s s  t h i s  t y p e  of a r e a  on an o p e r a t i o n  you d i d  have chopper 
cover .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, r e a l l y .  I don'  t r e a l l y  remember 
i f  we d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q- You d o n ' t  remember i n  your  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you
normal ly  had some choppers around i n  t h e  a r e a ?  When you were 
t h e  p o i n t  man, you remember choppers working o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
you and o f f  t o  t h e  f l a n k ?  When you were o u t  t h e r e  on t h e  
f l a t  road i n  t h e  low land?  -

A .  Only when they  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d .  I mean, b u t  nor-
mally I wouldn ' t  t h i n k  s o .  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  was f l y i n g  
w a s  t h a t ,  what do you c a l l  it, a l i t t l e  p l a n e  t h a t  has  t h e  
two e n g i n e s ,  one i n  t h e  f r o n t  and one i n  t h e  rear. 

Q- The 0-2? 

A .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r  f l ew above us o r  
l e f t  o r  r i g h t  of  us .  

Q- A 1 1  r i g h t .  This  day t h e n ,  t h e  day t h a t  I ' m  t a l k -
i n g  ab-, t h e  march t h a t  you were on ,  you d i d  have two chop-
p e r s  f l y i n g  cover  f o r  you. Out i n  f r o n t  t o  t h e  l e f t  f l a n k  a s  
you were moving a long  t h e  low chopper s t a r t e d  go ing  around i n  
circles,  low t o  t h e  ground, and c a l l e d  down t o  t h e  company 
commander t h a t  he had a VC s u s p e c t  co rne red ,  t o  send  somebody 
o u t  f o r  him. Two men went o u t  200 t o  300 meters  t o  t h e  l e f t  
f l a n k  o f  t h e  company. When t h e y  g o t  o u t  t h e r e  one of  them 
s t u c k  a bayonet  i n  t h i s  guy and t h e n  s h o t  him w h i l e  h e  was 
l a y i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  ground. Remember any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. The men went o u t  t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Q Probably from t h e  l e a d i n g  p l a t o o n s .  

A. More t h a n  l i k e l y .  No, sir ,  I c a n ' t .  
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a - A l l  r i g h t .  The chopper p i l o t  w a s  s o  mad he c o u l d n ' t  
s t a n d  it. He go t  on t h e  r a d i o ,  a  warrant o f f i c e r ,  he got  on 
t h e  r ad io  and he chewed t h e  company commander ou t  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  
t e l l i n g  him he had kep t  h i s  chopper t h e r e  a t  a low l e v e l  f o r  
20 minutes r i s k i n g  t h e  chopper and t h e  crew s o  a  p r i s o n e r  could 
be taken ,  t h a t  when t h e  men go t  out  t h e r e  i n s t e a d  of t a k i n g  t h e  
p r i soner  s o  t h e y ' d  g e t  some informat ion ,  t h e  i d i o t  s h o t  t h i s  
VC and t h e r e  would be a  cool  day i n  h e l l  before  he would e v e r  
corner  another  p r i s o n e r  f o r  t h e  company and s o  f o r t h  and s o  on. 
And he wanted t o  know why t h i s  man was s h o t .  Remember anything 
l i k e  t h i s ?  The chopper p i l o t  chewing ou t  t h e  company commander 
over the  radio?  

A. No, s i r ,  because of t h e  f a c t  tha t - - see ,  t h e  p la toon 
camped on-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about maybe t a l k  l a t e r  
on. I know t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  on t h a t  command n e t  bu t  he  was 
on t h e  command n e t ,  yes .  That chopper was on t h e  company 
command n e t ,  because t h e  company commander c a l l e 4 t h e  platoon 
l e a d e r  on t h e  r a d i o ,  excuse me, you were about t o  say something. 

A.  No, because,  l e t ' s  s e e ,  s e e  t h e  company commander 
h e ' s  got  a  r a d i o .  The company commander usua l ly  had two r a d i o s ,  
one f o r  our frequency between p la toons ,  and one f o r  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t .  Now, t h e  chopper p i l o t  could have been on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
n e t  and t h a t  I s  why t h e ,  you know, and t h a t  I s  why we d o n ' t  
hea r  anything on our  own frequency. 

Q- Now, t h e  company commander c a l l e d  t h e  p la toon and 
s a i d ,  "Why d i d  you shoot  t h i s  guy?" And over  t h e  r a d i o  t h e  
crew of t h e  chopper heard t h e  platoon l e a d e r  say ,  "Why d i d  
you shoot  t h i s  VC?" And t h e  man he t a l k e d  t o  s a i d ,  "a-a-a-a," 
and t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  s a i d ,  "Did he have a grenade i n  h i s  
pocket?" The guy s a i d ,  "Yeah, yeah, he had a grenade i n  h i s  
pocket." The platoon l eader  s a i d  over t h e  r a d i o  t o  t h e  
company commander , "The man had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket;  he  
was a VC." D i d  you ever  hear  of anything l i k e  I-hat going 
on? Does t h i s  b r i n g  anythiny a t  a l l  back t o  you? 

A ,  No, s i r ,  b u t  I can say t h i s  much. The man s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  person he  went t o  t r y  t o  capture had a  grenade i n  
h i s  pocket. The only way he could have known t h a t  t h e  man 
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had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket w a s  t o  search  h.im. And ac-
cording t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  way you s t a t e  it, they  j u s t  
went up t h e r e  and j u s t  s tuck  t h e  bayonet i n  t h e  gvy 's  
t h r o a t  o r  what have you and shot  him? So  therefore- -

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Turned around and came back. 

A. And turned  around and came back. So t h e r e f o r e ,  
they d i d n ' t  search  him. They couldn'  t have s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
man had a grenade i n  h i s  pocket even though i f  t h e  man had 
a grenade i n  h i s  pocket ,  you know, they  search  him a f t e r  
they ' d  stuclc t h e  grenade o r  - t h e  bayonet i n  t h e  guy 's 
t h r o a t  it would have been too  l a t e  anyway. Because he had 
t o  search  him i n  o rde r  t o  do any damage, t o  prove t h a t  
t h e  man d i d  have a grenade i n  h i s  pocket.  

Q- And l e t  m e  ask you t h i s ?  Was t h a t  t h e  proper  
way t o  t r e a t  t h e  p r i soner?  

A. I n  my opin ion ,  no, sir.  

Q J&ll,i t ' s  n o t  a ques t ion  of  opinion.  I t ' s  a 
ques t ion  of what you know. 

A. Well, t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  way t o  t r e a t  a p r i s o n e r ,  
pe r iod ,  any p r i s o n e r .  

&. Okay. Now, t h e  chopper p i l o t  knew t h a t  t h e r e  
was no sea rch  made. He knew t h a t  t h i s  was merely an ex-
cuse given over  t h e  r a d i o ,  and what I want t o  know from 
you i s  d i d  you ever  hear  o r  have knowledge of o r  hea r  
rumors of such an event? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  it could have been i n  your 
company? Did you have gu17s i n  your platoon o r  your  com-
pany t h a t  could have done t h i s ?  

A. Well, I ' l l  say t h i s  much. I n  my pla toon we 
d i d  have people t h a t  could do i t ,  yeah. We d i d  have people 
t h a t  could d e f i n i t e l y  do it, but  a s  f a r  a s  doing it, no, 
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they didn '  t do it. Not from my platoon.  Now, t h e r e  were some 
r e a l  t h i r s t y  blood hounds, bu t  a s  f a r  a s  come r i g h t  o u t  and 
and j u s t  s t i c k  a bayonet o r  shoot  some poor Vietnamese down 
without even asking f o r  anything--because t h e  f i r s t  w e  go 
i n ,  l i k e  we go i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  we s t a r t  search-
ing  f o r ,  we s t a r t  searching  t h e  hootches and we s t a r t  
ga ther ing  t h e  people around, and we s t a r t  checking f o r  I D  
cards .  I f  t h e  people,  we d o n ' t  expect them c h i l d r e n ,  
but  i f  t h e  grownups, l e t ' s  say "mama-san" and "papa-san," i f  
they both have I D  ca rds ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  t o  us t h a t ' s  good enough. 
The company commander says  sea rch  t h e  people f o r  I D  cards .  
That s t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  w e  do. We check f o r  I D  cards and 
i f  you got  I D  ca rds ,  good and w e l l .  We j u s t  l eave  them alone. 
I f  they d o n ' t  have I D  c a r e s ,  then  we t a k e  them i n  as  p r i s -
oners ;  o r  i f  w e  suspec t  t h a t  even i f  they do have I D  c a r d s ,  
i f  we suspect  t h a t  they might know something, we t a k e  them 
up t o  t h e  company commander as  p r i s o n e r s .  But a s  f a r  a s  
j u s t  downright k i l l i n g  t h e  people l i k e  noth ing ,  we never  
d i d ,  not  i n  my pla toon.  Now I have no, w e l l ,  I ' m  n o t  
going t o  say about t h e  company because t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
platoons were never a t  t h e  same p lace  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  
They might have, now l i k e  we have two small  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  
a r e  almost t o g e t h e r  and t h e y ' d  s a y ,  "Okay, 3d P l a t  on you 
go i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  and 2d Platoon you go t o  t h  3 o t h e r  
v i l l a g e .  " Now, we don 't know what they ' r e  doing and they  
d o n ' t  know what we ' r e  doing. 

(2- Is t h e r e  a l o t  of shoot ing done i n  t h o s e  
opera t ions ? 

A .  I n  a search  opera t ion  t h e r e  was no shoo t ing  
unless  abso lu te ly  necessary.  When we go i n t o  a v i l l a g e ,  
r e a l l y ,  anybody t h a t ' s  been t h e r e  can probably t e l l  you 
t h a t  during t h e  dayt ine  t h e r e  a r e  no men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
whatsoever. There ' s noth ing  b u t  women and c h i l d r e n .  The 
men a re  nowheres t o  be found? 

Q. Unless t h e y ' r e  o l d  men? 

A. Unless t h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  o l d  men. The young men 
o r  o r  middle-aged men, men t h a t  can probably work, a r e  prob- 
ably working out  somewhere. When it w a s  merely j u s t  sea rch ,  
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t h a t ' s  a l l  w e  d id .  There was no shoot ing  whatsoever. 

Q. What happened on a des t roy  opera t ion?  

A. W e l l ,  it a l l  depends on what t h e  company commander 
wanted t o  do. I mean, it was, i f  t h e  company commander says  
t h e r e  s t h e  v i l l a g e  and throw grenades i n t o  t h e  bunkers j u s t  
i n  case t h e r e ' s  somebody i n  t h e r e  h id ing  o r  something, t h a t ' s  
what w e  d id .  

Q Whether you'd been s h o t  a t  o r  no t?  

A. Roger, because s e e ,  t h e  tunne l s  a r e ,  some of them 
a r e  kind of s h o r t  and some a r e  r e a l  long. Not t o o  many people 
want t o  g e t  i n t o  those  tunne l s .  We only had one man t h a t  was 
handl ing demoli t ion i n  our  platoon and he  volunteered f o r  i t .  
He wasn ' t  even g e t t i n g  pa id  f o r  it. He'd go i n  t h e  tunne l s  
a s  our tunne l  r a t ,  go i n  t h e r e  and check ou t  and then  come ou t .  
Tunnels t h a t  people weren ' t  su re  of o r  anything,  we'd j u s t  
throw a grenade i n  t h e r e  and s e e  what h ~ p p e n e d .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  t unne l s  a r e  one t h i n g  h u t  bunkers a r e  
another .  Right? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You would q u i t e , o f t e n  o r  normally o r  n o t  very o f t e n  
t o s s  grenades i n  t h e  bunkers without  looking f i r s t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h . a t l s  r ight . .
/ / I  

Q- How d i d  you know t h a t  t h e r e  weren ' t  j u s t  c i v i l i a n s  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  because t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  when we went i n ,  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g  w e  d i d  was t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i n  one loca t ion .  
I f  they  were i n  t h e  tunne l s  we'd g e t  them ou t  of t h e  tunne l s .  
Then we'd make s u r e  t h a t  nobody was i n  t h e r e  a s  f a r  as  women 
o r  ch i ld ren .  When we s e n t  a tunne l  r a t  i n  t o  check it ou t .  
I t ts been known, by former t a l k  among our  own people ,  t h a t  
Char l i e  can very e a s i l y  pu t  a poison snake a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  
because when a tunnel  r a t  goes i n  a tunne l  he genera l ly  d o e s n ' t  
look up t o  s e e  i f  anything is  hanging a t  t h e  en t rance  t h e r e .  
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H i s  main concern i s  t o  look i n s i d e  of t h e  t u n n e l  and s e e  i f  

t h e r e ' s  any th ing  a t  t h e  rear of t h e  t u n n e l  o r  any th ing  t h a t  

he can s e e .  H e  d o e s n ' t  loolc up t h e r e  t o  see w h a t ' s  hanging.  

I can count  my t i m e s ,  I went i n t o  t h r e e  t u n n e l s  myself .  But 

I knew about t h i s  hanging r a t t l e  snakes  and what have you, s o  

I j u s t  checked it o u t .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  ' s  anywhere ' s  from sco rp ions  

t o  t a r a n t u l a  and eve ry th ing  i n  t h o s e  t u n n e l s .  But i n  my 

p la toon  we never  massacred anybody, r e a l l y .  Not i n  my p l a toon .  

I c a n ' t  say  any th ing  about  t h e  2d o r  t h e  3d P la toon .  I mean, 

' cause  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  case; 

t h e r e ' s  an i n d i c a t i o n  about  t h e  s h o o t i n g  of  persons .  This  i s  

what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  n a i l  down, because t h i s  i s  a r e p o r t .  What 

I want t o  know i s ,  d i d  anybody i n  t h e  company know about  t h i s ?  

L e t ' s  pu t  it t h i s  way, i f  such a t h i n g  happened you would 

have heard  about  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  because o u r  3d P la toon  merely 4 
s tuck  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  t ime.  . W e  d i d n ' t  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  t h e  1st Q 
o r  2d, maybe some people  b u t  n o t  t o o  many. a 

Q- What about  your  p l a toon  s e r g e a n t ?  You mean t h e  P. 
t h r e e  p l a t o o n  s e r g e a n t s  didn 't g e t  t o g e t h e r ?  -4 

A. W e l l ,  t h ey  go t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e ,  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  

s e r g e a n t  down t h e r e  a t  t h e  CP and t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and t h e  

company commander and what have you. 


Q. Who w a s  your  p l a toon  l e a d e r  du r ing  t h i s  t i m e ?  

D o  you remember? 


A .  W e l l ,  when I g o t  t h e r e  my f i r s t  p l a toon  l e a d e r  w a s  

L i eu t enan t  BOYLE, b u t  he  go t  h i t  and then  came L ieu tenan t  a--


Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  COKER? 

A. No, COKER was 2d P la toon ,  I b e l i e v e .  2d o r  1st. 

No, t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  one. I n  f a c t ,  h e  s e rved  a s  my p r o s e c u t o r  

once. H e  w a s  t h e  XO of t h e  company f o r  a wh i l e .  LUNDEEN. H e  


-was--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  What do you mean your  p rosecu to r?  
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A.  Yes, s i r ,  I was--that 's what he d i d .  

Q. What were you t r i e d  f o r ?  

A. Well, I was t r i e d  i n  August 1 9 6 6 .  They s lapped 
an i n e f f i c i e n c y  charge on me i n  Hawaii. He served  as  my 
prosecutor  and I b e a t  t h e  case.  

Q. Who was your defense counsel? 

A. Captain John AVEKA. 

Q LUNDEEN was what? I n  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A.  I n  t h i s  operation--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Wasn't he t h e  2d Platoon l eader?  

A. No, sir.  He was, LUNDEEN was always XO unless  t h e  
3d Platoon--the only reason he took t h e  3d Platoon is  when we 
l o s t  Lieutenant  BOYLE . 
Q Okay. He may have been your p la toon l e a d e r  on 
t h i s  opera t ion .  

A.  Well, I d o n ' t  remember what month Lieutenant  
BOYLE got  h i t .  

-
Q. Got h i t  before  t h i s ?  

A.  Got h i t  before  t h i s .  A l l  r i g h t ,  s o  he might have 
been t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  of our  p la toon.  

, Q *  Know Lieutenant  WHITE? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Who was he? What d i d  he  do? 

A. He was platoon l eader  for--he was platoon l eader  f o r  
2d  Platoon t h e r e  f o r  awhile. Then he came over  t o  us i n  3d 
Platoon u n t i l  we got  up--well, when -we g o t  up t o  Uptight ,  he 
was our  p la toon l eader .  
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Q. Do you mean a f t e r  this opera t ion  was over .  Tbis 
i s  j u s t  when you went t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

A. Yes, sir. He was our  platoon l e a d e r .  

Q. He was your platoon l eader .  When d i d  you g e t  
him? Can you r e c a l l  t h a t  day o r  t h e  day before  o r  2 days 
before  o r  t h e  week before?  

A. ~ ' r nn o t  s u r e ,  bu t  I t h i n k  we got  him t h e  week 
before .  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q .  Okay. So on t h i s  opera t ion  he might have been 
your platoon l eader?  

A. He could have very wel l  be,  sir.  

Q. Was he j u s t  new i n t o  t h e  company? 

A. He was f a i r l y  new t h e r e .  cs 
c 3  


Q .  Well, when Lieutenant  WHITE f i r s t  came i n  t h e  
company, s e e  i f  you can remember what platoon d i d  he  go t o ?  tcl 

m 
A. When he f i r s t  came i n t o  t h e  company I t h i n k  he 
went t o  t h e  2d Platoon.  But he  could have w e l l  gone t o  3d 
Platoon. 

Q. Now, t h e s e  platoon l eader s  could have been up 
there--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Yeah, t h e  p la toon . l e a d e r s  switched 
around. 

g o  They were? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o ,  I'm n o t  su re .  

Q - You mean you very szldomly had a l i e u t e n a n t  
you could c a l l  your own? 

A. Well ,  j u s t  about.  The only one we could c a l l  our  
own was Lieutenant  BOYLE and he got  h i t  and then  Lieutenant  
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LUNDEEN came i n  f o r  awhile.  Then L ieu tenan t  WHITE came i n  
s o  L ieu tenan t  LUNDEEN went back t o  XO, a l l  t h e  way back 
t o  t h e  r e a r .  

Q Okay. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  make you remember, i n  g r e a t  
d e t a i l ,  what happened 2 y e a r s  ago. I know i t ' s  v e r y ,  very 
d i f f i c u l t ,  bu t  a l l  t h i s  information I ' m  g i v i n g  you i s  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  j a r  your  memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  

MAJ A P I C I :  Have you eve r  s e e  Joe  GRIMES s i n c e  you l e f t  Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r .  I don' t even have h i s  address .  The 
only t h i n g  I got  was t h a t  they  p u t  o u t  an Americal book and 
they  showed t h e  va r ious  u n i t s  under t h e  Americal and t h e r e ' s  
a p i c t u r e  where they  got  t h r e e  people  going ac ross  a r i c e  
paddy and t h e  middle guy, t h e  b i g g e s t  guy, of t h e  t h r e e  i s  
Joe  GRIMES. And t h a t  was i d e n t i f i e d  by one of t h e s e  people  
t h a t  was i n  h i s  company. We was t o g e t h e r  up i n  Chu L a i ,  
up wi th  t h e  26th B a t t a l i o n .  H e  was i n  C / 1 / 2 0  b e f o r e  h e  
went up t o  Chu La i .  H e  was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  My Lai  d e a l  wi th  
t h e  company. 

COL ARMSTRONG: - I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about  l a t e r  on when 
you joined t h e  eng inee r  b a t t a l i o n ,  when you were working i n  
t h e  headquar te rs  nea r  t h e  supply depot o r  maybe when you w e r e  
i n  t h e  engineer  comp.any. Was t h a t  t h e  same company tha t  
had suppor ted  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. What happened t o  t h a t  company? 

A. The company t h a t  was suppor t ing  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
was Char l i e  Company, 26 t h  Engineers .  They w e r e  i n  Duc Pho. 

Q- Did you know any of t h o s e  people? 

A. Truly no. About t h e  only guy t h a t  I knew t h a t  
w a s  a supply s e r g e a n t  t h e r e ,  and I ' d  j u s t  s een  him t h i s  one 
t i m e  t h a t  I went down t h e r e .  I mean I r e a l l y  d i d n '  t know 
him. I j u s t  went t h e r e  because I was looking  f o r  a t e n t .  
I went t o  h i s  supply room, bu t  I d i d n ' t  know any of t h e  
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people  i n  C h a r l i e  Company a t  t h a t  pe r iod .  

9. L e t  m e  ask you t h i s .  While you were i n  t h i s  
b a t t a l i o n ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  company o r  i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s  i n '  t h e  supply b u s i n e s s ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any 
s t o r i e s  about t h e  l l t h  Brigade and how rough t h e y  w e r e  on 
a Vietnamese? S t o r i e s  go a c r o s s  d i v i s i o n ;  you know t h a t ?  
I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i f  you e v e r  heard  of any th ing  where 
t hey  d i d n ' t  do t h i n g s  r i g h t .  Anything unusual  t a k i n g  p l a c e  
down t h e r e ?  

A. Rea l ly ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h o s e  people  up 
t h e r e  found o u t  t o o  much about t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  o n l y  t h e  
people  t h a t  were i n  C h a r l i e  Company down i n  Duc Pho. Be-
cause ,  l i k e ,  I w a s  i n  De l t a  Company and when I f i r s t  g o t  
t h e r e  i n  June they  were up a t  LZ Baldy. I had t o  go a l l  
t h e  way up t h e r e .  There w a s  on ly  one guy t h a t  w a s  w i t h  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade s i n c e  H a w a i i  and he  w a s  i n  supply .  H e  
was up t h e r e ,  and I m e t  him. But whi le  h e  was wi th  t h e  3/1 
he  worked i n  S4. And we never  t a l k e d  anyth ing  about any 
i n c i d e n t  whatsoever  ' c ause  I g o t  t h e r e  one day and t h e  
fo l lowing  day t h i s  o t h e r  guy g o t  up t h e r e .  W e  g o t  t o  
t a l k i n g .  He thought  I w a s  i n  3/1 and I found o u t  t h a t  h e  
was i n  C/1/20 and then  we s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  and a l l  of t h i s .  And I s a i d  w e  went t h e r e  t h r e e  
t i m e s .  But a s  f a r  a s  any conve r sa t ion  as t o  e x a c t l y  
t y i n g  down a c t i v i t i e s  o f  what t hey  d i d  and what w e  d i d ,  
he never  mentioned anyth ing  of  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  of  what 
t hey  d i d  wh i l e  t hey  were i n  t h e r e  t o  m e .  

Q. Did anybody e v e r  t e l l  you, o r  d i d  you know 
it i n  t h e  company, t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  day o f  t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade s i n c e  you 'd  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam? 

A.  No, s ir .  

Q - The b i g g e s t  body count t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had had 
s o  f a r ?  Did you g e t  t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper down i n  t h e  com-
pany? 

A. The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  They might have g o t t e n  it 
down i n  Duc Pho. 

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  b r i g a d e  newspaper. 

(ZAMORA) 22 APP T-360 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  No, s ir ,  n o t  t h e  br igade .  

2. The T r i d e n t ,  d i d  you ever  read The T r i d e n t ,  which 
is  a d a i l y  newspaper? 

A. I t h i n k  I read it once o r  twice ,  because they  
d i d n ' t  send us too  many copies .  Usually t h e y ' d  send you 
about  one copy p e r  f i v e  men. They d i d n ' t  send us many. 
I th ink  most of t h e  copies s tayed l i k e  i n  t h e  C P ,  you know. 
Then t h e r e  was, t h e  copies f o r  t h e  CO, t h e  XO, t h e  f i r s t  
s e r g e a n t ,  and maybe a copy o r  two p e r  p la toon o r  however 
many men you got .  They broke them down one f o r  f i v e  and 
I read it once o r  twice ,  The Tr iden t .  

Q But you never read about what a g r e a t  o u t f i t  
t h i s  Task Force Barker was? * 

A. No, s i r ,  I su re  d i d n ' t .  

Q. Biggest  bunch of h e l l i o n s  i n  t h e  world? 
"Barker 's  Bas tards"  they c a l l e d  them. 

A.  Yes, s i r .  H e  even designed a round patch ' 
f o r  us. I come back t o  t h e  s t a t e s  and I c a n ' t  even wear 
it. 

Q- T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A.  I wore it r i g h t  a f t e r  I g o t  t o  committee group. 
W e  had a Colonel YANTZES t h e r e  and he  saw t h a t  t h i n g  once 
and he t o l d  me, he says t h a t  t h i n g s '  go t  t o  come o f f .  So 
now I got  a  bunch of patches and I c a n ' t  even wear them. 

Q- Do you know Sergeant BENGE? 

A. Sergeant  BENGE , BENGE . 

A. Well, t h e  BENGE I know c a l l e d  himself BENGE. I 
\ t h ink  he had a gold too th .  

a .  A l l  r i g h t ,  Sergeant Clarence BENGE. BENGE, what 
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ever  you want t o  c a l l  him. Do you remember him? H e  was, 
i n  t h e  mortar.  H e  was a weapons NCO. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  h e  had a gold too th .  

Q Did you know t h a t  he went with t h e  command group
q u i t e  a b i t ,  a s  a command s e c u r i t y  element? Got a squad of 
h i s  mortar people t o g e t h e r  and p ro tec ted  t h e  company command 
group. Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - What was your opinion of him as a noncom? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know because he d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  m e ,  
and I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  him. 

Q. p . You mean you d i d n ' t  know each o t h e r ?  

A. Well, you could say we knew each o t h e r  as f a r  
a s  see ing  each o t h e r  around t h e r e ,  but  he s t ayed  i n  h i s  
a r e a ,  and I s t ayed  i n  mine. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  know each o t h e r  we l l .  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we even . sa id  one h e l l o .  

Q- . A l l  r i g h t .  What about NEEDHAM? Do you know him? 

A. NEEDHAM, yes ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q - What do you t h i n k  of him? 

A. W e l l ,  he was a r e a l  n i c e  person. H i m  and I go t  
along very w e l l ,  very w e l l .  W e  ' d t a l k e d  t o  each o t h e r ,  We 
had our laughs and k icks  and everyth ing  e l s e  toge the r .  

Q. Was he a good s o l d i e r ?  

A. He was a good s o l d i e r .  Very good s o l d i e r .  

Q. What about Sergeant  RAVENCRAFT?I want your opinions.  
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A. Well, he  was a p r e t t y  s t r i c t  man. He was what 
. they c a l l e d  t o o  much of a s o l d i e r .  

Q. Was he a good noncom? 

A. He was a tremendous noncom. He was r e a l  s t r i c t .  
He was, you know, what t h e y  c a l l  a r e a l  s o l d i e r .  He was a 
man t h a t  went according t o  t h e  boolc without  dev ia t ions  what-
soever .  

Q. What about Sergeant WATMIABE? 

A. He was a tremendous man. I ' d  never  had another  
p la toon se rgean t  l i k e  him. 

Q Okay, h e  was a f i n e  person. Was he a good noncom? 

A. Yes, s i r .  He was about t h e  b e s t  t h e r e  i s ,  r e a l l y .  
A s  f a r  as  I ' m  concerned. 

Q Good s o l d i e r ,  good noncom, good l e a d e r ,  good 
p la toon s e r g e a n t ,  good--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s ir .  

Q- Whale of a good man. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

a - A s  company commanders go, how was Captain RIGGS? 

A. H e  was l i k e  a c h i l d ,  too .  Well, I d o n ' t  know. I 
guess he was a good company commander. He had h i s  own p o l i c i e s  
and h i s  ways. H e  had h i s  own p o l i c i e s  ; of course he knew me 
from b e f o r e ,  from t h a t  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t .  He and I d i d n ' t  g e t  
along a t  a l l .  And I th ink  when he took command, I th ink  h e  
looked back i n t o  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  happened, and he had it 
i n  f o r  me. Because I even t o l d  t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t  about it. 
The f i r s t  s e rgean t  gave me a few p o i n t e r s .  He always used t o  
t e l l  me, "Well, i f  he was m e  I know what t o  do. It a i n ' t  me s o  I 
won' t  t e l l  you what t o  do." I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  when h e  
got  t h e r e ,  he was, somebody must have gave him my h i s t o r y  o r  
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something, i n  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n .  He got  t o  t h e  company a 
week before  we shipped o u t ,  and I got  t r a n s f e r r e d  dur ing  
t h e  voyage. I went t o  him and he knew everyth ing  about 
me. He knew every i n c i d e n t ,  what 'd  they done t o  me, how 
they done i t ,  and everyth ing  e l s e .  I f e e l  i n  a  way he  
thought ,  he f e l t  kind of so r ry  f o r  m e ,  r e a l l y .  He t r i e d  
t o  h e l p  me as  much as  he could,  bu t  he c o u l d n ' t  go a l l  
the  way. He c o u l d n ' t  go a g a i n s t  t h e  company commander. 
But he t r i e d  t o  he lp  me q u i t e  a  b i t .  He was t h e  one 
t h a t  got  me encouraged as  going t o  t h e  I G  and a l l  t h i s  
good s t u f f .  I t  worked, no t  come r i g h t  o u t  and s a y ,  "Well, 
go r i g h t  t o  t h e  IG," b u t  by t e l l i n g  me t h a t  i f  he was him 
he knew what t o  do. Well, I got  t h e  impression, w e l l ,  
i f  he  was you, h e ' d  go t o  t h e  I G ,  we l l  s o  do I. 

Q. Well, you were an E-5? 

A. And that--and I ' v e  been i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  s o  
f a r  I ' v e  been almost ,  w e l l ,  I ' v e  been i n  10 yea r s .  I ' v e  
got 10 y e a r s  s e r v i c e  and t h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  time I ' v e  e v e r  
a c t u a l l y  gone t o  t h e  I G .  Never had t o  go t o  t h e  I G .  

Q- Okay. 

A. Mainly because I asked t h e  company c l e r k  t o  
type me up a 1049 and he wouldn ' t  do it. I t o l d  t h e  I G  
t h a t  and he got  r e a l  upse t .  He picked up t h e  phone and 
c a l l e d  the a d j u t a n t  and he says he wants t o  s e e  a 1049 
on h i s  desk 2 days a f t e r ,  and he d i d n ' t  want any excuses.  
He r e a l l y  go t  upse t  about t h a t .  I had t o  go because 
nobody would l i s t e n  t o  me. I haven ' t  had t o  go t o  t h e  
I G  any more. 

& - Tha t ' s  why we have I G ' s .  You don 'I:have t o  
apologize f o r  having t o  go t o  an I G .  Tha t ' s  why they  ' r e  
t h e r e .  They're t h e r e  t o  se rve  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r .  
So d o n ' t  eve r  f o r g e t  t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- J u s t  make su re  t h a t  none of  your men a r e  t r e a t e d  
i n  such a fashion  t h a t  they f e e l  they have t o  go t o  t h e  I G  
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about  you. Okay. Se rgean t ,  I a p p r e c i a t e  your  coming i n .  
You've been very  h e l p f u l .  

A .  Thank you, sir.  

Q* Some o f  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  I wanted you haven I t 

been a b l e  t o  t e l l  me abou t ,  b u t  you t o l d  me about  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  
T h i s  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  General  PEERS. H e ' l l  r ead  your  tes t imony and 
it w i l l  be t aken  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I would l i k e  t o  remind 
you aga in  t h a t  your  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  what went on i n  t h i s  room 
w i t h  anyone. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Unless y o u ' r e  c a l l e d  b e f o r e  an o f f i c i a l  body o f  some 
k i n d ,  l i k e  a c o u r t ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  body; o r  even an 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee 
may c a l l  you. W e  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l .  But t hey  may, and 
i f  t h e y  do, any th ing  you s a i d  h e r e  you can t a l k  ove r  t h e r e .  There '  
no q u e s t i o n  about  t h a t .  I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  want you t o  t a l k  
t o  anybody else about  i t ,  and w e  want you t o  be  p a r t i c u l a r y  c a r e f u l  
when you' re around h e r e  t h a t  you don 't t a l k  t o  any o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
about  t h i s  committee. A l l  r i g h t ?  

A.  A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q A s  I s a y  a g a i n ,  thank you ve ry  much f o r  coming i n .  

A. Thank you, sir.  

COL ARMSTRONG: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1058  hours ,  1 3  February 1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BOATMAN, Kenneth W .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 9  J anua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT, 16-19 MARCH 1968: Forward Observer  f o r  

t h e  6/11 A r t i l l e r y ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  B/4/3. 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on 10 August 1967 h e  was 
a s s i g n e d  t o  B/4/3 as t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO from t h e  6/11 
a r t i l l e r y  (pg.  1 5 ) .  On 27 May 1967 he  had been a s s i g n e d  
a s  an FO i n  Hawaii and h e  began working w i t h  B Company 
i n  August (pg.  1 6 ) .  H e  s t a y e d  w i t h  them when t h e y  moved 
t o  Vietnam and l e f t  them on 23 May 1968 when h e  r e t u r n e d  
t o  LZ Bronco t o  t a k e  an FDC c o u r s e  from which h e  went t o  
be  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  a t  a 155-105 composi te  b a t t e r y  a t  
LZ L i z  (pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  was a s s i g n e d  t o  v a r i o u s  b a t t e r i e s  
p r i o r  t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  from Vietnam on 30 November 1968 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  While w i t h  Bravo Company h e  s t a t e d  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  e v e r y  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  made (pg. 3 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
i n  6/11 a r t i l l e r y  h e  w a s  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  
B B a t t e r y  and h e  conducted  classes on t h e  Geneva Convent ions 
(pg. 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  i f  h i s  b a t t e r y  r e c e i v e d  
t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  l e a v i n g  Hawaii conce rn ing  PWs 
o r  noncombatants n o r  cou ld  h e  r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  such 
t r a i n i n g  i n  Vietnam (pg. 4 )  . 
2 .  PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

H e  d idnc t  a-nd t h b a t t a l i o n  level  b r i e f i n g  a t  E k e  Base 
~ o t t i e(pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  a t t e n d  t h e  company b r i e f i n g  g i v e n  
by Cap ta in  MICHLES a t  F i r e  B a s e u p t i g h t  a t  0700 hour s  on 
16 March (pg. 5 ) .  T h i s  b r i e f i n g  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  p l a t o o n  
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l e a d e r s ,  t h e  E-6's and E-7 's ,  t h e  p la toon  s e r g e a n t s l a n d  
h imsel f  (py. 5 ) .  Captain MICHLES exp la ined  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
where 1/20 was going t o  have an LZ and w e r e  B/4 /3  was 
going t o  l and .  MICHLES des igna ted  where t h e  p la toons  
were t o  go and t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  him say ing  "We have 
had a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  down t h e r e "  and t h a t  they  were t o  
"c lean  t h e  p l a c e  o u t "  (pg.  5 ) .  MICHLES a l s o  s t a t e d  they 
w e r e  going t o  " t a k e  c a r e  of  then-,, g e t  r i d  o f  them" (pg. 5 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  they were l e e r y  o f  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  
because of  p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h a t  he f e l t  they  were 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  going i n  b z lean  t h e  p l a c e  o u t  (pg. 6 )  . 
He d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  a r e a  they  were going i n t o  was 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e  o r  n o t  (pg. 6 )  , b u t  he  d i d  know 
t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was under South Vietnamese c o n t r o l  and t h a t  
permiss ion  was necessa ry  t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pg. 7 ) .  There 
was no mention a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  made o f  p r i s o n e r s  and t h e  
wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  k i l l i n g  
people  (pg. 7 ) .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  were d e s c r i b e d  
a s  be ing VC sympathizers  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  they  were t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  noncombatants and i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  They d i d  a n t i c i p a t e  some r e t u r n  f i r e  
(pg. 7)  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  MICHLES say ing  t o  burn t h e  
v i l l a g e s  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  because they had done s o  p r e v i o u s l y  
ne  may have (pg. 7 ) .  There was no mention o f  foods tocks  
made (pg. 8 ) .  The witness s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES t o l d  them t h a t  
BARKER s a i d  t h e  a r e a  was f u l l  o f  VC o r  VC sympathizers  
(pgs.  8,  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  l a t e r  t h a t  he  d i d  h e a r  
MICHLES i n s t r u c t  t h e  people t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s  (pg. 9 )  , 
b u t  he d i d  n o t  s e e  any l i v e s t o c k  being k i l l e d  (pg. 9 ) .  

3. OPERATIONS FROM 16 MARCH THROUGH 19 MARCH. 

a. Landing on 15 March. 

The w i t n e s s  i n d i c a t e d  on E x h i b i t  P-179 t h e  
f l i g h t  p a t h  taken from LZ Uptight  which extended s o u t h e a s t  
and t u r n e d  t o  s o u t h  over  t h e  South China Sea u n t i l  it 
reached an a r e a  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  Co Lay ( 3 )  where 
i t  tu rned  w e s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  Nuy Ngang Mountain 
and then  t u r n e d  n o r t h  t o  a  l and ing  zone which was marked a s  
number #1 (pg. 1 7 ) .  H e  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  b u t  n o t  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  and could n o t  r e c a l l  where h i s  a i r c r a f t  
was i n  t h e  V format ion  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  he was w i t h  
t h e  company commander and t h a t  t h e  doorgunners w e r e  f i r i n g  
(pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f l i g h t  took seven minutes 
and he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  having t o  make a "go around" t h a t  day 
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b .  The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  p r i o r  t o  l a n d i n g .  

The w i t n e s s  t hough t  a  normal f i v e  minu te  p r e p  
was f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  where t h e y  l anded  (pg .  1 2 )  . He d i d  
n o t  know how l o n g  t h e  p r e p  l a s t e d  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  f i v e  
minutes  was normal.  D e l t a  B a t t e r y  a t  LZ U p t i g h t  would 
have p l anned  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  and u s u a l l y  one was f i r e d  
t o  c l e a r  t h e  a r e a  o f  p e o p l e .  H e  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  a p r e p  
was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  because  it was open t e r r a i n  
(pg .  1 3 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  some VT b e i n g  f i r e d  t o  c l e a r  mines  
and booby t r a p s  a f t e r  L i e u t e n a n t  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  ( p g . 1 4 ) .  
T h i s  p r e p ,  f i r e d  a f t e r  t h e y  l anded ,  c o u l d  have been  a d j u s t e d  
by BERTENSTEIN who was t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n  and who had been t r a i n e d  by t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg .  57)  . 
H e  r e c a l l e d  one booby t r a p  go ing  o f f  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  VT 
p r e p  which c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i v e  t o  t e n  rounds (pg.  2 6 ) .  Th i s  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s  marked on E x h i b i t  P-179 a s  number # 4  
(pg.  2 6 ) .  The i n i t i a l  p r e p  would have  been p l anned  by 
t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  and t h e  w i t n e s s  had  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  (pg.  1 7 ) .  

c .  I n i t i a l  movement. 

A t  MICHLES b r i e f i n g  i t  was p l anned  t h a t  t h e  second 
p l a t o o n  would go  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  CP and t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  
would go i n  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  and t h e  f i r s t  p l a t o o n  would 
go a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  (pg .  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a t o o n  was t o  b lock  t h e  r e a r  and t h a t  t h e  whole u n i t  was 
t o  sweep t o  t h e  w 0  and c l o s e  w i t h  it (pg.  1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
was w i t h  t h e  CP group who.he d e s c r i b e d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f ,  C a p t a i n  MICHLES, SP5 SWEENEY, a  medic ,  E-5 HONEYCUTT, 
h i s  r econ  s e r g e a n t ,  and PFC FRENCH, h i s  RTO (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  S e r g e a n t  CONGLETON cou ld  p o s s i b l y  have been  a n  
RTO because  t h e r e  was more t h a n  one t h a t  day (pg.  1 0 ) .  
Normally, t h e  m o r t a r  p l a t o o n  would s t a y  w i t h  t h e  CP group  
b u t  h e  i s  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  s t a y e d  w i t h  him t h a t  day ( p g . 1 1 ) .  
The LZ was c o l d  when t h e y  l a n d e d  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  s e t  up a normal p e r i m e t e r  and w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  second 
l o a d  t o  come (pg.  1 7 ) .  The f i r s t  p l a t o o n  deployed  t o  t h e  
e a s t  o v e r  t h e  b r i d g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  My Khe ( 4 ) . The 
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s t a t e d  t h a t  they  went c l e a r  t o  t h e  end of  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
and he remembered remarking t o  SWEENEY t h a t  it was 
"a  h e l l  of a  way t o  spend S a i n t  P a t ' s  day" (pg. 3 6 ) .  The 
mor ta r  p la toon  d i d  n o t  go w i t h  them a s  they  s t a y e d  behind 
t o  s u p p o r t  them a t  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg.  3 9 ) .  During t h e  t r i p  
sou th  he d i d  n o t  s e e  any bod ies  (pg. 3 9 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember 
t h e  p la toons  r e c e i v i n g  any s n i p e r  f i r e  (pg. 4 0 )  , nor d i d  
he  s e e  any rapes  o c c u r r i n g  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
any i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  were rounded up 
(pg.  4 2 ) .  They encountered  no more than  25 people  a l l  
t n e  way down t o  t h e  end of  t h e  pen insu la  (pg. 4 3 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  when they  reached t h e  end they r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  b u t  he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  where t h i s  was 
l o c a t e d  (pg. 3 6 ) .  On e i t h e r  17 o r  18  March he r e c a l l e d  
t h e  Navy sending a bunch of  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t o  t h e  company 
(pgs .  45, 48) .  

g .  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  u n i t  on 18 March. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  e n t e r i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
s e e i n g  some "scraggy looking k i d s "  and remembered t h a t  
MICHLES t o l d  t h e  men t o  round t h e  people up and they  
c a l l e d  i n  a MEDCAP (pg. 45) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  from 250 t o  
750 people were rounded up by t h e  t h i r d  p l a t o o n  and 
brought  t o  t h e  MEDCAP which came i n  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
and remained f o r  " q u i t e  awhi le"  (pg. 46) . The MEDCAP 
landed on t h e  beach (pg. 46) , and t h a t  t h e r e  were f o u r  
o r  f i v e  people  aboard (pg. 47) . He r e c a l l e d  some ARVN 
s o l d i e r s  be ing  p r e s e n t  b u t  he d i d  n o t  know where they 
came from (pgs .  47, 48) . He d i d  n o t  h e a r  any f i r e  dur ing  
t h e  a f t e rnoon  (pg. 4 9 ) ,  a n d -  he s t a t e d  t h e r e  was a 
p l a t o o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and one t o  t h e  n o r t h  (pg. 49) . The 
MEDCAP depar ted  a t  0400 o r  0430 hours  and t h e  u n i t  went t o  
i t s  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  (pgs .  49, 5 0 ) .  A t  0500 o r  0530 hours  
he s t a t e d  he c a l l e d  i n  a r t i l l e r y  on d e f e n s i v e  t a r g e t s  
which he  marked a s  p o i n t  #10  on E x h i b i t  P-179 (pg. 5 0 ) .  
A women was l a t e r  brought  i n  who was h i t  by one of t h e s e  
a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l s  and she  was dus tedoff  (pgs.  50,  5 1 ) .  He 
s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  L ieu tenan t  WRIGHT,  t h e  
f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  time i n  Del ta  B a t t e r y  a t  
LZ Upt ight  (pg. 51) . This  was r e p o r t e d  over  t h e i r  comrno 
n e t  (pg. 5 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  woman 
was evacuated  it was dark and he went t o  s l e e p  on ly  t o  be 
awakened at  0200 hours  when t h e r e  were incoming mortar  
rounds (pgs .  51, 5 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  they rece ived  20 t o  25 
incoming rounds which k i l l e d  MILUS and wounded s e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  a l l  o f  whom w e r e  dus tedof f  t h a t  n i g h t  from t h e  same 
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s p o t  where t h e  woman had been Cpg. 5 2 ) .  He f i r e d  coun te r  
mor tar  f i r e  a t  one of t h e  d e f e n s i v e  t a r g e t s  i n d i c a t e d  on 
E x h i b i t  P-179 a s  p o i n t  #13,based on a r e p o r t  from t h e  
f i r s t  p la toon  t h a t  they  had seen  f l a s h e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg. 5 2 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h e  rounds were c a l l e d  i n  n o t  f u r t h e r  
than  300 t o  400 meters away (pg.  5 3 ) .  

h .  t A c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  u n i t  on 19 March. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  comany was p icked up 
t h e  fo l lowing morning between 0900 and 1200 hours  (pg. 5 3 ) .  
He b e l i e v e d  they r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  b u t  s t a t e d  it may 
have been t o  IZ Uptight  (pg. 6 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i t  
d i d  n o t  undergo any s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  t h e  type  of  
o p e r a t i o n s  from t h i s  p o i n t  on (pg. 61) . 

i. Reports  of K I A .  

The w i t n e s s  was informed t h a t  t h e  SITREPS 
of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  B Company r e p o r t e d  12 K I A  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  (pg. 5 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  
t h a t  a l l  of  t h o s e  people were r e p o r t e d l y  k i l l e d  by L ieu tenan t  
WILLINGHAM (pg. 5 3 ) .  Although he was g iven a t o t a l  f i g u r e  
of  38 from t h e  SITREP, t h e  w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  29 was t h e  
f i g u r e  t h a t  WILLINGHAM r e c e i v e d  c r e d i t  f o r  (pg. 5 4 ) .  He 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  Captain MICHLES g e t t i n g  a r e q u e s t  from 
h i g h e r  headquar te r s  f o r  a  breakdown o f  women and c h i l d r e n  
nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  WILLINGHAM r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  no women and 
c h i l d r e n  w e r e  i nc luded  i n  h i s  VC body count  (pg. 5 4 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though only  t h r e e  weapons were 
cap tu red  by t h e  f i r s t  p la toon  B Company (pg. 54)  , he  thought  
t h a t  it "seemed odd" t h a t  k i l l i n g  s o  many people  they  d i d  
n o t  g e t  many weapons (pg. 55) . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  because he 
only  saw one body t h e  rext  morning i n  t h a t  a r e a  he  f e l t  t h a t  
he  doubted t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t  (pg. 5 5 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was s u r e  t h a t  each weapon t h a t  was 
found i n  B eompany was r e p o r t e d  (pg.  5 6 ) ,  and he s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  weapons would normally be  tagged and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
would g e t  them back (pg. 55) . 
4 .  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d ' t h a t  Capta in  MICHLES informed 
him t h a t  M E D I N A ' s  company was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  shoo t ing  
c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 6 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  was a l l  he 
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heard  of  it u n t i l  he saw an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  America1 
newspaper i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  General  WESTMORELAND c o n g r a t u l a t e d  
t h e  u n i t s  (pg; 61) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  MICHLES t o l d  him 
t h a t  a  war ran t  o f f i c e r  r e p o r t e d  people be ing k i l l e d  b u t  
t h e r e  was n o t  much t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 6 1 ) .  He 
t h i n k s  t h i s  occur red  on LZ D o t t i e  a few days a f t e r  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  on 22 March (pgs.  61, 6 2 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was a c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  ~ i e u t e n a n t  
WILLINGHAM and he f e l t  t h a t  he may have heard  about  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from him (pgs.  62, 6 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  o f  any f i e l d  g r a & o f f i c e r s  o r  o f f i c e r s  
from h i g h e r  headquar te r s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 6 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  l e c a l l  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 6 3 ) .  He was n o t  
t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  
ny t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  (pg. 66) . He s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
came i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  on t h e  1 9 t h  b e f o r e  they  were 
e x t r a c t e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  say  a n y t h i r g o t h e r  than  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was s u c c e s s f u l  (pg. 71) . He d i d  n o t  s e e  Colonel  HENDERSON 
wi th  Colonel  BARKER (pg. 71) . 
5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  recounted  an i n c i d e n t  which occur red  
a t  LZ Upt ight  i n  which a man named JEFFERS who was s t a t i o n e d  
i n  t h e  base  camp a t  Chu Lai  s e n t  some mar i juana  through 
t h e  f i r s t  p la toon  which was c o n f i s c a t e d  by Capta in  MICHLES 
(pg.  6 6 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  HOOTON o r  TITTLE o r  
NEEDLE was involved i n  t h i s  mari juana i n c i d e n t  (pg. 6 7 ) .  
The c i g a r e t t e s w e r e  s t o l e n  from MEDINA a f t e r  they  were 
c o n f i s c a t e d  and were n o t  found aga in  (pg. 6 7 ) .  MEDINA had 
given TITTLE an A r t i c l e  31 warning on t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  
TITTLE denied i t  (pg. 6 ? ) .  However, t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  t h a t  any members o f  B Company were h igh on mar i juana  
dur ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  nor  was t h e r e  a s e r i o u s  problem w i t h  
it i n  t h e  company (pgs.  67, 6 8 ) .  

b .  Witness s t a t e d  he had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  hea r ing  
t h a t  6 9  VC were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  on 16 March (pg.  6 9 ) .  
He f e l t  t h a t  he would have remembered t h i s  a s  i t  was a h igh  
f i g u r e  (pgs. 69,  70) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  
among t h e  a r t i l l e r y  people on t h i s  p o i n t  (pg. 7 0 ) .  
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Misce l l aneous  Scene l ~ m e r i c a nas HUTTER.~ 58 
l W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  I 

M-20 

America1 Newsheet, 17  ~ a l f ~ h o w nt o  w i t n e s s .  
l ~ i tr e c o s n i z e d  t h e  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

6 9  

!MARSHALL i n  r i g h t  

i n  r e a r  w i t h  h i s  

T r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  t a p e  h i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  

LAUGHMILLER i n  l e f t .  
f r o n t ;  and SGT 
HONEYCUTT i n  f r o n t  
w l t h  a t a t t o o .  

from t h e  TI? Barker  TOC 

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

t h e  i n d i c a t e d  
a c t i v i t y  . 

P-22 

-titled LT 
JOHNSON i n  l e f t  
rear. 

- .  -
wit i a e n t i r l e a  LY 
JOHNSON and h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r .  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

P-147 
t h r u  

59 

M-23 

Misce l l aneous  Scenes 

Annotated a e r i a l  plloto 
o f  t h e  MY Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  

Misce l l aneous  Scene 

W i t  marked t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :  

: RTO . 
W i t  i d e n t i f i e d  CPT 
MICHLES and h i s  

W l t recogn lzeu  
P-147 and P-148. 

i - ~ o rt h e  f l i g h t  I 17  
p a t h .  

- 60 

60 

36,37 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTSS PAGES 

Annotated aer ia l  photo  '2- or t h e  s p o t  w h e d  
P-179 of  t h e  My ~ a i  ( 4 )  LT COCHRAN was 

k i l l e d .  
a r e a .  -

3-The s p o t  where 
f o u r  men were 
wounded. 

4- he s p o t  wnere 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
concentration 
landed .  
5-As t n e  push o f f  
s p o t  f o r  t h e  1st 
p l a t o o n .  

6-The s p o t  where 
t h e  1st p l a t o o n  
moved t o  and re-
p o r t e d  29 VC K I A .  

I 
18 ,25  

25 

26 

a-i26 a 
&-
f )  

26,27 
7-The n i g h t  l a a g e r  
p o s i t i o n .  27 
10-Right  d e f e n s i v e  
t a r g e t s  on 1 8  Mar 50 
11-MEDCAP l o c a t i o n  
on 1 8  March. 45 
12-Locat ion o t  
woman wounded by 
a r t i l l e r y .  

5 1  
1 3 - P o s i t i o n  o t  t h e  
d e f e n s i v e  targets 
a t t e r  t h e  m o r t a r  
a t t a c k s .  521 
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(The hear ing  reconvengd a t  1147 hours ,  19 January 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named 2ersons a r e  p resen t :  COL 
W I L S O N ,  	 MR WALSH, LTC NOLL and Pd1.J THO14AS. 

The f i r s t .  w i tness  i s  Kenneth W, BOATMAN, 

(CPT BOATmI was called as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :1 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number. 

A. Kenneth Wayne BOATMAN, Captain,  	 l o 

RCDR: P l e a s e  s t a t e  ya1.1x branch nf: se,rvi.ce 7ai:inqnr~r3.1l.i 

and duty s t a t i o n .  

P' 
-3 	 A. United S t a t e s  Army, B B a t t e r y ,  1st B a t t a l i o n ,  

68th F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y ,  APO New York 09025 .  
6n 
0.3 COL WILSON: Before w e  proceed with any ques t ions!  I would 
-4 like t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  ma t t e r s ,  

The Peers  Inqui ry  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  A,ny fo r  
t h e  purpose of  determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and re-
commendations concerning t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
1968. 

I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS 
determined it was necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  
a r e a  dur ing  t h e  per iod  of 1 6  t o  1 9  March 1968, And h e ,  there-
f o r e ,  appointed Interview Team C, which i s  t h i s  t e r n ,  tc i n -
t e r r o g a t e  people from B / 4 / 3  o r  attachments and prepare  a com-
p l e t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  u n i t  ope ra t ions ,  

You may expect  General  PEERS o r  o t h e r  members of 
h i s  board t o  come i n  a t  any t ime. 

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under o a t h ,  A 
verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t ape  recording  i s  

1 	 W P  T-184-
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be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t aken  by 
t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

' 

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your t es t imony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  o f  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  board w i l l  f o l l ow a 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence o f  q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  series o f  
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  concerned w i t h  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and 
a f t e r  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Republ ic  of Vietnam. The n e x t  series o f  
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  b e  concerned w i t h  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
combat a s s a u l t .  And t h e  t h i r d  s e r i e s  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  
o p e r a t i o n s  on 1 6 ,  17 ,  18 ,  19 March 1968. The l a s t  series o f  
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  any th ing  r e g a r d i n g  p r i o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  which you may have a knowledge 
of concerning t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  Do you have any 
q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s ?  

rn 
Not y e t ,  s ir .  

Q Capta in  BOATMAN, what w a s  your ass ignment  on 16 b 
March 1968? -+ 
A .  S i r ,  I was a s s igned  as t h e  FO, B/4/3. I w a s  FO 
f o r  t h e  6/11 A r t i l l e r y ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  B/4/3. 

a .  A s  FO from t h e  6/11, which company w e r e  you a s s i g n -
ed t o  i n  t h e  6/11? 

A. I was w i t h  B B a t t e r y .  

Q B Ba t t e ry?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- How long  had you been i n  t h i s  ass ignment?  

S ince  27 May 1967. 

How long had you o p e r a t e d  w i t h  Task Force  Barker?  

A. S ince  i t s  beginn ing .  

Q. And always w i t h  Bravo Company? 

(BOATMAN) 2 APP T-184 
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'A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - How many opera t ions  had you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  with 
Bravo Company? 

A. Every one of  them. I d i d n ' t  m i s s  any. 

Q e  A b i t  on t r a i n i n g  be fo re  you l e f t  Hawaii: d i d  
you g e t  any s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  on handl ing p r i s o n e r s  of war 
o r  c i v i l  noncombatants? 

A. S i r ,  not  from t h e  i n f a n t r y .  We conducted o u r  own 
t r a i n i n g  and w i t h i n  t h e  6 / 1 1  A r t i l l e r y ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q. How about Geneva Convention, d i d  you have anything 
on t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  It ,was requ i red .  , I was t r a i n i n g  

w o f f i c e r  of  B ~ a t t e r ~ ,and w e  d i d  conduct c l a s s e s  on it. 
4 

Q Is it requi red  t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  t a k e  t h i s  
'31 t r a i n i n g  make some sort of n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  records  
YU o r  i n  t h e i r  2 0 1  records?  
CD 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you know where t h i s  e n t r y  is made? 

A.  I n  my form, it would be t h e  dash 66. 

Form 20 on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s o l d i e r ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. A s  a t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r ,  do you r e c a l l  i f  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  t r a i n i n g  had anything concerned wi th  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  
o rde r s?  

A. I d o n ' t  fol low you, sir .  

Q - The b l i n d  acceptance of  o rde r s  t h a t  a r e  considered 
t o  be i l l e g a l ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember anything l i k e  t h a t  e v e r  be ing  
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approached o r  addressed? 

A .  No, sir.  

Q . Was t h e r e  any p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i n i n g  given t o  your 
people r i g h t  be fo re  they l e f t  Hawaii concerning Vietnam and 
concerning those  two s u b j e c t s ,  PW's o r  noncombatants? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t .  I was t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  3 months. A f t e r  t h a t  t h e  XO took charge of it. 
I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q When you a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam, d i d  you go through 
any t r a i n i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Concerning PW's? 

Q Yes. 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q Noncombatants? 

A .  No, sir.  
P. 

Q L e t ' s  g e t  t h e  d a t e s  and t imes of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion  which you apparent ly  r e c a l l ,  because i n  informal  
d i scuss ions  you seem t o  i n d i c a t e  you remember something about 
t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. YesF s ir ,  

Q. We a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  pe r iod  of 1 6  March and a 
few days l a t e r .  Our information i s  t h e r e  was a b r i e f i n g  he ld .  
The b r i e f i n g  was he ld  a t  F i r e  Base Dot t i e .  Did you a t t e n d  t h a t  
b r i e f i n g ?  

A .  No, sir,  I d i d  not .  

Q Is it normal t h a t  you a t t e n d  b r i e f i n g s  concerning 
opera t ions  a t  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l ?  

A .  Depending on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I have a t tended b r i e f -
ings ,  yes ,  s ir .  I d id  n o t  a t t e n d  t h a t  one. 
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Q e  
 Did you a t t e n d  t h e  company b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Tfio gave i t ?  

A. Captain MICHLES . 
Q e  
 Where? 

A .  F i r e  Base Uptight.  

Q. What time? 

A. Around 0700  on t h e  16 th .  I would say it was t h e  
morning be fo re  we l e f t .  The time I cannot r e c a l l .  What I can 
remember him saying ,  i f  I may, i s ,  "We've had a l o t  of t r o u b l e  
down there--a l o t  of t r o u b l e ,  n o t  j u s t  a l i t t l e .  " W e  were 
informed t o  go down t h e r e  and c lean  t h e  damn p lace  o u t .  I 

w wouldn ' t  be quoted on t h e  "damn p l a c e , "  because he d i d n ' t  
93 swear much. He s a i d  t h a t  we were going t o  t ake  c a r e  of them,

g e t  r i d  of them. 
w 
'3.3 And he gave t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h e  morning of  t h ew Q *

opera t ion?  

A, Like I say ,  it seems l i k e  it. E i t h e r  t h a t  o r  t h e  
n i g h t  before .  I d o n ' t  know what t ime it was. 

Q e  
 To whom d i d  he g ive  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A.  To t h e  p la toon l e a d e r s  and myself ,  t h e  E - 6 ' s  and 
E-7's, and p la toon se rgean t s .  

9. How did  he g ive  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  Did he use a  map? 

A. Yes, sir.  He explained t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  where t h e  
1 /20  was going t o  have an LZ and where ~ / 4 / 3  was going t o  
land .  H e  a l s o  designated t h e  1st Platoon t o .  go one way and 
t h e  2d Platoon where t o  go. And t h e  3d Platoon,  I b e l i e v e ,  
was t o  go wi th  us .  

Q - How long d i d  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  take?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  o f f  hand. 
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Q- Were t h e r e  any ques t ions  a t  t h e  end of  the  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I can'  t r e c a l l  t h a t ,  no, sir.  

Q. I want you t o  d e s c r i b e  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your know- 
ledge and i n  a s  much d e t a i l  a s  p o s s i b l e  exac t ly  what h e ' s a i d  
a s  t o  what was t o  be done o r  what he meant by "c lean  t h e  p l a c e  
out .  " 

A .  Well, s i r ,  t h e  reason was we had l o s t  a l o t  of  
c a s u a l t i e s ;  we l o s t  a l o t  of  people.  I n  February w e  had a 
b i g  b a t t l e ,  and we had a t a c t i c a l  withdrawal wi th  t h e  A P C ' s  
i n  t h a t  same a rea .  We knew t h a t  they  were down t h e r e ,  and w e  
a l l ,  t o  be q u i t e  f rank wi th  you, thought t h a t  everybody down 
t h e r e  was VC inc luding  t h e  dogs, chickens,  c a t s ,  and every- 
t h i n g  e l s e ,  because everytime--we encountered nothing b u t  
booby t r a p s  everytime we walked i n  t h e  a r e a .  We were very 
l e e r y  of t h e  a r e a ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  when we were picked t o  go 
near  t h a t  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  which--we were r i g h t  below it, where 
we d i d  make our  CA. But I th ink  everybody was e n t h u s i a s t i c  
about going down t h e r e  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  We were going t o  g e t  
r i d  of i t - - c l ean  t h e  p lace  o u t ,  we were hoping. 

Q. How d id  Captain MICHLES desc r ibe  t h i s  a r e a  of 
opera t ion?  What name d i d  he apply t o  t h i s  a rea?  He s a i d  
you were going down where? 

A .  Operation P i n k v i l l e ,  Now, t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  
whether it was c a l l e d  Operation P i n k v i l l e  o r  no t .  I b e l i e v e  
it was, 

Q. When you used t h e  t e r m  " ~ i n k v i l l e," where do you 
envis ion  t h i s  t o  be? 

A. I t ' s  t h e  one r i g h t  a long t h e  border  on t h e  1:50,000 
map. It was designated i n  pink a s  being a bu i l t -up  a r e a  a t  
one time. 

8- Was t h i s  a l l  you r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  P i n k v i l l e .  

A. ' That a r e a ,  yes ,  sir. Well, t h a t  a rea  surrounding 
it. Not p e r  s e  t h e  l i t t l e  block diagram t h a t  shows on t h e  
map, b u t  t h e  surrounding. Anytime you go below t h a t  r i v e r .  

So anytime you go below t h e  r i v e r ,  what? 

t? 

~ - i  
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A. W e l l ,  t h a t  a rea  we know was .under South Vietnamese 
c o n t r o l ,  and we had t o  have permission t o  go across  t h e  r i v e r ,  
and we g o t  permission t o  go across  t h e  r i v e r  again.  We g o t  
t o  go ac ross  everytime and anytime we wanted t o ,  from what I 
understand. 

Q. This  a rea  t h a t  you landed i n  on your combat 
a s s a u l t ,  your landing zone, d i d  you cons ider  t h a t  a rea  Pink-
v i l l e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because it was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  graveyard 
r i g h t  t h e r e  bes ide  P i n k v i l l e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any mention made dur ing  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  
of p r i s o n e r s ?  What was t o  be done wi th  them o t h e r  than  normal 
procedure? 

A. No, sir.  Captain MICHLES i n  my company d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  i n  k i l l i n g  people; I mean down-right; out-right kilJ.in$:, 
To me, he was a q u i t e  scrupulous man. 

Q. Captain MICHLES you mean? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  any mention about t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  
a r e a  down t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They were VC sympathizers.  

Q- When he s a i d  "c lean  t h e  p lace  o u t , "  was he t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  noncombatant i n h a b i t a n t s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was t a l k i n g  about them, no, 
sir.  We d i d  a n t i c i p a t e  g e t t i n g  some r e t u r n  f i r e .  However, 
when we h i t  t h e  LZ, it was cold.  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether he  s a i d  t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  b u t  I ' d  say he might have. 

Q. What about-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Because we had, we had burned many 
v i l l a g e s  previous ly .  

Q. Where? 
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A .  I n  t h a t  a rea .  I n  f a c t ,  a v i l l a g e  n o r t h  of My Lai  
w e  had burned probably 2 weeks before .  

a- What about food s tocks?  Any mention of food s tocks?  

A.  No, sir. 

Q. What i s  t h e  normal procedure i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  com-
p l e x  concerning food s tocks?  

A. S i r ,  P i n k v i l l e  i s  nothing. There is nothing t h e r e .  
When I w a s  t h e r e  t h e r e  were no i n h a b i t a n t s  whatsoever, no 
animals,  no noncombatants, o r  anything i n  P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  

Q - What about these  o u t e r  a reas?  

A .  The o u t e r  a r e a s ,  yes ,  sir .  That ' s  where t o  me 
t h e  VC sympathizers l i v e d ,  b u t  we d i d  no t  k i l l  t h e  s tock .  

Q There was no mention of t h i s ?  

A. No, sir ,  t h e r e  was not .  

Q . What d i d  you understand t h e  enemy s i t u a t i - o n  t o  
be t h e r e ?  

A. Everything i n  t h a t  a r e a  was VC o r  VC sympathizers.  

Q 0 Who s a i d  t h i s ?  

A. Captain MICHLES, and t h a t  was quoted from Colonel 
BARKER a l s o .  

Q- Did you hear  Colonel BARKER b r i e f ?  

A .  NO, s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  That was a t  LZ Dot t i e . .  

Q How do you know t h a t  was quoted from Colonel 
BARKER? 

A. T h a t ' s  what--in f a c t ,  I can remember Captain MICHLES 
saying  t h a t  was a quote  from Colonel BARKER t o  Captain MICHLES 
who re layed  it t o  us.  

Q- And what was t h a t  quote  again? 
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A .  That everything down t h e r e  was VC o r  VC sympathi-
zers .  

Q. Did Captain MICHLES a t  anytime say anything about 
k i l l i n g  everybody i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s ir .  Captain MICHLES, I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  would say  t h a t .  

Q. Could he have passed t h a t  meaning on i n  h i s  b r i e f -
ing?  

A. I d o n u t  th ink  so ,  s ir .  I was with Captain MICHLES 
24 hours a day, and a f t e r  he g o t  back from the  b r i e f i n g  I ' m  
s u r e  I was with him. 

Q- We have testimony t h a t  Captain MICHLES t o l d  t h e s e  
people t o  burn some of t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. Right ,  I s a i d  t o  burn,  b u t  no t  t o  k i l l  t h e  women. 

Q You d id  hear  him say t o  burn t h e  v i l l a g e s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d id  hea r  him say t h a t .  

Q- And t o  k i l l  t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  We have testimony t o  
tha t - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, I d o n u t  agree with t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q You d i d n ' t  hea r  him say t h a t ?  

I d o n ' t  agree with t h a t .  No, s.ir. 

Q- Did you s e e  any l i v e s t o c k  being k i l l e d ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q. I f  you w i l l  again d e s c r i b e  t h e  opera t ion  b r i e f l y ;
and I ' l l  probably ask you t o  prepar.e a photo d e p i c t i n g  t h e  
t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  t h a t  took p lace  down the re .  
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You s a i d  t h a t  t h e  1st Platoon had a  d e f i n i t e  
mission,  and t h e  2d Platoon had a  mission and t h e  3d Platoon 
s t ayed  wi th  you and t h e  CP group. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q. So, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  company s p l i t  i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
groups? 

A. Well, I ' d  say two. The 2d Platoon was on t h e  
nor th ,  and t h e  CP and t h e  3d Platoon t h i s  way, and t h e  1st 
Platoon went ac ross  t h e  r i v e r .  
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Q-' Across t h e  r i v e r ?  What was t h e i r  mission over  
t h e r e ?  Do ,you know what t h e  1st Platoon was supposed t o  do? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  what t h e i r  mission was. I 
j u s t  know it was t o  go over  t h e r e ,  whether it was t o  s e t  up 
blocking f o r  t h e  r e a r  f o r  us ,  because we did a n t i c i p a t e  a ba t -
t l e .  That i s  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can f i g u r e  o u t  why they went 
over  the re .  I know t h a t  w e  w e r e  supposed t o  sweep toward t h e  
1/20 and t h e  1/20 was suppose t o  c l o s e  i n .  And, i f  I remember, 
I be l i eve  t h e  South Vietnamese w e r e  t o  t h e  south  of us .  Now 
t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. I know there was one opera t ion  where t h a t  
d i d  happen. I d o n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  was t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  
South Vietnamese bad a f o r c e  below us o r  n o t .  

Q Maybe I beit ter g ive  you a l i t t l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  
t h i s  opera t ion  so you can be s u r e  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  a3 

CC3 
same opera t ion ,  rn 

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  a s  t o  t h e  opera t ion  on e 
Exhib i t  MAP-4. ) 111 

Would you d e s c r i b e  t o  me who was normally wi th  
t h e  CP group o r  who was with t h e  CP group t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t  would b e  Captain MICHLES, myself ,  
SP5 SWEENEY, E-5 HONEYCUTT, my recon se rgean t ,  and PFC--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Wait a,minute. SWEENEY was what? 

A , H e  was t h e  medic! sir. 

&. .And t h e  next  one? 

A. Sergeant  HONEYCUTT. He was my recon se rgean t  and 
my RTO, PFC FRENCH. 

Q Okay, 

A .  And I d o n ' t  know i f  he had two o r  t h r e e  R T O ' s  t h a t  
day. Sergeant CONGLETON was one, and he had another  one. 
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I ' m  s u r e  you could t e l l  me more than I could.  I know he had 
another  one. 

Q= Before you l eave ,  I ' m  going t o  ask Major THOMAS 
t o  g ive  you a l i s t  of t h e  company and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  CP group 
and s e e  i f  you can f i l l  o u t  t h a t  f o r m  t h e r e  a s  t o  who was w h o .  
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A .  I know those  people were with us. 

Q - NOW, what was normally t h e  d i s p o s i t i o r  of t h e  
mortar  p la toon  on a combat a s s a u l t  l i k e  t h i s ?  

A ,  To s t a y  with the CP group. 

Q To s t a y  wi th  t h e  CP group? 

A.  Y e s p  sir. 

Q - With one mortar?' 

A. Yes, sir. However, on t h i s  opera t ion  I'm s u r e  
they d i d n ' t  have a mortar.  And i f  they d i d ,  they d i d n ' t  have 
a mortar p la toon l e a d e r ,  because he was t h e  one t h a t  was 
k i l l e d ,  Lieutenant  COCHRAN. He had subbed as  t h e  2d Platoon 
l e a d e r  when he was k i l l e d .  They d i d n Pt have a mortar pla-
toon l e a d e r  t h a t  day. Lieutei laat  COCHLAN was mortar pla--
toon l eader .  

Q A r e  you s u r e  of t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, sir. I am p o s i t i v e  of t h a t .  

Q A r e  you t e l l i n g  me t h a t  Lieutenant  COCKRAN went 
i n t o  t h i s  opera t ion  as  t h e  mortar p la toon l eader?  

A.  No, sir .  He went i n  a s  t h e  2d Platoon l e a d e r ,  be-
cause I b e l i e v e  ROSS was wounded a couple of weeks p r i o r ,  

Q - Is t h e r e  any reason why t h e  p la toon se rgean t  
c o u l d n ' t  t ake  t h a t ?  

A. Yes, he d id .  I t h i n k  he was an E-6. I c a n ' t  t h ink  
of h i s  name r i g h t  now. 

Q VANN? 

A. Right ,  s ir ,  VANN. I would say they probably d i d  
have t h e  81 mi l l ime te r  wi th  them. I n  f a c t ,  I am s u r e  they d i d  
now. 

Q - I would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  wi th  you, I am n o t  
q u i t e  s u r e .  What i s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of f l i g h t  from Uptight 
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when you go i n t o  a combat a s s a u l t  l i k e  t h i s  and when t h e r e  i s  
going t o  be a prep by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  I know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  we came from Upt ight ,  and w e  
swung t o  t h e  south  and came i n  from t h e  south.  

Q 'Did you go up t o  t h e  peninsula  and go over  t h e  sea?  

A. Yes, sir.  We came down t h i s  way here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on Exhibi t  MAP-4) . 
Q You a r e  po in t ing  t o  a rou te  going e a s t  over t h e  
South China Sea and south t o  745770. 

What was t h e  reason of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f l i g h t  plan? 

A. Well, I presume f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t o  come i n .  

Q. What i s  your e s t ima te  a s  t o  t h e  time involved,  CQ 
from t h e  time you took o f f  u n t i l  t h e  time you landed? *;rr 

US 
A .  Seven minutes a t  t h e  most, maybe no t  t h a t  long. 

h 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  t h a t  day having t o  make a go-around? 
pd 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

MR WALSH: Do you r e c a l l  where t h e  prep was t o  be f i r e d  and 
what kind it was? 

A. I presume it was a normal 5-minute prep i n  t h e  
a r e a  where we lit. However, I cannot see  any reason f o r  it, 
because t h e r e  i s  nothing the re .  But I do remember t h e r e  were 
some a r t i l l e r y  rounds f i r e d  i n t o  t h e  a rea .  Whether it was 5 
minutes o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I have no concept i n  how long 
it was. I f  they d i d  f i r e  5 minutes which is  normal procedure 
o r  maybe they did--if  they d i d  go around I d o n ' t  remember 
making a pass ,  b u t  i f  we d i d  then  the  a r t i l l e r y  was l a t e  o r  
w e  d i d n ' t  have one. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A.  NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q That i s  a l l  t h a t  I have. 
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LTC NOLL: 	 Who would have planned t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. 	 ~ / 6 / 1 1  A r t i l l e r y  w i t h  f o u r  guns. 

Q. 	 A t  u p t i g h t ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. I believe they had four guns up t h e r e .  

COL WILSON: You mentioned something I wanted t o  c l a r i f y  i n  
my mind. There would be no reason  f o r  t h e  prep  s i n c e  t h e r e  
was noth ing  t h e r e .  

A. 	 I t  was ba re .  

Q - You mean by t h a t - t h a t  t h e  t e r r a i n  i t se l f  was open
t e r r a i n ?  

A. 	 Right ,  t h e  f i e l d  w e  landed i n  was open. 

Q *  What would be  t h e  normal requirement  f o r  an a r t i l -
l e r y  prep  f o r  a combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. To g e t  t h e  people o u t  o f  t h e  a r e a ;  t h a t  would be  
t h e  reason  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I t  was t o  g e t  t h e  people o u t  of  t h e  
a r e a .  

Q - What would be t h e  normal r e a c t i o n  of t h e  people 
i n  t h e  a r e a  once t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  f i r e d ?  

A. Most of  them would s c a t t e r .  I ' m  n o t  saying--be-
cause  we've been i n  an a r e a  where they j u s t  went underground 
and came back up a f t e r  w e  l e f t .  

Q. Had you eve r  heard  t h a t  one reason f o r  f i r i n g  a r -  
t i l l e r y  was t o  p o s s i b l y  a c t i v a t e  mines and booby t r a p s ?  

A. 	 I t  does do t h a t .  

Is it e f f e c t i v e ?  

A. 	 Not e f f e c t i v e  a t  a l l .  Not i n  my mind. Not a t  a l l .  

Q. Do you know what, as f a r  a s  procedure,  a l though I 
t a k e  it you d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  t h i s  t o o  much, whether an 
a r t i l l e r y  p rep  was planned t h e  day  before--whether t h a t  would 
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be f i r e d  o r  cancel led  depending on whether t h e  landing  z o n e .  
was h o t  o r  cold? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I do r e c a l l  
f i r i n g  some VT. Now, t h a t  i s  more e f f e c t i v e  t o  c l e a r  mines 
and booby t r a p s .  Af te r  Lieutenant  COCHRAN w a s  k i l l e d ,  I do 
remember t h a t .  I c a l l e d  t h a t  i n  myself. 

Q. You mean you had an a r t i l l e r y  concen t ra t ion  come 
i n  a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. W e  want t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  i n  a few minutes i n  a l i t t l e  
more d e t a i l .  Do you r e c a l l  a s  you approached on your low-level 
approach t o  the landing  zone, were your doorgunners f i r i n g ?  

A. They f i r e d  every t ime we went i n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  whether you w e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
or  t h e  second l i f t ?  ur 
A.  I was always on t h e  f i rs t  l i f t .  

Q. Did you go wi th  t h e  company commander? CP 
m 

A .  N o t  always. I ' d  say on t h i s  one I d i d ,  yes ,  sir. 
On t h i s  one I d id .  I always, myself ,  went on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  
because if t h e r e  was something t h a t  would happen I would be 
t h e r e  t o  c a l l  i n  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q And you say  t h e  doorgunners were f i r i n g ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q You would have been i n  t h e  l ead  a i r c r a f t ?  

A.  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  l ead  a i r c r a f t .  No, sir ,  I 
wouldn't  say t h a t .  I was i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  
l ead  a i r c r a f t .  

8 Do you remember what your a i r c r a f t  p o s i t i o n  was 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a vee? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I cannot remember. I w a s  i n  on so  many 
of them t h a t  one d i d n ' t  mean too  much r i g h t  then.  
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Q- When you l e f t  the a i r c r a f t ,  w a s  anybody f i r i n g ?  

A. I d i s t i n c t l y  remembered a cold  LZ,  because I know 
w e  c a l l e d  back a co ld  LZ, 

Q - Was anyone f i r i n g  a s  they  l e f t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, sir.  

Q - What about gunships? Did you s e e  any gunships when 
you made t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A.  There a r e  always- gullships c i r c l i n g  wi th  t h e  Huey I s  

*&emse l v e s  . 
Q- Did you s e e  any gunship ac t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  our  a rea .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  
They s h o t  a couple of rocke t s  going i n  b u t  a f t e r  we were i n . .  . . 

i--' 
63 	 Q. You s a i d  n o t  i n  your a rea .  Did you s e e  any gun- 

s h i p  a c t i o n  i n  any o t h e r  a rea?  

sir. 

MR WALSH: I j u s t  have one th ing .  You mentioned 27 May 1967 
as t h e  d a t e  you joined. How long were you with t h e  o u t f i t ?  

A. With B/4/3? 


Q- Y e s .  


A. I went wi th  Captain MICHLES t o  ~ o l o k a i  for--I  c a n ' t  
remember t h e  name of it'now, I ' m  s u r e  you do. We had beach 
landing  on Molokai. 

Q • This  i s  be fo re  you l e f t  Hawaii? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  And I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  when t h a t  was. I 
b e l i e v e  it was August 10th  when I was a c t u a l l y  assigned wi th  
B/4/3. And when I went t o  Vietnam I wanted t o  go wi th  Captain 
MICHLES. I w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  FO,  and I was supposed t o  go wi th  A 
Company, b u t  I went wi th  Captain MICHLES. That i s  how I g o t  
to go w i t h  them. W e  had t h i s  opera t ion  on t h i s  beach landing ,  
and t h a t  i s  when I g o t  wi th  Captain MICHLES. I s t ayed  wi th  
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him u n t i l  I g o t  o u t ,  which was about  a  yea r  l a t e r .  

Q Now, what was t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  d a t e  27 May 
1967? 

A. That i s  t h e  day I was assigned a s  an FO i n  Hawaii. 

Q- Sometime i n  August you s t a r t e d  working f o r  B 
Company? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q And you s t ayed  wi th  him when they  moved t o  Vietnam? 

A.  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q And you s t ayed  with them how mucH longer  a f t e r  'a
t h a t ?  When d id  you l eave  them? +3( 

Lea 
A. 2 3  May, I b e l i e v e .  

b 
Q 1968? W 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. Where d i d  you go a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A .  I went back t o  LZ Bronco t o  t ake  an FDC course ,  
and I g o t  about halfway through, which was j u s t  a week, and they  
s e n t  me t o  be XO a t  a 155-105 composite b a t t e r y  a t  LZ L iz .  I 
s tayed t h e r e  f o r  about  a month, and then I took two 105 ' s  t o  
LZ Dragon. From t h e r e  I went t o  t h e  f i e l d  with some APC's Eor 
my two 1 0 5 ' s  t o  suppor t  ope ra t ion ,  and I was more o r  l e s s  
"h ip  shoot ing" wi th  my 105 ' s .  I d id  t h a t  f o r  about  a month 
and then  t h a t  t h i n g  broke up. Then I went a s  XO f o r  Char l i e  
Company, c o r r e c t i o n ,  Char l i e  Ba t t e ry  of 6 /11;  they were a t  LZ 
Center suppor t ing  t h e  196th.  I was t h e r e  f o r  about a month ,. 
and I caught malar ia  so  I went t o  Cam Ranh Bay f o r  a month, 
and then  went back and f i n i s h e d  my t o u r  a s  AXO, a s s i s t a n t  
execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  and FDO back on LZ Dragon f o r  2 months. 

Q When d i d  you l eave  Vietnam? 

A. November 30, 1968. 
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LTC NOLL: Going back t o  t h e  prep,  would it have been t h e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ' s  job t o  p lan  t h e  prep on the  LZ? 

A. Most a f f i r m a t i v e .  I had nothing whatsoever t o  do 
wi th  any preps un less  I was t h e  liaison o f f i c e r  myseif ,  bu t  
I never--in f a c t  I d i d n ' t  even need t o  know they had a r t i l -  
l e r y  a t  t imes ,  b u t  95 pe rcen t  of t h e  time we d i d  g e t  a prep. 

COL WILSON: I ' m  going t o  g e t  a l a r g e  a e r i a l  photograph and 
we a r e  going t o  work on t r y i n g  t o  d e p i c t  a s  b e s t  you can re-
c a l l  what happened on 16 ,  17, 18 ,  19 March 1968. Af te r  we 
have completed t h a t ,  I am going t o  ask you t o  desc r ibe  it f o r  
testimony . 
A. Yes, s ir .  

(The wi tness  annotated an a e r i a l  photograph, Ex-
h i b i t  P-168.) 

COL WILSON: Captain BOATMAN,, you have annotated an e x h i b i t  
which I w i l l  i n t roduce  a t  t h i s  time as  Exh ib i t  P-179. And I 
w i l l ,  be fo re  w e  complete t h i s ,  ask you t o  s i g n  it as  pre-
pared by memory. 

~ h &items o r  t h e  events  on t h e  e x h i b i t  a r e  num- 
bered ,  and I w i l l  c a l l  o f f  t h e  number i n  which case I would 
l i k e  f o r  you t o  desc r ibe  a s  b e s t  you can what happened a t  this 
p o i n t .  

To l e a d  i n t o  t h i s ,  Captain BOATMAN has shown a 
f l i g h t  pa th  from LZ Uptight  extending sou theas t  and tu rn ing  
due south  over  t h e  South China Sea u n t i l  i t  reached an a r e a  
i n  t h e  genera l  v i c i n i t y  of Co Lay ( 3 )  where it t u r n s  west and 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Nui Ngang Mountain t u r n s  due nor th  t o  a 
landing  zone a t  what i s  annotated a s  number 1. 

W i l l  you desc r ibe  what happened a t  t h e  landing 
zone? t 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  which s h i p  I was on when we landed. 
I was on t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  and t h e r e  was a co ld  LZ a t  t h i s  t ime.  
We. g o t  o f f  and made our  normal per imeter  a s  we always d i d  
wa i t ing  f o r  t h e  second load  t o  come i n .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  
1st Platoon had deployed t o  t h e  e a s t  over  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
My Khe ( 4 )  ac ross  t h e  br idge .  2d Pla toon and 3d Platoon and 
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CP and mortar platoon deployed n o r t h ,  t h e  2d Platoon going 
s t r a i g h t  nor th ,  t h e  CP going by t h e  ga te  e n t e r i n g  P i n k v i l l e  
and going t o  the  northwest where we stopped t o  regroup. A t  
t h a t  time t h e  2d Platoon was bunched up and Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
had deployed over t o  a s s i s t  t o  spread t h e  p la toon o u t  when 
he--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h e  next  i t e m  i n d i c a t e d  
is  number 2 .  What happened a t  number 2? 

A. Number 2 i s  where Lieutenant  COCHRAN p u t  h i s  corn-
pass on a bush o r  a ledge of a d i t c h  and apparent ly  t r i g g e r e d  
a booby t r a p ,  and he w a s ' h i t  w i th  ex tens ive  damages. A t  t h a t  
t i m e - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What happened t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  
Was Lieutenant  COCHRAN k i l l e d ?  

A. Not i n s t a n t l y .  This was repor ted  from Spec 5 
SWEENEY and Sergeant  HONEYCUTT who immediately r an  over  t o  oQ
a s s i s t .  W 

i.43 
Q- You descr ibed  t h i s  a s  a booby t r a p ?  

.b 
A .  Yes, s ir .  P 4  

Q Where was t h e  booby t r a p ,  on t h e  ground? 

A .  Yes, sir .  

Q How do you th ink  it was detonated? Do you t h i n k  
it was command detonated? 

A ,. No; sir: 

Q- Were any o t h e r  people wounded with Lieutenant  
COCHRAN? 

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  He was t h e  only one t h a t  
was h i t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A. Y e s c  sir.  

Q- What was t h e  pe r iod  of time between h i s  wound and 
t h e  d u s t o f f ?  
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A.  I ' d  say approximately 15 minutes. 

Q. What i s  your e s t ima te  a s  t o  t h e  time of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A ,  Approximately 4 5  minutes a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  landing  
on t h e  LZ, 45 minutes t o  a h a l f  an hour o r  an hour. 

Q Do you have your r a d i o  and your RTO c l o s e  enough 
t o  monitor t h e  t r a f f i c ?  

A. S i r ,  I was walking wi th  Captain MICHLES. My r a d i o  
i s  monitored t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  command--to t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
d i r e c t i o n  n e t .  

Q I n  o rde r  t o  r e f r e s h  you a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I want t o  
e n t e r  a couple of communications i tems which took p lace  t h a t  
morning. What i s  t h e  e x h i b i t  number f o r  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  
communications tape?  

RCDR: I t ' s  M-20. 

COL WILSON: Exh ib i t  M-20 i s  a t r a n s c r i p t  of a t ape  record-

en i n g  of some communications on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  The sending 

&= p a r t y  on t h i s  f i r s t  e n t r y  i s  Dolphin Lead. ~ o l p h i nLead i s  
rO t h e  l i f t  sh ip?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

9- The l ead  l i f t  sh ip?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

9. Dolphin Lead , says  : 

" I  had t o  make a go-around because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
was s t i l l  shoot ing  while  I was on my approach and 
d i d n ' t  want t o  land  i n  t h e r e  when it was going." 

This  was t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  Coyote 6 .  Coyote 6 was Colonel 
BARKER. There was a s e r i e s  of  t ransmiss ions ,  and Coyote 6 
marked t h e  landing  zone. Dolphin Lead rogered the  i d e n t i t y  
of  t h e  marker. Do you r e c a l l  any of t h i s  communication o r  
any of t h i s  a c t i v i t y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Late r  on i n  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  Dolphin Lead t r a n s m i t t e d  
and I quote:  
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"This i s  Dolphin Lead. This completes your l i f t  
f o r  t h i s  morning. We had only one problem and 
t h a t  was t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  d i d n ' t  g e t  s h u t  o f f  
i n  t i m e . "  

Coyote 6 responded: 

"This is  Coyote 6 .  Tha t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  They 
were about a minute l a t e  c u t t i n g  o f f . "  

I f  you had made a go-around, would you have known i t ?  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  would have known it. 

Q You would have remembered i t ?  

A. I should have. I would have known i f  I could re- 0 
member it. S i r ,  what u n i t  went i n  f i r s t ?  What p la toon went u-3 
i n  f i r s t ?  Q 

I d o n ' t  know r i g h t  offhand. I would es t ima te  it cw
Q. F=l 
t o  be t h e  1st Platoon. 

This t r ansmiss ion ,  us ing  t h e  same e x h i b i t ,  w a s  
from Coyote 65, which i s  n e t  c o n t r o l  s t a t i o n ,  t o  Lobo 65, 
which i s  n e t  c o n t r o l  f o r  4/3, 11th  Brigade. This t r ansmiss ion  
c- -- C o y ~ t s65 states: 

"This is 65. Request a d u s t o f f .  Over." 

Lobo 65 responded: 

"This i s  Lobe 65. Roger. Send it. Over." 

Coyote 65 then  t r ansmi t t ed :  

"Pickup p o i n t  7198307 ( s i c )  . Requestor Coyote 
Alpha L. Number of p a t i e n t s ,  two, l i t t e r ,  U.S. 
Nature of i n j u r i e s ,  unknown. Wounded by booby 
t r a p .  Category urgent .  Condition of pickup 
s i t e  unknown. W i l l  secure ."  

I 

W e  e s t ima te  t h a t  t h i s  t r ansmiss ion  was around 8:45. 

A. S i r ,  you s a i d  Alpha 6 .  Do you mean Bravo 6? 
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Q. This  i s  what i s  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  log ,  and it could 
be t h a t  t h i s  was an A Company reques t .  You may be r i g h t .  I t ' s  
a good p o i n t  because t h e  t ransmiss ion  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r e -
q u e s t o r  was Coyote Alpha 6 ,  s o  t h i s  may have been h i s  casua l ty .  

(Af te r  examining Exh ib i t  M-16) Captain BOATMAN, you 
a r e  apparen t ly  c o r r e c t .  This  i s  i n d i c a t e d  on the  log  a s  an A 
Company reques t .  

Fur the r  along i n  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  t h e r e  appears t o  
be a  ques t ion  about using 81 mortars .  A t ransmission from 
Shark 6  Alpha i s  a s  fol lows:  

"Bravo 6 .  Shark. 6 -Alpha. Were you t r y i n g  t o  con-
t a c t  me?" 

There is  no response t o  t h i s  t ransmiss ion .  Coyote 6 then  
t r ansmi t t ed :  

"6.  Coyote 6.  Over." 

6 4 And again:  

"Coyote 6 .  Where do you want t o  f i r e  t h e  mortars? 
Over. " 

Coyote 6 says :  

"Waito Out." 

There is no responding t ransmiss ion ,  and t h e  next  t ransmiss ion  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  is :  

"Coyote 6. You have permission t o  f i r e  the  mor-
t a r s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  Over. " 

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  morning a  r eques t  being made from t h e  1st 
Platoon f o r  gunship support?  

A. I t h i n k  they  d i d ,  s ir .  

Q. We have testimony t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  mortar f i r e  
was provided i n  l i e u  of gunship suppor t .  Do you know about 
this? 


(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive . )  
4 

Was it normal t o  r e q u e s t  mortar f i r e  o r  why wasn ' t  
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a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  reques ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Is t h e r e  any reason t h a t  you can t h i n k  of  f o r  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  engagement t h a t  t h e  1st Pla toon  was i n  t o  
f i r s t  r e q u e s t  gunship suppor t  and then  mortar  f i r e  and 
n o t  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A,  No, s i r ,  I cannot .  

Q. You may remember t h i s  and you may n o t .  We have 
f u r t h e r  tes t imony which says  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  rounds 
f i r e d  and f o u r  duds. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  mortar  p l a toon  
f i r i n g  dud rounds any t ime? 

A. A t  any t ime? 

Q Y e s ,  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  it on t h i s  ope ra t ion?  

Q Would you r e c a l l  it i f  you had heard about  i t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i f  they f i r e d  them I should have known 
about  it because I w a s  w i th  t h a t  element a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

24.11 r i g h t .  Fu r the r  a long  Coyote 6 t r ansmi t t ed :  

t'Coyote 6 .  Roger. I f  y o u ' r e  p u t t i n g  mor ta r  
f i r e  i n ,  you probably won't  need Shark 6 .  Has 
t h e  d u s t o f f  picked up your men y e t ? "  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  tes t imony i s  c o r r e c t .  I t h i n k  
they  may have f i r e d  some mortar  rounds. 

Q. What makes you t h i n k  t h a t ?  
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A. J u s t  by th inking  about i t ,  looking on t h e  map, 
and r e c a l l i n g .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  one of the  reasans  we 
s t ayed  i n  t h a t  a rea .  We s tayed i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  q u i t e  a  
while.  

Q. Here i s  another  s e r i e s  of t ransmiss ions  here  t h a t  
may shed a l i t t l e  l i g h t .  Coyote 6 is  t a l k i n g  t o  Sane Drank 
Del ta  Mike, one of t h e  s w i f t  b o a t s ,  and t h e  s w i f t  boa t  asks :  

"This i s  Delta Mike. Do you have anybody f i r i n g  
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a mortar  he re  on t h e  beach? Over," 

Coyote 6 responded: \ 

" W e  have a mor ta r  down i n  t h e  beach a r e a .  H e ' s  
going t o  f i r e .  I d o n ' t  think he's fired y e t , "  

D e l t a  Mike s w i f t  b o a t  responded: 

"I spotted two rounds,  looks  l i k e  maybe 5 0  
Mike-Mike i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  coo rd ina t e  342785.  
Over .'I 

Coyote 5 responded t h a t  he  would checic it o u t ,  t hen  t r a n s -
m i t t e d  t o . a n  unkncwn pa r ty :  

"Have you begun, t o  f i r e  your m r t a r s  y e t ? "  

"Roger. Did t he  d u s t o f f  ccme i n  yet? Over.= 

And Del ta  Mike, t h e  s w i f t  boat, said he capied t h a t  trazs-
mission.  

Do you r e c a l l  t n e  s w i f t  boat com?i,uni.eati.ons t h a t  
morning? 

A. Yes, I know we had theq.  I know w e  had t h e  s w i f t  
b o a t s .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any o f  t h e  communications w i t h  them? 

A. Y e s ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  remember anyth ing  t h a t  was, 
s a i d .  

Q And somewhere around 9 o ' c l o c k  o r  between 9 and 
9:30 Coyote t r a n s m i t s  t o  an unknown p a r t y :  

"Three wounded i n  h o s t i l e  a c t i o n  down h e r e .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ? "  

And then  he  appa ren t ly  d i d n ' t  h e a r  them, and he s a i d :  

"Say aga in .  Then change b a t t e r i e s . "  

(BOATMAN) 23 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-184 -



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY-

And Coyote 6 says  : 

"I can come i n  and p ick  them up i f  y o u ' l l  pop 
smoke f o r  us and secure  a p l a c e  f o r  us . I 1  

A.  And t h a t  i s  about what I heard. 

Q - Coyote 6 says :  

"Have t h e  wounded s i t t i n g  t h e r e .  " 

Coyote 6 5  asks:  

"Are you going i n t o  Bravo's a r e a  t o  p ick  up 
wounded? " 

Coyote 6 says :  

"That ' s  a£f i r m a t i v e  ." 
And 6 5  says : rn 

Lr3
"We requested d u s t o f f .  J u s t  wanted t o  cancel  it a 
ou t .  " 

P= 
So, apparent ly  Coyote 6 picked up t h r e e  wounded h o s t i l e  ac- F-I 
t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know which t h r e e  those  would be. 

A .  I t h i n k  m-at t h e  dus to f f  di.d pick up Lieutenant. .
CGCBZAN; that is XJ opln lcz ,  

MR WALSH: You s a i d  a minute ago, c a p t a i n ,  t h a t  you s t ayed  
wi th  t h e  mortar p la toon.  

A,  , T h e  mortar  p la toon s t ayed  with t h e  CP.  

Q. Well, we have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  mortar 
platoon a f t e r  touching down on t h e  landing  zone s e t  up h e r e  
with t h e  i d e a  of provid ing  suppor t  t o  t h e  1st Platoon cross-
i n g  over ;  t h a t  i s ,  s e t  up somewhere south  of t h e  road near  
t h e  landing  zone and s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  a cons iderable  pe r iod  
of t ime. Now, assuming t h a t  t o  be t r u e ,  would t h a t  have 
been your l o c a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s t a y  wi th  t h e  mortar p la toon i f  they  
set  up t h e r e  by t h e  landing  zone? You would have moved away 
with t h e  company? 
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A. You a r e  c o r r e c t  t h e r e .  I j u s t  know where I was 
a t .  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  I know where I was a t .  Whether I was with 
t h e  3d Platoon o r  mortar platoon--the mortar p la toon may have 
gone up and s e t  up. 

& *  You don ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q o  Nei ther  do you have any recoPlee t ion  of them 
f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I do remember now, I think they  
d id  s e t  up. At where, I thought it was with u s ,  h u t  it could 
have been--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  .One explanat ion  of why you might 
n o t  have heard t h e  f i r i n g  i s  t h a t  they may have s e t  up and 
you moved on wi th  t h e  command group i n  another  d i r e c t i o n .  

I!= Y e s ,  sir, Like I say, I di6- n o t  l i s t e n  to every 
message t h a t  came i n t o  t h e  company. I was with them. Most 
of t h e  major t h i n g s ,  I knew what was going on? But t h i s  I 
donDt remember. 

Q. T h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  I have up t o  t h i s  po in t .  

COL WILSON: How about p o i n t  2 where Lieutenant  C O C B W  was 
wounded. Do you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

MR WALSH: No. 

COL WILSON: A s  I understand, Lieutenant  COCHRAN was k i l l e d  
i n  ac t ion .  Was he dead when he was dusted o f f ?  

A. The i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  was t o l d  t o  me by SP5 SWEENEY 
w a s  t h a t  he was n o t  dead, b u t  he d i d  n o t  see  how he could 
l i v e .  

Q We have p o i n t  number 3 a s  four  men wounded i n  
a c t i o n  only  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from where Lieutenant  COCHRAN 
w a s  k i l l e d .  What happened a t  t h a t  po in t?  

A. S i r ,  four  EM may n o t  have been t h e  c o r r e c t  num-
b e r ;  it may have been more, n o t  l e s s ,  b u t  more. And I re-
c o l l e c t  Lieutenant  COCHRAN went over t h e r e '  t o  spread them 
o u t ,  and when he w a s  h i t  they went back t o  he lp .  That i s  
when somebody e l s e  t r i g g e r e d  another  booby t r a p  apparent ly .  
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I b e l i e v e  it was one; i t  might have been two booby t r a p s .  I 
know it was n o t  f a r  from me. I was n o t  f a r  from Lieutenant  
COCHRAN a t  a l l ,  and I d id  s e e  t h e  smoke go up b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r  
ones were h i t .  However, t h e r e  were t r e e s  i n  t h e  way, and I 
d i d n ' t  s ee  who it was. And I d i d n ' t  go over  t h e r e  t o  where 
t h e  dus tof f  was performed. 

Q. A t  t h a t  same p o i n t  you a l s o  pointed o u t  t h a t  
you requested and received an a r t i l l e r y  concent ra t ion .  

A .  S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  concen t ra t ion  was 
a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  Captain MICHLES asked me t o  c a l l  i n  some 
VT t o  s e e  i f  w e  could pick up any booby t r a p s  and c l e a r  t h e  
a rea .  And i f  I remember, we d i d  h i t  one booby t r a p ;  one 
o t h e r  explosion went o f f  o t h e r  than t h e  VT fuses .  I know 
it was l e s s  than  10. I t  was anywhere from 5 t o  1 0  rounds 
t h a t  were f i r e d  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Where t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  were? 

No. I ' d  say a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  rn 
14

For t h e  purpose of t r y i n g  t o  de tona te  booby t r a p s ?  4 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q The l o c a t i o n  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  concen t ra t ion  was 
f i r e d  was p o i n t  4 .  

Now, a t  p o i n t  5 w e  show t h e  1st Platoon of t h e  
company moving o f f  toward t h e  sea .  Could you d e s c r i b e  what 
happened t h e r e  as t o  t h e i r  r o u t e  and approximately t h e  t iming 
as t o  when they l e f t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  as soon a s  t h e  whole u n i t  a r r i v e d ,  Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES d i d  then deploy t h e  1st Platoon t o  t h e  a r e a  de-
s igna ted  a s  number 6. And again t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  
they took t h e  road as  t h a t  was our  normal means of t ranspor-
t a t i o n ,  v i a  the  road i n s t e a d  of o f f  the  road. 

Q a That road you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  would be an exten-
s i o n  of 5 2 1  going toward t h e  s e a 3  

A. Y e s ,  sir: 

Q Now, do you have any information regarding  t h e i r  
a c t i o n ?  
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A .  No, sir.  Except t h a t  I know they d i d  have some 
s n i p e r  f i r e .  I remember t h a t  coming back t o  t h e  C P .  But I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them wanting another  p la toon deployed t o  he lp  
them, 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them asking  f o r  any suppor t ing  
f i r e ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I do know they had 
some a c t i o n  over t h e r e .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember anything about  t h e i r  t ransmiss ions  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  VC t h a t  they k i l l e d  over t h e r e ?  

A .  A l l  I can remember i s  t h e  number 2 9 .  I t  seems 
t h a t  they--we go t  c r e d i t  f o r  29 VC k i l l e d .  I can remember 
t h a t .  

Q - Do you remember any conversa t ion ,  any ques t ions  

w t h a t  MICHLES pu t  t o  them wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t ?  

4;1 
A.  No, sir.  

C;n Q. Anything more about  t h e  a c t i o n ?  
CB 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any, s i r .  

COL WILSON: Po in t  6 i s  where 1st Platoon repor ted  29 VC K I A .  
Is t h a t  a s  much a s  you remember about t h e  1st P l a t o o n ' s  a c t i o n  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  br idge?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q. The next  e n t r y  i s  p o i n t  7 ,  which shows t h e  n i g h t  
defens ive  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  16th  of March where you have in-
d i c a t e d  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  one, which you bel ieve--

A ,  ( In te rpos ing)  My Lai  (5 )  s i r ,  

Q. Was My Lai ( 5 ) .  And t h e  o t h e r  is i n  broken l i n e  
which you i n d i c a t e  could poss ib ly  have been t h e  l aager  pos i -
t i o n .  So, you a r e  no t  s u r e  about  t h e s e  two p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. I know t h a t  t h e  C P  was l o c a t e d  a t  one of those  
po in t s .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  what happened a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  
and what time you th ink  you g o t  t h e r e ?  
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Q. By t h e  t ime B Company g o t  t h e r e  t h e  man, who you 
say .was  TAYLOR, who was wounded, was evacuated? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- How long do you es t ima te  it took you t o  g e t
from t h e  l a a g e r  a rea  t o  t h e  br idge?  

A.  Maybe 45 minutes. 

Q- Go ahead. 

Q- And when we g o t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e ,  we went ac ross ,  
and we saw where t h e  booby t r a p  d id  go o f f .  A t  t h a t  time we 
l inked  up wi th  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM, and we s tayed i n  t h a t  
a rea  f o r  a l i t t l e  while.  How long,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  Then 
w e  headed sou th  wi th ,  I thought ,  t h e  1st Platoon along t h e  
r i v e r .  I t  could  have been t h e  2d Platoon.  And t h e  C P  and 
another  p la toon a f t e r  t h e  3rd Platoon was a l ready deployed 
down ahead of us. We went on down, and t h e r e  was some burning 
of v i l l a g e s .  W e  a t e  d inner .  I remember e a t i n g  d inner  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  and then  coming--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You p o i n t  t o  an a r e a  between Co Lay
(1) and Co Lay ( 2 ) ?  

A .  Yes, s i r ,  somewhere along i n  t h e r e .  

Q You a t e  t h e r e  and then continued t o  move south? 

A. Y e s ,  t o  t h e  end of t h e  peninsula ,  and then we came 
back. Where w e  laagered a t  t h a t  t ime, I do no t  know. 

Q- You d o n ' t  remember t h e  l aager?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  l a a g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  any of  t h e  v i l l a g e s  down t h e r e  
were n o t  burned o r  i f  they were a l l  burned? 

A. S i r ,  I know we d i d n ' t  burn them a l l ,  because Cap-
t a i n  MICHLES wanted t o  g e t  back. We burned some and l e f t  some. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  were any Vietnamese down 
t h e r e  i n  t h a t  a rea?  
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A. They w e r e  s c a t t e r e d .  There were a few, very few. 
I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any popu la t ion  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did t h e  v i l l a g e  appear  t o  be i n h a b i t e d  a t  a l l ?  

A. I t  looked as though they  had l e f t .  

Q. . How long  ago? 

A. Now t h a t  is deba tab le .  I can '  t say .  

Q. You can u s u a l l y  go i n t o  a v i l l a g e  and say  t h i s  
v i l l a g e  has  n o t  been occupied.  

A. Oh, no. I ' d  say  it wasn ' t  more t h a n  2 hours  o r  
10 hours.  

Q - They w e r e  i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. But very  few people  l i v e d  t h e r e  and j u s t  l i k e  a l l  
o t h e r  v i l l a g e s ,  they  w e r e  a l l  women and young c h i l d r e n .  There 
was no young males t h e r e .  

Q Did you say  t h a t  you saw some bod ie s  up around t h e  
b r idge?  

A. S i r ,  I saw one body. 

Q. A t  t h e  b r i d g e ?  

A .  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  b r idge ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q Was it a male? 

A. Y e s ,  it w a s  a male. 

Q Did anybody say  who it was o r  what t h e  c i rcumstances  
were? 

A .  W e l l ,  t hey  s a i d  t h e r e  w e r e  29 of t h e m .  

Q. I f  t h e r e  w e r e  29 bod ie s ,  where w e r e  they?  

A .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  see b u t  t h e  one, sir. 
Like L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM s a i d ,  they  were drug  o f f  d u r i n g  
t h e  n i g h t .  

Q I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  bod ie s  were l e f t  where they 
were by t h e  1st P la toon ,  and somebody p u l l e d  them away t h a t  
n i g h t .  Is t h a t  what L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM s a i d ?  
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A. That is  what I--it seems t o  me l i k e  t h a t  i s  what 
he s a i d .  They were freshly--or  they were dug deep. They 
gave them graves.  Like I say ,  I only saw t h e  one body. 

Q.
br idge  
f i r s t ?  

Now, you s a i d  t h a t  when you moved 
t h a t  morning, t h a t  B Company s e n t  t h e  

south from 
3d Platoon 

t h e  
south 

A. To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  because I remember t a l k i n g  t o  
Lieutenant  CARTER down here.  I remember t a l k i n g  t o  him down 
a t  t h i s  end. 

Q. You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  extreme southern  poin t?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q You ta lked  t o  CARTER down t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  because Captain MICHLES was pushing him down 
the re .  

Q CARTER? 

A. I remember he  was n o t  going i n  t h e  r i g h t  p lace  o r  
something. 

Q. CARTER was i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

A. On t h i s  day? 

Q. Well, I th ink  wha t ' s  happening is  you a r e  confusing
opera t ions  and I ' m  no t  so sure--did you ever  go t h i s  f a r  south  
on any opera t ion  before?  

A.  I remember going down here.  Before t h i s  testimony 
s t a r t e d ,  I s a i d  I remember going down he re ,  and whether it was 
t h i s  opera t ion  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember 
whether w e  went down t h e r e  o r  not .  Apparently we d i d n ' t  be-
cause I remember t a l k i n g  t o  Lieutenant  CARTER a t  one time 
down i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q. Are you saying  t h a t  you went along t h i s  s p i t  of 
land t h e r e  more than once? 
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A. Apparently, w e  had. E i t h e r  t h a t  or  w e  d i d n ' t  go 
down t h e r e  t h a t  t i m e .  Once be fo re  I remember t e l l i n g  SP5 
SWEENEY what a hell of a way t o  spend S t .  P a t ' s  Day. 

That w a s  going south? ' 
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Q. What I am asking i s ,  wi thout  regard t o  whether 
t h a t  is  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l ,  was t h e r e  a Nat ional  Pol ice-
man t h e r e  who had a pronounced s c a r  on h i s  face?  

A. Yes, sir. 

COL WILSON: With re fe rence  t o  P-148, the  i n d i v i d u a l  who you 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  being t h e  person a t  t h e  l aager  a r e a ,  have you 
seen him s i n c e  t h a t  time? 

A. H e  may have been one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  was 
with us when w e  picked up some suspec t s  t h e  day we were 
being ex t rac ted .  

Q - On t h e  same opera t ion?  

A. Yes. 

Q Had you seen him before?  

A.  No, sir. 

MR WALSH: When you came over on t h e  morning of t h e  17th  and 
you crossed t h e  b r idge ,  I th ink  you s t a t e d ,  b u t  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
i t ' s  on t h e  record ,  t h a t  a member of the  1st Platoon who had 
been moving down toward t h e  b r idge  from t h e  n i g h t  l a a g e r ,posi-
t i o n  had encountered a booby t r a p  and blown h i s  f o o t  o f f .  

A .  Well, s i r ,  t h a t  was on t h e  br idge  when he was 
going t o  secure  it f o r  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  company t o  move 
across  t h e  br idge .  

Q- I t  happened on the  b r idge?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Well, it happened on t h e  edge of  t h e  
br idge ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  br idge.  

Q And I t h i n k  you a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  he had been dusted 
o f f  before  t h e  company o r  t h e  company CP had crossed  over  t h e  
br idge and go t t en  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What time of  t h e  day would i t  have been t h a t  you
would have crossed  t h e  br idge?  

A .  I ' d  say from 8:30 t o  9:30. 
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Q And do you r e c a l l  what t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  d id?  
Did they se t  up i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A. They se t  r i g h t  up a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  suppor t ing  
us when w e  walked down and walked back. 

Q You d i d n ' t  s t a y  wi th  t h e  mor ta r  p l a toon  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir.  W e  went on down. 

Q- You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was no v i l l a g e  o r  s e t t l e -
ment immediately oppos i t e  t h e  b r idge .  

A. I t  had been f u l l y  des t royed .  

Q How f a r  down d i d  you have t o  walk from t h e  b r i d g e  
b e f o r e  you encountered any i n h a b i t e d  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. I would say  it was on down a ways. There were 
some v i l l a g e s  maybe 1,000 meters down, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any 
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  And then  on down about  h a l f  
way t o  t h e  end,  t h a t  i s  where w e  encountered a few i n h a b i t a n t s .  

Q. Now, d i d  you s e e  any bodies  du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  of 
t ime you were walking down? 

A. No, sir.  None. 

Q o Did you ask anybody where w e r e  t h e  bodies  of t h e  
30 people k i l l e d  t h e  prev ious  day? 

A .  I myself d i d n ' t  ask ,  b u t  I wondered. Like I s a y ,  
I saw one. And t h a t  i s  where I can r e c a l l  L ieu tenan t  WILLING-
HAM say ing ,  I t h i n k ,  they c.ame and drug them off t h a t  n i g h t  
o r  they dug some shal low graves .  

Q. Now, can you remember when you s topped f o r  chow 
whether you d i d  s o  i n  an i n h a b i t e d  a r e a ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know who i t  was, whether is  was SWEENEY 
o r  my recon s e r g e a n t ,  cooked up some chickens and r i c e .  I 
had a b i t e  of it; I d i d n ' t  e a t  very much. 

Q b  Do you remember s e e i n g  t h e  photographer around? 

A .  H e  was n o t  w i t h  us .  He was wi th  one of t h e  o t h e r  
p l a toons ,  and I b e l i e v e  he was wi th  t h e  p l a toon  t h a t  walked 
down t h i s  s i d e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ocean. 
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COL WILSON: You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

MR WALSH: And you th ink  t h a t  it was t h e  1st  Platoon? 

A. I thought it was t h e  1st Platoon.  

Q Now, d i d  you observe any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  o f  any
of  t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  c i v i l i a n s ,  around any of those  hamlets t h a t  
you came through? 

A. I d id  not .  

Q - Were you with t h e  CP group a l l  of t h e  time? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you remember any of t h e  platoons rece iv ing  any a3 
s n i p e r  f i r e ?  CB 

u3 

A.  No, I d o n ' t ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  an P-
engagement on t h i s  s i d e .  r-4 

COL WILSON: On t h e  e a s t  s i d e ?  

A .  Yes, sir. But I c a n ' t  remember t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  ' 

o r  where I was a t  t h e  time. 

MR WALSH: Did anybody c a l l  f o r  any support ing f i r e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q - Did you s e e  any dead o r  wounded c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d  not .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a Vietnamese woman who had been 
s h o t  i n  t h e  head and i n  t h e  foo t?  

A. No, sir. 

Q e  Being brought t o  t h e  b r idge  and a dus to f f  re-
quested? 

A. NO , sir. 
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Q Did you e i t h e r  see  o r  hear  about any of t h e  s o l -
d i e r s  rap ing  anybody i n  any of those  hootches? 

A. S i r ,  I can go on record  now, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  anybody through the  per iod  of 1 6  t o  1 9  March 1968 from 
B Company raped or--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  A t  l e a s t  you d i d n ' t  h e a r  about i t ?  

A. NO, sir,  and I was a p r e t t y  good f r i e n d  w i t h  most 
of t h e  people. I know t h e r e  was one case  where t h e r e  could 
have been a rape ,  b u t  it was n o t  on t h i s  opera t ion .  I t  was 
another  opera t ion .  

Q I want you t o  t h i n k  hard  and s e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  any-
t h i n g  you can remember about t h e  group you were w i t h ,  t h e  CP 
group, o r  any of t h e  platoons being s t a t i o n e d  i n  any of t h e s e  
v i l l a g e s  o r  hamlets f o r  any prolonged pe r iod  of time t o  sea rch  
them and t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  the  people. I n  o t h e r  words, as  you 
were moving down, i s  it your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  
company k e p t  moving t h e  e n t i r e  day o r  were t h e r e  per iods  during 
t h e  day when one p la toon o r  more would h a l t  i n  an a r e a  i n  
o r d e r  t o  thoroughly search  a v i l l a g e  and t o  check f o r  booby 
t r a p s ,  weapons, o r  o t h e r  th ings?  

A. S i r ,  I ' l l  go on record  by saying t h a t  t h e  mor-
t a r  p la toon s t ayed  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  it was uninhabi ted.  

a- Right. 

A. I th ink  t h e  3d Platoon went down i n  t h i s  a rea  
ahead of us ,  and t h e r e  were i n h a b i t a n t s  down t h e r e .  

Q I n d i c a t i n g  the'  a r e a  down toward t h e  r i v e r  a t  
t h e  f a r  end of t h e  peninsula? 

A. 
t h e  p l  
2d o r  
d i d  s e  

Y e s ,  sir. They were ahead of us.  I remember 
atoon I w a s  with--the CP group and it was e i t h e r  t h e  
3d Pla toon t h a t  was wi th  us- - th is  i s  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we 
arch ,  and t h e r e  was some burning of v i l l a g e s .  

COL WILSON: You a r e  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
Co Lay (Z)? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR WALSH: Now, when t h a t  ope ra t ion  was going forward, what 
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d id  t h e  CP group do, j u s t  s i t  down and t ake  it easy while they 
w e r e  going through t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. About 90  p e r  c e n t  of t h e  time t h a t  is a l l  I would 
do. I would j u s t  s i t  on my a s s .  

Q Afte r  t h e  v i l l a g e  was thoroughly searched and t h e  
hootches burned, then  you go t  t h e  word t o  move ou t?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Can you r e c a l l  how many d i s t i n c t  hamlets o r  v i l l a g e s  
t h a t  you may have passed through and searched? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q More than  one? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And throughout a l l  of  t h i s  t ime, d i d  you hea r  any 
f i r i n g ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any f i r i n g ,  n o t  
on even on t h i s  s i d e  where they had t h i s  r epor ted  s n i p e r ,  
f i r e .  I d i d n ' t  hea r  it. 

Q How many c i v i l i a n s  were i n  t h e s e  hamlets you went 
through? 

A. There w e r e  very few, perhaps 25. 

Q Were t h e s e  s e n t  t o  a c o l l e c t i o n  po in t?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  one l i k e  we used to .  -1 .  
know we have and we d id  af te rwards .  We d id  g e t  them i n  a b i g  
c o l l e c t i o n  p o i n t  h e r e  t h a t  I s a w .  

Q Were t h e r e  any i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  of  those people
going on a t  a l l  by anybody? 

A.  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  an i n t e r r o g a t o r  being wi th  
us. I do remember an i n t e r r o g a t o r  being up he re .  
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COL WILSON: You are p o i n t i n g  t o  an area around Ky Xuyen? 

A. W e l l ,  when w e  had a MEDCAP, o f  cou r se  w e  had i n -  
t e r r o g a t o r s ,  b u t  down i n  t h i s  area I do n o t  r e c o l l e c t  any i n  
t e r r o g a t o r s  be ing  w i t h  us .  

MR WALSH: A l l  t o l d ,  you encountered no mre t h a n  25 people  
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going down t h e r e  a l l  t h a t  day o r  does t h a t  25  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
most you saw a t  one time? 

A-. There were no more than  25 a l l  t h e  way down t h a t  
I encountered--and back. I saw very few c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  day,  
very f e w ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  

Q. What would be your b e s t  guess  a s  t o  the  t o t a l  num-
b e r  of c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  you saw t h a t  day? 

A. I ' l l  say  25. 

Q Did you see any o f  t h e  wounded? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- Captain,  i n  your e a r l i e r  tes t imony,  you i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  t i m e  you were i n  t h e  l a a g e r  a r e a  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  
16 th  and you met wi th  L ieu tenan t  ALAUX, he t o l d  you a l i t t l e  
b i t  about  what he had seen  t h a t  day. I wonder i f  you could 
t e l l  us what he s a i d  t o  you a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A. T h a t ' s  when he s a i d  a l o t  o f  animals w e r e  k i l l e d ,  
and he  d i d  see some women and ch i ldren- - I  d o n ' t  know whether 
h e  saw them p e r  se--Americans shoo t ing  them. H e  s a i d  t h a t  
he had seen  some women and c h i l d r e n  dead and a l o t  of  animals ,  
and t h a t  i s  about  a l l .  

Q. Was he  p r e t t y  upse t  about i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I t h i n k  he was. I t h i n k  he was. 

Q. What l e a d  you t o  b e l i e v e  he was upse t  about  i t ?  

A. By t h e  way h e  ac t ed .  H e  is a p r e t t y  easy going 
guy and a good f r i e n d  of mine. I had been wi th  him f o r  q u i t e  
a whi le ,  and I could t e l l  he  was upse t  about  t h i s .  

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  he was upse t  with  any p a r t i c u l a r  
i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Like I s a i d ,  I d i d n ' t  
know anybody from t h e  3/1. I knew L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, n o t  on 
a f i r s t  name b a s i s ,  b u t  I knew of  him. But I had never 
been around him. 

Q. I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  back and g ive  us j u s t  
a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  you can what L ieu tenan t  ALAUX s a i d  t o  you 
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i n  a s  much d e t a i l  as you can. 

A. He j u s t  s a i d  he had seen a l o t  of animals and he 
had seen women and c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  Like I say ,  
I can t r e c a l l  whether he s a i d  he saw them himsel f .  I don 't 
know t h i s .  I j u s t  know t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  he had seen some 
women and c h i l d r e n  dead. 

Q. Did he i n d i c a t e  how they were k i l l e d ,  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e ,  gunships,  o r  i n f a n t r y ?  

A. I th ink  he i n d i c a t e d  it was done by t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

Q. Do you remember anything more about what he  saw 
o r  sa id?  

A. Names, no. 

Q I'm n o t  asking f o r  names. 

A. Unit ,  no; b u t  I do know t h e r e  was some, I guess ,  
ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g .  

Q. Did he t e l l  you anything about l i n i n g  people up
by a d i t c h  and shoot ing  them? 

A. No, sir. He d i d n ' t  say t h a t  a t  a l l .  He d i d n ' t  
say it t o  me.  

Q Did he g i v e  you any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  people 
were rounded up and gunned down? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Did he  g ive  you any i n d i c a t i o n  of how many people 
he had seen k i l l e d  t h a t  day? 

A. I do remember him saying something, t h e  number 
60.  It was something around 60 t h a t  they thought they had 
k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any bodies  myself. 

Q. Was he  t a l k i n g  about women and ch i ld ren?  

A. I presume t h a t  t h a t  was included. 

Q Well, i f  you can th ink  of anything more of your
conversa t ion  wi th  Lieutenant  ALAUX, I would l i k e  t o  hea r  it. 
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Q You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  map and saying  t h a t  you 
stopped a t  Ky Xuyen? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. And t h a t  t h e  p la toon s e n t  up t o  b r i n g  t h e  people 
back down t h e r e  was s e n t  t o  An Khe. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And how many people d i d  they b r ing  back? 

A. S i r ,  it was a l o t .  Anywhere from 250 t o  750.. I 
d o n ' t  know t h e  exac t  number because they  came i n  a couple 
of  b i g  bunches. 

Q. Which p la toon was t h a t ?  

A. That i s  what I say ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  3d Platoon,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  

Q What t ime d i d  t h e  MEDCAP come i n ?  f-
m 

A .  I twas- -seems t o  me l i k e  it was i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  
and they were j u s t  t h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a while.  P-

8-4 

Q Did you o r  do you r e c a l l  any a c t i o n s  by C Company, 
o r  seeing C Company depar t  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know where C Company was a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I,have no idea  where they were a t  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q How d id  t h e  MEDCAP come i n ?  

A, By chopper. 

Q Where d i d  they land? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  same p lace  where we laagered  t h a t  
n igh t .  

Q Did they land on t h e  beach? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q How many choppers d i d  it take  t o  b r i n g  i n  t h e  
MEDCAP? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  offhand. 
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Q How many people were on t h e  MEDCAP? 

A. I know--I remember SWEENEY he lp ing  them. There 
could n o t  have been over four  o r  f i v e .  

Q- D i d  t h e  whole company manage t o  a s s i s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they always do. 

Q =  How many people do you es t ima te  t h e  MEDCAP pro-
cessed? 

A. A t  l e a s t  500; a t - l e a s t  t h a t  many. I t  was t h e  big-
g e s t  b i g g e s t  one I have ever  seen.  

a .  Did you see  a l a r g e r  one l a t e r ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- This  is  t h e  l a r g e s t  MEDCAP you saw i n  Vietnam? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many MEDCAP 's d id  you see?  

A. A dozen. 

Q- Was t h i s  planned o r  spontaneous? 

I th ink  it was spontaneous. 

Why was t h e  MEDCAP c a l l e d  f o r ?  

Like I s a i d ,  t h e r e  were scraggy k ids  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Q. Was it requested from B Company? 

A. I t h ink  Captain MICHLES requested it, yes ,  s ir .  

Q And they processed 500 people t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Approximately t h a t  many, yes ,  sir. There was a l o t  
of them. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were a couple of l i n e s ,  and I do 
remember some ARVN s o l d i e r s  being t h e r e .  

Q. Some what? 
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A .  Some ARVN s o l d i e r s .  

Q Where were they from? 

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q How did  they g e t  t h e r e ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q How many a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. A p la toon,  i f  t h a t  many. 

Q Where could they have come from? 

A. I don' t know. I j u s t  remember some ARVN s o l d i e r s  
being t h e r e  t h a t  af ternoon.  I t  may n o t  have been t h a t  many. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any Navy a c t i o n s  t h i s  day? 

A.  No. 

Q When d id  t h e  Navy t u r n  a bunch of c iv i . l i ans -over  
t o  B Company? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  happening any t ime dur ing  
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember, b u t  I d o n ' t  know what day 
it was. - I t  was e i t h e r  t h e  17th  o r  t h e  18th .  

Q But you do remember a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  
being turned over? 

A. No, not  a l a r g e  number, no, s i r .  

Q. How many a r e  you t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Not over  15 o r  20 .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  it was a 
l a r g e  number. 

Q Who were they given t o ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they were pushed ashore,  and one of t h e  
platoons picked them up, and I d o n ' t  know which one it was. 
I t  was somewhere up i n  t h i s  a rea  here.  

Q What happened t o  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  sir.  They w e r e  
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c i v i l i a n s ,  and I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  were any VC ou t  here.  
They were very r e c e p t i v e  t o  o u t  MEDCAP. 

You d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  were any o u t  he re?  

No, I thought it was a  very f r i e n d l y  v i l l a g e .  

You mean a f t e r  you g o t  i n  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - What about before  you went i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody being h o s t i l e  toward us .  
That is  what I ' d  say ,  a t  t h a t  time. Then t h a t  n i g h t  I g o t  
a d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  when we g o t  mortared. 

Q The MEDCAP was conducted t h a t  a f te rnoon,  and you 
observed nothing unusual happening t h a t  day? 

A. I s tayed i n  a n d r e a d  a book i n s i d e  a hootch a l l  
af ternoon.  

Did you hea r  any f i r e  anywhere? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - Was t h e  e n t i r e  company up t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  I know t h a t  t h e r e  was a company t o  t h e  south and 
a company t o  t h e  nor th .  I d o n ' t  know where everybody was f o r  
su re .  I d o n ' t  know i f  we had any companies o u t  p a t r o l l i n g  o r  
n o t ,  sir. 

LTC NOLL: Companies o r  platoons? 

A. Platoons.  

COL WILSON: What time d i d  t h e  MEDCAP leave? 

A.  4 o ' c l o c k  o r  4:30. 

Q. What happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. That is  when we went t o  our  l aager  p o s i t i o n ,  and 
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I c a l l e d  i n  my defens ive  t a r g e t s .  

Q What t ime was t h a t ?  

A. Around 5 o ' c lock ,  5: 30. 

Q And then  what happened a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. La te r  on they brought i n  a woman who apparent ly  
was h i t  by my a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l ,  and we c a l l e d  i n  a d u s t o f f .  
And t h a t  is  probably one of t h e  low po in t s  i n  my l i f e  because 
I d i d n ' t  aim t o  do t h a t ,  and I d i d  r e p o r t  it. 

Q. You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  your n i g h t  defens ive  a r t i l -
l e r y  t a r g e t s  which were f i r e d  on 18 March, and t h i s  i s  our  
p o i n t  1 0  on t h e  e x h i b i t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

And a t  one of t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  you b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
( 0

Q 
w a s  a Vietnamese woman i n j u r e d  o r  wounded, and you s t a t e d  ' F  
t h a t  she  was brought into--

.& 
( In te rpos ing)  Our CP loca t ion .  . \A *  

Q Company CP l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q =  And she  was medevac'd from t h e  CP l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q What makes you th ink  your a r t i l l e r y  d i d  t h i s ?  

A. They designated t h i s  (ges tu r ing)  . 
Q A s i g n a l  of incoming rounds? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And s i n c e  w e  were t h e  only ones--
it was f r e s h ,  and t h a t  i s  why I b e l i e v e  it was from my round. 

9 Where was t h e  wounded woman picked up? 
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A. R igh t  a long  t h e  beach. Right  i n  o u r  CP area. 
Right  a long  t h e  beach. 

Q. Right  a long  t h e  a r e a  marked p o i n t  12  o r  t h e  l a a g e r  
a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. She was brought  up from where w e  had 
t h e  MEDCAP. W e  could s e e  them c a r r y i n g  h e r  up on a hand-made 
s t r e t c h e r -  t ype  t h i n g .  

Q. Now, t h i s ,  a s  f a r  as I have been a b l e  t o  determine,  
would r e q u i r e  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  I r e p o r t e d  it t o  my XO. I s a i d  it looked 
l i k e  a woman was h i t .  And I r e p o r t e d  i t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  t h e  
l a s t  I hea rd  of  it. 

Q. When d i d  you r e p o r t  i t ?  

A. When t h e  woman came i n .  

Q. Your r e p o r t e d  ove r  your  communication n e t ?  

A. Y e s ,  i t  w a s  t o  L ieu tenan t  WRIGHT, who I b e l i e v e  
w a s  t h e  FDO a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. T h i s  w a s  t o  your  b a t t e r y  you r e p o r t e d  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  t o  D e l t a  B a t t e r y .  

Q- Up a t  Upt igh t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Were you eve r  asked any q u e s t i o n s  about  any of  t h e  
c a s u a l t i e s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  a t  any t ime? 

A. NO,  sir.  

Q. A f t e r  t h e  woman was evacua ted  what happened? 

A. W e l l ,  it was dark a t  t h a t  t ime .  Wai t ing f o r  t h e  
chopper t o  come i n  it w a s  dark .  I had my foxhole  dug, and I 
went t o  s l e e p .  Then I was awakened around 5 minutes  till 
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2 o r  somewhere i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y .  Right  around 2 o ' c l o c k .  I 
d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  And I thought  t h e r e  was ou tgo ing  H & I 1 s  
u n t i l  somebody h o l l e r e d  incoming. A t  t h a t  t i m e  I r o l l e d  i n t o  
my foxhole  b u t  I had t o  go c a l l  i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  I c a l l e d  
i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  by t h a t  t i m e  a l l  of t h e  mor t a r  rounds 
had ceased.  

Q You s a i d  ear l ier  t h e r e  were about  20 o r  25 incoming
rounds,  and they  w e r e  60 m i l l i m e t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They w e r e  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
6 0  m i l l i m e t e r  rounds,  and I say  approximately  20 t o  2 5 .  

Q. You a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  MILUS w a s  k i l l e d  by t h i s  
mortar  a t t a c k ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and s e v e r a l  wounded. 

Q Were t h e  wounded dus t ed  o f f  t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  pickup? 

A. Right  where t h e  woman was picked up,  r i g h t  by 
t h e  CP. 

Q. And you f i r e d  counte rmor ta r  f i r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d i d .  

Q You f i r e d  counte rmor ta r  f i r e  a t  p o i n t  13 which w a s  
one of  t h e  de fens ive  t a r g e t s  f i r e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  and t h e r e  was i n d i c a t i o n  through--you 
could  t e l l  t h a t  t h e  rounds came from t h a t  area through c r a t e r  
a n a l y s i s .  Through c r a t e r  a n a l y s i s  w e  knew t h e  rounds came 
from t h a t  area. 

Q. Was t h i s  crater a n a l y s i s  made p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  
f o r  counte rmor ta r  f i r e ?  

A. No, sir.  W e  had a r e p o r t  from t h e  e lement  i n  t h e  
1st P la toon ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  had seen  t h e  f l a s h e s .  That  i s  
why we used t h a t  t a r g e t .  But t h e  o b j e c t  was t o  g e t  rounds 
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o u t  a s  f a s t  a s  poss ib le .  And a t  t h a t  time I d i d  b r ing  the  
rounds i n  50 meters c l o s e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  

LTC NOLL: Did you have defens ive  t a r g e t s  each n igh t?  

A. Yes, sir. However, sometimes they weren ' t  a l l  
c a l l e d  i n .  Some were on c a l l .  Seventy-five pe r  c e n t  of t h e  
t i m e  they were c a l l e d  i n .  

Q - Did you Gay2 t h e r e  was p e r i o d i c a l  f i r e  during t h e  
n i g h t ?  I 

I 
A. No, sir ,  no t  unless  c a l l e d  f o r .  Because they 
w e r e  very c lose .  These a r e  n o t  over 300 t o  400 meters away 
a t  t h e  most. 

COL WILSON: You s t a t e d  t h a t  B Company was picked up the  
fol lowing morning a t  0900? 

.A. I t  may have been l a t e r  than t h a t .  I know it was 
b e f o r e  noon. 

Q Captain BOATMAN, would you say again how many VC 
K I A  you remember be ing  repor ted?  

A. Twenty-nine i s  t h e  number t h a t  I remember, s i r .  

Q. The s tudy of t h e  America1 Divis ion TOC and t h e  
opera t ion  Muscatine SITREP and t h e  America1 Divis ion SITREP 
f o r  t h e  16 th  i n d i c a t e s  t h r e e  r e p o r t s  of VC K I A  from B Compa-
ny, one, a t  0955, r epor ted  some r i f l e  f i r e ,  1 2  K I A  a t  742787. 

I 
A. That would be a t  My Khe ( 4 ) .  

Q *  I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  br igde .  

A. A l l  of t h e s e  people were r epor ted ly  k i l l e d  by 
Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  A t  1025 repor ted  k i l l e d  by r i f l e ,  18  
a t  742787, same loca t ion .  A t  1420 t h a t  a f te rnoon,  by r i f l e  
aga in ,  r epor ted  8 KIA.  T h i s  r e p o r t  changed t h e  coordina tes  
s l i g h t l y  t o  742786. That i s  a t o t a l  of 38 repor ted  on t h e  
l o g s  of t h e  SITREP'S, and a l l  of those  seem t o  be around t h e  
same a r e a ,  b u t  they vary i n  t ime from approximately 1000 t o  
1400 i n  the  af ternoon.  

A. The f i g u r e  29 comes t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  maybe from 
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reading  about it. I d i d  know t h a t  L ieu tenan t  WILLINGHAM k i l l e d  
some people  over  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  number t o  
be q u i t e  f rank  wi th  you. I t  seems t o  me l i k e  I thought  he g o t  
c r e d i t  f o r  2 9 .  Now, w e  must have go t t en  c r e d i t  f o r  3 8 .  I 
j u s t  thought  t h e r e  w e r e  29. 

Q. None o f  t h e s e  people  r e p o r t e d l y  w e r e  k i l l e d  by 
suppor t ing  f i r e .  

A.  S i r ?  

Q. By suppor t ing  f i r e .  Do you r e c a l l  Capta in  MICHLES 
r e p o r t i n g  a body count f i g u r e  t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  h e  d i d n ' t  see them himself  I know, because 
he  d i d n ' t  go ove r  t h e r e .  

Q. I know. Do you r e c a l l  him r e p o r t i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember him making a r e p o r t .  But 
I d i d n ' t  know t h e  numbers and what t imes.  I only  remember 
Lieu tenant  WILLINGHAM say ing  an X number of people  w e r e  K I A ,  
VC K I A ,  b u t  I didn ' t know t h e  s p e c i f i c  number. 

Q Did you h e a r  Capta in  WILLINGHAM make a r e p o r t  t h a t  
none of t h e  people  r e p o r t e d  by h i s  u n i t  i n  VC body count w e r e  
woman and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No, sir. No, s ir ,  I d i d  no t .  

MR WALSH: Do you remember Captain MICHLES g e t t i n g  a r e q u e s t  
any t i m e  du r ing  t h e  day from h i g h e r  headquar te rs  f o r  a break-
down of how many woman and c h i l d r e n  were inc luded  i n  t h e  body 
count? 

A. No, sir. 

COL WILSON: Do you have any i d e a  a t  a l l  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any 
i n d i v i d u a l  weapons captured  on t h e  16th?  

A. Three,  maybe t h r e e .  

Q- By B Company? 

A. B Company, 1st Pla toon .  
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Q What happened t o  them? 

A. X d o n u t  know, sir.  

Q How do you know they were captured? 

A. That  is  t h e  number t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my head. There 
may n o t  have been any, b u t  it seems l i k e  t h r e e .  

Q Do you have any reason t o  say t h a t  it was t h e  1st 
Platoon? 

A. I t  seems t o  me t h e r e  were weapons captured t h a t  
day. 

Q. By B Company? 

A. Yes, s ir .  There may n o t  have been. I w i l l  say 
t h a t  it i s  very funny and r i d i c u l o u s  t o  say t h a t  they  d i d  k i l l  
s o  many VC when we d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  many weapons. I t  always 
seemed odd. I never saw t h e  bodies  they supposedly k i l l e d .  
To me it was an erroneous r e p o r t .  Because when I went over  
t h e r e ,  I saw only  t h e  one body. That i s  when I kind of doubted 
t h e  v a l i d i t y  of it, t h a t  they d id  k i l l  X number of VC. 

Q There was a g r e a t  e f f o r t  over  t h e r e  f o ~t roph ies .  
Now i f  an i n d i v i d u a l  weapon captured  i s  repor ted ,  is  it a 
r i g i d  requirement t h a t  t h a t  weapon be turned  i n ?  

A. Every weapon t h a t  I eve r  saw was turned  i n  with 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who g o t  t h e  weapon, wi th  h i s  name on it. But 
it was always tu rned  i n  t o  h igher  headquar ters .  

Q- Did they ever  g e t  t h e s e  weapons back? 

A. Yes, sir.  Before Captain MICHLES was k i l l e d ,  I 
know he had two. 

Q- Did any t roops  g e t  them back? 

A. SWEENEY g o t  one, and I d o n ' t  know who a l l  e l s e  
had one. 

Q .  I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  were any at tempts  
t o  s i e z e  t h e s e  weapons and n o t  r e p o r t  them. 
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A. No, s ir .  I am s u r e  t h a t  every  weapon t h a t  w a s  
found i n  B Company w a s  r epo r t ed .  

Q. No q u e s t i o n  i n  your  mind? 

A. No q u e s t i o n  i n  my mind. 

MR WALSH: Were you t h e  on ly  one who had any doubt  about  t h e  
body count  t h a t  W I L L I N G H A M 1 s  p l a toon  r epo r t ed?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. That  i s  my pe r sona l  op in ion .  

Q. Did you d i s c u s s  it w i t h  anybody a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q But you d i d  say  something t o  somebody about  t h e r e  
be ing  on ly  one body t h e r e ?  

A. No, I c a n ' t  recall s a y i n g  anyth ing  t o  anybody. It 
j u s t  seems k ind  o f  funny t o  me .  

Q. I t h i n k  you used t h e  t e r m  r i d i c u l o u s  a moment 
ago i n  d e s c r i b i n g  a l l e g e d l y  k i l l i n g  38 VC and f i n d i n g  no 
weapons. 

A. Most a f f i r m a t i v e .  Righ t ,  and no bod ie s .  

Q- But you d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  your f e e l i n g s  w i t h  anybody 
a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And you d i d n ' t  h e a r  anybody else comment on i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

COL WILSON: I b e l i e v e ,  and I am going back t o  t h e  16th-- the  
Task Force Barker j o u r n a l  c a r r i e s  an e n t r y  a t  9:55 t h a t  B/4/3 
k i l l e d  1 2  VC. Now t h i s  would have been about t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
you a l l  l i n k e d  up wi th  t h e  1st p l a toon?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  on t h e  1 6 t h .  

Q - No, y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  L a t e r  on a t  10:25 t h e r e  i s  a 
r e p o r t  of  18  VC K I A  a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n .  Is t h e r e  any th ing  
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t h a t  you can r e c a l l  where t h e r e  were two s e p e r a t e  engagements 
a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  a mat ter  of maybe 30 minutes a p a r t ?  

A. I j u s t  remembered t h e r e  was an engagement about 
t h a t  t ime. About t h e  two r e p o r t s ,  no. 

Like I say ,  t h i s  may have come t o  Captain MICHLES 
from Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM when I was no t  with them. I may 
have been n o t  by h i s  r ad io  a t  t h e  t ime. I j u s t  remember having 
heard ,  it must have been 30 minutes--this number 29 s t i c k s  i n  
my head. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  two o r  t h e  e i g h t  t h a t  you a l s o  
s t a t e d  t h e r e .  I j u s t  remember t h e  2 9 .  

LTC NOLL: J u s t  one ques t ion ,  on t h e  16th  when t h e  1st  Pla-
toon was over  t h e r e  by i t s e l f ,  who would have ad jus ted  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  f o r  them had they wanted support?  

A. I would--oh, I ' m  s o r r y .  It would have been who- 
e v e r  t h e  FO was f o r  t h e  1st Platoon.  I t  may have been 
BRETENSTEIN. I t h i n k  he  was wi th  t h e  1st Platoon. 

Q. Was he  t h e  8 1  o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO? 

A. A r t i l l e r y .  Because I had given them many c l a s s e s  
on it, and a l l  of  them d id  a d j u s t  f o r  me a t  t imes .  When we'd 
be i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  I could show them how t o  do it. 
Normally, t h e  way it would run--in f a c t  w e  d i d  t h i s  on two 
s e p a r a t e  occasions where a platoon d i d  rece ive  s n i p e r  f i r e .  
They would c a l l  it i n  t o  Captain MICHLES, and then  I would re-
l a y  it t o  t h e  guns and s e e  t h a t  they  were g e t t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  themselves. 

Q. I want t o  show you a s e r i e s  of photographs h e r e ,  
and I would l i k e  you t o  look through t h e s e  photographs,  and I 
am going t o  ask you some ques t ions  a f t e r  you have had a chance 
t o  look a t  them whether you can i d e n t i f y  e i t h e r  t h e  p l a c e  o r  
t h e  people i n  t h e  photographs. 

(The wi tness  perused t h e  photographs.)  

You d o n ' t  remember anything on P-17? 

A. I don ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q. P-18? Who is t h e  one American s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  
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photograph? 

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name, b u t  it s e e m s  t o  m e ,  I 
know he was i n  t h e  mortar p la toon.  

Q- Do you recognize t h e  area?  

A. I t ' s  a graveyard. Here 's  t h e  graveyard. I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h a t  i s  Uptight  back t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q. You say t h a t  i s  a graveyard? 

A. You can s e e  it. 

Q. What about P-19? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any of  those  faces .  

A. I know him and him ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You a r e  po in t ing  t o  t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t  r e a r .  
Who i s  t h a t ?  

A. He i s - - i f  you can g ive  m e  t h e  r o s t e r ,  I can t e l l  
you t h e  name of  a l l  of these people.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  
guy's name i s  DUFF o r  no t .  

Q. You a r e  back t o  photograph number 18. 

A. HUFFMAN i s  h i s  name f o r  su re .  

Q. That man, t h e  U.S. type  i n  photo P-18, is  HUFFMAN? 

A .  Yes, s ir .  This  i s  MARSHALL he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q - The man i n  P-20 r i g h t  r e a r  i s  MARSHALL. What p la-
toon was he  in?  

A. He hopped around. 

Q And who e l s e ?  

A. And t h i s  is  JOHNSON again.  
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Q- The man i n  t h e  rear with h i s  helmet o f f  i s  
Lieutenant  JOHNSON. 

A. And t h i s  could be LOUGHMILLER; I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  su re .  

Q The man t o  t h e  l e f t  f r o n t  with t h e  po le  i n  h i s  hands 
i s  who? 

A. I t  could be LOUGHMILLER, b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Y e s .  And t h i s  could be my recon s e r g e a n t ,  HONEYCUTT. 

Q. The man bending over i n  t h e  f r o n t  i s  recon Sergeant 
HONEYCUTT. I d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  t a t t o  on h i s  arm. 

Back t o  P-20, i f  t h a t  is  HONEYCUTT, would you be  
anywhere near  t h e r e ?  

A. Probably. 

Q- D o  you recognize t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 

Q- The t i m e  of day? 

A. No, sir. Unless it would be--JOHNSON was with us 
most of  t h e  t i m e  o u t  here  on t h e  peninsula .  I t  could be he re  
a t  t h e  chopper pad. B u t  I d o n ' t  remember JOHNSON being w i t h  u s  
on t h i s  opera t ion  here .  

Q. W e l l ,  he was. 

A. H e  w a s  wi th  B Company? 

Q. Y e s . .  How about P-21? 

A. . Lieutenant  JOHNSON, l e f t  r e a r .  
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A. L i e u t e n a n t  JOHNSON and h i s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

A. Capta in  MICHLES. 


Q =  On t h e  l e f t  i s  Capta in  MICHLES? 


A. And h i s  RTO. 

Q - On t h e  r i g h t  i s  h i s  RTO. 

A. Freddy WILKINS o r  it could  be  t h a t  o t h e r  one. .  I 
c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  h i s  name e i t h e r .  

A. I d o n ' t  r ecogn ize  anybody u n l e s s  t h a t  i s  HONEYCUTT, 
b u t  h e  never  c a r r i e d  t h a t  much s t u f f  w i th  him. I j u s t  don1 t 
know who t h a t  is.  

Q - A l l  r i g h t ,  you c a n ' t  l o c a t e  any o f  t h e s e  photographs? 

A. NO,  s i r ,  n o t  t h e  p l a c e .  

COL WILSON: Capta in ,  t h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what you have s t a t e d  
a s  r e c a l l i n g  on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  W i l l  you p l e a s e  s i g n  t h a t  as 
prepared  from memory a t  Washington, D. C. ? 

(The w i t n e s s  s igned  E x h i b i t  P-179 as r eques t ed .  ) 

When you were withdrawn from t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  
d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  Up t igh t  o r  D o t t i e ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o ,  D o t t i e  because  i f  I re-
member r i g h t  they  l o s t  a l l  o f  t h o s e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  and w e  wanted 
t o  have a standdown. I b e l i e v e ;  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I ' m  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  W e  may have j u s t  gone t o  
Upt igh t .  I t  was one o f  t h e  two p l a c e s .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any changes i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  you conducted a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  d i d  your  o p e r a t i o n s  
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appear t o  be t h e  same a s  always i n  Task Force Barker? 

A. A t  t h e  time I d i d n ' t  s ee  any s i g n i f i e e n t  changes, 
no, sir. 

Q- Do you have any knowledge of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
i n q u i r i e s  be ing  made a f t e r  the  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Yes, sir. I heard t h a t  they  were checking i n t o  
Captain MEDINA's  company f o r  a l l e g e d l y  shoot ing of c i v i l i a n s .  
I heard t h i s  j u s t  a couple of days o r  a day o r  s o  af terwards.  
I n  f a c t ,  Captain MICHLES to'ld me t h a t  he could be i n  a l o t  of 
t roub le .  However, t h a t  i s  a l l  t h a t  I heard ,  and it was 2 o r  3 
days l a t e r  then  t h a t  the  t h i n g  came i n  where I read i n  e i t h e r  
The Tr iden t  o r  t h e  America1 newspaper where B/4 /3  and C/1/20 
should be congra tu la ted  f o r  an outs tanding  job by General 
WESTMORELAND. This I read  and, i n  f a c t ,  I probably s t i l l  
have the  paper i f  I could d i g  deep enough i n  my s t u f f  a t  
home. 

Q. And Captain MICHLES t o l d  you t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  
operation--a couple days a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  he thought 
Captain MEDINA was i n  t r o u b l e  because of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. Yes, and t h e  name--I d i d n ' t  know it was THOMPSON 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  They s a i d  t h a t  some warrant  o f f i c e r  r epor ted  
t h a t  he saw some people being k i l l e d .  

Q. Did Captain MICHLES t e l l  you t h a t  too.  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was Captain MICHLES, yes ,  s i r .  

'Q. Was t h e r e  much t a l k  about i t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Under what circumstances d i d  you h e a r  t h i s  from 
MICHLES? 

A. J u s t  back a t  CP o r  wherever we were a t .  I n  f a c t ,  
I think it was on Dot t i e  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  time frame? 
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A. Probably Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM. He and I were 
f a i r l y  c lose .  

9- He s a i d  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he s a i d  t h a t  o r  not .  But I know 
Captain MICHLES t o l d  me. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  of anybody being interviewed? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q- On t h i s  opera t ion  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q - Did you ever  hear  of any f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r s  o r  
o f f i c e r s  from t a s k  f o r c e  headquar ters ,  br igade  headquar ters ,  
o r  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  coming down and asking ques t ions  about 
t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  know about t h a t .  

Q Do you know i f  t h e r e  was ever  an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i -
den t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I w i l l  say ,  no. There was none, a l though,  it w a s  
repor ted .  However, it i s  un l ike ly  t h a t  it was even logged. 
But I d i d  r e p o r t  it. 

Q Did you ever  have an a r t i l l e r y  i n c i d e n t  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  on any t a r g e t s  t h a t  you ever  f i r e d ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  was one a r t i l l e r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  n o t  
on m e ,  b u t  on t h e  FDO. I th ink  it was be fo re  t h i s .  The XO 
apparent ly  was o f f  100 m i l s  and went over  t h e  t a r g e t  I was 
shoot ing  a t .  I n  f a c t ,  it was t h e  time--the second person t h a t  
was k i l l e d  i n  our  u n i t .  

LTC NOLL : 

A. When he was k i l l e d  I had a  defens ive  t a r g e t ,  and 
t h e  f i r s t  round came i n  f i n e ,  and I remember t h e  e x a c t  th ing  
was, "Lef t ,  f i v e  zero; drop, f i v e  zero. Repeat. " And t h e  
rounds come out  and they went over 1,000 meters i n  the  v i -
c i n i t y  of A Company l aager ing  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  
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There was an a r t i l l e r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h a t ,  b u t  it was n o t  
on me. 

a * .  Did you know Captain VAZQUEZ? 

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you eve r  d i s c u s s  t h i s  ope ra t ion  wi th  him? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Was t h e r e  any s t a t e m e n t ' e v e r  made t o  you by VAZQUEZ 
o r  anyone about  one of t h e  s p o t t e r  rounds f i r e d  i n  C Company's 
concen t ra t ion  be ing  1,000 meters o f f ?  

A .  No, sir ,  they  never d i d  t h a t .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  you- would have heard about t h a t ?  

A. No, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  no, sir.  

MR WALSH: Capta in ,  you heard a l i t t l e  b i t  about  what happened 
i n  C Company's a r e a  from Lieu tenan t  ALAUX, and you probably 
r ead  a l o t  more i n  t h e  papers  s i n c e .  Do you have any opin ion  
a s  t o  why t h i s  t h i n g  might happen i n  t h e  C Company a r e a ?  

A. Why it happened? 

Q Y e s ,  why it happened? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  some of t h e  
th ings  a r e  t r u e  t h a t  they  s a i d  about  C Company. My pe r sona l  
opinion i s :  s o  it happened; I s t i l l  say t h e  guy s h o u l d n ' t  
be t r i e d .  -

Q- Without r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o r  any c r i m i n a l  ou t -
come, it does seem p r e t t y  c l e ~ rt o  us t h a t  a lot of people  
were k i l l e d ,  a l o t  of people  w e r e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  k i l l e d ,  and I 
j u s t  wonder i f  you can g i v e  us any i n s i g h t  i n t o  why on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  something l i k e  t h a t  happened? 

A. J u s t  l i k e  I s a i d  before--I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d  say  
t h i s  before .  L ieu tenan t  ALAUX t o l d  m e  t h a t  Captain  MEDINA 
s a i d  t h a t  they were t o  go down t h e r e ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  walked 
was VC. Apparently s i n c e  they had l o s t  a l o t  of men, they 
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went down t h e r e  w i t h  a l o t  o f  h o s t i l i t y ,  and t h e y  took them 
o u t  on My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Whether t h e  number of  people  k i l l e d  i s  
a c c u r a t e ,  which I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  i s - - l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  else 
I t h i n k  it might have been blown up, b u t  I imagine t h e r e  w e r e  
probably some innocen t  people  g e t t i n g  k i l l e d .  I n  f a c t ,  I ' m  
s u r e  my company k i l l e d  some innocen t  people  t oo .  

LTC NOLL: I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and i n  t h e  
t i m e  b e f o r e  Task Force Barker broke up, was B/4/3 e v e r  de- 
t ached  back t o  i t s  p a r e n t  u n i t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  The d a t e s  I d o n ' t  know, .bu t  I b e l i e v e  
w e  w e r e  de tached  two t imes ,  two d i f f e r e n t  t imes .  

Q. T h i s  w a s  a f t e r  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  it w a s  a f ter  t h a t .  

Q. Did they  g e t  anybody k i l l e d ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we d i d  ge t - - I  d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  num- 
ber--on an o p e r a t i o n  w e s t  o f  Quang Ngai a long- - i t  w a s  a t  l e a s t  
2 0  k i l o m e t e r s  o u t  i n  t h e  j ung le  where w e  d i d  t h a t .  I t h i n k  w e  
g o t  a body count  of n ine .  W e  were doing no th ing  b u t  b lock ing .  

Q- You have no i d e a  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  t ime frame, 
whether  i t  would have been 2 weeks or--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Whenever L i e u t e n a n t  WALTERS w a s  
k i l led--was i n j u r e d ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  one. I know t h a t  was one 
t i m e .  W e  w e r e  gone, I b e l i e v e ,  anywhere from 7 t o  10 days 
on t h a t .  And ano the r  t i m e  we made a CA where t h e y  i n i t i a t e d  
LZ Blu f f .  Colonel  ADKINS c a l l e d  it LZ Bluf f  n o r t h  of Quang 
Ngai. I t  w a s  s o u t h  of  Sue about  4 o r  5 k i l o m e t e r s .  

COL WILSON: Capta in  BOATMAN, when you r e t u r n  to your  unit 
and your  home, i f  you have any documentary ev idence  t h a t  
might h e l p  us w i t h  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
hav ing  it. I f  you have any photographs ,  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s ,  
documents, o r  any th ing  t h a t  may h e l p  u s ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
g e t t i n g  them. W e  w i l l  copy it and send  it back t o  you. 

Other  t han  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made t o  you by Capta in  
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MICHLES, d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  by e i t h e r  t h e  B/4 /3  o r  C/1/20? 

A. Not by B Company. A t  no t ime d i d  I h e a r  any rumors 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t hey  d i d  some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g .  However, I 
say  aga in ,  t h a t  I d i d  h e a r  about  C/1/20. 

Q. Were you e v e r  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  p o s s i b l e  unneces-
s a r y  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s  by Task Force Barker?  

A. No, sir.  I n  f a c t ,  one o f  t h e  men I r e s p e c t e d  a 
l o t  was Major CALHOUN. I thought  h e  w a s  a f i n e  o f f i c e r ,  and 
h e  was very  s i n c e r e ,  t o  m e ,  i n  h i s  job. H e  t r i e d  t o  do what 
was r i g h t .  H e  h a t e d  t o  s e e  anybody from o u r  u n i t  g e t  k i l l e d ,  
and h e  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  murder. Both him and Colonel  BARKER 
were very f i n e  o f f i c e r s ,  a s  f a r  as I know. 

Q. Do you know i f  t h e r e  was any problems w i t h  mar i juana  
i n  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. S i r ,  one t i m e  when we were on LZ Upt igh t ,  and I 
d o n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e ,  w e  had a man--where's t h e  r o s t e r  and 
I ' l l  g i v e  you t h e  name o f  t h e  man who r e c e i v e d  t h e  marijuana--  
JEFFERS who was s t a t i o n e d  a t  Chu L a i ,  a t  b a s e  camp. I he lped  
handle  t h e  m a i l . ,  and anyway it had 1st  P la toon  on it. I guess  
JEFFERS had been i n  t h e  1st P la toon  b e f o r e  h e  was wounded, and 
h e  s t a y e d  back a t  b a s e  camp t o  h e l p  resupply .  And h e  s e n t  it 
t o  t h e  pointman o f  t h e  1st P la toon .  Anyway Cap ta in  MICHLES 
c o n f i s c a t e d  i t  and found it w a s  mari juana c i g a r e t t e s .  

Q. I n  an envelope? 

A. R igh t ,  b u t  BOGEAR--I mean DAHNER l e f t  t h e  p l a c e  
unguarded, and . a p p a r e n t l y  t h i s  guy c a m e  i n  and took t h e  c iga-  
r e t t e s  away from him. And t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  t i m e  t h a t  I can 
t h i n k  of-- 

Q. (interposing)' Who w a s  supposed t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
c i g a r e t t e s ?  

A .  I t  had on it 1st p l a toon .  Tha t  is a l l  t h a t  w a s  
w r i t t e n  on it. HOOTON w a s  one,  I ' m  s u r e .  

Q - One what? 

A. Hooton w a s  one o f  t h e  people--in f a c t ,  I t h i n k  it 
may have had p o i n t  t e a m .  I t h i n k  HOOTON was on t h e  p o i n t  team. 
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TITTLE, I b e l i e v e  h i s  name was TITTLE. 

Q- What d id  he do? 

A. H e  was t h e  p o i n t  team. They were permanent po in t .  
They w e r e  k ind  of a rough bunch. 

Q- What platoon was t h i s ?  

A. The 1st Platoon. TITTLE, TAYLOR, HOOTON, and one 
o t h e r  guy--there were four  of them, and they  volunteered t o  
be permanent p o i n t .  Then TAYLOR got  h i t ,  and TITTLE got  u l -  
cers, and I d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  guys. 

Q. You say TITTLE got  u l c e r s ?  

A. Yes, sir. I may be wrong on t h i s  t h i n g  about 
JEFFERS; i t  could have been NEEDLE. NEEDLE was k ind  of--I  
d i d n ' t  know him very wel l .  

Q- That s e n t  t h e  c i g a r e t t e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I t h i n k  it was JEFFERS though. I d o n ' t  
want t o  be quoted on it. It could have been NEEDLE. Both of  
them w e r e  i n  t h e  r e a r .  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  permanent 
p o i n t  man. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can recognize h i s  name e i t h e r .  

Q. You mean a f t e r  t h e  c i g a r e t t e s  were conf i sca ted  
they  w e r e  again s t o l e n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did they  f i n d  them? 

A. N o ,  sir.  And we c a l l e d  TITTLE i n  and, of  course,  
he  denied it. I was i n  t h e  CP t e n t  when Captain MICHLES read 
him t h e  A r t i c l e  31. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  member of t h e  
p o i n t  team. 

Q- Did you have any reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  members 
of B Company w e r e  high on marijuana a t  t h e  time of t h i s  
opera t ion?  
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A .  No, s i r ,  a t  no time. 

Q - Did you have any reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a 
s e r i o u s  problem wi th  marijuana i n  B Company? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a s e r i o u s  problem. I d o n ' t  
be l i eve  i t  was. 

Q. But t h e s e  marijuana c i g a r e t t e s  were s e n t  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  element o f  t h e  1st Platoon? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  You mentioned BOGEAR's name. 

A. I d i d n ' t  mean t o .  . I  meant t h e  f i r s t  s e rgean t .  
DAHNER . 
Q - And i n  mentioning F i r s t  Sergeant  DAHNER's  name, 
you mentioned t h a t  how? 

A. H e  w a s  supposed t o  have guarded t h e  c i g a r e t t e s .  

Q. Captain BOATMAN, we have an a l l e g a t i o n  by a 
Vietnamese female who l i v e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Co Lay ( 2 )  
t h a t  on t h e  16 th  of March she  was raped twice by two Ameri- 
can s o l d i e r s , ,  and the American t roops  i n  t h a t  a r e a  on t h a t  
day k i l l e d  9 0  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  What is  your r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h a t  s ta tement?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it, because 
I was i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e  next  day, and t h e r e  Werd no-- tha t ' s  
what I say.  I d i d n ' t  be l i eve  it. I had my doubts about 
t h e  30 being k i l l e d .  I d i d n ' t  s ee  any women. She must have 
been an o l d  woman. I d i d n ' t  even s e e  any young women. 

Q. She w a s  born i n  1 9 3 3 .  

A.  I d i d  see  some young women in t h e  Ky Xuyen a r e a ,  
b u t  none i n  t h e  Co Lay area .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e r e  could have been 9 0  bodies  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  could have been disposed of between t h e  t i m e  
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t h e  1st Platoon went over  t h e r e  and B Company c losed  on it -
t h e  next  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  Lieutenant  
WILLINGHAM would allow t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace .  

Q. You t h i n k  t h a t  Lieutenant  WILLINGHAM would allow 
t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  You th ink  t h a t  Lieutenant  WILLING-
HAM knew everything t h a t  was going on t h a t  day i n  h i s  p l a t o ~ n ?  

I::? ' 

A. I th ink  he would have known i f  t h a t  many people had 
been k i l l e d .  

\ 

Q Do you th ink  anykhing l i k e  t h i s  could have happened
tha next  day? 

'3 I.. 
A .,-12; NO, s ir ,  n o t  a t  a l l ,  because I never heard t h a t  
much f i r i n g .  

MR WALSH: Did you see  anybody dropping hand grenades i n  t h e  
hootches t h e  s?cond day? 

A. No, sir. NO,  sir.  

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you, cap ta in ,  Exh ib i t  M-23 
which i s  an America1 News Sheet  da ted  March 17th  and ask you 
i f  t h a t  is  The News Sheet  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  when you g o t  back from t h i s  opera t ion?  

(Witness examines t h e  document.) 

A. ( ~ e a d i n g )  I t  was a h o t  LZ. 

Q • Now remember, they a r e  t a l k i n g  both about C 
Company and B Company i n  t h e  account.  Why d o n ' t  you take  a 
c l o s e r  look a t  it. 

A. I d o n ' t  ever  remember t h i s  one, 69 men k i l l e d  
by a b a t t e r y .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  one. 

Q. You are r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t h i r d  paragraph of the  
second column of t h e  f i r s t  page, and you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n- -
of hea r ing  t h a t  69 Vietnamese w e r e  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  
1 6 t h  i n  t h e  a r e a  of C Company's opera t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q That would be a p r e t t y  high body count f o r  a 
b a t t e r y  t o  g e t  i n  one opera t ion ,  wouldn ' t  i t ?  
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A. 	 W e l l ,  yes .  I t ' s  un l ike ly .  

Q- Did you have any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  when B Ba t t e ry  
k i l l e d  69 people  dur ing  a prep? 

A. , 	 N O ,  sir. 

Q. 	 Would you remember i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* You would? 

A. 	 Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would have. 

Did you h e a r  any d i scuss ion  about t h i s  when you g o t  Q a  


back? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  about  t h i s ,  69  people  be ing  k i l l e d .  
I s u r e  c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  I a m  a l i t t l e  puzzled,  c a p t a i n .  This  appar- 
e n t l y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime you have noted t h e  6 9  body count  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. 	 Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And I t h i n k  you s a i d  t h a t  you noted  from The -
America1 N e w s  L e t t e r  when you go t  back t h e  count  o f  1 2 8  
k i l l e d  VC and only  3 weapons? 

A. 	 Y e s .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  69. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  remember any d i scuss ion  among 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  people  over  t h i s ?  

A. 	 I s u r e  d o n ' t ,  sir. 

COL WILSON : Captain BOATMAN, do. you have any f u r t h e r  tes t imony 
o r  in format ion  t h a t  might h e l p  us o r  any s t a t emen t  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  make? 

A. 	 NO,  sir.  I ' v e  t r i e d  t h e  b e s t  I could today ,  sir ,  
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t o  r e c o l l e c t ,  and I know a l o t  of it i s  misplaced, b u t  i t ' s  a s  

accura te  a s  I can g e t  and be t r u t h f u l  with you. 


Q. You a r e  speaking p r imar i ly  of your annota t ions  on 
t h e  photograph? 

* 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  I understand t h a t  i t ' s  d i f f i -
cqqt  t o  remember 2 years  ago and be accura te  with it. How-
e v e r ,  i f  we g e t  enough people t o  p i e c e  t h i s  t h i n g  toge the r  c ,  
l i k e  t h i s ,  we should be a b l e  t o  come up w i t h  an answer. 

A.  I w i l l  say t h a t  t h e  people i n  Task Force Barker 
wege very proud t o  be i n  it and t o  work under Colonel BARKER. 
Maybe it might have been wrong, b u t  he l e t  t h e  company com- 
mqqtder run t h e  show. He t o l d  him what t o  do, and they  d i d  
it. He d i d n ' t  h a r r a s s  them l i k e  some b a t t a l i o n  commanders 
d id .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  by any chance see  Colonel BARKER come 
i n t o  t h e  l a a g e r  a rea  t h a t  f i r s t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I cannot remember him coming i n  on 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I know he came i n  on t h e  19 th  before  
t h e  e x t r a c t i o n .  I know t h a t .  

Q- Did he  t a l k  t o  any i n d i v i d u a l s  before  they were 
p u l l e d  ou t?  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him, sir. 

&. What d i d  he say? Did he say anything about t h e  
opera t ion?  

A. H e  thought it was success fu l .  I remember him 
say ing  t h a t ,  and I a l s o  remember t h e  s ta tement  of Sergeant  
JOHNSON t h a t ,  by God, we could t a k e  t h e s e  60  mi l l ime te r  
rounds back and show t h e  people back a t  br iqade  headquar- 
t e r s  t h a t  w e  d i d  t ake  incoming. That i s  t h e  only  time I 
can remember t a l k i n g  t o  him on t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q. Did you see  Colonel HENDERSON with him? 

A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  s e e  Colonel HENDERSON b u t  one 
time t h e  whole t ime I was i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I s a w  General LIPSCOMB 
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a l o t  o f  t i m e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  He came o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d  a l o t .  
But I never  saw Colonel  HENDERSON. 

Q. How about  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you see him 
any then?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. When you s a w  General  LIPSCOMB, where d i d  you see 
him? 

A. I s a w  him t ime and t ime aga in .  He dropped i n  on 
us when SPRAGGINS was h i t .  H e  dropped i n  on a t  LZ D o t t i e  
t h e  day my baby was born on February 22nd, and I gave him a 
c i g a r .  I knew him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know Colonel  HENGERSON very 
w e l l .  

Q. Did General  LIPSCOMB come o u t  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
a r e a s  l i k e  t h i s  o f t e n ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q - Did h e  spend any t ime o u t  t h e r e  o r  d i d  he--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, I wouldn ' t  say  he  g o t  o u t  and 
walked w i t h  us .  He j u s t  g o t  o u t  t o  s ee  how t h e  t r o o p s  w e r e  
g e t t i n g  a long  which I thought  was good. 

Q Do you have any f u r t h e r  s t a t emen t s?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Cap ta in ,  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your
tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  
w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  excep t  i n  performance o f  
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
There i s  a l e g i s l a t i v e  committee s i t t i n g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  
t h i n g .  You cou ld  be  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t ' s  l i k e l y ,  b u t  i n  any case t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  t h a t  I j u s t  
o rde red  would n o t  b e  i n  e f f e c t .  I n  o t h e r  words, you may 
d i s c u s s  w i t h  them any q u e s t i o n s  they  ask o f  you. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you are n o t  going t o  b e  a w i t n e s s  i n  
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t h e  cour t -mar t i a l  case  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  b u t  if 
you a r e  c i t e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  t h i s - o r d e r  i s  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  


Q =  Do you have any ques t ions?  


A. NO, sir. 

Q. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  very much your  making a  long t r i p  
and coming i n .  The h e a r i n g . w i l 1  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1650 hours ,  1 9  January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BOGEAR, Gerald A. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Supply Sect ion,B/4/3,  
Spent  most of  t ime wi th  t r a i n s  s e c t i o n .  

1 PRIOR TRAINING I N  THE RULES OF LAND WARFARE. ' 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  on t h e  
hand l ing  o f  PW's o r  noncombatants (pgs.  3,  5 ) .  H e  had no 
i n s t r u c t i o n  on lhe r u l e s  of  l and  war fa re  (pg. 5 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  had never  b e f o r e  seen t h e  MACV Card "Nine Rules" 
(pg. 4 ) .  While he  had seen t h e  MACV Card "The Enemy i n  
Your Hands", he had never  had t h e  c a r d  i s s u e d  t o  him 
(pg. 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  go through any t r a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  
u n i t  when it g o t  t o  Vietnam, because he had been i n j u r e d  
(pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  

2 .  RECOLLECTION OF A TASK FORCE BARKER OPERATION. 

While t h e  w i t n e s s  remembered something about  an 
o p e r a t i o n  between Duc Pho and Chu ~ a i ,  he d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  i t  
t o  16 March (pgs.  6 ,  8 )  . He never  went i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  on 
an o p e r a t i o n  h i m s e l f ,  and he  on ly  r e c a l l e d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
mentioned because t h e r e  was resupply  and communications 
d i f f i c u l t y  (pgs.  3,  8 ) .  H e  never  handled  any PW's, and 
c i v i l  noncombatants were never  brought  back t o  h i s  a r e a  
(pg. 9 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  be ing p a r t  o f  Task Force Barker 
because of  t h e  nickname "Barker ' s  Bas ta rds"  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  
which he d i d  n o t  know (pgs. 7 ,  12 ) . 
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3 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

He never  heard  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a Task Force 
Barker  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 9 ) .  He hea rd  no rumors about  non-
combatants be ing  k i l l e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  o r  m i s t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  
Task Force Barker  a r e a  (pgs.  11, 1 2 ) .  Nobody ever "r ibbed"  
him about  be ing  i n  Task Force Barker  f o r  t h a t  reason (pg. 1 2 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  H i s  d u t i e s .  

The w i t n e s s  never  went o u t  i n  a chopper t o  p i c k  up 
c a s u a l t i e s ,  n o r  d i d  he r e c e i v e  them a t  t h e  LZ when they 
w e r e  b rought  i n  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  work d i r e c t l y  w i t h  
company supp ly ,  b u t  he  saw t h o s e  people  q u i t e  o f t e n  (pg .10) .  

b .  Assessment of EBINGER. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  EBINGER was "no good" 
and had a poor a t t i t u d e  (pgs .  1 0 ,  11). BOGEAR never  
heard  EBINGER complain about  t h e  mis t rea tment  of  ~ i e t n a m e s e  
(pg. 11). H e  d i d  n o t  know who EBINGER' s  f r i e n d s  were (pg.11). 

c. Assessment o f  Task Force Barker .  

The w i t n e s s  thought  t h a t  Task Force Barker  was a 
good o r g a n i z a t i o n  which seemed t o  f u n c t i o n  w e l l  (pgs.  1 2 ,  
1 3 ) .  

U s e  o f  mar i juana .  

Whi1.e he thought  t h a t  many people used mar i juana  
i n  Vietnam he knew o f  no mar i juana  problem t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  
t h e  opera t i .ona1 a r e a  (pg. 1 3 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTZS 

Witness never saw 
U V W  d  "Nine Rules" before. 
MACV Card "The Enemy in Witness had seen 

M- 3 Your Hands1' card: but it was 
not issued to him. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1606 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970 .) 

COL WILSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL 
WILSON, MR WALSH, LTC NOLL, M A J  ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ THOMAS. 

The next  witness  is S t a f f  Sergeant Gerald A. 
BOGEAR. ( S S G  BOGEAR was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  f o l l o w s : ~  

P lease  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  and S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number. 

A. Gerald A .  BOGEAR, S t a f f  Sergeant ,  E - 6 ,  

RCDR: S t a t e  your branch of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and 
duty s t a t i o n .  

A. My branch i s  I n f a n t r y .  I am assigned t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army Advisory Group i n  Chicago, I l l i n o i s .  My 
duty s t a t i o n  i s  DesPlaines,  I l l i n o i s .  

COL WTLSON: Before we  proceed, I would l i k e  t o  inform you of 
s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

The Peers Inqui ry  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by the Sec-
r e t a r y  o f - t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  the 
purpose o f  determining f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and recom- 
mendations concerning t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  of March 1 6 ,  
1968. 

I n  conducting h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  General PEERS 
determined t h a t  it was necessary t o  have a complete i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  ground and a i r  ope ra t ions  of  Son My Vi l l age  
a r e a ,  which included t h e  B Comnany opera t ions  over  on t h e  
c o a s t .  This opera t iona l  knowledge t h a t  h e  needs i s  f o r  t h e  
pe r iod  of 1 6  through 19 March 1968, and maybe 20 March; we're 
no t  s u r e .  H e  t h e r e f o r e  appointed t h i s  board,  which i s  r e f e r -
r e d  t o  as in te rv iew team C ,  t o  ques t ion  personnel  of B/4/3 
and prepa,re a complete d e s c r i p t i o n . o f  t h e  u n i t  opera t ion .  

You may expect  General PEERS o r  any member of t h e  
board t o  appear a t  anytime. 
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Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t aken  under o a t h .  A ver -
ba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared.  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  is  b e i n g  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  taken  by t h e  re-
p o r t e r .  

Although the g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  your tes t imony o r  
p a r t s  of  it may become a m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

During t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  t h e  team w i l l  f o l l ow a  chron-
o l o g i c a l  sequence o f  q u e s t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  series of ques-
t i o n s  w i l l  b e  concerned wi th  t r a i n i n g  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  and a f t e r  
e n t e r i n g  the Republic of Vietnam. The second s e r i e s  of ques-
t i o n s  w i l l  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat as-
s a u l t  on t h e  16 th  of March, 1968. The t h i r d  series w i l l  b e  
concerned w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 16 ,  17 ,  1 8 ,  and 19 March, The 
f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  be  concerned wi th  any p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i -
g a t i o n s  o r  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  
1 6 t h  March. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

a 
A. No, I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q What w a s  your  assignment on 16 March 1968? @ 
P 

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  I was wi th  Bravo Company. I 
was i n  what t hey  c a l l  t h e  t r a i n s  a r e a .  I was i n  t h e  supply  
s e c t i o n .  W e  r a n  r e supp ly  and acqui red  a l l  o f  t h e  i t ems  from 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  channels  and made s u r e  t hey  were ready t o  be 
p u t  on a h e l i c o p t e r  o r  any mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and taken  
o u t  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q- Were you with B Company i n  March of 1968? 

A. R igh t ,  I would have been,  sir.  R igh t ,  sir. L e t ' s  
see, March of  1968. W e  went ove r  i n  1967. 

Q. You went o v e r  i n  December? 

A. December of 1967, r i g h t .  I w a s  t h e r e ,  sir.  I 
was t h e r e  f o r  a y e a r ,  and I s p e n t  my e n t i r e  t ime ,  up u n t i l  
June when t h e y  had a MARS s t a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  company i n  t h e  
t r a i n s  a r ea .  

Q. Where was t h e  t r a i n s  a r e a ?  
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A. W e l l ,  w e  had one when I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  t h a t  they 
c a l l e d  Carantan, and then ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e ,  we 
moved up near  Chu Lai ,  up t o  an a r e a  up t h e r e  across  from 
the a i r p o r t ,  across  from t h e  highway, and I d o n ' t  know i f  
t h e r e  was a name on t h a t  o r  not .  

Q. What was your duty assignment i n  t h e  company? 

A. I understand they  c a r r i e d  me as  a squad l e a d e r ,  
and i n  my records  it shows t h a t  I was a squad l eader .  

Q. What p la toon were you ass igned t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 1 s p e n t  a l l  of my time 
i n  t h e  t r a i n s  a r e a  wi th  resupply.  

Q e  
Did you go on any opera t ion  wi th  t h e  u n i t ?  

A.  I was only i n  t h e  f i e l d  one t ime,  and I was i n  
the chopper then.  I had t o  have a f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  s i g n  a 
p i e c e  of paper f o r  me. That i s  t h e  only time I was o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. Did you e v e r  spend any t i m e  a t  D o t t i e  o r  Uptight? 

A. No, sir.  I was o u t  t h e r e ,  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a paper o u t  
and drop it o f f ,  b u t  o t h e r  than  *a t ,  a s  f a r  a s  spending over-
n i g h t  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  no. 

Q- Were you wl th  t h e  11 th  Brigade be fo re  they l e f t  
Hawaii? 

A. Right ,  sir.  I was one of t h e  o r i g i n a l  people i n  
t h e  br igade.  

Q- Was t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  given be fo re  t h e  
movement t o  the Republic of Vietnam? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  b a s i c  i d e a  of our  t r a i n i n g ,  
t o  Vietnam, from what I understand. 

Q Did you rece ive  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  over  t h e r e  on 
handl ing p r i soners  of war o r  noncombatants? 

A. I d i d n ' t ,  no. 
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Q Were you wi th  t h e  u n i t  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you r e c e i v e  any t r a i n i n g  a t  a l l  with t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Right ,  I d i d ,  sir. 

Q 0 Did you rece ive  any t r a i n i n g  pre l iminary  t o  over-
s e a s  movement from Hawaii? 

A. I s p e n t  t i m e  . i n  t h e  f i e l d  with t h e  t roops  a s  a 
squad l e a d e r  f o r  a whi le ,  and then, I go t  h u r t  and went t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  I came back and was p u t  i n  t h e  
t r a i n s .  

Q. That -was when you went t o  t h e  t r a i n s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Sergeant ,  I show you Exhibi t  M-2, a f a c s i m i l e  of  
a pocket-s ize card  which is e n t i t l e d ,  "Nine Rules". The card  
is red  w i t h  MACV i n s i g n i a  on it. Have you e v e r  seen  t h a t  
card? 

A. It does n o t  look f a m i l i a r  t o  me, sir .  I d o n ' t  
remember see ing  it, sir, 

Q. Exhib i t  M-3 is a f a c s i m i l e  of another  MACV ca rd  
e n t i t l e d ,  "The Enemy I n  Your Hand". Have you seen  t h a t  card?  

A. I th ink  I have seen t h a t ,  sir.  

Q- The back of  it i s  on t h e  next  page. 

A. I have seen  t h a t .  

Q- Were you e v e r  i s sued  one of these  cards?  

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  whether I was o r  n o t ,  sir. 

Q =  D o  you r e c a l l  any of ' t he  o t h e r  t roops  having these  
cards? 

A. No, n o t  offhand,  I d o n ' t .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  any t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  i n  
Vietnam regarding  PW's ,  noncombatants, and t h e  r u l e s  of 
land  warfare? 

A. If they  had it, I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  on it. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  company went through a 
per iod  of t r a i n i n g  upon a r r i v a l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  they d i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  a r e a  s e v e r a l  t imes 
whenever it was s t a t i o n a r y .  

Q Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. I d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  

& You d i d n ' t  go through any t r a i n i n g  wi th  t h e  u n i t  
a f t e r  they got  t o  Vietnam? 

A. I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  

MAJ ZYCHOWSKI : Sergeant  BOGEAR, you s a i d  t h a t  you were work-
ing  i n  the  r e a r  t r a i n s .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yeah, I was working i n  t h e  r e a r  t r a i n s .  I ' d  go t o  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and pick up any s u p p l i e s  t h a t  they requested and 
g e t  them ready t o  be shipped ou t  t o  t h e  u n i t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  members of  B Company t h a t  were 
working t h e r e  wi th  you, assigned with you? 

A. Y e s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  names of  t h e  ones t h a t  were 
down sou th ,  though. L e t ' s  s e e ,  we had a supply se rgean t  t h a t  
was i n  t h e r e .  Of course ,  he was n o t  a c t u a l l y  i n  t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  s e c t i o n  t h a t  1 worked wi th .  

Q What I am r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  you have a n  MOS,  I assume, 
a s  an infantryman? 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q Well, what I was looking f o r ,  were o t h e r  i n f a n t r y -
men assigned t o  a p la toon o r  a squad t h a t  were working a s  sup-
p ly  personnel o r  i n  t h e  r e a r  t r a i n s ,  a s  you mentioned? 
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A* 
i n  
Yes 
t h e  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  names of t h e  people who w e r e  
t h e  u n i t .  Of course ,  I knew Sergeant VANN, who was h e r e  
te rday  and today,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  people who w e r e  
r e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time t h a t  w e  were t a l k i n g  about he re .  

Q I f  I showed you a r o s t e r  of t h e  company, could 
you p ick  out  t h e  personnel?  

A. Poss ib ly ,  maybe one o r  two of them. 

COL WILSON: Do you know where they  a r e  now? 

No, I d o n ' t ,  sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  an opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  on 
the  16 th  of March? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e ,  sir. 
CO 

9. Did you ever  have anything t o  do wi th  handl ing 4 
c a s u a l t i e s ?  a 

Severa l  t imes we went--I had t o  go t o  t h e  morgue PCA. 
over  a t  2d Surg, it was a f i e l d  h o s p i t a l ,  and went over  rl 

t h e r e  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  and I d i d n ' t  f i n d  people t h a t  had been 
s h o t .  

Q This is f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes? 

A. Right.  

Q* Did you e v e r  have t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  choppers and 
pick up c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, I never  d i d ,  s i r .  

Q Did you have t o  r e c e i v e  c a s u a l t i e s  a t  t h e  landing 
zone a f t e r  they were brought i n ?  

A .  N o ,  I never d i d  t h a t , .  The only time I had t o  g e t  
any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  l i k e  I say ,  was when I was a t  Chu Lai  when 
we were i n  our  a r e a  up t h e r e ,  and t h a t  was j u s t  probably 5 o r  
6 mi les  across  i n t o  t h e  compound where t h e '  h o s p i t a l  was. 

Q Now, back i n  your a r e a ,  what d i d  you have mostly? 
Rations? Ammunition? 
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A. W e  had t o  supply t h e  t roops  wi th  whatever they 
c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t  was a v a i l a b l e :  r a t i o n s ,  ammunition. 

Q Where were t h e  messes? 

A. We u s u a l l y  had the mess h a l l  with us  i n  t h e  t r a i n s  
a r e a ,  and they prepared t h e  food and it went on t h e  same chop-
p e r  a s  a l l  of t h e  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  went on. 

Q- Now, was t h e  mess t h a t  went t o  t h e  t roops  i n  an 
opera t iona l  a r e a ,  t h i s  food was prepared from t h e  f i r e  bases?  

A. W e l l ,  i t a l l  depended on t h e  ' s i t u a t i o n  and where 
they were resupplying from. Where w e  resupply ,  usua l ly  t h e  
food came from t h e r e .  But we would g e t  our  s u p p l i e s  ready,  
and we  always had t o  inform the mess se rgean t  how many people 
they c a l l e d  they  had i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day, and t h a t  was a l l  
included i n  our  e s t ima te  of what we needed i n  o rde r  t o  s h i p  
o u t  t o  them. 

Q. Do you remember Task Force Barker? 

A. I heard of i t ,  s i r ,  I s u r e  d i d .  

Q - DO you rememeber being a  p a r t  of Task Force Bar-
k e r ?  

A .  I do, sir. 

Q- Why do you remember t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  mainly, sir, because they  c a l l e d  us "Barker 's  
Bastards ." 

Q Anything e l s e ?  

A. That is about a l l ,  sir. That i s  t h e  main th ing  
I remember. They had t h m e  round patches t h a t  they  made up 
with p l a s t i c  on t h e  ou t s ide .  

Q. A t  t h e  time Task Force Barker was opera t ing ,  they 
were opera t ing  up t h e r e  e a s t  of Highway 1, up n o r t h e a s t  of 
Quang Ngai. D o  you remember t h a t  a r e a ?  Do you know t h a t  
a r e a  a t  a l l ?  
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A. I w a s  never n o r t h  of Chu Lai.  

Q You d i d n ' t  go nor th  of Chu Lai? South of Chu Lai .  
It was between--you know where Quang Ngai is. Do you know 
where Quang Ngai Ci ty  was? 

A. Roughly. 

MR WALSH: I t  is n o r t h  of Duc Pho? 

A. North of Duc Pho, 

COL WILSON: Yes, nor th  of Duc Pho, between Duc Pho and 
Chu Lai.  

A. I remember something about opera t ions  n o r t h  up 
the re .  

Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  going i n t o  t h a t  a rea?  oe 
r"" 

I myself ,  pe r sona l ly ,  was never i n  t h e r e .  u 

&. Do you r e c a l l  any s ta tements  about an opera t ion  @P 
i n  t h e r e  f o r  about 4 o r  5 days back i n  March 1968, about 
3 months a f t e r  you g o t  i n t o  t h e  country? 

A. I remember t h a t  we had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g
supp l i e s  t o  them about t h a t  t ime. I d o n ' t  know how they 
d id  resupply.  We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any supp l i e s  t o  them f o r  
any reason. There was no communications f o r  some reason.  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  was about t h e  only i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I r e c a l l  about 
t h a t  time. 

Q. What you d i d ,  a c t u a l l y ,  i n  t h e  case o f  be ing  B 
Company's t r a i n  s e r g e a n t ,  t h e  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  you s e n t  o u t  fo r  
B Company went t o  t h e  f i r e  base? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Sometimes they  d i d  a d  sometimes they went r i g h t  
t o  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Right ou t  t o  t h e  f ie ld '?  

A. Right. 

Q So i t  could be e i t h e r  case? 
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A. It. could be e i t h e r  way, depending on where they 
w e r e .  That w e  d o n ' t  know. 

Q Who d i d  you have t o  a s s i s t  you? 

A. Well, l e t ' s  s e e ,  w e  had our  S p e c i a l i s t  SHEAVER-
FIELD t h e r e .  I th ink  h i s  f i r s t  name was Paul ,  and I had 
o t h e r  people under--

9. ( In terpos ing)  Did any of  your a s s i s t a n t s  eve r  
go ou t  with t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a rea?  

A. Some of them d i d ,  y e s ,  t o  t a k e  papers o u t  t o  be 
s igned and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  d e l i v e r  t h e  ma i l  and th ings  l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Did you ever  g e t  involved i n  t h e  handl ing o f  p r i s -
oners  of war? 

-A. NO, s i r ,  never d i d .  

Q. C i v i l  noncombatants? 

A, Never had any--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  They never d i d  b r i n g  them back t o  
your a rea?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Did you e v e r  hea r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  being made 
about an opera t ion  t h a t  took p lace  up i n  t h e  Task Force 
Barker a rea?  

A. Not while  we  were over  t h e r e ,  no, s i r .  Not u n t i l  
I , s t a r t e d  reading  t h e  papers when I g o t  back. 

Q =  You never d id  hea r  about it u n t i l  then? 

A. Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  I had heard  about it. 

Q Did you ever  know a man named EBINGER? 

A. Yes, sir ,  I do. 

Q- Did EBrNGER work f o r  you? 
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A. H e  d i d n ' t  work f o r  m e .  H e  was no t  assigned t o  
me personal ly .  He was back i n  t h e  base camp a l o t  of time. 
H e  served  most of h i s  time wi th  the  supply,  t h e  company supply.  

Q How is  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  from what you d id?  

A. The company supply suppl ied  us wi th  a l l  ou r  c l o t h e s ,  
anything t h a t  would come through S4 d i r e c t l y .  That is  t h e  
way they would t ake  c a r e  of t h a t ,  and mine was--I g o t  a l o t  
of mine from t h e  company supply and t h e  d i f f e r e n t  sources  
we had a v a i l a b l e .  

Q. You worked with t h e  company supply,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Not d i r e c t l y ,  no, s ir .  

Q .  You saw t h e  company supply people o f t e n ,  d i d n ' t  
you? 

A. Right ,  I saw t h e m  q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q Your equipment s u p p l i e s ,  and ammunition, and r a t i o n s  
t h a t  you s e n t  out  must have come through your company? 

A. I t  d i d ,  b u t  i t  came through, l o t  of i t ,  from our  
t r a i n s  which was back down by Duc Pho. I t  was shipped t o  
us by t ruck .  

Q - Who was your boss? 

A .  W e l l ,  I took most of my o rde r s  mostly from t h e  
f i r s t  s e rgean t .  

Q H e  was n o t  wi th  you, though, was he? 

A. No, he was down south  most of t h e  t ime, e i t h e r  
down south  o r  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q- Did you e v e r  t a l k  LO EBINGER? 

A. Because I had t o .  . -

Q .  Why do you say  t h a t ?  

A. H e  was no good, sir.  
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Q e  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A Y e s .  

Q. why? 

A. I j u s t  need n o t  say.  

Q. Did you ever  h e a r  him complain about mistreatment  
of Vietnamese? 

A. NO, I d i d n ' t ,  sir. 

Q You never d i d  h e a r  him say  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. If he d i d ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  
him, . s i r ,  because I d idn '  t l i k e  him t h a t  w e l l .  

Q - Did he have any f r i e n d s ?  

A. I would say ,  p o s s i b l y ,  n o t  t o o  many. 

& a  
I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i f  h e  had one,  who it 

was. 

A: I d o n ' t  t h ink  he  was too  w e l l  l i k e d ,  because of 
h i s  a t t i t u d e ?  

Q. what was h i s '  a t t i t u d e ?  

A. I would say it was r e a l  poor,  d e f i n i t e l y  wasn ' t  
someone you would l i k e  t o  have around t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

Q- You never r e a l l y  s a t  down and t a l k e d  t o  him f o r  
any l eng th  of t i m e ,  then?  

A. NO, s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  remember who he assoc ia ted  wi th?  

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any name t h a t  h e  was r e a l l y  chummy 
wi th .  

Q. Have you e v e r  heard any rumors while you were i n  
Vietnam o r  immediately a f t e r  you came back about noncombatants 
being k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  up i n ' t h e  Task Force Barker a rea?  
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A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  s ir .  Not u n t i l ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  j u s t  
r e c e n t l y  when t h i s  a l l  came ou t  i n  t h e  newspapers. 

Q ,That is t h e  f i r s t  you heard of i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  I was aware of it. 

Q - They c a l l e d  you "Barker ' s  Bastards.  " They were 
not t a l k i n g  about k i l l i n g  everybody? 

A. I never d id  f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  reason f o r  t h a t ,  sir. 

Q. You never heard about mistreatment  of Vietnamese 
o r  unnecessary k i l l i n g  up i n  t h a t  a r e a  by B o r  C Companies 
o r  any of t h e  u n i t s  by Task Force Barker. 

A. NO,  s i r .  

Q Nobody e v e r  r ibbed you about being i n  Task Force 
Barker f o r  t h a t  reason? 

A. I f  i t  was, I w a s n ' t  aware t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  rea-
son f o r  it. 

Q. I mean about s t a t i n g  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q - Nobody e v e r  came o u t  and s t a t e d  anything? 

A. No, nobody has eve r  s a i d  anything l i k e  t h a t  t o  
m e .  

Q What d i d  you t h i n k  of  Task Force Barker? '  

A. Well, r e a l l y ,  I never  thought anything about it. 

Q Did you t h i n k  it was a p r e t t y  good o rgan iza t ion?  

A. It seemed t o  be. 

B Did it func t ion  w e l l ?  

A. Everything seemed t o  go w e l l .  

Q Did it work any b e t t e r  f o r  you while  you w e r e  a t  
4/3?  Did you n o t i c e  any d i f f e r e n c e  i n  opera t ions?  
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A. The opera t ions  were p r e t t y  much t h e  same as  f a r  
a s  our being a b l e  t o  resupply.  W e  had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  
occas iona l ly  w i t h  communications, our  r ad ios  not  being a b l e  
t o  reach them, b u t  t h a t  was our  main communications. They 
would g e t  on t h e  n e t  and c a l l  us 6 o 'c lock  every n i g h t ,  and 
t h a t  is how w e  would g e t  our  resupply l i s t .  Occasionally , 
it would be re layed t o  us by some o t h e r  company t h a t  could 
h e a r  us.  

Q. Do you know of any mari juana problem t h a t  e x i s t e d  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t h e r e ?  

A. No. 

Q Pot? 

A. No, I t h i n k  everybody smoked p o t  over  t h e r e .  

Q. Everybody? 

A. I won t say  everybody, b u t  t h e r e  were those who 
d i d ,  t h a t  had t h e i r  s h a r e  of it. I d i d n ' t  know who they were. 

Q. Was t h a t  a problem a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was, r e a l l y .  

Q - Well, I was t a l k i n g  mostly about t h e  peowle going 
on t h e  opera t ions  o r  anybody t h a t  was going o u t  on these  
opera t ions .  Did you ever  have any of your people t h a t  worked 
f o r  you t h a t  you were concerned about us ing  po t?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t ,  slr. 

Q- Where'did most of t h e  p o t  come from? 

A. I don' t know. 

Q I n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  t h e  town? 

A. I don ' t  know, slr.  

Q Sergeant  BOGEAR, under t h e  circumstances,  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  you can provide us wi th  t h e  information w e  a r e  look-
ing  f o r ,  because it should have been i n  very c l o s e  con tac t  w i t h  
t h e  company a t  t h e  f i r e  bases--
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A. (Interposing) I didn't actually see too much of the 

company once it went out in the field. In fact, they were 

back several times on a stand down, 2 or 3-day break, and 

there were 2 or 3 times I didn't get to see them. I 

was north and they were back south at Duc Pho.. 


Q - I'm going to ask you to get with Major THOMAS a£-

ter this is over and see if there is any information you can 

provide us on witnesses and locations. I will advise you that 

you are ordered not to discuss your testimony with others, in- 

cluding other witnesses for this investigation, except in M e  

performance of official duty or as you may be required to do 

before a competent judicial, legislative, or administrative 

body. Do you have any questions on that? 

A. No, sir. 

he hearing recessed at 1636 hours, 14 January 
1970. ) 
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