John Kenneth Galbraith Oral History Interview — JFK#2, 09/12/2002
Administrative Information

Creator: John Kenneth Galbraith

Interviewer: Vicki Daitch

Date of Interview: September 12, 2002

Place of Interview: Cambridge, Massachusetts
Length: 20 pages

Biographical Note

Galbraith was an economist, educator, author, and diplomat. During his career, he was a
Professor of Economics at Harvard University (1949-1975), and served as Ambassador to India
(1961-1963). In this interview, he and his wife (Catherine “Kitty” Galbraith) discuss President
Kennedy’s leadership during the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Bay of Pigs, the selection of
Lyndon B. Johnson for vice president, and Johnson’s political strengths, among other issues.

Access
Open.

Usage Restrictions

According to the deed of gift signed May 27, 2003, copyright of these materials has been
assigned to the United States Government. Users of these materials are advised to determine the
copyright status of any document from which they wish to publish.

Copyright

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions specified in
the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction. One
of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any
purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later
uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excesses of “fair use,” that user may be liable
for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order
if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve violation of copyright law. The
copyright law extends its protection to unpublished works from the moment of creation in a
tangible form. Direct your questions concerning copyright to the reference staff.

Transcript of Oral History Interview

These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room of the
John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character recognition and
the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts. Some formatting changes
were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have occurred at the bottoms of the pages
of the original transcripts. If researchers have any concerns about accuracy, they are encouraged
to visit the Library and consult the transcripts and the interview recordings.



Suggested Citation
John Kenneth Galbraith, recorded interview by Vicki Daitch, September 12, 2002, (page
number), John F. Kennedy Library Oral History Program.



‘g Jobm Fitzgerald Kennedy Library

W)
% . 2 .

iy,

Fit's

Columbia Point  Bosion, Massachuselts 02125-3398

ORAL HISTORY AGREEMENT

This will confirm my understanding and agreement with the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) with respect to my participation in an oral interview
conducted by the Oral History Project of the John F. Kennedy Library.

I. The interview(s) will be taped and a transcript of the tapes will be made by the
Library. A copy of the tapc and a transcript (collectively called the “Work™), will be
maintained by the Library and made available to the public in accordance with its
rules and general policies for research and other scholarly purposes.

Fd

As soon as the transcription in complete, the Work will be made available to
researchers as part of the JFK Oral History Project.

3. 1hereby grant, assign, and transfer to NARA all rights, title, and interest in the Work,
including literary rights and the copyright, except that I shall retain the right to copy,
use, and publish the Work in part or in full until the earlier of my death or until the
year 20

‘g

This agreement contains our entire and complete understanding.

Name Den Kornehn ?:_glb(‘in. .

Address 30 Capncls (luenus
Cpwmi, MA 03¢

Signature %/ﬂ/{ é//

Date Y ] S‘.L,"»‘j 0%

A Presidenitial Library Admirustered by the National Archives and Recortds Administration




John Kenneth Galbraith—JFK #2

Table of Contents

Page Topic

16 John F. Kennedy’s [JFK] inaugural address

18, 20 Chinese attack of India

19, 23 Kennedy’s leadership during the Cuban Missile Crisis

21 Kennedy’s leadership during the Bay of Pigs

25 Political relationship between Lyndon B. Johnson and JFK
26, 32 Comparing Johnson’s political strengths to JFK

29 Choosing Johnson for vice president

32 Galbraith’s friendship with Johnson

33 Johnson and the Vietnam War



Second Oral History Interview
With
JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH

September 12, 2003
Cambridge, Massachusetts

by Vicki Daitch

For the John F. Kennedy Library

DAITCH: Again I'll just set up the tapes by saying...
GALBRAITH: Let me start over, | guess.

DAITCH: Okay. We were talking to John Kenneth Galtr, and we're talking about
the Inaugural Address.

GALBRAITH: Well, there's one thing that everyonstdéining to this should have in mind,
that the Inaugural Address of John F. Kennedy wgr®at success. It was
widely heard and uniformly praised. And this letmlhe major warning:

that you must always be suspicious of the numbeeople who claim to have participated. |

look at the Inaugural speech and unhandedly cordtuat the best parts were mine. And that
| think is true of others who worked on it. If &fle claims were right, this speech might still
be going on as we talk.

But it was a wonderful privilege, and | revisivit for a few matters of content, also
perhaps a little more rigorously for questions nfjiish expression. The last thing which |
would claim--I'm not going to make any generalmlaivas the very last, the very
conclusion, of the final draft. | was sent, for soreason, possibly to show it to the vice
president, sent with it up to the Hill, and | didtnhen feel that it ended very well. So |
wrote, or worked on, the last paragraph, althotmhsure that the president and Ted
Sorensen also had a role, and maybe a more importanThe concluding words are not in
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this draft that | have. Do you have another draft?

DAITCH:

begin...."

GALBRAITH:

let us begin...."

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

These are the ones that are from the web3itis is from the website at the
library. But it's in tiny little print, and I think's the same as that one,
although | only briefly reviewed it. You told mea@lid the words "Let us

Well, anyway, | thought it needed a hettonclusion. | adverted to the
statement that these tasks would not be finishedyifiorthcoming years
and the longer time, and that was the end of id Aadded the words, "But

That's beautiful. And they're here a fewagraphs up, right here on this
draft in the middle of the page. And then it goasaith a few more things.
What page?

This is page three in the middle of thisfdr

Because | have page two here. | canwbat you.... Point out what you're
showing me.

Right here.
That was mine, yes. Later that day wentvback to the White House or

wherever with John Strachey [Evelyn John St. LaacBiey], who had
come with us for the speech. And that was a gteditfor both Kennedy

and me when he asked what he liked the best, asditie”"Let us begin...."

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

He did?

And then the next thing that happenedswviaat someone wanted to know
whether that was a salute to some very high Isfigelie who was
prominent at the time called Begin [Menachem Begin]

Oh, no.... [Laughter] People come up witle ttrangest things. But that's
beautiful.

Can | tell you, going back to earlier s, my most formidable
recollection of a conversation with Kennedy? It wight after the Missile
Crisis, which was joined in time by the--so famasever knew by

accident--by the Russian Soviet invasion of Indieem@ the mountainous, highly
mountainous border.

KITTY:

Chinese invasion, not the Soviet invasion.
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GALBRAITH: | was a little surprised, as an old baveratic hand going back to FDR
[Franklin Delano Roosevelt], how much license | \vaiswed in handling
that Chinese attack. And it was not until the fanfew months ago on the

White House was released that | really knew it imesome measure deliberate. Somebody

comes into that meeting in the White House, yethenWhite House, and says, | think it was

Robert Kennedy, that we've just learned that n@aG@hinese have attacked, the Chinese

have attacked India.

Now we've just learned that the Chinese dexlkihg India. And the most agreeable
comment | ever heard on the thing came from Kennetlp said, "Oh, really! Galbraith is
handling that.”

KITTY: Well, you had your instructions to go backdyjust take care of everything,
that Washington was too busy.

DAITCH: Oh, my goodness!

KITTY: So that was wonderful. | remember that, hloappy he was.

DAITCH: Oh, yes.

GALBRAITH: |thought at the time that I'd had unasauthority, but I didn't know until
that film that it was legitimate.

DAITCH: So what film was this?
KITTY: Thirteen Days.
DAITCH: And | have patrticular recollections, as ymight think, of that period, and

there are two: one of considerable amusement \aldene that is deeply

important. Immediately the Missile Crisis was ou&rg senators came to
India to look into the war there and see what wagsplening. For some reason that | don't
remember, Nehru [Jawahrlal Nehru] was unavailaldhey obviously had to see a top
official. So | took them to see President Radh&kras [Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan], who, as
president, had all the appearance of an Oxford don.

KITTY: A very charming man.

GALBRAITH: Tall, well robed, handsome. | broughttime senators into the great
presidential hall, and he came down the stairs. thedhing that had
become evident by that time was the gross incapatihe Indian Army

and its leadership, particularly the leadershipatTgrovokes the first question about the very

guestionable general in command for the IndiansoAgrthe senators, the first question, they

said, "Mr. President, we have just heard on thertdht your General Kaul [QuarterMaster

General, Lt. General B. M. Kaul] has been captimgthe Chinese." To which
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Radhakrishnan replied, "Unfortunately, untrue.’avé never seen two senators quite so
shocked. And maybe | showed it myself.

The other thing that | remember, slightly mong@ortant, was coming back to
Washington after that war ended, as it certaintly dnhd going over to the White House in the
early evening to see the president. And he tookynhe arm and said, "Let's go to a
theater.... Let's go see a play." | inquired, andwatked down the hill down to a theater
that was somewhere down on Pennsylvania Avenuebleematter, I've forgotten the name
of it. And I've forgotten the name of the play. Buwg were ushered in and seated, as you
might expect, in the front row.

At intermission, we had to get out becausewsee overwhelmed with people who had a
message for the president or wanted an autograpa.cBuple of times we got up, walked
around behind the curtain, and sat--found some<lkiaere. He was talking on one of those
journeys, about the Missile Crisis. The word thaswtrongest then for me, and remains
strongest in my memory, was, "Ken, you have no ltm& much bad advice | had.” It might
have been a slightly different phrase.

DAITCH: Right. But he specifically said from...
GALBRAITH: But that was the force of it.
DAITCH: Who were the people that he felt that hd baen so mis-advised by?

GALBRAITH: Well, I would have to go back to the gmals and some of the more
militant civilians, including secretary of stateutBhere were also, better to
remembered, a very articulate group of opponemtshom the most

important and eloquent was George Ball [George Wi] Bindersecretary of state. He was a

great figure for common sense then and in latersyea Vietham. But the outcome, of

course, was wonderfully satisfactory. And, to samtnt, the horror of those days has been
partly forgotten. It's been replaced by the moreoss mistake in Asia.

KITTY: When the Missile Crisis was beginning, yoenrg on your way to the
United States, and you got as far as London. Ifakkeh off my horse and
broken a ligament in my back. I'd come home fromhhbspital, and they

had me on a board; | had to lie flat on my backh&aevent off in the evening to fly to

London and spend the night in London and go ohéd.inited States for some consultation.

He got as far as London and decided to go to thatéin and returned from it. He then got

word from the president, someone called from Wagbim the president....

GALBRAITH: The most brutal letter anybody ever got.

KITTY: It was a message.

GALBRAITH: "What the hell are you doing in Londoh@ant you back in Delhi."

KITTY: He didn't quite know what it was that....
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GALBRAITH: He didn't say, "l want you back."” "Geabk to Delhi!" Or, "Get back to
India!"

KITTY: And the Chinese, and the fact that justretttmoment we heard that the
Chinese had attacked. It was about the same timeakhe back, and | had
heard he was going to be gone for three weeksh@d my back board put

onto his double bed so | had more space for my ®aokl papers, and they carried me out. |

had just gotten settled when they told me he wasrg back the next morning, and | had to
get back to my own room. Oh, dear, so they hadto/ane back on my board. But |
remember that very well. | went through the whaldidan-Chinese crisis lying on the board
in my bedroom, for quite a while. Then | was abl&ind of get up with a kind of a brace
that Kennedy had with straps in front and.... Anthwhat | could get up and walk around,
but I had to get my clothes designed so they cgmavar the buttons.

Finally when the war ended, we went up toowavér fair in Delhi in a little.... We were
going up so that | could see the soldiers up th&el went up in a C-130 transport with my
brace on. They let me sit in the nose of the pland,they sat on--they had seats. They gave
me a camp stool. And when we were landing, thegalbuckled in their seats and told me.
There’s a pole. Hang onto that, don’t lean bacst, pend your knees, pretend you're skiing. |
did that with my broken back.

DAITCH: Oh, dear. And it worked apparently.

KITTY: Yes, it did. It was fine. Very interestinyery interesting trip.

GALBRAITH: Kitty was sitting on a large case whiblad the comforting words on it,
"TNT."

KITTY: When | saw a pilot | said set me down. TNMHe said, Oh. No. And then

came rushing in and it was labeled TNT, and hel tideconvince me it

wasn’'t TNT. Fortunately we didn't crash. It's@mazing flight to Dehli.
[TOO FAR AWAY FROM MICROPHONE TO HEAR CLEARLY.] Notdy could ever
walk that way [Inaudible]. And nobody had reallesdInaudible] the people in China
were doing. [Inaudible].

DAITCH: It must have been exciting, though.

GALBRAITH: You've seen my picture in my memoirstbét trip.

DAITCH: Mmmm hmmm.

GALBRAITH: But the best caption | ever wrote of thieture getting off the airplane and

being greeted by the military, the best captiondrevrote was: "Instant
Eisenhower [Dwight D. Eisenhower]."
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DAITCH: I loved your captions, by the way. One wotwords captured everything.
Can l ask you...? Ithink it's important to get baakennedy's feelings
about the Cuban Missile Crisis, which you spokékitn about shortly

after the fact. Did he tell you anything else abmstsense of what had happened and its

importance?

GALBRAITH: Well, that is to long ago that | wouldriftust my memory, except for things
| wrote at the time. But the overwhelming fact ia@nnedy's deep
mistrust of the advice he was getting, particulémdyn the military, and

from some of the more militarily-disposed civiliawso felt, some of them, that it was their

duty to outdo the generals.

DAITCH: Just to back up a little bit, you told ma duesday that we had been talking
about the fact that Kennedy had developed over éisne politician and a
person, an intellect. And you had been watching gniow, and you were

happy with the way that he was growing. But theun t@d me that you were very

disappointed with the way that he handled the Ba3igs. Can we talk about that a little bit?

GALBRAITH: Oh, this was a ghastly mistake, as heswrze first to say, or among the first
to say. And it happened because, as a new presitename into a
situation where that decision had, for all pradtmarposes, been made,

even to the point where Eisenhower is said to eared him that that was the one thing

from which he must not back off. That has to becklkd for accuracy. But that was said in
the sense [Inaudible] time. And here he was wieh@hA, the State Department under Dean

Rusk, the Pentagon, and the generals, and, ag, Isseme of his own staff, all committed to

going ahead. The few of us who had doubts were mergh on the side. | spent the night

before the Bay of Pigs, or most of it, writing amm@andum opposing the operation. But |

was only the distant ambassador to India, andmahy position for central discussion and
decision. There were others, including Arthur Ssimiger and George Ball. But the whole

central weight assumed the decision to be taken.

DAITCH: You know you said you were disappointediwitennedy about that, and |
think that among some historians the judgment ofri€ely has been harsh.
I'm not sure that it's fair in terms of what yourevsaying. For all intents
and purposes, the decision was made. What's yalysas of that?

GALBRAITH: Well, | make two points: First, no ondauld doubt it was a wrong
decision. Second, it was a wrong decision thatvapresident, taking
office and surrounded by civilian and military wars, would have

encountered, and did encounter, not resistancgisiuidssumed action. And that was what

Kennedy was up against. On the other side, he laadimgs from some old friends like

Schlesinger and Galbraith, one or two others, withbureaucratic position, no natural

knowledge of the subject, and no other really gfropponents. Or few other really strong

ones, | should say.
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DAITCH: Were there other ones that you can thinkvbd were maybe a little bit
more on the line?

GALBRAITH: I'd have to check my memory.

KITTY: Chester Bowles [Chester B. Bowles]?

GALBRAITH: Chester Bowles and George Ball wouldthe two most prominent.
DAITCH: | read before that the loss of life reaigunted Kennedy.
GALBRAITH: Beg pardon?

DAITCH: | read somewhere that the loss of lifeenms of the Cuban force really
haunted Kennedy. Do you know anything about that?

GALBRAITH: | think there's no doubt that it had twedfects on Kennedy: First, one for
which he was apologetic, very apologetic. He ditlike to look back on
that event. On the other hand, it had a deep eidnehinfluence. He knew

from that time on that you could not trust autorelty the whole organizational, the whole

bureaucratic advice, that it could be wrong. Whedyf as a footnote, the people that were on
the wrong side of that.... | called it the Bay o§®iit was the invasion of Cuba. The people

that were on the wrong side of that suffered farentban JFK did.

DAITCH: In what way, do you think?

GALBRAITH: They were excluded from government ogenas, public advice, and, to
some extent, even from life itself. One of my ckideends in economics
in those days, who had been one of the first togbtthe great modern ideas

of Gross National Product, National Income Accoupim® practical use, was--his name’s....

KITTY: Richard Bissell [Richard M. Bissell].

GALBRAITH: Richard Bissell, yes. By any calculatione of the better, perhaps one of
the best, quantitative economists of that time. Amndas the end of Dick
Bissell's life. He had no further career in Waskomg was given a job quite

useless in a defense company in Connecticut, amdrétired, and died.

DAITCH: Ohhh.... Right.

KITTY: Many years later, maybe twenty-five yeartela

GALBRAITH: | remember Kitty and | having lunch withim...

KITTY: In the 1980s.
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GALBRAITH: ...and common friends. A few years latand he was an old, ill, helpless
man. That was the bad thing.

DAITCH: Why do you think someone...? Actually, | didknow he was.... Why
was he so central to this whole thing? | rememéading about his role
and his name. But he was an economist. Why was he...?

GALBRAITH: He was a diversely intelligent man wHixe other economists of the time,
had gone on to become a military authority, a amjitexpert, and to being
associated with military decisions.

KITTY: Was he in the CIA?
GALBRAITH: Probably. Cut that off a moment. [BREAK]

DAITCH: The influence of the military, | think, hdmeen written about, and in some
ways | think in that period it's hard to overestimm@ut getting back to
Kennedy and the influence of the military on hinthose years, in some
ways | wonder if it's not more remarkable how mbelresisted it after the Bay of Pigs than
it is that he found it difficult to resist duringd Bay of Pigs.

GALBRAITH: No. Uh uh uh. There's no doubt in my miabout that. He was new,
unacquainted in some degree with the bureaucratie$, and subject in
the Bay of Pigs to the whole power, not only of deesision but that of

Eisenhower's and everything that had gone befbhe had not gone ahead with the Bay of

Pigs, one of his critics, most likely critics, wdlhave been Dwight D. Eisenhower. There's

been some indication of that in the history. Ané Wonderful thing about JFK was how

deeply he learned, deeply and wisely, he learrad &xperience. And maybe we should
look back with satisfaction on the Bay of Pigs. &&se if it hadn't been for that, we might
have had a different outcome on the Missile Crisis.

DAITCH: I've often thought of that myself. We'll ¢giack up to the Missile Crisis.
How would you analyze the way that Kennedy hantied? You were
probably involved in things of your own, but youree@ware...?

KITTY: You didn’t know, right?
DAITCH: Really?
KITTY: The Missile Crisis, you really were barelware of it. [TOO FAR AWAY

FROM MICROPHONE TO HEAR CLEARLY ]

GALBRAITH: | was completely locked into my war, witi was up in the mountains. And
aware only by telegrams and the USI, U.S. Inforaraervice, of the
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Missile Crisis. But there should be no doubt | b, possibly on one or
two matters urged, what was the course of actibenta

DAITCH: You did?
GALBRAITH: |did not value the blowing up of a wheopart of the world on short notice.

DAITCH: Right. Absolutely. I'm surprised you actlyahad time to think about it
enough to say something.

GALBRAITH: |didn't have time to think about it. Myind was already made up.
KITTY: [TOO FAR AWAY FROM MICROPHONE TO HEAR CLEARL.]

DAITCH: No doubt. And lucky Kennedy, that he actyddad you over there to
oversee that while he was.... You said somethingvaniements ago about
the organization of the government. | wanted tobgek to that a little bit

because I've read that Kennedy's style of organizatas completely different from that

which came before and then after. That he dismauitie White House system that

Eisenhower had in favor of--rather than the hidres that all went down these separate

lines, that he created something that was moresjioikes, with him at the middle. Does that

sound like a reasonable analogy to you, what yaudasdahe way that his power structure
worked?

GALBRAITH: Not at all. I saw him overwhelmingly dse president facing the old, the
established bureaucratic structure and contenditigitvAnd finding that
to be a source of major problems, and, as in tee 0ACuba and the

Missile Crisis, pressure for the wrong and for dla@gerous decisions. The thing that came

up most in my association with Kennedy, after agtice and a few of my own specialties,

was the bad advice he was getting. And he said Heasaid--1 told you about the Missile

Crisis.

DAITCH: Right. He was getting all this bad advie®d it deeply concerned him.
Who do you think were the people that he most \chared most trusted?

GALBRAITH: Inthose years?
DAITCH: Mmmm hmmm.

GALBRAITH: | suppose it would be Robert Kennedy.tBloere was also George Ball and
Ted Sorensen, of course, and Arthur Schlesingeaslin India but had
frequent communications, as you might guess. Bouldn't count myself

in that group, not because | was reluctant to godce, but | was just too far away. That

came up against the military and Dean Rusk, wha alemg with the old State Department
positions and the military as though they were goldAnd some of the other established

24



government Cabinet officers who took their guidafioen their departments rather than
from the president. But it was in foreign policydamilitary policy that Kennedy ran into the
real opposition, and where he had to have allies.

DAITCH: How did McNamara [Robert S. McNamara] fito that?
GALBRAITH: Beg pardon?
DAITCH: How did McNamara fit into that?

GALBRAITH: McNamara was a changing figure. Bob caméor probably one of the

two most powerful Cabinet positions, and identifiechself initially with

his organization. Then, as time passed, this wdsps more true in the
Johnson [Lyndon B. Johnson] Administration, beingeatremely intelligent man,
accustomed in business to a large organizationah® to see that the bureaucratic position
could be quite wrong, and became, especially latder Lyndon Johnson, a dominant voice
against it.

DAITCH: You mean against Vietham or against milgar in general?

GALBRAITH: Against militarism in general and agairise Pentagon's viewpoint.

DAITCH: As long as we're talking about people, yan tell me a little bit about....
There's always been this sort of myth that JohasohKennedy hated each
other. Maybe that's a little too strong. But yoewnboth of them. How did

they interact?

GALBRAITH: They didn't interact. They each had theivn agenda. LBJ didn't urge a
strong public program on Kennedy, and Kennedy wegig gontent to
leave Lyndon to his own senate role, his own legjig role, and his own

life. They were not close. | speak on that with earartainty because LBJ was Kitty's and

my best friend.

DAITCH: Oh, really!

GALBRAITH: For many, many years, going back beftire Kennedy Administration. |
saw their relationship with a certain measure tifriacy.

KITTY: It was a different relationship with LBJ.
GALBRAITH: What'd she say?
KITTY: | said it was a different relationship.

GALBRAITH: Oh, it was a wholly different relationgh yes. My relationship with
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Lyndon Johnson was much more personal than buraauor policy-
oriented. When | got to India, Kennedy, knowinglué friendship,
arranged my first visitor, the vice president.

DAITCH: Oh, that was nice.

GALBRAITH: And I've told many times that that wag/nmtroduction to successful
fiction. He and Nehru met for two hours, and it wiagtask to write what
they talked about and decided. This was the greatrge of invention that

I've ever had outside of formal fiction writing.

DAITCH: Didn't they tell you what they talked ab8ut

GALBRAITH: They both agreed on the importance aftelectrification. And there was
something else. I've quite forgotten what it was.

KITTY: Bicycles.

GALBRAITH: And | had to expand that into side--tagiele remarks and create an
impression of grave foreign policy discussion.

DAITCH: Oh, dear. Johnson was a completely diffeiend of character than
Kennedy, wasn't he?

GALBRAITH: Oh, sure. But also there were other éiinces. Those of us who knew
Lyndon Johnson--1 was by no means the only onerddum an admirably
gualified person as a politician, not only admibed in some degree

marveled at his skills, his talent. Kennedy ditiave that feeling anything like to the same

degree.

DAITCH: What was it about him that you admired, avidy do you think Kennedy
didn't see the same thing?

GALBRAITH: | admired....

[END SIDE 1, TAPE 2]

[BEGIN SIDE 2, TAPE 2]

GALBRAITH: Well, there was no doubt about thatdasome of my views were shared by
Kennedy. He, first, had a vast-range intelligetrte was, second,

enormously familiar, wonderfully familiar, with thgovernment process,
particularly on the Hill. Third, he had a great sewf humor. And fourth, he could surround
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you with things, occasions that you enormously o | loved my visits to the Johnson
ranch. | don't think Kennedy would have had theesagaction.

DAITCH: Really. Just different tastes and styles?

GALBRAITH: Johnson was my recapture of farm lifeGanada. Kennedy did not have
that misfortune.

DAITCH: Or good fortune. Farm life is good. So otwsly they had differences in
terms of their personal styles and that sort afghBut politically?

GALBRAITH: Politically they came out the same pladéey both were subject to

political influences which were larger than thermaes| and the same ones.

And so while there was an element of choice in d&siim@olicy, including
economic policy, and particularly in things likevitirights, where both were good but
Johnson especially so, and with the confidencedtiate from being a Southerner himself,
they had very different personal styles. | thirk fair to say a different appreciation of their
own trust ability, power. Kennedy saw it as somegtb be developed, worked on. Lyndon
took it for granted. When he told somebody to dmething, he'd expect them to do it.

DAITCH: That's interesting. Can you expand on théttle bit? I've seen you say that
or read that from you before, about their differ@eivs of power, and |
think that's a very interesting comparison.

GALBRAITH: Well, this was something that was velgse to my heart--my experience, |
should say. On the last day, last main day of tmeention, | got back to
the hotel after the celebrations of the day befatieer late, was still asleep

in the morning when Bobby called me up around eaghitine. Told me to get out of bed and

get back to the convention hall because Jack, asidehad decided on Lyndon Johnson as
the vice president. And there would be a liberabliewhich was up to me to help quell. |
was the most visible liberal on the Johnson side.

DAITCH: So Johnson wasn't considered liberal?
GALBRAITH: No. Not in those days. He was a Soutlegrn
DAITCH: Isn't that interesting.

GALBRAITH: And the real liberals, including Mrs. Reevelt, had been holding off in the
hope for Stevenson. And so | got out of bed, ande&S# Shriver [R.
Sargent Shriver Jr.] picked me up, and we headetbothe convention
for what | decided was the most difficult exerdisgersuasion | would ever have. It turned
out to be, on the whole, quite easy. The exciteroeet having got Kennedy was still strong.
And my liberals, when | met with them and a seakgroups, were all, to some extent
available for the same argument, which was: cdptdiack Kennedy has picked Johnson. He
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has to win this election. And he has done it fer shme reason that Franklin D. Roosevelt
picked John Nance Garner. And that simple comparédohnson and Garner, by which |
hadn't previously set much store, was very goodaliche liberals that were looking for a

way to conform.

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

KITTY:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

Right. And maybe the comparison of JFK fORF?

Oh, that was it. Oh, that was primewasn't a comparison of Johnson to
Garner, but it was a similar decision of FDR.

Right. If it was a good enough tactic foDR, then we suppose that
Kennedy can get by with it, too.

That argument dawned on me as we wenrgmy out. It was the best |
could do, but it turned out to be very good.

Yes.

What was that?

The argument for Johnson as vice presiddmn Kennedy picked him as a
running mate, the comparison between FDR and chgdsihn Nance

Garner.

And in those days, evoking the name afdRevelt was a fairly good line
for any liberal.

Was Kennedy much of a Rooseveltian Man?

Beg pardon?

Was Kennedy much of a follower of Roose®elt

Not to the extent that | was, no. He wially aware, as a good politician, of

the role of the Roosevelt name, including EleaimoAmerican political
life at that time. But the Kennedy family had beesociated with

Roosevelt, but, as we know, not always with gréfacton. And Kennedy appreciated but
had no internal sense of association.

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

He was capable of using it politically iEmeeded to.
Oh, absolutely. He was very anxious tavk Eleanor on his side.

She ultimately came around?

28



GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

| told you about that, didn't I?
| think so. But maybe we should....

By June of the election year, she wakyfaboard for Kennedy, except for
his father.

Right. And you think that's largely thantsyou getting them together at
the radio program, is that right?

That was, | thought, that Sunday, my supe achievement in politics. And
Kennedy decided it only showed the other errorebfing on a Harvard
professor.

Getting back to Johnson, why do you thinknean aside from what you
already said, that there is a comparison betweedR €idosing Garner and
Kennedy choosing Johnson, why do you think thatlady.... | mean

obviously Kennedy and Johnson didn't have muchopatgapport. And it doesn't seem to
have been a terribly easy decision for him. Whyaduwo think that he ultimately did choose

Johnson?

GALBRAITH:

Well, there are three points. He was megsed by Johnson's legislative
power, which was one of those things that everylawiglls on, his role in
the Senate. There was, secondly, the South andsTekéch he had to

carry, and it was particularly important for anylgdtbm, say, Boston and Massachusetts.
And third, he appreciated, but not always, Johisspalitical intelligence, political positions.
There were some which he regarded as flamboyaetoavagant. But broadly speaking, he
was a compassionate politician, but not by any méatally so.

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

What positions did Johnson take that Kenneguld have thought
flamboyant?

Oh, his maneuvers through the Senatemihe was lining up votes. It was
his mode of operation rather than difference oniq@aar issues.

It's interesting....

There were some differences, but it vilas Johnson style rather than the
Johnson content.

Right. | have these images of Johnson righin someone's face, talking
them to death about something or another. And td@ve any similar
image of Kennedy at all, a completely differenteyq persuasion.

There was certainly a difference in pemnglity. No doubt about that. | was
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born and brought up on a farm in Canada. You'va sgebook,The

Scotch? | graduated from a college of agriculture and d&lose
association with the Department of Agriculture, Hewallace [Henry A. Wallace]. This
was an avenue, perhaps not very important, buvanue to Lyndon Johnson, which
Kennedy didn't have.

DAITCH: | don't have any image of Kennedy as a samanoving things--or as a
president, really, when | think about it. | doréivie an image of him
moving things through Congress in the way thatanays thinks of

Johnson moving things through Congress.

GALBRAITH: Absolutely. Johnson had far more powedrem it came to maneuvering
through Congress and far more willingness to dioah Kennedy. This is
one of the reasons we should remember Johnsonudecé things like

civil rights, things like voting rights, things kkthe program for the poor, though it was

always disappointing, or all things which Johnsbaved through Congress, including

through a certain number of senators who were reitpposed or didn't know what they were
doing.

DAITCH: Now, these were programs that Kennedy wdwdsle been probably in
favor of as well.

GALBRAITH: He was in favor of it, but the differeaavas in the force, which Johnson
brought to congressional action.

DAITCH: Some people have said that Johnson wastaldle some of these things
because of the emotion after Kennedy's assassindte broad support
for any program that seemed to be something thah&dy would have

wanted pushed through. Do you think that's truedd®you think it's more a result of

Johnson's own efforts?

GALBRAITH: Well, | would say that's the result of andue effort to enlarge the
influence of JFK. This is certainly something thahnson had in mind. We
talked about it back in the days of the vice presay, as deeply informal

discussions out on Beacon Hill where we had comfriends. And | have never had any

doubt of the inner motivation of LBJ.

KITTY: Beacon Hill? Not Beacon Hill. Seminary Hill.

GALBRAITH: What's she say?

DAITCH: Seminary Hill?

GALBRAITH: Oh, Seminary Hill. Did | say Beacon HAl
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KITTY:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

Yes, you did. | didn't see how we got LBJ bere.

| wondered about that, but | don't know. &k Seminary Hill.

There was a collection of liberals, imding some Southern liberals, living

outside of Alexandria in Seminary Hill. And we wehere. The dominant
figure was Clifford Durr [Clifford J. Durr], D-U-RR, who was a true

Southern liberal and an effective one legislatively

DAITCH:

KITTY:

GALBRAITH:

KITTY:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

KITTY:

DAITCH:

KITTY:

DAITCH:

KITTY:

He was a legislator?

He was head of the FCC, wasn't he?

Beg pardon?

Wasn't he head of the FCC for a while?

Yes.

FCC, okay. And Hugo Black [Hugo L. Black]?
Hugo Black was a justice.

Right, of the Supreme Court.

That was his brother-in-law because Hugodlavas married to Clifford
Durr's wife's sister.

Really!
We didn't see much of Clifford. They all sg@about [Inaudible]. We

didn't see Hugo Black very much, but we saw aid@ldford Durr. [TOO
FAR AWAY FROM THE MICROPHONE TO HEAR CLEARLY ]

Thomas Eliot [Thomas H. Eliot] was a congressmamfhere. The congressman who
was the author of the Social Security Act [Inaueljbl

DAITCH:

KITTY:

DAITCH:

KITTY:

GALBRAITH:

And what was his last name?
Eliot. Bridge, Madison.
Oh, he's théliot of....

He was the grandson of the....

With Johnson | somehow had, as did Kittiye closest friendship of anyone
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in politics. Much closer, in a very professionahse, than that of JFK. |
enjoyed going down to the ranch, as did Kitty.

KITTY: Oh, I never went to the ranch.
GALBRAITH:  You never went to the ranch?

KITTY: You went down and told me all about it.
GALBRAITH:  I'm sorry.

KITTY: | had small children, remember?

GALBRAITH: But Kennedy would not have been enthssimabout a weekend on the
ranch, which | was.

DAITCH: I think I read in one of your books thathison had more of a, | think you
called it scatological sense of humor.

GALBRAITH:  We both did.

KITTY: [TOO FAR AWAY FROM MICROPHONE TO HEAR CLEARL.]
Kennedy announced [Inaudible]. | just thought, b&syoung to be
president. [Inaudible]. He looked so young.

DAITCH: Right.
KITTY: [Inaudible].

GALBRAITH: Lyndon regarded me as a useful sourceai@conomic information but of
economic thought. He had never felt that he'd Isedirciently exposed to
it as a student himself, and he spent a lot of toneonsiderable time,
which | enjoyed very much, quizzing me on econonaitg agricultural economics and
international economics. He was pleased by thetlf@ttl have no degree in economics, only
in agricultural economics.

DAITCH: This has been rolling around in my minds & little bit off the subject but
not too much. | think maybe a lot of historians éawetten it a little mixed
up about Johnson's successes in domestic poligwvéheomehow

attributed to Kennedy because they were thingskbeahedy had talked about and initiated.

But likewise, | think that historians have attribdtthe fact that Johnson got so mired down,

so bogged down, in Vietnam, to the fact that Keyremmmehow.... Kennedy had escalated

Vietnam, and Johnson was somehow just taking dvesame thing. I've read that you didn't

believe that, that you thought that Kennedy wouldate followed that policy.
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GALBRAITH: If Kennedy had lived, there would havedn, | have no doubt, notable
achievements. How great, one doesn't know. ThergdAtave been the
Vietnam problem. But there should be no doubt Jiohinson's
achievements, particularly on civil rights, of fadicial equality in general, and on economic
programs for the disadvantaged and the poor, wasmrech his own, very much his own
thrust. He didn't invent them, but his commitmeaswomplete. And so you cannot attribute
what Johnson accomplished to JFK. They were higeaements.

DAITCH: Do you think he was more aggressive abotltan Kennedy would have
been in pursuing similar programs?

GALBRAITH: Nobody could be more aggressive than dlgn. But he had a different
authority. He was a Southerner, and Kennedy was Mew England. He
knew what his base was. And being Johnson, hetdidnimize it.

DAITCH: What do you mean, he didn't minimize it?

GALBRAITH: He took for granted that what he wantétkre would be supporters, and
there were.

DAITCH: You've said that the other side of that \laes story about Vietnam and the

fact that Johnson got so bogged down in it. And said that you thought
that Kennedy probably wouldn't have. Can you shigl@ bit about why
you thought that?

GALBRAITH: Well, the opposition to Vietham came awdelmingly not from the

Kennedy community, the Kennedy supporters. Anchecstipport for Gene

McCarthy [Eugene J. McCarthy] in the '68 campaigd, af course
extending on to, or preceding any other domesbgam. And the fact that the whole
Kennedy legacy, political legacy, was mobilizediagaVietnam was a very important fact
of that time. | was McCarthy's floor manager andhir@tor at Chicago. Floor manager, |
have to correct and say, that it was not clearttiexe was any management. And nominator,
| must point out that | was the seconder. And aihg associates were young Kennedy
supporters. Though there's no doubt that--them/smbeen doubt in my mind that JFK, if he
had lived, would have been with his supporters\vaadid have had to be.

DAITCH: What do you say had to be?
GALBRAITH: Beg pardon?

DAITCH: Why do you say he would have had to be?d8ee there was plenty of
support for escalating Vietnam, obviously.

GALBRAITH: No, notin his clientele. The whole Keeay liberal movement was almost
uniformly against.
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DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

KITTY:

GALBRAITH:

His constituency, is what you're saying.

That was the constituency | had at Clgoawhich was my minor
appearance at the political center.

That must have been quite an experience.

Oh, that was wonderful.

Wonderful?

The greatest....

[TOO FAR AWAY FROM MICROPHONE TO HEAR CLEARL.]
[Inaudible] on television. "Listen! Listen!" Suddgr was told about the
rioting and everything, and | thought [Inaudiblghaudible].

One night there was the greatest monwhy public life, such as it's

been. Those of us who were backing Gene took woimgy from the hotel
across Michigan Avenue, through a solid line ofidlal Guardsmen,

through several hundred rebels who were campirgsadvlichigan Avenue. And it came my
turn, which was, | think it's fair to say, one bétspeeches they wanted most. | had seconded
Gene at the convention. | walked across, througHitie of the guardsmen.... Did I tell you

this?

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

No. I think I've maybe heard you say it bed, but go on.

Got up on a temporary platform, and madg speech, telling them my
own personal position. Well, it was the same ase®emno violence. And
saying--and | wished the minute I'd said it | cogét it back, "I don't want

you trying conclusions with these National Guardstehind me here. Because just bear in
mind they're draft dodgers the same as you arg¢laaddible].” And that was my closing
line. So | got off the platform, and sure enoude, head of the National Guard was there
waiting for me, and said, "Wait a minute, sir." Ahglaited. He said, "I just want to shake
your hand. That's the nicest thing anybody's shalibus all day."

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

That's sad. | think that's sad.
God, what a relief.
Oh, yes. You told me not to let you forget have to talk about Jackie's

[Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy] visit to India. I'nrgowe're bouncing
around a little bit, but you wanted to talk abduatt
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GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

DAITCH:

GALBRAITH:

Come back again someday when you're otise free. | want to talk about
that.

Okay.
I'm getting tired.

Okay. That's absolutely fine. We'll stoghit now, and we'll make
arrangements to come back another day.

Let me show you something. Would you kothere for a file which says

"Current"? No, here. It's somewhere down therectheent file.

[END INTERVIEW - JFK #2, 9/12/2003]
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