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{HE INTERHATIOHAL IILITARY TRIDUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

STATES OF AIERICA, ET AL
VS e
ARAKI, SADAO, ET AL
Affidavit of

ADITIPAL YONLI 1, Mitsunasa

1 was a member of various Jananese Governments over a period of vear:
and since 1937 I held the followins i 44

le HNavy Jlnldtew por the Cabinets of HATASHI, KOLOE (1st Cabinect),
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2e Prime lMinister from January 16, 1940, to July 21, 1940,

Whon the Incident of tke Jlarco Polo Bridge broke out on Julvy 7, 1937,
I was the Navy ldnister in the lst Konoe Cabinet. Just at this time Eeneral
Hata was the COﬂmrv“ er-in-Chief o” the Jananese Forces on the Island 6f ‘'ormosa
(Taiwan) and it is needless to say that neither the forces in Forwouh, nor
General Hata had any connoction whatsoever with this Incident either in i
beul“”lﬁf or later, t was not until February 1¢38 that General Ialc
went to China, when he was anpointed Commander-in-Chief of the Ja-
in Central ,hlna.

During the period from January 16, 1940, to July 21, 1¢
the Prime linister, General Hata Shunrolku uqs *ne'Wnr Ilnlstcr :+ ﬁ:;
Y1th respect to the Tri-Partite Pact with the Axis countries, rrv Cabi Ve,
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ompletely opposed to it and for this reason this question ql& not even once
come up 1n our Cabinet conferences,

It appeared that there was an atmosphere and a feéling in army circles
to make good use of Gerﬂa va in uvttl,ug tho China Incident but—éﬁ—mH—G&béﬁe%3

e T e — % s 3 ; B D e act ot o

but my Cabinet completely disregarded
such a thing,

Var Minister HATA fully understood and wholeheartedly cooperated in
this policy of my Cabinet.,

iowever, a conspiracy arose to overthrow my Cabinet, A good plan for
the conspirators was to have Genersl HATA, who was opposed to the Tri-
partite Fact, resign, thus overthrow the Cabinet and kill two birds with
one stone, Finally this plan was carried out, When I received General
HATA's resignation, 1 believed that he was forced to resign, not of his
own will, but through outside forces, I am today still convinced bhat
this was so,
gy i e EOEY
that his re;}{hation‘vas not of zw{'ﬁgge*will but tﬁnt‘hc was forccd to
rosign by elements hp\xaq Uoucrle fight and today I am more convinced than
cver that my belief's then were correct.
Ow the 1eth
nftifu\ﬁ \4%o I asked Hata to recommend someone to be the next “Jar lMinister. Hata
iimediately went out saying that the successor would boe decided in the Threo
Chief's Conferences This Conference vas composoed of the Chief of Staff, the
Inspector General of llilitary FEducation, and the "lar llinister. It vwas their
duty to name the new ilar Ifinister. Ie rnturﬂnd in the evenin;: looking very
worried and said there was no man who would be the successor to the »ost. Ilis
face looked very pensive because he was conscious that this lack of the
successor would become the ceause of the fall of the Cabinet - cenmseguentiv—ihe-
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and he felt the responsibility Knowing General HATA's feeli f'te
: : . ngs, after the
r031gnat10n.of the Cabinet en bloe, I called him into my room and ;haking
his hand said, in general, 'I can understand your feelings, You have suffered

mich, I do not blame you,' He smiled sadly. BHi i
vy Wy y 8 situation was indeed

General FATA, as far as I know, was never connected with any clique,
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associlation or organization while in the Army or in polities, He, of course,

never belonged to any aggressive or ultra-militaristic organization, In fact
he scrupulously avoided politics, ’

In accordance 1
withholdin nothing
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litsumasa (S eal)

of August, 1947, at Tokyo

Depanent: YONAI, Mitsumasa (Seal)

ahd il

I}AN/RI, Taitaro, hereby certify that the above statement was sworn

his signature and seal thereto in the preseace

who aff'ixed

the same date,
lTokyo

Wiitness: IMANARI, Taltaro (Seal)




