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Def. Doc. # 2040 \Exh. No 33}—1-\-
Translated by f
Pefense Languape Rranch - :
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAT, IOR THFE FAR BAST
THE UNITED STATRES OF AMERICA, et al
—US = 3
ARAKI, Sadao, et al
‘s ,f
Sworn Deposition (Translation)
Deronents IIAZWVAIA Tetsuo
Having first duly sworn an oath as on attache%?gheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my countr’
I hereby depose as follows.
l. I was a staff-officer of the 1st section (mainly res-
ponsible for givinﬂﬂruhe peration and training) of the 7th
Area Armv, from Janﬁary'};§§!945 to the day cf Ja’qn?g \
surrender, fﬁ}j‘ 3
I was a major at the time.?f render, At pree
sent I live in the Depot A“ﬁai%}“ﬁpreau
| City. }?:
'f:f 2. The Commander of the 7th Area Argg é;%)ﬁ
i‘ Kenji until April 21, 1945 and Gereral ITACh
| that time to the surrender,
" 3+ General ITACAKT was formally appointed as Commander of the

Area Army on April 7y 1945, but as his trip took some days;he
took over the duties, as T remember, on 21lst, April.
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4. The uvnits whieh were under the Commander of the 7th Area
Army were, in the main, as follows:
~ 16th Army

25th Army

29th Army

37th Army (As of midenight, May 19, 1945)
Direetly attached units:

40th Division

Defenee Tnit for SHONAN.

26th Independent Mixed Brigade

13th Independent Artillery, Regiment

i
!
!
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43rd Independent Engineer Regiment
Other small non-combatant vnits,
The defense area for eagh of the atove Armies was, in the

main, as follows:

16th Army Java
25th Army Sumatra
29th Army Malay Peninsula
37th Army Borneo
). Areas under direct jurisdictions:
Singapore Igland (after June, 1945 Singapore Province
was*incl&ded)
There were some stationed air-units and Communicatione
vnits in the defense area of the 7th Area Army, but these

units came directly vnder the Commander~-in-Chief of the Southern
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4.) The Chair of command regarding the units

concerned with
P,0,W.s was 2s follows:

POW camps were under the command of the Commander-in-

Chief of the Southern Arnmy,

(f the ares came directly under an Area Army,

the Commander
of such an Area Army) had control

The systenm
the P,0.W.s,

of administration of POWs was set forth by

Administration Bureay in Japan gnd by the
th@fn Army-

5¢ The use of POWs

S Labor" and the "Regulations concerning

the dispatch of POWSs In using POWs for labop the Chiefs of

POW camps were eonsulted regarding the condition of

POW's and
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the number of PQO%s availlable so &s to meet the labor con-

-

ditions.

B ) In Singﬁpore}POﬂs were vsed in construction works,
They were ﬁealthy priscners, and theyv were neﬁér used ian
works cdirectily concerned with fighting.

[foreover with a suggesiion of Ceneral ITAGAKT to accord
better treatment to theze priscners the gmeunt of their food
was increased to the level of Lhat given to the Japenese soldlers,
6. The condition of comrunication irn the South and the food
conditicn ir thc vicinity of Singepore after April, 1945 were
roughiy as follows:

k) Communications between Joran Proper and Singapore,

Comaunications by sea were completely cut off. Only a
small number of persons made 'trips by plare. There was no
chance to svpply munitions from Japan Proper. *

B) Cecmmunications between Singapore and other plsces 1n
the South Seeas.

a) S8inparore area maintsined 15,000 tons of ships which
were vsable. The majority of these ships were used between
Singapore and Java =rd Singarore esnd Pzlemband. Put these
ships could not effectively meet the.trensportation demznd,
due to the enemy's interfarence,

b) Planes were orly used for transporting a small number
of persons in areas free from the attack of enemy. |
c) Singepore-Java

Goods transported amounted to 10,000 tons par month. Of this
Sy e
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5000 tons were rice, and the remainder inclunded arms snd
munitions and troops transfarred from areas rorth of Australia,
However, with the increasirg difficulty of using larger shins,
it vas plarned to use sailkoats with motors and warships in '
order to ntillize the land trarsportation facilities on Sumatra.#
These rroved to be inadequate in courter-actirg the trarsvorta-
tion short-comings.

d) Singarore-Palembarg (Sumatra)
Goods trapsported amount=d to 5,000 -- 6,000 tors yer morth,
These were mairly fuel and materials., As for food, little
amonnt could be tranzported from Sumatra, becavse Sumatra
itself was short of food.

e) Singapore-Borneo
As the arsas rear Borneo vere always under the control of the
Allied plares, the usa cof larpe ships for transrportation wag
impossible. After Arril we tried several seilhboats vith
motors, Among them, only one toat named "Bcrreo-maru" was snwes
cessful as I recall, After June, even these s=ilboats with
motors wera vnusable. Then we transferred one .ccmpany of land;
ing boats (about 20 bo~ts) from Java. But these bcats also
Froued to be ineapable of trarsrortation. The first boat rea-
ched Fonticnak just bhefore the time of Japen's snrrender,

The sailboats vith motors that were in Borneo poris were all

out of order Mone of them reachad Sirgapore. 3Juch being the
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casé, most of the goods for Rorneo were stored at Singespore,

f) Sinpapore-French Tnin-China

Sailboats with motors vere used in trahspcrting rice between
these places. vyt dve to motor troubles and the enemy's
interference, rize transported was only 1,000 tens per month,

8) Singanore-Siam

‘Transportaticn chiefly of rice was carried out

by Jjunks
and railways,

But like in the above case

(n

y 2¥ was not
effective, the amourt of tr

ansportation per mop
3,000 tons,

nth being

h)  Singavore-Burms

After abovy April, 1944, sea communications were cut off,
And railws:

-rS ware damaged ot many places, Transncrtation

was practically uhavallabla;,

i) Cingarore-Andaman ang Nicobar

In about Iay or Jine, a coavey consisting of three omw foup
ships was sent twice., But these ships were attacked by

the Allied Forces and pr

actically wiped out. Only one

ship returned, as I remember,

Cormunications by plsus was nttempted'only a few times

by naval planes,

Consequently, the Jarscnese Aray in the above isl~ands

sufferaqd
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C) TFood conditions in the vicinity of Singapore.

To feed the people and the Troops stationed in Singarore
at least 8,000 tons of rice were1required per month. Bt,
as stated above, the transportation of food to Singapore
from other plzces gradually became SO dificult that after
July or so they could not depend on what was coming from
other areas., ©So 1t was planned to save the rice they had
in store as much as pessible, and the rations for the people
as well as for the tioops were cut down to 2/3 of the normal
quantity from around March.

In spite of the above neasure, the quantity of'rice
in store for the civilians and soldlers at the time of
Japan's surcencer was not enough to last® 6 months.

Ir order to make vp for the jeficit, a grest effort
was made to become self-sufficient, but dve to the poor
productivity of tge area, this alm was not acomplished
as much as we cxpected.

he surplies fer PJ0OLV.sS inevitably decreased uvnder
the above circumstances but e?ery‘efforﬁ were ande” to. give
sybstitutes to P.0.W,.,s who were also instracted to zlleviate
the situation by raising vegetables, ete., in the vicinitly
of their barracks.

Medical supplies, too, were not sent from Japan Proper.

ap sfforts. were made to produee such items locally and to

‘_-_.‘
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save them, tut refined, critical mediicines were lacking.
7. The 37th Army was commanded in the following manner:

The above Army came under the command of the 7th Area
Army Commarder on 20th, May when the war situations at' the
Borneo fronts were increasingly becomﬁng difficult.
Conmunications by air and sea between Singapore andeorneo
vere almost cut off. Signal communications were also very
difficult and wireless contact was parely maintained for
abovt 30 minutes twice a day. This was due to the lack of
fuel and electric source in Singapore. When a plane was
dispatched from Singapore,we were uncertain whether 1it
could reach the objective. When the plane did reach the
objective, its return was questionable because of fuel,

- One hour's signal communication a day was not enough
even to sepd or receive vrgent operational reports. The
exchange of information being thus extremely restricted,
all we vere able to learn about the Allied Forces was thelr
general situatioﬁs and it was not an easy matter to find
out what was pgoing on in their rear areas.

‘As the sole means to get a clear picture of this
unknown condition in Rorneo, Lieutenant-Colonel NATTO Kiyoshi
a staff officer, was dispatched by plane to Borneo. The
plane in wvhich he flew got lost at sea on July 7th and
never returﬁed. Thus the condition in Porneo was never

made clear up to the time  of Japan's surrender.
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As mentioned in the forgoing paragraphs, 1t was virtually

impossible to ship out materials, Az g resvlt vhat ammuni-

tions and other war supplies we were able to send to Borneo
from Singapore constituted only 5 or 6% of the request
repeatedly made from Borneo,

As wve were in such a predicament as not being able to

send even badly needed ammunitions for operational purposes,
vwe never had an opportunity until the day of surrender

to send the relief items for P.0.W.'s which arrived 1n

Singapore by the AWA-maru.
(After Japant*s surrender these relief items were handed

over to the P.0.W.s in Singapore, with their understanding

on the circumstances).
The condition of communications, being as stated above

we hed no alternative but to let the Commander of the

37th Army handle everything concerning his Army. The transfer

of the P.0.%.s in Borreo was planned by the above Army

before it came vnder the command of the Area Army, and

the Ares Army was not in position to find out how 1t was

And since the Commander of the Area Army was

N
- carried out.
; not directly responsible for the handling of these "P.0.V.s
; he had hothing to do in this connection.

On this 26 @ay of Avgust, 1947

. “— n-_._-.-,_

At Tokyo

Deponent: /S/ HAZEYAMA Tetsuo (seal)
- 0 -
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I, SASAGAWA‘Tomoharu, hereby certify that the above |
!
statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature <
¥ and seal thereto in the presence of this Vitness. X
; ! i
i On the same date |
‘rf I
( At Tokyo | i
b _ :
&
.
3 | Witness: /S/ SASAGEWA‘Tomoharu (seal)
1
OATH
3 Tn accordance with my cornscience I swear to tell the
S whole trt+th withholding nothing and =24dding nothing.
/5/ BAZTYAMA Totsuo (seal)
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