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PREFACE

The present work lays no claim to originality inasmuch
as it is the abridged reproduction of a work entitled My
English Diary” or, as more fully deseribed in the sub.title,
“A Peop into Every Day Life in England” by Professor
A, W. Medley. Several chapters which are not deemed to be
of particular interest to the average Chinese reader have been

* omitted. In the original preface Professor Medley observes:
“Englishmen, as a rule, do not talk like a book, but use the
language adapted to express their meaning in the fewest
possible words, and this ordinary colloquial language I have
used . . . . I doclaim that the Book is written jn the every
day speech of my fellow countrymen in their social inter-
course and in  their business relations, and I trust it may
be of some serviee to students in their practice of conver-
sation ..."

The work though written for the benefit of Japanese
students of English will not fail to commend itself to the
favourable attention of Chinese students of English, for the
plain reason that it possesses saveral very interesting features
which are not often met with in books of this nature. In
the first place, the book takes the form of a diary which
gives the writer full liberty to describe freely conditions of
social life and other subjects, and to record his impressions
and observations. Secondly, every chapter contains an
abundance of dialogne material covering a wide range of
subjects. Then the materinl itself is well chosen so that
what is presented to the reader will not fail to be of practical
use to him. Finally, the experiences which the Oriental
tourist has gone throngh are such as to make the trip full
of pleasant memories which could not but convey the happy
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impression that, in spite of all the talk of racial prejudice,
the Easterner will rot fail to command the respect and good-
will of his Occidental friends, provided he would only take
the necessary pains of equipping himscl with a knowledge
of the Western people and learn their customs and manuers
before making the trip. Such knowledge is essential to
mutual understanding, and mutual understanding is essen-
tial to solid friendship.

Whether the present manual will be introduced into the
classroom as a text-hook orwhether it will be used by the
students themselyes as o form of supplementary reading
one thing is certair, ]
be found very interesting alid exceptionally instructive, Tn
case we should at some future date get out a new revised
edition, we trust that we shall be able to enrich the con-
tents of the work by adding a number: of appropriate re-
ferences to Chinese customs and manners, a knowledge of
which it should be the duty and privilege of the Chinese
tourist abroad to impart to_the foreign friends, with whom
he should come ‘into contact. Criticisms with which the
kind reader may he pleased fo favour 18 are welcome.

‘The subject-matter in either case will

Tae Eprrons.
Shanghai, November I92:4.
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LIFE AMONG
ENGLISHMEN AND AMERICANS

VOLUME I.—JOHN BULL AND HIS WAYS

CHAPTER L
FIRST IMPRESSIONS

When I reached England, L disembarked at Liverpool.
My first care was. to present.a letter of introduction with
which I had Leen furnished by a Chinese friend in Peking.
The envelope, in accordance with the usual custom, was
left open, and I was able to read the letter, which was as
follows:

Peking, May 8th, 1907.
Dear Brown:
This letler will serve to introducs to you Mr. Tan
Yin of this city, whom T have known for many years.
During his stay in England he is naturally anxious
fo see as much as ke can, and any assislance you can
render him {n Liverpool will be much appreciated
by me.
Yours falthfully,
B. Knox.
Armed with this letter, T sallled out from the hotel at
4 o'clock on a Saturday afternoon and made my way to
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Mr. Brown's address. On reaching the house, 1 rang the bell
marked “Visitors,” there being another bell marked “Ser-
vauits,” for the use of tradespeople delivering food or taking
orders from the eook. The door was opened by a smart
parlour maid in black dress, and white linen cap, apron and
cuffs, On the appearance of this domestic, I opened the
ball by asking.

Self. Is Mr. Brown at home?

Maid.  Yes, Sir.

Slf.  Will you kindly hand hitn this letter?

Maid.  Please step this way.

With these: words the maid ushared me into a room,
somewhat plainly furnished, but fitted up with two com-
fortable arm chaivs, and pervaded with the scent of tobacco.
Thia 1 took to-be Mr. Brown's own “sanctum,” and learned
afterwards that I had been shown in there as I had enguired
for Mr. Brown personally. In a very few minutes I heard
steps, and nerved myself for my first real plunge into Eng-
lish conversation on its native soil. Tmmediately on his
entrance Mr. Brown came forward and shook hands with
me.

Brown. Good afternoon, you are Mr. Tan Yin T presume,
how is my old feiend Mr. Knox getting on?

Self. He is getting on very well, and has asked me to
be sure to remember him to you,

Mr. B. He has been a lifelong friend of mine, and a very
good fellow he is. Do you propose to stay very
long in Liverpool?

Self. 1 intend to follow your advioe on this point; T
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could stay for three or four days in Liverpool it
you think it is worth while to do so.

Mr. B. Well, T was born and bred in
think there are few places like the old ¢

pool, and [

¥ on the
Merssy, but prejudices apart, there is a lot worth
seeing here. The town is one of the doors into
the country; her line of docks is a wonderful
sight, and certainly no one should leave without
seeing the arrival or departure of a hig ocean liver
from the floating stage: which s, T believe, the
longest in the world, - Then we have a most
excellent. art gallery containing one of the best
colleetions in the country out of London. But
don’t let us stay in this room; will yon come
into the drawing room aund let me introduce you
to my wife and family?  Leave your hat and
stick in the hall.

Self. It is very good of you to show &0 much kindness
to a total stranger.

Mr. B. (to Mrs. Brown) My dear, let me introduce to
you Mr. Tan Yin from Peking who has brought
me o letter from Knox.

Mrs. Brown greeted me with a smile, saying: “How
do you do, Mr. Tan Yin?” We shook hands.

Mr. Brown then drew my attention to three children,
whom he introduced as “my two little girls, Winnie and
Marion, and my son Tom.” Winnie and Marion wore short
frocks down to the knee, covered with a white pinafore, and
had black stockings on their legs, with shiny slippers. Their
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hair hung down behind to their waists. Tom wore jacket
and knickerbockers and Eton eollar, with a red neck tie.

Mrs. B.

Self.

Mrs. B.

Marion.

Sdf.

AMys. B.

Self.

Mrs. B.

I am really afraid to offer you English tea, Mr.
Tan Yin. T have read that tea making is
almost one of the esoteric arts with you.

T often take tea made in foreign style which, [ am
glad to say, agrees with my taste. Might I
have cream without sugar?

Winnie, take this cup to Mr. Tan Yin, will you?
And Marion, bring some eakes for Mr. Tan Yin.

Will you have brown bread or white, Mr. Tan
Yin? It s thin bread and butter, but up in
the nursery we have thick.

Brown, please; may I place my cup on that little
talle?

Yes, do, I always think a man looks so unhappy
when e is halancing & enpand saucer on his
knee,

Your husbind has been singing the praises of
Liverpool to me, Mrs. Brown, and I feel as if I
wanted to set out ab once and see the sights.

Then you could not find a better guide than Tom
over there. [ believe he knows every inch of
the city, especially the docks, don't you, Master
Tom?

I should be awfully proud to show Mr, Tan ¥in
round. Do you think I could get a whole
holiday for it, father?

‘We'll see, but I don’t know what the doctor would
sayi
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Mrs. B. Winnie, Me. Tan Yin has not yet tasted our hot
buns,

Self. You have no idea, Mrs. Brown, as to how fond are
all the Chinese of cakes,

Winnde. I should like to go to China, Mr. Tan Yin. Will
you have another cup of tea?

Mr, B. You have not told us what sort of a voyage you
had, Mr. Tan Yin.

Self.  The ship was very comforiable, and my cabin
mate tumned out:fo be a man of high culture,
who had read wisely and thought deeply. We
used to Jie awake till the most unearthly hours
talking **on Man, on Nature and on Human Life”
or rather, he did the falking, and T listened.

Mr. B. Youquote Wordsworth, I observe; is he a favourite
of yours?

Relf.  Yes, there is something in_his m

g genius and
philosophy of landseape that appeals to me very
much,

Mr. B. Well then, while you are so far North, you had
better run up to the lakes and see Wordsworth’s
country. It is not a long journey from here,
and you eould be back in two days.

Self. It is a very tempting prospect, but T rather hope
to go to Scotland later on, and then I could pass
by that place on my way.

BMrs. B. Are you sure you won't have another cup of tea,
Mr. Tan Yin? If you don’t care for any more
tea, 1 should like to show you my Howers.
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Considering they are grown in the heart of a
large city, they are not had.

Mrs. Brown then showed me into a conscrvatory
Jeading out of the drawing reom. Tt was full of pretty
flowering plants and delicate ferns.

Mrs. B. You see, 1 can aly
and drawing room, and am quite independent
of the flerist, I spend a great deal of my spare
time here, though I know our old gardener does
not think inuch of my forta

Winnie. Mother, may 1 piok Mr. Tan ¥in a buttonhole?

8 get flowers for the table,

Mr. Tan Yin, what coloured flower would you
like?

Self,  That depends on the colour of my tie, does it not?
If T have a green tie, I can't wear a red flower,
can I? T think that purple orchid would just
match my searf.

Winnie. You arc particular, Mr. Tan Yin. O I can't
reach it. No, Tom, I want to get it myself.
Would you mind Tifting me up, Mr. Tan Yint

Mr. B, When you have quite finished adorning Mr. Tan
Yin, Winnie, perhaps he would like a smoke.
Do you prefer a cigar or cigarettes?

Self.  Woll, if you have a medium strength cigar, I
should like one very much.

Mr. B. 1 have just got the very thing. Marion, run into
my study and bring the matehes. Let me out
the end for you. I really don't know how man
could exist in these days of bustle without the
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solace of tobaceo. There is something abont an
Hubana cigar that soothes the most troubled
breast. “Blessed be Sir Walter Ralcigh” say
1, though I very much doubt whether he ever
anticipated the extraordinary way in which
his weed has insinuated ilself into the hearts
of his fellow countrymen, and that future
Chancellors of the Exchequer would eall down

blessings on_his name,  Chiness nlso smoke
cigars, don’t they?

Self.  The Chinese have certainly taken to the habit.
This is-a very good cigar; it makes me happy
thit iy smoking helps to fumigate vour con-
servatory. 3

Mrs. B. I am sure it is very thoughtful of you, Mr. Tan
Yin, ‘My hushand is always trying to claim
merit for the same thing.

Self. T fear T ought to be going now; your kindness has
led me into paying an uneonscionably long visit

Mrs. B. We hope to see more of you before you leave for
Liverpool. Good bye (shaking hands). Child-
ren, come and say good bye to Mr. Tan Yin.

As we passed through the drawing room I noticed Mrs,

Brown touched the bell, and by the time I reached the hall

door, the servant was ready to open it for me and let

me ont.
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CHAPTER 1II.
TRAVELLING TO TOWN

After & few more days of hard work I exhausted the
sights of Liverpool, and sighing for new worlds to conquer,
determined to set out for town—as the English always call
London. Accordingly I discharged my bill at the hotel,
and, leaving one or two tips behind, had mysell and my
baggage driven to Lime Street station, from which it was
my purpose to travel to Euston on the hincheon car express,
which makes therun of 200-miles-in 3 hours and 45 minutes,
In England third elass i good enough for any one and all
ranks travel by it, sol determined to doin Rome as Rome
does, and took a third elass ticket.  Booking is a very simple
maiter. Stepping up to the window labelled third class,
I ejaculated only one word, “Euston,” at the same time
laging down a golden sovereign, which I must confess T was
somewhat loath te part with on account of its plump
beanty and pleasant ring. The ticket and change were
passed out to me with great prompiness; and I caleulated
from the price that third class travel in England costs a
penny per mile. 1 also gathered that unless the traveller
actually asks for a return ticket, the booking clerk will
always issue a single, and 1 was confirmed in this by the
next man to me saying “Euston return.” Stowing my
ticket away in my ticket pocket, I next strolled over to the
book stall, a large booth stocked with all kinds of news.
papers, magazines and. light literature, Thinking * The
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Times" would consort properly with my dignity. T asked forit
and was a trifie staggered at the price, viz
ever, I came to unfold the majestic and crackling sheet finely
printed on thick paper, T began to think it was worth the
money.  Opening “The Times,” one feels that no mushroom
country could support such an institution—for an institut-
ion it is, and has behind it a career of over 100 years, A

1. When, how-

paper that had a pondent at Waterloo, and wrote
a leading article on the death of Nelson is one that should
at least inspire respect, The traill hy w
was of the corridor type with the seats arranged across the

b 1 was to travel

carriage, and & narrow corridor runming the whole length of
one side of the coach, As, however, 1 intended to lunch
on board, T took-my seat in the dining ear, down each side
of which are tables to seat two, sifting opposite to each
other, After passing the outskirts of Liverpool, and a deep
and long cutting in the solid rock, the train quickly attain-
ed a high rate of speed, but, as it ran with perfect
smoothness, we could eat and drink in comfort. As soon as
I entered the car, the attendant asked me my name and
showed me to my place, which I found reserved for me
as I had booked my seat beforehand.

My fellow diner, or rather *luncher,” was already
in his place and engaged with a large and serious looking
newspaper, which I afterwards discovered to be the
“ Manchester Cuardian,” generally considered the best
paper in the provinces. After Juncheon was over and
we had both lit cigars to smoke over onr coffee, I opened
my “Times" and began to dip into it, while my companion
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looked steadily and musingly nt the flying landseape with
its glimpses of contented catile, browsing sheep, and
a distant church tower, or comfortable farm house cosily
surrounded by hay stacks and corn ricks, I shortly began
to feel somewhat somnolent, when my companion suddenly
addressed me.

I am obliged to call him Mr, X as he did not
favour me with his name, Indeed, I found that English-
men as o rule feel that their names concern nobody but
themselves, and would never dréam of imparting them
to & mere travelling companion,  Lhave been told that the
same men travel up to London from & suburb every day
for years, and yet néver know one another's names, Inter-
change of cards, except among business men, is almost
unheard of, However, let me return to the subject of the
conversation [ had with this interesting gentleman,

Mr. X. Anything in “ The Times " this morning, Sirt

Self. My difficulty, Sir, is that there is too much, In
telling about the news, I don’t know where to
begin. There are so many trees that T find a
difficulty in seeing the wood.

Mr. X, 1shonld advise yon to consult the index, and select
what seems to you the most interesting item.

I admit “ The Times " is as full of news as an
egg is full of meat, and I admire it for that, but
its policy is one I distrust and dislike exceed-
ingly.

Self. Why, what is there in it that evokes your dis-
approvall




TRAVELLING TO TOWN 1

Mr. X. its Jingo tone. I belong to what used to be called

Self.

Ar. X,

*“ the Manchester School * of politicians, who,
while recognizing the enormous responsibilities
of Empire, consider that the heart of the Empire
beats in England, and the social welfare of her
citizens should be the first duty of her statesmen,
Now, “The Times " is always waving the flag.

I sce there’s a lot of correspondence. Ts that a
marked feature of the paper?

X. Somuch so, ““towrite to the Times "' has become

a stock phrase. T will'say ** The Times " is very
wise in throwing open its.columns to opinions of
every sort. . The most trenchant eriticism of its
own policy smiay often be found set up by its
own compositors, and printed on its own presses,

What do the letters L. and N, W, R. mean? 1 see
them embroidered on the cushions, and worked
into the cirpet.

London and Nerth Western Railway, the line on
which we are now-travelling. It is our largest
railway company, and its gross earnings last

‘e, something like £8,000,000.

Many of our most prominent men aro interested

in the management of railways. At one time

the late Lord Salisbury was chairman of the

Great Eastern Railway and did much to raise it

to its present flourishing condition. There are

year were, T beli

few things thut sound so solid and respectable
in the cars of the British public as' “Railway
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Director,” It certainly ranks next to “Banker”
in their estimation.

Self. What a tremendously long station this is we are
passing through! Oh, it is Rugby.

Mr. X. The platform is the longest in England, but, of
course, the place is famous for its school. My
youngster is there now, and little knows thag
his father has just whizzed through the station,

Self. T should gness we are about half way to London
now.

Mr. X. Yes, Rughy is considéred the half way louse on
this journey. Most trains stop here for five
minutes, and one can get hot tea, and what is
generically known as the  railway bun, which
always seemns to be a week old, and in which the
currants are asfar apart.as Dan and Beersheba.

After this savage onslaught on the British railway bun,
my companion lapsed into silence, donbtless meditating
over his grievances, while I divided my attention between
my paper and the country side, which soon began to show
signs of being more thickly inhabited, and we passed more
than one colony of pretty villas, doubtless the homes of

Londoners. Shortly afterwards we steamed into Euston

station, and, the tickets having been already collected on

the train, we were at liberty to depart at once. Mr. X.

left me with a curt good afternoon, and I beckoned a

porter; told him where my baggage was, and asked him to

get me o four wheeler. The porter was the fivst from whom

I heard true cockney speech. When he had collected my
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luggage, meaning to guide me to the cab, he plucked me by
the arm and said in the same breath “Ere yor Gavner!”
The gesture I understood and followed him to the cab, on
which he proceeded to pile my lugaage with the help of the
cabman, I then dismissed him with a tip of 6d, 2d for
each portmanteau—directed “cabby” where to drive, and
passed out under the enormous Doric portico, still meditat-
ing on the porter’s mysterious speech. Suddenly it Hashed
across me—*Here you are, Governor "—* Governor” being
a term applied by the lower classes to their betters, albeit
a trifle disrespectful. Much relieved by this solution, I cast
my eyes out of the windows, and was rewarded for my pains
by a sight of the most depressing looking road T have ever
seen, apparently full of shops for the sale of gravestones.
1 afterwards discovered the dreary look of the Euston Road
is o by-word uniong the worthy Londoners, who, however,
take no steps to improve it— What is every body's
buginess is nobody’s business,”

We shortly turned into s hroad road lined with
enormous shops, which seced to display mostly furniture,
then, swerving off to the right, we swung casily along a fine
Jooking street paved with wooden blocks, took a turn to
the left, crossed Piccadilly, and drew up before the door of
a hotel overlooking the Green Park, to which I had been
recommended.
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CHAPTER III
SHOPPING

Intending to make a brief stay in London, 1 unpacked
all my portmanteaux and arranged their contents in the
chest of drawers and wardrobe in my bedroom. During
this operation I was struck by the deficiency of my stock
in several lines and decided 1o take an immediate opport-

¢ of replenishing it. Next morning, therefore, T put
on & black tail or morning cont; sober coloured trousers,
black boots and a silkk hat, and mnfv‘he_d out to see what 1
could find. T had already discovered that it is an unpardon-
able solecism for an Englishman to wear anything but a
silk hat with o froek or tail coat. The hard felt hat or
“bowler” may only be worn with a short jacket, or shooting
coat of easy cut, made from fancy cloth, The deepest
reprobation, however, is reseeved for the unhappy wight,
who i so lacking in'his gense of propriety as to appear in
public with black froek or momning coat, and “tan” hoots.
'The offender is at once set down as an “ontsider.” On my
way down in the lift T drew on a pair of dog skin gloves,
and being already equipped with a tightly rolled silk
umbrella, T made for the swi doors, which shut off
the hall of the hotel from the street. They were flung open
for me by a be-medalled commissionaire and out I stepped,
feeling indeed “‘the glass of fashion and the mould of form "

Turning to the right ont of my hotel, 1 strolled gayly
along the sunny street, keeping to the right hand side of
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the pavement, and greatly interested in the incessant
stream of traffic, cabs, carts, buses, both horse drawn and
maotors, glittering private carviages drawn by splendid high
stepping horses, of 16 and 17 hands, and finally motor cars
of all sorts, from a large and luxurious white steam car
driven by a lady dressed in white to match hee car, to the
little electric coupe darting about in an uncanny silence.

At the same time I kept a sharp look-out for the shop I

was wanting, viz. a hosior and outfitter, and my patience

was rewarded hy the sight of a large plate-glass window,
behind which were arranged a fow neckties and one or two
rolls of flannel. It is not the fashion among the better
class outfitters of the west end to make a display of under-
clothing in the .window; and they. only show enough to
intimate that more may be found within.

Pushing open the deor of the shap, I approached the
counter.

Shopman, Yes, Sir, what ean I do for yon?

Self. I want to sec some ties please, and prefer self.
coloured ones.

Shopinan. (laying half a dozew boxes of ties on the counter
and opening them ons by one). Any of these
suits you, Sir?

Self. (picking out a dark blue ane made of knitted silk)
This is rather nice; how much is it?

Shopman, 476, Sir,

Self. @h, that is very dear: can’t you reduce the price
a little?

As soon as I had uttered this unfortunate remark,

I saw that 1 got myself in hot water. The shopman
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stared at me ns if I had been some strange animal, and

then replied in a pitying tone.

Skopman. We never do business in that way, Sir; but if
you were to take a dozen of the ties, we might
make a small reduction, or I could show yon a
less expensive quality.

Belf. Don't hother now, Give me three Jike this one.

Shopmar. Thank you, Sir. TIs there anything else I can
do for you?

Self. I'want you to measure nefor some dress shirts,

Shopman; Yes, Sir; they cost two guincas for half a dozen.
Would you like one stud in the front, or two?

Self. One only, Twant some dress ties too.
Shopman. To tie yourself, of course, Sir.
Self. Yes; let mehave @ dozen.

I had already lenrued: that the English have an
unreasoning prejudice against a ready-made tie; and were a
young man to be discovered wearing such a tie in the
evening, he would be quite hdmiliated. Naturally the
hosiers encourage this habit, knowing that on account of the
difficulty of tying a dress tie in the form of the rigidly
straight bow, a man who is particular will often spoil two
or three before he gets one tied to his satisfaction.

Self. How much will that be altogether? 1 will pay for
the shirts now; and you can‘send thoni Toutid
to my hotel as soon as they are finished

Shapman. Three pounds, five shillings, and six pence.

[ lnid down a crisp new £5 note bearing the signature
of the chief accountant of the Bank of England, and known
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through the length and breadth of the country colloguially
as “a fiver.’ I received as change a sovereign, a half-
sovereign, a half-crown and a florin (2/); altogether £1.14.6.
The sovereign I put into my sovereign purse, a ciroular
silver or gold receptacle opening with & spring, and gener-
ally made to hold £5 in gold and earried at the end of a
chain like a watch. The silver T drapped loose into my
pocket in English fashion. Every man carries money
loose in his poeket, and, as not all by any means use sove-
reign purses, one often sees o man bring up a fistful of
gold, silver and gopper all mixed together in a highly
confusing mannér.

Leaving the hosier behind, T contivued my stroll, and
turning up New Bond Street found myself in the paradise
of the shopper—that i8 to say the one with well lined
pookets.  The jewelers’ witidows, jealously osed behind
steel bars, are one of the ‘sights of London, and with-
out doubt the flash and sparkle of diamonds, the blood
red hue of rubies, the deep blue of sapphires, and the
milky sheen of pearls are véry enficing to the eye, as the
gems lie reposing in cases Jined with blue velvet, their
charms artfully enhanced by a ekilful management of the
electrio light. The anly shop T visited in this street,
however, was a tobacconist's,

Self. Giive me a box of cigars, please.

Shopman. With pleasure, Sir; but can't you be a little
move definite as to what yon want?  We have
twenty thousand cigars in the shop made up of
one hundred and twenty different brands, and
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sold at pricos ranging from fourpence to 15/-
each,

Seif. I must confess T don't know much about Habana
cigars; so perhaps you will recommend me a
sound reliable brand of medium strength, one
that I would not be ashamed to offer to a
friend of mine.

Shopman. O yes. We sell a great many of this cigar
(showing me a box of vich brown cigars lying
anugly in their box, cacl givdled with a red and
gold paper band). it down and try one.

Self. Thanks, I'will. How much are they!

Shopman. 9d each or £3.5.0. a hundred.  They are all in
excellent. condition and ready for smoking at
once,

Self. Well, 1 will take them, and you might put them
np.with 100 Egyptian cigarettes—small size,

The purchase made a big hole inanother £5 note, and

I began to realise that unless 1 conld get away from theso

seductive shops, I should. shortly be rendered penniless.

So, without looking to right or left, T strolled on till T

reached Oxford Street, one of the main arteries of London

tvaffic ranning Bast and West, Striking down this to the
left, 1 soon reached the Marble Arch at the north-east
corner of Hyde Park, incidentally stopping at a chemist's
and laying in-some tooth powder and shaving soap, together
with « large sponge, without which né English hathr

i
is complete. A very large sponge may cost 15/- or a guinea,
but I contented myself with ene of more moderate size.
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The equipment of an English bathroom ‘consists of a
poreelain lined bath long enough to recline in, sponge, soap,
a flesh brush, and finally a number of gigantie towels large
enough to envelope the whole body. Most Englishmen
take their morning bath absolutely cold, but it is usnal to
ask & guest whether he wants his bath hot or cold. In
houses where there are many guests and where a separate
bathroom connot be assigned to each one, a flat tin bath

is brought into the bedroom, and filled by the servant
from big cans.

I sauntered home through the park, meditating on
varions matters, and watching a. very large number of
children playing ahout in charge of nurses dressed in
white, and wearing black bonneis irimmed with blue silk,
and tied with white strings.

Reaching my hotel once more, T found that my pur-
chases had preceded me home, my instructions to send
them having been executed with great promptness.

CHAPTER IV.
A PUBLIC DINNER

By this morning’s post I got a letter from a friend, en-
elosing o card for a publioc dinmer to be held that very
evening to weloome a distinguished Colonial Governor on
bis return home. The letter read as follows;
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100 Park St. 8. W.,
4.7, 0001
Dear Tan Yin:

T enclose a ticket for the dinner to-night at Lord
Orville’s as I think you might like to go. He is
really one of the ablest of our pro-consuls, and it may
inlerest yow fo see and hear him. The Colonial
Secrelary will be in the chair, and there is sure to be
a large attendance of big-wigs.

You will set the dinner is to be held in the Savoy,
and T will anieel’ goui in the hall at § olclock, if you
will wire me whether you are coming or not,

Sincerely yours,

Arthur Paget.
Tan Yin Esq.,
Ritz Hotel.
1 dintely. after breakfast I wired P to

Paget, and spent the day writing home, knowing full well it
is better to eatch your impressions all hot, before the novelty
has begun to wear off,

At 7 o'clock T went up and dressed, donning my order
to do honour to the occasion, and then drove o the Savoy.
Piceadilly at 7.30 on a spring or summer night is a gay
sight, and T was greatly entertained with the constant pro-
cession of cabs and carriages bearing smart well groomed
men, and richly dressed women. Arrived at the Savoy, T
handed my coat and hat to an attendant, receiving in return
# numbered ticket, which I slipped into my waistcoat pocket;
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and then accompanied by Paget, who had joined me, we
walked off to the reception room now full of guests who
were being presented to the lion of the evening. The latter
stood in the centre of the room wearing the star and ribbon
of the order of 8t. Michael and 8t. George, which is reserved
for colonial services. Paget and I were pushing forward to
be presented in our turn, when, to my great chagrin, the
signal for dinner was given and the whole company moved
off to the dining room, and we.were obliged to follow.
About bwo hundred and fifty giests sat down to dinner, the
tables being arrauged inthe form-of o large ¥,

The chairman satin the centré of the eross piece, and
had on his right Bord Orville, while on his left was a disting-
uished soldier. ' was surprised to note, however, that
although there were many miembers of hoth branches of the
services present, every one without exception was clothed
in plain evening dress, and bore no marks of his profession
except such as one could gather from the orders worn. I
put this down to the intense dislike of any Englishman to
appear different from his fellows.  If he thinks he has made
himself a mark of attention, he is generally highly annoyed;
and, except perhaps on levee days, the sight of an officer in
uniform in the street is unknown. Should such a one by
any chance be obliged to appear in the street, out of mufti,
he will in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred take refuge in
a cab.

I sat between Paget and a well known King’s Counsel
(K. C.), whose firm cut mouth and square head marked his
mental calibre.
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Paget.  (leaning over me), Egerton, let me inbroduce my
friend Mr, Tan Yin who bas just arrived from
China, and is very cager to become acquainted
with conditions in this country,

Egerton, How do you do, 8ir? Do you think you can best
study the ways of an Fnglishman when he is
eating?

Self. Well, that is rather an unfair inference from my
presenci here~The_hait that drew me was the
chanee of seeing wlot of well known people, and
I am alimost shamed to tell you what was the
fivst thing that struck e,

Paget.  Take convage, Mr. Tan Yin, it shan't go any further.

Self.  There are, T suppose, about two hundred and fifty
men here, and yet looking round the tables T
can’ count: on-my fingers those who are not clean
shaven, as if they were under a vow.

Egerton. Nothing but fashion, my dear Sir; thirty years ago
no man thought himsell anything if he had not.
a luxuriant pair of whiskers; but now, all that is
changed, and we laboriously shave twice a day.

Paget.  Isay, Mr, Tan Yin, do you see that little fellow over
there who looks so infinitely bored and melan-
choly? He is one of our best novelists; and he is
blessed with such contagions wit that it is not
possible to read him without falling nnder his
spell.

Self, I have long given up judging by appearances.
They are a trap to cateh the nnwary.
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You are quite right. My experience in court hag
shown me that the simplest and most innocent
looking witness often proves a Tartar when I
come to cross-examine him, and more than once
1 have been heavily “lot down”” by one of those
gentry.

Self. As I was walking through the park yesterday, [
could not help wondering who found ‘the meney
to keep it up in such apple pie order.

Paget.  The royal parks, that is Hyde Park with Kensington
Gardens, St. James's Park and the Green Park
are a charge on the National! Exchequer, and
under the mandgement of 4 government depart-
ment, the Board of Works; while the other parks
such a8 Battersen and Finsbury Parks or Hamp-
stead Heath are keptup out of the rates, and are
under the control of the Parks Committee of the
London County Council, who have done a vast
deal to improve them éince they came into power.

Egerton. Do you take any interest in the stage, Mr. Tan
Yin?

Self. I most certainly do, and [ would be sorry to leave
London  without sccing a Pinero play and a
Shakespearian revival. By the way, what time
do the theatres begin herel 0

Egerton. Half past eight or nine, and close at eleven or half
past.

We had by this time arrived at a stage in the dinner
when cigar cases were brought out, and coffee and liqueurs
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put on the table. I was about to light & very tempting
looking cigar, when the chairman rose, called for silence
with a single knock on the table} and mede the following
short specch:—

“My lords and gentlemen, I have to propose a toast
which needs no words of mine to commend it to you, T ask
you to drink to His Majesty the King. The King! God
bless him!"

The toast was drunk stending, every man raising his
glass with the same words ‘“The King! God bless him!”
and then emptying the contents,

After & short interval devoted to conversation, the
chairman rose-again, to propose the toast of the guest of the
evening. This speech occupied about fifteen minutes and
T can not pretend to give all of it, hut only an abstract.

“My Lord Orville, my lords and gentlemen:—

We have amongst us-to-night men of both parties and
of all shades of opinion; but here we meet on common
ground, namely, our wish to do fitting honour to one who
has helped to bear the burden of Empire on a distant
shore (hear, hear), 1have known Lord Orville, Gentle-
men, for the better part of a lifetime, and T can truly say
that his whole career has been one of single-cyed devotion
to the State. Had he turned his abilities o his personal
advantage, without doubt he would have taken a high
position in the world of commerce, but, without = thought
of self-aggrandizement, he has placed his administrative
genius at the service of his country, and, Gentlemen, she is
gratoful (hear, hear). Lord, Osville has held many res-
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ponsible positions in the course of his career, and in all
of them his judicious tact, his suavity of manner, and his
firm determination to uphold justice have endeared him to
all with whom he came in contact. I can scarcely imagine
a more onerous, and at the same time, more intensely
interesting post than that of a man who represents the
King in one of the great self-governing colonies of the
Empire. His duty is to foster the political instincts of a
free people, und, whilst maintaining the impartiality of
the Crown, to do his best to tighten the links that hold
them to the mother country. In that task he has been
eminently successful, and there never was a time when the
bond between England and the colany which he had just
left was closer or mare afféctionate (loud cheers). We
are indeed glad to have Lord Orville onde miore among
us, where we can make use of his acute judgment and
ripe experience. We gladly part with our best men for
India and the colonies, but nevertheless we are glad to
see them back.

I need say no more; but usk to raise your glasses to the
health of “Lord Orville.”

Repeating the words “Lord Orville,” the chairman
drained his glass, and the guests followed his ex.ample, rising
in their seats to do so.

LA e otk 0l S o el
and was grected with loud clapping,  His speech was some-
thing like this:

My Lord Fife, my lords and gentlomen:—

During my official career T have been given to nnder-

stand that one of my chief claims to popularity was that I
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never made a long after dinner speech, and I do notin-
tend to belic my reputation to-night. 1 must confess
that during Lord Fife's speech, T did not know where to
look, and T shall now retort upon him by saying that in
every word he spoke of me, he was drawing a portrait of
himself. But apart, Gentlemen, from all personal mat-
ters, T bring to-night a message from the great self-
governing community which 1 have quitted. It is a
message of affection for the mother country, and loyalty
to the Fupire which allowa such wise discretion to its
component_parts, . Gentlemen, 1 thank you for the hon-
our you have done:me to-night, the memory of which T
shall cherish all my lifetime.”

1 had been interested in Lord Orville’s speech, but
fascinated by the skilful way in which he kept his cigar
alight the whele time, scizing the opportunity of cheers or
laughter to take a furtive whiff, On my remarking on it
to Paget, he told me of 4 well known statesman who has
been known to keep a cigar alight during a speech which
occupied fully an hour.

Three more toasts followed, the Navy, Army, and the
learned professions, responded to by an Admiral, a General
and a Judge, and then, with a vote of thanks to the chair-
max, the proceedings terminated at about 11.15 p.m,
Paget.  Sleepy, Tan Yin?

Self.  Not a bit.

Paget. Then come along to my club for an hour or so,
There is no need to go to bed yet. T always
begin to feel bright about this time of night.
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CHAPTER V.
THE THEATRE

Just about luncheon time Paget rang me up on the
telephone, and the conversation went much like this.
Voice. Hallo, Are you there? Is that Mr. Tan?
Self.  Yes, who aro yon?
Voice. Paget. I have got..........

Silence

Paget.  Is that you, Mr. Tan?  They cut us off at the
: Exchange. Look here, I have got two tiokets for

“His Majestys ¥ to-night. Could you come
with me? :

Self. By Jove!l Tshould be delighted. It is altogether
too kind of you. 7

"Paget.  Not at all, not at all ; ‘am only too glad to do any
thing for you. The play is ** Julius Casar,” and
really not a bad production. We must be at the
theatre by 8.30, which is rather a nuisance, as it
cuts into one’s dinner hour. We must dine
earlier than usual to avoid rushing out from the
very table.

Belf. Won't you come and dine with me at my hotel,
say 7 o'clock? Then we need have no hurry.

Paget, Thanks very much. 1 aceept your invitation with
pleasure. By the way, my seats are in the
dress circle. So you must put on evening dress;
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but a dinner jacket and black-tie will be enough.
Self. Al right, much obliged for the tip.
Paget.  Well, till to-night; good bye.
Self.  Good hye,
Rings off

At twenty past eight precisely we finished our dinner
and jumped into a hansom to drive to the theatre. I have
already found that it is difficult to walk in London, chiefly
on account of the many temptations to ride, either on the
tube, the ubiquitous bus, o seductive hansom with its
noiseless rubber-tyred wheels, and the cunning horse which
dodges in and out of the traffic as if it enjoyed it. His
Majesty's Theatre i8 a handsome white stone structure
adjoining a fashionable restaurant.  The cab drew up
smartly in front of the Corinthian portico, and we stepped
out, handed up the fate, and enteved the theatre. Leaving
our coats and hats in the cloak room, we ascended a wide
and shallow staircase; which Ted us to a softly carpeted
corridor of half moon shape, from which various eurtained
doors opened into a sloping gallery, fitted with comfortable
arm chairs, each provided with an opera glass. We were
shown to our seats by a female attendant dressed like: a
parlour maid.

Paget. (to attendant). Give me two programmes, please.
Attendant, Yes, Sir, 4d please.
Paget. It always goes against the grain with me to pay

for one’s programme in the theatre, A restaur-
ant keeper might just as well demand 2d be-
fore he allowed you to look at his bill of fare.
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Self.
Paget.

Self.
Paget.

8elf.

Pagel.

Docs not the public protest?

O yes, people growl, but the managers are too
strongly entrenched.

Which are considercd the best parts of the house?

The most expensive seats are those down in the
auditorium near to the stage. They are known
as stalls—a word strangely suggestive of the
stable—and cost 10/6 each. Next comes the
dress cirele, where we are, which is, as you will
see, the first baleony, price 7/6; then there is
4 buleony above us, where the price is 4/-; it is
known ‘as the upper circle. Above that again
is the gallery, price 1/-. = Thislastis the cheapest
part of the house, and on account of its lofty
position those who go-there are called *the
gods."" They dre severe eoritics, I can tell you,
and often make or mar a-piece; One more divi-
sion I'have not mentioned ig'the pit, just behind
the stalls, price 2/6. The pit has a clientéle
all its own, mostly tradesmen and clerks, Many
a young clerk prides himself on being a “pittite.”

By the bye, you paid for the cab ; T must share
that with you.

Never mind, you can pay next time. It was only
eighteenpence.  You know you can't move a
cab here under a shilling, but for that you can
legally go two miles, and then you pay 6d for
every additional mile. Nearly every one over-
pays the cabman a little, as the legal fare is
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admitted to be too small. Hallo, there’s the
curtain going up.

The lights had been previously extinguished in the
house, so the stage stood out in brilliantly lighted ‘contrast.
T was much struck with the beauty of the scenery, the back
drop being a view of Rome, which brought the appearance
of the old city before you very realistically. - The stage was
filled with *supers” representing the Roman crowd, and
the confused murmurs and occasional snatches of conversa-
tion were well done.” The audience was perfectly quiet so
thati it was easy o hear, The first entry of Cwmsar in his
festal robes was cleverly portrayed. - The music stopped, and
all were silent whenever he opened his mouth, and received
his few words as oracles. ‘The impression the great man
made upon his ies, and-his easy id in
himself, came home to me more than ever before. At the
end of the act there was an interval of ten minntes, and we
adjourned to the smoking room, where we sat down and
lighted cigarettes.

Paget.  What is it to be, Mr. Tan?

Self. * Withered murder with his stealthy pace—"
Paget.  Why, whatever is the matteri Are you stage
struck?

Self.  Were not you talking about the play1

Paget.  No, no, I was asking yon what you would have to
drinlk, :

Self. .0 what a fall was there !" My thoughts wero
in the theatre there with Ceesar. Drink? whisky
and soda, please.
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Paget.  In my opinion the best scene in this play, as
presented here, is that in the forum, after the
murder of Cmsar. I shall be ourious to have
your criticism.

Self. How many. first class theatres have you?

Paget. - About twenty-five; T think, actually in town, not
counting music balls, which, T confess, bore mo
to ‘death. In tbe suburbs too theatres are
springing up, and some have a very good reput-
ation. Tt is not theatres we want, but actors.

Just as I was going to get some information out of
Paget, an electric bell began to.ring, and we hurried back
to our seats for the second Aet, in whieh we-saw the winii.
ing over of Brutus and gradual unfolding of the plot. With
the third Act the climax was reached, and; Cmsar met his
doom. I was interested to see that on the English stage
the murder was performed without any visible signs of
blood.  On my rémarking about this to Paget, he said.
Paget.  Any horror of that'sort on the stage is intensely

distasteful to the British public who are willing
to use their imagination to dispense with actual
blood shed. Now then, attend carefully to this
next scene and tell me if you don't think it is
mightily well done.

I can honestly say that I sat spellbound during the
forum scene, watching Brutus bring the crowd over to his
side, and then Antony with his silver tongue gradually
melting a hostile andience, The swaying jostling citizens
were so lifelike that I felt very much like shouting with
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them. When all was over the whole theatre burst into

applause, and the curtain had to rise twice.

Self. I have seen Brutus and Antony and & Roman mob,

Paget.  Say no more. That is sufficient eriticism. It is
simply delightful to take a man to the theatre,
who is fresh and does nof pour cold water on
your enthusiasm with, “ That fellow does act,
my dear Sir!  He is a mere picce of wood; now,
if you conld have seen old “so and so” thirty
years ago, you might begin to talk about acting.”

Self.  Tdon’t'think T should want to ses any more, It
might dull the iuigiression of that last scene,

Paget.  All right, old chap, we will leave then, and go to
the club for an hour or so.

Self. Remember, it is my turn to pay for the hansom.

Pagel. Hansom!  You extravagant beggar, do you live
in hansoms? - Let us walk {0 the club and have
a chat there. Tt will takeus only ten minutes,

CHAPTER VI
THE BRITISH MUSEUM

My good friend Paget has always been telling me that
T ought to visit the British Museum, and I have been putt-
ing it off from day to day, with the aphorism ““The proper
study of mankind is man.” Fortfied with that, I bave walked
the parks and streets, engaged in the study, but, one wet
day, the neglected museum came into my mind. * Better
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late than never,” thought I “I will go to-day if I can
find anybody to go with me.” Canvassing my list of
acquaintances I remembered a young fellow called Ward,
who was in London doing some special research work. To
him I dispatched a note,

Dear Ward:—

Can’t you drop your work for a few hours, and
give me your company ta the British Museum? Do
this, good fellmo. 1 am sorry I can't offer you any
more exciting treal; bt angway it will be a change
from those musty folios, inlo_which you are always
digging.

Yours sincerely,
Tan ¥in.

Within an hour Ward arrived.

Ward. Ah, you tempter! 1 was just sitting down to a
good day’s grind when your message came,

Self. You will be back in a few hours, all the fresher.

Ward. I very much doubtit. Ti there is. one place
in London more physically tiring than the
Academy, that place is the British Museum.
&till, I am in for it now. Let us proceed !

Self. 1 suppose that big classic building is the Museum,

Ward. Quite right. I always like its solid appearance: it
is suggestive of British credit.

Self. What, with Consols at 871

Ward.  You have got me there all right. I withdraw what
1 have just said,
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Self.
Ward.

Self.
Ward.

Self.
Ward.

Self.
Ward.

Self.
Ward.
Self.

Ward.
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Now, where shall we go?

Well, if 1 am to be showman, I may as well tell
yeu that it is quite impossible to see the whole
Museum at once. If you try to do that, you just
wander through an endless succession of rooms,
until you are ready to drop with fatigue, and at
the end of it all you can’t remember what you
have seen,

That is a pleasant prospeet.

The best thing to do is to go to one department
and see it properly. What is your pet fanoy?

Something old, hoary with age.

Come along to, Bgypt then. T don't know any-
thing about it, but will try to hide my ignorance,
which is a thing most of us'spend our whole lives
in deing.

You are pretty :uccessful.

Compliments, Mr. Tan_Yin, aro Wasted on me. T
have forgotten how o blush. 1 am digressing.
Observe on the 1éft  doorway labelled “ Egypt.”

Is that one of the exhibits?

No, that is merely the portal, or entrance, to the
department of Egpytology.

I suppose you are quoting from the official guide?

0 no, I don't have to depend on that,

What is that enormous painted wooden hox?

Is there no one T can'ask? No lelp? Well, 1
must risk it. That, my dear pupil, i a sarco:
phagus, which contained the mummy of one of
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the old Egyptian kings. There is His Majesty
next door to the box. What would he have said
when he sat upon his throne, had some prophet
foretold that, in say 5,000 years, his body would
become a public show for the benefit of a Chinese
tourist and an irreverent historical student?

I expect the prophet would have been sorry to
prophesy in this way.

Very likely he would have been run in for ldse
‘majesté,

Just look at that tiny hand in this glass case.

That i8 about the most human thing in this whole
vast musenm,  Just thelittle hand of a woman,
who lived’and loved 6,000, years ago. Look at
the gold ring on her linger, perhaps given her by
her old time lover. Try to imagine what that
hand may have done, all 6,000 years ago. What
letters it may have written, what delicate
woman’s work it _may have done! All now
crumbled to dust and ashes, but yet the hand
remains—in a glass case in a London Museum—
and the whirligig of time has brought her country
under the dominion of the British.

One might weave wonderful romances about it.
Who knows but that it had held a dagger, and
used it too?

We shall eoon have a three volume novel, if we go
on,  We will kiss her hand in spirit and leave
her.
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Self.

Ward.

Self.

Ward.

Have yon ever studied hieroglyphics?

Not 1.  Life is too short, and T have taken on my
shoulders as much as I can do, already. We
have about half a dozen experts in London, who
spend all their time deciphering inseriptions, but
it is a branch of study that never appealed to
me. Now here is a thing that does appeal to
me, this little case full of wooden toys—jointed
dolls, eats, o box of draughts, and a tiny go-
cart. The Egyptians bave always seemed such
a mysterious people that it is refreshing to think
that their children were much the same as any
others, and wanied toys to play with.

Yes, and ‘probably - broke them and cried until
their parents bought them more, just as children
do to-day.

T must say I dolike these toys very much. The
colossal Egyptain statues almost frighten me,
and then on some of the tiny statuettes there is
sometimes such-a dreadful expression that one
ocannot bear to look at them. I remember one
we used (o have at home, when T was a young.
ster. Tt was only two inches and a half high
the head no bigger than my little finger nail,
and yet, there was an evil look indelibly stamp,
ed into the face, which I shall never forget.
Now, these toys are a proof that even the
Egyptains had the ordinary human feelings, and
probably laughed sometimes.
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Surely this is not the only reom devoted to Egypt?

No, there must be eight or ten. We will move on.
Can you ever work up any interest in the old
pots and pans this room is filled with? I confess
I can't unless like some of the Greek vases, they
add beauty to age. These misshapen crocks
have no charm for me, and I can't see in them
the romanee 1 do in the toys.

They lack the personal note, of course, but can you
see no romance in the dinners that may have
been ¢ooked in this pot?

Romanceof below stais, if you like, No, no, Iam
not to be seduced, But come along to the next
room. There is something I want to show you
there; some old household acepunts kept on an
carthenware itablet, the work, I presume, of
some careful housewife, who kept house, perhaps
in Thebes, thousands of years ago.

Half a minute; are those crnaments there in that
wall caset

Yes, ear-rings and necklaces. I ean’t-say I admire
them,

I do like a museum to myself, don’t you? If there
is one thing I hate, it is a group of chattering
visitors, with perhaps some would-be wiseacre
offering explanations. Now here there is nobody.

That remark cuts both ways, does not it? I suppose
you mean a sly dig at the British public for its
neglect of opportunity, but you must remember
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Egyptology is ““ caviare to the general.” In the
Greek and Roman rooms we should no-doubt
find: plenty of people,

1 should have thought the English occupation of
Egypt would have induced them to study it.

My dear hoy, the English people are the most
illogical in' the world. The Constitution is a
wass of illogicalities.  Knowledgs' of hierogly-
phics is no aid te.administering Egypt according
to British ideas.

I notice sometimes you say ¢ British” and some-
times * Englishi”  Why den't you stick to one
of the twol

Well, I am an Englishwan, and I am naturally
inclined to talk about England-and the English
people, when I niean Great Britain and British.
T am trying to break myself of it, us some, the
Scoteh for instance, strongly object to the use of
the word England in that particular sense, and
I want to live in peace with all men. Officially
we never talk of anything but Great Britain and
Ireland and “ His Britannic Majesty,” but, as
you have observed, force of habit sometimes
makes me use the other word.

I see your point; and if I were a Scot, I think T
should object too, considering the part they have
had in building up the Empire.

Yes, and still have.  OFf the last four prime minis-
ters, three have been Scots, and of the Jast three
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Self.

Ward.

Self.

Ward.

Self.

Ward.

self.

Ward.

Self.

Ward.

Viceroys, two have come from the land of cakes.
The Scoteh cakes are only oat cakes; still they
are very good, eaten hot, with butter,

From mummies to ont cakes by way of hierogly-
phics and the British Constitution is a pretty
good turn to the conversation,

You remind me of my duty. T am not half
instrueting you. You see that gigantic head
over there, carved from black basalt.

Certainly, T can ardly help seéing it.

Know, the, that it represents Amenhotep I1.

Oh, indeed, and who may he have been?

T don’t know who Amenhotep I1. was?  He was a
great fighting king who reigned about 1500 B. C.
Now who was Amenhotep 112

Please, Sir, & warrior king who flourished about
1500 years before the Christian era.

Good boy, 1 ‘will mark you A for that, and con.
gratulate you on your pretty variation, but
instend of “king™ you might have said
“ monarch.”

Yes, quite so; I forgot that. Come and lunch
with me, and you can talk about Egyptology, or
politics, or your own *shop’’ just as you like.

Let us be off at once then,
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CHAPTER VIIL,
A BALL
Mr, Tan Yin:
HMrs. Waller Paget
at Home
Monday July 10th, 9.30-2.30
RS.V.P. Dancing,

1 found this card on my breakfast table this morning
and sent an acceptance, wriking my. letter in the third
person. At ten o'clock pom. on the day mentioned, I
arrived at the house in evening dress with white waistcoat,
black sille socks, dancing pumps made of patent leather,
and a pair of white kid gloves in_my pocket. Taking off
my hat and coat, T made suy way up a staircase banked on
each side with flowers, and at the top found my friend
Paget and his wife receiving their guests. They both shook
hands with me, and, after chatling p minute, I passed on
into the drawing rooms-turned into a ball room for the
occasion by taking up the carpets and waxing the floor. A
London drawing room is nearly always on the first floor, as,
owing to the high price of land, the houses are narrow.

Getting into a recess, I watched the shifting scene, but
was soon detected by Mrs. Paget, who had now entered the
room. i
Mrs. P. O this will never do, Mr. Tan Yin. Have not

you got a programme?
Self. Yes, here it is; a footman gave it to me downstairs.
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Mrs. P. Well, the fisst thing to do is to get it flled. If you
don’t be quick, none of the girls will have any
dances left,

Self. But I don't know anyone heve.

Mrs. P. That is soon remedied. One of my chief duties
to-night is to introduce people to one another,
sa come along, and I will make you known to
half a dozen charming girls.

T was as elay in the hands of the energetic Mrs. Paget
who presently said: **Miss Hardeastle, I.want to introduce
Mr. Tan to you, Miss Hardcastle—Mry, Tan,” “Miss
Neville—Mr. Tan,” and o0 an,. Each lady howed to me
and I bowed in return, but all the while wondering how on
earth T was going to remember them, and making des-
perate mental notes of their gowns, with the hope that it
might prove of assigtance. . Very.soon Mrs, Paget left me
to attend to her duties, and 1 was left to struggle with
mine. Screwing np my courage; I advauced to the first
lady to whom T had been introduced.

Self.  Can you spare me o waltz, Miss Hardeastle?

ﬁwd, With pleasure, but I am afraid it will be rather
low-down. What do you say to No. 8 just after
supper?

Self.  Of course I shall take anything you give me, Miss
Hardeastle.

Two more men strolling up at this moment, 1 turned
to Miss Neville.

Self. Will you give me the pleasnre of dancing the
first “lancers’’ with you?
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Neville. 1 am very sorry T am engaged for the first, but

you can have the second if you like.,

Self. O thanks very much; 1 shall be delighted.

Newille. 1s not this a beautiful floor, Mr. Tan, just like

glass?

Self. Mo speak frankly, Miss Neville, T am very
much afraid of that floor. It is so slippery that
it may put me on my back.

wille. Well, I hope you won't choose our “lancers” for
that acrobatic feat,

Self. T will fake good care ot to.

Encouraged by my suecess, I was just about to go into
action again, when I heard behind me “Good evening, Mr.
Tan.”” Turning round, whom did 1 perceive but Miss
Shewell, my ald Liverpool dinnet partner?

Self.  Hullo, Mids Shewelly this is o picee of good fortune,

Shewell. The world is o &mall place, is not it, Mr. Tan? T

am staying in town with an aunt of mine, who
is chaperoning me this evening, We have just
come.
Self. Then you are not engaged for the first dance,
What is it? O, a “two step.” Can I have it}

Shewell. Yes, of course, and as the band has struck up we
might as well begin. What have you been
doing with yourself since you left Liverpool?
What have you seen?

Self. Miss Shewell, I have seen a murder,

Shewell. Good gracions! Where? How horrible!

Self. At His Majesty’s theatre. Tt was a most eruel
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Shewell

Self.

Shewell

Self.

and cowardly thing.

. How dreadful! and yet I did not see anything
in the papers. I wonder why they were not
ringing with it.

Yes, it takes place every night about the same
time. There {8 no excuse for not referring to it
in the papers.

. O 1 sce; I forgot you were such an admirer of
Shakespeare. But have not you done anything
instructive?  Remember I .am an interested
party, for T was your instructor once.

And the best T have had in-more senses than one.
Well, T have been to the British Museum.

Shewell. A verydull place t0.go to.

Self.

Shewell.

Self.

Shewell.

Self.

Shewell,

I have spent two or three Lours & a club, and
listened to the gossip-of the members.

Have you been any wiser for having been there?
T have always wanfed to know what men find
to do at that mysterious “‘elub,” besides billiards
and cards.

My mouth is gealed, Miss Shewell. Club gossip is
saered to men,

T don’t suppose it is worth hearing. Don't you
think we might reverse now.

have a beantiful step, Miss Shewell, and T

wish this dance conld last for an hour.

Don't you know that it is unlucky to say such
things?  The music will probably stop at once,
There! it has,
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Self.  How stupid of me. May I take you to your aunt
nowi

Shewell. Please. There she is talking to that old white
haired gentleman.

Self.  Thank you so much for the dance. Can you not
spare me another?

Shewell. No, but you may take me down to supper, and 1
will see whether you have profited by my
instruction ~or-mot.  Aunt Mary, let me
introduce Mr. Tan.. Mr. Tan—my aunt, Mrs.

Brownsword.
Brownsword. Good evening, Mr. Tan, my niece has spoken
of you already.
Shewell, There is Percy Talbot signalling to me for this
next dance: &
Mrs. B. Good' bye, my dear. I shall'be here when you
want me.

Self. May I sit down here?

Mrs. B, Please do, but are not you going to dance?

Self. Not unless yon will favour me with your hand.

Mrs. B. Thank yon, my dancing days are over now, and T
only come out 4s o chaperone, and to see the
young folks enjoy themselves. I should not
allow you to sit here, if it were not that there
seemt to be no wall Howers to-night.

Self. What kind of flowers are they?

Mrs. B. It is only & name we give to girls who have no
partaers for & dance, and have to sit round the
walls and look on.
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Self. Thinking, I fear, unkind thoughts of the opposite
Bex.

After this conversation I had a dance with Miss Neville
who was of a reticent disposition. This was foliowed by a
supper to which Miss Shewell invited me. Just us the
supper was over the band began playing again, reminding
both Miss Shewell and myself that we are engaged for this
dance. I found Miss Hardeastle with a rather stormy look
on her face, as, of course, T ought to have been there when
the music began,

Self.  Tam awfully sorey, bub I was down in the supper
room, and the band took me by surprise.

Hardeastle. 1 know the supper room has attractions for
men.

Self. Yes, we are a greedy lot, but I must beg you

pardon,

Miss H.1 was only joking, Mr. Tan, Is this your first
dance in England?

Self.  Yes, but I hope it wou't be the last. I enjoy these
dances immensely.

Miss H. 1 am afraid there won't be many more; it is getting
too hot for dancing, and lying in a punt on the
river is more delightful.

Self.  Are you fond of the river?

Miss H. Yes, L love it, and go down twice every week with
a ladies’ rowing club to which T belong. We
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have two eight vared boats with outriggers and
sliding scats, and work hard, I can tell you,
Our captain is  regular martinet,

Self. And yet you spoke of lying in a punt.

Miss H, That is for Sunday afternoon. We
sometimes,

Self.  Perhaps yon would like to rest now, as the music
has stopped.

Miss H. Yes, I should like {o sit down; you might take me
to my mother over there,

Self. CGood night, Miss Hardeastle, and thank you very

much.

Miss H. Good night, don’t be late next time!

This was my lnst dance, aud thanking Mrs. Paget
warmly for her hospitality, T drove home.  Three days later
1 left two cards at the house, and thu account could be
considered’ closed.

must rest

CHAPTER  VIIL
PARLIAMENT

“ How does one get admittance to hear a debate in the
House of Commons!” I asked a friend the other day.
He replied that an order from a member was necessary, and
this would admit one to the “strangers’ gallery,” T will
get yon one if you like,” he added. T eagerly accepted his
courtesy, and, armed with the card, presented myself in the
lobby of the House of Commons, after first spending a few
minutes in inspecting Westminster Hall, the scene of so
many famous state trials in the days gone by.



PARLIAMENT 47

The lobhy, whi is really the antechamber to the
house, is a lofty octagonal room with a black and white
marble floor, and was full of visitors, zome of whom had
come on business, and others merely out of curiosity, and in
the hope of geeing some of the men with whose names the
papers are most busy.

I showed my card to a friendly policeman, and he
piloted me throngh a narrow wicket, and thence up a stone
staircase into the gallery, which faces the Speaker’s chair,
and has a full view of Both thie Gavernment and Opposition
front benches.

The hpt‘nker—an :m’lmsmg figmre in_knse breeches,
black silk stockings, silver buckled shoes, black gown and
full bottomed wig—was. nhmdy established in his lofty seat

surmounted by a-canopy bearing the royal arms. Taming

a to man samng fir to me, £ said in niy urdicary tone.

Self. Why, where areall the membersi

X.  Hush, you st oniy speak n subdued tones, You
sce it is early yet, and only those members who have
questions to ask of ministers are in their places,

Relf. Please show me the ministers,

X, There ave only two of them in the house yet, the

Searetary of State for Wi

The one now on his feet, reading from o paper, is

v and the Home Secretary.

the Home Secretary, and ho is giving a reply to s
question for which he has had previcus notice, and
got his answer prepared,
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I notice the ministers sit on the right of the Speaker.

Yes, the G t and their supporters to the
right, and the Opposition to the left. Ministers
always occupy the front bench on the right, and
the leaders of the Opposition the front bench on
the left.

What is the object of these questions?

Experience has shown that it is a very practical
method of extracting information and opinions from
the Government, but, of course, when public inter-
est forbids, no answers are given. This most
frequently happens in. the case of questions
addressed to the minister for foreign affairs.

Does any one minister get more guestioned than his
colleagnes?

1t naturally depends on what is the burning question
of the day.

I don’t suppose that position 18 & bed of roses. Why
has the Speaker risen to his feet?

Because questions are now over, and he is giving
notice that the House will proceed to the orders of
the day, that is the business before them, which
is, in this case, to continue the debate on the
second reading of the English Small Holdings Bill.

Tmmediately the Speaker resumed his seat three or four

members sprang up and looked towards him,  With a nod
of his head he chose one, who bLegan to speak, while the
others sat down again.
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That is the process known as “catohing the Speaker’s
eye.”

It would not do to have a shortsighted man in the
chair, would it? Who is that speaking?

Only a private member. Big-wigs like ministers and
ex-ministers don't usually rise till after dinner,
when the House is much fuller. As they don’t
adjourn till twelve midnight, that gives them

. plenty of time.

1 was not much interested in fhe speech, but noticed
speaker never mentioned any fellow member by name,
as  the honeurable member for go and so,” “the Right

ble Gentl the President of the Board of Edu-

eation,” and $o on.
Self. What does “ Right Honourable " mean?

X,

It is the style of n member of the Privy Council,
to which eminent men are appointed from time to
time, and ministers as. o matter of course. If
you listen to the speech, you will also probably
notice that lawyers are addressed as “honourable
and learned,” and members of the fighting services
as “honourable and gallant.”

Self. All in the pink of courtesy, is not it?

X.

Rather; there are very rigid rules as to what is, or
is not parliamentary language, and the Speaker
upholds the decornm of debate with the utmost
strictness,

Self. Whatis that eurious line drawn on the floor, about two

feet in front of the benches which are level with it?
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That question is very pat, considering what we were
talking of. It is a reminiscence of the earlier days,
when tempers were hot, duels frequent, and every
gentleman wore a sword, even in the House of
Commons.  No member, when speaking, was per-
mitted to step over that line, and thereby bring
himself within sword thrust of his opponent on the
opposite beneh,  Of course, the line is only an

interesting survival now, which I for one should be

sorry 1o geo done away with; if only for the sake

of historical Continuity.

I should have that feeling very strongly were I a
member. | The idea of belonging o a deliberative
assembly with, ahistory of something like 1400
years would fill me with pride.

At the Lottom of his heart every member to-day has
that feging. We may sometimes laugh at our
Parliament, and callit a talking shop, but we are
really immensely proud of it and its history, and
its membership is one of the highest honours which
we can attain.

Are all members rich men?

Well, undoubtedly the greater number of them come

from the well-to-do classes. On the other hand,

wealth is no key to membership, and there is a

large minority of poor men in the house.

How are they received by their fellow members?
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X. My dear Sir, the House of Commons is totally in-
different to outside reputations or great for
Local magnates, manufacturers whose chimneys
blacken n whole countryside, merchants whose

nes,

ships plough all seas, speeulators in cotton and
sugar, mayors whose portraits adorn town halls,
and whose names are household words in their own
district, lawyers so eminent that they will not
open their mouths in court for less than a hundred
guineas, need not hope to be received by the House
of Commens otherwise than with languid indiffer-
ence. 1f ‘they prove to be bores, so much the
worse, if-they 'do not prove to be'bores, so much
the better. =

Seif. What do members do when a man bores them?

X,  Just get wp and leave the House, no matter who he
is. 1 don’t think there ever was an assembly
8o free from all, taint of mercenariness as the
House of Commons. It does not care a snap of
the finger whether the income of a new member is
£100,000 a year, or £3 a week—whether his father
was a duke, or a blacksmith, Its only concern
with him is that if he has anything to say he may
say it, and that if he has nothing to say, he will
say nothing.

Self. An admirable sermon.  But what was that bell for,
and why are all the members streaming back into

the house?
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X. That was the bell for a division, Three minutes
after the bell has gone the doors of the Hounse are
shut, and no one who is not inside can register his
vote.

Self. How do they votel

X. By poussing in single file through the “Ays” or “No”
lobhy as the case may be, where their names are
pricked off on a list. As they pass through the
lobby they return to the Honse, and when all have
returned, the tesult is announced by the tellers.

Self. How long does it take?

X, About 8 minutes. ~See, everybody s back now and
the result will be announced at once.

# * .

After announcement of the figures, which were received
with cheers and' connter cheers, an insignificant looking
figure rose to address the house, and T was astonished to
find that every one setiled down to listen, and the chamber
rapidly filled up. The specch quickly aroused the excite-
ment of both parties, The orator's supporters encouraged
him with frequent cries of “hear, hear,” which always
evoked counter demonstrations from the other side. Dur-
ing these scenes the speaker paused, with his hands on his
hips, and a quizzical smile on his face, and then by a happy
piece of wit dissolved the whole house in laughter,

Self. A clever speaker that
X. Rather. No one knows better what he is about.
As a rule, he keeps his audience alert by the barbed
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arrows of his wit, but 1 have seen the entire
assembly rise to their feet and remove their hats
when he has touched a chord that stirred them
deeply.

Yes, I noticed every one wore a hat, except of course
the Speaker. Why is thatd

It is not compulsory, bLut, I presume, merely a
survival of the time when men always wore their
hats, indoors as much as.out, Sam Pepys in his
diary aseribes a cold, from which he was suffering,
to his having wery rashly dined without a hat.

At this moment we were dnterrupted by loud cries of
“order, order” from the floor of the House.

Self.
X.

Self.

Self.

What is the matter now?

I presume the orator has said something which his
opponents: consider outside the limits of parlia-
mentary speech.

What will happen thend

He will probably withdraw, but if not, some one will
appeal to the Speaker {or a decision as to whether
the language be parliamentary or not. If the
Speaker considers the limits exceeded, he will call
upon the member to. withdraw. Should any
member refuse to obey the Speaker's ruling, he
has to leave the House.

What is that gallery high up and opposite to us,
with the gilded lattice work before it? T have
been puzzling over it for some time,
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gelf.

Self.

Self.

Relf.
X,

That is the ladies’ gallery. The grille, I suppose,
saves the members from Leing diverted from the
business in hand by the charms of the opposite sex.

Lo many ladies go?

O yes, the gallery is gencrally full. Mrs. Gladstone
used to attend regolarly whenever her husband
was to make an important speech.

T presume the Speaker is an important person,
should think so.~ He is the first Commoner in
the realm, hias al fing officiil house containing 60
rooms in the Palace of Westminster, & good salary,
and on rétirement is aliays pensioned and raised
to the peerage as o Viscount. ‘There are two ex-
speakers now living.” The life igsuch an exhaust-
ing one that no cne ean stand it for very long.

Where i the press eallery ?

Opyosibs you, nndemneath the ladies’ gallery. The
front half of our gallery is reserved for peers, and
you may often sco the Prince of Wales there
oceupying the centie seat. Ie has no standing
in the House of Commons, but is & member of the
Honse of Lords by virtue of heing Duke of
Cornwall.  OF course he never votes on any party
question.

Your second chamber is a hereditary one, is not it?

Yes, all English peers are members, and a certain
number of Seotch and Trish peers elected for the
purpase by their fellows.
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What about the sons of peers?

0 they are only commoners, and have this
advantage over their fathers, that they may enter
the lower house if they can find a constituency
to return them. You ought to visit the House of
Lords some time. It is a very gorgeous place,
and consequently known as “the gilded chamber.”

Do you often come to this gallery?

I do whenever 1 can get time. It may scem a
strange form of amusement, buf, however dull the
debate, 1 can gencrally get myself interested in it,

1 hope then it wen't shock you if I confess T have
had about enough.

Not a 'bit: What id one man’s meat is another
man's poison. I skall hang on, as the prime
minister is expected to wind up the debate, and he
is always worth listening to.

Is he a great orator then?

Not in the'sense that Gladstone ‘and Pitt were,
But he is rieh in o' guality which, of all others,
Englishmen like most.

And that is?

Common sense. Then too he has a saving sense
of humour,

And yet I am told a witty man in the House of
Commons is often distru ted.

For the simple reason that men sometimes become
slaves to their wit, and can never resist scoring
with it even if it be bad tactics; but that is where
the premier's common sense helps him,
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Self. Tt is a fearful thing, too, to have the reputation of
a wit, because everybody expects you to say some-
thing witty every time you open your mouth, and
if you don’t, sets you down as much overrated,

M
&

have nothing to fear in that respect: my sense

of humour is merely appreciative

Self. That endears you to the wits, does it noti Where
would a wit be without his audience, and what
would be the good of an audience, if it were
wooden-headed and wnable to see a joke?

X  There is @ miche for everybody somewhere, and
thos: who cannot appreciate humour serve to
remind the wits that even they have fields yet to
conquer.

Self. Meantime I shall go home and turn in, and leave the
wits and the dullards to their own devices. Good
night; thanks for all you have told me.

X, O, that isall right. T have the bad habit of seeking

to air my knowledge now and then. Good night.

CHAPTER IX.
TOWN AND GOWN

I have just returned from a long day in Oxford, and in
spite of being almost tired out, am determined to record my
impressions whilst they are fresh. I was Incky enough to
persuade Ward to go with me. 1 say “‘lucky” because
Ward is only just “down” and has

ny friends still in
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residence, On the journey down I pumped my companion

and acquired a good deal of information. My recollections

of the conversation are something like this,

Self. How many students are there in the University?

Ward.  Of undergraduates there are about 3,600, divided
among some 24 colleges.  Christ Church has the
largest number, 300 or so; then como New
College and Balliol College.

Self. Do all the men live in the Colleges?

Ward. As many as can, but there is not room for all, and
the overplus has to live in licensed lodgings in
the town.

Self. What hold does the College have over them then?

Ward.  Well, their tutor is-a member of the College, and
they have to'dine in the hall so many days in the
term, and the esprit de corps feeling in cvery
College is very strong.

Self. As regards the rooms in College, is it & case of first
come, first sarved?

Ward. Not altogether. No one can “keep” in college
more than two years, unless he is a scholar, but
has to make room for new comers.

Self. I see. I wonder which is the cheapest, living in
or living out?

Ward. 0, living out undoubtedly.

Self. Now botween you and me, what does it cost a
yonng fellow to live at Oxford and do as others
dot
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Ward, ~ With care he could manage on £150 per annum,
and natucally many live onless.  With £200 he
should be quite comfortable.

Self. What do the expenditures consist of

Ward. College fees, “battels” or board and lodging
charge, hooks, subscriptions to this, that and
the other society, and in a thonsand uncon-
sidered trifles.

Self.  How did you spend the day, wheil you were still

mdergraduate?

Ward.  Breakfasteas between 8§ and % am., spent the
worming attending lectures and the afternoon on
the river, or playing cricket or foothall according
to- the season, dined at 7.30, and thereafter
worked in iy toom until one or two a.m.

Self. How many hours of lectures do you attend in a

weekl

Ward. Ten to fifteen, but-during the last year I attended
ne loctures at all, for T was doing independent
research work.

Self,  Where shall we go when we first arrive?

Ward. We had better walk down the High Street as far
as Magdalen College, where a friend of mine is
expecting us to luncheon. Oxonians arc of the
opinion that there is no street in the world
which can compare with “the High,” and as a
matter of fact they arc not far wrong. The
street is broad, curves a little, and is
each side with venerable college buil

an
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know of no gpot so rich in_historical associations,
so perfect architecturally, so ancient, and yet so
perennially young.

Bravo, Ward! T suppose 1 dare not even whisper
the word Cambridge.

Certainly, if you wish. Cambridge is all right as
far as it goes, but it cannot hold a candle to
Oxford, for sheer heauty,

0, the pride of these Oxonians!

Just pride, my-boy, just pride. Tf you don’t see
very good reason for it:by to-night, I shall be
much surprised. ‘But here we are, so jump out.

The first view is not inspiring.

No, the station appronch is very bad; yvou must
contain your soul in patience a little longer.

1 will follow the adyice of Brutus and “be patient
till the last.™

You are sofond of quoting Shakespeare. Now
then, what do you think of that?

0, it is fine. Isit the High Street?

No, the Broad. There on your left is Balliol
College, founded in 1262, and the oldest but
one in the University, Next door to it is
Trinity. On the right hand side you can see
Exeter, and the Sheldonian,  We will just cut
through here in order to pass the University
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Ward.

Self.

Ward.

Self.

Ward.

library, “the Bodleian,” so called because
founded by Sir Thomas Bodley in 1597,

T suppose it is a pretty big collection.,

Not far off 1,500,000 MSS and printed books, and
then, of course, it is constantly growing, as the
Bodleian has a right to a copy of every book
published in the United Kingdom.

What a dreadful lot of rubbish they must get.
How do they deal with it?

Don’t ask me;  That is one of the Mcki& of the
librarian, Here is the High Street at last. Let
us stop here by the porch of St. Mary's for a
moment.

And ‘& beautiful poreh itis. Those twisted pillars
are. very effective. Ts this the University
Chiirch?

Yes, where Newman used to be rector. On the
other side of the strect are “the Schools,” the
dreadful torture house where all students must
attend, at least twice during their college careers,
for examination, I have no doubt you know
what it is to be stretched on the rack of an
examination, both written and viva voce.

Do 1 not! But I always had the happy knack of
showing up well in examinations

Yes, it is a very curious thing how some men, who
are really very good students, never put their
best foot foremost in “the Schools,"" and others,
not nearly so well read, make a better show.
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Belf. And yet it does not seem possible to devise any
more satisfactory system. What is this place
next door to the Church?

Ward.  Queen’s College; it has a fine open court, has not
it? Do you see that great tower over there?
It is a part of Christ Church, known as Tom
Tower, and contains a famous bell.

Self.  Did not you say Christ Church was the biggest
college?

Ward, Yes, and it has the reputation of attracting what
are known in ‘Oxford slang as “bloods,” that is,
young fellows with plenty of money, who spend
it freely. A great many of the youthful scions
of the-aristocracy go up to Christ Church. The
college was founded by Cardinal Wolsey; Henry
the RBighth’s minister, and its badge is a
Cardinal's hat /in remembrance of “'the pious
founder.”  Let us move on,

Self. It appears to be the fashion among the students
to go hatless, exeept for such as are in cap and
gown, who, I presume, are fresh from the lecture
rooms. Why do they wear gowns of different
lengths? 5

Ward. The longer gown denotes that its wearer is a
scholar of his college, in other words, the holder
of an open scholarship. That tower in the
distance at the end of the street is Magdalen
tower, the bell tower of the college where we are
going to lunch, which reminds me that we shall
have to hurry up,
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We accordingly hastened down the street, turned into
Magdalen College, crossed a lawn like green velvet, passed
through several ancient gateways, and finally knocked at
an old oak door, studded with nails, and black with age.
It was open by a fresh looking young fellow of about
twenty, wearing a Norfolk jacket, and smoking a briar pipe.
Immediately we had entered he closed the door, which he
informed me was known as sporting one’s onk, and led us
through an inner door into his rooms, which consisted of
sitting room and bedroom opening one out of the other.
The sitting room wag about 16 feet square, panelled up to
the ceiling with oak, and furnished with two wicker arm
chairs, four or five plain chairs, a table, bookease, lamp and
& large number of pipes. The bedroom was considerably
smaller, and seemed to contain nothing but a bed, a chest
of drawers, a wash hand stand and a tin bath. The two
windows in the sitting roont opened on pretty park with
deer grazing in it, and charged with an atmosphere of schol-
astic quiet. o

Self. You are pretty siug hove, Mr. Gill.

Gill. | Yes, T'am lucky to have these rooms. They aro
the best situated set in the College, and the
quistest.

Self. This is where you work then?

Gill, Yes, Mr, Tan, this is the scene of my labours; but
sit down and have some luncheon. It is only a
cold one, but, if you are ready, I will ring for
my seout and tell him to get the beer.

Self. Please do, but what is your scout
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aill. My servant; that is to say the man who attends to
the occupants of about six sets of rooms. Here
heis. Tom, get three pints of “bitter” from the
buttery.

Ward. What have you heen going in for this term, Gill?

il T rowed in the boat for a bit, but Iately 1 have
been putting in a lot of thue ut the nets, varied
with an occasional afternoon’s punting on the
Cher. 1 am afraid this lunch is rather a poor
spread, Mr. ‘Tan, but if you could stay overnight
and come to me at 830 fo.morrow morning,
1 could show you what a real Oxford breakfast
is like. That is the meal on which we fellows
pride onrselves,

Self.  Tonly wish T could, but T am bound ta go back to
town tonight, so can only offer the will for the
deed.  What beautiful silver mugs these are.
Are they your own property?

aiil. T only wish they , but T can't lay claim to
them. They are part of the College plate, of

which Magdalen has a pretty good collection.
Let me give you some more tongue.

Self. Thavks, 1 should like just one more slice. What
are you going to show me this afternoon, Ward?

Ward. 1 thought of following the Cher unu'l it joins the
Isis, spending half an hour or so by the river,
and then finishing up with St, John's Gardens,
What do you say, Gill?
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It seems all right. After you have finished with
St. John's you might go to the five o'clock
service in our chapel. We have a very famous
choir, Mr. Tan, for which we maintain a special
school, and their singing is well worth heating.

Tlo s every college have its chapel?

Yes, and every undergraduate has to make a cer-
tain number of attendances in a ferm, unless he
pleads conscientious objection. There are two
services a day in each chapel.

I should like to go while T am here, though T am
really no judge of music.

All right, we will fix that, and. now, if you have
quite finished,, we had hetter stact.

I amready. T hope you are coming with us, Mr,
Gill, |

T intend to give myself that pleasure.

By the way, Ward, what were those societies, to
which you tald me an undergraduate  was
expected to subsoribe?

The head and forefront of them is the Union, a
debating saciety with library and reading room
attached. The debates are carried on under
strict parliamentary rules, and the standard of
speaking is very high. Politics form the chief
subjeat of debate, and the Union is looked upon
as n great training ground for budding states.
men. Not a fow of our leading political men
have been presidents of the Union either at
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Oxford or Cambridge, practically the most
honourable post a student can fill, The other
things that claim subse ns are cricket, foot-
ball, tennis and boating clubs and so forth.

Whilst I was acquiring this information we were passing
through the street now filled with Hanneled men, some carry-
ing tennis rackets, some bound for the river, some on bicycles,
some on foot, but one and all bent on some form of exerecise.

The Cherwell, which is a narrow tributary of the Isis,
was full of punts, aspecies of flat bottomed square ended boat
propelled by a pole. In most of the punts there were two
one doing the work, and the other reelining on
cushions.  Oceasionally a canoe came paddling by, seeking

for a shady nook, but the Cherwell is the punter’s paradise,

Passing by the back of Merton College, which nestles
behind great ivy covered walls, we reached the bank of Isis,
which presented a very striking sight.  Drawn up in a long
line by the bank were the house hoats belonging to the
various colleges, each decorated in appropriate colours.
On race days the hoats are used to entertain guests, and at
other times as places to change and bathe in.

The river was alive with craft of every deseription,
Here a single oared skiff shooting ahead at a wonderful
speed, there o pair of freshmen heing “tubled,” that is
coached in a pair oared boat by an experienced hand.
Here a double sculling boat, and there a college eight resting
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on their oars and listening to a very frank lecture on their
shortcomings from a “‘coach” on the bank, who followed
their boat on a horse. 1 was much amused by the openness
of his criticisms, of which he made personal application
with a “Now you, Number so and so,” and questioned
whether I personally could have listened unmoved to his
biting tongue. We followed the river bank as far as the

University Boat House, passing on our way a great many

cricket fields and tennis courts belonging to various colleges,

and then turned back and found our way to St. John's
gardens, which were indeed very lovely places to visit.

Self. How do. you manage to get your grass in such
perfeot condition?

Ward.  That is just the question put to one of the gardeners
here by an inquisitive visitor. The old gardener
replied that it was easy enough “We cuts it and
we Tolls it, we rolls it and we cuts it—for five
hundred years.”™

Self. I'see, it is just a'question of time.

Ward.  Quite so, but to be honest, of climate also. The
most beantiful grass in the world is in Ireland,
where there is an immense guantity of rain,
That is why Ireland is called the Emerald Isle.

Self. I seem to have heard some time, that every year
they act a play out of doors in this garden. Is
it true?

Ward. Yes, they often perform one of Shakespeare’s
pastoral plays, such as ““As you like'it,” and a
very pretty sight itis,
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Self. For the andience doubtless, but T wonder what the
actors think; speaking in the open air is not the
acme of pleasure.

Ward. No, I dare say they prefer a stuffy theatre. I am
afraid we shall have to tear ourselves away if we
are to get to Magdalen Chapel in time for the
service,

We arrived just in-time fo see the choir file in. It
was mostly composed of boys of from 9 tods, habited in
snow white surplices, worn over an under garment of black,
When they began {o/ sing, I wis raised"into the seventh
heaven. The voices of the boys seemed pure as crystal and
true as silver bells, The climax was put on my e
in the anthem, where there was-a solo part taken by a boy
of about 12. His voice went soaring up-and up as if it
would never stop, and scemed to fill the vaunlted roof of the
chapel with the exquisite melody.

After the service, which lasted about half an hour, we
made our way to the station and took our seats in the train,
Self.  That has been a splendid day, but now I want to

know something about the finances of the
University. Daoes it get any Government grantf
Ward. Not a half-penny. Apart from students’ fees, all
its income comes from endowments, and some
colleges are much richer than others
Self. Have they got encugh

oney?
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Ward. Did you ever hear of a University that could not
spend more than it has?  Still, 1 am sorry to say
Oxford is really hard up, and the Chancellor is
making a public appeal for funds.

8elf. How do the students hit it off with the town's
folk?

Ward. Much better than they used to. At one time what
was known asa “Town and Gown Row” was very
frequenty but now it is practically unknown.

Self.  Besides the ancient universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, what others have you?t

Ward. InEngland: London, Manchester, Bristol, Liverpool?
Birmingham, Durham; Leeds and Nottingham;
in Seotland: Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen;
in Wales: Bangor, Cardiff, and Aberystwyth; and
in Ireland: Dublin,

Self.  Are they less expensive than Oxford and Cambridge?

Ward. Yes, considerably, and very good work they do.
They specialise to a certain extent. Thus
Durham attracts mining students, Manchester
cotton spinners, and Edinburgh is famous

* the world over for its medieal school,

Self.  And yet I suppose none of them cast the spell
that Oxford and Cambridge do?

Ward. 1t is hardly possible. ~ The students do not live in
College, but scattered about a large town, and
as far as the English universities go, there is no
feeling of historical continuity, When you go
to Cambridge, you fecl that here Sir Isaac New-
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ton studied, and here came the precocious youth
Francis Bacon. If you go to Oxford, you feel
the spirit of Addison or Newman floating over
the place; but in the newer universities there
can be none of these things,

Self.  Time will change all that.

Ward. Yes, and meantime time has brought us to Pad-
dington again, where I must say good bye as T
have a dinner engagement at 8 o'clock.

Self. Just one thing more. At what age do ¥ou go to
the universities?

Ward.  Usually when one is 18-or so, and the course lasts
3 or 4 years.

Self.  Thanks very much, Thatis all'T wanted to know.
Good bye,

CHAPTER X.
HOME LIFE
7 Belgrave Gardens,

Hampstead, London, N. W.,,
July 26, 1907.

My dear Father:
1 have been spending a couple of days in what I think
is a typical middle class English home. The father of the
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family, Renshaw by name, is a City man of about forty

years of age. His wife, whom he always addresses by her
Christian name of Mary, is five vears younger, but looks
congiderably more his junior. The children are five in
number, three hoys and two_gitls. Their ages range from
fifteen to six, and their names are Charlie, Jack and Arthur,
Betty and Isopel (known for short as Bell). The house
contains in the basement kitchens and a large school play
room for the youngsters; on the ground floor are found the
hall, dining room and drawing room, and a small room
where Mrs. Renshaw has her “writiig table, and Mr.
Renshaw smokes in the evening. - The latter contains also
the family collection of books, though, as a matter of fact,
books are seattered over the whole housein & most delight-
ful manner, and, in addition, cach of the children has a
little book ecase,

On the first floor are three bedrooms and a bathroom.
One of the bedrooms is oceupied by Mr. and Mrs, Renshaw,
one is the spare roomcfor guests, and the thied is filled by
the girls and their nurse. On the second floor are two
bedrooms used by the boys, also a range of linen clasets
warmed with steam pipes, and higher than that, on the
third floor are the servants’ bedrooms, and the box room.

The household staff consists of three servants, cook,
house-parlour maid and nurse, all women, and every
morning before breakfast a boy comes to alean the boots
and knives, carry up hot water and soon, He is known
aa the boot boy, and leaves as soon as breakfast is over.
You may be interested in the servants’ wages. The cook
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gets £20 a year, the house maid and nurse each £18, and in
addition they live at the expense of their employers, which
may be reckoned at another £20 a year for cach one. The
boot boy gets 2/- a week, and his breakfast. The garden
is only a small narrow piece, not of much use for children
to play in, but Renshaw, to his own inordinate pride,
raiges pretty good roses there, and as the house is sitnated
near Hampstead Heath, the children can go there as much
as they like.

Finally the house is-semi-detached, built of red brick,
and the rent, Renshaw tells me, s/ £105 per annum,
payable in guarterly. instalménts, | Rates come to about
£40 0 year more, and incaddition the tenant is responsible
for internal repairs, the landlord looking after the fabric
only. T - -

It is almost impossible to get & house in London on a
yearly agreement; unless yon takeit furnished, and Renshaw
holds his on a five years lease.

There, now you know as much as I do, and, at any
rate, I hope you have some” idea’of the place I am in. I
write this in my bedroom, which contains a writing table
supplied with paper, pens and ink, and, by a refinement of
courtesy, stamps.

I arrived late the night before last, and so the children
were all in bed, whither T myself shortly retired, requesting
to be called at seven o'clock, breakfast being at eight.

T found a jug of hot water in the bedroom, wherewith
to perform my nightly ablutions, and after that ceremony,
I slipped in between the sheets, and slept the sleep of the
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just until 7 o’clock next morning, when 1 was awakened by
the maid pulling up the blinds, and letting in a flood of
sunshine. She brought a can of hot water for shaving pur-
poses, and drawing a large enameiled tin bath from under
the bed, asked me whether T liked my bath hot or cold. T
compromised on s lukewarm one, as I have nob yet
accustomed myself to the ice cold baths the Engiish take in
the mornings, The maid filled the bath in accordance with
my wishes, laid out the big towel, and retired, leaving me to
my own devices, - jumped up, bathed, shaved, drossed,
and put on my boots, which T found beautifully polished
outside the bedroom door, and then descended to the dining
room, where 1 found the family assembled. I shook hands
first with Mrs. Renshaw, who'enguired how T had slept, and
then with Renshaw, who called up the children and
introduced. them one by one: . 1-shook hands with them all,
except the youngest, Bell, who held up her cheek to be
kissed,

At breakfast, Renshaw sat at-one end of a long’ tabls
covered with a white cloth, behind a large dish of fried
bacon and eggs, from which lie proceeded to fill a pile of
hot plates, giving one to each child. Mrs. Renshaw at the
other end of the table had charge of the ecoffee pot from
which she poured the hot beverage into large cups of white
china. Which were then passed down the table. In order
to make myself useful I cut the bread, which Charlie in.
formed me was usually his joh.

A sample of the breakfast table conversation may
amuse you,
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Mrs. R. (addressing Renshaw). Tom, you have given Bell
too much bacon; please take some of it back.

Bell, O mother, I can eat it.

Mrs. R. 1 daresay you can, my dear, but it would not be
good for you.

Charlie. May I go to school in my tennis shoes to.day,
mother?

Mrs. R. No, Charlie, you must put on your boots. Jack,
what a drzadfully dirty collar you have got on!
Where did you get it?

Jack. 1 could not find any clean ones, mother. T think
somebody must have hidden them,

BMrs, R, T think you did not 160k very hard. Run upstairs
after breakfast, and put on a clean one, there is
a good boy.

Mr. R, Are you ready for another cup of coffee, Mr, Tan?
Betty, jumpdown and put Mr. Tan’s plate on
the sideboard.  Arthur, pass the butter and the
marmalade.

Arthur. May I have some more bacon, mother? I only
had a very little picee.

Mrs. R. If you have got any 1o spare, Tom, give him a
little more.  Pass up your plate, Arthur.

Mr. R. Charlie is the cricketer of the famliy. How many
runs did you get yesterday, sonmy?

Charlie. Only twently, but T will have that half crown yet.

Mr. R. T promised him 2/6 the first time he made 50 runs,
and he lives in perpetual hape: of obtaining it.

- » *

Mrs. R. Now then children, be quick. It is time you
started for school,  Have you got all your books?
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<Where are your gloves, Betty? In your pocket?
Put them on then,

Arthur. O mother, I can't find my cap, and T know I left
it here last night. What shall I do?

Mrs. R. Look behind the hat stand; it has probably fallen
down. Now, chicks, you really must be off, or
you will be late. Run along and don’t stop to
look in the shop windows.

As soon as the children were fairly off the premises,
Renshaw himself left to cateh his train for the City, whence
he does not retarn until seven o'clock in the evening.
Before going he advised me to.sit in the morning room,
where T shiovld find tobacco and books to while away the
time until luncheon at one o'clock, after which hour Mrs,
Renshaw wotld be free from the honsehold duties, on which
she generally spent the morning.

T adopted his suggestion and passed the time there
very pleasantly over some bound volumes of Punch, Mrs.
Renshaw occasionally looking in tosee how I was gelling
on,

At about & quacter to one a claiter of boots on the tiled
hall, and a throwing down of books announced the return
of the children, They ran upstairs to wash their hands, and
then the sound of the gong summoned us to the dining
room. This meal, which was the children’s dinner, consist-
ed of a hot roast leg of mutton with potatoes and
caulifiower, and for the second course a raspberry tart.
The children drank nothing but cold water, but there was
claret for Mrs. Renshaw and me. Mrs. Renshaw carved
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the mutton, and I helped the tart, while the maid passed
the vegetables round for each person to help themselves.
The conversation at table was mainly concerncd with the
children’s doings at school, and I am afraid T can’t re.
member any details, The boys have to go to school again in
the afternoon from half past two to half past four, but the
girls do not, and Mrs. Renshaw suggested they should
show me something of Hampstead as she herself was obliged
to pay some calls that afternoon. I accepted the offer
gladly and we sallied gayly out; the girls dressed in shady
white hats, loose white cotton f{rocks, fawn coloured
stockings and tan shoes, while 1, to do proper honour to
the occasion, had donned a light. grey suit, new straw hat,
and lavender coloured necktic.

At the first confectioner’s shop I called a halt to buy
gome chocolates, with which we afterwards filled in the gaps
in the conversation. “

T learned a good deal about their schools, and was told
that the boys go to an, establishment with about 150
scholars. 1t is a private school, and offers preparatory
courses for the large public schools, such as Eton, Harrow,
Winchester and Rugby. The hours are from 9.30 to 12,30,
and from 2.30 to 4.30; and, in addition, the boys have home
work to do in the evening, which takes them about two
hours. Twice a week, on Wednesdays and Saturdays, they
got half holidays, that is to say there is no school in the
afterncon, but all the boys are expected on those days to
join in the school sports, ericket, football or hockey
acoording o the season. The’ highest form is the sixth,
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and the lowest the first, and removes are made at the
beginning of every term. Charlie is in the fifth form and
is going away to school next year.

Bell said the masters are very severe, always address
the boys by their surnames, and wear cap and gown, and
Betty added that they sometimes caned the boys, though
1 gathered that the usual form of punishment is the
writing out of poetry, known as “jines,” or detention after
school hours. 1 enguiréd how the masters distinguished
between boys of the sime name, and was told they were
denominated ‘major, miner, tertius and so on, according to
their ages. Thus, Charhie is Renshaw. major, and Arthur,
Renshaw tertius. It nppears that the British school hoy
has an invincible repugnanee “to-allowing his fellows to
know his Christion name and dogs bis best to keep it secret.

In the girls’ school the forms are divided in the same
way, and there is o kindergarten attched. The teachers
are all women, and of eourse there is no corporal punish-
ment. Although T told you tHe girls do nob go in the
afternoon, they have home lessons to do, which take about
an hour and a half. There is a tennis and hockey olub and
also a gymnasium, where twice a week the girls are drilled,
You will be surprised to hear that the school is run by a
limited company — the Girls Public Day School Co. — which
pays: & dividend of about 4%, and has schools in all the
large London suburbs and some provincial towns also. On
our return home at 5 o'clock we fonnd the hoys just come
in, and, as Mrs, Renshaw had not yet returned, the children
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invited me to join their tea, which consisted of tea and

milk; plenty of thick bread and butter, jam and plum cake.

The nurse poured out, and a very jolly meal it was.

Immediately it was over, the table was cleared, and the

children sat down to their home work, Charlie to a piece

of Latin prose. Jack and Arthur to Cwmsar, and Betty to a

French exercise, Bell being in the kindergarten, had no

lessons to do, and was disposed to be noisy., She was

however soon repressed by her elders and sat down to a

book. 1 slipped quictly out of the room and found Mrs.

Renshaw sitting in the drawing rgom,

Mrs. B. 1 hope the children did not bére you, Mr. Tan,

Self. Quite the contrary. 1 have never acquired so much
information in so shoet a fime, but there is one
thing more T want to know. - When do they go
to bed?

Mrs, B. Well, Bell goes to bed at seven but-the others get
their supper at eight, and go off at times varying
from 8.30 to 9.30. 1t depends rather on how
they get on with their home work.

Self.  The boys seem to have to work very hard.

Mrs. B, Perhaps so, but I don't think they are overworked;
anyway they are always cheerful enough.

Self. You must not let me interrupt you, Mrs. Renshaw,
if you want to go on with your letters. I cun
amuse mysell well enough.

Mrs. R. That is very kind of you Mr. Tan; I did rather want
to get these letters off by to-night’s post, The
first goug will go at seven and dinner is at 7.30.

* * *
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# When the gong went, T made my way upstairs to my
bedroom, washed in the ot water provided for me, put on
o dinner jacket and a black tie, and then descended to the
drawing room, where I found Renshaw returned and
changed into the same dress as myself. Mrs. Renshaw
shortly afterwards appeared in a high-necked black lace
gown, and we moved to the dining room and sat down to
dinner, The meal was a simple one of four courses consist-
ing of soup, fish, meat and sweets, and we finished it with
a glass of good port, and then a cup of coffez and a cigar.
The rest of the evening passed pleasantly enough, Mrs.
Renshaw engaged with some fancy work, and Renshaw and
Iin an amicable dispute over an item of foreign news which
he had read:in the evening paper. At 11 o'clock we all
retired to bed, Renshaw and I taking a “night cap” of
whisky and soda. ’

T am afraid T have written'you a most extravagantly
Tong letter, and hope you won't be dreadfully bored.
: TLove fo all at home from
Yours

CHAPTER XI
A WEDDING

The other day I was very imuch surprised to receive
from Ward a letter couched in the following terms:—
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My Dear Mr. Tan:

I want you to do me a very great service. A
JSortnight from to-day I am to be marrivd, and if you
would act as my best man on thal occaswon, I should
bo deeply obliged. There is nothing very formidable
init.  You will only have to pit on a frock coat, and
support me at the ceremony in the church, producing
the ring at the right moment in the service.  Say
“Yes.” there is a good. fellow, and you will earn the

grogiide ol Yours. very iruly,

Jods. Ward.

1 was considerably taken aback by this communication,
but, after some thought, decided to agree to the request,
and despatehed the following fetter to Ward.

Al right, 1 will sland by;um but 1 shall want o
lot of coaching, so you had better come and dine with
me lo-morrow wight at 8 o'élock, and’ give me all

paricylarhed Youre sincerely,

Tun Yin.

Within a very few days Lreceived from the parents of
the bride a formal invitation fo the wedding, printed in
silver on stout white paper.

Mr, and Mrs. Arthur dorley
request the pleasure of Mr. Tan Yin's company
at the wedding of their daughter
Bdith Mary
lo
Mr. James Brabazon Ward
at € o'clock on Aug. 15tk af St John's c‘mm
Kensington, and aftermards
al 18 Crinley Grirdens.
R.8. V. 2P
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Ward filled me up with information, and on {he
morning of the wedding T sent a bouquet of white fowers
to the bride, to curry during the ceremony, and at 12.30
Ward and I sat down to luncheon together. We both wore
frock coats with button-holes of white roses, and had in
reserve silk hats and lavender coloured kid gloves. Poor
Ward was rather nervous but managed to eat a hearty
luncheon, nevertheless, and at 1.30 we entered a pair-horse
closed carriage and drove off to the Church. There wasa
red carpet covering the Church steps, but we avoided the
front door, and entered through ' the back way into the
vestry where we found the clergy waiting. After grecting
them, we emerged into the Chureh and took up a position
in front of the bridegroom, The Church was full of people,
beautifully decorated with white flowers. and branches of
evergreen, and up the centreaisle was laid a strip of erimson
carpet. Itis the immemorial privilegs of the bride to be
ten minutes late on these occasions, but, after keeping
ourselves patient for a little while, she entered the Church
by the main gate and proceeded up the aisle on the arm of
her father. Her mother and brothers were already in the
Church, oceupying the left hand seats while the bridegroom’s
relations cccupied those on the right. She was dressed all
in white with a long train born by two little boys, and
wore over her head a lace veil surmounted by a wreath of
orange bl Her only was a di 1
pendant which Ward had given her, In addition I was '
pleased to notice that she carried my bouguet. Following
her were six bridesmaids, young unwarried women, friends,
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or relations of the bride, who wore blue gowns and hats but
no veils. They all carried bouquets presented by Ward.
As soon as the bride reached the chancel steps, she took up
a position on the left hand of the bridegroom, both parties
facing the clergyman, and having their backs to the con-
gregation, I stood on Ward's right, a little behind him,
and Mr, Morley was placed on his daughter’s left while the
bridesmaids stood two by two behind the bride.

The service then began. T had been a little nervous
about the ring, constantly feeling in my waisteoat pocket to
make sure that it was there, but at the right moment I was
able to produce it and hand it to Ward, who placed it on
the third finger of the bride’s left hand. The actual cere-
mony lasted about 20 minutes, and was closed by an
exhortation and benediction from the clergyman,  We then
proceeded to the vestry to sign the register, and were there
joined by the relations of both families, who offered their
congratulations to the couple, the bride's veil being thrown
back for the first fime. While this was going on, the
congregation were singing o wedding hymn, and at the
close of this, a procession was formed to walk down the
aisle to the door, Mr. and Mrs. Ward went first, arm in
arm, the bride with veil still thrown back, 1 followed with
the chicf bridesmaid, then came the other bridesmaids
escorted by sundry men of the family, and finally the parents
of the bride and bridegroom, the organ in the meantime

playing a wedding march. At the door we found a line of

pair-horse carriages in waiting. The horses were grey, and

decorated with white rosettes, while the coachmen and foot-
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men all wore white flowers in their coats, and had their
whips decorated with white ribbons.

The bride and bridegroom entered the first carriage, 1
with three bridesmaids the second, and we all drove off to
the residence of the bride's parenis, where a reception was
to be held.

The guests began to pour in bebind us, and the bride
and bridegroom took up a position side by eide to receive
their congratulations. . Some of the greetings were as
follows: —

X. Hearty congratulations, Mrs. Ward. T hope you
will live & very happy life.

Mrs. R. Thank you, Mr. James, You must come aud ser

. /us when we are settled in our new house,

b & My wvery best wishes; Mrs. Ward., Mind you keep
that clever hushand of yours in order.

Mrs. W. T wills try, Mrs, Thomypson, but he has behaved
pretty well so far.

Z. A long and prosperous life, Mes, Ward,

Mrys, W. Thank you, Mr, Robinson, 1 am so glad you
were able to come,

- ® #

The congratulations addressed by the men to Ward
were somewhat more informal in chavacter. “‘Good luck,
old chap.” “I congratulate you, my dear boy, you are a
lucky man to get such a charming wife,” and so on.

All this while the servants had been handing round
champagne, and when every one was served, the oldest
friend of the bride’s family propesed the health of the newly
married couple and wished them long life and prosperity.
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This was responded to by Ward on hehalf of himself and his
wife, and then another friend proposed the bridesmaids,
and to my constzrnation T was called upon to reply for
them. I felt dreadfully embarrassed, but-there was no
getting ont of it.© And so I made best of a bad joh.

‘The next ceremony was the eatting of the wedding cake
by the bride. The cake itself was an immense structure
made in three tiers, in all some three feet high, and oma~
mented on the top with a sugar vase of fowers. It was
covered all over with white sugar haked hard and about a
quarter of an inch thick, Underneath the sugar was a
layer of almond paste one and-a half inghes in depth, and
then the cake itself, which was almost black-and very rich.
OFf comrse the entting throngh sach a thickness of hard
sugar is a difficult task, which is really left-to the confee.
tioner’s man, whouses a saw, and the bride only inserts the
knife in a place already prepared and- takes out the first

slice. The man then does the rest, and pieces are handed

to all the guests.

Wedding cake will keep for an enormous time, and
Mis, Morley told me she still had in a tin a piece of her own
cake, over twenty-five years old, and quite good,

When every one had a piece, most of the guests passed
into another room where the wedding presents were set
out. Back gift had the card of the giver attached, and they
included ‘an immense number of things from a diamond
bracelet down to a fountain pen. Some things, such as the
piano and furniture, are too bulky to show, and the cards
of the donors are simply represented instead.
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I made the round with an old gentleman whose name

1 did not catel, and from him I extracted a certain amount

of information.

Belf. A fine show here, isn’t it!

X. Yes, but between you and me, wedding presents
are hecoming rather a tax. Young people seem
to expect their friends almosy to furnish their
house for them,

Self. Does not the bride bring anything with her?

X. It is the eustom for her to bring the household
linen, and, of course, her own troussean, that is,
clothing sufficient 10 last about two years.

Self, 1 wonder how many clocks there are among these
presents, I can count gix from: here.

X. I darcsay there are many more. There are
always duplicates, as a lot of people think of
the sime thing. By the way, wiiere are Me.
and Mrs. Ward going for their honeymoon?

Self. To Paris; which reminds me T ought to he off down
to the station to get theiv luggage registered,
buy their tickets, and see if 1 can get a reserved
carriage.

z You will miss the going away.

Self.  Is that anything intercstingi

X. Well, the bride retires and changes her wedding
gown for what is known as the going away dress,
and of course it is of & plaiuer description, says
good-bye to her parents, and enters the carriage
with her hushand to drive to the station. [t
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used to be the custom to fling large quantities
of uncooked rice at the couple during their
passage {rom house to carringe, which was
supposed to bring good luck. As you may
imagine, this custom entailed considerable physi-
cal diseomfort on the recipients, and it is now
generally given up. T notico that, to day, Mr,
and Mrs. Morley have provided us with bags of
tiny horse shoes made of silvered paper te take
the place of rice,

Why horse shoes?

They are a universal symbol of good luck.

I remember having heatd somewhere about the
throwing of old shoes after the carriage.

Yes, thatis right,, One or two. people are sure to
throw white satin slippers, and, if possible, tie
one to the carriage unknown to the ocoupants.

1 wish I could =eg the fum; but T must be off now.

CHAPTER XII
BANK HOLIDAYS

The English have a number of national holidays known

as Bank Holidays, becanse, on those days only, can the
Banks legally close their doors. The bank days are Easter
Monday, Whit Monday which generally falls in May, the
first Monday in August, Christmas Day, and the day
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following, known as Boxing Day. Bank holi
modern institution, and sometimes known as St. Lubbock’s
days after Sir John Lubbock, now Lord Avebury, who
passed the bill legalising them through Parliament.

These bank holidays are particularly the days when
the lower classes go out as one man to enjoy themselves,
The more well-to-do people as a rule go away into the

ya are a

country, and there are literally hundreds of excursion
traing ran on that day to all parts; but the multitude
takes advantage of pleasures which'are nearer to hand, and
erowds to the vations parks, ‘the Crystal Palace, Epping
Forest, the Alexandra Palace and so forth, At Renshaw's
invitation I passed the August bank holiday in Hampstead,
staying with him aver night in order:to avoid the con-
gestion on the trains, for on bank holidays all distinctions
of class are overridden and every man gets in where he can,
On Monday morning then at 10 o'clock Renshaw and
I sallied out. ‘Tt was & blazing hot day, and T was mightily
glad of my ool suit-and straw hat. The road leading up
to the heath, which is on the top of a hill and commands a
superb view both of London and the country, was crowded
with family parties all dressed out in their best, and many
carrying bags of provisions.
Self. How many people, do you suppose, come to the
heath on bank holidays?
Mr. R. Anything up to 50,000 I daresay, but then you
kunow the area of the heath is about 300 acres,
Self. About 320 now as we should say, Yes, that
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would hold a good many people without crowd-
ing. How do they amuse themselves?

Mr. R, Some just wander about and enjoy the rest and
beauty of the scene, but the more energetic
spirits get up games, such as cricket, rounders,
blind man’s buff, tick, and things like that.

Self. But did not yon say there were a lot of shows?

Mr, R, 1should think there are, Aunt Sallies, merry-go-
rounds, shooting ~galleries, ococoa nut shies,
swing hoats, donkeys to ride, and no end of
sport for those with a few coppers to spend.
You will have to try your hand at them.

Self, I mean to. 1 have purposely filled my pockets
with gmall change,

* * *

At this moment we reached the summit of the hill, and
I stood amazed at the view. The road ran slong the top
of & ridge, and to our right lay London half hidden in a
pearly mist, out of which the great dome of St. Paul’s
reared itself. Away to the south-east I observed a shim-
mering spot of light which proclaimed the sun on the
Crystal Palace. To our left was an expanse of rolling
richly wooded country, with Harrow Church standing up on
jts hill about twelve miles off, while in the dim distance
we could faintly descry Windsor Castle,
Self. I say, what a magnificent view!
Mr. R. Yes, we think no end of it, and it has proved
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a source of inspiration to some of our best
painters,

Self. I am not surprised. He would be a poor sort
of artist: who remained cold before such a
wonder(nl sight.

Mr. B, What I like about it is the spaciousness. As far
as eye can se¢, nothing impedes the vision,
But let us turn off the road on to the grass
now, and . gee what we can find by way of
amusement. | Just-a word of warning. Beware
of innecent looking boys und girls carrying
squirts; they are apt to.let fly at your collar
and yeduce it to a limp mass.,

Self.  All right, thauks. 1 will 1ok out.

® * *

Turning off the road we passed down a broad grass
avenue lined on both sides with shooting galleries, ete. The
first thing that attracted my sttention was the stentorian
shouts of a man in charge of a cocon nut shy. *‘Here you
are, all the fun of the fair, here’s your milky cocoa nuts,
three shies a penny.” 1 succumbed to his eloguence and
produced a penny, in réturn for which he handed me three
large wooden balls, which I flung one after another at a
nomber of cocon nuis placed on the top of iron stands
about twenty yards off. Had I knocked one down, T should
have been entitled ta'a nut, but all my three shots proved
failures, at which 1 was: secretly pleased, as I really don't
know what I should have done with a large cocoa nut.
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Self. It is your tum now, Renshaw, to exhibit your
PEOWESS.

Mr. R, Not at that game, old fellow; I could not knock
down a nut to save my life, but I will try
something eise. There’s a “try your strength
machine.” I will invest & penny in that.

The “try your strength’’ machine consisted of a padded
dise, surmounted by a dial with a single hand. Renshaw paid
his penny, then drawing back, smote the padded dise
with his doubled fist, and the dial immediately registered
the weight of the blow in pounds. T was very much taken
with this, but declined to try. my hand at it, as my eye had
been caught by a shooting gallery, where for @ penuy, one
shot could be had at a ball dancing on the top of a jet of
water, Taking careful aim for the honour of my country,
1 fired, and, to my huge delight, down came the ball. The
proprietor stepped forward and handed me a very doubiful
looking cigar as the reward of my skill. L put it in my
pocket at the time, but afterwards gave it away to a young
costermonger, as a close inspection confirmed me in my
suspicions as to its quality.

Our next halt was at a merry-go-round, which consisted
of & number of wooden horses careering round and round on
a revolving platform to the music of a steam organ, which
played or rather brayed, untiringly, as long as the platform
revolved. The horses, which are placed three abreast, sweep
round at a good pace, and by a mechanical device are made
to rise up and down, so that riding on them sometimes
has the unhappy effect of making people sea sick.
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The swing boats are large swings made in the shape of
square-ended boats. Each swing holds two people who sit
opposite to cach other, and in front of each one dangles a
rope. By alternately pulling on these ropes the swings can
be raised to a very great height. Renshaw and I paid a
penny each, and hauled on the ropes with great energy, so
much so, that the swing rose above the cross bar from
which it was suspended.

All the swings~were in'use, and a number of people
were waiting for their turn; so popular are they with the
English lower classes.

Self. Do you notice that every swing contains boy and
girl, or young man and young woman?

Mr. R, Yes, vhis is o great day for'engaged couples, or for
‘young men who hope to induce the lady of their
fancy to say “Yes.” You see the man gets so
many: opportunities of displaying his gallantry
in treating the girl to all'the amusements on the
Heath, The provess is known as “standing
treat”,

Mr, R. We are all leaving home to-morrow for our
summer holiday, and the servants are busy
packing.

Self. Where are you going?

Mr. R. ToSearborough for a month.

Self. Is it the custom for families to go away like that?

Mr. R. Yes. Practically the entire English middle class
transports itself and family to the.sea side, or
to some country farm house, for a fortnight or
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Self.

Self.

Self.

. R.

a month during the summer.

Good for the children, I should think,

And for their elders. T wish you could join us
for a week.

Thanks, it is exceedingly kind of you, but my
time is getting short now, and I have so much
to do here,

Well, remember we shall be delighted to see you
at any time if you send us a wire to tell us
when to expect you.

Isay you really are too kind,

The End
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