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ADVERTISEMENT.

T ‘hath been frequently faid, by many perfons of
the beft intelligence, that the unhappy commo-
tions in our American colonies, have been confider- -
~ ably promoted, if not pnmarly agitated, by clerical
influence: and none of that order have had a greater’
fhare of it afcribed ta them than Dr. Witherfpoon,
though not credited by many of his favourites in' this
“country. The following Sermon and Addrefs, how-
ever, will fully juftify the allegation, and filence the
do&tor’s friends.

In the Sermon the doctor blcnds the moft rebelli-
ous fentiments with the moft facred and important
truths ; and hath the audacity to affirm, that not on- -
~ly the temporal but eternal happinefs of the revolted
colonifts depend upon perfevering in their indepen-
dency, and undauntedly oppofing the arms of their
lawful Sovereign. And in the Addrefs to his coun-
trymen, he evidences himfelf to be the moft inveterate
enemy to his king and country; and ftretches every
nerve to induce his countymen to imbibe his politi-
cal fentiments. And that his rebellious tenets may be
diffufed through the different colonies, his Sermon and
Addrefs muft be printed and publithed, and dedicated
~ to the chief of rebel fattion.

THE reader will eafily perceive, that the doctor not
only exerts his utmoft abilities to inftigate the deluded
colonifts to perfevere in their rebellious courfes, but la-
bours to inflame their minds againft the determinations
of the Britifh parliament. Ta effectuate this, the beft of
Kings hath the moft vile and unjuft epithets afcribed
to him: the falutary and equitable a&s of the Britith
parliament are pronounced unjuft and tyrannical: the
ableft of minifters arc reprefented as corrupt, cruel,
and oppreflive ; he mo& lenitive meafures of admini-
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firation and government are fluted at, and treated |
with contempt: the mildeft commanders and beft '
difciplined army, are painted out as barbarous, inhu-
mabe, and brutal : and the moft unexamplified in- * '
fances of a pacific and forgiving difpofition towards |
the moft daring and unprovoked rebels, are rejected
in the moft contemptuous manner. Whilft, on the A
* other hand, the moft wanton cruelties, fhocking bar-
barities, and unheard-of inftances of rapine, murder,
and devaftation, on the fide of the provincial army,
have a vail drawn over them.
~ It hath been confidently alledged, that though the
door did not fit as a member of the Congrefs, he
 was acquainted with their deliberations, confulted
in every emergency, had ahand in the compofition of
their papers, and gave his opinion in fundry important
matters. The truth of thefe allegations is but too
much confirmed by the following performance: and
it is even now faid he is admitted a member.

IT is not the intention of the editors of the pre-
fent edition of the door’s Sérmon and Addrefs to gain
" friendsto his fentiments; this isnot likely tobe the cafe
with any who will perufe them with attention: but
to thew what artful means, and fallacious arguments
have been made ufe of by ambitious and felf-defigning
_ men, to fiir up the poor infatuated Americans to the

“prefent rebellious meafures ; what an aétive hand even
Dr. Wlthcrfpoon Kas- had thcrcm to convince his
friends, in this country, of the truth of his being a
chief promoter of the American revolt; and that if he
falls into the hands of government, and meetswith the
‘demerit of his offence, he hath juftly and defervedly
- procured it to himfelf.

IT was judged proper to affix fome elucidating
foot notes to the prefent edition; and as the doctor

has a few, thefe now added are marked with S. R. at |
the end of the paragraph. - l
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SERMON, &

Psar. Ixxvi. 10,

Surely the wrath of Man fball praife thee ; the remainder
e o of wrath fbalt thou refirain. o

HERE is not a greater evidence cither of the

reality or the power of religion, than a firm belief'
of God’s univerfal prefence, and a conftant attention to-
the influence and operation of his providence. It is by
this means that the Chriftian may be faid, in the em-
phatical feripture language, to walk with God, and ta.
endure as feeing him who is invifible.

THE do&rine of divine providence is very full and
complete in the facred oracles. It extends not only to
things which we may think of great moment, and there-.
fore worthy of notice; but to things the moft indifferent
and inconfiderable : Are not 1wo fparrews fold for a far-
¢hing, fays our Lord ? and ene of them falleth not on the
ground without yeur heavenly Father ; nay, the very hairs
of your head are all numbered. It extends not only to
things beneficial and falutary, or to the diretion and
affiftance of thofe who are the fervants of the living God ;
but to things feemingly moft hurtful and deftrudlive,
and to perfons the moft refrattory and difobedient. He
over-rules all his creatures, and all their altions. Thus
we are told, that fire, hail, fnow, vapour, and fiormy
wind, fulfil bis word, in the courfe of nature; and even
fo the moft impetuous and diforderly paflions of men, .
that are under no' reftraint from themfelves, are yet
perfe@ly fubje& to the dominion ‘of Jehovah. They
carry his commiffion, they obey his orders, they are
limited and reftrained by his authority, and they con- -
fpire with every thing clfe in promoting his glory. There
is the greater need to take notice of this, that men are

not



F T R ere -

\ ° J

not generally fufficiently aware of the diftin&ion between
the

awof God and his purpofe ; they are apt to fuppofe,

- that as the temper of the finner is contrary ta the one,

fo the outrages of the finner are able to defeat the other ;

~ .than which nothing can be more falfe. The truth’is

plainly aflerted, and nobly exprefled by the Pfalmift in
the text, Surely the wrath of man fhall praife thee ; the
remainder of wrath fbalt thou refirain. :
- Twis pfalm was.evidently compofed as a fong of praife-
for fome fignal viGtory obtained, which was at the fame
time a remarkable deliverance from threatening danger.
"Fhe author was one or other of the later prophets; and
the occafion probably the unfuccefsful affault of Jerufa-
lem, by the army of Senacherib king of Affyria, in the
days of Hezekiah. Great was the infolence and boaft-
ing of his generals and fervants againft the city of the
living God, as may be feen in the thirty-fixth chapter
of Ifaiah. Yet it pleafed God to deftroy their enemies,
and, by his own immediate interpofition, to grant them
deliverance. Therefore the Pfalmift fays in the fifth and’
fixth verfes of this plalm, The flout-bearted are fpoiled,
they have flept their fleep. None of the men of might have
found their bands. . At thy rebuke, O God of Facob!

“Both the chariot and the horfe are caft into a decp fleep.

After a few more remarks to the fame purpofe, he draws .
the inference, or makes the reflection in the text, Surely
the wrath of man fball praife thee; the remainder of wrath

. Jhalt thou reftrain : which may be paraphrafed thus, The

fury and injuftice of oppreflors fhall bring in a tribute
of praife to thee ; the influence -of thy righteous provi-
dence fhall be clearly difcerned ; the countenance and

“fupport thou wilt give to thine own people fhall be glo-"

rioufly illuftrated ; thou fhait fet the bounds which the

boldeft cannot pafs.

1 am fenfible, my brethren, that the time and occa.
fion of this pfalm, may feem to be in one refpe& ill fuit-
ed to the interefting circumftances of this country at
prefent. It was compofed after the vi¢tory was obtained ;
whereas we are now but putting on the harnefs, and
entering upon an important conteft, the length of which

< it
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it is impoffible to forfee, and the iffue of which it will
perhaps be thought prefumption to foretel. But as the
truth, with refpe to God’s moral government, is the
fame and unchangeable ; as the iffue, in the cafe of Se-
~ macherib’s invafion, did but lead the prophet to acknow-
ledge it; our-duty and intereft confpire in calling upon
us to improve it. And I have chofen to infilt upon it
on this day of folemn humiliation, as it will probably
help us to a clear and explicit view of what fhould be
the chief fubje& of our prayers and endeavours, as well
as the great object of our hope and truft, in our prefent
fituation.

THE truth, then, afferted in this text; which I propofe
to illuftrate and improve, is,—7hat all the djfforderly
paﬁom of men, whether expofing the innocent 1o private .
injury, or whether they are the arrqws of divine judgment
in public calamity, fball in the end, be to the praife of God:
Or, to apply it more particularly to the prefent ftate of
the. American Colonies, and the plague of war,—7be
ambition of miftaken princes, the cunning and cruelty of
oppreffive and corrupt minifters. and even the inbumanity of . -
brutal foldiers, however dreadful, fhall finally promot: the
glory of God, and in the mean-time, while the ftorm con-
tinues, his mercy and kindnefs fhall appear i prefiribing
bounds to their rage and fury*. )

In difcourfing' of this fubje&, it is my intention,

through the afliftance of divine grace, o

L. To point out to you in fome particulars, how the
wrath of Man praifes God.

IL. To apply thefe principles to our prefent fituation,
by inferences of truth for your inftruttion and com-
fort, and by {uitable exhortations to duty in the
importaat crifis. D

' .y

® Or, with as much propriety the docrine might have been framed thus :
¢ That the haughty infolence of ambitious’ and afpiring clergy-men, however
¢ inft}ﬂ'erable for a time s the moft rebeHious meafyres of unnatural fubjedls
¢ againft the beft of kings and the mildeft gqvernment; and the mott favage
¢ _cruclti‘e; and uzheard-of barbarities of mifled and undifciplined rebels, fhail,
¢ in the iffue, turn out to the glory of God, and the ruin and difgrace of the
¢ promoters, by having reftraints fet unto them, and diflappointment written
* upon all :heir defigns.” S R. '

B : In
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" L IN the fir/? place, I am to point out to you, in fome
_particulars, how the wrath of man praifes God. I fay,
in fome inftances, becaufe it is far from beihg in my
power, either to mention or explain the whole.. There

“is an unfearchable depth in the divine counfels, which
it is impoflible for us to penetrate. It is the duty of e-
- very good man to place the moft unlimited confidence
in divine wifdom, and to believe that thofe meafures of
providence that are moft unintelligible to him, are yet
‘planned with the fame fkill, and direted to the fame

great purpofes as others, the reafon and tendency of -

which he can explain in the'cleareft manner. But where-
revelation and experience enables us to difcover the wif-
dom, equity, or mercy of divine providence, nothing
can be more delightful or profitable to a {ferious mind,
“and therefore I beg your attention to the following re-
marks. g

~ In the firf place, the wrath of man praifes God, as
it is an example and illuftration of divine truth, and
“clearly points out the corruption of our nature, which

18 the foundation-ﬁoSc of the do&trine of redemption.:

Nothing can be more abfolutely neceffary to true religi-
on, than a clear and full convi&tion of the finfulnefs of
.our nature and ftate. - Without this there can be neither
repentance in the finner, nor humility in the believer.

Without this all that is faid in fcripture of the wifdom

-and mercy of God, in providing a Saviour, is without
force and without meaning. Juftly does our Saviour

fay, The whole have no need of a phyfician, but thefe that

are fick. I came not to call the righteous but finners to re-
-pentance. Thofe who are not fenfible that they are fin-
“ners, will treat every exhortation to repentance, and e-
“very offer of mercy, with difdain.or defiance. ,
BuT where can we have a more affeting view of the
corruption of our nature, than in the wrath of man,
“when 'exerting itfelf in oppreffion, cruelty, and blood?
It muft be owned, indeed, that this truth is abundantly
“manifeft in times of the greateft tranquillity. Others
may, if they pleafe, treat the corruption of our nature
as a chimera ; for my part, I fe it every where, an}l II
o ee
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Jeel it every day*.  All the diforders in human fociety,
and the greatelt part even of the unhappinefs we are ex-
pofed to, arifes from the envy, malice, covetoufnefs,
and other lufts of man. If we and all about us were
juft what we ought to be in all refpeéts, we fhould not -
need to go any further for heaven, for it would be upon
earth. 'But war and violence prefent a fpectacle ftill
more awful. How affecting is it to think, that the luft
of domination fhould be {o violent and univerfal? That
men thould forarely be fatisfied with their own pofleflions
and acquifitions, or even with the benefit .that would
arife from mutual fervice, but fhould look upon the
happinefs and tranquillity of others, asan obftrution to
their own. That, as if the great law of nature were
not enough, Du? thou art, and to duft thou fbalt return,
they fhould be fo furioufly fet for the deftruétion of each ’
" other. It is thocking to think, fince the firft murder of
~ Abel by his brother Cain, what havock has been made
of man by man in every.age. What is it that fills the'
pages of hiftory, but the wars and contentions of princes
and empires? What vaft numbers has lawlefs ambition
brought into the field, and delivered as a prey to the
deftru&ive fword ? o :
Ir we dwell a little upon the circumftances, they be-
come deeply affe@ting. The mother bears a child with
pain, rears him by the laborious attendance of many
years ; yet in the prime of life, in the vigour of health,
and bloom of beauty, in a moment he is cut down by
the dreadful inftruments of death. Every battle of the
warrior is with confufed noife, and garments rolled in
blood ; but the horror of the fcene is not confined to the
field of flaughter. Few go there unrelated, or fall un-
lamented; in every hoftile encounter, what muft be
the impreffion upon the relations of the deceafed? The
bodies of the dead can only be feen, or the'cries of the
dying heard for a fingle day, but many days thall not
* A troth remarkably verified in the doctor’s lite and prefent condact,’ in
a&iag fo much out of charader, in his being fo inftrumental to ftir up and pror -
" fnote the prefent unnatural revolt of “the colonies. fo prejudicial to them and

difgraccfol to - himfelf, when now obliged to abandon his habitations, where
he enjoyed all maoner of exteraal-affluence and happinefs. ... SO R, |

B2 . put
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put an end to the mourning of a parent for a beloved

fon, the joy and fupport of his age, or of the widow

and helplefs offspring for a father, taken away in the
tulnefs of health and vigour. -

. Bur if this may be juftly faid of all wars between
man and man, what fhall we be able to fay that is fuit-
able to the abhorred fcene of civil war between citizen
and citizen? How deeply affe&ting is it, that thofe who

are the fame in complexion, the fame in blood, in lan- -

guage, and in religion, fthould, notwithftanding, butcher

one another with unrelenting rage, and glory in the.

deed? That men fhould lay wafte the fields of their fel-
low fubjetts, with whofe provifion they themfelves had
" been often fed, and confume with devouring fire -thofe
houfes, in which they had often found a hofpitable
thelter ? : .

- TuHEese' things are apt to overcome a weak mind with
fear, or overwhelm it with forrow, and in the greateft
number are apt to excite the higheft indignation, and
kindle up a fpirit of revenge. If this laft has no other
tendency than to diret and invigorate the meafures of
felf-defence, I do not take upon me to blame it; on the
contrary, I call it neceffary and laudable. *

Bur what I mean at this time to prove by the pre-

ceding refleCtions, and with to imprefs on your minds, -

is the depravity of our nature.  From whence come wars
and fightings among you, fays the apoftle James t, come
they nat hence, even from your lufls, that war in your mem-
bers? Men of lax and corrupt principles, take great
delight in fpeaking to the praife of human nature, and
extolling its dignity, without diftinguithing what it was,
atits firft creation, from what it is in its prefent fallen
ftate. Thefe fine fpeculations are very grateful to a
. worldly mind. They are alfo much more pernicious to
uncautious and unthinking” youth; than even the temp-
tations to a diffolute and fenfual life, againft which they
* 1f the calamities of war ‘exhibit foch an awful {cene ; if inteltine commo-
tions are fo deeply diftrefling ; what ftings of confcience may it oot jultly give
thote, who fhould be ambafladors of pcace, but yet have an a@®ive hand ia
flirring up and promoting fuch horrid difaflers, and glory in the deed ! S. R,
t James v, 1. . , . . o
: are
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are fottified by the diGtates of natural confcience, anda
fenfe of public thame.. But I appcal from thefe vifion.
ary reafonings ta the hiftory of all ages, and the inflex.
ible teftimony of daily experience. Thefe will tell us

- what men have been in their pradlice, and from thence, . ..

you may judge what they ate by nature, while unrenew.
ed. If I am not miftaken, a cool and candid attention,
either to the paft hiftory, or prefent ftate of the world,
but above all, to the ravages of lawlefs power, ought to
humble us in the duft. It fhould at once lead us to ac-
knowledge the jufl view given us in fcripture, of our
loftk flate; to defire the happy influence of renewimg
grace each for ourfelves ; and to long for the daminion
of righteoufnefs and peace, when mes fball beas their
Jwords into plow-fbares, and their fpears into pruming
‘books ; wbhen nation fhall net lift up fword egainf nation,
neither fball they learn war any more *, 1. ‘

.® Micah iv. 3.
4 I cannot help embracing this opportunity of meking a remark or two upon
a virulent reflexion thrown out agaiaft this do&rine, in a well known pamph-
Yet, Common 3enfe. ' The amhor of that work exprefles himfelf thus, ¢ If the
¢ firft king of any country was by eleion, that likewife eftablifhes a };;c’ceo
¢ deut for the next; for to fay, that the right of all fotore generat is
¢ taken. away, by the act of the firft cleGors, ia their choice not
¢ only of a king, but of a family of kings for ever, hath no parallel in or
¢ eut of feripture, but the do@rine of original fin, which fappoefes the free will -
¢ of all men loft in Adam ; and from fuch comparifon, it will admit of no o=
¢ ther : hereditary fucceffion can.derive no glory. For as in Adam all finned,,
¢ and is in the firft éleors all men obeyed ; as in the one all mankind were
¢ fubjeéted to Satan, and ia the other to Sovercignty; as our innocence was
¢ loft in the firft, and our authority in the laft; and as both difable us from
¢ re-affuming fome former ftate and privilege, it unanfwerably follows, that
¢ original fin and hereditary fucceflion are parallels. Difhonourable rank f
¢ Inglorious conne®ion! Yet the moft fobtle fophift cannot prodace a jufter
¢ fimile *.' Without the thadow of reafoning, he is pleafed:to reprefent the
dod&rine of original fin 4s an obje® of contempt or abhorrence. 1 beg leave
to demur a little to the ¢candor, the pradence, and the jaflice of this procecding.
. 1+ Was it modeft or candid for a perfon without mame or chara@er, to talk
in this fupercilious manner of a dodrine that has been efpoufed and defended
by mn{ of the greateft and beft men that the world ever faw, and makes an
effential part of the eftablithed Creeds and Confeflions of all the Proteftant
churches without exception ? I thmiht the gramd modern plea had been, free-
dom of fentiment, and chatitable thoughts 6f one another. Are fo many of
us, then, beyond the reach of this gentleman's charity ? I do affure him thav
fuch prefumption and felf-confidence are no recommendation to me either of
bis chara@er or fentiments, - - - : e
3. Was it pradent, when he was pleading a public éafe, to: fpeak in fuch'
opprobriows terms of a dodititle, which he knew, of vught to have kno‘:":., was'
. : ' : ‘ clieved’

* Common Senfe, poge 11. B'rae!f'o;d’!éliciom-z <o
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2. The wrath of man praifeth God as it is the inftru-
ment in his hand for bringing finners to repentance, and
for the corretion and improvement of his own children.
‘Whatever be the naturg of the affliion with which he
vifits either perfons, families, or nations; whatever be
the difpofition or intention of thofe whofe malice he em-
ploys as a fcourge, the difign on his part is, to rebuke
men for iniquity, to bring them to repentance, and to
promote their holinefs and peace. The falutary nature,
and fan&ifying influence ofP affliGion in general, is often
taken notice of in fcripture, both as making a part of
the purpofe of God, and the experience of his faints¥*.
Now, no affiiétion, fays the apottle, for the prefent feemeth
2o be joyous, but grievous: Nevertbelefs afterward it yield-
eth the peacable frust of righteoufnefs unto them, which are
exercifed thereby. But what we are particularly led to
obferve by the fubje& of this difcourfe is, that the wrath
of man, or the violence of the oppreflor, praifeth God in
this refpe, for it has a peculiar tendency to alarm the
fecure confcience, to convince and humble the obftinate
finner.  This is plain from the nature of the thing, and
from the teftimony of experience. Public calamities,
particularly the deftroying fword, is fo awful that it can-
not but have a powerful influence in leading men, to
confider the prefence and the power of God. It threatens
them not only in themfelves, but touches them in all
that is dear to-them, whether relations or pofleffions.

believed and profeffed by, 1 fuppofe, a great majority of very different deno-
minations ! Is this gentleman ignorant of human nature, as well as an enemy
to the Chriftian faith! Are men fo little tenacious of their religious fentiments,
whether true or falfe? The prophct thought otherwife, who faid, Hetha
mation changed their gods which yet are no gods? Was it the way to obtain the fa-
vour of the public, to defpife what they hold facred ? Or fhall we fuppofe
this author fo aftonifhingly ignorant, as to think that.all men now, whofe
favour is worth afking, have given up the dodrine of the New-Tcftament 2
If he does, he is greatly miftaken. .

3. In fine, I afk, where was the juflice of this proceeding ? Is there fo
little to be faid for the do&rine of original fin, that it is not to be refured, but
defpifed? Is the fate of the world fuch, as to render this do&rine not onl
faife, but incredible ? Has the fruit been of fuch a quality as to exclude all
doubts of the goodnefs of the trec ?—On the contrary, I cannot help being of
opinion, 'that fuch has been the vifible ftate of the world in every age, as can-
not be accounted for on any other principles, than what we lcarn from the
word 6f God, tKat the imagination of .the beart of man is only evil from bis youth,
and that continually, Gen. vi. §e=—viilen3ze =~ = .- ...

* Heb. xii. 51,

The
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The prophet Haiah fays *, Yea, in the way of thy judgments,
O Lord, have we waited for thee,— for when thy judg-
ments are in the earth, the inbabitants of the world will
learn righteoufnefs. He confidersit as the moft power-
ful mean of alarming the fecure, and fubduing the ob-
 ftinate. Lord, when thy hand ss lifted up. they will not
Jee, but they fball fee and be afbamed for their envy at the
?eople; yea, the fire of thine enemes fball devour them +. It
1s alfo fometimes reprefented as a fymptom of a hopelefs.
and irrecoverable ftate, when public judgments have no -
effe@. Thus fays the prophet Jeremiab {, O Lord, are
not thine eyes upon the truth ? thou haft fricken them, bus
 they have not grieved ; thou bajt confumed them, but they.
have refufed to receive correction : They have made their
Jaces harder than a rock, they have refufed to return. We
can eafily fee in the hiftory of the children of Ifracl, how -
fevere ftrokes brought them to fubmiffion and penitence.
When ke flew them, then they fought him ; and ithey re-
_turned and enquired early afier God : and they remembered
that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer |.
Both nations in general, and private perfons are apt to
grow remifs and lax in a time of profperity and feeming
fecurity ; but when their earthly comforts are endanger-
ed or withdrawn, it lays them under a kind of necefiit
to feck for fomething better in their place. Men muft
have comfort from one quarter or another. When -
" earthly things are in a pleafing and promifing condition,
too many are apt to find their ref?, and be fatisfied with
them as their only portion. But when the vanity and
- pafling nature of all created comfort is difcovered, they
are compelled to look for fomething more durable as
_well as valuable. What therefore can be more to the
praife of God, than that when a whole people have for-
gotten their refting place, when they have abufed their
privileges, and defpifed their mercies, they fhould, by
- diftrefs and fuffering, be made to bearken to the rod, and
return to their duty? : :
~ THERE is an inexpreflible depth and variety in the
judgments of God, as in all his other works; but we
* Ifa. xxvi. 8, 9. 41- Ver 11, § Jer.v. 3. | Plalm lxxviii. 34, 35.
may
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may fay down this as a certain 'pri.néiplc, that if there
were no fin, ‘there could be no fuffering. Therefore
they are certainly for the corre&ion of %n, or for the

* trial, illuftration, and perfe@ing of the grace and virtue

of his own people. We are not to fuppofe, that thofe
who fuffer moft, or who fuffer fooneft, are therefore

more criminal than others. Our Saviour himfelf thought.

it neceflary to give a caution againft this rath conclufion,
as we are informed by the evangehift Luke, There were
prefent at that feafon, fome that 1old him of the Galileans;
whofe blood Pilate had miugled with their facrifices. - And
Fefus anfwering, faid unto them, Suppofe ye that thefe
Galsleans were ﬁ

Juffered fuch things? 1 tell you, nay ; but except ye repent,

ye fhall all likewsfe perifbt. 1 fuppofe we may fay, with.
fufficient warrant, that it often happens, that thofe for -

whom Gad hath defigns of the greateft mercy, are firft
brought to the trial, that they may enjoy, in due time,
the falutary effe& of the unpalatable medicine. . :
- T musT alo take leave to obferve, and I hope no pious
humble fufferer will be unwilling to make the applicati-
on, that there is often a difcernible mixture of fovereignty
and righteoufnefs in providential difpenfations. It is the
prerogative of God to do what he will with his own; but
he often difplays his juftice itfelf, by throwing into the
furnace thofe, who," though they may not be vifibly
worfe than others, may yet have more to anfwer for,
as having been favoured with more diftinguithed privi-
leges, both civil and facred. It is impofitble for us to
make a juft and full comparifon of the charaer either
of perfons or nations, and it would be extremely foolith

for any to attempt it, either for increafing their own fe- -

curity, or impeaching the juftice of the Supreme Ruler.
Let us therefore neither forget the truth, nor go beyond
it. His mercy fiks the earth. He is allo known by the
sudgment which be executeth. The wrath of man in its

- moft tempeftuous rage, fulfills his will, and finally pro-

motes the good of his chofen. _
3. Tue wrath of man praifeth God, as he fets bounds

4+ Lukc xiii. 1, 3, 3%

nners abyve all the Gafileans, becaufe they

to
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-to it, or reftraing it by his providence, and fometimes
makes it cvidently a mean of promoting and illuftrating
his glory. 5
THERE is no part of divine proyidence in which a
greater beauty and majefty appears, than when the Al.
mighty Ruler turns theecouncils of wicked men into con-
fufion, and makes them militate againft themfelves. If
the Pfalmift may be thought to have had a view in this text
- to the truths illuftrated in the two former obfervations,
thereis no doubt at allthat he had a particular view to this,
as he fays in the latter part of the verfe, the remainder of
wrath fbalt thou refirain. The {cripture abounds with

inftances, in which the defigns of oppreflors were cither - - -

wholly difappointed, or in execution fell far fhort of the
malice of their intention, and in fome they turned out
to the hopour and happinefs of the perfons or the people,
whom they were intended to deftroy.. We have an in-
ftance of the firft of thefe in the hiftory to which ny text
relates ¥, . We have alfo an inftance in Efther, in which

the moft mifchievous defigns of Haman, the fon of Ha~ ° "

medatha the Agagite, againft Mordecai the Jew, and

the nation from which he fprung, turned out at laft te

his own deftruion, the honour of Mordecai, and the
" falvation and peace of his people. ,

From the New Teftament I will make chojce of that
memorable event on which the falyation of believers.in
every age refts as its foundation, the death and fufferings
of the Son of God. This the great adverfary, and all
his agents and inftruments, profecuted with unrelenting
rage. When they had blackened him with flander,
when they fcourged him with thame, when they bad con-
demned him in judgment, and nailed him to the crofs,
how could they help efteeming their victory complete ?
But, oh the unfearchable wifdom of God! they were
but perfeling the great defign laid for the falvation of
finners.  Our blcﬂ%d Redeemer, by his death, finithed
his work, overcame principalities and powers, and made

- ® The matter is fully fated and reafoned upon by the prophet Ifaiah,
chap. x. from the sth to the 39th verfe.
\

‘a fhew
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a fhew of them openly, triumphing over them in his
crofs. With how much juftice do the apoftles and their

.company offer this doxology to God ? They lift up their

voice with one accord, and faid, Lord, Thou art God
which baft made heaven and earth, and the fea, and all that
in them is: Who by the mouth of thy fervant David haf?
faid, WWhy did the heathen rage, and the people imagine
vain things? The kings of the earth flood up, and the ru-

- lers were gathered together againf? the Lord, and againft

bis Chrift.” For of g truth, againf? thy holy child Fefus,
whom thou haft anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael, were githered
together, for te do whatfoever thy hand and thy counfel de-
termined before to be done %, .

In all after ages in conformity to this, the deepeft

. {aid contrivances of the prince of darknefs, have turned

out to the confufion of their author; and 1 know not,
but confidering his malice and pride, this perpetual dif-
appointment, and the fuperiority of divine wifdom, may
be one great fource of his fuffering and torment.  The
crofs hath {till been the banner of truth, under which it
hath been carried through the world. Perfecution has
been but as the furnace to the gold, to purge it of its
drof$, to manifeft its purity, and increafe its luftre. It
‘was taken notice of very early, that the blood of the
martyrs was the feed of Chriftianity ; the more abun-
‘dantly it was thed, the more plentifully did the haveft
‘grow. .

g"rSo certain has this appeared, that the moft violent
4infidels, both of early and later ages, have endeavoured

“to account for it, and have obferved, that there is a {pi-~"

rit-of obftinacy in man, which inclines him to refift vio-
lence, and that feverity doth but increafe oppofition,

“be the caufe what it will. They fuppofe that perfecuti-
.on is equally proper to propogate truth and error.
- This, though in part true, will by no means generally
‘hold. Such an apprchenfion, however, gave occafian

to a glorious triumph of divine ;ir'ovidcncc, of an oppo-

fite kind, which I muft fhortly relate to you. One of the

* AQ&siv. 14—18.
Roman
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‘Roman emperors, Julian, furnamed the apoflate, per--

ceiving how impoffible it was to fupprefs the gofpel by
violence, endeavoured to extinguifh it by negle&t and

fcorn. He left the Chriftians unmgqlefted for fometime, .

but gave all manner of encouragement to thofe of oppo-
. fite principles, and particularly to the Jews, out of ha-

tred to the Chriftians ; and that he might bring public

difgrace upon the Galileans, as he affe(ted to ftile them,
he encouraged the Jews to rebuild the temple of Jerufa-.

lem, and vifibly refute the prophecy of Chrift, that it

thould lye under perpetual defolation. But this prophane.
" attempt was fo fignally fruftrated, that it ferved as much.

as any one circumftance to fpread the glory of our Re-
deemer, and eftablith the faith of his faints. It is afirms
ed by fome ancient authors, particularly by Ammianus
Marcellinus, a heathen hiftorian, that fire came out of
the carth and confumed the workmen when laying the

- foundation. But in whatever way it was prevented, it

i beyond all controverfy, from the concurring teflimony
of Heathens and Chriftians, that little or no progrefs was
ever made in it, and that in a fhort time, it was entirely
defeated. - '
It is proper here to obferve, that at the time of the
Reformation, when religion began to revive, nothing
contributed more to.facilitate its reception, and increafe

its progrefs, than the violence of its perfecutors.  Their.

cruelty, and the patience of the fufterers, naturally dif-
fed men to examine and weigh the caufe to which they
adhered with fo much conftancy and refolution. At the

fame time alfo, when they were perfecuted in one city.

they fled to another, and carried the difcoveries of Po-

pith fraud to every part of the world. It was by fome.

of thofe, who were perfecuted in Germany, that the light.

of the reformation was brought fo early into Britain.
. THE power of divine providence. appears. with the

- moft diftinguifhed luftre, when finall and inconfiderable
circumftances, and fometimes, the weather and feafons.

have, defeated the moft formidable armaments, and
fruftrated the beft concerted expeditions. Near two

hundred years.ago, the monarchy of Spdin was in the

2 " height
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height of its power and gloty, and determined to erufh’
thie intereft of the reformation. They fent out a power-
ful armament againft Britain, giving it oftentatioufly,
and in my opinion profanely, the name of the Invincible
Armada. But it pleafed God fo entirely to difcomfit it

by tempefts, that a finall part of it returned home, .

though no Britifh force had been oppofed to it at all.

. We have a remarkable inftance of the influence of
fmall circumftances in providence in the Englifh hiftory. "

The two moft remarkable petfons in the civil wars, had
carneftly defired to withdraw thémfelves from the con-
tentions of the times, Mr. Hampden and Oliver Crom-
well. They had actually taken their paffage in a thip
for New-England, when by an arbitary otder of coun-
cil they were compelled to remain at home. The con-
fequence of this was; that one of them was the foul of
the republican oppofition’ to monarchical ufurpation
during the ¢ivil wars ; and the other, in the courfe of that
conteft, was the greateft inftrument in bringing the
tyrant to the block. ' .

" Tue only other hiftorial remark Tam to make is, that

the violent perfecution which many eminent Chriftians .

met with in England ftom their brethren, who called
themfelves Proteftants, drove them in great numbers to
a difiant part of the world, where the light of the gof-
~ pel and true religion were unknown. Some of the A-
merican fettléments, particularly thofe in New-England,
~were chiefly made by them; and as they cartied the
knowledge of Chrift to the dark places of the earth, fo
tfﬁ; continue themfelves in-as great a degree of purity
o

ith, and ftri&nefs of pralice, or rather a greater, '

than is to be found in any proteftant church now in the
world. Does not the wrath of man jn this inftance praife
God? Was not the accufer of the brethrén, who ftirs
~up their enemies, thus taken in his own craftinefs, and
hits kingdom fhaken by the very means which he em-
ployed to eftablifh it +. ‘

"} Left this hould be thooght a terhporifisg compliment to the people of:

New-England, who have been the firft fufferers in the ‘ercfcnt conteft, and
have fet fo uoble an ezample of invincible fortitude in withftanding the violence

IL1
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~ 11. Iproceed now to the fecond general head, which

was to apply the principles illuftrated above to our pre- .

- fent fituatign, by inferences of truth for your inftruétion
and comfort, .and by fuitable exhortations to duty in
this important crifis. And,

" In the firft place, I would take the opportunity on

this occafion, and from this fubject, to prefs every hearer

to a fincere concern for his own foul’s falvation. There
are times when the mind may. be expeéted to be more -
awake to divine truth, and the conicience more open

to the arrows of convi&ion than at others.” A feafon of
public judg’:eht is of this kind, as appears from what
has been already faid. That curiofity and attention at
leaft. are raifed, in fome degree, is plain from the unufual
throng of this affembly. Can you have a clearer View
of the finfulneks of your nature, than when the rod of
the oppreflor is lifted up, and when you fee men putting
on the habit of the warrior, and colle@ing on every
band the weapons of hoftility and inftruments of death?
1 do not blame your ardour in preparing for the refolute
defence of your temporal rights. . But confider, I be-
feech you, the truly infinite importance of the falvation
of your fouls. Is'it of much moment whether you and
your children fhall be rich or poor, at liberty or in bonds?
Is it of much moment whether this beautiful country
fhall increafe in fruitfulnefs from year to year, being
cultivated by a&ive induftry, and poflefled by indepen-
dent freemen, or the fcanty produce of the negletted
fields fhall be eaten up by hungry publicans, while the
timid owner trembles at the tax-gatherers approach ?
And is it of lefs moment my brethren, whether you fhall
be the heirs of glory, or the heirs'of heil? 'Is you ftate
on earth for a few fleeting years of fo much moment ?

And ig it of lefs moment, what fhall be your fate through

-endlefs ages? ‘Have you aflembled tggether .willingly -

to hear what fhall be faid. on public affairs, and to join
. in imploring the blefling ‘of God on the councils and

of oppreflion, T think it proper to obferve, that the whole paragraph is copicd
from a fermon on Pfalm Ixxiv. 22. prepared and preachied in Scotlind, in the
ponthpfAuguﬂ, 1758, - - o .

arms
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arms of the united colonies? And can you be uncon-
cerned, what fhall become of you for ever, when all
the monuments of human greatnefs fhall be laid in athes?
Far, the eartbh itfelf and all the works that are therein fball
be burnt upt. .
WHEREFORE, my beloved hearers, as the miniftry of

~ reconciliation is committed to me, I befeech you in the

moft earneft manner, to attend to the things that belang
to your peace, before they are bid from your eyes. How
foon, and in what manner a feal fhall be fet upon the
¢hara&ter and flate of every perfon here prefent, it is
impoflible to know, for he who only can know does not

“think proper to reveal it. -But you may reft affured, that

there 1s no time more fuitable, and that there is none
fo fafe as that which is prefent, fince it is wholly uncer-
tain whether any other fhall be yours. . Thofe who fhall
firft fall in battle, have not many more warnings to re-

- ceive. There are fome few daring and hardened finners

“who defpife eterpity itfelf, and fet their maker at defiance ;.

but the far greater number by ftaving off their convic-
tions to a more convenient feafon, have been taken un-

prepared, and thus eternally loft. I would therefore ear-

neftly prefs the apoftles exhortation, #e then, as work-
ers together with him, befeech you alfo, that ye receive not
the grace of God in vain: For he faith, I have heard thee
in a time accepted, and in the day of falvation have I fuc-
coured thee : Behold, now is the accepted time; bebold,
now is the day of falvationt. ’

Surrer me to befeech you, or rather to give you
warning not to reft fatisfied with a form of godlinefs,
denying the power thereof. There can be no true re-
ligion, till there be a difcovery of your loft ftate by na-
ture and practice, and an unfeigned acceptance of Chrift
Jefus, as he is offered in the gofpel. Unhappy they
who either defpife his mercy, or are afhamed of his
crofs!” Believe it, there is no falvation in any other.

4 Ts not the whole of this paragraph a firiking fpecimen of the do&tor’s art-
fally blending the moft important concerns, witb his rebellious: fentiments, in
order that they may be the more greedily drunk in? - S. R. ’

$ 2 Cor.vi. 3, 2.

There
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There is no other name under heaven given among men by
swhich we muft be faved. Unlefs you are united to him
by a lively faith, not the refentment of a baughty + mo-
narch, but the fword of divine juftice hangs over you,
and the fulnefs of divine vengeance fhall {peedily over-
take you. I do not fpeak this only to the heaven-daring
profligate, or grovelling fenfualift, but to every infenfible
fecure finner ; to all thofe however decent and orderly
in their civil deportment, who live to themfelves, and
have their part and portion in this life ; in fine, to all
-who are yet in a ftate of nature, for except a man be born
again, be cannot fee the kingdom of Ged. The fear of
man may make you hide your profanity ; prudence and

. experience may make you abhor intemperance and riot;
as you advance'in life, one vice may fupplant another
anc( hold its place ; but nothing lefs than the fovereign .
grace of God can produce a faving change of heart and
temper, or fit you for his immediate prefence. -

2. From what has been faid upon this fubje&, you
may fee what ground there is to give praife to God for
his favours already beltowed on us, refpe&ing the pub-
lic caufe. It would be a criminal inattention not to ob-
{erve the fingular interpofition of providence hitherto,
‘in behalf otg the American colonies. It is, however,
impoflible for me, in a fingle difcourfe, as well as im-
proper at this time to go through every ftep of our paft
tranfations ; 1 mutt therefore content myfelf with a few
remarks. How many difcoveries have been made of the
defigns of enemies 1n Britain and among ourfelves, in
a manner as unexpelted to us as:to them, and in fuch
feafon as to prevent their effe@? What furprizing- fuc-
cefs has attended our encounters; in almoft every in;
ftance? Has not the boafted difcipline of regular and
veteran foldiers been turned into confufion and difmay
before the new and maiden courage of freemen, ‘in de-
fence of their property and right? In what great mercy

t+ An cpithet in 0o refpet applicable to our prefent lawful Sovercign : cle-
mency and mederation are diamonds which fhine with a brighter lofter in his
erown, than in any that ever fwayed the Britith feepter.—It is fubmitted, if
the epithers of baughty and: infolent ate not vaftly more applicable to the Doder
.than the Prince.  S. R .

. has
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has blood been fpared on the fide of this injured eouns
try? Some important vi&ories 'in the fouth have been
ained with fo little lofs, that enemies will probably
think it has been diffembled; as many, even of our.

- felves thought, till time rendered it undeniable. But

thefe were comparatively of fmall moment. The fignal

“advantage we have gained by the evacuation of Bofton,

the fhameful flight of the army and navy of Britain,
was brought about without the lofs of 2 man. To all
this we may add, that the counfels of our enemies have
been vifibly confounded, fo that I believe I may fay with
truth, that there is hardly any ftep ‘which they have
taken, but it has operated ftrongly againft themfelves,
and been more in our favour than if they had followed a
contrary courfe. ¥ - : : :

WHiILE we give praife to God the fupreme difpofer

of all events, for his interpofition in our behalf, let us

E::&d againft the dangerous error of trufting in, ot
ing of an arm of flefb. 1 could carneftly with, that
while dur arms are crowned with fuccefs, we might
content ourfelves with a mode# afeription of it to the
power of the higheft +. It has given me a great un-
cafinefs to read fome oftentatious, vaunting expreflions
in ‘our news papers, though happily, I think, much re-
firained of late. Let us not return to them again. If I
am not miftaken, not only the holy fcriptures in general,

and the truths of the glorious gofpel in particular, but -

the whole courfe of providence feems intended to abafe

# Has not the dofor, in the whole of this paragraph, begun too foon to
boak, fociag the harsefs was not yet put off? {1 Kings xx. 11. —Where were
thefe forprizing fuccefles. that attended the encounters of the rebellious colo-
nifts? Wl:re they in the door’s imagination, or in the American news-papers?
~=Where, and at what time, did the maides cowrage, as the door is pleafed
to teem it, of the prowincial army, turn into con{uﬁon and difmay the difi-
pline of his mﬁé
Long-ffland, New-York, King's bridge, Fort-Wathingten, the Jerfeys? &re.
&c.—Where were the counfels of our King’s minifters, or his commanders,

vifibly confounded ? Was it by the aid the do@ar gave (o the congrefs; or in '

the pulpit at Prince-town, on the 17th of May lalt, when he founded the
alarm of war, and publicly recruited for the rebel army ? S. R,

+ Ounc would have thapght, that the docor wauld have been for aferibing
the whole fuccefls to the Lord, which he fo much boalls of has crowned the 4-
mericau arms : Noj part of it, mR be alosibed to the maides courage of the
colonifls, S. R. ’ L

the

‘s regular and veteran foldiers ! Was it in Canada, at *~
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the pride of man, and lay the vain glorious in the duft.
How many inftances does hiftory furnifh us with of thofe
. who, after exulting over, and defpifing their enemies,.
were fignally and fthamefully defeated ¥? The truth is,
I believe, the remark may be applied univerfally, and
we may fay, that through the whole frame of nature, and
the whole fyftem of human life, that which promifes
moft, performs the leaft. The flowers of fineft colour
feldom have the fweeteft fragrance. The trees of quick-
cft growth or faireft fotm, are feldom of the greateft
' value or duration. Deep waters move with leait noife.
' Men who think moft are feldom talkative. And I think
~ it holds as'much in war as in any thing, that every dsg/?-
er is a cowardt. , L :
. Parpon me, my brethren, for infifting fo much up-
on this which may feem but dn immaterial circumftance.
It is in my opinion of very great moment. I look up-
on oftentation and confidence to be a fort of outrage.
upon providence, and when it becomes general, and
infufes itfelf into the fpirit of a people, it is a forerunner
of deftruction. How does Goliath the champion, armed
in a moft formidable manner exprefs his difdain of Da-
. vid the ftrippling with his fling and his ftone? 4nd
« awhen'the Philiftine looked about and faw David, be difs
dained him : for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a
fair countenance. And the Philifline faid unto David,
Am 1 a dog, that thou comeft unto me with flaves? And
the Philiftine curfed David by his gods ; and the Philiftiné
Jaid to ‘David, Come to me and I will give thy flefb unto the
Jowls of the air, and to the beafls of the field. But how
juft and modeft the reply? Then faid David to the Phi~
liftine, Thou comeft to me with a fword, and with a fpear,
and with a fhield, but I come unto thee in the name of the

* There is no ftory better knowa in Britith <hiﬁory, thag that the officers of
the French army, the njght precceding the battle of Agincourt, played at dice
f;:r Eunglith prifoners before they took them, and the next day were takeg by
them. - : v .

. 1 Has not this been umarkablz verified in the fhameful flight of the doctor
rom his pleafant habitation, on the approach of His Maje(ty’s troops? Has it
iot alfo been made evideat, in the many difgraceful retreats of his maiden-cou=

raged army, fo much boafted of by him, for doing mighty fates, on the ap-

proach of His Majefty’s veteran troops ? S. R. / .

' Lord
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Lord of hofts, the God of the armies of Ifrael, whom thou.
haft defied*. 1 was well pleafed with a remark of this
kind thirty years ago in a pamphlett, in which it was.
obferved, that there was a great deal of prophane ofte.
nation jn the names given to fhips of war, as the Victory,
the Valiant, the Thunderer, the Dreadnought, the
Terrible, the Fire-brand, the Furnace, the Lightning,
the Infernal, and many more of the fame kind. This
the author confidered as a fymptom of the national cha-
ra&er and manners very unfavourable, and not likely
to obtain the blefling of the God of Heaven1.

3+ FroM what has been faid you may learn, what en-
‘couragement you have to put your truft in God, and
hope %br his affiftance in the prefent important conflict.
He is, the Lord of hofts, great in might, and ftrong in
battle. Whoever hath his countenance and approbation,
thall have the beft at laft. I do not mean to fpeak pro-
phetically, but agreeably to the analogy of faith, and
the principles of God’s moral government. Soine have
obferved,  that true religion, and, in her train, domi.
nion, riches, literature, and arts, have taken their courfe
in a flow and gradual manner, from eaft to weft fince
. the earth was fettled after the flood, and from thence .
forbode the future glory of America. I leave this as a
matter rather of conjeture than certainty; but obferve,
that if your caufe is juft,—if your principles are pure,
—and if your condutt is prudent], you need not fear
the multitude of oppofing hofts.

. * 1 Sam. xvii, 42, 43, 44, 48+ 1 Britain’s Remembrancer.

$ 1am fenfible that one or two of thefe were thips taken from the French,,
which brought their names with them  But the greateft number' had their
names impofed in England ; and I cannot help obferving, that the Victory often
‘celebrated as the fineft fhip ever built in Britain, was loft in the night without
‘a ftorm, by fome unknown accident, and about twélve hundred perivns, ma-
ny of them of the firlt families in the nation were buried with it in_the deep.
.1'do not mcan to infer any thing from this, but, that we ought to live under
the practical perfuafion of what no man'will do&rinally deny, thit there is no
‘warring with the elements, or him who dires their force, that he is able to
write difappointment ‘6n the wifeft haman fchemes, and by the word of his
power to fruftrate the efforts of the greateft monarch upon earth.

Il 1tis an old and common faying, that if*s and and's have fpoiled many a
‘good charter. Were we to judge of the goodnefs of the Amcrican caufe by the
cffects which have atteadcd it as yet, the doctor himfelf may by this time fee,
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-~ Ir-your caufe is juft—you may look with confidence
to the Lord and intreat him to plead it-as his own. You
are all my witnefles, that this is the firft time of my in-
troducing any political fubjé& into the pulpit. At this
feafon, however, it is not only lawful but neceflary ; and
I'willingly embrace the opportunity of declaring -my o+
pinion without any hefitation, that the caufe in which
America is now in arms, is the caufe of juftice, of li-

" berty, and of humar nature. So far as we have hi.
therto proceeded, I am fatisfied that the confederacy

+  of the colonies, has not been the effe& of pride, refent-
+ ment, or fedition, but of a deep and general convition,
that our civil and religious liberties, and confequently
in a great meafure the temporal and efernal happinefs
of us and our pofterity depended on the ifflue*. The

-knowledge of God ard his truths have from the begin-
ning of the world been chiefly, if not entitely confined
to-thefe parts of the earth, where fome degree of liberty
and political juftice were to be feen, and great were the
difficulties with which they had to ftruggle form the im-
perfetion of human fociety, and the unjuft decifions of
,ufurped authority. There is not a fingle inftance in
hiftory in’which civil libertywas loft, and.religious li-

that their caufe is neither juft, nor their principles pure, nor has their condu@

been prudent, otherwfe fuch a train of difappointments and unfuccefsful at-

tempts, would not havefo repeatedly marked their undertakings S. R.

. * Will the doQor’s ipfe dixit, that the caufe in which America is now in

arms; prove that it is the caufe of juftice, of liberty, and of human nature? Will

his pofitively averring, that the confederacy of the colonies, is not the effect

of pride, refentment, or fedition; gain cfedit with any but the deluded colo-

nifts, and thefe difaffedled to our civil adminiftrations? How will the do&or

be able to inftruét, that not only the civil and religious liberties, but the tem-

peral and eternal happinefs of the Americans depend on the fuccefsful iffue of
theig independent confederacy?  Can paying a {mall, neceflary, and equitable
taxation, in order to fupport and defend the Americans in their rights and

privileges, ever affe@ ecither their civil or religious liberties, or yet thcir tem-
poral or eternal happinefs! Tho’ the dodor, and his partizans, may alledge,

the Americans being taxed at all, is an incroachment upon civil property, how
will they be able to inftru@, that their relizious libertics have in the leatt been

invaded; or- that cither their temporal or eternal happinefs depend un the

ifflue 2—Many of the Americans have indecd, by their folly, endangered their

temporal happinets by their 1evolt, the door himfelf not excepted : But if the

eternal happinefs of them and their pofterity depend on a fuccefsful iffue of it

in their favours, it is to be feared they will have but a very precarious title to
iternal felicity, even though they have the doQor himfclf on their head. S. R.
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bCrlgy preferved entire. If therefore we yield up our
temporal property, we at the fame time deliver the con-
{cience into.bondage. c
You fhall not, my bréthren, hear from me in the
pulpit, what you have never heard from me in conver-
fation ; I mean, railing at the king perfonally, or even
his minifters and the parliament, and people of Britain

as fo- many barbarous favages. Many of their a&ions -

have probably been worfe than their intentions. That
they lﬁould defire unlimited dominion, if they can obtain
or prefcrve it, is neither new nor wonderful. I do not
refufe fubmiffion to their unjuft claims; becaufe they are
corrupt or profligate, althdugh probably many of them
are fo; but becaufe they are men, and therefore liable
to all the felfith bias infeparable from human nature. ' I
call this claim unjuft of making Yaws to bind us in all

. ¢afes whatfoever, becaufe they are feperated from us,

independant of us, and have an intereft in oppofing us.
Would any man who could prevent it, give up his eftate,
perfon, and family, to the difpofal of his neighbour, al.
though he had liberty to. chufe the wifeft and the beft
mafter? Surely not. This is the true and proper hinge
of the controverfy between Great-Britain and America.
It is however to be added, that fuch is their diftance
from us, that 4 wife and prudent adminiftration of our
affairs is as impofible as the claim of authority is unjuft,
Such is and muft be their ingnorance of the flate of
things here, fo much time mulft eldpfe before an error
can be feen and remedied, and fo much injuftice and
partiality muft be expeQed from the arts and mifrepre-
fentation of interefted perfons, that for thefe colonies to
depend wholly upon the legiflature of Great-Britain,

“ would be like many other oppreflive cennexions, injury

to the mafter, and ruin to the flave*. °

* The dotor, in this paragraph, does not only flyly infinuate, but cut deep.
The King, his minifters, and the parliament, are reprefeated, many of them
at leaft, as unjuft, corrupt, and profligate, if not even barbarous favages : a diale, it
fecms, he dccuftomed himfelf to oot of the pulpit, as well as init. If the
diftance of Britain from North-America renders a prudent adminiftration impof-
fible, and juftifics their revolt; then, upon the fame principles, and wich
much more propriety, the inhabitants of South-America and the Eaft-Indies
thould revolt from their srefpetive fovercigns.—Has the Britith claim of au-
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Tre management of the war itfelf on their part, would
furnifh new proof of this, if any were needful. Is it
not manifet with what abfurdity,and impropriety they
have conduéted their own defigns? We had nothing fo
much to fear as diffenfion; and they have, by wanton
and unneceflary cruelty *, forced us imto union. At the
fame time to let us fec what we have to expe®, and
what would be the fatal confequence of unlimited fub-
miffion, they have uniformly called thofe a&ts Lenity,
which filled this whole continent with refentment and
horror. The inneffable difdain exprefled by our fellow
fubje®, in faying, * That he would not hearken to A-
merica, till the was at his feet,”” has armed more men,
and infpired more deadly rage, than could hdve been
done by laying- wafte a whole province with fire and
{fword. Again, we wanted not numbers, but time;
and they fent over handful after handful, till we were
* ready to oppofe a multitude greater than they have to
fend +. In fine, if there was one place ftronger than
- the reft, and imore able and willing to refift, there they
made the attack, and left the others till they were dul
informed, completely iticenfed, and fully furnifhed wit
every inftrument of war 1. ‘ » S
thority over the Americans beedme unjaf?, fince the dodtor took up his réfidence.

among them ! Can Britain be more ignorant of the flate of things ameng the
Americins pow than formerly ?--Huf the do@dr kept his place in Beith, or
even in Paifley, it would have been morc happy fos the poor infatuated and
deluded Americans to-day than it is.— , ‘ '

* What wanton inftances of crueity ¢in the doctor méan? On the fide of
the King's troops we have not heard of any; but by the provincials, very many.,
When the do&or wrote this paragraph, had he no mind of the barbarous cu-
ftom of taring and feathering, practifed by the provincials on his Majetty’s
well-affected fubjects ; and their clearing fome of their juft debss with a brace
of bullets through the head ? And what amazing height of cmh{ have they
come to, in not only laying towns and cities wafte by fire, killing in cold
blood, but inhumand‘{ aud wantonly mangling and difmembering the body
when dead in 2 moft thocking manner? - S. R. -

+ Whay has new become of thefe numbers ? and what mighty atchictments
bave been done by them ! durft they ever yet face thefe handfuls? Nay,
have they not always made " precipitant and difgraccful flights hefore his Ma-~
Jefty's forces ? S. R. ‘ . . '

{ What mighty fates has not the doctor made the pravincial army do, in
the pulpit at Prince-town, on the 13th of May laft! What a figure in hiftory
will the heroic a&ions of thefe fons of rebeilion make, in future ages! The
vigorons ftand they made at Long-Ifland! the gallant fight at New-York !
routing the King's infatuated army at King’s-bridge ! Fort-Lee, &¢. &c. wilt
celebrate their gallaniry lew - S, R. SN :

\
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I MENTION thefe things, my brethren, not only as

3

-grounds of confidence in God, who can cafily overthrow ’

-the wifdom of the wife, but as decifive proofs of the
.impoffibility of thefe great and %rowing ftates, being
.fafe and happy when every part of their internal polity
is dependent on Great-Britain. - If, on account of their
.diftance, and ignorance of our fituation, they could not
.condu& their own quarrel with propriety for one year,
_how can they give dire&tion and vigour to every depart-

_ment of our civil conftitutions from age to age ¥? There -

-are fixed bounds to every human thing. When the
.branches of a tree grow very large and weighty they
fall off from the trunk. The fharpeft fword will not
_pierce when'it cannot reach. And ‘there is a certain
diftance from the feat of government, where an attempt
to rule will either produce tyranny and helplefs fubjec-
tion, or provoke refiftance and effe&t a feparation.

_ I nave faid, if your principles are pure—The mean-
ing of this is, if your prefent oppofition to the claims of
the Britifh miniftry does not arife from a feditious and
turbulent {pirit, or a wanton contempt of legal authori-
ty; from a blind and fa&tious attachment to particular
perfons or parties ; or from a felfith rapacious difpofiti-
on, and a defire to turn public confufion to private pro-
fit—but' from a concern for the intereft of your coun-
try, and the fafety of yourfelves and your pofterity.
On this fubjeét I cannot- help obferving, that though it
would be a miracle if there were not many felfifh per-
fons among us, and difcoveries now and then made of
mean and interefted tranfations, yet they have been

comparatively inconfiderable both in number and effe&. -

In general, there has been fo great a degree of ‘public
fpint, that we have much more reafon to be thankful
for its vigour and prevalence, than to wonder at the
few appearances of difhonefty or difaffetion. It would
be very uncandid to afcribe the univerfal ardour that

BN

® It is more than probable the do&or will now he convinced, though too
Iate, that matters have been conduded with as much propricty by Britain, as
if he himfelf had been at the helm ; notwithftanding their great diflance, and
all that iguorance and flupidity he would have thew to be pofiefled of. 5. R4

has
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has prevailed among all ranks of men, and the {pirited
exertions in the molft diftant colonies to any thing elfe
than public fpirit. Nor was there ever perhaps in hi-
ftory fo general a commotion from which religious dif-
ferences have been fo entirely excluded. Nothing of
this kind has as yet been heard, except of late in the
abfurd, but malicious and deteftible attempts of our few
remaining enemijes to introduce them. At the fame
time I muft alfo, for the honour of this country obferve,
that though government in the ancient forms has been
. fo long unhinged, and in fome.colonies not fufficient
care taken to fubflitute another in its place; yet has
there been, by common confent, a much greater degree.
of order and public peace, than men of reflexion and
experience foretold or expefted. From all thefe cir-
cumftances I conclude favourably of the principles of
the friends of liberty, and do earneftly exhort you to
adopt and a& upon thofe which have been defcribed,

and refift the influence of every other. Y
* ONCE more, if to the juftice of your caufe, and the
purity of yaur principles you add prudence in your con-
dud, there will be the greateft reafon to hope, by the
‘blefling of God, for profperity and fuccefs. By pru-
dence in conduling this important firuggle, I have
chiefly in view union, firmnefs, and patience. Every
body muft perceive the abfolute neceflity of union. It
is indeed in every body’s mouth, and theréfore inftead
of attempting to convince you of its importance, I will
only caution you againit the ufual caufes of devifion.
If perfons of every rank, inftead of implicitely comply-
ing with the orders of thofe whom they themfelves
have chofen ‘to dire&, will needs judge every meafure
over again, when it comes to be put in execution. If
different claffes of men intermix their little private views,
or clathing intereft with public affairs; and marfhal into
parties, the merchant againft the landholder, and the
landholder againft the merchant. If local provincial
pride and. jcﬁoufy arife, and you allow yourfelves to
ﬁacak with contempt of the courage, charaler, man-
ners, or even language of particular places, you are
‘ doing
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doing a greater injury to'the common caufe, than you'-
are aware of. If fuch prattices are admitted among’us,

I fhall look upon it 4s one of the moft dangerous fymp.
toms, and if they become general, a prefage of approach-
mg ruin. : ' “ o

v firmnefs and patience, I mean a refolute adherence’
to your duty, and laying your account with many diffi-
culties as well as occafional difappointments. In a form-
~er part of this difcourfe, I have caitioned you againft
oftenation and vain glory. Be pleafed further to obferve,,
that extremes often beget one another ; the famé prfons
who exult extravagantly on fuccefs, are generally ‘moft
liable to defpondent timidity on every little inconfiderable
defeat. Men of this character are the bane and cor-

ruption of every fociety or party to which they belong; -
but they are efpecially the ruin of an army, if {fuffered to.
.continue in it. Remember the viciflitude of human .

- things, and the ufual courfe of providence. - How often’
- has a juft caufe been reduced to the Joweft ebb, and
yet when firmly adhered to, has become finally triumph-
ent? [ {peak this now while the affairs of the colonies
are in fo profperous a ftate, left this profperity itfelf

thould render you lefs able to bear unexpetted misfor-

tunes—The fum of the whole is, that the ‘blefling of
God is only to be looked for by thofe who are not want-
ing in the difcharge of their own duty. I would neither
have you to truft in an arm of fleth, nor fit with folded
hands and expet that miracles fhould be wrought -in

your defence.—This is a fin which is in feripture fliled

tempting God. In oppofition to it, I would exhort you

as Joab did the hoft of Ifrael, who though he does not -

appear to have had a fpotlefs charalter throughout, cer-
tainly in this inftance fpoke like a prudent general and a
pious man. Be of ‘good courage, and let ys bebave our-
elues waliantly for our people, and for the crities of our
God ; and let the Lord dp that which is good 'in,b'i:jébt *,

I snaLL now conclude this difcourfe by fome exhor-
tations to duty founded upon the truths, which have

* 2 Sam. 1. 12,
been

o
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been illuftrated above, and fuited to the interefting ftate
‘of this country at the prefent time ; and,

1. SUFFER me to recommend to you an attention to
the public intereft of religion; or, in other words, zeal
for the glory of God and the good of others.. I have
already endeavoured to exhort finners to repentance ;
what I have here in view is to point out to you the con-
cern which every good man ought to take in the national
chara&er and manners, and the means which he ought
to ufe for promoting ' public virtue, and bearing down
impiety and vice. This is a matter of the utmoft mo-
ment, and which ought to be well underftood, both in
its nature and principles. Nothing is more certain than
that a general profligacy and corruption of manners
makes a people ripe for deftru&tion. A good form of
‘government may hold the rotten materials together for
ome time, but beyond a certain pitch even the beft
conftitution will be ineffeual, and flavery muft enfue.
On the other hand, when the manners of a nation are
pure, when true religion and internal principles maintain
their vigour, the attempts of the moft powerful enemies
to opprefs them are commonly baffled and difappointed.

-This will be found equally certain, whether we confider .-
the great principles of God’s moral government or the
operation and influence of natural caufes.

WHAT follows from this? That he is the beft friend -
to American liberty, who is moft fincere and altive in
promoting truc and undefiled religion, .and who fets
himfelf with the greateft firmnefs to bear down propha-
nity and immorality of every kind. Whoever is an a-
vowed enemy to God, I feruple not to call him an ene-
my to his country. Do'not fuppofe, my brethren, that
I mean to recommend a furious and angry zeal for the
circumftantials of religion, or the contentions of one
fect with another about their peculiar diftinttions. 1
do not with you to oppofe any body’s religion, but every
body’s wickednefs. Perhaps there are few furer marks
of the reality of religion, than when a man feels himfelf
more joined in fpirit to a truly holy perfon of a different
denomination, than to an irregular liver of his own. It

E . is
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is therefore your duty, in this important and critical fea-
fon, to exert yourfclves every one-in his proper fphere_
to ftem the tide of prevailing vice, to promote the know-
ledge of God, the reverence of his name and worfhip,
and obedience to his laws.

Permaps you will afk, what it is that you are called
to do for this purpofe farther than your own perfonal
duty? Ianfwer, this itfelf, when taken in its proper

- extent, is'not a little. . The nature and obligation of

vifible religion s, I am afraid, little underftood, and lefs ~

attended to. e ‘

. Many fromareal or pretended fear of the imputation
of hypocrify, banifh from their converfation and carriage,
every appearance of refpect and fubmiffion to the living
God. What a weaknefs and meannefs of fpirit does it

difcover for a man to be athamed in the prefence of his -

‘fellow finners, to profefs that reverence to almighty
God which he inwardly feels? The truth is, he makes
himfelf truly liable Yo the accufation which he means to

avoid. It 1s as genuine and perhaps a more culpable

hypocrify to appear to have lefs religion than you really
have, than to appear to. have more. This falfe fhame
is a more extenfive evil than is commonly apprehended.
We contribute conftantly, though infenfibly, to form
each others character and manners ; and therefore, the
ufefulnefs of a ftrictly holy and confcientious depor:-
ment is not confined to the poficflor, but fpreads its
‘happy influence to all that are within its reach. I need
Acarcely add, that in proportion as men are diftinguifhed
-by underftanding, literature, age, rank, office, wealth,
.or any other circumftance, their example will be ufeful
on the one hand, or pernicious on the other.

Burt I cannot content myfelf withi barely recommend-
ing a filent example. There is a dignity in virtue which
is entitled to authority, and ought to claim it. In many
cafes it is the duty ot a good man, by open reproof and
oppofition, to wage war with profanenefs. There isafcrip-

. ture precept delivered in very fingular terms, towhich 1be

vour attention 3 Thou fbalt not bate thy brother in thy beart,

but fhalt in any ways rebike bimy and not fufyer fin upen bin.
. Iiow
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How prone aré many to reprefent reproof as flowing from
ill nature and furlinefs of temper? The Spirit of God, on
the contrary, confiders it as the effect of inward hatred,
or want of genuine love, to forbear reproof when it is
neceffary, or may be ufeful. T-am fenfible there may,
in fome cafes, be a reftraint from prudence, agreeably
to that caution of Solomon, Caf not your pearls before
Swine, IeJt they trample them under their feet, and turn
again and rent you. * Of this every man muft judge as
well as he can for himfelf; but certainly, either by
open,reproof, or expreflive filence, or fpeedy departure

from fuch fociety, we ought to guard againit being par- . ,

takers of other mens fins.

To, this let me add, that if all men are bound in fome
degree, certain claffes of men are under peculiar obliga-
tions to the difcharge of this duty. Magiftrates, mini-
fters, parents, heads of families, and thofe whom age

* has rendered venerable, are called to ufe their authority -
and influence for the glory of God and the good of o-
thers. -Bad men themfelves difcover an inward convic-
tion of this, for they are often liberal in their reproaches
of perfons of grave chara&ters of religious proteflion, if
they bear with patience the profanity of others. Inftead .

- of enlarging on the duty of men in authority in genera!,
I muft particularly recommend this matter to thofe.who

have the command of foldiers inlifted for the defence of

" their country. The caufe is facred, and the champions

~ for it ought to be holy. Nothing is more grieving: to
the heart of a good man, than to hear from thofe whe
are going to the field, the horrid found of curfing and
blafphemy; it cools the ardour of his prayers, as well
as abates his confidence and hope in God. Many more
circumftances affe& me.in fuch a cafe, than I can enlarge

-upon, or indeed eafily enumerate at prefent ; the glory

“of God, the intereft of the deluded finner, going like a

‘devoted vitim and imprecating vengearice on his own

head, as well as the caufe itfelf committed to his care.

We have fometimes taken the liberty to forebode the

"downfall of the Britifh empire, from the corruption and
degeneracy of the people. Unhappily the Britith foldiers

o E2 have
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bave been diftinguithed among all the nations in Europe,
for the moft thocking profanity, Shall we then pretend
to emulate them in this infernal diftin&ion, errob them

‘of the horrid privilege? God forbid. Let the officers
of the army in every degree remember, that as military
fubjetion, while it lafts, is the moft complete of any,
it is in their power greatly to reftrain, if not wholly to
banith, this flagrant enormity. N

2. I ExsoRT. all who ate not called. to go into the
ficld, to apply-themfelves with the utmoft diligence to

works of induftry. It is in your power, by this means,

viot only to fupply the neceflities, but to add- to the
ftrength of your country. Habits of induftry prevailing

. in‘a fociety, not only increafe its wealth, as their im-

mediate effe€t, but they prevent the introdution of

E many vices, and are intimately conneéted with fobriety
and good morals. Idlenefs is the mother or nurfe of

almoft every vice; and want, which is its infeparable
companion; urges men on to the moft abandoned and

" deftructive courfes. Induftry, therefore, is a moral duty

of the greateft moinent, abfolutely neceffary to national
profperity, and the fure way of obtaining the blefling of
God. I.would alfo obferve, that in this, as in every
other part of God’s government, obedience to his will
is as much a natural mean, as a meritorious caufe of
the advantage we with to reap from it. Induftry brings

‘up a firm and hardy race. .He who is inured to the la- -

‘bour of the field, is prepared for the fatigues of a ¢am-
‘paign. The ative farmer, who rifes with the dawn,
and follows his team or plow, muft in the end be an
.overmatch for thefe effeminate and delicate foldiers, who
are nurfed in the lap of felf-indulgence, and whofe
greateft exertion is in the important preparation for, and
tedious attendance on, a mafquerade, or midnight ball ¥,

B

® It is probable the do@or is, by this time, thoroughly convinced, that the
Britith troops can exert themfelves, in anether minner than he here reprefents
“them, when they have an occafion pot into their hand in the field. And it,
would, no doubt, be very mortifying 1o the docor, to fee thefe afive formers,

whom he fays would be an over-match for thefe effeminate” and delicate foldiers, °

difgracefully, on every occafion, flying before them, and the door himfclf
- obliged to bear.them company. < )
I 3. In

-
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-3, I the laft place, fuffer me to recommend to you
frugality in your families, and every other article of ex-
pence. This the ftate of things among us renders ab-
folutely neceflary, and it {tands in the moft: immediate
‘connection both with virtyons induftry, and- attive
public fpirit. Temperance in meals, moderation and
decenicyin drefs, furniture, and equipage, have, Ithink,
generally been charaleriftics of a diftinguifhed patriot.
And: when the fame fpirit pervades a people in general,
they are fit for every duty, and able to encounter the
moft formidable enemy. The general fubjet .af
the preceding' difcourfe has been the wrath of man
~ praifing God. I the unjuft oppreflion of your enemies,

which with-holds from you many of -the ufual articles
of luxury and magnificence, .fhall contribute to make
you clothe yourfelves and your children with the works:
of your own hands, and cover your. tables with the fa-
~ dutary produ&ions of your.own foil, it will be a new il
luftration -of the fame truth, and a real happinefs to
. yourfelves and your country. P B

I courp with to have every good' thing done from
the pureft -principles and the nableft views. - Canfider;
therefore, that the Chriftian charader, particularly the
felf-denial of the gofpel, fhould extend to your whole

~ deportment. In the early times of Chriftianity, when
* adult converts were admitted to baptifm, they were,
atked among other queftions, Do you renounce the -
world, its thews, its pomp, and its vanities? I do. The
- form of this is ftill' preferved -in the ‘adminiftration of
baptifm, where we renounce the devil, the world, and
the fleth. This certainly implies not only abftaining
from a&ls of grofs intemperance and excefs, but'a hu-
mility of carriage, a reftraint and moderation in all your
defires. The fame thing, as it is fuitable to your Chri-
ftian profeflion, is alfo neceflary to make you truly in- -
dependent-in yourfelves, and to feed the fource of libe-
- rality and charity to others, or to the public. The
riotous and wafteful liver, whofe craving appetites make
- him conftantly needy, is and muft be fubje& to many
mafters, according to the faying of Solomon, The borrow-
\ er
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er is fervant Yo the lender. - But the frugal and moderate
perfon, who guides his affairs with difcretion, is able
to affift in public counfels by a free and unbiafled judg-
ment, to fupply the wants.of his poor brethren, and
fometimes, by his eftate, and fubftance, to give im-
portant aid to a finking country. - '
~. UroN the whole, I befeech you to make a wife im-
provement of the prefent threatning afpect of public af-
fairs, and to remember that your duty to God, to your
_country, to your families, and to yourfelves, is the
fame. True religion is nothing “elfe but an inward
temper and outward condu&, fuited to your ftate and
circumftances in providence at any time. And as peace
with God, and conformity to him, adds to the fweet-
nefs of created comforts, while we poflefs them, fo in
times-of difficulty and trial, it is in the man of piety
and inward principle, that we may expe& to find the
uncorrupted patriot, the ufeful citizen, and the in-
vincible foldier. God grant that in America, true re- -
ligion and civil liberty may be infeparable, and that the
unjuft attempts to deftroy the one, may in the iffue
_tend to the fupport and eftablifhment of both.

\
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AN
ADDRESS
TO THE

NATIVES of ScorLanp, refiding
in AMERICA.

C’auntrymm “and Friends,

S foon as I had confented to the publication of the
forcgomg fermon, 1 felt an irrefiftible defire to

~ accompany it with a few words addrefled to you in par-
ticular. Iam certain I feel the attachment of country
as far as it is a virtuous or laudable prmcnplc, perhaps it
would be nearer the truth to fay, as far as it is a naturat
and pardonable prejudice.. He who is fo pleafed may
af{: when I fay, that I have never feen

caufe to be athamed of the place of my birth; that fince
the revival of arts and letters in Europe, in the clofe of
the fourteenth and beginning of the fifteenth . century,
the natives of Scotland have not been inferior to thofe
_of any other country, for genius, erudition, mllxtary
prowefs, or any of thofe accomplifhments which improve
" or embellith human nature. When tb this it is added,

_ - that fince my coming to America at an advanced period

of life, the friendfhip of my countrymen has been-as
much above my cxpeltation as defert; I hope every
reader will confider what is now to be oﬂcrcd as the
effe@ not only of unfeigned good-will, but of the moﬁ
ardent affe&tion. :

It has given me no little: uneafinefs to hear the word
S¢otch ufed as a term of reproach in the American con-
troverfy, .which could only be upon the fuppoﬁtlon
_that ftrangers of that country are more univerfally op-
“pofed to thc liberties of America than thofe who were

born
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born in South-Britain, or in Ireland. I am fenfible that
this has been done in fome news-papers and contempt-
ible anonymous publications, in a manner that was nei-
ther warranted by truth, nor diftated by- prudence.
There are-many natives' of Scotland in this country,
whofe oppofition to the unjuft claims of Great-Britain
has been as early and uniform, founded upon as rational
and liberal principles, and therefore likely to be as laft-
ing, as that of any fet of men whatever. As to Great-
Britain itfelf, time Iras now fully difcovered that the real
friends of America in any part of that kingdom were
very few ; and thofe whofe friendfhip was difinterefted,
and in no degree owing to their own political factigns,
ftill fewer. The wife and valuable part of the nation
were, and as yet are, in a great meafure ignorant of the -
Rate of things in this country ; neither is it eafy for the
bulk of a people to thake off their prejudices, and open
their eyes upon the great principles of univerfal liberty.
It is therefore at leaft very difputable, whether there. is
any juft ground for the diftin&tion between Scots and
Englith on this fubje& at all.. . : f

This difpute, however, I donot mean to enter upon,
. becaufe it is of too little moment to find a place here,
but fuppofing that, in fome provinces efpecially, the.
natives of Scotland have been too much inclined to fup-
port the ufurpations of the parent ftate, I will firft en-
deavour to account for it, by afligning fome of its pro-
bable caufes ; and then offer a few confiderations which
fhould induce them to wipe off the afperfion entirely, by
a contrary conduét, . '

As to the firft of thefe, I will mention what I {fuppofe
to have been the firft and radical caufe, and which gave
birth to every other, of the difaffection of fome of the
natives of Scotland. to the juft privileges of America.
What I have in view was the friends of liberty in many
places of America, taking the part of, and {ceming to
confider themfelves as in a great meafure engaged in the
fame caufe with, that very diftinguifhed perfon, John
Wilkes, Efq; of London. This was done, not only

in many writings and news-paper differtations, but one .

i or
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' or-two colonies, in fome of their moft refpetable mect-'
ings, manifefted their attachment to him, and feemed:
to canfider him as their patron and: friend. N° 45,
which was the moft offenfive iumber of a worthléfs -
paper, was repeated and echoed, by the moft filly and

ridiculous -alufions to it, through every part of the

country, and by many who could not tell what was fig--
nified by the term. ' ‘ :

~

- It will not be necéffary to fay much on the prudence - ,

of fuch condu@, becaufe 1 fuppofe thofe who expected
Wilks’s mob would pull down the parliamernt-houfe, or
that there would be infurre@ions all over the kingdom¥

* in behalf of America, are by this time fully fatisfied of

their miftake. It appears now in the clearelt: manner, -
that, till very lately, thofe who feemed to také the pare
of Ameérica m the Britith parliament, never did it on
American principles. They either did not underftand,
or-were not willing to admit, the extent of our clim.
Even the great- Lord Chatham’s bill for reconciliation
would nét have been accepted here, and did not mates
rially differ from what the miniftry. would have confent-
ed to. The truth is, the far greateft part of the coun-

tenance given in-Britaim to the complaints of this couns

try, was by thofe who had no other intention in it than
to uf¢ them as an engine of oppofition to the miniftry for
the time being. It is true, fome of them haveé now
learned to reafon very juftly, and upon the moft liberal
_principles; but their number is not great, and it was
not the cafe with-any one fpeaker-or writer; whofe works
1 have had the oppdrtunity of perufing, till the very laft
ftage of the quarrel.- -~ A '

" ‘What effect this Wilkifm (if I may fpeak fo) of many
- Americans may be fuppofed to-have had upon the minds
of gentlemen from Scotland, it is not difficult to explaini.
That gentleman, and his affociates, thought proper to
found the whole of their oppofition to the then miniftry,
‘ipon a contempt and hatred of thé Scots nation ; and by

‘the moft illiberal methods, and the moft fcandaloas falfé-

'hoods, to ftir up a national jealoufy between, the northen
and fouthern parts of the ifland. ~There was not a-vile
b term

\
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term ot hateful idea, which ancient vulgar ahimoﬁty had.

ever ufed, though long union had made them fcarcely’
intelligible, which he did not.rake up and attempt to
bring into credit, by writing and converfation. The
confequence of this is well known. Wilks and fome
others were burnt in effigy in Scotlard ; and it produced.
fo general an attachment to the king and miniftty, as
has not yet fpent its force. - In thefe circumftances is
it to be wondered at that many who left Scotland, with-
in the laft fifteen years, when they heard Wilks, and.
thofe who ,adhcro:dy to him, extolled and celebrated by
the fons of liberty, fhould be apt to confider it as an e-
vidence of the’ fame fpirit, and that they were engaged
‘in fupport of the fame caufé. Perhaps we may go a
little higher with this remark, in tracing political

- pearances to their fource. It is generally faid, that the

' King himfelf has difcovered a violent, rancorous, perfonal
hatred againft the Americans. If 'this be true, and I
know nothing to the contrary, it may be eafily account-
ed for upon the very fame principles. - )

I ani far from fuppofing that this was a goond reafon
for any man’s being cool to the American caufe, which

was asdifferent from that of Wilks, as light is from ’

darknefs. It was indeed doing great dithongur to the
noble ftruggle, to fuppofc it to have any conne&ion with

. who fhould be in or out of court-favour at London ;

mnd therefore it was always my opinion, that thofe who
railed againft the King and miniftry only, did not carry

_ the argument home, nor fully underftand the nature of

their own plea. In order to juftify.the American oppo-
fition, it is not’ neceffary to fhew that the perfons in
-power have invaded liberty in Britain ; it is fufficient to
fay, that'they, with the concurrence of the whole na-
‘tion, have refufed to fuffer it to continue in the colonies.

This leads me to the fecond part of my defign, which

~ was to lay before you the reafons which, I think, fhould

induce every lover of juftice and of mankind, not only
.to be a well-wither, but a firm and ftedfaft friend to A-

merica, in this important conteft. ,
It has been often faid, that the prefent is likely to be

an
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an-important zra to America. Ithink we may fay much.
more ; it is likely to be an important @ra in the hiftory. .
of mankind. In the ancient migrations, a new country.
was generally fettled by a fmall unconne&ted, and often.
an ignorant band. The people. and the foil were alike
uncultivated, and therefore they proceeded to improve-
. ment by very flow degrees ; nay, many of them fell back
- and degenerated into a ftate vaftly more favage than the
people from whence they came. In America we fee a
rich and valuable foil, and an extenfive country, taken
poffeffion of by the power, the learning, and the wealth
of Enrope. For this reafon it is now exhibifing to the
world a fcene which was never feen before. It has had
2 progrefs in improvement and population, fo rapid as
no political calculators have been able to afcertain. I
- look upon every thing that has been faid upon this fub-
.jeék to be mere conjetture, except in fuch places as there
i:u ‘been an adual numeration, When men fay that
- "America doubles its number in fifteen, twenty, or
twenty-five years, they fpeak by guefs, and they fay no-
thing. In fome places that may be under or over the’
truth ; but there are vaft tra&s of land that fill eve
‘year with inhabitants, and yet the old fettled places ftill
. comtinue to increafe.

It is proper to obferve, that the Britith fettlements
“have been improved in a proportion far beyond the fet-
tlements of other European nations. To what can this
.be afcribed? Not to the climate; for they are of all
climates : Not to the people ; for they are a mixture of
“all nations. It muft therefore be refolved ﬁnfgly into the
degrec of Britith liberty which they brought from home,
and which pervaded more or lefs their feveral conftituti-
:ons. It has been repeated to us, I know not how often,
“by the mercenary thort-fighted writers in favour of fub-
-miffion to, or re-union with Great-Britain, that we have
‘thriven very much in paft times by our dependence on
.the mother-country, and therefore we fhould be loth to
_part. Thefe writers forget that the very complaint is,
that fhe will not fuffer us to enjoy our ancient rights.

“Can any paft experience thew that we fhall thrive under
- - Fa o : ' new
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" new impoéfitions ? ‘1 fhould be glad any futh reafoners
would attempt to prove that we have thriven by our dex
pendence, and not by the degree of independence which

" we have hitherto enjoyed. If we have thtiven by our -

dependence, I conceive it is. a neceflary confequence
that thofe provinces muft have thriven moft which.have
been moft dependent. Buit the contrary is felf-gvident.
“Thofe which have hitherto enjoyed the freeft forni of
ﬁove;hmcnt, though greatly inferior in foil 4nd climate;

ave yet outftripped the others ifi number of people and
value of land, merely becaufe the laft were more under
the influence” of appointments- and authofity - from
home. o o S
" When this is the undeniablé ftate of things, can any
perfon of a liberal mind with that thefe great and grows
ing countries fhould be brought back to a ftate of fubs
Icgﬁon to a diftant power? And can any man deny, that
if they had yielded to the claits of the Britith parlia-
inent, they would have been no better than a parcel of

tributary ftates; ruled by lordly tyrants, and exhaufted -
by unfeeling penfioners, under the ¢ommiffion of one

too diftant to hear the cry of oppreffion, and farround-
ed by thofe who had an intereft in deceiving him*. . It
ought, therefore, in.my opinion, to meet with the cor-
dial approbation of every impartial perfon, as I am con-
fident it will of pofterity, that they have united for com-
mon defence, and refolved that they will-be both free
and independent, beécaufe they cannot be the one with-
out the other. - ‘ S :
As this meafure, long forefeen, has now taken place,

T fhall beg leave to fay a few things upon it; in which .

* The doQor, ‘in the whole of this Addrefs, as well as in fundry paflages in
the pregeding Sermon, has given uncontefted evidences of his being an impla-
cable enemy both to his King and country. In the prefent paragraph, a0d p. 42.
and in Serm. p. 9, 23, 28, 36. he fpeaks with the utmoft indignity of his law-

ful fuperiors. -Could even-Wilks himfelf, that arch epemy to his lawful 8o- -
. vereign, and to the prudeat meafures of the Britith parliament, have uttered

himfelf with more ctontempt and difdain ? Is it poffible for the moft feach

friznds of the de@or, to efler auy apology for the fide he has now taken, and

the part he is at prefent a@ing ! Does it at all comnort with his former priti-
" ciples and profeffion to ack the part of a traitor to his King, a8 énemy to Kis
* eouatry, and a fower of fedition and rebellious courfes among his fellow-fup-
,Jc&ks, which the Spirit of God declares to be as the fin of witcocraft 7 °S.

I mean

e ——— . o gt




(45 ) .
¥ idean to ﬂmw 1" That it was neceffaty. . - 2. That it
will be honourable and. pmﬁtablc And, 3. That, in
all probability, it will be ne injury, but a real advantagc,
o thé Hland of Great-Britain. -

- 1. It had becdme “abfolutely neccﬁ'ary. All reconcia’
hamm, but upon the footing of abfolute unconditional
fubmiffion, had been pofifively refufed by Great-Bri-
tam ; .urlefs, thetefore, the colonies had refolved to
contimié ift ‘a loofe ahd broken ftate, with the name of
4 goverriment which they had taken arms to appofe, thg

, ftep which they have flow taken could not:have been a¢
voided. ' Befides, things had proceeded fo far, and fuch
meafutes had beer taken on both fides, that it had bey
come; impoffible to .lay down a -fcheme- by which zbey
thould be firre df our dependence, and we,. at the fame
tithe, fecured in out liberties. While things continued
in their ancient ftate, thiere was perhaps g power onthg
part of each, of which 'they were® hardly. confcious, of
were afraid- and unwilling ' to exert, - ‘But after, the en~

. croachments bad beén made and refifted, to exped any

‘thm elfe than a ' continual attempt to extend authority

c one hand, and to6 guard againdt it on, the other,
13 m diftover very little knowledge.of: human nature.
In fuch 4 fituation, though every ¢lalm of America
thould be yiclded, fhe would {foon be either in a. ftate
of continudl confufion, or abfolute {ubmiffion. The
king of England, living in his Englith domjnions, would
-not,’ and indeed durft not; affent to any adt of an Ame-
irican legiflature, that was, or was fuppofed to be hurt-
“ful to his Englifh fubjets. - This is not founded on con- .
je€ture, but experience. There is not (at leaft Dean
:Swift*affirms it) any dependence of Jreland upon Eng-
-land, except an a& of the Irith:parliament, that the king
~of Ehgland fhall be the king of Ireland.- - This laft has

- :a feperate independent legiflature, and in-every thing
clfe, but the above circumftance, feems to be perfeéily
“free; yet if any miau fhoyld ‘affert; that'the one king-.
~.dom is-not truly fnbje& to the othcr, he would, in'my
bl;imon, know vcry little of the ftate and: hi&ory of -ei-

Stheere . e .
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© portant truft, is certainly
‘indeed from hiftory that {mall tribes and fecble ‘new

" have here mentioneé

o Ty
*- 2. A fiate of independency will be both honourable
and profitable to this country. I pafs over many advan-
tages in the way of commerce, as well as in other re-
fpects, that muit neceflarily accrue from it,” that I may
dwell a little on the great and leading benefit, which is
the foundation of all the reft. We fhall have the op-
portunity of forming plans of government upon the moft
rational, juft, and equal principles. I confefs I have al-

ways looked upon this with a kind of enthufiaftic fatis-
. fadtion. The cafe never happened before fince the world

began. All the governments we have read of in former

:gts were fettled by caprice or accident, by the influence -

prevailing parties or particular perfons, or. prefcribed
by a conqueror. Important improvements indeed have

been forced upon fome conftitutions by the Spirit of .

daring men, fupported by-fuccefsful infurre@ions. But
to fee government, in large and populous countries, fet-
‘tled from its foundation, by deliberate counfel, and di-
*re&ted immediately to the public good of the prefent and
future generations, while the people are waiting for the
‘decifion with full confidence in the wifdom impar-
ality of thofe to whom the{ have committed the im-
altogether new.. We learn
fettlernents, did fometimes employ one inan of eniinent
‘wifdom, to prepare a fyftem of .¥aws for them. 'Even
sthis was a wife'meafure, and attended with happy effeéts.
-But, how vaft the difference, when we have the expe-
‘rience of all paft ages, the hiftory of human fociety, and
“the well-known caufes of profperity and mifery'in other
igovernments, to affift us in the choice*? . . S
-~ The profpet of this happy circumitance, and the
“poflibility of lofing it, .and fuffering the feafon to pafs
over, has filled me with anxiety for fome time. So far
as we have hitherto proceeded, there has been great

* Jt wonld have quite exceeded every degree of modeRy for the dodor te

" t? bis own affiftance ; thoigh, no deubt. L was the thoughts
of being employed 1o plan a fyftem of government, and form a cod of laws,
fov the regulation of the revolted provinces of America, that filled him with 3

" kind of enthufiaflic fatisfelfion, to ufe his own phrafe, at the prefeat Scheme of

independency, as this would confiderably gratify his ambitions mind.. 8. R.
S ‘ unanunty

’
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~ unanimity and public fpirit. The inhabitants of every
province, and perfons of all denominations, have vied
with each other in zcal for ‘the common intereft. B,
was it not to be feared that fome men would acquire
over-bearing influence? that humdn weaknefs and hu-

" man paffions would difcover themfelves, and prevent the
finithing of what had been fo happily .begun? : In the
time of the civil wars in England, had they fettled a
" regular form of government affoon as the parliament.
had obtained an evident fuperiority, their liberties would
never have been fhaken, and the revolution would haye
been unneceflary. But by delaying the thing fo long,
‘they were broken into parties and bewildered in their
views, and at laft tamely fubmitted, without refiftance, \
to that very tyranny againft which they had fought with
{o much glory and fuccefs. For this reafon I think that
cevery candid and liberal mind ought to rejoice in the
.me;}urcs lately taken through the ftates of America, and °
_particularly the late declaration of independence, as it
‘will not.only give union and force to the meafuresof
defence, while they are neceflary, but lay a foundation
for the birth of mullions, and the future improvement
of a great part of the globe.—I have only further to
obferve, - - : , e
3. That Iam ¢onfident the independence of America
will, in the end, be to-the real advantage of the Ifland
of Great-Britain. Were this even otherwife, it would
be a weak argument againit the claim of juftice. Why,
fhould the fecurity or profperity of this vaft country be’
facrificed to the fuppofed inteteft of an inconfiderable
fpot? But I cannot believe that the mifery and fubje¢-.
. tion of any country on earth, is neceflary to the happi-
_ nefs of another. Blind partiality and felf-intereft may
reprefent it in this' light; but the opinion is delufive,
the fuppofition is falfe. The fuccefs and increafe of one
- mnation is, or may be, a benefit to every othet. It is
. {cldom, indeed, that a people in general can receive and
adopt thefe generous fentiments ; they are neverthelefs
perfe@ly juft. It is induftry only, and not pofleflions,
that makes the ftrength and wealth of a nation; and
o ' - this °
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this is hot hindered, but encouraged, provoleed, and fes
warded by the induftry of others®. .- - .7z .7 . -
..~ But to leave the general principle, or rather to apply

‘it to the ‘cafe of Great-Britain and Americac What pros

fit has the former hitherto recelved from the jatter ! -and
what can it reafonably expedt for the future? Only its
trade, and fuch part of that trad¢ as tends.to.encourage

the induftry and increafe the number of the inhabitants.

of that Ifland.: 1t will be faid, they intend' to raife a
- Tlarge, clear, net revenue upon us, -by taxation. It has
been fhewn by many, that all the taxes which they could
taife, would only ferve to feed. the infatiable defire of
wealth in placement and penfioners, to increafe the in:
fluence of the crown, and the corruption of the: people:
It was by -the acquifition of numerous provinces that
. Rome haftened to its ruin. -But even {uppofing it o:
therwife, and that without any bad confequence among

themfelves, ‘they were to-acquire a. great addition to-

their yearly tevenue, for every fhilling théy gained by
taxes, they would lofe ten in thé way of trade.” For a
srifling addition to the fums of public money to be ap-
plied or wafted by. minifters of {tate, they would lofe ten
times -the- qpantity. .diftributed among ufeful mapufac.
turers, the flrength and glory of a ftate. I think this
has been fometimes compared to the difference between
draughts of fpirituous liquors to' intoxicate the head ot

weaken the ftomach, and ceol refrefhing food to give

foundnefs, health; and vigour to every member of the
* . The trade, then, -of America, as fooh as peace is fet-
tled, will be as open to them as ever. But it will be
faid, they have now an exclifive trade, they will then
but fhare it with other nations. I anfwer, ‘an exclufive

grade.is not eafily preferved, and when it:is preferved;-

the reftriGtion is commonly more hurtful than ufeful.
Trade is of a.nicerand delicate -natitre 3 “it is founded
upon- intereft : It will force its way wherever intereft
Jeads, and can hardly by any art be made to go in ano-

i * See Dayid Hume’s Eflay om the.jealoufy of trade.
ther
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ther dire@®ion. The Spaniards have an exclufive trade,
a far as they pleate to confine it, to their own plahta-
tions. - Do they reap much benefit fram it? I believe
not. < Has & made their own people more indaftrious at
home? - juft the comtrary. Does it, m the naturad
_eourfe of things, make a people lefs careful to work as
well and as cheap ae ethers, o procure voluntary purs
chafers, when they know they can ferd their goods to
thofe who are obliged to take them ?. Does it not both
tempt and emable great merchants. in the capital; to im-
port from other nations what they can export to fuch a -
forced matket, to advantage ? By this means a confider-
able profit may come into the coffers of a few partica<
lars, while no eflential fervice is done to the people, and
thee ultimate profit is carried to that country where the
goods ate produced or fabricated. 1t has been repeat:
edly faid, by political writers in England, that the ba.
Jance of trade -is againft that country to every nation, -
exeepiting Portugal, and their "own plantations. "1 will
not:anfwer for the truth or univerfality of this aflertion ;
but if it 18 true in any meafure, 1 will venture to affirm; -
upon’ the principles of -general reafon, that the caufe

which produces it is no other thaf the exclufive trade =

t ez:;avc.hitherto enjoyed to the' American fettlements.
Bt the circumftance which I apprehend will «contria -
bute: molt to the intereft of ‘Great-Britain in American
Independence is, its influence in peopling and enriching
. thig great continent. It will certainly tend to-makevthy
American States numerous, powerful, and opuleat, tg
a deﬁee not-eafily conceived. The great and penétrat.
ing Monte{quieu, in his Spirit of Laws, has fiewn in-
the cleareft manner, that nothing: -contributes fo:much
to the profperity of a people, as the ftate of fociety a-
mong them, and the form of their goverhment. - A free
government overcomes every-obftacle, makes a defart
a fruitful field, and fills a bleak and barren country with .
- all the conveniencies of life. -If {o,- what muft be the .
operation of this powerful caufe upon countries enjby-
ing, -in the highcft degree, every.advantage that can be
derived from, fituation, climate, and foil 7 If ¢he tr.adt;
R G ' o
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of America has hitherto been of fo great benefit to Eng-
land, how much more valuable may it be when thefe
countries fhall be ftill more highly improved, if the fhall
continue to enjoy it? This argument is liable to no .
objection but what may arife' from the lofs of an exclu.
~ five trade, which I have already confidered. It may be.
added, however, that there is not. now, nor ever has
"been, any averfion in the Americans to the people of
- Great-Britain, fo that they may be fure of our trade, if
they treat us as well as others; and if otherwife, they
do not deferve it. . : -
I might illuftrate the argument, by ftating the pro-
bable confequences of a contrary fuppofition. If Great.
Britain fhould prevail, or overcome the American ftates,
and eftablith viceroys, with abfolute authority, in.every -
province, all men of fpirit and lovers of freedom would
certainly withdraw themfelves to a corner, if fuch could
be found, out of the reach of tyranny and oppreflion.
. The numbers of the people at any rate would fenfibly
decreafe, their wealth-would be fpeedily exhaufted, and
there would remain only a nominal authority over a de-
folate country, in refurn for a vaft expence laid out in
the conqueft, and in place of a great and profitable
trade, by which both nations were made happy. - One
of the arguments, if they may be called fo, made ufe of
againft this country, and on which an obligation to o-
bedience has been founded, - is taken from the; expence
they have been at in blood and treafure for our
protetion in former wars. This argument has been
often anfwered in the fulleft manner; but if they fhall
continue to ‘urge it, how fearful to_think of the obliga-
tions we fhall be under, after this war is finithed ?. Then
thall we owe them all the fums which they fhall have laid
out in fubduing us, and all that we have fpent in at-.
tempting to prevent it; all the blood which they fhall
have fhed in attacking us, and all that we fhall have fpilt
in our own defence ¥, There is unqueftionably a lofs
’ . ’ to

" The time has been when the doctor would have thought all this highty-
juftand equitable ; and no doubt tight in thinking fo.. May not this afford a
) : . ! melancholy

.2 . o
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to Great-Britain, by the one fide of the account as well
. as the other ; and it tends to thow, in the cleareft man-
ner, the unipeakable folly, as well as great injuftice, of-
the promoters of this war. - '

- Thus I'have ftated to you, though very briefly, the’
principles on which I think the American caufe ought
to be pleaded, and on which it ought to be efpoufed and -
fupported, by every lover of juftice and of mankind.
But though the general plea in juftice were lefs clear
than it is, there is a light in which the conduét of the
oppofers of it has always appeared to me unreafonable
and ungenerous to the higheft degree. That refiftance
to Great-Britain has been determined on, in the moft
refolute manner, through all the colonies, by a vaft ma-
jority, 1s not only certain, but undeniable. In the be-
ginning of the controverly, fome writers, with an im-
pudence hardly to be paralelled, called the faét in.
queftion, attempted to deceive the people in this country,
and effeGtually deccived the people of England, by mak-
ing them believe, that it was only a few factious and
violent men that had engaged in the conteft ¥. It is
not very long fince a writer had the courage to affert,
that, < nine tenths of the people of Pennfylvania were
- againft independence.” The falfehood of fuch mifre-
prefentations is now manifeft, and indeed was probably
known from the beginning, by thofe Who defired to have
them believed. Taking-this for granted, then, for an
inconfiderable minority, whether natives or ftrangers,

melancholy refle@ion to the do&or himfelf, and the other leaders of the A-
merican rebeltion? What blood and treafure have already been expended,
in this ruinous and expenfive war ! and who can tcll how much more may yet -
he added to the account, before a period is put to it? Who can be blamed
-for it, -but the premoters of the rebellion ? The leaders of this people bave coufed
them to err, and brought them into dcep waters. S. R. S
¢ Admitting it to be, even as the doctor would have it, that a vaft majority
through alf the colonies were for refifting the authority of Great- Britain, would
it at all jultify the atrocious crime, or excufe thefe fa@ious and felf-defigning
men, who primarly agitated the revolt, and inflamed the minds of the delud-
ed populace ? Would it be a fanction for iniquity, though the createft part of
the world were become irreligious and profane 2—But we arc credibly informed,
by fundry perfons'who hare left the refpective colonies fin. e the revolt took
place, that the infurre@ion in America is far from being general. The kind-
ly reception his Majefty's forces have met with, jultifics the aflertion.  S. R.
G2 ta
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o fet themdelves in oppofition to the public’ céuncils; is

contrary to reafon and juftice, and even to the very firlk
principles of the focial life. R e

~If there is any principle that was never contraverted
upon the focial union, it is, that as a body every fociety
muft be determined by the plurality. - There was a time
when it was not anly juft and confiftent but neceflary,
that every one fhould fpeak his mind freely and fully of
the neceflity or expediency of refifting the authori% of
Great-Britam : But that time is over long age. The

" meafures being refalved upon, and the confli@ begun,

ene who is barely neuter can fcarce be forgiven; a fe-
cret ‘plodding enemy muft be confidered ag a traitor ¥,
Every perfon wha continued among us after the decifive
refolutions formed by all the calomies, ought to be con.
fidered as pledging his faith and honour to affift in the
common caufe. Let me try to illuftrate it by a Gmilar
cafe. Suppofe that a fhip at fea {prings a leak, which
expofes the whale company to the moft inminent dan-
ger of perithing. Suppofe a counfel is called of all the
perfons on board to determine-what port they fhall' en-
deavour to gain. ‘Then it is not only the right, but the
duty of every one to fpeak his. own judgment, and ta

prefs it upon others by every argument in- his power.

Suppofea great majority determines to pufh for a certain
place, and to go to the pump by turns every quarter of
an hour; but that two, or three, or one, if you pleafe,
is of opinion that they fhould have gone another courfe,
becaufe of the wind, current, or any other circumftance,
and that it would be beft to change hands at the pump
only every half hour. All this is well. * But if aftér the
determination, this fame gentleman, becaufe his advice

* Ifa fecret plodding enemy, according to the doftor, muft be confidered
a3 a traitor, and no doubt punifhed as fuch; what fhall be faid of an open
and avowed enemy; and what examplary punifhment is due unto him? Is
the year 1745 and 1946, when the laft rebellion took place in Scotland, the
door was then of opinion, that the rebels had juftly forfeited His Majefty’s
clemency and protection, and dcferved to be examplary punifhed as encmies
to their king and country.  Will he not alfo think, that the American reticls’

" have incured HisIMajcay's difpleafurc, and fhould be punifhed as trai-
S. R, o :
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was pat followed, fhould refufe to pump at all, fhouvld
{ily alter the -fhip’-’s conile, or deaden hex way by every.
means in bis. power, or even-dbould oaly, by continuak
complaints and; defpondent fears, difcourage athers on

‘whofe,a&tivity the common fafety depanded. - I defire to

know whaz . trgatmens; he . would. receive, or . deferved
Withgue deubt. be;woyld be throws,’over hoard in lefs
timq than: § have taken to flate the cafe.. Iami not able
to perceive the leaft difference betwean this fuppofi«
tion and,what takes place: in America at the, -prefent
time. ' RIS

If this argument is jult with refpeét to every inhabin’

. tant of the country, it ought to have fome additional

weight with thofe who are 1ot natives;"and whefe' refi-
dence is not certain, or has not been long. There is
a great degree of indecency in fuch taking any part a-
gainft what the majority of the inhabitants-think to be

~ their intereft and’ that of their country. Were they e-

ven wrong, their miftake fhould be lamented, not re-
fited; on the contrary, it would be the part: both of
generofity. and- juftice to fupport them effetually in a
conteft which wifdlom would have declined. We fee

© indeed every day melancholy irftancés of 2 hdle angd,

felfifh temper operating different ways. Many- when
hey do not obtain that rank -and honour which their:

ide and parti.ilitj, think their due, - ox if there advice
is not followed, ymmediately renource” the fervice of
their .country, and it way go.to deftrulion for them.:
In oppefition to this, ket me reeommend the example of
the illufirious Fabius of Rome. He had. given ftri& or-
ders to-all his officers - not to engage the enemy, dutto -
keep at a diftance. Unluckily his' licuténant-general,
by his own rafhnefs, got entangled with a part of the
army under his command, and was engaged. Fabius,
preferring his country’s-goed to fame, rivalthip, and
fafety,” came immediately to his fupport with all expedi-
tion, and thereby gained a glorious and complete vic-
tory. ' : '

I hope you will take in good part the above refle&ti-

ons, which, I think, contain nothing that is virulent or

indecent
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indécent againft any man or body of men*. They are’
the effe@s of judgment and convittion. The Author,
as is probably known to many of you, has been perfon.
ally abufed in news-papers at home for the part he was

“fuppofed to have taken in the American caufe, which

was in fome degree indeed the motive to- this addrefs.
He:hopes that an'honeft and faithful fupport of liberty
and ‘equal government in this part of the world, will be
no juft reproach to his charaler, either as'a fcholar, a
minifter, or a chriftian, and that it is perfectly confiftent
with an ttllndiminiﬂmcd regard for the country which gave
him birth. - o

The above is fubmitted to your candid perufal, by

Gentlemen,
Your fincere friénd, and
Obedient humble fervant,
| The AuTHOR.

® It is nota little furprifing to fee what degrees of infatuation, even men of
fagacity and penetration will be left to fall into, and how much they will be
prejudifed in favours of their own fchemes and fentiments, howewer ridiculous
and abfurd. Wil any but the docor himfelf, or fuch as have drunk as deep
in the political delufion, be of opinion, that there is nothing virslent or inde-
cont in this addrefs *—Is not the King reprefented as a baughty monarch, dif~
covering a violent rancourous hatred to America —=Is not the Britith parlia-
ment charged as ufurping an unjuft claim over the Americans, and invading
their liberties —-Is not the minifters, the governers, a People of Britain ac-
cufed as mercenary and corrupt ; and all the taxations laid on the American:
faid to be defigned only to fecd the infatiable defire of lordly tyrants, unfecl-
ing penfioners, wealthy placemen, and to increafe the influence and corrup~
tion of the crown, and to be wafted by minifters of ftate >—Is there nothing
virslent oc indecent in all this? SR, )
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