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I, SLEUD.L, Kotaro make oath and say. as Pollows:

=40

| : i 1, SLEUDY, tharo, have been olected to the House of

) ; Roepresentatives six tines consecutively and have sorved cone

81A154¥9y as o Represontative from 1988 to April, 1946. T - |
h; adhered to the Rikken ilinseitn (Minsesitso Party ) from before
my olecticn tec “he Houso of Reprosentativos up to the dissolutir 3

of tho political parties during the war. I was one cof the !

y leading mombsrs of the now defunct Minsoito Party, scrving
es Chiof of the Dopartment ef Party iLAffoirs, managor of tha
a party's Porlinmontsery mambers and ¢ xazutivo member of tho

1 : Party successively. LALnd vhon tho Shimpoto (Progrossivo Party)

was organized in late 1945 I was cne of its oxocutive mombors.

In addition, I was Parliamsentary Vice-Ministor of Education

undor the .LBE Cabinet of 1639, Bocausc of my activities I \

acquired A large circle of frionds in pelitical circlos.
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I hare conferred with Marquis KIDO on innumerable onccasions

since 1237,
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2 e In order to undorstand Marquis KIDO's position, .1

bolicve it rclevant to outlino briefly the events concorning

tho Doclino of Political Party Influencos in Japanese Political

Circlose.

Yhon I was olccted tc the House of Roprosentatives for

the firet timo in 1928, it was tho hoy-day for political
partics with the univeorsdl manhood suffrage system being
) onfrrcod by abelishing the tax-paymont rostrictions The Army

lookod askance at thls now politicnxlovolution, having
cstablishod its influence firmly as it did sinoce the Meiji

3 Rostopntion of 1868. As might bo anticipated, tho militarists
made a back-hit at tho political parties. It was lovelled at
tho BEAMLGUCHI Cabinet, a marty Cabinet, in 1929 accusing i%
of an infringsment of the prorogative of tThe high command
in concluding the London Naval Treaty. Tho London Naval Treaty
quostion sorved as a signal for a geaneral attack on tho
pclitical parties by the militarists. With the passage of time
bRo+militarist onslaught against the pelitical partics
rathored memontum vntil it bogan tc Yo ovoerwhelming, carrying
sverything bofore ite. By m~bilizing tho Resorvists 4sso=
ciatirn, whnse lcrgo momborship of Army Rasorvists ﬁas sproad

211 ovor tho country, tho Army nnt cnly made elaborato
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proparations for crushing the pdlitical parties, but also
let lonse increasingly vigorous propaganda warfaro against
tho lattcr. Such was tho fury cof tho militarist onslaught

that the pelitical partios beocame helpless. All partymen could
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de nothing te virdicate thoir peositimn, still loss to hold a

Sspcochifying mooting against th: militeristse In such an

. ]

atmrsphore, thoe March Incident of 1931, October Incident of

-

O
- -

1831, the lay 15th Incidont of 1932 and cthor terroristic

:
'
'-
i

cases crcppod up one after ancthing in quick succession. On
tep of all started the Manchurian Incident.

3 e Sinco theon, the emergeonco of a party Caebinct was
absolutoly nogatod by the Lrmy. This attitude of tho LArmy
had 1ts logal backgr-und in the systom rf limiting the;
Ministors of tho Fighting Sorvices teo Army and Navy officors,
which was in Pforce from the promulgation of the Rikugun
ShOkusei (Law Governing thez organization =2f tho Lrmy ) and
Jimush~tai (Rogulaticns for performance nf Routins Dutios)

in 1876 up tec Japan's surrznder. It is truo that in deferenco
tr tho growing public demand fcor the adopticn of a systam of
choesing thoe Ministars 2 tho Fighting Sorvices from among
ﬁivilian ~rfficinls ns a procursor of incrcasing influcnces,
gainod by pcliticul parties, tho old svstam.of limiting the
“inistors of tho Fighting Sorvicos te Army and Navy officers

in activo servico was abolished under the YAMLMOTO Cabinct in
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1913 and instoad a rew systom which pernitted sclection of

t

-4

¢ Ninisters of the Fighting Sorvices from among retirod
servicomen was adopted.e Under the HIROTA Cabinet in 1936,
howeweyr, tho 4Lrmy rovived the nld system of limiting the

Mini

(9]

tors of the Fighting Servicos to a goneral, lieutonant-
gonaral, admiral or vice-edmiral in ective sarvico falling back
cn its oxtedod influencos. The 4Army and Navy werc in a
pnesitinon te refuse to namo tho Ministers of War and tho Navy
for a Cotinet thioh failod 40 roach an unc€rstanding with

thom. The ZLrmy dicd cvoerything in its powsar to ?irmly establish
this systomn and made tho most of it for thoe purpcso cof placing

all Prime Miristers dosigrato ot its morecy in forming a2 new

Sinco 1936, it boeame abscolutoly impossiblo for any
influential porson to ecrganize a now Cabinet if ho ignored tho

army's intcntions. A1l thoe political partymon, including

mysolf bocame cnbliroly holpless. %o had o remain mare osnlook
at overy Cghinet change. The Diot raduallk pxralyzed

-

w3 s
until it dogonaratcd into a formalistic crrzan, aimed at
A O 3

camouf laging natisnul unity, uftor hrstilities started botwoan
Japan and imorica. Tho Governmont bocame the hrmy's puppat to

nll intap=s and purprsus; while v-riocus important nolicios

wars Tormulated and cxoccuted without the knowlodge of the

“J- "
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Government. It was dono by tho so-callod iaXu joso or by tho
firmy loadeors, who had dircot access to tho Impercr as thoy
ploased tc submit thoir reports to the Throne. In this way,
Japan's prlitical phwer.péssed into the hands of the Army.

4. Japan's pelitical machinery was set in metion by the
acvicos offored by the Ministers of State to the Emperor

cn the cernduct of State affairs, by advicos offercd by tho

srmy and Navy authrrities on the ccnduct of military and

navel affairs, and by advise coffored by the Ministsr of the
Imporial Housohrld on the ccnduct of Crurt affairs. Tho
cfficial duties cof the Lord Keepor of the Priwy Soal wore

beycnd those matters. That is to say, the Lord Koepsr of

the Privy Seal wazs oallied upan by his offlicial dutiss: €o

attend rn tho ﬁmperor constantly and offer him counsel con

his soitoku gwokusel (cultivation of Imporial ?iftues), or

put in cemmen parlanco, to advise.him on his character building.
411 advices, ~ffersd By those respcnsible, were never rejected

by the Emparor, who accoptod all their potitions under any

circumstances in acccrdence with the gulding principle of

constitutional govarnmeng. I9 accopf the decisinsns of tﬁose
respensible officials has been 8 fundamental procedurs for many
yoars in Japan in accordance with tho cornoept of gond con-

-

stitutirral gevoernmerce No Emperor under ceonstitutirnal

revornmont has evar refused tr follow governmmental decisions

— -
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until in terminating the war in fiuvgust, 1945, the Emporor

for the first time enfrrced his will on the government.

It was vory important for the Emperor to have a woll-
balanced understanding of current ovents, tec which point

the Lerd Xeecper of the Privv Seal had tc pay closer attentien
and ho gave the Emperor informatirsn cr advice whon asked.

It was net legrnlly provided but after Prince SAIONJI
diead itibecmmo the custom for the Lerd Keepor of the Privy
Scal, after hoaring the cpinicns of Senipr Statesmen in
c nference, tec recemmend a succcoding Primec Minister to the
Thrrne in respcnso teo an Imperial inquiry. The theosry and
reasctning for this is that when a cabinot resigns theras is
n cabinet official in r?fice and thus nc responsible govornmemt
rfficials <S¢ the Lord Keepzr cof the Privy Seal bridges tho
gap between tho cabinets by carrying cut the Imperial Inquiry
ag af@rasaid, ﬁis ~fficial duties and position called upon
the L-ré Kecwner of the Privy Soal to have woll-balanced and
accurato information on and understanding of both hrme and
fereign prlitics, sconrmic, idoclcgical and all Pthar questi-ns.
Herec I shruld liko tr refor to srome facts which will show
what preparations Marquis FIDO made:for those purprses during
hig tonuro nf coffice as Lord Ksepar of the Privy Sceal.

His basio ideas abt~ut prlitical cperatinn and evelv+isn which

.j!

- Tl g
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in fermation I obtainod in numbercus c-nvorsaticns I had | !
with him are ag fnllowss

I rften haard from Marquis ¥IDO during my many years
of mequaintanceship with him that his basic idoa hbutt
p~litical cporation consisted in untrammelled growth of
prliticnl parties and scund developmont cof constituticnal
government, In May, 1940, when the drive for a now political
structure, sprnscred by Prince KONOIE was roathing a climax,
I had an intorviow with Marguis FIDO and urged him to restrre
the thon erratice Japaneso politics to the n~rmal orbit, hand
in hand with Prince YONOYE. On that oocesion, I had an
opportunity tn hear Marquis FIPO's view cn this questinrn for
mcre than an hrure Tho Margquis, whr was worriod most abuoht
the Army's advance rn the political ficld stressed in his
talk with me that Japan's constitutirnal governmont cruld bde
estaeblished firmly only whon the Diont recovored its lost oys
auth~rity. Ho went on to say to this effoect;
"As o nmatter of fact, thore arc various groups which want to
have Prince KONOYE emorge as loandor of a now p-litical party
with mo as Vice Prcsident. For instance,-one group is trying
to form a now p~litical party from the ocld ones; ancther with
the Lrmy in tho center is attempting te form a Nazified party
in acecrdanco with the rne-state rne party principlo; and still

ancshor with tho rightists in the centsr arn ondoavoring.
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form a party. Aftor 2ll, it is impossibls to oxpect thom

tc como te an agrooment. Even if thoy do, it will be of nr
use, in ocase tho sc=-callod now peclitical party carries faver
with the Army. On the contrary, if it is ageinst the Army,
the latter may prssibly launch a coup=d'otat immodiately.
Anyhow, the mrst cruticrns preoparaticns will be calle? for,"
Tho questi~n was drerppocd by Marquis KIDO ns he became Lord
Keepor of the Privy Seal within a few woeks. On thnt
cecesicn in May 1940, hrwever, I was able to fully understand
Earquis FIDO's ideas ab~ut the biot and political parties,

I als~ ?iscerned that tho Mnrquis frresaw tho moaning
legsness an¢ imprrtnnce of what later omerged os the Taisedl
Yrkusan Kei (Imperial Rule Assistance ABS”Ciatiﬁn), which

was later set up bocauso eof tho possiblility of military
influence, At the same time, the Marquis who correcctly
appraise® the reoal value »f the Army's prlitical influence hold
that such a party it would crurt a rovolutincrn ot onco to
srvorthrow this "force™ with an~ther ™force®™. Thercfnre, I

know he yYocked *his brains tc esteblish renl parliamentary
gcovernment in Jnpan, by gradually restraining the ALrmy.
Leter, Marquis FIDO's Diet~first idea was fully manifested

in an episcde, which teck place toward the end ~f the TOJO

Cabinet in 1944 when Japen lcst Saipan to Ameriecn, so that
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her eventual fefeat was manifest tr overybody., At that

time, I keenly rfelt 1% meaningless to exact further sacrifices
from the peoples I thought that the situation could not be
saved with-ut the TOJO Cabinot resignation en bloc. But thereo
was nc way -~f gilving oxpressicn to the pubiic opini~n as thereo
ig ncw, nor was the DiIed o propor orgdi frr dencuncing General
T0J0, bdnag reduced tc his ouppetb es it wes. In consequence,
I arrived at a conclusirn that the enly way .available feor
averthrecwing the T0OJO Cadinet weuld be tr roquest Marquis
KIDO, then Lord Keeper of tt.e Privy Seal, tc potitlon the
Empercr feor Impericel intervention ar~inst the Cabinet.
Therefrre, 1 approachad Marguis KE1bDC with the roequest, whioch
hrwever, was flatly re jected by him. It would be o Court

coup d'etat, an absolusely n~t in accordance with censtituticnel
gevernment ho snid, %o versuade the Emporer to char~e the
Cabinet cn the purt cf a Lord Keeper of the Privy Scnl.

The Marquis c vtiniea:

"j+ is only -n thn flioor of %he Die¥ thnt one can express his
p~litical cpinirns lawfully. if the Diet is to bo really
crncerned »~ver the war c.guniinm, it sh~uld take actirn,
expressing 1itUs iack rf ccer?idance in the Government,"

I was ashamed that the Diect mon, including myse 1f were spineless,

while strrngly impressed with Marquis KIDO's idea abuut the

Diet agnin.




|

ﬂﬁ-. T — ——

T —— i —

—

—

DEF, DOC, #2268

Marquis KIDb's Mental Attitude in Rocemmending a
Succeeding Primo Minister to the Throne wné revealed tc mo
by him rn many cccassicns,

I had froguent conversations with ierquis EIDO aftor his
assumptisn of the pest of Lord Keepor nf the Privy Soal during
and aftser a Cabinet chango, so that = was able te gat acquaintoed
with his ic’on's abrut the Cabiuet or new Cobi.net. Morquis KiDO's
ideas abrut tho Diet and politisal partiss, alreeady moentlicned,
re;rasenteﬂ'ﬁi; ideas ecbo2ut the Ceiinet, tooese In recrnmeonding
a gsuccocdins Prime Ministrs to the Th.'ono in resprnse to an
Imperial inguivry, the Marquis was actuated by the desire to
cheose a stetasman, pursuing the greet middle crurse, whr
weuld be ablo tn resteore government to its n~rmal ~rbit, by
gredunlly restroining the Army. He would nnt weleome an anti-
Army Cabinet, thrugh it woutd have been imperssible tr form one
under the circumstances, then prevailing, os it wruld be
destined tr ceme to & headon clash with ﬁhe Armys Ncr w-uld
he wolcome o "yes=Cabinet" which wecuid be 2t the Army's beck
and call, as nrne cculd foreseec what weul® boc~me of Japan's
govornmoent under such a Cabinet.

As n case in point, I sh-uld l1like to S~vzh on Harquis
KIDOAS anttitude towerd General UGAKI, which was said to2 have
been criticizod by s~me pecple. Cireral UGLKI was froqusnt}y

monti~ne¢ as the ocandidato frr the succecding Brime iinistor
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at many Cabinst changes, but ho failed t» be chrsene I

: myself always supported Goneral UGAKI as candidnto for the

succeeding Primc Ministor on thoso cecasinns whoen he was

: menticnod, OCn the strongth of my intorviews with Marquis
f

| KID), I learnod that he rogarded CGoneral UGAKI with an

open mind; net Leliang projucdicod ugainst or in faver of the
latters But ho wns possimistic abeout the possibility cof the
anti~UGLKI Arany faouvion supporting Goneral UGAKI, by changing

its former anttitude, in cace hh was roccommendod t5 the Throne

as succeeding Prime Minister again g¢ven if he c-~ncurrontly

|

was War Minister. <% may be rscallz: that in 1937 when the

HIROTA Caviret resigned en blce, Gonercl UGLKI was c-~mmanded

by the Emperor tc form a succeeding Cabinot, but his efforts to

form a now Cabhinot ended in a failure, as the rasult -f tha

Army {8 refusnl %o vermit any general tc jein his prujscts

Cabtinct ns VWrr Minister. This was a n-tericus cosc. Thoro

was a mcvement for making General UGAKI f-rm a now Cabinet
later, it is true; but it oould ndvt bo admitted that the

Army lenders' ocppositicn to Goneral UGLKI disappearede. If the

Lrmy was not pacified ifA fnvor cf him, Marquis KIDO argued

that it would be imprssibio for General UGAEI to form 2 new

Cabinet. And this wns the resascn hy the Marquis contonded

that it votdd be impessible to recommend Goneral UGLKI to tho
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Throno as succecoding Prime Minister. i\ sobtirn of the publile
&harged that Marguis KIDO during his toenuro of offico as Lorc
Keoper of thao I'rivy Seal doliberntely cppeosod the chonice of
General UGLXI as succonding Prime Minister from his ill feeling
toward thé 1rtier, but this is nrt only a BIross misunderstanding
of the Tact, bubt also 2 manifostatirn of utter failuras to
apprecinte the painstaking preparatincns mace by the Marquis 1n
roccmmend ing @ succeofing Frimo Minister te the Thronee.

I have always fcund frem my own experionce and
rbgservatirns, and from information I obtaincd from others
that Marquues KIDO serupulously and c-nsistently acted in

rogpect frr law., I know of my own “n-wledge that 1in expectaticn

that State affairs be conducted by the Imperor con counsel ffeorn’

by the Minikger of State, ond military affairs ocn the counsel?”

ocffered by the resoonsible military and naval @mrth-ritiss, "=,

during his tonura of cffice as Lord Keeper cf tho erivy o

trok every pnssiblec care not to offor advice tr tho Imporer

on political nad military affairs unless roequested by tho

Emperere. Handicapoed as he was, ha spared no effcris

£n terminato hostilitics sc ©s €a restcore pencCoe
T am n~t sure when Linrculs ¥IDD began to bolieve 1n Japan's

inevitable defeat, dbut 1 nowvsar naonrd him say that'the vor would
end in & victery feor Japan, though I met him scores of times

during the war. He invariably talked about now and when pence

shculd be scughte His efforts 1n the cause of peace after the
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Prtsdam Declaraticn were inspiring te others, Immediately
after informatirn en the Potsdam Declaration was rncedved I mot
him when he asked me about the trend of public opinicn,

Sctting aside ocppcsition the Army might offer to pence moves,
he wcndcrcd1fhat attitude the people would tanke in case

they wore suddenly brought face to fawva with Japan's

surrender contrary teo the victory stori with which they had
hitherter beun fed by the Army's fake propagandas In roply,

I advised him to take peace mcves withcut = moment's dolay,
assuring him thet theroc would not be a sinpgle Jananese desirous
of a continuanco of theware I also had an intorPicw with him
immodiﬁicly after atomic bombs were dreopped on Hireshima

City. Ho t0ld mo he wns very much werried about the fact

that Army circles were still advocating a decisivo battlo

with the invading Americans on the Japonoese mainland in
defimnce of the desperato turn of the war situations, On that
cocasion, I strossed +2 him that the vest coursec under tho

prevailing circumstances “e pursuod at the risk cf nno's

own life in stead of adhering to legal prpvisiﬁns Or usage

if the country was to be saved from her impeniiggiruin.

Setting aside tho questicn how he “had made up his mind at that

timo, it was n-t leng bef 're Japan surrenderocd unconditicnclly,
thanks to Imperiaclintervention. The extraordinary cofferts and

nctivities, put forth by Marquis KIDO, wero responsibole for

it, as is now will known to all Tapanese.,
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After tho Army booamo the political conter, in 1737,
all infﬁrmntion en the homo and foreign situation was either
fabricatad or garbled, so that it was f ound oxtromely difficult
to grasp the sihtautions Frr instanco, almost none cof these “ria
friends of mine. who were membors of the T0J0O Cabinet hac a
correct Ynowlodge of the roal war situation, all believing in the
war reports, moda public by the Army Ircm ulterior metive s
Yot Marquis KIGO was possessed of acsurate infr-rrmetion con
brth the home and foroign situntion, thaonks, possibly, to the fac
£het that he had some close RPriends ameng, varicus circles,
who wore all men of personalibty with %tho Ctate's interests
uppermost in their mindso This privides an flocquent ccmmen=
tary on Marquis K1DO's lof'ty parsonality. On my part, I madao
i1t 2 rule to soeX an interview with and repcrt te kim on
every remarkablc hﬂppahing in parligmentary and party
quarters. £nd overy time when I scught an intsrview with hiu
he would rzadily mest me whe<ther he would be at his home,
~fficial residence or villa at Zushi and carefully listen
to my repocrts and many tinaes nsk me varicus gquesticnse
He was unsworving in his desotidn to his duty as well as to
his respect fer the Diet in the midst of an atmospherse,
surcharged with sontiments attaching prposderating impoftance

to the Army ancd belitting the Disto,

) B ey .
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In shert, from my asscointion with him, from his acts,.

conduct and speech and frem opinicns obtained from others

whoe know him well, it 1s my firm beliof that Marquis KIDO

pacifist, and out anc stondfastly believing in parliamentary

rovernments

On 2thisi=NG - dny of Fobe, 1947

——

Ay T.M.T.FaBe
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DEPONENT SAKUDA, Kctaro (seal)

W —

tify that tho above statement

— o — - —

> | I, BOZUMI, Shigetaia, hereby car

who affixed his signature and seal thereto

wos sworn by the D-ponet,

y in the prosence of this witnesse

On the same dato

At sawe_glace

———— S ]

Witnesss (signed) EE4UMI, Shizataka (sonl)

OATH

tell the whole truth

In accordance with my conscionce I swear %°

withhdlding and addling ncthinges




