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Vievolod Mikhaylovich Garghin
(1855—1888)
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The Red Flower
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THE RED FLOWER

I

*Tn the name of* His Imperial
Majesty® the Emperor Peter the
First, I order an inspection of this
madhouse!’

These words were uttered in a
loud, sharp, resonant voice. The
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clerk of the hospital, who was
registering the new patient in a
large, ragged book on an inkstained
table, could not restrain a smile.
But the two young men who had
accompanied the patient did not
smile. They could scarcely stand
on their legs after two days and
two nights passed, without sleep,
alone with the madman whom they
had just brought by train to the
hospital. At the last station but
one' the fit of madness had become
worse; they had managed to obtain
a strait-jacket,* and with the aid of
the guard and a gendarme, had put
it on® the patient. In this way*
they had been able to bring him to
the town and the hospital.

He looked terrible. Over his
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grey suif, which he had torn into
tatters® in his fits of madness, was
a coarse sail-cloth jacket, with a
wide opening aft the rpeck, fitting
close to his figure; the long sleeves
pressed his arms crosswise to his
breast and were tied at the back.
His bloodshot eyes stared wildly
(he had not slept for more than
forty-eight hours) and shone with a
restless, fiery brightness ; a nervous
movement twitched his lower lip;
his matted curly hair fell on his
forehead like a mane; with rapid
heavy steps he paced from one
corner of the office to the other,
examining with curiosity the old
cupboards full of papers aud the
oilcloth-covered chairs, and =now
and then® glancing at his travelling
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companions.
. ‘Take him into the ward on
the right”

‘I know, I know! T was here
with you before, a year ago. We
went over the hospital. Iknow all
about it, and it will be difficult to
deceive me,’ said the patient.

He turned to the door, which
the warder opened for him. With
the same rapid, heavy, and resolufe
step, lifting his insane head high,
he weat out of the office and almost
runping turned to the right into
the insanity ward. Those who ac-
.companied bim could hardly keep
pace with® him.

‘Ring! I cannot—you have
+4ied my arms.’

- The hall-porter opened the
-door and the travellers enfered
‘the hospital.

1. to keep pace with—to go at‘equ'af
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The. house was an old brick
building construeted like all old-
fashioned government offices. T'wo
large rooms, one the dining-room
and the other the commeon living-
room® for the quiefer patients, a.
broad passage with a glass door
at the end that loocked oui® on a
flower garden, and about twenty
bedrooms, occupied the ground-
fioor. There were two other rooms:
one with padded walls and the
other only boarded, in which the
violent patients could be confined,
and likewise 2 huge, vaulted,
half-dark room which served as a
bathroom. The upper sfory was
occupied by the women. From it
came a confused noise broken by
howls and lamentations. The hos-
pital had been built for eighty
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‘patient?, but'as it was the only one
dn. that part fof the: country and
was. used by several nelghbcurmg
provmces, there were often as many
‘as three hundred patients confined
dn-it. , In each -of the small rooms
there Were from four to five beds.
In winter when: the patients were
not allowed to go into the garden,
and the iron-barred windows were
kept closed, the air became unbear-
ably suffécating.-

~ The new patlent was _faken
into the batliroom. The i impression
which this: room produced even on
a healthy ‘Derson was depressing..
and it acted even worse on' a
deranged and excited imagination..
It was a vast, vaulted room.with
a slippery stone floor, lighted but:
dirly by.a’single -window in the-
far corner. The walls and vaults
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were painted dark red. Two-stone
baths, which looked like two oval
holes filled with water, were on a
level with® the black and dirty
floor. The large copper stove with
a cylindrical boiler, that served to
heat the water, and a whole system
of covper pipes and taps, occupied
the corner opposite the window. All
this had a strangely fantastic and
gloomy effect on a disordered mind,
and the man who had charge of
the bathroom, a stout, silent Little
Russian,* only added to this im-
pression by his sombre visage.
‘When the patient was bronght
into this room to be given a bath and,
aceording to the invariable system
of the chief doctor, to have a blister
applied to the nape of his neck, he

1. on a level with~——atsame height i
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became - terrified and grew violent.
Absurd thoughts,; each more mon-
strous, than the other, crowded inte
,Ins bram. ‘What was this? The
Inqu:tsﬁ:lon ?*- The place of secret
execufion, where his-enemies had
decided to do away with® him?
Pelhaps even Hell? At last the
idea entered his mind that it was a
place’ of torture. He was undres-
sed, despite all his resistance.. His
malady doubling his strength he
was easily able to tear himself out
of the grasp of several keepers, sor
that they fell on the floor. Af last:
four of them threw him down, and
each taking him by a leg or-an arm
plunged him in the warm water. If
appeared to him to be boiling, and.
all sorts of disconnected, brokemr
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thoughts of tortures by boiling
water and red-bot irons passed
through his disordered braia. Chok-
ing with the water he swallowed,
and convulsively jerking his legs
apd arms by which the keepers held
him tightly, he gasped for breath and
shouted such incoherent speeches that
it would be impossible even to im-
agine what they were like without
actually hearing them. They were
9 mixture of prayers and curses.
He screamed as long as* he had
any strength left; at last he became
quiet, and shedding hot tears, utter-
-ed words that had not the slightest
reference to what had gone before,

‘—Great martyr Saint George!
Into your hands I commit my body
~—my sonl—no—oh no—-—1"

The keepers still held him
although he was now quite quiet:

1. Aslong asg——whilst; providei that
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The warm bath and the bag of ice
that had been put on his head had
done their work. But when they
took him almost senseless out of the
bath and placed him on a stool to
apply the blister, the remains of his
strength and his deranged thoughts:
seemed again to revive.

‘Why do you do this? Oh
why ?’ he cried. ‘I do not -want
to harm a soul! Why do you want
to kill me? Oh, oh oh! Oh, good
TLord! Oh, you who have been
martyred before me! I beseech you,
SAVE M. enaal ? :

The burning of the blister on
his neck made him -struggle des-
perately. The attendants could not
master him and did not know what
to do. ‘There's nothing for it,’*
said the soldier -who had applied the

1. there is nothing for it but to——we
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blistar, ¢ we must wive it off.’

Thesz simple words made the
patient shiver. Wipe what? wipe
what off ? wipe whom off ? wipe
me off ? thought he, and in mortal
terror' he eloged his eyes. The
soldier took a coarse linen ecloth in
both hdnds and pressing heavily
passed it rapidly over the patient’s
neck, tearing away the blister and
with it the upper skin, leaving a
bare, raw wound. The pain of this
operation, which would have been
unbearable to a calm and healthy
man, Seemed to the patient like the
end of all things. He tore himself
desperately out of the hands of the
attendants, and his naked body fell
on the stone floor. He thought they
had chopped off his head. He want-
ed to ery out but was not able to.
He was carried unconscious fo his

1. in mortal terror——in g.eat ter-or
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bed and .passed after a. time into
Jong and profound sleep.

II

He awoke in the night. All was
quiet. He could hear the regular
breathing of the sleepers in the.
larger 'Toom next door. ¥From some-
where in the distance came the-
strange, monotonous voice of a
patient confined for the night in
the padded room, who was falking to
himself, and above, in the woman’s
ward, a hoarse contralto® was singing
a wild 'song. He felt an awful:
weakness, 23 if all his bones were
broken; his neck ached horribly.

“Where am I? What has hap-
pened to me?’ passed through his
mind. Then with wonderful clearness

1. Contralto——-% AFBEHRERE,
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he remembered thea last month 6f his
life, and he understood that he was
ill, he understood his malady. He
remembered a numbar of absurd
thoughts, words, and actions, and
these recollections made his whole
body tremble. ‘That is all over,®
thank God that is all over!’ he
murmured, and fell asleep again.

An open window with an iron
grating looked into-a sort ef blind
alley® bebween high houses and stone
walls. Xobody ever went infto this
part of the grounds, and it was
thiekly evergrown with all soris of
wild bushes and lilacs, which were
in full Bloom at this season of the
yegr. Beyond these bushes, just
oppositz the window, was a high
wall over which the tops of the trees
in the farge garden could be seen

te ovar—=atanend FET, BHET.
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brilliartly lluminated by the moon.
To the right rose the white walls
of the hospital with its iron-grated
windows lit up from within. To the
left the walls of the mortuary also
shone white in the bright moonbsams.
The rays of the moon fell through the
greted window on the floor and shone
on part of the patient’s bad, his pale,
worn face, and closed eyes. He
exhibited no signs of madness now.
He was sleeping the deep, heavy
sleep of an exhausted man, without
dreams, without the slightest motion,
almost without breathing. For a few
moments he awoke in his full senses,?
as if quite well—only to arise the
next morning as mad as -ever.

I

How do you feel this morning?’

1. in full senses —— in wholly sate
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- asked the doctor the following day.

The patient, who was only just
awake, was still lying under his bed-
clothes.

" “Very well, he answered; he
Jumped up, put on his slippers, and
seized his dressing-gown,* ‘Splendid!
There’s only one thing : here!’ And
‘he pointed to the back of his neck.
*I can’$ turn my head without pain.
But . that’'s nothing. Al is well
if only one understands and I do.
understand ?’

* Do you know where you are?’

¢ Oertamly, doctor! I am in a
_madhouse. If only you understand,
it is all qulte the same.? It does
not matter? atalll’

The doctor locked earnestly in

1. dress'ng- gc;wn — B LiREATEIRTY
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his eyes. His hendsome, delicate
face, with its well-brrshed, golden
beard and quiet, blue eyes that leoked
through gold-rimmed spectacles, was
immovable and ‘unfathomable. He
was observing. '

*Why are you locking so atten-
tively at me? You will never read
what 1 have on my soul, continued
the patient, *but I see quite clearly
what is written on yours. ‘Why
do you commit evil? Why do. you
collect suech numbers of unhappy
people and keep them here? For
me it is all the same—I understand
it all and am calm ; but for them ¢
‘Why this suffering? When a2 man
has reached the point of having a
great thought in his soul—the com--
mon thought—it is all the same to-
him~ where he lives—what he feels.
Bven tp live—or not o live. . ... .is.
itnotso?’

* Perhaps,’” answered the doetor 3

.33 s
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he sat down on a chair in the corner
-of the room, so as to be able to watch
the patient, who was now pacing the
room with rapid staps from corner to
corner, shuffling along in his larga
horse-leather slippers and Happing
his dressing-gown of cotton matsrial
with broad red stripes and large
flowers. The orderly and inspactor
who had saccompanied the doctor
steod at attention® near the door.
*And I have got it!’ cried the
patient. ‘When I found it, I felt
as if T were born again. My
feelings grew more acute, niy brain
worked as it had never done before.
‘What was formerly attained only by
a long process of speculation and
conjecture I now know. by intuition.
T have, in fact, reached the point that
has been worked out® by ‘philosophy.'

, 1. 6o stand af at' ention ~—t> stand in
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I om ‘experiencing in myself  the
great idea that speez and time are
fictions'—I am living in all ecen-
turies—1 am living without space—
every vhers or nowhere, just as you
1 ke. Iam therefore quits indifferent
wheather you keen me here or let me
go away—whether I am fres or bound.
I have noticed that thare - are here
some others like me, but for the rest
of the crowd it is awful. Why do
you mnot set them at liberty? Who
requires——

*You said,” interrupted the
doctor, ‘that you live oufside space
and time. On the other hand it is
impossible not to agree that we, you
and I, are in this room, and that it is.
now'—the doctor pulled his watch out
of his pocket—‘half-past ten on the
sixth day of May of the year 18—.
What do you think about that?’

I, AERFERRCFERRUAR
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* Nothing. It’s all the same to
me where I am or when I live. If
it is all the same to me, does it not
‘mean that I am everywhere and
-always ?’ ’

The doctor smiled.

* Strange logic,” he said, getling
up; ‘parhaps you are right. Good
morning. Would you like a cigar ?’

‘Thank you’; he stopped in his
walk, took a cigar, and with a nervous
movement bit off the end.® * This
helps me to think,” he said; ° this is
the univergse—mictocosm. = A%- one
end alkalis, at the other acids: that
is the equilibrium of the univérss by
which the elements are neutralized.—
-Good-bye, doctor !’

The doctor proceeded on his
rounds.* Most of the patients were
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awaiting him, standing drawn up®
near their beds. No authorities are
treated with such respect as the
doctors in charge of a madhouse are
treated by their patients. '
The patient, when he was left
-alone, continued to pace the room
in fits and starts® from cornmer to
corner. Thay brought him some tea.
‘Without sitting down he swallowed
in two gulps the contents of a large
mug and in an instant devoured a
Jarge piece of white bread. Then he
went out of the room and for several
hours walked without once stopping
from end to end® of the building
with bis rapid, heavy gait. It was
a rainy day dnd the patients were
net allowed -to go into the garden.
When the orderly looked for the

1. to draw up——to fofn fn regular
order FEIK,

2. 1infits and starts——spasmodically;
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new patient he was directad to the
end of the passage, where he found
him with his face pressed. to the
glass door earnestly looking out at
the flower-garden. His attention was
attré.cted by an unusually bright
"red flower belonging to the poppy
- family.®

‘ ‘ Please come and be weighed !’
said the orderly, touchmg his shoul-
der. - When the patient turpmed to
him he almost reeled back with
alarm ; there was such a wild look
of wickedness and hate shining from
those senseless eyes. When he saw
it was the orderly, he at once altered
the expression of his face and obedi-
ently followed him without saying 2
word, as i punged in deep thought
They went into the doctor” 8 receitving
roam ; the patient got on® the small,
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deeimal waighing-machine without
help ; the orderly weighed him and
registered 109 pounds’ opposite his
nam2 in a book. Ths next day his
weight was 107, the third day 106.

¢ If it goes on' like this he will
not live lopg.’ said tha doctor, and
ordered the patient to be fed as well
as possible.
'~ Notwithstanding all their efforts
and the wunusual appstite of the
patient, he got thinner every day,
and every day the orderly entered
in the book a smaller and smaller
number of pounds. Thz patient
searcely slept at all and passed his
days in uninterrupted movement.

IV

He was conscious that he was
in 2 madhouse, he was even consecious

1. to goon-—+to continus i R
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that be was ill. Sometimes, as on
the first night, he awoke in the
stillness, After a whole day of violent
movement, feeling pains in all his
limbs and a terrible heaviness in his
head, but in a complete state of
consciousness. Perhaps it was owing
to0 the absence of all cuter impressions
in the stillness and the semi-darkness
of the npight, or perbaps it was the
weak working of the brain of a man
only just awake, that caused him s
such moments fully to understand
his position, and hs seemed for
the time® to be quite well; but
with the return of day, with the
return of light and the awaking of
life in the hospital, he was seized
by waves of impressions which his
diseased brain could not conirol,
dnd once more he was a madman.
His condition was a sirange mix-

-
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ture of correct judgement and.
utter absurdity. He knew that he
was surrounded by mental invalids,
but at the same time he thought
that each one was some person he
had formerly known, or read of
in books, or heard about, who was
trying secretly to conceal himself
or was being concealed. The hos-
pital was inhabited by men of all
countries and all times. Here he
found both the living and the dead.
Here were all the celebratad and-
powerful men of the earth, and also
the soldiers who had fallen in the last
war and risen again, He imagined
‘himself in some magic, enchanted
circle, having collected in himself
all the strength of the world, and in
2 haughty exaltation he considered
himself the centre of this circle.
They, his companions 1n.the hospit-
:al, had all assembled here with the
‘intention of performing a great work,
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whic¢h- dimly appeared to him as a
gigantic undertaking for the des-
truction of evil on the earth., He
did not know how it would have to
be done but he felt that he possessed
sufficient strength to accomplish it.
He could read the thoughts of other
men, saw in each thing its whole
history. The great elms of the
hospital garden told him old legends
of the past ; the buildings, that had
really been built a fairly long time,.
he imagined to have been constructed
by Peter the Great, and he imagined
that the Tsar® had resided there at
the time of the battle of Poltava.
He could read it on the walls and
on the erumbling plaster, on pieces
of brick or tile which ha found in
the garden : the whole history of
the house and garden were writien

1. Tsar—FiEsHfE Czar, "RIRE S
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-on" them. He peopled® the small
bulldmg tha,t served as a mortuary
with tens and hundreds of people
whe had long been dead, and he
gazed fixedly at a little window that
opened from its basement into a
corner of the garden, seeing in the
uneven and rainbow-coloured reflec-
tions of the .old and dirty glass
.familiar faces he had once met
in life, or whose portraits he had
Seen.

Fine brlght Weathe1 set in* and
the patients Spent’ ‘the whole day in
‘the open air in the garden. The
not very large part of the garden
allotted to them was thickly planted
:with trees; and where, it was pos-
mble there were beds of flowers.
The- overseer- made all ‘who. were

——
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capable of doing any work oecupy
themselves in the garden. All day
long they swept the paths or strewed
sand on them, weeded and watered
the beds of flowers, cucumbers,
melons, and water-melons that had
been dug up and planted by their
hands. One corner of the garden
was overgrown by cherry-trees and
bordered by -an avenue of elms; in
the middle of it, on an artificial
mound, were the most beauntifal
flower-beds of the whole garden:
bright flowars formed the borders of
the highest parts of this mound and
in the centre was a large and rare
red and yellow dahlia. This dablia
formed the centre of the whole gar-
den and also marked its highest
point, and it was observed thab
many of the patients attributed to
it ‘some mysterious power. . T'o the
new patient, too, it seemed to be
something uncommon, a sort of Chief

"o BE e
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-of the garden- and the-buildings.
Along all the paths were flowerbeds
-also planted - with flowers by the
patients. Here grew every sort of
flower that can be found in the
gardens of Little Russia—standard
roses, brilliant petunias, tall tobacco-
plants with small pink blossorms,
mint, marigolds, nasturtiums aud
poppies. Here too, not far from
the porch, grew three plants of a
particular species of poppy, much
smaller than the usual poppy and
differing from it by the unusual
brightness of its brilliant blood-red
colour. It was this flower that had
go impressed  the patient when, on
his first morning in the hospital, he
had looked through the glass door
into the garden. )

The drst time -he went into the
garden he stopped to look at these
bright red flowers before he went
down the steps.. There were only

- 56 —
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+wo flowers out,* and they grew as
if by chance® on & spot that had not
been weeded and were surrounded
by orazch and some sort of steppe
£Trass.

The patients passed out of the
door one by one and each received
from the warder who stood there a
thick knitted white cap with a red
cross on the forchead. These caps
‘had been used during the war and
‘bought af an auwction by the hospital.
But the patient natarally attached a
special and mysterious significance
1o this red cross. He took his cap
off, and looked at the cross and then
at the poppies. The flowers were
brighter. :

* They conguer,’ said the patient
~—* but we shall see.’

He went down the steps that

. —y
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led from the porch, looked round,
and.not noticing the warder who
was standing behind him stepped
over a flower-bed and stretched his
hand towards the flower, but could
not make up his mind* to pluck it.
He had a sensation of heat and
a feeling of pricking, first in his
outstretched hand and then in his
whole body, as if some strong current
of an unknown power were emitted
from the red petals, and were
penetrating into his whole system.
He got nearer and stretched his
hand quite close to the flower, buf
it seemed to him to defend itself
by breathing out a deadly poisonous
breath, He became giddy; he made
a last desperate effort and had
already seized hold of the stem when
suddenly a heavy hand was laid on
his shoulder. It wasthe warder who

45, to make up one’s mind——to form
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had caught hold® of him.

*You must ot pluck the fo-
wers,” said the old Little Russian,
*and you mustn’t walk on the
flowerbeds. There are many of
you madmen here; if each of you
takes only one flower, the whole
garden will be stripped,’” he said in
a persuasive tone, stiil holding his
shoulder.

The patient locked at him,
silently released himself from his
grasp, and in great agitation went
along the path. *Oh, unfortunate
men!’ he thought. ‘You do not
see, you are blinded to such an
extent that you even defend it. But
whatever it may cost me I will
destroy it. If mnot to-day, then
tomorrow we will measure our
strength.® And if I perish—will it

1. to catch hold of——to grasp ik,
4. to moeasuro srength — fo test
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not be all the same?’

He walked about the garden
until late in the evening, making
aequaintance with other patients and
entering into strange conversations
with them, in which each only heard
answers to his own insane thoughis
expresged in mysterious and absard
words. The patient walked abouf
first with one companion and then
with another, and by the end of the
day he was still more convinced that
¢ all ‘was ready,’ as he said to himself:
¢Soon, soon these iron bars will fall
in roins® and these prisoners will be
let out and hurry away to all the
eorners of the earth, and the whole
world will shake, and throw off it3
worn-out coating, and appear in a
new-and splendid beauty.” Heé had
almost forgotten- the flowers; but
when he left the garden and was

L in roios—SEH Ao o
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going up* the steps, he again
perceived them in the darkening,
dewy grass, looking like two burning
ved coals. Then the patient lagged
behind, and getting where the warder
could not see him, waited for a
favourable moment. Nobody saw
him jump over the flower-bed, pluck
one of the flowers, and hastily put
it in his bosom under his shirt.
‘When the cool, dew-covered petals
touched his body, he got as pale as
death and his eyes opened wide with
terror. A cold sweat came ouf in
beads on his forehead.

Lamps were lightad in the
hospital. 'While waiting for their
pupper most of the patients lay
down® on their beds; only a few
restless ones hurriedly walked about
the rooms and passages. The patient

1. to go up——to ascend FE k3,
8. to lie down —— to sssume iying
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with the flower in his breast was
among them. He walked about, his
arms convulsively crossed over his
breast ; it seemed as if he wanted o
-crush, to shatter the plant he carried
thare. 'When he met anyone he got
as far as* he could ou} of their way,>
82eming to fear even to touch them
with his clothes. ‘Don’t come near
me, don’t come near me!’ he cried.
In the hospital little attention was
paid to such exclamations. He con-
tinued to walk faster and faster,
taking larger and larger steps; he
walked about hour after hour® with
.a sort of exasperation.

‘I will tire you out.t I will
suffocate you!’ he said fiercely and

1, a8 far as——to the extens to which
E#3 —EHB,
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hoarsely. -Sometimes he ground:
his teeth.

Supper was served in the dining-
room. Sgveral large gilded and
painted wooden bowls containing @
sort of thin millet gruel were placed
on each of the long tables, which werec
without table-cloths ; the patient:
sat round the tables on benches and
each received a hunch of rye bread.
About eight men ate with wooden
spoons out of the same bowl. A
few who were ordered befter food
were served separately. Our pafien:
quickly swallowed his portion, whick
had been brought by the attendant
to his room, and not being satisfied |
with what he had received went int:
the general dining-room.

‘ May I sit down here?’ he asked
the inspector.

1. “ground % grind BB EAS, M
BEWT o, BEHERENET (to rub to
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‘Have you not had your supper?”’
inquired the inspector as he poured
further “portions of gruel into the
bowls. ‘

‘1 am very hungry, and I must
get as much strength as T can. Food
is my only support; you know that
I do not sleep af all.’

* Eat, my good fellow, and may
it do you good! Tarass, give him a
spoon and some bread.’

He sat down before one of the
bowls and ate an encrmous porticn
of gruel.

*Now that's enough, that's
enough!’ said the inspector at last,
when all the others had finished and
our patient still continued to sit at
the bowl seooping up the gruel with
on: hand and firmly heclding his
breast with the other. * You will
over-¢at yourself.’

‘Ah, if you only knew how
much strength 1 require, how much

Y
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strength! Gaood-bye, Nikolai Niko-
laevich,” said the patient, getting up
from %able and pressing the inspzae-
tor’s hand with all his strength.
*Good-bye !’ '
‘*Where are you going ?’ asked
the inspector, smiling.
~ ‘I? Nowhere. I am remsaining
here. But perhaps to-morrow we
shall not see one another. Thank
you for all your kindness,’ and he
.once more pressed the inspector’s
hand. His voice shook and there
were tears in his eyes.
* Calm yourself, my dear fellow,
calm yourself,” answered the inspec-
tor. ‘' Why do you have. such dark
thoughts? Go to bed and get to
sleep quickly. You require more
sleap; when once you sleep properly
you will soon get better.’
The patient began to sob. The
inspactor turned away to order the
attendants -to be quicker clearing
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#way the supper things. ~ In half an
hour -all were asleep in the hospital
with the exception of* one man, who
lay in his clothes on his bed in the
corner room. He was shaking as if
with ague, and convulsively he held
his hands to hiz breast, which he
imagined was impregnated with some
unknown deadly poison.

v

He did not sleep all night. He
had plucked that flower because he
felt that it was a dezd he had been
destined to do. When he had first
looked out of the glass door the
brilliant red petals had attracted his
attention, and it appeared tohim that
at that moment he fully understood

what be was bound to perform on
this earth. In this blood-red flower

1. with the exception of——except B

—T —



Ko BTEBAT » BRENAR
ABEET »BHE—-BA > LK
BEAEE~HEABEGmKL
WEBH > FRBTER » BES
MAETHER T LB REE
RT—BELXPN > BRSNS

"o

E

MEREHESL - B TRR
Ko HBELBEGESREELRmE
W0 AN — KB B A EIE
B BERMMAL LR ELmE
o RME BT ELEZ0 ELEE
LEEHHREHAEE o BRE—
BY 6 5 B A6 4 ok R IR 5% M AT e BB TR

—

¥3
1>



-was concentrated all the evil ‘of the
world. He knew that .opium was
made of poppy-seed. Perhaps this
thought had grown and attained
gigantic dimensions in his mind,
develcping into a horrible and gro-
tesque phantom. The flower in his
eyes concentrated in itzelf all evils, it
drew into its petals all the innocent
blood that had ever been shed, and it
was this caused their deep red colour,
it abgorbed all the tears and all
the gall and bitterness of bhumanity.
This was a mysterious and terrible
being in opposition to- God—Satan,?
who had taken a humble and innogent
form. It was necessary to pluck
and kill it. But even this was not
enough—it was necessary to prevent
it In dying from flooding the whole
‘world with its poiscn. That is why

. 1. Satan—HdE, BMEHER, A
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he had hidden 1t away in his bosom.
He hoped that by morning the flower
would have lest all its strength. Its
evil would be transferred to his
breast, to his soul, and there it
would be conquered ; or perhaps it
would conquer, and then he would
perish—die, but die like an honour-
able wrestler, like mankind's chief
wrestler, for never yet had anyone
dared to fight against all the evil of
the world at once.

¢ They did not see it. I saw if.
Could I allow if to live? Death is
better!’

‘With failing strength he lay in
this imaginary, unreal struggle, but
was exhausted by it all vhe same.?
The next morning the doctor’s as-
sistant found him almost dead.
After a few hours, however, he
revived, jumped eut of bed, and

1. ali the same——>just the same R
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began running about the hospital as
usual, talking to the patients and to
himself louder and more discon-
nectedly than ever. He was not
allowed {0 go into the garden :
the doctor, seeing that his weight
decreased every day, that he could
not sleep, and that sll day long® he
never ceased his wanderings, ordered
that a large dose of morphia should
be injected under his skin. He did
not resist; fortunately hi§ insane
ideas seemed at that moment to
coincide with this operation. He
soon fell asleep; his wild movements
ceased, and the loud melody, caused
by his own irregular footsteps,
that had rung all the time in his
ears died away too. He became
unconscious and ceased to think of
anything, even of the second red
ﬂpwer that it was mnecessary for

1. all day long——throuch the whole
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bim to pluck.

Three days later however, he was
able to pluck it, before the very? eyes
of the warder, who was not in tims® to
prevent bhim. The warder ran after
bim. With loud cries of triumph,
with sobs - and lamentations, the
patient ran into the house, rushed
into his bedroom, and hastily hid
the plant under his shirt.

‘How dare you pick the flowers?’
demanded the warder who had fol-
lowed him. The patient, who was
already lying on- his bed in his
accusfomed position—with his arms
crossed over his breast—began to
talk such nonsense that the warder
only removed silently from his head
the cdp with the red cross, which
in his hurry he had forgotten to

- 1. Veay—EETFAZERTBRER,
BB MBETF R, 41 oven, oven the ER
2, WL PII{E even bo‘ore the
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take off, and left him alone. Ths
imaginary struggle began again.
The patient felt that currents of
evil issued from +the fHower in
long, serpent-like coils, which
wound themselves round him, pres-
sed and crushed his limbs, and
imbued his whole body with their
poisonous effluvia.. He wept and, at
intervals,® when he was not heaping
curses on his enemy, prayed to God.
The flower was faded by the evening.
The patient trod under his feut the
blackened plant and then, carefully
collecting all the remains from the
floor, carried them into the bath-
room, where he threw the formless
Yittle mass of vegetation into the stove
amongst red-hot, burning coals, and
watched' for a long time how his
enamy fizzled and shrivelled up and

1. at intervals——ocecasionally BHTE;
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at last $urned imto' a soff, snow-
white heap of ashes. He blew.upon
it and it disappeared.

The next day the patient was
worse. Deadly pale, with hollow
cheeks and deeply-sunken, glowing
€yes, he now went about with
toftering steps, often stumbling in
his insane wanderings, and talked
and talked unceasingly.

‘T should not like to have to use
force,” said the chief doctor to his
-assistant,

‘Bot it is imperative to stop
this exertion. To-day his weight
was only 93 pounds. If it goes on
like this, he will be dead in two days.

The chief doctor reflected. *Mor-
phia? Chloral?’® he said, half ques-
tioningly.

“Only yesterday, morphia had no

I. to turn into——to change into £f
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effect. Order him to be tied to his bed.
I doubt whether he will live long.’

VI

The patient was bound. He lay
in-a strait-jacket on his bed firmly
tied with broad bands of linen to the
bars of his iron bedstead ; but his
wild movements did not decrease,
they rather became greater. For
many hours he never stopped trying
to free himself from his fetters. At
last by a strong effort he succeeded
in tearing” one of the bands and
released his legs, and thus managed
to slip out of the other bandages.
Then he began to walk about the
room with bound hands, shouting
out.»all sorts of wild, unintelligible
speeches.

*‘Oh, what’s the matter* with

+ .1y what is the matter with you?——
what has gone wrong with you? {REHEE
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you? cried the warder. “What devil
has helped you ? Grisha, Ivan, come
here. The patient has got loose.’

Then all three fell upon® him
and 2 long struggle began, which was
tiring to the keepers, but was torture
for. the patient, who was defending
himself and using up® the remainder
of his almost exhausted strength.
At last they were able to throw him
on the bed, whete they fastened him
even tighter than before.

‘You do not understand what
you are doing!’ cried the patient,
quite oit of breath. “You will all
perish! I saw a third which was
hardly open. Now it will be quite
ready. Let me finish this work. It
mubt be killed, killed, killed ! Then
all will be ended, all will be saved.
I Wogld send you, but it is only T

1. to {all upon — to assault W,
2. to use up—-to consume the whole
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-who can do it. You would die if you
.even touched it!’

‘Be quiet, sir, be quiet,’ said the
old warder, who had been left on
-ddty near the bed.

Suddenly the patient became
quiet. He had decided to trick the
warder. All day he was kept bound
to his bed, and he was left in the same
position for the night. After giving
-the patient his supper the warder
.Spread a rug onthe floor and lay down
-on it. Ina minute he was fast asleep
.and the patient began his work.

He turned his body in such a
way as to be able to touch the iron
bar of the bed and feel it with his
“wrists through fhe long sleeves of the
8trait-jacket, and then began quick-
1y and violently rubbing the coarse
-sailcloth against the bar. After a
time the thick material gave way?

1. to give way——to fail to resist; to
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and he was able to release his fore-
finger. Then the work went wore
rapidly. With an adroitness and
suppleness which would be incon-
ceivable in a sane man, he managed
to untie the knot that attached the
sleeves at his back, unlaced the strait-
jacket, and then sat listening for a
Tong time to the snores of the warder.
The old man was sleeping soundly.
The patient took off the jacket and
released himself from the bed. He
svas free. He tried the door. It
was locked from the inside, and the
key was probably in the warder’s
pocket. He was afraid of waking
the old man if he began to search in
his pockets, so. he decided to leave
the room by the window.

It was a calm, warm, dark night;
the. window was open ; the stars
shoue in thz black sky. He looked
at the stars, recognised familiar con-
stellations, and was delighted that

—_— g% —
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they, as he thought, understood him
.and had sympathy with him. With
blinking eyes he saw the endless
rays that they sent him and his
insane defermination increased. It
was necessary to bend the thick bar
of the iron grating in order to
‘squeeze through the narrow opening
into the blind alley which was
-overgrown with bushes and eclimb
over the high stone wall. There the
last struggle would begin, and after-
+wards—perhaps even death.

He tried to bend the thick iron
bar with his naked hands, but the
bar did not yield. Then he twisted
the strong sleeves of the strait-jacket
into a cord, fixed it to" a forged
iron spike at the end of a bar, and
hupg with his whole weight upon it.
After desperate efforts that almost
exhausted his strength the spike bent:
2 narrow passage was opened. He
squeezed himself through ‘it, and
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grazing his shoulders, elbows, and
bare knees, managed to get through:
the bushes and found himself near
the wall. All was quigt, the flicker-
ing mnight-lights shone but dimly
through the windows of the large
building ; nobody could be seen in
the rooms. Nobody saw him; the
old man who was on duty at his
bedside was probably sound, asleep.
The stars blinked caressingly at him,
and their rays penetrated to his very
heart.

‘I am coming to you,” he
whispered, looking up to the sky.

All in tatters after his first
efforts, with bleeding knees and
arms and broken nails, -he began
to look for a convenient place to
climb the wall. He noticed that
some Dbricks were migsing where
:the stone wall joined.the mortuary.

0. to get thtough——to p 53 L,
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Feeling® for these spaces, and mak-
ing full use of* them, he managed to
scale the wall, and catching hold of
the branches of the elm-trees that
grew on the other side was able with.
their aid to let himgelf qmetly down®
to the ground.

He ran to the familiar place
near the porch. The flower with its
partly-opened petals looked dark,.
but showed clearly above the dewy
grass. )

‘The last one! whispered the
patient, ‘the last one! To-day it is
victory or death! It is all the same to
me now. Wait,’ he said, looking up
to the sky: ‘I will be with you soon.”
- He pulled up the plant, tore it
to pieces, crushed it, and holding it
firmly in his hands, returned to his

1. feeling——soxamining by touching

B

2. to make full uss of——to make t' &
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room by the way he had come.

The old man was still fash
asleep. The patient had hardly
reached his bed when he fell un-
conscious upon it.

In the morning he was found
dead. His face looked calm and
bright, the emaciated features with
their thin lips and deeply sunken
eyes wore an expression of proud
happiness. When they put him on
the stretcher they tried to open his
hand and take out the red flower,
but his musecles were rigid, and he
carried his ftrophy with him fo the
grave.
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