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I

ADVERTISEMENT.

T hath been frequently ſaid, by many perſons of

the beſt intelligence, that the unhappy commo-

tions in our American colonies, have been confider-

ably promoted, if not primarly agitated, by clerical

influence: and none of that order have had a greater

ſhare of it aſcribed to them than Dr. Witherspoon,

though not creditedby many of his favourites in this

country. The following Sermon andAddreſs, how-

ever, will fully juſtify the allegation, and filence the

doctor's friends .

In the Sermon the doctor blends the moſt rebelli-

ous ſentiments with the moſt ſacred and important

truths ; and hath the audacity to affirm, that not on-

ly the temporal but eternal happiness of the revolted

coloniſts depend upon perfevering in their indepen-

dency, and undauntedly oppoſing the arms of their

lawful Sovereign. And in the Addreſs to his coun-

trymen,he evidences himself to be the moſt inveterate

enemy to his king and country ; and ſtretches every

nerve to induce his countymen to imbibe his politi-

cal ſentiments . And that his rebellious tenets may be

diffuſed through thedifferent colonies, his Sermon and

Addreſs must be printed and publiſhed, and dedicated

to the chief of rebel faction .

THE reader will easily perceive, that the doctor not

onlyexerts his utmoſt abilities to inſtigate thedeluded

coloniſts to perſevere in their rebellious courſes , but la-

bours to inflame their minds against thedeterminations

ofthe Britiſh parliament. To effectuate this, the beſt of

Kings hath the moſt vile and unjust epithets aſcribed

to him : the falutary and equitable acts of theBritiſh

parliamentare pronounced unjust and tyrannical: the

ableſt of minifters are repreſented as corrupt, cruel ,

and oppreſſive : the moſt lenitive meaſures of admini-
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ſtration and government are fluted at, and treated

with contempt: the mildeſt commanders and beſt

difciplined army, are painted out as barbarous, inhu-

mane, and brutal : and the moſt unexamplified in-

ſtances of a pacific and forgiving diſpoſition towards

the moſt daring and unprovoked rebels, are rejected

inthe moſt contemptuous manner. Whilft, on the

other hand, the moſt wanton cruelties, ſhocking bar-

barities, and unheard-of inſtances of rapine, murder,

and devaſtation, on the fide of the provincial army,

have a vail drawn over them.

IT hath been confidently alledged, that though the

doctor did not fit as a member of the Congreſs, he

was acquainted with their deliberations, confulted

in every emergency, had ahand in the compofition of

their papers, and gave hisopinioninſundry important

matters . The truth of theſe allegations is but too

much confirmedby the following performance : and

it is even now faid he is admitted a member.

It is not the intention of the editors of the pre-

fent edition of the doctor's Sermon and Addreſs togain

friends to his ſentiments; this isnot likelytobe the cafe

with any who will peruſe them with attention : but

to ſhew what artful means, and fallacious arguments

havebeenmadeuſe of by ambitious and ſelf-deſigning

men, to ftir up the poor infatuated Americans to the

preſent rebellious meaſures ; whatan active hand even

Dr. Witherspoon has had therein; to convince his

friends, in this country, of the truth of his being a

chiefpromoter ofthe American revolt ; and that if he

falls into the hands ofgovernment, and meetswith the

demerit of his offence, he hath juſtly and deſervedly

procured it to himſelf.

It was judged proper to affix ſome elucidating

foot notes to the preſent edition; and as the doctor

has a few, theſe now added are marked with S. R. at

the end of the paragraph .
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A

SERMON, &c.

PSAL. Ixxvi. 10.

(

Surely the wrath ofManſhallpraise thee ; the remainder

ofwrathshalt thou restrain.

T
HERE is not a greater evidence either of the

reality orthe power of religion, than a firm belief

ofGod's univerſal prefence, and a conſtant attentionto

the influence and operation of his providence. It is by

this means that the Chriſtian may be ſaid, in the em-

phatical ſcripture language, to walk with God, and to

endure as feeing him who is inviſible.

THE doctrine of divine providence is very full and

complete in the ſacred oracles. It extends not only to

things which we maythink ofgreatmoment, and there-

fore worthy of notice; but to things the moſt indifferent

and inconfiderable : Are not twosparrowsfoldfor a far-

thing, ſays our Lord ? and one of themfalleth not on the

ground without your heavenly Father ; nay, the very hairs

of your head are all numbered. It extends not only to

things beneficial and falutary, or to the direction and

afſiſtance ofthoſe who are the ſervantsofthe living God;

but to things ſeemingly moſt hurtful and deftructive,

and to perſons the moſt refractory and diſobedient. He

over-rules all his creatures, and all their actions. Thus

we are told, that fire, hail, fnow, vapour, andStormy

wind, fulfil his word, in the courſe of nature ; and even

ſo the most impetuous and diſorderly paffions of men,

that are under no restraint from themselves, are yet

perfectly ſubject to the dominion of Jehovah. They

carry his commiffion, they obey his orders, they are

limited and reſtrained by his authority, and they con-

ſpire with every thing elſe in promoting his glory. There

is the greater need to take notice ofthis, that men are

not
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not generally ſufficiently aware ofthe diſtinction between

the law ofGod andhis purpoſe; theyare apt to ſuppoſe,

that as the temper ofthe finner is contrary to the one,

ſo the outrages of the finner are able todefeat the other ;

than which nothing can be more falſe. The truth is

plainly afferted, and nobly expreſſed by the Pfalmiſt in

the text, Surely the wrath of man ſhall praise thee ; the

remainder ofwrathſhalt thou restrain.

*THIS pſalm was evidently compoſed as a fong of praiſe

for ſome fignal victory obtained, which was at the fame

time a remarkable deliverance from threatening danger.

The author was one or other of the later prophets ; and

the occafion probably the unſucceſsful afſault of Jerufa-

lem, by the army ofSenacherib king of Affyria, in the

days ofHezekiah. Great was the infolence and boaft-

ing of his generals and ſervants against the city of the

livingGod, as maybe ſeenin the thirty-fixth chapter

ofIfaiah . Yet it pleaſed God to destroy their enemies,

and, by his own immediate interpofition, to grant them

deliverance. Therefore the Pfalmiſt ſays in the fifth and

fixth verſes of this pſalm, Thestout-hearted are spoiled,

they haveflept theirfleep. None of the men ofmight have

found their bands. At thy rebuke, O God ofJacob!

both the chariot and the horse are cast into a deep flеер.

Aftera fewmore remarks to the ſame purpoſe, he draws

the inference, or makes the reflection in the text, Surely

the wrath ofmanshall praise thee ; the remainder of wrath

Shalt thou restrain : which may be paraphrafed thus, The

fury and injustice of oppreffors ſhall bring in a tribute

ofpraiſe to thee; the influence ofthy righteous provi-

dence ſhall be clearly difcerned ; the countenance and

ſupport thou wilt give to thine own people ſhall be glo-

rioufly illuſtrated; thou shalt ſet the bounds which the

boldeſt cannot paſs .

I AM ſenſible, my brethren, that the time and occa-

ſion ofthis pſalm, may seem to be in one reſpect ill ſuit-

ed to the intereſting circumſtances of this country at

preſent. It was compoſed after the victory was obtained ;

whereas we are now but putting on the harness, and

entering upon an important conteft, the length ofwhich
it
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it is impoſſible to forſee, and the iſſue of which it will

perhaps be thought preſumption to foretel. But as the

truth, with respect to God's moral government, is the

fame and unchangeable; as the iſſue, in the caſe of Se-

nacherib's invaſion, did but lead the prophet to acknow-

ledge it; our duty and intereſt conſpire in calling upon

us to improve it. And I have choſen to inſiſt upon it

on this day of folemn humiliation, as it will probably

helpus to a clear and explicit view of what ſhould be

the chief fubject of our prayers and endeavours, as well

as the great object of our hope and truſt, in our preſent
fituation.

THE truth, then, aſſerted in this text, which Ipropoſe

to illuſtrate and improve, is,--That all the diſfforderly

paſſions of men, whether exposing the innocent to private

injury, or whether they are the arrows ofdivinejudgment

in public calamity, shall in the end, be to the praise ofGod:

Or, to apply it more particularly to the preſent ſtate of

the AmericanColonies, and the plague of war, The

ambition of mistaken princes, the cunning and cruelty of

oppreffive and corrupt ministers. and even the inhumanity of

brutalfoldiers, however dreadful, shallfinally promote the

glory ofGod, and in the mean-time, while the storm con-

tinues, his mercy and kindness shall appear in prescribing

bounds to their rage andfury*.

IN diſcourſing of this ſubject, it is my intention,

through the aſſiſtance ofdivine grace,

I. To point out to you in fome particulars, how the

wrath of Man praiſes God. i

II. To apply theſe principles to our preſent ſituation,

by inferences of truth foryour inſtruction and com-

fort, and by ſuitable exhortations to duty in the

important crifis .

1

•Or, with as much proprietythe doctrine mighthave beenframed thus :

That the haughty inſolence of ambitious and aſpiring clergy-men, however

' inſufferable for a time; the moſt rebellious meaſures of unnatural ſubjects

' against the best of kings and the mildest government; and the moſt ſavage

'cruelties andunheard-ofbarbarities of miſled and undiſciplined rebels, ſhall ,

•intheiſſue, turn out to the glory ofGod, and the ruin and diſgrace of the

promoters, byhaving restraints fet untothem, anddisappointment written
upon all their deſigns .' S.R.

،

.
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I. In thefirst place, Iam topoint out to you, in fome

particulars, how the wrath of man praises God. I fay,

inſome inſtances, becauſe it is far from being in my

power, either to mention or explain the whole. There

is an unſearchable depth in the divine counſels, which

it is impoffible for us to penetrate. It is the duty of e-

very good man to place the moſt unlimited confidence

in divine wisdom, and to believe that thoſe meaſures of

providence that are moſt unintelligible to him, are yet

planned with the ſame ſkill, and directed to the fame

great purpoſes as others, the reaſon and tendency of

whichhe can explain in thecleareſt manner. Butwhere

revelation and experience enables us to discover the wif-

dom, equity, or mercy of divine providence, nothing

can be more delightful or profitable to a ferious mind,

and therefore I beg your attention to the following re-
marks.

In the first place, the wrath ofman praiſes God, as

it is an example and illuſtration of divine truth, and

clearly points out the corruption of our nature, which

is the foundation-ſtone of the doctrine of redemption.

Nothing can be more abfolutely neceſſary to true religi-

on, than a clear and full conviction of the finfulness of

our nature and ſtate. Without this there can be neither

repentance in the ſinner, nor humility in the believer .

Without this all that is faid in ſcripture ofthe wisdom

and mercy of God, in providing a Saviour, is without

force and without meaning. Juſtly does our Saviour

fay, The whole have no need of a physician, but those that

are fick. I came not to call the righteous butfinners to re-

pentance. Those who are not ſenſible that they are fin-

ners, will treat every exhortation to repentance, and e-

very offer of mercy, with diſdain or defiance.
But where can we have a more affecting view of the

corruption of our nature, than in the wrath of man,

when exerting itſelf in oppreſſion, cruelty, and blood?

It must be owned, indeed, that this truth is abundantly

manifeſt in times of the greatest tranquillity. Others

may, ifthey pleaſe, treat the corruption of our nature

as a chimera ; for my part, I see it every where, and I

feel
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feel it every day*. All the diſorders inhuman ſociety,

and the greatest part even ofthe unhappineſs we are ex-

poſed to, arifes from the envy, malice, covetouſneſs ,

and other lufts of man. If we and all about us were

juſt what we ought to be in all reſpects, we ſhould not

need to go any further for heaven, for it would be upon

earth. But war and violence preſent a ſpectacle ſtill

more awful. How affecting is it to think, that the luft

ofdomination ſhould be ſo violent and univerfal ? That

men ſhould forarelybe fatisfied with their own poſſeſſions

and acquifitions, or even with the benefit that would

ariſe from mutual ſervice, but ſhould look upon the

happineſs and tranquillity of others, as an obſtruction to

their own. That, as if the great law of nature were

not enough, Dust thou art, and to dust thoushalt return,

they ſhould be fo furioufly fet for the deſtruction of each

other. It is ſhocking to think, fince the firſt murder of

Abel by his brother Cain, what havock has been made

ofman by man in every age. What is it that fills the

pages of history, but the wars and contentions ofprinces

and empires ? What vaſt numbers has lawleſs ambition

brought into the field, and delivered as a prey to the

destructive ſword ?

If we dwell a little upon the circumstances, they be-

come deeply affecting. The mother bears a child with

pain, rears him by the laborious attendance of many

years ; yet in the prime of life, in the vigour ofhealth,

and bloom of beauty, inamoment he is cut down by

the dreadful inſtruments ofdeath. Every battle ofthe

warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in

blood; but the horror of the ſcene is not confined to the

field of flaughter. Fewgo there unrelated, or fall un-

lamented ; in every hoftile encounter, what must be

the impreſſion upon the relations of the deceased ? The

bodies of the dead can only be ſeen, or the cries ofthe

dying heard for a single day, but many days ſhall not

Atruth remarkably verified in the doctor's late and preſent conduct, in

acting ſo much out of character, inhis being ſo inſtrumental to ftir up andpro-

motethe prefent unnatural revolt of the colonies, ſo prejudicial to them and

diſgraceful to himself, when now obliged to abandon his habitations, where

he enjoyed all manner of external affluence and happiness . ... S.R.

B 2 put
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put an end to the mourning of a parent for a beloved

fon, the joy and fupport of his age, or of the widow

and helpless offspring for a father, taken away in the

fulness of health and vigour.

But if this may be juſtly ſaid of all wars between

man and man, what ſhall we be able to say that is ſuit-

able to the abhorred ſcene of civil war between citizen

and citizen ? How deeply affecting is it, that those who

are the fame in complexion, the fame in blood, in lan-

guage, and in religion, ſhould, notwithstanding, butcher

one another with unrelenting rage, and glory in the

deed? That men ſhould lay waſte the fields of their fel-

low fubjects , with whoſe proviſion they themselves had

been often fed, and confume with devouring fire thoſe

houſes, in which they had often found a hoſpitable

ſhelter ?

THESE things are apt to overcome aweak mind with

fear, or overwhelm it with forrow, and in the greatest

number are apt to excite the highest indignation, and

kindle up a fpirit of revenge. Ifthis laſt has no other

tendency than to direct and invigorate the meaſures of

felf-defence, I do not take upon me toblame it; on the

contrary, I call it neceſſary and laudable. *

Fromwhence come wars

Bur what I mean at this time to prove by the pre-

ceding reflections, and wish to impreſs on your minds,

is the depravity of our nature.

andfightings among you, ſays the apostle James †, come

they not hence, evenfrom your lufts, that war in your mem-

bers ? Men of lax and corrupt principles, take great

delight in ſpeaking to the praise ofhuman nature, and

extolling its dignity, without distinguiſhing what it was,

at its firſt creation, from what it is in its preſent fallen

ſtate. Theſe fine fpeculations are very grateful to a

worldly mind. They are alſo much more pernicious to

uncautious and unthinking youth, than even the temp-

tations to a diſſolute and ſenſual life, against which they

• If the calamities ofwar exhibit ſuch an awful ſcene; ifinteſtine commo-

tions are ſo deeply diſtreffing ; what ſtings of confcience may it not juſtlygive

thote, who ſhould be ambafſadors ofpeace, but yet have an active hand in

ftirring up andpromoting fuch horriddiſaſters, andglory in the deed ! S. R.

†James iv. 1 .

: are



( 13 )

are fortified by the dictates of natural confcience, and a

fenfe ofpublic ſhame. But I appeal from theſe viſion-

ary reaſonings to the history of all ages, andthe inflex-

ible teſtimony of daily experience. Theſe will tellus

what menhave been in their practice, and from thence ...

youmayjudge what they areby nature,while unrenew-

ed. IfI amnot mistaken, a cool and candid attention,

either to the paſt hiſtory, or preſent ſtate ofthe world,

but above all, to the ravages of lawless power, ought to

humble us inthe dust. It should at once lead us to ac-

knowledge the juſt view given us in fcripture, of our

loſt ſtate ; to defire the happy influence of renewing

grace each for ourſelves ; and to long for the dominion

of righteouſneſs and peace, when men shall beat their

fwords into plow-shares , and their fpears into pruning

books ; when nationshall not lift up fword against nation,

neithershall they learn warany more *, t.

* Micah iv. 3 .

† Icannot help embracing this opportunity ofmaking a remark or twoupon

avirulent reflexion thrown out against this doctrine, in a wellknown pamph-

let, Common Sense. The author of that work expreſſes himself thus, ' Ifthe

* firſt king of any country was by election, that likewiſe eſtabliſhes a prece-

⚫dentfor the next; for to fay, that the right of all future generations is

taken away, by the act of the firſt electors, in their choice not

only of aking, but of a family of kings for ever, hath no parallel in or

outof fcripture, but the doctrine oforiginal fin, which ſuppoſes the freewill

' ofallmenloft in Adam; and from ſuch comparifon, it will admit ofno o-

'ther : hereditary ſucceſſion can derive no glory. For as inAdam all finned,

⚫andas inthe firſt electors allmen obeyed; as intheone allmankindwere

' fubjected to Satan, and in the other to Sovereignty ; as our innocencewas

' loſt in the firſt, and our authority in the laſt ; and as both disable us from

• re-affuming ſome former ſtate and privilege, it unanſwerably follows, that

original fin and hereditary fucceffion are parallels. Diſhonourable rank!

Inglorious connection ! Yet the moſt ſubtle fophift cannot produce ajuſter

' fimile*.' Without the ſhadow of reaſoning, he is pleaſed to reprefentthe

doctrine of original fin as an object of contempt or abhorrence. I beg leave

todemur a little to the candor, the prudence, and thejustice ofthis proceeding.
1. Was it modest or candid for a perfon without name or character, to talk

inthisſupercilious manner ofadoctrine that has been eſpouſedanddefended

bymanyofthe greatest and beſt men that the world ever faw, andmakes an

effential partof the eſtabliſhed Creeds and Confeffions of all the Proteftant

churcheswithoutexception ? I thought the grandmodernpleahadbeen, free-

domof fentiment, and charitable thoughts of oneanother. Arefomanyof

us, then, beyond the reach of this gentleman's charity ? I do affure him that

fuch preſumption and ſelf-confidence are no recommendationto me either of

his character or fentiments.

2. Was it prudent, when hewas pleadinga public cauſe, to fpeak in ſuch

opprobrious terms ofadoctrine, whichheknew, or ought to have known, was

believed

* Common Sense, page 11. Bradford's edition. 2

1
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2. The wrath ofmanpraiſethGod as it is the inſtru-

ment in his hand for bringing finners to repentance, and

for the correction and improvement of his own children.

Whatever be the nature of the affliction with which he

viſits either perfons, families, or nations ; whatever be

thedifpofition or intention ofthoſe whoſe malice he em-

ploys as a ſcourge, the diſign on his part is, to rebuke

men for iniquity, to bring them to repentance, and to

promote their holiness and peace. The falutary nature,

and ſanctifying influence of affliction in general, is often

takennotice ofin fcripture, both as making a part of

the purpoſe ofGod, and the experience of his faints*.

Now, no affliction, fays the apostle, for thepresentseemeth

tobejoyous, but grievous : Nevertheless afterward it yield-

eth the peacable fruit ofrighteousness unto them, which are

exercised thereby. But what we are particularly led to

obferve by the ſubject of this difcourſe is, that the wrath

ofman, or the violence of the oppreffor, praiſeth God in

this reſpect, for it has a peculiar tendency to alarm the

fecure confcience, to convince and humble the obſtinate

finner. This is plain from the nature ofthe thing, and

from the teftimony of experience. Public calamities,

particularly the destroying ſword, is ſo awful that it can-

not but have a powerful influence in leading men, to

confider the prefence and the powerofGod. Itthreatens

them not only in themselves, but touches them in all

that is dear to them, whether relations or poffeffions .

believedandprofeſſed by, I ſuppoſe, agreat majority of very differentdeno-

minations ? Is this gentleman ignorant of human nature, as well as an enemy

to the Chriſtian faith ? Are men ſo little tenacious of their religious ſentiments,

whether true or falſe ? The prophet thought otherwise, who faid, Hath a

nation changed their gods which yet are no gods ? Was it the wayto obtain the fa-

vour of the public, to deſpiſe what they hold facred ? Or ſhall we ſuppoſe

this author ſo astonishingly ignorant, as to think that all men now, whoſe

favour is worth aſking, have given up the doctrine of the New-Teſtament ?

Ifhedoes, he is greatly miſtaken .

3. In fine, I afſk, where was the justice of this proceeding ? Is there fo

little tobe faid for the doctrine of original fin, that it is not to be refuted, but

deſpiſed? Is the ſtate of the world ſuch, as to render this doctrine not only

falſe, but incredible ? Has the fruit been of fuch a quality as to exclude all

doubts of the goodness of the tree ?-On the contrary, I cannot help being of

opinion, that ſuch has been the viſible ſtate ofthe world in every age, as can-

notbe accounted for on any other principles, than what we learn from the

wordofGod, that the imagination of the heart of man is only evilfrom his youth,

and that continually, Gen. vi. 5. viii. 21.

* Heb. xii. 11.

The

\
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1

Theprophet Ifaiahfays*, Yea, in thewayofthyjudgments,

O Lord, have we waited for thee, for when thy judg-

ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will

learn righteousness. He conſiders it as the moſt power-

ful mean of alarming the ſecure, and fubduing the ob-

ſtinate. Lord, when thy handis lifted up they will not

fee, but theyshallfee and be ashamed for their envy at the

people; yea, thefire ofthine enemiesshall devour them †. It

is alſo ſometimes repreſented as a ſymptom of a hopeleſs

and irrecoverable ſtate, when public judgments have no

effect. Thus ſays the prophet Jeremiah , O Lord, are

not thine eyes upon the truth ? thou haststricken them, but

they have not grieved ; thou hast confumed them, but they

have refused to receive correction : They have made their

facesharder thana rock, they have refused to return. We

can easily fee in the hiſtory ofthe children of Ifrael, how

fevere ſtrokes brought them to fubmiffion and penitence.

When heflew them, then they fought him ; and they re-

turned and enquired early after God : and they remembered

that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer||.

Both nations in general, and private perſons are apt to

grow remiſs and lax in atime ofprofperity and feeming

ſecurity; but whentheir earthly comforts are endanger-

ed or withdrawn, it lays them under a kind of neceffity

to feek for fomething better in their place. Men muſt

have comfort from one quarter or another. When

earthly things are in a pleaſing and promising condition,

too many are apt tofind their rest, and be ſatisfied with

them as their only portion. But when the vanity and

paffing nature of all created comfort is discovered, they

are compelled to look for fomething more durable as

well as valuable. What therefore can be more to the

praiſe of God, than that when a whole people have for-

gotten their reſting place, when they have abuſed their

privileges, and deſpiſed their mercies, they ſhould, by

diſtreſs and fuffering, be made to hearken to the rod, and

return to their duty ?

THERE is an inexpreſſible depth and variety in the

judgments of God, as in all his other works ; but we

* Ifa. xxvi. 8, 9. + Ver. 11. # Jer.v. 3 . Pfalm lxxviii. 34, 35 .

may
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1

may lay down this as a certain principle, that ifthere

wereno fin, there could be no fuffering. Therefore

they are certainly for the correction of fin, or for the

trial, illuſtration, and perfecting ofthe grace and virtue

ofhis own people. We are not to ſuppoſe, that thoſe

who fuffer moft, or who ſuffer fooneſt, are therefore

more criminal than others. Our Saviour himselfthought

it neceſſary to give a caution against this raſh conclufion,

as we are informed by the evangeliſt Luke, There were

present at that feafon, fome that told him of the Galileans,

whoſe blood Pilate had mingledwith their facrifices . And

Jefus answering, faid unto them, Suppose ye that these

Galileanswerefinners above alltheGalileans, because they

Sufferedfuch things? Itellyou, nay; but except ye repent,

yeshall alllikewise perisht. I ſuppoſe we mayſay, with.

fufficient warrant, that it often happens, that thoſe for

whomGod hath defigns of the greatest mercy, are firſt

brought to the trial, that they mayenjoy, indue time,

the falutary effect of the unpalatable medicine.

1

I MUST alſo take leave to obſerve, and Ihope no pious

humble ſufferer will be unwilling to make the applicati-

on, that there is oftenadifcernible mixture of ſovereignty

and righteoufneſs in providential diſpenſations. It is the

prerogative ofGod todo what he willwith his own; but

he often diſplays his juſtice itſelf, by throwing into the

furnace thoſe, who, though they may not be viſibly

worſe than others, may yet have more to answer for,

as having been favoured with more diftinguiſhed privi-

leges, both civil and ſacred. It is impoſſible for us to

make a juſt and full comparison of the character either

ofperfons or nations, and it would be extremely foolish

for any to attempt it, either for increaſing their own fe-

curity, or impeaching the justice ofthe Supreme Ruler.

Letus therefore neither forget thetruth, norgo beyond

it. His mercy fills the earth. He is also known by the

judgment which he executeth. The wrath of man in its

moſt tempestuous rage, fulfills his will, and finally pro-

motes the good ofhis chofen.

3. THEwrath ofman praisethGod, as he fets bounds

† Luke xiii . 1, 2, 3 .

to
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to it, or restrains it by his providence, and ſometimes

makes it evidently a mean ofpromoting and illuſtrating

his glory.

THERE is no part of divine providence in which a

greater beauty and majesty appears, than when theAl-

mightyRuler turns thecouncils ofwicked men intocon-

fufion, and makes them militate against themſelves. If

thePfalmiſt maybethought tohave hadaview in this text

to the truths illuſtrated in the two former obſervations ,

thereis nodoubt at allthat hehad aparticular view to this,

as he ſays in the latter part ofthe verſe, the remainder of

wrathshalt thou restrain. The fcripture abounds with

inſtances, in which the deſigns of oppreffors were either

wholly disappointed, or in execution fell far ſhort of the

malice oftheir intention, and in ſome they turned out

to the honour and happiness ofthe perfons or the people,

whom theywere intended to destroy. We have an in-

ſtance of the firſt oftheſe in the history to which iny text

relates *.. We have alſo an inſtance in Eſther, inwhich

the moſt mischievous deſigns of Haman, the fon ofHa-

medatha the Agagite, against Mordecai the Jew, and

the nation from which he ſprung, turned out at laſt to

his own deſtruction, the honour of Mordecai, and the

falvation and peace ofhis people.

FROM the New Testament I will make choice of that

memorable event on which the ſalvation of believers in

every age reſts as its foundation, thedeath andsufferings

of the Son ofGod. This the great adverfary, and all

his agents and inſtruments, profecuted with unrelenting

rage. When they had blackened him with flander,

whentheyſcourged him with ſhame, whentheyhadcon-

demned him injudgment, and nailed him to the croſs,

how could theyhelp eſteeming their victory complete ?

But, oh the unſearchable wisdom of God! they were

but perfecting the great deſign laid for the falvation of

finners. Our bleffed Redeemer, by his death, finiſhed

his work, overcame principalities and powers, andmade

*

The matter is fully ſtated and reasoned upon by the prophet Ifaiah,

chap. x. from the 5th to the 19th verſe.

1
C aſhew

ر
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a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them in his

croſs. With how much juſtice do the apostles and their

company offer this doxology to God? They lift up their

voice with one accord, and faid, Lord, Thou art God

which hast made heaven and earth, and the fea, and all that

in them is : Who by the mouth of thy fervant David haft

faid, Whydid the heathen rage, and the people imagine

vain things ? The kings ofthe earthstood up, and the ru-

lers were gathered together against the Lord, and against

his Christ. For ofa truth, against thy holy child Jesus,

whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,

with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael, were gathered

together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel de-

termined before to be done *.

In all after ages in conformity to this, the deepest

laid contrivances of the prince of darkneſs, have turned

out to the confufion of their author ; and I know not,

but confidering his malice and pride, this perpetual dif-

appointment, andthe fuperiority ofdivine wisdom, may

be one great fource of his fuffering and torment. The

croſs hath ſtill been the banner oftruth, under which it

hath been carried through the world. Perſecution has

been but as the furnace to the gold, to purge it of its

droſs, to manifeſt its purity, and increaſe its luſtre. It

was taken notice of very early, that the blood of the

martyrs was the feed of Chriftianity ; the more abun-

dantly it was ſhed, the more plentifully did the haveſt

grow.

So certain has this appeared, that the moſt violent

infidels, both of early and later ages, have endeavoured

to account for it, and have obſerved, that there is a ſpi- 、

rit of obſtinacy in man,which inclines him to reſiſt vio-

lence, and that ſeverity doth but increaſe oppofition,

be the cauſe what it will. They ſuppoſe that perfecuti-

on is equally proper to propogate truth and error.

This, though in part true, will by no means generally

hold. Such an apprehenfion, however, gave occafion

to a glorious triumph ofdivine providence, ofanoppo-

fite kind, which I muſt ſhortly relate to you. One of the

* Αθς iv. 24-18.

Roman
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1

Roman emperors, Julian, furnamed the apoſtate, per-

ceiving how impoſſible it was to fuppress the goſpel by

violence, endeavoured to extinguiſh it by neglect and

ſcorn. He left the Chriſtians unmoleſted for fometime,

but gave all manner of encouragement to thoſe of oppo-

ſite principles, and particularlyto the Jews, out ofha-

tred to the Chriſtians ; and that he might bring public

diſgrace upon the Galileans, as he affected to ſtile them,

he encouraged the Jews to rebuild the temple ofJerufa-

lem, and viſibly refute the prophecy of Chriſt, that it

ſhould lye under perpetual defolation. But this prophane.

attempt was ſo ſignally fruſtrated, that it ſerved as much

as any one circumſtance to ſpread the glory of our Re-

deemer, and eſtabliſh the faith of his faints. It is affirm

ed by ſome ancient authors, particularly by Ammianus

Marcellinus , a heathen hiſtorian, that fire came out of

the earth and confumed the workmen when laying the

foundation. But in whatever way it was prevented, it

is beyond all controversy, from the concurring teftimony

ofHeathens and Chriſtians, that little or no progreſs was

ever made in it, and that in a short time, it was entirely

defeated.

It is proper here to obſerve, that at the time of the

Reformation, when religion began to revive, nothing

contributed more to facilitate its reception, and increaſe

its progreſs , than the violence of its perfecutors. Their

cruelty, and the patience of the fufferers, naturally dif-

pofedmen to examine and weigh the cauſe to which they

adhered with fo much conſtancy and reſolution. Atthe

ſame time alſo, when they were perfecuted in one city

they fled to another, and carried the discoveries of Po-

piſh fraud to every part of the world. It was by fome.

of thoſe,who were perfecuted in Germany, that the light

of the reformation was brought ſo early intoBritain.

THE power of divine providence appears,with the

moſt diftinguished luſtre, when ſmall and inconfiderable

circumſtances, and ſometimes, the weather and ſeaſons.

have, defeated the moſt formidable armaments, and

fruftrated the beſt concerted expeditions. Near two

hundred years ago, the monarchy ofSpain was in the

height
C2
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height of its power and glory, anddetermined to crush

the intereſt of the reformation. They fent out apower-

ful armament against Britain, giving it oftentatioufly,

and inmyopinion profanely, the name of the Invincible

Armada. But it pleaſedGod ſo entirely to diſcomfit it

by tempeſts, that a finall part of it returned home,

though no Britiſh force had been oppoſed to it at all.

We have a remarkable inſtance of the influence of

ſmall circumſtances in providence in the Engliſh hiſtory.

The two moſt remarkable perſons in the civil wars,had

earnestly defired to withdraw themselves from the con-

tentions of the times, Mr. Hampden and Oliver Crom-

well. They had actually taken their paſſage in a ſhip

for New-England, when by an arbitary order of coun-

cil they were compelled to remain athome. The con-

ſequence ofthis was, that one of them was the foul of

the republican oppoſition to monarchical ufurpation

during the civil wars ; and the other, in the course ofthat

conteſt, was the greateſt inſtrument in bringing the

tyrant to the block.

THE only other hiſtorial remark Iam to make is, that

the violent perfecution which many eminent Chriſtians

met with in England from their brethren, who called

themſelves Protestants, drove them ingreat numbers to

adiſtant part ofthe world, where the light of the gof-

pel and true religion were unknown. Some of the A-

merican ſettlements, particularly thoſe inNew-England,

were chiefly made by them; and as they carried the

knowledge of Chriſt to the dark places ofthe earth, fo

they continue themselves in as great a degree of purity

of faith, and ſtrictness of practice, or rather a greater,

than is to be found in any proteftant churchnow in the

world. Does notthe wrath ofmaninthis inſtance praife

God? Was not the accufer of the brethren, who ſtirs

up their enemies, thus taken in his own craftineſs, and

his kingdom ſhaken by the very means which he em-

ployed to eſtabliſh it †.

+ Leſt this ſhould be thoughtatemporiſing compliment to the peopleof

New-England, who have been the firſt ſufferers in the preſent conteft, and

have ſet ſo noble anexample of invincible fortitude inwithſtanding theviolence

II. I
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II. Iproceed now to the ſecond generalhead, which

was to apply the principles illuſtrated above to our pre-

ſent ſituation, by inferences oftruth for your inſtruction

and comfort, and by fuitable exhortations to duty in

this important criſis. And,

T

In the firſt place, I would take the opportunity on

this occafion, andfromthis ſubject, to preſs every hearer

to a fincere concern for his own foul's falvation. There

are times when the mind may be expected to be more

awake to divine truth, and the confcience more open

to the arrows of conviction than at others. A feaſon of

public judgment is of this kind, as appears fromwhat

has beenalready faid. That curioſity and attention at

leaft are raised, in ſome degree, is plain from the unusual

throng of this aſſembly. Can you have a clearer view

ofthe finfulness ofyour nature, than when the rod of

the oppreffor is lifted up, andwhenyou see men putting

onthe habit of the warrior, and collecting on every

hand the weapons ofhostility and inſtruments ofdeath?

Ido notblame your ardour in preparing for the refolute

defence of your temporal rights. But confider, I be-

ſeech you, the truly infinite importance of the falvation

of your fouls. Is it of much moment whether you and

your children ſhallbe richorpoor, at libertyor inbonds?

Is it of much moment whether this beautiful country

ſhall increaſe in fruitfulneſs from year to year, being

cultivated by active induſtry, and poffefſed by indepen-

dent freemen, or the ſcanty produce of the neglected

fields ſhall be eaten up by hungry publicans, while the

timid owner trembles at the tax-gatherers approach ?

And is it of leſs moment my brethren, whether you ſhall

be the heirs ofglory, or the heirs of hell ? Is you ftate

on earth for a few fleeting years offo much moment?

And is it of leſs moment, what ſhall be your ftate through

endleſs ages ? Have you afſfembled together willingly

tohear what ſhallbe faid on public affairs, and to join

in imploring the bleſſing ofGod on the councils and

ofoppreffion, I think it proper to obſerve, that the whole paragraph is copied

from afermon on Pfalm Ixxiv. 22. prepared and preached in Scotland, in the

month of August, 1758.
:

arms
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arms of the united colonies ? And can you be uncon-

cerned, what ſhall become of you for ever, when all

themonuments ofhuman greatneſs ſhall be laid in afhes ?

For, the earth itſelf and all the works that are thereinshall

be burnt upt.

WHEREFORE, my beloved hearers, as the ministry of

reconciliation is committed to me, I beſeech you in the

moſt earnest manner, to attend to the things that belong

to your peace, before they are hid from your eyes. How

foon, and in what manner a feal ſhall be fet upon the

character and ſtate of every perſon here preſent, it is

impoſſible toknow, for he who only can know does not

think proper to reveal it. But you may reſt aſſured, that

there is no time more fuitable, and that there is none

fo ſafe as thatwhich is preſent, ſince it is wholly uncer-

tain whether any other ſhall be yours. Those who ſhall

firſt fall in battle, have not manymorewarnings to re-

ceive. There are ſome few daring and hardened finners

whodeſpiſe eternity itſelf, and ſet their maker atdefiance;

but the far greater number by ſtaving off their convic-

tions to amore convenient ſeaſon, have been taken un-

prepared, and thus eternally loft. I would therefore ear-

neſtly preſs the apostles exhortation, We then, as work-

ers together with him, beseech you alſo, that ye receive not

the grace ofGodin vain : For hefaith, Ihave heard thee

ina time accepted, and in the day offalvation have I fuc-

coured thee : Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold,

now is the day ofsalvation .

SUFFER me to beſeech you, or rather to give you

warning not to reſt ſatisfied with a form of godliness,

denying the power thereof. There can be no true re-

ligion, till there be a diſcovery ofyour loſt ſtate by na-

ture and practice, and an unfeigned acceptance of Chrift

Jeſus, as he is offered in the gospel. Unhappy they

who either deſpiſe his mercy, or are ashamed of his

croſs ! Believe it, there is no falvation in any other.

† Is notthe whole ofthis paragraph a ſtriking ſpecimen ofthe doctor's art-

fullyblending the most important concerns, with his rebellious ſentiments, in

orderthattheymay be the more greedily drunk in ?

$ 2 Cor. vi . 1 , 2.

S. R.

There
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There is no other name under heaven given among men by

which we must besaved. Unless you are united to him

by a lively faith, not the reſentment of a haughty + mo-

narch, but the fword of divine juſtice hangs over you,

and the fulness of divine vengeance ſhall ſpeedily over-

takeyou. I do not ſpeak this only to the heaven-daring

profligate, or grovelling ſenſualiſt, but to every inſenſible

ſecure finner ; to all thoſe however decent and orderly

in their civil deportment, who live to themselves, and

have their part and portion in this life ; in fine, to all

who areyet in a ſtate of nature, for except aman be born

again, he cannot see the kingdom ofGod. The fear of

manmaymake you hide your profanity; prudence and

experiencemaymake you abhor intemperance and riot;

as you advance in life, one vice may ſupplant another

andhold its place; but nothing less than the fovereign

grace ofGod can produce a ſaving change of heart and

temper, or fit you for his immediate preſence.

2. FROM what has been faid upon this fubject, you

may fee what ground there is to give praiſe to God for

his favours alreadybeſtowed on us, reſpecting the pub-

lic cauſe. It would be a criminal inattention not to ob-

ſerve the fingular interpofition of providence hitherto,

in behalf of the American colonies. It is, however,

impoffible for me, in a fingle difcourſe, as well as im-

proper at this time to go through every step of our paſt

transactions ; I must therefore content myſelfwith a few

remarks. Howmanydiscoveries have been made of the

deſigns of enemies in Britain and among ourſelves, in

amanner as unexpected to us as to them, and in ſuch

ſeaſon as to prevent their effect ? What ſurprizing fuc-

ceſs has attended our encounters, in almoſt every in-

ſtance ? Has not the boasted diſcipline of regular and

veteran ſoldiers been turned into confufion anddiſmay

before the new and maiden courage of freemen, in de-

fence of their property and right? Inwhat great mercy

†Anepithet in no reſpect applicable to our preſent lawful Sovereign : cle-

mency and moderation are diamonds which hine with a brighter lufter in his

crown, than in any that ever ſwayed the Britiſh ſcepter.It is fubmitted, if

theepithets ofhaughty and infolent arenot vaſtly more applicable to the Doctor

than the Prince. S. R.

/
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has blood been ſpared on the ſide of this injured coun-

try ? Some important victories in the fouth have been

gained with ſo little loſs, that enemies will probably

think it has been diſſembled ; as many, even of our-

ſelves thought, till time rendered it undeniable. But

theſe were comparatively of ſmallmoment. The ſignal

advantage we have gainedbythe evacuation ofBoſton,

the ſhameful flight of the army and navy of Britain,

was brought about without the loss ofa man. To all

this wemay add, that the counſels of our enemies have

beenviſibly confounded, ſo that I believe I mayſaywith

truth, that there is hardly any ſtep which they have

taken, but it has operated ſtrongly against themselves ,

andbeenmore in our favour than if they had followed a

contrary courſe. *

WHILE we give praiſe toGod the fupreme diſpoſer

ofall events, for his interpofition inour behalf, letus

guard against the dangerous error of trusting in, or

boasting of an arm offlesh. Icouldearnestly wiſh, that

while our arms are crowned with ſucceſs, we might

content ourſelves with a modest aſcription of it to the

power of the highest t. It has given me agreat un-

eafineſs to read ſome oftentatious, vaunting expreſſions

inour news papers, though happily, I think, much re-

ſtrained of late. Let usnot return to themagain. If I

am not mistaken, not onlythe holy ſcriptures ingeneral,

and the truths of the glorious goſpel in particular, but

thewholecourſe ofprovidence feems intended to abaſe
1

•Has not the doctor, inthe whole of this paragraph, begun too foon to

boaſt, ſeeingthe harneſs was notyet put off? [1 Kings xx. 11. Wherewere

theſe ſurprizing fucceffes that attended the encounters of the rebellious colo-

nifts? Were they in the doctor's imagination, or inthe Americannews-papers ?

-Where, and at what time, did the maiden courage, as the doctor is pleaſed

toterm it, of the provincial army, turn into confufion and diſmay the difci-

pline of his Majesty's regular and veteran ſoldiers ? Was it in Canada, at

Long-Iſland, New-York, King's bridge, Fort-Waſhington, the Jerſeys ? Gr.

c.-Where were the counſels of our King's miniſters, or his commanders,

viſiblyconfounded ? Was it by the aid the doctor gave to the congrefs; or in

the pulpit at Prince-town, on the 17th of May laſt, when he founded the

alarm of war, and publicly recruited for the rebel army? S. R.

† One would have thought, that the doctor would have been for afcribing

the whole fucceſs to the Lord, which he ſo much boafts of has crowned theA-

merican arms : No; part of it, must be ascribed to the maiden courageof the

colonifts. S. R.

the
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the pride of man, and lay the vain glorious in the dust.

Howmany inſtances does hiſtory furnish us with ofthoſe

who, after exulting over, and deſpiſing their enemies,

were fignally and ſhamefully defeated* ? The truth is,

I believe, the remark may be applied univerfally, and

wemay ſay, that through the whole frame of nature, and

the whole ſyſtem of human life, that which promifes

moſt, performs the least. The flowers of fineſt colour

feldom have the ſweeteſt fragrance. The trees ofquick-

eſt growth or faireſt form, are ſeldom of the greatest

value or duration. Deep waters move with leaſt noife.

Men who think moſt are ſeldom talkative. And I think

itholds as much inwaras in anything, that every boaft-

er is a cowardt.

PARDON me, my brethren, for inſiſting ſo much up-

on this which may feem butan immaterial circumſtance.

It is in my opinion of very great moment. I look up-

on oftentation and confidence to be a fort of outrage

upon providence, and when it becomes general, and

infuſes itſelf into the ſpirit of apeople, it is a forerunner

ofdeſtruction. Howdoes Goliath the champion, armed

in a moſt formidable manner expreſs his diſdain ofDa-

vid the ſtrippling with his fling and his stone ? And

when the Philistine looked about and sawDavid, he dif-

dained him : for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a

fair countenance. And the Philistine faid unto David,

Am1a dog, that thou comeſt unto me with staves ? And

the Philistine curſed David by his gods ; and the Philistine

faid toDavid, Come to me and I will give thy flesh unto the

fowls ofthe air, and to the beasts ofthe field. But how

juſt and modeſt the reply ? ThenfaidDavid to thePhi-

listine, Thou comeſt to me with a ſword, and with aspear,

and with ashield, but Icome unto thee in the name ofthe

• There is no ſtory better known in Britiſh hiſtory, than that the officers of

the French army, the night preceeding the battle of Agincourt, played at dice

for Engliſh prifoners before they took them, and the nextday were taken by
them.

† Has not this been remarkably verified in the ſhameful flight of the doctor

fromhis pleaſaut habitation, on the approach of His Majesty's troops ? Has it

not alfobeen made evident, in the many disgraceful retreats ofhis maiden-cou-

ragedarmy,fo much boasted of by him, for doing mighty fates, on the ap-

proach of His Majesty's veteran troops ?

D

S. R.

Lord
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Lord ofhosts, theGod ofthe armies ofIfrael, whom thou

haft defied*. I was well pleaſed with a remark of this

kind thirty years ago in a pamphlett, in which it was

obſerved, that there was a great deal of prophane ofte-

nationin the names given to ſhips of war, as the Victory,

the Valiant, the Thunderer, the Dreadnought, the

Terrible, the Fire-brand, the Furnace, the Lightning,

the Infernal, and many more of the fame kind. This

the author confidered as a ſymptom of the national cha-

racter and manners very unfavourable, and not likely

to obtain the bleſſing of the God of Heavent .

3. FROM what has been faid you may learn, what en-

couragement you have to put your trust in God, and

hope for his aſſiſtance in the preſent important conflict.

He is the Lord of hosts, great in might, and ſtrong in

battle. Whoever hath his countenance and approbation,

ſhall have the beſt at last. I do not meanto ſpeak pro-

phetically, but agreeably to the analogy of faith, and

the principles ofGod's moral government. Some have

obſerved, that true religion, and, in her train, domi-

nion, riches , literature, and arts, have takentheir courſe

in a flow and gradual manner, from east to weſt ſince

the earth was ſettled after the flood, and from thence.

forbode the future glory of America. I leave this as a

matter rather of conjecture than certainty ; but obſerve,

that if your cauſe is juſt, if your principles are pure,

-and if your conduct is prudent , you need not fear

the multitude of oppofing hosts .

*

† Britain's Remembrancer.I Sam. xvii , 42, 43 , 44, 45.

$ I am ſenſible that one or two of theſe were ſhips taken from the French,

which brought their names with them Butthe greatest number had their

names impoſedin England ; and I cannot help obſerving, that the Victory often
celebrated as the finest ſhipſhip ever built in Britain, was lost in the night without

aſtorm, by ſome unknown accident, and about twelve hundred períons, ma-

nyofthem of the firſt families inthe nationwereburied with itin thedeep.

Ido not mean to infer any thing from this, but, that we ought to live under

the practical períuafion ofwhat no man will doctrinally deny, that there is no

warring with the elements, or him who directs their force, that he is able to

writediſappointment on the wiſeſt human ſchemes, and by the word of his

power to fruſtrate the efforts ofthe greatest monarch upon earth.

||It is an old and common faying, that if's and and's have ſpoiled many a

good charter. Were we to judge of the goodness of the American cauſebythe

effects which have attended it as yet, the doctor himselfmayby this time ſee,

IF
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IF your cauſe is juſt-you may look with confidence

to the Lord and intreat him to plead it as his own. You

are all my witneſſes, that this is the first time ofmy in-

troducing any political fubject into the pulpit. At this

ſeaſon, however, it is not only lawful but neceſſary ; and

Iwillingly embrace the opportunity ofdeclaring my o-

pinion without any hesitation, that the cauſe in which

America is now in arms, is the cause of justice, of li-

berty, and of human nature. So far as we have hi-

therto proceeded, I am satisfied that the confederacy

ofthe colonies, has not been the effect of pride, reſent-

ment, or fedition, but of a deep and general conviction,

that our civil and religious liberties, and conſequently

in a great meaſure the temporal and eternal happineſs

of us and our poſterity depended on the iſſue*. The

knowledge ofGod and his truths have from the begin-

ning of the world been chiefly, if not entirely confined

to theſe parts of the earth, where ſome degree of liberty

and political juſtice were to be ſeen, and great were the

difficulties with which they had to ftruggle form the im-

perfection of human ſociety, and the unjuſt decifions of

ufurped authority. There is not a ſingle inſtance in

hiſtory in which civil liberty was loft, and religious li-

that their cauſe is neither juſt, nor their principles pure, nor has their conduct

been prudent, otherwſe ſuch a train of diſappointments and unfucceſsful at-

tempts, wouldnot haveſo repeatedly marked their undertakings
S.R.

* Will the doctor's ipse dixit, that the cauſe inwhich America is now in

arms, prove that it is the cauſe ofjustice, ofliberty, and ofhuman nature ? Will

his poſitively averring, that the confederacy of the colonies, is not the effect

ofpride, reſentment, or ſedition, gain credit with anybut the deluded colo-

nifts , and theſe diſaffected to our civil adminiſtrations ? How will the doctor

be able to inſtruct, that not only the civil and religious liberties, but the tem-

poral and eternal happineſs of the Americansdependon the ſucceſsful iſſue of

their independent confederacy ? Can paying a ſmall, neceſſary, and equitable

taxation, in order to fupport and defend the Americans in their rights and

privileges, ever affect either their civil or religious liberties, or yet their tem-

poral or eternal happiness? Thọ' the doctor, and his partizans, may alledge,

the Americans being taxed at all, is an incroachment upon civil property, how

will theybe able to inſtruct, that their religious liberties have in the leaſt been

invaded; or that either their temporal or eternal happiness depend on the

iffue ?-Manyof the Americans have indeed, by their folly, endangered their

temporal happiness bytheir revolt, the doctor himself not excepted : But ifthe

eternalhappiness ofthem and their poſterity depend on a fucceſsful iſſue of it

in their favours, it is to be feared they will have but a very precarious title to

iternal felicity, even though they have the doctor himselfon their head. S. R.

berty
D2
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berty preſerved entire. If therefore we yield up our

temporal property, we at the ſame time deliverthe con-

ſcience into bondage.

You shall not, my brethren, hear from me in the

pulpit, whatyou have never heard from me inconver-

fation; I mean, railing at the king perſonally, or even

his miniſters and the parliament, and people ofBritain

as ſo many barbarous ſavages. Many of their actions

have probably been worse than their intentions. That

they ſhoulddefire unlimiteddominion, ifthey can obtain

or preferve it, is neither new nor wonderful. I do not

refuſeſubmiffion totheir unjust claims, becauſe they are

corrupt or profligate, although probably many of them

are fo ; but becauſe they are men, and therefore liable

to all the ſelfiſh bias inſeparable from human nature. I

call this claim unjuſt of making laws to bind us in all

caſes whatsoever, becauſe they are ſeperated from us,'

independant ofus, and have an intereſt in oppofing us.

Would any manwho could prevent it, give up his eftate,

perſon, and family, to the diſpoſal of his neighbour, al-

though he had liberty to chuſe the wifeft and the beſt

mafter? Surely not. This is the true and proper hinge

ofthe controversy between Great-Britain and America.

It is however to be added, that fuch is their diſtance

from us, that a wife and prudent adminiſtration ofour

affairs is as impoffible as the claimofauthority is unjust.

Such is and must be their ingnorance of the ſtate of

things here, ſo much time muſt elapfe before an error

canbe ſeen and remedied, and ſo much injustice and

partiality must be expected from the arts and miſrepre-

fentation of intereſted perſons, that for theſe colonies to

depend wholly upon the legiſlature of Great-Britain ,

would be like many other oppreffive connexions, injury

tothe maſter, and ruin to the flave*.

* Thedoctor, in this paragraph,does not onlyflylyinfinuate,butcutdeep.

TheKing, his miniſters, and the parliament, are repreſented, manyof them

at least, as unjust, corrupt, and profligate, ifnot even barbarousſavages : adialect, it

ſeems, he accustomed himself to out of the pulpit, as well as in it. Ifthe

diftance of Britain from North-America renders a prudent adminiſtration impof-

fible, and justifies their revolt ; then, upon the fame principles, and with

much more propriety, the inhabitants of South-America and the Eaſt-Indies

thould revolt from their respective ſovereigns.-Has the Britiſh claimofau-

THE
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THEmanagement ofthe war itſelfon theirpart,would

furnish new proof of this, if any were needful. Is it

not manifeſt with what abſurdity and impropriety they

have conducted their own deſigns ? We had nothing fo

much to fear as diffenfion; andthey have, by wanton

and unneceffary cruelty*, forcedus into union. At the

ſame time to let us fee what we have to expect, and

what would be the fatal conſequence of unlimited fub-

miffion, they have uniformly called thoſe acts Lenity,

which filled this whole continent with reſentment and

horror. The inneffable diſdain expreſſed by our fellow

fubject, in ſaying, " That he would not hearken to A-

merica, till she was at his feet," has armed more men,

and inſpired more deadly rage, than could have been

done by laying waſte awhole province with fire and

fword. Again, we wanted not numbers, but time;

and they fent over handful after handful, till we were

readyto oppoſe a multitude greater than they have to

ſend t. In fine, if there was one place ſtronger than

the reſt, and more able and willing to reſiſt, there they

made the attack, and left the others till they were duly

informed, completely incenfed, and fully furnishedwith

every inſtrument of war ‡.
1

thorityovertheAmericansbecome unjust, ſince thedoctortook up his refidence
amongthem? Can Britain bemore ignorantof the ſtate ofthingsthings amongthe

Americans nowthan formerly ?-Hadthe doctor kept his place inBeith, or

even inPaiſley, it would havebeen more happy for the poor infatuated and

deluded Americans to-day than it is.-
/

* What wanton inſtances of cruelty canthe doctor mean ? On the fide of

theKing'stroops wehave notheard ofany; butby the provincials, verymany.

Whenthedoctor wrote this paragraph, hadhe no mind ofthe barbarous cu-

ſtomoftaringand feathering, practised bythe provincials on his Majesty's

well-affected ſubjects; and their clearing fome of their juſt debts with a brace

ofbullets through the head ? And what amazing height of cruelty havethey

cometo, innot only laying towns and cities waſte by fire, killing in cold

blood, but inhumanely andwantonly mangling and diſmembering thebody
when dead in a moſt ſhocking manner? S. R.

† What has now become of theſe numbers ? and what mighty atchievments

havebeendone bythem ? durft they ever yet face theſe handfuls ? Nay,

havetheynot always made precipitant anddiſgraceful flights before his Ma-

jeſty'sforces?
S. R.

+ What mighty fates has not the doctor made the provincial armydo, in

the pulpitat Prince-town, onthe 17th of May laſt ! What a figure in hiftory
will the heroic actions of theſe ſons of rebellion make, infuture ages ! The

vigorous ſtand theymade atLong-Iſland! the gallant fight atNew-York!

routingtheKing's infatuated armyatKing's-bridge ! Fort Lee, &c. &c. will
celebrate their gallantry!- S. R.

1

1

1

I MEN-



( 30 )

I MENTION theſe things, my brethren, not only as

grounds of confidence inGod,who can easily overthrow

the wisdom of the wife, but as deciſive proofs of the

impoffibility of theſe great and growing ſtates, being

fafe and happy when every part of their internal polity

is dependent on Great-Britain. If, on account of their

diſtance, and ignorance of our fituation, they could not

conduct their own quarrel with propriety for one year,

how can they give direction and vigour to every depart-

ment of our civil conſtitutions from age to age* ? There

are fixed bounds to every human thing. When the

branches of a tree grow very large and weighty they

fall off from the trunk. The ſharpeſt ſword will not

pierce when' it cannot reach. And there is a certain

diſtance fromthe feat of government, where an attempt

to rule will either produce tyranny and helpleſs ſubjec-

tion, or provoke reſiſtance and effect a ſeparation .

I HAVE faid, if your principles are pure-The mean-

ing of this is, ifyourpreſent oppoſition to the claims of

the Britiſh miniſtry does not arife from a feditious and

turbulent ſpirit, or a wanton contempt of legal authori-

ty; from a blind and factious attachment to particular

perfons or parties ; or from a ſelfiſh rapacious diſpoſiti-

on, and a defire to turn public confufion to private pro-

fit-but from a concern for the intereſt of your coun-

try, and the ſafety of yourſelves and your poſterity.

On this ſubject I cannot help obſerving, that though it

would be a miracle if there were not many felfiſh per-

fons among us, and discoveries now and then made of

mean and intereſted transactions, yet they have been

comparatively inconfiderable both innumber and effect.

In general, there has been ſo great a degree of public

fpirit, that we have much more reaſon to be thankful

for its vigour and prevalence, than to wonder at the

few appearances ofdishonesty or diſaffection. It would

be very uncandid to aſcribe the univerfal ardour that
1

* It is more than probable the doctor will now he convinced, thoughtoo

late, that matters have been conductedwith as much propriety by Britain, as

ifhe himselfhad been at the helm ; notwithstanding their great distance, and
allthat ignorance andstupidity he would have them to be poffeffed of. S. RA

has
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has prevailed among all ranks of men, and the ſpirited

exertions in the moſt diſtant colonies to any thing elſe

than public ſpirit. Nor was there ever perhaps in hi-

ſtory ſo general a commotion from which religious dif-

ferences have been ſo entirely excluded. Nothing of

this kind has as yet been heard, except of late in the

abfurd, but malicious and deteftible attempts of our few

remaining enemies to introduce them. At the ſame

time I muſt alſo, for the honour of this country obſerve,

that though government in the ancient forms has been

fo long unhinged, and in ſome colonies not fufficient

care taken to ſubſtitute another in its place ; yet has

there been, by common conſent, a much greater degree

of order and public peace, than men of reflexion and

experience foretold or expected. From all theſe cir-

cumſtances I conclude favourably of the principles of

the friends of liberty, and do earnestly exhort you to

adopt and act upon thoſe which have been described,

and refift the influence of every other.

ONCE more, if to the justice ofyour cauſe, and the

purity ofyour principles you add prudence in your con-

duct, there will be the greatest reaſon to hope, by the

bleſſing ofGod, for profperity and ſucceſs. By pru-

dence in conducting this important ſtruggle, I have

chiefly in view union, firmneſs, and patience. Every

body muſt perceive the abſolute neceſſity of union. It

is indeed in every body's mouth, and therefore inſtead

of attempting to convince you of its importance, I will

only caution you againſt the uſual cauſes of deviſion.

If perfons of every rank, inſtead of implicitely comply-

ing with the orders of thoſe whom they themſelves

have choſen to direct, will needs judge every meaſure

over again, when it comes to be put in execution. If

different claſſes ofmen intermix their little private views,

or claſhing intereſt with public affairs, and marſhal into

parties, the merchant against the landholder, and the

landholder against the merchant. If local provincial

pride and jealousy arife, and you allow yourſelves to

fpeak with contempt of the courage, character, man-

ners, or even language of particular places, you are

doing

1
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doing agreater injury to the common cauſe, than you

are aware of. If ſuch practices are admitted among us,

Iſhall look upon it as one ofthe moſt dangerous ſymp-

toms, andif theybecome general, a preſage of approach-

ing ruin.

Byfirmneſs and patience, Imean a reſolute adherence

to your duty, and laying your account with many diffi-

culties as well as occaſional diſappointments. In a form-

er part of this diſcourſe, I have cautioned you againſt

oſtenation and vain glory. Be pleaſed further to obſerve,

that extremes often beget one another ; the fame perſons

who exult extravagantly on ſucceſs, are generally moſt

liable todefpondenttimidity on every little inconfiderable

defeat. Men of this character are the bane and cor-

ruption of every ſociety or party to which they belong;

but they are eſpecially the ruin of an army, if fufferedto

continue in it. Remember the viciſſitude of human

things, and the uſual courſe of providence. How often

has a juſt cauſe been reduced to the lowest ebb, and

yetwhen firmly adhered to, has become finally triumph-

ent ? I ſpeak this now while the affairs of the colonies

are in ſo profperous a ſtate, leſt this profperity itſelf

ſhould render you leſs able to bear unexpected misfor-

tunes-The fum of the whole is, that the bleſſing of

God is onlyto be looked for by those who are not want-

ing in the difcharge of their own duty. Iwould neither

have you to truſt in an arm of flesh, nor fit with folded

hands and expect that miracles ſhould be wrought in

your defence. This is a fin which is in fcripture ſtiled

temptingGod. In oppoſition to it, I would exhort you

as Joab did the host of Ifrael, who though he does not

appear to havehad a ſpotless character throughout, cer-

tainly in this inſtance ſpoke like a prudent general and a

piousman. Be of good courage, and let us behave our-

felves valiantly for our people, and for the crities of our

God; and let the Lord do that which is good in hisfight *.

I SHALL now conclude this diſcourſe by fome exhor-

tations to duty founded upon the truths, which have

:

-
-

* 2 Sam. x. 12 .

been
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been illuſtratedabove, and fuited to the intereſting ſtate

ofthis country at the preſent time ; and,

1. SUFFER me to recommend to you an attention to

the public intereſt of religion ; or, in other words, zeal

for the glory ofGod and the good of others. I have

already endeavoured to exhort finners to repentance ;

what I have here in view is to point out to you the con-

cernwhich everygood man ought to take in the national

character and manners, and the means which he ought

touſe for promoting public virtue, and bearing down

impiety and vice. This is a matter of the utmoſt mo-

ment, and which ought to be well understood, both in

its nature and principles. Nothing is more certain than

that a general profligacy and corruption of manners

makes a people ripe for deſtruction. Agood form of

government may hold the rotten materials together for

ſome time, but beyond a certain pitch even the beſt

conſtitution will be ineffectual, and flavery muſt enſue.

On the other hand, when the manners of a nation are

pure, whentrue religion and internal principles maintain

their vigour, the attempts of the moſt powerful enemies

to oppreſs them are commonly baffled and diſappointed.

This will be found equally certain, whether we confider..

the great principles ofGod's moral government, orthe

operation and influence of natural cauſes.

WHAT follows from this ? That he is the best friend

to American liberty, who is moſt ſincere and active in

promoting true and undefiled religion, and who fets

himself with the greatest firmneſs to bear down propha-

nity and immorality of every kind. Whoever is an a-

vowed enemy to God, I fcruple not to call him an ene-

my to his country. Do not ſuppoſe, iny brethren, that

I mean to recommend a furious and angry zeal for the

circumſtantials of religion, or the contentions of one

fect with another about their peculiar diſtinctions. I

do not wish you to oppoſe any body's religion, but every

body's wickedneſs. Perhaps there are few furer marks

of the reality of religion, than when a man feels himself

more joined in ſpirit to a truly holy perfon of a different

denomination, than to an irregular liver of his own.

E

It

is
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is therefore your duty, in this important and critical fea-

fon, to exert yourſelves every one in his proper ſphere

to ſtem the tide of prevailing vice, to promotetheknow-

ledge of God, the'reverence of his name and worship,

and obedience to his laws.

PERHAPS you will aſk, what it is that you are called

to do for this purpoſe farther than your own perſonal

duty ? I anſwer, this itſelf, when taken in its proper

extent, is not a little. The nature and obligation of

viſible religion is, I am afraid, little understood, and leſs

attended to.

MANY from a real or pretended fear of the imputation

of hypocrify, baniſh from their converſation and carriage ,

every appearance of refpect and fubmiffion to the living

God. What a weakness and meanneſs of ſpirit does it

diſcover for a man to be ashamed in the prefence of his

fellow finners , to profeſs that reverence to almighty

God which he inwardly feels ? The truth is, he makes

himſelf truly liable to the accufation which he means to

avoid. It is as genuine and perhaps a more culpable

hypocrify to appear to have lefs religion than you really

have, than to appear to have more. This falſe ſhame

is a more extenſive evil than is commonly apprehended.

We contribute conſtantly, though inſenſibly, to form

each others character and manners ; and therefore, the

uſefulness of a ſtrictly holy and confcientious deport-

ment is not confined to the poffeffor, but ſpreads its

happy influence to all that are within its reach. I need

ſcarcely add, that in proportion as men are diftinguiſhed

by understanding, literature, age, rank, office, wealth,

or any other circumſtance, their example will be useful

on the one hand, or pernicious on the other.

BUT I cannot content myself with barely recommend-

ing a filent example. There is a dignity in virtue which

is entitled to authority, and ought to claim it. In many

cafes it is the duty of a good man, by open reproof and

oppofition, towagewar with profaneneſs . There is afcrip-

ture precept deliveredinveryfingularterms,towhich Ibeg

your attention ; Thoushalt not hate thy brother in thy beart,

butfhalt in any ways rebuke him, and notfufferfin upon him.

How
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Howprone aremany to reprefent reproof as flowing from

ill nature and furlineſs oftemper ? The Spirit ofGod, on

the contrary, conſiders it as the effect of inward hatred,

or want of genuine love, to forbear reproof when it is

neceſſary, or may be useful. I am ſenſible there may,

in ſome cafes, be a reſtraint from prudence, agreeably

to that caution of Solomon, Caft not your pearls before

fwine, left they trample them under their feet, and turn

again and rent you. Of this every man muſt judge as

well as he can for himself; but certainly, either by

open reproof, or expreſſive filence, or ſpeedy departure

from ſuch ſociety, we ought to guard againſt being par-

takers of other mens fins.

To this let me add, that ifall men are bound in fome

degree, certain claſſes of men are under peculiar obliga-

tions to the diſcharge ofthis duty. Magiſtrates, mini-

ſters, parents, heads of families, and those whom age

has rendered venerable, are called to use their authority

and influence for the glory of God and the good of o-

thers . Bad men themselves diſcover an inward convic-

tion of this, for they are often liberal in their reproaches

of perſons of grave characters of religious profeffion, if

they bear with patience the profanity of others. Instead

of enlarging on the duty ofmen in authority in general,

I muſt particularly recommend this matter to thoſe who

have the command of foldiers inliſted for the defence of

their country. The caufe is facred, and the champions

for it ought to be holy. Nothing is more grieving to

the heart of a good man, than to hear from those who

are going to the field, the horrid found of curfing and

blafphemy ; it cools the ardour of his prayers, as well

as abates his confidence and hope in God. Many more

circumſtances affect me in fuch a cafe, than I can enlarge

upon, or indeed easily enumerate at preſent ; the glory

ofGod, the intereſt of the deluded finner, going like a

devoted victim and imprecating vengeance on his own

head, as well as the cauſe itſelf committed to his care.

We have fometimes taken the liberty to forebode the

downfall of the Britiſh empire, from the corruption and

degeneracy of thepeople. Unhappilythe Britiſh ſoldiers

haveE2
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havebeendiftinguiſhed among allthe nations inEurope,

for the moſt ſhocking profanity. Shallwethenpretend

to emulate them in this infernal distinction, or rob them

of the horrid privilege ? God forbid. Let the officers

ofthe army in every degree remember, that as military

ſubjection, while it laſts, is the moſt complete of any,

it is in their power greatly to reſtrain, ifnot wholly to

baniſh , this flagrant enormity.

2. I EXHORT all who are not called to go into the

field, to apply themselves with the utmoſt diligence to

works of induſtry. It is in yourpower, by this means,

not only to fupply the neceffities, but to add to the

ſtrength ofyour country. Habits of induſtry prevailing

in a fociety, not only increaſe its wealth, as their im-

mediate effect, but they prevent the introduction of

many vices, and are intimately connected with fobriety

and good morals. Idleneſs is the mother or nurse of

almoſt every vice ; and want, which is its infeparable

companion, urges menon to the moſt abandoned and

deftructive courſes. Induſtry, therefore, is a moralduty

of the greatest moinent, abſolutely neceſſary to national

profperity, and the fure way of obtaining the bleffing of

God. I would alfo obſerve, that in this, as in every

other part of God's government, obedience to his will

is as much a natural mean, as a meritorious cauſe of

the advantage we wish to reap from it. Induſtry brings

up a firm and hardyrace. He who is inured to the la-

bour of the field, is prepared for the fatigues of a cam-

paign. The active farmer, who riſes with the dawn,

and follows his team or plow, muſt inthe end be an

overmatch for theſe effeminate and delicate foldiers, who

are nurſed in the lap of felf-indulgence, and whoſe

greatest exertion is in the important preparation for, and

tedious attendance on, amasquerade, or midnight ball *.

* It is probable the doctor is, by this time, thoroughly convinced, that the

Britiſh troops canexert themselves, in another mannerthan he here repreſents

them, when they have an occafion put into their hand in the field. And it,

would, nodoubt, be verymortifying to the doctor, to seetheſe activefarmers,

whomhe says would be an over-match for theſe effeminate and delicate foldiers,

diſgracefully, on every occafion, flying before them, and the doctor himself

obliged to bear them company. SR
3. IN
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3. Inthe last place, fuffer me to recommend toyou

frugality inyour families, and every other article of ex-

pence. This the state of things among us renders ab-

ſolutely neceſſary, and it ſtands in the most immediate

connection both with virtuous induſtry, and active

public ſpirit. Temperance in meals, moderation and

decencyindreſs, furniture, andequipage, have, Ithink,

generally been characteriſtics ofa diftinguiſhed patriot.

Andwhen the ſame ſpirit pervades a people in general,

they are fit for every duty, and able to encounter the

moſt formidable enemy. The general fubject of

the preceding diſcourſe has been the wrath of man

praiſingGod. Ifthe unjust oppreffion ofyour enemies,

which with-holds from you many of the uſual articles

of luxury and magnificence, ſhall contribute to make

you clothe yourſelves andyour children with the works

ofyour own hands, and cover your tables with the fa-

lutary productions ofyour own foil, it will be a new il-

luſtration of the fame truth, and a real happinefs to

yourselves and your country.

I COULD wiſh to have every good thing done from

the pureſt principles and the noblest views. Confider,

therefore, that the Chriſtian character, particularly the

felf-denial of the gospel, ſhould extend to your whole

deportment. In the early times of Chriſtianity, when

adult converts were admitted to baptifm, they were

aſked among other queſtions, Do you renounce the

world, its ſhews, its pomp, and its vanities ? I do. The

form of this is ſtill preſerved in the adminiſtration of

baptifm, where we renounce the devil, the world, and

the flesh. This certainly implies not only abſtaining

from acts of groſs intemperance and exceſs, but ahu-

mility of carriage, a restraint and moderation in all your

deſires. The fame thing, as it is ſuitable to your Chri-

ſtian profeſſion, is alſo neceſſary to make you truly in-

dependent in yourſelves, and to feed the fource of libe-

rality and charity to others, or to the public. The

riotous and waſteful liver, whoſe craving appetites make

him conſtantly needy, is and must be fubject to many

maſters , according to the ſaying of Solomon, The borrow-

1
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er isfervant to the lender. Butthe frugal and moderate

perſon, who guides his affairs with difcretion, is able

to aſſiſt in public counſels by a free and unbiaffed judg-

ment, to fupply the wants of his poor brethren, and

fometimes , by his eſtate, and ſubſtance, to give im-

portant aid to a ſinking country.

UPON the whole, I beſeech you to make a wife im-

provement ofthe preſent threatning aſpect ofpublic af-

fairs, and to remember that your duty to God, to your

country, to your families, and to yourſelves, is the

fame. True religion is nothing else but an inward

temper and outward conduct, ſuited to your ſtate and

circumſtances in providence at any time. And as peace

with God, and conformity to him, adds to the fſweet-

neſs of created comforts, while we poſſeſs them, ſo in

times of difficulty and trial, it is in the man of piety

and inward principle, that we may expect to find the

uncorrupted patriot, the useful citizen, and the in-

vincible foldier. God grant that in America, true re-

ligion and civil liberty may be infeparable, and that the

unjuſt attempts to destroy the one, may in the iſſue

tend to the ſupport and eſtabliſhment of both.

THE END.
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AN

ADDRESS

TO THE

NATIVES of SCOTLAND , refiding

in AMERICA .

Countrymen and Friends,

S foon as I had conſented to the publication ofthe

Asing fo I felt an irreſiſtible defire to

accompany it with a few words addreſſed to you inpar-

ticular. I am certain I feel the attachment of country

as far as it is a virtuous or laudable principle, perhaps it

would be nearer the truth to ſay, as far as it is a natural

and pardonable prejudice. He who is ſo pleaſed may

attribute it to this laſt when I say, that I have never ſeen

cauſe to be ashamed of the place of my birth ; that ſince

the revival of arts and letters inEurope, in the cloſe of

the fourteenth and beginning of the fifteenth century,

the natives of Scotland have notbeen inferior to thoſe

of any other country, for genius, erudition, military

proweſs , or any ofthoſe accomplishments which improve

or embelliſh human nature. When to this it is added,

that fince my coming to America at an advanced period

of life, the friendſhip of my countrymen has been as

much above my expectation as defert ; I hope every

reader will conſider what is now to be offered, as the

effect not only of unfeigned good-will, but ofthe moſt
ardent affection.

It has given me no little uneaſineſs to hear the word

Scotch used as a term of reproach in the American con-

troverfy, which could only be upon the fuppofition

that ſtrangers of that country are more univerſally op-

poſed to the liberties ofAmerica than those who were

born
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born in South-Britain, or in Ireland. I am ſenſible that

this has been done infome news-papers and contempt-

ible anonymous publications, in a manner that was nei-

ther warranted by truth, nor dictated by prudence.

There are many natives of Scotland in this country,

whoſe oppofition to the unjust claims of Great-Britain

has been as early and uniform, founded upon as rational

and liberal principles, and therefore likely to be as laſt-

ing, as that of any fet ofmen whatever. As to Great-

Britain itſelf, time has now fullydiscovered that the real

friends of America in any part of that kingdom were

very few ; and those whoſe friendſhip was diſintereſted,

and in no degree owing to their own political factions,

ſtill fewer. The wife and valuable part of the nation

were, and as yet are, in a great meaſure ignorant ofthe

ſtate ofthings in this country ; neither is it easy for the

bulk ofapeople to shake offtheir prejudices, and open

their eyes upon the great principles of univerſal liberty.

It is therefore at leaſt very difputable, whether there is

any just ground for the distinction between Scots and

Engliſh on this ſubject at all...

This difpute, however, I donot meanto enter upon,

becauſe it is of too little moment to find a place here,

but ſuppoſing that, in fome provinces eſpecially, the

natives of Scotland have been too much inclined to fup-

port the ufurpations of the parent ſtate, I will firſt en-

deavour to account for it, by aſſigning fome of its pro-

bable cauſes ; and then offer a few confiderations which

ſhould induce them to wipe offthe aſperſion entirely, by

acontrary conduct.

As to the firſt oftheſe, I will mentionwhat I ſuppoſe

tohavebeen the firſt and radical caufe, and which gave

birth to every other, ofthe difaffection of fome ofthe

natives of Scotland to the juſt privileges of America.

What I have in view was the friends of liberty in many

places of America, taking the part of, and feeming to

conſiderthemſelves as in agreat meaſure engaged in the

fame cauſe with, that very diftinguiſhed perſon, John

Wilkes, Efq; of London. This was done, not only

inmanywritings and news-paper differtations, but one
or

1
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or two colonies, inſome oftheir most reſpectable meet-

ings, manifeſted their attachment to him, and ſeemed

to confider him as their patron and friend. N° 45,

which was the moſt offenfive number of a worthlefs

paper, was repeated and echoed, by the moſt filly and

ridiculous allufions to it, through every part of the

country, and bymany who could not tell what was fig-

nified by the term.

or

Itwillnotbe neceſſary to ſay much onthe prudence

offuch conduct, becauſe I ſuppoſe thoſe who expected

Wilks's mob would pulldown the parliament-houſe,

that there would be inſurrections all over the kingdom

in behalf ofAmerica, are by this time fully fatisfied of

their mistake. It appears now in the clearest manner,

that, till very lately, thoſe who ſeemed to take the part

ofAmerica inthe Britiſh parliament, never did it on

Americanprinciples. They either did not underſtand,

orwere not willing to admit, the extent of our claim .

Even the great Lord Chatham's bill for reconciliation

would not have been accepted here, anddid not mate

riallydiffer from what the miniſtry would have conſent-

edto. The truth is, the far greatest part ofthe coun-

tenance given in Britain to the complaints ofthis coun-

try, was by those who had no other intention in it than

touſethemas an engine ofoppofition to the miniſtry for

the time being. It is true, ſome of them have now

learned to reaſon very juſtly, and upon the moſt liberal

principles ; but their numberis not great, and it was

not the cafe with any one ſpeaker orwriter, whoſe works

Ihave had the opportunity ofperuſing, tillthe very laſt

ſtage of the quarrel.

What effect this Wilkiſm (if I may ſpeak fo) ofmany

Americans maybe ſuppoſed to have haduponthe minds

ofgentlemenfrom Scotland, it isnot difficult to explain.

That gentleman, and his afſſociates, thought proper to

found the whole of their oppoſitionto thethenminiſtry,

upon acontempt andhatred ofthe Scots nation ; and by

themoſt illiberal methods, andthe moſt ſcandalous falfe-

hoods, to ſtir up a nationaljealouſy betweenthe northen

and fouthern parts of the island. There was not a vile
F term
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term orhateful idea, which ancient vulgar animoſityhad

ever ufed, though long union had made them ſcarcely

intelligible, which he did not rake up and attempt to

bring into credit, by writing and conversation. The

conſequence of this is well known. Wilks and ſome

others were burnt in effigy in Scotland; and it produced

ſo general an attachment to the king and miniſtry, as

has not yet ſpent its force. In theſe circumſtances is

it to bewondered at that manywho left Scotland, with-

in the laſt fifteen years, when they heard Wilks, and

thoſe who adhered to him, extolled and celebrated by

the fons of liberty, ſhould be apt to confider it as an e-

vidence of the ſame ſpirit, and that theywere engaged

in ſupport of the ſame caufe. Perhaps we may go a

little higher with this remark, in tracing political ap-

pearances to their ſource. It is generally faid, that the

King himselfhas diſcovered a violent, rancorous,perſonal

hatred against the Americans. If this be true, and I

know nothing to the contrary, itmaybe easily account-

ed for upon the very fame principles.

I am far from ſuppoſing that this was agood reafon

for any man's being cool to theAmerican cauſe, which

was as different from that of Wilks, as light is from

darkness. It was indeed doing great dishonour to the

noble ſtruggle, to ſuppoſe it to have any connectionwith

who ſhould be in or out of court-favour at London ;

andtherefore it was always my opinion, that those who

railed against the King and miniſtry only, did not carry

the argument home, nor fully underſtand the nature of

their own plea. In orderto justify the American oppo-

fition, it is not neceſſary to ſhew that the perfons in

power have invaded liberty in Britain; it is fufficient to

fay, that they, with the concurrence of the whole na-

tion,have refused to fuffer it to continue in the colonies.

This leads me to the fecond part of my deſign, which

was to lay before you the reasons which, I think, ſhould

induce every lover ofjustice and ofmankind, not only

to be a well-wisher, but a firm and ſtedfaſt friend to A-

merica, in this important conteft.

It has been often faid, that the preſent is likely to be

1
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an important æra toAmerica. Ithink we may ſaymuch

more; it is likely to be an important æra in the hiſtory.

ofmankind. In the ancient migrations, anew country

was generally fettled by a ſmall unconnected, and often

an ignorant band. The people and the foil were alike

uncultivated, and therefore they proceeded to improve-

ment byvery flow degrees ; nay, manyofthem fellback

and degenerated into a ſtate vaſtly more ſavage than the

people from whence they came. InAmerica we fee a

rich and valuable foil, and an extenſive country, taken

poffeffionofby the power, the learning, andthe wealth

ofEurope. For this reaſon it is now exhibiting to the

world a ſcene which was never seen before. It has had

aprogreſs in improvement and population, ſo rapid as

no political calculators have been able to afcertain. I

look upon every thing that has been faid upon this fub-

ject to be mere conjecture, except in ſuch places as there

has been an actual numeration. When men ſay that

America doubles its number in fifteen, twenty, or

twenty-five years, they ſpeak by gueſs, andthey ſayno-

thing. In fome places that may be under or over the

truth; but there are vaſt tracts of land that fill every

year with inhabitants, andyetthe old ſettled places ſtill

continue to increaſe.

It is proper to obſerve, that the Britiſh ſettlements

have been improved in a proportion far beyond the fet-

tlements of other European nations. To what can this

be aſcribed ? Not to the climate; for they are of all

climates : Not to the people ; for they are a mixture of

allnations. It must therefore be refolved ſingly into the

degree of Britiſh liberty which theybrought from home,

and which pervaded more or less their ſeveral conſtituti-

ons.
It has been repeated to us, Iknow not how often,

by the mercenary ſhort-fighted writers in favour offub-

miſſion to, or re-union with Great-Britain, that we have

thriven very much in paſt times by our dependence on

the mother-country, and therefore we ſhould be loth to

part. Theſe writers forget that the very complaint is,

that ſhe will not fuffer us to enjoy our ancient rights.

Can any paſt experience ſhewthat we shall thrive under

F2 new
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new impoſitions ? I ſhould be glad anyfuch reaſoners

would attempt to prove that wehave thrivenby our de

pendence, and not by the degree ofindependence which

wehave hitherto enjoyed. Ifwe have thriven by our

dependence, I conceive it is a neceſſary conſequence

that thoſe provinces must have thriven moſt which have

been moſt dependent. But the contrary is ſelf-evident.

Thoſe which have hitherto enjoyed the freeſt form of

government, thoughgreatly inferior in foil and climate,

have yet outſtrippedthe others in numberofpeople and

value of land, merely becauſe the laſt were more under

the influence of appointments and authority from

1

home.

When this is the undeniable ſtate ofthings, canany

perfon ofa liberal mind wiſh that theſe great and grow-

ing countries ſhould be brought back to a ſtate offub-

jection to a diſtant power ? Andcan any mandeny, that

ifthey had yielded to the claims of the Britiſh parlia-

ment, they would have been no better than a parcel of

tributary ſtates, ruledby lordly tyrants, and exhausted

byunfeeling penfioners, under the commiſſion of one

too diftant to hear the cry of oppreffion, and furround-

edbythosewho had an intereſt in deceiving him*. It

ought, therefore, in myopinion, to meet with the cor-

dial approbation ofevery impartial perſon, as I am con-

fident it will of pofterity, that they have united for com-

mon defence, and refolved that they will be both free

and independent, becauſe they cannot be the one with-

out the other.
:

As this meaſure, long foreſeen, has nowtaken place,

I shall beg leave to ſay a few things upon it; in which
:

* Thedoctor, in the whole ofthis Addreſs, as well as in fundry paffages in

the preceding Sermon, has given unconteſted evidences of his being an impla-

cableenemyboth to hisKing and country. In the preſent paragraph, andp. 42.

and in Serm. p. 9, 23 , 28, 36. he ſpeaks with the utmoſt indignity ofhis law-

ful fuperiors. Could even Wilks himself, that arch enemy to his lawful So-

vereign, and to the prudent meaſures of the Britiſh parliament, have uttered

himfelfwithmore contempt and diſdain ? Is itpoſſible for the moſt ſtench

friends ofthedoctor, to offer any apology for the ſide he hasnow taken, and

the parthe is at preſent acting ? Does it at all comport with his former prin-

ciples and profeffion to act the part of a traitor to his King, an enemy to his

country, and afower of fedition and rebellious courſes among his fellow-fub-

jects, which the Spirit ofGoddeclares to be as thefin ofwitchcraft ? S. R.

Imean
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I mean to ſhow, 1. That it was neceffary. 2. That it

will be honourable and profitable. And, 3. That, in

all probability, it will be no injury, but a real advantage,
to the Iſland of Great-Britain.

1. It had become abſolutely neceſſary. Allreconci,

liation, but upon the footing of abſolute unconditional

fubmiffion, had been poſitively refuſed by Great-Bri-

tain ; unless , therefore, the colonies had refolved to

continue in a loose and broken ſtate, with the name of

agovernmentwhich they had taken arms to oppoſe, the

ſtep which they have now taken could not havebeen a-

voided. Besides, things had proceeded ſo far, and fuch

meaſures had been taken onboth fides, that it hadbe,

come impoſſible to lay down a ſcheme by which they

ſhouldbe fure of our dependence, and we, at the ſame

time, fecured in our liberties. While things continued

intheir ancient ſtate, there was perhaps a power on the

part of each, ofwhich they were hardly confcious, of

were afraid and unwilling to exert. But after the en-

croachments had been made and reſiſted, to expect any

thing elfe than a continual attempt to extend authority

on the one hand, and to guard against it on the other,

is to diſcover very little knowledge of human nature.

In ſuch a ſituation, though every claim of America

ſhould be yielded, ſhe would foon be either in a ſtate

of continual confufion, or abſolute ſubmiffion. The

king ofEngland, living in his Engliſh dominions, would

not, and indeeddurſt not, affent to any act ofanAme-

rican legiflature, that was, or was ſuppoſed to be hurt-

ful to his Engliſh ſubjects. This is not founded on con-

jecture, but experience. There is not (at leaſt Dean

Swift affirms it) any dependence of Ireland upon Eng-

land, except an act of the Irish parliament, that the king

ofEngland ſhall be the king ofIreland. This laſt has

a ſeperate independent legiflature, and in every thing

elſe, but the above circumſtance, ſeems to be perfectly

free ; yet if any man ſhould affert, that the one king-

dom is not truly fubject to the other, he would, in my

opinion, know very little of the ſtate and history of ei-
ther.

2. A ftate

:
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2. Aftate of independency will be both honourable

and profitable to this country. I paſs over manyadvan-

tages in the way of commerce, as well as in other re-

ſpects, that must neceſſarily accrue from it, that Imay

dwell a little on the great and leading benefit, which is

the foundation of all the reſt. We shall have the op-

portunityof forming plans ofgovernment upon the moſt

rational, juſt, and equal principles. I confess I have al-

ways looked upon this with akind of enthufiaftic fatis-

faction. The cafe never happened before fince the world

began. All the governmentswe have read ofin former

ageswere fettled by caprice oraccident,bythe influence

ofprevailing parties orparticular perſons, or preſcribed

bya conqueror. Important improvements indeed have

been forced upon ſome conſtitutions by the Spirit of

daringmen, ſupportedbyfucceſsful inſurrections. But

to feegovernment, inlarge and populous countries, fet-

tled from its foundation, by deliberate counſel, and di-

"rected immediately tothe publicgoodof the preſent and

future generations, while the people are waiting for the

decifion with full confidence inthe wisdom and impar-

tiality of thoſe to whom theyhave committed the im-

portant truſt, is certainly altogether new. We learn

indeed from hiſtory that ſmall tribes and feeble "new

ſettlements, did sometimes employ one man of eminent

wiſdom, to prepare a ſyſtem of laws for them. Even

this was a wife meaſure, and attended with happy effects .

But, how vaſt the difference, whenwe have the expe-

rience of all paſt ages, the history ofhuman ſociety, and

the well-known cauſes ofprofperity and miſery in other

governments, to afſiſt us in the choice*?

The profpect of this happy circumſtance, and the

poffibility of losing it, and fuffering the ſeaſon topaſs

over, has filled mewith anxiety for ſome time. So far

as we have hitherto proceeded, there has been great

*Itwould havequite exceeded everydegree of modesty for thedoctor to

havehere mentioned bis own aſſiſtance ; though, nodoubt itwas the thoughts

ofbeing employed to plana ſyſtem ofgovernment, andform acod of laws,

forthe regulation of the revolted provinces of America, that filled him with a

kind ofenthusiasticsatisfaction, touſe his own phrafe, at the preſent ſcheme of

independency, as this would conſiderably gratify his ambitious mind.. S.R.

unanimity
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unanimity and public ſpirit. The inhabitants of every

province, and perſons of all denominations, have vied

with each other in zeal for the common intereſt. But,

was it not to be feared that fome men would acquire

over-bearing influence ? that human weakness and hu-

man paſſions would diſcover themſelves, and prevent the

finiſhing of what had been ſo happily begun ? In the

time of the civil wars inEngland, had they fettled a

regular form of government affoon as the parliament

hadobtained an evident fuperiority, their liberties would

never have been ſhaken, and the revolution would have

been unneceffary. But by delaying the thing ſo long,

they were broken into parties and bewildered in their

views, and at laſt tamely ſubmitted, without reſiſtance,

to that verytyranny againſt which they had fought with

ſo much glory and ſucceſs. For this reason Ithink that

every candid and liberal mind ought to rejoice in the

meaſures lately taken throughthe ſtates ofAmerica, and

particularly the late declaration of independence, as it

will not only give union and force to the meaſures of

defence, while they are neceſſary, but lay a foundation

for the birth of millions, and the future improvement

of a great part ofthe globe. I have only further to

obſerve,

3. That Iam confident the independence ofAmerica

will, in the end, be to the real advantage of the Iſland

ofGreat-Britain. Were this even otherwise, it would

be aweak argument against the claim ofjustice. Why

ſhould the ſecurity or profperity of this vast country be

facrificed to the ſuppoſed intereſt of an inconfiderable

ſpot ? But I cannot believe that the miſery and ſubjec-

tion ofany country on earth, is neceſſary to the happi-

neſs of another. Blind partiality and ſelf-intereſt may

repreſent it in this light ; but the opinion is deluſive,

the ſuppoſition is falſe. The ſucceſs and increaſe of one

nation is, or maybe, a benefit to every other. It is

ſeldom, indeed, that a people in general can receive and

adopt theſe generous ſentiments ; they are nevertheless

perfectly juſt. It is induſtry only, and not poffeffions,

that makes the ſtrength and wealth of a nation; and

this
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this is nothindered, but encouraged, provoked, and re-

wardedby the induſtry of others *.

But to leave the general principle, or rather to apply

it to the cafe ofGreat-Britain and America: What pro-

fit has the former hitherto received from the latter ? and

what can it reaſonably expect for the future? Only its

trade, and ſuch part of that trade as tends to encourage

the induſtry and increaſe the number of the inhabitants.

of that Iſland. It will be faid, they intend to raiſe a

large, clear, net revenueupon us, by taxation. It has

been ſhewn by many, that all the taxes which they could

raife, would only ſerve to feed the inſatiable defire of

wealth in placemen and penfioners, to increase the in-

✔fluence of the crown, andthe corruption ofthe people.

It was by the acquifition of numerous provinces that

Rome haftened to its ruin. But even ſuppoſing it o-

therwise, and that without anybad conſequence among

themselves, they were to acquire a great addition to

their yearly revenue, for every ſhilling they gained by

taxes, they would loſe ten inthe way oftrade. For a

trifling addition to the fums ofpublic money to be ap

plied or waſted by miniſters of ſtate, theywould loſe ten

times the quantity diſtributed among useful manufac-

turers, the ſtrength and glory of a ſtate. I think this

has been ſometimes compared to thedifference between

draughts of fpirituous liquors to intoxicate the head or

weaken the stomach, and cool refreſhing food to give

foundness, health, and vigour to every member of the

body.

The trade, then, ofAmerica, as foon as peace is fet-
tled, will be as open to them as ever. But it willbe

faid, they have now an excluſive trade, they will then

but ſhare it with other nations. I anſwer, an exclufive

trade is not easily preſerved, and when it is preferved,

the restriction is commonly more hurtful than useful.

Trade is of a nice and delicate nature ; it is founded

upon intereſt : It will force its way wherever intereſt

leads, and can hardly by any art be made to go in ano-

1 * SeeDavidHume'sEffay on thejealousy oftrade.

:
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ther direction. The Spaniards havean exclufive trade,

as far as theypleaſe to confine it, to their own planta-

tions. Do they reap much benefit from it? I believe

not. Has it made their own people more induſtrious at

home? Just the contrary. Does it, in the natural

courſe of things, make apeople leſs careful to work as

well and as cheap as others, to procure voluntary pur-

chafers, when they know they can send their goods to

thoſe who are obliged to take them? Does it notboth

tempt and enable great merchants in the capital, to im-

port from other nations what they can export to fuch a

forced market, to advantage? By this means a confider-

able profit maycome into the coffers ofa few particu

lars, while no eſſential ſervice is done to the people, and

the ultimate profit is carried to that country where the

goods are produced or fabricated. It has been repeat-

edly faid, by political writers in England, that the ba-

lance of trade is against that country to every nation,

excepting Portugal, and their own plantations. Iwill

not anſwer for the truth or univerfality of this afſertion ;

but ifit is true in anymeaſure, I willventure to affirm,

upon the principles of general reaſon, that the caufe

which produces it is no other than the excluſive trade

theyhave hitherto enjoyed to the American ſettlements.

Butthe circumſtance which I apprehend will contria

bute molt to the intereſt ofGreatBritain in American

Independence is, its influence inpeopling and enriching

this great continent. It will certainlytend tomake the

American States numerous, powerful, and opulent, to

a degree not eaſily conceived. Thegreat and penetrat.

ing Montesquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, has thewn in

the clearest manner, that nothing contributesſo much

to the profperity of apeople, as the ſtate of ſociety a-

mong them, and theform oftheir government. A free

government overcomes every obſtacle, makes a defart

afruitful field, and fills a bleak and barren countrywith

all the conveniencies of life. If ſo, what must be the

operation of this powerful cauſe upon countries enjby-

ing, in the highest degree, every advantage that canbe

derived from ſituation, climate, and foil ? Ifthe trade

G of
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ofAmerica has hitherto been ofſogreat benefit toEng-

land, how much more valuable may it be when theſe

countries ſhall be ſtill more highly improved, if ſhe ſhall

continue to enjoy it ? This argument is liable to no

objection but what may arife from the lofs ofan exclu-

five trade, which I have alreadyconfidered. It maybe

added, however, that there is not now, nor ever has

been, any averſion inthe Americans to the people of

Great-Britain,ſo that they may be fure of our trade, if

they treat us as well as others ; and if otherwise, they

do not deferve it.

I might illuſtrate the argument, by ſtating the pro-

bable conſequences ofa contrary ſuppoſition. IfGreat-

Britain ſhould prevail, or overcome the American ſtates,

and eſtabliſh viceroys, with abſolute authority, in every

province, all men of ſpirit and lovers of freedom would

certainly withdraw themſelves to a corner, if ſuchcould

be found, out of the reach of tyranny and oppreffion.

The numbers of the people at any rate would ſenſibly

decreaſe, their wealth would be ſpeedily exhausted, and

there would remain only a nominal authority over a de-

folate country, in refurn for a vaſt expence laid out in

the conqueſt, and in place of a great and profitable

trade, by whichboth nations were made happy. One

of the arguments, if they maybe called fo, made uſe of

against this country, and on which an obligation to o-

bedience has been founded, is taken from the expence

they have been at in blood and treasure for our

protection in former wars. This argument has been

often anſwered in the fullest manner ; but ifthey ſhall

continue to urge it, how fearful to think of the obliga-

tions we shall be under, after this war is finiſhed ? Then

ſhall we owe them all the fums which they ſhall have laid

out in fubduing us, and all that we have ſpent in at-

tempting to prevent it; all the blood which they ſhall

have ſhed in attacking us, and all that we shall have ſpilt

in our own defence *. There is unquestionably a loſs

to

•Thetime has beenwhen the doctor would have thought all this highly

juſtand equitable; and nodoubtright inthinking fo. Maynot this afford a

melancholy
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to Great-Britain, by the one fide ofthe account as well

as the other ; and it tends to ſhow, in the clearest man-

ner, the unspeakable folly, as well as great injustice, of

the promoters ofthis war.

Thus I have ſtated to you, though very briefly, the

principles on which I think the American cauſe ought

to be pleaded, and on which it ought to be eſpouſed and

ſupported, by every lover of justice and of mankind.

But though the general plea in justice were leſs clear

than it is, there is a light in which the conduct of the

oppoſers of it has always appeared to me unreaſonable

and ungenerous to the highest degree. That reſiſtance

to Great-Britain has been determined on, in the moſt

refolute manner, through all the colonies, by a vaſt ma-

jority, is not only certain, but undeniable. In the be-

ginning of the controversy, fome writers, with an im-

pudence hardly to be paralelled, called the fact in

queſtion, attempted to deceive the people in this country,

and effectually deceived the people ofEngland, by mak-

ing them believe, that it was only a few factious and

violent men that had engaged in the contest*. It is

not very long ſince a writer had the courage to affert,

that, " nine tenths ofthe people ofPennsylvania were

againſt independence." The falſehood of fuch mifre-

preſentations is now manifeſt, and indeed was probably

known from the beginning, bythose who defired tohave

them believed. Taking this for granted, then, for an

inconſiderable minority, whether natives or ſtrangers,

melancholy reflection to thedoctor himself, and the other leaders of theA-

merican rebellion? What blood and treasure have already been expended,

inthis ruinous and expenſive war ! and who can tell how much moremayyet

beadded to the account, before a period is put to it ? Who canbe blamed

for it, but the promoters of the rebellion ? The leaders of this people have caused

them to err, and brought them into deep waters. S. R.

*Admitting it to be, even as the doctor would have it, that a vast majority

through all the colonies were for reſiſting the authority of Great Britain, would

it at alljuſtify the atrocious crime, or excuſe theſe factious and ſelf-deſigning

men, whoprimarly agitated the revolt, and inflamedthe minds ofthe delud-

ed populace ? Would it be a ſanction for iniquity, though the greatest part of

theworldwere become irreligious andprofane ?-But we are credibly informed,

by ſundry perſons who have left the reſpective colonies fince the revolt took

place, that the infurrection in America is far from being general. The kind-

ly receptionhis Majesty's forces have met with, juſtifies the affertion. S. R.

G2 to
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to fet themselves in oppoſition to the public councils, is

contrary to reafon andjustice, andeven tothe very firſt

principles ofthe focial life.

If there is any principle that was never controverted

upon the ſocial union, it is, that as a body every ſociety

must be determinedbythe plurality. There was a time

when it was not only juſt and conſiſtent but neceffary,

that every one ſhould ſpeak his mind freely and fully of

the neceffity or expediency ofrefifting the authority of

Great-Britain : But that time is over long ago. The

meaſures being refolved upon, andthe conflict begun,

onewho is barely neuter can ſcarce be forgiven ; a fe-

cret plodding enemy must be confidered as a traitor*.

Everyperfonwhocontinued amongus after the deciſive
reſolutions formed by all the colonies, ought to becon-

fidered as pledging his faith and honour to aſſiſt in the

common caufe. Let me try to illuſtrate it by a fimilar

cafe. Suppoſe that a ſhip at fea ſprings a leak, which

expoſes the whole companyto the moſt imminent dan-

ger of periſhing. Suppoſe a counſel is called ofall the

perfonsonboard to determine what port they ſhall en-

deavour to gain. Then it is not only the right, but the

duty of every one to ſpeak his own judgment, and to

preſs it upon others by every argument in his power.

Suppofe a great majoritydetermines to push for a certain

place, and to go to the pump by turns every quarter of

an hour; but that two, or three, or one, ifyou pleafe,

isof opinion that they ſhould have gone another courſe,

becauſeof thewind, current, or any other circumftance,

and that it would be beſt to change hands at the pump

only every half hour. All this is well. But ifafterthe

determination, this ſame gentleman, becauſe his advice

* Ifa fecretplodding enemy, according to the doctor, muft be confidered

as a traitor, and nodoubt punished as fuch; what shallbe faid of anopen

and avowed enemy; and what examplary punishment is dueunto him ? Is

the year 1745 and 1746, when the laft rebellion took place in Scotland, the

doctorwas thenof opinion, thatthe rebels had justly forfeited His Majesty's

clemencyand protection, and deſerved to be examplary puniſhed as enemies

to their king and country. Will he not alſo think, that the American rebels

have incured His Majesty's diſpleafure, and ſhould be punished as trai-
tors?

S.R.

was
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was not followed, ſhould refuse to pump at all, ſhould

flily alter the ſhip's courſe, or deaden herwayby every
means in his power, or even ſhould only, by continual

complaints and defpondent fears, diſcourage others on

whoſe activity the common fafety depended. I defire to

know what treatment he would receive or deferve ?

Without doubt he would be thrown over board in lefs

time than I have taken to ſtate the cafe. I am not able

to perceive the leaft difference between this fuppofi-

tion and what takes place in America at the preſent

time. T

Ifthis argument is juſt with respect to every inhabi-

tant of the country, it ought to have ſome additional

weightwith those who are not natives, and whoſe reſi-

dence is not certain, or has not been long. There is

a great degree ofindecency in ſuch taking any part a-

gainſt what the majority of the inhabitants think to be

their intereſt and that of their country. Were they e-

ven wrong, their mistake ſhould be lamented, not re-

fifted; on the contrary, it would be the part both of

generofity and justice to fupport them effectually in a

contest which wisdom would have declined. We fee

indeed every day melancholy inftances of a baſe and

ſelfiſh temper operating different ways. Many when

they do not obtain that rank and honour which their

pride and partiality think their due, or ifthere advice

is not followed, immediately renounce the ſervice of

their country, and it maygo to deftruction for them.

Inoppoſition to this, let me recommendthe example of

the illustrious Fabius of Rome. He had given ſtrict or-

ders toall his officers not to engage the enemy, but to

keep at a diſtance. Unluckily his lieutenant-general,

by his own raſhneſs, got entangled with a part of the

army under his command, and was engaged. Fabius,

preferring his country's good to fame, rivalſhip, and

ſafety, came immediately to his fupport with all expedi-

tion, and thereby gained a glorious and complete vic-

tory.

I hope you will take in good part the above reflecti-

ons, which, I think, contain nothing that is virulent or
indecent
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indecent against anyman or body ofmen*. They are

the effects of judgment and conviction. The Author,

as is probably knownto manyofyou, has been perfon-

ally abuſed in news-papers at home for the part he was

fuppofed to have taken in the American cauſe, which

was in fome degree indeed the motive to this addreſs.

Hehopes that an honest and faithful ſupport of liberty

and equal government in this part of the world, will be

nojuſt reproach to his character, either as a ſcholar, a

miniſter, or a chriſtian, and that it is perfectly conſiſtent

with an undiminiſhed regard forthe countrywhich gave

himbirth.

The above is fubmitted toyourcandid peruſal, by

Gentlemen,

Your fincere friend, and

Obedient humble ſervant,

The AUTHOR.

•It isnota little ſurpriſing toſee whatdegrees ofinfatuation, evenmenof

fagacityandpenetrationwillbe left to fall into, and how much they will be

prejudiſed infavours oftheir own ſchemes and ſentiments,howeverridiculous

andabſurd. Will any but the doctor himself, or ſuch as have drunk as deep

inthe politicaldelusion, be ofopinion, that there is nothing virulent or inde-

centinthis addreſs ?-Is not theKing repreſented as ahaughty monarch, dif-

coveringa violent rancourous hatred to America ?-Is not the Britiſh parlia-

mentcharged as ufurping anunjust claim overthe Americans, and invading

their liberties ?-Is not the miniſters, the governors, and people ofBritain ac-

cuſedas mercenary and corrupt; and all the taxations laid on theAmericans

faidtobe defigned only tofeedthe infatiable defire of lordly tyrants, unfeel-

ingpenfioners, wealthyplacemen, andto increaſe the influence and corrup-

tionof thecrown, and tobe wasted by miniſters ofſtate ?-Is there nothing

virulent or indecent inall this? S. R.

1
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