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Intelligence duties of a Communications Of ficer on "Staff

Subjects
of Destrover end Cruiser Squadrons.

Personlnterrogated and B=ckground:

Commender HANDA, Wikichi, IJN,
1930: Graduated from Acadenmy.
1936: Graduated from Communications
1941(0ct): Communicetions steff Officer o

Squadron.
194%(May): Communicrtions

Squadron,

1944: Instructor at Nevel GommunicptionS'School.
1945(May): Communicetions Staff Officer, YOKOSUKA Naval Districu.

School.
f ard Destroyer

gtaff Officer of 5th Cruiser

here Interviewed: Meiji Building.

Interrogrtor: Lt. Comdr, F SHACKELFCRD, USHR.

Internreters Mr. J. H, Teli.

A1141a8 Offigers Present: None.

SUMMARY ¢

ions OfTicer for Deatroyer

Commender HANDA, As Staff Conmunicrt

sbout 10% of his time to intelligerce

and Cruiser Squadrons, devoted

duties which consisted mainly of estinating enemy strength, disposi--

Officer on the Steff

tion 2nd locrtion, There w"s MO intelligence

of either degstroyer OT cruiser squadron.
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Q.1. “het were your duties as Staff Communications Officer for the
destroyver and cruiser squadrons.

a4, Supsrvision of communications work for the Staff.
Q.2. To whnt extent did your work concern intelligence?
iA. I devot=d sbout 10% of my time %o such duties.
' Q.3. 4nd just what wers those duties?

i Based on dispetches from the Gonopal Strff end from the fleets

s1nd based on MYy own -experience, I would estimete Four disposition,

: 10cetion, strength, speed and course. I 4id not prepare our acticn
revorts. This wes done by the Sarior Stoff Offlcer.

Q.4., In whrt actions ware you engagrdl
A, MALLY STRITS and MIDWATY,
n.5. und whet opposition did vou exprct 2t MIDWAY?

.. 250 landbased alreraft which ny senior officer thought wes t00
high, and one to two carriers. Bub so far ns ¥oul crrrisrg wor?
concarnsd we thought we sould diseble them before ou struck us., I
wag on the DD SENDAI ~t the timse.

Q.6. What reports of battle damage did you roceive?

a. e roceived two reporis, coch saying thet 2 carriers wWere on Tira,
Commurications then broke down rrd tho messages DoClNE brdly gerbled.
I aid='t %now that four of our crrriers Wore aqunk at MIDWaY until &
cary later.

Q.7. V¥Wes there an intelligence officer on the Staff of either the
destroyver or crulser squodron to which vou were ~tteched?

R

R.8. Insofar as you know, whrt Jenencac shins hrd intelligonce
of ficers during tho "er?

A. TNone of them e~vcent nossibly the csrriers 12t in the War. Some
of them mey have hod YOMUSHI.

Q.9. *ho were YOMUSHI®

A.  They were reserve of fic~rs treincd &t the YOrOSUKA Cormmunicrtions
School for six months. Tach new clesss was divided into two entirely
soparate zroups, one gstudring communic~tions and the other code.
Those who didn't do well in cods or who wara diginterested in 1t woro

; drsignet.d YOMUSHI. 1 don't think these lriter roally ever did much
irtelligence work =2fter 1~aving the School. They hendled paper and
cirinistrotive detnils. |

1.10, dbow many Treserve of ficers were traine- as YOMUSEI during tn®
Wer?

i I don't krow, but I thirk about 250.

Q.11. You became comrmnicetions officer of the YOXOSUKA Navel
District in May of this year. Yot were vour duties?

i, lMeintenance and construction of communic-stions equipmont. We wer?

so busy devoting our time to preparing our communications for the de-
fonge of the Home Islends, I had no time for envihing c<lse.
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Interrosotion of Comar, Halls, Fikichi, LJY, (contd).

)

1.12. Did vou do any intelligerce work At all at the District?

&, TFo, end in ny opinion the Havy never nlaced enough emphesis on
intellisnnce throuchout the War, ‘
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