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THE FOLLOWING CORRECTIONS,

LATELY MADE BY A GENTLEMAN EXPERIENCED IN NA-
VIGATING THE RIVERS, WAS POLI lELY FAVOURED^
BUT TOO LATE FOR INSERTION IN THEIR PROPER
PLACES.

• THET SHOULD BE ATTEXDED TO.

Map 2, 0. p. 78

—

'^ Captina island lies close in the
bend, left hand side."

^
Fa<^e 79, Beach Bottom bar^ channel right side'—'^ left

side equally good."
Page 84, Puvsleifs islandy JS^o. 25—"just below No.

25 is a large willow bar."
Page 84, John Williamson^s island, JV*o. 27—" No. 27

is called by boatmen Grand View."
Page 84, End of Long Reach, a large bar—" if there

be a bar at this place, it is very inconsiderable."
Page 84, Island JV*o. £8~" Bat island does not de^

serve the name, as it is merely a spur of No. 28."

Page 88, BlannerhasseVs island—" there are many
snags above the head of No. 38, near the Ohio shore, smd
now (July 22, 1816) there is a large log in the middle of
the channel, opposite the head of the island, go between
it and the Ohio shore."

Page 88, Little HockhocJcing—" keep close in to the

right shore, set to the right of No. 39."

Page 89, Jimberson^s island-—<' in order to fetch the

right of Amberson's island, bear hard to the right hand
(Ohio point) after leaving the bar above."

'

Page 91, .^ ripple and bar—" this bar is only ^ a mile

below the ferry."

Page 96, Little Sandy creek—" Greenupsburgh, tlie

capital of Greenup county; a new town was laid out just

above the mouth of Sandy—it is improving, 26th July,

1816."

Page 96, Little Sciota—^Uhis-is a dangerous place, as

the river, bending to the left, throws the boat on the

ledge; hug the left shore for a mile above the mouth of

Sciota, until you clear the whole ledge."

Page 98, Conoconneque creek—"to clear the creek

bar, make for the head of the island, and for some dis-

tance close.

Page 100, Two islands—" the distance between No.

51, 52 and 53 is only 6 miles, instead of 17 as here laid
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DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, to wit

****«! Be it remembered, that on the nineteenth
day of September in the thirty-third year of the inde-
j)endence of the United States of America, A. D. 1 808,
Zadok Cramer^ of the said District, hath deposited in

this Office, the Title of a Book, the right whereof he claims

as Proprietor in the words following, to wit

:

i* The J^'*avigator : containbig directions for naviga'
ting: the Monongahela, Allegheny, Ohio and Mississipjn

fivers ; with an ample Account of these much admired
W^aters, from the head of the former to the mouth of the

latter ; and a concise description of their Towns, Villa-

ges, Harbors, Settlements, Sfc. icith accurate Maps of the

Ohio and Mississippi. To which is added an Appendix,
containing an account of Louisiana, and of the Missou-
ri and Columbia rivers, as discovered dy the voyage un-

der captains Lewis and Clark-.''

In conformity to the act of the Cor.gress of the United

States, intilled, " An Act for the Encoura2;ement of

Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts and

Books to t'le Authors and Proprietors of such Copies dur-

ing the times therein mentioned." And also the Act, en-

titled, " An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, " An
Act for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the

copies of Maps, Cl^arts and Books to the Authors and Pro-

prietors of such Copies during the times therein mention-

ed," and extending the Benetits thereof to the Arts of

designing, engrayiny,-, iiiid ctch.iiig historical and other

Prints.'*

D. CALDWELL, Clerk of the

JJisiilct of Fennf-'ylvania.
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THIS edition of the Navigator, being the eighth
since the year 1801,is respectfully presented to the pub-
lic—It bein^ designedly calculated as aR useful and ne-
cessary ^uide to those who navigate or trade on the riv-
ers of which it treats—much pains have been taken to re-
vise, correct and enlarge it throughout ; to do this satis-
factorily, v^e have had^the assistance of several of the
mo-t e:ninont pilots and navigators, and the use of late
niaira^cript journals ofgentlemen of observation, to whom
we present our compliments for their aid and politeness.

At a very considerable expense, the maps of the Ohio
and Missisgippi rivers have been added ; and we Hatter
ourselves with the hope that they will be found as useful
to the navigator as they have been troublesome to us.—
These of the Ohio have been taken from actual survey
Those oftne Mississippi partly from silirvey and partly
from private charts, taken as accurate] v as the nature of
tnat river will permit.

The accoiiiU of the Missouri and Columbia rivers, a9
traversed by captains Lewis and Clark, under the direc-
tiim of t<ie president of the United States, though but a
bnet viewoi that iiiterestins voyage, we hope will be
ioimd entertaining. It has been collected from the let-
ters of captain Clark and other publications since the ro-
turn of the party.

The account of Louisiana is highly interestino- ; and it
has been col]ected from documents published by the di-
rections ot the congress and executive of the United
states, siiortly after the acquisition of that country.

^ This edition is considerably enlarged by a more com-
'm prehensive description of the principal towns on and ad-
2 jacenttotaenversj their commerce and manufactures;



[iv]

natural curiosities of the country, &c. The directions

for navigating the Mississippi river from the mouth of the
Illinois to that of the Ohio river; wiit the description of

the District of Mobile, and geograjjhical nqtice of Florida,

will be found interesting.

Conscious of the imperfections of the Navigator, we de-
pend much on the goodness of others to detect its errors

and point them out to us, in order that thej may be cor-

rected in a future edition; observations, also, either of the

rivers or the country through which they run, tending io

enhance its value and make it more generally useful, will

be thankfully acknowledged.

*trpon the whole, we can assure the reader, that we
have spared no pains to mal^e this a useful book, and no-
rthing is wanting but his aid as an encouragement to con-
tinue our labors tojn^ke it still more so.

THE EDITOR.
February, 1811.
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TO TI>E

MAP OF PITTSBURGH.

Episcopal church, situated on ^le angle formed bj
the junction of Liberty and Wood streets. I Court

house, on the opposite side of the street is the Market
hoilse. 2 Presbyterian meeting house. S Dutch Luther-

an church. 4 OMce of discount and deposit. 5 Fort Fay-<^

ette. 6 Covenanters' meeting house. 7 Ship-yard, im-

mediately below which Suke's run empties in. 8 Jail.

9 Ruins of Fort Pitt. 1 Scite of Fort Du Quesne. 1

1

Glass works. 12 Academy. On the N. side of the Al-

legheny, are two ferry-houses, the uppermost belongs to

major Crai^, and the next below to James Robinson, esq.

On the S. side of the Monongahela the first house above

the glass-works is Jones's ferry, the next above Black's

or Beattie's, the next Bousinan's, the next widow Craig's,

the next Herd's, and about half a rnile above this, though

not mentioned in the map, is Emmet's, and opposite to it

is Andrew Watson's, esq. On the njht side of the Ohio,

and opposite the entrance of the Allegheny, is a small

island, about half a mile long. Some years since the

state of Penasylvania granted this to colonel Killbuck,

an Indian chief of the Six Nations, by whom it is still

held. It is now called Smoky Island.—The hill to the

S. of the Monongahela is coal bill ; that jutting out close

to the ship-yard, is called Ayres-hill or Silver banks, be-

longing to Andrew Watson, esq.

The point of Grant's hill (not represented) enters the

square foriped by Fourth street,Hammond alley, Cherry
alley, and Grant street.

The streets running parallel to the Allegheny, are first,

Penn, and next Liberty ; the cross streets from Liberty

to the Allegheny are, beginning at the lowermost, Marbu-
ry and Hay streets,——alley* Pitt street, -alley, St.

Clair street, aJle}^, Irwin's street, alley. Hand
street, alley, Wayne street. Tho^e running paral-



lei with the Monongahela are, first, "Water, I'VoriK Se-

cond, Third and Fourth streets, Hammond alley. Fifth

street, Virgin alley. Sixth street, Strawberry alley, Sev-

enth street, Plumb alley. Eighth street. The streets and
alleys intersecting these are, beginning at the lowermost,

West street. Short street, Redoubt alley, Ferry street.

Chancery lane, IMarket street, Wood street, Smithfield

street, Cherry alley, Grant street.

It may be noted that none of the streets cross each other

at right angles except those from Liberty street to the Al-

legheny.

%CJ^ The top of the map is due north, the bottom southj

the right eastj and the lower part w^est.







A

fiENERAL DESCRIPTION

OF THE

RIVERS.

THE MONONGAHELA.*
r

NO country perhaps in the world is better watered

"with limpid streams and navigable rivers tiian the United

States of America, and no people better deserve these ad-

vantages, or are better calculated to make a proper use of

them, than her industrious and adventurous citizens.

The Monongahela takes its rise at the foot of the Lau-
rel mountain, in Virginia, thence meandeiing to a N. by
E. direction, passes into Pennsylvania, and receives C heat

river from the S. S. E. thence winding to a N. by W. di-

rection, separates Fayette and Westmoreland from Wash-
ington county, and passing into Alleglieny county, re-

ceives the Youghiogheny river from the S. S. E. and
unites with the Allegheny river at Pittsburgh, 13 mileS
below the mouth of the Vough. and about 53 by land, be-

low the mouth of Cheat. The Monongahela is about 450
yards wide at its mouth, measuring from bank to bank,
and in the fall and spring treshes, has water enough to
carry ships of 400 tons burden; these freshes, however,
subside quickly, and render tlie navigation of such vessels

very precarious.

Tlie Monongahela, after it enters Pennsylvania, runs
through a rich and well settled country. Its waters, when
high, are coloured with tlie washy disjposition of clay-loam
lan<l,, of which is borne down with its current a ttdck sed-

* Tliis woi-d is said to signify, in some of tlie Tudian languages, The
FaUing4n-Bmks ; that is, the stream of the Faliing-in, or Mouldering

B
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iment. Its banks are generally finii, bearing large nnd
stately trees of the buttonwood, hickory, white and black
oak, walnut, sugar-maple, beacli, &c. and these aiford a

good supply of logs for the numerous saw mills erected

at and near the mouths of the creeks emptying into the

river.

This river, like most others in this country, is accom-
panied with coiif:iderable hills on each side, which some-
times approach close to the banks, and again recede, leav-

ing spacious and rich bottoms, in wliich are generally

found large sugar-camps, each sugar-tree proctucino-, if

well manaped during the season, four pounds of excellent

sugar, equal to Mus({uevado, especially if it has time to

ripen before used; and each pound is worth 13 cents;

thus, a sugar-camp containing 500 trees produces SjOOO
pounds of sugar, v.orth 260 dollars. Tiie sugar season
seldom lasts more than a mouth or six weeks, and a camp
of this size can be attended by one man and three or four

boys to carry the water—tlius, leaving a handsome salary

for'each during a season that very little else can be done
on a farm. The sugai season sometimes however is pre-

carious, owing to the irregularity of the breaking up of

v/inter, and the usheri'ig in of spring. But it certainly

would be provident in farmers to take special care of their

sugar-trees, and rather than destroy a grove of 50 trees,

plant an orchard of K)0(). In order to give a spur to this

species of econom}^ our merchants ought not to receive

a pound of sugar from over the mountains, and by this

means give every encouragement fcr the use and con-

sumption of sugar made at home. This would stimulate

tlie farmer and reward the labourer. The policy of such

a plan would be Vvise, and be the means of saving many
thousands of dollars in the country, which are now sent

out t\)r sugars, of diderent kinds. Indeed I do not see

why loaf and lump sugar could n;>t be marsufactured from

our maple sugar as good as that produced from the West
India sugar cane.

The land being generally rich on tlie Monongahela,

crops of wheat, rye. barley, oats, buckwheat, corn, pota-

to.:^, ^c. are raised in great abundance; fiax and hemp
are too luucli ne^dected. The Monongahela flour is cele-

brated in forei'i,!! niarkets, for its superiority, and it gen-

erally sells for one dollar more per barrel in New Orleans

thaa'aav ether flour taken fioni this country to that mar-
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ktt. The best and greatest quantity of rye whiskey is

made on this river. Peach and apple brandy, cider and
eider-royal, are also made in great abundance.

The mean velocity of the Monongahela 'm about two
miles an hour, and from three to four miles when very

hi^h. The floods seldom rise abo^e tiie common banks;

when they do, it is noticed as remarkable, and much mis-

chief is done by the sweeping waters, as was the case in

May, 1807, vvh'^cn 'he flaods rose at Bfownsville about 40
feet above the common surface of the river. It is said

that at least 15 grist mills, on and near the river, between
Pittsburgh and ]S> gantown, were carried oil and des'

troyed during tiiis fresh, and with them, about 5000 bush-

els of wheat, rye and corn. ^Several mills were seen float-

ing past Pittsburgh in one day, out of which skiff loads of

wheat were taken by the citizens.

The navigation of the iMonongahela is pretty good in

its middling state of water, for periogues, keels, canoes

and skiffs, from Pittsburgh to Brownsville, and from thence

to Morgantown, a distance of about iOO miles above its

mouth; above this the navigation is frequently interrupt-

ed by rapids, but small crafts may go up with difficulty as

high as Clarksburgh, about 40 miles above IVlorgantown.

The west branch of tliis river in high v/ater is navigable

for 15 miles, and communicates witli a southern branch
of Little Kenhawa, by a portage of ei^iit or ten miles.

It is matter of m.uch importance ih-dt an easy and short

portage could be had to connect t'le v. aters of the Poto-
mack with those of tlie Monongahela. The liead waters
of Cheat and fae Potomack, come together within about
30 miles, to which portage liowever, the navigation of
both rivers is difficult, but might be rendered much bet-

ter by clearing them out. Goods are at this time fre-

quently boated up from Alexandria^ Georgetown, ^c. as
high as Fort Cumberland, whence tliey are taken in wag-
ons to Brownsville, a distance of about 80 miles.—By this

i;oute it costs about S2 30 per hundred pounds, "^from
Alexandria to Brownsville, which is a saving of about g2
50 in the lOOlbs. when brought all the way by land.
On the Monongahela old fortifications are frequently

discovered, as vestiges of a people of whom time has kept
no other record, and of whose character the present race
of man can form but a feint idea; for like the mammoth,
they have left nothing behind them but evident marks of
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their once having possession of the country, and haTin*'
been well acquainted with the arts of war, and perhaps as

well with those of peace, if we may judg^i frOm tlie quan-
tity and quality of pottery, and many otlier articles of
household convenience, found all tiirough this country,
as well as in many parts of the Unitetl States; all shew-
ing tiie work of ingenious artiste. Curious carving on
rocks are to be seen on many parts of the Monongaiiela.
At the mouth of Ten mile creek, above Redstone, there
arc many; some bearing the shape ofa man-s foot, a horse's

foot, a hand, head, a turkey, a fish, birds, beasts, &c.
all apparently carved by a people ha ' ig had more tools

than our Indians can be supposed to have had in those

early periods of time. Of the nation of people having left

those curious traces behind them, some ingenious writers
are strongly disposed to believe them to have been from
Wales in Britain; but it is highly questionable whether
their history does not go far beyond the history of En^
^land, or any other part of Europe, and I have sometimes
thougiit tlie discoveries of time may yet prove tlicm older

than the earliest liistory we have of the world. How they
became extinct, be they whom they might, is a question
efjnally ditficult of solution.

One of the princi(3al branches of the Monongaliela is

tii.e Youghiogheny river, whose sources are divided from
/^lose of the Potomack by the Allegheny mountain: from.

tlie iiiUs, where it intersects the Laurel mountain, to fort

Cumberland, the head of t\\e navigation of the Potomack,,

is 40 miles of very mountainous road. On the Youghio-
gheny and the streams em|>tying into it, are a number qf

valuable forges, furnaces, saw and grist mills, some fine

farms and villages, among which, ('onnelsviile, 45 miles

by land above Pittsburgli, is the principal one. It is a
thriving little town of Fayette county, il miles north of

Uniontown, and 20 south of Greensburgh; pleasantly sit-

uate on the east bank of the river, over which tliere is a

good frame bridge—In the year 1810 it contained 500 in-

habitants. On the opposite side of tlie river is the village

of New Haven, containing about 160 inhabitants—This
place has usually been considered as the head of the na-

vigation of tlie Yough. river, although boats have come
down from the mouth of Indian creek, which empties in

abcmt 6 miles above. Near the mouth of this creek there

is a forge wecting by Messrs. Mochbee & Werts, which.
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fS now nearly ready to work—These geiitlemen are a!?o

boring for salt-water on an island in i^ae river a little be-

low. The salt-works owned by J. Meason & J. Meason,
jun. esqrs. are situated on the river 4 or 5 miies above

Connelsville, and make from 25 to SO bushels of salt per

day. A little below on the river is the fine paper-null

owned by Messrs. D. and J. Rogers & Walker, now in

complete operation. A mile above tov^n is Mr. JSIea-

son's forge. In the tov/ns of New Haven andConncls-
ville are 1 air foundery, 1 rolling and slitting mill, 2

grist mills, 1 fulling mill, and 4 carding machines.

—

Messrs. Baldwin, Norton & Mears are now erecting a

cotton factory in the vicinity of Connelsville. About |-

mile below the town are Messrs. Gibsons* rolling and slit-

ting mill, grist mill, and tilt-hammerf one mile belov/

town is Gibson's forge, grist nti!l, and saw mill; two
miles furt'ier down is Stoufler's grist mill, saw mill,

and fulliiig mill; and seven mile* below Connelsville, on
the river, at the Little Falls, is M. Gibson's forge, fur-

nace, grist mill, saw mill, and tilt-hammer. In short, the

durableness of the streams, added to their rapidity, af-

ford numberless seats for water-works of every descrip-

tion. A Mr. Lauderburn has discovered an extensive

bank of earth near Connelsville, which, v/hen burnt,

serves all the purposes of Spanish-hrown in painting; and
of which he supplied in 1810, Messrs. Skeitons of Pitts-

burgh with 60,000lbs.

^ilessrs. Huston & Taylor are now erecting a rolling

and slitting mill on Dunbar creek, which empties into

You2;h. one mile above Connelsville. On Indian creek
are Fountain furnace, built in 1809 by Trevor i<cRodgers;

Mount Hope furnace, built in 1813 by Trevor & Sheave,

(which makes iron at the rate of 21 tons per week, and of

.

a quality equal to Juniata ) and St. John's furnace, built

about the year 1 808. Messrs. M»Clurg & Barnes are also

building a furnace on Jacob's creek, Munich is a tributary

^stream to the Youghiogheny, emptying itself about 10
miles below Connelsville. The great number of factories,

particularly in the iron way, in the neighborhood of Con-
nelsville, will always render it a flourishino; a'jd lively

place for business, and by the fine markets which they

create for country produce, will also rapidly increase tlie

wealth of the farmers in its vicinity.
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THE ALLEGHENY^

This is a beautiful, large, and navigable river, taking

its rise in Lycoaiing county, Pemisjlvania, within a few

miles of the head waters of Sinemahoning creek, a navi-

gable stream that fails into the Susquehanna river, to

wliicli there is a portage of £3 miles. Thence pursuing

a north course, passes into N?w York state, winding to

the N.W. about 9.0 miles, i urns gradually to the S.W.
enters Pennsylvania, and meandering in about that di--

rectioii 180 miles, joins the Monongahela at Pittsburgh.

Few rivers and perhaps none excel the Allegheny for

i^-iQ transparency of its water, or tlie beauty of its bottom,

having a fine gravelly bed, clear of rocks and uninterrupt-

ed by falls. It8 surface is unbroken, and its mean velocir

ty is about 21 miles an hour; when iiigh it runs at the'

T2,t2 of i\)ur miles an hour, being a little more rapid in its^

course than the. IMonongahela. Its waters iii some in-

stances have proved medicinal; and the fish caught in it

arc allowed to be superior to those of the Monongahela.
The Alleglieny inits windings receives many large and •

tributary streams: among these are the Klskiminetas,

which is navif^-abh for balteaux 40 or 50 miles, and good
ijorta'J-es are found between it and the Juniata; it enters

tiie Allegheny about 14 miles below Kittanniii"-, the coun-

ty town of Ai-mstrong county, Pa. lat. 40° 40—45 miles

above Pittsburgh. The Klskiminetas receives in its

course Little Conemaugh and Stone creek, Vv'hich forms

its licavl waters; after their junction it is called Cone-
maujrh river;t it then receives Black liick from theN.E,
and ir miles from its mouth Loyalhanna creek enters from

* The wo'.vl JllleEfheny seoTrss fo have been derived from an ancient

(tlbe of Indians, called the " Tallega-ive,^^ wiio, tliou.^li represented to
b^ve bf<n a till .and stotitrace of men. Avere totally roi ted and extirpat-

ed by t'ae T)>'lav/ar(>s and those of their stock. The Delaware Indians
do'.ot say, " Mlef^heny"—but "Allegawe," and again "A lleg:aAvenir.k,"

V liich s!;a:iiifies with them as much as to say, "in the cormtiy of thie

rallej^av.e—^or the country inhabited by the Talli\irawe. or \llcgawe
people." Western Tour, p. 455.

p Salt water lately tlipcovered itself oozins: thj\')U9.h the bed of this riv-

er, about h;'.lf a mile above its junction witli the Loyalhaim-i, 17 miles
li'oin the Alb'gheny by the Klskiminetas, and 7 miles fi-om New Alex-
andria iti We£;tmoreland coantv, Penn. Works for making suit liare

been eicrtc.l j-i.J are successfully cowiueted.
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the S.S.E*—Muhulbuctitum, anothev branch of the Alle-

gheny, 20 miles above, is passable in small crafts to the

settlements in Northumberland county; Wheeling is its

northern branch. Toby's creek enters the Allegheny 20

miles below Fort Franklin, may be navigated in fiat bot-

tomed boats a considerable way up, thence by a short por-

tage to the west branch of the .Susquehanna, by which a
valuable communication is formed between the Ohio coun-

try and the eastern parts of Pennsylvania. French creek

is a N. Western branch of tl-e Allegheny, and enters it

at Fort Franklin, SO miles N.E. of Fittsburgh: it is navi=

gable to Le Bceuf, now called Waterford, from whence
to Erie there is a portage of 15 miles, mi which a turnpike

is now erected^

The Allegheny afFoids another communication to lake

Erie by way of the Conewango ere ek,^ at whose head is a^

small lake called Chatauque, thence to Portland, a new
town laid olf by Mr. John MOlahon, on the bank of lake

Erie, there is a good portage of but 9 miles. A small

creekv called Chatauque, enters lake Erie at Portland,

which is about thirty miks below the town of Erie, in the

state of New York,
The trade carried on between the lakes and the Ohio,

by wav of the Allegheny and its branches, is at this time

[1810] very considerable, and must in a few years become
of great importance. There are about 4000 or 5CC(' bar-

rels, and sometimes more, of Onondago salt brought <«own
to Pittsburgh annually, worth per barrel 9 dollars', rraking

an average of about 40,000 dollars worth cf trati^c in this

one article. Exclusive of the article salt, there are an im-
mense number of boards, shingles, and lumber of diiier-

ent kinds, floated down to Pittsburgh and the country be-

low on the Ohio. The quantity of boaids and lumber
that arrive yearly at Pittsburgh from the Allegheny and
French creek, is supposed to be ahmt .'^.000,000 feet,*

averaging about 9 dollars per TOGO feet, amounting to

J£7,006 dollarsr; this added to the amount of the salt,

makes the handsome sum to domestic trade of 67,000
dollars.

* Mr. Lamlxlen. one of oui' boarn Inspectoi-s fcr tlie borongh, in{(>nn3

tliat for the vear 1812, about s^vea nnilioii feet of hoards uiul scantUiig

passed inspection. The averaae price of lumber Uiis sirring, 1814^ is ^15
per 1000 feet
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In the fall and spring of 1809-10, the quantity of

Onondago salt,had increased in our market to the amount
of between 12 and 14,000 barrels, averaging eight dollars

per barrel, amounting to about 104,000 dollars. So great

a quantity, however, may tiot again Be expected from that

quarter, since the owners of the Kenhawa salt works say

they can deliver at this place any quantity at from five to

six dollars per barrel, a price at which it is thought im-
possible to deliver Onondago salt, owing to the great dis-

tance it has to come, and the frequent reshipments, stora-

ges, land carriage, &c,
In return, the keel boats ascend loaded with whiskey,

.

iron and castings, cider, apples, bacon, and many other

articles of home production—and merchandise of foreign

importation.—As long as the water keeps good, that is,

,

neither too high nor too low, boats are ascending and de-

scending continually, making atrip up in 17 days, and
down in 5 days.

It has been suggested tliat goods might be brought by
water from New York to Pittsburgh by way of the lakes ;

and this river, for three cents a pound, which is one half

less than is generally given from Philadelphia to Pitts-

burgh. By this Northern route, wliich would certainly

be a very long and tedious one, there would be a portage

of 15 miles from Albany on the Hudson or North river to

Schenectady on the Mohawk, thence up tliat river and :

through Wood creek into lake Ontario, thence up Niaga-

ra river to the falls, thence 10 miles around Niagara falls,
,

thence by water up Erie lake to the town of Erie, thence

15 miles portage to Waterford or Le Bceuf, thence down
French creek and Allegheny river, making in all a land

carriage of 40 miles from New York to Pittsburgh, adis^ .

tance by tliis route of not less than 850-miles.

The brig Dean, Galley Ross, and several other vessels

of burden, were liuilt on the Allegheny, and we liope to :

see many more borne down by the current of this beautiful

stream. A brio; of 160 tons burden was put on the stocks

at the mouth of Plumb creek, on the Allegheny river, 12

miles above Pittsburgh, in the fall of 1809, and launched

in the uncommonly high freshet* of November 11, (Sun-

* The AUej^heny and Monong:aliela rivers rose at this ]»lace at a most

rapid i-ate from about sunset Satun'ay eveninfi, until Sunday 11 o'clock at

nii^ht, when they apyieared at a stand, and soon hesjan to give si!;ns of

withdrawing ttieir flouds from the aU'eady injured and alarnu^d inhabit-
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day) 1810. Slie was constructed and built by Nathan
Jones, sliipcarpenter, and is owned by Biintnal Robbins,

an enterprising farmer. The brig is calculated for a dou-

ble-decker, and will serve either for peace or war. She

is of handsome construction, and perhaps has not been ex-

ceeded for beauty or durability by any that have left the

western v aters.

The Alleglieny river joins the Monongahela nearly at

light angles, and its current being more rapid, it general-

ly marks its course across tlie mouth of the lattev river,

and forces the current of the Monongaliela on the oppo-

site shore with great impetuosity. Though their streams

are now united, i\\e clear and transparent water of th^e

one and the muddy appearance of theo^her, form a sin-

gular contrast, and this- difference is plainly observable

ten or fifteen miles below their junction.

The Allegheny is about 400 yarcis wide at its mouth,
and when Smoky island, lying to the N. W. is washed a-

way, it will be nearer eight.— it runs through an immense
tract of country, much of it rou^h and hilly land, the

greater part of which is yet to be settled.—Ihis river as

-well as the Ohio, are known and called by the name of

Allegheny river by the Seneca, and other tribes of the Six

Nations of Indians, form its head waters until it enters,

the Mississippi.

Among tiie natural advantages of the waters ofthe Al-
legheny, is Oil creek, which emptiesinto that river about
300 miles from Pittsburgh.. This creek issues from a

ants of tTieir banks. The waters rose kbcut 37 feet above the common
ievel of the rivers, and botli streams seemed equally sti-ong, for neither

appeared detained by the other in their sweeping?: courses. The ivater

©f the Monongahela was within eight feet of the level of Market sti'eet,

and ascended Woaf street gutters to Front street, and mer^surcd f<<ur feet

on the ground floor of Mr. Grr^ham's tavern, comer of Wood and Water
sti'eets, and about the same depth in Messrs. T. & J. Cromwell's ware-
Louse. The public M'harf on the Allegheny river, opposite Fo'i. Fayette,
V. r,s carried off. Penn and Liberty streets were inundutcd, and t!ie first

floor of Jjimes Robinson, Fsq's. house, which stands on a second bank on
the west side of the Allegheny, is said to have: been covertd with watf r.

A curious circumstance took place at Marietta. The Ohio had back-
ed up the Muskingum for 12 miles, and occasioned a considerf.ble r.?trQ-

gade current, into w hich seme New Orleans boats got. and being envelop-
ed in a hea^•y fog, they discovered their mistake by being hailed as as-

cending the Muskingiim.
This flood appears to have been about five feet three inches hii;hcr at

Pittsbui-gh than those of 1 807-8, which were at that \ime' considered t©
have been the highest kno^-u for 20- or 30 years..
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spring on the top of which floats an oil similar t© that call-

ed Barbadoes tar, and is found in such quantities that a
person may gather several gallons a day. The oil is said
to be very efficacious in rheumatic {.ains, rubbed on i}ie

parts affected. The troops sent to guard the ^^'estern
posts, halted at this spring, collected some of the oil and
bathed t'leir joints v/ith it; this gave them great relief

fi-om tae rlieuaiatic complaints, with which thej were af-

flicted. Tliey also drank freely of the water, whicli op-
erated on them as a geiitle cathartic.

This oil is called Seneca Oil in Pittsburgli, probably
from its hrst having been discovered and used, by a na-
tion of Indians of that name..

It is a wise plan in Nature, to generally place an anti-

dote where she has planted a poison.—No climate perhaps
is more subject to pains of the rheumatic kind than ours,

arising from the sudden transitions of iieat to cold, and-

Yice versa—and if it be true that the qualities of this oil

are so effectual in the cure of diseases to which we are
more or less subject, from tlie nature of our climate—it is

equally true that Nature in her wisdom, has not been un-
mindful of her general plan of providing a good for an
evil in tliis particular instance*.

On the Allegheny and French creek, there are large

bodies of low lands, covered with fine white pine and
fcemlock. These are noble trees, measuring from three to

five feet in diameter at the butt; are remarkably tall and.

straight, and without limbs to near the top. They are

well calculated for masts of sliips, and can be floated down
iji high water with ease to Pittsburgh, thence down the

Ohio and Mississippi; the heavy sediment of the latter

river however, would perhaps tend to sink them and make
them troublesome to float. These white pine swamps
afford also an immense number of excellent boai-ds, and
shingles, and lumber of different kinds, for Pittsburgh,

and towns on the Ohio. Boats go loaded with pine boards

even to New Orleans, where they sell for about 3 dollars

per 100 feet.

Among the numerous advantages of the Allegheny riv-

fer, there is one which may have escaped general observa»

tion, and this of immense value; Pittsburgh is badly sit-

uated for water courses giving fall sufficient formillseats,

and such as afford water all the year. The Allegheny

presents a remedy for this deficiency. By taking the wa--



NAVIGATOR. 9S

ler out of the river ten or fifteen miles above tlie town,
and conducting it in a canal along the side of the hill down
to the point of Grant's Hill, there may be had a fall offrom
12 ta 15 feet, and water in abundance at all seasons to

turn as many works and mills as could stand together in

the distance of two miles or more. This to be sure would
cost a handsome capital. But no matter, since there is a

security of that capital being expended in a stock which
would probably yield 15 or 20 per cent, and a stock too

as permanent as the running of the waters of the Alle-

gheny itself. The thing at present may be thought vi-

sionary, but I should not be surprised, were life to last, to

see some of the children now shouting about the streets of
Pittsburgh, engaged in this project some 20 or 30 years
hence.

THE OHIO.*

The junction of the Allegheny and Monongahela riv-

ers form the Ohio, and this discharges itself into the Mis-
sissippi, (in N. lat. 36° 43' Hutchins~3r° 0' 23" and W.^
long. 5'^ 55' 38" according to Mr. Ellicotf) about 1133.
computed miles from Pittsburgh. The Ohio in its pas-
gage to the Mississippi, glides tlyough a pleasant, fruit-

ful, and healthy country, and carries a great uniformity of,

• This name is said to signify in some of the Indian languages, BJocIy

;

so that the Ohio may be tiauslated the Rivei- of Blood.
JSrackenridg-e's Gazette Publication.

f Mr. ElUcotin his Jouraai down tlie Ohio, ha%ing arrived at the mouth
of tlkat river, observes, "On the top of the stump of a large tree, to
which the zenith sector was fixed, a plate of lead was laid, containing the
latitude and longitude of that place. The stump Avas then covered by a
moimd of earth of considet ;ible magnitude ; but which will probably be
demolish(Hl in a ux? years by th^ annual inund;itioiis." Mr. Ellicot and
bis paily were det-iined at tiie mouth of the Ohio, in consequence of the
iuclemeucy of the season, fiom the 18th Dec. 1796, to the 3lst of Jan.
following, during which period, he ascertained from accurate ohscnatlons,
the latitude and longitude of the junction of the Ohio and Mississippi riv-
ers, as above stated. It may be proper to inform the reader that Mr.
And. Ellicot was appointed comoiissioner on the part of the U. S. for de-
termining the houud;uy between them rmd the possessions of his Catholic -

majesty, from the year 17S6 till ISOO. -
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breadth, from 400 to 600 yards, except at its confluefice

with the Mississippi and for 100 miles above it, where it

is 1000 yards wide; about 100 miles above the falls, which
are 705 miles below Pittsburgh, it is 700 yards wide.
The Ohio has been described, as *' beyond all competi-

tion, the most beautiful river in the universe, whether we
consider it for its meandering course through an immense
region of forests, for its clean and elegant banks, which
afford innumerable delightful situations for cities, villa?-

ges, and improved farms: or for those many other advan-
tages, which truly entitle it to the name originally given
it by the French, of " La Belle Riviere,^' that is, '' the

Beautiful river." This description was penned several

years since, and it has not generally been thought an ex-

aggerated one. Now the immense forests recede, culti-

vation smiles along its banks, towns every here and there

decorate its shores, and it is not extravagant to suppose,

that the day is not very far distant when its whole mar-
gin will form one continued village.

The reasons for this supposition are numerous—the

principal ones are, the immense tracts of fine country that

have communication with the Ohio by means of the great

number of navigable waters that empty into it; the extra-

ordinary fertility, extent, and beauty of the river bot-

toms, generally high, dry, and with few or no exceptions,

remarkably healthy, and the superior excellence of its

navigation, tlirough means of which, the various produc-

tions of the most extensive and fertile parts of the Unit-

ed States must eventually be sent to market.

For 30 miles below Pittsburgh it takes a N. W. course,

then turns Gradually to the W. S. W. and pursuing that

course for Sbout 500 miles, turns to tlie vS. W. for nearly

170 miles, then it turns westward 380 miles, thence S. W.
180 miles, and empties itself into t!ie Mississippi, in a

fiat and swampy country, where there are no hills to vari-

egate the scene, nor mountains to overtop the union of

these two noble streams.

The numerous islands that are interspersed in this river,

in many instances, add much to the grandeur of its ap-

pearance, bnt they e-nbarrass the navigation considerably,

particularly in low water, as they occasion a great many
shoals and sandbars. The soil of the islands for the most

]>art is rich, timber luxuriant, and the extent of many of

1*iem considerable. Fruit is raised to great perfection o»
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Ihsm, and seldom fail of a crop, as is generally the cfe&e

in all tiie river bottoms.

In low water t!ie navigation of the Oitio is (lifficult to

the old Mingo-town,* about 73 miles below Pittsburgh

;

from thence to the Mississippi it is good for keel boats or

barges carrying from 100 to 200 tons burden ; up from

thence it may be navigated with smaller crafts. In times

pf high water, vessels of 400 tons burden can descend

with ease, except the difTjculty arising from managing so

unwieldy a bulk at the Doints of islands^and short turns

in -the channel of the river. Vessels of this tonnage have

descended from Pittsburgh to Orleans in safety, but the

chance of good water renders the undertaking a little haz-

ardous. The Falls, however, are much the greatest im-

pediment, for unless vessels happen to hit the time of the

till highest stage of water, they are either detained, perhaps

ihe next season, or, if they attempt a passage over them,

a wreck in part or in whole may be the consequence, in

either case, putting in jeopardy property to an amount
that few individuals can bear the loss of. A lock-canal

round the Falls would remove this diiiiculty, and be of an
immense advantage to the Ohio trade, and to the people on
or near the river from the Falls up to the head of the AU
ieghany and Monongahela rivers.—There has been some
talk of attempting the commencement of this lock-canal.

What jarring and clashing interests prevent the under-
taking, are not easily/^ be found out. It can scarcely be
supposed to be a want of a public spirit in the KentucklanS
or their legislature.

There are many smaller impediments, however in the
river from Pittsburgh to the Mingo-town, which maylje as
long getting removed as even the Falls themselves : these
consist of rocks that might be blown to pieces, and ripples
that might be easily cleared out in such a way as to make
the channel good through them. This is certainly an im-
portant national concern, but the people must begin to act
first, before their representatives will bring the thing for-
ward in the house of general assembly. It must be done
by grants of monies from the st£te, aided by subscriptions

* Th''S was the only Indian vi'.lage in 1766 on the banks of the
Ohio from that place to Fort Pitt; it coniained at that time 6T
faj3iilies. Hutchins;

c
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fro'o tiie people; botli must be liberal and vigilant, or the
object will never be accomplisiied..

^
The co}i«i']eratIon for opening the navigation of the O-

hio, has become a matter of greater importance ami neces-
-sltj for the interest ofPennsjlvafiia now than ever before.
The United ttates' road from Cusnberland on the Foto-
mack, to Wheeling on Va^ Ohio, when cojnpieted, will nat- .

nrallj draw a great deal oftlie ti-ade of tlie northern states
to the states of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and to Loiiis-

ana, through thatx^'ianiiel, thereby abrif^gino- vei-v niuch the
trade iVoni those states through Pennsjivania. There-
fore if Pennsylvania looks closely to her own interests,

she vviil fmd that the completing the turnpike road from
Ilarrisburgh to Pittsburgh, and openiiig the navigation of
the Ohio, are the two principal objects which will tend to

secure to her, her nsual commercial, foreign and domes-
tick, advantages. Exclnsive of the probabiOty of tb.e Uni-
ted States' road drawing the trade to ti)e .south of Penn»
syivania. New York state, on the north, is pushinglier in-

land navigation, and o])ening easy communications from
one end of the state to the ot],er, by way of turnpikes, ca-

nals, &c. to an extent unparalleled in any other state in

the Union. Tiie spirit of the people in the back part ofthe

state of New York is peculiarly turned to this point, and
no exertions seem to be lacking in tise industry of the one

class; or money wanting from 1 he otiier. T)i purses of

i\iG one and the labour of tl,e other seem to be happily uni-

ted for the o-ood of tfiC whole. When t'liis is the cas'C, a

state must flourish in licr iiiternal improvements, and of

course advance to wealth and indepeuder ce.

The Ohio river has on its left in descending, Pennsyl-

vania as far as the mouth of Jlill creek ; Tiiginia to the

mouth of Big Sandy river; and the ^r rate of Kentucky a-

bout 60 miles belovv^ the mouth cf t! e Oido. On the right,

Pennsylvania to the line crossing just below the mouth of

Little ^Beave^•; tliC state of Ohio from thence to the mouth

of ii>e Great Miami; and below this the Indiana to the

m.'Uth of the Wabash ; thence to the Mississippi, the Illi-

nois territory.

It receives in its course many large and naviyable

streams, the piiocipal of which are ; on^t'ie right. Bis.- and

Little Pieavei-. :Musl:in!^,um, Sciota, Little and Great Hi-

uud. andthe Wabash. On the left. Little and Great Kt n-

kawa, Sandv, Licking, Kentucky, Green, Cumberland, aud
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Tennessee rivers :—These will be raore p<irticularly men-
tioned as we go on with directions for navigating the Olno-,

The fish of the Ohio are numerous and of various kinds :

the black and yellow cat, weighing from 3 to 100 pounds

;

the buffalo, from 5 to 30 pounds? the pike from 4 to 15

pounds; the sturgeon from 4 to 40; the perch from 3 to

1-2 pounds: the sucker from 1 to 6 pounds; a few her-

nnos sometimes, and in the spring of 1805, several shad

were caught and sold in the Pittsburgh market, \^ ei[!;hing-

abouttwo pounds ; eels and soft i'lelled turtles are some-

times caught.—These ascend the AUeglieny and Monon-
gahela rivers, and their principal branches, and arc ctiught

in seines, baskets, pots, and with trot-lines, l.ooks r.nd

liios, &c. The diilerent species of the v»ild duck are

numerous, and a few geese, Irarit, 6.c. are seen on the

river, and the swan has someti'.ues been seen fetimming

the current. Turkies, pheasants and partridges, are nu-

merous on its banks : these, with the opponunity of sor.'-e-

times shooting bears and deer swimirdng across the rive ,

afford much pleasure to the navigator, and form sumptu-
ous meals to the boat's crew. Bouts to take advantage of

this proHtable amusement, are generally well provided
with aminunition and fire-arms.

The principal articles constituting loading for the boats

ti'a.ding on the Ohio and Mississippi, are : fiuur, wlnskey,
apples, cider, peach and apple brandy, bar iron and cast-

ings, tin and copper v/ares, glass and cabinet work, Wind-
sor chairs, mill stones, grind stones, nail^, ^c. &c. And
the principal articles brougl-.t up the Ohio in keel boats,
are, cotton, lead, furs and peltry, and hemp and tobrscco

trom Kentucky. This traOick is carried on briskly at this

time, and no doubt a fev/ years vvill great'v increase it^

and much to the advantage of the adventurers.
Exclusive of the trading; boats, there arc many loaded

altogether with merc'iandise of foreia;-! irtportation, des-
tined to Kentucky, Tennessee, {M.io, Ind.iuna and the
territories. Many others are far^uly boacs, seeking pla-
.ces of settlement in ti^.ese new countries, where their
posterity may rest in safety, having plenty of all the ne-
-cessaries, and many of the luxuries of lil'e, where their
ctrJdren's children may enjoy t'le rich and prolifick pro-
ductions of the land, v/ithout an over deg-ree of toil or
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labour, where the climate is niikl and the air salubrious,*
wi.ere each man ij a pri see in bis o^vn kmgiloin, and mnv
without hU'lestatioUj '-iijoj the irugal fare of his hunihle
cot; where the clashing and terrinck sounds of war are
not heard; where tyrants that desolate the earth ilwell

not : where man, siraple man, is left to the guidance of
his own will, subjt^ct 05ily to laws of his own making,
fraught w^lth mildness, operating equally just on all, and
by a!? protected and willingly obeyed.
The hills on both sides oftlie Ohio, as low as Grave

creelv, below Wheeling;, are filled witli excellent coal.f

Below this coal grows scarce, and wljat is found, is not of
^0 good a qiialitj. Coal has been boated down from Grave
fereek to ^larietia. Limestone, falls of tlie Ohio, &ic. wlieie

it sells for lii cents per bushel. Even at this price, it is

not a very advantaji;eous article of trade. It is also boat-

ed to Natchez from mines above ti>e falls, and sells in th:it

ir^arket U t'.e bhicksmiths at from 25 to 37^ cents per
bushel, and is preferred at that advanced price to the cliar-

eoal of that country. A mine of mineral coal has been
4)bserved lately at the bellow Banks on the Ohio. The
bills of i]\e Allegheny and Monongahela rivers are also

lillea wit'vgood coal mines up to their head waters ; and in

Nome places valuable iron ores are found in tliem.

The lands of the Ohio and its branches, are differently

limbered according to their quality and situation. The
hlgli and dry knds are covered with red, white and black

* The following- observations on the soil and climate are laken

from the Journal of a coi Cordon, who passt-d down the Ohio as

t;.arlj' as ITCO — ** The country on the Ohio, &.c. \s everv where
pleasant, with larg-e level spots of ri*ih Umd, rejuaikably healthy.

One trene'-al remark of this nature may serve for the whole tract

ofih'f} rlobe; comprehended between the western sklits of the

AUpt^-heny mountains, bej^^lnning" at Fort Ligonier, therce bear-

ing southwesterly to the distance of 500 miles opposite totHe
Ohio falls, then crossing them northerly to ilie heads of the riv-

trs that empty themselves into the Ohio : then east along- the

ridg-e that separates the lakes and Ohio streams to French-creek,

which is 09po3ite the above mentioned Fort l/if^onier, northerly.

Thi-« country may, from a proper knowled^t^ be affirmed to be

the mi>f?t healthy, the most pleasant, the most commodious, and

most fertile spot of earth, known to European people '*

Hutching,

f A coal mine was opened in the year 1760, opposite lo Fort-

Pilt OR the Monongahela, for tlie use of that garrison. Uid.^
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oak, hickory, walnut, red and white nmlbevy, ash, poplar,

dogwood, some yellow pine, cucumber tree, sassafras,

che&nut, and patches of grape\ iaes are sometimes to be
found Oil t:ie soutii side of the hills. The low and bottom
lands produce butter-nut. tulip tree, papaw, black willow,

locust, honev-iocust, buck-eye, cherry, niuibery, beech,

elm, aspen, maple, or sugar tiee, plum tree, hickory, wal-

nut, grapevine, remarkably lar;^e, spice wood, blacic alder,

&c. And below or soutiiwardly of the Falls, are se,veral

cedar and cypress swamps, wliere the cedar and cypress
trees grow remarkably lar<5e, and where also are a gieat
abundance of canes, such as grow in South Carolina, and
on the Mississippi,

The Sj/cctmore seems to be the king of the forest on the
banks of tlie 0!no. Taeir mnistrous gro,.th, towering
height, and extended branches renlly fill the beholder with
awe and astonishment. Between Wheeling and Marietta
I measured several from 10 to \6 feet over, four feet above
ground, and this seems to be but their common size.

A gentleman of Marietta t<jh\ me he knew of one 60 feet

in circumference, and that in the holiov/ of another he had
turned himself around with a ten foot pole in his hands,
sweeping it at right angles with himself. And there is

one of these huge trees in Sciota county, Ohio, on the
land of a Mr. Abraham Miller, into v/hose hollovv^ tlnrteen
men rode on horse back, June G, 1808, tlie fourteenth did
not enter, his horse being skittisli and too fearful to ad-
vance into so curious an apartment, but tliere was room
enough for two more.

In the fall of the leaf, and v.hen the years crrowth of
bark begins to peel off tiiese trees, the rays ofthebri'-ht
moon playing through their v/ivlie branches, form a scene
uncommonly brilliant, and quite^cheering and a'nusino- to
the nightly traveller.

Tlie growth of tlie grape vines on the banks of the Ohio
astonishes iliQ beholder not less than tiiat gf the syca-
mores. It is not uncommon to find them measure from
seven to eleven inches over, and so numerous, that in ma-
ny places for £50 yards in circuit they form a complete
canopy or covering ofa great b>dy and thickness, in which
the tops of the trees are left in the entwining branches
of the umbrageous vine leaves. The number and manner
of their hanging 60 or 80 feet from the tops of the tallest
trees without touching the trunk, rather puzzles the spec-
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tator how tliej could thus fix themselves. A sailor might
say they were ftrst planted in tlie tops of the trees, as he
first fastens liis ropes to the mast head, and theh grew
downwards and fastened into the ground at their leisure;
t^iey have this appearance but the principle does not an-
swer the order of nature.

There is now on foot a new mode of navigating our
western waters, -particularly the Ohio and Mississippi

rivers. This is with boats propelled by the power of steam.
This plan has been earned into successful operation on
the Hudson river at New York, and on the Delaware be-

tween New Castle and Burlington.—It ha& been stated

that the one on the Hudson goes at the rate of four miles

an hour against wind and tide on her rout between New
York and Albany, and frequently with 500 passengers on
boai'd. From these successful experiments there can be

but little doubt of the plan succeeding on our western wa-
ters, and proving of immense advantage to the commerce
of our country. A Mr. Rosewalt, a gentleman of enter-

prize, and who is acting it is said in conjunction with

^essrs. Fulton and Livingston of New York, has a boat

of this kind now (1810) on tlie stocks at Pittsburgh, of 138

feet kec!, calculated for 300 or 400 tons burthen.* And

* Tills steam Ijoat called the New Oilcans, was kui^ed in Mai-ch and

(iescciuled the Ohlff and JNlkslssippi, and landed at Nulchez in Dccen>ber

1811, uhere she took in loading and passewgers for the first time, and pass-

ed Oil toNfcW Othians, in wliich route she ii4S been siiccessfLdly employed

ever siiiue. Her accomVo('ulio!i.s are good, and hei- psssengtrs generally

- numci-ous, seldom less from Natchez tliiin from 10 to '20, at 18 dollars iter

head, and vviicn she starts from New Orleans, generally from 30 to 50,

and somf-tunes as many as 80 jiassengei-a, at 25 dollars e^ch to Natchez.

According to the ohscrvatious ol' captain Morris of New Ox-leans, « ho at-

tended her pS pilot several trips^ tiie boat's receipts for freight upwarfls,

has aver.ii^ed the last year 700 dollars, passage moni^^' S 000-—downward^

^ 500 freight, % 500 for passengers—-That she p-erfonns 13 trips in the

Veiu-, v/hich at 2,400 per trip, amounts to 31,200. Her expenses are 12

"hands at 30 dollai-s per month, ^ 4,320, captain one thousand dollars

;

70 cords of wood each trip, aj: g 1-75, whi^h amounts to ^ 1,586, in all

% 6/JOO. It is presvuned that the boat's exti-a trips for pleasure or other-,

wise, out of her usual route, has pidd for ail the expenses of repairs,

•md witli the pi'ofits of the bar-room, for.tlie boat's provisions.^In wliich

case, there will remain a nett gam of § •24-,'iy4 for the first year. The
owners estimate the boat's value at ^ K),000, wliich gives an interest of

^'2fk'')0, andhv givin!? g 1,89 1 more for furniture, he we have the clear

ptitk'oi '20,000 doUai-Bfor the first year's labour of the Steam Boat " New
Orli-aus." A revenue superior to' any otlier est abiishment in the United

Jil^tes, and what is equally gratifying, arisuig out ot a capital whose appli-

cation is of singular benefit to the whole community, and particularly so

/3is i: ichi;cc6» the navitiiitl^u of fl;c vc-tcra waWrs, v-kosc rcsoyvcfs h
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there is one building at Frankfort, Kentuck^r, bj citizens

who no doubt will push the enterprise. It will be a novel

sight, and as pleasing as novel to see a huge boat working

lier. waj up tlie windings of tlie Ohio, without the appear-

ance of sail, oar, pole, or any manual labour about her

—

moving within the secrets of her own, wonderiul mechan-
ism, and propelled by power undiscoverable !—This plan,

if it succeeds, must opento view flattering prospects to au

immense country, an interior of not less than two thou-

sand miles of as fine a soil and climate, as tlie world can

produce, and. to a people worthy of all the advantages that

nature and art can give them, a people the more meritori-

ous, because they know how to sustain peace and live in-

wealth is unknown, and whose enterprizingf inhabitants, we doubt not,

Avill soon see the advantage of steam power over that of the oars and
poles, and eve loag liave steam boats of all sizes and fashions, running up
and doH'u our numerous rivet's, with as much ease and facility as does

the coiuraon canoe under the direction of its skilful, original mastei-s,

the Indians.

The steam boit goes up in about seven or eight days, and descmids ia

two or three, stopping several times for freight, passengers, &c. She
stays at the extreme of her journey, Natchez and New Orleans, about
foLu- or five days, to discharge and take in loading. By pushing lier, it is

tiionght she is capable and ought to make a trip in every three weeks
throughout the year, in which case her nett gain Mould be cotisidci-abiy

more than stated, three weeks to each trip giving seventeen trips, four

more tlun she performed the first yetir.

I have descended twice in the steam boat from Natchez to New Orleans,

the fi;-st time she i^an it in thirty-two hours, tliatis, throwing off the time
slie {^topped for wood, freight, &c. the second time in thirty-one hours,

making aboiit nine miles au hour. She passes floalhig wood on the riv-

ei', as you pass objects on land when on a smart ti-otting horse.

When we consider that England has had in use the steam power for

upwanls of one hundred years, and that it was left to Americans to apply
Its force to the propelling of boats against wind, tide, and the most pow-
erful currents in our rivers, we cannot but lejoice, and lor a morat-nt, be-
lieve America possesses that happy kind of superior genius, willing to

embrace all the better parts of the old, and capacitated to invent new
principles, and, by combining the experience of former ages, with the in-

ventive genius of the present day, it is not wonderful that somelhinf ex-
traordinary is protiuced, especially when gt-nius fiom the cradle, has,

j»erhaps, above any other countiT in the world, an uncurbed reign, au
open expanse to work in—«where the mind is as free as the air of heaven
—where oppression is unknown—^and where the tyranny of the parent,

Sf\d of the government, would be equally disposed, and equally guarded
,agalnst—where in faet we are one people, equally free from the taunts

of the one, or depraved duplicity of the other—whei-e each man feels a
pride in being the first to assist the oppressed, to reward merit, encour-
age genius, free of prejudice, or partiality, for name or nation—the whole
united with a love of country^ a glow of ynti-iotlsm, that makes man
Itrother to man 41 aU eounU'i<$s and ux all situatious.
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dependent, among the crushing of empires, the falling of

kiiijis, the slaughter .and bloodsSied of millions, and the tu-

mult, corruption aud tyranny of all the world beside.

The immensity oi country we have yet to settle, the vast

riches of the bowels of the earth, the unexampled advan-
tages of our water courses, which wind v^it:i0ut inter-

ruption for thousands of miles, the numerous sources of

trade and wealth opening to the enterprising and indus-

trious citizens, are reflections that must rouse the most
dull and stupid. Indeed the very appearance of the pla-

cid and unbroken surface of the Oliio invite to trade and
enterprise, and from the canoe, vv^hich the adventurer
manages with a single pole or paddle, he advances to a
small square ark boat, winch he loads at the head waters

with various wares, liquors, fruits, dry goods and small

groceries, and starts his bark fortlte river traffic, stopping

at every town and village to accommodate the inliabitants

w^ith the best of his cargo.—Tliis voyage performed, which
generally occupies three months, and the ark sold for half

its first cost, the trader returns doubly invigorated, and
enabled to enlarge his vessel and cargo, he sets out again;

this is repeated, until perhaps getting tired of this mode
ol merchandising, he sets himself down in son.e town or

village as a wholesale merchant, druggist or apothecary,

practising physician, or lav/^^er, or something else, that

renders him respectable in the eyes of his neighbors, where
he lives amidst wealt!) and comforts the remainder of his

days—nor is it by any known that his fortune was founded
in the pad<Hing of a canoe, or trafficking in apples, cider-

royal, peach brandy, whiskey, Sec. &,c. &,c. From the ca-

noe, v/e now see ships of two or three hundred tons bur-

den, masted and rigged, descending the same Ohio, laden

with the products of the country, bound to New Orleans,

thence to any part of tlie world.—Thus, the rise and pro-

gress of the trade and trader on the western waters ; thus,

the progress of our country from infancy to manhood; and
thus, the flattering prospects of its futarie greatness through
tlie channels gf the Ohio and Mississippi rivers.
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InSTRUOTION-S ASD PllEOAUTIONS. NPLCESSARY TO BE

Al rENDKD TO BY STllANGERS AND OTHERS ABOUT
DESCENDING I HE OHIO RIVER.

THE fii-^t thing to be attended to by emigrants of

traders wanting to descend the river, is to procure a boat*,

to je ready so as to take advantage of tiie times of hood,

and to be'careful tiiat the boat be a good one : For many
of the accidents that hajjpen m navigating the Ohio, are

o\vin3, to the unpardonable carelessness or penurioiisness,

of the boat builders, who will frequently slight their v. ork,

or make their boats of injured plank ;**in either case put-

ting the lives and properties of a great many people at

manifest hazard. This egregious piece of misconducty

should long before this time have been rectified, bj the

appointment of boat inspectors at the aifierent places,

where boats are built. But as tl is has never been done,

it behoves every purchaser of a Kentucky boat, wliich is

the sort here alluded to, to get it narrowly examined be-

fore the embarkation, by persons who are well acquainted

with the strength and form of a boat suitable for a voyage
of this kind.

The principal places where families and merchants stop

to prepare for embarkation, are Brownsville, or }?edstone)

Pittsburgh, and Wheeling. There are people in each of

those places that make it tlieir business to accommodate
strangers descend ino; the river with every article they may
want either in provisions, farming utensils, boats, or other

crafts, 6cc. at a cheap and reasonable price. There are

large boat-yards at each of these places, and their boats

are generally well made and strong, the price of which

* We were io hopes that these observations were no longer necessary,
but a recent circumstiince pix)ves their trutli ami api>hcabilit)' ; Soiue
time in the last of October or beginning of Novembei-, 180"r, a Mr,
Winchester's bout struck a rock a few miles below Pittsburgh, and one
of the bottom planks being stove in, the boat sunk immediately ; and tlte

loading, consisting rrf'dry goods, was materially injured, to the amount of
sever-d thousand dollai-s. The proprietor, n<Wt being with the boat at tl>e

time, unmedi :telv, on his henxing of the ac«,ldent. conceived that it must
have arisen f'-om the carelessness of the person to whom he had entrusted
the care of the boat and cargo; and in consequence, brought suit against
the man for damages. I'he man, however, to prov.* his umocence, pro-
duced before the justice of the peace, (Doctor Richartlson of Pittsburgh,
since deceased.) the broken plank, which proved to he ixrtten in tlie part
where it WrS broken : and the justice discharged him as not beu)g culpa-
Me for daciages in tivts case.
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varies according to their make, length and strength ; otic
convenient for a family, between 30 and 40 feet in length,
costsfrom I dollar to 1 dollar and 25 cents per foot, mak-
ing perhaps 35 dollars for a comfortable fami!}-- boat, well
boarded up on the sides, and roofed to within seven or
ei^htfeet of the bow; exclusive of this expense, is the
price of a cable, pump, and fire place, perhaps ten dol-
lars more. Boats may also be had sometimes at New
Geneva, Williamsport, Elizabethtown, and M'Kcesport,
©n the Monongahela : and at some places on the Yough-
iogheny river; also at the mouth of Big Beaver, and
Charleston n, on the Ohio, and perhaps a few other
places. The Allegheny is now beginning to iurnish
boats, which descend that river in high water loaded witli

salt, boards, and lumber, and sell at Pittsburgh generally
at a reduced price.

The number of embarkations, and their conveniences,
which take place at Brownsville, Pittsburgh, and Whed-
ing, depend much on the different stages of the water in
the different seasons : Tiie first place'is about 10 miles
the nearest to the western waters from the eastward

;

and when the waters will suit, it saves kngth of road to

take water there :—but the waters must be pretty well
up to make embarkation safe at Brownsville ; therefore,

stopping there when the v/aters are really low, is attend-
ed with much loss of time, and of course expense.—
Boats can go from Pittsburgh at a much lower stage of
the water than they can from Brownsville

;
yet there are

periods, and these generally happen from about the mid-
dle ofJuly until the beginning of October, when embar-
kation at either place would be attended with considera-
ble detention. Wheeling, tlierefore, is the safest point

to strike at in very low stages of the water, and from
thence boats may go at all seasons of the year. It is

about 58 miles by land from Brownsville, Pittsburgh is

preferred as a place of embarkation to Wheeling, when
boats can decend from it, for two reasons: first, it is

about 45 miles nearer Philadelphia or l^altimore ; and
secondly, mercliants and i travellers say th.ey are better

accommodated here with storage for their .goods, and all

other conveniences they may stand in need of, than they
ceuld be at Wheeling; therefore, they seldom go there,

except in cases of very low water, embarking either at

Brownsville or Pittsburgh. But families wishing to
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«7?^^^ ^^* ^^^^' ^'^*^ ^^^^^ wagons, generally cross at
Wheeling, Charl^stown, Georgetown, And Big Beaver,
according to the direction of the country they are about
to remove to. Those destined to the country N. \V a€
the Allegheny river, and on lake Erie, and bordeiing'the-
boundarj between Pennsylvania and Ohio, e-enerally
crosb the Allegheny at Pittsburgh.

^

T.ie best seasmis for navigating the Oliio, are in sprino-
and autumn. The spring seas'iii commences at the

fC. • if/^'Pf^ 1*^^ '^^' ''''"'^^ generally happens about

vn .fK f^^^'''}^U^ and continues good for about threemonth, and sometimes four. The fail season generally
commence^s inQctober, and continues good until the firstof December ai4 sometimes all through that month;wnen the lee begin, to form and the river close. But heseasons ofbgh wai-^r can scarcely be called periodical

Z^s7lT^'''^y^ accorcLgto the JSnes ordi^ne.s ot tne season, .^ earliness o?lateness of the set-tmg in or breaking up o^he winter.

ihe^i:^^d"Jt"C'''''''
not entirely confined to

sources of the wChl' .
mountains and at thesources ot the Altgheny and the Monongahela riverswhich »ive a suffi^encv of itaf^^ +

'S**"j:ia iiveis,

everare not to be .fcenldo^r »;a ^ »'^''' ''""-

must be taken imme ate aLnJ«o»f^!? ^^ """"'

side rapidly,
*^* "d.antage of, as the waters sub-

at ^^^^:iSki^V^::}:;:f ^*-§ -b.e of

tlie Ohio in hi^li fr?cl
" f

''"''^ *'*"««" '" descending

ie^ a such Ime. .s wh^„te"ri''rP- 'f'lr f/"''-^"'
""

In this case it is saLg" tj" ^^^^^f Y"" f floating ice.

out of the current or:,te"inn!r' ," t^'?''
^»"

are aware of it; in ^vrcK.i; '1«L T"".''
^^^"''^ >""

mind and great ezertio!^^^f:"f^"f
but presence of

vent yoursclfbeins cau*,t^;f ' -^ iherefore, pre-

if possible, unless Tndee^l,Xl •""'''
^^T-S ""'''"'S ice

iugvery fast ; and even inti" HZ ^/^ *'"" ""d "'«w-

to detain until the river is chayf' '' ^ '*^"^'*

As frequent landing is itf i i" .,,

loss of time and some hazara,V u ,,
"^""siderabie

{and as seldom as possible ; youY ,*'''''"''' contrive to
^ ' • Mnot eyen lie by at
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night, provitlefl you trust to the current, and keep a good

look out: If you have moon light so much the better.

When you come to, the stren-th of jour cable-is a great

safeguard. A quantity of iuel, and other necessaries

should be la^d in V. once, and every boat ought to have a

c^iQQ or skiiY along side, to send on shore, when necessa-

ry, or as a relief in case of accident. ^., . .. r

Althougnthel&bourof navigating the Ohiom times ot

high water is very inconsiderable to what it is when it is

low, when continual rowing is necessary, it is a ways be^t

to keep a good look out, and be strong handed, ine

^vind will sometimes drive you near the point ot isJancIs,

or on projecting parts of the main shore, o.^

^"^f^ ?^"f*

where keie is but little current, in either case considei-

able exertious are necessary to get you<mder w^ agam,

andkeepyouclearof danger eithev ov the ojie
^^^^^ *^^

other. VouwiU frequently meet v^th head winds, t

river being so very crooked as that
^^^^Ih, next and

vour one ifour, ma^y be directly
aff^^^X^^currenV itt

when contrary winds contend v»tha.^tiong current^^^^^^^

attended with considerable inconvenience and requires

careful and circmnspect maiagement, or J^" ^^y
be

driven on shore in spite of all ^our
^^f^-i/;^^^^^^^^

ble circumstance is, that^tlie wind commonly abates about

8un-set, particularly in summer.
Pittsburgh to tlie

^ Boats have frequently passed fron^™
mouth of the Ohio, in 15 days jnhigyater, ^^^m g^^e

ral, 10 days to the f^^^^-J^^^^^
sometimes a boat will be 2 weeKs i &, a

ind in a verv low state of water, <J «ajs.

nn:&eca.tionperh^^^^^^

are obliged to bring to, on accourt o^^
cumspection ««^o^^^b^

^J^^^^"
^^^^^^^^ shore projecting

in. 'rherearemaivypl^^^^^^^^ J^.^^^^l

to a point, throws oif the cakes
^^^^^b^^,^, ^^^^^^ B

of the river, and forms a k f^
^^J^

bringing to, in such a situat
^
v

^ ^ ^^^j^^^^^,^^ ^^^^^^^^

above the boat, with one e^^^
^^^

. downwards, so
and the other out in the ^^ .^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^j otherwise
as to drive oif the cake

^^^ ^^, ^^.^^ , ^^^^ ^^^^
accumulate, and tenOj.^

^^.^,^ ^ tolerable degree of
her moorings, you m'

Safety.
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This is a much better way than that of felling a tree

above the boat so as to fall partly in the river ; for if the

tree. does not strongly adhere to the stump, ten to one but

the masses of ice carry it down against your boat, and

put you in imminent danger, much worse than it the pre-

caution had. not been taken.

The reflection here naturally occurs, how easy it

would be, and how trifling the expense, in diherent pla-

ces on the river where boats are accustomed to land, to

project a sort of pier into the river, inclining downwards,

which would at all times ensure a safe mooring below.

The expenses of such erections would soon be repaid by

the place becoming famous for a safe and convenient

stopping, place for boats. ,

Tne best mode perhaps in descending the Ohio, in time

of low water, is in keel boats. These seem to be more

at immediate command in navigating the river ; and as

they are always strongly manned, they go with greater

cxpidition. They draw little water and require but

a narrow channel. Merchants are beginning to prefer

this method for safety and expedition ; and instead of

purchasing boats and taking ciiarge of them themselves,

they get their goods freighted down from Pittsburgh in

keel boats by the persons who make them, and who make
it their business to be prepared, with good boats and ex-

perienced hands, for such engagements.

This method is the safest, if not the cheapest, for this

special reason ; the cargo is consigned to the care of an
experienced and careful man, who perhaps descends and
ascends the river twice or thrice ia the course of one sea-

son, and of course must be well acquainted witl> all the

difliculties in navigating it.—On the contrary, vvlien mer-
chants are young, and inexperienced, they do not, otten

enough as the Scotch phrase ooes, " Lcnk hefore thpij

loup.^^ They, being flushed with the idea of a f.rtune

before them, hastily buy a boat, load, jump irito themselves,

fly to the steering oar, and halloo to the hands to pull

Old. No>v swiminino; in good water, and UJiapprehen-

sive of the bad, they think themselves safe, until alarmed
by the rumbling of the boat on a ri|>ple. or shoving her-

self into the mud on a sandbar.—And until now tl ey be-

lieved themselves from having gone down the river once
or twice, to have been master navigators, and capable of

conducting a ship of 400 tons with equal ease and safety
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ias a common Indian canoe.—Such are the mistaken cal-
culations of the extent of our own knowledge and abili-

ties.—And in common life, it does not unfrequentlj hap-
pen, tliat we run our ship aground, when we think she has
most water to ride in.

As the trimming your boat, that is, loading her in such
a manner as to draw an equal depth of water all around,
is of considerable consequence to her safety, you ought to
be careful to have it done before departure with a cir-

cumspect eye. For though the construction of our boats
does not render them liable to overset, yet when loaded
irregularly, and one corner sunken more than another, a
stroke on a rock, or a log on the diagonal corner, sub-
jects her to fill in that quarter much sooner than if pro-
perly trimmed.

There is another precaution which ought not to be ne-
glected ; that is, to see that your boat is kept afloat while
loading and when you bring to over night ; for if the ca-

ble corner should rest on the shore, and during the night,

the river should fall much, ten to one but before morning
your boat will be filled Mith water. From a neglect of

this kind I have seen a valuable cargo of dry goods sunk
•and much injured, before tlieboat was completely loaded.

The caulking o^^a boat ought to be well attended to be-

fore embarkation ; for if slie has been long built, her tim-

bers and plank may have shrunk, and the caulking got
loose. Boats are seldom caulked above the gunnel joint.

I'think this a great error and an unsafe finishing. The next

joint at least ought to be well caulked all around. And
for fear of accident, it would be well that every boat was
furnished with a few pounds of oakum, together with a

mallet and caulking iron. These precautionary provi-

sions miglit sometimes be the means of saving in part, if

not in whole, a loading worth many thousand dollars.

—

For the greater part of the accidents that happen on the

Ohio, arise from a want of a proper knowledge of the

means that ought to be taken to prevent them.—Some, in-

deed, possessing the knowledge, unpardonably neglect

tiieirdutv, until sad experience puts them in mind of it,

by a loss\vhich perhaps they are little able to bear.

i
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HAVING given some general and preparatory in.

structions, which we presume will be found useful if at-

tended to, and a cursory view of the rivers, we now com-

mence the more particular directions how to navigate

them. The distances from place to place, except those

marked (M. D.J not having been ascertained from ac-

tual survey, may not in all cases be found absolutely cor-

rect, yet it is hoped they will not be found so materially

erroneous, as to militate against the utility of the work.

THE MONONGAHELA.

n'>S CIMJVJYELSy SHOALSy RIPPLES, SJIjYDBARS,

TOWJ^Sy &c.

Ma
CLARKSnURGH,

Stands on the E. side of the rivex-, 40 miles S. E. of Morgantown,
is the chief town of Hari-ison county, Vu'giiiia, and contains a-

bout 50 houses, a courthouse and jail. From this to Moi-gan-
town the navigation of the liver is very difficult in low water,
and can be gone only in snuiU crafts.

MORGANTOWN, 40
Is situated on the E. side of the river, the capital of Monongalia
count}'', Virginia, contains about 60 dwellings, a courthouse, and
stone jail. It is 303 miles fiX)m Philadelphia, and about 63 by
land above Pittsburgh.

Boundary between Penn. and Vir. 4
Cheat river enters on the east side, 4

Fom* miles beiow the bouudaiy between Pennsylvania and Vu"- i

ginia. \t the mouth of this river is a long {tnd uuly shoal, and
|

the ithannel somewhit difncalt. Here a person Ccm be got to pi- !

lot you past the danger.
j

This river rises in Randolph co. Vii'ginia, on the X. Vv^. side

of the \llegheiiy mountains, is about '20(J yaixls wide at its niouUi,

and has some valuable iniMs and iron works on it. Dnnkard's
settlement is 50 iTules up it, to which it is navigable for small
crafts. There is a portage of 2>7 miles from Cheat to tiic- Poto-
mack at the mouth of Savage river.

Dunkard*s creek, west or left side, 2
Here is a shoal but not veiy difficult.

.George's creek, eas^ or ri^ht ]:iand side, 10
Just below the mouth of this creek li's

NEW GENEVA,
A small village, which had in its vicinity a valuable factory of
glass, erected by Albert Gallatin, csi^. It is \iu\y removed to the
Greensburgh side, and carried on by Mcssr.s. ^'icholson 8c Co.

—

This town is in Fayette co. 14 miles S. W. of Uniontown, a'nd a
little below it on the opposite side of the I'iver, stands

Tot.

40

44
48

50

60



40 NAVIGATOR.

GREENSBURGH,
|A small village in Green count} , Fa. I

Big Whitlej cieek, iei't liand side, 4! 64
Little Whitley, same side, d t6

Chauuei near ihe niicidic of" the river.

Brown's run, E. side, ch. middle of the river, q\ 68
Middle run, E. side, ch. near the W. shore, 2
Cat's riHi, channel middle of the river, 2
Muddy creek, west side, 4

Here are two old fish dams, the channel of the first is near the
middle, and of tlie otJier near the east side.

Ten Mile creek, west side,
Chainiel, a chute in the middle of the I'iver. On tliis creek, are
ii-on works, giist aucl saw miUs, u:id it runs through a well set-

tied counti-} otriciifaimers, principaliy from New Jersey.

I REDERICKIOV. N. 1

This is a small viihige ; stands on the Avest side of the river,

,
Washington co. Pa. contains two mercantile stores, and a jiViblic

library, instituted prhicipully bj- Quakei-s.—\Mthin a few miles

is a large hrev, erj- and distilieiy, and t;\nyard.

" About a raile below Fi-edericktown is a curious? cave called

ihe Pantker''s lien.—It enters tlie hill abbut half way from its

base, by a small fracture or rent in the rock. After going a few
yards tlirougli a narrow and descending passage, you enter a wide
but \o\v room, in which you can walk nearly upright—To the

roof of this room Ave found bats hanging in a stupid kind of sleep.

The next room we got into by clanibering up another fracture in

the rock—this room Ave had to roll ourselves through, and en-

t-en^d a third, by a narrOAv and descending passiige, occasioned

by another rent in the rock. This room Avtas extensive, and high

enougli to A\ aik npiOght in, and Avas nicely divided by a partition

of petrifiictions. formed by the drippings of the Amter throiigli the

roof. The foi'mation of these xietrifactions, had a singidar ap-

pearance, something similar in shape to tA^o liay stacks, Avith

their eonick tops put one on top of tlie other.—We had gone

croucliing, pu-shlng and rolling otu selves through thi- fi-acturcd

hill about 40 yards—feeling liixd Ave returut-d Avith candles and

cord to tlie mouth again in safi:;ty. The tirst room iiad siifiicient

marks of the animal's bones to entitle it to tlie name it bears."

James Crawford's ripple,

Channel near tlie mid.ile of the river.

Josiah Crawford's ripple,

..^phannel near the middle ol" the river.

Dunlap's creek, east or right hand side.

Here has I'-een a fish dam—the chute is near the middle of the

river. Immedi.itely above the month of this creek, stands

B^'DiEPORT. a sniall viibge, divided from BroAvnsville by a

chain bridge over the crfek! In it are several meicMntile stores,

an earth .:;n pottery, tanyai-d, a wire weaver, card maker, hat-

ters, a bout yard, and a iraiket house. Tt co'.itains 56 dwellings.

BROWNSVli.LK, ( OV. PEDSrONE,)
Lies immediate'} b<;iow Dm'.np's creek, on the east si'e of the

^.-jver, finely situated on a fi.rst and liigh second bank. It contains
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(1810) about 120 houses, principally of -wood, some hamlsoinely
built with stone awl brick ; a market house, an episcopal church,
18 mercantile stores, two tanyards, a i^ope wiilk, two bo;'t j'aj-ds,

two tin and coppei' manufactories, two factoiies of naiis, one
priuting office, which issue s a weekly paper, a post office, a
warehouse, one scythe and sickle maker, blacksmiths, siivvir-

smiths, (one ofwhom makes surveyors' compasses.) tailors, slioe-

makers, saddlei-s, &c. Witiun a few miles of the town are four
Friends' meeting houses, 26 grist, saw, oil and fulling milip, and
Avithin four miles up Redstone creek, a valuable paper mill, ow n-
ed by Samuel Jackson. Byrd's fort formerly stood here. In
addition to tlie above, a manutactory of steel, established by Mor-
ris Truman & Co. was in full operation in I Sll. A glass-works
for making of green glass, commenced in Bridgeport in October

. of the same year Mr. John Gregg, near Brownsville, has cor.-

trived a machine for planking hats, either by horse or water. It
is calculated to save much labor m the hatting busuiess. Cotton
and wool cards are also made. A. lai-ge cotton manuiactorv is

erecting, in which the steam power will be used ; and a foiuide-
ry, on an extensive scale, has been erected, as also a manufuc-
toiy for making mill-saws. A steam bont was commenced in

1813, and has now made several trips ; the engine constructed
by Mr. French. The Monongahela bank was established here
in » 813 with a capital of ^300 000.

There has been built lately on the town side, a valuable grist
and saw mill, tmned by tlie water of the rivei', in which are
wool and cotton carding macliines. The mills are owned by
IVIessrs. Gillespie and Chirk, who t;Ot an act of assembly passed
to throw a dam across tlie liver, by engaging to miike a s^^fe way
for the passing and rejjassing of boats up and down tl;e river—
This was at first done by a chute in tlie dam, and since bv a
lock canal.

The inhabitants of Brownsville are remarkably industrious,

and the settlement around tlie town, is the oldest and richest in

the western country, and is principally settleti by quakeis. This
being a place of considei-able embarkation, individuals make it

their business to sujjply travellei"s m ilh boats and all ether ne-
cessaries for descending the river. It is in Fayette co. Pa. and
12 miles N. W. from 'UniontOAvn, the se«t of justice for tJiat

county; 33 miles S. E. of Pittsburgh, 290 west of Philade!phi:i,

and 25 E. of Washington, Penn. in N. lat 39. 58. W- long. 81.

12^.
Neai' this place are rocks containing curious carvings, the hills

abound with excellent coal, the river with fish, and there has
been lately erected several wool carding machines in its vicinity.

In digging a cellar lately for a necessury in the town, theie
was found in a kind of box coffin a hmnan skeleton. The coffin

was found stancfing nearly erect, the boards much decaved ; no
doubt deposited here «luriiig tlie wars between the Indians and
tlie white people, at the early periods of die first settlement of
the countrv

Redstone creek, right hand side,
Channel is near the middle of the river, there being a smart rip-

ple near the mouth of the creek. On this creek are several val-

uable saw, giist, and oil mills, one paper mill, and a wool card-

»^ maebinc at its inaitU>

* 2
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Over the mouth of this creek there h«s been thrown a chain
bridge.

Pigeon creek, left or west side, 18 119
Channe- in the middle of the river.

WlLLlAMSPORT,
Is stturtted on the left bank of the river, at the entrance of Pi-
geon creek, is a gi-owing village, in Washington co. Pa. 20 miles
east of W shington, and about 23 above Pittsburgh.—An exten-
sive glasi,-works lias been erected here. Kentucky, New Or-
leans boats, and keels are built at this place.

Parkinson's mill, right side, 5 1 IS
Channel in the middle of tlie river. I

M'Farland's ferry, 6119
ELIZABETHTOWW, 2121

Is a small village on the right bank of the river, in Allegheny
county. Here is a boat yai-d, out of which were launched, the
*' Mouongahela Farmer," and the brig "Ann Jean." The
town does not thrive much. Original proprietor, col. Stei)hen
Bayard. It is 18 miles above Pittsburgh.

Peters creek, left bank, 3 124
Here is a small ripple, channel near the west or left hand shore. !

M-KEESPORT, 5 129
A small and dull >-illage on the right or east bank, jjist below the

mouth of tlie Youghioghrny river, in Allegheny county, 12 miles

above PittsbuigJi- Original proprietor, John M'Kee, who laid

it out in 1794. JSoats may sometimes be procured here. It has

a large brewery, two mercantile stores, a tan and boat yards.

The Youghiogheny is a considerable rivei-, and affords pretty

good navigation, except in vei^ low water, for fifty or sixty miles.

Passing S. W. of the Laurel hill, it precipitates itself over the

Ohiopyle falls, *^0 feet perpendicular. It passes through a part

of Westmoreland, Fayette and Allegheny counties, and where it

discharges itself into the Monongahela, it is about 150 yards

broad. Jacob's creek, on Avhich are TurabuU and Marmie's
iron-works, enters the Yough. about 35 miles above Pittsburgh.

Turtle creek, 5 134

A town was laid out above the mouth of this creek a fcM' years

ago—^but it has not progressed. Just at the mouth of this creek
is a long and difficult ripple.—Cliannel, at the head of the rip-

ple, near the right side for a short tlistance, thence, about the

middle of tlie ripple it runs to the left shore, and returns to the

right shore near the foot of the ripple.

Braddock's fields, right bank, 3 137
Here is a ripple, channel-right ride.

These fields are rendered famoivs on account of general Brad-

dock's being defeated here in an engagement with the French
and Indians, in the year 1755. Braddock's army was cut to pie-

ces in a si'orttirae; the Indians and French being completely

covered by woods, grass &c. while the English anmy stood in an

open I'oad thick set with grass to receive the continual firing of

tlie enemy, wliom they coidd not even see. Braddoek* was

He was conveyed toPuabar's camp near Uaiootown, where he 4j«tf.
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mortally wounded, and the late general Wasliington, then acting

volunteer aid-de-camp under him, was the only aid-de-camp left

alive and not woimded on the field of battle, and he had two
horses shot imder him, and four bullets passed through his coat.*

These fieids are nine miles above Pittsbui-gh, and the ownerf
frequently ploughs up the bones of those who fell in this dreadful

carnage.—It is said that a valuable brass piece may sometimes
be seen in a very deep hole in tJie river opposite the' field of bat-

tle ; and the trees on the side of the liill still bear the marks of

the balls fired during the engagement—Braddock's fields are al-

so celebrated on account of their having been a place of general
rendezvous for the Whiskey Boys, as they were called, diuing
the Western Insurrection, in the year 1794.

Nine Mile Run, (M 'Dowel's) 1 138
Gordon's (now Colhoun's) ferry, 2 140

Channel in the middle of the river.

Four Mile Bar, mouth of Four Mile Run, $145
Channel on the right hand side of the river, which from this

place, ought to be kept dow n to

PITTSBURGH, 4 147*
Opposite to this town is a sandbai* three quarters of a mile long,

nearest the S. or left hand side ; it sometimes remains bare for

three months ; it was ploughed and sowed with buckwheat in the
year 1801-2; the grain flowered, but the floods came and swept
the crop away before it had time to mature.—The channel is on
the town side. {

• Ramsay's life of Washington.

t George Wallace, esq.
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THE ALLEGHENY,

ITS CH.IjTjYELS, ripples, ISL^1J\'DS, TOJVjXSy &c.

INCLUDING THE POK.TAGE FROM ERIE,

(or PRESqu' ISLE.)

This town is handsomely situated on the south bank
of lake Erie, opposite the Peninsula, which runs several

miles into the lake, forming between it and the town, a

handsome harbour for vessels, though it is somewhat diffi-

cult to enter. Erie was laid out a few years since (in

1797-8, I think,) by the state of Penr. and fiom its com-
manding situation, must in time become a place of consid-

erable business. It is increasing in buildings and busi-

ness is the seat of justice for Erie county, in lat. N.
420 2i' about 120 miles N. of Pittsburgh. The old fort

just below the town, which contains the venerable remains

of the late general Anthony Wayne,* (who died here,

Dec. 14, 1796, on his return from his campaij;n ao^ainst

the Indians,) is totally evacuated. The country m its

vicinity is settling rapidly; and that trade in salt of which
there are about 7000 or 8000 barrels enter that port an-

nually, is increasing. The convenience of the turnpike

road erected between Erie and Waterford, a portage of

15 miles, is very considerable.

Erie has a post-office, several mercantile stores and
public inns, and a number of the mechanical branches are

carried on with spirit. The town is well supplied with

fish from the lake, and cranberries from the peninsula, of

which many barrels are sold at the Pittsburgh market
yearly. The advantage that Erie has from the trade of

Detroit, and the northern lakes, with that of the St. Law-
rence and the Mohawk rivers, added to the easy commu-
nications to it from tlie different parts of tlie Ohio, are

certainly very great, and must eventually add importance

to the place, and riches to the country around it.

The following statement will shew the increase in the

* The 1)ones of the hero Avere I'eraoved in Oct. 1809, and interred in

the family buning-gionnd, i,et;r the/Paoli, by Isaac Wayne, esq. The
iPennsylvania Society of Cincii!n;iti havinsj; approjjriated 500 dollais, to

erect a naouument to his memory, the 4th of July preceding.
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article of salt at the port of Erie from 1800 till 1809, as

registered by Mr. Foster^ coliector of tliat port

:

In the year IbOO . . . 7 2c5
]
barrels of salt

1801 . . . 396 I were entered

1802 . . . 8S4J at this rort &
distributed along the lake in tae states of New -York,

Pennsylvania, and Ohio, and a few barrels sent to Pitts-

burgh.

In the year 1803 . . . SrSS"^ baiTels of salt

1804 . . . 3778 were entered at

1805 . . . 7589 this port for the

1806 . . . 7'26l J>conaumr.tion of

1807 . . . 6774 tiiis neijihbi-ur-

1808 . . . 9349 hood and Fitts-

1809 . . . 14546J burgh market,

not including the supplies to the states of New-York and

Ohio—Making 52,776 barrels, or 263,880 bushels of salt,

besides other articles of merchandize, though of less im-

portance, yet to a considerable extent.

District and port of Presc:u'Isle, >

collector's office, Dec. 25*, 1809. S
THOMAS FOSTER, collector.

WATERFORD, fpORT LE BCeUF,) 15 15
This town is situated on the noi tli side of French creek, snd is

the nearest and best pomt of cumirinnication bet^seen that creek

and Erie ; and it is here wher^j : ooi's are dfposit'd to be ready

for ti'ansponation either over the ] ortage, or down the creek. A
frontier post* was kept here tiil the peace Avith the Ti.dians in

1796. It is now destroyed ll lias a post office, seveia! i.icican-

tile stores, warehouses, public inns, &c. and is 15 ruiits south of

Erie, in Erie county.

Freiicli creek through Le Eceuf lake, 4! 19

Muddy creek, 12i SI

Dead water, end of, 14 >
43

* '['he French had p. fort erected h?re as early rs 1751. The Erdish
^owin^ iealous of their er.crosthn'ents on the Ohio, and in oitleT' to check
theh' fiuth. r }-.rogT-esb, Mr- Dinwiddii-, then co'.orjia' goveiEor of ^/iiHria,

, despatct;ed the 'ate Cen. G-torc-e Wrshbieton, the!) in the nhieteenth

yeai' of !ji? aj^e, with a. hotter of reir^onstrance to the French comiTiasod-

ant, Mons. L/.' GHi-dcur De 9t. Pii rre, tlien at tViat g-an-son. On this em-
bassy, Wy.shi nut/ ^n set out from Vv iil's cr^ fk, now called Fort Cumber-
land on (h^ PotoDiJtck, on the f5th November, 1753. Having delivered

his letters, he r^-tnmed to "^Vi!]i^nr5Ehi;^ti.h, in Virginia on the 7Sth day
after his f>ei>ftrturej a route at tiiat period at once hazarfloos ftnd fatiguing

«H the exti-eme.

, Bavisays Zdfe of Waslungtozi.
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MEADVILLE, 1'8

This town stands on the E. or left hand side of Frencli creek,
is the se;it ofjiistice for CraM'ford county, Penn. has several mer-
cantile stoies, public inns, a post and printing office, which issues

a werkiy paper, and from its central situation, in tlie heart of a
rich and fertile countiy, it will no doubt become a place of con-
siderable business. It has a well regulated school, a fixed

preacher, and a society for tl-e encouragement of home loanu-
faciui-es. It is about 86 miles north of Pittsburgh.

Wilson's Bend, 6 69
Little Sugar creek, B 77
Big 8ugar creek, 12 89

FiX)m tliis creek there is a considerable rapid do^vn to

FKANKLlN,
This is the seat ofjustice for Vinan^ countj', Penn. situated

on the I'ight or W. side of French creek, a iitile above the junc-

tion of it with the Allegheny rivtv. It is bounded Ity- large .nid

stony hills on both sides. It progresses but slowly, and the
eountry around is but thinly S( tt'ied. The French formerly

kept a garrison here, which is now destroyed, but is said to liave

a brass piece of ordnai^ce of con^^id^-rabSe value buried in its ru-

tns. It is about 6.5 iiiiles iiortbwai-fi of Pittsburgh.

SandJ creek, west side, 10

Scrub grass creek, west side, 8

Falling springs, S

Montgontery falls, 4
Channel on the left hand side of a lai-ge rock in the middle ofthe

river.

Ewalt's defeat, S

This is a ver^' rocky place, channel east side.

Patterson's falls, 4

Nicholson's eddy, 2j

Here is a sti-oug ripple, channel west side.
|

Stump cr^ek, east side, 8jl35

Channel east side. I

Parker's or Ainberson's falls, 3138
Channel on the east or left s'de.

j

Cat'^ish fails, channel east side, 8; 146

Redbank creek, channel east side, TjldS

Cuinming's rock, diannel west side, 5,158

M.i!ioning creek, east side, 2; 160

Channel west side. J , «. ^

Sloan's ferry, 14:174

Crooked creek, east side, 4;178

Nicholson's falls, channel west side, 3 181

KITTANNING, 7il88

Is a small hut thriving village, situated on the east hank of the I

Allegheny. It is the seat of justice for armstrong county, Peiin. I

about 3o miles N. E. of Pittsburgh.

lOS
111
114
118

121

125
127
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TREEPORT,
A small village on the west si4e (rf the river, at the mouth of
Buffaloe creek.

Owing's island, channel west side, 4 192
Bull creek, west side, channel east side, S|195

Logan's ferrj, mouth of Puckety creek, 4 199
Channel on the east side.

HuUard's island, channel east side, 4'20S
Plumb creek, east side, S|206
Sandy creek, east side, £ 208

Here is an island, channel east side.

Pine creek, west side, 5 21S
Wilgon's island, channel east or left side, 4 217

PITTSBURaH, 1 218
Here yott may land bglow the wharf on the Allegheny, or turn-

ing the point, ascend the Monongaliela, and land at any of its

wharves. The shores of either river are dry and gi'aveily, but
in high water the Monongahela affords, from the gentleness of
its current, the safest haijbour, and is the most eoave«ieatto Uie
eeuti-e of the town.
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THE OHIO.

WE now commence the directionsfor navigating the Ohio
river^ and as it commences at Fittsburgh, it will not be

amiss to preface the more particular account of it, by a
short description of that place.

PITTSBURGH,

IS delightfully situated at the head of the Ohio river, oh
the plain or point of land formed by the junction of the
Allegheny and Monongahela rivers ; the former running
from the north-east, and the latter from the south-west,
making an angle where they unite of about 33 degrees.

Few towns in America have been more frequently or

minute
1
J described, so that it is no easy matter to speak

of it, without merely repeating what has been said by
others. It is a place of note and celebrity not only in

America, but even in Europe. The traveller, however,
on entering it for the first time, meets wath some disap-

pointment The town enveloped in thick clouds of smoke,
which even affect respiratioii ; tlie appearance of the

houses is dark and gloomy, from the general use of coal,

particularly in t!ie mmierous manufactories, wlich send
into the air immense columns of smoke ; there are few
elegant buildings compared to otiier towns of the same
size, and the streets are narrow and unpleasant, with the

exception of Liberty and Penn, but which are thinly built.

But the topography makes amends for all these disadvan-

tages. All concur in the beauty of its position. It is

built on a plain, confined by the two rivers just mention-
ed, and v>^hat may be denominated the source of the
Ohio: this pUiin is confined by romantic liilis, which en-

viron the town on all sides. I'he hills to the east of the

town, gradually attain an amphitheatrical elevation, and
become more varied, as the two rivers diverge, and the

space ))etwern them grows wider; aft'crding many i^lea-

sant positions for country seats. Over tl>e Allegheny,

there is a higli and beautiful phiin, with rude hills in the

back ground : here the town of Allegheny has been laid

out, and some handsome improvements have been already

ftiadej in case abridge should be built across the river, as
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is at present contemplated, this place will soon flourish, a3

the ground upon which Pittsburgh stands, is nearly-

built up, except a narrow plain which extends up the Al-

legheny river. The Coal hill on the opposite side of the

Monongahela, rises with a very steep ascent, more than

three hundred feet above the level of the river, and almost

from the water's edge, there being scarcely more than

room for a road, and the ferry houses, taverns, aid
some manufactories, in a line u»der the hill. This

hill abounds with coal, from wiiich circumstance its

name is derived, a number of coal-pits are opened in it,

and considerable quantities are carried over to ti^e tovv-n,

though the chief supply is derived from tlie pits on that

side ofthe i-iver. Theprospect from the top ofthe Coal hill

is extremely beautiful and romantic. The distant view
presents forest clad hills, sloping into narrow vales ; the

beautiful Allegheny with its clear and limpid \\ aters,

bright and shining, and holding a rapid course pompaied
with that of the Monongahela, which, on the contiary^

seems with his turbid waters to advance lazy and slow,

as if to ^ield involuntary submission, imniediatelj at

the junction, there is an expanse of water of nearly a
mile wide ; the Ohio then passes ofi'to the right, thougli

not with the magnificence and beauty, that persons are

apt to im.agine \vn9 have not been liere, as it is confined

on the left by high hills, on the right its stream is divided

by islands, and from its course the river totally disap-

pears in a mile and an half. The iiill is aviuded by a
road which follows the bed of the Saw mill run. a liand-

iome stream which makes a deep break in tlie hill, and
discharges itselfinto the very source of the Ohio; the first

tributary this mighty river receives : but the roaci most
commonly travelled to Washington. V^'heeling, ^:c. as-

cends the hill in a winding manner, jast opposite the up-

per ferry of the Monongahela, along a torrent which hass

worn a deep ravine in the side of the hill. Just above
this place the river on the Pittsburgh side washes a steep

hill, studded with romantic rocks, and leaves on the ot- er

a handsome plain, where a town, named Birmingham,*

* On the plain ofthe Allegheny, near the Two-mile run, another toyirA

kae been lain out, called the town of ^iauchester. Is it not sti-anp-e that

we must borrow the veiy )iames of Britain, and at a period wheu >**
are at war with her r O habit, how inveterate thy sway

!

E
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has been laid out, wliich already contains thirty or forty

houses, and some extensive manufactories. In looking

down from Coal hill into Pittsburgh, one is reminded of

Shakespeare's description of the view from Dover clitf:

and seems a giant compared to the busy Lilliputians he

-

low.

-how fearful

And dizzy 'tis to cast one's eyes so lew !

The fishermen that walk upon the beach
Appear Uke mice ; and yon tall anchoring bax'k^

Diminished to hcer cock, her cock a buoy
Almost too small for sight

Before entering upon a view of the present state of

this place, it will not be improper to give a short sketch of

its history, and some outline of the progress of its im-

provements. This spot, long before any town was built,

had in very early times been a noted rendezvous of the

traders wiVli the Indians, and was selected by the French

as an important point in the scheme of uniting Canada
with Louisiana, and a fort was built called Du Quesne.

—

The reduction of this fort was at an early period pointed

out by Washington, as a step of great moment; but be-

fore this could be eifected, much blood was shed, at the

battle of the Little ^leadows, where he gained his first

laurel, at Biaddock's fields, where at the age oftwenty-

six, after the fall of Brad dock, by a masterly retreat he

saved the remains of the unfortunate army, and finally, in

the defeat of Grant and his eight hundred Caledonians,

on the hill which bears his name.* The fort was how-

ever blown up and evacuated, on the approach of gen-

eral Forbes in the year 1758. A short distance above

Thi? x^l^in wliieh is of a rich sondy loam, is about a halfa mile in -width

t'r.iiu the Alleglieny to liie point of Grant's hill, its widest part; thence

Uii that liver it becomes nanwver, imtil about four miles where it closes

to the rivLT. But the town may extend as far as Two-mile run ; the bot-

toui that distance ii generally about a quai'ter of a mile wide, and well

ca'cuiated to build u])Ou : a few yeai's ago it was a lane passed tlirough,

v'ith orchards, meadoM s and <^rai"n fields enclosed on each side ; but this

has now become a loiig straggling street.

* G'rf//;Y'6' hill comes to a iKindsoaie point within the fimits of the bo-

rough, eaftw;;rd of the town. From it you have a beautiful view of the

1, ,wiv and the three rivers. On its summit is a mound or ancient bu-

v\ing place of tlie Indians, which is now enclosed in the middle of a fine

'^•^n-den, a.ivl has an elegant summer house on the top of it. This seati
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fortDu Quesne, (which was situated immediately at the

junction of the rivers; Fort Pitt, so called in honor of the

then Jiiinister, was buiit bj Lord Stanwin, and is said to

have cost the British government 60,000 I. sterling, but

has been long in ruins ; in fact little is now to be

seen but the ditch and mound, w ith the §alient angles and

bastions on the land side. On part of this ground now
stands a large brewery appertaining to col. O'Hara, and

several dwellings ; on the Monongahela side there is a

kind of ship yard, where keel boats, and several steam

boats for the'western trade are buiit. The ground im-

mediately at the point or junction is rather too low and
too much subject to crumbling in ofthe banks, to be saiely

built on; although it is said that on the bank of the Alle-

gheny, thelndian traders had built shortly after the En-
glish took possession, an elegant row of brick houses, but

they havegradually crumbled intothe river, as novestige

of them remains.

About the year 1760 a small town called Pittsburgh,

was built near fort Pitt, and which contained about :tOO

souls : but on the breaking out of the Indian war in May
1763, they retired into the fort. The British officers

commanding the garrison, had on the bank of the Alle-

gheny, very eleo;ant gardens, called the king's and artil-

lery gardens, and large orchards of the choicest fruits ;

the ground is now occupied with dwellings on each side

of Penn street which passes through it. The present

town of Pittsburgh was first laid out in the year 1765 : it

was afterwards laid out and surveyed on its present plan

in May 1784, by col. George Woods, by order of Tench

which is among tlie handsomest of the place, formcrij beloneed to, and
was first improved by Mr. Mfirie, a French gentl'-man. lie sold it to Jaraes
Ross, esq. its present proprietor. This hill takes its nair.e from geo.
Grant, m ho met -nith a defeat here by the Indians g-.md French, in the
war whitK ended in I 7(j3. Grf nt thinking his conquest sure, hnprudent-
ly beat the rercille to the French garnso-) ut sunrise. Hut before he was
a"\vare of it, the garrison dividing' itself into tv/o parties, ctiMtlously sal-

lied out under the hanks of the two rivers, and joinitig on th'j back of
Grant, came down upon him like a toirent, tcnk Gn.it himself prisoner,
and cut and tomahawked his ti-onps, which cousirted of 800 Caledonians,
or Highland Scotch, all to piece's in a few minutes. The hit' was then
covered with Avood and thick bashes, which added to the cnnfiision of
Giant, and to 1ms easy defeat, he not beiuj^ accustomed to hght in the
Ijidian fashion, that is, behind trees old" lo,ir.s, rocks, &c. It was the
ignorance of this method of fighting, that occasioned the sudden defeftti

and dreadful eamage of the troops of general Bratlcocfe.
'
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Francis, esq. attorney for John Penn, Jiinr. and Johii

Penn. Fort Pitt being included in one of the nianors of
the Penn family, was sold by the pro]irietors and now
makes a part of the town of Pittsburgh, tiiough its banks
and ditches fonn a considerable obsliuction to its being
yegularly built upon, and very much spril the beauty of

the view from the lieads of Liberty and Penn streets to

the river. The increase of the town was not rapid until

the year 1793, on account of ihe Indian depredations
which pi evented the settlement* from extending. The
western insurrection by putting in circolation a consider-

able sum of money, is thougiit to have given it a start.

Since that time it has increased with greater rapidity,

not even excepting Lexington and Cincinnati, than any
inland town in America. Those places are now covered
with houses, and rewound v>'ith the dm of business, where,

when a boy, I was want to " pluck the thistle's beard."*

Manufactures, ^^c.—Witli respect to the state of its

Kiianutactures, trade, and its pregi-ess, this will best be

derived from the details published at different periods in

the Magazine Almanac, and in the last edition of the-

Navigator.

The following statement of the number of master

workmen in each particular branch, with the manufacto-

ries, was taken in the fall of 1807 : 1 cotton manufacto-

py, having a mule of 120 threads, and one spinning jen-

ny of 40 threads, 4 looms, and a wool carding machine un-

der tiie same roof 5 1 glass works on the opposite side of

ihd Monongahela, for green, and one on this side, for

white glass; 2 breweries, 1 air-furnace, 4 nail factories,

one of which makes 100 tons of cut and hammered nails

annually ; 7 coppersmiths, tin-plate workers, and japan-

iiers; 1 wire weaving caul riddle factory; I brass foun-

dry. 6 saddlers and harness makers, 2 gunsmiths, 2 to-

bacconists, 1 bell maker, 3 tallow chandlers, 1 brush

maker, 1 trunk maker, 5 coopers, 13 weavers, 10 blue

dyers, 1 comb and 7 cabinet makers, 1 turner, 6 bakers,

8'butrhers, 2 barbers, 6 hatters. 4 physicians, 2 potteries

cf earthen ware, 3 straw bonnet mak'ers, 4 plane makers,

6 milliners, 12 mantua makers, 1 stocking v.eaver, 2

iook -binders, 4 house a?id sign painters, 2 poitait paint-

ters, 1 mattress njaker, 3 wheelwrights, 5 watch and

• M. S. S. of H. M. Brack,;nrk1ge, es(i.
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dock makers anVl silversmiths, 5 bricklayers, 5 plaster-

ers, 3 stune cutters, 8 boat, barge, and ship builders, 1

pump maker, 1 looking glass maker, 1 lock maker, 7
tanjards, 2 rope walks, 1 spinning wlieel maker, \7

blacksmiihs, 1 machinist and whitesmith, 1 cutler and
lojl maker, 32 house carpenters and joiners, 21 boot and
shoe makers or cordwainers, 5 wiadbor chair makers, 13

tailors, 1 breeches maker and skin dresser, 12 school-

masters, 4 school-mistresses, 33 taverns or public inns,

51 mercantile stores, 4 printing offices, 6 brickjaids, 3

stone masons, 2 bookstores, 4 lumber yards, 1 uiaker of

machinery for cotton and wool manufactories, cne facto-

ry for clay smoaking pipes, 1 copper-plate printing press.
* In the year 1810 there was the following enumeration

madeby the marshall.

In Pittsburgh and the immediate vicinity the follov.ing

establishments are enumerated, and the quantity maiiu-

factured or value in dollars yearly, set down, viz.

" One grist mill, by steam, manufactures 60,000 bush-

els of grain. Three carding and spinning mills, tv^'o of

cotton and one of weol, amount in dollars 14,248. One _

h mill for grinding flat irons 2000 dollars. Two distille- '

lies,which make 600 barrels of whiskey. Three brew-
cries make 6,435 barrels of porter, ale and beer. litur

brick yards, 13,600 dollars. T wo air furnaces, 400 t^.ns,

40,000 dollars. Three red lead factories estimatet 4t

13,100 dollars. Six naileries 49,890 dollars. Three
glass works, one green and two white glass, 62,€G0 del--

lars. Two potteries 3,400 dollars. Two gunsmitheri'cs

C,400 dollars. Three tobacconists 11,500 dolla-s. Six-

teen looms 19,448 yards of cloth. Six tanneries 15,500
dollars. Seventeen smitheiies 34,400 dollars. Four
cooperies 2,250 dollars. Eight chair and cabinet r>a-^

kers* 17,424 dollars. Saddlers antl shoe and Lf)ot

makers, number not set down ; the amount oT their man-
ufactories estimated at 65,878 dollars. Ten hatteries

24,507 dollars. Four silversmiths and watch iDakevs

9,500 dollars. Six copper, brass and tin factories 25,500
dollars. Three stone cutters 8,800 dollars. 'J hrec boat

and ship builders 43,000 dollars. Two wagcii ly.akerg

2,872 dollars. Three chandlers 14,500 dollars. One ro^^e

walk 2500 dolls One button manufnctory 3000 dolls. Oi.e

stocking weaver. One cutlery 300G dollars. Oiie ^lass

cutting 1000 dollars. One wire weaving, at wliich si^jves.

j: 2
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screens, riddles, &c. are made to a considerable extent*
Three printing establishments and one book bindery."
Some of the estimates in the foregoing statement are

too low for the time, especially in the saddlery line

;

which was ascertained with some degree of accuracy in

the year 1809, to amount to about forty thousand dollars.

In the same year boots aad shoes were made to the
amount of seventy thousand dollars.

There is now in complete operation one wire drawing
mill, propelled by the power of steam, which in a short

time will be enabled to supply to a considerable extent
the demand for wire. This establishment has been made
by Mr. William Eichbaum, sen.

The manufacture of coffee mills and locks by Mr.
James Patterson, an English artist, has lately been com-
menced. Fire shovels, ton^s, drawing knives, hatchets,

two feet squares, au^rers, chissels, adzes, claw hammers,
d©or hinges, chains, liackles, locks, door handles, spin-

ning wheel irons, plough irons, flat irons, &c. are made
in numbers and form a portion of the trade of the place.

An extension in the manufactory of stirrup irons and
bridle bits, is contemplated. A paper mill is erecting, in

wWich the steam power will be used.

The following general view may give some idea of the

present state of manufactures, &.c. in this place. But
these are continually undergoing so many changes and
improvements, that it is difficult to make a statement
which will remain correct for any length of time.

Glass houses.—The manufacture of glass has succeed-
ed as well as the most sanguine had expected, the situa-

tion of this place is peculiarly favourable, notwithstand-

ing some disadvantaj^es in procuring some of the materi-

als. The first was established by col. O'Hara, about tlie

year 1798. Tliere are two glass works on the opposite

side of the Monongahela, erected by Trevor and Ensel,

and one in the new town of Birmingham, under the firm

of Beltzhoover, Wendt & Co. These, with the three

before erected, to wit : O'Hara's, Robinson's, and Bake-
well's, will be able to manufacture to the amount of

g 160,000 annually. Both flint and green glass are now
made here to great perfection. Messrs. Bakewell, Page
and Bake well, have lately built another flint glass works,
in id.lition to their former one. There are now in the

town and opposite, two white and tliree green glass hou-

ses Glass cutting is likewise executed in this place,
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not inferior to tlie best cut glass in Europe. The furni-

ture of the apothecaries' shops, is altogether of the home
manufacturing.

Mrfoundries.—Of these we have two, M*Clurg's and
Beelen's ; on plans which enable them to cast, shortly

after their establishment, about 600 tons a year of all

kinds of hollow wares, machinery, cannon balls, smiths

anvils, sad irons, &c. worth 54,000 dollars. Mr. Price

has also a small air foundry for casting but-hin^es ai:d

buckles for saddlery; he casts brass also. Messrs.

M'Clurg and Beelen, casts iron boilers, which answer as

a valuable substitute for copper stills for distilleries.*

—

Besides these foundries there are two oth.ers, one estab-

lished by the " Pittsburgh Steam Engine Company," and
the other in the town of Birmingham, owned by Peter

Kimmel. At Mr. Beelen's, 400 tons of castings are now
made annually. At the same establishment he has erec-

ted a mill for boring cylinders, air pumps, and pumps
and pipes forsteam engines, for turning sugar rollers, piv-

ots and shafts, and for grinding sad irons, sithes, sic-

kles, &c. " The Pittsburgh Steam Engine Company,"
likevvise bore cylinders, turn sugar rollers, &c. The
castings executed in Pittsburgh are not excelled in point

of clear casting and beauty by any in the United States.

Ironmongery.—This is becoming a manufacture of the
greatestiiuportarice.' To our former establisliments there
are several new and very extensive ones now erecting.—
Messrs. Brown, Barker and Butler have established an
extensive hardware manufactory, w)iere they already
make nails, and intend to make edge tools and cutlery
generally. Messrs. Foster and Murry liave erected
steam works for the purpose of setting in operation a tilt

hammer. They make shovels, spades, sithes, sickles,

&c. Mr. Cowan has erected a most powerful steam
engine to reduce iron to various purposes. It is calculat-
ed for SL seventy horse power, which puts into complete op*
eration a rolling mill, a slitting mill and a tilt hammer^
all under the same roof. This establishment furnishes
sheet iron, nail and spike rods, shovels, tongs, spades,
sUTies, sickles, hoes, axes, frying pans, cutting knives,
vices, scale beams, chissels, augers, &c. &c. This is one
of the most important establishments in the western
country ; it has been transferred to Messrs. Stackpole

* In these the operation is carried on by steam with half the expense
«nd labour, and probably a more irliolesome liquor produced.
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and Whiting, undeiMvhom it is in complete operation.-^'

There are ot'ier manufactures which furnish loclis, fil^sy^

coffee mills, plane bits, door handles, kitchen furniture,

squa-es, hackles, and a variety of edge tools ; it would
be endless to enumerate tae various articles of the mon-
grey, Vvhich are maiiufuctured. The stranger is stunned
by an incessant din of clattering hammers, and blowing
of bellowses from morning till night. The amonut of this

manufactory, was estimated two years ago at 396 tons,

or 871.200 lbs. including all articles made from ironj as

it comes from the forge, from the nail or sprig to the

plough iron ; and this averaging at 20 cents per lb. will

make Iv4;,£i0 dollars. This amount has since probably
doubled.

JVollenand C^^'ajz.—This business is progressing liand^^

S3niely. ISIr. .Tames Cummlng gave a statement for 1812
t\\ which year Ite made 5 wool carding and 2 cotton card-

ing machinesj. 6 wool pickers, 1 mule and a billy. James
Arthurs' v/oolleii manufactory has two jennies, 40 spin-

dles each, 2 carjing machines, and 8 looms. He cards

80 lbs. of wool per day, for seven months in the year,

and intends to make blankets, cassinets and fiannels.

—

Hugh and James Jelly are erecting a cotton manufactory
to go by steam power. Mr. Kerwin's and Mr. Armi-
tage's cotton factories are progressing very handsomely.
George Cochran purposes to manufacture fannels and
blankets in company m ith Mr. Dowling, to carry on the

worsted business, carding and spinning yarn for pmta-
loDos, serges, bazes and stockings. For the first, Mr.
Cochran has' employed two carding machines, a billy of

40, and a jenny of 50 spindles, but there is some difficul-

ty in procuring wool. Thomas Davis has constructed a

wool spinning billy v, ith SO spindles. Isaac Wicker-
sham, makes cylindrical cloth shearins; machines^ one of

whicli he says, can be operated on by a hoy of ten or
twleve years old, and shear in 1^ hours 400 yards of

cloth. In the cylinderare fixed 3^2 springs shears, which

v/ovk in sucli a regular manner as neither to cut or injure

tiie cloth in the slightest degree. Mr. Wickersham al-

so goes on well in his weaving business. Inthc Alnsanac of

the present year ("18! 5) there is t'lis furtlier notice :

—

«' Mr. James Arthurs carries on extensively t!ie wool

carding and spinning, and contemplates shortly to man-
ufacture woollen cloths. His machinery u jsropelled by
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&team; the engine partly the invention of one of his sons,

to whose ingenuity great merit is due, not perhaps so

much for originality or inventing, as by a useful and in-

genios ucombination of the inventions of others. For in-

stance, he has affixed the valve of Mr. French's engine

to the common cylinder, which renders the engine more
simple, more efficacious and less subject todisoider, than

any we have yet seen. It is more efficacious as by the

adoption of Mr. French's valve a great deal of friction is

removed, and iess liable to disorder, as the only valves he

uses are tliose which let the steam on and of; the gole m ay;

instead of letting the steam on as by the common valves,

it is here simply a common stop cock, which having a

cross piece of iron fastened to it, is turned with great ni-

cety and ease. James Jelly has erected a large three

story building for carrying' on the cotton carding, spin-

ning and weaving. The whole is carried on extensively

and is worked by a steam engine made by Mr. Copeland
of this place. George Cochran at his wollen manufacto-

ry, makes all kinds of woollen cloths, blanketing, vest,

patterns, hosiery, paper makers' felting, &c.
Pottery ,(^c.—Messrs. Alexander Trotter & Co. arc

establishing a 'pottery^ at which they intend making all

kinds of earthen ware, in a superior style, to any thing

which has yet been attempted in the western couittry.

—

Mr. Trotter experiences difficulty in prccurin*/ clay: tliis

is a great desideratum,in the United States.
—

'tis hoped
that our fellow citizens throughout tlie country, who are

friendly to the real interest of their country, vvhere they
find any clay they think might answer the purpose of

making fine earthen ware, will send a specimen to Mr.
Trotter for examination, the trouble can be but triBing,

and must be far counterbalajiced by the refection that

they may have contributed to tlie estaSilislmient of an
important manufacture, of an article which, from its

brittle nature, we shall always have to pay double price
if imported.

fVfiite Lead Factory.—There are two red and white
lead factories, which manufacture extensively. Another
chemical laboratory for the manufacture not only of this

article, nut a'so the various acids and chemical V'^P^^a-
tions»isnovv erectino; under the superintendence of doc-
tor B. Troost, chemist.
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StPam Mngine,—There are three extensive cstablisli-
meiits for making steam engines in cjiis place. *' Ihe
Pittsburgh Steam Engine Company," construct them on
Oliver Evans' plan—" The Mississippi Steam Engine
Company," on i-'ulton's ; and Boiton and Watt's plan
improved, are made by rho.nas Copeland.

i2y/7e./Fa/Acs.—Messrs. John Irwin & Co. have lately
erected an extensive rop8-wali<, i\t which thay make large
quantities of rope and twine of ail kinds. At two rope-
waiks in this place the principal part of the cordate for
the fleet on lake Erie was made. 'J\vo cables weighed
about 4000 lbs. each ; and 4i inches diameter,

Soirnip irons and bridle' hits.—Are made in large
quantities at manufactories in this place: and they give
constant einployraent to about rwenty-four wujrkmen
Ti-.ese articles can be manu^ctured to the extent of the
deniand for them in the western conntry.

Wheel Iro.is.—Messrs. Stevenson & Yoiiard, make
one gross of wheel irms vveeklv, at S 30 per gross, ma-
kin;i; a yearly amount of this wevj useful article of 1560
dolis.

Wire-drawing.—Messrs. Eichbaum and son, have got
their wire milt into handsome oneration. and make beau-
tiful wire of diflereat sizes. The only deficiency in this

establishment is, trat it is not siitficiently extensive to

supply the deman<L T'nere is at present a Httle difficul-

ty in gettint^ iron oi a quality sulficieutly good for this

purpose. Mr. Eiciibaum also carries on the glass cutting

business.

We understand a company is formed in New-York
with 1,500^000 dollar's capitaU for the purpose of manu-
facturing wire, and vv'0<>)l;in and culton cards.

Buttons. Reuben Ne.al manufactures about 100 gross

of metal buttons weekly, being 5,000 gross or 60,000

dozen annually—averaging from 47 to 125 cents per

gross—a yearly amount of g 5000. He also makes Ti-

tannia spoons, tin wares, &c.
K.iittlng njpJle making has been commenced by Messrs.

Fretiiy and Pratt. In New-York fin making is going

on lively. It is hoped our females will be well supplied

with these articles especially with the first.

Silver Plating. Berijamin Kendrick has just commen-
ced this business. He plates stirrup irons, bits, harness,

trimmings, buckles and slides,- castors, clocks, jewelry,

&c. Jlr. Ayres also carries on this branch of business^.
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Morocco Leather. A manufacture of Morocco skins
has been commenced by Messrs. Scully & Graham, and
succeeds well. It consumes many, and has created a con-
siderable demand for sheep skins. Thus we go on with
the luxuries as well as the ncessaries of life.

White lead Manufactory, Here also excellent paints
are prepared out of lead, and in quantities. Mr. Beelen,
proprietor. Mr. J. J. Boudier, an ingenious French geur
tleman, manufacturer and owner of the laboratory.

Suspenders. These are manufactured, of an excellent
quality, by Wm. Gore, who weaves ten webs at once, ei-
ther of silk, woollen or cotton. He also weaves boot
web, and boot cord.

Brass Foundry. Thomas Cooper carries on this bu-
siness extensively. Beyond what he casts for machine-
ries for various Icinds, he makes brass candlesticks, hand-
irons, cocks for distilleries, &c.

Trunks are made smartly by J. M. Sloan, who wants
for this purpose deer skins with the hair on.

Stocking weaving, for want of encouragement, per-
haps goes on but slowly. We see no reason why a stock-
ing cannot be wove as cheap and as good here as in any
other part of the world.

Brush-making. Mr. Blair conducts this business to
gi-eat advantage, and manufactures vast quantities of
brushes. Much more could be done were the farmers
more careful of their hogs' bristles.

SaiUdery. The manufacture of saddles, bridles, har-
ness, &c. is carried on in this place very extensively.

—

It is calculated that one of our saddlers, Mr. Little,
makes to the amount of about 60,000 dollars annually.

Boots Sf Shoes, We have about 100 hands constantly
engaged in this business, who make yearly about 100,000
dollars worth of boots and shoes, fine and" coarse.

^cids. Dr F. Aigster, an ingenious German chemist
and mineralogist is industriously engaged in establishing
a manufacture of acids in this place. This must be a highly
useful establishment to our western physicians and drug-
gists. Doctor Aigster has already discovered a sufficien-
cy of the native materials in the neiglsbourhood of Pitts-
burgh, and notliing is wanting to perfect the manufacture,
but time and perseverance.

Breweries. Of these we have two extensive, and on©
On a small scale. They consume about 30.000 bushel*
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of barley and manufacture not far short of 7,000 barrels
of beer, porter and ale, annually worth about 40,000
dollars.

Steam fiour-mill. This mil] proceeds handsomely,
she drives three pair of stones nearly day and night,

which grind about 60,000 bushels of wheat, corn, aijd rye,
annually, wortli 45,000 dollars, when made into flour.

Tin and copper wares. The manufacture of these are
^ai'ried on extensively, together with japanning. Cop-
per stills, will, most probably, be in less demand, since it

is found that the cast-iron boilers answer every puipose,
and the substitution of the latter for the former is fortu-

nate, particularly at this time, and ought to be encourag-

M on principles of economy and independence.
Carpenters^ planes, are made of an excellent quality

and in such quantities as to supply the demand of the

country. Mr. Wm. Scott and Mr. Lithgow are the

principal manufacturers of this article.

Trade, &'c.—The ratio of business of the place has in-

creased still more rapidly than the population, and has

become on a more extended scale: arising from the large

manufactories established, and from the supplying west-

ern mercliants by wholesale, and since the war by the

liansportation of southern produce across the mountains.

The following table will show the extent of the trade of

this place in 1810.

A view of some of the items which form the mass of

trade in and through Pittsburgh, may not be uninterest-

tng : The manufacture of hemp into ropes, rope yarn,

and bagging, is a business in itself which is ennching the

state of Kentucky much faster than if the citizens had
discovered a^old mine equal to some of those of Mexico
and Peru. The quantity of spun yarn for ropes, and
hemp which has passed through this place for the Balti-

more and Philadelphia markets, for the past season

(1810,) stands thus:— "^

Through Messrs. T. & J. Cromwell's"^

warehouse, from May 1, 1810, to
|

lbs.

November 14, of the same year, 6^ !

^g^ qqq
months

—

f

'^'

980 kreels yarn, averaging 900 lbs.
|

each Hemp, J 308,944

C. Cowans's warehouse, 83 kreels of^ ^4 qqo
^ yarn, averaging 9000 lbs. each, J

' '
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G. Anshutz's warehouse, 254 bales hemp, E4,000

James Adams' warehouse, spun yarn >
g^ ^qq

in two months, 3
'

Total spun yarn, and hemp—lbs. 1,378,944

Which is worth in the Philadelphia and Baltimore mar-
kets 15 cents per pound at a low average, amounting to

the sum of S 206,841 ,60 cts.

The quantity of bar iron and castings which are sold ia

our market stands thus :

—

G. Anshutz, bar, rolled, and slit iron, } tons
for 1810, J 332

Castings, ----- •;'$

C Cowan, castings, - - - - 50
Sundry iron, - • - - - 300

T. &. J. Cromwell, iron, - - - 150
Castings, - - - - - 100

liay for viaiat passes tlirough all other hands, - 300

l,30r

Total, one thousand three hundred tons of bar iron
and castings, worth per ton upon an average S 140, a-
mountingto 182,980 dollars.

The following articles also form a busy and extensive
trade in and through this place :

—

Bacon and pork, principally from Kentucky, > tons.
Anshutz, ^ 15

Sundry bacon. Cowan, - - - . 35

Total bacon, 50
^rorth 10 cents per lb. amounting to 11,000 dollars.

Bales cotton 600, averaging 400 lbs. > lbs.

Cromwells, Cowan, Anshutz & others 3 £40,000
\yoi'th 19 cents per lb. amounting to S 45,600.
Cut and wrouo;ht nails, Anshutz, >
. of Juniata i?on. $

lbs. 50,000

do. do. Cowan, - 40,000
aQ« \ do. others, say - - 20,000

lbs. 110,000

F
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One hundred and ten thousand pounds cut and wrought

nails, worth 17 cents per pound, amounting to S 18,700.

Tobacco, Cromwells, Cowan and others, > lbs.

about 5 20,000

worth 13 cents per lb. upon an average, amounting to ^
5 2,600

Glass, (Cromwells) Geneva, worth each > gio,000
year, ^ j i

• u
All the above articles, the nails excepted, winch are

manufactured here, may be considered about half of what

may be called the passing domestic trade of Pittsburgh,

and which amounts to the round sum of S 458,624,60 cts.

If we include salt-petre, of which I have no just idea ot

the quantity, but which I know is very considerable,

lead, the articles of salt, whiskey, country linen, paper

and a few minor articles, which form items of trade and

barter, but which are not manufactured in town, 1 think

we may safely give to this species of our commerce, the

«um oi one million of dollars annually. And probably

about tlie same sum to articles actually manufactured by

our citizens from raw materials. Thus have we a trade

in domestic articles, which are the soul of our country,

upon a rough and hasty calculation, and which I feel con-

fident is wfthin the mark, oftwo millions of dollars annu-

alli^, half of wliich amount is manufactured from the pro-

ducts and raw materials of the country.
.•

When the line of steam boats can be put m operation,

a very important inland trade will be carried on between

this country and the countries lower down ;
sugars, cot-

ton, lead, and hemp, will be exchanged for ironmongeiy,

olass, paper, saddlery, boots and shoes, &c. It is calcu-6 that the freight from New Orleans to this place

w U but little exceld three dollars, whichis less than the

C snortation across the mountains. Agreat number of

h.roes constantly ply between this and the country be-

t^^soTwea^B^/be formed of theextentofth^^^^^^^^

l^om' the followin/estimate of imports fro-^^^

leans, by one house liere. (Bosler & Co.) trom the 1st

April to the 1st Sept. 1814.
^ 1403 blls. sugar ^

Ttaq
1 5 boxes white Havanna sugar 4,7by

129 blls. coffee -
- " /^'^''^^

380 bales cotton -
- -

^f/li
28 bales Spanish wool - - lo,^^^
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100 kegs quick-silver - - 7,000 lbs.

30 suiTOoiis 7 7 ann
30blis.iRcligo5 -

"
"

l'^^
logwood - - - 7,840

6 blis. mm
It is difficult to form a correct estimate of the present

amout of trade, but it is presumed it cannot be less than

4 millions. The number of wagons constantly plying

between this place and the eastern seaports is immense.*

Tiie quantity of boards and scantling which passed in-

spection in the year 1812, exceede^^ seven millions of

feet, all of which was consumed in the buildings of the

town. The number of boats which annually touch at this

Elace on their way down the Allegheny and Monongahe-
i rivers, is very great, but no one has yet taken the pains

to estimate the number ; this is daily increasing, from the

extension of settlements, and the increase of population

on those rivers. This place was by act of congress de-

clared a port of clearance, and at one time ship building

w'as carried on with considerable spirit 5 wliether this has

%been relaxed in consequence of the war, or from its hav-
ing been shewn by experience not to be profitable, is not
well known. The following is a list of tiie vessels which
have been built here, as published in our former edition.

From the year 180-2 to 1805, the following vessels were
launched at the ship yards : The ships, Pittsburgh, Lou-
isiana, General Butler, and Western Trader; brigs »\*a-

nina. Dean, and Blach Walnut ; schooners Jlmity, Alle-

gheny, and Conquest. Tiie Jlonongahela Farmer, and
brig Jnn Jean were built at Elizabethtown. Misfortunes
and accidents, in getting these vessels down the Ohio,
which most probably arose from bad management in the
persons entrusted with them, has given a damp to ship
building, and it is now transferred to steam boat building.
Barges, keels, Kentucky boats, &c. are built in great
numbers, to the amount of about 12,000 dollars annually.
For the purpose of carrying on trade, the following

steam boats have been built, and are on the way : The

* It appears from an accurate account, taken by a gentleman who lives
about fcur miles from town, on the great road, 3iat the inijnber of
foreign or road wagons laden with nisrchandise, which passed his fann
for Pittsbm-gh, from the 1st Jan. 1813, to the 1st Jan. 1811, amount to
the surprising number of 4055,

Fittsbiergh GazetteJ .,Yor. \U\.
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Kew-Orleans, built in 1811-12; Vesuvius, 181£-13*;

Enterprize from Brownsville descended the river in the

spring of 1814; the Etna and Buffalo, lately built, and

now at this place, and a large one on the stocks.

Public btiildings.—These are a large brick court house,

and market house in the same square, with two others on

the space of ground on the Monongahela, laid out into

town lots by col. O'Hara. A handsome octagonal brick

episcopal church, on Liberty and Wood streets, a large

presbyterian.a German lutheran, a covenanter meeting

house, besides a catholic chapel which has an excellant

organ.

Inhabitants, (^'c—A mixture of all nations, though

princinally AmeVicans; there are Irish, Scotch, English,

French, Dutch, Swiss, &c. The proportion of people of

color is not great, and are chiefly in the quality of hired

servants and day laborers. The character of tlie people

is that of enterprising and persevering industry; every

man to his business is tlie prevailing maxim, there is

therefore little time devoted to amusements or to the cul-

tivation of refined social pleasures. Strangers are not

much pleased with the place in point of hospitality mere-

ly ; but those who have business to transact, will meet

^vith as many facilities as elsewhere. They are of all

denominations of the christian religon ; many of them

attentive on the duties of their worship, and but few ad-

dicted to gross vices and dissipation. Luxurj, pomp

and parade are scarcely seen ; there are perhaps, not

more than one or two carriages in the place. There is

a public academy, but not in a flourishinp; state, where the

Latin and Greek classics are taught. Tliere are besides,

a number of English schools where children are taught

to read, write, arithmetic, grammar, &c. Tlicre is a sem-

inary for young ladies, which is said to be well conduct-

ed. The amusements of these industrious people are

not numerous, a few balls during the winter season ;

there is also a small theatre where a company from the

eastern cities sometimes performs. A society has been

formed for the purpose of natural improvement in the

dii^erent departments of natural history, and is flourish-

ing : ithas attached to it a circulating library, a cabinet

of^curiosities and chemical laboratory.
. , . . , . ,

Markets, have risen very consideralily within the last

two or three years : they are now in many articles nearlj)r
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as high as in Philadelphia—Beef sells for 6 or 7 cents

per lb. ; flour S 4 50 per cvvt. or nine dollars per barrel

;

potatoes 75 cents per bushel, and cabbage 6 cents a head;

butter from 25 to 50 per pound ; fowls 50 cents a pair 5

ducks 50
;
geese 75 to 1 25 ; and turkies from 75 cents

tp 2 dollars each: venison 5; pork 7; hog's lard 11;
mutton 7; veal 6 ; and cheese from IS to 25 cents per

pound : eggs at 25 cts. per dozen ; onions 1 25 per bush-

el; Indian meal one dollar per hus!iel—and soup beans

one dollar per bushel : fish from 4 to 5 cents per pound
;

and a variety of other articles with which the n^arkets

are abundantly filled on Wednesday and Saturday, the

stated market days.

Banks—are " The Office of Discount and Deposit,"

a branch of the Pennsylvania bank : *^ The Bank of Pitts-

burgh," lately chartered, with a capital of six hundred,
thousand dollars : and " The Farmers' and Meclmnics'
Bank," with a capital of four hundred and fifty thousand
dollars.

Latitude, Sfc.—Pittsburgh is the county town of the
county of Allegheny, situated in lat. 40° 35' N. lon<^. 80°

38' W. being about five degrees westward of Philadelphia.

It is 300 miles W. by N. of Philadelphia^ 252 from
Washington city, about 335 from Lexington^ K. and
about 1100 from New-Orleans by land, though 2000 by
water. Our climate, though irregular, and subject to

many changes in the different seasons, is healthy ; any
thing like epidemical diseases, fevers, Sec. being un-
known among us ; except those that rage without bounds;,

such as the Influenza, in the summer and fall cf 1807,

whose contagion, thoug'ibut in few instances mortal, Hew
to all parts ofthe United States.

Coal Banks,—This place has lon» been celebrated for

its coal banks, and both as to quantity and (juality it is

not exceeded by any part of Au.erica, or perhapsOf the

world. Itisin fact in geiieral use in all private house-,

and in the extensive manufactories established throu£;h the

town. Coal is found in all the hills around this place for

ten miles at least, and in such abundance that it may al-

most be considered the substratum of the wliole couTit. v.

The mines or pits which supply the town, are not f^irther

than from one to three miles distant, betwee:j the rivers;

until within a few years, no coals v/ere broug'.f across

|he Monongabela, but since the price Ims been advanced
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from the increased de na!i(],a c?msiderable supply Is now
ot)taiued from that quarter. Little siioit of a niillion of

bushels are co:isUined anmialiy : the price formerly six

cents, has now risen to twelve cents, keeping pace with

the increased price of provisions, labour 6j.c. Several of

the ma; lu factories have coal pit^;; at their very door, such

as those under t; e hoai hill, which saves the expense of

ti-ans-jortation. The coal pits on the side of the Coal hill

are a!)out one-third from tije top, which is about on a lev-

el with the stratum on tho. opp jsite side of the river.-—

There are fntyor fifty pits opened, including those on
both sides of tiie river. They are wor; ed into the hill

horizontaily, tUe coal is wheeled to the mouth of the pit

in a wheelbarrow, thrown upon a platform, and from

thence loaded iiito wagons. A "te^- digging in some dis-

tance, rooms are formed on each side, pillars being left

at intervals to support the roof. The coal is in the first

instance separated in solid masses, the veins being gen-

erally from six to eight feet in thickness, and is after-

wards broken into smaller pieces for the purpose, of

transportation. A labourer is able to dig upwards of one

hundred bushels per day. It is supposed, and perhaps

with good reason, that the m«ihi or principal stratum, lies

considerably deeper, as in the English collieries ; but the

i|uantity so near the surface of the earth, will for a long

period of time remler it unnecessary to look for it at a
<2;reater depth Fuel tliat indispensable necessary of life,

is so cheap \\ere. that the poorest rarely suffer from the

wait ofit. We do not witness near Pittsburgh that pitia-

ble spectacle, the feeble infancy and deciiped age, of the

unfortunate poor, sulfeiingin a cold winter day for a little

fire to worm their meagre and chilly blood—we do not see

them shivering over a few lighted splint-ij-s or pieces of

bark, gleaned from tlie high ways, or torn from the fen-

ces, in the skirts ofthe town.

As evei'v blessing has its attendant evil, the stone coal

is productive of considerable inconvenience from the

smoke which overhangs the town, and descends in firfe

dust which blackens every object; even snow can scarce-

ly be called w'nte in Pittsburgh. The persons and dress

of tiie inhabitants, in the interior of the houses as well as

the exterior, experience its effects. The tall steeple of

the court house, was once painted white, but alas! how
^•hanged. Yet all this might be prevented bj some addi-
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tional expense on trie construction of the chimnies. In
the Eii;i;lish manufacturing towns, a fine is imposed up-

on those who do not consume their smoke. Incdlcula-

ble would be tiie advantage to this place, could such a regu-

lation be adopted. The advantages of cleanliness, and
even liealth, not to mention the improvement in the azure

of the skv, and the light oft'ie sua and moon, ought sure-

ly to rouse the public spirit of the inhabitants.

To sum up the advantages of Pittsburgh—It is noted
as a place of manufactures already established and which
will doubtless be established in the course of time. This
place is in fact less liable to changes and to sudden relapse

than almost any situation in America. The contingen-

cies of peace or w^ar cannot arlcct its prosperity. The
western merchant procures from Pittsburgh a variety of
articles he was formerly in the habit of bringing across

the mou ntains. The cheapness af fuel, and ofall the neces-
saries of life, tiie favorable position for distributing its

manufactures over an extensive country, vvill probably
make it at some period or other the tirst^ inland town ia

America. The wholesale business has wonderfully in-

creased within the last few years. The tow ns that be-
gin to rise on the Allegheny and IMonongahela rivers, and
those round the head of the OIuo, and for some distance

below, are even now, in some measure supplied with
merciiandize from Pittsburgh. In time there will be re-

servoirs of this kind from whence the neighboring towns
will be supplied : for the profits ofthe country shop-keep-
ers will scarcely w^arrant the expense and loss of time,
in every instance, for travelling to t!ie Atlantic states,

for tlie purpose of procuriagan assortment—besides, the
difficulty of obtaining a credit v.here he cannot be very
well know^n. Pittsburgh will become a place of deposit
for the produce of the Allegheny and Monon^^ahela
countries ; it will be the mart of such articles ofthe pro-
duce of the states of Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, as
may be in demand in tlie western part ofthe state, and
since the w\ar, in a variety of articles, particularly sugar
and cotton, to be transported across the mountains : it

will thus be the centre ofthe western inland trade.
Price of propprfy and renU.—The price of property

has increased in the most surprising manner within the
last ten years ; it is now at least ten times as high as
it was at tlmt peri<}d. There .are but few sales of lots in
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fee simple, the custom is to let on perpetual lease; the
price in Market and Wood streets, varies from ten to

twenty dollars per foot, and in the other streets from
four to eight, and in particular situati((ns still higher. The
rents are equally high. In Market, Wood and Wa-
ter streets, the principal places of business, it is difficult

to procuie a common room in an upper story, under one
hundred dollars per annum 5 the rent of stores, vary from
three to live hundred dollars : there is one warehouse
wliich rents for twelve hundred : the rent of tavern stands,

is from five to twelve hundred dollars. Tlie rent ofdwell-

ing houses varies much, according to the locality and
kind ofthe tenement; a genteel private family can scarce-

ly obtain a good dwelling under tlnee or four Imndred
dollars.

Having given this succinct view of Pittsburgh, we
shall endeavor to give a short account of the country

around it.

Tlie surface is rough and broken, to use the common
expression, that is, the vales are narrow, and the hills ab-

rupt. There is much of the picturesque in scenery,

though but little of the sublime or magnificent. The
Monongahela and Alleglieny are bordered with high hills,

though presenting but few bare rocky precipices, and the

sides clothed with timber. The ('oal hill rises, as it has

been already said, with a steep ascent almost from the

water's edge, tlie bare ledges of rocks, shewing them-

selves in places, but in general covered with soil, yet

with an acclivity so great, that it would be dangerous, if

not impossible to clamber up. In summer when clad with

green, it has a very beautiful appearance, fnrough the vis-

tas of Market street or Wood street and in winter when
whitened with snow, and be2,emmed with icicles, its ap-

pearance is no less venerable and pleasing;. Between
the rivers the country is very much diveisified ; about

two miles from town, a small rivulet dlscjiarges itself in-

to the Monongahela, near a beautiful meadow, belonging

to ISlr. Beelen, who has made some handsome improve-

ments on his estate here : this rivulet rises a few miles in

the hills towards the Allegheny, and has a descent ofsome
hundred feet in that distance throuidi a deep glen, form-

ino* several very pretty cascades and basons.—The coun-

try watered by Chartiers creek, a conside?abIe stream

which enters the Ohio a few miles below Pittsburgh, 1$
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extremely beautiful ; much of the soil is admirabl}' adapt-
ed to cultivation, and from the picturesque variety of the
surface, it is susceptible of all those improvements which
men of fortune and taste might be disposed to bestow.
On the other side of the Allegheny, Pine creek, four miles
above Pittsburgh, affords a great deal of Mild and roman-
tic scenery, it is a beautiful clear stream, bordered in
some places, with high rockj^ precipices, with a few pines
growing on them, and in other places by handsome vallies.

The Connoquenessing, about twenty-five miles north of
the Allegheny, has already become celebrated for the im-
portant improvements on its banks, efiected by some in-

dustrious Germans. There is a very fine soil on the bor-

ders of the stream, and the upland is well timbered.
The country round the head of the Ohio is im.proving

very rapidly, and filling with inhabitants. It is perhaps,
one of the most healthy spots in the United States ; free

from stagnant waters and marshes, fevers are but little

known. Lands have augmented in price in the same pro-
portion with the town lots; it is difficult to purchase a
cultivated tract under ten or twenty dollars per acre, and
even as high as forty or fifty in the immediate vicinity of

the town.
There are in this neighborhood some of those scenes of

historical reminiscence, highly gratifying to Americans.
Ofthese Braddock's field is the most remarkable. It was
here that Washington first displayed tiiose talents Avhich

afterwards entitled him to the name of father of his

couNrRY.—Here, by a masterly retreat, he saved the

remnant of the defeated army. The battle ground, which
is immediately on the bank of the river, is often examin-
ed by the curious; the marks of balls are still visible in

many of tlie trees, and human bones are yet to he seen 01^

the ground,
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THE OHIO RIVER,

2TS CJTJ1J\WEL, RIPPLES, ISLAJVDS, SA^DBAHS^
TRIBUTARY WAVERS, TOWJVS, DISTAJSTCE

FROM PLACE TO PLACE, &c.

ON shoving off at Pittsburgh, If the water should be high, your
boat will require but little attention^ otherwise tb;in keeping her
bo'A' foreraobt and i'ivin!^ headway by tiie 9p])lic:ttiori of the oars.

But'n low water, for which th^-se directions are intended, it le-

quii-is uiore eircumspection, in the first place, to prevent the
boat u,iouijdJng ou a large fiat bar at lire nio.ithoithe Allegheny,
nearly meeting the foot of the Monongahehi bar. 1 liere is^ how-
ever, a ^ood p.'iSsage bet»veen these two bars, in a direction a lit-

tle above the Pointer junction of the two rivers, to^vards O'iia-
ra's glass-works. Before you get quit'.- oj>\)Osite the Point, in-

cline to the left, and you will gut into the chute, keeping the foot

of the Monougahela biiroa theleft h.ind, and tiie head of that
of the Allegheny on your right. From thence yoir will nad
the best water near t!ie left shore, until vou Liegin to approach

Haaiiltun's (now Brunot's) fsland, No. I,

which you must keep to your left, taking the chute at tlie head of

th<; island bar, close to the right hand bank. This chute is nar-

row and rapid, but safe and ea?ily made, providing you pull for

it in time, otherw ise there is a danger of being thro.vn on the

sand bar which runs up a good way above the head of the

island.

Nt?ur the foot of No, 1, a bar puts out from the island, and op-
posite it on th( right shore is an extensive- shoal'—in oixler to avoid
both these b u'S, keep about three-fourths of the river to your
right, and within about 50 or COyaitls of the island, thence the
channel runs prett}' close to the foot of the i&l.•^nd then bears off

to the right again, receiving the water of th-; left liand pass of the
island, with the addition of Chartiers creek, wiiicli empties in on
the left, opposite the middle of the island. On this creek, wliich

extends through part of Washington cQ. l*a. are some of the oldest

and best settlements in the western country. It is crossed twice
ovef handsome bi-idges on t.hf stage rout f'om Pittsbui-gh to

Washington, and it is on this creek, near the forks, and
two miles b;^.lo\v O.i lonsbur^^h, wher" the late colonel

George Morgan attempted an extensive E.;ttlement, to which.he
gave the name of MOUf^AXZA.
On the left and immediately below the foot of No. 1, is a pro-

jecting cliff called J\VKees Jiocks. No. I is about a mile long,

and finely improved by the proprietor, doctor Brunot, well

known for his hospitality to strangers and friends, and Lis taste

in horticulture.

Irwin's Tnow Neville's) island, No. 2, three

miles below No. 1.

At the head of this island is a bar putting out towards, the right

short-, therefore you must keep about one-thinl of the river to

yottr right,, and atthe,/?;'^; vipple^ opposite Baldwin's stone mill,
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leave a braker or a rock a little to your right. Tlience bear
towards the island, to avoW the secoiui, or Horse-tail ripple,
which is aboat halfway down the island, leaving a bar to the right,
and some breakers to the left

No. 2 is a fine large island, about six miles long, possessing
several good farms and other improvements. It belongs to the
iamily of genei-al Neville of Pittsburgh.

Hog island, No, 3, just below and joined to No.
2 bJ a bar.
This island, though very small, fonnsa considerable impedunent
to this part of tlie river. The channel is uncommonly crooked,
narrow and difficult to hit, hence, the greater care is required.—
At its head a bar extends out, and obliges you to keep pretty
close to the right shore, thence pull for the island, keeping pretty
close to it, and take the chute which tuns du'ectly across to the
left shore towards Middletown, and close under the foot of the
island, leaving a broad flat bar to your right, on the head of which
there is a danger of grounding, without great circumspection, and
hard pulling or poling, for there is a great proportion of the riv-

er runs over this bar, but not in sufficient depth to aflford a boat
channel, unltss in a rise of the river, notwithstanding a channel
through the bar has been attempted by artificial meaijs, run-
ning in a direct line with the river above.

After you get through the Hog island chute and floating near
the left shore a short distance, the channel bears to the right con-
siderably, and at the distance of half or three quarters of a mile
below Hog island, having about two-thirds of tlie river to your
left, you pass the Third or Woolery's ripple, or trap.

Dead-man's island, No. 4, and ripple,
This is a very small island, and in floods nothing is seen of it but
the willows growing on it. The channel is somewhat tllfilcuU

and serpentine in verj' low stages of the water. A bar extends
apwaixls from the head of the island, which forms a ripple, and
which you avoid by pulling for the right shore as soon as you get

near it, leaving the head of the bar and island to the left. After
tliis first chute to the right, bear towards the island, then agiUB

to tlie right shore, atid then again incline to the left, which puts

j-ou clear of Dead-man's ripple just below the island, where the
-water, fi-om a rocky bottom, is rough, and looks forniidafcle,

but is not dangerous.

Big Seweekly creek, right side.

Opposite the mouth of this creek is a sand bar, therefore, bear
pretty close on the left shore.—Here used to be an old French
fishing basket

Loggstown, right bank, Indian Loggstown left

side. (M. D.*) 1^
Here is a lai^e sand bar running up fl*om the left shore and ap-

proaches near the right, and between the head of it and the right

sliore are large logs, the first of which keep to the right, the se-

cond and third are opposite each other ; you may go between

* (M. D.) Meaning measured distance, taken from col. Thomas
Hutchin'a «< Table of Distances between Foi-t Pitt and the ^mouth of
the Ohio.



r^ 5JAVIGAT0R.



NAVIGATOR. 73

thti-e, arid as sgou fis you are past them, iiiclliie to t'ae mkldle of

the river.

I e5,ioimIle is just below Loggstown, on the right side of the

river. General Wa\ne mafle an eiiCMHipmeiit herein die year

1 r9-2, pi'epar tor> to his c.rnpaign against the northern Indians,

^\!^ich tenninftted intiiet^ital dtJeatoithe lutter, on liie 'iOth Au-

gust, » 794. Some of the old chininies of die caLins huiit by gen-

eral \\ avne are still standing on tlie ground, which is an exten-

sive ilat,'high and timl)erless, except a thick g'.owth ofyomig
iscndi oaVis. On this lla'c there are considerable a|;ptaranceSvof

bog iron ori--, as also in the bi^nks oi'die small sU earn abiive tiie

e!!campr;ient which you cross ou the road from Pittiburgh to

lieavcr.

Crovv's island, No. 5. divided by a gut, 5h 24
Channel ri;^'ht side close to the island. A s nd bur between tlie

island and die right sliore occasions a break in tlie vcater, cali^d

iralker's ripttle. Thence to Big Beaver you have deep aud gen-

Ue water.

Duck riiR, leftside, ^i £5

Big Beaver creek, riglit side, (M. D.) 4^_'29

Vv'lien->3bout a mile above the mouth of Big Befwer incline to-

v»rii-ds the 1( fr, shore, keeping about two-thiitls ofttie river on
V-ui- right h:nd, in order to avoid two bars, the oie m;.dc by
the entrance of th? Cittk, which runs down near the right side

f >ra few ro(!5 below the lower warehouse, and ttje other, cuUed
Jolmson's hai-, a quja-ter of a mile hAow the first, aud also near
lise right shore. Belov.- this last bar and opiiosite the town of

Beaver, the right sl-.ore is shoal, and affords ao landing Tdace un-
1;' yon g t down to Carr's ferry,\th"ee miles below the creek.

—

If you want to land at the town of Beaver, you must pul! in just

1 'low the Beaver bar, -where you -wul frdl into an eddy, wliicb

will take you up a ft-w rods to the tLnmony wurehouse, v. lie re is

a grjod landi.ig jtlace. Ou condng out from the warehouse it re-
quires care to clear Join-son's bar wliich lies just below the Bea-
rer bar; keep it well to your ri^ht JUid p uli pretty Well out
into the river and there is no other itupedimer:t until \o\\ .£.et

down to Carr's ripple, Avhich is made on the left side by "the en-
t -mce of Rickoon cieek, where the chanije; is nearest tie rit.tit

shore. Xibiow's frry is GppC::>ite Harmony Marehouse, ar.d

Lawrence's ferry o{)pos'!te TUT.ver(.ov.u. Two-:.iile run putslu
on the rij^htbide two miits btiowc^t! e town.

Big Beaver is a large ar^d valuable stream, 60 oj- 70 yards wide
at its mouth, an J thj-ee t^mes thatbrea.'di at the ialis,"foui n.iies
fiom i(s junction wids the Ohio, above which its navietition com-
menc; s for keels and s'- sll craiis, which ascend to Yotinirstown,
thence to Warren, se; t cf jusdce for Ti'ur.ilul] co. Oldo, 50 miles
by h;nd from it?, mouth.
,Tlif fulls of I'.ig Beaver are a singular, and at tl:e same time a

valuable constructlen of nature. The gi-ouiid on tlie east side of
tlie creek is eo situated tlnit a cana' comnicncinj; at die heal of
t'-iefH Is Ouid be constiwted, and convey water eiouiih at all

seas-^;n? with s- f^cier.t fall, to di ive as m'anv nrlj-., ^uvyc". fjr
ly^ces, ^c. as coul«' st. nd croAvdfd t-'geiher ?•<> the distancv of-
t'our re^'es. n; y, GO miles if the ci,ual w:>s that Ion:-, and it coidd
he canicd up the Ohio that far and still have fall rough. The
falls aire three miles Irs length aiid have on tlsem at i^.es^nt, 4

G
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grist nud two saw mills, afo -j^e, a furnace, an oil andfnlUng; mill,

Jind a wool aud cottoi! CHr>liiig iua(;liinL-s, and other works of utili-

ty. This placu was purchased bouie years ago and setticd by
tj^uakei's, who had xiews oJ m.iking extensiw. luauiifectU'i'ijj t;s-

labhshiacnts. It wiw require ;in iminmist capital. Isow^^ver to do
as much as ouj^ht t.» Lie done heie. Oiir million of dollars well ap-

pUcfi at this spot, wen id yield an interest, superior, lam erf" opin-

ion, to any bankiiiii- institution in the Unileil Stntes, and much
more to the general benefit of the community
At Kishkuskes, i b miles up, Bif>, Heaver forks into two l>ran-

ehes, OJA^' interlocks with French cretk and (yhenvje, tlie other

with IMu'.kingum ; nd Cuyaho-a ; on tliis last bia-icb^ .35

miles above the f^r^s are several s^dt s'.jiinirs. On a nti;'th-ef*st-

e™ biancli of Bra^ei S ndb s above the falls, is tl<e tow n vnd set-

tlement of I laiiuony and ZL'lienople ilai'muriy, iVof i ih;- r-jiid

iiianner in which it ii: s sprung; out of the foi'evt, aiisl •Voir, ti.e sin-

gula- imion of its woi thy iidiftbitarits (all Gt-nnans) it Ik s l^ecome

a ven interesting place, and of much importance in manufactures
and :i!;Ticuiture.

BEAVER, town of)

Is situated three quarters of a mile below the mouth of Rig^

Ber.ver, on a his^h stoiiv plain, where theoid fort MTntosh stood,

about two hundred feet above the level of the river. The plain

is aiaazing'.v full of pebble stones, whose surfaces would lead

to an opinion tied they luul been roundtd by tl;e f iction of the

wHtc^iS of the Ohio, to have pei'fornied which, the h'-<! of th;t riv-

er must have been two iiundred feet hisiher than it is at present.

Maav other appearances in this quarter of the coantiy, go to jus-

tify this hypothesis. Hetaer w s laid out on a large scale, in

17'J7-8, and established the seat fif justice for Beaver county,

Perm. It has a court house, a jail, a market house, a post and
.printing office, about 40 or 5(3 houses a gootl detd scattered, a

Huniber of mercantile stores and public inns. The inhab.tants

expeiienced at first much inconvenietice in ;<etting a supi>ly of

water, wliich, for several rears was conveyed through pipes from

a spring at the base of a h'!! bslf a mile back of the town. After

seveai unsuccessful attempts, a well at length was sunk, which
gives a supply. It is nowards of 100 feet in depth, and the

y};txr is dra\»n by a windlass. There has been lately est:<b!lshed

in Beaver, an exter.s^e breweiy, by Mr. George Grier, whose
beer is esteemed at Natchez \\\:\ Xew Orleans Beaver has noth-

in.T in it to invite settlei-s, but i due attention to manufactures,

as living is cheap, may increase the growth of the town to some
impo'laiH-e.

Oi t mile belov/ the town keep between some large breakei-s

and the 1- ft shore.

Rackoou creek, left side,

This cfeek makes a rippie—.-hannel nearest right shore.

No. 6, first islaii-l beluw Beaver, ^ a mile lon^, 4
Channel left side, middle of the river. No 5 lies neai- the righ.l

sitic, and is very small.

No. 7, .second isiand, about*one mile long, 3
C .'• n^l riybt side, pnMtv close to tlie right bank, at Ute Lead
of No. 7, is a smart chiii'.-.
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No. 8, Grape island, half a mile long, -

2| 41
Channel leti Side, close to the island—It lies mtliei' nearest

uie right shore.

GEORGETOWN,
^

Ij
A village of Beaver county, situated on the left bank of the

river, on a plain siniiLi;.' in height and Foraiation to the one at

Beavertown. It cont;iin3 one store, a post ofiice, a tavern or

two, and a few other sc.itered buitdi'ij^s, apparcntij^ on the dc-

eUiie. A few yards irotn tne op[)osite sliore, a little above the

tt)wn, a spring rises iroin the be<^l of the river tUrowiag out

bituiuinoas oii, similar to what is cahed seneca oil, supi>osed to

proceed from a bed of mineral coal enibowelied beneath the li-

ver. In a low state of the water the smell of the oil is sensibly

felt on crossing at Georgetown.
Channel pisttue town is about the middle of the river.

liittle Beaver creek, rigiit side, j^M.' 0.) i-
This IS a creek of Columbiana county, Oiiio, and a VHluabie stren.nri ;

for water works, atiording water at ill seasons ot the year, anrt a |

fine fall for seats Near the mouih ai'c two grist and one saw mill,
j

and a mile above these is an extensive paper u)-!!, erect d in j

18l>7-8, by Al.'ssrs. Coulter, Beaver and liaMuna.!." I'aree iiid.'S I

above tuis last, is the Fraukhn p^per mill, just got into 0[>era- |

tian, erected and owned by Criiner, Spear and Eiclibaum.

Here aiso is a saMmill, lanyard, blacks>i<"H!i shop, and tue

company purpose making several other usefij nanutacturing es-

tablisuments, (oc which the seat antl water is admir: bly c .Ic i-

late<l. Al)ove tiiis esta!)lishm?nt are a numb n- of saw and gr st

mills, furnaces and forges, atid on the west fork, js acotton card-

ing, spinning and sveaving establishnient, by Mr. Corker, from j

Manciiester, England, auvl others, lov carding v^ool and coixon.

At the upper giist mill near the mouth of tiie creek, is ahan 1-,
J

some arched bridge, substantial !y made atisl .vvll covered i:i, a Li-

ing g-reat ficiliiy to emigrants and tL-avellei-s passing into the state 1

of Ohio from this quarter. t

New Lisboii, the seat ofjustice for Colunbiana county, O'ro,
j

a tliri\iug village, is finely situated on the north-eastern brancli,

of Little Beaver ; a d a!)Ove it is the village of Salem, in the sanie
j

county. On the eastern branch near the head of the creek,
j

Greersburgh is situated, ia Beuver county. Pa. 1 2 miles north of
j

the towij of iieaver Tliis last town has a handsome stone acad- !

e ny, aud is on the ro id t-.'om Beaver to \V"arren. I

Mill creek, left side, ^'
^^

Here t!ie state Irae between Pennsylvania and Virginia on tlvj

one side, and Oiiio au<l Pennsylviuia o\ the other, crosses the
river, running a due north and so itii direction.

No. 9, Mill creek i^iaai.
It is ai»out a quarter o?" a nile long, and one belou' Little Rea-
ver creek—ciiannel on the left side— tt the u^iper end of the
i-ilan I keep close to the left shore, b-aving a small bar covered
with grass to the rrdit, ihen i>ear towards the isltUvl, tntil vou
are near tiie lower end of it, then keep nbout the middle of the
river.

No. 10, Custard'fl is'.and, } of a mile below No. 9,
Channel left side, close to the lower point of the island.
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FAUCETSTOWN, 5 4S
Ts a sraal! village on the riglit bank, half a mile below No, 10.
About a mile below this town,

-i^ittie Yellow creek puts in on the riglit side,
Aii-1 ahfuit two miles Iielow it, :\m\ Uvo above Iji.kei's island, Is a

Sand bar in the middle ol'the river,
Channel right ^ide.

Baker's island. No 11, (cndin^- t yet above Eio-

>. ellow Cicek)
Best eluumel right, close to the rij^ht shore lit the v\pper end of
the island.

Big Yellow creek, right side, . (^i54}
('hannei pretty close to tliekft shore. Up tliis creek are sever-
al suit woiks, where has been made consideiaLle quantities of
salt.

No. l^,Neasly's cluster of small islund?, 2-|- 57
Channel iff^ht side, one-third over from the rl^ht shore at the
upper eiid, tiien bear towards the island bar 300 or 400 yards
dow n, leaving a sniail bar to the right, then tu: n short over to-

wards t!ie rij,ht sliorc.".
-

No. 13, Ttiitibleston's Island, (and a small one
below it) Sj 5^
Chnniiel left sitle, between a snag near the shore and the islan(h

JuKt bf !ovv the island to the right is a sand bar, and a little below
it to tlie I -ft is another bar—there is no diflicuity in going be-
tv.een these.

Croakston'sriin and mill, right side.

Bhick-'iorse tavern, left side, 3 65
Just below is White's tavern, a little beloAV which are high bro-

ken cliffs on the left, and a short distance below these is

King's creek, left side, and a tavern.

Brawn's Island, No. 14, 4 66
On the right of this island is a niill-dam, channel close to the

left shore for 50 yards, thence towai-ds the island keeping it to

your right. On the left a steep and high hill presents Itself to

view, lielow No 14 is a ripple^ keep cU se to the left shore.

Jslajid creth comes in on the right side, opposite the middle

of Brown's island, and on wh-ch are several valuable flour mills.

Will's ceek, right side, 5 71
Channel close to the left shoi-e, thence to Harman's creek keep

near about the middle ofthe river, itbfing filU d with logs and rocks.

.Tust above this creek on a rock under the hill there may be

scraped up, especially after a shower and a warm sun, a fine

white salt. And on the top of tlie same hill there is a spot

whire in winter the snow is observed to ^noke as if

©ccasionM by the internal heat of the earth. At the mouth of

this creek is M'Causlin's flour mil'.

Harman's creek, lef*- side, (Holliday's Cove) 1 72
Here ',« a warehouse, and is a principal place for the delivery of

flour in this part of Virginia,
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STEUBEWiLLE, 1 7^
Js handsomely situ 'tinl on a second bank, and oeoupieS with its

OJt-l >ts, -A v>nv Sue boLtom of the nvti, rich anJ e.vten-lv' , and

w>^ll 10 -med.
'

!'he j»-n«:-tra1itig ey 'S of Jumes K .iS esq. of

Pitt5;)UiL;h, am] Bi/.ii Weiis esq. of this town, ow ling t.).- I; ini,

an>l lor-b.jeii g the [nob.ibie proi^i-ess of setiienienis iu the n'.-^wi

st«te of Ohio, laid oiit a town on thtir ground in the year i 798-9,

an'i in hoiOiir of the famous I'jditu-y ch;-i*HClrr, Bu-on SUuben,
called it STjbUBK.-fViLLE. 'I'iie ita n ha\'iag had a ftivouiabie

bfsiiining. with several fnvourable circUlliSl^'v^ces combini-d. it

proiir. Sivid rapidly arid now coititins about 15U dwellings, some
of wh, -.h are handsoine brick buikUngs. It bting the seat of

ju?t.ce for Jelferson county, Ob.o, has a spacious biick coui t-

house, wiiich was built in \ SOr and a stone jail. The presb\te-

rinns iiave a neat brick in et;K;i-housi'; aud thp trnvii is accoiu-

riio<lated wjth a niarket-housu, wliieh. on niaik-t-da\s, affon's

agood siippiy ofm-^at, fowls, vegetc^bli'S butter, che^-se fi^^h, &c.

A land oiSce W:is early establisbed here for the sa e of Congress
lands.

A bank was established in Steubenville in 1809, with a capital

of lOO.OOJ (l(jliai-s, and a powrr to i'.crease it to 5t)0 OOO—B.-iii!

"NVelis, pi'osident A newspap*^r if issued weeki> . I'iie town
hns about 1'2 stores, several well accomrnoflated public inns . tlie

sclioois of the town are ursder pretty goo<l regulation. The citi-

zens are i'ldustrions and hf)spit -ble, ami they are b. -ginning to turn

t'i:i)i- att'-nti n to the establishment of liomesiic mauuitictures,

woollen and cotton particularly.

"The Sttubenville Steam Mill Company," are erecti; g
buildings in which it is intended to man iiscture fif«r and cotton

cloths, anl to put up atilt-hammr Vnd Vl.-ss'-s. R)ss and B.dd-
win of Pittsburgh and VVeiis and Patterson .')f this place, have
established a manufactoi-A foi- woollens, with th.- c.tpital of abuut

J^iO,000. The steam power is used. \ large p per mill is

erecting by .Messrs. Scott and Bayless, in which they purpossj to

apply the steaui power.
There are several valuable s:ri«t mills near Steuben%ille, A\hieh

sen 1 a great deal <if fiour to Vew-Orleans. Tiie town has a
])Ost-o^ce receiving and dischai'ging the jmbl c mnil weeklv —
'l"he fill used is mineral coal ,ind voofl. Among the ingenious
meeh inics of Steubenville, is a Mr Ro^s, who makes printing-

preys' s of an exc'llent kind. Fro'ii Pittsburgh to Steubenville

by land it is only 38 miles, in a S. W. direction, by water it is 73
miles

A run one mi'e be'ow Steubenville, nght side. A sliort dis-

t tnce below this run is a bad ripple, channel e.ose to tlie right
shore.

No. 15, Min^o bottom island,
Ch>>nne1 on the right side.

Indian Cross creek, right side.

Vin:inia Cross creek, left side, opposite each
other,7M. D.)

^
lJ-|76i.

J^-om a mile below these creeks to Charlestown, keep pretty I

close to the right hn.r.d shoi-e.
"

\

Vbouttwo nilea below these creeks is a ripple, cbaunel close I

tt> the right shore. -^

G ^
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GHAULKST^WN, 2f
This is a town e£ Brook coutit) , Yu-giuia, and has a handsonrie

situation on a liii^li b.-iik c»i tlio Ohio. It conlaii.s ubout 80 i will-

ings, has a muhW courl-iiouse, a jail, a pilloi-y,* a iiosi office, an
acadi:iuy, public iiins. several stores, and two or tKit e large

warehouses, from whieh are <lelivered ar.nuaiiy, vast quantities

of Sour loi tlie New -Orleans Liiarket, there being a number of
valuable merchant mills in the neis^hbourhood, 4vhich depos.t

their flour here to wait the nsiui; of the waters. Baffiilo creek
joins the Ohio just below the lo«n, over wliich there was erected

in 18l'.ij a handsome ch lin bridge, on tlie plan of judge Kin-
ley's, nf Fa\ttte county, fenn. Charlestown is a considerable

place of embarkation, and boats can be had here generally, at a
shoit notice. From Pittsbu'-gh by huid, on the stage' route
tlu'ough Canonsburgh, Washbigton, ar^d Middleto\\n, it is 50
miles to Chai'lestown, in a S. VV . direction. Mr William M'Clu-
tity conducts a nianufivctory of deif wtn-e in Charlestown; and
Mr. Bakewell has an citensive vtone ware mj^nufactorv at

the upper end of the town ; a large neat -Aarehftuse has been re-

•ently erected at the watir's edge, four ^-t0lies high from low
water mark, from the upjier stor} of wh ch the floui is let do\in
into the boat by puilies and v indlasses, at llie rate of fio.n thi ee
to five barrels it a miiiute.

The cliannel p: si Ciia. lestown is nearest the left shore.

Eeach bottom bar, channel right side, 3'

WARREN,
2i

Is a small village just above tiie moutli of Indian Short creek,
in JefFeison coui'ty. Ohio. \t the moutli of the <reek is a ware-
house, for the deposite of flour. Boats lU'e sometin.cs built here.
Here, as well as ;vtClunles:;own, is a feiry fur wagO!;S and hoise-
met. eror,siii.i; ii^to tiie Ftute of Oiuo.

Virginia Sh.ort creek couu s In opposite Indian Short creek.

—

At its mouth is a flour vvari house, and a g'-ml tfivtrn ktjtby
]Mr. Simms. There is a bridge across this creek, at present out
of i-ejrriii'.

There is a ripple just below these creeks—the best channel is

rather nearest the left diore at the end of the bar made by Vir-
ginia Short creek, whieh shoots out a considerable distance into
the rivi r

No. 16, Pike island, channel right side, 4
No. 17, Twin islands, jiist below No. 16.

Cliannel I'ight sifle, keeping close to the lower pe.r.t of the
ujjpcrmost one. Glenn's run, right side, two mih s In low Twin
isliirds, channel oppof5ite th - run close to the riglit shore.

No. 1^, Wheeling island, about a mile long,
Chan'-elh^ft Lie. At tht uppt r end of the isliod, kr-pt pi-ettv

do?.; to the left shore, until you see the town, th. n b« ar tov ards
the i.'-htnd to avoid some log? lu ar tf-e left r-hore. Aftei- p:;s.si g
the town, keep neai- the middle of the riv. p. Across the river.

* Whut a pity tl-M an enlicrht ned people, in an enlightened .le should
so fai loose sight of the cor.unoM pr'nciv'e- o hun-aiVin , if- to's. i before
tiiedooi-, or I'.ublic s -^t of iastiee, fcuch a disgraceful, iuhuman. tad sav-
age niadiinery of punishment
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on the right side of this islsini, t'lcre is a rop fixed from bank
to b;ai'v to facilitate the passage of the icVi-y Hats, but which
prevenlo ihe descent of boats.

No. 18 is i^ii.ie iur^e island, well farmed, and owned by col.

Zaii'^'j, a ^ ery respectable oid geutiemau, and aiuon^ the first

adv iiturers lotiie eountry.

Indian WheoHngcreekputs in on the riglit <i(le op])os'te Wbeei-
iug island, just above whose mouth is a small viilfige called Can-
tO!i, contaitiiug a ft-w scatteied houses.

WHEELING, town of)

Fronts the Ohio on r^ h-gh gravelly bank, opposite the middle of
tlip Lslaiul, and havinj^; itntiie<liately back of the lowu. Wheeling
creek hill, which is steep and 'oftv, and so narrow at the top, that

in some places thei-e is scare* ly room for a wagon to pass alor.g,

and nearly a perpcndicuhjr precipice to the bottom ofthe creek.

This singular formed biickbrmv, as it w. re, between the Ohio
and Wiieeling creek, slo[ses off grMdually into a iuie 'iottoin just

below the town and above the mouth of the creek, bui v. hich

is considerably lower than the ground on which Wheeling stands,

an I in some seasons has been kaOMU to be iuundatid by the

floods There are on this bottom an excellent public inn, a
"w.'.rehouse, a boat y^r-d, and a lope walk, and some other
buildings. Immediately above tlie inouth of the creek there
ttsv-d to stand a fort, serving as a frontier post during the wars
with the Indians.

In consequence of the hill just mentioned, and wh'ch crowds
the town close to the bank oftlie river. Wheeling has but one
street, which is thickh built on for a qu"<rter of a mile in

length. The town has about 115 dwellings, 11 stores, two pot-

teiii^s of "^tone ware, a mark, t-honse, and it h id in lRt)8-'J a

pri'itinLi office, a bookstore, and lib.-an' ; tht- two first qui' the

town for wnrd of public patronage, the last s still uph Id by the

citizens The mail stage from Pliil 'delphia, Baltimore, &:c. ar-

rives b.ere twice a week, by w<y of Pittshui-gh. Wisliington a::d

Charlestown ; thence westwai'd the n^dl is despatched oice a

we^k on horses.

Theto vn has a courtdiouse and jail, it being the seat of justice

for Oh-o county, Virginia It is .'58 miles S. W. of Pittsburgh,

and no W. by N o'f Cumb-rland. The hil!s about Wheeling
contain a good min ral co:d, which is used as fuel. The
ihoroughfr re through '.''. 'heeling, of emigrants and tmvelh'rs into

tb? Ktate of Ohio and down the river, is verv greiit in th- fall and
spri .g Si^asons. Roats can descend fr<i'n this place in all seasons

of the yea •, and thos'^ going down the Ohio fi-om .MMrylMnM and

the lower parts of Vir'ii'ua, if the ^> ater be too low at Browns-
ville, pass on to WTieellnir fore':>b'"kution, wbe'c boats and oth-

er necccssan provisions can be had at a short notice.

St. ClairsviUe, a thriving tOAvn, and s,-at of justice for Bcl-

inont count V, Ohio, is handsontely seated on h gb hiMy gi'ouud,

in the midit of a fine rich settlement, eleven miles west fiom
Wh^eli'-p;. on th. li-ect road to Chilicotht , Limestone, &c.

No. 19, M'Maho'i's or Boo:i::s' Island, 2
Cbai-'el ft the upper end, near the left shore, at tl>e lower end,

;near the isl >nd.

M'Mahon's creeky left side, i
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PL'LTNEY, ^

A smrai village on the riglitbiuik of the river, in Belmont coun-

t?', Ohio.

Little Grave creek Bar, 3^

This bar lii^s in the middle, and occupies half the breadth of the

river. The best and deeptst channel is lietw een it and the right

shore—t!ie left hand channel is narrow, shallow and difficult.

Toniliuson-s ferry, at tiie inouth of Little Grave

Greek, left side,
"

il09
Tliis creek is so saiall, and so filled up with brush and logs, that

it scarcely deserves the name of a creek, and will not be recog-

nised as such by the passenger, [r?]*

The hills of Grave' creek furnish a good mineral cod and

the ancient uiouiils and foitifications on Mv. Tomlinson's place

are veiy hiteresting.f
*' Tlie ^ig- Grave,^ as it is called, is a most astonishing

mound. We measured the perpendicular height and it was six-

ty-seven feet and a half. By the measurement of George Mil-

ler, esq. of Wheeling, it is sixty-eight feet. Its sides are quite

sleep. The diameter of the top is fifty -five feet : but the apex

seems to have caved in ; for the pre^eI(t suntmit Tonus a basin,

thi-ee or four feet in depth. Not haviug a surveyor's chain, we
could not take the cuxuniference, but judged that its base cover-

* See Appendix.

f The appearance ofancient remains at this place are w^ell worth a
visit from every man of observation who may pass near them The big
mound, or grave, as it is called, is an obi(;ct, which on approaching it, t
will venture to affirm, will suq)rise"and astonish any man more than he
is aware of It is at present in the wo<xls, and a quarter of a mile from Mr.
Tomlinsons in a S. W. (Urection. On coming close to this mound you
are surprised at its mountain-like apyjearance, and the darkness occasioned
by the height of the trees on its summit over thdse on the plain below.
Its perpendicular elevation is about 75 feet, ISO yards in circuniftrence
around its base, a: id 40 around its fiat on the top. It appears to be a ve-
)T regular circle, and forms in its rising, an angle of .sbout 80 degrees.

—

I'he centi-e of its top is sunk in perhaps four feet, forming a basin of that
deptli and about eight or ten feet over, lis summit bears an »ged white-
oak of 4 feet in diameter, and its sides are richly cla ! with a luxuriant
growth of all the difterent kinds of trees of the forest, and of tlie same
size and appearance. It stands on an extensive plain, having neither flitch

nor rising gi-ound near it, nor can it I>e tliscovered where the ' arth, of
which it is formed has been taken from. East of the big mound, there
are S-:veral smidl ones in the open fi.'lds, Mud a number of tortificittions,

whose particular demensioiis ! did not take. I Iiave Seen ji number of
thsse mounds in Pennsylv inia, Ohio, A irginia and Kentucky, and have
heard and read of others, but thev all fall sliort of the size and :istonish-

ing magnitude of the one at Grave creek. On this plain and immedi-itely
amidst the smaller mounds and (brtifi cations, Mr. Tomlinson Isid out a
town about twentv-five years ^go, which he calculated would be chosen
for the seat of justice for Ohio coimty. Yirsinia but AV heeling being fixed
on for that pui-pose, Mr. Tomiin ion's town went to decay; an appearance,
howerer^ of un old town stidx-emains.
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ed more tlmn halfan acre. It Is overgrown with large trees on all

sides. Near the top Is a white-oak ot three feet diameter; one
still larger grows on the eastern sMe about hall" way down. The
mound sounds hollow. Undoubtedlj its contents will be nunie-
roufi, emions, and caiculatv^.d to develop ni a t'arther degree the
history of the antiqiuties which abound in this part of our coun-
ty."*,
Haifa irale below Little Grave creek is

Big Grave creek, left side.
Channel right shore—Just below Big Grave creek is Gh^ave
cretik ripple—chainiel half waj over from the left bank at the
head of tiie npp.e, thence close in to the light shore.

JNo. 20, Captina island, 9118
Chf-niiei kft side in very low water, thcngh it is narrow and diffi-

cult At the loAver end of the Island it runs hard around the
point to the riglit, there being a sandbar a little to the left, just
below the foot of the is and. To the left of this sand bar there is

another cliannel, having a lodged log on the left hand—lioth of
these channels are nari'ow aud have very swift water. I'heve
are indeed throughout a good many logs and snags, whicli require
cure to avoid.

The right side of Captina is good when the river is a little up,
it is there the broadest and safest, though there are some rocks in

tlie bed

Caj>tina creek, riglit side, | of a mile below

No. 20.

Baker's Station, l^ft hank, channel left shore, 2 120
No. 21, Wood's or Fish ci-eek island.

j

Channel on tlie right side of tlie island in low water. Cresap^s is

just above No. 21 , left side.
'

Fisii creek, leftside, just below No. 21, 3 123
At the month of this creek is a ferry and tov/n— \ little below it

on the left side is a large tract of land called Sutler's tr ct.

No. 22,
Is a large willow bar, about a mile below Fish creek—channel

nearest the left shore.

fcunfish creek, right side, 5 128

^ Opossum creek, right side, 2 130

Proctor's run, left side (Charles Wells, jun. just

above it,) 2 132
Just below this run is a sand bar—left channel close to tlie bar, .

leaving it a little to tlie left.

Fishing creek, left side, and Martin's Station, 5 137
Just below if a sand bar—best channel ;s on the right s)de of it.

j

The river here winds considerably to the right, when you enter
j

the hea<I of
j

Long sieach and Pejtoivs Island, No. 23, 5 i42
In this Reich, which is remarkably straight, and about 17 miles

Ion;;', are five islands, first

Peyton's Island, No, 23.

Williamson's Island, No. 24.

* JJarria'a Tuur.
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Parsley's Island, No. 25.

Wilson's island, jNo. 26.

John WilHauisua's Island, No. 27.

AH of whifh keep to the left. Opposite Wilson's island, on the
right side, Mill creek enters, having a hiidge ficross its mouth.

Wells' tavern and fine farm, leit side,

Here lesides Mr Charles Wells, sen. about half wa} down the

reach and between No. 25 and No. 26. After a youtlifu! and vig-

orous life spent in toil, danger.s, and fatigues incidt^nt lo h new
frontier coiUitry, to which Mr. Wells mov d (in 1776) while yet a
boy, be h;is now seated hiniself hei'e on a fine farm, having a beau-

tiful view of the Ohio, and where l»e<-'.joys all that plentitude and
happiness, with his nunu rcuu; family \_b^ v. hich. ought to be en-

joyecJ b} every man in ihe h;:p]>y decline o? life, when these

bleSriint's have been obtainedin vutue and indusiry. Indeed the se-

renity and sage like \)\\\ siognoiuy of Mr. W^t lis, justify the conclu-

sion, that his wealth and h ippint-ss rests on no other foundation.
*' Bkssed are the fru its of a virtuous life—blessed he -who

hokleth out to tlte end, and soberly enjoyeth, in his old ajje, the

§o»l things procured by his youthful Jahors." Alr.AVeHs has

also a fine gardf-n in which is recogMized the monthly strawbury,

©f whicli late excellent fruit in October.

End of Long Reach,
A little below the end of Lonr Keach is a large bar on the left

—

channel bears pix'tty close to the rif;ht shore, near M'hich aiv

some logs, dc' peaj^ water insid e of the lo.i^s but may g-o on ei-

ther side of them. Half a mile below this bar is Stoney creek,

right side.
'

Little island No. 28, Bat island No. 29,
These islands stand abreast, the snalhst to the left, and are

connected bv a bar. channel H: ht side. Ofiposite No. 28, a creek

enters on the i- ' s.de No 28 is ^ of a mile long.

Middle Island No. 3'l lies close to t'le left shore, and hi .gin«

about a quarter of a i> ile below No. 28 and No. 29. Middle

island creek ent' ir. hnck of Middl-" island. No. iO is about twn

jiules lotig. and b: s hat a small channel on its left side—channel

right sideFreiich crek puts in oe, th<^ right side a little below No.

SO, jv^st belov which on the riiht banV is tln" newly commenced
>illaie of .'Ye-ivfjort. in Washint^ton countv, Oliio.

First of the Tiii-, e l^rothers. No. 31, is small and lies p.ajl'-

abreast of the uppe'' end of Second Brother, and near the left

shore.

Second Brother, ^ o. 32, lies in the middle of the river, and

opposite it on the r.H t i-ide Stab creek entei-s,

Ifhinl Brother, No >3, lies insf below No. :^2, and in rarge with

it—^channel past the Brotii-.-j-s on the right side.

Fro'H Little island to Third Brother,

.Tu?1 belov Third B- fther near the I'ft shore is a small willow

isbnd, and a sand 1 a;*-—"h.mnel near the right shore.

B'd' creek. H»i t side,

From above this c-eek kf-ep near the right shore for two miles.

\ Lit^^le Miis'^'n<nim river*,, rivjit side,

Has a handsome bridge over its mouth.
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No. 34, Duvall's island,
Test chuimel ri lit shore.

Duck creek (op [>..site No. .i4, right side) channel one-thir<l

over from the moutli oi' the creek, then bear over for tiie island

asiiiatl distance, then again fur tlie right shoie, thence about the

miildle of the rivei- until you are nearly opposite the entrance of
the Mubkifiguni, when you must incline rapidly towaids the left

shore to ; void a lai-ge ugly bar opposite the mouth of that river.

Muskingum* river, !%iit side,
I'hc tioods of tl lis river throw out logs and snags, Avhich are fos-

tened on a bar oj)posite its mouth consequently the ciiaimel is

thrown ovei- pretty close towards the left bank e'f tlie Ohio.

The Muskingum is a flue gentle river, 25U yards wide at its

mouth, and navigable without any obstructions to the I'hree Legs,
llUiaiksup, with lai'ge batteaux, and to a little lake at its

head 45 luilcs further, Avith smalier ones; f'-ora thence by portage
of about one mile, a communication is opened to lake Erie,

through C' '.yahoga, which at its mouth is vide and deep enough
to receive large slops from the lake. The legisiatui-e of Ohio
his passed a lav/ to raise by way of lottery the sum of 12.000 dol-

lars for improving die navigation of these two rivers. T\w Big
salt spring is 8 mi'es f;om the river and 50 from .Marietta ; it

yields v/ater saflicient to keep 1000 gallons constantly boiling, ten
of whicji yield a quart of superior salt \t the mouth of this

riv.r :i ferry bo<t s carried lapidly across by means of a rope
e\ ndingfiom bank to bank, and a windlass ingeniously worked
at each end.

MARIETTA,
Is finely situated at the mouth of the Muskingum, having about
9(» houses on the upper and 30 on the opposite bank, where
Fort ilarraar formerly stood. .\ bank was esta.bli.shed here in

the summer of iSUf, cajjital i 00,000 dollars, of which Iluxiis Put-

nam is Presidetit. Ship building is caiTied o:! here (1807)
with spirit.

—
't has one pri; sting oa'ce. a post oificc. two icpe

walks, a court-bouse, a market house, an academy, tMO ciiarcli-

es, and a stea.ii flour mill to which is attached a carding ma-
chine. The inh hi'.arits are principally New Jinglanders, whose
industry is as nixiverbial <s their svstem of iife is rconomical, luoi--

al and i-eligio\is. Ab'iut a mile above Marietta and on the bank
of the Muskingum are sotne cuiious remains of an cit-nt fortifica-

tions \_c'] Marietta is the seat of iusdce for Washington countv^
Ohio, Lat. 39° 34^ N. Long. S'-J' 9^ W. About 146 miles south-

west of Pitr.ibureh h\ hvA
Notwithstaiiding their high hold banks, IMarictta is suliject to

the inundations of the river.s, an<l sof^aetlmes to loss and great
incouv'-nience on this account. The land a small 'iistance up the
Muskingum is consid; rablv higher than where the present town
stfyids, and the inhii^itmts, it i.s piesumed wi^l not wait to h: told

of the propriety of seeking higher t^TOund to;- their future build-

ings. What nature performs in one period, she may, and mo^t
probably will, pevf )riii in ano'h r,—Tlwre can be little doubt but
that the site of MiTietta has been nade by the oper'tion of the
land •uid waters, and we have no reason to hidiice U3 to believe

1181

183

* An IiidiiUi name signifying " The EUc's eye.-

H
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olfierwise than -^^^ the future floods of the rivers may be as

great as those ^'^^t have been which have made that and otht r

bottoms aloib ^he rjver, and there is rea^n to believe that the

seasons of "gh waters and hard winters are again retm-ning to the

"Western -ountry, wliich for twenty years or more absented them-

selves w some other clime. The same thing is observed of die

risirxi;S of the Mississippi, which depends for its floods altogether

on those ofthe northern rivers. Forty or fifty yeai^s ago, it was
«»bserved by an oid inhabitant ofLouisiana, that the Mississippi

began to decrease in its risings, and continued to decrease gradu-

ally Tor twenty years, and these last twenty years, it has been ob-

served by a gentleman of accuracy, to increase yearly and by
such gradual steps as not to be generally nor iced, in consequence
the banks have, within ten years back, got a consldei-able popu-
lation, which is now obliged to retreat, half ruined, and abandon
totally the fertile farms formed with much labour and difficulty.

In the risings of the Mississippi in ISll, the inhabitants were
much injured, but in !81;i, all have been obliged lo fly, except
tho e pi'ott^ct^jd by strong levees, and many of tliese siiflered from
the levees gi\-ing way. In this y-ear the river at Natchez was
higher by about eighteen inches, than in 1811. and in conse-
quence the losses of ci-ops and stock have been beyond calcula-

tion. One million of dollars worlh of corn, cottCu and stock are
the estimated losses of the county of Concordia, smd this is not the
gi'eatest loss, foi- the whole of the inundated lands are now con-
sidered as not worth possessing, which three or four years ago
were thouglu to be invaluable, and selling at great prices. ]

mention this circumstance of the south as adraoiiitors to the in-

habitants bordering the northern rivers. -

The first sea vessel on the western m aters was a brig called the

St. Clair, of 120 tons bui-den, built at Marietta by Commodore
Preble in 1*98 or '99, who descended the Ohio and Mississippi

in her, went to the Havanna, and thence to Philadelphia, where
he sold her.

Zan^'sville, the seat ofjustice for Muskingum county, is seat-

ed on the east side of the Muskingum i-iver, 50 miles by land a-

bove Mariftta. It contains (180r) 60 families. It is nov\ (1810)
mitde t'le seat of government of the state of Ohio, and in conse-

quence has taken a rapid stait in improvements, buiidinss an>i bu-

siness. The falls of the Muskingum at tliis place are highly sus-

ceptible of gi'eat improvements, and the establlshmeiit of the va-

rious kinds of water woi'ks, for inanufactnres, would be made
here to great a'lvaMta2;e —Licking, a valuable mill stream, puts

in from the wt st sid(Sfja=t above the town. Zanesville is well

supplied with a fine mineral or stone coal from the adjacent liiils,

and the rive'- avlbids excellent fisli to every table. The great

leadia_r road fi'o-a Pittsourgli to Iventuckv, goes through
Zanesville, \vhich sener.lly keeps it alive with iuovers and trav-

eP.e'.'s. SpringfiiHdy opposite Zanesvilie, is also a t!ii-ivi»ig village.

Bi>^i(!es these towns there ai-e on the Aluskiitguro above
Za'KSviit?, t}ie viUhtcs of Wikatorn: ka, Tuskarowa, Xewcom-
erstown, Salem, Gnadenhutte >, SVioenbrun, Phila^'elphrs Gai'-

teutown, B-^thlebem, Kingston, and Calcutta, near it<^ head

—

and Fn.-t Ljvvrence, a V.Ltle below where Sandy creekjoius the
river

MUUreek, mht side. 1J84
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Muskingum Island, No. 55,
"^

2 1'SG-
Channel rij^la si^ie—near tlie !om er end is a bar, keep vic^. i]^q i

j-iijl.t shore. No. 35 is about 2^ miles long. !

Second island, No Sti^ 4 190
Clifinnel letl side. No. 36 is about half a mile long, and a mile
below No. 35. Opposite the liead of No. 36 a creek enters on
the left side, with a b: idjje across its mouth , a little belo>v M'hich,

is the settlement of Vienna, extending two miles on a fine rich
and e\te)isive bottonj of tfie i-iver.

Third, or James' island, No. sr, 5 19i
Channel right side, in the middle of which is a large log. At
the head of No. 37, on the right bank, is the farm and tavern of
Mr. Coles, a New Englander. No. i7 is about a mile and a half

long, just below it Congress creek puts in on the right side.

Little Kenhawa river, left side,
"

4|l 97
Is a long serp.mine stivam, heading in the first range of north-
ern mountains li:,vi)!g,luneus ar^d severai oUier creeks tributary.

WOOD COUNiY COUKT-HOUSE
Stands immcfiiat ly above the month of the Little Kenhawa.

—

The town is s.-uail and not of much business, but from its situa-

tion may rise to snme importance channel past the town is near
t4ie middle of the river.

BELFRE SETTLEMEN'T
Is on the right side of tiie Ohio, opposite Little Kenhawa, ex-

tends several miles on the river, and ends about the foot of Bian-

nerhasset's island. This is a rich and pleasant settlement of

Washington county, Ohio.

Blannerhasset's Island. No. 38, 2 l99
Channel right side. In the cliannel opposite the head of the
island are a niiniber of logs and siiags, easih' avoI<led however, by
care. It is djout two niiU-s long. Opposite it on the right is a
beam if, ti h!.:h blurf bank of the Ohio, and at its foot two small
island -^^

Tl is irin id m as 1 nt lately celebrated for its elegant buildings,

and<-l!i''i- ii.rM-ovcin-'.'nts of taste. Its former owner, Mr. Bian-
rierhasset, an \r\i)\ gentleujau. loft it, and shortly after, its build-

ings weie bai-iit to the ground, the stacks of chinmies only re-
maining as sori'owf(d monuments of their former greatness. The
island is now owned bv a Mr. Miller, of Lexington, K. whoforms
it vvith hemp, corn, &c. There is a fine apple orchard on it,

and the soil is remarkably fertile.

Little Hockhockin<i- river, right side, 5 204
Newbury settle'oeat and island, No. 39, 2^ 3u6

Channel i ight side, fdjout half way between the bar and the right
shore at the head of the island tliere being a small bar to (;he

right. There is a cavern just abov<' Newbury.
Mustaphv's island, No. 40,

'

L^JSOS
Channel right side. .\t th<^ lower end, keep well to the liglit j

hore fo avoi d a sand bar on the left. I

Great iTockhocking river, right side, 2 210
This is a considorable river of Ohio state, navigable 70 mile?.— '
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^~EW La^ccaste^ t^^ ^^^t of iusiice for Fairndd county, Ohio,

is a new and tn
'"^ l-^vv'i, ^;'U:it^J!l at its h-ad. Ou tuis liv.-r

are (i,i4rj-ies n''*^ stone, luiaes jt' ir<;n ore, ami one of le?j} is

saiu CO h y^ ^'<^'^ discove(\-d, sait spnn.!i;s and co:ii also Hboa!i<i.

—

On [|i(^
(.'•i'tt Hockii()ck:ng, 14 miles beiow iV<;w LMieaslei', a

paper tn^ '^ '*'^^'' [-810] erecting bv tlie Messrs. Piichcrs. A-

bout '2-"-"*'"^ "P ^ockliocking, Athens, a thriving Aiiiajc witii

an sr'ilt^'U}') is areiy situ-^ted in a :iij>. he:ilihfu! county; it i?

tJipseat of laiiic for \.ihens co^inty, Ohio. I'roti h newly laii!

fKttto%vn,is siiuHted inmediately aliove tlic mouUi of iiockliock.-

ing, on tlie bank of th^; Ohio

Loe's creek, left siJe,
Jieb^ville, a scattt- ri i:^ vi: ing.-, left bank, just below Lee's c?eek

;

it occupies a line, higii blulf, aud an extensive rich bottom of tne

river.

CliHnnel—Three qmrters of a mile above B lle\ille, a bar
puts oatfro^a the i^-ft siiore; here k-epprett) close to the rig!\t

bank; tiie.ice the charmel, in consequence of a biu* on the right

shoi-e, be-rs hard over towards the town.

Belleville island, >io. 41,
Channel riglil si^ie— \t the toot of N':) 41, the channel runs pret-

ty c:ose to the right -bore, tlioigh part of th-- w.it-r draws
s'tro ig!v ficrnss the foot of the bar to the left, which yoa must be
on yonr ^•'aMi-d to avoid.

Poiitl creek, left side, .

Ch:mn;! left shore.

Dcvifs HfAey a remarkable cavem on the right side, just above

Shade rive)- ; it is in the face of a rock, about half way up a steep

hill close to liie ri', er.

Shade river, right side,

Channel—In high water hug tlie left hand point, or you may be

thnjwn against rocks above and below the mouth of the river.

—

One !«i!e b'dow Sinide river, are U0O bars, opposite each othe.-,

chaiineJ goes between them, in the middle of the river, rathtr

mc'.inin^ to the right Si»or-

.

About three miles furtiier on, are txvo other bars, one opposite

a small creek on the left; tlii- oth r just below it, channel to the

right of both bars.

Amberson's Island, No. 42,
Channel right side—It is rapid water and narrov/, logs ou eacli

side and rocks in the b' d of t!r- river, therefore it r -quires att<n-

tion to the boat's way, and hands al Uk' oais, which, with csu'e,

will clear all u-lth eas;— \t the loot of the island the channel

chutes out into the nufhlle of the river. Haifa mile below No.

42 is a Hat le<lge of rocks on X\i<^ left shore— Tlie chisnnel there

is in the middle oi the riv-i-. This ledare of ro-ks eontinues on

the same side be-o-v the i hmd No. 4i is about a mile long [e]

*L;ttle Sandy creek puts in opposite No. 42, on the b ft side.

B'^ >andy creeiv, left side, 4 231
A mile above t'nis creek a fl;;t chain of rocks begin on the right i

shore, ard continues near a mile be-low—Channel near the mid- I

die of the 4ver, until you get below the creek, then it runs pret- {

* Fq- an cctount of the " Standing Rock," near New Lancr.st r, ;?ce

Bote Ui] in the j^ppendis.
"

^

H 2
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t}^ rapidly and close to the left iVnk. Just as the fiv\ Vp of t
rocks quits you on the ri»ht, an\:\er ledge comuKMicc^v^ * . v „ I

left as the rivei" winds to die right The PiVer here is unL ii , I

narrow, channel about midway betw\ju this last ledge of i^|^g 1

and the right shore.
J

Large sand bar, with willows on it, 4 235
Channel right shore. Just below the toot of this bar, is a ledge of

\

rocks on the riglit^ shore—channel pretty close to ihe rocks. Old \

Town creek comes in on the light side opposite tliis bar. I

Tanner's run, right side, S.^oh
Just b "low this run on the left side of the rivei', is a sand bar, the

J

channel i-uns to the right of the bar.

George's or Goose Island, No, 43, 2^40
At the liead of this island on the right shore, is a large sand bar

—

channel runs near the head of tlie isl md and on the right side of

it. When you get one-third down bea;- towards the right shore
through the bar, having two breakers on your left hand. At the

loot of the ishmd is another bar, which keep to the left. 'I'here

is a i)ass between this last bar and the foot of the island, but not

so good as tiie one to the ripjit. No. 43 is about a mile long.

Big and Little Mill creek, left side.

Two .'nllcs below these a large run enters on the I'ight side.

Island No. 44, below head of No. 43,
Channel past the head of this island is near the right shore, then

it runs towards No. 45 whicli lies immediately below it, keeping
No. 4.'5 also on your left hand ; from which the channel bears

ratlier nearest tlv right shoi'e to Letart's rapids, half a mile be-

\o\v the foot of No. 45. The i-iver here winds much to the right.

Letart's liapids,
Channe:— I'hc cliute through the rapids is rather nearest tlie

right shore, and shews itself by a sheet of smooth water extending
below the main ripple on eitht^i'siie, and A^hich seemsfrom above
to come to a ]>o'nt below. E ter the centre of this sheet of wa-
ter as n(':ii' as may be, and keep yom- bo 't under good head way
untd you get throML'.h the rough water below the rapids, and
there will be mo difficulty in passing them.
At the Rapids, is a m;)eliinery for toM'ing boats up them. Just

below islk gsist mill.—Here, on the right I'ide of the river, are
fine extensive and ft-rtile bottoms : nd some good farms ; on the
left side an^ some farms, and a stupendous hill juts i to the water's

edce r>f the rapids, the primary cause, most probably, of the riv-

er's making so u'reat a bend to the right, not having been able to

bre^k through ti-.e bsrrier ere its artivai at this spot, whioli evi-

dent'" be.irs mi'rks of some fif nature's greatt st labors.

A rail' and aha^f below these rapids is a harn)lesssand bar on
the riiht shore, with some sn;igs on the foot of it. Channel on
the left

Rock of Antiquity, S'549
This is seen st snding in the water's edge on the right s'lore ofthe '

liver just as it begins to win'? to the left. I call it the: Rock of
'^

^intiqiiitify because of its ancient tngravlngs, which coi>spicuoui?ly

shew them-e'v<s on its .sn>ooth, and ahoo^t perpendi.ul. r ft'orc.

Tii'ie. tb sniooth "r nf 'dl loughnesses, has i-en:'eri;d all tlieen-

gravings uiunU;lhgible, except Que, which plainly repvese;^^s the
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huge fi,<u*e of a man with a jiipe in his mouth smoking. FTe is

sittin '^uch in th" stile ofouraativ s \vhcii .it theii- tasc in ca,.,
with his elbovvs restiiisj; on his kuecs, wliich seem to meet his
br^st, his shoulders and h-ad leaning forwards, arwl holdiiig the
pi)e in his mouth vvith one hand.
The curious must land here, if at all, with sraa'I crafts, ns tfiere

are iccks aad logs in the river just below, difficult to avoid with
large l)oats.

West creek, left, Dunham's run, right side, 5 254
Channel near the left shore—.S'^CJ-ease'* ferry is about a mile be- "

low these creeks.

A ripple and bar, le t side, 3 9,37
Channel near t'ne middle of the rivei-—About one mile below I

this ripple and bar, and where the river turns to the left, is an-
other ripple

; channel nearest the left shore, a ledee of rocks oa
the ri^ht side.

Sliding hill creek, left side, 3 260
Nailor*s Branch, ri^ht side, 3 263
Leading creek, right side, 4 -267

There is ? tavei-n at the mouth of Leading creek, with Lombar-
dy poplars before the dooi-. On the opposite side, mineral coal is
said to abound in the river bids. Two m les a})Ove Leading en ek
on the right side, a few hun(U-ed yards fro-n the ziver. is a singu-
lar rocky poii.t, jutting out into a fertile field. It ends in an "an-
gular point, and is nbout- two hundred fcetperpi iidiculj-r hei-ht,
of a bare solid mass of rock, ha\ing a fenced field with a few scat-
tering trees on its summit. Its appearance is novi-l and interest-
ing, aud helMs to vary the vj-riegated scenery of the Ohio.
Ten Mile creek, left side, 3 270
Eight mile Island, No. 46, S27B

Channel right side, pretty c'ose to the right shore, there being a ^

"

large bar extending out t\om the head of Qie Island. No 46 is a j

small island, about ha!f a mile long. •

Six Mile Island, No. 47, 227^
Channel right side. No. 47 lies so close to the left side that it is

scarcely discernible, having but a small channel art und it. It 9
about a mile long.—The rivpr f om L^ t' n's falls to Little Guy-
undiit, presents an interest!' g ?icene. M'ith the exception of the
tAvo ripples below Secrasc-'s ferr\ , it is deep, with an unbroken
suiface of water, remarkably serpentine a part of that distance,
and I ounded alternately by stupendous hilis and rocks on the
©ne side, and f^mis and improvemeits on the; otiser.

Ju-t below No. 47, Kaygei-'s ere. k puts in.—Here is said to be
astr turn of sU.te coal.

Campaio:n creek, right side, 4279
This c \' k is so calle I froin gen Lewis' campaign against the la- j

dian N after t- • bvttle of Point Pie; s i'.t.

j

Great Kenhawa river, left side, (M. D.) 4 283
This is a considerable river of Virginia, 4(X) yards wide at its

mouth. Uy a portage of a few miles through tlu- nmuntains,
which occL^^ons the fid's, a communication may h^' had, by way
ol tlie Green Rriar branch of the Kenh iw>, with t',e ht-ad waters
ol the AJ >r,OM-ahela river, and also M-itN i' w. ters of Jtimts's
riyer, which falls into Ilaiaptou Roa<.ls, on the coai,t of Virginia,
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and whirti is navigable for ships of 40 guns to Jamestown, nnd

those 0= ''^5 tons burden go as far as Rock, t's, one mile below

itichuond. Ihe head branches of the Gi-eat Kenhawa inter-

lock -vith those of the Holstein river. The newly commenced
salJ wo -ks on the Kenhawa, and the iTiicommon stren;»th of the

vater, Mhich is fomid in abundance, ai'e of immense value to the

« .stern countr, —For a more particular account of which see

appendix, note [^f^.
POINT PLEASANT,

Is pleasant!;.- situated immediately above the mouth of the Great
Kenhawa, on an extensive and fertile bottom of tlie Ohio, of which
it has a fine prospect up and do\\ n that river. It is the seat of

justice for Mason county, Virginia, contains about 1 5 or 20 fami-

lies, a log court-house, log jail, and as usual, (but unfortunately,)

in the \'irgiiiia towns, a pilloiy and wluppiiig post [_§•] Point
Pieasimt seems leather on the stand in point of improv<^ment,
rrising, it is said, from thi^ difficulty in establishing the land tlth'S.

It is, however, a considerable ]>!nce of embarkation for those de-
scending the Ohio from the back and western parts of Vu'ginia.

There is one merchant in Point Pleasant, Mr. "William Langtry.
Charlestoivii, a post and county town for Kenhawa county, is

situated 60 miles up the Kenliawa river on the east side. The
salt works commence 2 miles abce Charlestown, and continue

itp the river for tvlve niiles above it

Fair Haven is a pleasantly situaCed village opposite Point Plea-

sant, right hank of the Ohio.

From Point Pleasant incline over to the right shore. The riv-

er here winds to the right

Galliopolis Island, No. 48, S>i^

Channel left side and neartJie head of the island ; when half Avay

down, the channel runs towards the left shore, then towaixls the

town of Galliopolis. No. 48 lies close to the right shore in the

bend, is lialf a mile long, and three quarters above the town.

GALLIOPOLIS, 1 ^"^

Is finely situated on a high second bank of (he Ohio, in a fertile

and extensive bottom, commanding a handsome view of the river.

About twenty -iive years ago, Galliopolis was s^rttied by 100
French families, wlio had been lured here from favourable repre-

sentations ofthe country, and the cheapness of the la; d they had
pui-chased for settlemeiit. Their titles proving bad the inhabit-

ants, reduced and mortified, were obliged to abandon thrir estab-

lisment of an intended city, [/i] Since which it has been settled

by Americans, a few of the original families excepted, and is now
in thriving condition, being the seat of justice for Gallia county,
Ohio. It possesses about fifty or sixty families, and sevend hand-
some buildings, a brick couit-l:ouse, with a cupola for a bell not
yet hung (Oct 1 H\2)—a log jail, a neat two story brick building,

foi' tKe double purpose of an academy and church, 4 n-ercaiitile

stores, tAvo taverns, a baker, and a good proportion of industrious

iDPchanyiks Several new brick buildings are on the wav of com-
pletion. It is R> miles from G.alliopolis to Chilieotlie Five
years ago, part of the first bank s'ipt into the river, which has ve-
ly much ii^ui-ed the lower landing.

At and felovv Galliopolis, the river winds southwesterly to a
south dirccfon. At the lower end of the first right htmd point
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below the town, on the ri»ht hand, are some snags extending »

half way across the river, keep them on the light hand.
j

First Island below Galiiopolis, No. 49, 5g9S
Channel past No. 49 begins in the middle of the river between
it and the left shore, and then bears towai-ds the foot of the
island, opposite m hich, in the middle of the river, are some rocks
and snags, which, keep to the left. Rackoon creek, right side,

enters two miles below No. 49.

Meridian creek, left shore, a run below it, 10
Eighteen Mile creek, right side, 2
Swan creek, rig] it side, a run above it, 2
Little Gujundat creek, left side, 1

Green Bottom ripple six miles below Ijittle Guyundat. Chan-
nel, one-third over from the left sliore at the upper end of the
ripple, then draw over for the right shore. This is a bad ripple.

Hanging Rock. Two miles above this rock is a sand bar on
the left shore—Channel close to the right shore.

Federal creek, right side, 7|314
Nine Mile creek, left side, 5;319

Seven Mile creek, same side, 2J321
Bkili* and tavern, ri^l.t side, 1-322

The bniik here is washing away, and leaves a veiy craggy shore.
\

Big Guyundat river, 80 yards wide, left side, 5,32r
Here is a long and difficult ripple—Channel, above the river, is

Bear the left shore, when in full sight of its mouth, it crosses the
river suddenly, until near the right shore, then it bear towards
the middle of the river. This ripple continues to a creek one
mile b low Guyundat, Indian Gnt/tmdat puts in opposite Big
Guyund;it, right side.

At and below the mouth of this river, on a high bluff bank,
stands the village of Quyundat, 1t is small, and seems rather on
the decline since the seat of justice for K( nhaAva county, wns
removed from it. Above the mouth of this river are several

houses, which seem to have the principal business of the place.

Ju.st below Guyundat. the Ohio winds considerably to the S.

S. W. and presents a smooth unbi^oken sheet of water for nine
miles at one view, not exceeded in beauty of prospt. ct by any
place between Pittsburgh and Natchez. The settlements above
and below Guyundat, a.e numerous and Tery fine on both sides

of the Dhio.

Symms', right side, 4 331
Buffalo creek, ri^ht side, 2 333
Ten Pole creek, left side, 1^334

With H hi'ili b-idi^e over its mouth.
{

Twelve Pole, a line creek, left side, 1335
Great Sandy, or Tottery river, left side,

(M.D.) di^^i^

Just above Sandv is n hai^— channel in the middle of the rive--

throu^j;!) tlie- bar. ff^lf r mile h( lowisn gut
Great Sandy is the dividins: line b- tween Virginia ^\\\\ Ktn-

tui-ky. It is navi:cilde with h .It* hU' t<> th-^' Oa^siw^o i'.omibtin.

It passes tlvough a range oi tlie Cttioberlaml luouutauis, mid
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heads near a head branch of Clinch river.—The long reed oi\ :•

Cai olina cane grows on this river in abundance ; bein^ an ever- \
green, it affords fine tood tor cattle during winter. The Great

'

Ka|»ids of Sandy are about 50 miles abeve its mouth.
l'\oni Gieat Sundy, the Ohio winds to tiie N. W. by N. thence

S W. thence N. W by W. in which last direction, seven nules.

below Sandy, you iiave anothei- beautiful view of the river six

miles in extent, with an unbroken surface, and fine farms on
bo h sides. Tlie banks, however, along here, arc mucii clispos"-

ed to ^.lipping^ which injures their api;earance, and in some cas-

es renders t dangerous to i UiUI near their edges.

Hood's creek^ left side, 4^
Ice creek, right side,

{^toner's creek, right side,
Froi:i Stoner's creek, W . N . W. t' . W. Immediately above and
beio«\ the bluff or hanging rock, 2 miles below Stoner's creek,

two ri us enter, right side.

F«"i gusou's bar,

A eood channel on tht right shore. Th^ water from tliis bar to

one mile below Little Sandy is very sliallow.

Little Sandy creek, left side,

Channel in the middk- of the river.

BURKSBURGH,
A toAvn lard out by Mr. Jotai Gabriel (lervais, on the right bank

of the Ohio, included in the tract of '^24,1)00 acres, gi-antcd by

Congri ss to the French inhabitants of Galiiopolis.* The town

has not progressed.

Hale's or Pine creek, right side, 1

This is a long winding creek, passing through the Fi-ench Grant,

Little Sciota river, riglit side,

A ledge of roeks puts out here and extends half across the river
.—the channel at the upprr end of the bar is near the left shore

;

at t!ie lower end, clopje nidund the rocks.

H;df a mile below Little Sciota is another bar extending also

half way across the river.: channt-l midway betw een the priint of

th« bar and the left shore. Just below this last bar on the right

bank is Stovy Point ; and a little above it is every appearance

of a body of iron ore

Tyger's creek . left side,

Big 'Sciota, [i] (M D.)

PORTSMOU PH,

A village pleasant'v situnte 1 tin-er qujtrters of a mile above the

mout}' dt* e IJig Sciota, O' a high bank, and in :> fine and exten-

sive lyittom off'M-tile land. It is in Sciota county, Ohio, and a])-

pear.« to be thriving froru the newness of several of itf- buiiiliegs,

of w^'ich, it containK about :'0, som*' ne;.tly built with briek two

stoi' s, three taverns, one comm.ssior. warehouse. The laiid
j

frrm ihe lower enil of the town !>. comes low and continues sn f I

^t. Sciota, in coisetjuence, it is sulject to the floods of the ri>
j

ers Go<KlsiMtend;d for the Sciota country, ai-e depos'ted he^
|

jp .. ^^ bouses suited to tb.eir rece])tion thence they are ship'^"

.;• p rticu'- ''s respecting this grant, called the Frer^ Granf, see

«Ot,e L^] Appendix,

346
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up that river hi keel boats.—The Sciota Salt-works are about 20

miles N. E. tVom Portsmouth.

ALEXANDRIA
Stands on a fine high bank, just beloA\' the Sciota river. It is also

in Sciota county, contains 15 or 20 houses, a stone house tavern,

nnd several new buildings appear going up. *•

I'he situation of these villages, Avith the high and conic formed
hills on the opposite side of the river, faced with towering per-

l)CMidicular rocks, v hose summits bear a thin growth of pine,

hemlock, &c.—these, combined with the beauty of the Ohio,

V ith its serpentine wuidings—altogether present a scene to the

passing observer, M once subUme and highly interesting.

Channel past Portsmouth is near the middle of the river. On
tlie left side of the Ohio opposite the Sciota, is a sand bar, and
there are some logs and snags near the middle of the river oppo-
site Alexandria. The i-iver now winds to the S. then S- W. by
S. thence nearly S. E.

Turkey creek, Coneck hills, left side, 5 395
Iliilf a m.ile above this'creek resides major Belisle.

j

Conoconneqiie creek, left side, (Coglins) 9 404
Island No. 50. This is a willow island and bar, lying close to

tl'.e right shore between Conoconneque and a small creelsLOii tlie

light side called Po?id creek. I'he channel begins half way be-

Uveen the island and left shore, then it bears off round a bar at

the mouth of Conoconneque creek, thence it turns short to the

left shore, to avoid the island bar which reaches nearly across the

river—tlience it keeps that shore for a small distance, then runs

to the middle of the liver, the left shore below being full of rocks

: nd sunken trees.

A bar five miles below Pond creek, channel uear the left

shore.

Twin creeks, close together, right side.

Salt creek, left side, just below Twin creeks,
This creek empties in just below a short tui'n of the Ohio to the

right; and near its mouth are some salt furnaces, h\ a little

tjwn called vanceville, at which are made large quantities of

salt—From these salt works to Lexington it is 70 miles.

Tlie best water here is in the middle of the river, both beach-

es being very rocky ; but there is a good landing place in an ed-

{]} 400 yaixls above the creek, and also at the mouth of the

< :-cek,

1,1 high water the rocks and eddy form a w hirlpool.

Quick's run, left side,

Ciiaimel close to the left shore.

pond run, left, Stout's run, right side, 5

Giitham's station, and Kennedy's bottom, left

side.
.fust above No. 51, above which for six miles you have it in sight,

\, ith a most.eliarming view of the river, which runs here about a

N. W."by W. dire ctiou. Kctr.iedy's bottom is extensive and fine

fuMicd, having a vuiy fertile soil The buildings on the bottom

f. oitti'ig the river, aytpear on the decline. The river here k a-

i out Im'f a mile v ide.

^\'.ilson\« island^ No. 51, 3^
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Channel left side.—Approach towards the head of No. 51, Uiente
tlie current draws to the left shore, and when half way down,
pull ovei- for the island, and pass pretty close to its foot, bearing
towai-ds tlie right shore, keeping a large log to the left, a small
distance below which is a sawyer, which keep to the right. In
a very low scute of the river, the right side of No. 51, has the
wiost water, but it is a crooked channel, narrow and dangerous,
l!>'-ing filled m ith logs and rocks, No. 51 is a small willow island.

—

There is a small bar close to the left shore, opposite the bar at-

tached to the head of Wilson's island
; you keep it of course on

-jour left hand and the island bar on your right.

ADAMSVILLK,
Is a small village of Adams county, Ohio, standing just below the
mouth of Brush creek, and opposite Wilson's island. It was
fonnerly tlie seat cf justice for Adams county, but which has
been removed to West Union, 18 milcsN. W^. from Adanssville.

Its site is lew, and in some seasons subject to inundation, liriish

creek heads in Highland county, having at its source the \iii:ige

of ^''e-w Mavhet.
S ycamore creek, left side,

Abo ut two miles below No. si—from it to the Two islands the
ch:Au nel is near the left shore. Donaldson^a creek, two miles
belo w Sycamore. Five miles below No. 5l> on the top of a high
hill, on the left side, is seen a handsQm^ ^welling, from which;

the re i§ a m6si charnilng view of the river,, ^ ^

Two islamk, No^. 53 and 5o, nearly abreast, 17 439
^\\ annel left of i'Oth these islands, about midway between the

\\ e ad of No. 5'i, the smallest, and tlxe left shore. Fi-om No. 5'2

the current inclines toward the foot of Ma&sey's, the largest

island, No. 53, thence towards the town. It is a fine deep
smooth channel ; the left bank opposite No. 52 is giving v ay to

the pn-wer of the current. Massey's island is about a mile long,

has a Sue farm on it, and lies near the right shore, No. S'i is quite

small and oicasions the river to belly considerably to the left.

—

In low water thei'e is !io i)as3Mge between these islands, other

than on a dry sand bar. ilie river past Manchester runs about

a west direction, then W. S. W.
MANCHESTER,

A village of Adams county, Ohio, pleasantly seated on the right

bank of the ri^/er, stretching along above and below the foot of

Masse\ 's island. It contains :ibout '25 houses, some neatly built

with biick, all fronting the river, and thereby scattrred. The
bottom back and adjoining the town is extensive and lertile, w ith

good farms on it.

Isaac's creek puts in one mile below Manchester, on the right

side, and opposite it on the left shore is a sand bar, therefore,

the channel runs rather nearest the right side of the river.

Crooked creek, left side, 4|;444^

Cabi.i creek, left side, 1*446

440

William Brooke's creek, left side,

A sand bar on the right shore ; best channel is near but not close

to the left bank.

Madison's and the town of liberty, left side,

about two miles below William BroQl>e^,

449
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Limestone creek, and town of maysville, 3 452
This is the oldest and most accustomed landing phice on the

Ohio. The landing is good^ and the mouth of the creek affords

a safe harbour lor boats. At the landing are several warehouses

well accommodated for the stor.sge of merchandise, wares, he.

these are kept by Messrs. January, Martin, and Chambers,

whose obliging and accommodating dispositions, render the trans-

action of business with them safe and comfortable.—Their charg-

es and commissions are considered moderate, and theii" attention

strict and punctual.

Maysville is in Mason county, (K) situated on the south side of

- the Ohio, and on the west side of Limestone creek. It stands on a

lofty and uneven hank, having the river hill close behind it, &nd

is not seen from the river until you ai'e within two miles of tlie

town.—There is, however, a great deal of business done here ; it

has about "0 houses, a post office, several mercantile stores, and
public inns. Vessels of considerable buixlen have been built here,

launched and taken down the Mississippi with success. It is 4

miles north-east ofWashington, the seatofjustlce for Mason coun-

ty. [Jc~\ It has an extensive rope walk, owned by Mr. John
Armstrong.
To give the reader some idea of the business of this little town,

we info"m him, that during the boating season of 1812, there

B'ere, according to Mr. Hart's account, shipped from Maysville

landing, bound to Pittsbui-gh, Kentucky produce to the amount of

iOOO tons, couoisting of salt-petre, tobacco, hemp, spun yarn, cor-

dage, gun powder, &c.

CHARLESTOWN, 6458
A small \illage standmg on the left bank of the Ohio. Just be- i

low Charlestown there is a lai'ge sand bar—channel between the '

bar ind the town, then crosses over towards the foot of the bar. !

The right side of the bar is good when the water is in tolerable I

navigable order. The bar heads at the lower end ofthe town. I

Eagle creek, right side, 4 46^^
This is the first water of any consequence below Limestone. It

runs through Adams and heads in Highland county, Ohio. It has
East fork, Hill's fork, and Rattlesnake fork as tributaries. The
village of St Clairsville is situated between the two last, in Ad-
ams county.

Straight creek, right side, 6 468
Opposite this creek is a sand bar, channel left shore. White

j

0«A^ creek, right side, is some distance below Straight creek,
J

and is.a pretty large creek. I

Bracken creek, left side, 4 472
Opposite this creek is a sand bar, channel left shore. I

AUGUSTA, *

1 4rS
.Is a handsome village very pleasantly situated on the left bank of
the Ohio,, with an extensive and rich bottom in its rear, and in its

fi'ont, a fine view of the river, witii a clean gravelly beach for its

landing. It is the seat ofjustice for Bracken county, Kentucky,
contains 40 houses, some handsomely built with brick, a court-
house, jail, two stores, two taverns, and a handsome brick school
house On the opposite side of the Ohio are also some haudsoaie
Diick buildings and fine farms.

I ^
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Bullskin creek, right side, 6;47^
Channel one ihm\ over from the left shore—Haifa mile helow
tliis creek is a sand bar on the left, shore, the channel is near the
right shore.

Bear creek, right side, 9 488
Big Indian creek, right side, 4 192
Little Indian creek, 2 194
Cross creek, right side, ~ 4 498
Muddy creek, right side, 5 503
Little iVliami river

[/J
right side, (M. B.) 13i uQ^

.fast belov>' tliR mouth of this river a small sand bar puts out on the
I'i.^ht shore.—The channel is on the left shore about halfway to
Coiuinbia, one mile below the mouth of Little Miami, then it

cios -es the river about two-thii'ds over tov/ards the right shore

—

thtiice to Cincinnatti, the channel continues near the right shore.

Crawfish creek, right side, 5 519|-

Between this and Deer creek, a large sand bar puts out from the
]eft shore, which makes it necessary to keep well to the right

chore below Columbia until you pass tlie bar.

Deer creek, right side, 4 523^

Licking river, left side, (M. D.) 1 524-|.

This is a considerable river of Kentucky, navigable for 70 miles

";\'ith small crafts, [m]
NEWPORT,

Stands just above the mouth of Licking, ha-wng a fine view of

the Ohio, and of Cinclnnatti, opposite it. It is a thriving A-illage,

v/ith a number of handsome brick and othn* buildings, all front-

ing the Ohio The United States' arsenal, or place of deposit

for arms, and other munitions of war, fronts the river, and is a

large brick building. There are also ban-acks for several compa-
nies within the public square. The town contains about one

hundred and fifty souls, and is in Campbell county, Kentucky.

The bottom above and below Newport, is extensive, fertile, and

contains some fine fanns on it. These, combined with the beau-

ty of the river, and the two towns in view, give & very handsome
prospect of the country.

CINCINNATTI. [w]

Mill creek, right side, Qi
A large sand bar, 3|

The channel close to the rigj^t shore is safe, but it is very nar-

row.

North Bend, 15

There are some fine farms and Improvements at the North Bend,

and a town called Cleves, was laid out some years ago, but has

not improved much in buildings. The ground here commands a

handsome view of the Ohio, rising gently from the river to a con-

siderable elevation, something in t he form of half an amphitlie-

atre. It is but a mile across from Cleves to the nearest part of

Uie great Miami.

Great Miami river, [o] (M. D.) 6 55J
At the mouth of this river is a sand bar, channel on the left shore

;

about 300 yards below is another sand bar oo the same side ehan^

26*

545
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nel mid way between-the bar and the right shore. Here ends the

St te of Ohio; the division hue between that state and Indiana,

strikes the mouth of the Great Miami, and thence rims a due

Noith coui-se to 41° 40' N. lat. thence a due east and west di-

rection, striking lake Erie on the one hand, and touching the

most southerly part of lake Michigan, passing on the same direc-

tion to tlie Mississippi on the other, which line also forms the

north bouudarj of Indiana and Illinois territories.

LAWRENCEBURGH,
Is situated in an extensive rich bottom, on the right bank of the

Ohio, the seat of jiutice for Dearborn cour.ty, Indiana territory.

It is at very high tioods more 6v less subject to mundation, which

may injure'the progress of the town._

Laughrey's creek, right side,

Here is a bar—channel close to the right shore..

' Grape or Laughrey's Islaml, No. 54,

Channel on the left shore, No. 54 is one mile long.

Chambers' bar,
. , , a

Here is a large ripple—channel close into the right shore, under

a high bank.
r •

i

Guapowder creek, leftside,
, , ,„

At the mouth of this creek is a ix.cky ^'PP ^if^f^^f] ^^^the
the left shore until you are near the creek, then it luns into tne

^^tiVBo^^^^^^^^^^ creek, leftside, [p] (M. B.)JSi
Here U a bar-channel close to the left shcre-Thence to the

Nine mile island fine water.
904f\C\A

Small willow Island, No. 55y ^^m04:

Channel on the left side. ^ . 1

2

Nine mile Island, No. 56,

bank m.til vou are past the second brick
^^^^^'^^V^'^f^^^'^

i-ight side, opposite the head ot No. 50.

''a large sand bar,

Channel on the right shore. Qwit^fwlanD,
The Vineyard and New Switzerland

rioht bank, six miles above the mouth of Kentucky

tw) vd'a'cs, the one above and the otlitx oeiow a

Sf the\-iver at Voit William, Hft<>^''l^ ^
g^^J.f"^,'^^"^ the point

toats, particularly when the
-^^:f^^f^7;i^'e t-o n^^^^^^ '^

ssr^r^ur^^s^??S^^S^c^ri
9B, th9X toes M'SriUe »aikea the uutals of bis name, on
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tree at the mouth of this river, and the date, which was in the

year 1754, when he and others descended the Ohio, stopped at

the mouth of the Kentucky river, and having reconnoitei'ed the

country, retunied home with the news of their discoveries of the

finest country in the world. This tree was, accoi'dihg; to Mr.
Filson, standing in the year 1784, whether now or not, I am not

informed. If yet living, it ought to stand as an item of the early

attempts to settle the state to which the river gives name.

Little Kentucky river, 1 628
This is a tolerable sized creek, also affording a good harbour in j

its Hioutii for boats, at a middle state of the river, particularly. i

A large sand bar, 5 633
This bar lies on the left shore, channel close to tlie right shore, j

Opposite this bar, Locust creek puts in on the left side.
'

MADISON, 7 640
This is a new county town of Indiana territory, pleasantly

seated on the right bank of the Ohio, 13 miles helow Kentucky
river. This village was begun to be built in the fall of 1810. It

is on a second bank, two or three hundred yards i'roui the edge oi

the river.

Before you get to Madison, you have a view of a fine farm on

the top of a high hill on the left side of the river. The appear-

ance of the buildings, which are handsome and large, and of brick,

(I believe) ftt a gp^eat d;,9tanee r.p tne i-ivci-, nave a nne eiiect,

and the stupefldoUs rocky cliffs on the opposite side just above
the town ot Madison, together with the singular slope of the hills,

altogether form a scene highly pleasant to the imagination, and
one that is mixed with something of the rom >ntic.

There are several fine new improvements on the summits of

the hills along this part of the Ohio, that add variety and beauty
to the scenery, while it betokens the rapid progress the country

is making in settlement, and the taste and wealth ofthe settlers.

From Kentucky river to West Port, you have fine water, p.nd

a good settlement, and a view^ of a machine for cariying water up
from the river to a house on the bank.

WEST PORT, 43 683
Is situated on the left side of the river, on a high pleasant bank and
looks more like a settlement than a town. Just below it 1 8 mile
creek entei"S on the same side.

Eighteen mile Island, No. 57, 3'686

Channel right side.
'

Twelve mile Island, No. 58, 7|6.93

Channel right side.

Six mile Island, No. 59, and Goose island, No. (

"60, 6699
Channel runs between these tM'o islands. Goose creek enters on
thfe right side, opposite Goose island.

A large sand bar, four miles below these two last islands, and
two above Ixjuisville. It lies nearest the left shore, and extends

in breailth nearly one-thiixl across the river. After you getpHSt

this bar, ])ull over for the left shoi-e if you want to Inr.'! at the

mouth of Bear Grass creek • if not, you can easily m&ke a land-

ing at Jejfersonville, on (he right side, rather at th^. upper end of

tlie town, where you will find good water, and a bold shore, and

pilots to conduci you over ths Rapids.
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Bear Grass Cieek, left side, (M. D.) 6} 705|
Tliis cretk is in a bend of the river, just above the rapid descent

of the fulls, and half a mile below the comme.ict ment of the Indi-

an schute. It affords at its nioutli, one of tlie best haibo'U's for

boats on the Ohio, having at the drj'est season, V2 feet water from
the creek, down to the middle of Cwn island. No. 61, and ex-

tends out a considerable w ay into the I'iver, vessels, therefore, of

any burd' n may lie Iiere in safety. Should they even get loose

from their cables and fastenings, there is no danger of their be-

ing carried off by ihe curreiit. It is also finely sheltered both
fiom winds and the ice of the river. It is the landing always
jTiade by those Avho either live at ; or want to stop at Louisville,

therefore, it may properly be called the Louisville Landing.
Eor.ts descending further, and having landed here, are obliged to

row up stream nearly half a n;ile, (ir gentle w:iter, however.) in

order to t'<ke the Indian or j\hrthern sckvte, the pass generally

preferred in all stages of the watt i-, except indeed uhen the riv-

er is very low, -vs hen it is net possible. Here you procure a pilot

who residts at Louisville, for the boat's safe conduct ever the falls,

for v\hith he is .dlowcu by a law of the st:>te two dollnrs, p?.id by
tlse owner of the boat. The same vegulatioD exists as to pilots kX

Jeff rsoDvire.
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THE RAPIDS OF OHIO,

Are occasioned by a ledge of rocks which extend quite,

across the liver^ and are hardly to be perceived by the

navifnitor in times of high freshes, unless by the supe-

rior velocity of the boat, which descends over them at the

rate of from 10 to 13 miles an hour. When the water is

low, the greater part of the rock becomes visible, and it is

then that the passage becomes dangerous.

There are three channels or passes through the rapids

;

'Tlie course north or right ofNo. 62 or Goose island, called

the Indian sclmte, is the main channel, but it is not passa-

ble in times of low water. The course between Nos. 62

and 63, Rock and Goose islands, called the Middle scliuUy

is a safe and easy passage in all situations of the water

above the middling stage. The pass between No. 63, Rock
island, and the Kentucky shore, called the Kentucky
schiite. is lost in Rock harbor, and is passable only in

time of high water.

Ntiar the bottom on the left side of No. 6S is a fine

mooring place for boats, called Eock Harbor. It is op-

posite the upper end of Shippingport, and has water
enough at-all seasons for vessels of any burthen.

No. 64 Sandy island, may be passed on the right in high

water only. The left or south pass is the main channel.

From No. 64, to No. 63, is excellent mooring ground,

and water enough for vessels of any tonnage.
The pass south of Corn island No. 61, and the Kentuc-

ky shore, is passable only in time of high water.

From the great danger in passing the rapids, the courts

of Louisville and Jeifersonville have been very careful to

appoint experiepced and trusty men as pilots, who can
always be had at a moment's warning to conduct boats

and vessels over them ; and from a little ambition shewn
by the pilots of both places to excel in their occupation,

accidents, arising from the want of either skill or care,

very seldom happen.

In levelling the descent of the rapids, they have been
found to be 22^ feet in two miles, the distance from Bear
Grass creek to the foot of the falls.

Two miles above the rapids the river is deep, and three

quarters ofa mile broad ; and in low water the channel is

contracted to the breadth of 250 yards.
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LOUISVILLE,

Is situated at the mouth of Bear Grass creek and ex-

tends down the Ohio to opposite the middle of Corn island.

No. 61. It stands on an eminence of about 70 feet in

height, which gently descends to a narrow plain along the

river side in front of the town. From the lower end of

the tov/n the brow of the eminence takes its course to the

Oiiio, opposite Sandy island. No. 64, leaving a high plaiu

between it and the river. It contains about 250 houses,

a printing oiUce, several mercantile stores and warehous-

es, a post office, is a port of entry, and the seat of justice

for Jeiferson county , Ken. , Lat. 38° 8' N.
Louisville has several rope walks extensively carried

on. - lessrs. Anderson and Gwathmey had a valuable

bagging manufactory, but which was burnt down in

December 1810, by design, it is supposed. This is the

second loss of the kind these gentlemen have experienced
fvithin eighteen months.

There have been a variety of circumstances which have
operated against Lo'usville, and which have kept the im-
proveuients of the town constantly on the back-ground,
notwithstanding its superior and commanding situation,

for a manufacturing and commercial town.—These cir

cumstances, let them have arisen from what they might,

are begiiiniag to dispel, and like the sun after having been
enveloped for a length oftime in clouds and mists, and by
degrees breaking through them, shines forth with re-

doubled vigour.—Such we believe and hope to be the situ-

ation of Louisville.

The river opposite Louisville is 1 mile and 25 poles

wide, and commands a most cliarming view^ botii above •

and below for a great distance, and tlie eye is carried

Over an extent of level country, terminated by the hills of
Silver creek, v/hich are five miles distant.

A canal has been proposed to be cut on the Kentucky-
side, to commence a little below Bear Grass creek, and
open below Shipping-port, a distance of 588 perches, or one
mile and three quarters and twenty eight perches.—The
accomplishment of this object indeed would be a happy
event to the trade of the Ohio. The highest ground
througli wliich the canal would have to be taken, would
not exceed 29 feet, and its average depth would be 20 feet

^^ inches. The rgut^.throughout is a stiff clay, lying up-
Iv



>?iO 'NAVIGATE.

> tJn a bed ofrock not exceeding 40 inches Higher than the
floor of the canal. The canal is calculated sufficiently ca-

.-'pacious for a ship of 400 tpns^apd this ^vould aftbrd a
column of water greater than Sleet bj 24, during tlie

lowest stages, and 24 feet fall.

From tiie known enterprising disposition of the Ken-
, tuckians, we have little doubt but tins contemplated ca-

nal wili.be completed in a few years. If encourage^
.ment be wanting,, we cannot see why the legislatures of

Virginia, Ohio and Pennsylvania, should not throw in

their sttengtii to accomplish an object which would doubt-

less prove very advantageous to tlie citizens of each gf

^ those states, as well as to the state of Kci.liicky.

The first settlement we find matie at the falls, was i»

the year 1774,sWhen a number of surveyors who were eent

, out by goveraor Dunmore of Virginia, to survey the i^ te-

rior of. Kentucky, stopped here for some tiriie, and erected

.temporary huts for their residence. About this time a

small stockade fi)rt was built at the fails, and commai d-

ed by general Clark This foTt, v/ith col. Logan's, col.

Hairod's, and col. Boon's, were th^e only forts in Ken-
tucky at this time, and in them were all the white people

in the country, a liandful indeed, compared witli tl.'e :-av-

age enemy, whose bh':)dy tomahawk and scalping knife

were eternally raise? to kill and slaughter the inhabitauts

under tlie cover of every tree and old log in the vast wil-

derness, I cannot lay my hands on any thing at present giv,-

ino- date for thiC laying out and first building of Louisville.

Our American publications are amazing deficient in point

of dates and circumstances respecting the progress of set-

tlement, extent, time, &c. of onr own. country. It is quite

likely the beginning ofLouisville is better known in Lon-
don or Paris than it is by the inhabitants of that town
themselves. Such is our carelessness in recording facts

in such a manner that they will become generally known.

There have been lately added to Louisville, a banking

company, a paper mill, a second printing office, a book-

store, a circulating library, a reading-room, an air found-

dry, for tlie castinu- of all kind of ]X)t-metal, a glass house ;

and grist and sawmill by steam, and cotton manufactory

by the -same power, were expected to be in operation tliis

../uirrfoer, 1814, and a number ofhandsome buihUngs, alto-

.j^ether having the appearance of its bee- u-dng agre.-^t coin-

iftercial aad manufacturing, town. JS'^ture herself ha£
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tafd the plan of this placejon a tar|e ^cale. Its forma-

tion is as singular, as the prospect :s gi-and and siiblime>

Man's mind is generally expanded or contracted in pro-

portion to the objects around him,' and shaped or mould-

ed to the narrow or extended limits 1ie has to move in.

—

I recollect, when a child in the Pines of New Jersey, and
going to a school, where Dilwbrth's spelling book and th$

testament and bible were the "Only books used, and cross-

ing the Delaware into Penilsyiyania while yet quits

young, I was told as soort as we had crossed the river, by
the person under whose charge I was, that " we were now
out ofNew Jersey."—I stared him full in the face, amaz-
ed at the intelligence—I perfectly recollect of feeling

foo much surprise, and a certain kind of childisli confused

awkwardness at the moment to make any reply—'' Out of

New Jersey," muttered I to myself, for I had really been
under an impi'eKsion that all the world was New Jersey

—the world across the big water excepted, where king

George's refugees and tories came from, a circumstance 1

un'pressed on my infantile mind during the troubles of - J

the Anierican revolution. I looked at the trees, the stones,

the earth,ivith anxiety, in order to discover why or how it

could \yi that We were out of New Jersey. I felf asham-
.cd of my ignorance and was silent.—If the inhabitant^ of

Louisville ^o on in the same
with the onginal plan, they

and their town a great city.

generous and extended scale,

must become a great people,

JEFfERSONVILLE.

ttie following description of Jeffersonville^ and the divi-

sion of the territory * in which it is situated, teas u'rit'_

ten by some friends of that place and forwarded to us a
few years since.

By an act passed at the last session of Congress, the
territory of Indiana is bounded by the Wabash as far as
Yincennes, thence a due north course to the Michigan
territory, by that territory on the north, the state of Ohio,
on the eastj and the Ohio river on the south. The terri-

tory is divided into four counties, viz. Knox, which ex-
tends from the western boundary line to within a few

* At the last session of congress [1815-16] this territon' has been d"-

r^ct^ into a siate and Corydon is the pi-eg^ent seat of gcvexnment.
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miles of Blue river ; Harrison from thence to within 10 of

12 miles of the falls; Clark from thence up the Ohio ta
opposite the mouth of the Kentucky river, and Dearborn,
from thence to the Ohio line—Vincennes, the present seat

of government of the territory, is the seat of justice of
'Knox county ; Corydon is the seat ofjustice of Harrison
county, situated about 100 miles east of Vincennes, and
26 west of Jeffersonville—Jeftersonville is the seat ofjus-

tice of Clarke county, and Lawrenceburgh near the
mouth of tlie Big Miami, is the seat of justice of Dear-
born county;—these are the only towns in the territory.

This county (Clark) was established in the yeai* 1801
—the whole number of its inhabitants may be reckoned
at present, 3000 or 4000—the number of voters, who con-

sist only of i'reeliolders, are about 350.

Until the late purchase, made by governor Harrif-on of

the Indians, the grant made.by the state of Virginia to gen»

George R. Clarke and the other officers and soldiers of

the Illinois regiment, consisting of 150,000 acres, was the

only tract of country in tne county, belonging to the citi-

zens of the U, ^States, the balance belonging to the In-

dians. As a tribute of respect to gen. G. R. Clark, to

whom the acquisition of this territory to the U. S. may be
ascribed, the legislature have named this county afte*

him. Tlie soil and productions ofthis country may be con-
sidered almost in every respect similar to that of Ken-
tucky. Corn, pork, beef and Irish potatoes, form our
pii.'icipal articles of exportation. '

Jeffersonville is situated on the north-west bank of the

Ohio, nearly opposite to Louisville, and a little above the

commencement of the great falls—the town was laid out

in the year 1802, since which time it has grown in propor-

tion to the surrounding country. It is the seat ofjustice

of the county of Clark—a land office for the disposal of the

United States' lands, and a post office are established

here ; there are also two pilots appointed by law for con-

ducting boats across the falls, residinghere ; there are about

S5 or 40 houses, which are principally of frame and log,

except the courthouse, which is of brick—and contains

175 inhabitants, of whom some are useful mechanicks. In

point of natural advantages and beauty, there are few or

no situations on the Ohio more eligible for a town. The
bank is very high, and surrounded with a rich, level and
fertile country. The current and channel of the Ohio for
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several mile-; above, are on the N. W. shore, and the depth
of w ttii' jei^igsutficiently great at any season of the year

for j ) its or vessels of any burden, aftbrd at all times an
easy landing place, and good harbor for boats descending

tlie lio. In descending the Ohio, the first place of land-

ing is at Bloom's Eddy ;—this eddy is just below the fr. st

and greatest obstacle in the raoids^-itis a large and con-

venie it landing place for boats at a low stage of the wa-

ter, and from which, flat boats may pass the balance ofthe

falls with their loading at a low stage of the water The
portage fro n the landing at Jeftersonville to the eddy, not

being more than half the distance to the lower landing on

eitiier side of the river, it is thought it will become the

priacipal landing place for boats having to unload above

the falls.

In tie vicinity of Jeffersonville, about half a mile to the

north, is a medical spring, whose waters are supposed to

be strongly impreo;nated with sulphur and iron. It lias

been inuck resorted to for several years, and thought to

be beneficial in fevers that prevail in this country. There

are several mills in the neighbourhood, only one, however,

of considerable consequence, that is built on a small

stream called Mill Run, which empties into the Ohio at

the foot of the falls, this is a very considerable merchant

mill, and from the resources of the stream, although not

more than 2 or 3 miles in length, continues to go during the

w'ri'de year, except when stopped by back water from the

Oiiio.
" She is the property of Messrs. Cuthbert and

Thoaias Bullit, built about 100 yards from the river.

CLARKSVILLE,

Is a small village situated at the foot of the falls on the

N. NV. bank, opposite to Shippingport—this town was es-

tablished as early as the year 1783 by the Virginia legis-

lata re, and attached to tlie grant made to the officers and

soldiers of the Illinois regiment, from which time may be

rec'-oned the first settlement of this country ; soon after

its establishment it contained a number ofinhabitants^who

'were encourao;ed to settle under promises of donations of

lots by the trustees; and notwithstanding the imminent

danger an 1 great inconveniency, soTiie ofthem continued

to reside t^^el-e t> the end of the Indian war, and in a

sreat measure contributed to the safety of tlie inhaifttauts
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of Kentucky in the neighbourhood of the falls. There is a-

large and capacious eddj at this place for the landing of
boats. The Knobs or Silver Hills, which commence on
the Ohio about 10 miles below the falls, and take their
course through the country in a north-eastward ly direc-
tion, it is said by those who have taken some pains to ex-
amine, aiTord considerable quantities of ore of some kind
or other, supposed to be iron. In the bank of Silver creek
(a small stream that falls into the Ohio just below Clarks-
ville) about two miles from its mouth, is found large quan-.

titles of copperas, a place well known hj the name of Cop-
peras bankj. Tlie copperas taken from this bank is found
to be equal ^although not so clear ia its present state) to^

any brought to tliia country.

SIIIPPINGPORT.

This town and landing is on the Kentucky side just be-'

]4)w the foot of the falls. After passing the Rapids, boats-

put inhere, and if they want, get a supply of bread, bacon,
and other necessaries for their voyage. The landing has

a bold shore and deep water. Mr. J. A. Tarrascon has an
excellent flour mill at the foot of the falls on this side, in,

v/hich he makes large quantities of flour for the New Or-
leans market, transported thence in barges aiid ilatboats,

iinder consignsnent to Messrs. Gilly and Pryor of that

city. Mr. Tarrascon has also,a store in Shipping-port,

and a rope walk extensively conducted.-—Mr. James Ber-
thoud keeps a warehouse here, and does business on eom-
jnisbion. Shippingport is also tlie landijig place for ail

goods ascending the rivers to Kentucky, and for such as

are obliged to be wagonned to the landing at Bear Gras&
creek, intended for the country above the rapids. Con»
sequently, Shippingport is at present, and must become
a veiy considerable place of bu.siness.—-Were it not for

the lowness of the ground the town would extend much
faster. It however, contains several handsome buildings,

and in the fall of 1812, 1 saw others progressing.
riiere is a small sandisland with young willows on it,

opposite this landing, about one hundred yards from fhe
shore, which requires some attention. The channel I be-
lieve is good on either side, but ifyou wisli to landatfehig-
piogpoit, you must kee|) it un your right hand.
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Salt liver, left side, 241/30
This is a considerable stream of Kentucky, spreading out into

four principal, besides a great number of smaller branches ;

Floyd's fork, is its northern, and Rolling and lieach forks are its

southeiii branches

—

Bairdstown is on Beach fork, Bealsburgh
on Rolling fork. The heads of Rolling foik entwine with tiie

waters of the Kentucky aud Green rivers. There are a number
ot salt Licks on this river and its bi-anches, fiom which it takes

its name, Long Lick, Walton's Lick, May's Lick, Knob Lick, &c.
Brashair's is also a fine branch of Salt river. Salt river is about

150 yards wide at its month, and is navigable 60 aailcs.

Otter creek, left side, 8j758

Doe run, left side, 8:746

Failing spring, left side, 5:7'51

French creek, left side> 8|759

Buck creek, right side, lO/GO
Indian or Wiaadot creek, right side, 6 77^
Two islands, iS'o-. 65, and No. 66,

Nearly opposite the mouth of Wiandot creek, (called in mistake
in the former editions of the Navigator, Blue river)—Channel
past the first is on the left side : past the second ou the right

side, keeping close to the lower point of it.

Big Blue river, right side, 1779:2

This is a pri tty long and very crooked river of Indiana, heading
near the waters of White river, a branch of the \\'abash. Pres-

ton or Wood's creek puts in on the left side of the Ohio just a-

bove the mouth of Blue river.

Helm's creek, left side, 10 80^
Little yellow creek, left side, ^ 10 812
Harden-s creek, left side, 6J818

In a fork of tliis creek, near its head, stood Hai-den's fort, built

during the first settlement of Kentucky. Sinking creek is a
branch of Hardtn's, and what renders it singular, after headuig in

three springs and running several miles, it sinks, and runs about
four or five miles under ground before it appears again.

Flint Island, No. 67, 2 8^
Here the channel is difficult. Keep the island on the left; hug it

pretty close, and at its foot go as if you intended to make the left

shore, after passuig it in that direction, pull out quick towards
tlie riglit shore, to avoid an ugly sand bar lying to the left below
tV=e island. No. 67 lies close to the left shore, and is about throe

quarters of a mile long. It takes its name from a stone found on
it, said to be excellent for gun ^flints.

The vessel Tuskarora grounded on the island In the spring of

1808, Wliile here slie was ungenerously stript of her bolts,

bands, rings, &c. to the amount, it is said, of '20<.)0 dollars worth.
The general character of honesty of the inhabitants of the Ohio,

ought to shield them fiom an accusation of this kind but as thei-e

are exceptions to all general rules, so in this instance, the
neighbourhood of Flint island, bears the burden of the charge
at present, whether innocent or guilty of the robbery The
Tuskarora was built at Marietta, and was ovmed by Jooes suad

Anderson.
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Clover creek, left side, 10
Deer creek, right side, '. 6

In the lower part of tlie bend, half a mile below Detr creek, is a
pile of dangerous ix)cks 80 or 90 j ai-ds from the right shore, keep
them well to your right hand at all times,

Anderson's river, right side, 15

Anderson's ferrj, left side, a creek right side, 1

One mile below the feriy is a small island, lying close into the
right hand shore, channel left shore.

About iive miles below Anderson's ferry is a large sand bar
called Anderson''s bar, putting out from the left shore—Channel
close to the right shore in low water,

Blackford creek, left side, Small creek, right side,12
Here the cane begins to make its appearance on the banks of the
Ohio, and from its ever-green foliage, it has a pleasant effect on
the imagination, when all the surrounding vegetable matter is

locked up in the winttirs frost.

Hanging Rock, right side.
This rock is called by way of eminence THE LADY WASH-
INGTON. Tt shetv^ a bare perpendicular front of solid rock of

about 100 feet in height, commencing at the watei''s edge. It is

the upper edge of a ridge of high ground, which ends here, ex-
tending half a mile on the river, baring a flat countiy above and
below it A small distance above this rock a creek enters on the
same side with it. Lady Washington would inake a good site for

a fort, baring a fine command of the river above and below for

several miles. Now ends the river hills, a bluff now and then ex-
cepted, and the flat count'y commences.

Islands No. 68, and No. 69,
No. 68 lies close to the right shore, just below a point as the

river- turns to the right, it is about half a mile long. No. 69 lies

half a mile below No, 68, also close to the right shore, and is about
three miles long—Channel past both these islands is on the left

side of them.

Yellow Banks, left side, 5
Half a mile below No. 69, and five miles from the head of No,

"68 A frontier post was kept here until Wayne's treaty at Green-
ville, in 1794, A small creek enters just below the buildings at

the Yellow Banks, This place took its name from the yellow
appearance of the bank of the river.

Island No. 70,
Lies close to the left shore, is about one mile and a half long.

Channel right side.

Mistletoe [r] begins to appear in bunches on the top branches
of the trees.

Islands Nos. 71 and 72,
Lie pretty close to the right shore. No. 71 is a mile and a half

long, Na 72 is small, and lies to the left and halfway down No.
71. Clifinnel to the left of both these islands. Brlow Nos. 71 &c

72 you have a fine view of the river for several miles.

French island No. 7^^ 7 '895'

Channel left side. Not far from this island and about seven miles I

above Green river, there is seen on the right side, a high round \
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lioob of a hill, where formerly a Frenchman kept a trading liDUse.

"it is aow called French Camp.

Three mile island, No. 74, 20 91^5

Lies so close to the right shore that it can scarcely be distinguish-

ed. Channel left side.

Green river, [s] left side, (M. D._) IO4 nf^
Green river islands, iNos. 75^ 76,
You come to these islands immediately after you get around

the right hand point just below ihe mouth of Green river. The
first is a fine large island, pretty c'ose to the right shore, about

six luilfS long, having s.veral famiU s settled on it. The second

is a small island iying to tlie leffrtrtld along side o. the first, and

near its lower end Channel left side of b oili. From tlitst- islands

the river ransN W to

Pigeon creek, right side, 9*i93^
Henco it for: us a short bend to the left and runs newly S. E. to

Hendersonville, or Red B^nks, Id 9^0
Coiiibig jvithin five miles, by land ot the mouth of Gnen river,

though it is 25 by water. Ten milts above Hendersonville there

is a point of rocks on the right shore, ffom which, there is.no dan-

ger if you keep in the njidiUe of the river.

Hendersonville stands on a high left bank, and extends half a

miie f;-ontiog the ri^er, commanding i liandsome view up £nd
down it foi'Stjveraliniies. The tovf\ c-;ntaiijs iO houses of brick

and vvood, 2 stores indifferently supplied, -2 long tobacco Mare-

lioases, a post, offic , a jail and coutt-house, it being the seat of

justice for Henderson county, Kertucky. This place is included
" in Henderson's grant of 200,000 acres of land, beginning about

20 miltiS on the Ohio above Green river,,<h<'nce running a south-

west direction £U miles to a corner near the mouth of Grove
crfek, "30 miS-is direct above the mouth of Green river,, thence 2'

.miles in aN.'W. direction until it strikes the Ohio, about 4 niles

above Highland creek A short distance above Hendersor.ville,

and, on the right side of the river is a lai'ge flat bar, which you
must keep toV<-mr right.

Red Bank Island. No. 77, S 9S
Lies pretty close to the left shore, and U about a mile and a half

long. About half a mile below the head of No. 77, keep pretty

close to tlie island, to avoid a sand bai* which-begins on the right

.shore and extends ten mihs down on the same side, enla-ging as-

it descends, thereby making- it necessary to keep pretty close to

the left bank until you get below it. At the head ofNo 77, there
is also a bar, which, with the island itself, you keep on your left

hand From Hendersonville the river makes another gi-eat bend
to the right, and after running about twelve miles in almost a
north direction, it ccraes again Avithm a mile and a quarter of the

.bend, 15 miles above Red Banks, having travelled a distance of
about 37 miles below Green xiver, and only gjunel ten miles in a
direct line.

Diamond Island, No. 78, I2:96q
.Channel right side. As you approach this island it h^s the ap-

|

pearance cf makin? two great and formidable rivers, so S't'idenly
j

£Vm^ equally divided is the current here, and so.broa ', tl-at you
|

scarcely kno^v whickto take for the Ohio.^ No, 78, is a lai-ge uA, K
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aolile looking island, and contains several thousand acres of ex-

cellent land. It is about 4^ miles long, brotid at its head and
eoraes to a point below, giving «t the appeai'ance of the shape of

a diamond, from which it is pi^obable it takes its name. In the

left chaimel at its head is a sinali island, and another inmiedi-

ately at its foot. A large bar, two miles below Diamond island,

extends out aroumfthe fii'st right hand poiiU.—Ciiaunel left

shore.

Straight Island No. 79, 10'97j'

Lies close to the left shore, about a mile long.—Channel right I

side. I

Slim Island, No. 80, 10985
Channel right side, two miles long.—Two miles below No 80 is

tlie firat bend in ihe Oliio, similar in shape iiud appearance to

the bends of the Mississippi, hence v,e denominate it the »,MI<i'

sissif)pi Bend, being about tiv'^ miles long.

Willow Island and Bar, No. 81, 3 988
Lies close to tlie right shore, opposite the Missisisippi Bend, and
terminates with it—channel left side. It is about -Zh miles long.

Just below the foot of this island autl bar, and as you turn the

left hand point of the Mississippi Bend, a ledge of rocks appear
near the inght shore, from which there is no danger br keeping
near the left shore and pretty close round the point. Two miles

below this ledge of rocks, another ledge puts out from iho left

shore, just below the tir.st right hand point after leaving the first

ledge. These last rocks are not seen except in very low water,

when the channel is near ti>e right shore.

Highland Creek, left side, 5 993
Five miles below the head of No. 81, and about one mile below
the Misijissippi IJend. Good settlements hereon both sides of
the Ohio, particularly below the creek. Fiom Highland creek
tlie Ohio runs W. N. W. to the Wabash river.

Wabash Island, No. 82, 71000
This is a large island, five miles long, commencing about three

j

miles above the Wabash river, and ends two miles below it—
j

channel right side. '

Wabash River, [f] right side, 3 lOOa
Here is seen a cabin abu\e the mouth of the river, the remnant
of a trading establishment here some years ago, hut the waters
proving detrinient:d. it was abandoned.—Here ends the Indiana

Terrltoiy, and the Illinois commences, -the divisional line be-

tween these two territories striking tlie Ohio just above the

mouth of the Wfibasli, tlience runs a due north course until it

strikes the east and west line, which touches the most southerly

point of lake Micliigtin, tlience to lake Erie due east, and to the
Missi.ssippi due west, in the parallel of lat. 42° 6^ noith, making
th« di'.isionRl lin- '2^5 !..iks long, t!ie m«uth of the Wabash
being in 37" 50^ iioith latitude.

Brown's Island, No. 83,
Lies close to the right shore—channel left side.

Shawanee town, right side,
"This village forra^^ly belonged to the Shawanee nation of Indi-

ans. It now possesses about 30 indifferent cabin-roofed houses,

'wilh the exocptlOQ of one cr two that are shiogled. ft has a

L

looe

101^
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post office, bvo or i^i\\%\ iii^lif-erent taverns and several drani
shops. The U. Stales' Saline sail v.orks being near this i)lace,

they give employmt- ot and afiL^d a source pt'trade to such of tlie

iiihabitajjts as ^\re indubti'l(*u'^^ (,i- iMitei prising. 'I'he town is sub-
ject to the inundations of the i i\ci-, and during those of the win-
ter and spring of 1313, the inhabitants were obliged to abandon
their houses. l"he channel of the river is on the town side,

there being a large ba^ opposite it on the left side.

Stevenson's Islantl, No. 84,
Channel rigl'lside.

Islancl, No. 85, (a small island.)

lies close to tlie left shoie—tli'innel i-ight side.

Saline River, [w] right side,

About two miles above the Saline there are three small willow
islands or bars near the left shore—keep to the right ofthein,
and this retjuires care, for if you ap])roach too near their upper
pgiut the current draws rapidly to the left.

Battery Rock bar.
This bar commences about half a mile or three quarters above
Battery Hock, and lies near the right shore, but flattens out a
good way into the i-ivcr. It is a pretty high and broad sand bar
:uid requires cai-e to avoid it; nearly op]»osile the uppei* end of

it is a small house on the right bank. The channel at the low-

est stage of t'ac water is pretty close to 4:!!e leit bank, between it

and the bar. This being a dangerous and conspicuous bar, it is a

little strange how it escaped notice in the previous editions of the

Navigator.

•Jiattery Rock is just below the bar on the right side. Here is

seen a formidable work of nattu-e, a bare perpendicular front of

rocks, jutting out from a tongue of lofty land, bounding the riv-

er for half a mile, having level and cultivated farms above and

below it. The Battery is about eig'ity or an liiindredfeet high,

of a circular form, and a quarter ofa mile in length. About tlie

middle it is handsomely tuvned, and comes up to man's ingenious

ideii as a work formed for the ])urpose of the boldest and strong-

est defence. Its up])er edge sloi>es gradually to the river's edge,

the lower end is broken, and huge rocks have left their former

tied and taken one in the ri^ er.

At the head of the P.attery Ilock an eddy is formed, the w ater

(leep, affording a good h:nbouv, was it notfor the bar which en<is

iust above it, and which prevents boats fi om going on that side, of

tlie J-iver, except in high v. ater.

After you get three quarters of a mile below Battery Rock,

draw ovtr towards the right sboi-e to avoid sand bars on the left

side of the' river \\ ing above I'rfuie water creek.

Trade V. ater Island, No. 86,

Lies pretty close to the left shore, just h' low Trade wntt^r

creek, is one mile long, and two miles below Battery rock

—

Channel right sid<

.

Two miles below No. 86, and three above CaAe-in-i-ock, is a

bar pretty close to the rigfit s!iore, as the river winds to the

i;ight. Keep it to yoiu- right hand.

Cave-in-rock Island, No. 8r,

Stan<1s near the u\iddle of tke river, is about a luile long and

ends opposite the favx'. ,ChauiMil right side.

41017

3 1020
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Cave4n-Rock or House of Nature.*''
'

1 1034-
Here you are presented m ith a most stupendous, eUrious and
solid work of nature. For half a mile an your right before you
reach the cave, you have a front view of a beaxitiful, perpendi-

cular, smooth Hmestone wall, a solid mass of rock, with regular

horizontal strata, of about 100 orliO feet in height above low

water murk, and whose summit is han.lsomely clothed with a

growth of small red cedai's, the roots of wliich springing through

the close fissures, and apparently receiving their nourishment

from tiie rocks. The cedars on the top of these rocks appear

to be peculiarly the haunt of birds of prey, for what reason I

know not.

This Cave ot House of Nature^ opens to view fronting the

river a little abm'e high water mark, its mouth is about 60 feet

across at the b:ise, nari'owing fiom both sides as it ascends, form-

ing an arch of about 25 feetin its highest p;irt, and running back
to a point of about 1 '20 feet deep. The top and sides of the cave

hear the names of thousands who have visited it from time to

time, and the dates of the year, &c. There are in the walls of

this cave the same appearance ofmarine shells as those found in

the rocks of Kentucky, and other parts ofthe western country.

This cavern sometimes serves as a temporary abode for those

wanting shelter, incase of a ship wr^ok, or other accident,

which happen on the river near it. Families have been known
to reside here tolerably comfortable f om the northern blasts of

winter. The mouth of this cave was formerly sheltered and
neai'ly hid by some trees growing in fi'ont of it, bat the I'ude

Rxe has levelled them to the earth, and the cavern is exposed to

the open view of the passenger.

Emigrants from the states, 27 years ago, used to land here
and wagon- their goods across the Illinois country, it not being

more than 120 miles from this place to Kaskaskia on the Missis-

sippi.

Hurricane bars,
The first lies about a mile and a halfbelow the Cave on the right

shore, extending out, however, a good v. ays into the river, but
being flat it is not seen unless the water is very low ; it is about
a mile and a half long, in shape something like a half moon,
back outwards ; it ends a little above Torjer rock, a high point

of rocks on the right l;ank, so called fioni th -ir towering appear-
ance and sugar-loaf form, coming to apriint at top. and covered
with lofty trees. This pile of rocks is a good land mark if the

narigator, will take notice of it. It stands opposite the most ex-

tended point of Walker's bar, which approaches the right shore
within about 200 yanls.

The Second, or TValker's bar, begins on the left shore, as

the first quits on the right. It is a high, bold and difncult bar to

get round. From the left side it runs out pretty suddenly, and
approaches witliin 200 yards of the right shore, then turning

suddenly it forms a pretty sharp point with a bluif bank, unless

the water is very high when it is not seen.

The channel through these bftrs is thus : after you pass the

cave incline gradually towards the left sliore and keep pretty

near it, which is bluff for about two miles, having the first bar ou

*The reader is here referred to note [/>! Appendix.
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your right, tlien "bear over prett)' rapidly towards the right
shore lo within 150 yards of it, «iicl when you get opposite the
pile of jocks mentioned, called Toiver ruck, pull round the
point of Walker's bar and muke for the leftsliore, keeping the
bar prelly close on ihe left hand, leaving the island on yoqr
right. In low water you cannot go to the right of Huiricane is-

iiind, and it requires care to prevent your boat being thrown on
the head of the island, or drawn into the right hand channel a-

mong snags, Ings and sho-ds. The channel round Walker's bar
has a swift current ; is deep, and broad enough, but there are
some logs opposite the head of the island that require care and
vigilance to pass them in safety. 'Jhe river iibove Hurricane
island is about lOOO yards broad. When a boat, winding through
•;his ci'ooked channel, is seen from above, the beholder believes

it impossible she could make the left of the island.

.last below the cave on the right bank there is a person who is

sotnetimes employed to pilot boats througl* this serpentine clian-

nel, and it is better for a stranger to pay a dollar or two for

*;his purpose, than run the risk of grontiding on either one or
tin; other of these bars u» low water; when thfr; Avater is high
tliere is no occasion for a director, for either side of the island

is goo<l, but if you take the riglit side then keep near the right

shoj-e.

Hurricane Island, No. 88,
Though 3 ou pass this island on the left side, it stands nearest

the left sliore, liavh»g but a narrow channel compared to that

on the right of the island, but the water is deep and rapid, the

greater part of the river passing through it It is washing away
at its head by the power and division of the current. It is pret-

ty broad and about three miles long. The bars and islands ex-

tend the river here to at least one-third more than its usual

breadth.

Three miles below No. 88 is a large sand bar on the left side

of the river—Channel right side of it, pretty close to the high

bluff of i-ocks which overlook the right bank.

Three miles further on is another long, broad, flat sand bar,

near the middle of the river—Channel pretty close to the right

shore, un«ler a high bluff of iron colored rocks for a mile in ex-

tent. This bar has some snags on it, a mile or better below its

head. The left shore opposite this bar is low.

Grand Pierre creek, right side, 10

This creek is a little way below the range of bluff rocks just

jnentioned, and immediately above a rocky point, under vhich

stands some small houses with a farm adjoining them. Opposite

the mouth of this creek stands a sturdy planter, channel good

on either side of it.

FirstofthreeSisters, No. 89, 2

Channel right side. It is in the middle of the river, about a mile

snd a half long, and has a farm on it. Just below this island is

Lusk's ferry, at the mouth of Lusk's creek, right side, where re-

sides a Mr. Fergus>->n. There is a small creek and fine farm on

the opposite side of the river, and a mile and a half below it is

another creek and fine farm, also on the left. At Lusk's ferry

the road from Kentucky crosses to Kaskitskia, St. Louis, &c.



KAVIGATOP. U5

Second* of three Sisters, No. 90, 4\1055
At the head of this island is a large and very broud sand J)ar,

which approaches very near the head of the island, and keeps

you so near the right shore that you would think it impossible

to go to the left of the island. But the channel chutes aci-oss

suddenly from the right shore, and with :i(!piication of the oars,

keeping pretty near the sand bar on the left hand, you will take

the chute with ease, having the head of the island on your right.

This is a singular formed channel, crojked, deep, narrow, and
rapid water, but with any thing like good management, not

dangerous. I'he foot of ihe bar, and head of the island are

bluff, and are washing away.

After you get through this narrow pass, the course the cur-

iVut takes your boat, with steerage, is per'.isps the n^.ost correct

channel. There are two bars to your ri.,ht between the Second
and Third Sisters, and two small islaniis and a bar on your left,

close to the left shore, which do not interfere with the channel
at present. The Seco.id Sister is a small island lying nearest

tlie left shore, and about half a mile or three quarters long.

From its foot commences a chain of bai-s which run down to

near the he.id of

Third Sister, No. 91,
"Wliich you must keep on your left hand, ha^^ng the foot of the

biir, which is bluff, on your rigiit Tliis is also a small island,

lying nearest the left shore, not more than half a mile long.

In appearance, tliere is nothing to prevent you from going to the

right of all tiie Sister's, but there must be some obsti uction in the
bed of the i-iv«r, between the Second Sister and the right shore,
to occasion this suddc-n turn oi the current, which now chutesyou
to the It-ftof ihat island, and ihrouyh the bar, which it would
seem had formerlyjoined the island, .fust below the riiii-d Sis-

tei' is a large willow bar, forming the ; iglit shore.

Three Sistei-s. Vfter passing the last of these, keep clos. to

the left shore, until opposite th^ left hand point.

Stewart's Island No. 9^,
Channel right side. No. 9'2 lies nearest the lift shore, and is

about 2 miles long. Two miles below is a sand bar, on the
right shore—Channel on the left side of it until about halfway
down, then bi^ar over towards the bar, lea\iug some large saw-
yers to the Irft.

First of the Cumberland Islands, No. 93,
Channel left side, it lying near the right shore, about three miles
below No. 9-2. As you leave No. 9.y on your right hand.

Big Cumberland Lsland,t ->o. 94,

1057

1064

* Channel right side ; keep rather nearest the right shore to avoid a
Itjng shiillow sand bar, between the Second and Third Sister.

Communicated,

f Below Cumberland Island, begins Curaberi^nd bar, on t'le rig? t
hand shore, keep rather close to the left hand shore, when past the isianrf,

until in sight of the willow bar, 5 miles below Sraii! land, then hear ovlt
-to the right sliore, but leave a bar on your rig .t, t ao miles below the
willow bar.

L 9,
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Commences on yotip left, extending down about three mllcF,

and a mile and a hnlf below Cumberland liver, wnich is hid

from the view of the passenger, together with L^e town at its

mouth, unless the left of this island is taken, whic i is not so safe

only when the water is in good navigable onier. Burr, in las

flighty evpedition to Mexico, encamped his party on this island

tor some time in the winter of 1805-7.

Islands No 95 and No. 96 are small, and so closely attached

to the lower end of No. 94, that they can scarcely be distinguisli-

ed f:T)m that island. _ ^
Cumberland river, [wj 7 lOri

At the mouth of this river is a small town, apd a warehouse

owned b)^ Joseph Woods, for the deposit of goods destined up

tjmt liver. The town has a post office, two stores, and about

15 or 20 houses^ and may from its commanding situation, be-

come a p'ace of considerable importance.

Smithland, (settlement) 3 1074
Oa your left three miles below Cumberland river, and on a

handsome rising ground, is Smithland, intended originally for a

town, but now turned hito a farm. A Mr. Coxe, about years

ago, laid out a town here, with a zealous ho[«e of its becoming

the seat of wealth and bu-siiiess, but he is not the firet who hjis

got disappointed in the attempt to grow tow^is in a forest. Tliis

settlement is about a mile and a half below the foot of the Big
Cumberland island.

Five miles below Smithland is a broken willow bar close to

the left shore, with a bare bar running out to the right at its

lower ena -, fc^cp yreitj- welt on tW right side of the river oppo-
site this bar.

Two n;iles further on, is a large flat sand bar on the right

sliore, extending a good way out—channel prptty close to the

bluff bend on your left hand. In this bend, close to the bank of
the river, grows a sturdy cypress, the first perhaps seen on the
Ohio.

Tennessee or Cherokee niver, [oc] (upper
mouth,) 101084
A planter shews itself in the middle of the river just above the
mouth of Tennessee. The cuiTent inclines you to the right of
it, and bears hard against the right hand bank, where it is deep
and rapid w^ater, and requires pulling to ketp off it.- Opposite
the upper mouth of Tennessee, and on the right bank of the
Ohio, is a nuke occasioned by a slip of the bank, called Dickejf's

EiboTo, from the circumstance of a boat getting into it in time to
be saved f-om tlie driving ice in Februan 1 811, when four or
five other boats were stove at that place. After you pa.ss the
first right hand point below the upper mouih of the Tennessee,
incline towards the left shore, to avoid a spnd bar on the r.ght,

a^ut two miles below the lower moutli ot the Tennessee. At
the first left hand point, four miles below the lower mouth of
tlie Tennessee, is another bar which puts out a gnotl vav into

tJie river. In the middle of the river ?boiit a mile Itelow the
foot ofNo 97, there appeai-s from the .so-Uiding, to be a bar al-

so, but cannot be seen unless ataverj' low state of the water.
There are two islands immediately below the first moiHli of

the Tcn»essee, forming in Ciet thre« ©pejaings to .thai river^^
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Second so triHing, however, thfit the boat passage through it 13

dangerous. Boais descending the Ohio sometimes puss into the
first and come out at the third, which is the maiii or principal
mouth, keeping the two islands on the right hand. Tlus can be
done only when the Ohio is high and the Tennessee is low, or
when their curix'nts ai-e neai'ly equal in strength either high or
low.

The first island is small, and is not numbered. The second
is a pretty large island, and is numbered 97.

No. 97, Teimesset island—There is a pretty large bar at the
foot of this island, which you must keep on your left, going be-

tween it and the big bar near the middle of the river, and which
is a s-nall distance below to your right. About one-third of the
river fi-om the lower point of the island, is the proi>er channel.

Fort Massac, right side, 1

1

This fort stands on a high diy bank, and commands a delightful

view ofthe Ohio, as far up as the Tennessee. The great breadth
of the river, and the long easy bend it makes without any ob-

struction for 11 miles above and four or five below the fort, gives

a most noble prospect to the eye, and a sentiment of admiration

to the imagination, excelled only by a greater combination of

nature's beautij-s. Fort Massac has, generally, a captain's com-
mand in it, and around it are a few cabins and several small

fields culti\ ated. The place, however, is neither very elegible

for a fort or settlement. As a station it is not of much impor-

tance to the United States, and the swamps, and ponds of stagnat-

ed water back of ihe fort, and for miles above and below it, ren-

der the country too uidiealthy to invito ccttl^i-a These ponds

are supplied with w.iter by the annual high floods of tlie Ohio,

and fluring the dry warm montlis of the fall season, they become

putrid, SiMiding forth by exhalation a gwamp miasmata that cre-

ates interniittents, and renders the inhabitants unhealthy.

The earth on the bank of the river here has a yellowish and

ii'on like appearance, and fi-om the love the cattle have in lick-

ing it, salt may also be an ingredient On the shore above and

below th<^ fort the stones have a very rich appearance of pos-

sessing fc:rruginous matter, and indeed from their shape and

color, they look as if they had been thrown out of an iron-ore

bark.
The French had a fort here as early as the year I757,^and

untler the same name it bears at present. It is in lat .i7^ \Z'

north.

The channel past Massr.c is near the middle of the nvcr,

just above the fort near the right shore, is a sand bar, and the .

shore opposite the garrison is rocky and shallow.

A large sand bar, 6jiiui

Th"is is a broad flat bar lying in the middle o£ the river—chan-

nel r'n>:ht side of it. «L ^ « ^
Little Cl^ain of rocks, ' 5.1104

Channel is near the middle of the nver.
j

Wilkinsonville, rijsht side, 9 1 113

In the year 1801, general Wilkir.son established here a hand-

.sorie station for the Americau troops under his command.—

Several large ond w<dl built frame and log hous(^s were erect-

ed, and a number of smaller ones, and the place had for a sea-
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son the appearance of a thriving village It was abandoned

s(K)n after by the troops, and the liouses have since been torn

down and destroyed, and not a post or i)lank is there now to he

!?een to point out the spot where stood tlie city.

Big Chain of rocks,
The channel here runs about one-third of the breadth of the

liver from the left siiore, until you are past the two last rocks

in the middle of the river, then hear over towards the rij^ht

shore, to avoid a sand bar just below, lying to your left hand.

Cash island, No. 98, and two bars,

This island lies close to the left sliore, and is about one mile

lo\»g. Opposite this island and near the right shore, is a high

sand bar. There is another bar adjoining the island—the chan-

nel is near the middle of the river bet«'een the island and ihe

bar on the right shore. There is a narrow channel to the right

of the bar last mentioned, which is sometimes gone in low wa-
Per by keel boats ascending the Ohio.

Cash river, right side, 1^ 1126^

This is a considerable creek, havinji; a small aettlamcnt at its

mouth, and during ice or wind might be niude to afford a good

harbor for boats. The land is something higher here than at

the mouth of the river.

Mouth of the Ohio,
Here is a pretty good landing place on the right side, at the
point (rf" the highef.t ground, ami immediately above the willow

point, which runs down to the junction of the two rivers.

A temporary warehouse is kept here by col. Bird, who lives

on the western bank of the Mississippi, opposite this place on a
fine farm, from which he sometimes affords boats provisions at

his warehouse. Could a supply of bread, bacon, chickens, eggs,

milk, butter, fee. be tlepended on hei'e, it would be a matter of
great conveniehce to those descending and ascending the riv-

ers, and pay well the person keeping them.
The willow point at the junction of these two great waters,

and which is nearly in form of a triangle, having sides from half
to about three quarters of a mile in length, with a beautiful

growth of young widows or cotton wood on it, was rot to be
seen eleven years ago, except as a bar of sand and mufl ; it is

at this time about ten feet lower than the highest gi'ound, but
may in 10 or 12 years more be eqiially hi^h with it, and form
the main land. Such is the rapid growth of parts of the Missis-
sippi, while other parts again are continually washing away and
disappearing. The light b ink of tlie Oiiio just above the land-
ing place, appears to be washing away very fast.

From the high water mark on the trees at the junction of the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, it a])pears, the land is overflowed
during the highest floods, from 8 to 1 G feet deep. What a pity
that the meeting jof two of the greatest rivei-s in the world, so
inundates the adjacent ground that not a town, settlement, nor
even a warehouse of any importance, can be established with
sifety or profit.—But I anticipate the time with pleasure, -when
this place shall become the great DEPOSITE for the produce
of the upper country on the Ohio and its branches, intended
for the New Orleans market ; and also for the return loads of
the Mississippi sugar, cotton, rice, &c. consigned for the settle-
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"tnehts ©n tlie Ohio as for up as Pittsburgh. A few vcflrs more
the+'apidly settling, and enterprising citizens of the western
country-, \yill point out the necessity of an establishment of this
Kind at this spot or soiaewhcrc near it. By leveeing it could
now be renderc d secure, but this would be attended with con-
siderMble expense, without a sure return. A little time, and a
union of sentiment and interest, in those immediately concern-
ed in the trade of the western waters, farmers, millers, mer-
chants, and those engaged in boating, will overcome all diffi-
culties, and they Mill, after what they have already experienc-
ed, soon be couAinced, that without a place of deposit at a point,
at all seasons navigable to market, there never will be any sure-
ty ol getting a fair price for produce Avhen taken to it. There
ai-e other reasons which point out the necessltv of an establish-
ment of thii kind, aifecting life, health, morality and religion,
which will i)erhaps be spoken of hereafter.
On ap})roaching t!ie MisEi)??5ppi the current naturally throws

vou over towards the Willow Point, from which, inclining down-
wards, without difficulty, (except the application of the oars
and steernge, the better to keep the boat under head way, which
ougiit to be done uniformly where two currents meet, there al-
ways beitig in such places more or less of a counter cnn-ent)
you enter the union of two of the most noble rivers in the uni-
vei-se. When the Ohio is the highest, your boat is taken half
wav across the Mississippi. When the latter is master, you
will have to row pretty hard, to reach its current, the Ohio^ in
such cases being backe'd up for several miles.
The Ohio ent us the Mississippi nearly in a S. E. direction,

but the latter turns immediately to the S. W. and thence it

moves on majestically to all points of the compass, and at a pace
something more rapidly than the Ohio.

Just above the mouth of the Ohio, an island in the Mississippi
near the right shore, looking upwards, very much spoils the
view up that river. The Mississippi is now particularly distin-

guished from the Ohio by the whitish muddy and turbid ap-
pearan ce of its water, it being, when any way raised, full of
swells or whirls, thrown up by the fixed air, combined in, and
set in motion, by the operation of the mass of descending wa-
ter ; these are increased in numbers and size in proportion to
the depth and swiftness of the current. Sometimes these
whirls, or swells, or boils, as they are sometimes called, are so
large and strong that a boat is thrown half around in passing o-

vcr them, and sometimes shot so rapidly out of them, either

forwards, or towards the shore, that it takes strong rowing to

get her under way again. I have seen a lightly loaded family

boat shot out of one of these whirls so rapidly, that to the sur-

prise of its owner, his boat nearly reached the shore aci-oss the
current before he could understand the cause of her singular

movement, or have time to call the men to the oars. Heavy
boats are seldom affected by them, otherwise than turning them
round a little, and this may be avoided generally by attention

to the steering oar, providing it be well handled by a stout,

strong, active and an experienced man, and no other ought to

have the command of the steerage, for in this depends very
much the safety of the boat and cargo.
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THE MISSISSIPPI RIYER.*

THIS noble and celebrated stream, this Nile of North
America, commands the wonder of the old world, while

it attracts the admiration of the new. From its mouth
to where it receives the Ohio, is 1000 miles by water, but

only 500 by land, passing through the Chickasaw coun-

trj] From the mouth of the Ohio to that of the Missouri,

is 230 miles by water, and 140 by land, from thence to

the mouth of the Illinois river is about 25 miles.

The Mississippi is said to take its rise in the White
Bear lake, lat. 48° 16' N. long. 23^ 17' W. But the na-

tives of the country say tliat it loses its naaie at the falls

of St. Anthony, lat. 45° N. and above them, it assumes

the name of Blue river, which is navigable 300 miles,

making a distance of about 2580 miles from the mouth
of the Mississippi, taking its meanderings.

The following are the principal rivers which empty in-

to the Mississippi on the eastern side, from below the

falls of St. Anthony to the mouth of the Missouri, with

the distances from river to river, and how far they are

navigable, \dz. River St. Croix, 90 miles below the falls,

said to be navigable 200 miles ; Sotoux, 60 miles further

do\Yn, navigable 80 miles; Buffalo river, 15 miles, navi-

gable 100 ; Black, 65 miles, naviirable about 100 ; Ouis-

^consin river, 150 miles, navigable 200; Riviere a la Mine,
120 miles, navigable 50 miks ; Riviere -). la Roche, 210
miles ; Illinois, 160, naTigable about 450, and is 400 yards
v,ide at its mouth.

Betw-een a branch of the Illinois and the Chicago riv-

er, which empties into lake Michi2;an, there is a portage

of two miles ; from this portaije to the lake is a batteaux

navigation of 16 miles. By this happy connection of wa-
ters, tiiere is a complete communication from New York
to New Orleans, through that northern and extensive

route, having only about 28 miles land carriage, in tiie

distance of nearly 4000 miles, the greatest stretch of in-

land na\igation, perhaps known in the world.—This
route from New York, is by the Hudson river to Albany,

* The word ^IL'sdss'ppi, in the lan^aag;e of the fihorignes of the coun-
jtr', is called ** jytessacltipij" which signifies the Father of -waters.
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thence by land to Schenecktada, 16 miles, thence up the
Mohawk river, and through a canal ot 4 miles into Wood
creek, thence into lake Ontario, and up that lake and
Niagara river to Queenstown, 7 milci? below tlie falls of
Niagara; thence 10 miles land carriage round said fails

to Chippewaj, thence up the river into lake Erie, and
through that lake into lake St. Clair, thence into lake
Huron, through lake Michigan, and into the Chicago
river, mentioned above, thence down the Illinois and
Mississippi rivers. This route comprehends the most
extensive channels, and gives a witle scope to trade in
general, and may one day be made a very profitable use
of to individual citizens, as well as highly advantageous
to the trade and commerce of the United States, espe-
cially if they get possession of the northern fur trade now
carried on by the British.

The country of the Illinois is perhaps not exceeded iri

beauty, levelness, richness, and fertility of soil, by any in

the United States, nor perhaps in the world. Its appear-
ance is truly delightful, and some are of opinion that this

is the spot that Is called by some French writers '^ The
Terrestrial Paradise." It yields great quantities of

grapes, from which the inhabitants make a very good
red wine for their own conaiimption. Coal mines, and
salt ponds 100 yards in circumference, are found on the

Illinois river : and on a branch of it an alum hill has been
discovered; there are also appearances of copper. It

yields red and white cedar, pine and mulberry; indigo,

tobacco, hemp and flax are raised to advantage ; the su-

gar and fruit trees flourish admirably ; and some dying-

and medicinal plants are found.

The French used to get their mill stones about 250
miles up the Illinois. There are several beautiful lakes

near its borders, and one 210 miles from the Mississippi,

called the Illinois lake, which is 19 miles and an half in

length, and tiiree in breadth, and contains great plenty

of fish, particularly the Sturgeon and Picannau. The Illi-

nois has a number of rivers emptying into it, and some
of them laro:e, and navigable for 150 miles. The river

Michilimackinack whicli enters it about 190 miles from

the Mississippi, is navigable 90 miles, and has atits mouth
30 or 40 islands, which at a distance, look like a small

village. The banks of t'le Illinois are high and the water

cle^r, and at the U)ttom of the rirer are white marie an^
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gaad. It has a number of islands in it, some of which are

10 miles long. The prairies or extensive meadows a-

buunii much on and near the IJliuois river; these yield

fine large grass and smali shrubbery A Fieche or arrow

*t'me is found on this river, from which the Indians make
their gun flints and point their arrows.

Twenty-five miles below the Illinois, the Missouri joins

the Mississippi on the W. side. It is in fact the princi-

pal river, contributing more to the common stream thun

does the .Mississippi, even after its junction with the Illi-

nois. It is remarkably cold, m'lddy and rapid. Its over-

flowings are considerable. They happen during the

months qf June a:id July; and on account of their com-
mencing later than those of the Mississippi, it is thought

that the sources of the Missouri are northward of those of

the Mississippi.—Traders go up the Jiligsouri 2000 miles,

and for that distance, its waters are unbroken by any con-

siderable rapids.*

The Mississippi, below the mouth of the Missouri, is

always muddy, and abo-jnds v.ith sand bars, which fre-

quently change their places. It carries 15 feet water to

tlie mouth of the Ohio, to which place it is about | of a mile
wide. The current is too powerful, and the river tonr

crooked, to be stemmed by the force of the wand alone,

acting upon srdls. Barges and keel boats, however, may
ascend by being rowed or poled ; a sail is sometimes of
considerable help, and gives ease to the hands. During
the floods of the Mississippi, which are periodical like

those of the Nile in Egypt, th« largest vessels may de-
scend if care be taken in the steerage, keeping them off

the islands, which are numerous. These floods begin in
April, and the river returns into its banks early in
August. Its overflowings or inundations extend further
on the western than on the eastern side, covering the
lands in some places 50 miles from its banks. Abf)ve the
mouth of the Missouri, it resembles the Ohio, like it, clear
end gentle in its current, not quite so wide, the period of
its floods nearly the same, but not risino; t<- so great a
height.—This river yields turtle of a peculiar kind, perch,
trout, gar, pike, mullets, herrino:s, carp, spatula-lish, of
501b. weight, catfish of lOOlb. weight, buffalo fish, and
sturgeon.—Alligators or crocodiles have been seen as high

* For a more particular account of the Miscmri, see AppentJI^:^

M
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up as the Arkansas. It also abounds in herons, cranes,
ducks, brandt, geese, and swans: and its margins are not
wanting in musick, from a great variety of the " sweet
songsters of the wood.*'

Fifteen miles below the mouth of the Missouri, St,

Louis is handsomely situated on the western bank of the
Mississippi, 21.5 miles by water, and 3 25 by land above
the mouth of the Ohio. It stands on a higli piece of
ground, and is the most healthy and pleasant situation of
any known in that part of the. country.—St. Louis was
first SQttied b-y a f w French settlers from the east side ot

the river, about the year 1765. The country falling into

the hands of the Spaniards by conquest from Britain, it re-

mained in theirpossession Until that government gave it

up to France by the treaty of 1800 and 1801 ; from whom
it passed by ri^ht of purchase dated 30th April. 1803, in-

to the handa of the government of the United States, and
was regularly taken possession of on the 20th Dec. 1804.

It is the seat ofgovernment for the territory of Missouri

;

the town contains about 200 dwellings, several mercan-
tile stores, a post office, and is now fast increasing in

population, buildings and business generally.—It has al-

so a printing office issuing; a weekly gazette. The fur

•and peltry trade of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers

principally centres here. It is in lat. 38° SS' N. and the

climate may be compared with that of Maryland and Vir-

ginia between 37° and 39° N. lat.

Cahokia, a small village, is situated 4 or 5 miles below
St. Louis, on the east side of the Mississippi and one mile

up a small river. About 45 miles lower down is the vil-

lage of St. Philips. Fort Chartiers is 4 miles still fur-

ther down. The village of Kaskaskia, 12 miles below
Fort Chartiers, is situated 5 miles up a river of the same
name which joins the Mississippi on the east side, about

90 miles above the mouth of the Ohio. The village of St.

Genevieve or Missire, is situated on the western bank of

the Mississippi, nearly opposite Kaskaskia village; in

1775, it contained 100 houses, and 460 inhabitants; this

and St. Louis, were the only towns on the western side of

the Mississippi at that period. Four miles below St. Ge-
nevieve, on the same side with it, at the mouth of a creek,

is a Hamlet, called a Saline r where a vast quantity of

&altismade, which can be afforded at about one dollar

per bushel at the works.
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A few miles westward of St. Genevieve are several

lead furnaces, which make a large quantity o\ lead.—

They sell it at the furnaces, from three to four cents a

pound.—Tiie lead mines in this part of tiie Mississippi

country are very numerous, and when tne settlements

can afford them to be worked to their full exter«t, they

must yield a vast revenue to the g veniment of the Uni-

ted States.

The ridge wliich forms the eastern bank of the Missis-

sippi above the Missouri, continues northerly to the illi-

Dois river, whence from its summit, you have a mo t O.e-

ligjitful prospect of the Mississippi river for 20 miles

;

and also of the beautiful meanderings of the Illinois tor

many leagues—Next presents itself to view, a level and

fruitful meadow, of at least 100 miles in circuit on the

western side of the Mississippi, watered by sveral lakes,,

and shaded by small groves or copses of trees, scattered

in different parts of it, and then the eye witli ra].ture

surveys, as well the liighlands bordering upon the river

Missouri, as those at a greater distance up the Missis-

sippi.

The point of land formed by the junction of the

Ohio with the Mississippi, is about £0 feet higher t!i r*n

the common surface of the river, yet the spring floods

©verflow it for several weeks. The point is remarkably

rich, having the mud of the rivers deposited on it yearly

and it yields in its natural state peavines, grass, &c. and
in particular, the aspen tree, of an unusual height and
thickness.

The current of the Mississippi runs at the rate of about

S^ to about 4 miles an hour; when very high something

faster. From the mouth of the Ohio to the creek of the

Fouche, whicli is twenty -five leagues above New^ Orleans,

the Mississippi carries from 30 to 60 feet water ; below
this, to its mouth, from SO to 40 fathoms, and is from three

quarters to a mile in breadth. From the warmth and
muddiness of the water, it is rendered a disagreeable

'drink to navigators. By filling some jars with it over

night, it becomes cool and clear, and is rendered more
palatable. The waters oftlie xVlississippi are said to con-

tain medicinal qualities, having performed cures for most
cutaneous diseases, operating on some as a powerful ca-

thartic and as a purifier of the blood. It is upon the

whole, after filtration, and being kept cool in large j^ars
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sunk in the ground or shaded, the most agreeaJrle water
I ever drank, and I am led to believe the wholesomest.
I have frequentij drove o^ a sUg'it stomach fever after
eatin^f;, occasioning a head-aclie and a quickened pise,
hy drinking two, three, or four tumblers of tliis deliglitful

Water. And i have known those distressed with a sudden
attack of a violent intermittent fever, vJiost pulse was
verj quick, and skin dry and hot, to get relief in a few
minutes after drinking freely of this water; two or three
tumblers full throvring the person iiito a fine and free
perspiration.

The principal rivers which empty into the Mississippi
below the mouth of the Ohio, are, WolfandYazooz rivers

on the leftside; rivers St Francis, White, Arkansas,
Red or Riviere Rouge, on the right, 'iliese will be more
particularly noticed asv/e descend.
Among the ibwlsofthis river, especially pretty low

down, trie Pelican are very numerous.*

^
After you enter Vne Mississippi you begin to wind con-

siderably to the southward, and sometimes east of that

point. The cliir.ate becomes mild and warm, and the
winter gives but a ti ifling check to the growth of vegeta-
lion. Tiie banks of the river, especially below roiiit

Coupee, are lined with groves of orange trees, whose de-

lightful fragrance, and the beautiful appearance of their

flowers, added to the prospect of getting the fruit plenti-

fully, has a charming eftect on the feelings, and seem to

form a temporary compensation to the wearied navigator,

for many inconveniencies he experiences, and the toils

arid t'le hazards he may have undergone since his embark-
ation.

* T!ie P..*i"ic:in is a veiy large bird, not unlike the swan ie stiape or co]fu*

;

biit \v!'at I'euders it [)arucul:irly singular Anioni? the feathered tribe, is its

enormoas bag or pouch which hangs under its long hill. This is large

enough to hold 4 or i gallons of water ; they use itpi-incipally however as a
l>t';,erv()ir for the fish they catch, either for their own foo<l, or that whicli

tliey intend to oarry to their youn^.—The Pelican is said to have a me-
lancholy countenance, is very torpid, and to a great degree inactive, so

much so, that nothing can excx;ed its indolence hut its gluttmiy, and that

hunger is the ordy inducement it has to I'ouse finm its stupid sleep. It

ts asserted thnt they seeiTi to be fond of musick. They are longliveil, an<i

capable of being domestlcitted. History informs tis that the em])eror

Maximilian had a tani'* Pelican about 80 years. Their flesh is too coai-se

to be eatea. Their pouches are frequently dried and converted into bags

or imi^a, for the us* of the ladies. The pouch ot this bird is said to have

given rise to tlie fabulous stoiy aniong the an<Meiit^: !fl»at it fed its yoa'ag;

^'itli bioad fraai its brea^^t-.
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The cotton wood tree also groi\ s in great abuinfancc
oil the banks of the Mississippi. This tree on eiaiiiina-

tion has been found to be the same with the Lombard

r

poplar, though some doubt its ifle;ititj.

The waters of this river are kept in their proper chnn-
nel, below 15aton Rouge to New Orleans, by artificial

banks call the Levee, on which are erected a mimof:- ot

saw mills, which are turned by a sluice being cut through
the bank or levee, and the water gus'.iing forth and falling

on the wiieel, turns it with great velocity.—There being
no tail-race, the water expands itself through tlie fiat and
swampy country below.

JFe are indebted for thefollowing interesting description

of the river Mississljjpi and its Delta, with that of the

adjacent parts of Louisiana, to Mr. William Dunhur,
cummunicated btj him to the *^imerican I'hilosojdiical

Societij^from whose work,, vol. vi. it is exiracted.

"The multiplicity of the rivers which are tributary to
tlie Mississippi, extending tlieniselves over an immense
tract, which comprehends nearly 20 deg. in lat. and SO ia

long, must render this river at all seasons one of tlie most
considerable on the globe. The annual inundation, being
supplied'from so great a variety of climates, must naturally

be expected to be of lor.g duration; and n^ay generally be
estimated at nearly half the year; beginning. (cor.->- aii-

nis.' to rise in January, ami failinJunc^ the two ex-

tremes being frequently extended by the early autumnal

and winter rains inlhe soutliern laritudes, and by the pro-

traction of the nort!\ern winters, which retard the disso-

lution of the immense accur.iulalions of snoM in those

cold regions. At the landing at Natchez (SSO miles from
the mouth of the river^l the perpendicular ascent of the

waters of the Mississippi, from t'ne lowest ebb to t!ie high-

est inundation, may be estimated at 50 foet. At Baton

Rouge 200 miles distant) it was found to be 30 feet; at

New Orleans (80 miles above t'le mouth) it is about 12

feet : and at the mouth of the river scarcely any percep-

tible change is observed, excepting by a stronger current,

charged with earthy matter, rolling into the oc^nn <'i)ring

the season of the inundation, at v.hich time all the lakes

anfl communications with the sea are replenislied with tlie

waters of the inundation, and the ocean its<ilf is oftsii

M 2
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repelled to Bucil; a degree that fresh M'ater has been drar;n

up out of sight of land. This gi-eat difference in the per-

pendicular rise of the waters of the inundation, is to be
accounted for from the prodigious number of natural ca-

nals issuing from the Mississippi, and tliose immense
sheets of water, often unbounded by a single horizon, flow-

ing over the banks, and never to retuin, and inundating

vast tracts of country, which owe their existence to the

creative power of this gi*and river, and which finally dis-

charge th'vMnselves into the Mexican Gulph by an infinite

n-umber of mouths, many of whi^h are, in apparent magni-
tade, equal to the Mississippi itself; the space embraced
by the Delta of this liver, on the sea coast, being, from
information, not less than three degrees of longitude.

''' The waters ofthe Mississippi are not, at any time, per-

f<ictly transparent: during the absence of the inundation

t^ev are not much troubled, presenting a slight milky ap-

pearance, which is attributed to the Missouri; but during

the tiineofthe inundation, all the rivers which discharge

tiicir superabundant waters into the Mississippi are more
or less charged with terrene matter, and during the decline

of the inundation the turbidness is sometimes so great

that a glass filled with its water appears to deposite in a

few minutes, a sediment equal to one-eighth of its bulk.

Tins extreme impurity is not to be attributed entirely ta

the immeiliate eflect of the Missouri, but principally to

tlic Axllins in of the mud banlis, either newly formed be-

neath the iiHufuce of the current of the river, or under-

mined by its riipidity, perpetually changing its bed by en-

larging the concavity of its bends, and projecting its

points or head-lands. This operation has a. natural

tendency to len i;then the circuitous course of the riv-

er; but t'>e effect is amply compensated by its own-

progress : for the enlargement of the bends frequently

hrin<ys them so near each other, that the weiyht of the

waters bursts at once through the solid soil, forming in a

few dnvs anew bed, capable of conveying the whole wa-
ters of this mighty river, and sh.ortening thereby its course

m'».»jv leagues. The disruption which took place at Point

Coupee cut off ten leagues, and within this territory, the

cut-o!f at Homochito, has thrown to the east of the Mis-

sissi'">m an island of seven leagues in circuit; and at

the Yaznoz a similar effect has been produced on the west

si'!«/ bv the forinatioa of an island of five leagues in cir-
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CUiiifereace, Those islands are now both converted in-

to peninsulas, by the formation of new land across one
of the mouths of the old cliannel, while the other is par-

tially kept open by the discharge of the (comparatively)

smaU rivers of the Vazooz and Homochito ; the for-

mer of those, nevertheless, is not inferior in magnitude to

that great commercial river the Thames. The conse-

quence of those disruptions is the formation of lakes,

which, in process of time may be removed far from the

actual channel of the river, and, in effect, are now found
to be scattered in all situations over the immense valley

of the Mississippi. «

** When those lakes are first approached, they present
so perfect a resemblance of the Mississippi, with regard
to breadth, the appearance of the banks, and the natural
serpentine fonn of its course, that many persons have
been deceived thereby, and recognized their error only by
the discovery of the stagnant state of the water, the ap-
pearance 0:1 its borders of the Nymphsea Nelumbo, and oth-

er aquatick plants. No person, therefore, doubts that those
lakes have all. in their turn, served to convey the waters
ofthisGither of rivers, and now, during the season ofthe in-
undation, stUl flow with a full cun-ent, contributing their

aid to tb.e evacuation of tlie waters of a thousand rivers

which precipitate themselves into the valley of the Mis-
sissippi. When we take a surA'ey of this vallev? up-
wards of thirty miles wide opposite to the Natchez, di-

verging very obtusely as we approach the sea-coast, where
it is perhaps not le*ss than three degrees in longitude,

and that in no part of it do we discover my other soil tlian

such as is now daily deposited by the waters of the Mis-
sissippi, it is impossible not to believe that this vallev has,

in the beginning, been a branch or inlet of the ocean,
M'hichhas received into its bosom this great river, similar

to.the river de la Plata, the gulph of St. Lawrence. Dela-
ware bay and many others not remarkable for the alluvial

properties of their rivers. When on the other Iiand. we
contemplate the effects o^the creative power of the Mis-
sissippi, which has filled up this prodi.ious space with
soil, more or less solid, and which must, at Natchez,
exceed 100 feet perpendicular above the level of the sea,
sloping gradually like an immense glacis, to the c^ast of
the bay of Mexico, where, nevertlieless, it does no^
•terminate, but shelving off, by continual accumulation,
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frequently embarrasses vessels out of sight ofland,alon^g

tlie coast, to the west of the Missis^ippi: I say, when we,

survey tliis immense work, performed by the hand of na»

ture, we cannot accord with the opinions of certain vision-

ary philosophers, who have been pleased to amuse them-
selves with the pretended infantile state of our continent,

compared to their transatlantick world : but, on the con-

trary, we must grant to it an incalculable antiquity.

When the inundation is at its height, the whole valley is

replenished with water, every where in motion, making
its progress towards the ocean ; so that, at that season,

the river may be said to be thirty miles or more in

breadth at Natchez. The waters Avhich pass over tlie

west bank of the main channel never return. On the

east, a chain of high land, whicli, at many points, is wash-

ed by the river, meandering along its valley, compels its

waters to rejoin the primitive stream; but from Baton

Rouge, the high land, whicli has hitherto held a southerly-

course, diverges suddenly to S. E. and is no more visited

by the grand channel of the Mississippi. All the waters

which escape to t]\e. eastward between Baton Rouge and
Manshac, [fifteen milesj are collected by the Iber-

ville, which passing through a breach in the high land

of about sixty yards, delivers its contents to the rives

Amit, which 'empties itself into lake Maurepas, commu-
nicating with the ocean by the intervention of the more
considerable lake Ponchartrain. The high land is con-

tinued in a very narrow tongue or promontory, in a south-

easterly direction, along the island of New Orleans,

wliich is disrupturcd in many places, thereby venting the

waters of the inundation into the lakes, which otherwise

would be collected into an oblong basin, formed by the

hi'Tjh hmd on the one hand, and the bank of the river on

the other. One half of the Island of New Orleans would
have thereby become so completely inundated as to be

uninhabitable.

<'The perpendicular height of the high lands above the

level ofthe inundation is from 200 to 300 feet at Natchez;

at Baton Rouge it does not exceed 25 ; and on the island

of New Orleans it declines so rapidly as frequently to be

lost under the accumulations of soil deposited by tne wa-
ters of the inundation. In the sides of a canal from New
Orleans to the river St. John's, communicating with lake

Ponchartrain, I discovered the conUnuaktiop of the high
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land cut thiougK to the breadth of little more than 20

*' To a stranger, the first viev/ of the Mississippi con-

veys not tb.at idea of grandeur which he may have pictur-

ed to lumbeli': his first judgment will rest upon the ap-

pearance of its breadth, in which respect it is inferior to

many rivers of much less note- Its principal channel is

rarely a mile in width any where below the Ohio, unless

v/hereits stream is divided by islands or shallows: It is

not unfrequGntly less than half a mile. The magnitude
of this liver is not to be computed by its width, but by its

depth; in whicli it is perr.aps equal to any on the globe;

but it is so contracted at the place of its entrance into the

ocean, as to be then less in width than it is found to be at a
thousand miles from its mouth: the cause of this peculi-

arity is, perhaps, n. t difficult to develope. The natural

ei^ect of rivers is to increase continually the depth and
breadth of their beds, by the perpetual abrasion of their

t.vaters. Snch must be the consequence with regard to

all rivers which do not supply by alluvion a suflicient

quantity of matter to counteract this efiect. Certain riv-

ers, winch in the upper part of their course pass through

fertile regions, whose rich and tender soil is easily broken
down and carried away by the impetuosity of the current,

not only supply this deSciency, but discliarge such incon-

ceivable quantities of earthy matter as to fill up in a
great measure, those spacious bays and channels, scooped
out by the hand of nature, in order to facilitate the ming-
ling of their waters with those of the ocean. In such cir-

cumstances the breadth of the river will always be in pro-

portion to the mean quantity of water discharged dur-

ing the time it flows witiiin its banks ; for it is to be re-

marked, that during the time of the inundation the com-
mon channel of the river is in some measure lost in the

immensity of waters which flow over its banks in all di-

rections. ' The bottom aid sides of the channel, during
this time suffer no abrasion, but* «n the contrary, from,

the diminution of the velocity of the inferior cuirents,

gain rapidly upon the breadth ofthe river. The moment
the current of the river is confined within its proper banks
it begins to exert its dominion over its own channel,

and fashions its bed by the momentum of its waters,

attacking sometimes one side, sometimes the other, ac-

cording as the main filament of the stream is deflected
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from shore to sliore ; by which means larg« portions qt
newly created soil are preserved, while in ot'iier situa-

,

tionsthe more compact earth is undermined and borne
into the ocean, and thus an equilibrium is restored be-
tween the channel and its included waters. Hence, it

comes to pass, that rivers which run through alluvial

countries are much narrower, in proportion to the quan-
tity of their waters, than those whose courses are over
rocks, gravel or sand ; but, on the other hand, their deptlis

are great, and they are frequently better fitted for the
purpose of navigation The Mississippi is supposed to be
navigable (pursuing the western branch, or Missouri,)

3000 miles at least from the ocean. Those who have stu-

died the theory of rivers inform us, that the stability of
the bed of a river depends upon a due equilibrium be-

tween the velocity of the current and the tenacity of those

matters whicli compose its bott(mi and sides. The velo-

city of rivers is greatest at the surface, gradually dimin-
ishing downwards. Hence when the bottom is composed
of matter of the most yielding nature, the channel will

continue to deepen until the velocity at bottom is almost
nothing, and the depth of water will be regulated by those

circumstances. '1 he bottom of the bed of the Missis-

sippi, with the alluvial country, being composed of the

finest sand and the lightest earth extremely comminuted,
His not surprising that its depth sliould be comparatively-

great. Its soundings have, it is believed, never been tak-

en with minute attention; but from New Orleans to the

mouth of the river, its depth is said to be from fifty to

seventy fathom, under the thread of the current, winch
followsthe concave shore; diminisliing gradually towards
the elbows, where there are frequently consklerable shal-

lows. The sudden efTcct of the diminution of the veloci-

ty of water, is no w here more remarkable than at the

mouth of this river; for the rolling torrent no sooner ar-

rives at the ocean, than, finding its bed indefinitely en-

larged, it spreads on all hands : the thread of the current

diverges into an infinite number of filaments, like. radii

from a centre: the velocity of the mass of water rapidly

diminishes, until no longer able to propel the matter hi-

therto suspended and swept along by the swiftness of the

stream, it is deposited in form of a crescent, opposing to

the mouth of the river a bar, with from twelve to twenty
feet water. The current beings less, immediately to the'
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right antT left than in front of the mouth of the river, the

deposition and accumalatioii of niatter will consequently

proceed more rapidly on either side 5 and the velocity of

t\m current being increased by the contraction of the

channel, the bar will be protruded farther into the ocean.

Hence, it appears why the mouths of all alluvial rivers

terminate in a promontory, projecting more or less into

the ocean.—This last mentioned operation of nature

points out the method of improving the navigation of the

entrance of the Mississippi, which may be effected at no
very considerable expense, by carrying out a pier on each

side of the principal branch, composed of piles, so far as

may be found sufficient to procure the desired depth. The
bar will thereby be thrown into deeper water, and, in pro-

cess of time, will accumulate and ascend to its former

height, which will demand a new prolongation of the

piers.—^Every small rivulet passing through Lower Louisi-

ana is a miniature ofthe Mississippi: whatmay be perform-

ed, upon a small scale with respect to the latter, will cer-

tainly succeed by well directed efforts) on fhe former.

The river St. John's, sixty to eighty ieet wide, entering

lake Ponchartrain to the north ofNew Orleans, w^as found
frequently so choked up and impeded by a bar across its

mouth, that <:anoes could sometimes with diff.culty enter

;

sloops and batteaux being obliged, at such times, to re-

main in the lake, exposed to danger. The government
directed two very simple piers, eacli composed of a dou-
ble row of round rough piles, to be carried from the shore

across the bar; and althoudi the piers were pervious to

the water, yet so much velocity was acquired, that the
bar was very speedily sv.ept off, and the river has always
since remained navigable for small sloops and schooners,

V'hich proceed up to the city by the river and the canal of
C.arondelet

« Thedepth of the river diminishes considerably as we
advance upwards: probably owing to the increased tena-
city of the matter forming its bed. At Natchez, when the
yaters are low, it is about twelve fathoms j and there are
situations below the Ohio, where the ordinary boats have
been embarrassed to find a passage both upwards and
downwards : a moderate fresh, nevertlieless, renders the
Mississippi navigable up to the Fall of St. Antliony, about
2000 miles from its mouth. The breadth of the river ap-
pears to be upon the increase upw ai'ds, in proportion as we
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get above the alluvial country, as high as the Mis^souri,

notwithstanding the loss of a number of principal rivers

which flow \ a below. In lat. 4:2 deg. it is said to be half a

mile in brcadti;, which probably ec^uals its mean breadth

from Yazoo'z, to its mouth.
** The margin of the river is the highest land to be foun,d

in the valley of the Mississippi. As the river overflows

its banks, the waters imn^diatelv begin to deposite their

grossest particles, which are chiefly sand and black marl

;

and in their progress backwards, this deposition is contin-

ued until, at length a matter is deposited, so highly levi-

gated, that upon the retiring of the waters it assumes a

compactness and solidity resembling pitch. \\ hen the

river, by disruption, alters its course, and new accumula-

tions of slime, sand and marl are laid upon this very com-
pact earth, a false belief might be induced tliat this solid

soil is not tlie oRspring of the river, but the original parent

earth coeval with the Mississippi itself, upon which this

great river had afterwards deposited the rich spoils of the

northern regions, borne down by it^ "liglity tide.—This

compact soil I have found at the depth of from ten to

thirty feet; and in other situations no appearance is to be

seen of any other than the common soil formed of the mud
of the river. The soil near the river is sandy, particular-

ly that which has been lately formed. From a quarter to

half a nnle from tlie mai'gin of the river the sand is less

apparent, and loses its name of " terre sablonneuse,"'

acquirino; that of " terre grasse," being the richest black

marl, with a moderate admixture of sand. At greater

tlTstances and frequently at some depth under the last

mentioned soils, is found the above mentioned compact

earth, called glaise (potter's earth I) it is"*no doubt emi-

nently adapted to the use of tlie potter, though hitlierto

not much applied to tlie manufacture of carthern ware.

—

Upon all lands long subject to culture, and defended

from the inundation, although near to the margin, the ap-

pearance of sand is almost lost; but it is evident, from

the friability of the soil, and the facility M-ith which it is

cultivated, that a large portion still remains intimately

mixed with it ; whereas the terre grasse (unmixed or pure

marP. yields with difficulty to the plough ;4t exhibits proofs

of the richest marl, a slight shower causing it to crumble

iiito powder after being turned up: yet as our climate is

exposed to sudden and violent falls of rain, with hot sun-*.
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shine, it frequently becomes so firm and unyielding, after

the crop has been planted, that no mode of cultivation caa

be conveniently applied, but barely scratching the sur-

face with the hoe ;
yet this became, with the French indigo

planters, a favorite soil. Although less productive, it is

more easily kept clear of weeds, the compacted soil refus-

ing a passage to their tender fibrous roots, while the vig-

orous tap root of the indigo plant conquers the obstinacy

of the subjacent stratum. From the river bank a natural

glacis is formed, whose declivity at New Orleans may be
at the rate of six or eight inches in 100 feet, to the distance

of 600 or 700 toises, dirainishing ; after which the descent

becomes almost imperceptible, and is gradually lost in

swamps, marshes and lakes, which finally communicate
with the sea."

The following list of the indigenous plants, shrubbery
and herbaceous, to be met with on the Mississippi, along
the boundary, and in the Floridas, may not be uninterest-

ing to many of our readers To the popular names, those
used by botanists are added, in tlie manner practised by
the ingenious and learned author of the " .AV^s on Vir-
p;ima.^^ The botanical name constantly follows the popu-
lar one, and is included in a parenthesis.*

"At the mouth of the Ohio, and down the Mississippi

swamp, one of the prevailing species of timber is cotton
wood, (poplus deitoides of ASarshall,) it bears a very
striking resemblance to the lorabardy poplar, is equally
quick in growth, open, soft and porous. Black willow,
(salix nigra,) black ash, (fraxinus nigra.) sugar maple,
(acer saccharinum,) but not in great abundance, and be-
comes more scarce as you descend the river. I do not
recollect of seeing but one tree of it south of the bounda-
ry. Water maple, (acer negiindo.) pecan, 'juglans illi-

noinensis,) this is met with as high as the Wabash, where
it is not scarce, but becomes more abundant from thence
down to the gulph of Mexico. Papaw, ( annona triloba,) I

have eat of tlie fruit in great perjfection as early as the
17th of July, in the Mississippi ten-itory. Button wood,
or* sycamore, (platanus occidentalis. hickory, (juglaos
hickory of three species.) The cypress, (cupressus dis-
ticha,y begins t^:|^ke its appearance about the Arkansas,
apd becomes very abundant a little further south and ap-
pears to be inexhaustible before you reach the 51st deg.

* Eilicot's Jou iial, p. 2S4.

N
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6f north latitude. It occupies many parts of the swamp
almost to the exclusion ol" any other timber. The cy-

press is a very useful wood, and generally used in tliat

country for covering, flooring and finishing buildings. It

grows in swamps, marshes and ponds, but not on high dry
land. The stem, or body of the tree, generally rises from
the apex of a large conical base, above which the work-
men have frequently to erect scaffolds before they fall the

tree. From the roots of the tree a number of conical ex-

eresceaces grow up, which are called cypress knees, some
of them are eight or ten feet high, and being hollow are

used for bee-hives, and other purposes. 'Ihe long moss,
(tillandsia usneoides,) makes its appearance on the Mis-
sissippi nearly in the same latitude with the cypress and
almost covers some of the trees to^whicli it is appended
before you reach the Walnut-hills. This is a very use-

ful article, and answers ab^iost as well for beds and mat-
tresses as craped horsehair: it is nearly as elastic and
almost as incorruptible. Although this moss, is not like

the misletoe immediately connected with the trees on
Avhicli it hangs, it will not live long on a dead tree. Sv/eet

bay, (laurus borbonia,) magnolia grandiilora: this most
spleiidid and beautiful tree, I do not recollect seeing a-

b')ve the Walnut-bills; but have no doubt of its growing
much further north. It is common through all the rich

land of the Natchez, and east to the Atlantic. The fore-

going appear to be confiiied eitlier to very wet, or very

rich. land, and will be md witii in all such places along

the boundary, and througli the Floridas. with the excep-

tion of the pecan, sugar m,aple and one or two others. The
katalpa, ( bignonia catalpa,' is not uncommon; but ap-

peared the most abundant on the banks of the Coenecuh.
The nyssaaquatica, is conmion on the Chattahocha below

tiie boundary. • Exclusive of those plants, M'hich are gen-

erally confined to low or very rich grounds, the following

will be met witii in various parts of the country. Sas-

safi-as, '.laurus sassafras,,^ which grows to a large size about

tlic Natchez. Sweet gum, fliquid amber,' common swamp
guru, (nyssaintegrifolia, holly, ('ilex opaca,)in great abun-

dance in some parts of the Mississippi territory, and fre-

queiitly becomes a large tree. Parsimon, (dyospyros

viri'.iniana, i very common. Locust, ''robina pseud-acacia,)

hon.e" l€cust,i gleditsiatriacanthos,)black walnut, juglans

njr*a,^ elm, (ulmus araericana,) dog weed, (corous flori-



NAVIGATOR. 147

da,) red bud (cercis canadensis,) mulberry, (nicrusrubra^)

wild pliun, (primus chickasaw,j tulip tree, (iiriodendron

tulipifera,) this is improperly called T^o^j^ar, in the middle

states. White oak, (quercus alba,) black oak, (quercus

nigra,) swamp oak, (quercus aquatica,) chesnut oak,

(quercus prunus,) with several other species, or varieties.

Live oak, (quercus virens,) this very useful timber is

much coniined to the coast, and a short distance from it.

i do not recollect seeing it in any considerable quantity in

^^'est Florida, as far north as the boundary.—Red cedar,

(Juniperiis virginiana.) this is likewise much confined to

the coast, and in s;»'ne places very abundant.—Pinc^

(l)inus,) broom pine, (pinus palustris,) with several other

species or varieties ; the quantity inexhaustible.—Buck
eye, (aesculus pavia,) this is sometimes confounded witli

tfie buck eye, (aesculus flava,) of the Ohio ; they are no.t

the same. Wild cherry, (prunus virginiana.) great paU
vxQti), or cabbage tree, (corypha, or palmitto of Walter,)
cassina yapon, (ilex vomitoria,) the black-drink used h^
the Creeks, and some other Indian nations at their coun-
cils, and public meetings, is made by an infusion of tli^

leaves of tliis shrub. Myrica inodora, fofBartram^i from
the berries of this shrub, the green wax, used in making
candles is collected : these two last are conSncd to thie

coast. Beech, [fagus ferruginea,] chesnut. [fagus ameri.-

cana,] chincopin, [fagus pumila,] some of them are suffi-

ciently large in the Mississippi territory to be split into

rails. Spice wood, [iaurus benzoin,]' Bermudian mul-
berry, [callicarpa americana,] cane, [arundo gigantea of
Walter,] extends through all parts of tiiC Mississippi
sv/amp, ;uul occupies equdlly tlie h-igh, as v/cll as low land,

from the Walnut-hiils dovv'n the river to Point Coupee,
and easterly, from fifteen to twenty miles or more. The
whole of that high, rich, hilij, and broken tract of country,
except where the farms are opened, maybe considered one
solid cane-brake, and is almost impenetrable % but will

probably be destroyed in a few years by the cattle, hogs^
and fires. Its general heiglit is from tvventy to thirty-six
fieet, though I have met v.'iih it on the top of several hills

forty-two feet high. The sinall cane, or reed, farundo
tecta of Walter,] begins to make its appearance on the
boundary about twenty miles east of the Mississippi river,

and with the arundo gigantia, or large cane, will be found
on all the creeks and river bottoms, through to the Atlan-
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tic. The China root, [smilax China,] and passion flower^

[passiflora iticarnata,] are abundant in the rich grounds,
i'he sensitive briar, [mimosa jnstia,] this beautiful and
singular plant, is common to the poor sandy land. Sev-
eral species of thatbeautilul plant, the saracinia, are fre-

quently met with in the niari>ins of swamps, and low
grounds: and three or four handsome species of the wa-
fer dock, fnymphea,"! poke, [ph}'tolacca decandra,"] su-

mack, [rhus,"! several species. Along the water courses,

and in tlie swamps where the land is good, several species
df well tasted grapes are found in great plenty. Many of
the trees in tlie low grounds are Ic^ided with a variety of
vines, the most conspicuous of which are the creeper or
^umpet flower,

i
bignonia radicans,] and common poison

'vine, [rhus radicans,*"] misletoe, [viscum,
|

is in great

abundance, and will be round attached to almost all kind*
#f trees. I have frequently observed it on peach and
ylum trees. In the midc le states it is generally found oa
the common swamp gum, [nyssa integrifolia.J"

For a further botanical description of the plants, shrubs

and trees of the Mississippi, and of the country east of

that river, we must refer our readers to the interest-

ing travels of William Bartram, whose account of that

country and its natural productions is highly worthy
of the perusal of every inquiring mind, and it may be a
matter of no Ilttie surprise that " Bartrmivs Travels**

are so seldom to be met with in the bookcases of gen-
tlemen of taste and reading. We have under our eye a

copy of the first edition, pri';ted in 1776 in Philadelphia,

by James and Johnson, and believe it to be the only edi-

tion ever published, which circumstance we esteem as a
matter of unmerited neglect by the reading part of the

community.

Mr. EUicott while ascertaining the houndaiy line between his catho-

lick m'jesty and the United S<^es, o])servcs in his " jouk>-al," tliat

while ascending the Chattahouthe, (a river emptying into the Gulph of

Mexico, and running throui^h E' st Floiida,) he was lilistcred by the rhus
radicuns (])oison vine) from head to feet. This aptitude, s;»ys he, to be
disordered by this poisonous vegetable I have been subject to from my
infancy, and have generally been confined in consequence of it, at least one
veek In every summer since. The evaporation from the dew hxtia this

plant in the morning, lalling upon me is sufficient to produce the effect-

The initution and heat oftliis complaint was frequently so excessive,

that I had to plunge into the river many times in the day, and lay whole
houi-s in it during the night, which was the only rtlief I could fiud ; meti-

» eai aid had at all times proved ineffectual to i-elicve me.
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ttsCructians and precautions^ necessary to be attended fa

in navigating the Mississippi ricer,

THE hints we have already given respecting trie pre-

cautions necessary to be observed in descending the Ohic;,

will in some particulars apply to the Mississijpi,—But.

there being a considerable difference in the nature oi'

these rivers, a difference of management, and a greater

degree of circumspection, labor, and v.atchfulness, will-

be found absolutely necessary.

The boats intended for the Mississippi must be much
stronger in their timbers, and more firmly built than those

for the Ohio only.^—1'hey ought also to be caulked better,

and much higher all round, better roofed, and have long-

er and stronger cables, and it would be well, if proprie-

tors can atford it, instead of taking along side a canoe, to

procure a kind of long boat, that would carry, in case of a
ship-wreck, a leak, or other accident, 20 or 30 barrels of

flour or v.'hiskey. This provision might sometimes per-
haps be the means of saving a part of a cargo, and the
boat would sell at Orleans, if well and neatly made* for

as much as it might cost at Pittsburgh or any otlier place
where tliey could be purcliased.

The following observations point out the principal im-
pediments, and the most imminent dangers attending the
navigation of the Mississippi

:

These are 1st : The instability of the banks.

2. Currents called bayous rushing out of the riv^r in a.

state of its high waters; and,

3. Planters, sawyers, and wooden islands.*

We shall endeavour to instruct the unexperienced nav-
igator how to avoid them. Tiie instability of tl;?* banks
proceed fron» their being composted- of a loose sandy soii^

* PLAXTKr.s, are large bodies of trees nrnily fixetl by their roots hi the
bottom ot' the river, in a perpendicuhir manner, and appearinj; lio tnore
than about a foot above tlic surf;ice of the wp.ter in its miudling state. So
firmly aiv they i-ooted, that the 'ary,esl boat running against them, wiii
not move them, but they fi'equently iitjure the boat.

Sawters, are likewise bodies oftrees iixed less perpendicularly ju the
rh^r, and rather of a less size, yielding to the pressuj-e of the current,
disappearing and appearing by turns aJsove water, siujiiar to the motion
of a saw-mill saw, from which they have taken their name. They some-
times point up stream as well as down.
WooBEX-TSLAXDS, are places where by some cause or other, large

quantities of dinft wood, has through tune, been arrested and matted tO •

"fiWiitrin diierewt ^rearts ofdie liver.

N Z
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.and m'spetuos^tj oi' the current against their prominent
parts (points,) which, by undermining them unceasingly,
causes them to tuuible into the river taking with them ev-
ery thing that may be above. And if, when the event
happejis, boats should be moored there, they must neces-
vsarily be buried in the common ruin, which unfortunate-
ly has .sometimes been the case. For which reason nav-
igators iiave made it an invariable rule never to land at or
near a point, but always in the sinuosity or cove below it,

which is generally lined with small willows of weeping,
kind, vv^hence some call ihem, though improperly, willow
points, and which being generally clear of logs and plant-
ers, the landins; is easily effected, by running directly in-

,to them, the resistance of wiUows destroying a part of the
boat's velocity, and the rest is overcome without much
exertion by iioldingfast to the limbs which surround you.
In those places the river generally deposits the surplus
of soil, M^ith which it is charged from the continual cav-

ings of the points, and so forms new land on one side by-

destroying some on the other.

The banks of this river from where it receives the Mis-
souri to its mouth, being with a few exceptions below high

A'ater mark, an immense country is inundated when the
river is in its hig'iest state, by wh.ich those extensive

swamps are formed and supplied whicii piove the nurse-'

ries of myriads of musquitoes and other insects (to the no
small Inconvenience of the traveller) and the never fail-

ing source of grievous diseases to the itihabitants. Ther&
are also streams which at ail times sally forth from the

main river with astonishing rapidity, and his vortex ex-

tends some distance into the stream. Boats once sucked
into such bayous are next to lost, it being almost impos-

sible to force so unv**ieldy a machine as a flat bottomed
boat against so powerful a current. It will therefore be

safest for boats never to keep too close to shore, but keep
some distance out in the river. To avoid planters and
sawyers requires nothing more but attention for they al-

ways occasion a small breaker wherever they are, and if

your boat seems to be hurried towards them pull from

them quick, else if you are dilatory you must abide by tho

consequence.
WooiDEN-isLANDS, are more dangerous than real ones,

the former being an obstacle lately thrown in the way of

'the current, an^ the bed of the river not having had suJQ^*
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cleiit time to form that. bar or gradual ascent from the

bottom of the river to the island, which divides the cur-

rent at some distance from the point of the island above

uater, the current will hurry yon against them, unless

you use timely exertion. From all this it must be evident

how imprudent it is attempting to go after night, even

when assisted by a clear moon : but after you are once

arrived at Natchez you may safely proceed day and night,

the river from that place to its mouth being clear, and op-

posing nothing to your progress but a few eddies into

which you may occasionally be drawn and detained for

a short time.

The islands of the Mississippi are numerous and many
of them large, and from their being generally situated in

the bends ofthe river, they become more ciiiticult and dan-

gerous to pass. We have been sedulous, however, in

giving such descriptions of them and pointing out the

method to avoid them, as we hope will be found very use-

ful, and render the danger much less, tlioreby affording a
considerable security to the cargo, and ease to the mind
of the navigator.

The principal islands are numbered, together with such
descriptions of their size and situation, as cannot easily

be mistaken ; and by recurring to the Maps you will find

them represented by white spots, with their numbers op-

posite them. Tlie sand bars are less white and cross-bar-

red ; and the channel is pointed out by a double white
line, which in some few instances may be found contrary

to the direction given in priut, arising from the difference

of opinion among navigators themselves :—where this is

tiie case, we advise that the printed directions shouid be
followed in preferencfe to the line on the map.
The distances are taken from the head of one island ov

sand bar, to the head olthosene^gt below them, including
the supposed length of each, which measurement, (beine

principally by the eye and running of the boat) is earned
out to the column of totals, to make out the general dis-

tance as correct as possible.



Direciions for nai'igatlng the Mississippifrom the Illi-

nois to t.'ie O'lio^ with a short dtscriptiou tfthe tourns

on Its bunksfur that distaiicey and its islandj,

FROM tiie mauth of the Illinois [^] to Wood river a

little below the Missouri, there is a beautiful settlement

rapidly increasing, principally of Auiericans, and a fe^'?

French. Tliis settlement extends through an extensive

rich prairie, affording strong veg^eiation, and is finely wa-
tered. The iierds of cattle through this country are nu-
merous, and their lively and sleek appearance, afford an
evidence of the rich productions of the soil in which thej

pasture.

Island No. 1, opposite the mouth of the Illinois,

channel ri^ht side.

Island No. 2,

I/its nearest the k;l"t shore, cliannel to the right. On the riglit

saoi-e opposite the head of tliis island is a saiid bar.

,- Is and No, 3,

Right ^ide, ch;.nnel to the left. From the head of this island,

jPoitsLc Ivesieu strikes the Missouri in nearly a straight line,

abovit t.-i miles distant.

Island No. 4, channel to the right.

Island No. 5, hglit shore, channel to the left.

Island No. 6, iiiimediately above the mouth of

the Missouri,
Channel on either aide.

Mouth of the Misaouri, 18 }%
St. Cmables, a handsome village, ia situated about twenty miles

up the Missouri on the leftside. It contained in 1807, about 500

inhabitants, chiefiy French ; many American* have settled here

since the cession of Louisiana to the United States. It is 18.

miles from St. Louis by land, over an excellent road, and,

through a rich country, principally pr^rie land. Three miles

up t^is river is Belfont, the principal station for the tro^JS of;

the Unittd States in this tertitory.

Du Bois, or Wood river, 1 19

Islands Nos. 7 and 8, channel*between them.

Sancere's house, right side^ S 22
Opposite is a very large sand fear, ehaanel gcpel on either side.

A small crti k enters at the lower point of the bar, right side.

Island No. 9, left side, channel right side.

Mess river, right side, S 25
Lebaum has a handsome situation on the rightside of the rirer.

Just above a small creek enters.

sr. LOUIS, 8[ 3S
Capital of Missouri territory, is situated on the west side of the

MisaiBsippi, ia lat 38rf 39m a»iU» long. i3d 5lOT wesliroin tl*e
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city of Washington. It extends along the liver two miles, in

three parallel streets, each rising above the other, which has a

veiy handsome appearance. The bimk of the river is high, and

filled with limestone, and most of the houses, are built of this

material, some di them in a grand style and suirounded with

galleries. Almost every house has an extensive j^tu'den or park,

arouad which high stone walls are buiit. The number of in-

habitants is about fiftten hundi-ed. A mile fioa\ the town Mr.
A. Choteau has erected a mill and distillery ; he has an extel-

tent situation for improvement
The country around and west of St. Louis for 15 miles is o»»e

extended prairie, in which vast herds of cattle graze and fatten

on the luxuriance of the soil, Sixty milts southwest, the cele-

brated lead mints of Louisiana art situated. In the middle of

the river opposite the town, is a large sand bar isUuid, No. 10,

channel on the town side.

On the opposite side of the river is Campbell's fern,', frora

hence tlie main road p;;ssing through the Illinois coanli y, strikes

Caiiokia about 7 miles from St Lrmls. This village is hand-
aonif.ly situated at the edge of a prairie. The inhabitints prin-

cipally French.
The countiy on both sides of the river, is exceedingly fertile,

producing com, wheat, rye, flax and hemp, sweet and ixish po-

tatoes, mehinsand fruit, as apples, peaches, pears, chemes, &c.

A growing settlement called Turkey liiil Settlement, the

settlers principally Americans, extends £iom Wood river to op-

posite St. Louis.

Island No. 1
1 , channel on either side.

There is a large and long sand bar at the upper end of this is-

land : in low water it is about a mile in length,

VITEPUSH,
This is a handsome French village on the right side ; it contains

about 50 houses. Opy>osite are two large sarid bai-s ; tliere is a
good channel between them, but the best ciiannel is on the right

side. Bigolua, a large creek, empties in on the left i^de neaily
opposite xliB town.

Aboi;ta mile distant fi-om the river, left side, is lake Marro-
dizua, five miles in length, and from the iower end of which a

small creek fidls into the river. It is said to be well stored w itii

fish, and is the resort of a variety of wild fowl. Some beautiful

farms are situated in its neighbooi-hood. Two miles below tliis

is lake Bond, which is about two miles in length and tw o and a
half from the river.

Island No. ] 2, best channel right side*

Island No. IS.

A bar at the uppt r and lower point ; best channel right side.

Philip Fine's, an old settler,

Merrimack river, right side,

This is a lai-ge stream of Missouri tei-ritoiy, and in high water is

navigable a conside: able distance.—There sre a number of val-

uable salt springs on its banks ; and in its neighbourhood great

abundance of lead is found. The Indians t^ke quantities of it to

St. Louis in flat pieces.

Islands No. 14 and No. 15) channel betweea
them.
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To the left of No. 15 is a large sand bar; opposite a small
cf-etk einpties on the left skJe. Just below is a small ba*-, keep
to the i\^iit.

Litile Piateen, rock and creek, right side, 6
Island No. 16, near the left shore.

Opposite is a k; ;,• s.md bar, which joins the head of No. t8. A
small creek froiu itike Bond entei-s opposite No. 16.

Island No. 17, channel right side.
Opposite tlie head of this island, Swashing creek enters on the
riiiht side.

Island No. 18, leftside.
A liirge sand bar to tlie right of the lower point of this island,

best channel on the right of the bar.

HERCUL\NEUM, ^

A new town on tl»e right side of the river ; the propnetors are

col. Samticl Hammond and n>;ijor Moses Austin ; it coiit:iii)S a-

boiit "20 houses. Mr. MatliXik lias established a patent shut fuc-

toi'v here ; for which the situation is well fitte«l, the town stand-

ing high, on a rock. He has a fail for the shot of iOi) fett per-

peadicului' : and has been at but a triiiins:; expense in jireparing

the place for his faetoiy. In a due west direction about 50 miles

from the town are situated at s small village, c'.\\\ «1 Mine a Bur-
•-ton, the lead mines, which fnrnisli vast quantities of this article.

Opposite Herculaneum is Legle creek, at the mouth of which
is a lai-ge store and tavern ; (com. this place the road leads to

Kaskaskia.

Islands Nos. 19 and 20, best channel to the

right.

Large Plateen, rock and creek,
On the right side of tlie river. The bank of the river from Lit-

tle Plateen to this place, has a majestic appearance. It is a
continual rock of limestone, rising from the bisse, declining step

by step to the height of 2 or 300 feet ; the steps or ledges not

more than 6 inches deep, and appear as if cut by the chissel

;

and here and there springing forth are small cedars.

The soil on the top though somewhat broken is very rich, af-

fording every variety of grain and herbage.

Island No. 21, left shore.

At the head of this island on the right is a sand bar ; channel

between the bar and island. The island is in the form of a half

circle.

Fort Charfcres, 10

Stands on the left bank ofthe rivei'. It was formerly a place of

considerable strength ; built of stone by the French, and suffici-

ently large to accommodate »000 men. It is now faUing to de-

cay

Island No. 22, on the right, channel to the left.

Island No. 23, good channel on either side.

Oi)posi'e this island Establishment creek enters on the right.

PrHij-ie du Rochers is on the left shore.

Island No. 24, near the left shorCj channel riglit

pide. ^-
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Gabarre creek. right shore, 121

About three miles above the mouth of tliis creek lies St Gen-
evieve^a tov^-n of about 200 houses, conUiining 1-2 or 1400 inhab-
itants. The first settlers were French, but since the cession of
Louisiana to the U. S. many Americans have made tliis the
place of their residence. There are about '20 stores ; and it is

the chief mart for the lead hrouglit froii Mine a Bui-ton, and
other lead mines in the territorv. It has a haiidsonie church,
In vLich the Rev. 'M. Maxwell offitciatts ; he is a hospitable
man, .md in hhn th-- st( anger will find a friend and ad\iser. A-
longthe bank of tlie river extendirii^ about 5 miles lies the ''Com-
mon field belonging to the inhabitants of the town, who are
bound to ktep the fences in repair. It contains 700() acres, per-
haps the largest fieid in tlie United States; arsd its pro.lucts ai'e

apportioned to the Inhabitants, according to the propertv held
by ihem in the iov, u. Corn is chiefly raii>ed, but it will vield a-

ny.other kind of grain. Except ii. a small part near Gabarre,
•where the bank is broken and liable to cave, it is an even and
permanent plain.

Islands Nos. 25 & 26, left shore, channel to

tlie right.

These islands are united in low water by a lar^e sand bar. A
little below the point of the latter, on the right is a bar—best

channel to the left, in high water a goo;! channel to the nght.
Opposite the lowt-r poinl of -2Q^ is situated the

Public Ferrj,
Thi'ce miles fiom tliis feiTy and about seven from St. Gene-
vieve, is situated in a beautiful plain, the town of Kuskf.skii, on
the Occoa or Kaskaskia nver. an(i about five mi es from its

mouth. It is tiie oldest Frencli settlement in the Illinois coun-
try' ; for a considej"a])le time it was declining rapidlv, and the

houses fallirig into ruin ; but it is again leviving and promises to

become a place of inipoitance.

Islands Nos. 27, 28 & 29, on the right side.

Chf.nn; 1 to the left, about two n.iles lower dow n on tiie right

Lank" is

Camp RoLidj, 10
In the neighboi boot] of tijis place is a saline at v.hich consider-

able quajititiesof salt are made.

River St. Lora, right side.

This is a handsome .'Jtre^n:; of i ouisiaiia.

Islands Nos. 30 & 31, close to the right shore

in a bend, channel left side.

Occoa or Kaskaskia river, left side,

Fiin'S Ferry, right shore.

Jslands Nos. S2 & 33.

Op^josite each otlicr and nearest the left shore—cliamiel to ttie

right.

River St. Mary, leftside,

Opposite tills on the nght siore is the fine settlej-nent of Bau-

bruly, extending 3 pr 4 iiiiies ou Uie river, with so:ae hanasome
im^jrovenient'i.
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Islancl No. 34, near the left shore.

Island No. 35, nearer the left shore.

Islands Nos. 36 & 57,
Opposite the two last on tlie right, channel between the isl-

ands.

On the right of the lower point of the last island is an eddy,
called tiie Great Eddy. A small stream, Cape St. (>omb, en-
ters on the, same side. Mdler's run enters on the opposite

sho e.

Island No. 38, channel to right and left.

Amite river, right shore, 14
Island No. 39, channel right side.

Island No. 40, cliannel to the right or left.

Three sand bars a little beiow, parallel to each other, channel
left side of the one lying nearest the right shore.

Island No. 41, channel right side.

Calvin's creek, right shore,
A little distance below this creek on the same side, T^fr. Fen-
wiclc resides, a very hospitable man; his improvements are ex-

tensive.

Oi>razo river, right side,

On the left shore nearly opposite, is a bend of the river, is sit-

uated a rock, in which, about 100 feet from tlie smface of the

wntcr is a siagular excavation, known by the name of the Dev-
il's Oveti.

Tlie Grand Tower, near the riglit shore.

This is a rock standing in the river, of iinont 100 feet ciiTum-

ference and 150 feethigb. There is a rnpid current between

the tower and the shorf, and a nnrroAv channel, but the main
ciianMol is to the left of the rook. I'he place appear?, to have
bfen designed by nature for water works on n great scale.

Island No. 42, near the left shore.

Ori ihe right is a large bar, channel to the left of the island nvA
right of the bar.

"liiviei^e de la Pomnio, right side, 4
Muddy river, left side, 1

This is a consi ierable stream of th'^ IlUnoifi countrj'. About 25

rr.'les from its mouth, there is a large body of excellent stoBe

eoal, from v/hich supplies tbi* the smitlvs of the countiy are re-

ceived ; a!id sotne is taken even to New Orleans.

Shawnee Town, riglit side,

Thk is a lanie Indian village, which ie the summer residenceof

a number ofthose peoiile. They are veiy fiiendly and accom-
modating.

Island No. 45, left side.

A large sand bar prqjectsfi-om the heai? and cn© a little be-

low the point of th" island, channel right wde.

Apple creek, right shors.

Island No. 44. channel riglit side.

Island No 45, diannel ri^nt sid?.

Island No, 46, phaanal ngbt side.
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163Devil's Island,
Channel on the right. Just off the head of this island there

is a large sand bar.

Cape Girardeau, right shore,

The town of Girardeau is the capita^ of a district of Missouri

territory. It was laid out by Mr. Lowriraee, who was former-

ly Spanish commandant ; he is the principal proprietor. It is

situated on a high bank, and is in a flourisliing condition. The
country is very fertile ; and an extensive settlement stretching

fifty miles back, strikes the settlement of New Madrid. A
post road from this place to Fort Massac and the mouth ofCum-
berland river.

Island No. 48.
A bar projecting from the left shore nearly reaches this isl-

and.

Island No. 49, a little below.
Cliannel either between the two islands or to the right.

Island No. 50, channel to the right,

A small creek enters on the left side.

Cape a la Bruche, right shore,
A small creek enters on the right. Here is a vast ledge of
rocks, which stretch across the river in a direct line. The best
channel in the middle ofthe river, in which place in low water,
there is not more than 6 feet over the rocks.

Island No. 51, close to the liglit shore.

Island No. 52, just below.
Channel good on either side.

Island No. 53, channel left side.

Opposite this island is the growing settlement of Tyawapatia.

Island No. 54, near tlie right shore.

Island No. 55, channel on either side.
Ues opposite island 54. A small creek enters on the left side.

Tvawapatia creek, right shore, 2
Islands Nos. 56, 57, 58, 59 & 60.

A cluster of islands near the right shore. Best channel to the
left.

Island No. 61, j2
Here the river makes a remai'kable turn, called the Grand
Turn. Channel on either side of Xo. 61.

Islands Nos. 62, 63 & 64.
Do not pass between these islands ; channel good on the outer
sides.—63 and 64 lie opposite each other, a little below No.
152.

Island No. 65, jO
Island No. 66 lies opposite the lower point of 65 on the ri»ht.
and a mile below is island No. 67. Channel neai* the right and
left shore.

Island No. 68, channel right side,
On the right bank of the river colonel Bird resides. In passing
his house you have a beautiful view of the Ohio,

Junction ottiie Ohio,

O
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THE MISSISSIPPI.

Directions for navigating the Mississippi from the Ohio
to New Orleans, with a description ofits islands, sand
bars, bayous, rivers, creeks, towns, settlements, forts,

&c. the distance from place to place being computed by
the running of the current with a time piece, and is

taken from the head ofone island, bar, &c. to the head
of another, including the supposed length of the island

or bar.

Island No. 1 below the Ohio, 5
Lies close to the left shore ; opposite it on the same side of the
river, and just above Mayfield creek, stands fort Jefferson,
DOW abandoned. No. 1 is about one mile long, and the chan-
nel cannot be mistaken, being at all times on the right side of
the island.

Islands Nos. 2, 3 & 4, 11
IJc nearest the left shore, they are small and lie just below one
another—channel right side of them.

Iron Banks, (Mine au Fer) left side, 4
Here is a bluff mixexl with an iron colored earth of a very fine

sand and clay, constantly falling in, of the height of 250 feet

perpendicular, aiid extending a mile on the river, and back
from it in a ridge for five or six miles, when it breaks into small
fiills, and decHnes gradually to this common level of the coun-
try, which is there oak land. There was a post here in 1773,
near the south boundary of, then, Virginia.

Must not go too near the Iron Banks, there being an eddy
near the shore under them. After passing them, hug the left

shere to clear a large sand bar putting out from the head of
Woif island, which you must keep on your right hand.

^Volf island. No. 5, 4
Tills is a lai'ge island lying to the right, tliough when opposite

its head, it seems to divide the cun-ent equally, the right hand
pass turning off suddenly to the right ai'ound the island.

Wolf island sand bar begins at the head of the island, and
spreads out so far as to occupy ^ of the breadth of the river,

vy)nfiiiing the channel to the left bank, where at its naiTOwest

jjointit is not more thai- a quarter ofa mile broad ; the bartlien

lid^cliiics towards the islaiid, extending in length three miles,

and about one mile at its broadest pari, the river being a mile

ind a quaiter wide opposite IJie settlement, and nearly two
miles across at the head of the island. When this bar is cover-

i'd there is no danger, it is obsei'ved by boatmen, fi-om any of

the bars lower down. There are several clusters of willows on

this bar, particularly neai- the island, where there appears to

be a high water pass ioj-ining immediately, under Mr. Hunter's

settlement,

16

20

24

* For Pike's account n the Mississippi from St. Louis-to its source, see

Append.".'; [a S.J



NAVIGATOR. 159

MAPI- Ft. Jefferson

MayfieldC.

IronB-

5M^0lfl5.

ChalKB

£ayou dfeSJke



160 Navigator,

This island is six miles long on its left side, while the right is

•ten, and 5 miles broad, containing 15000 acres of the first rate

land, well tinabeved, having near its middle a beautiful prairie,

high and diy, producing the finest grass for cattle. Grapes
grow on the island in great abundance. A Mr. James Hunter,
the only man 1 ever knew ^vho seemed to take a pride in let-

ting it be known that he was a professed gambler, is the only oc-

cupant of Wolf island at present. He says he has on it 1000
head of hogs, and a large stock of cattle, with whose beef and
pork he supplies boats, barges, keels, &c. passing up and down
the river, together with butter, milk, &ie. I saw at his house a

pair ofwld geese turned, running w?th the common geese, with-

out any \!ish to leave them ; I observed, however, they always
kept close together, and generally in the rear of the others i

they were caught when goslins, Tbi« kind of wild and tsme
goose will not breed beyond tlie f»r&t getteration, £^ '2J
A good landing can be nsade at the foot di the bar ficar the

island-

Chalk Banks, another high faHiug in MufT, begpins aear the
head of Wolfisland, on the left side of the river.

Sand bar, with some willows on it,

It is two miles below No. 5, about 300 yards from the left

shore, a mile long, and in high water it is covered—chsmnel to

the right of it

Island No. 6,
.Tolns the above bar—ehanuel right shore. Opposite this island

on the left shore.

Bayoil Be She puts in, immediately above a point of high

land on the left, and which runs back from the river a consider-

able distance into the country.

Island No. 7, four miles below No. 6,

Lies close to the right shore in the tipper part of a bend ; it is a

It^rge willow island, three miles long, at its head there is a large

willow bar—channel left shore in all situations of the water.

Island No. 8, a mile below No 7,

Lies near the middle of the river, and opposite a point of the

left shore ; it is about 4 miles long. Best channel on the right

tide of it, the left sl(;e is good in high water, and is the nearest.

Island No. 9, three miles below No. 8,

Is close to the left shore, and about three miles long—the chan-

nel is on the right of the island in all stages of the rivei'.

Island No. 10, three miles beiow No. 9,

l^ies nearest the left shore, river turns to the right. At the

head ofNo. 10 is an ugly sand bar covered with willows. Best

dhannel is to the right ofboth. Fir^t left hand point below No.

3 there is a sand bar in the middle of the river, channel to

the right of it—In passing No. 10, especially in high water,

keep pretty close to the right hand pointjust above the head of

the island No. 10 is about a mile in length.

This island and the right bank opposite it, shew the first evi-

dent marks of the effects of the earthquake which commenced
December 16, !811. The right bank for several miles above

and below the island, appears to be several feet, ab^ut three

or four, as ne*r as I couldjudge from the adjoiniofg land, lower
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than it formerly was. Many of the tree3 standing in all di-

rections on the island, and particularly the willows on the wil-

low proint opposite it, clearly evince the concussions of the
earth. This island is said to have cracked to that degree that

several large trees standing on the cracks, were split from the
roots up to their tops.

Two miles above No. 10, a bayou runs out from the right

side, and comes in again three miles below the island. A few
years may make this a safe pass, and form another island.

From the entrance or mouth of this pass or bayou, you have a
fine view of New Madrid, six or seven miles ahead.

New Madrid bar,
Is of the fii-st order in magnitude, beginning on the left sl;ore

fom* or five miles above the town, and extending down about i

three miles below it. It appears to be gi'owing in width, and
drives the current hard against the right bank, consequently
that bank is falling in rapidly from three or four miles above
New Madrid, to two or three below it.

New Madrid, [c 2] right side, 15
There is a creek called Chepousa river, -whieh heads in a
lake 25 miles back of New Madrid, and puts in just above the
town ; it affords a good landing for boats at its mouth. To
make it you must keep pretty near the right bank for some dis-

tance above the creek, and pull in so as to clear the counter
cniTent, and make the land just below the mouth of the creek.
The nearer you land to the creek the better, for the bank oppo-
site the town is almost constantly falling in.

Island No. 11, (five miles below New Mad-
rid,)

Lies near the right shore, close to the up^er end of a small
bend ; it is about two miles long—Channel on the left side of it. \

Island No. 12,
Channel right side. No. 12 is close to the left shore, and is a-

bout three miles long.

A sand bar two miles below No. 12.

It lies in the middle of the river, and opposite a right hand ])oirit

—Channel right side of it. This bar was much convulsed dur-
ing the earthquake; it opened in places, throwinji up blue

clay, mineral eoal, he. ami is much larger than focmerly. The
river here winds to the right.

Island No. 1 3,
Lies near the left shore, and is about three miles long—channel
right side of it.

Island No. 14,
Lies on the right of the river, and on the left of it are four or

five willow islands ; a sand bar adjtrining them makes its appear-

ance in low water—channel to the left of those islands in all

stages of the water.—These islands have driftwood aa their

points, and are about three miles long.

Island No. 15, 2 miles below No. 14,
Is prettv large and lies close to the left shore.—-Channel right

side at all tiraes; At the foot of this island is a long willow bai",

which affoi-ds a good landing on the side of it in high water. No,
15 ia aboot three miles kng.

8.2
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Little Prairie, two miles below No. 15, 5 102
This settlement is on the right bank. Having been much torn

to pieces during the eaithquake ; the inhabitants have princi-

pally deserted it. The forest adjoining the town looks as if it

had been in some desperate engagement, in which it had got

much worsted in tlie battle, the trees standing in all directions

and in gi*eat confusion.

Island No. 16, one mile below Little Pi^irie, 3 105
Lies close to the right side of the river, and opposite to it on the

left, is

Island No. 17, small.
Take the left side of these islands, except in high water, when
you may go between them. No. 16 is about five miles long.

Here the banks appear lower than formerly, sunken and brok-

en to pieces.

Island No. 18, one mile below No. 16, 6 111
Lies close to the right shore. Opposite the head of No. 18 is a

bar, may go on eitlier side of it. If you get between the island

and the bar, keep close to the bar, for fear of being drawn on
snags and sawyers on the side of the island. Na 18 is about 3
miles long.

Island No. 19, opposite the middle of No. 18,
A nd extends down one n.ile btlow it—channel on tiie right or
between them.

Island No. 20, just belov/ No. 19, 4 115
It lies on the right shore—cliannel I'ight side. It is about 2 |

miles long.
)

Island No. 21, opposite the foot of No. 20, 2 117
It lies near the middle of the river-:—channel right side In
high water the left channel is good and the nearest. It ia about

Va o raUts long.

Islands Nos. 22, 23 & 24.

SuiTound a left hand pohit above E;.you river—shannel on the

right side of t*U.of them.

Bayou liver, just below No. 24, 7, 1S4
Enters in on the left side. It is about 50 yards wide. Good j

landing between No. 2+ and Bayou rivtr. '

j

Willow islands, three "or four, 1 12|5

These are small and lie on a large sand bar adjoiding^ the right

rfiore—channel on the k-ft hand of them. Thej are nearly t>*o

miles long. The river forms a half circle Around these islands,

and winds much to the right. Banks here much torn topieees.

A large sand bar, 3[ 12§
Aljout a nnle below the willow islands. It is corered with wil-

lows and joins the left shore. It is about three miles long. Pass

it on the right side.

No. 25, twQ miles below the bar, frfSl
Lies near the middle of the liver—channel good on DOth sides.

It is about pne mile long. There is good landing two miles a-

bove No. 25 along a willow shore and eddy water, on the right

side of the river. No. 25 has been severely handled by the
earthquake.—Fram this island you have a fine view of

The Long, oalled the Ciknadian KiaQh,

i$^
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About 10 miles in length, at the lower end of whioh \a a danger-
ous bar in the middle of the river, the pass is difficult, the river

being filled here wth snags.—The beat channel is on the right

side of the bai", twothirds over from the right shore. This is

one ofthe most dangerous places in low water between the Ohio
and New Orleans.

It appears Uiat a new sand bar has been foi'med between Nos.
25 and 26, to avoid M'hich take the right hand side of No. 25,
keeping the right side until you p;!S3 26.

No. 25, commences opposite tlie foot of No. 25, 2 1S5
And so close to the left shore you can scarcely discern the ?

schute. It is about 3 miles long.—^(^hannel on the right of it. '

No. 2r, is joined to No. 26, 3 138
By a willow b:u', and also Ues near the left shore—channel rl^ht

j

side. It is about three miles long. '

No. 28, a narrow willow island, 3 14i
Lies close to the right shore, and begins opposite the foot of No. I

27. It extends down about four miles—channel left side.

No. 29, opposite No. 28.

Lies on the left side of the river, and ends with No. 28. It is

about a mile long—channel right side. I

No. SO, one mile below No. 29, 5
And lies on the same side of the nver with it—At the lower

point on the right side of the island is a large sand bai\ No. 30
is about two miles long—channel right side. \

No. 31, two miles below No. 30, 4
This island is narrow and Ues close to the rii-jht shore—channel

left side at all times. At the lower end of No. 31 are a num-
ber of snags and &awyei-s ; opposite, on the left side, is a sand bar

©f No 32.

No. 32, (destrryed by the earthquake.)

Sand Bar of No. 32.

This lai-ge bar beg.ns just below the left hand point, two miles

above where used to stand So. 3'2, and extends three miles

down on the left side. Keep in with the left shore passing No.

SI until you get near the left hand point, tlien strike over for

the right hand shore, leaving the sand bar of No. 32 ou your left.

The I'iver here is much filled with'snags and sawyers. i

No. 33, Flour island, 10

Is ne;ir the middle of the river—main channel now right side,

(some prefer the left pass,) keeping as close to the right hand

point as the water will admit of It is about a mile and a half

long. There is a good lauding among the willows on the right

aide of the river op^wsite the foot of No. 33. This island takes

its name from having had flour boats wrecked upon it.

Upper Chickasaw Bluff,

Begins opposite the foot ofNa 3 } on the left bank, and contin-

ues"down about a mile.

No. 34, three miles below No. 33, 5 165
Stands about the middle of the river, and i« nearly four miles .

long. There are two small islands close to No. 34, which may 1

be considered a part of it, between which and the lai-ge one you •

ttUfit not Teature a pci^sage. There is an outlet on tlic loft slww
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nearly opposite the middle of No. 34, and comes in again a mile

above the second bluff—•hannel past No. 34, left si<ie, some
preter the right.

Second Chickasaw Bluff, three miles below No.

34,
Here you see on the left hand a bluff bank offrom 150 to 200

feet ill height, singulaHy shaptd, and vai-iegated with different

colors of the earth, of which the yellow is tlie most conspicuous.

The rive» bearing nard against the bluff subjects it to an alnitst

constant caving down, hence tiie face of ihe bluff is kept fresli

in its appearance. The earth when first picked up at the bluff,

and when it is wet, has a soapy feeling and would appear to be a

good clay for potters, but on examination it is much mixed ^^ ith

a veiy fine sand, which, when dried, renders it frifkble. The
yellow and the pink colored earths are sometimes colh cted, and

when raixt'd with oil and ground, make a tolerable paint

These bluffs, with alltheoihers on the Mississippi, are so irreg-

ular in their formation, the colored veins of earth ninning in

such contrary directions, induces a su^estion of their volcanic

origin. This bluff extends about two miles down.
The river here turns short to the right, and is very narrow.

Close in to the bluff is an eddy, you may keep as near the outer

edge of it as you please, and the channel is9a£e and good though
very rapid.

No. 35, three miles below second bluff,

Is very broad at its head, the left pass turns pretty short to the
right, and half way down is a large willow and sand bar on the
left shore, must keep pretty close to the island past this bar.

In low water the right side of No. 35 must be taken. This is-

land is about five miles long. A mile below No. 35 is an out-
let on the right side of the river.

No. 36, three miles below No. 35,
Lies near the middle of the river.—The right channel is now
the best, and in fact the main one, though so bad a few years
ago as to get the name of the Devil's Ilace Grovnd. The
right hand point opposite the head of No. 36, is a high willow
point or bar, reaching down for two miles ; keep close to this

point and then close round the sand bar, as the lower end of the
schute is narrow and dangerous, there being snags and sawyers
on the bar joining the foot of the island. On the left shore is a
long sand and willow bar extending above and below the head
of the island. The right pass is about three miles thi'ough, and
the left six or seven.

Third Chickasaw Bluffs.
The left side and opposite No 36. They are seen from a mile
above the head of the island.

No. 37, a willow island.
Liep close along side and laps a little past the foot of No. 36, on
its left side, therefore is scarcely observable whe« you tnke the
right side of No. 36. Just below No. 37 on the left side of the
river, are three outletsj within a quarter of a mile ofeach other,
and joining, enter the river five miles below.

A willow beach and bar.
Three miles below No. 37, and on the left side of the river.

Here the current sets hard against th» right shore, and in floods

\79.
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rushes OTer the bank with great velocity. This bar is two miles

Long, and the river winds considerably to the left around it. A
mile below this willow bar the three outlets enter in one hand-

some stream, forming an island of great magnitude, and by way
of distinction, we will call it Outlet Island, the foot rf it being

about six miles below No. 37. and five miles in length.

No. 38, 5 197
This island stands nearly in the middle of the river, which turns

suddenly to the left, and forms a left hand point, so curious as to

have obtained it the name of the DeviVs Elboiv. The head of

the island is beset with snags—channel left side. In approach-
in*«this schute you must hug close round the left haf d point un-
til you come in sight of the sand bar, whose head hr.s the appear-

ance of an old field of trees, then pull over for the island to keep
clear of the snags on your left, while jou leave those along the

head of the island on your right, taking care not to approach
these last too near, for the curi'ent is so i-apid that the striking

one might so shock the boat as to endanger the cargo. Thie
channel to the right of No. 38 is now too dangerous to be run,

it being choked and filled with snags and sawyers. The left pass

b about a mile through, the right thi'ee miles.

Island No. 39, off to the right of No. 38,
And its pass is ten miles round, but never attempted to be i-un

by boats, in fact the island is scarcely distinguishable from the
main land. On the inght side of the river before you get to No.
38 is a V illow bar two miles in length.

Twelve outlets nearly a mile below No. 38, 4| 201
These are small and on the right sh'»re.

A sand and willow beach point, 1 202
On this beach are lai-ge quantities of drift wood and rafts ; it is

about two miles long and jmas the right shore. Here the river
tums to the right.

Island No. 40, 2 miles below the Beach point, 4 206
Is hu-ge, and Ives nearest the left shore—channel right side at all

times. One mile and a half below the head of No. 4(» is a small
island close to the right shore. A n^ ile further down is a lai-ge

willow and sand bar in the middle of tlie river, the willows on
the bar are dirided in several places, formiig two small islands,

with a third lower doM-n, still smaller but on the SMme bar.

Low water passage is to the i-ight of this bar, in high water the
left may be gone. At the foot of No. 4U is a fine landing place,
where there is gentle water and willows to make ff;st to.—This
landing cannot be made well without taking the left ofthe bar.

There is also a good landing on the right hand willow point be-
low the foot of tlie island, which is easily made when you take
the right of the bar. The right pass is about five or six miles
long.

Island No. 41, two miles below No. 40, 7 213
Lies near the right shore, and adjoining it is a bar—channel on j

the left of both. It is about a mile long.
|

Nos. 42, 43, 44 & 45, three miles below No. 1

41, 4 217
By way of eminence, these islands have been dubbed with the j

name oi " Paddfi Hen and Chickens'* They lie in a bend of \
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the river, the two nearest the left shore, viz. 42 the upper, and
the other 45, the one on the right of these is the largest, 43,
and the one nearest the right shore is 44. On the right side of
this last island is a sand bar.—The channel in low water is to the
right of the bar as well as of all the islands. In high water any
of the passes may be gone with safety. From the head of the
first to the foot of the last is about six miles.

Wolf, (called bj Hutchins) Margot river,
This is a handsome little river on the left side.—The French had
a fort hei*e just below the mouth of the river, called Assumption
fort, built in the year 1736, dui-ing their wars with tlie Chicka-
saws, but in the year following a peace ensued, and the fort was
demolished. A good landing may be had at Wolf river, by
pulling over after you pass the four islands above.
Fort Pike formerly stood just below Wolf river, but a better

situation was pitched upon and a fort built two miles lower down
the bluff, called

Fort Pickering.
It occupies the commanding ground of the Foitrth Chickasaw
bluff, on the left bank of the Mississippi. The United States
have a military factor here, with a few soldiers. The settle-

ment is thin and composed ofwhat is called the halfbreed, that
is, a mixture of the whites and Indians, a race of men too indo-

lent to do any permanent good either for themselves or for soci-

ety A landing may be had a little above fort Pickering, but it

is not a very good one.

The fourth Bluffaffords a commanding, airy, pleasant and ex-
tensive situation for a settlement, and the soil is remarkably fer-

tile. Opposite the Bluffer Wolf river, on the right bank ol the

Mississippi, there used to stand a Spanish fort, now demolished.

When this post was in possession of the Spaniaixls, the com-
mandant had a road cut in a straight line from the mouth of

Chickasaw creek, (a small creek two miles below fort Picker-

ing) to Wolf river, for the purpose of taking exercise on horse-

back.

No. 46, President Island, one mile below fort

Pickering, t

Tliis is a noble island, and lies nearest the left shore. Channel
in all stages of low water on the I'ight side of it—the left pass

may be gone in high water with safety, and it is much the near-

est, being but about six miles through, while the right is about

10 or 11 miles round.

Island No. 47, is small, and lies opposite No.

46,
On the right side of it—channel right side. In low ^vater a

chain of rocks may be seen extending from the head of No 46

to the left shore. A mile below No 46 a willow beach begins

and extends down four miles, along which there b a good land-

ing ill high water.

Islands Nos. 48 & 49, four miles below No.

46, 14

lie close to the left shore—channel on their right side at all

times. On the ny^ht side of No. 49 is a large saiid and wiUow

bar, which, M'hen viewed from below, looks like a cluster of

234
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small islrauls. There is a great quantity of drift uood at tlie

head of this bur. The ctiunnel is on the right of it, which you
cannot mistake. These islands are about -H miles loag.

Island No. 50, U mileb-elow No. 49,
Is a wood and willow island lying close to the right shore, be-
low a right hand point. It extends down three miles, and has
a nmch larger opening below than above—chimnel left side at
all times. I'here is a good lauding on the left side of the river
a little below No. 50, where there are willov.s and quiet wa-
ter

When opposite the middle of No. 50, you have a fine ^iew of
the river for 10 or 12 miles.

A sand and willow bar, 3 miles below No. 50,
Lies nc arest the left shore—channel right side, and -« hen the
Aiater is low keep pretty near the bar, so as to take the right
side of No. 51. This bar is about a mile long.

Island No. 51, hardly a mile below the bar,
Lies near the middle of the river—channel left side. The right
pass is the nearest, and safe in a middling state of the river. It

is about three miles long. A handsome sized creek puts in op-
posite No. 51 on the right side.

A willow island between Nos. 51 & 52,
Close to the left shore, scaicely discernible.

Island No. 52, tour miles below No. 51,
Begins below a right hand point close to the right shore—chan-
nel left side at all times. No. 5'i is a willow island three miles

long, and extends down to, and appears to be shutting up the
right hand pass of Council Island. There is a large bar at tlie

head of No. 52, which keep well to your right hand.

No. 53, Council Island,
Seems to lie n(;ar the middle of the river, which tiu'ns suddenly

to the left, and runs S. E. for several miles.—Channel left side

at all times, the i-ight jniss being narrow, and appears to be clos-

ing up by the approach of the young willows at the foot of

No. 52.

The left hand point here is a naked, desolate looking place,

having, however, a few clumps of willows here and there, and
« few straggling bushes growing on it.

From thf.' lower end of No. 53 to No. 54, on the left side is a

high willow beach. Two miles below No. 53, after you get a-

round the sand and willow point, is a g-ood landing in quiet wa-

^er along a handsome bold beach.

Four miles below No. 53, is an outlet, just below which is a

good landiiig arouud a small \>oint Half a mile below this point

is a small sand bar a short distance from the right shore; the

left side of the bar is the best channel. No. 53 is above three

mil'K long.

This island takes its name from a Council of Chickasaws,

Chacktaws, and otlur Indians, and whites, having been held on

the point opposite it some ytars ago, t© settle a matter of na-

tion; I dispute.

No. 54, (five miles below No. 53,)
Lies close to the right shore, having but a small passage on

its 'eft side, whic! tdasout at right angUs, with a slow cur-

rent.—Channel right si'ie. Oil the right side of No. 54 is

«



NAVIGATOR. J^ri

lal^e, high sand bar, extending to the foot of the island, whi,ch

keep also on your left This bar shoots past the head of No. 55.

No 54 is about 3 miles long.

No. 55 (^opposite the foot of No. 54,) S 27^
The right of this island, called the Grajul Cut-ofy is now the

best and most approved of, having ir.ore water and a deeper

channel than the left pass, which was a few years ago altogeth-

er run. To take the Grand Cut-off, you must hug close to tlie

riglit hand point at the h' ad of the schute, for fear of being

thrown on the island to which the current sets powerfully, and

on the side of which are sawyers and snags. Witli caution and
expertness at the oars this pass is safe and rapid, and tlu-ee miles

the nearest, the left pass being 5 or 6 miles round. The Grand
Cut-off makes so sudden a turn to the right, that it requires a

good bok-out to be prepai'ed for it.

For some distance btlow No. 55, the river winds much to the

right, and the cunent sets hard agaijist the right hand bank,

then it turns greatly to the left, round No. 56, forming nearly

thrce-fouiths of a circle.

No. 56, ( 1 i mile below No. 55,) 5 281
Here are three islands pretty close to the left shore, but in low

water they have more the appearance of one, therefore, we in-

clude them all inNo. 56. Channel to the right of them at all

times. In passing round this island, caution and some oar labor

v requisite to keep out from among the newly felled trees along

the right hand bank, against which the current sets so liard, as

o occasion the timber to be almost constantly failing in duiing

the high water season. About a quarter of a mile above the

foot ofthe last of these islands in the bend on the right shore, a-

round a small point, is a tolerable good landing. No 56 is about

three miles long, though the circle you are obliged to take is at

least five.

Nos. 57 [e £] & 58, 3 miles below No. 56, 6 23?
Lies immediately below a right hand point, beginnmg opposite

each other and pretty close to the right hand shore. No. 57 is

a willow island one nnile and a half long. No 58 lies to the

tight of No. 57, is a wood island and extends down two miles

below it Main channel on the left side of both in all stages of

the water.

Opposite the heads of Nos. 57 and 58, in a bend on the left

side of the river, is a large sand and willow bar, by the side of

which is a pretty good landing. The river between the head
of No. 57 on the right, and the willow bar on the left, is quite

narrow, but the channel good.

No. 59, St. Francis Island, 8 2^
Lies near the middle of the river. Smiles below 58—channel
good on both sides. If you take the left, which is the neai-est,

when about halfway down the island keep as close to the left

shore as the water will admit of, for fear of being drawn on a
large raft of sawyers on the side of the island. No. 59 is about
three miles long.

Just below the foot of No. 5% on the right side, enters

St. Francis river,
A handsome stream of 200 yards broad at Its mouth, with a
gcsntle curi-eat* It heads near the Osage river of the Missoiii'l
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—West i^er is a western branch of it On the right' side of
the St Franeia as you ascend, is a considerable lake called
Mitcheganias, rum in^ parallel to, and joins the riv-er jiist above
its c-ntrance into the Missiesipi)i, and again at its htad. It seems
iii fltct to Le the principal channel of the St. Francis. The vil-

lage or settleniint at the mouth of the rivL-r, forms a place of
meeting of hui.tv. rs and tradei's, and a depositoiy fop-their goods,
furs, peltries, See.

Big Prairie, three miles below No. 59,
The scttlenif-nt here was formerly considerable, but it is prin-
cipally abanf'.oned. The scite is on the right side of the river,
and is himdsonie and beyond the usual floods. One mile and a
hi' !f back of the settlement is a hike two miles wide and five
k>iig, a pla«e of gre^it rt-sort for swans, geese, ducks, &c. The
lake is su[)poi'ted by streams flowing from the hills two miles
further tack, and empties itself into the Mississippi opposite
Xo. 60.

No. 60, three miles below Big Prairie,
kies near the n\iddle of th^^ river—channX-l left side. Tn a mid-
dling state of the water both sides ore equally good. It is iibout

one mile long, and the trees on it are chiefly broken oft' and
torn up by t! e hun-icanes. Ojiposite No. 60, on the i-ight side a
little buck fiont the river, ai e set it some hills ard high land,
said to be gootl fl)r tiil.'ige. This tract also is much torn to pie-
ces by hurricanes.

Three miles below No. CO, is a large sand bar and willow beach
on the left side of the river, extending down two miles and a
htilf.—Channel right side ofit Tl-a-e is a settlement opposite
the middle of the bar on the right side, just below which a long
willow shore begins and continues two miles down, and where
it ends a new settlement is beginnmg, there being a small new
dwelling, but no land cleared.

There is a smuU sharp willow hland near the left side, p. quar-
ter of a mile long, and a large willow beuch and sand bar below
it.— Channel right side. 'On the right side opposite this island

is a hitndsome prairie bank. This island is about 9 miles below
No. 60, and a niile below the lasts( Ulcment. Here you have a
fine view of the river foi' about tO iniles.

'{"ht-ee miles below this willow island, on the right side of the
rlvei', is a good binding near tlie end of a va illow shore, whei-e

;?iere is deep water and a small eddy, being in a right hand
bend, a lUtle below a left hand poiut. Opposite this landing
place, on (he Ifcjft side, is a besaitiful prairie bank

A small round willow island (12 miles below
No. 60,) 1

Near the left shore, v/ltb a large willow point on its left, four

iniles below the last small ifeland. There is a snmall p.ass be-

tween tJiis isl'uul and tlie willow point, but the main river

sweeps pvound a riglit hand beud, therefore keep the island to

your left.

One uiile below the above round island, around a right hand
point, is a birge bar, having an ug'y appearance, being covered

with drift v»ood, .snags, willows aiid small coUon trees.
—^Cban-

nel left side. There is a verj- rapid current from this bar to

No. 61, aiid below it
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INd. 61, r mile? below the small round island.
Lies ck»se to the left sliore, lia\'ing a snvall willow island on ks
riglit and joined to it f>y a bar.—Channel right side ofboth. No.
61 is abonl three mi'es long.

No. 62, 3 miles below No. 61,
IJes close to the j-i.:^ht shore.—^Ch:<nnel on its left side, also to

the left of a large bar, lying' between and opposite Uie head of

tlie t'vo islands.

No 63, lies in the great left hand bend, nearest tl^e left shore,

and opposite No. 02, thou di extending a little distance below it.

The bar at, and extending below tlie head of No 63, and v/hich

is covered with willo.vs and drift wood at its head, must be kept
o•.^ your right hantl, the best channel in low water l>eirvgbetweea

it and No" 6', on your left. In high water (he pass is good to

the right of the bar, between it and No. 62. No. 63 is a^>out 3

miles long.

At the foot of No. 62 is a good landing, and also opposite its

1 -wer point on the right side there is good lajidiwgin an edcfy,

and b?side a willow point just below a little bar, where the up-

per s<'liute of No. 62 ends. Along this part of the Mississippi

and below, the scrub grass is seen on the banks in great abun*
dance. [_f-2']

No. 64, 6 miles below No. 63,
Stnids in the middle of the river, and has a willow barjoming
it on the left side nfthe head of the island. The It-ft hand chan-

nel is preferred in all stage? of the water; the right is safe in

fioods No. 64 is about three miles long.

Thei-e is a sindl otitlet half way down the island, on the left

side, running out at right angles.

I'here is pcoofl landing on the left shore in a nuke opposite

fliC foot of No. 61-, Avhere th'^r'e is quiet Avater and a willow

beach. There is also -good lianding on the right side, both a-

}»ove and heloAv No. 6 i-, along a v illow shore.

No, GSy 3 miles below No. 64,
1^1 a smill ifland, about tlu'ee qaartei-s of a mile Ion?.-—Chan-

nel left side at all times, there being but a small pass to the right

of it.

No. 66, 4 miles below No. 65,

Lies pretty close to the right shore, a lar^e sand bar and three

Sm^dl islands join It on the left '•ide, the heads of which are cov-

ered -.vith d'l'ift wood. The left hand channel must be taken at

a'l timo<«. This island is about thr.-e miVs long.

No. 67 & 68, 5 miles below No. 66,

These lie side hv side and nearly in the middle of the river.:—

Channel right of both. Never venture to the left of both, but

in floods vou may go Ix^tween them. No. 68 is on the left of

«7 extending down below it, and is about two miles long.

There is a harb-tween these islands with small willows on it,

lying nearest No. 68 , if you take the middle schute, keep the

bar to your teh. There is good landing at the foot of No. 67,

and along the side of and near the foot (f No. 68, along a wil-

low shore.

No. 69, 5 mil'^es below No. 68,

J^ies close to the ri dit shoi-e, is small, and has on its h^ft side ft

Taro-e willow and fiat sand bar.—Channel on the left of both bar



NAVIGATOR. 175

catS island at all times. No. 69 is about one mile and a half

£dDg.

No. rO, 1 h mile below Ne. 69, S 36?
Is small, lying close to the left shore, and is now no more than a
willow and eotton wood beach, the young wood having ap-

proached and grown up close to the main land, leaving no pas-

sage arouinl it—Cha&nel of course on the right of it. It is a-
bout two miles long.

No. 71, a mile below No. 70, 2 369
Lies on the right shore and is about five milea long.—Channel
left side of it, and also of the bar. There is a large sand and wil-

low bar, on the left side of No. 71, beginning a little below its

head, and continuing around the right hand point to near the
foot of the island. In the left hiind bend about half way down
the bar is a curious outlet, msliing out and taking its course ap-
parently up stream, tracing probably, an old bed of the river,

having on its left a regular bank and large trees, and on its right

a large circular willow beach of recent growth.

The suck of this outlet m high water is pretty strong, and re-

quires a little care to keep out of its reach. You are advertised

of its approach by a number of dead trees at the point through
which the water rushes with great velocity, and by drift woiod

below its mouth.

Scrubgrass creek, 2 miles below No. Tl, 7\ ST&
Is small and i« a right hand bend. Two miles and a halfbelow
this creek, and on the same side with it, a settlement was be-
gan in April, 1809.

Opposite this creek, on the left side of the river is a willow
point extending doM'n a considerable distance.

No. 72, 4 miles below Scrubgrass creek, 4- 380
Lies very near the r^ht shore, and is about two miles long.—

'

Channel left side>—In high water the right pass may be gone,
but it is something longest A little below the head of tliis isl-

and enters

White river, right side,

Where is good landing if yoii take the right side of No. 72. A-
bout tlu'ee miles up white river there is a water pass to tht Ar-
kansas, and which enters that river 20 miles aliove its mouth.
Tliis is a nearer route to the post and village of Ozsik, fi-om a-

bove, than that ofentering at the mouth of the Arkansas river,,

5© miles up which the village is situated.

You can see the mouth of White river, when passing to the
left of the island at the head.

There is good landing just below No. '2, on the left side of

fte river, along a willow beach.

Two miles below No. 72, is a large bar, lying under the first

right hand point, e.vtending out nearly two-thiixls across the riv-

er ; keep pretty well over to the left hand bank in passing this

|)ar.

•No. 73, 4 miles below No. 72, 4 38^
Lies very near the right shore, opposite the middle of tlusisland
on its left sile is a bar—Channel to the left of both island and
J>ar. No. 73 is about two miles lonsf.

No. 74, 4 miles belaw No. 7$^ 6| 390
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Ij a large flat wiilorw and cotton-MOod island lying close to the

r^ght shore, in high wsiter it is cut through in several places by
the current which gifts it tlie appearance of several small

fslands. At its heail is much drift w cod. Channel always on
die left side of it No. 74 is about 3i miles long.

The river hei^ -winds handsomeiy to the right, raaking a

sweeping left hand bend |KiSt the mouth of the Ozark or Ar-
kansas river, when it again winds to the left.

Arkansas river, [g" 2] H mile below No. 74, 5 395
This is a noble and a very Ion?, na\-igable river of Louisiana,

coming in fi-om the west. About 50 miles up it is the post of

Arkansas, and several Chactaw villages, where there is a good
deal of trade carried on in furs, peltries, bulFalo robes, &c. in

exchange for goo<ls, whiskey, &:c.

There are several houses with small cleared inclosures just

below the mouth of the Arkansas, Avhere settlements have been
attempt*"d, but are now vacated, and probably totally abandon-
ed, owing to the overflowings of the Mississippi, which unToitu-

nate circumstance may oblige this noble river to wind its mean-
derinps through an uncultivated forest for eight hundred or a
thousand miles in extent, for a century yc t to come.

No. 75, Ozark island, 3 miles below the Ar-
kansas, S 3.9&

Lies nearest the left shore—channel right side, the left is good
in high water and is something the nearest. It is about tl^ miles

long.

Island No. 76, 5i miles below No. 75, 8 406
Lies near the left shore, and is aboat three miles long—best

cha'snel right side in all stages of the water. Opposite the foot

of No. 7fi, close to the right shore, is a ver^' small island, from
which no danger need be apprehended.
Good landing oppoate No. 76, right shore, willows and gentle

water. From the head of No. 76 the river winds to the right,

making a verv long left hand bend.

\ sand bar in the Uiiddle of the river three miles below No.
76, where the Miesissippi sprea^ls itself to a mile and a hslf in

breadth. In low water the left side of this bar should be t: ken,
where the principal part of the current unll be ohsen^fd to

draw. The riglit side is pretty good. The bar is about a mile
long.

Island No. 77, 7 miles below No. 76, 10! 416
Lies close to the left shore, and the schute that mns to the left

of it is small and takes out at right angles just belOw the left

hand point—channel right side at all times Opposite No. 77,
in the right hand Cvpress Bend, a small creek empties in.—
Great quantities of timber is got here for the Natchez and New
Oileaiis market. Whether it be strictly right that the most
valutible timber, to the amount of millions of dollars, should be
tlius moulded to the use of private purses, where in fact it is

public pioperty, may be a que.stion to be taken into considera-

tion by those concerned in this bu.siness. Louisiana cost the
United States 14.000,000 dollars, and the cypi-ess trees were all

included in the purchase, and are in fact in many cases wortii

t^ times raorethim the land they grow oa.
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There is good lanrling on the left along a wUlow shore t»ek)w

No. 77. This island is about 3 miles long; the river begins to

widen and turns gi'adually to the left for seven or eight miles.

Nos. 78 & 79, 4 miles below No. 77,
Lies nearest the riglit hand shore—main channel on the left of
Voth in all stages of the water. These islands are about three
and a half miles long.

Island No. 80, 3i miles below No. 79,
Lies close to the right shore, and on the left side of it ia

Island No. 81, a very small island.
Pfss both these on the left side. No. 80 is about t\vo miles long.

The river below Mos. 80 and 81 bends to the right round a long
R'itlow point and bar.

Island No. 82, 7 miles below No. 80,
Lies just below a right hand point—channel left side. In high

water the right hand pass is prettj- good and much the nearest.

I'he river here sweeps lo the right, making a lai'ge left hand
Ijcnd round No. 8-2. This is a large island, abwit five miles

long.—Jiist below the foot ofNo 82, is a \er\ small island hand-
somely dividing the right hand pass of that island.

Spanish Moss \h 2] bend just below No. 82.

This is a beautiful right iiatul bend forming three-fourths of a
regular ci cle of about eight miles in length.

The left hand shore around this bend is clothed with willow

9

and sand bars. Near the lower end of the bend the river in its

kighest state beeomes much crowded together, not being more
than one-thii-d of a mile in bi'eadth, consequently very deep and
rapid, and full of boils or swells, but noway dangerws.

Illechecko settlement.
This settlement, of four small cabins, occupied by one Indian,

onf French, and two American families, having as many corn

patches of (hrec or four aci'cs to each house, is at the right hand
point imm' diately below the Spanish Moss bend, and a little

above the head of No. 83. The bank here is pretty high, but

I fear the overflowings of 1813 have destroyed all present at-

tempts to continue the settlement. The peach tree leaves were
green here on the 21 st December 181*2, though the fall had
been unnsually cold and early, and the winter jtfterwards more
severe than had been witnessed for 20 years.

Just above the settlement you run nearly east, and three

miles below it as nearly west.

Island No. 83, 9 miles below No. 82, 14
Lies nearest the left shore—channel light side, main schute and

the nearest, keeping pretty neai* the right hand point to avoid a

bar that runs out from the head of the island towards the nght
hand shore. At the foot of No. 83 is a small island. No. 83 is

about two miles long, the river turns here much to the right.

On the right shore opposite No. 83, is pretty good landing along

a willow bt-ach.

A large sand bar.
Three miles below^ No. 83, and one-third over fi-om the right

fihor'^—channel left side in low water.

Island No. 84, 5 miles below No. 83,
Lies close to the left shore—channel right hand side at all times.

The left hand pass which is sraall, takes out suddenly below ^
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left hand point. A sand and broken willow bar lies alonf sid[e

of the island, filled with Jogs and snags, all of wliich keep pi-et-

ty well to your left. Opposite the foot of No. 84. just be ow the

right hand point, is a good landing place. This island ia about

S^ miles long.

Island No. 85, 6^ miles below No. 84,

Is pretty close to the right shore, aud is covered with willows

and cotton wood—channel left side at all times. Here is good
landing by hauling to under the points or below the island- No.
•$5 is about two miles long.

Nos. 86 & 87, 6 miles below No. 85, 8 477
Are nearly in the middle of the river and opposite each other,

No. 86 beginning first and extends below No. 87, which lies a

little to the left of No. 86.

No. 87 has a handsome grass prairie on it, with young cot-

ton wood, and a sand and willow baa* on its lower point—chan-

nel left side of both in low water ; in floods the right pass is

safe and something nearest—never venture between them, for

tlxey are joined by a bar. There is good landing on the side of

No. 87, and opposite it on the left shore is a raft growing to the

bank. At the head of No. 87 is drift wood and a willow bar.

These two islands occupy a short left hand bend, and below

tliem the river wuids to the left.—They are about ^2^ miles

"long.

No. 88, U mile below No. 87, 4 48!
Xiies so close to the left side that you don't observe it until you
.get opposite the pass that runs around it, and which takes out at

right angles with the river ; it is but a small pass and is never

navigated with large boats—channel right side, which is the

«iain body of the river.

At the head of this island Is a settlement, and opposite it on

tjie right side of the river are fOur others, two of which are

newly made. No. 88 is about three and a half miles long.

Here and lower down are to be seen pelican, swan, geese,

sandliill cranes and ducks, in millions. The sand bars for miles

are covered with them, and at night their noise is so great that

you can scarcely sleep for them. They sometimes rise from

the small lakes adjoining the river, in such immense numbers,

as almost to form a cloud over your head,'1:lie sandhill cranes

particidarly, whose noise you hear when you can no longer sec

tbem, their flight being very high.

Island No. 89,H Kiiles below No. 88, 8 489
Fs a small wood and willow island, lying close to the right shore

-channel left side at all times. It is about two miles long.

Grand Lake, just below No. 89.

Though this is called a lake, there is no appearance of one

hei-e at present, but is now grown up with willows, from the

size of which the old bed of the river must have began near the

head of No. 89, thence bearing off to the right, sweeping around

and forming a great right hand bend, and crossing the present

channel diagonally a mile below the foot of 89, thence bearing

U) the left, making as large a willow and cotton wood point to

yoiu- left Viand as the bend is on the right. At the lower end

ofthis left Inmd point and enveloped among the young willows

a capsiderable distaace from the present channel, isi'
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•^an's Island, No. 90.
Distinguished by the tall trees, with a growth of -willoAvs all

round it. The lower point of the island approaches pretty

near the river, and here it is easy distinguisliing w Ijere the old

bed of the river came in again, there being a young giowth of

timber to the left of the island, broad enougli for its former chan-

nel. It is about 5 miles from the foot ot 89 to the foot of Sea-
ry's island. Near the foot ofNo. 90 is good landing, in quiet wa-
ter und beside willow s.

At the right hand point just below Seary's island is a large

scraggy sand bar, to which has been given by some \vag, the

name of

General Hull's left leg.

It was formerly a dangerous and deceptive enemy ; it is now
harmless, pro-viding you bear well to the left and keep a good
lookout. The Mississippi used to flow over this bank of sand
deep and smooth ; its snaggy head latterly gets brushed by eve-

ry log that passes; every wind that blows ruffles its prominent
features ; and every Kentuckian and Ohioan as they pass it by,
* shake their heads with a sentiment of regret and vexation.'

Indeed the Pennsylvanians do not much like it, for though their

losses have not been so severe, the raortificution it has occa-

sioned have been very galling to their feelii.gs.

Island No. 91, 4 miles below 90, 11 500
Is a small willow and cotton wood island in the middle of the

river. In low water you must take the i ight side of it. la
floods the left is good and the nearest. It is about a mile long.

On the right side just above 91, is a settlement.

Island No. 9:2, 6 miles below 91, 7 507
Is near the middle of the river—channel left side in low water,
in a tolerable state of the water the right is preferred. li^ is a-

hout 3 miles long.

On the right side of this island, and opposite its head, a sand
bar begins and extends down a jnile ; ths foot of the bar is cov-

ered with willows, having a lai-ge i"aft of dinft wood at their up-
per point. When you tnke the right hand pass of 92, hug the
right hand point to avoid being thi'own on this bai'

Good landing just below the right hand point and opposite
the head of 92, also at the foot of the island. Good landing a-

k)ng a handsome willow shore ou tlae left side betvveea Nos, 92
and 9.3.

Island No. 93, S miles below 92, 6 513
Is in the middle of the river. At the head of this island two
bai-s run out from each side of it Best channel in low water
left side, and pretty near the left bank. If you take the right
pass, which is good in floods, ke'?p near the right hand bank, a-

voiding ths island in either ease as much as possible. At the
foot of 93 is a considerable eddy. No. 93 is about three miles
long. Here coinmences the

Nine Mile Reach,
Where you have a beautif"! \-iew of the river.

No. 94, Stack or Crow's nest island, 6 miles
below 93, 9 522

Q
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His been sunk by the earthquake or swept offby the floods;

hut just below where it stood, is a high sand bar, covered with

young willows, and is about the middle of the river. This bar

may grow into another Crow's, but it is to be hoped, not into a-

nother Rogue's nest [t '2.] The liver here bears hard against

the head of tlie bar, and also against the right hand bank

—

channel right side near to the island, thence di^aws towards the

right hand shore.

A creek empties in on the right side just above the two settle-

ments. The Washita heads not far from this place, on which

is a considerable settlement, 40 miles distant, and to which

from heuee is a cut road. It is thirty miles to Moorehouse's set-

tlement on that river.

Crow's nest or Stack island was very small, and stood in about

the middle of the Nine-mile Reach. A large bar had formed

just below where the island stood, but it also has given way to

the current, and is no more.
Four miles below this island (No. 94) is a sand bar in aright

band bend—channel on the left of it. ,

No. 95, 7 miles below Stack Island, 7l 529
Is close to the right shore, and on the left of it is a pretty long

willow island,—channel left side of both. No. 95 is about two

miles long. The river here winds to the right.

The main shore in the left hand bend round this island is fill-

ed with snags and sawyers from the slipping in of the bank ;

keep pretty well out, as the current sets hard in among them.

This left hand bend is about nine mileslong. The right hand
pass of No. 95 is narrow, and takes out suddenly below a right

hand point.

Nos. 96 & 97, 8 miles below No. 95, IC^ 539
Lie pi'etty close to the left shore, beginning just below a left

hand point, and immediately above one another, having a small

passage between them, and joined by a bar in dry seasons. No.

96 is much smaller than No^ 97, they are about two miles long.

Channel to the right of both in all stages of the water. Five

miles below 96 is a sand baron the right hand side of the river,

channel on the left of it.

Opposite and below these islands on the right side are several

small settlements.

No. 98, five miles below 97, 7 546
Is pretty close to the left shore in a left hand bend, and is about

three miles long—channel on the right side of it in all stnges of

the water, and when the river is low keep pretty close to the

Island, leaving a bar at its head on your left hand. At the right

hand point opposite the head of No. 98 is also a bar, which keep
to your right hand.

No. 99, a right haHd point opposite No. 98,
Was once an island, but it is now joined to the mjun shore,

and the channel which formerly run on the right side of it, is

now grown up with willow and cotton wotxl. This is particular

ly distinguished from below the foot ot' the island, by an observ-

able difference between the ishmd timber, and that of a more
recent growth in the former channel.

No. 100, 9 miles below No. 98, 12 5a8
Lies below a right hand point and nearest the right side of the

rivei', having on its right, aad begiaaing a little above it, a loi;g,



1S4 NAVIGATOR.

slim willow island, between which and No. 100 there is a nar-
row but a tolerable safe pass in high water, but in low water it

is nearly dry, as well as the small pass to the right of the slim
willow island.—Main channel to the left of both islands, sweep-
ing around the left hand bend. At the head of these islands are
large rafts of drift wood, particularly at the head of No. 1 00,
Where a large sand and willow bar joins the island. No. 100 is

fibout 4 miles long.

The slim island begins first and ends with No. 100, and a lit-

tle below its foot is a very small island.

Nos. 101 & 102, 2 miles below No. 100, 6 564
Lie just below a left hand point, divided only by a small water
pass.—Main channel to the right of both islands, round the right
hand bend. The left sch\ite of both is pretty good in high wa-
ter, and if you take it, you must hug the left hand point, os it

takes off pretty suddenly. No. 101 lies close to the left shrre,
102 to the right of it and extending down a little below it. The
river here bends to the left. From the head of No. 101 to the
foot o^No 102, it is about three miles.

No. 103, " J/i/ Wife's'^ Island, 9 miles below
No. 102. 12 576
Lies below a right hand point—channel left side. The right

liass may be gone in floods, it is much the nearest, but not so

safe.

Good landing on the left side opposite 103, along a willow
sliore. The river bends Vo the right. This island is about 3
miles long'.

Opposite the head of No. 103 on the left shore, die old bed of

the river formerly ran across to the Yazoo, and entered that

river two miles above its present moutli. This tract is marked
by the young willows with which it is now filled.

Just below No. 103, on the right sitle, and in a right hand
bend, is a considerable settlement, calletl sparta, on which re-

sides judge Lindsey, below whose farm the river bears hard a-

gainst the right hand bank, and it requires sonic pulling to keep
out from among the fallen trees and snag« near the shore.

The bank having given way considerably in one place, an eddy
is formed, but it presents no danger if you ply the oars well and
keep pretty well out.

There are several small settlements on the ri ght side be-

tween the Yazoo and the Walnut Hills.

Yazoo river, [}c 2] 3 miles below 103, 6 582
.A.bove and below the mouth of this river is a large willow beach,

that very much spoils the appearance of its entrance, and gives

it several mouths. In passing it, keep rather nearest the right

hand shore to avoid eddies on both sides ofthe river

Walnut Hills [/ 2] 9 miles below the Yazoo, 9 591

Here is a large eddy near the left hand shore which you must

avoid in passing theliilh by keeping pretty well out There is

a good landing just below the eddy, and about opposite Mr.

TurnbuU's house. The river here makes a great left hand

bend, bearing hard against the Hills, of which you have a very

irne view before you get within two miles of them.

As you pass the Hills you have in view the river for seven or

-ight miks below, and on th« right hand side several settls-
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roent* Such is the crookedness of the river here, that from
seven miles below the Walnut Hille it is but four miles and a
halt" aci'oss to the Yazoo, while by water it is 16.

A sand bar,
Kiue miles below the Walnut Hills, and a small distance above
Wai-riiigton, lying on the left side of the river—channel past it

close to the tight isbore.

Warring ION, 10 miles below Walnut Hills, 10
This is a small viUage of the Mississippi teri-itory, on the left

bank of the river. It has about 20 or 30 frame and log dwell-
ings, and is the seat of justice for Warren county. Its subjec-

tion in high floods to the inundations of the liver opei'ates against

its progress and stability. It was laid out in 1 808-9 on lands of
Mr. Griffith. Some distance back of the town the land is high
and possesses some good farms. Half a mile above the town a
small ci-eek empties itself into the river. Hei'e, as all along the
Mississippi, the water oozing out at the base of the bluff or high
land, contains so much mineral, part of which is pi-obably cop-
per, that if drank by the cattle it frequently proves poisonous.

The inhabitants dare not drink it. It sickens, voailts, and some-
times purges
A water possessing similar qualities oozes fi-om the banks of

the Ohio, in many places towards its mouth. 1 drank, with o-

ther>, some issuing out ir> a small clear stream opposite the

mouth of the Tennessee. It had a copperish and alumish taste,

and the ground over which it ran had the appearance of rusty

iron, hut ratlier of a yellowish cast. The quantity I drank was
small, and I could perceive no particular effect. I was told at

the time, that it had sickened several who had drank of it.

At the first right hand point below Warrington and a little a-

bov€ No. 104, is a large sand and willow bar, which you keep
to your right. Here the river bears hard against the left bank,

and is washing away the front of the farms.

No. 104, 3 miles below Warrington,
Lies close to the left side below a left hand point, having a very

small pass to its left, and which is nearly blocked up w ith drift

wood. On the side of 104 is a large sand and w illow bar, reach-

ing down about two miles, below which is a handsome willow

beach, and good landing near the foot of the island.

You keep the island and bar without difficulty on your left hand,

taking the sweep around the right hand bend. Below the foot

of T* J. 104, is a handsome settlement on the left side, and an a-

Ttondoned one on the right. No. 104 is about three miles and a

half long.

No. 105, Sand island, Hmile below 104,
Lies-close to the right shore, having but a small water pass on

its right side—channel left side at all times. It is a small wil-

low island one mile long. Opposite it on the right side is a set-

tlement.

Palmira settlement.
This is a handsome bettlement ofabout fifteen ffirms, closely

adjoining. It was begun by the present settlers in ISOl, but it

was fitst improved about 55 years ago under British claims,

which are now put in by the original claimants, but in conse-

quenee of the beginning of theiic: sui-veys being lost by the cav-
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tngs of the river bank (it is suppposcd) their lines cannot be es-

tablished, the board of coinmissioaers therefore, had to consid<'

er their titles null and void, and the pre-emption rights of the
tenitory (Miss.) to stand good.

The river round this settlement forms a singular tongue of
land, it being but two miles lacking three chains from the upper
settlement opposite the head of Palmira island across in a line

with the tracts to where they strike the river again, although
around by water it is 17 measured miles.

Opposite this settlement, on Uix, right side there is a lake
within 100 yards of tlie river, which empties into the Tensaw,
thence into the Washita, affording a good keel boat navigation
fi-om the head of the lake through the rivers just mentioned,
into Red river, tlience into the Mississippi. Such is the very
singular manner the country on the right side of the Mississip-
pi is cut up with lakes, bayous and rivers, all communicating
their watere, and forming in every direction navigable streams
from one end of the Mississippi valley to the other, which to
generations to come will be of immense value in facilitating set-

tlements and commerce.

Palmira island, No. 106, three miles below
105.
lies nearest the left side—channel right side. It is 4^ miles
long. A settlement at the head of it.

No. 107, 2^ miles below 106,
Channel good on either side. Twq miles long.

A very large bar puts out from the left hfmd point, just be-
low Palmira settlement, and neaily closes up half the channel,
therefore, if you take the left side of Nos, 106 & 107, you must
keep this bar well to your left hand, passing pi«tty close to the
foot of 103 and to the head of 107. In very low water the left

pass of 106 goes nearly diy. The right side of these as well as
108 is the main and proper channel in all stages of the wa-
ter.

No. 108, 1 mile below 107,
Lies pretty near the left shore—channel right side. It is two
and a half miles long. No. 109 lies close to the left shore just
below 1 08—channel riglit side.

Point Pleasant 3| miles below 108,
This is a handsome settlement on the right hand pmnt 3^ miles
l>elow 108, and opposite Palmira Neck.
From opposite Point Pleasant to the upper settlement of Pal-

mira, it is two miles less thx'ee cliains across by land, and 17
miles by water, measured distance.

Big Black Island No. 110, 7 miles below 108,
and about 4 below Point Pleasant,

^
Lies near the middle of the river in a left hand bend. Low
water channel is on the left side ; the right pass is safe in floods.

It is 3 miles long.

There is a lai^ sand bar at the head of 110, therefore keep
pretty close to the left shoi-e as you approach the head of the
island.

Big Black river, [m SV five mUes below No.
ilO,
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The Graud Gulf (Grand Goufi^e,} at the Big
Black river.

Mere is presented! t6 your \Ie<V' n scene mixed wllh the slbiiju-

lav and sublime. 'Hie river at a su'lden turns to the rlj^lit, rush-

ts itself a"f^ainst a liigh point ofland on the left, at wliose b;ise

are some large rocks, which beat oft'tlie current, and together

T^'ith the sudvleniiess of the turn, a large eddy is formed imr.ie-

diatdV bCl6w th(i blUiT p6intj which extends down half a inile.

Oa your right tVie laiid juts out to a very sharp and narrow
point, an 1 just bc-loxV it and near the right shore, another eddy is

formed of less magnitude than the one on the left side. Th re

is no danger in passing i.liis place if you keep nearest the right

hand point in high water, and thence nearly in the middle of

the rivoi", there being a broad channel, smooth and good be-

t^weenthe two eddies, and if you should happen to gel into ei-

ther of these, you would only be detained a little while, and

have some hard rowing to get out again. The pi-ominent dan-

ger is in permitting your bout to get so far into the bend t'lat she

might get a stroke from the rocks at the foot of the bluff point.

This trowevor is easily avoid-^d by a good look out and timely

rowing.

In lott^ water you naturally sweep round near the left hand

hank, and not iiir from the big rock at the base of the bluff

point, then beanng out to the right to avoid the eddy on the

3eft, and keeping a large bar, in the middle of the river and a-

boat a niile below t!ie point of rocks, to your right.

At tlse sharp right hacd point is a settlement, and another

handsome OJie a little way 1)l1ow the Gulf on the leftside.

A mile and a half back from the river on the kft, is lake St.

Joseph, 12 railes in length and a quarter or half a mile in

breadth. It is fine for fish and fowl.

Bayou Pierre or Stony creek, 10

From the mouth to what is called the fork of this liver, is about

21 rriil-;s. In this distance tlu re arc several quarries of stone,

the'land of a clay soil with gi-avel on tlie surface. On the north

side of this rivcv the b.nd in gener.al is low and ricli ; that on the

south is liigher, but n^uch broken.

Thirty miles up this creek is the v.fiage of Gibsonport, the

seat of justice for Claiborne county, ^liss. Ter. to_\ihich boats

asc'-nd when the Winters nre higli in the Mississippi.

Petit Gulf, (Goiifre) 5

TTere are eddies on both sides—keep near the middle of the

river.

Island No. 111,2 miles lielow Petit Gulf, 2
Lies some distance below the Brst right hand point below the

Petit Gulf and near the right shore. Opposite the head of this

island is a bar in the middle of the river—the chanel is near the

left shore all tlie way arouiul. It is about 3 miles long.

Islalid No, lis. 5 miles below 111,^ 8

I.ies in a bend pretty close to the right shore, and about half

vay down it, commences

Island No. 113, mnth larger than 112,

And lies also nearest the right shf.re. There is a good chan-

]je) iQ tlic left of both these isliands^the cb^ntsJ betweeo ihsm

651
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IS good also. From the head of No. 112 to the foot of H3, it ii

computed to be about three miles.

The Icift liHiid bend is so great from the foot of No. 113 to a

plantation five miles below Cole's creek, that it is 10 miles by
water, and only 1 i mile across by land. This bead may be call-

ski Cole's creek Bend.

A Bajou half a mile above Cole'S creek, left

&itle.

Cole's creek, 5 miles below No. IIS,
This is a considerable creek, spreading out into several branch-
es, ail well known for tlieir gre.it and sudden lisings and fallings

in times of rains. Some of the beatsettlements m Uie Miss. Ter.
are on this cieek and its branches.
Below this creek the bank of the liver is tumbling in rapidly,

and the sliore, in consequence, is full of snags and sawyers, and
it requires attention and not a little labor to keep out fi-om a-

naong tiiem. I'he right hand side is clothed with a handsome
growth of young wiiiov/s for several miles. Five miles belofv
Cole's creek are good settlements on both sides.

Cole's creek Bend is about 17 miles long, beginning at the
head of No. 11 < ami ending at the head of No. 114, where the
river again turns to the left

Fair Child^s Island No. 114,
Lies near the left shore—channel in low water, nght side, and
pretty near the right hand shore, to avoid a large bar making
out from the head of the isbmd. In high water the left pass may
be navigat' d with satety. The liver o[>posite this Island spreads
out to a mile and a half in breadth. It is about four miles long,

and has a pass through it near the lower end. Farms at and be-
low the htad of the island on tlie left side.

Nearly opposite the head of No. 1 1 i, the Bay'ou Teche goes
out and empties itself by way of numerous small lakes, into the
Tensaw, and the Tensaw by the same means, joins the Waslii-
ta, thence by way of IMack river you enter Red river and the
Mississippi again. Tiie settlers on the. Tensaw and Washita
take the rnnt upwirds, and entering the Mississippi by the Tt-
che, descend to Natchez.

Fair Child's ci-cek comes in ou the left side a mile above the
foot of th.- island.

At the foot of No. 114, you begin to see high bluff bi-oken
hills on your left, a small distance back from the river^ and
topped with pine trees, here also, for the first time, you are re-

galed with the sight of the deep green small leafed magnolia,
which grow in numbers on the sides of those hills and iu the
bottoms along the river from t!iis ])]ace,to Natchez.

Steam Saw mill, 5 miles below No. 114, 9 68f
On the right side of the river. It belongs to Messrs. Foster
and Whethei*s of Natchez, who Ik'.vc done much business ^\ith it

Co advantage.

Natchez Landing, 6j Q9f
Here you must ir.cline towards the left hand bank from the right

j
hand point two or three miles above Natchez, in order the ea-

j
sier to drop into tlie eddy at the landing. There is a small

|
vpoint with two or three big trtc^ on it, just above the landiug y
9^ &t tku liwi of tjig cddvj 'r'lich shoots i!ie ctiri^ent oiri wifbi,
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gi'eat velocity. Keep pretty near this point, and w ith smart
rowing for a few minutes you will pass from the veiy rapid de-

scending stream into the counter-cmTent, where you will feel

immediate ease, and be enablt-d to land your boat any where in

the eddy, whicli is about a quarter of a mile long, and from 50

to 150 yards broad in a middling state of the Avater, and in the

higliest stages of the river as large agiduj when the waters reach

the base of the bluff.

The Natchez landing affords a pretty safe hai-bor for boats it

being in the shape of a half moon. The wind seldom distui-b

it unless indeed \ev\ high, and not then to any damage if care

be taken to f:<sten well and keep the boat easj^ and evenly afloat.

Sometimes by unloading fi-om one side :md not to an equal a-

mount on the other, and the boat being thus left untrimmed o-

ver night, the morning may find her filled, even without a

storm, and what might have been prevented in half an hour by
fulfilling the old maxim. '* leave nothingfor the jnorroiv that

might to be done to-day" now o>icupies twenty hours, and per-

haps with the loss of much property.

THE CITY OF NATCHEZ

Occupies a very handsome situation and one tiiat is un-

common on the Mississippi. It is built on a hill nearly

perpendicular, of about 200 feet in height from tlie sur-

face of the river. This hill, called Bluff, affords a fine

prospect up and down the river for two or three miles

each way. The houses in Natchez are mostly frame with

a great many doors and windows for the admission of tlie

cool breezes in the hot months; they are low, being gen-
erally but one story high, and constructed principally for

the convenience of business. The city contains about
300 houses. The bluff on which the town stands is about
200 yards from the river, and the intermediate space, call-

ed tlie Landing, is covered with a number of dwellings,

taverns, dram shops, and trading houses. The bank be-

ing composed of a rich loose sand, the river is constantly

making encroachments into the plain or bottem, and will

in a few yea-'s, most probably, run close to the foot of the

13lutF, and entirely annihilate this part of the city.

There is but one road from t'le Landing up the hill, a-

long which are several (Grange and Liquor shops, situated

ori the brink of the precipice. Though these shops might
be undermined by a heavy rain, and precipitated down
a .steep of KO feet, yet such is the temerity of their

ho! Jers that the^' do not seem tt> think of the danger thej

afe-fb.
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la the year 1805, a large portion of the Bluft' on the

lower border of the town sunk in to a considerable depth;
some houses were destroyed and others moved off with
the earth without sustaining any injury.

Here are established several large mercantile houses
which are much engaged in the cotton business, ana ma-
ny otiiers less extensive ; and a warehouse has been lately

established for the storage of goods by James C. Wilkins
& Co. who also do business on commission. The city

has two printing offices, issuing weekly gazettes, a num-
ber of public inns, and many of the mechanic branches
are canied on.

The staple commodity of this country is cotton, which
is raised to great perfection, and with large profits to the
planters, who accumulate innnense fortunes by following
it for a few years. Vast quantities of it are exported from
Natchez, yearly, to the different seaport towns in the
United States, and to many in Europe ; England particu-

larly, whose manufactories of cotton indeed depend very
much on the Apierican cotton planters for their supply of
that article.

Indigo, rice, flax, tobacco, hemp, and peas, are cultivat-

ed here with great success, and some sugar is made.
Black cattle and sheep thrive well.—The Natcliez coun-
try produces maize or Indian corn, equal if not superior

to any other partof tlie United States; the time of plant-

ing it is from the beginning of March until the beginning
of July. The cotton is generally planted in the latter

end of February and the beginning of March. Wheat
does not succeed well ; rye has been raised in some pla-

ces with success. PlumLs, peaches, and figs, are abun-
dant ; apples and cherries are scarce. The same kinds
of vegetables raised in the middle states succeed here
generally.

The same kind of mounds or tumuli found in different

part3 of the western country bordering the Ohio and in-

deed throughout the United States, are also discovered in

the Katchoz settlements. In all parts wliere new planta-

tions are opened, broken earthern ware is to be met with

;

some pieces are in tolerable preservation, and retain dis-

tinctly the original ornaments ; but none of it appears in

have ever been glazed.*

* Elltcott's Joui-nai.
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From ^Q circumgtance of the Indian ware, as it is call-

ed, being found, it would appear that this country must
have been thickly settled centuries ago, perhaps with a

people much better acquainted with the arts than any of

tlie Aborigines of N. America ever did or do now pretend

to boast.—This is a subject often touched upon by histori-

ans and speculative writers : But both early and late

writers seem to be equally in the dark as to the period at

wbvg^those settlements might have been made, how long

they^&tinued, by whom, or what nation or language of

people made them, the cause of the total extinction or

banishment of the settlers—and finally, they are equally

confounded in the great chain of human events.—Not un-
Hke the sea, whose waves are bounded by a Divine order,

is man's mind—the same thing may be said of botli, " so

far shalt thou go and no farther."

Pope on the limitation of man's researches, has the fol-

iowing judicious observations:

"Say fir^, ofGod above, or Man below,
" What can we reason, but from what we know /

" Of man, what see we but his station here,
<* From which to reason, or to which refer ?

"Through worlds unnumber'd tho' the Go<J be known,
** 'Tis ours to trace him only in our own."

Natchez is a port of entry, and vessels of 300 or 400
tons burden come up the river to the city, meeting with

no other difficulty than the strength of the current and
head winds. It is in lat. 3P 33' N. long. 1<)^ l5' W.
and is about 300 miles above New Orleans, 'ft has a post

©ffice which receives and discharges the Mail regularly

once a week—It is said that a line (f{ stages is soon to be
established from Lexington to Nejw Orleans for the pur-

pose of carrying the United Sta'ces' mail.
It is observed that th^ <voo\ of the sheep in the Natchez,

district is more hairv and less valuable than it is in the

middle st/-^^(*s/^ '^ut that the mutton is well tasted—It is

also o^'^served that domestic animals generally are less

*^^'d and docile, owing perhaps to their being more able

^^j get their living in the woods and swamps through the

year, than is afforded them in the middle and northern

states: and to tlieir feeling less dependant on man for

protection and subsistence.
* R
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The tract ofgood upland in the Natchez district is not
very extensive, being about 130 miles in length along the

Mississippi river, and not more than 23 in breadth.

This tract is remarkably fertile, but the country being
high and much broken with hills, a few years w^ashing

will render the soil of the cultivated parts less producr
tive.

The making of sugar from the cane does not succeed
very well in the neighborhood of Natchez; but from
Point Coupee down to the Gulph of Mexico, it is manufac-
tured to advantage and is the staple commodity of that

part of the Mississippi—Sweet and sour lemons grow in

great plenty on that part of the river.

The climate of Natchez is very changeable in winter,

but the summers are regularly hot, being about 14° of

permanent heat beyond that of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey.

The accumulation of wealth being the grand polar star

to which all the pursuits of the inhabitants are directed at

present, tire acquirements of taste and education perhaps

are too much neglected in and about Natchez; but the

valuable principle of hospitality generally prevails, espe-

cially among the rich planters; and it is this thataflcrds

true "enjoyment and comfort to the stranger and the trav-

eller, and never fails to leave lively impressions of grati-

tude on the mind of him who thus finds a friend, where,

from the peculiar situation ofthe country, he is or may be

most needed.

Island No. 115, 6 miles below Natchez, 6
Lies ueftr the ntiddle of the river, both sides are equally safe in

a tolerable state, of tiie water, tlje left being the nearest, in low

water y u must t^ke the right passage. No. 115 is about th ee
niilt-s long, the ri\er tuins a lit'.Ie to the left.

St. Catharine's creek, ten miles below No.
115, 13
Enters In at a bend on the left shore.

Ellis's, gr White Cliffs, one mile below, 1

These clifls are on tlie left bank of the river, wliich bends short

to thf^ nght.

Islands Nos. 116 & 1 If, 7 miles below, 7

The left of both is tlie best ch-.nnel and the nearest, may go

Ijelweea them in hi^k w ater^^ N9. 1 16 Ues nearest the left shore

^01
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an<! projects a little above the head of No. 117; the river bends
to the left ; these islands are about three miles long.

Island No. 118, 14 miles below 116, 17
Lies in a bend on the right side, take tlie left passage at all

times. No. 1 18 is about one mile long.

Homochitto river, 2 miles below 118,
Enters in on the left side, through a willow shore in a bend ; it

is a small river.

Buffalo creek, 6 miles below Homochitto,
This is a small creek, entering in on the left side.

Loftus' Heights, 2 miles below Buffalo, 2
Are on the left bank, and on wluch is situated

Fort Adams.
Here is a lai-ge eddy on the left side immediately above the

fort ; in order to land near the the fort, you must run near the

lower end of the eddy before you touch it, then pull in and it

will carry you up to the landing place. Pinkneyville, a small

village, lies abnut 7 miles eastwaitl of Fort A.dams.

Line of Demarkation, below the fort, 6

This line was agreed upon between Spain and the IJnited States

several years prio^ to the latter government taking possession

of Louisiana as ce^ed to it by France, it crosses the liver in 31

degrees noi'th latitude.

About one mile below the line is what is called the Great
Cut-oJT, whiuh is only five miles across, and it is reckoned as the

river runs fifty-four miles round.

Red river, 9 miles below the line, S

This is a veiy considerable river entering in at a large bend on
the river shore, [n 2j
Bayou Chaffalio, 3 miles below Red river, S

Be careful that yeu keep pretty close to the left shore from Red
river below this place, to avoid being drawn into this cuirent,

whith runs out on the right shore with great rapidity. This is

the first lai*ge body of water which leaves the Mississippi, and
falls by a regular and separate channel into the Gulfof Mexico.
Notwithstanding the magnitude of this river, it is not navigable

to the Gulf of Mexico, owing to an immense floating bridge, or

raft across it, ofmany leagues in length, and so firm and com-
pact in soine places that cattle and horses are driven over it.

This astonisyUng biidge is constantly augmented by the trees

and nibbish which the Chaffalio draws out of the Mississippi,

•which it leaves in the westernmost part ofthat remarknble bend
just below the boundary, and has every appearance of having
been formerly a continuation ofthe Red river, when the INIississip-

pi washed the highlands from Clarksville to the Bayou Tunica,
(or Willings creek,) the traces of which are yet visible by the
lakes through which a large current passes when the ri\er is

'high. The distance on a straight line from Clarksville to the
Bayou Tunica is not more than eight miles, but by the present
course of the river it is about fifty.

Three Sisters, Islands No3. 119, 120 & 121, n
No. 119 is nearest the left shore, 120 lies to the right of it, and
121 still further to the right, close in a bend on the right shore

;

channel past these is al;yaya on *he left in low water, may go
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between U9 and 120 ia high il(X);ls ; t'ls river here io strui^Lt

for several miles. No. 119 is about 3 miles long.

Bajoa Tunica, below thQ Three Sisters, ^

Is a s.Tiall creek emptying in on the left si le, on which are con-

siderable settlements, cotton farms, kc.

Island No. 122, 6 miles below Bajou Tunica,
Lies in the middle of the river, may pass on either side.

Tunica village, 4 miles below No. 12^3, .

Is situ:ited on the left bank of the river, which foi" about 30
miles above has been forming nearly a complete cii-cle, and
now comes within one mile and a half of the current wliere it

runs nearly in an opposite direction. This is called the T.hanca
Beiul.

Point Coupee Church, 12
Stands on the right bank, and opposite on the left side,

Bajou Sara empties in.

About y miles up tliis creek is a beautirul sotth;raent, cotton

grows here in great perfection ; David Bradford; Esq. fornicrly

of Pennsylvania, lesided here.

A sand bar opposite Bajou Sara.
Pass on either side, it is not seen in hi,^h water.

Fausse Riviere, or Point Coupee,
This is the old bed of the river, and is something like the Tuni-
ca bend, but not so large ; it was cut through a (aw years ago by
some Candian Tradei-s, by which a distance of about 20 raiies

is saved ; it is on Uie right side of the present channel. Here is

a beautiful settlement called

Point Coupee settlement.
Here commences the embankment or Levee oa the right

side of the river, and continues down to Xew Oi'leans, and it is

here where the beauty of the Mississippi and the delightful

prospect of the countr)' open to view. The bariks of the river

from below Point Coupee on the right, and from Baton Rouge
on the left side down to the city of Orleans, have the appear-
ance ofone continued village ofhandsome and neatly built hous-
es. I'hey are frame buiklings of one stoiy high, and stand con-
siderably elevated on piles or pickets from the ground, are well
painted and nicely surrounded Mith Orange trees, whose fra-

grance add much delight to the sceuer}

.

Tliompson's creek, left shore, 2
Up this creek also ai-e soifae fine cotton piantationa, the soil Is

remarkably rich and produces great crops.

Clitfs on the left bank, one mile long, 2
Islands Nos. 1^:3 & 124, S miles below, 4

Lie in the middle of the river, the one immediately below the
otljer, cliannel good on either side. They are about five miles

long. Thence a fine river to

Baton Rouge, 19 miles below No. 1£4, 24
Is on the left bank of the luver. Here commences the high
lands contiguous to the river, and are thirty or fmty feet above
its gi-eatest rise. Here also is a fine settlement, called

Baton Rouge settlement.
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The Levee on the left side of the river csomraences a little a» |

hove this settlement. I

Bayou Manshac, or Iberville, left shore, 15| 88©

Here the river turns short to the right.
^

^
-

Dai'ing the high waters the Bayou leaves the Mississippi in a

considerable stream, and after passing the river Amitee, falls in-

to lake Maui-epas, thence into lake Pontchartrain, and comma
nicates with the Gulf of Mexico near the mouth of Pearl or

Half-w^y river. \j> 2] This channel, which is at present much
choked up, may yet become the principal communication, to

the coast of West Florida, which will be a much cheaper route

of conveyance than by New Orleans. The island formed by

this channel, and on which New Orleans stands, may be consid-

ered the Delta of the Mississippi.

Bayou Placqueniine, or outlet, right side, 8

Here the river winds short to the left, and from thence to New«
Orleans its general course is pretty near that of S. E. From
this Bayou there is a water communication with the Opelou-
aas.

Manshac Church, left bank, 10

Bayley's, a noted cotton planter, right side, 4
Island No. 126, 7 miles below Bayley's, 7

lies nearest the right shore, channel left side, it is about one
mile and a half long.

Bayou la Fourche, (or the Fork,) right side, 10
From the Mississippi along thi& Bayou to the sea coast the set-

tlement is compact.

La Fourche Church, right bank, 1

Arnold's, a sugar planter, right bank, 4
Baranges, a sugar planter, left side, 5

This seat is said to be the handsomest on the river,

ContrelPs Church , right ban k

,

5

BonaCara Church, right bank, 18

Red Church, left bank, 18

Forteus's, a. sugar planter, left bank, 15

Orange Grove, left bank, 12

NEW ORLEANS, [p 2] 4
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THE navigator having now arrived after an irksome

passage of between five and six weeks, (about the time it

takes to descend from Pittsburgh) at the grand mart of

business, the Alexandria of America, he leaps upon shore

with ecstasy, securing his boat to the bank with a careful

tie, mounts" the Levee, and with elated heart and joyful

countenance, receives the warm and friendly hand of a

fellow citizen, in whose integrity he confides, and t©

whom in confidence he can dispose of his cargo.—What
a reverse in the situation of a trader, since the banks of

the Mississippi have become the soil of the United States

—since a governor of republican people has been happilj

placed in the chair of not only one but many tyrants—

since in fact he traffics with those to whom he looks up as

friends, instead of those whose every glance was dire

jealousy and suspicion; whose demeanor was bombastic

pride and ostentation ; whose pursuit and plan in trade

was one continued system of bribery, fraud and chicane-

ry, from the first authority in the old to the last in this

their foreign government.—What a reverse in the situa*

tion of you, western Americans! What a conquest gain*

ed! a conquest equal to a second revolution ! a vast ancf

almost unlimited territory acquired without the loss of a
drop of blood! Happy Columbians! prosperity smileSf

must smile, on all governments equally mild, and equally

just with yours

!

The river opposite New Orleans is about one mile and
a half in breadth, and notwithstanding the apparent velo-

city of the current and the distance to the sea, it "per*
ceptibly ebbs and flows as high up as the city from 12 to

18 inches perpendicular.'** It is about 108 miles to the

mouth of the river from the city ; to tlie English Bend it

is 17 miles, to Fort Placquemines 48, thence to the Passes,

where the river branches out into three parts, 24 miles^

thence to the mouths of the river 19 miles. And here
" the Mississippi discharges itself into a sea that may be
compared to the Mediteranean, bounded on the north and
south by the continents of Europe and Africa, as the Mex-
ican sea is by the two Americas."

In a much admired and justly celebrated work, t the

author of which, speaking of tlie convulsions that manj

• M.S. Journal of Col. George Morgan.

f JefFer8ou*6 Notes on Virginia,
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parts of this country which he describes must'have under-
gone in various periods of time, observes, with respect to
the Gulf of Mexico, "While ruminating on these sub-
jects, I have often been hurried away by ftincy and led to

imagine, that what is now the bay of Mexico, was once a
champaign country ; and that from the point or cape of
Florida, there was a continued range of mountains through
Cuba, Hispaniola, Porto Rico, Martinique, Guadaloupe,
Barbadoes, and Trinidad, till it reached the coast of

America, and formed the shores which bounded the ocean,
and guarded the country behind; that by some convulsion
or shock of nature, the sea had broken through these

mounds, and deluged that vast plain, till it reached the
foot of the Andes; that being there heaped up by the

trade windsalways blowing from one quarter,it had found
its way back, as it continues to do, through the gulf, be-

tween Florida and Cuba, carrying with it, the loam and
sand it may liave scooped from the country it had occupi-

ed, part of which it may have deposited on the shores of

North America, and with part formed the banks of New-
loundland. But," says our author, *< these are pnly the

visiqas of fancy.**



APPENDIX

NOTES REFEREED TO IN THE DIRECTIONS FOR
NAYIGATING THE RIYERS.

[a] HALF a mile fi-om the ferry resides Mr. Tomlinsorij an old

and respectable inhabitant of the country. It is 40 years since he first

settled at this place, on which some years ago, he laid out a town, intend-

ing it for the seat of justice for Ohio county, Virginia, but Wheeling be-

ing fixed on for that purpose, Mr Tomlinson's town declined. He has a

fine farm, level and fertile, and susceptible of great improvement. He
keeps tavern for travellers, and \v hat is a matter of curiosity to the lovers

of nature, he has a fine pair of Elk, with several young ones. The grey
hairs of Mr. Tomlinson bespeak the owner to have seen years to the a-

raount of seventy, otherwise his vigor of body and healthy appeal f<iice

•would announce him to be a man of fifty or less. His wife, the partner of
his youth, accompanies him on the venerable road of old age, equally

healthy with her mate, and equally disposed to enjoy and to share with
him in the advance of life, the happiness resulting from a virtuous con-
nexion in youth, and an amiable uiity of minds for a period of forty yeai-s.

INlr. Tomlinson is still in the spirit of biinging his place into more no-
tice, and the last time I saw him (in 1812) he very anxiously inquired of
me what a printing pi'ess would cost being quite in the humor of having
one established for the good of his neighborhood. On my doubting the
success of such an establishment in so tliin and scattered a settlement, the
old gentleman spiritedly replied, he was determined to have a press
should he be obliged to buy tlie types and pay the whole of the expense
ofcarr) iiig it on himself.

[5] AN anecdote higlily favorable to the population of the western
country.—Mr. Charles Wells, sen. resident on the Ohio river, fifty miles
below Wheeling, related to me while at his house in October, 1812, the
following circuoistances :—That he has had by two wives (tiie last of m hich
still lives, and is a hale sraait young looking woniai ) tivtnty-tivo children^
sixteen ofwhom are living, het-ltliy, and many of tlum ra irried and have
already pntty large fimilie-.—That a tenant erf" his, a Mr. Scott, a Maiy^-
lander, has also hii(\ twenty-two, the last beingnoM atthebi*east of its mo-
ther, who is yet a lively and gay Irishwomsn, being Scott's second vift '—
That a Mr. Goi'don, an AmericanGerman, fonnerfv a neiglibor of Mr.
Wells, now residing on Little Muskingum, state of (.'>hio, has had by. tw o
w.ves tiventy-eight children Mr. X^oi-don is near eigJity yeais old, ac^
tive and h:tle in healtli. T hus, these tliree woithy families have had bora
to th^m serienty-tuH) chJldren, a t^umber unexampled pei4irj)S in an\ other
part of the world, *nd •uchaswwid mak? Boifon stait;, wherfheungeng
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tgrously asset-cs, a3 well as several other classical writers* of Europe, thftt

«« animal life degtnerutes in America."
Mr. Weils further states, that a tenant of his son Charles has a family of

fifteen children.—That last year (1811) within a circuit of ten miles a-

rou' d him, ten women had born to them twenty children, each having

h'rid twins.— The banks of the Ohio seem peculiarly grateful to the prop-

agation of the nuiiian sp<;cies, and perhaps, stronger evidences could not

be piO'Uiced than the anecdotes just related. Indeed, an observation to

tliis tifect can scarcely be missed by any person descending that river,

and calling frequently at the cabins on its banks. Children are the first

object that strikes the stranger's eye on mounting the bank, and their

hf^uithfui, playful noise, the last thing that cheers his ears after leaving

the, not unfreqiiently ragged looking premises.

Mr. Wells is sixty-eight years of age, and ti'uly a hale, healthy looking-

man, and it is not uncommon for him to ride to Wheeling, a distance of

50 miles in n day, and last year he says he rode to Ids brothers, 12 miles

above Wheeling, and got there by sun down,

[e] THE largest sauARE fort, by some called the town, contains

forty acres, encompassed by a wall of eailh from 6 to 10 feet high, and
from 25 to 36 f et in breadth at the base. On each side are three open-
ings, at equal distances, resembling twelve gateways. The entrances at

the middle are the largest, particularly that on the side next the Mus-
kingum. From this outlet is a coveht way, formed of two parallel walls

of earth, '231 feet distant from each other, measuring from centre to cen-

tre. The walls at the most elevated part on the inside are 21 feet in

height, and 42 in breadth at the base, but on the outside average only 5

feet high. This forms a passage of about 360 feet in length, leading by a

gradual descent to the low giwmds, where it probably at the time of its

construction reached the margin of the river. Its walls commence at CO
feetfiom the ramparts of the fort; and increase in elevation as the way
descends towaixis the river ; and the bottom is crowned in the centre, io

tlie manner of a well formed turnpike road.

Within the walls of the foit, at the northwest comer, is an oblong, ele-

vated square, 188 feet long, 1.52 broad, and 9 feet high; level on the

summit, and nearly pei-pendicular at Uie sides. At the centre of each

of the sides the eaith is pi-ojected, foi-ming gradual ascents to the top, e-

qually regular, and about 6 feet in width.

Near the south wall is another elevated square, ISO feet by 120 and 8

feet high ; similar to the other, excepting, that instead of an ascent to g«
up on the side next Uie wall, there is a hollow way 10 feet wide leading

20 feet towards the centre, and then rising with a gradual slope to the

|op.

\t the south-east comer is a third elevated square, t08 by 54 feet, with,

ftscents at the ends ; but not so high nor perfect as the two others.

A little to the south-west of the centre of the f06t is a circular mound,

fthout 30 feet in diameter and 5 in height; near>^^hieh are four small ex.

eavations at equal distances, and opposite each othier.

At the south-west corner of the fort is a simicircular parapet, crowned
W7.th a mound, which guaixls the opening in tlie wall.

Towardi tlie south-east is a .smali^r fort, containing t>0 acres, witlia

gftte way in the cr-ntre of each side aftr^^ajt each comer. These openings

are defended witii circular mounds .^^h ..^aj*-

On the outside of the soiallei-fort is 0im:ifry, in form a sugar-losK^fa

fDagnitude and height which stiikc tlier&holder uith astonislaiieS^' 'Its

• Reynal, Robertson,. 6cc. Cj^!



kise is a regular circle tl5 feet in diameter; and its perpendicular alti»'

tade is 30 feet. It is surrounded with a ditch 4 feet deep and 15 wide,
and defended by a parapet 4 feet high, through wWch is an opening or
gate-way towards the fort 20 feet wide.

There are other walls, mounds and excavations, less conspicuous and
entii'e, but exhibiting equal proofs of art and design.

Harris's Tour.

^d'\ A MILE north of New Lancaster is a singular elevation called

the Standing' Rock. It is situated in an extensive plain, and on the edge
of a large prairie. The south-west front shews a bare perpendicular pile

of rocks ofabout 500 feet in height.—It may be a mile and ahalfaroun<5
the base and not more than about 30 by 100 yards across the top. The
north-east side is tolerable easy of ascent, but 1 clambered up the south-
west comer, and found it very difScult to ascend. In the edge of a pro-
jecting rqck on the summit of this immense pile, looking to the south-west,
and commanding a most extensive view of the surrounding flat country
below you, is a hole of about four or five inches in diameter, a perfect cir-

cle, and evidently a work of art; not more probably than from 12 to 18
inches through, where it sti'ikes the face of another rock. On appi-oach-
ing Lancaster, from the westward across the prairie, the front and height
of the *' Standing Rock" has a romantic appearance, and forms a pleas-

ant contrast with the level countiy through which you have been travel-

ling.

[<?3 A Jloating gristmill. AT this island. No. 42, we saw a mill of
this kind in operation, gi'inding corn, attended by two little bareheaded
boys. I should like to give the reader some idea of the novelty of this 1*6"

ally temporary and^mo^^ng machine, but one which, however, to a thinly-

settled country, and where regular mills are distant, is highly useful to
the inhabitants on the river, since the expense is trifling, and easily con-
structed. It is fashioned something in this way : A flat boat of the scow
kind cairies the stones and running geai*s, which are simply constructed,
and the stones small. One end of the shaft ofthe water-wheel is also cai'-

i-ied by this flat, while the other end rests upon a large canoe beyond the
wheel, and which lies parallel with the fiat, and fastened to it by timber
running across from the ends of the canoe lo those of the fiat, the timbers
being strongly pinned down to each. This is all the labor the big canoe
has to perform, to carry one end of the shaft of the ponderous water-
wheel, which of course moves between it and the flat, having the ci-oss.

timbers above and below. On the other side of the flat carrjnng the
mill, is another boat which may be denominated the 'teJider, having the
bags and barrels of the gix)und and ungi'ound grain. It is also fastened a-
long side and close to the mill boat. The two flats are covered with clap-
boM"ds, the sides and ends being all open to wind and weather, with a
view, perhaps, that the whole may be the less affected by the winds of
the river The canoe has no cover, nor oars, nor paddles. The whole
Riachinery is fastened by ropes, or grape vines to a suspending tree, pro^
jecting rock or log, and thus afloat in a rapidly running current, the mill
grinds night and day, as necessity compels, or inclination serves, without
tax for ground rent, milldam, or race.

[/] SEVENTY miles above the mouth of the Big Kenhawa and a
Iktle below the falls of that river are a number of salt woi"ks lately put in-
to operation, and which yield an immense quantity of excellent salt. In
August, 1810, there was 11 furn^jces at work, each containing 60 kettles,
«5ul making at the rate of from 35 to 50 bushels of salt daily, averaging fei
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all about 400 bushth per day. Since which (Dec. 1810) we learn that
there have been five furnaces more erected, and make an equal quanti-
ty with the others; hence we may calculate the quantity made now to be
about 580 bushels jier day, or 174,000 bushels annually ; which they can
afford at the works at 70 cents, 50lbs to the bushel, and it can be fiei'ht-
ed to Pittsburgh, 283 miles up the Ohio, for §1 50 per barrel, which
will reduce it to the low price o^Jive dollars per barrel; fifty, nay, in
some cases, one hundred per cent, lower than we have been able to ob-
tain Onondago salt. These salt furnaces are immediately on th« beach
or eflge of the river, and extend on both sides for six miles distance. In
the first place they have to dig about 10 or 15 feet through sand and
mud, when they eome to the rock, then the boring commences with a
two and a hrftf or three inch auger, with which they bore from 60 to 90
feet through the solid rock, passing perhaps several veins of fresh water
in that distance, which is kept from the salt by means of tin pipes intro-
duced into the holes from bottom to top and tightly caulked at top where
they enter the^^wj, as it is called. This gum, though made of a hollow
sycamore, answers as a cofer-dam, within which a man works through
the mud and sand, while it sinks with him to the surface of the rock,
where its lower edge is tightly secured all round, admitting neither mud
nor water from below and extending upwards beyond high water mark.
Into this gum enters the tin pipe introducing the salt water from its hid-
den reservoir. Into the gum, pumps are then fixed, which are either
worked by man or horse power, and -the water conveyed from these in
open troughs to the kettles, which are placed in a double row under a
shed, and over a long hole cut in the ground, into which wood is cast for
boiling them and evaporating the water, A furnace of 60 kettles when
ready for operation, costs about 1500 dollars, and four hands are sufficient,
when the water is pumped by hand, to keep a furnace of this kind going
night and day, besides, indeed, two or three engaged in cutting and haul-
ing wood. 'I'he salt is conveyed to the Ohio down the Kenhawa liver
ivkhout difRculty ; the navigation, 5 or 6 short rapids, (and these not worse
than those of the Ohio any m here above the falls) excepted, is good, hav-
ing gentle and deep water all the way. The banks of this river are com-
posed of a black loose earth ; the bottoms on each side are rich and ex-
tensive, and tolerably settled, except those large tracts owned by the
heirs of the late General George Washington, which are held at ten
dollars per acre, a price too high it is thought for advantageous pur-
chases.

The grer.t strength of the water at these works surprises us into thank-
fulness for the bounty of Providence. From 90 to 130 gallons make a
Vushel of salt, while many of those of Ohio and Kentucky take from 500
to 700, and others from 700 to 900 gals, tomakff'the same quantity. The
works on Little Sandy in Kentuckv, owned principally by INfr. Gravson,
have the strongest water, except 'those ef the Kenhawa, of any that I
Lave heard of, and it takes from 250 to 300 gals, of that water to make a
bushel of s:dt. Thus, when tlieie is the greatest need for economy in
li\iiig, owing to external distresses, arising from the woHd's wars of rage
and madness, Providence has been kind enough to lead the ingenious hand
ofman through rocks as deep almost a« the ocean, and as hard as adamant,
where he has found in abuiidance tJie means of pixjducing one of the
most inipoilant necessai-ies of life at half the price hitherto paid for that
article.

In some cases when the borer first entered tlie rein of salt water, it

spouted up with great fo ce twenty feet in height above the suiface of tlie
j^ock. It would {ip^car from 1 his circumstance, together with the aston-
i9hi,n5 strergth of Cie water, that a rock of solid salt must be in the vicin-
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ity of such vein, and that its meltings had filled the reservoir almost to

bursting for want of vent : or otherwise, that the fountain of salt is situat-

ed among the Kenhawa mountains, through which issues a vein of water,

receiving its salt particles as it passes, and thence finds its way among
the crevices of the embowelled rocks to the spot where it is now fallen

upon. In either case it is equally providential, equally fortunate to the

citizens of the western country and to their rising posterity. In some
places below the present works the rock has been perforated 200 feet

without finding salt water.
^

In the summer of 1812, salt water was dug for and found, on Thiileen

Mile creek, which empties into the great Kenhawa, 13 miles above its

m»uth. The water was found at the deptli of 200 feet, and as strong ag

that at the upper works.—Furnaces are erecting at tliis place, and salt

making will be carried on here also with spirit

C5"D ^^ ^^^ Virginians, and others who are fond of the fashion of

having whipping posts and pillories at the door of their court houses, and

as companions to their market houses, would enclose them, that the feel-

ings of the innocent might not be harrowed up at being obliged to see

the scourging and sometimes savage peltings inflicted on the poor wretch-

ed criminal, I would have less objection to these machines of punisK-

ment. On what principle, 1 ask, does societ)' take upon itself the right

of offending and injuring the innocent person, while it ioflictS ptmish-

ment on the profligate and wicked. There is & pair of stocks before the

door of the house in which I write this note^ and scarcely a day or night

passes, without seeing or hearing a victim of the law, either lashed or

pinioned. And more than once has my slumber been disturbed by the

rude shoutings of a felon clapped in the stocks by the police after night.

When a citizen throws nuisances on the high way, street orlane, the i&T-g

call upon him to remove them, or suffer the penalties of the law, made
and provided for in such cases. Has not that citizen an equal right to

call upon law-makers, or society, and insist on it ortheiii, to remove that

ttrhich may be considered by tlie innocent a nuisance ? Without a com-
plete reciprocity between the power that makes the lav/, or the lav,- it-

self, and the citizen governed by it, there cannot be complete justice.

On tlie other band, as it respects the criminal—Does the law inflict pun-
ishment, merely for the sake of punishing and disgracing the criminal,

by public exposure ; or are it5 judgments fulfilled for the bettering of the
pei-son punished ?—I will venture to s:\y, a parent, master, or guanVian,

ever discovered that a child, servant, or apprentice was ever the better

of having been punished to public e.xposiire. A child, punished and ler.-

soned with in private, softens down to repentance and a just sense of h'.s

guilt ; humility and feeling attend his cries and petitions ; and when the
parent, gtiardi'an, or master, quits him, he quits him as havin.g punished
him not only for his past raisconr'uct, but that his behaviour may he the
better in future. If, however, on the other hand, the boy is not only pun-
ished for his crime, but disgraced also, by public exposure and deri'-ion,

I hesitate not in spying, that the punishmentis without c.Tect, o.herv ise,

indeed, than oblige a frequent repetltioti of the like punishment for redou-
bled crimes. The great object of the law ought to be, to make bad citi-

zens better. And is it possible that any law-making body in their senses,

could suppose for a moment, thut, in order to rcake a bad laan a good
citizen, he must in the first place be disgraced P "^ here does th!3 mon-
strous idea come from ? Is it not completely savage ? It is at all events ve-
ry unchristian like—Barbarians are its authors—^The deadly tj*r:int9 of
Europe have practised it from Xiie earliest periods of their histories, iii

order the hotter to alarm and enslave the -vrorid by thcli- aits of blood
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and cruelty. From Etiglant], the American colonies, feeling bound to
the mother countty, and unable to act, think or make laws for them,
selves, imported the cursed principle of stocks, gibbets, gallows, witch-
burning, &e. &c. After the patriots of '76, and the brave soldiers un-
der WASHiNGToy, gained independence for their countiy, men began to
think for themselves. Gibbets, gallows, and stocks, were, in the north-
em and eastern states, by degrees cut down and cast awav, ss barbarous
to the human eye, and as fit only for foolisli kings and wicked tyrants.
I readily admit that it is very difficult to get clear of old liabits, instance
the age of the practice of hanging men by the neck. The fashion is too
old to be traced. Wc find king l^hsiraoh waxed wroth at his chief Butler
and Baker, and after keeping them in prison a while, took them out on
his birth day, and ended his least by hanging his chief Baker on a tree, as
was interpreted by Joseph, when with them in prison, according to the
dream of the chief Baker. Gen. xl. Hamau was hung by king Ahasu-
eruson a g.^Uows fifty cubits high, v/hich Haraan had erected by the ad-
vice of his V, ife Zeresh and otlier friends, for Mordecai the Jew, Est/ier
chap. -vi. In UOS, king iieuiy I. of England, hung felons. The statute
rtms thus, " that he be hanged by the mck till dead." Before his time,
felonies were punished with pecuniar)' fines. Since his introduction of it,

the most petty larceny has been punished by death. For murder the
judges of king George 11, grandfatlier to George III, may stay the sen-
tence, and appojnt the body to be hung in chains or anatomized, but not

burled, •' King George III CJtn h?!!^g S iDSn, Tv'ituin benefit cfcicrgv, for

destroying trees or shrubs, in a garden or nursery, to the value of five

shillings.'' And*' without benefit of clergy, the law of England condemns
SI man to death for picking a pocket to the value of twelve pence."—
Jacob's La-w Dictmimnj, articles Execution^ Felony^ &c. And politir

cal history tells us, that a poor woman was hung in London, some years
^ce, for the'ciime oftaking a loaf of bread out of a baker's sRop. That
on trial it appeared her husband had been pressed hy the press gang, an(|

that having several small children perishnig with hunger, her feelings of
humaiyty induced the act, which brought her to the ignonfiinious death of

the gsllows.

Scnvi?ig ammder, beginning either at the feet or at the head, was a
piost cruel punishment. So it is said Isaiah was muixlcred by Manasseh,
Jleb. xi, 37. This terrible pimisliment is said to have taken its rise a*

Inong the Chaldeans and Persians, and not very long ago, it m as used in

Morocco and Swiizi^-iland, if it is not still so. Broivn''s IHctiojuivy of the-

JBible, article i'nnishment, where Mill be found a string of punisiiments,

that would mduce a belief, that man from tlie earliest periods of time,

has wrecked his senses more in the invention of punishment for his fel-

k>w men, than any other subject of human ingenuity—David tore off the

flesh of the \mmonites, fey causing them to pass under saws, han-ows
and axes of iron, or caused them to pass through the burning brick kiln.

It is also supposed he tortured to death two-thirds of the ]>Ioabites,

Judges, and '2 Sam. &c. Stocks were also an ancient niode of pun-
ishment, I thought their invention was more modem.
There is one principle of great importance to human justice, wliich

man in all ages seems to h.ave either lost sight of, or never considered, i. e.

in making laws for his own government, he does not seem to have un-

derstood that he takes upon himself the prerogative of his God, when the

penalties of these laws exceed the bounds of his own controul, as in cap-

ital pmiishments.
in America thiere are fev crimes which bring man to the gallows, still

tjjere we a fe v, for an old fashion cannot be got rid of. The principle cf
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Jtlysfor eye, toothfor iootk, hamlfor han(l,footforfoot, &c.* cannot be
forgotten. In Pennsylvania they lung for murder in the first degree

—

In Virginia, not long since, it was lawful to hang a man for stealiig a
horse worth thirty dollars.—Putting the stealer of an old hoi-se into the
same scale of retribution with him who takes away the life of a huiuaa
being.—It would seem reasonable to conclude from the various crimes
which bring men to the gallows, tliat the friends of this sanguinary mode
of punishment, (or rather this motle ot killing a man, for punishment it

cannot be) are determined that men sliall be hung at all eveiits, it being
the easiest and quickest way to get rid of them. The practice ('f other
old fashions than stocks and gallows, niight be mentioned, if fai tlier evi-

dence was wanting, to prove the imbecility ofthe human judgnient, which,
it would appear, seldom begins to act on principles origiually just, but
which more easily falls into some beaten path, made on bad ground, and
untenable but by amendments, additions, corrections and revisions.

For fear I may be misunderstood by some, and that my no!ihan.",ing

pruiciple may alarm others, who may doubt for a moment that I wisli iht:

wicked to go unpunished, and that I want to pulldown one system^ ^sith-

out giving a substitute—I observe, I am a lover of wholesome and gwxl
laws well administered—not sanguinary laws cruelly inflicted. Thiit I

am truly and sincerely a friend'to the punishment of every person accord-
ing to the extent of his crime, and the circumstances under which it may
have been committed, without a strict scrutiny and examination iiito

which, the infliction of the punishment must always be unjust.—Tlu;t as

a substitute for hanging, solitary confinement for life and hard labor pro-
portioned to the guilt of the criminal—That for other crimes, Lhefl, bur.
glaiy, &c. &c. confinement to hard labor, also proportioned to the degree
of guilt. The penitentiary system was commenced in Philadelphia, a
few yeai*s ago, and has had the most beneficial effects. Im]n*ovenients
in the system are making daily, and there can be no doubt of its conjplete

success, and happy tendency^ contrasted with sanguinary puniihnj' nts

cruelly inflicted. Other states are following the example of Penns} '.i-

nia. Penitentiaries have lately been established in New York, Kenluc •

ky and Virginia, and we hope that a moral and religious sense of dutv
will induce every state in the union to adopt this most r^hteous mode of
punishing the unfortunate perpetrator of crimes against the laws of the
country. I am of opinion, instead of filthy and loathsome jails, a penitcn-

tiaiy ought to be established in every country, where men could live

comfortably with industry ; by earning something to support themselves
on, and where the lesser crimes could be punished i-ationally, while the
labor performed by the criminal, would go to the benefit of that societv,

which by his act of wjckedness he had injured. Then should we get rid

of whippinc: posts ancfcpillories, nor longer see the human back scored and
bathed in blood, nor a fellow being pinioned in the stocks, cruelly ])e!ted,

with clods and rotten eggs, and otherwise degraded below the d)|[niiy of
the basest of bi'utes. It would seem, indeed, by tracing the cruelties of*
man, that the Great and Good Almighty, had created him for the wicked
spoitof each other, and that, as n frst principle, he had planted in his

heart, malice, as the inventor ofthe most refined and malignant modes of

funishment, and revenge as the executioner.

[K] THE honest and unsuspecting French inhabitants of GaIliojX)lis

Are not the first victims to the wiles of land speculators. Oui' country
pi-esents a most lamentable history of the misfortunes of an honest, iiidiis-

trious people, willing to risk theu" lives and eveiy thing they possiissed,

* E.\odus, chap x.xi, verse 24.
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to enter the forest with axes on their shoulders, to clear fields and makft
improvements, as a home for themselves and a patrimony for their chil-

dren after tliem. And after having exhausted, by labor and toil, incident

to the settlement of a new countiy, the prime and vigour of life, what do
they see enter their peaceful, and as they thought, secure doors, but the

sheriff-aith a -writ of'ejectmentf issued by a powerful land company, wha,
if they cannot tVighten the settler off his land, frighten him into a com-
promise, by which he yields at least one-half his tract, and a great pro-

portion of his labor, rather than be turned out of house affd home altoge-

ther by expensive lawsuits. The north-eastern part of Pennsylvania is a'

grievous witness of this, and Kentucky no better, if not still worse. Gal-
liopolis is situated in the " Ohio Company's Purchase," which was con-

tracted for by Manasseh Cutler and VVindthrop Sargeant, agents for the

company, as early as 1787, and confirmed by an act of congress, passed
2Ist April, 1792, which granted the issuing of patents to Rufus Putnam^
Manasseh Cutler, Robert Oliver and Griffin Green, for said tract, contain-

ing 1,500,000 acres, beginning a few miles above Marietta, just below the
iiioatli of Bull creek, and following the Ohio until it reaches within a mile
of the mouth of Indian Guiandot creek. A separate tract of 100,000 acres

was granted the same company, ** on the express condition of becoming
void, fjr such part thereof, as the said company shall not have, within five

years fiom the passing of this act, conve)'ed in fee simple, as a bo inty

and tree of expense, in tracts of one hundred acres, to each male person,

not less than eighteen years of age, being an actual .<5ettler at the time of
such conveyance."* The piu-chase of the people of Galliopo'is happened
to be within tliis last tract, and the Company happening to neglect fulfill-

iiig the condition of the grant, the land again reverted to the United
States, leaving the Frenchmen landless, and in many cases moneyless'f

having paid the company a pretty smart price for their lan<l in Fi-ance in

the first instance, and expended much on buildings and the improve-
ments of their town. Congress, liowevor, always willing to redress the

Jiggrieved, listened with the ears of a father, to the petitions of Vhis unfor-

tunate people, and granted them by v. ay of some indemnifiention for

their losses, by an act passed 3d March 1795, a tract of 24,000 acresL

within the state of Ohio, (then N. W. Territoi-y) beginning one mile and
it half on a straight line above the mouth of Little Sandy, thence down
the I'iver Ohio along the courses thereof eight miles when reduced to a

sti'aight line, thence at right angles from each extremity of the said line

so as to include the quantity of twenty-four thousand acres." Four thou-

sand acres of this tract was granted by Congress to John Gabriel Ger-
vais, on condition of his personal settlement in three yeai-s, and the

20,000 acres to be equally divided among the nctunl settlers of Galliopo-

is on condition of settlement in five veal's ai'ter the date of their patents,

otherwise, such tracts or lots not settled within that pericd, shall- revest

©n the United States. United States La-ive, Vol. iJi, p. 2-28. This last

provision was afterwards repealed by Congress, and all v/ho had obtained

a patent were invested with their land in fee simple for ever. The Gal-
liopoleans made the purchase of their land in France about the years

i 788-9, at a French crown per acre, which they paid in cash at the time

qf purchase. They then prepared for a removal, and arrived in the Unit-

ed States in 1790 and 1791, crossed the mountains and descended the

«^hio, and landed at their intended seat of happiness in March 1791. It

is not difHcult to draw a picture of the feelings of men, women, and chil-

dren, when landing in a wilderness, contrasted with their late comforta'

* Laws Of the Uaited States, Tl vol. p. 63- Fol>veU's EdiUea.
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\Ae abodes In France, nor hard to form an idea of their toils and privations

in this their new, mde and savage situation.

\j2 the Big Sciota whose mouth, accorJingto Hutchins, is in noilh
lat. 38° 4y 28'', is an important river of the state of Ohio. It is general-

ly gentle in its current, bordered by rich flats, more or less subject to in-

undation in the spring seasons. It is navigable to Franklinton with keel
boats of 10 tons, and those of less burden go up it near 200 miles, to a
poitage of only four miles to Sandusky of Lake Erie, which at its mouth
ia large enough for sloops, and the lands on it among ihe best in the state.

Sciota has many tributary streams, and flourishing lowns and villages on
its banks, and some of the best landed farms in the state. Its ancient re-

mains, under the name of Indianforts, are numerous, and some ofthem
veiy extensive and interesting, particularly those on Paint cx-eek, one of
which encloses 100 acres of ground ; and another on the top of a hill, six

miles from Chilicothe, enclosing the summit of the hill by the appeai'-

ance of an ancient stone wall, within which are the remains of a number of
fire places, apparently ofsome kind of furnaces or ovens. The hearths,

ashes, &c. and the appearance of the works generally, is worth a visit to

the curious. The \jains or prairies, on this river high up, are extensive

and remarkably fertile, those of Pickaway particularly, on which are
some fine fai'ras, and one ftvld containing near two hundred acres.

The principal branches of Sciota are, Paint creek, which empties in

from the westward, about 10 miles below Chilicothe, and the villages of
Baiubridge, Amsterdam and Greenfield. Darbyjcreek west side, which
runs through the counties of Delaware, Franklin and Pickaway. Big
Jielli/ creek, and its two branches, Wabnii and Ahan creeks, east side,

emptying in about 12 miles below Franklinton. Whetstone creek, east
side, joins the Sciota at Franklinton, and luns neai-ly parallel to it, head-
ing within four or five miles of the heads of the Sandusky ; on Whetstone
is the town of Worthington, 10 miles up it; New Baltimore further up
and a little westward ofthe creek, and above it the village of Norton, they
both being in Delaware county.

Chilicothe, which signifies toxv7i in the Indian dialect, is most beauti-
fully situated on the banks of the Sciota, about forty-five miles by land,
and nearly seventy following the meanders of tlie river from its conflu-
ence with the Ohio, which it joins between Portsmouth and Alexandria.
In ail that distance, the river has a gentle current, and unimpeded na\i-
gation for large keels, and other craft of four feet draught of water. It

continues navigable for smaller boats and batteaux upwaixls of one hun-
dred miles above the to\\ n towards its soui-ce to the northward, glidingr

gently through a natui-ally rich, level, and rapidly improving countiy.
The situation of the town is on an elevated and extensive plain of nearly
ten thousand acres of as fine a soil as any in America, partly in cultiva-

tion, and partly covered with its native forests. This plain is nearly sur-
rounded by the Sciota, which turning suddenly to the N. E. fiom its gen-
eral southerly course, leaves the town to the southward of it, and tlien
forms a great bend to the eastward and southward.
Water sreet wliich runs about E. by N. parallel to the Sciota, is halfa

nlile long and contains ninety houses. It is eighty-four feet \\Tide and
would be a fine street, had not the river floods caved in the bank in one
place near the middle almost into the centre of it. There is now a lotte-

ry to raise money for securing the bank against any further encroach-
ments of the river. Main stieet parallel to Water street, is one hundred
feet wide, as is Market street, which crosses both at right angles, and in
which is the m.arket house, a neat brick building eighty feet long.—The
court-house, in the same street, is neatly built of free stone on an area of
forty-five by fohy-two feet, with a semicircular projection iu the rear, io



Sl^ APPENDIX.

which is the bench for the judges. It has an octagonal belfry rising from
the ix)of, painted white with green latices, which is an omaraent to the

town, as is the small plain belfiy of the presbyterian meeting house,

a handsome brick building in Main street ; in which sU'eet also is a small

brick methodist meeting house. These are the only places of public wor-

ship in the to\vn, if I except tlie couil-house, which is used occasionally by
the episcopalians and other sects.

The wliole number of dwelling houses as I counted them in -Chilicothe,

is two hundred and two, besides four brick, and a few framed ones now
building. I reckoned only six taverns with signs, which small proportion

of houses of that description speidcs volumes in favor of the place. There
are fourteen stores, a post office, and two printing offices, each of which
issues a gazete weekly.

The scite of Uie town being on a gravelly soil, the streets are genei'ally

clean.—The houses are of free-stone, brick, or timber, clapboaixled, the

fust of which is got in the neighborhood, is of a whitish brown color, and
excellent for building. They are mostly very good, and are well painted.

On the whole, I think Chilicothe is not exceeded in beauty of plan, situ-

ntion, or appearance, by any town I have seen in the western part of the

United States.

There is hei-c a remarkable Indian monument in the gaiden OfWinn
Winship esq. frontimg Paint sti'eet, in the very heart of the town, tike

that at Grave creek, it is round at the base, about seventy or eighty feet

diameter, but differs from it, by being round instead of fiat on the top,

which has an elevation of about thirty feet perjHjndicular from the level

of t!ie plain. It is formed of clay, and though i^ has been perforated by

the p roprletor, nothing has been foi^nd to ^)u«tify the common opinion of

these mounts having been bari-ows or cemeteries. They talk of having it

levelled, but I tliink it a pity to destroy any of the very few vestiges of ab-

original ])opuiation, which tliis country presents to the cuxious and inquis-

itive traveller.

From a steep hill about three hundred feet i>erpendicular height, just

outside the western extremity of the town, is a most charming view of the

streets immediately below, under the eye like a plan on paper; then the

Sciota from one hundred to one hundred and fifty yards wide, winding on

the left with some low hills about two miles beyond it, terminating the

view to the north-cast ; while to the eastward and westward, as fitr as the

eye can reacli both ways, is spread a country partly flat, and partly ris-

ing in gentle swells, wliich if cultivation proceeds in coual proportion to

what it has done since Chilicothe was fiist bid o*it about ten years a-

go, must, in a veiy sliort time present one of the finest landscapes ima-

ginable.

A two stoi-v brick academy has been erected since the above was writ-

ten, and is under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Wilson. A cotton man-

ufi-.ctory was put itito operation in the fall of 1810, by Messrs. Lamb
ami Williams. A third pnntiog office was established licre in the fall of

isoy.

The town possesses a banking company, is the seat ofjustice for Ross

county, and being on the great leading road from Pittshurgh to Kentucky,

it is generally thronged by travellers and movers, froin various parts of

the United States. In maps there are mentioned a Chilicothe, an okl In-

dian town on the Great Miami, which was destroyed in 1782 by a body of

militia from Kentucky ; and Old Chilicothe, 3 miles S. of Little Miami,

also destroyed by the United States' troops in 1780. The first of these

towns wi»s su)ipr)Sf d by General Ilarmar to have been the Ta-wixt-wi^

Vjie English or Picque town, mentioned in Hutcliias's map, situaUdoa Ae
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N. W. bank of the Great Miami, S5 miles below the five mile pmtage to

the Miami of lake Erie, and which was taken from the English by the
French, in 1752.

Jefferson and Circleviile are thriving villages 20 miles above Chilicothe,

the first in the Pickaway Plains, the other five miles above it, laid out as the

seat ofjustice for Pickaway county, and curiously situated in an ancient for-

tification. The town ism the circle part of the fort, which is surrounded
with two embankments, having a d'ltdx between them and another a-

round the outer bank. This aVcfe joins and opens into a square fort by
a gate-way of thirty or forty feet wide, out of which at each corner and
in tlie middle of each side is also a gate-way or ope; mg.—The square as

well as the circular embankment, contains each about five or six acres of

ground. In the centre of the circle is a mound of four or five feet eleva-

tion, the banks or walls are from foiu- to eight feet high. 1 j);issed this

pUice in October, 1810, and curiosity led me to I'ide around the whole
fort, though much of the squiu'e laj in a thick wood. Circleviile had then
just been laid out, and men were engriged in digging the foimdation and
clearing the ground for the first buildings.

Franklintoiiy is the sent ofjustice for l-Vanklin county, is pleasantly seat-

ed on the west bank of the Sciota, forty miles ;U)ove Chiiicothe, and
where Whetstone creek joins that river. The town stands on high roll-

ing ground, and the adjacent lands, particularly westward of the town,
are "flat and cannot be excelled for fertifity and luxuriance of soil, but
some of those bottoms are subject to inundation m high floods of the riv-

er. When at Franklinton in 1810, the landlord shewed me a large, hea-

V}', black, lead-looking lump of ore, in which he said there was a consid-

erable quantity of silver, a mine of which he had discovered near J^^g|t

place. I have lieai-d nothing of this mine of that precious metal-6-»,c
The same gentleman had expended much time and money, I was told, in

hunting for silver banks, while he kept the.Yellow Springs on the head
waters of Little Miami, where, however, he had been unsuccessful in the

search, the shafts he sunk throwing up nothmg but pieces of a gold look-

ing mineral affixed to the rock, which on trial proved to lie pui-e and rich

sulphur, but even this in too small a quantity to make it an object of pur-
suit. From Franklinton to Springfield, a distance of40 miles westward, is,

with the exception of a few miles, one continued high dry prairie, aflbrding

Sne range for cattle and sheep, pleasantly int( rspersed here tind there
with a thin groAvtii of low and rather scrubby oaks.— Bixbie settlement ig

about 15 miles northerly from Frtinklinton. The spot latt-ly pitche-1 up-
on, and laid oft by the commissioners appointed by the legislature, intend-

ed as the future seat of the state government, lies on the east side of the
Sciota river opposite Frankinton, and is finely situated on a rising ground.
The ever venci-able nauie of Cohimbus has been given to the new town,
as a presage of its futm-c greatness.
" Opposite the moutli of the Sciota used to stand the Lower Shawanee

town, removed from the other side, Avhich was one of the most noted pla-
ces of English trade with the Indians."

• Hutchins.

[y] LEXINGTON is about 64 miles S. W. of Maysville—It is the
largest and most flourishing town in the state of Kentucky, though not the
capital of it. It is the seat ofjustice for Fayette county, and is finely sit-

uated in the heart of a well cultivated, thickly settled, and rich country^
on the north side of Town Fork, a small stre'am which falls into the S.
branch of Elkhora river—It has a court-house, jail, market-house riclily

supplied, with the profluce ofthe a-^jacent country ; 4 places of public wor-
ship, a baaking company, about 400 houses, many of wluch are handsome^
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ly built, and 2,400 inkabltants; thirty mercantile stores, Several ofwhich
are large wholesale houses; apubhc academy, and other well regula*
ted schools ; 2 printing offioes, issuing weekly gazettes, one book-store,
owned by Messrs. Maccoun, Tilfoitl & Co. and a book bindery by Mr.
Essex ; a large duck manufactorj-, and another for manufacturing cotton
and muslin ; 4 large rope-walks ; 2 nail factories, and many other useful

manufactories ctu-ried on with spirit ; all of wliich are duly encouraged by
the body of the citizens, the only sure pledge of their success.

Lexington in fact, is a place of great business, and the inhabitantsseem
peculiarly and happily calculated to enjoy their situation, and the hospi-

tality and friendship of each other. This prevailing disposition in the peo-
ple, makes the place very lively, and highly agreeable to sti'angers—It is

22 miles E. S. E. of Frankfort, and about 335 by land W. S. W. cf
Pittsburgh, lat. 38*' 6' N. long. 8^'' 8' West.
Near Lexington are found curious sepulchres full of human skeletons

;

and tlie remains of two ancient fortifications, furnished with ditches and
bftstions, overg)-own with large trees—A regularly walKd well is also said

to luivc been discovered by a person digging five or sLx feet beneath the
suifice; over the mouth oftlie well a large flat stone was found.

The fore.eroing obsei'vations were made in 1807, the improvements c£
Lexington .since that time have bocn very great. It now contains accord-
ing to tlie censusof 1810, houses and 3,230 inhisbit ants. Ithasfiftecn

extensive rope-walks and bag^ng manufactories, which manufacture into

ropes, rope yain and bagging, about twelve or fourteen hnodred tons of
hemp annually ; each bagging manufactory has from fifteen totwenty-Sve
little black boys spinning, from ten to twenty looms, black men weavers,
Pmi*- or five preparing the hemp, and two or three white men overseers;

I'^ili^wpe-iwalks have from ten to fifteen workmen about them ; all as bu-
sy as nailers from sun to sun, winter and summer, each earning for his

master, men and boys, at least one dollar per day. The quantity of hemp
thus manufactured, when got into the eastern and southern markets can-
not be woiih much less than five hundi-ed thousand dollars.—Lexington
has now (1810) four considerable cotton manufactories, the newest and
most extensive of wliich belongs to a Mr. Saunders, whose manufactured
articles really »io honor to our country, and to his industry and persever-
ance. Mr. Daniel Bradfordixas lately established a wool cartling and spin-

ning machinery, and one or two others are in operation, Lerett & Smith
have established the oil-cloth and oil-rarpeting business, which succeed
•well.—Lexington has a well regulated and extensive public library, con-

ducted by Mr. D.ivid Logan, secretary and librarian, whose steady and^

vigilant attention to it, gives life and credit to the institution. A second
bookstore has been recently established by Johnston and Warner of Phil-

adelphia, and a thiixi printing press by a French gentleman. The town
has a public theatre and a con»pany of actors, these keep the gay part of

the town lively, and sometimes raise the dull spirited. The style of build-

ing in Lexington is handsome, the public inns, of which there are but

four, are conducted on a plan and style of neatness which makes a man
feel at home as soon as he enters them ; all goes on like clock work, eve-

ry man to his post late and early, and the landlord the first and last in er-

ery department. It is not uncommon to see 30 oi" 40 strangers sit down
to a table, which is well supplied with every thing good and comfortable.

The writer of this note speaks more particularly of Postleuxut^s tcivem,

having lodged there, and not being ae<j«Ainted with the others but from
informatloa.—The town has bath-honses, warm and oold, and neatly con-

ducted ; these are a great comfort to the citizens and strangers, and a
source of health and cleanliness.

Mr. John Bradford sen. is about erecting a machinery for spinning

ropes by the power^ stearo, the plan of which h« is th« «Yen«or. Mr.



.APPENDIX* £15

Bradford's mechanical genius is ver>- considerable, and his labors In this
way have been highly useful to the citizens of the town. He established
a press in Lexington about twenty-two years ago, the second in the west-
em country, many of the types for which he carved out of wood.
The origin of the name of the town seems to have arisen thus : A num-

ber of hunters had made the spot where the town now stands a kind of
(Jncamping ground—by whom and some others, the scite of the town was
laid out in the woods, and while the proprietors were seated around a
fire on blankets, deer, bear and Buffalo skins, consulting with each other
what to name tbe newly laid out town, a man arrived in camp with the
news of the defeat of the British at the " Battle of lexington." The
circumstance gave joy to their feelings, and thev unanimously agreed to
call theirnew town in the west, '* LEXINGTON."—Thus, the earlv his-
tory of Lexington—thus, its present prosperous situation, from whence
^•e may calculate on its progress in manufactui-es, arts and sciences, its
rise from bfancy to manhood, and from manhootl to a maturity of extent
and greatness, which may not be exceeded by any inland town in tl^e

[/] THE village and settlement of Columbia is about a mile below
tiie mouth of Little Miami, where the bottoms are extensive and amaz-
mgly fertile, but more or less subject to inundation ; thev are however
$nely farmed- My eyes and my appetite enjoyed here in'l810, afeastof
the finest apples and peaches I think I ever saw or tasted. The trees
were bending to the earth with their loads of deliciously Savored fruits
while the ground was strewed with the droppiiig banquet, giving an odour
to the atjnosphere, sufficient to induce a residtnce here of even angels
themselves. But the unhappy contrast dwelled) in the house. There,
what did my eyes see, and my ears hear ? An infuriated husband insult-
ing and wickedly scolding, his apparently modest and amiable wife and
daughters, for the crm^e of going to meeting ! They wt re attached to re-
ligion, he, perhaps, to its destruction. The presence of strangers ou"-ht

'

in common decorum, to have restrained his fury, especially while entov-
ing a well covered dinner table. But what stoppeth a madman in the ra-
gmgs of his madness, or where stayeth the folly of fools.-The strong slay,
eth the weak without mercy, even so doth man O drunkemtess whit
are thy misdeeds! are the extent of thy evils known, or are they not as
the sands ofthe sea, numberless

!

The Little Miami, (or as^Hutchins calls it, Mineami,) has much fine
land on its banks, a gentle cu^ent generally, but too shallow for na^iea-
tion. Six miles above its mouth is the village of Aewton, on its east bank.
Three mdes further up the East branch enters, -22 miles up which is U'il-
Uamsbur^h, the capital ofClennont county, Ohio. Four miles above the
fiast branch is the town ofMilford. Thence 1 5 miles to DnerkeUl • from
which to Lebanon, the capital of Ciinton county, it is four mile's in as^ght line. From Deerfield, pursuing the river, it is sixteen miles toH aynesviUe. Thence to the Telloiv Springs it is about 25 miles.
Near tlie head waters of the Little Miami and withm four miles of the

falls of that river, are situated the Yellow Springs, in Green countv 60
miles east of Cincinnati, 60 west of Chilicothe, 9 fi-om Xenia, the coun-

^>;*i*P of ^'''^'^ <=2"J?^>^'
IT" from Dayton on the Big Miami, at the mouth

ot Mad nver, and 9 from Springfield, Champaigne county. The water
ofthis spring is too medictTiaUy -vaiiuible to remain unknown, vet such a
place as the "Yellow Springs" 4s not known to more than pei-haps one-
twenUeUi part ofthe state in which they are situ. -ted. It has been a place
<jf conr.derable resort for several vears back, ha\ingatso!'^'- seasons f'-om
mt, to i>ro hundred vis^taats. At present, and for a tR-elve taonth back.
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there have been no general accommodations, hence the place is somewhat
neglected.—Yet the property is about to be purchased from the present
proprietor, general Whiteraan, by Messrs, Baum and Ferguson of Cin-
cinnati, who seem to know the value of the spring, and are determined to
put it in order for the reception ofvisitants. They also calculate on erect-

ing light running mills on the water issuing from the spring, there being
a bufficient quantity for this purpose, and the water can have a fall ofa-
bout seventy feet in the distance of one hundred and fifty yards.

The quality of the water is diuretic, bracing and invigorating to the
whole system, peculiarly beneficial to all nervous and debilitated affec-

tions; the most obstinate rheumatisms have been completely removed by
them ; and wonderful cures of old and new sores have been performed by
applying a kind oi jelly, as it is called, which is thrown out by the water,

to the parts ufFected. One case of a cancer in the temple ofa woman.'
iras nearly cured, but she was hui'ried away too soon by her friends who
lived at a considerable distance from the spring. The water is drank
plentifullv, and the shower bath is freely made use of, in which way it is

highly strengthening and in\igorating, throwing out immediately a gener-
al glow of warmth through the whole system. The color of the stones,

wood, &c. over which the water runs, would seem to justify an opiniou

tliat it cOi.tains a con.siderable proportion of iron. The water throAvs out

at times quantities ofearth, which the people at the spring call clayy but
which has eveiy appeara-ice ofiron ore, except in its lightness. The mass
of earth thus thrown out is immense, and it has formed a hill of 60 feet in

perpendicular height, 150 yards across its widest part, where it forms the
fourth ofa circle, which fronts a beautiful limestone spring water rivulet

passing at its base, and the two other sides come pointing to the spring in

shape of a quadrant The greater part of this mass of earth, of which
there appears to be thousands of tons, makes, with burning and pulveris-

ing, an excellent />ran?, equal to any Spanish hrown.

There appears to be something in the quality of this water that is at

once singular and curious. It leaves the mouth ofthe spring in quantities

sufficient to fill or pass through a hole of five or six inches in diameter, and
at a rapid rate, and before it gets to the base of the hill, which it seems
tehave formed, it entirely disappears, nor are there any appearances of

water issuing out at the bottom ofthe hill, one or two limestone springs ex-

cepted. 1 examined or tried to examine into the singular operatron of

this water as it passed down the hill, and almost concluded that the great-

er part, if not the whole of it, changes its nature, and turns into a kind of

moss, in the first instance, which is found all along its passage from the

Spring to where it disappears, and which is evidently formed by the water

«nd the operation of the atmospheric air ; this moss, which at first is as

soft as down in a more advanced state becomes gritty and more compact

;

and in a still furthei- advanced state, it begins to assume the form of apet-

rifiiction, and actually goes into a solid rock, as appears from examining

the face of the hill in different places where the water has from time to

time ran down, and changed its channel as it happened to be turned by

chance or accident. In one place particularly in the face of the hill, is a

rock thus formed of about eight feet in length aiid three feet broad, and

not more than about six or eight' inches thick, and thinner towards the

edge. This rock, when broken, gives the same appearance of the fine

dust, except that it is haixler from having undergone a state ofpeti'ifac-

tion. T wigs, branches of trees, leaves, &;c. are found completely petrified

throughout the hill

The summit of this Spanish Broivn hill is nicely clothed with a growth

ofvoungred ceda.s, which p,^vesit • handsoine and i-omantir appearanc«.

The coUntiy arouiid the spring is of a second-rate white oak land, and all
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kvel, with sevei'al extensive prairies within two or tlirce miles. There
is a post office within three quartersof amilgof the sprii)g,kept by a Mr.
Miller. A Mr. Davis has resided at the spring and kept accommodations

for a few visitants for the last twelve months, but is about removing. A
Mr. Brodrick formerly lived there, but he moved about twelve or eigh-

teen months ago, (now Dec. 1810) to Franklinton, on the Sciota river,

49 miles from the spring, and 45 above ChiUcothe, where he keeps a pub-

lie house. While Mr. Brodrick resided at the spring he expended a large

sum of money with others in digging for silver ore ; they sunk 20 or 30

pits adjacent to the spring, for tlus pui'pose, but without any other effect

than the findmg some sulphur adhering to spars, or a kind of flint stone.

In the bottom of a small rivulet half a mile tast of the spring are two
circular wells sunk in the solid rock, the one about three and the other

seven or nine feet deep, and eight feet in diameter ; the one is to be seen

on passing by, they being on each side of the road, the other is filled up.

The deepest is said to have been cleared out 10 or 15 years ago, and a

p ate or ball ofcopper was found among the stones and diit thi'own out.

'WTiat are called the C'l/J^s of the Little Miami, four miles east of the

Yellow Spring, is a place of great natural curiosity. The rock throu.^h

which the river passes for half a mile appears to have been cleft asunder

by some gi-eat shock of nature, and now lets the water pass in a channel
not more, in one particularly singular place, than three or four feet

wide, and so deep in the lowest stage of the water that soundings have
been made for fifty feet without finding bottom. From the top of the
rock, to the surface of the water is a distance of about 50 or 60 feet, and
so nan-ow at the top that it can be leapt over in one place by an active

man, A gtntleraan from the state ofKentucky on a visit here with some
ladies, had the temei-itj to tiy this leap, and had the good fortune to es-

cape with his life, for it being broader tlian he calculated on, he caught
on the opposite side with one leg and ami to a root or buth, and with diffi-

culty escaped a fall of GO or 70 feet perpendicular, among huge rocks
and roaring watei-. On approaching this place you are at once struck

with such a degree of timidity that you are glad to hold to the trees and
twigs while peeping into the gulf below, and after a few minutes anxious-

ly searching for the current of the river, winding and i-oaring through its

narrow and rocky bed, you feel relieved in making a safe retreat froqi

the brink of the daric and awful abyss.

On the Little Miami are a number of very curious ancir-nt remains,

forts, mounds, &c. and few streams possess better mill seats, or a greater

number of raills than it does, having already 10 or 12 in the distance of 40
or 50 miles, among which is a paper mill. Its head spring adjoins the
line between Cbampaigne and Sladison counties, and below the Yellow
Spring, Maasie's, Little and Big Beaver, Sugar and Csesar creeks, are

added to the general stream as tributai'ies ; Tortle, Obannen, and Sh^v/-

ney creeks enter it still further down, the last a little aV»ove Milford, but
on the opposite side to it. At its mouth the Little Miami is about 70 oi-

80 yards broad, and meanders a distance of 70 miles in its whole extent.

The bottoms for several miles above the mouth are subject to an annual

flooding, in consequence the fertility cannot be exceeded, but it prevents

4hf^ir tillage.

Z^n] LICKIN'G river, an important stream of Kentucky, divides iU

self into three pi-incipal foi ks. On the middle fork is the Lower and
Upper Blue Licks, where have been made great quantities of salt, but

lattei'ly stronger water being found in different places of Kentucky,
the works at tht: Blue Licks h^ve been eiven up, it t«Vin9 from 700 to

1^0 gallons of the water to make a bushel of salt. I'he hills ai-ound tlie"

T
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Upper Blue Licks, are numerous, rocky, and much broken, wild at>d

uvi^jroductive. When thei-e In the summer of 1 8 10, 1 could not help but-

admire, while rambling over the hills, the very singular manner in which
the rocks were filled \\ itii apptaiauces of animal and vegetable substan-

ces, marine shells, particularly the cockle ; the whole shape ot a bird, in

form like the bat ; the butterfly, &c. These appearances were not only
exUibiled cu the surface of the rocks asd small loose sand and limestones,

but on breaking them, the w hole mass appeared a growth of this mixture.
This, indeed, is a feature of the character of Kentucky. 1 have never
discovered the appearance of a fish in the rocks, that 1 recollect of.

This niny have arisen from the quick decay of that animal when exposed
to the atmosjthere, and before it could be incorporated in the niass which
now forms these singular growths of rocks. This idea goes to suppose
4h;s country was once a great sea or lake, either of fresh or salt water, and
that tliese substances, after the great convuision of nature Avhich occasion-

ed dry lund to appear, were thiown together in the struggle, and being
exposed to a diflerent element, from animated and soft vegetable bodies.

Time, the moulder of Nature's matter, has shaped them into massy
rocks, as we now find them.

Mi-ior John Findley, who resides at the Upper Blue Licks, and who
(lid ov,n them, but like most of the original settlers of Kentucky, has left

his land, by the intei'vention ofa said to be better title, informed me that

about the year 17S0 when he fij-st settled these Licks, then a perfect

wilderness, that shortly afterAvardsin digging a well for salt water at the

foot of the hill on the west side of the river, the diggers fell upon an old

weii, and alter pttf sing down it 19 or 20 feet, they found an iro7i -wedge

of tlje common size of those intended to split rails. Had not Daniel
Boon made a stand in Kentuck)' of a previous date to the settlement of

major f'lnd'.ey, I should have been for putting this wedge to the account

of American antiquities. But Col. Boon, the meritorious first settler of

Kentucky, says, " On the first day of .January 1778, 1 went with a party

of 30 men, to the Blue I/jcks, on Licking river, to make salt for the differ-

ent garrisoi)s in the country.*

The water of the Licks is drank for health ; some seasons there is a
consiuerable con,course of people at the springs, and frequent benefits re-

ceived by the visitants, not more, pei-haps, from the quality of the water,

which contains sulphur, iron, and magnesia, than fi-om the novelty of the

romantic appearance of the place. Five or six miles above those Licks,

is oiu; of the most valuable grist mills in the state, belonging, I think, to

Mr. Riddle. Twenty-five miles above these Licks a little to the south of

Lickinp;, is Mud Lick, now^ known by tlie more fashionable name of the.

Olympian Springs. At these there is generally a large coneeurse of

people during the warm months of summer ; some visit tJhem for health's

iirike, others for pleabure. There are several springs here, some strong-

Iv sulphurous odiers altogether chalybeate. These last issue out at the

base of a curious round knob of a hill, four or five hundred feet high, a lit-

tle to tlie north of the sulphur spring. The accommodations at these

spiiogs are good, and I will venture to say, no person who admires na-

ture's vaiiety, will leave them dissatisfied. The singular formation of the

countiy, which seems to consist of the gi'owth of a number of short,

steep, high, and curiously formed hills, rising out of a flat, cold soiled

plain, whose products, however, are numerous, and ^hose v.^riety of

vegetable growth would feast and charm the botanist and philosopher.

The coluntbo grows here in abundance and in great perf ction, equal,

if not superior, to the columbo of the island of Ccyioa, sold, ia our shops.

* Filsou's Kentucky, published iu 1784,
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I have used both kinds, and prefer the ALmerican. It is a beautiful plant, es-

pecially the third year's gro-w th, which shoots up a handsome purple color-

ed stalk, seven or eight feet high, having but few leaves, and at top small

branches issue bearing the flowers, and small leaves tinged with purple and

yellow. The large leaves which spring from the root, are of a fine yellow

color ; these surround the stalk, and operate as conductors of the rains

and dews necessary for the nourishment of the plant, whose roots are found

as thick as a man's wrist, spreading tAvo or three feet in length, not far from

the surface of the ground, and of a fine rich yellOAV color. September,

when the large leaves which are then very yellow, begin to fall to the

ground, is a proper time to gather the roots. They are then to be wash-

ed clean, and cut into quarter inch pieces, and dried, either in a wai-m

oven, or on strings in a warm room, and afterwards kept from the damp.

Either in wine, or spirits and water, or as a tea for the common drink of

the day, there are few moi-e agreeable or better co7iics than the American

columbo root.* The first and second years the columbo, has no stalks,

but leaves, in the manner of the tobacco plant, the third year it bears its

seed, tlien the roots die, therefore it is classed among the triennial plants.

There are a number of other valuable medicinal plants in this tract of

country. The late captain Michael Findley, who owned and first settled

the Mud Lick, but who, like his unfortunate brother John, left it, and in

the same manner, by a said to be better title,t shewed me, while riding

* This is the root of an unknown plant, which, however, is conjectured

by WilUlenow to be a species of bryonia. It was supposed to have its

name from a city in Ceylon, from which it is sent over all India. But
more recent accounts say, tliat it is produced in Africa, in the countiy

of the Caffrees, and that it forms an important article of commerce with

the Portuguese at Mosamblque, in the province of Zanguebar. It is gen-

erally brought in transverse sections, from half an inch to three inches in

diameter, rarely divided horizontally. This is evidently done to facili-

tate its drying, for the large pieces are all perforated with holes. The
bark is wrinkled and thick, of a dark brown color on the oiitsitie, and
blight yellow within. The pith in the centre is" spongy, yellowish, and
slightly striped. Its smell is slightly aromatic, and readily lost when not

preserved in close vessels ; its taste is unpleasant, bitter, and somev, hat
acrid; the bark has the strongest taste; the pith is almost mucilaginous.

Its essential constituents ai'e, cinchonin, and a great deal of mucilage. It

is accordingly more soluble in water than in alcohol. The tincture is not
precipitated by water, and does not effect the color of infusion ofturnsol,

or solution of red sulphat of iron.

J^IeiHcal use.—^In India it is much used in diseases attended with bil-

ious symptoms, particulai-ly in cholera; and it is said to be sometimes
very effectual in other cises of vomiting. It often protluces excellent ef-

fects in dyspepsia. Haifa drachra of the powder is given repeatedly ia

the day. Its introduction into practice in England has been chiefly owing
to the late Dr. Percival of Manchester, and it has in general heeri found

to answer expectation : but it is to be regretted, that it is often exhibited

in a very decayed state, from the want of a regular supply.
* American JJispensaton/.

f How hard, how peculiarly unfortunate, for a man Avith his numerous
family, at the eve of an honest and well spent life, to lose a home, dearly

earned by the toils of a vigorous youth. " Hard indeed, is his fate and,

galling his feehngs,'* who thus gets stripped of house and land, when too"

far spent to renew another beginning, and when, instead of weeping, re-

joicing o«ght to accompany his grey hairs in peace to the end of h.is <tii(V;

-
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through die woods with him in 1810, about ility kinds o (very valuable
and rare plants, liighly medicinal, beautiful m iiowe-r^ aiid delicious in fra-
grance. He took me to what he called his itotunic garden^ four miles
west from the springs, a piece of ground ten acres in extent, suri'oanded
V'ith wooils, Ijlled, truly tilled, with the *' wild Howers ofnature," in such
beauty and variety as seldom to be met with in any other part of the state.
Tiie lobelia,* a veiy valuable plant in medicine, particularly for the
asthma, grows here in abundance, and a hundred or more of other kinds,
whose names 1 am soiTy 1 have forgot, not having taken a note of them
at the time.

ly journey. The unfovtunate first settlers of Kentucky have many tears
•to shed, tliose who ought to have gained every thiag, have gained nothing.
What ought Daniel Boon to have gained ? something at least to support
his tottering old age. He entered hinds as he thought sufficient for his
purpose, and after the " Bloody Ground" (a name KeMtu<:ky first went
by) began to be settled, Daniel improved his farm, and raised a numerous
tarai y. After he thougl.t all secure, and the dangers of the wilderness
had suhsiiied. how do wc find him treated ! His lands i>y decision of law,
taken from him, his goods sold, and in spite of reasoning, he abandons
his state, won in blood and toil, uncommon to most countries, forsakes
friends and his own family, rhoulders his rifle, crosses the Ohio, and as-

cends the Missouri; beyond the eolor of those, the sight of whose faces
seen;s to have been a burden to him, and whose conduct had been crying-
ly ungrateful. Here then do we see in the 80th year of his age, the he*
rslc, the meritcnous first settler of Kentucky, Daniel Boon, sitting with
his gun across his knees, at the door of a meek and lowly log cabin, on
the wiiderntss bunk of the iMissosiri !—We see him for a moment, I'ons-

cd with a lively countenance by the sight of a Ciebv leaping through the
wof^ls on the 05)posite side of the river_, or by the cackhng of turkeys on
bou^^hs of the trees overhanging his mansion—in another moment his

countenance falls to dejection—;igain he is elated by the recollection of
the noblene.ss of his former deeds— s.'id and pensive he again falls to liis

seat—He shiik^s his head—•••my limbs," says he *' these knees, once
the glor}" of my youth, now fail me. my boiies seem marrowlt>ss, my flesli

shrivelled, these tyes too. (lifting his gun to his fiice and endeavouring to

take sight at a distant object)—yes, these eyes of mine have lost their

true vision, the object trembles before the muzzle of my rifle, and the
more isitentl look, the -Nv'orse they get, they have become (rubbing them
with his right hant!, while his gun res-ted on his left arm) absolutely

dim."'—He again -with a sigh of regret, seats himself cross-legged, and
re:^ting his rifie agair.st the logs of liis cabin—In a low voice is heaid,
*'yes, Daniel Boon, yon are no longer yovirself, age, trembling age, has
taki'u place of vigorous youth—And must I die in distress," says he em-
phatically, " will these legs of mine nut carry me to yonder point, where
haunts the deer, where flounces the turkey in the tree tops ?"—We see

him again make another effort, the (effect of dire necessity, old age strug-

gling with hunger and starvation.—Thus do we leave colonel Daniel
Boon.

* This plant grows in moist places in Virginirt. and feears the winters

of Great Britain. It is perennial, has an erect stalk three or four feet

high, blue flowers, a milky juice and a rank smell. The root consists of
white fibres about two inches long, resembles tobacco in taste, which re-

tnains on the tongue, and is apt to excite vomiting.

Dr. Barton says, that it is considerably diuretic, and Mr. Pearson
found, that it goaerally diiagreed with the sLoniich, and seldom tailed oi'
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Among the curiosities of the Upp^r anil Louc!- liiue Liik-i, jtc tbe
Hii^alo Jioails, which are still to be seen all tlu'nugh the cou'.try on
Lickiug. They visited the Licks in such immense dioves, tVe'.iM(?i)tly

1000 at a time, say the old hunters, that in their hurried niasehes to the
springs they formed great and broad roads, beiu*ing dov/M ev-.rv thiiig in

their way, trees excepted, and tbrmiug on the sides of hills deep paths
and roads as if they had been dug.

Near the Olympian Springs are two furnaces well supplied with good
and convenient ere. One is an air furnace, the other go-s in w^trr.
Licking heads near Great Sandy, runs a distance ai' i SO niiies, tiiul enters
the Ohio by a mouth 1.50 yards broad, it is nv.vigabl • aliout '0 njile.c.

—

Little Licking, tht; western branch, heads not far fi-oiu Boousborough
ou the Kentucky river.

[n] CINXIXN ATI is handsomely situated on a first and secnnd bsnk
of the Ohio, opposite Licking river. It is a fiourishing tOMn, iuis a r^ch,.

level, and well serled countiy around it. it c-onta:ns about -40(> dwell-
ings, an elegant court house, jail, 3 market houses, a b^.nd (jffice for the
sale ofcongress lands, '2 printing offices issuing weekiy gazettes, iQ mer-
cantile stores, and the various bruichesof mechanism are carried on with
spu'it.—Industry of every kind being duly fncouraged by the citizens,

Cincinnati is likely to become a c!onsiderable manufMCturing place; it is

82 miles N. by E. of Frankfort, and about .580 by land S. S". W. of
Pittsburgh, N. lat. 39° 5m 54s accoixling to Mr. Eiiicot, and Vy". long.
85° 44w2. It is the principiil tCM n in what is called Symm's purchase,
and is the seat ofjustice for Hamilton county, Ohio It h-'s a b mk iisn-

ing notes under the authority of the state, call, d " The Miami Export*,
ing Compami."—The healthiness and salubrity of the elimpte ; the level-

ness and luxuriance of the soil ; the purity and excellence of the waters.;

added to The bles-sings attended on the judicious administration of mild and
equitable laws ; the great security in the land titles ; all seem to CL-ntre in
a favorable point of expectation, that CincinnHti and the eountrv around
?l, must one day becom rich and veiy populous, equal rserhaps, if not su-
perior to anv other place ofan interior, in the United States. I'he scil-'i

of Fort Washington is near the centre of the town ; it was a principal
frontier post—It is now laid out in townlo'cs.

Two considerable cotton manufictorier. have been lately establisht f^in

Cincinnati, one by Mr. Hurdus. and another by Messrs. Baum &: Co ; nd
others are about to be established by an extensive cosnpany forming for
that puipose. The citizfns of Cincinnati, and those ofthe adjaeeut coun^~^
try seem to have a large sh^^ire of a public and enterpnsing spin!, which
is bent :^t this time towanis the estobllstiment of domest'c niannfaetories,

and the forming of conipai\i3s for th-- <?o!lectingard transporting- to mar-
ket the surplus province of that extensiv • and fertile countr}-. A eomp; ,

nv of this kind has alreadv forme ! its-^T nt Hf^mMton on the Hie: Minmi,
and one on the Little .Miami, arid another extensive compc-my is abaut
forming at Cincinnati for thf' same purp'ise According to t'ie'r ns'is of
1810, Cincinnati contained 1,217 males, 1,005 females—total 2,223 souls.

aff(?cting the bowels as a strong e!«thartic. It e ;itainly p^^sesFes no poner
of curing syphilis ; even the Indians, when they have the disease, are glad
of an opportunity of applying to the whites. It is saii to have cured gou-
orrhcea.

The Cherokees u?e a decoction of thei'oot of the lobelia eai'dinalis as an
attheiiaiiitic. And the liobelia Inflata hasbeen us-^d in leui.o-r: oa.

American Dispaisatoru.

T 2
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There has been lately added to Cincinnati another bank, under the
nanie of the Farme)^''s and Jlfechanic's Bank. It has already formed a
good credit, and does business to advantage. A steam mill is about to be
put into complete operation, of seventy hoi-se power, erected and owned
by Messrs. Ormsby and Stanley, and others. This mill is designed for

grinding grain, and for moving machineries for various kinds of manufac-
tories.—Tv/o Jirctveries have been lately erected, and make excellent

beer and porter, in quantities sufficient for home consumption and for ex-
portation. Two bookstores and a bookbindeyy have been recently added
to Cincinnati. Doctors and Lawyers are plenty, Ciucinriati wanting as

few of these, if not less, than any otber part of the union, the inhabitants

being pretty much in tlie habit of doing their business in their own way,
and the cliniate so healthful that few drugs are wanted, other than those
produced by the gardens of" the town and adjacent country,—Religion i&

not neglected here, for a fine large church has been recently erected.

Schools are numerous and under tolerable regulations, public houses are
well accommodated, and affijrd a good and cheap living. The streets,

some of the walkways excepted, are unpaved, and of course very muddy
in wet weather. Mud, however, is as common in the streets of the west-
ern towns as sand in New Jersey. What occasions bad roads here, rair^

there it makes them good.

Major Buski)k, a respectable former near Louisville, informed me he
assisted in building a blockhouse on the spot where Cincinnati now stands,

and imraediHtely opposite Licking river, in July 1780, it being the first

attempt to settle that part of the now state of Ohio. On the 6th August
following, a battle was fought between 1000 Virginia and Kentucky mili-

tia, and the Indirins, at Piqua on Mad river.

Cincinnati was laid out by judge Symms, in May, 1788, who, the
same year brought out from New England and New Jersey, a number
of settlers who seated themselves in the vicinity of the new town, betweeo
the two Miamies.
The blockhouse was enbrged by the United States, and kept as a fron-

tier post; called fort Washington, until Wayne's treaty with the 12 na-

tions of the nortliern Indians, whom he defeated, August '20, 1794. The
treaty was si!«;ned at fort Creenville, on the western branch of the great

Miami, shortly after the defeat of the Indians. After this the town ef

Cincinnati and the country around began to improve rapidly.

The district of country foimnerly called the *' North Western Territo-

1^," was erected into a terntorial government under the old Congress.

After the adoption of the new and present constitution in 1789, Congress

accepted that territciy into the union as a sovereign and independent

state, by act passed id March 1803, when it was organized under the

name of ihe State of Ohio. Cincinnati was the seat ofthe territorial gov-

ernment, and the state government continued there until 1 806, when it

was moved to Chilicothe,^ thence to Zanesnlle, and again back to ChiUco-

Ihe, now, 1817, to Columbus, the permanent seat of governnient.

What adds to the commerce of Cincinnati is the line of barges running

reccularly from that place to New Orleans, descending loaded with the

produce'of the country, and returning with cai-goi-s of sugar, coffee, rice,

liides, wines, rums, he. and dry goods of various kinds, and cotton fronr*

Natchez. Messrs. Baum and Perry and Mr. Riddle, have a line of bar-r

ges constantly engaged, and some others are also employed in this busi-

Bess. These barges carry about 700 barrels, ami are long in proportion

to their breadth, ^ men conduct them down, from 24 to :32 up stream,

oai's and poles ai'e the principal dependance, they have sails also that are

frequejitly usi ful. Cordelling, where the water is too swift to be stemm-

ed by the force of the oars, or too deep for the poles, is the only alterna-
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tive and a bad one ii is. They descend fi-om Cincinnati to New Orleans

in about five weeks, unless they ran day and night, when half the time

serves, bat with much risk. An instance occurred in February 1813,

when a barge descended from tlie falls of Ohio to Natchez in 14 days and

five hours—uothing ought to induce such running but a case of life and

death. They ascend in about 80 or 90 days, sometimes much longer.

The part the most indifferently managed iibout a barge, are tlte sails.

Few of the bargemen are sailors, and without one on board, tlie sail had

better be throAvn overboard A fine bai'ge was upset in the ri^-er opposite

Natchez in a gale of wind and hail on the ITth of March 1813, owing, it is

presumed, to a failure in the proper and timely management of the sails,

which were all spread to diive her up stream. Four men were drowned,

and a v&luable cai-go of groceries, &c. lost, a few bales of cotton excepted.

It is Avith the sails of a vessel, as with the tools of a shop, it requires a

master to work them to advantage. Any strong able bodied man, can

soon learn to pull an oar, or heave at the pole, and if he makes a mistake

with either it is of little consequence ; cot so with sails, the elements op-

erate upon them, and much care and knowledge are required to manage
them v/ith safely and benefit. Owners of barges ought to see to this

point, and not leave their barges to the mercy of heedless headsti-ong

crews, who cai'e for notliing but their wages, and whose ignorance is as

liable to run them on a sand bai" as to hit the main channel. By a ne-

glect of the patlrooufor five minutes in the cabin, 1 have seen a full loaded

barge grounded on a sand bar. and detained tvvodays.—The crew saw the

bar, but it whs not their business to prevent the accident!

It would, however, be well how soon the barging, business, propelled

bv manuai forces, coul^ be got rid of, and the steam power substituted.

And this would be done soon no doubt, but for tiie overwhelming patent

of Fulton and Livingston, which secures to them all the navigable rivers

in the United States for fourlctn years, for all boats propelled by the

sieam power, >-o matter' ox what pniyciPLE the steals operates.

j^o] GRE\T Miami, Assaranut, or Rocky river, is a large and im-

portant river of the state ofOhio, possessing many tributary streams, fine

lands, extensive settlements, towns, villages, mills, h.z. It has a st«ny

bed, rapid water, but no falls. Its principal branches, are, first. White
Water river, which enters it from the west, about 10 miles above its

mouth. The gi-eater pnitof this bi-ar'ch is of the Indiana territory, hav-

ing but about 10 miles of its course in the state of Ohio. Then comes in

on the west side, Indian, Two-mile, Four-mile, St Clair, Elk, Franklin,

Bear and Wolf creeks : Dick's, Clear and Hale creeks, on the east side :

These bring us to the forks, or three main branches, all entering toge-

ther just above Dayton. The South-West Branch runs thi'ough Preble,

Stark and Miami counties; and on Greenville creek, its most westerly
branch. Fort Greenville is situated, in Stark county ; and five miles soutli

of it is Fort .Tefferson, and '21 miles south of the" last is Fort Sl Claif,

near the head of St. Clair creek, 44 miles north from Cincinnati. Froni
foi't Greenville to fort Recovery it is 1 3 miles N. AV. by N. and 12 to fort

L.9rrimore N. E. The two last forts are on the Indian boundary line-

From fort Lorrimore to fort Defiance at the juncture of Au Glaise rivep.

with the Miami of the lake, it is 75 miles nearly north, thence to the ra-

pids 75 miles in a straight line. Making a distance bv this route, of '232

miles from Cincinnati to the rapids of the Miami of lake Erie ; allowing
nothing, however, for the crooks in the road. From the rapids to
Pr'r-nchtown on the river Raisin it is 40 miles ; tlience to D-troit 40 miles.

Port Maiden is 16 miles below Detroit at the h'-ad of lake Erie on the
^*st side,—Detroit foi-t and town is situated in N. lat 4^° 30/Hj on the



224 APPEiNDlX.

W. side of the river, or 5ti-fiit Detroitj the connecting water between lakes

Erie and St. Ciair, and v/iilch is uhowi 23 miles in length, and opposite

the fort half a mile in hreaddi, but much broader above and below it, and
deep enough for vessels of great biu-den. The channel of the strait

is gentle and wide, bat incommoded by several islands, one of which is

more than 7 miles long aceording to Mr. Hutchins. in 1775, fort De-
troit, then in possession of the British, was near a mile in circumference,

built witli stockades enclosing 100 houses, built regularly on streets cross-

ing each other at right angles. One entire side commanded the river.

Its situation is delightful, and in the centre of a pleasant fruitful country.

For 8 miles below Detroit, and for the same distance above it, on both
sides of the river, the country is divided into well cultivated plantations,

and from the coutig\iity of the farmers houses to each other, they appear
as two long cxti-nded vilhiges. The inhabitants, who are mostly French,
are about 2000 in number, 50i) of whom are as good marksmen and
woodsmen as the native Indians themselves.

Fort Detroit was surrendered, by the American commander, brigadier

general Hull, to the Biitish and Indians under major-general Brock, on
the l6th August 1812, without firing a single gun. Two thousand brave
backwoods-men were com[)elled by the dastardly and unprecedented vio-

lation of inilitar> honor of their general, :o surrender to an enemy of in-

ferior force, and without having had it in their power of trying which
could do the other tlui most harm. In I'age and madness, many of the

American ofiicers on being informed of the surrender, broke their arms
to pieces, while tears of regret, mixed with sorrow anfl vexation, sprung
ti'om t'ne eyes of valor, for this ignoble sacrifice of tlieir countr\ 's honor.

General iruH, and between three and four hundred regulars, were taken

pi'is')nei-s of war to fort George ; the militia and volunteers, were permit-

ted to return home on parole, on coudilion of not lilYing arms again dur-

ing the co;)tiuuance of the war Tbis aft'iir was the beginning of the pre-

sent war, beitig tlie secoml with the British nation. Whether it was a
inlsfortime or not, tinir. must determine—It was immensely mortifving,

and a considerable lo.ss of public propiu'ty, and a chain of disastfrs, defeats,

and calsniities. hive .since happtned to the American forces. There is

a providence, however, which nlwa)s consoles the honest and brave, and
which chang'S calamity into prospei'ity, and weeping into rejoicing. The
cause ofl-he Amerchn^ is the caus" of rigb.teousness— Providence, there-

fore is with, them, and Miil as bef'^'^e, if they are true to themselves—»•

bring them out with redoubled glory.

G( neral Winchester on his road to Detroit, was defeated in a very

bioodv and v/arm]y. costested battle with the "British and Indians, at the

rivr-'i' Raisin, .Tan. 2i, 1813, when he and the brave fellows under him,

had to surrcndej- to superior force

In Mjiy-foi Sowing SOOO British and Indians, made a teirible onset a-

gflinst fort MeigSj commanded by g'-n-ral Marrisou on the river iiaisin,

but after five davs sirge, the enemv retired with considerable loss. The
Americans lost some valuable oihrers, and men on this occa.sion, but the

def nee made by the besieged was such as to gain applause for bravery,

and a kiiowledge of iniiitary tactics. Here major Amos Stoddart fell, a

val'table officer and an exp -I'i need engineei'.

. The rwiddle or main bi.anch of the Great Miami heads within a few

miles of Sandusky, a large navigable river of lake Erie, and to which

th.re is a portage' of 9 miles, 6m this branch ai-e the villages of Piqua

west side, Stanton aad Livinyfston east side. Mad river is the eastern-

iXiosi branch of the Great , Mif^ mi ; it is m beautiful stream, having swift

and transparent water, with a fine gravelly bottom. It washes the edg-

es of some of the prairies on your road frojn SpringSeld to Frankiiuton,



APPENDIX. 225

and heads at a spring on the Indian boundary line, a few miles above

Zanestown. Urbaxa, the capital ofChampaigne county, lies four miles

east of Mad river. Spvingjield, a smart village of the same county, lies

14 miles below Urbana. 13axton, the capital of Preble county, is hand-

somely situated on a level tract, just below the junction of Mad river on
the east side of the Miami, and '25 miles below' Springfield. There is at

the mouth of Mad river, a handsome saw and grist mill. The French

fo)-merly had an establishment on Mad rivt- r. Fraiiklviy east side, lies 14

miles below Dayton in a straight line. JMu'Uilcto-cvn^ east side, 8 miles be-

low Franklin."^ Hamilton-, east side, the capital of Butler county, 10

miles below Franklin. Coleraine^ on the east side, and Crosby west side,

are situated opposite to each other, 9 miles below Hamilton, and 15 from

the mouth of the river.

The Great Miami is a most valuable stream for mills, it already has

many valuable grist and saw mills on it. It is about -100 yards wide at its

mouth, where the land is so low, tliat it is subject to inundation for several

miles up, and on both sides, otherwise the jnnction of this river with the

Oi)io, would form a handsome site, and a very advantageous situation for

a town. It is navigable to the Picka\vay towns, 75 miles up, where the

river is contracted to 30 yards in width, above Avhich canoes go 50 miles

further, to the portage between it and Sandubky of the lake. The wes-

tern branch goes within a few miles of Au Glaive river, a branch of the

Miami of the lake to which there is a portage of five miles.

[/>] ,
ANIMALS' bones of enormous siza have been found here \\i

great numbers. Some skeletons nearly con.plete were not long since

dug up 1 \ feet under the surface in a stiff blue clay. These appeared to

he the bones of differeiit species of animals, but ail remarkably large.

Some were supposed to be those of the mammoth, others of a non-de-

script. Among these bones, were two horns or fenders, each weighing

150 pounds, 16 feet long, and eighteen inches in circumference at the big

end ; and grinders of the carnivorous kind, weighing from three to ten

and an half pounds each ; and othi^rs of the graminivorous species, equally

large, but quite differently sijaped, being flat and ridged- Ribs, joints of

the backbone, and of the ffx>t or paw, thigh and hip bones, upper jaw
bone, &c. &c. were also found, amounting in the whole to about five

tons weight.
' Of the history of the mammoth we ai e much in the dark.—Ofanimals
having once existed carrying these enormous bones, there can be Jio doubt.

Their pi'esent existence is much doubted; and the only proof we have
to the contrary, is a curious tradition of the Indians, handed down to

them by their fcthersj which being delivered by a principal chief~ofthe
Delaware tribe to the governor of Virginia during the American revolu-

tion, is recorded in the following words:—" That in ancient times a herd
' of these tremendous animals came to the Big-bone licks, and began an
universal destruction of the bear, deer, elks, buffaloes, and other animals

which had been created for the use of the Indians : that the Great Man a-

bove, looking down and seeing this, was so enraged, that lie siezed his

lightning, descended on the earth, seated himself on a neighboring moun-
tain, on a rock of which his seat and the print of his feet are still to be
seen, and hurled his bolts among them till the whole were slaughtered,

except the big bull, who presenting his forehead to the shafts, shook them
off as the) fell ; but missing one at length, it wounded him in the side;

whereon, springing round,"he bounded over the Ohio, over the Wabash,
the Illinois, and finally over the Great lakes, where he is living at this

day,"

i . JeffersorCs ^\otes on Virginia.
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There are places at the Big Bone Lick, where the salt water bubbles
up through the earth, that are rendered a perfect quagmire, admitting
notliing heavier walking over them than geese or other hght web-footed
fowl. Cattle dare not venture nearer than to their edges. One of these
places appears bottomless, for no soundings have ever been found ; throw
in a ten feet rail endwise and it buries itself; another embraces near a
quarter of an acre, over which grows a very fine and short grass. May
it not be reasonable to account for so many of the mammoth's bones being
deposited at tiiis place, by presuming that in their seeking the salt water,
and ventuiing a little too far, or otherwise, that their own enormous weight
pushing them forwai-d too far for recovery, and sinking, thus were buried
one after another to the number we now find their remains. The places
where their bones are now found are tolerably hard from filling up by the
washings of the small stream which runs through them, and from having
been much dug up and tlie mud exposed to the sun.

!Mr. Colquohoun, a Scotch gentleman, resides at, and owns this singu-
lar spot ofgroundj and has two extensive saltjmrnaces at work, which are
able to make about 60 bushels per day, notwithstanding the weakness of
the water. Mr Cnlquohoun has been at much labor and expense in fixing

hib furnaces in a su{>erior stile, particularly ia the retention of the heat,
and saving of f<iel. His kettles ure of an oblong square, coming to about
half the size at bottom that tliey are at top ; they hold about 12 or 15 gal-
lons, and are fixed close together in a double row, having their edges cov-
ered with sheet Ic.id lapped down closely on all sides, so uc to prevent any
heat from escaping; the fuel is introduced into a gi-ated furnace whose
mouth is closed by an iron door. Tiie kettles rise gradually from the
front to the chimney, so as to occasion a sufficient draught of air. The
first kettles in the furnace is round and contains about 1 00 gallons, and as
this receives a greater degree of heat, and evaporates the water much-
faster than the smaller ones, they are partly supplied fixjm it after the
TV atcr has boiled down considerably, and the back small kettles are sup-
plied from those near the front. The kettles are filled with the salt wa-
ter in the first instance from a wooden pipe running over the middle of the
furnace, having spigot holes on each side ; this is supplied by a pipe frora

the general reservoir filled from the leading troughs.

Mr. Colquohoun was engaged (Sept. 1810) in boring for Salter water,

and had got 150 feetthrougii the solid rock with an inch and half auger,

and was determined to bore 50 feet furtlier. If he failed here, to try two
other places, embracing the three important points of tlie tract where the
salt water was supposed to be emboweiied.

Pigeons are seen here in thousands, in the proper season, and the noisy

paroquet in considerable fiooks. The pigeons seemed to be crowding on
trees nearest the pond of salt water, as if wishing to get at it; I stvw none
drinking, and am ignorant whether they give sail water the preference.

It is not uncommon to find large " Pigeon Boosts'' in the neighborhood of

Salt Licks, which distinguish themselves by the old timber being stript of

its limbs and deadened, and young timber springing up in its place.—
There is something interesting in the very singular manner ofthe pigeons

crowding together in such immense flocks as to break down considerable

trees, and ci-ushing themselves to death by the breaking and falling of the

Jimbs on which they light, and may be more spoken of hereafter.

The Big Bone Lick is in the state of Kentucky, 20 miles from Cincin-

nati, on the road leading ftx>m that town to the falls of Ohio. The land

about it is flat and cold, with scrubby timber, and there is no cleared

gi'ound in view of the Lick, not even a garden, notwithstanding, it is worth

a visit to the curious, and the superior intelligence and hospitality of its

worthy prpprietor, luakes such a visit well paid for. The buck water.
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in the veiy high stages of the Ohio, has been known to hmndate this place,

and extend for some distance above it.

Ji'ote for Cave in Rock, p. 123. liteiury theft—In looking over
the piK;:es of " Fcssenden's Register of Ails/' published in Philadelphia,

I was pleased to find in it p. 37^2-3, a description of this rock as taken
from " Harris's Tour," and as 1 penned it from the mouth of a gentle-

man on whom I knew I could rely, who had visited it a short time before.

I was then engaged in pubhshing the Oliio anu Mississippi Navigator, and
this account of the "Cave in Rock" was uiserted in the edition of tha*
work of IS03 or 1804. The Rev. Mr. Harris purchased a copy of that

ecUtion at my bookstore in Pittsburgh, when on his route through the O-
hio country, from which be inseited the description of the "Big Cave"
in his " Journal or Tour," as being in his opinion, it is presumable, cor-

rect and interesting. This was well enough, but Mr. Harris, as a clivine

and as a respectable man and considerable author, ought in common jus-
tice, to have given a reference to the work from which the extract was
made. In consequence of his neglecting this piece of courtesy, Mr. Fes«
senden gives " Harrises Tour" as authority for the desc!'iption of this sin-

gular rock. The moi-al of all this is, that Mr. Fe'^senden was right, the
rev divine wrong, by fathering that which did not belong to him.

This, however, is among the least of the robberies committed on the
Ohio Navigator. A well known and much celebrated chai-acter of Eu-
rope has taken liberties with this book, which, had he done the like to a
butcher'^ stall, they would have brotiglit him to the gallows long ere this.

This great personage is no other than *' Thomas Ash, esq'''' author of.
** Travels in Amei-iea," published in London, and republished in the U-
nited States in 1809. As the ingenuity of Mr. Ash is so well shewn, and
«o different to the common mode in like cases, his methotl of eomraittiug
a *' litei-ary theft" is worth taking notice of—INIost literary tliieves are
silent and say nothing: of the work from a\ hich they are extracting matter,
of which they wish the world to believe them the authors. "Thomas
Ash, esq." takes a different road, by denying the existence of the book,
while he is qu(«ing whole p g:s at a time from it. His account of the
Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio rivers, the instructions for tlieir navi-
gation, the towns on their banks, distances from place to place, &c. is ta-

ken vei'batira from a cony of the edition of the Ohio and Mississippi Navi-
gator he purchased when in Pittsburgh in 1806. And after he gete
through his account of those rivi rs, places, &c. as copied from the Navi-
gator or Pilot, heobseiwes, " lam less particular on this subject, under-
standing that " a Pilot for the rivers^"* is now in the press at Pitts-
burgh, and will soon be published, and thus 1 am saved ofmuch tedious
detail r^—These may not be the exact v/oi-dsof Mr. Ash, quoting him
from memorv'. but this is the amount of his expressions, and the idea he
wished to convey to the pu' 'ic, that his " Travels in America" were of
an earlier date to the Nav g^tor, and however, the better part of his
work may be founded on it, by thus, denying the existence of the book,
be comes out in London fair and square as an oiiginal author, and a great
and wonderful trwdler. V/ondeifid he is, to be sure, for he tells tales
that are wonderful, but which are as far from the truth as the earth is

fi-om the sun's cer-tre.

I foj-give Mr. Ash for tins "literary theft," as the practice has become
common now a davs, but I am rot -joing to forgive him for the bone-thrft he
committed on mv friend Doctor Goforth. then of Cincinnati, now of the citf
of New Orip.insjth'n whom abetter man does not exist, and the last man
in America Mr Vsh ousfhtlo have thus basely deceived and cheated
for in his house, he eat of his bread, and partook of-his friendship and hos-
pitality, while a straager aud sojounier in the Uad, The particulars of
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this cu'cumstance are bi-iefly this : Doctor Goforth had for several years
been engaged in collecting the mammoth's and other enormous bones, at
the Big Bone Lick in Kentucky, and at an expense of much time, labor,

and of many hundred dollars. In the year 1804 or 1805 he conveyed a-

bout five tons of these bones to Pittsburgh, with a view of transporting them
to Philadelphia, and selling them to Mr. Peale, or to the American Phi!o-
sophicnl Society. The bones however remained in Pittsburgh some time,
]Mr. Ash had passed through Pittsburgh, and descended to Cincinnati.

There learning that Doctor Gotorth had a very valuable collection oi Big
Bones, he soon ingratiated himself into the Doctor's good graces, and en-
tered into written articles with him to become his agent for the sale of the
bones, he being allowed a specified part of the clear profits of sale, and
New Orleans being fixed upon as the market for their disposal. Accord-
ingly Mr. ^sh returned to Pittsburgh in 1806-7, a\ ith an order from Doc-
tor Goforth for the bones. They had been deposited with the late Doc-
tor Richardson, who delivered them to Mr. Ash, (or Arvil, the name
he then went by.) The bones were boated to Cincinnaii undei' the
command of Mr. Ash, thence he proceeded to New Orleans, where he
made a feint to sell them, and was offered seven thousand dollars for

them. He observed that that sum was not one-tenth of their value, and
from New Orleans shipped them to London. Where, no doubt, he has
accumulated an immense fortune by exhibiting that great natural treasui'e

of curiosities to the court of that metropolis, while their real owner here
is laboring under all the difliculties of the loss of so valuable a propertJ^
Thus Mr. x\sh, a poor adventurer from Ireland, who introduced himself
at Pittsburgh in 1806, wishing to take up a school for the education of
children, is now seen at the court of Loudon, exhibiting Doctor Gc-
forth's Mammoth Bones, and writing books defaming America and its

citizens.

The following communication, politely handed me by Doctor Goforthj
will fuilher illustrate the subject of the Big Bones.

Sir,

I beg leave to address you on the part of the American Philosophical

Society, to request that you would favor the members of that institution

with a desciiption of the bones of a large animal with claws, which you
procured in the western country.—The accounts which have been circu-

lated by travellers respecting the size of the foot, have particularly at-

tracted our attention. We have been induced (by information from tlie

same source) to believe that some bones of the mammoth were in your
collection—being possessed of all the bones of that animal, except those

of the head, we will onlv ask you for information of that part of the mam-
moth—but an account of all the other unknown bones will be interesting

to tts.

At the same time, I beg leave to ask your opinion respecting the prob-
ability of procuring more of those bones, and your advice concerning the
method of attempting it.

Ifvour avocations will permit you to faVor the society with an answer,

please to addppss it to the President of the United States, who is Presi-

dent of die Society.

With great respect,

1 am vour frl 'n'? and servant,

CAS I'ER WIS rAR, Jt.v.

Dr. Goforth.

:it*hihidelphia, DecAyim-
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Respected ^ir,

I RECEiTBB a letter from Casper Wistar, jan. dated the
1st Decembei" 1816, on behalf of the American Philcsophieal Society of
Philadelphia, reque&iing iaformation concerning the heiid of the raani-
raoth ; ihe bones ol a large animal witli claws ; an account of other un-
known bcnes ; and also roy opinion of the probability of procuring more
hones, and the method of attempting it—and I was desired to address roy
answer to yoa.

The bones I collected were iinfoilunately entm&ted to the care of a
person who descended the Mississippi with them some montlis since

;

•whether he proceeded to En^ope witii them I am ignorant, as from ac-
cident, or some other cause, I have received no a^rccunt either of liim or
them.—My answer cannot therefore be expected to contain accurate or
exact descriptions of tlie bones ; but such a general description as I can
give from memory, fellows :

The pait of a head which was in my possession, and which I thought
to be the head of the mammoth, ajjpeared small. I only possessed the
maxilla superior and maxilla infeaior, i\'ith the teeth. The maxilla supe-
rior was furnished with four large teeth, tv/o on each side of the jaw, the
two neai'est the jaw were molares, and !iad two points or cones on each
side of the tooth, making double processes thickly enamelled on the cones
or masticating surface.

'J 'he maxilla inferiov was in two parts naturslly, teeth the same as in
the maxilla superior, and fi-om the appearance of both jaws I concluded
they had tlieir full cotnpliment of teeth—I judg-.^d the head to which
these bones belonged was small, as I had teeth of tlie Sfime kind move
than Sve times the size of tlie lai'gest in either jaw—each under jaw
with the teeth v.eigliing 48!bs.

I had a number of teeth ribbed transversely on the masticatmg surface,
and enamelled, v eigl.iug from 1 ^ to I2!bs. each.

Of the teeth of the niummoth kind fnnushed with double coned w
blunt pointed proeesses on the masticating surface and thickly enamelled,
and generaly four processes for insertion in the jaw, as many as a wa-
gon and four horses could draw, weighing from 12 to 20lbs. eaeh.
One small femorjs, weight 311bs. four libs, weight and length not re-

collected—they appeai-ed to be so connected with the vertebra; as to
throw their edge outwards; one tusk weighing lOOlbs. 21 inches in cir-

cumference in the mid.lle, which was the thickest part; one other tusk,
weight 150'bs, 23 ii.ihes in circumference, and measuriqg 10 feet 6 inches
in length ; its form tiius J one horn 5 feet long, weight 21 lbs.

The bones of one paw nearly filled a flour barrel; it had four claws,
and when the bones w ere regularly placed together, measured from the
OS calcis to the eiid of either niiddle claw 5 feet 2 inches.

The bones of tliis paw were similar to those of a bear's foot. Where I
found these bones, I found lai^ge quantities of bears' bones at the same
time, and had an opportunity of arranging and comparing the bones
together, and the similarity was striking in every particular except the
size.

« The vertebrse of the back and neck, when airanged in order vrith the
OS sacrum and coccyges, and measured nearly 60 feet, allowing for cartih
ages. Though I am not coniident the bones all belonged to one animal,
and the number ofvertebrse I cannot recollect.

I had some thigh bones ofincognita ofa monstrous size when cofiipar-
ed with rny other bones, which I much regret 1 neither weighed or nieas«
«ured, and a number of large bones so much impaired by time it w^i fruit-
less to coBjecture to what part of any animal thef betoRged.

U
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As to the jjrobability ot* obtaining more bones and the rioethoJ of at-

tempting it; tlie best answer 1 can aive will be a relation how and where
1 procured the foxn; mentioned : They were all pi'ocured at a place call-

ed the Kig Bone Lick, about 60 miles below this place and 3 fiom tlie

Ohio. From my long residence in this country I had long cherished a
strong desire to make researches at Big Bone Lick, but my circumstan-
ces (having a large family and raypraclice as a physician, though exten-
sive, is notproHtable, OAvingtothe poverty of the people,) would not en-
able me to bear tlie necessary expcusts. About three years ago, some
persons undei-sianding the avidity with which skeletons of this kind were
sought after in Europe, and believing a complete skeleton of the mam-
moth might be procured, an<I thatit would sell well in Europe. After
several exertions to olitain whnt miglit be ncHsessary to carry my object in-

to execution, I accordingly proceeded to Big Boue I jck, and Avith a few
hmds, such as my triflixig resources would permit, CQmmenced my re-

searches, when the agent of David Ross of Virginia, who own6.the tract of
fand, forbid my proceeding fui-ther. Since which time-I have endeavour-
ed hy ?very means which my contracted situation enables me, to procure
liberty to prosecute my- search.

Big Bone Lick was. formerly a salt marsh—Salt is made tliere at pres-

ent—we generally du^; through several layers of small bones in a stiiT blue

clay, jueh as deer, elk, buffalo and bear bones, in great numbers, many
of them much hi oken, below which was a.strata of gravel and salt water,

in which we found the large bones, some nearly 1 1 feet deep iu tlie groujid

though they were found upon the surface.

The large bones were not found regularly connected together as those

of a caj'c ass which has been consumed by time without disturbance, and
1 was led toform strong suspicions that the carcasses of the large animals

were preyed upon and the bones scattered hei-e and there—riam so firm-

ly persuaded that large, nay, almost any, quantity of the teeth bones and

tusks may be pi'ocured, that I have long entertained a sangrJr.e hope of

bettering my circumstances by procuring sk<detoiis, pi^ovlded I could ob'-

tain permission to prosecute my search; perhaps it may be in the power
of vour learned body,,to procure me this permission, und if the society

•would wish colleetionsof the bones of these non-desciipts for their own
use, I would undertake to superintend the collection and forward it to

Philadelphia, or elsewhere, for such compensation as the -Society should

think proper to allow me for my trouble, and quitting my business during

the time of the work. I spent abotit four weeks in my former research,

vith 6 and sometime^ 8 haiids, ami I think Avith 10 or 1 '2 hands, who must
be found with victuals and liquor, I could completely search the whole

lick. The expense would be about 5S* '^^ each man per day ; we could

take provisions from this town, or take a hunter to kill for us. I have

now, respected sir, given all the information that suggests itself, and have

mentioned the place where the coll''ction is to be made, and the best

method toptirsue. With sincere wishes, that the Society may prosper,

nnd that you may long continue your labors for the benefit of your coim-

try, lam,
With sincere respect, vour friend,

WILLIAM' GOFORTH.
TBOMAB JEPFKKSONjESa.

[g~\ KENTUCKY river is a large and important water of the state

of the samf* name. Tt heads in the Cumberland mountains, entwining

v'ith C^p waters nf Licking and Sandy rivers on the one hand, and Dick's

river, its western bi-anch, with those of Cumberlaud gu th'^ ether.
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Frankfort, the seat of governraent for the state of Kentucky, is situ-

«teil ou the east side of Kentucky river, aUouc 60 miles fiom its mouth—

'

it contains about 140 houses, three priming offices, one b<x>kstore, a circu-

lating library, and book bindery; 18 laercaiitile stores, a state bank es-

tftbUshed in the fall of 1807. The state legislature meet here annually,

and sit during the winter months. 'I'he town is improving fast in build-

ings, manafactories, inc.

There have bsen a number of vessels of burden built here and freighted

with the produce of the country, to New (Orleans, West India islands, ^c.

A t'aw miles above Frankfwt^ on the Kentucky river, ai-e two consider-'

able Vineyaixis, which are likely to prove successful in the manufactoiy

of good wine.

Frankfort is seated 0!i a flat or plain, under a considei'able hill to the

N. E. whilethe Kentucky river runs siround it to ihe S. \V. in the form

of a half moon. Part of the plain to the N. W\ of the town, is subject to

iimndation, and consequently not built on. It used to be a stagnant pond,

but general Wilkinson, when stationed at Frankfort, about, tlie year

1795-6, dug ditches through it, and drained it of its noxious effluvia; tlie

same practice has been continued by tlie inhalntants, and the health <if

the citizens preserved. The river at FrahkFort has an rippeanince of

havinsr left its eld hedy whrieh may have run through a pleasaut valley or

glen 5'ow a fine meadow) between the hill back of Frankfort and that

Avhose i>oint comes to the liver jiist belov/ town, and obliqutMy opposite'

the hill on the S. W. side of the river, where the fracture by sonn- great

convuTsiou of nature may have iriken place. This conjecture is formed"

from a slight view of the place, ^^^ leave the hypothesis for further exam-
i'lation by naturalists. On the S. W. Mde of the rivJr, opposite the upper-

end of the town, is an extensive bottom, cvA\ed South Frankfort. It is

not yet built on.

The river at Fi'ankfort is rfttnfoV, with Bold banks of limestone rnck
admirably calculated for building', running in horizontal veins of from 6

to 12 inches thick ; it has been known to rise 50 feet perpendicular in ^-i-

hours. The hrivjge now erecting at Fi'ankfort will add facility to the

commerce of the town. It is building on the plan ofjudge Finlty s chain-

bridgt : will cost about 25,000 dollars, is 334^ feet span, having one pier

iii the middle of the river, 65 feet in licight ; whole length about 700 feet,

and 18 broad. The two chains lor this bridge were made at Pittsbui'gh,

by Mj-. Thonwis Hazl'^ton, and weigh about 12 tons, of inch and a half

square bar. Much difficulty has been experienctd in getting a founda-
tion for the western abutment, arising from a kind of quick-sand and wa-
ter i-ushingin at tiie bottom upon the workmen as fast as they could dis-

chai"ge them at top, with punips and buckets woi'ked night and day.
Frankfort has a well conducted penitentiary, in which the criminals of

the state, work at various mechanical branches, and at labor, during the
term of their confinement. I saw a variety of handsome stone and mar-
ble work in the yard, among which, some elegantly wrought tombs wefe
the most conspicuous. The marble slabs are very handsome, having va-

riegated veins running through them, and which bear a liigh and beauti-

tul polish; these are brought from a marble quarry 25 or 30 miles disi-

tance.

. iVIessrs. Hunter & Instone, have recently got into operation in Frank-
fort an extensive bagging manufactory, in w hich about 25 hands, black-
men and boys, are busily engaged, spinning, wearing, &c. At the end of
this and immediately on the bank of the river, the same gentlemen have
erected a lai-ge ware-house for the storage of goods, which centre herie

from different parts of the state, to descend the Kentucky river fo the
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Ohio. A bagging manufactory was burnt down at Frankfert about twelve
months ago, by design, it was conjectured.
An extensive rope widk Avas erecting (Sept. 1810) at the edge of the

town, calculnted to do business lai-gely. And a steam bofit, that is, a large
boat to be propelled by the power of steain, was on the stocks a little a-
bove town. Slie is intended for the trade of the Ohio and Miisissippl
rivers.

The buildings of Frankfort are principally of biick, and of a handsome
style. The state house is a large three story stone building, and stands in
the middle of a large yai-d, and like too vaany piMic things, appears much
neglected for want of repairs and cleinliness. The new bank, is a hand-
some buck building, and stands in range with the new bridge and the
state house.

A mile below Frankfort there is a saw and grist mill in the river, which,
ill low water does a good deal of business, but it is not uncommon to see
it completely covered by the floods of the river, to withst.nnd which it has
DO roci" and is open on all sides, and heavily loaded down on the corners
and in the middle of the frame at top, with piles of stones. The mill is

owned by a Mr. Hav;skins. Boats pass it through a chute, by lifting a fc^v

boards at its head, v,']»ich when i^eplacc<l, form a dam for the mill.

With some difficidty the Kentucky rivt-r can be navigated from Frank-
fort V !th light flat bottomed bonts to the Ohio, in the lowest .stages of the
water, but for about eight months in the year the navigation is very good.
Two mdes below Frankfoit there is a bank of fine white sand thrown

up by the river, s;*id to be v.-ell calculated for the manufacture of glass.—
Mr. Greenup, former goveraov of Ketu^lcky, has it in contemplation, it is

said, to establish a glass house at or near this place ; and the establishment
of a brew house is talked of by the citizens of the town. Thus go on the
improvements of the inteiior America, whose inhabitants begin to feel
and act like the citizens of an independent nation^ possessing an ex-
tent of country capable of producing, from the luxury of its soil, and va-
riety of climate, every tHng which ought to make a people happy, anrt

independent of all the venomous combinations of maddened Europe.
Boonsboi ough is about 80 miles above Frankfort. Tills town takes its

name from Daniel Boon, the first settler of the state, and who first enter-
ed it, in company with John Finley, John Stev/art, Joseph Holder, James
•Moray and William. Cool, on the 7th June, 1769, having set out for this

purpose from No! th Carolina the first of the preceding May ; Boon and
others began to build a fort here at a salt lick, 60 j'ards from the south
bank of the river, on the first of April, 1775, to which they gave the name
of fort Boonsborougn, and which occupied them to complete it until the
14th June following, haATlng been fi-eqnently interi-upted by the Indians,
who began to feel jealous of this inti'usion of the whites, and determined
to prevent the erection efforts, and punish with death the intruders. A
eh'curastance which enabled Boon to maintain his stand in this foil against

a numerous and barbarous enemy, amidst an howling and savage Avilder-

ness, far removed from any possible succor, and which so sttxjngly bears
the mark of a kind and ever watchful Providence, that I think no reader
will lament the being made acquainted with it : Shortly after the erec-

tion of this fort. Boon removed to it his family from Clinch, (where he
l»ad left it in 1773, moving fi'om his farm on the Yadkin in Noith Caroli-

na, to which he had returned for this pm-pore in 1772) *' whei'e," says he,

**we arrived safe, my wife and dauglilers, being the first white women
1 hat ever stood on th«; hanks of the Kentucky river." Five fumilies from
^forth Carolina, and 40 men from Powel's Valley, joined Boon on his

w^moval to Kentucky. After several bloofly onsets of the savages against

fort Boonsborougb, iri 1775-6-7, in Avhich they were e.Uvays rcprdsed,
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they formed a plan by uniting t>»eir forces, to storm the garrison, and
slay every man, woman and ctiild in it

Boon, while making salt at tlxe Blue Licks, in January 1778, was, tvith

27 of his men, taken prisoners by a party of 102 Indians, who were on
their march to attack his fort. Boon himself was taken while hutiting

meat for his men, and capitulated with the Indians for their surrender,

and on approaching the spot where they were at work, he gave them
signs at a distance not to lift arn»s. Fi"om hence Boon and his compan-
ions were taken prisoners to Old Chilicothe, the principal Indian town on
Little Miami, where thuy arrived 18th Febi-uary. On the lOth March''
following, he and 10 of his men were conducted by 40 Indians to Detroit,

where they arrived on the 30th same month, and were well ti'eated by
governor Hamilton, the British commander at that post, as they had also

been on their march by the Indians, agreo^ably to the conditio:i8 of Boon's-

capitulation. The Indians hnd got att;;died to B(X)n while .t prisoner,

and would on no condition either sell him to the Biitish officei-s, s6me of

whom generously and humanely offered llK) pounds sterling for him, in

oixler that he might return home at libiTty nor would they leave him a
prisoner among the rest of his comp.inions ai Detroit. They took him
bick with them to Old Chilicothe, again, where they arrived 25th April
following. *' Here I was adopted" says Boort "into' the fnoiily of a chief

as a son, which is their custom, and permitted tO hunt and spend mv time
as I pleased. In June following they took me to Sciota salt-springs, nhere
we continued ra.iking snlt for 10 days. On our retuini to Old ChilicotliC;'

I was alarmed to see 450 Indians, the choicest of their warriors, painted
and armed in a fearful manner, and ready as I found out, to march against
Boonsborough. I now determined to make my escape the first opportu-
city ; there was no time to be lost. On the 1 6th, before suiu'ise, I got off

in the most secret manner, and on the '20th arrived at Boonsborough, *
distance of IfiO miles, travelling wliich I had but ofte meal. 1 found our
fort in a bad state, all hands were now engaged earnestly in repaiinng and
fortifying it in the best mranner possible, for tile impending blow of the en*
emy, whose ar|ival wne expected daily. Sometime previous to my cap-
tare a reinforcement of 45 men arrived from North Carolina, and colonel
Bowman with ICO men from Virginia, ar)d notwithstandinir we hiud lost

some in killed and other.? wounded, we considered ourselves pretty strong,
and felt determined to brave all dangers. We were in waiting for the
cuemy, when we got information that they had postponed their march
two weeks, in consequence of my escape from them at OW Chilicothe.
In the mean time we had several skii-misbes with small parties of Tii-

dJans. On the 8th August, hov/ever, the fejccious Indian array arrived,
444 in number, under the command of captain l^uquesne, 11 otlier
Frenchmen, and some of their own chiefs, and marched up within view
tf our fort,-with British! and Frenc!i coloi s flving. They halted and des-
piitched a summons to me, in his Britannic majesty's name, to surrender
the fort. Tothis IretLimetl for answer, thatl wanted two days to con-
sider on it, which was granted.

It was now a ci-itical time with us. We \<rere a small number in the
garrison—a powerful, cruelj and savage army before our stockaded fort,
wrhose appearance proclaimed i^evitab^e death, and even this was prefer'
able to captivity. It was soon unanimously determined, that we would
maintain our garrison, nor yield it short of death. We immediat.ly be-
gan to collect what of our horses and cattle we could, and brius them
through the pcstems into the fort. On the evening of the Qth, 1 returned
answer, that we were determined to defend our fort while a man wr-s ''r.

ing—"Now,** said I to their commander who stood atlentlvelv he«riniv
lay sentiments, <* we laugh at all your formidable preparations : but Uiai.h

U 2
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j'ou for givtn,^ ua notice, and tiiae to prepare ; Vour eifdrts will net prfe-i

>Mil ; our t^.ttes shall ever deny you adrnitiance.'' Whether this answer
aSected theii- coura.;j;e or not, t cannot tell, hut coutiaiy to our expeeu-
tions tliey formed a scheme to deceive us, declaring it was their m-ueis froni
govtrnor ilamiiton to take us captives: but if nine of us woiilil come out
Afid treat witli them, ihey uould immediately withdraw their forces, and
return hone peaceahly. The sound of this proposition was grateful tO
#ui" ears, and we agreed to the proposal.

. We held the treaty within fiO yanis of the garrison, fearing thft treach-
ery was at the boitom of this nianoeuvrf : the articles were foi mally a-
greed to and signed ; and the Indians told us it was custom: ly with them,
on iiuch cccasioas, for two Indians to shoke hands Avith every white man
ill the treaty, at mi evidence of entire friendship ; we agreed to this also,

but were soon convinood thty were determined to t^ke us prisoners.
They immediutely grappled us : and altlioagii surrounded by hundreds of
Saviges, we extricated ourselves from them, and got into the gai-rison all

safe, one man excepted, who was wounded throuji,h a very heavey fiie

from the army. A furious attack was now made on us tVom all sides,
and a constant heavy fire continued between us day and night for niHa
days, during which they attempted to undermine our fort—we began a
countei*mine, which they discovered, and in consequence quit this project.
I'hey now began to be convinced that neither their stratagems nor supe-
rior torce was likely to overcome us, and on the 'ilOth August, they raised
the siege and depml^d.
During this siege, m iiich threatened death in every form, we had 2 men

filled and 4 wounded, besides a number of cattle "We kiikd of the ene-
my ;i7 and v/ounded a great nnmber. After the battle was over, we
picked up 125lb3 of bullets, besides what stuck in the logs ofour fort."

BqoiCs J\^avrative.

During Boon's captivity witli the Indians, his vife, distressed, and be-
lieving her husband killed, conveyed herselfand fmnily with her goods on
horses tlu'ough the wilderness, beset with dangprs, to her father*s hous©
in North Carolina.

—

Adev the si( ge against his fort was over, he went
tbr his family a sewmd time, and brought them bf.ck and settled them a-

gftin in Boonsborangh.
—

'i'has the d)ffieulties of settling a new and savage
:;ountry, into which every step seems stained with blootl, cruelly ar.d dis^

tress. In which, however, how grateful to mark the act? of a kiiid and!

protecting Providence, ever watchful of the A^rtuons and brave.

Danville arid Stamford are situated on Dick^s river, the we.stern branch

of the Kentucky, a little above the firk. YersaiUes, Fetcrshvr^h and
Horrodaanrprh nre below Danville ; Georgeto'ivn is on North Elkhorn,

which empties in below Frankfort ; Madison lies a few mill s south of

Boonsboi-ough. Fraiiklinirille is tiear the head pf the north-eas-teru

branch. A Vi^isi/ard was estahlibhed by an extensive vine company on

rl,e Kentucky river some distance above Frankfort, in the yiars 1708-9.

it has not .sucteedcd to expectation. The Kentucky river possesses a
number of other thriving towns and vill; ges. and many tributary streams,

niills, &e. and after winding 200 miles through amosst it rtile country, va-

ried by hilh and vales, farms and fine settlements, nmning the first 60^

miles ne^a•lv u west coarse, then turning to nearly a dne north direction,

enters the Ohio with a month 200 yards wi'de, m hit 38° lO' nOilh. Tt

is a crookud river, navignble for 150 miles, and has banks so curiously

i'urmed that they may be reckoned among the n.'ifural curiosities of the

counti y. In thtse the astonished eye bfhoh>s from '200 to 300 feet of a

solid perpendicular rock of limestone, and in oth^r ])h^cesafine white

and variegated niarbiej curiously chequered with strata of amazing regu-

larity, 'i'h'.s character of baul^ accon^panicis Dick'? ^"iyw also, and tkcy
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liave something the appearance of deep artificial canils, but they are at*
uniforivily higli on both sides, rit Frankt'oit for inst::nce, just above th.>

town and at tiie road side, while the pre9ipicc on the east si<le is betweea
200 and 300 feet of a perpendiculiu- mass of limestone, finely roai-ked by
Korizontfll strata of diffei-ent thicknesses, tliat on the west is not higher

than sufficient to bound the floods of the river.

(^rl MISTLETOE, or Viscum in botany, a genus of plants of the

class aiiscia 0r tetrandri;' , and in the natural system arranged under the

48th oi-tler asfgregatse. 'I'he male calyx quadripartite ; the antherrs ad-

here to the calyx ; the female calyx consists of four leares ; there is no
style; the stigma is obtuse; there is no eoi-oila ; tlje fruit is a berry with

one seed ; there are nine species ; only one of which is a native of Bri-

tain, viz. the albtim or common mistletoe : it is a shrub growing on the

branches of several trees ; the leaves ai-e conjngate and elliptical, the

stem forked, the flowers whitish in the alae of the lerves.—This plant

was reckoned sacred among the Ditiiils.

—

Enajdopediaf article Vis-

cuyi.

Darwin says of this plant,

" Oh ! stay, briglU h:4bitant of air, alight,

Ambitious vise a, from thy angel-flight

!

—Scorning the sordid soil, aloft she springs.

Shakes her white plume, and claps her golden wings ;

liigh o'er the fieMsof boundless ether roves,

And seeks amid the clouds her soaiing loves !'*

In a note he observes, *• This plant never grows upon the ground ; the

fnliage is yellow, and the bernes milk white ; the. benies are so viscious

as to serve for bii-d-lime, and when tliey fall, adhtre to the branches of

the tiee on Mliich the plant grows, and stiike ix>ot into its bark, or are

carried to distant trees by biitls.

—

Botanic Garcleiiy JLuves of die Jt*lant^y

p. 27, %vo.

This curious plant, this dioarf-tvee of tree?, is sometimes met with in

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, and other states of the union, but on the

lower part of the river Ohio, and along tlie ^lississippi, it becomes quite

conspicuous, especially in winter, when the trees have lost their foliage,

the mistletoe being an evergreen, it appears on the branches in clustei*s,

hiiving'juta short, thick, compact, bushy growth, with a strong oval form-

ed small green leaf. The berry is a transparent white fruit, btit how
tntmy seeds it contains I know not—the bii'ds ti^nsplant the seeds from

tree to tree, on domes-tic as w«il as treesof the forest. How Mr. Eilicot

claeses this plant with the Wif.», I am at a loss to understand. He is

equally under a mistake by saying the long moss, (tiHandsia usneoides)

is not connected, like the mistletoe, with the trees on which it hangs.*

It takes root in the same manner as does the mistletoe, in the crevices

or fissures of the bark on the limbs ot^ tlie trees; one root of which how-

ever, sustains such quantities of the hanging moss, that a supei-ficial ob-

.server might very readily be led into a mistake, and suppose, as Mr. Ei-

licot has done, that it had no root, no adhesion or connection with the

tree on which it is suspended in lof>se di-apery. I examined the moss my-
self, and found it rooted to the limbs of the trees as stated. And further

discovered ihat it flowei-s annually, and bears a verv dehcate pod half ar^

inch or three quai'ters long, full of small seeds. I'he mistletoe possea.-

* See his Jouroal, pages 2a5, 388.
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3es valuable mediciual qualities, and is sometimes made use of for fe*

male cattle.

r«] GREIiN River is a valuable water of Kentucky, has a gentle

current, na^-ighble about 1 50 miles^ and after winding through a mosl^

fertile country -200 miles, it enters the Ohio with a mouth 200 yards

wide. The cooniry on this river is said to afford better range for cattle

and hogs than any oUncrpMrtof Kentucky. It also produces the grape

in great abundance, and of a fine flavor, such as would yield a good wine

ia great quantities if propeply munaged. Many of the inhabitants make
their own wine from them, and could, if encouraged, make for exporta-

tion to other parts of the Uiiited States^ Near this river there are tliree

ponds of bitumen, forming one general reservoir, which when used in

lamps answers the purpose of the best oil. Salt-petre is made on this ri-

ver ftxjm the earth, collected out of the caves, -^ith v/hicli the country

abounds. It is so stiongly impx-egnated with nitric particles, that its yield

of this valuable article of natural wealth and independence is immense.

The whole state of Kentucky is faraotis for its nitric caves, and for the

manufacture of salt-petre, making about ;?00,OCGlbs. annually. Green
river abounds with suit licks, from some of which much salt is made every

yeiir. The principal- southern branches of Green river are, first from

the mouth, Muddy or Voml river, Great Barren river, whose heads

entwine with the waters of Cumberland rrver ; Little Barren river,

between w'hich. Great Barren river, and'Green river, are what is called

the Great liarrens ,- and Russel's creek a few miles above tittle Bar-

ren river. Its northern branches are first, Panther creek, Rough creek,

which heads at a spring called Marj's Grove ; and Nolin's creek, besides

50 other-smaller, streams and their branches, and finally heads within a

few miles o& Stanford and' the Crab Orchard or Ducks fork of Kentucky
river, running genei*ally a western course to a north-western, in which ,

iist direction it enters the Ohio, in about 37° 47' N. lat.

[f\ THE Wabash is a beautiftd river, with high and upright bank*^

'

less subject tooverHow than an)- other river (the Ohio excepted) in this

part of the United StJites, It is about 270 yards wide ;.t its mouth, and.

is navigable to Oiiiatanf)ri, 412 miles, with Isee!sand boats ut-awing about

three feet water. Above this, in swells, boats ascend it 197 miles farther

to the Miami carrying; places nine miles from the Mismi village of lake

Erie. The SV abash has a gentle current to fort Oiiiatanon, a few rapids

excepted, some ot which are considerable, both above and below that-

fort. A' part of the river for three milts, and 30 ^clow the carrying-

place, is sr) narro-.v that setting poles have to be used instead of oars,

when oars are applied, which is not often the case on tbis and similar ri-

vers. The landoM theWnbash is rcn)arkab!e fei tile, with extensive na-

tui-al mevdows or pr.iiries on many parts of it, covered with long grass,

affording fine ranges for immense-herds of cattle. Almost every kind of

timber grows here In abundance, large and fine. A silver mine was dis-

covered 28 miles above Ouiatanon a few years ago, and a rich copper
mine also on this rivt^r, but we have not heard any thing more about them
lately. The Wabasli abounds in salt springs, the hills with coal, and the

river with fish. Limestone, blue, white and yellow clays abound. Hemp
giY>ws spontanecasly on the hottoms, 9nd grapes in great abundance,
having a black, thin skin, from which an excellent red wine is made by
the inhabitants for their own consumption. Hops and all kinds of fruit

thrive well here. As early as the year 1 77.'?, the French hi\d two esta-

blishments on the Wabaah, called Post Vincent, and Ouiatanon, the first-
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150 miles ami the other 2o2 miles from its mouth. Viwcevjjes as -we

now cRllit, waathe si'at of govei-mnent for Indiana Ten-itoiy; coasidera*

ble impi-ovements have been made in and about the town, but its prox-

imity to the incursions of the savages has retirded its progress much, and

also the settlement of the country. Vincennes is situated on tlie east

iKuik of the Wabash, in Jat 38° 43^ north, about 8 miles east of the line

between Indiana state and Illinois territoiy, and was the residence of the

governor and secretarj'. The country fnound the town is open, pleasant

and fertile, prosi>cct fiiie and extensive, and as soon as the Indians ean be-

i-endered harmless, this will become otiC of the finest parts for settle-

raent in the western tiountiy. Tne land is high, fertile, and healthtul,

with numerous limped sireamsand tine springs.—Mill ses^tsand farming

grounds convenient to each other, an unbounded and excellent range for

cattle, hogs, hoi-ses, and sheep. This partieulavly is the character of

vfhrt is called tlie JV<?-y> Purchase^ which ie now surveying, and lies a

isonsideriible distance r.bove Vincennes.
^

The principal branches of the "\Fabash are first on the west side, the

Little Wabash, about 20 miles from the Oliio, Fox and Umbra rivers.

On tlie east side, are the Potoko, and White rivers, which enter with-

in two miles of each other; and Deshe river, one of whose branches

approchfcs close to Vincennes by a long lake or spring. At the mouth

ftf Deshe rivei- is the 3d rapid, the second Grand Rapid is about three:

miles above Wliite river, and the Grand Chun is about '10 miles below

Fox river, beinj; the three principal rapids V»etM'een t';»e Ohio and Vm-
ctmnes. The W abash, bevond the branches mentioned, has a number

of others, the 'Vermillion,' Rock, Eel, Little, Muddy, Hill's, Brush or

North branch, and Tippecanoe rivers. On this last river, atul near where

it joins Eel river, is the Prophet's tov/n, now famous in the annals of our

Indian wars for a desperate battle fought here by the American troops^

under governor Harrison, and the Indians under Tecuniseh, brother to

the prophet. It was scarcely a victory to the Americans, though they

were enabled to keep their position and put to flight the Indians. It vaf

.

however, a desperate fouglit battle, the Ameiicaas being rushed apon be-

tbre day light by the tomahawking, scitlping and treacherous enemy^*
and while many of our men were yet without a,rms in their hands. The
bi'avery ofour troops on this occasion, and the intrepidity and generalship

oftheir commanders, have gained them laurels of a long standing, and per*

haps no one's death in that battle has been more justly lamented than that

rfCol. Owen of Shelby, and Col. Davies of Lexington, R. the latter not

ra.or«t brilliant for his taleats at the bar, than for his bravery in the field.

This engagement, now known by the name of the Tippacanoe Battle^

twk place at 4 o'clock on the morning of the 7th''Nov. 1811. The Ame-
rican troops were ahout 809 in number, their killed and wounded about

160. The number of the Indians were about TOO, killed and wounded
not knoAvn.

In 179 i Vincennes had about 1500 souls, principally French. It has
less Jit this time. The fort stands on the same side of the river with th(»

town, and generally has a major's command. It possesses 4 small brass

pieces, beside other ordnance. Fort Harrison is about 60 miles above
Vincennes, built by governor Hamson during his expedition against the

Brophet's town, already mentioned. The United States have a tract of

* The Indians had prc«nised the preceding evening, that the next
morning they would send in a Avhite fla;^ to^governor Hnrrison te treat for
peace in consequence om* troops v, ere rather thrown off theii' guard, an4
the desperate attack was unexpected.
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Iland for a fort just belo-.v the Prophet's town, ^nd a little above fort Oi5-
iattiHon, and also at fort Wayne at the head of Little river, and about
260 miles N. E. by N. from V'ineennes. Fort Recovery is I '20 miles N.
E.from Vincennes, on and near the head of the Wabash, which passes
a few miles into the state of Ohio, and ends within about six miles of the
Big Miami. A rawge of high land begins betwt^en lakes Huron and Mi-
chigan, running nearly a S. W. coujse, crossing the upper part of the II-

hnoisterhtory diagonally, and ends at the Kaskaskia liver, opposite Ca-
h.okia, on the Missis^ppi, formitig a dividing ground between the waters
of the Illinois, and lake Michigan, from those of lake Erie and the Wa-
bash. The course of the Wabash is from S. W. tc a S; direction, though
generally very crooked, especially near its mouth.
The junction of the Wabash with the Ohio, fornis a handsome site for

a town, and tnough subject more or less to inuwiation in high floods, we
shoiUd notbe surprisefl that ere long, it beconies a pJace of business^,
crowded with houses, and with "the busy hum of men;" l^eveeing would
render it fi-ee from the waters, and perfcWly safe to the inhabitants. The
easy cou:.munication to tlie lakes, the vast' and fertile country it com-
mands, together with the advantages of the trade of the Ohio, all tend to
corroborate the opinion here suggested.

[u] Up the SaJiue river about 12 miles from the Ohio, are extensive
salt works jwssessed by the United States. leased out under such regula-
tions as to enable the lessees to sell the salt at the works for about 70
cenis per Ijuahei. The works yield about 150,000 bushels annually, and
it is thought, were they worked to the extent of their capacity, a'much
greater quantity could be produced—Major James Morrison and Mr-
Charles Wilkins of Lexington, and others, are the present lessees.

At, and in the neighborhood of these works, is to be found fragments
ofancient pottery of an uncommon large slzej !arge enough it is stated,

to fit the bulge of a ho^;shead, and thick in proportion. On Goose creek
in Kentucky, and in many other parts, in the neighborhood of salt springs
particularly, similar fragments of ware are found, which would induce
a belief that its makers used it to boil their salt in. This is by no means
iifxprobable, some pots of a similar composition but of a small kind for

cooking, are still found in use among many of the tribes of A.merican In-

dians, both northern and southern. The Chocktaws and Chickasaws
about Natchez, are frequently seen with pots of this composition, cany-
ing about with them frotn camp to camji, in which they boil their hom-
mony and other victuals. I procured a small pot of this kind fi-om the
Chocktaw Indians at Natchez, and by way of curiosity, when I returned
to Pennsylvania in the summer 1812, deposited it in Peale's museum in

Philailelphia, for the ins{)ectiou of the curious, and that it might be com-
pared with the manufacture of other nations in various parts of the world,
of which Mr. Peale has many sorts in wood, stone, and the kind here
spoken of When in Kentucky in the j-ear 1 810, 1 got a very ancient pot
of this ware,that had been found buried in the sand of a salt-petre cave

at the head of Licking river. It was of the same character in composi-
tion, shape and purpose, for which it had been ma<'e, viz. for the fire, as

that got ofthe Chocktaws at Natchez. It being very old and tender, the

compositioa. was easily seen by crumbling pieces of it between the fingers.

Pounded shellsj sand, and clay, appear to be the component parts of this

ware ; it does not seem as if it had been turned on a laithe, though nearly

as regular as if it had the advantage of that operation ; the manner of

burning it, I was told by a white woman in habits of intimacy MMth the

Chocktaws, is as follows: The pot when formed and sun-dried is put in



APPENDIX. -22^9

the centre of a ring of fire, at such a distance as at first to gently warm It

throughout, and as it gets able to bear more heat, the fire is moved iu

gradually to the centre, and iucreased, And when the pot is thought suf-

Hciently hot, it is theu covered over with embers, coals and fire, and so
coutinoed baking until fit for use, the length of time it takes to bujii be-
ing known only by experience, nnd is g*remed by the size and thickness
of the vessel. It may be asked where shells ai-e got by the Indians for

this manufacture : It is answered that vast banks ofoyster shells are found
in Georgia, many miles in length ; and also a bufik in the Mississippi ter-

ritory about 150 ra lies from Natchez, and which is crossed on the road
from that place to Naohville. 'I'he lengtii and breadth of this bank hasnot
j)ei'iiaps been ascertained, but it is evidently very extensive. Our rivers

all afford the muscle shell, and wltftJ was a little surprised at, a coHsid-

tJiable bed of shells was discoveied in digging a hole for a saw pit a few
years ago, at a boat yard at the mouth of Vix-ginia Short Ci-eek, on the
Ohio. Happening to stop at that pb»ce a few minutes in 1806, tliis bed
of shells.was thrown into my view accidently, and I picked up some of
.the pieces, to examine what kind they were, but coiUd scarcely deter-
mine, not having time to dig down among them, and those on the surface
-being finely brc^en to ])ie-oes. I rather concluded, "however, they were
of the oyster kind. It is possible they may be the muscle shell, collected
.perhaps by the Indians for the purpf>ce of making their ware.— 1 couUl
wishsome person Mouid take the trouble to stop at that place, examine
and determine this point, merely as it interests the natural histoiyof our
interesting country. If 1 mistake not, this bed of shells is just below a
house above the briiige across Shojt cr^^ek, and immediatelyonthe banlt
of the river, 8 miles above Wheeling. Even admitting tJie natives had
no shells, there are kinds oflimci;tone, burnt to a certain degi-ee, aikl

pounded, wiiich wouki answer, most probably, lor the -manufacture of
tliis Indian ware. Fragments of this ware is found in all parts of the Uni-
ted States. I recollect when a boy in Xew Jersey, of.pi^king up jjieces of
-it in old fields, together with arrow jHiints, &c.'and was tJien told they
were^made by the Welsh. Whether this ware is to be put to the account
and genius of the peojde who originated artd left forwjur admii-ation tiitS

.remains of their fortifications, mounds, Jtec. or whetlier confined in its

origin totiie present aborigines of America, is a question yet to be solved
by philosophers and antifjuarians. The latter may have stolen the art
fi*om the former, or it may have been brought into existence by them
fi'om pure necessity. For it is higldy presumable the first were a diffe-

rent people from the present, in manners, customs, and in the know-
ledge of arts, sciences,, kc. 'and not uiilikely, made totallv extinct, by
some law or i-ule of nature with wliich we are unacquainted, long before
the present race of natives hwd a footing in the land, some, though wefl
known for the correct manner in wjilch they keep the records oftlieir

own nations for generations and even-centui-ies, yet have no tradition by
vvhich they can inform IK of the people whose anciejit and very curious
jemajns are discovered in all parts of the United States, and who most
.probably, were more numeroiis than tl^>e whole of their present- popula-
tion, including savage and civilized The«e,

. however, are speculations,
whose triiths may be bettei- known a century hence than atpresent. That
which throws a shade on one t,i<le of the picture, time, may cast light on
the other.

i
I havehe.'^rd of the wai-e oa Goose creek. spoken of thrwigh several

ciiannels. A gentleman of Chilicothe assured me that th^'e had been
jane large kettle found entire, en that creek, and which was dug up from
^der tijke roots ofa large treelaat had fallen hy the wind. An<l that it
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Xi-as not unoomniou to find them innambeis, when <liggutg t'ui- salt Jtt that

place The circumstance of their being found entire under giound, and

lai'ge trees gwwingover them, is a mark of great antiquity, and ofeither

cunning or economy cf those wlio made use of them. Most vauquishetl

natioits either liide or desaoj what they are obliged to leave behiiul, and

it woald seem this had been sttictly performed with these immoveable
Indian salt ktttles, as they aie calle(!, not only the bettei- to deprive the

invading enemy the use of ttjose already made, but to keep them igno-

i-ant also of the method of making others.

[w] CUMBERLAXD, called by the Indians Slrawanee, and by the

French Shavoran, is a l:»vge win.lingi-iver, partly of'Kevitacky and part-

ly of Tennessee. It heads in the; Cuuiberhiiid mountains, not iar from the

head of Dick's river on the OK.eaaii<I, and Clinch and Powel's rivers on
the other, separated from the latter rivers by tlie Cumberland moun-
tains. It is navigable for lai-ge vessels to Nashviile, from thence for those

of a less size to Obed's river, and above this river for periogucs many
miles, being navigable without interruption for about 300 miles from the

Oiiio.

The first town as we necend the Cumberland, is Eddyville, about 4'*

miles from the Ohio. It is a post town of Kentucky, and is enlivene<i

with business by the industrious and enterinnsing talents of col. Malhew
Lyon, who has put into oparation a avooI and cotton carding machine, a

paper mill put into motion by oxen ; he has lately erected a distillery for

whiskey. Mr. Lyon built several United States' gunboats here, and is

constantly building barges and oiiier boats for the rivers. He has a b«rge

conducted by one of his snns, running up and down to NeM -"Orleans, car-

rying off the produce of that liver, and retui-ning with coffee, sugar,

;3ce, &c. &.C.

Palmira, a small village 50 miles above Eddyville, is situated on the

Cumberland liver in Montgomery county, Ken.

Ciarksville is situated at tlie f(rrk where red riverjoins the Cumberlaad,

a few miles above the line between Kentucky and Tennessee.

Nashville, ia handsomely situated on the south side of the river, about

190 miles by Avater, and l40 by land frora itsmoiitb, 200 from Lexing-

ton, and 180 v/est from Knoxville. The town stands on a higli cliff of

rocks, 200 feet above the level of the river, and commands a hne view

of a picturesque country around it. Nashville is in Meco di-strict, David-

eon county, was the seat of go'vernment for the stfite ofI'ennessee, and is

in a flourishing state ofimprovemeut. It has a res]icetable banking com-
paiiy ; a cotton manufactory by Geo. Poyzors, and Mr. Stump ami his fa-

mily have a)'ope walk,'a powder mill, and a cotton gin, all in handsome

operation. Wm. Carrol! i< Go. in connection with Mr. Cowan of Pitts-

burgh, ri8l03 have a nail rriimiifactoiy, and an ext<.'usive ironmongery

store. And the citizens generally aie turning their attention to the esta-

blishment of such manufactures as will tend to render them inde])endent

and happy, in spiteof wai-s, and the impudence, wicke<lness and aggres-

sions of foreign nations, either of the Englisli, French, Tartars, Moguls,

or any other party-colored race upon earth.

Nashville contains about 200 houses, some of which are large and ele-

gant bitildings of brick ; it has an academy, 2 churches, a court-house,

jail, kc. The town is said to take its name from general Francis Nash,

"who fell at the battle of (icrmantov/n, Oct. 4, 1777.

There is a line of barges constantly running from Nashville to New Or--

leaas, loaded dor/m with the rich produce of Tennessee, and up with at-
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gars, coffee, rice, liides, liquors, dry goods, &c. (j«ndueted principally

f>y Mr. Spriggs, a very active and industrious trader, and fi"ora long ha-

bit, among the most expert conductors of a barge of any |>ei'son on the riv-

GT. These add facility to trade and commeree, and give employment to

a number of active, hardy men. Boats ©onducted by the steam princi-

ple would most probably be more advantageous, and save an immense
manual labor. The day is not far distant, 1 hope, when the citizens of

Nashville will see a steam boat winding her course up the Cumberland,

in all the majesty and nobleness ofher internal and secreted power, with-

out the assistance of poles, oars or sails. It wants nothing to do this but

the spirit ofbeginning.

Nashville is in lat. 36^ 25??2. north, and notwithstanding the changeable

nature of the winter and spiing seasons, yet the citizens enjoy good health

generally, cheerful spirits and independent minds, wliich the inhabitants

of Tennessee possess to an eminent degree, being perhaps the best in-

gredients in this most precious of all earthly blessings. Two newspaper

establishments issuing weekly papers give cun-ency to nitelli^ence, and

create a love of inquiry, the basis of well informed miials.—bchools are

numerous and under good regulations, and the children shew an ai-dent

spirit of rivalship, a sure presage of their becoming zealous irl the pur-

suits of life, and valuable citizens. The spot where Nashville now
stands was settled by a party uader James Robertson, in the year

1780.

The Gany fork, which is near 100 yards wide at its mouth, and 120

miles above Nashville, Harpeth, Stone's, Obed's and Red rivei-s, are

-branches of the Cumberland; some of these are navigable for small crafts

a considerable distance. There are a great number ofcreeks also, add-

ing their waters to the main stream, and which affoixl fine mill seat^

meadow and pasture grounds.

Cumberland mus nearly a W. direction through Lincoln county, as far

as Price's settlement ; then S. W. to the line, passing it into I'ennessee,

it makes a bend enclosing Summer county, and again touches the line ;

thence S. W. to Nashville, thence N. W. to Clarksnlle, where it again

winds S. W. to Well's creek, theiace N. W. by N. to the line between
Kentucky and Tennessee, making nearly a half circle from where it

touches the line at the western part of Summer, enclosing in this great

southern bend Davidson and Tennessee counties. Ft-om the line at Mar-
tin's creek, it runs N. W. thence W in which last direction it eaters the
Ohio, where it is about 250 yards broad, in lat. 36° 56m. north.

Cotton, Indigo, corn, whiskey, hogs, horses, cattle, flour, gunpowder,
salt-petre, poultry, bacon, lard, butter, apples, pork coarse linen, &c.
are the articles which generally constitute the loading of a boat coming
out of the Cumberland river, and wiiich are fi-eqoently shipped in boats

so badly put togetlier, that it is a matter of surprise how half of them
ever get to market. I got caught in the ice opposte the mouth of Ten-
nessee in the winter of 1811, (Febiniary) where liappened to be 1 6 boats
from Tennessee, three of which were sunk and lost, tno stove and sunk,
but got afloat again and repaired, five their sides drove in, but repaired be-
fore sunk, and the remainder scarcely escaped from the general wreck.
To be sure, of all enemies we meet with on the Ohio, the ice is the most
fonmidable and dangerous, but I am of opinion tla-ee-fourthfi of the acci-

dents and misfortunes that happen on that piver and the Mississippi, arise

from the careless manner of building the common fiat boats, sometimes
ftx>ra a bad knotty or rotten plank in tlie bottom, a weak gunnel of ten-
der wood, or the want of substance and strength in the two or three fii'St

planks from the gnnnel —It is exactly with this business as with eve-
ry tiling eke man has any thing to do' with, he will not do better uhtilw



243 APPENDIX.

sad experience coinpels hiin. After loosing- half a dozen boats and their

eargoes, he returns home with the determination to examine every plank

in tlie next, and see to the building; them himself, for after getting so

severely whipped, like a child at sehool, he resolves on paying more
attention to his task in future.

fa:] THE Ter.nessee, (called also the Cherokee river, from a tribe

of Indians of that name having towns and much land on it) is a long,

ci-ooked, uiid a very important water of Tennessee state. It has been na-

vigated 9(J0 miles from its mouth. l"he jNluscle Shoals begin 25U miles

from the Ohio, and here the river widens from 4(I0 yai-ds, its general

width, to between two and three miles, and continues this breadth for

30 miles, the length of the Musei« Shoals. Here the channel is obstructed

with a number of islands, formed by trees and th ift wootl lodged here by

the Hoods oitlie river. In passing these islands, the middle of the widest

intei'midiate water is to be navii^ated, as there it is tht deepest From the

Ohio to the Muscle Shoals the current is moderate, and high and low-

lands are rich, bearing oaks, walnut, sugar trees, hickory, &c. About
1 80 miles above the Shoals, is the whirl or suck ; here for three miles

the river is confmed to GO yards in breadth, by the Cumberland mountsin,

througli one of w liose most south<n'ly ridges it has broken^ and now rush"

esin its narrow bomidai-y with great velocity. Boats ascend it, however,
by towing or cordelling. 'l-hirty miles above the Whii'l, is the Shallow

Ford, where the ri^er widens to the breadth of 1200 yards. About 100
miles above the Suck, is the Highwasee river, a S. E. branch, on wliich

are vast bodies of line ricli land ; above it the country is much broken in-

to pine ridges, &c. 50 miles farther wp is Clinch river, a N. E. branch,

150 yards wi«le at its mouth. From Chnch to the Tennessee river it is 20
miles; it comes in from the S. E. and is 250 yards wide at its mouth On
this river are the Ctiata, Talasee, and Chilhowee towns of the (^herokee .

and Over-hill Cherokee ludinns. The French Broad is 50 jniies above the

Tennessee, which, with the latter, are much interrnpied in their navi-

gation by rocks. Long Island, whicli is three miles in length, is 130 miles

above the French Broad ; from thence to the soui-ce of the Cherokee
river, now called Holston, is 60 miles, too rocky to be navigate<l.

The highest point of navigation upon this river is the Tellio blockhouse,

now cnlle^l South West Point, at the fork formed by the jimction «f
Clinch with the Tenmssee, 900 miles, taking its meanderings, from Its

moutli.

K7ioxville is the principal town on this river, it was established by
William Rlo-ant, the first gavcrnor, and wr.s for several yeai-s the seat.

of gfivernment for the state of Tennessee. It is situated on a handsome
spot of ground fbout 15 miles below the junction of the Holston and the

French Broad, and 35 above South-West Point, in lat 35° 55m north.

This pait of the state is called East Tennessee, divided from West Teri-

nessee by the Cumberland xnonntains. 30 miles broad. The town has

barracks for 7<'>0 men, and a college cniled, Bloimt college, established

fcv the government of the state. Kncxville is about 183 Uiiles east fi-om

Nashville : 200 S. E. bv S. from Frankfort ; 485 W. by S. ofRichmond;
728 S.Avesterlv of Philadelpiiia, and is the capital of Ivuox county.

At the be«d of Lookout Mountain creek, below the Big Suck, is a Che-
rokee town ; Nicknjack town is 30 or ^•O miles below it on the Tennes-
see ; Crowtown 20 miles further down ; all on the south side ofthe ri-

ver : Creeks' Ciosslng place is 1 5 miles still lower down.

Elk river comes in from the north near the U|)per end of the Muscle
Siioals ; a fort was established on this river ;ihout25 years ago, a few miles

above its mouth. Duck river is a considerable branch, entering from tlie
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north side, about 130 miles below the Muscle Shoals, and 120 from the
Ohio.

Torabigbee or Mobile river, heads within a few miles of the Occachap-
po river, a soutli branch of the Tennessee, entering a few miles below
tlie Muscle Shoals. The Coosee and Talapoosee rivers, bimnches of the

Alabama, itself a pai-t of the Mobile river, bead within a few miles of

Crowtown on the Teanessee, and not far from the head waters of High-
wasee river, a considerable branch of tbe Tennessee. From the easy

communication which can be had from tliat part ofTennessee above the

Muscle Siioals, by way of these last mentioned branches of the Mojjile

river, to the Guff of Mexico, and thence to any part of the world, it is

not unlikely that the whole of the trade of that country may take this

route in a few years in preference to the one by way cf the Ohio and
Mississippi, in which case a distance of not less than from 800 or 1000=-

miles would be saved in going to market, and probably a road less peri-

lous than is the present. In a direct line from the town of Mobile on Mo-
bile bay, to the Creeks' Crossing Place on the Tennesssee, it is not more
than 240 miles; from the same point on tlie Tennessee to New Orle-

ans by the present water i-oute it is 1.S85 miles. From tlie Ci eeks' Cros-

sing Place to a navigable part of the Coosee river, it is about 50 miles by
land ; and from the head of the Muscle S;»oals to a navigable p:u-t of the

Mobile river, it is about 70 miles, over both of v;hich portages a good
wagon i»oad can be made with ease.

Nature herself seems to have formed the great south bend ofthe Ten-
nessee in a direction best calculated for a st)ort and easy communication
to tlie Ocean by way of tliese waters, and if the people do not take ad-

vantage of her kind contrivances, they have nobody to blame but them-
selves. Commerce, however, finds its own level, makes its own roads,

and wants nothing but time to mature system and open communications,

which at present seem filled with insurmountable difficulties. Our conn-

try is so vast in its extent, possessing innumerable water courses peculiar-

ly adapted to the easy communication of one place with another ; a soil

abundantly ^jrolific of every thing that nature and art can produce, or the

sharpened appetite of man desire ; its bowels stored with mines of all the

metals and earths necessary for either a simple or arefin/d state of socie-

ty, either for a peaceful or a waiTing nation—Such aj-e the resources that

Americans have within the boundaries of their own countiy, and which
Providence has blessed them with as a people, she seems to have set apart
to enjoy that natural an^l individual happiness, beyond every other part of

the globe. So numerous, I say are our resources, and so rapidly do they
thi'ow themselves into our view, that commerce, or even speculation it-

self, are scarcely able to keep pace with them, or know which to make
use of first.

The Tennessee, heading in the Cumberland mountains, rims nearly

W. S. W. to the mouth of Clinch ; Thence S. W. to tbe Creeks' Crossing
Place, a short N. W. bend below the Suck excepted ; thence it winrb
north westerly to the mouth of Occachappo river ; tfcence nearly due
,north to within 40 miles of its mouth ; thence north westerly to the Ohio,
which it enters with a mouth nearly 600 yards broad, in lat. 37^ 11m.
north. The source of the Tetmessee is about the same Y)arenel of lati-

tude with its mouth, while the most southerly jioint of the Great Bend is

in the latitude of 34° 18?n. making a bend of -2.° S%m. or '73 miles south

of an E. & W. line drawn from the source to the mouth of the river.

While tlie Tennessee and its numerous branches furnish a variety of

fine fish, its bosxiei's are not less prolific in the cackling turkey, the leap-

ing deer, the surly bear, flie drumming pheasant, and the whistling quail
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or partridge, all of whose flesh is as common on the table of a 'Fennes-
seean, as a potato to an Irishman, a herring to a Scotchman, pudding to

an Enijlishman, soup-raagre to a Frenchman, or rice and gumbo tea
, Mississippi creole. The hills abound with the most luxuriant growth of
all the various kinds of timber, among which is the heavenly sagar ti-ee

in abundance, while the bottoms produce the cane, pea and grape-vines,.

Virginia and seneca snake roots, ginseng, angelica, spice wood, plum.
Crab apple, sweet anise, ginger, spikenard, wild hops—the glades pro-
tluce wild rye, clover, buffaio clover, strawben-ies and grape vines. I'he
mountains possess mines of lead, iron, and the Indians-say, silver. Caves
of salt-petre are numerous, as are salt springs, coal and sulphur have also

been discovered. From these manifold blessings, with a most healthful'

and inrigorating qlimate, what can prevent the Tennesseeans from be-
coming a nobfe, a generous, a stout and a hardy race of men, willing to
enjoy the libei'ty they happily possess, and ready at a moment's warning
to defend it witli their life, whenever invaded eitber by a foreign or (lo«-

mestic enemy.

[^y"] THE Illinois is a most valuable river of the Illinois territoiy ; It

winds through a finely variegated and fertile counti-y, about 450 miles',

S W. generally, receiving as tributaries many large and small streams,
all uniting their waters to the Illinois, and it to the Mississippi, 18 miles
above the mouth ofthe Missouri, and 33 abovt^ St Louis,

The best account I can find of the Illinois is in the Journal of a Mr.
Patrick Kennedy, who undertook an expedition up this river with several'

coureurs de bois, in the year 1773, from Kaskaskia village, in search-

oi a cojiper mioe. What follows is principally taken from his Journal,

during the voyage, which terminated without a discovery of their ob?
j-cl.

About 18 nllesup the Illinois, on the eastern side, is a river called by
the natives Macepin or White Potato river ; it is ^iO yards Avide and na-

vigable to the bills,* nine miles distant. The shore is low on both sides

—land vreW timbered, with njae meadows a little distance from the river,

the banks of which do not crumble away as those of the Mississippi. Be=
tween this and the mouth of the Illinois there are a number of islands;

some from 9 to 12 miles in length and three in breadth.

Piorias wiiitering ground is about 48 miles from the Mississippi; here
is a meadow on the eastei-n side, a quarter of a mile from the river, ma-
tiv miles long and six broad, in which are several small lakes communica-
ting with each other and with the Illinois. The timber very tall oaks.

There are a number of beautiful islands in this part of the river, which,

is generally 400 yards broad.

The Pierre islan<I is some distance above the Pioi'ias winter ground,

near which, from a hill on the western side, the Indians procure a fleche

or arrow-stone, with which they make their gun flints and point their ar-

rows. Haifa league above this island the meadows border on the river,

and continue several miles—Banksof the river high—water clear—white

marl and sand at the bottom—land rich, well watered with small rivu-

lets.

Mine river comes in from N. W. side, 120 miles from the Mississippi

;

it is a very rapid river, has a sandy bottom, green in some places and

* This is a chain of rocks and high hills which begin at the Piasas, a-

bout three miles above the Missouri, extend to the mouth of the Illinois,

and continue on the south-eastei'n side of that river in an east-north-east

course, up to the old Pioria fort, where they terminate on t-be eastern

side of Illinois lake.
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red in others, and is 50 yards wide at its moath. Land low on both sides
of the Illinois, but rises gradually; the prairies on the eastern side are
20 miles wide, are good for tillage or grazing, and finely watered with
springs.—The Mine river is said to have an aluni hill on it, and is thouglrt
to be the nearest route to the copper mine.
The river Sagamond, 135 miles from the Mississippi, is navigable for

canoes 180 miles, and is lOOyaixls wide at its mouth.
The river Demi-Quian, 30 miles above Sagamond river, comes in from

the western side, it is navigable 120 miles, and is 50 yards wide at its

mouth. Here is a large savanna, called the Demi-Quian swamp. I'he
meadows here extend further than the e}'e can reach, affording a delight-
ful prospect—^land on the eastern side high and thinly timbered.

Lake Demi-Quian is 200 yai-ds west and 6 miles above the river of tlie

same name, and 171 from the Mississippi; it is circular, six niLles across,
and discharges itself by a passage four feet deep, into the llliuois—prai-
ries or meadows increase in then* extent. Thf general coarse of the Il-

linois varies very little, rather inclining to the eastward.
A few miles above Demi-Quian lake, the Sesenii-Qnian river comes in

from the western side, it is 40 yards broad and navigable 60 miles. Nine
miles fuilher up is the river De la March, on tiie western side also ; it is

30 yards wide and navigable only 9 or 10 miles, but is a handsomer river

than the Scsemi-Quian. Here the land begins to rise gradually on the
western bank.

The river Michilimackinac, comes in on the south-eastern side, above
the two just mentioned, and 195 miles from the Mississippi; it is na\'iga-

ble 90 miles, 50 yards wide, and has at its mouth 30 or 40 small islands,

which at a distance look like a small village. Some distance up this ri-

ver is a coal mine, on the banks are red and white cedai', pine, maple,
walnut, &C.

Old Pioria fort and village is on the westei-n shore of the Illinois, and
at the southern end of Illinois lake, which is 19^ miles in length and three
in breadth ; this lake has no rocks, shoals or perceivable cuirent. The
summit on which the fort stood, commands a fine prospect ofthe countiy
to the eastward, and up the lake to the point where the river comes in

at the noi'th end ; to the westward ai'e large meadows Here are plen-

ty of chern', plum, and other fruit trees. The l^ke is weU stored with
fish, the sturgeon and picannau. On the eastern side of this lake, about
the middle of it, the chain of rocks that extend from the back of llas-

kaskia to Caliokia, thence to Piasa and the mouth of Illinois river, See.

terminate. The Illinois lake is 210 miles from the Mis-sissippi. A^t the
time of Mr Kennedy's visit, the stockades of the f^wt had been destroy-
edby fire, but the houses w; re standing.

About 30 miles above Pioria foi't, is Crow-meadow river, on the east-

em side ; on the west side are the meadows just mentioned. This river

is 29 yards wide, and navigable 15 or 18 miles, and is 24€' miles frora the
Mississippi. The land on both sides of the Illinois for 20 or 30 miles a-

boye the lake. Is generally low and full oi^ swnmi'S, soiiie for a mile wide,
boi«dered with fine meadows, and in some places the higii land comes to
the river in points, or narrow necks.

Fifteen miles fui'ther up is the Rivierre de Lisle de Pluge, orntiny is>

land river, on the south east side ; it is navigable 9 miles to the rocks,

15 yards wide and 255 miles from tlie Mississippi. Grass fine, thick

and tall ; tinaber birch, button and pecan—river sliallow and tlifticult of
ascent.

Vermillion river is 12 miles further up, it is rocky and not navigable,

SO yards wide. Amile abore the Vermillion are the Little Rocks,^r—

W 2
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Here the party tonk laud and ascended to the Forks, 61 mUes above tke-

Vermillion liver and HS from the Mississippi.

About five miles above the Vermillion river, is a coa! mine en the

north-western side of the Illinois, for half a mile along the hank, whicli is-

high. On the eastern side half a mile from the river and the same dis-

tance below the coal mine, are two salt ponds, 100 yards in circvtmfer-

ence ; the water is of a yellowish color ; hut the Fr.Micli and natives

make good salt from it; it is Salter than tlie saline near St. Gene-
vieve.

It is hereabout the French settlers used to cut the mill stones ; on the

high lands there is abundance of red and white cedar, pine trees, he.

For forty-five miles above the Vermillion river, the Illinois has a rapid

current
The Fox river is about 30 mile above the Vermillion river, which

comes in on the western side ; it is -25 yards m ide and has five feet water

in low times ; itiias many serpentine windings through extensive mead-
ows or praines.

Mr. Kennedy and his party returned to his boats at the Little Rocks a

mile above Vermillion river, and in his descent attempted to ascend the

Mine I'iver, which was too low for navigation, and finding it impossible to

penetrate the eonntry to tJie copper mine, on account of the rocky o»

aand mountains, weeds, briars, &e. he concluded to give up the search,

and descended the river to Kaskaskia village again, which he accomplish-

ed by the 20th August following, having been gone one month and three

days.

From the Forks, the Kickapoo river, a principal head branch of the 1!=

linois, winds to the north-Avestward, and in about 80 or 90 miles, taking

its courses, it passes -within four miles ofa navigable branch of the Chica- ,

so rivei', which enters at the west side of the liead of lake Michigan,

close by the United States' fort Cliicago; between these two branches

iS a portage of 4 miles, making a water communication, with this trifling

exception, from the Mississippi to Michigan, tlience down the lakes,

having but 10 miles land carriage around the fi^Us of Niagara, to the

mouth of the St. Lawrence ; orto the city ofNew York, hy way of Os\ve°

"O river and lake, into Wood creek, from which there is a canal of for.r

miles into the Mohawk river, which is made navigable with several leeks

to Schent ctada, from wlience there is 16 miles (and le.ssby way of the

Cohoo falls,) of a land carriage to the city of Albany on the Hudson or-

JCorth rivej-, thence to New-York IfiO miles, the Hudson affords the finest,

schooner navigation in the world. By this extrao<-diiiary route from New
York to. New Orleans, there is afforded the most sbigular and interesting

natural inland navigation, if not the greatest in the universe.

From the Forks, the Illinois river runs nearly a N. E: direction, mak-
ing a bend wliich comes within ^ur or five miles of San Josef river,

which empties into the east side of lake Michigan at its head. There is-

another comvnnnicMtion from the Illinois to Miohigan by way of a small

Jake on the Kick;-,>oo branch to the Kennonimie river, which enters lake

Michigan at its extreme southern point; by this route there isalsoa por~

t^ge o' thive oi four miles.

The United States' fort Chicago^ at the mo»ith of Chicago river, and

on the bank of lake Michigan, was abandoned by the troops, with seve-

ral famiri'^<; who had fl<^d to it tw refuge, a^^utthe time general Hull sur-

rendered Detroit and the .A meriftan- ti'oojjs under his command, to the

British troops commanded bV general Bi'ock,. August 16, 1«12. The,-

flying partv from Chicago had been pronr;used protfction on their route to

Detroit bv some friendly Indians, Imt :ifter they had proceeded a f>w

roiles from tlie fort, the IndknSj.who had bee» laying in ambush, fell »2p-
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on ttem, tomahawked and scalped, man, woman and chiid, in the most
barbarous and brutal manner, with the exception ofone man and one wo-
man, whom they took prisoners ; the man made liis escape from them,
the woman I believe is still a prisoner. I saw the man who had providen-
tially escaped the tomidiawk from this treacherous party of Indians, at

the falls of Ohio, in November 1812 ; he was if I mistake not, a young- of-

ficer belonging to the gaiTison, active and hardy, and in his escape had
undergone deprivations little short of death. His account of the massa-
cre of his countrymen, particularly of the women and children, for bru-
tality and savage bflrbarity, could not be exceeded, and was executed by
them with a degree of refinement of cruelty, beyond the power of the
pen to describe, or tiie human mind to conceive.

[^a 2] FROM St. Louis to the mouth of the Missouri on the east, is

a rich sandy soil, timbered with button vvootl, ash, cottonwood, liackber-
IT, &c. The west side is highlands for a small distance above the town ;

then it is bordered by a small prairie, after which is bottom land with the
same timber as on the east. The current is rapid, and the navigation, im
low water, obsti'ucted by sand bars;

Immediately on the peninsula foi-med by the confluence of the rivers
Mississippi and Missouri is a small Kickapoo settlement^ occupied ih
su'.nmer only. On the west shore a rich prairie, with snxall skirts of
woods ; and on the east shore is generally high hills, from eighty to ona
hundred feet, extending to tlie mo«Jth of the Illinois. Tiie current of the
Mississippi above the enti'ance of the Missouri is quite mild, until you ar-
rive at the mouth ofthe Illinois ; where, owing to the large sand bars and
many islands, it is rendered extremely rapid. The Illinois riveris about
f6ur hundred and fifty yaj*ds v^^ide at its mouth, and bears fi-om the Mis-
sissippi N. 75" W. The cupent appears not to exceed two and a haff
miles per hour. Th'.' navigation and connf^cting streams of this river are
too well known to require a description at the present day. From the
Illinois to the Buffalo river the E. shore is hilly, but of easy ascent. Oh
the W. is continued the prairie, but not always bordering on the river,
rimber, on both aidesj generally hackberry, cotton wood," and ash. The
Buftalo river comes in on the \V. shore,' and appears to be about 100
yards wide at its mouth. It bears from the Mississippi S. 30" W. From
the Illinois to this river, the navigation is by no means difficult, and the
c irrent mild.

From thence to Salt river (or Oahahah) the east shore is either imme-
diately bounded by beautiful cedar cliffs, or the ridges may be seen at a
distance. On the W. shore thei-e is a rich low soil, and two small rivers
which increase the waters of the Mississippi. The first I called Bar riv-
er, about twenty yards in Avidth. The s- cond is about fifteen va>^,
Snlt river bears from the Mi-ssissippi X. 75*^ W. and is about 100 or
1 20 yards wide at its entrance, and, when I passed, appeared to be per-
fectly mild, with scarceh^ any curn?nt. \bout one day's sail up the riv-
er there ai*e salt springs, which have been worked for four years ; but I
am not informed as to their qualities or proiluetions. In this distance the
aavigation of the Mississippi is very much obstructed bv bars and islands

;

i ideed, to such a degree as to render it difficult to find (in manv places)
the proper channel. The shores are generally a snndy soil, timbered
•mih sugar maple, ash, pecan, locust, and biack Avalnut The E. side
has generallv the pFeierence as to situations for building. From this to
the river Jaustioni (whi^i is our boundaiy between the Sac nation and
the United States, on the west side of the Mississippi) we have the hiUs
OJi the W. shore, and low lands on the E. the latter of which are tim-
bered with hickory, oak, as^i, maple, pecan, &«. The former Oic saiae,
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with an increase of oak. The E. is a rich sandy soil, and has many very
eligible situations for cultivation. About seven miles below the Jaustioni

a Frenchman is settled on the W. shore. He is married to a woman of
the Sac nation, and lives by a little cultivation and the Indian trade. The
river before mentioned is about 30 yards wide at its meuth, and bears

from the Mississi^jpi about S. W. In this part of the river the narigation

is good.

From this to the Wyaconda river the navigation is easy, with very few
impediments ; and the soil on both sides pretty good. This river pays
its tribute to the Mississippi by a mouth i 00 yards -wide, and bears from
the latter nearly due W. Just below its entrance is a small stream 15

yards wide, which discharges itself into the Mississippi. Between this

river and the river de Moyen, there is one small river emptying itself in-

to the Mississippi, on the W. of about 55 yards in width, and bears S. by
W. The first part of the distance is obsti'ucted by islands, and the riv-

er expands itself to a great width, so as to render the navigation extreme-
ly difficult ; but the latter part affords more water, and is less difficult.

The timber is principally oak and i>ecan. The soil as the river below.

Above the rapid de Moyen, on the west bank of the Mississippi, is sit-

uated the first Sac village', consisting of 13 lodges; and immediately op-
posite is the establishment of Mr, EM'ing, the American agent at that

place. From whence to a large prairie on the E. side, on which is situa-

ted the second Sac rillage, the E. side of the river is beautiful land, but

principally praii*ie. T}\e W. is in some part high land, both sides tim-

bered with oak, ash, he. The navigation is by no means difficult. From
thence to the Iowa river the navigation is much obstructed with islands.

* The Iowa river bears from the Mississippi S. W. and is 150 yards wide

at its mouth. The E, shore of the Mississippi is liigh prairie, with yellow

Clay banks, and in some places red sand. On the W. shore is prau-ie al-

so, but bounded on the shore by skirts of woods. About 10 miles up the

Iowa river, on its right bank, is a villnge of the lowas.

From this place to Rock river,| we generally had beautiful prairies on
the \\^. but in some places very rich land with black walnut and hickoiy

timber. Stony river is a large rivev which empties into the Mississippi

on the E. shore, and is about 300 yards wide at its mouth. It bears from
the Mississippi almost dtie east. About three miks up this river, on

the S. bank, is situated the third town of the Sac nation, which (I was in-

formed by a Mr. James Aird) whs burnt in the )'ear 1781 or 2, by about
" 300 Americans, although the Indians had assembled 700 warriors to give

them battle.

A little above the rapids of Kock river,on the W. side of the Mississippi,

is situated the first Reynard village : it comists of about 18 lodges. From
this place to the lead mines the Mississijjpi evidently becomes narrower;

but the navigation is therebv rendered much less difficult. The shores

are generally prairie, which," if not immediately boi-dering on the river,

can be seen through the skirts of the forest which border the river. The
timber is generally maple, birch and oak, and the soil very excellent.

* In ascending Towa river SG miles you come to a fork, the right brarich

of which is called Red (Jedar river (from the quantity of that wood on its

banks,) which is navigablf for batteaux near three hundred miles, where
it branches out into three forks, called the Turkey's foot. Those forks,

shortly after lose themselves in Rice lakes.

t Rock river takes its source near Green bay of Lake Michigan more-

thanJtSO mdes from its mouth, and is navigable upwai'dsof three himdred.

'miles.

'
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To this plaee we had seen only a few turkies and deer, the latter o£

which ai-e pretty numerous from the river de Moyen up. From the lead

mines unto this river, the Mississippi continues about the same width ;

and the banks, soil and preductious are entirely similar. The Turkey

river empties in on the west, bears from the Mississippi about S. W. and

is about lUO vai-ds wide at its mouth. Haifa league up tliis river, on the

right bank is 'the third village ofthe Reynards, at which place they raise

sufficient com to supply all the permane'nt and transient inhabitants ofthe

Prairie des Chiens. From thence to the Ouiscousing, the high hills are

perceptible on both sides, but on the W. almost border the river, the

whole distanccv Ouiscousing at the entrance is nearly half a mile wide,

and bears from the Mississippi nearly N. E. *This river is the grand

* The voyage from Michilimackinac to the Pr^rie des Chiens, by ih&

Ouiscousing and Fox rivers is as follows : -viz.

The distance between Michilimackinac and the srttlement at the bot-

tom of Green bay is calculated to be 80 leagues. On leaving Michili-

mackinac there is a traverse of five miles t© point St. Ignace, which is the

enti-ance into Lake Micliigan. Four leagues from Michilimackinac is an

island of considerable extent, named St. Helens, and may be seen from

that place on a cleax' day. The shore from Michilimackinac to the Point

du Chene, which is a league distant from the island, is rocky ; and from

diis to the island of Epouvette,. which is a very small one, and stands near

the banks of the lake, is high and covered with pine—the soil very bar-

ren. From this island to the river Mino Cockien k five leagues. Tm o
small islands on the way, and a river where boats and canoes naay take

Shelter from a storm. The river Mino Cockien is large and deep, and
takes its rise near Lake Superior. From this to Shouchoir is 10 leagues;

The shore is dangerous, from the number of shoals that extend a great

way into the lake. This rock, called Shouchoir, is an^excellent harbor

for canoes, but its enti-ance, when the wind blows from the lake, is diffi.

cult J but when once in, canoes and bostsmay lay duringany storms with-

out unlading. A custom prevails here among the voyagers for eveiy

one to have his name carved on the rocks the first time he passes-, and
pay something to the canoe-men. From this to the rivier Manistique is S

leagues : it is a large river. The entrance is difficult, from a sand bank
at its mouth, and the waves are very high when the wind blows from the

lake. At certain seasons is found here sturgeon in great numbers. The
banks of this river ai-e high and sandy, covered with pine. It takes its

rise from a lai^e lake, and nearly communicates with Lake Superior.

From this to the Detouc is ten leagues. The shore is rocky, flat and
dangerous. Here begins the traverse at the mouth of Green bay. The
first island is distant from the main land about a league, and is called Isle

au Detour, and is at least three leagues in ciicumfi. i-ence. There are
gener ally a few Santeaux lod:^es of Indians on this island during the s m-
JBer months. From th^ to Isle Brule is three leagues. There are two
sm-^ll islands from these to Isle Veite, and two leagues to Isle de Pou, call-

ed so from the Poutowatoraies having once a rillage here, but now aban-
doned. In the months of May and June there is a fishery of trout, and
tiiey are taken in great quantities by trolling. And there are also white
fish in vast numbers. The ship channel is between this island and Isle

Verte. From thence to Petit D'Etroit to the main land is three league^
where some lodges of Ottowns and Santeaux raise small quantities of
corn : but their subsistence during the summer months, chiefly depends
upon the quantity of sturgeon and olher fish, with which the "lake here
abounds. From Petit D'Etroit to tlie main land is three leagues, and is

called the Port de Mort, from a number of Reynard eauoes having been
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source of communication between the lakes and the Missis^ppi, andthe
route by which all traders of Michiliniackinac convey their goods for the

trade oftlie Mississippi, fiom St. l^ouis to the river de Corbeau, and the

vrecked at this place, where eveiy one perished. The shore is bold and
rocky. Fiom this is four leagues to the Jale Racro, which is a safe har-

bor, inaccessible to ail winds. Prom this to Sturgeon bay is 8 leagues.

The sliore is bold and rocky, and several Itrge islands lie a few miles dis-

tant. A i(.v.v Santeaux families raise corn here and reside during the

summer season Trout and sturgeon are here in great numbers. Stur-

geon's bay is two miles across and alxnit four leagues in length, and com-
municates by a portage with Lake Michigan, near Michilimackinac^

Distant from the lake about two leagues is tlie Isle Vermillion. Here
was a few years ago, a number of Fols Avoin inhabitants, who were ac-

customed to raise corn ; but from what reasons they liave Kft this place

I cannot karn. From this is thh teen leagues to the entrance of the Fox
river. On leaving Isle Vermillion, the wo'xls and general appearance of

tl>e country begin to change, aad have a very difleient aspect fjjom the

more northern parts of this lake. A small river called Riviere Rouge
falls into the lake about halfway betw.en Isle VeriniUion arid La Baye.

On approaching La Haye, the water of the latter assumes a whiter ap-

pearance and becomes less deep. A channel which winds a good deal

may be found for vessels of 50 and 60 tons burden ; and loaded vessels of

these dimensions have gone up the Fox liver to the French settlements-,

opposite to which is the Fols Avoin village, which consists of 10 or 12

bark lodges. A gre it number of Santeaux, and son^e Ottowas, come here

in the spring and fall. Three leagues from La Baye is a small village of

he same nation, and another three leagues higher at the portage of Ka-
kalin. This portage is a mile long—the ground even and rocky. There
is a fall of about ten feet, which obstructs the navigation for three leagues

iiigher, and almost continual rapids until the fsdl of Grand Konimee, a-

bout five feet high, above this, the river opens into a small lake, at the end

of which is a strong rapid, called Puant's rapid, which issues from a lake

of that name. Tliis lake is ten leagues long, and from two to three wide.

At its etitranc3 is the first Puant vi lage, often or twelve lodges. At the

upper eitd of the lake is another Fuant village, of about the snm.e num-
ber of lodges, and at this end is a small i-iver, which, with the interval of

a few portages, communicates with Rock river. About midway bf^tween

the two Puant villages is a Fols Avoin village, on the south side of the

lake of 50 or 60 men. Five leagues from the entr.ince of the lake, on

the north side, the Fox river falls in, and is about 200 yf;rds wide. As-

cending two leagues higher, is a small Fois \voin village, where is a lake

of more than two leagues long ; and about a league above this lake the

river de I^^up joins the Fox river, near a hill called Butde mort. where

the Fox nation were nearly exterminated by the Frencii and confederate

Indians. The rivers and lakes are, at certain seasons, full of wild ricQ.

The cotuitry on the borders of this river is finely diversified Avith woods

and prairies' Any quantity of hay may be made, and is as fine a coun-

try for raising stock as any in the same latitude tiirough all America.

From the But de Mort to the Lac a Puckway is 28 leagues. Here is a-

nother Puant village of 7 or 8 large lodges. This lake is three leagues

long : four U;agues above it Lac de Boeuf begins, which is also fwr leagu*"

long, and is full of wild rice, and a great niany fowls in their season.

From Lac de Boeuf to the forks, which is five leagues from the portage

of Ouiscousing, and ten leagues above the foHcs, is a very small lake, call-

,jd Lac Vaseiix, and is so choked with wild rice as to render it almost im-

passible. The river, alUiough \qv\ viuding, becomes liore more and
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confluent sti-e:ui".s which ure iu tliose boundaiies. *The -Village of the

Prairie des Chiens is faituutcd about one league above the mouth of the

Ouiscousing river. Ob the east bauk of the river there is a small

pond or marsh ^^hich rvius puj-aliel to the river in the rear of the

town, which in front oi the marsh, consists of 18 dwelling houses, iu two
streets ; 16 in Front-street, nnd 2 in l-irst-sti'cct. In the rear of the pond
are 8 dwel hug houses; part of the htuses are framed, and in place of

weather]>oai-ding, there aie small logs let into niortises made in the up-

riglits, joined, close, daubed on the outride witli clay, and handsomely

white-washed within. The in.side funiiture of their houses is decent, an-l

indeed, in these of the jnost weiUthy, displays a degree of elegance and
taste.

There arc eight houses ^".ttered round tiie coimtry, at the (Hstance of

one, two, and five miles : also on the W. side of the Mississippi, thi*fce

houses, situated on a small sti-eam called the Giard's river, maki-g, in

the village and vicinity, 37 houses which it will not be too much to calcu-

late at 10 pei-sons each, the population would be 370 souls; but this cal-

culation will not answer for the spring or autumn, as there are tlien, at

least 5 or GOO white persons. This is owing to the concourse of traders

and their engagees h-orn MichiUmuckinac and other parts, ^^ho make this

^lieir last stage, previous to their launching into the savage wilderness.

They again meet here iu the spring, on thnir return from their winter-

iug grounds, accompanied by 3 or 400 Indian s, when they hold nj'air: the

more serpentine on approaching the i^rtage, and the river uaiTOws so

much as almost to prevent the ase of o:u-s. The length of the portage

to tl-.e Ouiscousing is two miles, and wlien the Avaters are high, canoes and
boats loaded pass over. Here the waters at that time separate, the one
pail going to the gulph of Me.\icu, and ilie other to that of St. Lawrence.
In wet seasons the portage road isveiy bad, the soil being of a swampy
nature. There is for nea;ly halfway a kind ot nrttural canal, which is

sometimes used, and 1 think a cimal betv/eeatlie two rivers might be easily

cut. The expense at present attending the trarisport is one-third of a dollar

per hundred v*eiglit; for a cj^aoe 5 dollars, and for a boat 8 doll;u-.s, but
this is not cash, but in goods, at the rate of '2(.)0 per cent, on the sterling.

There are at present two white men, \vliohave establishments there ; but
they are much incojnmoded by the Puants of the Rock nver, who are
trwiblesome visitors. The Ouiscousing is a large river, its bottom sandv,
full of islands and sand-bai-s during the summer season. The navigation.

is difficult even for canoes, owing to the low\iess of the water. From the
portage to itr, coufiueuce with the .Mississippi is 60 leagues. The Saques
an<1 Reyiiaixls foi-merly lived on its banks, but were di'ove oft' by the Sau-
teaux. They were accustomt d to raise a great deal of corn and beans,
the soil beiug excellent. Opposite to the Detour de Pin, half way from
the Portage on t'tie south side, are lead mines, said to be the best, in any
Y^art of the country, and may be wrought with great ease. Boats of more
than four tons are improper for the communication between tlie Missis-
Bjppiand Michiiimaekinac. \^I)ickinson.'\

* The present viHage of the Pr.'^irie des Chiens, was first settled in the
tj^ear 1783, and tlie first settlers were Mr. (liard, Mr. Antaya, and Mr.
Dulioque. The old vilbge is about a mile below the present one, and
had existed during the time the French were possessed of the couutiy.
It derives its name from a family of Reynatds \y\io formerly lived tliere,

(] ' tlnguished by the sppellation of Dogs The present village was settled
under the Englisli go^-emment, Mifithe giwmd was purchased ti-om the
Rejoard Jndiaus.
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one disposes of remnants of goods, and the others reserved peltries. It is

astonishing there are not more murders and affrays at this place, as there
mtcJts such an heterogeneous mass to trade; the use of spirituous liquors

being in no manner restricted, but since the American government has
become known, such accidents are much less frequent than fermerly.
The prairie on which ihe viliai;,e is situated is bounded in the rear by high
bald hills. It is from one mile to three quarters of a mile from the t-iv-

er, and extends about eight miles fi'om the Mississippi, to where it sU'ikes

the Ouiscousing at the Petit Grey, which bears from the village S. E.
by E.

If the marsh before spoken of was drained (which might be easily

done,) I am of the opinion it would render the situation of the prsdrie

healthy, which now subjects its inhabitants to intermittent fevers in the
spring and autumn.
There are a few gentlemen residing at the Praiine des Chiens, and

many others clainiing that appellation ; but the rivalship of the Indian

trade, occasions them to be guilty of acts at their wintering grounds,

which they would blush to be thought guilty of in the civilized world.

They possess the spirit of generosity and hospitality in an eminent de-

gree; but this is the leading feature in the character of the frontier in-

kabitants. Their mode of living had obliged them to have transient con-

nection with the Indian wonven ; and what was at fivat policy, is now so

confirmed by habit and incliiuition, that it is be<iome (with a few excep-

tions) the ruling practice of all the traders ; and, in fact, almost one
half of the inhabitants under -20 years, have the blood of the aborigines

in their veins. From the vilUige to Lake Pepin we^have on the W shore,

first. Yellow river, of ubout 'iO yards Avide, bearing from the JMississrp-

pi nearly due W. second, the Iowa river, about 100 yards wide, bear-

ing from the Mississippi about N. W. thii'd, the Racine river, about '^O

yards M^ide, bearing fi-om the Mississippi nearly W. and navigable for ca-

noes 60 miles ; fourth, the rivers Embarra and Lean Claire, which join

theii" waters just as they form a confluence with the Mississippi, and are

about 60 yards wide, and bear nearly S. W.
On the E. shore, in the same distance, is the river de la Prairie la

Cross, which empties into the Mississippi, at the liead of the prairie qf

that name. It is about twenty yards wide, and bears N. N. W.
We then meet with the Black river, a very considerable sti'eam about

200 yards wide at its mouth, on which the traders frequently winter

with the Ptuxnts and FoJs Avoins. Next pass the river of the J\lon~

tai'^iie gid Tmmpes dansVEau, a small stream in the rear of the hill

of that name ; and then \ve find the Riviere au Boeuf, of about 20 yards

wide, bearing N. by W. and, at the entrance of Lake Pepin, on thefl.

shore joins the Santeaux river, which is at least halfa mile wide, and ap-

peal's to be a deep and majestic stream. It bears from the Mississippi

nearly due N This river is in size and course (some distance up) scarce-

\y to be distinguished from the Ouiscousing, and has a communication

virith the Montreal river by a short portag-e, and by this river with Lake

Superior. The agents of the N. W. company supply the Fols Avoiu

Santeaux, who reside at the head of this river, and those ofM ichilimack-

iiiac, the Sioux, who hunt on its lower waters.

In this division ofthe Mississippi the shores are more than three-fourths

pi-airie on both sides, or, more properly speaking, bald hills, which, in-

stead of running parallel with the river, form a continual succession of

high perpendicular cliffs and low vallies : they appear to head on the ri-

ver, and to traverse the eountry in an angular direction. Those hills and

valUcs give rise to some of the most sublime and romantic views I ever

saw. But this irregular scenery is sometimes interrupted by a wide. ex-
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tended plain, whieh brings to mind the verdant lawn of civilized life,

and would almost induce the traveller to imagine himself in the cen-

tre of a highly cultivated plantation. The timber of this division is

geherally birch, elm and cottonwood, all the cliffs being bordered by
cedar.

The navigation unto the Iowa river is good ; but from thence to the

Santeaux river is very much obstructed by islands ; and in some places

the Mississippi is uncommonly wide, and divided into many small chan-

nels, wliich, from the cliffs, ajjpear like so many distinct rivers, wind-

ing in a parallel course through the same immense valley. But there

are few sand bars in those narrow channels : the soil being rich, the v/a-

ter cuts throuti.h it with facility.

La Montaigne qui Trompe dans I'Eim stands in the Mississippi near

the E. shore, about 50 miles below the Santeaux river, and is about two
miles in circumference, with an elevation of two hundred feet covered

with timber. There is a small river which empties into the Mississip-

pi in the rear of the mountain, which 1 conceive, once bounded the

mountain on the lower side, and the Mississippi on the upper, when the

mountain was joined to the main by a neck of prairie low gix>und, which
in time was worn away by the spring f.t shes ofthe Mississippi ; and thue

formed an island of this celebrated mountain, l^ake Pepin (so called by
the French,) appears to be only an expansion of the Mississippi. It com-
mences at tlie enti-ance of the Santeaux river, and beai's N. 55 W. to

Point de'Sable 12 miles, which is a neck of land making out about one
mile into the lake, from the W. shore, and is the narrowest pait of the

lake. Prom here to the upper end the course is nearly due W. about

10 miles, making its whole length 'Zi miles, and from four to one and a
half miles in width, the broadest part being in the bay below Point de
Sable. This is a beautiful place ; the contrast of the Mississippi fidl of
islands, and the lake with not one in its whole extent, gives more force

to the grandeur of the scene. The French under the government of M.
Frontenac, drove the Keynards (or Ottaquamies) from the Ouiscousing,

and pursued them up the Mississippi, and, as a barrier, built a stockade
on Lake Peyiio, on the VV. shore, just below Point de Sable ; and, as was
generally the case with that nation, blended the military and mercantile
professions, by nialdng their fort a factory for the Sioux. The lake, at

the upper end, is three fathoms deep; "but this I am informed is its

shoalest part. From the Iowa river to the head of Lake Pepin, the
elk are the prevailing species of wild game, with some deer, and a few
bear.

From the head ofLake Pepin about t'2 miles to the Cannon river, the
Mississippi is branched out into many channels, and its bosom covered
with uumerous islands. There is a hill on the W. shore, about six miles
above the lake called the Grange, from the sum nit of whieii you have
one of the most delightful prospects in nature. When turning your face
to the E. ycu have the river winding in three channels at your feet ; oa
yoilr right the extensive bosom of the lake, bounded by its' chain of hills,

in front over the Mississippi a wide extended prairie ; on the left the
valley of the Mississippi open to new quite to the St. Croix, and partly
in •rour reiu*, the valley through which passes the river an Canon ; and
when I viewed it, on one of the islands below, appeared the spotted lodg-
es of the Red Wing's baud of Sioux. The white tents of the traders
and my soldiers, and three flags of the United States waving on the water,
which gave a contrast to the still and lifeless wilderness around, and in-
creased the pleasure of thepi'ospect.
From the Cannon river to the St Croix, the Mississippi evidently be-

comes narrower, and the navigation less obstructed by islands. The St»

X
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Croix river joins the Mississippi on the E, and bears from tlxe latter at-

most due N. It is only 80 yards wide at its mouth, and 500 yards up
commences Lake St. Croix, which is from one and a half to three miles
wide, and 36 long. This river communicates with Lake Suj^erior ^y
the Burnt river, hy a portage of half a mile only, and in its whole ex*
tent has not onefall or rapid worthy of notice. This, with the mildness
of its cui-rent, and its other advantages, render it by for the most prefer-

able communication which can be had, with the N. W. from this part of
our territories. Its upper waters are inhabited by the Fols Avoins and
Santeaux, who are supplied by tlie agents of the North-west company ;

and its lower division by the Sioux and tiieir traders.

The Mississippi from the Cannon river is bounded on the E. by high
ridges, but the left is lew ground. The timber is generally ash and ma-
ple, except the cedar of tlu; clift's. From the St. Cioix to the river St.

Peters the Mississippi is collected into a narrow conipass (I crossed it at

one place with forty strokes of my oars) and the navigation very g(X)d.

The E. bank genei-ally bounded by the river ridges, but the W. some-
times timbered bottom or prai?-ie. The timber is generally maple, su-

gar tree, and ash. About twenty miles below the entrance of the river

St. Peters, on the E. shore, at aplace calletl tlie Grand Movais,, is situat-

ed the Petit Corbcau's village of eleven log houses. From the river St.

Peters to the falls of St. Anthony, the river is contracted between high
hills, and is one e/)iitinupl rapifl or fall, tlie bottom being covered with
rocks, wliich (in low water) are some feet above the surface, leaving

narrow channels between them. The rapidity of the current vi likewise

much augmented by the numerous small rocky islands, which obstnaet

the navigation. The shores have many large and beautiful springs issu-

ing forth, which form small cascades as they tumble over the clitts into

the Mississi]jpi. The tiudjer is generally maple. This place we noted
for the great quantity of wild fowl. As 1 ascended the Mississippi, the
falls of St. Anthony did not strike me with that majestic appearance
"W hich I had been taught to expi^ct from the description of former travel-

lers. On an actual survey, I find the pwtage to be 260 poles : but when
the river is not veij low, bo its ascending may be put in 31 pole below, at a
large cedar tree, which would reduce it to 2i29 poles. The hill over which
the portage is made, is 6& feet asicent, with an elevation at the point of

debarkation of 4.5*. The fall of the water between the place ofdebarka-
tion and re-loading is 58 feet.; the perpendicular fall of-the shoot 16^
feet. The width of the river above the shoot 627 yards ; below 209. In

high watei* the appearance is much more sublime, as the great quantity

of water then forms a spray, wliich in clear weather reflects from some
positions the colours of the i-ninbow, and wlien the sky is o'ercast. covers

the falls in gloom and chaotic majesty. From the falls of St. Anthony
to Hum river, the Mississippi is almo'^tone continual chain of rapids, with

the eddies formed by winding channels. Both sidc-j are prairie and scarce-

ly any timber but small gi-oves of scrub owk. Rum river is about 50 yai"ds

wide at its mouth, and takes its source in Le Mille Lac, which is but 35

niiles S. of Lower Red Cedar Lake. The small Indian canoes ascend this

river quite to the lake, which is considered as one of the best for hunt'

ing grounds for some hundreds of miles, and lias long been a scene-ofren-

counters between the hunting parties of the Sioux and Santeaux. The last

•winter a number of the Fols Avoins and Sioux, and some Santeaux, win-

tered in that quarter. From R'lm river to Leaf river, (called by father

Hennepin and Carver, the river St. Francis, and was the extent of their

travels) the prairies continue with a few interruptions. The timber
scrub oak, with now and then a lonely pine. Previous to your aiTiviii

St Lejkf river you pass Crow river on Uie W. about 30 yards wide, which
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beat's from the Mississippi S. W. Leaf river is only a small sUeam of

not more than 15 yards over, aiid beare N;^ by W.
The elk begin to be verj- plenty ; some bdifalo, quantities of deer, t&Ht

koons, and on the prairie a tew of the animals called by tin; French brt-

laws.

Fi-om thence to Sac river, a little aliove the Gi'and Rapids, both sides

of the river are generally praiiie, with skirts of scrub ouk. The naviga-

tion still obstructed with ripples, but with intermissions of a ftw miles.

At the Grand Rapids the river expands itself to about 3-4 of a m^le in

width, its general width not being, more than 3-5 of a mile) and tumbles

over an unequal bed of rocks for about two miles, tlu-ough which there

cannot be said to be any channel ; for notv-ithstaniling the rapidity of the

current, one ofmy invalids, who was on the W. shore waded to the E.

(where we were encamped ) The EL bank at the Rapids is a very high

prairie; the W. scrubby wcwd land. The Sac river is a considerable

stream, which comes in ca the \V. aiid bears about S. W. and is 2U0

j_ards wide at its mouth.
The quantitj- of g.-^me still increasing f:om Sac river to Pine creek,

(the place where 1 built my stockade aivl left part of my party) the bo/-

dei-s are prairie, with gioves of pine on the edge of the bauk ; but tlieie

are some exeeptionj ^vhere you meet v ilh small bottoms of oak, as!i,

maple, ar.d linn. In this distance thei e is an intermission of rnpid^ for a-

bout 40 miles, when they commence again, and are full as difTicuit as ev-

er. There are three small creeks emptying in on tlie W. scarcely vmv-

thy of notice, andi>H the E. are two small rivers called Lake and Clear

rivers ; the former quite a small one, bears N. W. and is about 1 5 yar<Is

wide at its mouth; about three miles frcui -its.enti-anee, is a beautiful

small lake, arcund which resc't immense herds of elk and buffalo. Cici^r

river is a beauiiful little stream, of about 80 yards in Miclth,aad heads in

some swamps and small lakes on which the Santeaux of Lower Red Ce-
dar Lake, and Sandy Lake frequently come to hiiiit. The soil of the

,
prairies from above the faUsis sandy, but would raise small grain in abun-

.dance ; the bottoms rich, and fit for corn or hemp. Pine creek is a small

Stream which comes in on the W. shore and bears nearly W. It is bor-

dered by large groves oi -white and rer/ pine. From Pine creek to the

Isle De CorbeaUj (or river of that name) two small rivers come in on the

W. shore. The first is of littie consequeiiC^ ; but the second called Elk
rivfer, is entitled to more consideration, fiom its communication v. ith ihe

river St. Peters. They first ascend it to a small Irtke, ci ois it, then as-

cenda small stream to a large lake ; from which they m^ike a portage of
4 miles ^V. and fall into the Santeaux rhver, which they d^'scend into tLe
river St. Peters. On the E. side is one small stream which heads towards
Lower Red Cedar Lake, and is bounded by hil's. The whole of this dis-

tance is remarkably difficult to navigtite, being one continued succession
of rapid shoals and falls ; but there is 07ie deserves to be more particular-

ly noticed, viz : The place called by the French Le Shute de la Roche
Peintare, which is certainly the 3d obstacle in point of na\-igation, which
I met Avith in my whole route. The shore whei-e there is not prairie, is

j^continued succession of pine ridges. 'I'he enti'ance of die liver De
Corbeau, is partly hid by the island of that name, and discharges its wa-
ters into the Mississippi above and below it; the lowest channel bearing
from the Mississippi N". 65* W. the upper due W. This (in my opmion)
should be termed the forks of the Mississippi, it being nearly of equal
magnitude, and heading not far from the same source ; although taking a
much more direct course to theii- junction. This river affords tlie best
and most approved communication with the Red river; and the naviga-
lion is as follows : You ascend the river De Corbeau 180 miles, to the
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enti-ance of the river Des Feuilles, -which comes from the N. W. This
you ascend 180 miles also : then make a portage ot halt a mile into the
Otter 'lail Lake, which is a principal source of Red river. The other
brunch of the river Dc Corheau bears S. \V. and approximates witl) the
St. Peters. The whole of this river is rapid, and by no means affording;

so much water as the Mississippi. Their confluence is in latitude 45°W 50" N. In this division the elk, deer, and buffalo, were probably in
greater quantities than in any other part of my whole voyage. From
thence to Pine river the Mississippi continues to become narrower, and
has but few islands. In this distance I discovered but one rapid, which-
the foi ce of the frost had not entirely covered with ice. Tlie shores in
general presented a lireary prospect of high barren knobs, covered with
dead and fallen pine timber. 'Jo this there were some exceptions of
ridges of yellow and pitch pine; also some S)nall botlon.s of Hnn, elm,
oak, and ash. The adjacent country is (at least two-thirds) covered with
sn);'Jl lakes, some of which are three miles in circumference. This ren-
ders the communication impassible in summer, exc< pt in small bark ca-
noes. In this distance we first met with a species of pine called the sap
pine. Itw; s equally unknown to myself and ali my party. It scarcely
ever exceeds the height of 35 feet, and is very full of projecting branches.
The leaves are simitar to other pines ; but project out from the branches
on each side in a dij-ect line, theieby rendering the branch fiat ; and this

formation occ;)sions the natives and voyagers to give it the praference ou
all occasions to the branches of all other trees foi- their bedS; and to cover
tlicir temporary camps ; but its greatest virtue arises from its medicinal
qualities. Tlie rind is smooth, witli the exception of little protuberances
oi' about the size of a hazel nut ; the top of which being cut, you squeeze
out a glutinou.s substasice of the consistence of honey. This gum or sap
gives name to the tree, and is used by the natives and traders of that
country as a balsam for all wounds made by sharp instruments, or on
pai'ts frozen, and almost all other extei'nal injuries wliieh they receive.

My poor fellows experienced its beneficial qualities by the application

made of it to their frozen extremities in various instances. The. Tine
niyer bears from the Mississippi N. 30° E. although it empties in on that
whiclihas been hitherto tei-med the W. shoi'e. It is 80 yai'ds wide at its

mouth, and has an island immediately at the entrance It communicates
with Lake Le Sang Sue, by the following course of navigation : In one
day's sail from the confluence, you arrive at the first part of White Jfish

Lake, which is about 6 miles long and two wide. From thence you pur- •

sue the river about two miles, and come to the 2d White Fish Lake,
which is about 3 miles long and t wide ; then you have the I'iver three
miles to the 3d lake, which is 7 miles long and two in width, (which I

crossed on my return from the head of the Mississippi on the of Feb-
ruary ; and is in 46° S'l' S'2" N. latitude.) From thence you follow the
river a quarter of a mile to the 4th lake, which is a circular one, of a-

bout 5 miles in circumference. From thence you pursue the river one
day's sail to a small lake ; frOm thence two day's sail to a portas^e, which
conveys you to another lake, from whence by small portages from lake
to lake, you make the voyage to Leech Lake. The whole of this coiu'se

lays through ridges of pines or swamps of pinenet, sap pine, hemlock,
&c. &CC. From the river De Corheau to this place the deer are very
l)lenty, but we found no more buffalo or elk. From this place to the Red
Cedar Lake, the pine ridges are interrupted by large bottoms of elm, asli,

oak, and maple ; the soil of which would be veiy proper for cultivation.

From the appearance of the ice, (which was firm and equal) I conceive
there can be but one ripple in this distance. Red Cedar Lake lays on
the E. side of the Mississippi, at the distance of 6 miles from it, and is

near equally distant from' the river De Corheau and Lake De Sable. Its
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form is an oblong square, and may be 10 miles in eir<3umfei*ence. From
this to Lake De Sable on the E. shore, you meet with Aluddy river,

which discharges itself into the Mississippi by a mouth 20 yards wide,

and bears nearly N. E. We then meet with Pike river on tlie W. a-

bout 77 miles below Sandy Lake, and bears nearly due N. up which you
ascend with canoes 4 days' sail, and arrive at a wild Rice lake, which you
pass through and enter a small stream, and ascend it two leagues ; thea
cross a portage of two acres into a lake 7 leagues in circumference : then
two leagues of a river into another small lake. From thence you des-

cend the current N. E. into Leech lake. The banks ofthe Mississippi are

still bordered by the pines of the different species, except a few small

bottoms of elm, linn and maple. The game scarce, and the Aborigines,

subsist almost entirely on beaver, with a few moose, and the vnld rice or

oats.

Sandy Lake river (or the discharge of said lake) is lai^e, but is only

six miles in length from the lake to its confluence with the Mississippi,

Lake De Sable is about 25 miles in circumference, and has a number of
small rivers running into it; one of those is entitled to parti<mlar atten-

tion, v\z : the river Savanna, which by a portage of three miles and threr;

(juarters communicates with the river St Louis, which empties into laice

Superior at the Fond Du Lac ; and is the clwnnel by which the N. W
company bring all their goods for the trade of the Upper Mississippi.

Game is very scarce in this countiy In ascending the Mississippi from
Sandy lake, you fii-st meet with Swan nver on the E. which bears iscarly

due E. and is navigable for bark canoes, 90 miles to Swan Lake. You
then meet with the Meadow river, which falls in on the E. and bears
nearly E. by N. and is navigable for Indian canoes, 100 miles. You tiien

in ascending meet with a very strong ripple, and an expansion of the riv-

er where it forms a small lake. This is three miles belov/ the falls of
Packegamau, and from which the noise of tlie shoot might be heard. The
course ofthe river at the falls was N. 70° W. and just lielow, the rivei* is a
quarter ofa mile in width, bat above the shoot not more than 20 yards.
The water thus collected, inins down a flat rock, which has an elevation
of about 30°. Immediately above the fall is a small island of about 50
yaixls in circumference, covered with sap pine. Tiie Portage which is on
the E. (or N.) side, is not more than 200 yards ; and by no means diffi-

cult. Those falls, in point of consideration, as an impediment to the nav-
igation, stand next to the falls of .'^t. Anthony, from the source of the riv-

er to the Gulf of Mexico. The banks of the river to the M^^adow river,

,

have generally either been timbered by the pine, pinenet, hendnck, sap
pine, or the aspen tree. From thence it winds through high grass mead-
ows, (or savannas) with the pine swamps, at a distitnce appearing to cast
a deeper gloom on the borders. From the falls in ascending, you pass
the lake Packegamau on the W. celebrate<l for its great ])rod actions of
wild rice ; and next meet M'ith the Deer liver on the E. the e:vtc!it of its

navigation unknown. Younext meet with the Ri\iere Le Cross; on
the E. side which bears nearly >f. and has o'dy a PortDge of one mile to
pass from it into Liike Winipeque branch of the Missis.^ippi. We nexC
•come to what the people ofthat quRiter call the forks of the Missis'jipni.

The right fork which bears N, W. and runs fiq:ht leagues to Lake ^Vin-
ipeque which is of an oval foi-m ofabout '26 miles in circumftrence. From
Lake Winipeque the river continuf^s five h >gues to L^!)per Red Cedar
Lake, which may be termed the L^pper Source of the Mississippi. The
Leech Lake Ri'anch hears (from the forks) S. W. and runs Uirough a
chain of meadows.- Yon pass muddy lake which is scarcely any thing rnore
than an extensile marsh of 1 5 mi'es in circumfeveace ; the river beat's

through it jiearly N^after which it again turns W. Li many places this
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branch is not more than 10 or 15 yards in width, although 15 or 20 feefc

deep. From tliis to Leech Lnkp, the communication is direct, and with-^
out any impediment. This is rather considered as the main source, al-
though the Wiiiipeque branch is navig.^b!e the greatest distance. To
this place tlie whole face of the country has an appearance of an impen.
etrable morass, or bounrlle^s savanna. But on the borders of the lake is

some oak and Im-ge groves of sugar maple, from which the traders make
sufficient sugar for their consurnption the whole year. Leech Lake com-
municates with the river De Corbeau by seven portages, and the river Des
Feuilles also, with the Red river, by the Otter Tail Lake on the one
side, and bv Red Cedar Lake and other small lakes tO Red Lake on the
other. Out of these small hikes and ridges, rise the upper watera of the
St. Lawrence, Mississippi and Red river, the latter of which discbarges it-

self into the ocean by L;>ke Winipie and Hudson's Ray. All those waters
have their up;>er souraes within 100 miles of eaoh otlier, which I think
plainly proves this to be the most elevated part of the N. E. continent of
America. But we must cross (what is commonly termed) the Rocky
Mountains, or a Spur of the Cordeliers, previous to our finding the wa-
ters, whose currents lom westward, and pay tribute to the western o^
cean.

In tliis quarter we find mpose, a very few deer and bear, but a vast va=
riety of fur animals of all descriptions.

The first nation of Indians whom we met with in ascending the Missis-

sippi from St. Louis, were the Sauks, who principally reside in four villa-

ges. The first at the head of the rapids de Moyen on the W. shore, con-
sisting of 13 log lodges. Tlie 2d on a prairie on the E. shore, about 60
miles above. The 3d on the Rivim-e De Roche, about 3 miles from the
entrance, and the last on the river lov.^a.

They hunt on the Mississippi and its confluent streams, from the Illii"

nois to the river des Iowa ; and on the plains west of them, which border

the Missouri. They are so perfectly consolidated with the Reynards,^

that they scarcely can be termed a distinct nation ; but recently there

appeal's to be a schism betvve<=>n the two nations : the latter not approv..

ing of the insolence and iU-wiU, which has marked xhe conduct ofthe for=

mertov/ai-ds the United States, on maity late occurrences. They have

for many y* ars past made war (und?r the auspices of the Sioux) on the

Santeaux, Osages and Missouries; but as recently a peace has been

(throuj^h the infi»ence of the Ui.it 'd States) made between them and

the nation.s o' the Missouri, ?,nd by the same means between the Sioux

and Sant aUK, (th^ir principal allies) it appears thatitM ould by no means
be a difficult matter to induce them to make a general peace, and pay

Still greater attention to the cultivation of the e.-irth ; as they now raise

jj considerable quantity of corn, b'-ans, ^md melo'is. The character that

t^ey bear with their savage bretliren, is, that they are much more to be

dreaded for their deceit and inclination for stratagem, than for open cour-

age.

The R.^ynards reside in three villages.- The Ist oh the W. side of

the Mississippi, six miles above the rapids of the river l>e Roche. The
2d about 12 mles in the rear of^the lead mines, and the 3d on Ttirkey riv-

er half a league from its entrance. They are engagt-d in the same warSj^

and have the same alliances as the Sauks, with whom they must be con-^

sidered as indissoluble in war or peac<». They huiit on both side's of the

Mississippi from the river lowa, (below the Prairie df s Chiens) to a river

of that name above said villHfre. Th'.\v raise a great quantity of cora ^

beans and melons ; the former of those articles in such quantities as to sell

raaivy hundred bushels per aimam.
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The lowas reside on the rivers De Moyen and l<3v,& in tv/o \illages.

They hunt on the vest side of the Mississippi, the river l)e Moy.n, and
westward to the Missouri; their vars and alUances ai-e the same as the

Sauks and Reynards ; under whose special protection they conceive them-
selves to be. They cultivate sorae corn ; but not so much in proportion

as the Sauks and llcynai'ds. Their residence being on the small streams
in the rear of the Mississippi, out of the high road of commerce, renders
them less civilized than those nations.

The Sauks, Reynards and lowas, (since the treaty of the two former
with the United States) claim the land from the entrance of the Jauflioni

on the W. side of the Mississippi, up the latter river to the Des Iowa, a-

bove the Prairie des Chiens ai.d westwai'd to the Missouri ; but the limits

between themselves are undefined. »A11 the land formerly claimed by
those nations E. of t!>e Mississippi, is now ceded to the United States; but
they reserved to themselves the privilege of hunting and residing on it as

usual.

By killing the celebrated Sauk chief Pontiac, the Illinois, Cnhokias,

Kakaskias and Pionas, kindled a wai* with the allied nations of Sauks
and Reynards, which has been the cause of the almost entire destruction

of the former nations.

The Winebagos, or Puants, are a nation who reside on the rivers Ouis-

fiousing, De Roche, Fox and Green Bay, in 7 >illages, which are situated

as follows, viz :

.

1st. At the entrance of Green Bay. 4th. At Lake Puckway.
2d. End of do. 5th. Portage of the Ouiscousirig.

3d. Wuckan, on the Fox river. 6th. and 7th. Both on Roche river.

Those villages are so situated, that the Winebagos can embody the
^'hole force of theii' nation, at any one point of their territor)' in four
days. They hunt on the Ouiscousitig, Rock river, and E. side of the Mis-
sissippi ; from the Rock river to the Prairie des Chiens^ ; on Lake Michi-
gan, Black river, and the country between Lakes Michigan, Huron and
Superior. From the tradition amongst them, and their speaking the same
language of the Ottos of the Riviere Platte, I am confident in asserting
that they are a nation who have emigrated from Mexico, to avoid the op-
pression of the Spaniards, and the time may be fixed at about one and
a half centuries, when they Averc taken under the protection of the
Sionx, to whom they still profess to owe faith, and at least brotJierly

attention. They have formerly beerv at war with the nations west
»f the Mississippi, but appear rc&intly to have laid down the hatch-
et. They are reputed bi-ave, but from everj'" circumstance their neigh=
bors distinguish their bi-;) very as the ferocity of a tigei', rather than the
deliberate resolution of a man. And recently their conduct has been
such as to authorize tlie remark made by a chief of a neighboring nation,
"That a white nan never should lay down to sleep, without precaution
in their villages."

The Menomene or Fols Avoins, (as termed by the French) nation,,
reside in seven villages, situated as f!>ik)ws, viz. 1st. At the river Meno*
mene, 1 5 If^fignes from Green Bay, noith side of the lake. 2d. At Green
Bay. ,3d. M Little Kaka'in. 4tb. Portage of Kjikalin. 5th. Stinking
Lake, fitli. Entrance of a small lake on Fox river ; and 7th. Behind the
Batik of the Dead. Their hunting grounds are-simihir to*the Winrbagos

;

onh", that owing: to the very high estimation in which thev are held , both
bv Sion:^ and Ch-peways they are frequently permitted "to Imnt near the
Raven river on the Misslssipni ; which may be termed the battle ground'
between those two great nations. The language which they speak is sin'*"
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gular ; for no white man has ever yet been known to acquire it, but this

may probably be attributed to their all understanding the Algonquin, in

which they and tlie Winebagos ti'ansact all conferences with the whites
or other nations ; and tlie facility with which that language is acquired, is

a further reason for its prevalence.

The Fols Avoins, although a small nation, are respected by all theu*

neighbors for their bravery, and independent spirit, and esteemed by the
v/hites as their friends and protectors. When in the country, I have heard
their cldef assert in council with the Sioux and Chipeways, " That al-

" though they were reduced to few in number yet they could say, we
" never wei-e slaves." As they had always prefeiTed, "tliat their wo-
*'nien and children should die by their own hands, to their being led in-

**to slavery by their enemies." llie boundary of their teriitory is un-
certain. The Sauks, Reynai*ds, Puants and Menoraenes, all reside

(when not at their villages) in lodges in the form of an ellipsis, and some
are from 30 to 40 feet in length, by 14 or 15 wide, which are sufficiently

large to shelter 60 people from the storm, or for twenty to reside in.

Their covering are rushes plaited into mats, and carefully tied to the

poles. In the centre are the fires, immediately over which is a small va-

cancy in the lodge, which in fair weather is sufficient to give vent to the

smoke ; but in bad weather you must lay down on the ground to prevent

being considerably incommoded by it.

We next came tothnt powerful option the Sioux, the dread of whom
is extended over all the savage nations, from the confluence of the Mis-

»issi])pi and Missouri, to the Raven river on the former, and tx>the Snake
Indians on the latter ; but in those limits are manj- nations whom they

consider as allies ; on similar footing with the allies of ancient Rome, i. e.

humble dependents. But the Chipeway mition iji aii exception who have

maintained along contest with them, owing to their country being inter-

sected by numerous small lakes, water courses, impenetrable morasses

and swamps ; and have hitherto bid defiance to all the attacks of their

neighbors. It is necessary- to dividii the Sioux nation into the different

l»ands, as distinguished monspt themsiiTve^, in order to have a correct

idea of them. Agreeable to this plan, 1 shall begin with the Minowa
Kaiitong, (or GensDe Lac) who extend from the Prairie des Chiens,

to La Prairie du Francois, 35 miles up the St. Peters. This band is again

sub-divided into four divlsiuns, under diffiirent chiefs. The first of which,

most generally reside at their village on the upper Iowa river above the

Prairie des Chiens, and are commanded by Wabasha, a chief, whose fa-

ther was considered as the first chief of all the Sioux nation. This sub*

division hunts on both sides of the Mississippi, and its confluent streams,

fror»i the Prairie des Chiens to th«' Riviere du Boeuf. The second sub-

division resides near the head of Lake Pepin, and hunt from the Riviere

»lu B(Euf near to the river St. Croix. Their chief'siiame is Tentangti-

raani, a very celebrate«l Ciiief The third suh-<^livision resides between the

Riviere au Canon and the entrance of thf St. Peters, are headed by Chatc-

waconamani. Their principal hunting ground is on the St. Croix. They
have a village at a place called the Grand Ma,ais, 15 miles below the en-

trance of the St. Peters. It is situated on the east bank of the INJississip-

pi, and consists of eleven log huts The fourth sub-division is situated

from the entrance of the St P<5ters, to the Prairie des Francois; they

are headed by a chief called Chatamutah, but a young man, Wynganage^
has recently taken the lead in all the councils and affairs of state of this

sub-band. They have one village nine miles up the St. Peters, on the N.
ade. This band (Minowa Kantong) are reputed the bravest of all the

Sioux and have for years been opposed to the Fols Avoin Santeurs, wha
we reputed the bravest of all th« numerous bands of Chipewayr?,
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The Sa band of Sioiix are the Washpetong (or Gens des Ficulles)

*-ho inhabit the countiy from the Prairie des Francois, near to Roche
Blanche, on the St. Petei-s. Their first chiet is Wasonquianni. They
hunt on the St Peters ; also on tlie Mississippi, up Rum river, and

sometimes follow the butfalo on the plains.. Their sub^li\isions I am un-

acquainted Avith.

The 3d band are the Sussitongs ; they extend from the Roche Blanche,

to Lac de Cross Roche, oh the river St Peters ; they are divided into

two sub-divisions. The 1st band called tiie Cawrees, are headed by the

chief called Wuckiew Notch, (or the Tonnere Rouge.) The 2t1, called

the SiissitoJigs proUer, and headed by Wscontoe, (or Esprit Blue.)

Those two sub-bands hunt eastward to the Missisisippi, and up that river

as fir as the Riviere De Corbeau.
The 4lh gieut baud are the Yanctongs, v/ho are dispersed from the

Montaignes De la Prairie, (which extends from St. Peters to the Missou-

ri) to the river de Moyen. They ore divided into tw o grand di^^sions,

generally termed the Yanctongs of the north, and the Yanetongs of the

south. The former are headed by a chief called Muckpeanutah ; (or

Nuage Rouge) and those ot the Prairie by Petessung. This band are

never stiitionary, but with the Titongs, are the most erratic bands of all

the Sioux, sometimes to be found on the borders of tl*e Lower Red River,

sometimes on the Missouri, and on those immense plains which aue be-

tween the two river»

1 he 5th great.band arc the Titongs, who are dispersed on both sides

of the Mibsouri—on the north, printipally from the river Chienne up ;

and on the south, from the Mahas to the Minetares, (or Gross Ventres.)

They may be divided into the Titongs of the north and south ; but the im-

mense plains over which they rove with the Yanctongs, render it impos-

sible to point out their place of habitation.

The 6th last and smallest band of the Sioux, are the IVashpecoute, who
reside generally on the lands west of the Mississippi, bt tween that river

and the Missouri. They Irant most generally on the head of the river de
Moyen. They appeared to me to be the xno^t stupid and inactive of all

the Sioux.

[^ 2] THE wild goose of the Mississippi and the common tame goose
will herd together, and the former can be and is frequently domesticat-

ed, and breed Nvith tlxe common tiock, but their cifspring will not breed.
Like the Jack and the horse, the effect of copulation of the wild and
tanie goose is abortive and of no avail further than the first generation.
This is a clear evidence that these birds, though so much alike in appear-
ance, and in character, are of different species. Major Buskirk of Shel-
by, Kentiicky, informed me that he and his brother-in-law, Lewis Cray,
a}«o of Kentucky, have several half bloods of the wild and tame goose.

That the egg of the female is much less than that of the common goose :

that after she has laid her U"iial quantity, she sits on them the usual pe-
riod required in otli^ goose eggs, and with all the care and anxiety of the
tame goose, does she perform "and fulfil every natural and Tieeessaiy du-
ty ^o hatch her eggs and bring forth the young brood—and getting dis-

appointed, shews evident marks, by her a'ctions, of mieasiness and rest-

lessness for some time. Such is the singular order of nature—" So far

shalt thou go and no faither." 1 am told, however, there is one kind of
wild goose that domesticates and breeds with the tame.

[c 2] NEW MADRID occupies a handsome site on the right or
vvest bank of the Mississippi, commanding, a beautiful vie^v of the river
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for six mfles abovt- and ten below the town, being' nea*" the middle of a.

bend i25 miles in length.

The late col. George Morgan, latterly of Morganza, Washington
•ounty, Penn. and formerly of New Jersey, with a number of sm-veyors,
carpenters, Moo»lsmen, he. enjbarked at Pittsburgh in the year 1789 or
1790, and ilescended to this favored spot, for the purpose of laying it out
and commencing the settlement of a city, whose original plan was not to
be exceeded in siz« and in manner by many cities in the world. It was
to extend 4 miles S. and 2 west fiom the river, so as to include lake St.

Annis in its limits, on v/liose banks were to be wide streets and roads
planted with ti'ecs for the health of the citizens. A sti-eet 120 feet wide
on tlie bank of the ri/er was also to be planted with trees. Twelve acres
in the middle trf'tlie city was to be ornamented with trees and preserved
for public walks ; 40 half-acre lots for otlter public uses^ and one lot of-

12 acres for the king's use.

The party that accompanied col. Morgan, after they ai'rived soon be-
gan to sicken. Fatigue, hunger and distress, appeared in every quarter.
Some died, othei-s scattered and made tlieir way home as well as they
could. Large Spanish grants of lands wei-e held out to them as a recom-
pense and a fortune for their adventure. These were never made, and,
col. .Morgan getting himstlf disappointed in the encouragement he ex-
pected to receive from the Spaniards, the city was abandoned by its first

frqjectors. Many lots, however, were sold, and a considerable town
built, the inhabitants being chiefly French and Spaniards, and a few trad.-,

ing Americans. The town has, however, been on the decline for seve-
ral years, and the terrific eiFects of the earthquake, which commenced'
Dec. 16, 1811, seems to have alarmed the inhabitants to that degree that
few have ha<l the hardiliood to remain in or near the town since. There
are still a few families^, and a court is held here for a disti'ict of the Mis-
souri territory. The town has two badly supplied stores, a tavern and a
post office, and from the number of old shattered vacant houses, the
place indeed looks like '* departing greatness." But time may yet re-

vive New Madrid, and 100 years, nay 50, make it what it was intended to

lie by its original projector, a great and magnificent city. Its situation

possesses advantages that time alone can discover the extent of, and
which can only be brought into action by a great population of the coun-
try.

The earthquake continued at New Madrid by frequent returning

shocks with the most tremendous and alarming effects ibr two or more
months ; and are still slightly felt, say the inhabitants, every 24 hours.*

It threw down the brick cliimnies, shattered the houses, threw up the

eartil in some places, while it sunk in others ; water spouted up through

the cracks and holes of the earth in all directions ; trees laslied their tops

together, while others were split, twisted and torn fi'om their roots ; the

river itself appeared equally convulsed with the land. No wonder in-

deed that a people, accustomed to the quiet of a forest, and tlie pacific

rolling of the Mississippi, should, on this occasion of one of nature's great-

est concussions of matter, feel teiTor and alarm to a degree little short of

madness. For in flight there appeared to be no safety, earth and water
were equally affected ; and what rendered the distressing scene the more
awful, the birds and beasts seemed equally terrified as the people them-
selves. The winged tribe come hovering down on the houses, aiid light-

ing, I hnve been told, in some cases, on people's heads, and about the

fires of Uiose who had left theii' dwellings, and on the rocking boats ia.the

* December, 1S12.-
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Tlver. The cattle sought the opei gi'ound for shelter, and it being con-

•«iilsed,,throw theia Into coi'tuaion, they ran about bcliowmg as in the

greatest alarm and distress, seeking also the camps o? tht people and
-seemingl thoir protectiop. It has betn stnte*] Ui at the deer, equally

shocki d and ttriiiied with man, has been seen to stop suddenl}-, and siand

as if fastened CO the spot, unable for a few minutes to move. Such are

thy throts, Oh Go<! of natuie! and such are tiieir wonderful efieets on

.animal life. Mun, the pixnidest of earth's inhabitants, lacking but little

in his own im-.gination, of God hin»self, yet, in those awfu! convulsions of

nature, do we see him slaiiik into hi> own insignificance, mixing, as by in-

stinct, with the fowls of the air and tlie beasts of the field, all equally

distracted and confounded at ttie universal tumult of earth and water

—

crying for help '. help !—running here, and yonder, without thought or

reflection, as though he had changed his nature, and ready, as it were,
for the final event oftlie •' crush of matter, and the wreck of worlds."

The inhabitaiits of New Madrid say, the plot of grouiid the town
Elands on has been sunk during the shocks of the earthquake eight feet be-

low its former level. I passed it in the spring of 1811, before the e.'fth-

quake, and in tlie winter of 1 812, after it, anci from the idea T had form-
ed ofthe height of the ground, it appeared evident thut it had sunk seve-

. ral feet, probably eight ; this appears further confirmed Ly the bank of

the river about a mile below tlie town being considerably higher than the
town itself, and looks like a nrstural second band of considerable elevation

above the first. The bank of the river for 10 or 15 miles above, though
net as high as the bank at the town, appears to have been sunk in the
same proportion with it.

Another circumstance has added inconvenience to the progress of
New Madrid. The river is constantly making encroachments on it, and
has, since its first comniencement, swept away land to the extent of half,

the present bi-eadth of the river, it being here about one mile broad.
Street after street went off with the floods, keeping the citizens moving
back, to their no small vexation and loss of property.

Ab.out 60 or 70 mili-s west of New Madrid, ai-e the head v/aters of
Merrimac i-iver, between which and the town the land is high, fertile,

-Tind well calculated for farming and ^radng.—Twelve or 15 miles back
of New Madrid, there is already a considerable settlement, and the lake
in which the Chepousa river takes its rise, about 25 miles north-westerj^
from the town, alYoi'ds %me delightful situations.

On accountofa great bend in the Missouri and Mississippi, New-Madr
rid is favoi-ably situated in point of haNing a near communication with-
the Missouri, it being only about 150 miles by land from tlie tov.n to
tlie mouth of the Os;ige river, whereas by water from the latter to the
former it is about 500 miles.—The he>ad waters of the St Francis river
coming within a few miles of the head of M rrimac of the Mississippi
and the Gasconade ol the Missouri, will also be useful to New Madrid,
as forming a convenii-nt chain of communicr.tion from low down on the
Mlssissijipi to high up on the Missouri, which will very much facilitate
trade, and the settlements hereafter to be made in this part of the Mis-
souri tcrritorj'. T!ie St. Francis river heads within about 12 or 15 miles
of the Osage river, and near G. Gravel river, a small branch of it.

.There are also 2 water cours-s fi-om the Mississippi below New Madrid
Uj the St Francis, which, by looking at the direction they take, it is

scarcely known whetherthev run from the latter to the former, ©r from
the former to the latter. They however afford a communication which
in the settlement of the countiy on the St. Francis, Avill be useful to
those passing from the one river" to the other.



4164 APPENDIX.

[J 2]
Extract of a letter frwn Capt. John Davis to his friend in SToeet

Sprains, Virginia, dated jVatchez, M T January 5 t/t, 1812.

We arrived at night on the I5th of Dec. at the 25th Island, and on the
16th at 10 minutes i)ast 2 o'clock A. M. we Avere surprised by the great-

est emot.on that can possibly be supposed of the boat, wiiich I could coni-

]»are to nothing more picturesque than that of a team of horses runnhig
away with a wagon over the most rocky road in our part of the country.

There was about 40 boats iu company, and each thought then* boats adrift

and running ov;jr sawyers j but a man on board a boat lashed to us, hint-

(n\ it to be an earthquake. An old navigtitov of the river just above, hail-

ed us and said it was occasioned by the banks falling in: v/e were under
a bluff bank which immediately cast off, and fell in about a quarter of a
mile, which drew us into the cm-rent on the rightside of the island which
vyas much the shallowest where we sLaid till day ; but in the uitermedi-

ate time, we experienced about 50 partial shocks, which shook our boats

with great agitation. At 1 2 minutes after 7, we heard a tremendous dis-

tant noise, and in a few seconds the boats, island and mainland became
perfectl^v convulsed, the trees twisted and lashed together, tiie earth in

all quarters was sinking, anvi the water issued from the centre of the 25th
isle just on our left, snid came rushing down its side in torrents; and on
our right there fell at once about 30 or 40 acres of land, some say 300
acres ; but as I was till then perfectly collected, and although then

much alarmetl, was less so t'lan any person in company. The shocks

by tliis tiiiie became frequent at about eveiy 15 minutes : the water rose

from the first shock, till about 8 o'clock that day, 7 or 8 feet perpendic-

ular, and the cuirent ran from 7 to S miles per hour. As we ran from
25th island and landed on Floui- island, a distance of 35 miles, in five

hours and 25 minutes, and lost half an hour endeavoring to make a land-

ing at the lower end of the 9 Mile lleach, which place and the 10 Mile

Reach was in perfect commotion. The logs which had spi'ung up from
the bottom of the river, were so thick, that it appeared almost impossible

for a boat to find a passage. There were three boats sunk, two of which

belonged to Mr. James Vtwell, and laden from Kentucky, in value about

IgSOOb, the other a family boat ; the people were all saved except one

man, who belonged to the family boat. .A.iother man had like to have

been lost, from one of the boats that was siovc, he jumped on the sawyer

that stove the boat, and cc iilinucd there about four hours, and was for-

tunately tdten into another boat. The lojs and roots we passed had

the sand and mud on them w^hich probably for many vears lay in the

bottom of the river, and which gave the a])p"arance of timbered fields

to the 9 and 10 Mile Reach, so that it appeared as if the oixier of na-

ture was reversed. We experienced frequent sliocks ofearthquakes for

8 days and I have heard of no place more convulsed than where I was.

[#2] NO. 57 is called *' Battle Inland'"' from the following njiecdote,

viz. a battle fought on it by two boatmen belonging to a barge from the

falls of Ohio ; The battle was thus expre-^sed in the captain's journal :

*• Two of my stoutest men having quarrelled during the day v hile at the

oars, and having clinched, had a small round under deck : hearing the

noise, I ran and parted them, and could a])pease them in no other way,

than by granting them permission to take it out on the land. Accord-

ingly at evening as soon as we dropp'jd anchor, the parties having chosen

their stand-by friends, set out from the barge in the jolly boat, and land-

ed on No. 57, where, after it was agreed that it should be " rangh and
tumble,** and the signal for parthig should be " enough, " the combat-.
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tartta stripped of their jackets (the weather being «old,) and taking their
distance, flew at each other most ferociously. Two rounds brought them
fast clinched in er^ch other's hug, to the ground, when the undermost
finding the thumb of his antagonist removing his eye from its socket, hoi-
lowed out A ociferously to the bystanders, *' take him off.' take hum off!
Ae is gouging me." This was done immediately, and the boys got to
their feet ag: in ; and discovering tliere was not much hama done, except
a bite from the one, and a gouge from the other, they returned good na-
turedly to the barge again, and as usual, worked friendly together during
the remainder of the voyage.
Having been an eye-witness to this tiger like engagement, I no longer

wonder that Schultz's story of the battle of Natchez, between two Ken-
tucky boatmen, one calling himself " half horse^ half alligator,'* and
the other " snapping tnrtle" has obtained current belief in New York,
and that the citizens of that metropolis, have got into an opinion, that if

the Kentuckians are not bona fide alligators and snapping turtles, many
ofthem, at least, are not much better^ in potnt of good manners and civ-

ilization.

Thus, unfortunately, the character of a people gets fixed abroad, hy
the brutal and irregulai' conduct of a few of its citizens. So bad and so
detestable is the character of Kentucky on the coast of the Mississippi, to
the once hospitable French planters, that a traveller is liable at every
plpce, (except the miserable taverns) to have the door shut in his face oa
approaclung a house for a night's lodging or refreshment of any kind.
Nor will any plea or circumstance alter the determined refusal'of the
master or mistress of the house, unless indeed, it be the uncommon gen-
teel appearance and equipage of the traveller.

A friend of mine related the following anecdote to me : That travel-

ling on foot from New Orleans to Natchez, and night coming on, he stept
up to the door of a house and asked admission for the night. A. genteel
and young-looking woman came to the dooi', and said sh*; did not lodge
strangers. In reply he observed, that it was then night, and raining hai^
that he was much fatigued, and would lay in any of her out cabins, if

she would permit him to remain. She said she could not let him stay
any \\ here about the premises, that it was the strict charge of her hus-
band, who was then absent, to ** lodge none of the Kentnckians"—My
friend S. blushed for his countiymen, and said, though he had reason to
think differently from her husband of the citizens of Kentucky, he was
not from that state, but from Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, many hundred
miles above Kentucky. The lady, like the custom-house officer at Leg-
horn,* not knowing any thing about Pennsylvania, or whether there was

,

* '* To illustrate the commercial habits and enterprise of the Ameri-
fcan people, he would relate an anecdote of a vessel built and cleared out
at Pittsburgh for Leghorn. ^Mien she arrived at her place of destina-
tion, the master presented his papei*s to the custom-house officer at Leg-
horn, who would not credit them, and said to the master "sir your pa-
pers are forged ; there is no such place as Pittsljurgh in the world ! vojur
vessel must be confiscated 1" The trembling captain laid before the offi-

cer a map of the U. S. directed him to the <iu!f of Mexico; pointed out
tlie^ mouth of the Mississippi ; led him a thousand miles up it to the
mouth of the Ohio, and thence another thousand up to Pittsburgh.
*• There sir is the port whence my vessel cleared out" The astonished
officer, before he saw the map, would as soon have believed that this
ship had been navi^ted from the moon.

Clay's Speech in Congrg^si
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any such a place as Pittsburgh in America, observed in reply, «*that
they were in the lisibit of believing and taking all strangers tx'avelling up-
wards, fni* Kentnckians, therefore they made no exception, and her hus-
band's orders were positive.*'—" My good lady," replied my friend,

witliall his gentleness of politeness and persuasive good manners, ** what
shall I do ! you say it is eight miles to the next house, aiKl through, to
me, a strange and dark forest, and mud and water half leg deep all the
way, I assure you I am uiial>!e to go further to night, it rains hard, and I

am excessively fatigued, (liaving on his back his bags full of dollars, be-
sides his clothes, with which he had walke<l thirty-five miles that day.)
Is it possible (continued he) you would turn me from your door and sub-

ject me to lodge in the woods, without cover, or other comfort, when I

want nothing ot "tou but the indulgence of an out cabin and a little lire to
diy myself by r" I'his earnest petition, enforced by his natural modes-
ty and good sense, got my friend admittance. The lady's heart relented,

and she gave hira permission to walk in out of the rain, where he had
been standing all this while exposed to a severe shower. He thanked
her for her !dndness, and seated himself by the fire. After some little

conversation , the lady's rigorous inhumanity softened down to true femi-
nine hospitality, and my tViend was as agreeably disappointed in being very-

kindly treated by her, as she wiis in the idea she had formed of the Ken-
tnckians. An excellent supper was got, of which he pailook with the la-

dy and a younger sister, an amiable girl of much sweetness ofmanners.

—

When bed time arrived, instead of sleeping, as he expected, in an out
cabin, he was shewn to an excellent bed, where he slept sound, and rose

by<lf^' light next morning much refreshed. On it being made known to

the lady that the gentleman wished to know ** what was to pay," she
smiled and ordered biro a cup of warm cofiee, and insisted on his staying

a few minutes until it was ready, she having ordered her servant over

night to ha^e one prepared for the stranger early in the morning. My
friend could not but yield to her solicitation, anH waited for the cofiee,

which was soon brought, and as gi-atefully drank, when he took leave

of this amiable female, who at first appeared so unkind and inhospitable

My friend observed, this family had notbeen long from Georgia, to which
place the lady's husband had returned to settle his business, leaving his

worthy wife and sister, with two or three faithful slaves in charge of the

premises.

How hard it is for the innocent to suffer on account (^the bad deeds of
the wicked. Cruel and inconsiderate is he who commits an act of mis-

chief, whose penalty he knows Avill fall upon the head of his innocent

counti7men, who travel the same road with himself atul who must be

const{in\ly exposed to ill-treatment and insults on his account. Malici-

ous and desperately wicked must be that heart, anddegi'aded below the

brute oreation the man, whose conduct in a strange countiy, is such as to

disgrace the place of his nativity, and bring down upon tlie heads of his

eountrymen the character of blackguai-ds and iniffians.

[ /*2] SCRUB-GRASS. This grass, also called by some, rush, bor-

ders the edges of the Mississippi, and looks like fieldsof oats at a distance.

Its lively gre«n api)earance gives cheerfulness to a winter's voyage, and
ffTTiis a handsome contrast with the leafless trees and other sun-ounding

deadened vegetation. It has a beautiful growth of the rush kind, and is

Very handsomely marked with whitish joints five or six inches apart, and

the stalk runs up to a height of from four to six or seven feet in height,

regulp.rly and very gradually tapei-ing from bottom to top. It has nei-

ther lenvcs or branches, and its suiface has so keen a roughness, that it

is found very useful, and is mush m^de use of for the purpose of scrubbing
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pe^vter and wooden furniture, on account of which, it has acquii-ed the
Kame of acnib-on^ass.

I have seen this rush in Pennsylvania, but seldom more titan eighteen
inches or two feet in length, and when comparing it with that on the
Mississippi, where I ha^e picked stalks out of 8^ feet in height and with
23 joints, I could not but be charmed at tlie difference of the growth of

the same vegetable in a different soil and climate, the effect of \yhich in-

dee/1 is wonderful, particularly in the vegetable kingdom.

L?" ^1 The Arkansas, next to the Missouri is the most considerable

tributaiy of the Mississippi. In length it is nearly two thous-and five hun.
dred miles, and navig?.ble at proper seasons, nearly the whole distance.

In many places its channel is broad and shttliow, at least above the rap-

ids, so as to render navigation almost impracticable. Until ei..^ht or nine

hundred miles frtjm its mouth, it receives no considerable streams, owing
to the %-icinit>- of the waters of the Missouri, of the Kansas, &cc. on the
one side, and those of Red river on the other. The chief rivei-s which
fall into it, are the Vei-digris, the Negracka, Canadian river, Gnnd
river, kc. Several are remarkable for being strongly impregnated
with s.tlt; the Arkansas itself, at ceitain seasons is said to be brack-
ish.

The lands on this river for six or eight hundred miles up, are dcscr'/j-

ed as very fii>e and capable of affording settlements. th'JUgh principally

»nitinilj*'red. For a long distance up, the Hat lan4s on either sine are in--

ter.iected with numerous bayoux.—^There is a remarkable communica-
tion between the Arkansas and white river, bv a chann 1 or iia. on connect-
ing tlie two rivers with a cun-ent setting alternately into the one or the
other, as the flood in either happens to predominate.

[A 23 IN this bend, the Spanish Moss or 'nUandsea, makes its first

.-^i^pearance on the Mississippi. This singular vegetable is also called
Spanifih Beard, and liolding this idea in muid when viewing it as it sus-

pends itself in loose drapny from the branches of the tall majestic cy-
press trees, we are impeixeptiby thrown into reflections hoitieriug a cer-

tain degree of veneration by combining with its appearance the venera-
ble long grey -beards of foi'mer days.

This is a very sin^iular vegetable, both in its growth and appearance,
and as it is found highly useful, and I believe equal to hair, for mattresses,
kc. it may be made an article of considerable trade and -of exportation.

It is universally used in Louisiana for all those purposes for wiuch ciu'Ied

hair is applied in the northern stntes. Its cheapness is also an object of
impoi'tance, being seldom more than from three to si.\ cents a pound, de-
livere<l and pi-epared for mattresses, which is done something in this waj :

When gathered from the trees, which is easily perforraetl with long hooks
to tear it from the bj^anches, it is then put under water a ttw days to rot
Uie nnf.v bark, or soft vrgf-table covering ; when it is taken up, and
after drying, it is beat with sticks, and the substance left is a tim- black
string or fibre, not unlike a horse hair, with the exception that it hasjoints
fi-^m which the branches issue when growing. It is nov/ tit for use. Mat-
tresses made with this moss do not harden as soon as hair Uiattresses, but
they become p^t.er some time dusty, and require to be opened the moss
taken to pieces, and beat again with sticks, and when lejjlaced, it is

better than at first, being more elastic and not so liable to acquire or
make dust.

On first visiting a tree on which this substance grows, you are induced
to believe that it haa no root or fastening, but merely suspending from
the branches, depending solely on the aii' for its nouiishment. But on
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examination I found It firmly rooted in the apertupea of the bark of Vie
limbs of the trees, from which root there extended branches so numei*-
ous that it would be ver}' difficult either to trace or count them ; hence
the deception, and so great, that some have said that the yaoss does not
gpi'ow from, but is merely suspended to the bi'anches ofthe trees, appaP-
tMitly without vegetable life. But this is a mistake ; it flowers in its sea*

son, and beiu'S a heautiful and a small pod full of seeds. The pod is

about an incii long, and; as thi«k a^ a stout darning needle. The lldwer
is yellow.

[i 2] STACK-ISLAND not long since was famed for a band ofcoOji-
terteitiTS, horse thieves, robbers, murderers, &c. who made this part of
the IVIississippi a place of manufacture and deposit From hence they
wouid sully forth, stop boats, buy horses, flour, whiskey, &c. and pay for

ali in fine new notes of the ^* jirst water.'" Their villanies, after many
severe loss.es sustained hy innocent, good men, unsuspecting the cheat,
became not-uiious, and afttr several years search and pursuit ot"the civil,

and in some cases the cZw^-law, against tliis band of iticnsters, they hav^
at length disappeared.

\_k 2] Y VZGO. Mr. Hutehins observes the moutli of this river »S

upwards of 100 yards broad, and was found by Mr. Ganld to be in lati-

tude .J'2*' 37?jj. and by Mr. Purcel 2>::P- 28m. noi-th Th-i high waters of
the Mississippi back up the Yazoo several miles, and cross the eonnti-y

*nd fall in agiihi by several channels above the Walnut bills. The Ya-
2roo takes its rise in Georgia, and running from the north-east, glides

through a healthy, fertile, pleasant country, greatly resembUng that about

the Natchez. It is rendered famous of late years, especially in the histo-

ry ofAmerican land speculation, (than which on this head no country per-

hiips ever groaned under heavier curses,) and from fraudulent sales of au
immense track of land on it, arising out of a fraudulent act of the Georgia
tej^ishtture, the transaction at.d the country itselfare now well known by
th' name of the ** ij'ia^oo speculation.''^ It has cost the United States.

tlKJUsands of dollars in deliates on the floor ofCongress, and posterity will

not get clear of it short of millions in litigation. The couiitry on the Ya-
zoo is well watered by springs and brooks, some of the latter affording

Seats for mills. Twenty miles up the river the cane diminishes, and is

scarcely to be seen. The Chactaws and Chickasaws have towns on the

eastern and north-west branches of the Yazoo, 150 miles from the Mis-

sissippi. The navigation is practicable with large boats to the fork of

those blanches, which unite 50 miles from the mouth, and higher up with

s\<va\\ crafts. There are stones near the Yazoo, well calculated for build-

ing, a circumstance favor;ible to this part of the country, these being sel-

dom to be met with lower down, and Hutehins says, that " between the

Petit Goufre, 31 miles above Natchez, and the Belize, there is not a

stone to be seen any where near the river." This however is not strict-

ly true, for there are considerable rocks of tlie granite kind at tlu; lower

landing at Natchez, seen at low water, but which appear to be of recent

giowth, and probably foi-med since Mr. Hutehins' survey of the river.

Ti)erc is also a vein of rock running horizontally through the hill about

half way up the bluif as you ascend from the lower landii.'^. It is regular-

ly formed, very hard and strong, and about one inch thick, and appears

of recent formation ; tlie earth for an inch above and below this vein,

a[)pear3 to be changing from o fine san*' and day origin, and incorporat-

ing itself by the slow but regular order of u.ature, with the already form-

ed vein of rock, which, in fifty or an hundred years may be streng

enough to maiiitain tlie fulling bluff.
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Twelve miles from the mouth of the Yazoo, on the south side, are the

Yazoo hills. There is a cliff of solid rock at the landing place, on which

are seen a Vi- -iety of broken and some entire sea-shells Four miles fur-

ther up is the p!;\ce called the Ball Ground, near which a church. Out
St, Peter, and h French settlement for.nerly stood. They were destroy-

ed by th- Yazoo Indians in I7'i9, a nation long since extinct.

The mouth of the Vaauo is the northern boundary of the Mississippi

Territory.

[Zi] WALNUT HILLS. As a man lost in the wootls is delighted to

hearth' crowing: of the domestic cock, or the sound of the W'Tod man's
axe, so are his senses charmed as soon as those truely picturesque hills

heave in sight. After a, dull uniformity of a flat swampy forest for six

or seven huu Ired miles, you now behold a hr)\(\ but gradually rising ground
of five or six hundred feet in height; and near two miles in extent,

covere<l with a fi;ie cilture of cotto:i and corn, w lose rows are s<)

varied in direction by the numei ous hillocks and gullies on the side

of the hills, as to give great beauty and variety to the whole, which,
in the spring Reason (March) look like one extensive garden, cropped
by several tenants. There are. several farms aiijoining, owned, however,
by a Mr. Turnbull, from South Cacoiina, who resides here, and whose
numerous buildings, dwelling houses, gin-house, negro-quarters, &,c.

look like a little village.

Some few years ago, judge , a gentleman also from S. C.iroli-

na, laid out the front of those hills into lots, with the view of formino- a
town. His title, hov/ever, in a suit at law with the present piopi-ietor,
pi'oved invalid, and he was ousted, and tlu; town fell thj*ough.

On the summit of these hills h still to be seen tiie site it F jit M'FIenrvj .

windif\g up to which is also seen the old i-o^d —The hills take their name
f'om the walnut tree (juglans nigra,) which used to grow here in great
abundance.

Th'? peach tree blooms here in the middle of Fcbruaiy, and other ve-
getation equally forwai-jl. There is a handsome stream of water descends
from these hills Into the river, but it is of i\ bad f]ualitv. From Uie sum-
mit of these hills you have a most chirraing view of the Mississippi for
many miles above and below, and of the suiiounding country.

[m 2") THIS river comes in on the left ?id - of the Missis^ppi at the
Grand Gulf and extends- 200 milas into the interior of the Mississippi
t.uTitory. It affor Is good navigatica in flofjds forheavv fiat b.oats 50 miles.
up, and small crafts goto nt^ar its sourci, and within fifteen miles ofand»
vigable l^ranch ofPear! river, a fine navigable stream empt/ingir. at ihe
Regolets, the outlet of lake Ponchartraln.

The Big Black (bi Lousa Chitlo) is about 40 qr 50 yards wide at its

mouth. A mile and a half up it the high lands are clo.?- on the li'^ht and
are much broken. Ten miles furthei* ti-.e binds are near the river on
the left Six miles further the hi<h an?] broken lamls appear on both
sides with springs of water. This land on the left was chosen by gener--
al Putnam, captain Enos, ^fj-. Lyman, and other New England adven-
turers, as a proper place for a town ; and by ordf^r of the governoi- and
council of West Florida in 1773, it was reserved for the capital. The
country round is very fit for settlement. Six miles above this there is
rapid water, stones and gravel bottom, 150 yards in length, and in-oae
place a firm i-oek almost across the river, and as much of it bare, when
the water is at a moderate height, as confines the stream to oearly 2A
feet ; and the channel is about four feet deep.

Y P.
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\ji 2] RED RIVl'lU taktis its wurce ia trie Goixlilleras, at no great;

distance north of Stn. Fe. In length it is about tlie same with the Arkan-
sas. It is navigjible six or eit^ht hundred miles, with scarcely any ob-
struction. There is at that ])oint a curious raft, t'ormed of logs and earth,

which entirely covers its channel ; trees are gi'owing upon it, and one
might pass over without perceiving the river. lied river runs in a vallej'-

oa an average fifteeii miles wide, for at least eiglit hundi'ed miles, which
!§ every where intersected «*,ith bayoux, and large lakes. The naviga.

tio.i meets with the first impediment one hundred and fifty miles up.
The fulls or rap'ds are about two miles in length, the bi'eadth of the river

two hundred and fifty yurds. They ai-e (xicasioned by a soft rock of fi-ee

sLone : the greatest pitch in low watei', not being more than eight or nine
inches. This river miglit with much more justice than the Mississippij

be called the American Nile. A ccxmtry lits on its boixlers more exten-
sive th-^n Egypt, and of a soil the i ichest perhaps in the world. Its wa-
ters, which are not potable, are very red, impregnated with some miners-
aJ. The river is remarkably narrow ; it seldom spreads to the width of

two hundred and fifty yards, and is more generally contracted to one hun- .

dJred; it is also exceedingly crooked. The annual swell, which is early
in the spnng of tiie year, raises the water fifty oi- sixty feet, when it flows

with great rapidity : but during the summer and season of. low water, it

is sunk within deep and ragged clay banks, of anunsiglitly appearance,
and h:)s not more than eight or ten feet of water. 'ITie outlets from
this river are more numerous than even from the Mississippi, and joined
by streams which flow from the uplands, or pine woods. The course of
the river is constantly subject to enange ; many of the bayoux which at

pi esent appear inconsiderable, at no distant period eonstitutfed the bed oC
the principal river.

[o 2] TO give the reader an idea of the fertility of the soil and lux- .

Unanceofthe productions of an island near the mruth of this river, it may-
Bof be aii»iss to give him ihe wonls of the celebrated Americjm traveller

and botanist, Mr. ^Vm. Bartram, in his book of tiavels through North
^id South Carolina, Georgia, East and West Florida, in the years 1773
to 1778.
" The island 13 six or seven miles in length, and four or five in Avidthj

i nclodingthe salt marshes and plains, which invest it on eveiy side, I believe^

we niay only except a narrow strand at the south end of it, washed by the
>ake Boigone at the Regolets, wliich is a promontory composed of banks
©fseashelisanr! .sand, cast up by the force of winds.^ and the surf of the
lake : these shells are chiefly a small species of white clam shells, called

ies soquelles. Here are a few shruls. growing on these shelly heights,

viz. Rh.iranus frangula, Sideroxilon, Myrica, Zanthoxilon clava Hercu=
lis, Juniperus Americana, Lysium salspm ; togethei* with several new
genera and species of (he herbaceous and suffiuticose tribes, Croton, Stil-

iingiJi, &c. but particularly a species of IVlimosa (Mimosa virgatia) which
in respect of the elegancy of its pinnated leaves, cannot be exceeded by
any of that ceL'brated family. It is a perennial plant, sending up many
nearly erect sfems, from the root or source, these divide themselves into

naany ascendant slender rrds like branches, whic/i are ornamented with
doiibl*^ pinnated leaves, of a most delicate formation. The compound
flowers* are of a ])ale yellow, collected together in a small oblong head,
tjpon a long sLnder peduncle, the legiimers are iftt-ge, hwiated and flat,

placed in a spiral or contorted manner, each containing several hard corn-

presstnl seed, oi' liftle beao«.

The interior and by far the greatest part of the island consists of high
land; the soil to appearance a heap ofaea/Sftod in aome places, with,aia
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sfJeiixture of sea shells, this soil, aotwithstanding it* sandy and steril ap-

peai-ance, when divested of its natural vegetative attire, has, from what

cause I know not, a continual resource of fertility within itseif, the sur-

face of the earth, after being cleared of its ongin»l vegetable prorluctions,

exposed a few seasons to tlie" sun, winds and triturations of agriculture,

appears scai-cely any thing but heaps of white sand, yet it produces Cora

rZea) Indigo, Batatas, Beans, Peas, Cotton, Tobacco, and almost eve-

ry sort of esculent vegeUible, in a degree of luxumncy veiy surprising

and ui^xpected, year after year, incessantly, without any addition of ar-

tifkial manure or compost ; there is indeed a foundation of strong adhe*

siveclay, consisting of stratas of variofis colours, v.hich I discovered by
examining a well, lately dug in Mr. Rurasey's yard ; but its lyirvg at a

great depth under the surface, the roots of small shmbs and herbage,

cannot reach near to it, or receive anj- benefit, unless we may supi>ose,

that asc-mding fames or ex'.alations, from this bed of clay, may have a

vivific nutritive quality, and be received by the fibres of the roots, or be-

ing condensed in the atuiosphere by noctamal chills, fall with dews upon
the leaves and twigs of these plants, and there absorbed, become nutri-

tive or exhilarating to them.
Besides the native forest trees atid shrRbs already noted, manured fruit

trees arrive in this island to the utmost degree of perfection, as Pears,

Peaches, Figs, Grape Vines, Plumbs, &c of the last mentioned genus,

there is a native species grows in this island, which produce their large ob-

long crimson fruit in prodigious abundance ; the fruit, though of a most en-

JiciDg a[>pearanee, are rather too tart, yet are agreeable eating, at sultry

noon, in tliis bvtming cliinate ; they afford a most delicious and reviving

TOHrmalade, when preserved in sugnr, and make excellent tarts: the
tree grows about twelve feet high, the top spreading, the branches spi-

nv and the leaves broad, nervous, serrated, and terminate with a subula» -

ted point."

As an ins-anC9 of t'v^ sahibi'ity of the atmosphere on this island, Mr.
B ivti-am observes, "The French gentle nan (propinetor of the planta-
tion) was near eighty years old, his hair almost white with age, yet he
appeared active, strong and muscular, and his mother who was present,
wasonehtmdred and five years old, active and cheerful, her eyes seem=
ed as brisk and sparkling as youth, but of a diminutive size, not half the
stature and weight of her son ; it was now above fifty yeai-s since she
came into America from old France.

[/> 2] THE French began to b*iild New Orleans in 1720, and two*
yeai's afterwards it became the seat of government.
This dty, tiie great mart of all the wealth of the western world, is sit-

uated on the east bank of the Mississipi, about one hundred and nine*
in les (following the meanders of the river) fron the sea, and in twentj^-
nij»e degrees, fifty-seven minutes, twenty-seven seconds, north latitude,
and ninety degrees, seventeen minutes,' thiity-seven seconds, west lon-
gitude. At the time it fell into o»i:- hands, it contained about one thou-
sand houses, and eight thousand inhabitants, ineluding. blacks and people
of color.

Six complete squares are embraced by the city. The fronts of these
are three hundred and nineteen English feet in length, and extend north,
thirls--two degtees east, and south, thirty two degrees we.st. and are in-
tersected by twelve streets at right nngies. Each sqnare is divided into
twelve lots. Five of them measure sixtv* by one hundred and twenty
feet. On the opposite side are two kev lots, which measure sixty by
one hundred aad fiftj' feet. The streets are thirty-seven feet and a half
in width. On ihe baek part of the city are two narrow rows of bwldinga,
«»averging to a point.
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The grounf^ plot of the city may be considered as a plain, incHning
north-west two points, west. It has a descent of about six feet from the
bank of the river to the palisades in the rear of the buildings, and about
-three feet more to St. John's creek at its medium height. The lands in
all the low countiy, gradually descend from the river, and soon terminate
in lak( s or SM^amps.

Nearly the whole of the old hotises are of wood, one stoiy high, and
make an ordinary appearance. The suburbs on the upper or north end
of the city, have been built since the fire in 1794, and contain about two
hundred and fifteen houses, mostly composed of cypress wood, and gene-
rally covered w ith shingles or.clapboards. Among them is one elegant
brick house covered with tile. Several of them are two stories high, and
two in the same quarter three stories high. One of them cost eigh-
ty thousand dollai-s, and the rest from fifteen to twenty tliousand
dollars. They are plastered on the outside with white or colored
mortar; this, as frosts are seldom severe in the climate, lasts many
years; it beautifies the buildings, and presei'ves the bricks, which from
the negligence oi- parsimony of the manufacturers, are usually too soft to
resist the weather.

In New Orleans, as in all other parts of the low countiy, the houses
have no cellars under ground; w:iter is generally found within 2 or 3
feet of the surface, especially in wet seasons. The wells rarely exceed
fifteen feet in depth. The Water in them is clear, free from salt, but
unpleasant to the taste.

The following are the public buildings: the cathedral, the town house,
the prison, the barracks, the hospital, the convent and church, the chari-
ty hospital arid chureb, the government house and stores, and some oth-
ers of inferior note, which will be cursorilv mentioned.

. The cathedral '^tanfls at the h'^ad of a spacious open square, about four
hundred feet from the river. This bnilding is of brick extending about
ninety feet on the street, and one hundred and twenty back of it. The
roof is covered with flat and hollov.' tile, supported by ten large brick coW
nmns, which are plastered, and affoi-d an agreeable appearance. Each
front corner has a tower considerably elevated, and the southerly one
contains two small bel^s. This church has likewise a sm-dl organ, but on
the whole is much less decorated than other catholic places of -w orship.

It was governed by a bishop/two canons, one grand vicar, one parish

priest, and four subordinate priests. Considerable funds in houses apper-
tain to it. The bishop received an annual salr<i-v of four thousand dol-

lars, charged on the rev.-'nues of some southern bishopric : t' '• canois a^
bout seven hundred and twenty dollars, and the other pi-iests about three
hundred and sixty dollars each, exchlf^iA^e of rasnal benefits arising from
marriages, burials and the like. The'.'e v/ere likewise a few capouchins,
and friars of the order of cnrmelites, who were paid by the crown.
The town house is rather an elegant building, two stories high, and a-

bout ninety feet long, with an arched portico, both above and below, a-

long its whole front. The upper arches are glazed, which adds much
to the beauty of the structure. The Spaniards occupied one part of
the ground stoty as a guard house, and permitted a notary to occupy
the other as an office, '^The upper story was appropriated to the use of
the cabildo.

In the rear of the town house, and adjoining to it, is the prison. Un-
der the Spanish government it was a wietebed resceptacle pf vice and
misejy ; like the grave it received manv tenants.^ who were soon forgot-

ten by the world : Some of them perished with age and disease, pnd
others by the hands of assassins. Criminals, under sentence of death,

were often kept immured within its walls for years ; owing either to the
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tSriliness of lonitj- of the triliuaal at the Havanna, without whose appvot
al no sentence oi death could be carried into execution.

The public bari-acks are situated at tlie lower end ot' the front street.

They are accommodated witli a spacious area, surrounded by a bricS

wail, as also an extensive parade ground between them and the ri-

ver. The buildings are of briek, and one stoi7 high, covered with shin-

gles, and calculated to receive about fifteen hundred men. They were
fcuiltby the French, and have a spacious arcade in front and rear.

The building cfenominated the king's hospital, is on the same line, but

higher up. It was originally intended as a reeeptacle few the siek and
diseased belonging to the army and navy. It will accommodate about

©ne hundred aiul fifty patients, and affords to the miserable a tolerable a*

sjium.
The convent of the Ursuline nuns is situated on the upper ade of the

baiTacks, and beyond the hospital, which stands nearer the line of the
street. This was hkewise built by the French : It is of lu'ick, and spa-

cious; covered with shingles, and two stories high. .\n extensive gar-

den is attached to it, extremely prcnluctive of fruit and vegetables. It

will accommodate about fifty nuns, and from seventy to eighty young fet-

males, who resort to it for their education. Attached to the convent is a
small house containing three rooms, dWided longitudinally from each o-

ther by double gratings about six inches asunder, with apertures abou4
wo inches square, where strangers may see and converse with the nuns
and boarders, on particular business. Near to the main building, and on
the street, stands an old school house, where the female children of tke
citizens appeal' at ceiiiiin fixed hours to be gratuitously instructed in wri-

ting, reading, and arithmetic. This religious institution is possessed of
considerable funds. Each nun on taking the final vow, or black veil, de-
posits fifteen hundred doUarSj if she be able, which becomes part of the
eommon stock, and cannot be alienated. The chureh belonging to the
convent is small, And was the gift of a gentleman v.ho (-lied a few years a-

go It New Orleans. He was in early life a notary, and by various specu-
latio'ts amassed an immense property, and failtd at last to leare an un-
spotted name behind him. He Iik(•w^se feu'lt the cathedral chty-ch and
ch rity hospital, and endeavoured by acts of beneficence near the end of
his days, fo atone for the errors of his youth.

The chanty hospital stands on the westerly or back part of the city.—
Poor Spanish subjects, and sometimes strangers, (provided they paid
half a dollar per day) were admitted into this .isylum. Those entirely
destitute were admitted gratis.—They had medicine, sustenance, and o-
ther aid^afibrded them.
The government house stands (m the front street, and on the fifth

square, I'eckoning from the upper side, and one hundi-ed ft-et from the
river. It is an ancient building, erected by the French, and two stories

high, with galleries or ai'cailes round the whole of it. The lower front
was formerly occupied by the governmental sreretary, and the clerks of
offices. Tliis structure is indifferent, both as to arehit' cture and conve-
nience.

On the south-westerly part of the same sq uare were the lodges and sta-

bles of the regular dragoons ; which, with the gard n belonging to the
government house, occupy about four-fifths of the square.
On the corners of the second and third squares, lower down, are the

public stores, built of brick, extending about thirty five feet on front
street, and about two hnnch-ed feet on a cross street. They are one sto-

r\- high, and were built by the French.
On the opposite, or southerly side of the stores, is the artil'ery yard,'

oa- Qiflnance depot, .
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Oppoaiteto this, on the very bank of the river, is the market house»
ttrhich is usually furnished with beef, pork, some mullanl and veal ; fish
of several sorts in ahuiwiance, and cheap ; wild ducks and other game in
season j tame turkies, fowls, ducks, and geese ; and vegetables of all kinds
dui'iug the whole year.

The Spaniards had the advantage of a free school, in which boys were
instructed in the rudiments of their langjtage. The two teachers attach-
ed to it were paid by the crown
The grand powder magazine of the French and Spaniaixle, is sit-

uated over against the government house, on the opposite side of the
river, where a guard was always stationed, and genei-ally relieved week-
*r-

During the administration ofthe baron Carondelet, between 1791, and
1796, a ditch was extended round the city, of about eighteen feet in
width, with ramparts of earth, and palisades nearly six feet high, along
theinteiioror inner side oflhem. Five large bastions were erected at
proper distances, and likewise five intervening redoubts. The bastions
were regularly constructed. Each of them was furnished with a ban-
quette, rampart, parapet, ditch, covered way, and glacis. The curtains
were wholly formed of palisades, i)lanted at a small distance from each
other, and therefore not capable of much defence, even against musket
balls; they had a banquette within, and a ditcli and glacis without. A
small redoubt or ravelin was j)laced in the centre of each biistion ; and
all the latter were of sufficient size to admit of sixteen embrasures, four

in each face, three in each flank, and two in the gorge facing the city.

These works ofdefence were badly supplied with ordnance. Few of

the bastions were furnished with more than four or five pieces of can-
non. That on the east or lower end of the city, had its full complement j

and the covered way was likewise pretty well supplied. This arrange-
ment or distribution of the oi"dnaace v.as rather singular; it seemed to be
mounted on those places the most invulnerable, and the least liable to be
attacked. An as.sault by way of the sen v, as hardly to be expected, es-

pecially as the river was well defended eighteen miles below, and as a
fleet wholly unobstructed by land batteries, Avouid find it extremely dif-

ficult to ascend agamst tiie rapidity of the current. I'he south west bas-

tion, with a couiiterguard and ti'averses, and a small redoubt on the back
of the rivei', constituted the whole defence on itie upper slue of the city.

The fir.'it was usually supplied with ten or twelve, and the second with

five pieces of cannon. Not more than ten pieces, however, could be
brought to bear on any body ofmen descending the river. As soon as an
enemy landed on the oj»en banks, which was by no means difficult, the

bastions becam<i totally useless. A skilful ofiicer at the head ofdisciplin-

ed troops, in any degree acquainted with the country, would have expe-

I'ienc'jd no gi-eat trouble from these works, especially as thuy were most-

ly defended by raw militia, among whom regular duty was irksome, and
«3nsidered as a grievance.

The inhabitants and others passed in and out of the city by means of

four gates. The two next the river were the most considerable, ami
they were situated sixteen Imndred and twenty yai-ds from each other.

The two in the rear, or on the back part of the city, were of much less

note ; one ofthem was placed on the road leading to lake Ponchartrahi

:

They were defended by a breast work of no gieat strength or utility. All

the gates were of wood, formed of palisades ten or twelve feet long They
were shut every night at nine o'clock, an<i after that hour no one was
permitted to walk the streets without leave from the governor ; those

who transgi'essed this regulation were seized by the guards, and detained
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till morning. Hoase servants, by particular indulgence, were soroetimet
allowed to pass the sti'eets on business tor their masters or mistinesses till

eleven o'clock.

Exclusive ofthe fire in 1794, already meirtioiied, New Orleans suffer-

ed by a prior one in 1788. when about nine hundred wooden buildings of
all descriptions, mc^ly old, were reduced to ashes. Those built on their
ruins have contributed to the beauty of the city.

Such in some decree were the ft atures of New Orleans at the time it

fell into the hands of the United States. Since that period it has been
greatly improved ; population has increased ; new springs are given to

commerce, pi-operty immensely augmented in value ; the works repaired

and strengthened, and much additional security afforded to the capital of
XiOuisiatia.

Stoddcu^fTs Sketches.
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JL BRIEF IfOTICE OV THE SPRINGS, MI^ES, CrBIOSITIES, &C. ON THE

WESTERN WATERS, AND SOME OF THOSE OF LOT7ISI4.NA.

A CELEK HATED AtTTHOR,* in his obsei vatioDS on our western waterF,
has suggested an idea, that "the whole scope of country fiora above a
range ot" mountains which cross the Ohio somewhere below the falls, as
high up as Pittsburgh, and bordering lake Erie, was once overwhelmed
>vith water, forming aa immense lake. That the summit of those hills

was sufliciently high to do this, and that by some great convulsion of na-
ture, this barrier Avas rent to its base, and the waters being thus let loose,

the lake above was drained, and the floods centiing from all parts of

the higher to the lower grounds, formed the bed of the river now called

©hia"
This great revolution of watere, our author thinks, changed the face

Qf the eounti7\ and filled our hills with vast bodies of logs, drift-wood,

leaves, he. which, through time, have formed those veins, of fine stone-

coal, of which Ave reap the benefit daily. As a corroboration of this idea

of Mr. Volney, thei-e is frequently found in our coal small pieces resem-

bling exactly the grain of the Avood, and the bark of a tree ; and it retains

this"appearance even after it has gone through the fire and reduced to

siiuder. Red pieces of cinder are also frequently discovered, resembling

crocos, and which answers our silversmiths (or the same purposes as

does that substance. It also answers instead of emery, for sharperjing

knives, razors, &c. if it be well pounded, sifted and mixed with sweet-

Oil.

Near Georgetown, about 38 miles below Pittsburgh, on the Ohio, a

mine of gold has been discovered, a specimen of M'hich having been tried

by a silversniith in Pittsburgh, who declared it to be pirre virgin gold,

%d without alloy. The lump prwluced had the appearance of having

been found in a i-unning water.

A clay well calculated for the manufacture of delf-Avare, smoking

pipes, &c. has lately been discovered near Pittsburgh In a cretk erap-

'Jlying into the Allegheny a small distance above Pitt'burgh, is found a
Stone which answers every purpose of the oil-stone made use of by car-

penters, joiners, he. On the side of the hill to the east ofthe Alleglieny

river, about two miles above Pittsbm-gh, is a spHng, the waters of which

have perfoi-raed cures for the cholera morbis. It also cures the inflam-

matory sore eyes. It is called the Alum Spring, tasting strongly of that

jnineral.

On thfe Great Kenhawa, opposite the mouth of Cripple creek, Mont-

oomei-j' comity Va. are mines of lead ; the metal of which is accompa-

*^ied Avith a portion of silver, too small, however, to be worth the Vfonbje

jy- '

* Volneif\t View of Americ^.
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of separation. The peilion yielded is from 5© to SOlbs pure naetal from
lOOiis of washed ore. On the opposite side of the river, one mile
from the ore bank, is a furnace which works about twenty-five tons of
lead a year.

Valuable lead mines are said to abound in Cumberland, below the
taouth of Red River. And in a hill between Cumberland and Tennes-
see x-ivers, is a bank of -white earthy of gi-eat extent, supposed to be good
for making a fine kind of earthen ware, and a short distance from it is a
bank o( red clay, which is mixed with water and made use of for paint-

ing-

On Rock river, which empties into the Mississippi, very valuable lead

mines abound, and which are said to be the most extensive on the west-
ei'n waters—these are very little worked.
About 60 miles N. W. of Pittsburgh, and not far from the line be-

tween the states of Ohio and PennsyU-ania, is a salt spring, the water of
which being weak, very little attention is paid to it as yet. There are
considerable salt-works carried on within about 30 miles of Chilicotlie, like-

wise a bank of fine yellow ochre near that place, Ohio state.

Large salt springs abound at the Blue Lick, Big Bone, Bullet's Lick;
and on the north fork of Holstein ; the waters of these springs yield from
one to one bushel and a half of salt from 1000 gallons of water, being a-

bout 80!bs of water to lib. of salt i but of sea-water 25lbs yield lib. of

salt. On the Youghiogheny at Turkey foot is a salt spring ; the river,

iiowever, ovsi-flows it, except in verj' low water—tliis spring is not work-
ed.

Mr. JefFei'son, in his Notes, observes that "in the low grounds of the
Great K( nhawa, 7 miles above the niouth of Elk river, and 67 above that
of Kenhawa itself, is a hole in the eailh of t!ie capacity of 30 or 40 gal-

lons, from which issnes constantly bituminous vapor, in so strong a cur-
rent, as to give to the sand about its orifice the motion which it has in a.

boiling spring. On presenting a lighted candle or torch within 18 inches
of the hale, it fi^imes up in a column of 18 inches in diameter, and 4 or 5
feet in height, which sometimes burns out in 20 minutes, and at other
times has been known to continue 3 days, and then has been left still burn-
ing. The flame is unsteady, of the density of that of burning spirits, and
smells like burning pit-coal. Water som times collects in the b sin,

which is rcma-.-kably cold, and is kept in ebullition bv the vapor issuing

througb it. If the vapor be fired in that st te the water soon becomes
so irai;m that the hand cannot bear it, and evaporates wholly in a shoil
time. ^

*'A similar orie to this is on Sandy mver, the flame of which is a col-

umn of about 12 inches in diameter, and 3 fef t high."
Iron mines are said to have been found between the Muskingum and

the Ohio, othei's in Kentucky, between the Cumberland and Barren
I'ivers, between Cumberland and Tennessee, on Reedy creek, near the
Long Isl;\nd, and on Chesnut creek, a branch of the Great Kenhawa.
On the Youghiogheny and its branches, ai'ei v:-r}' valuable iron ore

banks, and on Big Beaver creek mines of ore have been discovered.
• What is called the Iron Banks on the Mississippi are said by compe-
tent judges to have no ore in them. And indeed Avhat is as yet knoMn
of that country, it seems to m ant iron, though rich m other mines, of lead
especially.
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Thefolio-wing description of the Hot Springs and Volcanic appearan-

ces in the country adjoining the river Ouacbitta, in Louisianayis ex-

traded from the JSilsw York " Medical liepository" vol. 9, p. 47.

** During the summer of 1804, several »,)ersons, residents ofthe Missis-

sippi Territory, visited the liot springs, and traversed the coanity of the

Ouachitta ; some from motives of cui-iosity, others on account of their

health : A.mong the latter was Major E a gentleman of the first respect-

ability in this tei ritoiy. To him 1 am indebted for the greater part of the

inibrmi.tion cont:iined in the following observations.

The Ouachitta is a liver of liOuisiana; it empties into the Red River,

30 miles from the junction of the Red River, and the Mississippi, near

the line of denmrkation. Tlie Ouachitta runs nearly a south-south -east

course, and can be ascended in boats a distance of 600 niili s. to whtre it

forks. The hot springs are ItiO miles below the forks, situated between
the 3ith and 35t]i degree of north latitude, on a creek that falls into the

river, and are about tea miles distant from it

The lands on the Ouachitta, especially in the neighborhood of the hot

springs, are high, poor,bioken and stony. This is tlie state of the Oua-

chitta lands generally, except near its mouth, where, for a short distance

on each side, tlie lands are low, level and fertile, but for the most part

subject to be overfloM-n.

** The timber on the liigh lands consists of pine, black jack, and moun-
tain oak. 8i!ex or Hint, with its various combinations, often in the form

of granite, is the stone most commonly met with. Schistus, or slate, ex-

ists likewise in considerable quantities. Fine specimens of rock-cjystal

from that place have been presented to me:, the form is of an hexahe-

dral prism, teririinated by pyramids of an equal number of sides.

"1 have received a number of specimens of the minerals of the coun-

try. They were supposed, from their yellow and white metalhc appear-

ance, to contain the precious metals. But after a careful analysis, I

could not discover any portion of gold or silver. They were composed

principally of the following ores: Antimony, mineralized by sulphur, of

a bluish grey metallic api)earance, with a radiated crystallization, com-

posed of slender hexahedral prisms, zinc, mineralized by sulphur, form-

ing the ore called blende :—feld.'^pai , of a white, inclining to a red color,

granulated texture, the surface covered with crystal, of a rectangu-

lar form, and veiy brilliant; black schorl, with pieces of quartz inter-

mixed.
" Volcanic productions are common. The face of the country bears

strong marks of fire. \ rapid decomposition of mineral bodies below

the surface still appears to go on. Major E. during his stay last sun-.iner

at the s\)rings, witnessed a gi-eat explosion of one of the mountains in the

•vicinitv, attended with the sensation of an eai-thquake. An immense col-

umn of flame and srank^ was seen to ascend a great distance : one of

his huntei's v/us near the place at the time. He visited the mountain the

dav after the eru])tion, an<l observed lava still flowing in the fissure caus-

ed bv the explosion.

'*l'he hot springs are considerable in point of number. They arise

from the side of a hill, at the distance ofa quarter of a mile from the

creek. Major E. suppos-'d the heat during the dry st;ason, to be at the

boiling point. Meat was boiled in them in a shorter space of time thati

could be accomplished by a culinary fii'e ; they were n\ade use of to pre-

pare both tea and coftee. The temperature of these si)ringsis influen-

ced by the season. Dui-ingthe months of June and July, T804, it was veiT

diy, no raiji fell daring that time. The waters were diminished in quan-
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tity, and the degree of heat was so great, that persons could not exp Se
themselves to the vapor, whicli is the usual mode adopted by those who
visit thera on account of their health.

** These hot spi-ings have been, for some time, much celebrated by
people settled in their neighborhood, on the Mississippi and its branches,

for tiieir efficacy in caring or relieving chi-onie pains, paralytic afiectioas,

and inability to motion generally. The [n<lians have, time immemorial,
rfsortef! to thera on account of their medicinal virtues. The gi-ound a-

round thent is <5a'1ed by the aborigines, the land ofpeace. Hostile tribes-,

while here, remain at harmony with each other.
** Many of the white hunters, who are very liable to disease from ex-

posure to the vicissitudes of climate and season, have been restoi-cd by tfie

use of these springs, from a state of entire inability of motion, to com-
plete health and activity.

*' The water of th ^ hot springs is soft and limpid, without sraeil. The
taste is agreeable. It is drank after it becomes cool, and used for eveiy
other purpose in preference to the water of the cold springs in the vlcin=

ity.

'* I receiv 'd a quavjtity of it bottled and sealed. After a careful analysis,

by evaporation and precipitation, I found that it contained less mineral
impregnation than water usually does. Litmus paper, lime water, the ni-

trate of silver, the oxatic acid, alcohol of galls, and the ]n'ussiate of lime,

indicated the presence of a small poilion of carbonic acid, seme of the

muriate of sfxla, a small quantity of ctiicareous matter, and a scarcely per-
ceptible portion of iron. Muriate of baiytes, spirits of ammoniac, cans-

tic pot-ash, .'icetate of lead, nitrate of mercury, the sulphuric and muri-
atic acids, with many other re-agents, c<iiumonly used to detect miner-
als, produced no effect.

*' As hot waters are usually impi'egnated with minerals tiieir heat has
been accounted for by their corning in contact with pyritous substances.

But the water of these springs, notwithstanding its great heat, would «p«
pear from this P.najysis, to be purer than spring « ater generally ; v. e,

therefore, cannot account for tiis tieat, by contact with mineral bodies in.

a state of dtcompo.sition. These spring-! ai'e similar In this respect to the
M'aler of the spn-ing of Geyser, in Iceland, the temperature of which is

212 degrees the boiling point; yet the celebrated Dr. Rlack, who ana-
lyzed the watei', found it to be pure. From whence then does the heat
of these springs arise, which, during a dry season are at the boiling point,

and next to those of Iceland, are the hottest known .i" It is probable that

a rapid decomposition of mineral l»otlies exists below the strati over
which the watei- of these s])rhigs flows. l"he volcassiic appearance of
the country strengthens the suprjosition. The caloric, evolved by the de-
composing minerals, may permeate the subjacent strata, and be received
by the water.

" The great relief experienced by persons who have visited these
springs, the healthfulness of the climate, and the security derived from
the Arnei'ican governiuent, will render t'lem in time, a valuable acquisU
tion to our citizens on the Mississippi and its branches."

"At about 300 miles from the Aallage, of the Great Osages, in a west-
erly, direction, aftei- having crossed several streams of the Arkansas, the
ti'aveller comes to a low bottom, surrounded by hills of a vast extent.
This valley is about 15 leagues across.—The soil is a black sand, very
fine, and so hvu-d that horses scarcely le:ive any tracks on it. During the
hot and dry season, vapors rise from this bottom, which condense and fall

back upon the black sand, covering it with a layer of exceedingly white
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and fine salt, about half an inch thick. The rains wash away this accu-
mulation. At about 18 miles from this bottom, he meets with mines of
sal gem on the very surface of the earth.—The Indians wlio are perfect-
ly acquainted with it, are obliged to make use of levers to break it up,
and loosen it. At about 15 leagues distance from the last mentioned
place, to the south, thei-e is a second mine of sal gem, of the same nature
with the first. They only difftr in color; the former being white, and
the other of a reddish hue. Further south, and still upon the streams of
the Arkansas, there is a saline, which mny be considered as one of the
most interesting phenomena of nature.

'• On the declivity of a small hill, there are five holes about a foot

ind an half in diameter, and two feet deep. They are always full of a
very salt water, but never run over. Dip out as much as you phase,
there is no aiipaient diminution; the deficiency is instantly supplied:
and about ten feet lower down the hill there issues a spring of pure and
fresh watei". When these regions become peopled, the transpoitation of
this rock salt will be perfectly easy, by means of the Arkansas. Expe-
rieiicc has pixyved it to be preferable to every other kind in curing pro-
visions.

*' If these remarks, made without ordei", but with a scrupulous re-
gard to truth, should excite the curiosity of gentlemen who poss<sstaI-
eiits, and ax-e capable of goivig to the bottom of" matters which I b.ave

but siipe; ficjally touched, I cannot doubt that incalculable advantages
will res ilt from them, both to the United States and to the territory of-

Uonisiana.'*

JV. Y. Medical Bepodtory.

AN ACCOUNT OF LOUISIANA,

DISCOVERYj SETTLEMENT AND TRANSFER.

The country east and west of the Mississippi v,as called Florida by
Sebastian Cabot, who visited that part of tlie continent by order ofHemy
VIl. of England, about the year 1497.

John Pontio de Leon, a Spaniard, an-ived on the coast, anno 151'2, at-

tempted a settlement, and erected a small fort. The sul>jects of Charles
X. of France, serm to have made several attempts to settle this country,

but were still defeated by the Spaniards, until the year 1684, when Mons.
De la Sale discovered the mouth of the Mississippi, and built on the bay
a fort, which he called " Fort Lewis."—The founder having been assas-

sinat d, the fort was abandoned until anno 1698, when caj)tain Iberville

pen-^trated up the Mississippi, and having plmted a few settlers, called

the countiy Louisiana. Until this time the Spaniards had h few forts on
the const, of which Pensacola seems to have bt en the principal, which Is

14 leagu^^s east of the isle of Dauphin. About the year 1720, Mons. La
Sueur sailed up the St. Lewis river or Mississippi above 700 leagues from
its mouth, and he observes that the river is known to flow still fur-

ther up.

Fro n this time it remained in the hands of France, whose mona; chs

made several grants of its trade, in particular to Mr. Crosat in 1712, and
some years afterwards, with his acquiescence, to the well known compa-
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ay projected by Mr. Law, and whkh was relinquished in 1731. By a
secret convention on the 3d November, 1762, the French government
ceded so much of the province as lies beyond the Mississippi, as well as

the island of New Orleans, to Spain, and by the treaty of peace, which
followed in 1763, the whole territory of France and Spain, eastward of
the middle of the Mississippi to the ibtrviile, ther.ce througli the middle
of that river, and the lakes of Maurep:is and Fonchai train to the sea,.

was ceded to Great Britain. Spain having conquered tiie Floridas from
Great Britain, during our revolutionary war, they were confirmed to her
by the treaty of peace of \.TS3. By the treaiy of St Udcfonso, of the 1st

of Oct. 18U0, his catholic mnjesty pioniises and engages on his part to

cede back to the French Kepubiic, six months after the full and entire

execution of the conditions and stipulations therein contained, relative to

the duke of Parma, " the colony or province of Louisiana, with the same
extent tliat it actually has in the hands of Spain, that it had when France
possessed it, :aid such as it ougiit to be c^'tcr the treaties subsequently en-
tered into between Spain and other stiit:;s." This tretty Wi-.s coafirmed
and enforced by that of Madrid, of the 21st of March, 1801.—From
France it passed to us by the treaty of the 30th of Api il, 180.3, and was
taken regular possession of by oiu- government on the iJOth of l)ecember
following.

B0T7NDAHIES.

The precise boundaries of Louisiana, westwardly of the Mississippi,

though very extensive, are at p'-esent involvt-d in some obscurity, data
ai'e equally wanting; to assign with precision its northern extent.

" From
the source of the Mississippi, it is bounded eastward!, by the middle of
the channel of that river to the 31st degree of latitude : thence, it is as-

serted upon very strong grounds, that according to its limits, when for-

merly possessed by France, it sir^ iches to the east, as far, at least, as the
river Pertlido, which runs into the bay of Mexico, eastward of the riv;.r

Mobile,

DIVISIONS.

This province as held by Spain, including a part of West Florida, was
laid o2" into the following principal divisions r—Mobile, from Balise to

the city. New Oi leans and the counuy on both sides of lake Pouchar-
train, first'and second German coasts, Catahanose, Fourchc, Ven zuela,

Iberville, Galvez town. Baton Ilouge, Pointe Coupee, Aticapas, *i<elou-

Siis, Ouachitta, Avoyelles, Rapide, Natchitoches, Arkansas, and the Illi-

nois.

In the Illinois there wei-e commandants, at New Madrid, St. Gene-
vieve, New Bourbon, St. Charles and St. Andrews, all of wb.ich were
subordinate to the commandant general.

Baton Rouge having been made a government, subsequent!)' to the
treaty of limits, 8cc. with Spain, the posts of Manehae and rhompionV"
creek, or Feliciana were added to it.—Chapitoulas was sometimes re-
garded as a separate command, but was afterwards includ. il within the'
jm-isdiction of the city. The lower part of the river had likewise occa-
sionally a separate commandant.
Many of the present establishments are sepnraced from each other by

immense and trackless deserts, having had no communication with each
other by ^a-v.'i, exc::pt new and thep :? solitary instance of its having been'
attempted by lumters, who had to ^wim rivers, expose themselves to the

'

nclemeney ofthe weather, and carrv their provisions on their bacfe^fcd-

z2
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a time propoi'tioned to the length of then* joiirnej'. I'his was particular-

ly the case on the west ot the Misbissippi, where the communication was
kept up only by water, between the capital and the distant settlements ;

three months having been required to convey intelligetiee from one to
the other, by the Mississippi.—The usual distance accomplished by a
boat in ascending, is five leagues per day. The rapidity of the current
in the spring season especially, when the waters of all the rivers are high^
facilitates the descent, so that the same voyage by water, which requires
three or four mouths to perform from tlie capital, may be made to it in
from 12 to 16 days. The principal settlements in Louisiana are on the
Mississippi, which begins to be cultivated aboHt 20 leagues from the sea„
where tiie plantations are yet thin, and owned by the poorest people.
Ascending, you see them improve on each side, till you reach the city,

wliich is situated on tjie east bank, on a bend of the river, 35 leagues
from the sea.

CHAPITOULAS, FIRST AWD SECONB GER3IAN COASTS.—CATAHANOSB

—

FOUnCHB, AND IBERVILLE.

The best ami most improved are above the city, and comprehend
what is there known by the Paroisse de Chapitoulas, Premier and Se>^

cond Cote des AUemands, and extend sixteen leagues
Above this begins the parish of Catahanose, or first Acadian settlement

extending eight leagues on the river. Adjoining it, and still ascending,

is the second Acadian settlement or parish of the Fourche, which ex-
tends about six leagues. The parish of Iberville then commences and
is bounded on the east side by the river of the same name, which, though
dry a great part of the year, yet, when the Mississippi is raised, it

communicates with the lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain, and through
them wUh the sea, and thus forms what is called the island of New Or-
leans. Except on the point just below the Iberville, the country from
New Orleans is settled the whole way along the river, and presents a

scene of uninterrupted plantations in sight of each other, whose fronts to

the Mississippi ai-e all cleared, and occupy on that I'iver from 5 to '25

acres with a depth of 40 ; so that a plantation of 5 acrts in front contains

2U0. A few su4»-ar plantations are formed in the pai-ish of Catahanose,
but the remainder is devoted to cotton and provisions, and the whole is an
excellent soil incapable of being exhausted. T'he plantations aie but

one deep on th« island of New Orleans, and on the opposite side of the
river as far as the mouth of the Ibei'Yille, which is 35 leagues above New
Orleans.

B'AIOtr PE lA FOURCHF—^ATACAPAS, AND OPEtOrSAS.

About twenty-five leagues from the last mentioned pluce, on the west
side of the Mississippi, the creek or bayou of the Fourche, called in old

in<q)s La Hiviere des Chitamaehes, flows from the Mississippi, and com-
municates with the sea to the M-est of the Balise. The entrance of the

Mississippi is navigable only in high Avater, but will then admit of crafts

of f)'om 60 to 70 tdns burthen. On both banks of tins creek are settle-

ipents, one plantation deep, for near fifteen leagues, and they are divid-

ed into two parishes. The settlers are numerous, thot\gh poor, and the

culture is universally cotton. On all creeks making from the Mississip-

pi, the soil is the same as on the bank of the river, and the border is the

highest pirt of it, from whence it descends gi'adually to the swamp. lu

ao place on tlie low lands is there depth more than suffices for one planta-
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tion, before yoii come to the low grounds incapable of cultivation. This
creek affords one of the communications to the two popuious and rich set-

tlements of Atacap.is and Oi)elousas, formed on and near the small rivers

Teche and Vermillion, which flow into the bay of Mexico. But the prin-

cipal and swiftest communication is by the bayou or creek of Placque-
mines, whose entrance into the Mississippi is seven lejigues higher up on
the same side, and thirty two above New-Orleans. These settlements
abound in cattle and horses, have a large quantity of good land in their

Vicinity, and may be made of great importance. A part oftheir produce
is sent by sea toNew Orleans, but the greater part is canned in batteaiix

by the creeks above mentioned.

BATON noUGE AXD ITS BEPENDENCIES.

Immediately above the Iberville, on both sides of the Mississippi lies

the parish of Manchac, which extends four leagues on the river, and is

well cultivated. Above it commences the settlement of Baton Rouge,
extending about 9 leagues. It is remarkable as being the first place where
the high land is contiguous to the river, and here it forms a bluff from
thirty to forty feet above the greatest rise of the river. Here the settle-

ments extend a considerable way back on the east side ; and this par sh
has that of Thomson's creek and bayou Sara subordinate to it. The
mouth of the fii-st of these creeks is about 49 leagues from New Orleans,
and that of the latter two or three leagues higher up. They run from
the north-east to the south-west, and their head waters are north ofthe
S^lst degree of latitude. Their banks have the best soil, and the greatest
number of good cotton plantations of any part of Louisiana, and are al-

lowed to be the garden of it.

POINT COUPEE ANB FAUSSE RIVIERE.

Above Baton Rouge, at the distance of fifty leagues from New Or-
leans, and on the west side of the Mississippi is Point Coupee, a populous
and rich settlement extending 8 leagues along the rivei*. Its pioduce is,

cotton. Behind it, on an old bed of the river, now a lake, whose outlets

are closed up, is the settlement of Fausse riviere, which is well cul-

tivated.

In the spnce now described, from the sea as high as, and including the
last mentioned settlement, is contained three-fourths of the population,
and seven-eighths of the riches of Louisiana.

From the settlement of Point Coupee on the Mississippi to Cape Girar-
deau above the mouth of the Ohio, there is no land on the west side that
is not overflowed in the spring to the distance of eight or ten leagues from
the river with from two to twelve feet water, except a small spot near
New Madiid ; so that in the whole extent thei'e is no possibility of form-
mg a considerable settlement contiguous to the river on that side. The
eastern bank has in this resiitct a decided advantage over the west-
ern, as there are on it many situations which effectually command
the river.

*Acco2mt of ajottrnejjvp the Washita for OvachittaJ river^ in Louisi-
ana, performed by Williain Dunbar^ esq. and Ur. Hunter.—Extract
froiii- the New York Medical Repositoiy.

THESE gentlemen were employed by Mr. Jeffei-souj president of the
United States, pursuant to a piorision of congi-ess, for exploring Louis-
tana, as related atlai-gein our Hex. ii. vol. i. p. 407. They set out from
St. Catliarine's Landing on the Mississippi, on the 16th of October, 180^^
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sBid proceeded to the mouth of the Red river, TWs is so called from
tlie reddish appearance of the water, caused by some eailhy impregna*
tion tinged probably with iron. At a little more than twenty-three miles

from the Mississippi, they entered Black rivers so called fi-om the clear-

aess of its water, looking dark when contrasted with the muddy hue of
Red river. They proceeded slowly upwards, passing the place where
the river Tensa entei s from the east, and the Catahoola from the west,

and visiting the station called Fort Miro, about two hundred miles from
the entr.ince below, and which is out of the United States in that quarter.

As far up as the junction of the three rivers just mentioned, the coun-

ti-y is alluvial and flat, the water sluggish, and the current scarcely per-
ceptible. Immediately above, the high land and permanent strata of
soil begin. The latitude of Fort Miro is about 30*^ 3(y. After visiting

various settlements, and encounteiing many difficulties, amidst shoals

and rapids in the upper country, they arrived at length at the Hot
Springs, situated towards the soui'Ce of the liver, in lat. 34^ 3\m.

In prosecuting this expedition, it was discovered that frequent salines

oi* salt licks existed there. They learned that in the surrounding coun-
try, and in the spaces lying far towards the north and west, the rivers

Washita, Arkansa, and the Red river, were too brackish to be potable

in dry seasons. Salt springs, and plains incrusted with salt are reported

to be interspersed thi'ough those regions. On the Washita they saw
swans and alligatoi's. About the lat. 3&° the line of demaikation between
Orleans and Louisiana, the long moss or tillandsia almost suddenly ceases,

being found no further to the northward ; and about the same place the

osiers, whicli grow on the banks of the river, cease, and show themselves
fm'ther on to the southward.

The party proceeded nofurtVier than the Hot Springs. These are

six in number. They ai-e situated about six jniles from the main stream

to the north-west, as it there runs, and a little above the great rapids.

Their heat is too great for the hand to bear ;. the highest temperature is

about 150°. The water, on cooling, is palatable, and very good to drink,

hiiving but little foreign impregnation. The hotly of the mountain from
which it issues is silicious, partly Hint and partly free-stone ; but the su-

perficial pai'ts, which have been overflowed by the effusions from the

springs, are incrusted with a stratum of calcareous matter, that, in the

course of time, has been deposited from their water. A trifling portion

cf iron id contained in it too, and precipitated with the lime. In the hot

water of tliese springs a green plant vegetated, which seemed to be a
species of the conftrva growing in such situations; propably ihefontina-

Rs. But what is more remarkable, a bivalve testaceous animal adhered

to the plant, and lived in such a high temperature too. Here they dis-

covered a kind of wild cabbage, wliich they cooked, and found to be mild

and good for food Between the Hot Springs and the place wherethe voy-

agers landed, ai-e several licks and ooziugs of salt water. They relate

their surprise at beholding plants, shruU, and trees at the outlet of the

spilngs, absolutely growing and appearing healthy, while their roots were
exposed to a heat of 130°.

The coldness of the weather was very remarkable. On the 30th of

Dec. the quicksilviir sunk to 9°
; on the 2d of Jan. 1805 to G**. On this

latter occasion, when the temperature of the atmosphere was 6°, and of

the river water 3'i°, a condensed vapor floated over its surface, ns is usu-

al in such casts. On Januaiy llth, the mercuiy in the air was at 11%
and in the Washita water at 39°. On the I2tb, the atmosphere was at

20°, and the river at 4o°. In those cases of nneqial temperatures much
watery vapor hovered over the stream. The observers relate, that al-

though 20° of difference are more than enough to make this exhalation-
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evr
appear visible, yet that 13° of variation are not enough for the purpose

Approximating thereby to Dr. Mitchell's experiments made at Ne^
York in December 1801, and published in Med. Rep. Hexade i. vol. iv.

p. ,i09.

Above the alluvial country, the rocks were chiefly of a sort of schistu'',

some of it aluminous, and all of it unfit for covering houses ; a kind of si-

licious composition, resembling oil-stone, or turkey-stone, but too brittle

for gun flints ; and a sort of sandy aggregate, which seemed as if it might

be employed for grind-stones. The mineralized and carbonated wood

wasfoarid in several places. There were no certain indications of the

propel- fossil coal : nor did they meet with any strata of gypsum. And,

noiwithstaj><ling the heat of the springs, they met with no lava, pnmice,

or other volcanic matter.

Having in the course of the voyage, collected in addition to what has

been related, considerable information about the Caddaux, the Osages,

and the other nations of Indians which sometimes frequent the Washita

and the little Missouri, which runs into it ; having acquired a good deal

of knowledge about the immense pruries, which are compared to Para-

dises, lying towards t^e sources of the Red river and the Arkansas, and

having made many astronomical, geological, and meteorological observa-

tions from day to' day, the adventurers, with their crew of soldiers, got

back to Natchtz near the end of January 1805.

From thejournal of survey which they kept with all possible correct-

ness, a map of Washita has been compiled at Washington, by Mr. Nich-

olas King, and engraved in Philadelphia, by Mr. William Kneass. This

is a substantial addition to American geography.
This country was colonized eai-ly by the French. They projected and

began extensive settlements on the Wasliita ; but the general massacre

planned and executed in part by the Indians against the French, and the

consequent massacre of the Niitchez tribe by the French, put an end to

these uadertakbigs, and th.ey were never resumed under tiie French gov-

ernment.
*' The prairies of this region are described as plains or savannas, with-

out timber, generally fertile, producing an exuberance of strong, thick,

and coarse herbage. W^hen a piece of ground is once got into this state

in an Indian country, it can have no opportunity Qf reproducing timber ;

it being an invariable rule to fire the dry grass in the fall or winter, t»

obtain the advantage of attracting game when the young tender grass be-
gins to spring. Thus the young timber is destroyed ; and annually the
prairie enci-oaehes upon the woodland. It is probable that the immense
plains known to exist in America may owe then- oi'igin to this practice.

The plains o: the Washita lie chiefly on the east sivle ;^n(! b iig gem ra ly

formed like those of the Mississippi, sloping from the banks of the river,

towaitis the great river, they are more or less liable to the influence of
inund'-tion in the rear. This has been known to advance so far in certain

great floods, as to be ready to pour ovei- the margin into the Washita,
Such an occurrence has however become veiy rare, and it may be gen-
erally estimated that from one-fourth of a mill to a whole mile in depth,
w ill remain exempt from inundation during the high floods."

Fishes are not plentiful in the Wa^^hita. "in the year 1799, the waters
of the Mississippi, during an humdation, dammed up the Washita by re-
gurgitation, to such a degree, that they swelled considerably above Fort
Miro. The stagnation and corrnptioH oftlie water from this cause des-
troyed all the fishes in that part of the river, and they have been scarce
ever since. The bois d'arc (bow-wood,) or yellow dye wood, is sorae-
times seen near the Washita. It beai's a gold-coloui-ed fruitas lar!je as
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the egg ofthe ostrich ; its deep green foliage resembles that of the or-
ange tree ; and no forest tree can compare with it for ornamental gran-
deur.

About three hundred miles above Nachitoches on the Red river, the
navigation is opposed by a very serious obatu-le. This is tjie raft, or na-
tural covering which conceals the whole river for about seventeen leagues,
and is continually augmenting b}- the drift-wood brought do\vn with eve-
i-y considerable freshet.—This bridge, whicli was tor a time nothing but
floating trt-es, &c. supports at this t.me a growth of ever\ thing growing
in the neighboi-ing forest, not excepting trees of a considerable size And
the river may be frequently passed without any knowledge of its exist-
ence, so perfectly is it concealed by the superincumbent mass of mate-
rials. It is repoi-ted that tiie water is working for itself a new passage-
through the neighboring low grounds.

CONCORD—ARKANSAS—ST. CHARLES~-ST. ANDREW, &C.

There is no other settlement on the Mississippi, except the small one
called Concord, opposite to tlie Natchez, till you come to the x\rkansas
river, Mhose mouth is two hundred and fifty leagues above New Or-
leans.

^
Here there are but a few families, who are more attached to the In-

dian trade (by which chiefly they live) than to cultivation. Thei^e is no
settlemejil from this place to New Madrid, which is itself inconsiderable.
Ascending the river you come to Cape Girardeau, St. Genevieve and St.
Louis, where, though the inhabitants are numerous, they raise little for
exportation, and content themselves with trading with the Indians, and
working a few lead mines. This country is very fertile, especially on the
banks of the Missouri, where there have been formed two settlements,
called St Charhs and St. Andrew, mostly by emigrants from Kentucky.
The peltry procured on the Illinois is the' best sent to the Atlantic mar-
ket ; «.;,'! t'.iti qiiaDtity is very considerable. Lead is to be had with ease,

und in such quantities as to supply all Europe, if the population were
sufficient to work the numerous mines to be found Avithin two or three
feet from the surface in various parts of the country. The settlements a-

bout the Illinois were first made by the Canadians, and their inhabitants

still resemble them in their aversion to labor, and love of a wandering
life. They contain but few negroes, compared to the number of whites

;

and it may be taken for a general rule, that in proportion to the dis-

tance from the capital, the number of blacks diminish below that of the

whites; the former abounding most on the rich plantations in its vi-

cinity.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF UPPER LOUISIANA.

When compared with the Indiana territory, the face of the country in

Upper Louisiana is rather more broken, though the soil is equally fertile.

It is a fact not to he contested, that the west side of the river possesses

some a«lvantages, not generally incident to those regions. It is elevated

and healthy, and well watered Vith a variety of largf, rapid streams, cal-

culated for mills and other water works. From Cape Girardeau, above

the mouth of the Ohio, to the Missouri, the land on the east side of the

Mississi[)pi is low and flat, and occa.sionally exposed to inundations •. that

on the Louisiana side, contiguous to the river, is generally much higher,

and iu many places very rocky on the shore. Some of the heights exhi-

bit a scene truly picturesque. They raise to a height of at least three

hundred feet, faced with pei-pendicular lime andfree-stones carved into
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various shapes and figures by the hand of natiue, and afford the appear-
ance of a multitude of antique tow ers. From the tops ot thest elevations,
the land gi-adualh slo|)es back tiom the ii\^i, without giiivel or rock,
^nd is covfi-ed wiih valuable timber. It may be said with truth that, for
fertility of soil, no pait of the world exceeds the borders of tlie Mississip-
pi

; the h.ml yields an abundance of ail the necessaries of life, and ahnost
spcnt-tueously

; very little .abo being r. quired in the cultivation of the
earth. That p:irt of Upper Louisiana, which holders on North Mexico,
is we inunense praine ; it prochices nothing but grass; it is fi ltd with
buffi^lo. deer, arifl other kinds of game ; the land Ts represented as too
rich tor the growth ot forest trees.

It is pretended that Up[)er Louisiana contains in its bowels many silver
and cojiper mines, and vt^rious specimens oi both :oe exhibited Several
trials htivebeen niitdt- to ascertain the fact; hut tin. waid ot skill in the
artists h^s hitherto left the business undecided.
1 he srlt woiks ar- also pretty numerous : some belong to individuals

;others to the pubitc. They alreadv yield aji altundant snppiv foj- the con'-
suiTiption of the country ; and if properly niisraged. might become an iu-
ticle of more general exportation The usual price per bushel is 150
cents in cash atthe works. I'his price will be still lower as soon astJie
manufacture of thr salt is assumed b} government, or patronised bv men
who have large capitals to empiov'in^the business. One extraordinary
tact relative to salt must not be omitted. There exists about 1000 miles
up the Missoiui, and not far from that river, a Salt Muwitain ' The ex-
istence of such a mountab might well be questioned, were it not for the
testimony ot several rcs]KCtabIe and enterprising traders, who hav^ visit-
«1 !t, and who have exhibited several bushels of salt to the curiosity of
ht. Louis, where some of it still remains. A specimen of the same salt
has iieen sent to /»i arietta. This mountain is .said to be 180 miles long-
and 43 in width, composed of solid rock salt, without any trees, or eveil
shrubs on it. Salt spriogs are very numerous beneath the surface of this
mountain, and they flow through the fissures and cavities of it. Caves of
salt-petre are four.il in Upper Louisiana, though at some distance from
the settlements. Four men on a trading voyage, latelv discovered one
several hundred miles up the Missouri. Tiiev snei.-t five or six -veeksm the manutactuiing of this article, and returned \o St. Louis with 400we^htot it. It proved to be j^ood and thev sold it for a high priceThe geography of the Mississippi and Missouri, and their conti-u'tv
for a great length of way, are but little known. The traders assert ""that
100 mnes above their uuiction, a man mav walk from one to the oth.r in
a day

;
and it is also asserted, that 700 miles still higher up, the no. tae-emay be c ossed in four or five days. This portage is frequented by tra-ders, who carry on a considerable trade with some of the Missouii Indi

ans. 1 heir general route is through Green Hay, which Ls an arm of ir-ke
ivjich;gan

; they then pi^ss into a small lalce connected with it and whioh
comn.umcntes with the Fox riv.-r

; Thev then cross over a short portage
into tae Omscousing.river, which unites with the Mississippi some dig.tance below the fails of St Anthony. It is also said, that the tVa.lers com.mumcate witli the Mississippi above these falls, through lake Superior—but tlieu:- trade ui that quarter is much less considerable.

CANAL OF CARONDELET.

Behi>'p New Orleans, is a canal about I \ mile lon^, which -comma.nicateswith a creek called the Bayou St Jean, flowing into lake Pon.
chartrain^ At the mouth of it, about 2^ leagues from tJie city, is a smaU-fort called St. Jean, which commands the entrance from tiie lake By
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this creek the communication is kept up through the lake and tKe rivu-

lets to Mobile ami the sctl'cmetits iu West Florida. Craft drawing frofii

six to eight tVet water can navigate the mouth of the creek, but except
in particular swells of the hike cannot pass the bar without bting light-

ened.

ST. BERNARDO.

On the east side ofthe Mississippi, about five leagues below New Or-
leatis, and at the head of the English Bend, is a settlement known by the

names of thf Poblacion de St. Bernardo, ortheTerre aux Boeuf, extend-

ing on both sidrs of a crew^^or drain whose head is contiguous to the Mis-
sisSi.'pi, ;'nd which flowing' eastward, after a course of 18 leagues, and di-

viding itself into two branches, falls into the sea. and lake Borgne. This
settlement Cfjnsists of two parislies : almost all the inhabitants of wljich

are Spaniards from the Canaries, who content themselves with raising

fowls, corn and garden stuff for the market at New Orleans, The lands

cannot be cultivated to any great disttmcc fiom the banks of the creek,

on- account of the vicinity of the«iarsh behind them, but tht place is sus-

ceptible of great improvement, and of affording another communication

to small craft of from eight to ten feet draught between the sea and the

Mississippi.

SETTLEMENTS B:BI.0W THE ENGLISH TURN.

, At the distance of 15 leagues below New Orleans, the settlements on

both banks of the river are of l)ut small account. Between these and the

fortof Placquemines, the counti-y is overflowed in the spring, and in ma-

ny plfices is incapable of cultivation at any time, being a morass almost

iiiipaSMble for man and beast. This small tongue of land extends consid-

erably intone sea, which is visible on both sides of the Mississippi from

a shij/s mast.

COUNTRY FROM PLACaUEMINES TO THE SEA, AND EFFECT OF THE
HUBllICANES.

Placquemines to the sea is 12 or 1.3 leagues. The country is low and

swampy, chiefly covered with reeds, having little or no timber, and no

settlement whatever. It may be necessary to mention here that the

vhole lower part of the country from the English Turn downwards," is

sultject to overflowings in hurricanes, either by the recoiling of the river,

or reflux from the sea on each side, and on more than one occasion it has

been covered from the depth of from '2 to 10 feet, according to the de-

;scent of the river, whereby many lives wei-e lost, hoj-Sf s and cattle swept

away, and a scene of destruction laid. The last calamity of this kind

happened in 1704, but fortunately they are not frequent.—In the ])reced-

ing year the engineer who su\)erintended the erection of the foil Plae-

ftuemines, was drowned in his own house near the fort, and the workmen
and garrison escaped only by taking refuge on an elevat'd spot in the

fort, on which there were, notwithstanding, 2 or 3 feet water—These

hurricanes have generally been fdt in the month of August : their great-

est last about i'ihours. They commence in the south-east, veer about

to all points of the compass, are felt most severely below,-and seldom ex-

tend more than a few leagues above New Orleans. In their whole

course they are mark ,d with desolation. Until that of 1793, there had

been none felt from the year 1780.
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, itbout 5 leagues below Placqueniines, the Mississippi divides itself mto

ihree channels which are called the Passes of the river, viz. the East,

South and West Passes. Their course is from five to six leagues to the

^ea. The space between is a marsh with little or no tiinber on it ;
but

fix)!n its situation, it may hereaft-^r be rendered cf iuiportance. 1 he

East pass, wliieh is on the left hand going do vn the river, is fUvided into

two branches about two leagues below, viz. the pass a l-i i/^vvre, and '..oat

known to mariners by the name oi" the lielize, at which there is a sai 'd

hlodk. house and some huts of the pilots who reside only here. The first

©f these secoudar}- channels eontiiiiis at present hut 8 feet wat ^r
;

tlie

jatterfrom 14 to 16, acconling to the seasons.—The South pass winch

is^directlv in front of the Mis^i3sippi, has 'always been consid:red, as en-

Srely cl.ok^-d up, but has 10 feet water. The S. W. pass, wlilchis on

the inght, is t!ie longest and .narrowest of all the passes, and a h-w years

ago had' 18 feet water, and Avas that by wliich the large ships entered and

sailed from the Mississippi It has now but 8 feet wa T; and will pro-

bably remain so for some time. In speaking of the quantity ot water in

the pusses, it must be understood of what is on the bar of each pass ; fir

immediately after passing the bar, wiiich is veiy narrow, there are from

3 to -7 fathoms at all seasons.

COtJXTHT EAST OT LAKE POXCHAIITRAIS'.

The country on the east side of lake Ponchartrain to Mobile, nnd in-

uluding tlie whole extent bvtween the American line, the Mississippi a-

bove New Orleans, and t!ie lakes, (with the exception of a tract oi about

thirty miles on the Mississippi, and as much square, cmitiguous to the

line and comprehending the waters of I'hompson's creek, Bayou Sara
and A-met) is a poor thin soil, overgro\\ n with pine, and contains no good
land whatever; unless on the banks of a few small rivers. It would how-
ever affoid ^abundant supplies of pitch, tar, and pine luraberj and would
feed large herds of cattle.

CrLTIYATION OP SUGAR.

The sugar cane may be cultivated between the river Ibemlle and tlxe

€;ty on ]»oth sides ofthe river, and as f«r back as the swa-nps. Below the
city however the lands decline so rapidly that beyond 15 miles the land
is not well a-dai^ted to it. Above the Iberville the c^ne would be affected
by the eoM and its pra 'uce therefore be unceilain. Within these limits

the best planters admit that one qujirter of t!ie coltivfited land of any con-
siderable plant ition maybe plant'd in cane, one quarter left in pasture,
find the remaining half employed for provisions, &c. and a reserve for a
change of crops. One Pausin Vrpent of 1 80 feet square may be expect-
ed to produce on an average 1 20G weight of sugar, and 50 gallons ctf"

-rum.

From the above data, admitting both sides the river are planted for 9(J
n^iles in extent, and about ^ of a mile in depth, it will result tliat the an-
nual proiuct may amount in round numbers to 25,000 hogsheads of su-
gar, with 1'2,000 puncheons of rnra. Enterprising young" planters say-

that ona-third, or even one half of the arable land might be planted in
cr.ne. It may also be remarked that a I'egular supply of provisions from
above at a moderate price would en-ible the planter to give his attentiea
to a greatei'body of land c'lltivat'd with cane. I'he whole of these lands,
^' luay be supposed, are granted ; but in the Atacapas ^ounti-v there is"

A A
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undoubtedly a portion, parallel to the sea-coast, fit for the culture ofthe
sugar cane. Tliese vacant lands are to be found, but the portion is at

present unknown.
In the above remarks the lands at Terre aux Bceuf, on the Tourche,

bayou St. Jean, and other inlets of the Mississippi, south of the latitude

supposed lotlivide those which are fit, from thost; which are unfit, for the
cultivation of the cane, have been entirely kept out of view. Inciudiiig

these, and taking one-third instead of one-fourth of the lands fit for sugar,

the product of the whole would be fifty thousand, instead of twenty-five

thousand hogsheads of sugar.

SU&ARS EXPORTED.

The followuig quantities of sugar, brown, clayed and refined, have
been imported into tlie . United States from Louisiana and the Fioridas,

In 1799
1800
1801

1802

77.3,5421bs.

1,560,865

967,619
1,576,933

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

The productions of Louisiana are—sugar, cotton, indigo, riCe, tui'S and
peltry ; lumber, tar, pitch, lead, flour, hoi'ses, and cuttle. Population

alone is wanting to multiply them to an astonishing degree. I'he soil is

fertile, the climate salubrious, anfl the communication between most
parts of the province certain, and by water.

20,000balesofcotton 3^ ^ 1,344,000
"^

cwt. each, at 20 cts. per lb. ^ »-» » »

, 4500 casks sugar, 10 ? Q 300 400
cwt each, at 6 cts. per lb. 3

~'

32,000100800 do. molasses,

gallons each.

Indigo,

Pelti7,

Lumber,
Lead, corn, horses, cattle.

All other articles, su{.^pose

Increasing-.

do.

do.

^ 100,000

g 200000
^ 80,000

uncertain

g 100 000

Dimitushing rapicjlif

Total ^2,158,400

According to the official returns in the treasury of the United Stales,

there wei-e imported into our territory from Louisiana and the Flondas,

Hjerch?Jidise to the following amounts, in the several years prefixed :

In 1799 to the value of S ''>07,132

1800 90i,m
1801 9-^6.635

ntZ 1,006,214
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Descriptive Observations on certain parts of the country

in Louisiana ; by Jinthony Soidard, esq. Surveyor of
Upper Louisiana, in a letter to J. Ji. ChevaUie, esq.

of Richmond. Translated from the French Manu^
script by IJr. Mitchill.

Med. Rep.

THE Missouri, whose sources are still unknown, is however, alrea-

dy classed amongst the largest rivei^s. It is an object of astonishment to

every body. Tlie uninstructed man admires the rapidity of its stream,

its extraordinary length, the salubrity of iis waters, and their uncomnioa
color. The experienced traveller is astonished at the richt s scattered a-

long its banks, and, looking into futurity, beholds this rival of the Nile

passing th.-'ough countries as fruitful, as populous, and ilaore extensive

than those of Egypt.
The best informed observer can give but an imperfect idea of the rich-

es accumulated on its shores. This note can only point out some of the

principal.— Kappily for our own time, an expedition is now going on un«

der the auspices of an enlightened government, to explore this river to

its sources. What gratitude is due from the whoje worid to tliosc per»

sons who exptjse themselves to the greatest fatigues, and even to the

greatest dangers, to enlarge the circle of human knowedge in thus bring-

ing, as it were, a new v/orld to our view.

The Missouri unites with the Mississippi about five leagties above the

town of St. Louis, in about the 40th degree ofN. lat. And it must be v^
membered tiiat after this junction, it ruiis about 1200 miles before it falls

into the gulf of Mexico. But as this pai't of its course is well known, I

shall confine myself to the Missouri alone

r have ascended this river about 600 leagues, without perceiving any

diminution of its breadth or velocity.

The pj-incipal streams which fall into the Missouri, as you ascend it

are the Gasconade, the Osage, the two Cliaratons, tlie Grand river, the^

river of the Plains, the Nichinan, the Batoney, the Great and Little Ni-'

mahas, the Platte, the Sioix, the Running Water, and others.

For '25 leagues above its junction with the Mississippi, there are differ-

\ ent settlements of American fau>ilies, especially at Bonhorame, Femme-
osage, &CC. beyond these the banks are inhabited by savages only. The
Great and Little Osages, settled at I'iO leagues on the watei-s called by
their respective names, the Cams, th^^ Ottos, the Panis, the Loups, or

Panis MaiiaS; Mahas, the Pincas, the Ricaras, tiie Mandans, and tlie Si-

oux.—The latter tribe has no fixed habitation on the Missouri, but visit it

regularly for the purpose of hunting.

The borders of the Missouri are alternately forests and prairies or

cleared plains. The higher we go up this river, the more common are

the priuries; and they seera to enlarge every year, iu consequence of the

fires which overrun them in autumn These fires are kindled by the In-

dians or the white hunters, sometimes by accklent, and otherwise, for the

purpose of favoring their hunting.

•The water of the Missouri is turbid, and deposits a se.Unient of veiy

fine sand, which readily falls to the bottom. This admixture, which ren-

dei-sit unpleasant to the sight, diminishes not in the least its wholesorae-

ness. Experience has proved it to be more salubrious than that of the O-
hio and the upper Mississippi,

The rivers and streams that empty into the Missouri below the Pl.stte,

are clear and limpid ; but above that river they aie tui-bid as the Mis-
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souri itself. Tliis rauddiness is caused by the sandy banks or hills Oi

white earth through Avhich the) run. The bed of the IVJissouri is inter-

ruptu<l by shoais sometmiesof sand and sometimes of s^riiveljuhich fre-

quenliy ehaiige pUiCc,and cunscqucnlly always render the navigation uh-
oertain. Its general coui'se is north, a quarter nortli-west.

To give a pi'ecise idea of the incalculable riches scattered along the
sides of the Missouri, would require unlimited knowledge. The low bot-

toms are covered \vith huge trees, especially the poplar and cotton treesj

batgt' enough foi- first rate ctujoes ; the sugar maple ; the red and black

Walnut, so u*^' ful to joiners; the red and white elm ; the three-thorned

acacia, of which impeneti-able hedges may be made ; the osier; the red
and black mulberry; the lime-tree, and the horse chesnut ; allofvliich

are \c.Yy plentiful. Red and white oak, fit for vessels, and all other sorts

of tinibei-
; pine, and on tlie Stony mountains, cedar, are common pro-

ductions.

1 find it imiiossible to enumerate all the tiees which are yet unknown
in other countrl' s, and with whose uses and qualities we are as ytt unac-
quainted. 'I'he sn)aller plants are stdi moi-e numerous; I, however,
touch that ai t cle superficially for want of sufficient botanical infoimation.

The Indian's know the viitues of many of them. Some are used to hial

•wounds, olh. rs to poison arrows; some again for dyeing colors; and they

employ Cf-rtisiu vegetable simpics to cure radiealiy and proinptly the ve-

pertr-a! disease. They cone* a i from us, with preat care, a plant hich'

rendirs them for some instants ii^sensible of the most vehement fire. I

have st:en tiietn take hold of red hot irons and burning coals without suf-

fei-ing any inconveni(.-nee.

The lands in the nfighborhor^ of the Missouri are excellent, and when
cultivated are eapftb'e of yielding; all the productions of the tempera.te

eUniates, and even some of tiie hot ones; such as wheat, !-aaiz(:,and eve-

ry kind of srain ; common and swe^t potatO( s; hen-p, which seems to be

an indipjenous vegeti-ble; even cotton succe(^ds there, tl-ou^h not so well

as further south and the raisin.ij of it answers a good purpose foi' the fam-

ilies already settled on the river, for from a field of about two acres oP
this th(W can ol)tain a crop sufficient to ciothe a family.- The natural

prairii's'are a !2;reat resouiee fin* them. Tiiese afto-d excellent pasture,

and reqi.ui-e but little htboi- to^clear them. After or.*- yeai-'s exeition, a

man mav enjoy his fields duly prepai-ed for crops. Brick and potter's

earths ai-e very common, and the true Chinesf^ Kaolin is reported by
^ooti judr-s tube there, that substance to which porcelain owes its pecu-

liar fineness. \nd there exists on the borders of this grand liver, salt

Springs eno'i h to furnish salt for tlie country when it shall be inhabited,

and a oneatdeal to spare.

S'iltpefre is found very abundantly in numbei less caverns near the

Missouri. The rocks are g^nei-ally calcareous; thou;jh there is one

which is pecnli r to this river. It is of a blood red color, compact, yield-

ing to a tool, hardening; in the air, and reeeivlng the neatest polish. 1 he

natives make their pip< s of it. The strata are so extensive that there is

any quHUtitv that may be wanted for other purposes. There are alsa

quarri( s of marble, bntwe know asyet little more than its color which is

veined red. It is .said theif is a bofly of gvp^an there ; an'1 this would not

be difficult to explore. Volcanic productions are ;dso found there, eyin-

cing the existence of burning mountains in former tunes, or in situations

now unknown.
The short stay usually made among the savage nations, has hithertt

been nni: vor.-.lle to t^^" "cem- meiU o" cr^ . . t i-'forraation concerning,

the mines and ores near the Missouri; we Know wtf certa ntv of ' 'Tie

otUev ^^^^S^ I'^fse '> ii®"? '^^'^ '^'^ «-'^' - ^"^ f^ona the accounts given by
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the Indians, there cante no doubt that tin, copper, and silver, are found

in those parts ; and particles of gold are said to liave been picked up ou

the surface of the earth, and in the bottom of brooks.

The productions of the Missouri at this time are received from the In-

dians and the hunters, in exchange for goods and merchandise, and may-

be exliibited in the following table.

MISSOURI PRODUCE.

Beaver ...... 12,28 1 lbs. at ^ I 20 g 14,73700
Fox skins 802 ., 50 .. 401 00
Bearskins, black, gray,

^ 2^^^ 2 00 .. 5,08 i 00
yelloAv and brown 3

Gow skins J 89 .. 1 50 .. -28.5 50

Deer skins in the hair . 6,381 .. 50 .. 3,190 50

Bears' grease . . . 2,310 galls. 120 .. 2,772 00

Otter skins .... 1,267 Tbs. 400 .. 5,0^800
Rpckoon skins . . . 4,248 .. 25 .. 1,0o2 00
Bison hides or robes . I,7i4 .. 3 00 .. 5,142 00
Dressed deer skins . . 96.925 .. 40 .. 38.770 40
Tallow and fat ... 8,313 .. 020 .. 1,66260

S 77,971 00

This table, which is made as coirect as possible on an average of fifteen

Tears, thus gives an amount of 77,971 tlollai's, without mentioning mus-
Quashesand martins. Calculating at the same rate, the vnlue of goods

aarried up the Missouri, and exchanged for this peltry, would be 01,^:30

dollars, I'eckoning the charges to amount to a quaite- part of the \vo!*th of

the articles. From this it foUov.s, that the trade affords an annufl profit

ofsixteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-one dollars, or about a profit

of 2' per cei.t.

If the Missouri trade, badl)' regulated, and without encouragement,
gi\e3 annually such a profit there can b.- no doubt of its iiicrease, if en-

couraged by government. It must be obsenedj.that the price fixe 1 in

the preceding t^vble is th^it current ;^t the liiiuois. If the London price

was taken, cl^^ducting freight and charges, tlie profit would appear much
greater. If the iMlssouri, left to the savages, and havipg but a single

branch of trade, affoixls such great returns, in proportion to the c-ipital

employed iu it, what might we not expect fioro individuals or c >mpa;'.ies

with large funds, aided by a numerous population, and devoting' tbem-
selves toother sorts of trafiic. .Some of these I ara bold to s-'.y, mrn- be
undertaken with a cei-taint;. of success, wh^-n we consider the riches af-

fonled by its banks, and </ which, in this note, I liave endeavored to sketch
an outline.

Dated at St. Louis, of the Illinois, March 1805.

ABRIDGMENT OF LE^VIS AND CLARK'S EXPEDITION.

Bi.FOKE the cession of Louisiana to the United States, this was the re-
gion of fable. Fancy peopled it, and a thousand miraculous tnles were
rekted. The mammoth, that won.lr of the reation, it was thought

Aa 2
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might be thei'e, ami Welsh Indians, with i'eranantb of the Jewish trihes;

Tlic ancient maps represented the Missouri as an iiicousidcruble river, ris-

ing at r.o 5>re;<t disinnoe tVom tlie Mississi[ipi, and running nearly |'aral-

lel With that river, until it discharges itseli": and a country extending to

die west for a distance uakaown. The iiritish estahUshn.ents on the

lakes, in a short time after their commenceuient, ascertained that this

was not the case ; they frequently went across to the Missouriat its not th

bend, but found theuiserves a long w a) from its source. No one had ever

venturetl far beyond the Mandan villages. 15} the voyage of M'Kensie,

it was stitisfactorily ascertained that the Missouri took its rise in the great

Rocky mountains.

All the tract claimed by the United Stiter., between the Mississippi and

the Pacific ocean, remained unknown. We were unacquainted with its

animal and vegetable productions. Shortly after the cession, it was of

course deemed necessary by an active and enterprising government, that

these regions should be explored. Accordingly captains Merriwether

Lewis and William Clark, with a chosen band, were despatched a-

cross tlie continent, by the way of the Missouri; and lieutenant Pike,

first to find the source of the Mississippi, ami afterwards to explore the

Arkansas and Red rivers, and the southern part of tiiis immense tract.

Journals of the travels and voyages of tliese geiitienien have been prom-
ised to the world ; and they have been long expected with impatience.*

Their discoveries have been highly important both as to the geography,

and the natural history of America ; and in a political point of view of

aonslderable moment.
I will endeavor to give a brief narrative of the expedition of Lewis and

Clark, as far as 1 am ahh; to collect from the best iidbrmatlon.

They began to ascend the Missouri on the l4t'. May, 1804.—The
\vhole party was forty-three in number, persons in evei'y respect adapted'

to the occasion. Every thing necessary for their security and condbrt,

as well as whatever was believed conducive to the assistance or advantage

of the enterprise, had been provided with great care and caution. They
sreceed'd on their voyage up a part of the liver that was consideit.bly

frequented, and was not unknown. The French and some Ameticaa

traders had ascended to trade witii the Osages, and a number of f^ther^^

nations higher up, as far as the Sioux, and some even as far as the Man-
dans. Wit'iaut nii-eting with any occurrence of importance, the party

after passieg through a Sue country, arrived on tiie 27th July at the Uioutli

•f the Platte or Shallow river, which comes in fiom the south, and is

three quarters of a mile wide at its mouth. FSunters were sent out at

this plac'.- to announce the change of government to several tribes of In-

dians wlio inhabit this rivt r, the Panis, the Ottos and the Loups. Not
being able at this time to find any of the natives, they continued their

voy !ge a lew dajs, to a place in lat. (1° i7', where the huntos brought'

in some IndiaiS. A council was hi id, and the place called Coimsil Bluffs.-

Tlie lodians were pleased with tlie change of government, and still more
with the trink'.ts that wer« given them. Tl^ve Ottos and the same
number cf Missouri's were made ahiefs by giving them a medal,f su£=

* Both of these have appeared since this sketch was made fiora

Gass's Journal. That of Lewis and Clark, ia one of the nnost inter=

esting ever published in AmericH. Since this, H. M. Brackenriilge,

esq. has published his Jourtiai of a voyage up the Missouri as far as the

Mandan s.

+ In iniit'.tiort, perha]>s, of the star and gaiter, of some barbarians in,

EuA'ope. The taste of unciviUzed nations nuist be CQusulted. Whetlier
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ixiiided to a rlbiiud. The next Indiaus they met hi the coui'se of their

voyage, were about sixty in muribtr of the Sioux nation. Five of these

were presented witii medals, and their chief persuatled to go to the Fed-
eral city. AVhen they arrived at the main body of tliis party, coitsistiog

of about 80 lodges, and eight hundred or a thousand souis, they were re-
ceived witii much kindness. Captains Lewis and Clark were by turns,

carried by them to their council lodge, in buffalo robes, They killed a
dog, according to the Indian custom, to fcpst on ; and entertained their
guests by their dance a- d song. Although they manifested considerable

fciendship, some disrtgi-eeable occurrence took place. Man) of them ap-
pearetl disposed to pilfer. At one time when captain Clark was about re-
turning to the boat, they surrounded and attempted to dc tain him. With
presence' of mind taking adviAntage of their supersiitious f.-ars, he toid

them that there was more medicinei on board liis boat than woulil kill

twenty such nations, upon which they desisted. This was, however, be-
fore their arrival at tlie lodges; and the Indians who made this attempt,
al'.edged by way of excuse, that they only wished them to stop there, th:;t

their women and chih'rea might get a sight of the boat. When about to
push off, several of them j.tt-mptcd to detain the boat, by taking hold of
the cable, notwithstanding some of the chiefs were on board—Captain
Lewis w as near ordering his men to fire ; tliis act mi..^lit have put an end
to the expedition. Some of the c!»iefs went on sh.ore, talked to them,
and they -finally agreed for a little tobacco to be civil. These were pa: t

«f a wandering tribe, on whom little faith could be placed ; they had been
in the habit of attempting to detain the traders amongst them by force

;

and it "was only by assailing their feai^s that safety could be expected.
The party continuedtheir voyage through a country of a different appear-
ance from that uhich they had left; vast prairies stretclitd forth on ei-

ther side of the river, with hardly a stick of timber, excepting the willow
and cotton wood, on the bottoms. Sometimes the river washed the base
of high bluffs or banks of a dai-k color, eoniposed of earth, crumbling
like sugar. It is remarkable, that on the tops of these, many singu-
lar petrifactions were found of vegetriile -tid aniraal kinds, wlnle none
were to be seen in the })lains. Tjie skeleton of an enormous fish fortv-
five feet in length, was found, upon tlie toj) of one of these hiils. In oth-
er jJtices, trees completely stone wei*e seen, and manv other curiosities.
But nature seemed disposed to make amends for the steril appeai-ance of
the country. It was stored with vast quantities of game ; the buffalo, the
deer, and the elk, and many anim.als not common elsewhere; sucli as
the goat or antelope, in flocks of sixty ov an hundred ; the blaireaux or
badger; the prairie dog, a siogular quadruped, resembling a common
domestic dog of a small size, and living in tov. ns or burrows.

After ti-aversing the territory of the Sioux, who occupy nearly eight
hundred miles on the Missouri, the [laity arrivtd f<t the villnges of (lie
Ilicaras. \ stationary people who have considerable agriculture, and
raise for their sustenance and trade, Indian com, beans, peas, pumpkins,
simliiiS and tobacco. They were treated with much kindness, and lib-

• we had a right to muke constitutions and oixiain these ch.iefs, I will not
say. if we are the true successors of the Pope, then there can be no
doubt. But polic\ certainly required tliat eveiy measure should betaken
to conciliate the good will of these people. The method was harndess.
to say the most of it ; and indeed, the medals were generally given to the
chiefs of the nations when they eould be found. This was no more thaa
recognizing their authority.

i Some drug, supposed to have magic power.
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erally presented with these articles. Leaving these people they contin-

ued their voyage, ajid on the 27t!i Scptemlier nnived at the Mandan vil-

lages, more than 1600 miles from the muutli of the Missouri. The sea-

son being advanced, tiie party concluded to winter here.—This nation has

the character of beint,^ the most civil on the Missouri. They resemble

the Kicuras in being sti^tionary and agriculturai ; but in some trtxits they

differ from most oftlie Intiian nations. Their skin is whiter, and we are

iiiformed that fair h«ir is not imusual amongst tliem. Their manners are

like those oi other Indians, with but little variation. There is this affin*

ky in all the Indian nations of North America, perhaps of all savages,,

superstition is lie predominate quality ; the invai'iable attendant of ig-

norance. In the ii* treatment of the dead they differ from others ; instead

of burial, they are wrapped in buffaio rof>es, and placed upon a scaffold.

A similar method was formei-ly practised amongst the nations of the Mis-

sissippi, but it has for sometime been disused. On this scaffold are plac-

ed the offerings of those who wish to manifest their respect or friendship

to the deceased ; which is estimated accoi-ding to the value of the article

offered. Some have been known to fasten a hoi-se to this scafFold> and

permit the poor animal to remain until it perished ; in order that the

deceased might be able to pursue the buffalo in the other world on horse

back.

Our adventurers set off again in the spring, having sent back their bat-

teaux, loaded with various articles, and many curiosities which had been

procured in the course oftlie expedition.—They proce^led two hundred
and seventy-eight miles, to the Yellow-stone river. The country from

tlie Mandans was not se level. Some hills rose to a vast height ; and it

was ascertained beyond any doubt, that many of them were volcanic.

The pumice stone v/as strewed around in great abundance, the smell of

suluhur in places stdl strong, and smoke was seen issuing from the earth.

Many ofthe hills were even washed bare of soil and herbage by the rains,

and looked like vast heR\)S of clay. This must contribute to the mnddi-

ness of the Missouri. A curious reflection that the soil on which New
Orleans is built, may have been brought two thousand miles down theri»

ver ! lu the neighborhood of the Yellow -stor.e river, the lands ar- ex-

ceedingly fine. "On the .Missouri there are frequently rich bottoms, but

with great scarcity of timb-r. The pai-ty had now got into a region,

which no whlienian tliat we know of, had passed throuiih. After passing

this river, they found a country stei lie and barien, and procured with

ditticulty a sufficiency of wood to cook with. Game however was abund-

ant. The mountam sheep, an animal that is probably a noti-descript,

was now first seen. It is called the ibex, from the affinity which it is said

to have to that animal The white bear, a fierce and enormous beast of

prev. began io be frequent. The size is at least twice that of the com-

mon brown bear : and instead of flying from man will openly attack him.

The Indians declare t':at many of their best warriors have "fallen victims

to his fury. They are said to thirst for human blood ; the men were f: e*

quel itly pursued by them, and several times nairowly escaped. It was

now remarked that the waters of the Missoun became more clear ; a

number of very considerable rivei'S emptying in from the south bad been

passed, and wliich were all observed to be of the same turbid color of the

Missouri. At the junction of a considerable stieam with the Missouri,

called the Maria river, the p;u'ty was at a stand which to take. After

exauiining both, the nofthern oite was chosen. At the mouth of the Ma-
ria, the^ concealed their laige periogue, and the greatrr part ofthe bag-

gage. On the 16th of June they arrived at the falls of the Missonri, With
much diflliculty and labor they transported their canoes and baggage oyer

a portage of^ighteeu xrules. These falls=in tUe eourse ofseventeen lailes-
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have a descent of 3R'2 feet ; the first great pitch is 93 feet, the second 19,

the third 47, the fouith 26, besides several smMller on s Ths is tlie

first great interruption in the navigation of this astonishing river, for two
thousand five hundred miles. Sand bars, sawyers and rapidity of current

presented considerable difficulties ; but in spite ofthtse they were able ta

ascend on an average fifteen or twenty Uiiles per day. But it must be

observed that the channel of ttiis river is in general amazingly crooked.

In many places, after ascending for twenty or thirty miles, they found

themselves within sight of a former encampment. The iron boat invent-

ed for this occasion avhs now unpacked ; buffalo skins were prfKui-ed to

cover it. It was launched into ttie water, and called the Exp.eriment,

But the ExtMjriment would not do, it leaked so much in spite ofevei7

exertion, that it was thought advisf.ble to leave it behind.

Above this place the Missouri was found more smooth and gentle, and

beautified by many handsome islands. The comitry became mountain-

ous, luiuiense peaks oY solid rock of a dark brown color, rose to tlie

hight of a thousand or twelve hundred feet. Mountain sheep wei-e seen

on the very tops of thera, though their sides wei-e almost perpendicular.

As the} advanced, tlsese mountains in some degi'ee subsided, and Avere

Avell timbered v ith pine, cedar and fii- ; but nothing grew in the valleys

except siiort gr.tss aiv.l some w illows. This was pi-obably a s\;ur or_ the

great Rocky mountiTins. \bcuttlie latt-. r end of July the party arrived

at the three forkb of the Missouri Here they encimiped some time, and
having explored for a considerable distance the tlnve branches, they re-

solved to pursue the noitlieni, and wliicli was called Jefferson river, as

the west was called Gallatin and the southern Madisor-. i^fter proceed-

ing through a desolate, barren and mountain 'Ous coui tiy, and ascending

with great'difficulty a shallow and rapid stream, they were met on the

17th August by capt. Levis, accompanied by about twenty of the Snake
Indians, with horses. The c-upt had cros-ed the mountains, to the wa-
ters of the Columbia, about fortv miles 'list ant U was ivsol ed to leave

th: canoes at this place, and horses beins: procured fio >? th(^ Indians

they continued their course up the north, branch of Jefferson river, atid

in about twenr -five nules. arrived at the very head or source of this riv-

er andcif the Missouri. The same day thev crossed th-. divi'iinp ridge,

little more than a mile to one of the sources of tbeColurbia. Here they
were met by two Indi ms apparently much rejoiced to see them. These
people instead of shaking hands as a token of friendship, have a singular

custOTi ofthi-ov/ing their arms round the neck of the pev.snn whoiii they
salute. Pursuing their journey across the mountains, they came to a
village of the Snake Indians on a bi-f^nch of the Colun'bia. Having pro-

cured some hoi-ses here, proceeded down the south side of the str^i-am,

btit soon found it impractici^bie from the vast precipices that €very where
presented themselves, and w ere compelled to turn bpck By the advice

of the Indians thev crossed to the north side, and aaain pursued their

jcurnoy.—Dui-ing (wo or tliree weeks tl ey continued to clam.ber over pre-
cipices, and travel across snow topt mountains, « orse if possible than the

Alps, until they became almost exhaustf d with fatigue and hunger; their

provisions were exhau.'ited and game was extremely scarce. The j)orta-

• ble soup was thought of and accordingly issued to the men as provisions.

But it had the same e<^ect as Don Qnixot's balsam. The neen pi-eferred

killing one or two of their horses, and sni sistins: on that flesh. .\ r length,

however, with much joy, they reached the terminat'0!i of these vast

mountains, and arrived at a considerable branch of the Columbia, call-

e<l the Koos-koos-ke. Here they found Indians of the Flat-head nation,

thev appeared an inoifensive harmless
;
eople, like the Snake Indians,

a"nd Jivea raiseraoiy , a f'?\i' roots and Ijenies maaufaciured inio a kind c£
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bre^dj and the fish cau]ght in these rivers, which are in the season in great,

abundance, pju'ticniarly the salmon, constitute their usual dift. Tliis na-
tion had bciiils and other articles which they said were ^n-ocured from
white people attiie mouth of the river. They frcquenliy cross the moun-
tains to hurxt the buifato, tliere beitig no game on their side ofany aceount.

It is a singular circumstance, there was found in their possession several

fieecesof the coiumou slieep, or at least rebrrrabling- it very much.
Whetlier the animal from whicli this was ttiken, can be found in that

quarter or not, is uncertain. Tiie tieeces mii,ht have been brought froia

New-Spain. After presenting medals to some of the chiefs ofthis nation

the party provided themselves wilh canoes, and once moi'e consignefl

theraselvesto the watfer

For several hundred miles they passed through a countiy of high prai-

rie land, with scarcely any timber, and but iittle game ; tf e chieftle-

pendence for provisions was on tb.e natives, whose lodges were to be seen
every ten or twelve miles on the river, and who were always inoffensive

and obliging. After entering the Columbia tliey proceeded until they
eame to the rapids, where the face of the country began to cliange and
become more mountainous. It is the first range from the sea shore, and
tvhich confines the river for several hundi^ed miles,, between it and the
rocky mountains, jireventing the Columbia from discharging itself into

the sea. After passing ibis range, a better timbered country was found,
and a soil ofa better kind, though by no means of an excellent quality.

The timber was chiefly fir, pine, and spruce ; on the bqttoins, cotton
wood, maple aiifl ash ; a great proportion of the country, however, is-

prairie. Thei'e were several ditierent nations, geneially of a more hos-
tile un 1 tfiievish disposition than those the party had left.

Qnthe 15th Nov. 1805, our adventurers, with much satisfaction, enter-

ed the bay into whic!i the Columbia discharges itself,, and at lengthy in 46*'

i9' N. lat. came in siglitof the Pacific ocean.

The enterprise having been thus far satisfactorily completed, the party
,

wintered at this place, subsisting principally upon the elk, which abound-
rd and v/as almost the only kind of game to be foupd. In the spring the

party measured back their steps to the Rocky mountains, encountering

more difficulties and hardships, if pnssinle. than at first On ascending

the iColuiTibia, a large river of 500 yards width, which on their descending

had been hid by an inland, was discovered nriaking in from the south.

Having- all passed the mountains in saf ty, they separftted at the head of

tVie M^issouri, in order to explore that part ofthe conutry. Captain Lcm^-

is had a skiroiish with an Indian nation, in whieh he killed one of them,
and another was killed by one of his men : he therefoi-e found it neces-

sary to hasten to the place of rendezvous, sooner than it was intended.

Having united the parties, they descended the river to the Mandan na-

tion, and here prevailed on one of the principal chiefs, She-he-keh and
his family, to accompany them. After an absence of two years and foui'

months, tliey ariived on the '2r)th of Se])t. 1 80*^. al St Louis, to the great

satisfaction of their fellow citizens, who had begun to entertain serious

apprehensions for their safety.
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X GEO&HAPHICAL AND STATISTICAL SKETCH OP TBE BISTTICT

OF MOBILE,

SITUATION.

That tract of country which we liave denoiainated the District of Mo-
bile, is Situateil in the eastern pait of the Mississiiipi terntury, aud corn-

prehiiiuls the county of Washington on ihe Mobile* and its tributarj"

streauis and the new county of MatUson in the great bend of the I'en-

nesset.

The District of Mobile, as laid offfoi* the purpose of collecting duties

on imports and to.riige, coiapivhends the sli(i;-es, waters and inlets of

the bay and river Miibile and others emptying into the gulph of MlxIco
west of the Mobile to the Pascagola itjclusive- Tiiat tract of country

which we have here denominated the district of Mobile lies betweeu the

.31st and 35th degrees of North latitude, and according to the maps, be-

tween about the 7th and 12th degrees of lowgkude west from the city of

Washington.
BOUNDARIES.

This district is bounded on the North by the Tennessee state line, on

•the west by die Peiu'l river, and a linef running due north from its

source to the Tennessee line ; on the south by the boundar} line b tween
the United States and Florida, and on the east by the Chatahouchee
river as far a'^ tlie mouth of tke Uchee, and from thence by a direct line

to Nickajack on the Tennessee river, and by that river itself, from Nick-

ajack, up as far as the boundary or the state of Tennessee.

EXTENT.
F"om Mr. EUicott's survey of the n.^^tional boundary at the 31st de-

gi'ee of north latitude, it appears that Pearl river the western limits of
this district, is 106 miles from the Mississippi, and that from Pearl i-iver

to the Mobile river it is 100 miles, and from th .nee to the Chatahouohee
the v/esteni limit of Georgia 175 miles—making the whole extent of the
district on the boundaiy line 275 miles It appears in like manner fiora

a map lodged in the war office by c iptain E P. Gaines, that from the up^
per end of the IMuscle Shoals to the Tennessee river due .south to the
national bour.dan' it is 26-24 miles, which after adding the distance from,

the M iscle Shoals to the fennessee state line, will make the whole
length of the district of Mobile about 280 miles.

So that this district, the existence of which is scarcely known to the
American people, probably contains a greater number of square miles,

than the important states of Pennsylvmia or New York. However as a
great proportion of it is claimed by the Indians that pait to which the
Indian title has been extinguished, and which is partially settled by tbe
citiziiusof the U. Stji.tes, approaches nearer to the extent of Maryland,
New Jereey or Contieclicut.

* So called by the French, probably on accovmt of the uncertainty of
its freshes. Mobille instead of Mobile, is a name very lately intro<luced,

•probably from inadvertency.

•f
The proclamation establishing the county of Washington, made th e

territorial boundaries \ipon North, I'^ast and South, and Pearl river oa
the West, the limits of that country. The northern territorial boun-
dary at that time c< o?sed Pearl river :^ but the territory has since been
extended so as to throw its norttieiti limit, above the source of Peari
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The United St:ites have the ahsolute right of the soDand jurtsdJicii^a

ff-om the Pearl livcr to the Creek iine, but a few mih-s east of the easterj»
clianuel ot the Moliile. Theiwithern hounda!}- between the land of the
Uuited States m this district, and the Chactaws, is where it crosses Peari
X'iver, 52 n.ilcs north of the iialional boundary, but the eastern teTniJna-
tion oti the dividing ri(]ge between the watei-s of Tonibigby and Alaba-
nia. will probably be found (^for the commih.sione!S art now engaged io
^cunning it) to be «ousiderabIy farther north from the Spanish line.-

SOIL.

The Soil of this district varies considerablj in different pails of it. For
the first f<>rt) miles above the national boundary, the good land is, gener-
ally speaking, confined to the low grounds of the larger water coursts.
The swanipc, as they are eaUed, of Peai-1 river, of tlie Estobacha and
Ciiichasawhae, forks of tlie P;iscago!a, of the Mobile river, and of the
Torabigby and A.hibania, foiks of the Mobile, are extensive, rich, and
productive. The highei' parts of the swamps are thickly covered with
amaz ngly large and lofty cane, and tlie growth of timber, is cotton wood,
gum, oak, bay, laurel and magnolia. The lower swamp lands have no
oane, but a mtignificent growth of cypress is intermixed with other tim-
ber. The highest part of the swamp, is generally nearest the river.

There are no K vees oi- embankments, as on the Mississippi, and the
8o(ids which occui" in a greater or a less degree every year evidently in-

crease the fertiiity of the land—The breadth of our river bottonis or
swamps, varies very considerably. Pro'oably they are for the most part
from oi*:" mile to 3 miles wide, but more frequently less than 2 miles than
more th'iti th'Ht width.

Below the dirision, indeed, of the Mobile river, between Fort Stod-
dart and the line, the wliole of the river swamps, including that of its

three charinels, is from eight to ten miles wide; and the same may be
said of the land lying in tlie forks of the \labama and Tombigby, for

the S])ace of a few miles above their junction.

The ether hnds thi-oag!i this large extent ofcountiy, are generally

©pen pine woods, affording good I'ange for cattle, immense supplies of
lumber, pitch, tar, and turpentine, but whilst unmanured, affording no
encouragement to tillage.

The same general observations which are here made, as to the coun-

try forty miles above the irational bound;iry li)ie, will apply to the country

below the line ; excejit that where you apjjroach within 20 oi- 25 miles

of the s -a shore, th6 piue lands, instea'^ of b-ing diversified by Iii'l and

dale, as they are above, become a dead uninteresting flat, a great part of

winch is in the rainy season covered with wetter, so as to render it un-

pleasant, though not impractic'ihle to ti";vel through it.

\t a greater dist.\nce than 40 mihs from the national houndan , as you
proceed northward, the face of the country and the n^tur;.! soil considor-

ahly chane-es. Large bodies of fei-tile land are then fovmd at a considrr-

able dist-incn; frot.i th«3 Tomhig'ny river, and instead of the long-leafed

pi«e alone, you behold a diversified and luxuriant growth of white oak,

black oak, gum, magnolia, hielcorv, walnut, cherry, and poplar. And
the same oijscrvations hohl good not only as to the land west of the Tom-
bigbv,hut likewise with regard to the land lying on the forks of that riv-

er and orth(> Alabama. Not, however, that in either place there nre

compact bo'Vies of such rich la\ids, extending over a country of a gTeat

inanv miles in circuit, a"^ in Kentucky and the state of Ohio; but tliere

ftKj several purcels of such land sufficiently large to support reside ctr.ble

s^tipnxents. .
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As to that part ofthe distiict which lies in the great bend of Tennessee,

:Ad forms the new county of Madison, the writer of this aiticle cun s.-)cak

with no precision about it. The country however, in the Great BenJ,
has been uniformly represented, as containing a fine body of land of ex-

cellent quality, and the rapid formation of an extensive settlement there,

as soon as the' Indian title was extinguislied, established tlie truth of tliis

representation. The land is said to be rich, but veiy broken.— Fhe wa-
ter courses all afford good land : and so indeed do tlie hills, but they ai s

frequently too steep to admit of cultivation.

PRODUCE.

The actual produce of this countrj' consists principally of Indiau cor;
.,

and cotton. The river Iom' lands, where not too wet, are probably ;is

well adapted to the cultivation of those articles, as any land in America
;

and it is a circumstance verj" favorable to the opinion that tht Sea-island

cotton would flourish well in the lower part of this country, that the
green-seed cotton has a perpetual tendency to change into the smooth
Slack-seed cotton, whereas in situations not favorable to the cultivation

of the latter, it is said that it regularly degenerates into the tbrmer.—The
pine lands also, with the assistance of manui'e, provided the sod be suffi-

ciently tenacious to hold it, will aiford tolerable croj)s of corn and ©otton
;

but no such assistance is necessary in the oak and hickory lands above,
and much less on those rich bodies of land, which in a state of nature pi'o-

duce walnut, poplar and cheriy. Some wheat, rye and oats ;or family
consumption, are likewise i aised in the good uplands ; but wheat is by no
means a certain or important crop. Small quantities of rice are cultivat-

ed in the river swamps ; and there en be no doubt, but tiiat there ai'e

many thousand acres, very advantageously situated as to tide water, and
at present useless, which might be pi-ofitably devoted to the productiea
of that ai'ticle.

Indigo, it is probable, would likewise be worthy of attention. Wheth-
er sugar cane would answer in the lower part of the district, has not yet
been subjected to experiment.

It is said not to admit of cultivation in so high a latitude of the Missis-
sippi ; but it is probable that the influence which the nearer position of
sea has upon the climate of the countiy on the Mobile, would justir'v the
cultivation of the sugar cane on that river, in a latitude in which, oii the
Mississippi, it would be attended with no advantage.

Tar, pitch, turpentine and lumber, will no doubt become objects of
great magnitude in this country, when a deliverance from Spaiiish op-
pression shall give free scope to the exertions of its inhabitants. The
pine timber which grows here is remarkably magnificent, and it is es-
teemed to be the best kind of pitch pine. It is so abundant, and stands
so close on the ground, that in the space of3 or 4 acres you will frequent-
ly find straight logs of 70 to 80 feet in length, sufficient in number to
build a large log house. Saw-mills, therefore, will become a valuable
article of property, and there is no country probably in which the streair.s

of water are more permanent. We have no meadows, no artificial pas-
tures, no timothy, no blue grass,, no clover ; we h;ive but little fruit

;

apples are scarcely known
; peaches are scarce, and yet boiii appear to

flourish well, where attention has been paid to the cultivation.

CLIMATE.

The climate of the Mobile country is unquestionably highy favorable,
lie wmters are mild, and the summei-s, though lon;^er, not materially

B B
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hottji- tVian they are several degrees further to the northward. Tha di^

rect heat oi' the sua is no doubt vei-y great in the suni-'itr, and very ir-

pleasant to strangers; but those who are accustomed lo it, wheth r ne-

groes Oirwhite meu, appear to work under iis pow-nfu! i;i!iuenee, without

any material inconvenience ; the heat is seldom o\>jjressivc within doors,

an<t the nights are more comfortable than they are even in Virginia.

We have but little ice and rarely any snow. A iVw lUikes t'etl, but none
iii the iowex" part ot the settU^ment made any appearance on the ground
during the last winter. The cattle, so tar from wanting any winter sup-

pheSj ti'om the industry ofsummer, will not in general eat either hay or

corn : nor do they require any salt. Indum corn may frequently be
planted with stieci ss early in March ; but it will come to maturity

though not planted till the middle of July. In the spring water of this

country near the .Slst deg. Fahrenheit's thermometer, stands at 69 deg.

which agrees with the mean annual temperature in the same latitude as

ascertained by the ingenious Mr. Kirvvan. He sets it down for the stan-

dard situation, the Atlantic ocean, at 69 deg. 9 min. The following ex-
ti-atts from a thermometrical register, kept in the years i 807 and 1 808,

near Fort Stoddard, will give the most accurate idea of the vicissitudes of

our seasons. Those observations shall be selected which were made in

the warmest time of the day, and at 10 or 1 1 o'clock at night ; and the

hottest and coldest days in every month shall be noticed. The thermom-
eter being coniplettly in the shade, unless the contrary be particularly

mentitMied.

On the 1 5th April, 1807, being the hottest day in the month, the ther-

mometer stood early in the afternoon at 8-2 deg. and at 71 deg. at night.

On the 2d April, being the coldest day, at 52 deg. at two o'clock.

On the 17th May, the hottest day, it stood at 90 and 80 deg.

On the 2d May, the coldest day, it stood at 66 and 61 deg.

On the 6th June, the hottest day, it stood at 90 and 82 deg.

On the 28th June, the coldest day, it stood at 82 and 69 deg.

On the 1 0th July, the hottest day, it stood at 94 and 78 deg.

On the 29th July, the coldest day, it stood at 74 and 65 deg.

The residt of twenty-three observations in this month, taken in the

hottest part of so many days, gives 86 deg. as the mean heat.

The only observation made In August was on the 2d, when the ther-

mometer was at 88 deg. at 4 In the afternoon.

On the 5th of Sept the hottest day in the month, it stood at 95 and 80

deg.
On the 8th, the coldest day, (36 hours of rain having intervened since

the 5th) it stoml at 74 deg. only at 3 in the afternoon.

The mean temperature of this month in the hottest part of the day,

calculated trom 22 observations, was 84 deg.

In Jan. 1808, (for the register of the intermediate months is mislaid)

it was at 55 deg. on the Slh at noon, at 61 deg. on the 9th, at 3 in the af-

ternoon, at 56 deg. on the 21st at 2 P. m. and at 60 deg. at 10 p. M» rain

having intervened.

On the 24th it a^ as at ."14 deg. at 8 A. M. at 52 deg. at 2 P. M. and at 76

deg. in the sun, and at 34 at 10 p. >f

.

On the I2th Feb. the warmest day in the month, it stootl at 79 and 62-

deg.

On the 8th the coldest day, at 55 and 43 deg. ^ _

On the 29th in the sun, at 2 p. h it stood at 99 deg. it was then 7J m
the shade. ,

On the 28th day of March, the warmest day in the month, it stood Jit

86 deg. at 3 v. >r.

On tho 21 tt, the coldest day, it stood at 63 and 55 deg-.
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To the bulk of readers these details will afford n» satisfactioa ; but to

otliers tliey will ha highly interesting, and will comrauuicate a inucii

more accurate idea of the' climate tliau the more amusing descriptions

which might be writteu un*!er the dictate of corporal sensation. I'he

"progress of the spring may probably be gathtrexl from the following

memorandui-n : April 2d, the trees in the swamps in leaf; peach b!os-

•801BS gone ;
green peas just in bloom. April 12th, peas (planted in Feb )

in pod ;
peaches the size of a hazelnut. Fig trees in leaf. INIay 2<i,

green peas at table, which were planted in February. Strawberries

ripe. May 16 mulberries, blackberries, dewberries and whortle berries

ripe. May 13, cucumbers large and in perfection. We have no glass-

es or hot beds to force vegetation.—June 29th, roasting ears at table.

Lettuces and cabbage, though the latter do not head well, stand out vi>-

ry well all the winter.

In point of health, this climate is favorable, or otherwise, according to

local circumstances. The prevailing diseases, are those of the class of

cachexy, and the fevers usually tended biUoUs. Where our powernd
southern sun brings the swamp miasmata into action, diseases seem to fo'i-

iow ofcourse, and none but negroes well accustomed to the climate, ca q

safely take up their residence in the low gi'ound, on the banks ofour ri v-

eas. That grade of fevers however, which is termed the yellow feve rj

does not seem to have made its appeai'ance here ; the high lands ave
piobably as healthful as any so far to tlie south, and it is usual for these

vho cultivate the swamps, to have their residence iu the pine wootli., ajt

^ine distance from their plantations.

STOCK.

Almost the only stock of the country on the Mobile and its ti a ters,

are horned cattle, hogs and hoi-ses. The stocks ofhorned cattle aiH > nu-

merous. Many of the inhabitants have Irom 500 to 1000 head. Tli e on-
ly expense attending them, is that of keeping them together, di iving

them off to a distance from the settlements iu the fall, visiting them occa-

sionally in the winter, to prevent the depredations of the Indian' s, and
collecting them in the spring at their respective cow-pens. The cows,

however, do not generally have calves more than once in two yeai s, and
tjie milk thev give, is far less in quantity than is given oy ijows in. more
northern countries. This is owing probably in pnrt to t!ie heat of the
climate, and partly to the persecutions of the numerous swarms of flies,

that perpetually torment them. They are rarely milked in the winter,

as tliey ai'e then kept at a distance fro:n the habitations of their < owners.

The usual ])rice of a cow and calf is 12 dollars, ami of beef, from 3 to Sj
per hundred weight. Hogs are easily raised. In favorable seasons they
fatten in the woods ; but if they are not fed occasionally, they ai'e very
prone to go wild. The price of pork is generally 6 dollars per k.undred
weight. The enemies of the hogs and calves are the wolf and p anther,

imd pigs are frequently destroyed by the wild cat and the ailigator.

Horses are not numerous. There is a sufficient quantity to answer the
.pui'pose of the inhabitants—but they are seldom raised for sale, A small

breed of Indian horses seem the mostharay and best adaiited tf) the cli-

mate—but the fine horses imported from the northern states, appear pe-
culiarly liable to be affected by diseases similar to those which J.ao.st fre-

quently attack the human species. Sheep are scarcely knowi. There
are not probably one huhdied hea<l among all the settlers in til le county
of Washins,tOM. The few, however, which are kept, are healthy and
thriving ; but the wool is generally coarse, and some of them have a ten-

dency tv be haiiy.
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POPULATION.

The number of inhabitants in the county of Washington, amounts to
about 5,000. The population of the county did not probably exceed
2,000—but the emigrations from Georgia and other states have recently
been vei-y considerable as to numbers, though not as to wealth. In the
county of Madison it is said there are several thousands.

STATE OF SOCIETY AND IMPROVEMENTS.

The people are considerably dispersed, and have enjoyed but few op-
plprtuuiti' s for mental improvement. We have no colleges—no perma-
nent scliools—no regular places of worship—no literary "institutions—no
to^^ns ; no good houses, and but few comfortable ones.

jN"ot many of our plantations exhibit any appearance of neatness, and-

the'- greatest part of our cotton is raised in open fields, in the river swamps,
wiihout even a fence to protect it. There are no manufactures carried
on, except some small ones of cotton in the household way. There are
fc V mechanics, and scarcely any professional men but lawyers. This
dish eartening prospect originated i>artly, perhaps, in the negligence of

the inhabitants, bat still more probably in other causes. The country
ion^; languislied under the Spanish government. After the Americans
obt;ii\'ied possession of it, the titles to land were for some years unset-

tled.
|
Bat wh.at has more than all retarded the prosperity ot the district

is its ..insulated situation, and its political connexion with the Mississipp i

terriUi»ry. Our neighbors on every side are Indians or Spaniards. We na-

turally catch their spirit and manners. We have heretofore been too small

to form, a dis i ict political community : and our being hung on to a terri-

tory, the seat of whose goyernmeiit and population is so remote from us,

augma Tited the eoBtemptibi<j:i'«sof our natiural situation ; and discouraged

thean\»"oach ofmt;n. whose wealth and energies are necessary to make
a country thrive. The riversof this counUy, not extending as the Mis-
sissippi does, through populous settlements of civilized men, bring no vi-

sitants tb our district, and the attention of emigrants by land, who have
any moiiiey to spend, is naturally fixed oti that part of the southern coun-

try whii.-h has some political consideration, which is more likely than

ours to iengross the care and tlie power of the local government, and to

enjoy a representation ui the national legislature. Hence this country,

fi-oiu its first settlement, has received but a small accession of agricul-

tural or domestic improvement, of learning, or of taste.

TRADE.

The pfi'ople of this district asually dispose of their beef, pork, and

C;Orn, to %he Spanish subjects in.; \'tobile and Pensacola.—Corn usually

sells at a^lollar per Spniish ban-el, which is at the rate of 66 cents per

bushel. The cotton commonly goes to Orleans, but is compelled to stop

at M.obii.-i an I pay a daty of 1-2 per centum ai v.iloreiu. As our popu-

lation increases, our trad<i will assume a more respectable character.

We are close to th.^ Ilavannah. Thither, and to tlie West Tr,dies gener-

ftlly, will to our provisions, oin- tir, pitch, turpentine and lumber. Otu'

cotton will be -transmitted direct to Europe ; foi- vess ds not drawing

more thenl/? or l4fH!.'t water, can cone moi'e easily to Port Stoldi^rd,

six miles ai)Ove the line, than tltcv can goto New Orleans. Noi-iml -ed

will they meet with any ,o1»3truction in proceeding 40 miles farther to St.

Stephens, which may lie regarded as the head ofour navigation for sea vee-
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sels, and at the same time the centre of our population. Above that,

there is an excellent boat navigation almost to the heads of the Tom-
bigbv, the depth of the water in.the shallowest places, wliere there is

a tolerable fresh, being 4 feet. Both foils of the Alabama are likx-wise

liavigable ; and it is much to be laniented, that the first adventure down
that stream, with the produce of Eastern Tennessee has, it is said, bee»

stopped by a band of worthless Cre^ek. Indians, to whom the want of a

superintendant of Indian aff\\irs in this countrv has long given a latitude

©f behaviour and a confidence in villainy, to which « speedy check is de-

manded by the honor of the United States, and the injerest of that set-

tlement.

t)N THE NAVIGATION OF THE OHIO.

\ThefoV.o-Lolng jitst andjudicious observations -were addressed to the

€arl of Hillsborough, in tJie year I7r0, token Secretary of Statefor the

JK'orih American department.'}— Harris's Journal.

"NO part of North \merica will require less encouragement for the

production of naval stores, and raw materials for manufactories m Eu-
rope, and for supplying the West India islands with lumber, provisions.,

&c. than the country of the Ohio ; and for the following reasons

:

*' 1st. The lands ai'e excellent, the cli-nate temperate ; the native

grapes^ silk-worms, and mulberry trees, abound every where; hemp
hops, and rye, grow spontaneousl\ in the valiies and low lands ; lead and
iron are plenty in the bills ; s^lt springs are innumerable ; and no soil

is better adapted to the culture of tobacco, flax and cotton, than that of

the Ohio.
*• 2nd. The country is v ell watered by the several navigable rivei*s,

communicating with each other ;—by which, and a shoi't land carriage,

the pro<^1uce of the bvids of the Ohio can, even now (in the year 1772,")

be sent cheaper to the seaport town of .\le\andria, on the Potomac Hv-
cr m Virgir.ia (where the troops of Genei'al Braddock landed.) tlian any
kind of merchandise is sent f 0!n Northampton to London.

** 3d. The liver Ohio is at all seasons of the yc-ar na^^igable with large

boats, jike the vve^t-co'intry barges, rowed only by four or five men

;

and from the month of Febniary to .\pnl large shijjs may be built on the
Ohio, a!ul sent to sea, laden with hemp, ii'on, ftax, silk, tobacco, cotton
pot-flsh, h-C.

*'4th. Flour, com, beef, ship plank, and oi her useful articles, can be
-sent down the stream of the Oiiio to AVest Florida, and fi-om thenc" t©

,the Wcst-Tndia Islands, much c'leaper and in better onier, than from
New V(»rk or Philadelphia to those islnnds

*•'
.ith. Hemp, tobocco. iron, pni such bulky articles, raav also be sent

down the stream of the Ohio to tljesea, at least .50 jier cent cheaper
than these articles "'ere ever cai'risd bv land carriage, of only sixty

miles, in Pemisvlvania ; where wagonna^e is cheaper than in any otiier

part of North America
"6th. The expense of transporting- Eiropern manufactures from the

«eA to the Ohio, will not be so miwh as is now paid, and must ever b-e.
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paidj to a aretttpaiiof the countries of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Mij.
ryland. \Vli;nv.ver the fanne s or merchants of the Ohio, shall lu-opei-

<

iy undeistand the business of trauspcrtulion, they will build schooueis,
sloojis, &c. on the Ohio suitable for the West India or Eui'opean mark-
ets : or by having black ualaut, cherry tree, oak, Jcc properly sawed
for foreign markets, and foi-med into rafts in the manner that is now done
by tlie settlers near the ui>per parts of the Delaware in Pennsylvania,
and thereon stow their hemp, ii-ci), tobacco, &c. and proceed with them
Xo NeM' Orleans.

*' It may not perhaps, be amisUo observe, that largo quantities of flour

are made in the distant (western) counties of Pennsylvania, and sent by
an expensive land carriage to the city of Philadelphia, and from thence .

shipped to South Carolina, to East and Wes^t Florida, there being little

|>r no wheat raised in those pi'ovinces.
*• The river Ohio seems kindly designed by nature, as the channel

{hrough which the two Floridas may be supplied witli flour ; not only for

^leir common consumption, but also for the carrying on an exter.sive

commerce with Jamaica, and the Spanish settlements on the bay of Mex-
ico. Millstones in abundance are to be obtained in the hills near the

Ohio ; and the country is every where well watered Avith large and con-

stant springs and streams for grist and other mills.

*' The passage from Piiiladelphia to Pensacola is seldom made in less

than a month, and sixty shillings yer ton, freight, (consisting of sixteen

"barrels,) is usually paid for flour, &c. thither. Boats carrying 800 or

1000 barrels of flour may go in about the same time from Pittsburgh as

from Philadelphia to Pensa«ola, and for half the above freight ; tho Ohio
merchants would be able to deliver flour, &c. there in much better order

than from Pliiladelphia, and without incurring the damage and de-

lay of the sea, and charges of insurance, &c. as from thence to Pen*

Bacola.
** This is net mere speiculation ; for it is a fact, that about the year

-1776, there was a great scarcity of pi-ovisions at New Orleans ; and the

'French settlements at the Illinois, small as tliey then were, sent thither

-.'in one winter upwards of eight hundred thousand weight of flour.

The list of road presented here was receive<l from IMr. Seelye^nd re-

^;ommended by him as the best and nearest route for tlie trader returning

|jy land.

^Vharton's to Marlow's - 1

5

Brumfi eld's - 5

Spel's - 20
Bond's - 10

Bssling's - 10

]M'rJraia!s • 4

Smith's - 14
Riser's - 10

Zadok Beshoe's - 15

Roads's - 17

Westly Frayhorn's - 7
Fisher's - 6

'l'a}lor's - 4 Boshier's-\

Koi man's - .S where Natchez road in- > - 12

Fartman's - 4 terst-cts with this
*

Sristoc's - 3 ^^

I
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COMMERCE OF THE OHIdw

-sfsr

We have he£n obliginglyfavoured with artranscriptfrom

the hooks of Messrs. JSTelson, Wade, and Greatsinger^

for two months, viz. J\*ov. !24, ISIO, to Jan. ^24, 1811^
197 flat, and lA keel boats, descended thefalls of Ohi(K

t8,6J 1 bis. flour
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