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TR A V'E LS

TO THE

COAST of ARABIA FELIX, &c.

LETTER L

Porto Praya, April 13, 1781,
DEAR FRIEND,

HE guefs proved right which

you furmed when I parted with

you on the Beach at Portfmouth and the next
morning’s light brought with it a favorable
wind.  What a glorious fight was the confe-
quence! near forty fhips of the line with above
an hundred others getting under way, the breeze
freth, the morning clear and pleafant; did you
ever behold fo noble a fpectacle? perhaps it
might ftrike me more forcibly, who was in the
B mudft
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midit of that bufy fcene than you who was, I
fuppofe, a fpectator of it from the Ramparts:
I beheld it with a degree of enthufiafm; thofe
ftupendous bulwarks managed with {o much art,
fuch regularity in the midit of fo much apparent
confufion, the alacrity of my brave companions
who were going forth to affert their own and
their country’s honor, the glorious events which
fo fine a force might produce; thefe and a thou-
fand other reflections of the like nature were
occafioned by this fublime fight.

The grand flect deftined for the relief of Gi-
braltar kept on it’s courfe, while our little fqua-
dron brought up at St.Helen’s for a few Hours; the
Conunodore then made known his ¢ommand by
hoifting abroad pendant, which could not fly when
an Admiral’s flag was in fight: we weighed again
in the afternoon and proceeded down Channel :
The wind continued fair and pafling the Lizard
Lights on the third evening after our departure
from Spithead we entered the Bay of Bifcay
famous for its ftorms, but found it of a more
mild nature than we expelled and had very
little interruption to our good weather ’till we
arrived off the Ifland of Madeira, when it be-
came fqually and tempeftuous, and we then
paffed two or three very uncomfortable days:
all our little amufements, fo neceffary to cheat
the tedious hours on board of thip, were at a

ftop;



COAST OF ARABIA FELIX, &c. 3

ftop; our card-table could not ftand, the chefs-
men were {wept off the board, we could neither
read nor walk; our dinners exhibited fcenes
diftrefling and ludicrous ; in fhort you can
conceive nothing fo unpleafant as the in-
voluntary motions one muft fubmit to in a
gale of wind: I found my cot the beft refource
and fpent moft of my time in it till the fair
weather returned ; which, after three days fuffer-
ings, we regained, and foon afterwards on com-
ing within the tropick met with the trade
winds, that blow always regularly and in the
fame dirc@ion, This phanomenon of the
winds, which produces eftects fo ufeful to navi-
gation and fo pleafing to the mariner, is ac-
counted for by philofophers on the principle of
the fun andeearth’s compound motion, as Dr.
Halley and Sir Ifaac Newton can beft explain to
you. Having now a conftant fair breeze and
fmooth water, our voyage became extremely
pleafant : we quickly arrived at the Cape-de-Verd
Iflands, and brought up in this Bay after a paf-
fage of four wecks from England. Water and
refrefhments are the objects that have brought the
fleet hither, of which we find a more plentiful
fupply than was expected : fince the Commodore
doubting whether there would be fufficiency for
the whole, has fent a part to the Ifle of May,
fituated ten leagues to windward of this.

B2 St,
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St.Jago,the ifland off which weare nowanchored,
is the principal of the Cape de Verds: they were
difcovered in 1449 by Antonio Nolli, a Genoele,
in the fervice of Portugal, and are ten in number,
laying between 15 and 17 N, L. 18 and 20 W,
L. from London; they abound in moft tropical
produétions, but from the indolence of the na-
tives and bad management yicld very little:
the exclufive trade to them and likewile to the
coaft of Guinea is vefted ina company at Lif-
bon, who pay an annual fum to the government,
but not fufficient for the expence of maintaining
the forts and garrifons, as the wretched condition
of them {eems to indicate. The chief town of
the ifland is fituated clofe to the fea, and is ten
miles diftant from this place; the road that leads
toitisvery narrow and ftony, up and*down cragg
hills, along which a jack-afs or poney conveys
one with tolerable fafety. The face of the coun-
try prefents an appearance of brown parched and
barren hills, feeming to have been formed by
lava and volcanic fire; moft of them terminate
in a point like the apex of a volcano; the val-
lies are fertile and if cultivated would amply
repay the pains of the lufbandman : at prefent
they produce trees and fhrubs of various kinds,
which grow fpontaneoufly, fuch as the cocoa-nut,
tamarind, orange, guava, lime, plantane, &c.
but the plant of moft confequence is madder,
growing in great abundance among the cliffs.

You
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You defcend to the town of St. Jago down the
declivity of a mountain, almoft perpendicular,
by a rugged and zig-zag path, with a precipice
on each fide; the town ftands encompafs’d by
hills towards the land; it feems to have been
formerly a place of confequence, butis now in a
ruinous and defolate condition, with few other
inhabitants but negroes and no trade; the blacks
came originally from the coaft of Guinea, and are
very tall and robuft : they adorn themfelves with
a profufion of beads, which they wear in form of
necklaces and bracelets, and in their ears large
gold and filver rings. The cathedral hasa refpec-
table appearance, ftanding very boldly on a cliff
that overhangs the fea; thereis likewife a convent
of Capucins, a pretty good building and plea-
fantly fituated;® the holy fathers place before

ftrangers who vifit them the beft cheer their houfe
affords.

Allow me to bring you back from the capital
to the town of Praya, compofed of a few mud
hovels, ftanding on a cliff above the landing
places a battery of rufty guns and a flag-ftaff
conftitute it a fort; the officer who commands
here is what the Portuguese call a Capitano Mor ;
he is a kind of commandant and dire&s the
* police, militia, and revenue. In the valley be-
low the town of Praya are two weils, from
whence our fleet is watered ; they yield a pretty

copious
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copious fupply thereof, though it is rather of an
ivaifferent quality; the furtheft well from the
feu produces the beft; other refrelhments are
Likewife plentiful here, fuch as bullocks, goats,
hogs, poultry, cggs, oranges, plantanes, cocoa
nuts and other fruits; thefe the natives bring
to market, and exchange for old clothes, fhirts,
blankets, &c. commodities they value more
than fpecic; from this traffic, which they carry
on with all ftrangers that touch here, you fee the
fathions of almoft every nation in Europe dif~
play’d in the coats, hats and other parte of the
drefles of thefe negroes, who make rather a fan-
taftical appearance from the variety and {habbi-
nefs of their Furopean habiliments,  This valley
is thickly planted with cocoa nut, tamarind,
and other trecs, forming a pleafant grove; and
interfperied amongft them are feveral officers
tents; great nunbers of foldiers and failors are
on fhore to fill the water-catks and buy provi-
fions; our fair countrywomen make it their
Promenade and enliven the fcene. An houfe
belonging to the Lifbon Company is on the
verge of the grove and extremely convenient
for our Iétes 5 amidft the conviviality of which
we forget the favage afpect of the land we are
on and bear more patiently the raging heat of a
vertical fun.  As our fhips, which were fent to
the Ifle of May are expected to join us here to-

morrow, we fhall moft probably fail from hence
on
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on the following day—You may fuppofe we are
not a little anxious to know our deftination:
wherever it is, I am perfuaded we have your
beft withes for fuccefs and a profperous cam-
paign. Adieu,

LETTER
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LETTER 1L

Porio Praya, May 1, 1781,
DEAR FRIEND.

UR campaign has opened fome-

what fooner than we expected.

While at anchor under the fanétion of the Portu-

gueze flag we thought ourfelves equally fecure

from infult as if at St. Helen’s, we were fuddenly

attack’d by a French fquadron in a manner we

littde dreamed of and for which we were by no
means prepared.

The point of this Bay to windward being
high land and ftretching pretty far out con-
ceals from us every thing approaching on that
fide ’ull it comes very near: under cover of
this blind the enemy advanced, nor did we
fufpe& the mifchief that thus threatened us till
on drawing near the point they opened to the
Ifis, which lay the furtheft out in the Bay, and

fhe
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fhe immediately made the fignal for difcovering
flrange fhips.  They proved to be a French fleet
under convoy of five fuil of the line and a corvette,
commanded by Monf. d¢ Sulfrein, Chef d'Lfeadre,
and were compofed of the Heres and Hannibal
of feventy-four guns cach, the Sphynx, Artefien,
and Vengeur all of fixty-four; they advanced
very faft on our fquadron with a great deal of
fwl fet, and being gallantly lead by their Com-
modore into the center of our fleet began to en-
sazeus. Monf. Suftrein in the Heros came to an
anchor, as did the Hannibal his matelet ; a {pi-
rited proceeding this, yow'll fay, to bring up in
ihie widtt of an cnemy’s fleet; but I fancy he
made his caleulations on furprizing us, and the
evene jullified them.  The condu& which the
other three fhips obferved I cannot account for,
unlels finding our Indiamen on the outlide they
miflook them at firft for men of war, though in
that they muft foon have been undeceived: [
thould think they would have co-operated more
cfleflually with their Commodore, had they,
like him, come to an anchor and dirccied all
their eiforts againft our men of war; a plan more
worthy of them than ‘that of {ailing about in the
out-fkirts of the flcet and making attacks on the
Indiamen, in one of which only they fucceeded,
boarding and carrying out with them the Hinch-
ingbrooke; but in an attempt of the hke nature
on the lortitude were gallantly beat off, and

C .omet
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met with a vigorious refiftance from moft of the
others: had they, owing to the aukward fituation
and unprepared ftate of our men of war, been
able to make any impreffion on them, the convoy
muft have fallen of courfe.  You will fuppofe
that the two French fhips in the midlt ef our
fleet had a pretty warm birtn, they were the ob-
Jects for almoit every one to fire at, and not a
fingle victualler that mounted fix four-pounders
but diretted them that way: from {o gencral a
fire they fuffered confiderably, and of-<r Randing
the brunt of it for near two how - ctied from
the fight much fhattered ; the Hanr val was par-
ticularly ill-treated, and in its retreat had fearce
clear’d our fleet before her three mafls and bow-
{prit went overboard ; fhe wasindeed a compleat
wreck ; her companions bore down to her affift-
ance, and one of them took her in tow: we
agreed that it would have been a more pleating
fight to have beheld an Fnglifh man of war per-
form that charitable officc : the French then went
off to leeward after their convoy.

We have to lament fome of our friends who fcl!
in the a&ion, and about two hundred men killed
and wounded; alofs, Ifancy, far inferior to that
of the enemy, who made their attack with grear
ipirit, it muft be confefs’d, butat the fame time
with little judgment, the want of which on their
parts, with finnnels and exertion on ours, united

tn



COAST OF ARABIA FELIX, &c. 11

to fave us in a pofition fo extremely difadvanta-
aeous.  Many of our fhips had not above half their
complementonboard: the fleet wasanchor’d with-
cut any order or regularity, merchantmen on the
outfide, men of war within; not above one or two
had time to get fprings on their cables, and lay
likewife fo much in each other’s way that fome
could not bring their guns to bear upon the cnemy
and others inthe confufion fired upon their friends.

How dificrent this from what might have
been the cale if we had paid attention to the
intelligence reccived on fhore and made proper
arrangements,  We found by the Port book at
Praya, (containing the names, countries, and
deferiptions of all fhips arriving here) taat a
French frigate came into the Bay to water but a
few weeks before and apprized the inhabitants of
this fleet which fhe faid would touch at I'raya to
refrefh in the courfe of the month of April, de-
firing them to have cattle and every thing ready ;
and the people of the ifland fo fully expeéted the
French fleet, that when ours appeared they con-
cluded it to be that of which the frigate had given
them notice.  All this we learned on our arrival,
and had we in confequence thereof kept a look
out to windward, had our men of war been moor’d
head and flern with fprings on their cables and
formed in a line on the outlide the convoy being

within ; had all our people been on board and the
Ca2 thips
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Mips properly clear’d for altion for which they
would in that cafe have received timely notice,
1618 to be praumed that we fhould have been
able to have given a better account of our own
fuccels and [!u’ enemy’s lofs: but who could fup-
pofe that the French, famous for their faich and
their eriguetse, would violate the neurrality of a
Port and attack us laying fupinely at anchor
under proteclion of the Portugucze flag? T mar-
vel much whether thefe violators of th(' law of
nitsns would have ferupled to have taken our
thic o, Lad they found them in the disjointed fate
LAy v ore in but aday or two before, when half
vweie watering at the Ile of May, the other
half in Porto Praya; and when thus {eparately
attacked they could have made but a feeble de-
fence and die greater part muft inewitably have
fadten. A manifello from the Court of Lifbon
i B have been the cenfequence, Bt | hardly

I reftitution.

'

thizl e would have procurce

fhould be glad to give you the fequel of this
01)‘ but having told you that in about two
rsafrer the enemy had retreated ina confufed
,m.i ihattered condition, our men of war went out
of the Bay iceming in good ordu and were fulured
onall fiest Y thc'( heersand acclamations of brave
and {pirited fleet, in which [ dare fay there was
nota man who did not envy them that viCtory he
truded they were about to gain: Iy after telling
you
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vou this, wllow me to draw a veil over what fol-
lowed, and confign to oblivion St. Jago and our
atchievenents oli that ifland 5 the gazetee will pro-
babily ex lain the remaining tranfactions of the
doy and 1 leave you to your own comuments on

the ceealion.  Adieu,

LLVTER
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LETTER IIL

Joeanna, cic of the Comora [linds,
Sept. 3, 1731,

DEAR FRIEND.

'T»;’ HITHER have you now
conduétgd me! Methinks

[ hear you exclaim on reading the date of this.
Where is this fame Joanna, and thefe Comora
Iflands from whence you now announce your-
fcdr? In what quarter of the globe are they ?
or, in what corner of my map can I difcover
them 2 Thus will you queftion me, if you are
net better acquainted with their fitvation than [
was tll of late.  Know then, that they are
ifiands in the Indian Ocean, whofe longitude is
45 caft from: London, laticude 12 fouth; are five
in number, Jounna, Mayotta, Mohilla, Angazeia
and Comora; rhat we have now touched here to
take in water ond refrefhnents in our way to
India, wihere ve are bound, By what mcans,
and
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.and through what adventures we have paffel on
-to this length, the event of our fecret expedi-
.tion, &c. you fhall briefly learn.

After leaving St. Jago our fancies and wifhes
were continually employed in devifing what could
.be the object of our expedition and flattering our-
flves with a fpeedy accomplithment of it.  The
two places between which our thoughts vibrated
were Buenos Ayres, and the Cape of Good Hope ;
it proved to be the latter; of that we were fully
certified on making the ifland of Trinadada fitu-
ated in latitude 207 fouth, longitude 2¢° wefl
from London. Wearrived off thatifland after a
:month’s paffage from St. Jago; when near the
Jdine we had much calm, and the weather was ex-
ceflively hot, the thermomcter being generally
88. our people of courfe were beginning to grow
fickly; however, in about 4° north we met with
the fouth-caft trade wind, which prevails in
the fouthern tropick, and frefhening by degrees
it revived us from the languor occafioned by the
<alm and fultry weather fending us acrofs the
aquinoctial line May 2oth. This event produced
the ufual ceremony of ducking fuch as had never
before paffed it which is performed by a tackle
fixed to the main yard arm, by mezns whercof
the perfon ducked is lowered into the fta and
there plunged three times ; but the {orfeit of a
bottle of brandy excmpts thofe who do not
chufe
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chufe to undergo the difcipline 5 the crew amuie
themfelves with various {ports on this occafion,
to which the grog arifiny from forfeits much
contzibuies,  Vrnidada had been appointed a
place of rundezvous in cafe ol feparation, but
all our fiips had Kepe together, and on cur ar-
rival there the chject of the cxpedition was
publickly notificd. The Cape of Good Hope
now encroffed the whole of our thonghts and
converlation, we looked forwards to it with
pleafure as the paiied of our voyage, formed
our difitrent plans of attack and fatrercd our-
felves that 2 few weeks would put us into
poficflion of that delightlul fettdement; b
vain were all our hopes, and the evil genius
that vifited us at St. Jago came again acrofs us
and forbad our entrance into alfe Bav, as the
fequel thall explain,

On the twelfth of June the Commocore it
forwards two frigates and two cutters to recen-
noitre the Cape, examine the poftu.e of defence
of the cnemy and difcover whether the Fiench
fquadron was arrived there ; thefe, cn their pai-
fage took an outward-bound Dutch Indiaman
which had juft left Saldanha Bay and was bound
to Ceylon; from the accounts teceived thereby
and letters found on board, 1t wa, difcovered,
that the French fleet arrived 1n Falfe Bay on the
atft of June; that they had even breughe the

fhateered
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thattered Hannibal with them by great exertions,
having towed her moft part of the way; that all
neceflary preparations were made for our recep-
tion and they were in daily expectation of the vifit.

The refolution formed in confequence of
this intelligence was, not to attempt the Cape;
and our famous expedition, from which fo much
was cxpected, tamely terminated in the capture
of fome Dutch Indiamen that we furprized in
Saldanha Bay on the twenty-firft of July: they
attempted to fet fire to their thips, but fucceeded
only in burning one; moft of the people made
their efcape on fhore, a few only coming over to
us among whom were two diftinguithed perfona-
ges, no lefs than 2 King and the Prince his fon,
who threw themfelves on our protection, rejoiced
at having gained their liberty after a captivity
of fixtcen years on Robin Ifland laying near
that coaft.  Their crime againft the Dutch was,
the having oppofed them at Ternate one of
the Moluccas, of which the old man was king.
As we had becn expeted at the Cape for fome
time before, thefe royal captives were fent on
board the Indiamen we toak to be conveyed to
Holland ; thofe very thips had alfo been fent
round from the Cape into Saldanha Bay as a
place of fecurity during the expedted attack ;
it was from the prize taken at fea that we gained
intellicence of them,

D Saldanha
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Saldanha is perhaps one of the fineft Bays in the
world ; it branches into three or four, the inner
one where the prizes were laying is called Hotties
Bay; it is compleatly land-lock’d, fecure, and
large enough to contain two or three hundred
fail : the furrounding country is formed by wild
uncultivated hills and plains covered thick with
thrubs, the only inhabitants thereabouts are
tvgers, antclopes, deer, and quantities of game :
did it but yield good water, it would be a more
eligible place than the Cape for fhipping and re-
frethments, but the want thereof is the reafon
that no fettlement has been formed there.

The whole country being one continued fhrub-
bery prefents an extenfive field for the refearches of
abotanift; there are a vaft number of plants grow-
ing wild which are foftered with much care in
Englith green-houfes ; the air was perfumed with
their fragrance; the climate is as foft and mild
as that of Montpellier or Naples, for though it
was the depth of winter, the air was quite clear,
and fun extremely warm, the thermometer being
at 6o. but we were allowed only a fhort time to
enjoy the pleafures of this thore and climate,
quitting it after a three days ftay and regretting
much that our vifit to the fouthern promontory
of Africa was of fo tranfitory a nature, where
our imaginations had painted to us the acqui-
fition of fome honour and much pleafure. By all

acs
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accounts it is a delightful fettlement. The Cape
Townisreprefented to beneatly andregularlybuile:
the adjacent country mountainous towards the fea,
but in land beautifully diverfified with villas, vine-
yards, and plantations, the climate remarkably
fine, and favorable to fruits and vegetables of all
kinds, which, as well as every other fort of pro=
vifions, are extremely plentiful. The inhabitants
are hofpitable, of plain and ecafy manners, and
much attached to the Englifh, with whom they
are greatly conneéted in time of peace, as our In-
diamen generally touch there for refrefhment, and
in that point of view only it would have been a moft
defirable acquifition to us, and I fear we fhall
have great reafon to regret the failure of this ex-
pedition during our war with the Dutch.

The Commodore continued with us for two
or three days only after we left Saldanha Bay and
then returned to England, taking with him two
fifties and two frigates, the reft of the force is
proceeding to India; and in our way thither
we have touched here for water and refreth-
ments, having been four months on our paflage
from St. Jago. This ifland appears very plea-
fant and inviting, in fad is is land, and that is
no {imall recommendation. I mean to vifit it to-
morrow and fhall defer a more particular account
till my next. Adieu.

D2 LETTER
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LETTER 1IV.

Foanna Town, Septeiber 23, 1781,

DEAR FRIEND.

HOUGH this is not the lwgelt

vet it may be reckon’d the
principal of the Comora Ilands; it claims fove-
reignty over and exacts tribute from all the
others: thefe pretenfions it is however fometimes
obliged to affert by the fword and at prefent
meditates an expedition againft Mayotta which
is in a ftate of rebellion; the natives on being
afked the caufe of their war with that people,
reply ¢ Mayotta like America:” they get their
fupplies of arms and ammunition from fhips that
touch here, and the arrival of fo large a flect as
the prefent will prove very feafonable to them,
as it is cuftomary for all to make prefents of
arms and powder to the Prince when he pays a
vifit on board which he does to every one; a fa-
lute is the compliment due on that occafion,

but
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but as our guns are thotted an apology is made
for the omiflion of that ceremony, and the Prince
readily admits of it provided he receives a num-
ber of cartridges equal to the guns that would
have been fired.

The King lives at a Town about twelve miles
off on the eaft fide of the ifland, two Princes of
the blood refide here; on going their round
of vifits they fail not to afk for every thing
they fee which ftrikes their fancy, and of courfe
the honor of making a prefent to a Prince, in-
duces one at firft readily to grant what they re-
quefl; but no fooner is that done than they
make frefh applications tll we are reduced to
the rude neceflity of putting the negative on molft
of them. Thefe great perfonages are very richly
drefied and attended Ly a numerous fuite of
flaves, who like their princely maliers are much
ftruck with the objects they fee but ufe lefs cere-
mony in their manner of obtaining them: Thefe
black Princes (for that is the complexion of
them and all the inhabitants) have by {ome
means or other obtained the titles of Prince of
Wales and Prince Will, the former has, I fup-
pofe, beeu jocolely called fo by fome Englifh-
men as being the heir apparent and the natives
have adopted the term, not the only one they
borrow from us; they have an officer ftiled Pur-
fer Jack who fecrs to be at the head of the
finance-department ; of dukes they have a pro-

14,543 digious
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digious number, who entertain us at their hotels
for a dollar per day and give us for dinner very
good rice and curry; thefe noblemen, together
with a numerous tribe of others of all ranks,
make the earlieft application to every one to fol-
licit the honor of his company and cuftom, even
before the fhip has let go its anchor they come
along fide in their canoes and produce written
certificates of their honefty and abilities from
thofe who have been here before, the purport of
which is to inform you that the bearer has given
them good cheer, wathed their linen well and
fupplied their thip pun&ually with all forts of
refrefhments. The effet is ftriking and fingular
on entering the road to fee a vaft number of ca-
noes which are made of trunks of trees hollowed
out with three or four black fellows in each,
their faces turned towards the frontof the canoc,
with paddles formed like a fpade, digging away
in the water and moving with no fmall velocity :
to keep thefe cockle-fhells fteady and prevent
them from over-fetting, they have what is
termed an out-rigger, it is compofed of two
poles laid acrofs the upper part of the canoe and
extending feveral feet beyond the edges thereof
on each fide, joined at the extremities by two
flat pieces of wood, fo that it appears like a {quare
frame laid acrofs the canoe: they arc very long
but fo narrow that one perfon only can fit
breadthways. The price of every article here is

regulated
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regulated and each fhip has it’s contrattor who
engages to fupply it with neceffaries at the efta-
blithed rate, but I believe it Is in many cafes ex-
ceeded by the great demand and the eagernefs of
half-ftarved people to obtain frefh ftock.

We find no other animals for our fea provi-
fions but bullocks, goats and fowls, the feafon
for oranges is paft, bat we get moft other tropical
fruits and whatever we want, have only to give
in a lift to a duke and he provides us therewith :
This, you will fay, isa new charaer for a duke
to appear in and fuch it feems to be, butitis in
fact only owing to the mode, they are their own
ftewards and difpofe of the produce of their
eftates themfelves, which noblemen of other
countries do by the intermediate aid of an agent :
they at lealt act confiftent with their charaters
by an urbanity of manners which one is fur-
prized to meet with in a people inhabiting a fmall
fpot fecluded from the reft of the civilized world.
They have aregular form of government and ex-
ercife the Mahometan religion ; both were intro-
duced by Arabians whopaffed over from the con-
tinentand fubdued the country; theoriginal Joan-
na natives are by nomeans thoroughly reconcil’d to
this ufurpation and fill look upon their conque-
rors with an evil eye. Like their fentiments fo
are the colours of thefe two races of men very
different, the Arabs have not fo deep a tinge as

the
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the others, being of a yellowith copper com-
plexion with better features and a more animated
countenance, they confider a black ftreak under
the eyes and black teeth as ornamental, the for-
mer they make every day at their toilettes with
a painting brufh dipt in a kind of ointment, the
latter is principally caufed by the chewing of
the betel nut: this cultomn which prevails in all
Eaflern countries anfwers to the fafhion of {ino-
king tobacco or taking fnuft’ with us, C‘(CCpt that
with them it is more general, no one is without
a purfe or bag of betel and it is looked on as a
piece of civility to offer it to your friend when
you meet him or take leave 5 it is a finall nut of
the fize of a filberd that grows on a creeping
plant like a vine; together with the betel nut
are chewed the leaves of theareca (a kind of palm
tree) and a fmall quantity of chiram or lime,
made of calcined thells, is added.

Their religion licenfes a plurality of wives
and likewife concubines; they are eatremely
jealous of them and never allow any man to
fee the women, but female ftrangers are admit-
ted into the Harem, and fome Englith ladics,
whofe curiofity has lead them there make fa-
vourable reports of their beauty and richnefs of
apparel difplayed in a profufion of ornaments of
gold, filver,and beads, in form of necklaces brace-

lets
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lets and car-rings, they wear half a dozen or more
in each through holes bored all along the outer
rim of the car.

The men feem not to look with an eye of in-
difference on our fair countrywomen notwith-
ftanding they are of fo different a complexion;
one of the firll rank among them being much fmit-
ten with an I'nglifh young lady withed to make a
purchafe of her at the price of five thoufand dol-
lars, but on being informed that the lady would
ferch at leaft twenty times that fum in India,
he lamented that her value was fo far fuperior
to what he could afford to give.

Thefe people are very temperate and abftemious,
wine being forbidden them by the law of Mahomet,
but that prophet feems to have had lefs compaffion
on his followers when he enjoined them the fait of
Ramazan, lating for a month, during which
they never tafte of any thing from fun-rife to fun-
fet; it is now about hall over and with furprize
we fee them every day toiling in the heat of the
fun, nor will the greateft thirlt they can fuffer
juttify the bare wetting the lips. ‘T'hey are fre-
quent in prayer, attending their mofques three or
four times a day ; wearé allowed to enter them on
condition of taking off our fhoes. Thefe buildings
are regular but quite plain; in prayer they prof-
trate themfelves on the ground frequently kiffing
itand exprefling very fervent devotion: the com-
putation of dime (which is dated from their pro-

E phet
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phet Mahomet) is termed the Higera, of which
the prefent year is the 1195¢h; their new year
begins Septemnber 14th: but I need not trouble
you with a recital of all the laws of the Alcoran

which you have molt Lkdy read.

The town from whence T date this 1s clofe to
the fea, firureed at che foor of a very high hill,
and about a mile and a hallin circuit; the houfes
are inclofed cither with hinli ftone walls or palings
made with a Lind of reed, and che flreets are little
narrow alleys excremely intricate and forming a
perfedt labynsths the beteer kind of houldes are
built of one within a cowrr-vard, have a portico
to fhield them from tae i, and one long and
lofty room wheie they rocewve guells, the other
apartmeits are facred to the women ; the fides of
their rooms are covered with a number of finall
mirrots, bits of chine ware and other little orna-
ments that they procure from thips which come
here to refrefb: thie miolt fuperb of them are
furnithed with cane phas covered with chintz
and fattin mattrefivs: molt of the people ipeaka
littde Englith, they ;vfds a particular regard for
our nation ard are very fond of repeating to you
that *Joanna-mucend Enghfh-nian all brothers,”
and never fail to ufl “hiow King George do?” In
general they appear to be a courteous and well
dhfpofed people and very fair and honeft in their
dealings, though there are amonglt them as in
all other nations fome victoufly inclined and theft

1s
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is much practifed by the lower clafs, notwith-
ftanding the punithment of it is very exemplary,
being amputation of both hands of the delin-
quent.

The inhabitants of this ifland, like thofc of
moft hot and tropical countries, are indolent and
do not improve by their labour the richnefs of
that foil with which nature has bleft them: cli-
matc here favours vegetation to fuch a degree as
requires little toil in the hufbandman but that
little is denied, fo that beyond oranges, bananas,
pinc-apples, cocoa nuts, yams and purflain, (all
growing {pontaneoully,) {cw vegetables are met
with; nor are the natural beauties of the ifland
inferior to its other advantages of plenty and fer-
tility, the face of the councry is very picturefque
and pleafing, its fcenes are drawn by the bold
ftrokes of nature’s matterly pencil = lofty moun-
tains cloathed to their verv fummits; deep and
rugged vallies adorned by frequent cataraéts and
cafcades; woods, rocks and rivulets intermixed
in ““gay theatric pride” form the landfcape: groves
arc feen extending over the plains, to the very
cdge of the fea, formed principally by cocoa-nut
trees, whofe long and naked ftems leave a clear
uninterrupted paflage beneath, while their tufted
and overfpreading tops forma thick fhade above,
and keep off” the feorching rays of the fun; in

L thefe
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thefe we pitch our tents and enjoy a fhort relief
from the ennui of a tedious voyage.

In the interior part of the ifland furrounded by
mountains of a prodigious height and about fif-
teen miles from this town is ficuated a facred lake
half a mile in circumference, the adjacent hills
covered with lofry trees and the wnfrequented
folitude of the plice fean wore caleulated to
infpire religious awe in thole who Vi this fo
queftered fpot, than any fawuty that is to be
difcovered i a parcel of wild ducks inlabiting it
which are deified and worthipped by the original
natives, who confult them as their oracles on all
important aflairs and facritice to them: being
extremely averle to conducl flranpers there, they
ftipulate that all cuns fhall be left at a place five
miles from the lake; the worthip paid o thefe
birds enfures their fafety and tranquillity, and
rendering then of  courfe perfeétly tame they
fearlefly approach auy one who goes there: the
Arablan part of the wlanders hold this barbarous
fuperftition in the ummoft deteftation, but dare
not forbid the practice of it, fo bigotted to it are
the others. )

This ifland produces no great variety of birds
or beafts; amongft the former the Madagafcar
Bat is the moft curious on account of its fize and
form, its dimenfions between the extremities of

cach
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each wing when extended are near a yard and of
its body from the tip of the nofe to the tail about
nine inches, the wings are of the fame texture as
thofe of the common bat, but the body is covered
with a furr exactly of the colour and quality of
that of a fox to which animal it bears likewife
a perfet refemblance in its head, and for that
reafon fome call it the flying fox ; they abound
on the coaft of Africa and in the ifland of Ma-
dagalcar, where they are much larger than here;
they are {aid to be of a very voracious nature and
to deftroy fowls and other domeftic animals,

The heat is very great at prefent and the ther-
mometer near 905 our fcorbutic men have found
the benefit of fhore and arc tolerably recovered ;
all are embarked to-day and preparations made
for our departure to morrow, when, if the wind
permits, we fhall be again launched into the
dreary ocean and with good luck may expe& to
fee the Indian fhores in fix weeks, amere nothing
of time to us who have pafled fix months at fea,
but I dare fay is morc than you ever with to fpend
on that joylefs clement.  Adieu,

LETTER
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LETTER V.

Mo ehat Bey, Dee. 1, 1781,
DI'AR FRIEND. 14.549

It are, I believe, doomed to

wander over the whole face of

the ocean and never to arrive at our deflin’d port;
to moulder away in inactivity and lofe by ficknefs
thofe lives, whichitis true we owe to our coun-
try, but we thould wifh for her fake and our own
to pay rather in the field than tamely on the fea.

Ourlofs has been very great fince we left Joanna,
an epidemical fever having raged in the flect which
has carried off a great number of oflicers and men
people will tell you that this has proceeded from
a particular malignity in the air of Joanna; but
I fancy it is no more than that particular malig-
nity prevaiiing in all hot countries where there
is much wood and where of courfe the night dews
are very plentiful, thefe are always pernicious to
men whofe occupations and duty oblige them to

be
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be expoled to their effect.  One valley in parti-
cular proved very fatal to them that fixed their
refidence in it; thole natural beauties of which it
boaftedd, formed by a thick grove of cocoa-nut
trees through which a limpid ftream murmured
and ¢lided to the feain gentle maanders, ferved
but asa decoy deltrudlive to fuch as were thereby
enticed into its bolom; and that it was a more
unhealthy fpot than any other muil be owing to
its being more covered with trees, and by that
means more fubject to the putrid and ftagnant
vapour found {o balcful.

Phyficians who write on the difeafes of Euro-
peans in hot climates recommend 1t to people
who touch at places in thele latitudes, for the
purpole of refrefhment, to flezp always on board
of fhip, and it would have been more prudent in
us to have conformed to their diretions in that
inftance, fince the ficknefs which has carried off
fo many affected thofe principally who flept on
fhore, amongft whom I happened unluckily to
be, for tired with my long captivity on the fea,
1 could not refift the temptation of land, and
lived entirely on the ifland, but have paid feverely
for it by the lofs of my health which ever fince
has been on the decline.

During the firft month after our leaving Joan-
na we received almoft every day the melancholy
tidings
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32
tidings of fome friend’s death, and in our vifits
from thip to thip hardly recognized others from
their pale and emaciated appearance, beholding
with forrow

¢« To infunt weaknefs funk the wariior’s arm,

¢ The lip pale-quivering and the beamlefs eye.
¢ Ieard ninhtly plung’d amid the fullen waves

< The ficquent corfe: while on each other fix’d
¢ In fad prefage the blank afliflants feem’d

« Silent to afk, whom Fate would next demand.”’

Taomsox.

At the fame time that I lament this mortality
which raged in our little army, allow me to anim-
advert on what in iy opinion has been more than
the noxious air of Joanna, a caufe of the misfor-
tune, namely the crowded and confined fituation
of our people on board of fhip. The tranfports
commonly made ufe of for the accommodation of
troops are more calculated to deftroy than pre-
ferve health, which can certainly he attributed
to no other caufe than the difficulty of procuring
fhips, forno pains or expence ought to be {pared
to promote {o effential a point as the prefervation
of the men., Did- not humanity dictate fuch a
confideration, ccconomy ought to point out the
neceflity of faving thofc lives which are repla-
ced at fo great an expence, greater than that
would be of giving the troops better and more

room\
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roomy traniports; and by this means, faving
half that perith at fea: but this fhould only be a
fecondary thought; the value of a Bricifh Soldicr
ougit to be the firft. In voyages of a moderate
length, the health of the men may be better pre-
feived on fhipboard than on fhore, provided they
have room, good air, and wholcfome provifions ;
care of officars may give every thing clfe; but
their utmoft effores can never keep the men n
health where thofe requifites are wanting. It has
been our misfortune, though going on {o long a
voyage, to have only the fame allowance of ton-
nage that thofe have, which are bound to America
or the Welt Indics, viz. two ton per man, abun-
dantly too fmall for them, what then muft it be
for us going to India? This mifchief has been
plainly pointed out by feveral fhips that have
been extremely fickly till near half their comple-
ments were buried, and after that, became as
healthy : we might lear., from this fatal experi-
ence, what quantity of tonnage would be proper
for fuch a number of men.  If therefore, we va-
lue the lives of our foldiers, and with them to be
landed compleat and fic for fervice in thofe coun-
tries to which they are fent, we ought to give
them a better conveyance than at prefent, and
take into the fervice, fhips more proper for that
purpofe : the deck on which the men lay, ought
to be pierced fore and aft; and by that means a
conflant current of air would keep it fweet and

F clean,
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clean, an advantage not to be obtained in our
prefent flyle of tranfports, whofc lower decks are
peltilential dungeons, and even on whofe upper
ones, from the number of men conftantly there
during the day-time, the air is putrid and un-
wholfome.  Large fhips are the ficteft {or troop-
tranfports, for many rcafons; but chielly, becaufe
difcipline and their duty, can there beft be taughe
to the men, which, by amufing the mind and ex-
ercifing the body, prcferve both in health and vi-
gor. If for the purpofe of cxpedition, coppered
fhips fhould be made ufe of, great care mufl be
taken that a quantity of water be let into them
every day, and pumped out again, otherwife, as
thofe fhips are extremely tight, the bilge water
will corrupt, and render the air putrid: nor
fhould the men ever be fulfered to tow their
meat over-board, fince by rubbing againft the fides
of the fthip, it contraéts fome of the bad quality of
the copper, and is very injurious.

But to return toourvoyage: thefirft three weeks
from Joanna, gave us the carneft of afpeedy arrival
at Bombay, a favourable breeze continually be-
friending us; but at the ¢xpiration of that time,
refigned us to calms, currents, and contrary winds,
which have been our portion ever fince: during a
whole month while the heat was exceffive in about
1o, north latitude, we expericnced one conti-
nued calm; nor was that the worft that befell us,

for
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for the currents drove us confiderably out of our
courfe; and, when at length a breeze fprung
up, it was directly contrary, and certified us of the
fhifting of the monfoon, which in thefe feas takes
place about the latter end of October : this is the
name given to thofe periodical winds that Llow in
the Indian occan fix months from N. E. or there-
abouts, and the other fix months from the oppo-
fiie points: we contended for a long time with
this contrary wind; but as we rather loft than
gained way, and began to ftand in need of water
and refrefhinents, we bore away for this bay, and
came in here November 27th; and it is mach
doubted whether the flcet, in which are many
heavy and bad failing fhips, will be able to make
good its paffage to India till March or April,
when the foutherty moonfoon fets in.

Chance could hardly have direfed us to amore
unpleafant or miferable place than Morebat ; the
country here, does not refrefh the eye with a
fingle vegetable production, but Larren hills and
fandy plains are the only obje@s to be feen ; of
fruits it yields none, and of cattle, only a few
half-ftarved goats and bllllocks, not larger than
maftift-dogs; the water we procure is lictle bet-
ter than a dittillacion of the {ea water, which by
voring through the fand, loofes fome of its Gl
particles; and to getit, we are oblived to fink

Fa wells,
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wells,  Yet thefe bleflings of life, fuch as T dc-
fcribe them, draw down upon the natives, the Bu-
doos or wild Arabs, who inhabit the mountains
what then muft #heir fituation be, when they en vy
the people of Morebat, the Dttle they poilifs?
or where can the attachment to the natale folum,
be more ftrongly fhown than by thefe peoj.le who
will fight to defend a country, one thinks it
would be a happinefs to be deprived of? From
the frequent incurfions which the Budoos make
into this diftriét, the inhabitants are kept on a
perpetual gui vive; and from their conftant ftate
of warfare, have acquired a ferocity of look and
manner, which makes them at leaft appear terri-
ble; they have long ragged black hair, which
they colle&t in a knot at the top of their heads;
are naked, except a rug about their middle, and
carry either alance or match-lock gun ; in march-
ing to and from Dbattle, they go in a rank, and be-
fore them dance fome warriors, finging at the
fame time dilcordant airs, and clathing their
fhields and arms.

Abdallah Ben Homed the Noqueeb or Chief
of Morebat, is now languithing with fome
wounds he received in battle, and lays ftretch-
ed on a pallet in the corner of a gloomy cel-
lar, which is his falle d’audience, where we are
introduced to him, and feat ourfelves on the

ground
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‘ground to take coffee with him and his generals,

while the Hookah paffes round ; this is a pipe of
a fingular and complicated conftruction, through
which tobacco is fmoked : out of a fmall veffe] of

‘a globular form, and nearly full of water, iffue
“two tubes, one perpendicularly, on which is
‘placed the tobacco; the other, obhiquely from

the fide of the veflel, and to that the perfon who
fmokes, applies his mouth; the fmoke by this
means being drawn through water, is cooled in its
paflage, and rendered more grateful: one takes a
whilf, draws up a large quantity of fmoke, puffs it
out of his nofe and mouth in an immenfe cloud,
and paffes the hookah to his neighbour; and thus
it goes round the whole circle. The hookah is

“known and ufed throughout the Eaft; but in
" thofe parts of it where the refinements of life pre-
“vail more than at Morebat, every one has his
* hookah facred to himfelf; and it is frequently an

implement of a very coftly nature, being of filver,

. and fet with precious ftones: in the better kind,
- that tube which is applied to the mouth is very
" long and pliant; and for that reafon is termed the

P

fnake: people who ufe it in a luxurious manner,
fill the veflel through which the fmoke is drawn

~ with rofe water, and it thertby receives fome of

the fragrant quality of that fluid.

The interior part of the country is occupied by
Budoos, jackalls and wild dogs; all which de-

fcend
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fcend to prey on the fandy plains of Morebat.
Would you think, that of all countries, this un-
happy place fhould be fituated on the coaft of
happy Arabia? If one may judge of it from the
fpecimen here exhibited, no term was ever more
mifapplicd, where the country is deftitute of
every vegetable production, the natives of every
rational enjoyment.

Large fleets of Arabian veflels are daily paffing
full of pilgrims going to Mecca, and merchan-
dife brought from Mufcat, Buffora, and other
places on the coaft, being bound for Mocha and
Juddah in the Red Sea; the paffage to the for-
mer place from hence, is but about ten days; and
the eafy tranfition to Europe by that route, will
I believe, induce me to feek cooler climes for the
recovery of my health, to which thefe torrid ones
are fo unfriendly : if I meet with an Arabian vef-
fel that can accommodate me tolerably well for
the fhort diftance to Mocha, the India Company’s
agent will put me in the proper channel to get
up the Red Sea, or I may poflibly find an Euro-
pean fhip to convey me to Suez; from thence a-
crofs the Ifthmus of that name to Alexandria, is
not above a fix day's journey, and I fhall then
be on the borders of the Mediterranean fea, with
daily opportunities of pafling into Italv, or fome
part of Europe.

The
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The hopes of regaining fo valuable a poffeflion
as health, can alone make me form this with, as
I thall give up my Indian expedition with the
greateft reluétance ; but as I retire from the fun,
1 flacter myfelf, I fhall receive daily benefit;
and that by the time I arrive in England, I fhall
be fit for a campaign in the temperate zone.
Adieu,

LETTER
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LETTER VL

Mocha, Dec. 30, 1781,

DEAR FRIEND.

O U will perceive by the date of
Y this, that I have put into execu-
tion the defign, of which I gave fome hints in my
laft, and am thus far in my way to Europe.

Tembarked about three weeks ago in an Arabian
veflel that came into Morebat Bay for water, and
was bound hither: my accommodations on
board it, were not magnificent, but I had every
thing that common wants required, and hd an
opportunity of learning of what difadvantage it
is on many occafions to have too many of them,
it is true, ’

They prove a fource of pleafure when fupply’d.

GoLpsmirh,

but wice wersd of pain when unprovided for. I
found myfelt rather uncomfortable at firft on that
account,
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account, not being able to drink my tea, or make
my eals quite fo much at my eafe as I was ufed
todn; but feeing my copper-coloured fellow tra-
vellers happy with alittle rice and water, and not
diftrefed for want of tables, chairs and napkins, I
adopted their cuftoms more confonant to nature
than my own, and foon reafoned myfelf into good
humour, both with my fituation and fare, and
having a tolerable cabbin, was not in danger of
fuffering from the fun by day, or the dews by
nizht. The Noquedah or mafter of the vefltl, by
name Hamet Ali, was a venerable old man, with
a long white beard, and lLad a benignity of
countenance that prepofleffed me in his favour;
his people likewife feemed to be good honeft
fellows, and I readily embarked on board his
veflel, notwithftanding, fome of my friends
thought it rather an hazardous ftep, but I took
care not to throw the temptation of booty in their
way, taking with me, fcarce any thing but my
bedding and provifions, and giving them credit
for fo much liberality of fentiment as not to
fufpet any harm, becaufe I was not of their co-
lour, or did not, like them, believe Mahomet to
be the true prophet. However, I endeavoured
to cultivate their good will as much as poflible ;
and on firft going on board, fat down with the
Noquedah and his officers to fupper, the floor be-
ing both our table and chairs, on which we feated
ourfelves ina circle, with a large bowl of rice in
G the
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the middle, and fome fith and dates before each
perfon: here I likewife found that knives and
{orks were ufelefs inftruments in eating, and that
nature had accommodated us with what anfwered
the fame purpole: we plunged our hands into the
bowl, rolled up an handful of rice into a ball, and
conveyed it to our mouths in that form: our re-
paft was fhort, and to that fucceeded colfee and
wathing, and on their parts prayer, in which they
were very frequent and fervent, always going
through the motions of it together by fignal from
4 man advanced before them, and every evening
they chaunted forth Alla Alla, and the praifes of
Mahomet for an hour or two after fun-fet.

Our veflel was one of the targeftof this kiad, and
had thirty hands on board: all thofe craft are builc
very fharp at the head, and fail extremely faft, al-
though they carry butone fail; theyare built of thin
planks, fown or rather laced together with cord;
their ropes are made of Kiar the filament which
covers the cocoa-nut thell, and their fails of cot-
ton: in our paffage we {teered from headland to
headland, and were never far from land, which a-
long the whole extent of the coaft, appeared bar-
ren and rugged; as they take only three or four
days water on board at a time, we were frequently
obliged to put in at different places for a fupply,
which made our paffage rather tedious, and what

might have been done in eight days was, owing to
that
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that circumftance, protracted to a fortnight, when
we arrived here.

This city appears extremely beautiful as you
approach it, being well built, and ftanding
clofe to the water’s edge; the houfes are very
lofty, and are, as well as the walls, forts, &c.
covered with a chinam or flucco, that gives a
dazzling whitenefs to them: the harbour is femi-
circular, and formed by two arms which run out
into the fea to equal lengths, having a fort at
cach extremity, The circuit of the wall is two
miles: there are feveral handfome mofques in the
city; but that with the tower built in honour of
Shadeli, who founded the town, and brought the
coffee plant into the neighbourhood, is the prin-
cipal one.  The Englifh, French and Dutch have
factories here ; the houfe of the former is a very
large and handfome building, in which I am com-
fortably lodged, and have already received bene-
fit from the falubrity of che air, and other refreth-
ments which I meet with. The climate is now
temperate and pleafant, compared with what I
have lately experienced, though the thermometer
is generally up at 8o. in the middle of the day,
and at 77. in the mornings and evenings; there
are no {prings of frefh water in the ton, but
fome of a very good quality within a quarter of a
mile amongfl the groves of date trees: provifions,
fruits and vegetables are in great abundance.

G2 Trade
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Trade has much declined here of late years #nce

Europe has been fupplied with coffee from e

Wett-Indies, which article is the ftaple cor -

dity of this country; it grows at a place called
Betelfaqui, fixty miles from hence, and is brought
here on camels: that patient and docile animal,
in thefe eaftern countries, fhares with man in his
toil, and tranfports his merchandife from place to
Place; he kneels down at the command of his
mafter to receive his load, and carries it with aflow
and fteady pace acrofs dry and barren deferts,
fupporting thirft for feveral days together; noris
this animal ufcful only for the purpufes of carry-
ing a rider or his burden, but likewife fupplics
man both with food and raiment.

The finctt breed of Arabian horfes is in this
country, and has furnithed us with thofe we
make ufe of for the turf; they are here chiefly
articles of luxury, ufed only in war, or for
parade: the governor has a large ftud oppo-
fite to the houfe where T live, which affords
me much pleafure as I pay them frequent v'-
fits; they are fmall, but finely fhaped, and ex-
tremely active; of this I had an opportunity of
judging yefterday when the cavalry had a field-
day in the great fquare, which, from the mode of
excrcife, called to my mind the idea of our antient
tilts und tournaments: the lifts were furrounded
by a great number of fpectators, and within were

drawn
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drawn up fifty horfemen; they firft moved in a
body, and performed feveral charges with greae
rapidity, then difp'erfed, fome took antagonifts,
and practifed with them a mock fight with lances
of ten or twelve yards in length, which they all
carried ; others went {ingly through their exer: ife
with that weapon, and the motions of attack und
defence ; their horfes were fumptuoufly capari-
foned, being adorned with gold and filver trap-
pings, bells hung round their necks, and rich
houfings; the rders were in handfome Turkih
drefivs, with white turbans, and the whole formed
to me a new and pleafing fpeCtacle. There is a
very martial fpirit amongll the Arabiansin gene-
ral; and the conftant flate of warfare they are in
with the Budoos, tends much to keep it up: thefe
roving banditti, who are {pread over the whole
country, occafionally form themfelves into nu-
merous bodies for the purpofe of plunder; and
often by their depredations, bring down upon
themfelves the Sovereign of the country at the
head of his army, who frequently finds great dif-
ficulty in driving them away.

The kingdom of Sunnaa, in which ftands this
city, is fitvated in the fineft part of Arabia, and
that which, from its fertility, beft deferves the epi-
thet ve annex to it; the Arabians term this dif-
tri¢t Yemen: the Imaum or king of Sunnaa, re-
fides at the metropolis of that name in the inte-

rior
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rior part of the country, ten days journey from
hence, (a day’s journey being twenty-five miles;)
the twofirft days you pafs through the fame flat and
fandy plain as that which furrounds this place ;
but beyond that, the country is fertile, and well
cultivated, being diverfified with hill and dale: the
town of Sunpaa flands amongft mountains, and
always enjoys a temperate climate, ‘The circuit
of the kingdom, they fay, is {ix hundred miles:
the Imaum has a large army in pay: he lives in
great flate at his capital, has a numerous ftud of
very fine horfes, and his feraglio is compofed of
one hundred and fifty women: in this blefling of
life, people may here indulge themfelves to what
extent they pleafe, there being no limitation to
the number of concubines, though only four
wives are allowed ; the feraglios are therefore
commonly in proportion to the wealth of the
mafter, their concubines being {laves whom they
purchafe: their idea of beauty, as may eafily be
fuppofed, differs as much from our’s as their co-
lour; the more jetty black the complexion of the
female, the more is fhe admired ; fat nofes rnd
thick lips, are confidered handfome; and there-
fore, the women of Abyffina, which country is op-
pofite to this coaft, having thofe perfections in
the higheft degree, fetch the greateft price in the
market; numbers of them are brought here, and
fent to the oticr parts of Arapia every year for
fale.  Where a man has only afew women, they

all
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all live together in the fame houfe, within which,
they are kept clofe prifoners, the jealoufy of the
mafter hardly ever allowing them to ftir abroad,
but never on any account to be feen by or fpeak
to another man,

The Gentoos are very numerous in this city;
thefe are a particular fe& of men that are
fcatter’d throughout the Eaft, and are no lefs
fimple in their life and manners than fingular in
their doérine : the founder of them was Brama
who gave them their creed ; they are diftributed
into what we term caffes or communities of
men who pratife the fame occupation and keep
themfelves ditiné from each other, they hold it
the greateft of crimes to drink out of the fume
veflel with one of another caffe or religion, ne-
ver cat of any animal, or kill even a fly, this le-
nity is founded on their belief in the metem-
plychofis which alfo induces them to feed all
kinds of animals, not knowing but that the {ouls
of fome of their friends may have taken up their
abode in the bodies of them, fo that the dogs,
cats, cows, pigcons, fowls, &c. {ubfift moftly
by the charity of the Gentoos, the owners of
them thinking it unneceflary to be at the expence
of feeding them when thefe good gentlemen are
taught by their religion to take {o much care of
them.

Chefcron
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Chefcron Hadjee the Englith Agent is of that
tribe, he has large conver/azionis every afternoon,
compofed of his brother Banians, (the denomina-
tion given to fuch as are of the mercantile caffe)
wl'a fit round the room on cufhions and take coffee
with him, they are of a lighter colour than any o-
ther people here, and fome of them might in looks
pafs for fallow Furopeans, they drefs in a long
clofe-bodied muflin gown and a red turban made
up into a form fomething like a woman’s bonnet;
they cherifh one fingle lock on the crown of the |
head, fhaving all the reft, and generally have a
red wafer fluck in the middle of their forehead,
which is a religious badge placed there by the
priefts.

I was witnefs yefterday to a curious ceres
mony, called in the Eaft champooing; com-
ing accidentally into the apartment where my
friend Chefcron, who is a little deformed drop-
{ical old man, generally lays reclined on cuthi-
ons, Tbeheld him ftretched out quite naked on the
floor, and profirate on his face, while his atten-
dants were rubbing him; I was atfirlt apprehen-
five, that the old f¢llow had fallen down in a fit,
and thought they were trying to bring him to life
again; they laid hold of his fleth in different parts,
pinching and clawing him with great violence ;
I approached him with fome fear; when hearing

“me fpeak, he turned wp his brown face with a
fmile



COAST OF ARABIA FELIX, &c. 49

finile, by which I found that all was right with
him, and to my furprize heard, that this operation
was looked on as falutary, and extremely pleafant ;
it muft without doubt promote a circulation of
the blood, and fupplenefs of the joints, every one
of which they pull and pinch, but I hardly think
we fhall ever borrow this luxury from the Eaft.

There arc many rich merchants here, but as their
wealth increafes, the fovereign makes a demand
for his thare, which is as much as he chufes toafk
for: when his wants are preffing, he fends orders
to the governor to demand a free gift of fo many
dollars from the merchants, which they freely
give, becaufe they dare not refufe : the governor
affeflfes them according to his own pleafure, di-
viding the fum to be raifed between Banians and
Muffulmen.

In travelling through different countries, the
firft idea that fuggefts itfelf is, whether the laws
and cuftoms which prevail, are fuch as tend to
make the people happy; and informing this efti-
mation, we are but too apt to meafure their feel-
ings by our own, which is in fa& to confider
whether we fhould ourfelves be happy in them,
arguing on this principle, we muft of courfe draw
our comparifon much to the difadvantage of that
country, where the violation of property isfo cuf-
tomary as itis here; and the intercourfe with the
beay Jexe is founded ,on tyranny and compulfion,

H inftead



5o TRAVELS TO THE

inftead of that delicacy and fympathy of fentiment
which forms thofe attachments with us. But to
weigh the matter fairly, we fhould pronounce,
that if an Englithman would be miferable in Ara-
bia Felix, an Arabian would be no lefs fo in Eng-
land ; the force of cuftom, climate and com-
plexion, which makes men equally happy in dif-
ferent quarters of the globe, will not allow them
to be tranfplanted more than the fruits of the
country, which can only flourith in their proper
foils. I believe the fonds of happinefs are pretty
nearly the fame throughout the world, and that
nature has in all places adapted the country and
the natives of it to cach other, Adieu.

LETTER
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LETTER VIL

Yuddah, March 6, 1782,
DEAR FRIEND.

Know not whether the fatisfattion

I had, on arriving at this place or
that which I fhall receive on quitting it, will be
the greateft: the former proceeded from its be-
ing the period of a tedions paflage from Mocha,
the latter will arife from the pleafure one muft
naturally feel at leaving a place that has not the
means of affording any.

I embarked at Mocha in a trankey of the
fame kind as that which conveyed me from
Morebat; and failing in the evening with a
freth breeze and rough ‘fea, which I thought
would {wallow up my little veflel, reached Ho-
deida the next afternoon: that place is in the
kingdom of Sunnaa; and being nearer to Be-
telfaqui than Mocha, fhips off much more cof-
fee for Juddah : the mafter of the veflel detain-
ed me here two days greatly againft my own will

H 2 and
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and his profeflions before we fet off; he took at
this place a pilot, as all the coafting veffels do;
and being again embarked, we failed at mid-
night, and had a much higher fea than we experi-
enced between Mocha and Hodetda; the {well
was fo great, that I doubted much ~vhether our
cockle thell would be able to live n it; we were
tofled about in a very alarming manner for twelve
hours, and then arrived and anchored off the
{mall ifland of Camaran, famous only for its good

water.

We failed early the next morning; the breeze
was at firlt fair, but did not long continue fo, and
almoft ever after, during our paflage, was con-
trary, and by that means it was protracted to
eight and twenty days, though frequently per-
formed in eight or ten. Our courfe lay along
thore betwixt the main land and a chain of little
iflands, with which, as likewife with rocks and
thoals the fea abounds in this part; and for that
reafon it is the practice with all thefe veffels to
anchor every evening : we generally brought up
clofe to the fhore, and «the land brecze fpringing
up about midnight, wafted to us the perfumes of
Arabia, with which it was ftrongly impregnated
and very fragrant; the latter part of it, carried us
off in the morning, and continued till eight,
when it generally fell calin for two or three

hours, and after that the northerly wind fet in,
often
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often obliging us to anchor under the lee of the
Jand by noon: it happened that one morning
when we had been driven by ftrefs of weather into
a fmall bay called Birk Bay, the country around
it being inhabited by the Budoos, the Noquedah
fent his people on thore to get water, for which it
is always cuftomary to pay: The Budoos were as
the people thought, rather too exorbitant in their
demands, and not chufing to comply with them,
returned to make their report to their mafter; on
hearing it, rage immediately feized him, and de-
termined to have the water on his own terms, or
perifh in the attempt, he buckled on his armour,
and attended by his myrmidons, carrying their
match-lock guns and lances, being twenty in
number, they rowed to the land: my Arabian
fervant, who went on fhore with the firft party,
and faw that the Budoos were difpofed for fight-
ing, told me that I thould certainly fee a battle;
I accordingly looked on very anxioufly, hoping
that the fortune of the day would be on the fide
of my friends, but heaven ordained it otherwife;
for after a parley of about a quarter of an hour,
with which the Budcos amufed them till near an
hundred were affembled, they proceeded to the
attack and routed the failors, who made a preci-
pitate retreat, the Noquedah and two having fal-
len in the action, and feveral being wounded;
they contrived however to bring off their dead;
and the group around the body of the Noquedah

was
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was truly moving; the grief expreffed by all,
teftified the regard they bore him, but in none
was fo ftrongly marked as in the furrowed face of
an old flave, who looked on with filent anguifth
while a tear trickled down his cheek. The wea-
ther obliged us to pafs that and the following day
in the difagreeable neighbourhood of our ene-
mies; and my Arabian fervant Mahommed, in
wi. .ic compolfition fear was a principal ingredient,
took great pains to reprefent to me how practica-
bte a thing i+ would be for the Budoos to cut us
oif in »ae night, iince they would not have above
a ftone’s throw to fwim; and being fo numerous,
might eafily board the trankey when every body
was afleep; I aflented very readily to what he
fa: , and ftiongly recommending to him to keep
a good look-out, doubted not but that his vigi-
lance would render my repofe fecure,

Throughout thisaffairIcould not but admire the
fpirit of my fellow travellers, altho’ overpowered
by numbers, they had unfortunately loft the day;
and the generous forrow exprefled by them on the
death of their leader, gave me a good opinion of
their humanity and féelings: but an a& of favage
cruelty they comunitted three days after, entirely
removed it.

One of the failors died of his wounds, and at
two o'clock they anchored near the land, and

went on fhore to bury him; three Budoos of a
different
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different tribe from thofe they had fought with,
came down to the beach out of curiofity, and
Ttood by as fpecators of the ceremony, which be-
ing ended, the failors, who were twelve in number,
turned to thele poor innocent fellows, told them
that the man whom they had buried, was killed
by fome Budoos, and in revenge facrificed thefe
people to his maies, {tabbing and mangling them
in an horrid manner; they returned to the vefle] ex-
ulting, and thinking they had performed a gallant
action, feemed as they told their tale to demand
from every one a fmile of approbation, but not
being able to give them one, I afked Mahom-
med, who joined in the general joy, how fuch an
ation could pleafe him; he replied, that they had
done very right, for their book ordered them al-
ways to kill an equal number of the fame kind of
people as had killed any of theirs: as a punifh-
ment to him for thefe senets, I was not forry that
he had again a night of fear and watching; for
towards dufk we difcovered a large body of Bu-
doos on the fhore; this put him on thorns, and
the idea of being cut off, did not (I believe) fuffer
him to get a wink of fleep all night. We left
this bloody coaft on the mosning following, and
ftopping at a place called Confidah to get water,
meeting with ftrong gales from north, which
obliged us to remain at anchor for days together,
but without any more adventures or blood-fhed,
we arrived here,

The
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Tired with being cooped up fo long in a finall
veffel, and anxious to purfue my route, I landed
at this place with the hopes of leaving it ina
day or two, and hLave been detained near fix
weeks, waiting for the failing of the annual Suez
fleet, recommended to me as the moft eligible,
or indeed the only fafe mode of going thither.

Whenlfay of Juddah, that it isterra fenza frutti G
popalo fenza Fede, I believe I give you a pretty juft
defeription of it; but toenterinto a more minute
one, I muft inform you that it is an old and ill-
built town, furrounded by a broken and ruinous
wall, having no fort, nor any guns mounted ; itis
fituated nearly mid-way betwixt Mocha and Suez,
on the eaftern coaft of the Red Sea, and is a place
of the greateft trade on it: the commerce be-
tween Arabia and Europe here meets, and is in-
terchanged; the former fending her gums,
drugs, coffee, &c. which are brought in {mall
veflels from the whole extent of the coaft, as far
as Buffora in the Perfian Gulf, and from Europe
come cloths, iron, furs and other articles, by way
of Cairo : the revenue arifing from the duties on
thefe is fhared by the Grand Signor and Xerif of
Mecca, to whom this place jointly belongs: it
was formerly tributary to the Grand Signor only;
but the latter, whofe dominionsfurround it, feized
on it; the affair however being compromifed
between them, they now fhare the profits of the

port:
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port; the former fends annually a Pacha to fup-
port his pretenfions, and colleét the revenue ; the
latter deputes a governor who is termed the Vi-
zir Xerif, and has the chief power and authority
here: the man who at prefent in that capacity
difpenfes law and juftice, is an Abyflinian eunuch,
and was a flave in the late Xerif’s family.

The people here are not quite fo black as at
Mocha, having a yellowifh tinge in their com-
plexions : their way of living is much the fame
as there; they fit crofs-legged on the ground at
their meals, wafh, pray, drink coffee, and fmoke
hookah five times in the day. There are feveral
coffee-houfes which are always full ; the common
people there drink their difh of coffce together as
our’s would their pot of beer at an alehoufe.
The women feem to have rather more liberty
than at Mocha, as I fee many of them walking
about the ftreets; but the appearance they make
is fo extraordinary, that at firlt I was doubtful in
what genus to clafs them; they wear loofe cloth
trowfers and yellow Huflar boots, have veils of
white linen over their faces, reaching almoft to
the ground, with only two fmall flits for the
eyes, and wrap themfelves in a large loofe plaid
of coarfe cluth; they have a varicty of gold and
filver trinkets round their arms and legs, and
wear necklaces of fmall pieces of money ftrung;
all thefe make a jingle like bells as they walk;

1 through
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through one of their noftrils they wear a ring with
a flat plate on it like a coat button and dye
their hands red with an herb that grows in the
country ; they arc as fond of fmoakirg hookali as
the men; and when they vifit, always take it a-
long with then.

Being near the fountain-head of then faith, the
people here are grear higots to their religlon,
and of courle inveterate enemnies to the chrritians;
any flranger of that clafs is fure of being infulted
in the ftreets, unlefs he has a guard with him;
they are not allowed to go out of the gate leading
to Meccca; and in their drefs, muft be carciul to
avoid green or white, two colours facred to Muf-
fulmen; and even of thefe, fuch only as are de-
{cended from Mahomet, may wear the green tur-
ban; nor are we thought by them to be worthy
the honor of mounting an horle; for they fay
as our prophet contented himfelf with riding an
afs, his followers have no right to be better
mounted ; but as the jack-als is an animal whefe
paces I don’c much admire, I talie my exercife on
foot, and can only walk for a fhort way by the
fea fide ; though as the country around is all a de-
fert, I do not regret that I cannot penetratc into
it; the only circumftance from which I have re-
ceived any fatisfaction during my flay here is, the
temperature of the air, which with fea bathing,
hus agreed very well with my norilein conftitu-

tion :
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tion: the thermometer having generally been be-
low 70.

About a quarter of a mile north of the town is
a whiic building called Live’s fepulchre ; and they
tell you that the was certainly buried there, and
that her grave is twenty feet in length, which
they determine to have been the ftandard height
of mankind at that carly period of the world;
the two Arabick words owmana hbowa, fignify-
ing Fve the mother of all arc inferibed on the
building; they go every Sabbath to pray there,
but will not fuffer a chriftian to vific it. The
two moft valuable produ@ions of this country
are balin of Gilead and Senna, the former is ex-
tra&ted from a tree which grows amongft the
mountains, the latter is a fhrub found near

Mecca.

Qur merchants in India ufed to fend annually
fhips from Bengal and other parts to Juddah,
but the arbitrary impofitions laid on the goods
and the frauds they experienced from the people,
has made them entirely difcontinue this com-
merce: amoft glaring inftance of villany in
the Prince of the country, and his Lord Lieute-
nant of Juddah ftands foremoft on the latter lift;
they jointly bought the cargo of an Englifh
fhip worth near £.50,000, took the goods, and
engaged to pay the money in a few days; but

I2 the
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the Supercargo after repeated applications, was
obliged to return to India, having only the Xe-
1if’s bill, payable the following fummer; accord-
ingly he returned, was very prefling for the
money, but met with no better fuccefs than be-
fore, and only received a frefh bill, with pofitive
affurances that he fhould be paid the following
year; it happened that before his return, both
the Xerif and his Vizir were dead, and when he
applied for payment of the bill to the reigning
Kerif, who was fon to the former, he flatly refufed
to pay a farthing, faying, that as the debt was in-
curred by his father, his father only was anfwer-
able for it, that it was true he was dead, but the
body was at his fervice, and if it would be any
fatisfattion to the creditors, he was very welcome
to carry it to Bengal with him,

A place, where the natural advantages are {o
few and the moral defeéts fo great, cannot you
may fuppofe, be a pleafing one to fpend much
time at; [ promife you I am impatient to quit
it, and turn my face northward,  Adieu.

LETTER
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LETTER VIIL

Suez, April 25, 178z,
DEAR FRIEND.

HOULD I tell you that I

arrived here* yefterday after a
paffage of fix weeks from Juddah, without enter-
ing into a detail of the manner in which I per-
formed that voyage, I fhould do injuftice to the
Turkifh mode of navigation on the Red Sea,
and pay but a bad compliment to the Suez flect
whofe performances ought not to be paffed over
in filence,

The conftru&tion and management of the
veflels are equally fingular and I fear any defcrip-
tion will fall infinitely fhort of the originals;
they were I believe, defigned by thofe who built
them to bear fome refemblance to fhips, but
having very few of the properties of thofe ma-
chines proceed on a principle totally different

from



62 TRAVELS TO THE

from any I before beheld 5 that primum mobile to
which fhips of other countries are indebted for
their voyages is here of little ufe and calms are
more favorable than wind to forward their pro-
grefs, for unlefs the latter comes in a very
fmall quantity they rarely chufe to expofe their
fails to it and herein feem equally averfe to a fair
as to a contrary wind, remaining at anchor till
it fubfides into a calm, their bufy fcene then
commences, the anchor is weighed and the
veflel put in motion by means of the boat with
about twenty oars in it, towing till a brecze
fprings up, when this begins to be more than
what our feamen call a light air they hurry to
the fhore and lct go their anchor, and for this
purpofe always chufe a birth the moft environed
by rocks and thoals, never thinking themfelves
fecure but when in the midft of danger; their
common time of anchoring, was about two
o’clock in the afternoon for about that time the
breeze generally frefhened, and in proportion as
that cncreafes they put out anchors till they
have fix in the water and two or three hawfers
befides to tie them to the furrounding rocks:
in this fitvation did we frequently remain for
days together; but in what they called good
weather we had not above two anchors out and
if it fell calm after fun fec they ventured to get
one of them up that they might be ready for
the land breeze in the nsorning, which generally

fprung
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fprung up at two o’clock and blew till nine or
ten, and as it hardly made a curl on the water
fuited our mariners exatly, they always got un-
der way with it as foon as it was light and fome-
times before; I believe without thefe land-
breezes, we fhould never have arrived at Suez, a
circumf{tance that very {requently happens to many
veflels of this annual fleet, for if they do not
make good their paflage before the latter end of
May, the northerly winds blow fo conftantly as
to render it impoffible, for veflels that cannot
work to windward, to get up the narrow chan-
nel from Tor to Suez.

As we remained then every afternoon at an-
chor near the fhore, nor ever ventured far from
it when under way; you may fuppofe that, in
the courfe of my voyage, I had fufficient oppor-
tunity to make my obfcrvations both on the Red
Seca famous in the facred hiftory, and likewife on
the.coaft of Arabia which was perpetually be-
fore my eyes; the latter being Arabia Deferra,
is literally what its name implies; the former
prefented no appearance that juftifies the term
given to it proceeding as {vi;e authors fay from
a reddifh tinge on the watcers, but no fuch did 1
ever take notice of: our climate was always
clear and ferene and became much more tem-
perate as we moved northward, indeed the wind

chiefly
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chiefly blowing from that quarter made the air
cool : during the latter part of var paflage, it has
blown very frefh at times, and obliged us once ta
remain at anchor eight days together in the fame
place: our fleet has fuffered very much thereby;
and we are laying here at prefent in company
with four other veflels, and are the only ones that
have as yet got up: intelligence over land in-
forms us of the lofs of four, driven from
their anchors in the blowing weather, and
wrecked; and that two others anchored near the
fhore, were in the night boarded and plundered
by the Budoos; one was wrecked a day or two
after we left Juddah, fo that five of them being
foft, and two plundered, near one third of the
fleet is difpoled of that way; five are at Suez, and
the reft have not been heard of: you may be
fure that I think myfelf fortunate in having ar-
rived here amongft the firlt, and efcaped all the
perils of this curious voyage of about two hun-
dred leagues; nor am [ {fo much furprifed that
we have been near fifty days in performing it, as
that, confidering their mode of manceuvring, we
fhould be able to perform it at all.  But to give
you a more exat idea thercof, 1 will tranfcribe for
your perufal the journal I kept on board the Ma-
haboube, bound from Juddah to the port of Sucz.
The daily height of the thermometer 1 have notfet

down for any particular hour, but have taken it
always
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always at the higheft point it was at in the courfe
of the day.

March 10,  Embarked this afternoon on board
the Mahaboube, a veflel of about five hundred
tons burthen, laden with coffee and pilgrims re-
turning from the Hadge, (the annual feftival of
the Muffulmen held at Mecca;) thefe lay inter-
mingled on the deck ; each perfon has a finall
fpace allotted to him where he fleeps, cooks his
victuals, &c. The great cabbin and round-houfe
are divided into fmall births for paffengers.
This veflel is built very high at the poop, and
fquare at the bows; it is fteered by a fingular
contrivance acrofs the deck ; between the mizen
and the main matt is placed alarge heam, which
projects near twenty feet from the fhip’s fides; to
cach end of this beam is fixed a finall one twelve
feetlong, the centre thercof being tied to the end
of the great beam, but fo as to allow it to move
backwards and forwards: from onc end of this
fmall beam pafles a rope to the rudder, and from
the other end a rope to the helmfman, who fits at
the aftermoft part of the poop and feers.

11.  Dropped down to the mouth of the chan-
nel, which is very narrow and difficult; anchored
there at noon. In making fail, they hoift up the
yards with the fails loofe; the Jower yards being

laid acrofs the decks while at anchor, the upper
X ones
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ones refting on the tops. The pilot is ftationed
on the bowfprit from whence he gives directions
to the helmfman. The fails are of ftriped and fi-
gured cotton. The thips are painted dark brown,
with figures and ornaments in white and red.

12, The fleet compofed of twenty-five fail of
different forms and fizes, weighed at fix A. M.
and proceeded in company: they mean to keep
together till they have paffed Yambo, which has
lately been taken from the Xerif of Mecca by the
Budoos, who have large boats, and it is thought,
mean to attack the fleet, or at leaft any ftraggling
fhips they meet with, Light air from fouth.
Anchored at four P. M. Thermometer 8$2. Dif-
tance gone about twenty miles.

13. Weighed at five A. M. Light air from weft
fouth weft. Anchored at four P. M. Diftance
twenty miles. ‘Thermometer 83.

14. Weighed at four A. M. with the land
breeze. Calm at ten A. M. Towed till 12.
Sea-breeze then fet in, and we anchored at two
P. M. Diftance fixteen miles. Thermometer 8.

15. Weighed at four A. M. with the land
breeze. Calmatnine, Towed moft part of the
day, and anchored at four P. M. Diftance fix-

teen miles, Thermometer 88,
16. At
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16. At anchor, wind north-weft, Thermo-
meter 8o.

17. Sailed at feven A. M. with aland breeze.
Calm at eleven. Light air from north weft at
noon. Anchored at four P. M. Diftance fifteen
miles.

18, Sailed at fix A. M. withalight air. Calm
at nine. Towed till noon, when breeze from
north weft fprung up, and we anchored at two
P. M. Diftance 15 miles. Thermometer 8o.

19. Sailed at four A. M. with the land breeze.
Calmat eleven. Towed till noon, when a light air
from north weft fprung up. Anchored at five
P. M. Diftance twenty miles, Thermometer 82.

20. Sailed at fix. A. M. Anchored at two
P. M. Wind weft. Diftance twenty miles.
Thermometer 83.

21. Sailed at four A. M. anchored at two P,
M. off Yambo, in company with the fleet, dif-
tant about a mile fromr the town: it is a good
looking place, has feveral mofques and a caftle.

22. Atanchor. Wind blowing freth from north
weft, Thermometer 79, Our boats pafs unmo-
Kz lefted
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lefted backwards and forwards, between the fhips
and the town for water and provifions.

23. At anchor. Wind north weft. Ther-
mometer 79,

24. At anchor. Wind north we(t, Thermo-
meter 80.

25, Sailed at fun-rife. Anchored at three
P. M. Wind weft fouth weft. Thermometer 854,

26. Sailed early with the land-breeze. Calm
at nine A. M. Towed till noon.  Sea breeze fee
in, anchored at three P, M. Thermomerer 86,

27. Sailed at five A, M. Anchored at three
P. M. off Gebel Haffani, a fmall ifland, being a-
breaft of Haura on the main land, Thermo-

meter 843,

28. Sailed with the land breeze at five A, M,
Calm at ten. North wind fet in at noon. An-
chored at four P. M. Thermometer 84, A
thunder ftorm at night.

29. Sailed at fix A, M. Anchored at four
P. M. Thermometer 79.

30. Sailed
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30, Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored at five
P. M. Light.air weft. Thermometer 83.

31. Sailed at feven A. M. Paffed through a
narrow channel of about amile in length, and not
more than twice the breadth of the thip, with
rocks and fands on each fide : after the thips had
paffed through it, they fired guns for joy, it be=
ing confidered the moft dangerous part of the
voyage.

April 1. Sailed at feven A, M. Anchored at
noon. Wind north weft. Thermometer 76,

2. Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored at four
P. M. having paffed Shek Bermak, a fmall ifland
at the extremity of a chain of fands and iflands
that extend from Gebel Haffani thither, Ther-
mometer 77.

3. Sailed at four A. M. and it being calmin
the evening, we ftood on towing moft part of the
night. Thermometer §3.

4. Calm till ten A. M. Wind fet in from
north, anchored at eleven A, M, Thermo-
meter 81.

5. Sailed at three A, M. Anchored at three
P.M. Light air from weft, Thermometer 83.
6. Sailed
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6. Sailed with the land breeze at one A. M.
Archored at three P. M. Thermometer 8o.

7. Saiedatfix AL M. Anchored at five P.
M. near [lai»  Several Arabs and camels came
d~wn o the hvach, and fome people went from
hence by land to Cairo, a journey of fourteen
days.

8. So'led with the land breeze at one A. M,
Paffed Moulah at fivé P. M. and the wind being
fair and moderate, continued our courfe during
the night, ftanding over for Raz Mahommed:
the wind fhifted at midnight to north, and drove
us up into the Kaftern Fork of the fea almoft as
far as Acaba. Thermometer 85.

9. Wind contrary, made little way and an-
chored at three P. M. Thermometer $o.

10. Sailed at feven A. M. Light air at north
weft. Anchored at fix P. M. Thermometer 84.

11, Sailed at fix A. M. Paffed the iflands
Tyran and Senaffre. Anchored at two P. M. in
a fmall bay called Sharm. Two or three hundred
Arabs came down to the beach on camels. The
captain of our fhip fent his boat for the Scheik,
and gave him prefents of coffee, &c. Our people

feemed to have fome apprehenfions from thefe
Arabs,
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Arabs, loading their arms, and keeping watch all
night.  Thermometer 85.

12, Sailed at two A. M. with a fair wind,
paffed Raz Mahommed at five A. M. which event
they celebrated by firing guns. Paffed the ifle
of Sheduan at feven A. M., and Tor, at one P. M.
foon after came in fight of Mount Sinai and
Horeb; the former is here called Taurofina: on
it is a convent of Greek catholicks, to which
many chriftians make pilzrimages; to enter it,
you muft be hoifted in a bafket ‘up a very high
precipice on which it ftands. Thermometer 84.
we ftood on during the night.

13. Atone A. M. a breeze from north fet in,
at day light we made for the fhere, and anchored
clofe toit. Thermometer 83.

14. At anchor. Wind blowing freth from
north., Thermometer at {fun-rife 66.

15. Atanchor, it blowing freth. Thermome-
ter at fun-rife 621, Two veffel. which were an-
chored near us, drove athore in e night, and
went to pieces ; the people were with difficulty
{aved, fome of which we took on bord,

16.  Atanchor, it blowing freth, Thermome-

ter at fun-rife 67.
17. At
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17. Atanchor. Wind north, Thermome.
ter 75, at two P, M,

18.  Atanchor. Wind north. Thermome-
ter at fun-rife 65, at two P. M. 80. Arab: and
camels are daily paffing along the thore. Some
people from a fhip (apchored near us) fet off to-
day by land to Suez, a journey of five days 01 cas
mels.

19. Atanchor. Wind north, Thermometer
at fun-rife 66 ; at two P. M. 74.

20. At anchor. Wind north. Thermomcter
at fun-rife 66 ; at two P, M. 74.

21, Sailed at fix A. M. with a fair wind, and
at two P. M. paffed Burkit Pharoon, fignifying
Pharaoh’s whirlpool.  This they determine to be
that part of the Red Sea which Mofes and the
children of Ifrael crofled, as related in the bible,
when purfued by Pharaoh, who they fay was
drowned in that very fpot where this eddy is.
Our people here killed a fheep, cut off it’s head,
which they fmoked with incenfe, and threw it into
the fea, praying at the fame time. The high
land on the Arabian fhore is called the Hummum,
from a fpring of boiling water on it. This place
is half way between Tor and Suez. The wind

continuing {air and moderate, we ftood on till
eleven
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eleven P. M. when it fhifted to weft, and we an=
«chored.

22, Atanchor. Wind north. Thermome-
ter at fun-rife 64. at two P. M. 76.

23. Sailed at feven A. M. Anchored at eight
P. M. Thermometer at two P. M. 75. Suez in
fight from the maft-head at fun-fet.

24. Sailed at fun-rife. Anchored off Suez at
four P. M. Thermometer 70.

Suez, which was the Arfinoe of the antients, is
fituated at the top of the Red Sea; it ftands fur-
rounded by the Defert, and is a fhabby ill-buile
place: the Thips anchor a league from the town,
to which the channel that leads is very narrow,
and has only nine or ten feet depth of water; for
which reafon, the large fhips that are built here,
muft be towed down to the road without matts,
guns, or any thing in them; there are eight of
them laying here which have not been to Juddah
this year ; one of them is at leaft twelve hundred
tons burthen, being as lofty as an hundred-gun-
thip, though not longer than a frigate; fo that
you may judge of the good proportions they ob-
ferve in the conftrution of their thips: the tim-
ber of which they are all built, is brought from
Syria by water to Cairo, and from thence on ca-

L mels,
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mels, This flect fails for Juddah every year be-
fore the Hadge, ftays there two or three months,
and returns loaded with coffve: chis is fo material
an article in the diet of a2 Muflulman, that the
prayers and wifhes of them all arc offered up for
its fafety; and I believe next to the lofs of their
country, the lofs of their coffee would be moft
feverely felt by them : the greateft part of it is
{ent to Conftantinople, and other parts of Turkey,
but a fmall quantity going to I'rance and Italy.

Suez is fo wretched a place, that though, as
you mdy fuppofe, I am heartily tired of my Tur-
kifh fhip, yet fooner than ftay on fhore, I prefer
waiting on board it till the Caravan fets out for
Cairo, which will be in two or three days. Ifhall
not be a little pleafed when this paffage of the
Defert is over, to which I look forward with a kind
of dread from the heat and fatigue likely to at-
tend it, the feafon being advanced far beyond my
expectations when I firft turned my face towards
Europe ; but my health is much mended of late.
and I flatter myfelf will be cqual to the fatigue of
the journey ; befides when T confider that it will
be only of threc days continuance, and all the re-
mainder of my way will te finooth and eafy, I
fhall bear the inconvenience more patiently.
Adieu,

LETTER
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LETTER IX.

' Cairo, May 1, 1782,
DEAR FRIEND.

ARRIVED at this place early yef-

terday morning after a moft difa-
greeable journey acrofs the Defert, but fortunate-
ly a fhorter one than ufual, having performed it
in a day and an half.

When I tell you that I came with a Caravan
from Suez, I fthould likewife tell you, that a
Caravan in thefe countries, fignifies an affem-
blage of camels, horfes, mules, men and other
animals, who are formed into large bodies for
the fake of mutual protettion; and as they
travel in fome parts for two or three months
together over wafte and barren deferts, which
yield nothing for the fupport either of man or
beaft, are obliged to take all neceffaries with
them, and particularly water: it is on thefe oc-
cafions that they find the fuperior excellence of

L2 the
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the camel to all other animals; not only from
its great ftrength and unwearied perfeverance,
but from that property it has of fuftaining thirft
for feveral days. Thofe annual caravans which
go from Aleppo and Cairo to Mecca, are often
compofed of thirty or forty thoufand people, and
are under military government, an officer being
appointed by the Grand Signor, called the Emir
Hadge, who conduéts and commands them; the
order of march is regular, and by ranks; the
difcipline is very exact, and a guard of Janiffaries
with field-pieces form the efcort: they have re-
gular times of marching and halting, which is
done by fignal. When they take up their ground
for the night, tents are pitched, kitchens, cook-
thops and coffee-houfes are immediately ereted,
and a large camp is formed; every thing is as
quickly packed, and the camels are loaded in the
morning to be ready for gun-firing, which puts
the whole body in motion. The caravan from
Cairo performs its journey to Mecca in forty days,
where having ftaid about a month to celebrate
the Hadge, a feftival in which both the interefts
of trade and religion are equally confulted; it
returns in the fame order, ftopping at Medina in
the way back, to pay a vifit to and make offer-
ings at the fhrine of Mahommed, that having
been the placc of his interment, as Mecca was of
his nativity.

The
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The zeal fhewn by Muffulmen, and the toils and
fufferings undergone by them for the fake of
paying this compliment to their prophet, are
wonderful ; they flock to Mecca from all parts of
the Mahometan countries, and perform the moft
laborious journies: the poorer part of thefe pil-
grims, depend on charity for their fupport, which
rarely yields them any thing better than a fcanty
allowance of bread and water. Vanity, religion,
fuperftition and commerce, are the four principal
caufes of thefe annual pilgrimages. A Mufful-
man that has been at Mecca, gains therebya de-
gree of credit and honor amongft his country-
men, with the term of Hadge added to his name
whenever he is fpoke to; his attendance there
once at leaft in his life is required by his creed:
many vifit it in compliance with vows made at
fome time of impending danger, or conditionally
on the attainment of a defirable obje@; others
who have lead diffolute lives go there for abfo-
lution, and with an intention to reform; and
others for the purpofes of traffick : all fancy them-
felves the better for having been there ; and from
that conviction, perhaps many really become fo.

But to return from Mahommed to my Suez ca-
ravan. This being under no regulations, was an
irregular and ftraggling body, confifting of about
one thoufand camels, and half as many men, and
iet out about noon 28th of April, travelling on till

eight
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eight at night: we then took up our ground ; tie
camels eafed of their burthens, placed themfelves
in circles round their food couchant with their legs
under them, and the men in the fame order formed
their meffes : the caravan was in motion by three
the next morning, and travelled on without mak-
ing one fingle halt, even to give the camels wa-
ter or {ood, till nine at night: you may trom
hence be able to form fome conjeture of the
power of that animal; the pace we went at,
feemed to be nearly four miles an hour, and this
was continued for cighteen hours together. My
travelling carriage was termed a Kufhob; to
compare fmall things with great, 1 may fay that
it refembles the body of a coach, with an open-
ing between the two feats for the back of the ca-
mel on which it 1s placed longitudinally, fo that
one feat hangs on one fide, the other on the
other, and on each f{its a perfon: I had a canopy
over the top, in which I found fingular ufe, as
the heat of the fun was intolerable; and though
1 could not be conveyed in a manner more fa-
vorable to my feelings, laying along on mattraf~
fes and pillows placed over the feat; yet the un-
cafy motion of the camel, the heatof the weather,
and the exceflive drought I experienced, render-
ed it the moft unpleafant journey I ever made; I
took < ut my thermometer about two o’clock,
and found it g2. but 1t foon rofe to 96. and fearful
that if [ kept it Jonger expofed to this air of fire,

1t
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it would rife ftill higher, a fight to wlhich my
{pirits were not equal, I put it by. Half dead
with heat and fatigue, I was confidering whether
it would be poflible for me to fupport another
day, which I expected we were to pafs in the fame
way before we arrived at Cairo, when a Turk
who came up from Juddah in the fame fhip with
me, rode up to my carriage, afking me Chooft
Bakar Nile? Do you fee the Nile? pointing at
the fame time to a fpot not very far diftant, tell-
ing me immediately after, that we fhould get to
the walls of Mezr (the Turkifh name for Cairo,)
that night, and go in next morning at fun-rife. |
hardly knew how to credit fo joyful a picce of
pews; but he continuing to aflere it ferioufly, I
at length believed him, and to mec it was hke a
fentence of repricve to a condemned man; we
accordingly tiavelled on till near nine, and then
came to a fmall village, where we put up for the
night, and to my no fmall joy arived here carly
the next morning, The diftance from Suez hi-
ther is eighty miles, and is always a three days
journey for loaded camels, but our’s all belong-
ing to Cairo, and being light, as the coffee they
came for was not ready, they made their journey
in this fhort time that I have mentioned,

Having explained to you the mode of our tru-
velling, it will not require many words to deferibe
a country uniformly barren and fandy; fome part

I3
ol
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of the way lay through a narrow valley, which
appeared to be the bed of the canal that was
made to join the Mediterranean with the Red
Sea, and came into the latter at Suez; a great
number of petrified branches of trees, and pieces
of wood are met with on the road, with here and
there a carcafe on which the vultures prey, and in
fome parts a few ftunted fhrubs: every one in
thefe journies goes armed, as the caravans are
frequently attacked and plundered by the wild
Arabs, who ftrip the people, and leave them to
perith on the Defert, a circumftance that I am
forry to fay, happened to feveral of our country-
mien about three years ago in the following me-
lancholy manner,

A contraband trade had for fome years been
carried on by Englith people from India to Cairo,
much to their advantage, and as much to the
prejudice of our commerce from thence to Eu-
rope: feveral fhips came annually to Suez with
cargoes from India; and though there was a Fir-
man of the Grand Signor’s, to whon that port
belongs, ftrictly forbidding all foreign fhips or
chriftians to approach Suez; yet as the Pacha of
Cairo and Chief Bey, found their intereft in this
illicit trade, they fuffered”the Firman to fleep,
which 1t did, till a new Pacha was fent from Con-
ftantinople with {tri¢t orders to enforce it, where~

on the following trazical adventure befell the
Englifh-
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Englifhmen when they came next to Suez with
their accuftomed merchandife: not aware of this
change of men and meafures at Cairo they land-
ed the cargoes of their fhips at Suez, paid the
duties, loaded the camels, and fet off: they tra-
velled on the firft day with fecurity, pleafing
themfelves probably with the vifionary wealth
which thele goods were to produce to them, and
little thinking how fad a reverfe the next morn-
ing’s light would occafion: fcarce had they
movedoff the ground where they paffed the night,
when they were furrounded by a large body of
men, plundered, wounded, firipped, and left
naked on the Defert, the camels with all their
effets, water and provifions being taken off by
the robbers: in this piteous plight they confulted
what was to be done, the only alternative being
whether they fhould return to Suez, or proceed
to Cairo : they imprudently refolved on the lat-
ter, whither the diftance was double of that to
Suez, to which place two only of the company,
wifer than the reft, made good their retreat; the
others went towards Cairo, at the inftance of a
Commander of one of the thips, who told them
that he knew the way acrofs the Defert, and that
by going ftraight to Cairo, and laying their cafe
before the government, they would ftand a better
chance of recovering their goods; he gave the
firft proof how bad his counfel was, for being
foon fpent with heat and fatigue, he dropped

M and
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and died. Being without their pilot, the reft had
but little chance of finding their way acrofs the
Defert, where there is hardly a track; indeed had
they known it perfeitly, it would have availed
them little, naked and expofed to the fcorching
beams of an African fun in the month of Augutt,
without a drop of water to allay the raging thirll
they muft have experienced : all perifhed except
one, who arrived fpent and fpecchlefs at fome
Arab huts about aleague from Cairo; the people
there took a great deal of care of him, recovered
him a little, and brouglit him hither; he could
{carcely articulate the name of the perfon to whofe
houfe he withed to go, who hardly knew him, fo
disfigured as he was with his {ufferings, which he
did not get the better of in a twelvemonth.

You will join with me, no doubt, in condemn=
ing the cruelty and weaknefs of a government that
executes its laws under the mafk of robbery, and
inflicts punifhment in the miferable manner 1
have above related; and fuch was the mode a-
dopted by the Pacha and Bey to put in force the
Firman of the Grand Signor ; they themfelves in
fa@ plundered the Caravan, by means of their
foldiers whom they fent on this errand, and ap-
propriated the {poil to their own ufe: they con-.
trived likewife to get poffeffion of the Englifh
thips by an artifice of the fame dark nature, and
imprifoned the crews, 1The government of Cairo,

which
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which by openly feizing the effets of the people
who came there contrary to the order of the
Grand Signor, and contrary to the laws of their
own country, would have acted properly, may
jultly ftand taxed with the greateft inhumanity
for the conduc they obferved; and fearful that
it might draw on them the refentment of the
Tnglhith, who with a {ingle frigate could deftroy
their whole trade in thie Red Sca: they obliged
all the Englithmen who were then at Cairo to
bind themfelves, under the penalty of a confider-
able fum, that no fteps thould be taken to re-
venge what had happened, making them find a
merchant who refided at Cairo to be furety for
them,

No chriftian fhips have come to Sucz fince
this affair: a frigate with difpatches from India
came to Cofire about eighteen months ago; but
the perfon charged with th:m being contraband,
was imprifoned here by the Pacha, and fent to
Conftantinople; for the Firman not only forbids
foreign fhips, and particularly Englifh, from ap-
proaching the port of Suez, but all chriftians, de-
claring, «That the fea of Suez was defigned for
« the noble pilgrimage of Mecca; and that the
¢ port thereof is a port of two illuflrious citics,
« which are thofe that make the light of the
¢ truth to fhine, and the law of the prophet; and
“ are eftablifhed to promote religion and juftice,

M 2 Mecc
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¢ Mecca the enlighteaed, and Medina the hon-
« oured; wherefore, it fays, let fuch chriftians as
“ come there, be imprifoned, and their effefls
< confifcated ; and let no one endeavour to fet
them free.” I have been thus, you fee, ignorant-
ly running into a danger that I was not aware of,
and am here on fufpicious ground; butlam told
that having come to Suez in a fhip of the country,
and travelling in a private way, I thall efcape un-
noticed, however, I promife you, my ftay will not
be long unlefs per force; at all rifques I muft fee
the pyramids, and then I hope to quit Cairo, and
fhortly after, the land of Egypt.

The inferior ftation which the Franks, as we
are termed, hold in this country, has already dif-
gufted me againft it: among other proofs thereof,
is one of which I daily experience the humiliat-
ing effe, being obliged to ride about the city on
a jack-afs, while the Muffulmen are mounted on
moft beautiful Arab horfes: it is not only from
being debarred the privilege of riding an. horfe,
though that is mortifying, but from the general
oppreflion prevailing here, and the particular
contempt in which the chriftians are held by thefe
people, that I am furprized a fingle one fhould
be found amongft them. But avarice knows no
prejudices; and man not contented with a fuffi-
ciency braves every thing to enrich himfelf,
efteeming little the facrifice of cach generous
fecling provided wealth does but follow. Adicu,

LETTER
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LETTER X

Cairo, May 7, 1782,
DEAR FRIEND,

SET out from hence the day be~
fore yefterday, accompanied by a

party of friends to view the pyramids.

We leftCairo in the afternoon mounted on jack-
affes, which convey’d us to Bular, the port belong-
ing to this place, and there embarked on the
Nile for Giza, a voyage of about a league; it

. ftands higher up on the other fide of the river,
and is oppofite to Qld Cairo; fome travellers
have afferted that it is on the fcite of the an-
tient Memphis but without juft grounds.

Being arrived there we found a houfe by the
water-fide prepared for our reception and ftored
with a plenteous fupply of viands and liquors,
for which accommodations we were indebted to

fome
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fome Italian gentlemen fettled at Cairo. Our
firft bufinefs w.s to fiad the Scheik of the tribe
of Arabs inhabiting the environs of Giza and
the pyramis, to let him know our intentions of
going thither in the morning and fecure his
company as a proteion to us ; accordingly we
difpatched an embaflador who returned accom-
peuied by the Scheik: fome of our party were
well acquainted with him as he had attended
thcr before on the like occafion and welcomed
Liin into our prefence with a bumper of brandy,
to which though a Muffulman he ﬂmwgd no re-
pugnance, but drank near a bottle™and after
we had adjufted all preliminaries refpedting our
next day’s motions, he retired.

It having been agreed that we fhould fet off at
three o’clock in the morning, the Scheik at-
tended by an aid de camp, waited on us at that
hour, and being provided with a number of wax
candles, neceflary for examining the infide of
the pyramid, and with all other requifites, we
mounted our jack-affes. We arrived at the foot
of the pyramids at day-break, by which means
they opened to us all at once appearing ftill
more vaft in that ambiguous light, and I know
not whether my aftonithment and fatisfac-
tion were greater, on thus fuddenly viewing
thofe ftupendous fabricks, or afterwards in mi-

nutely
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nutely examining their feveral parts and con-
ftruttion.

Afterhaving gazed at them with wonder for
fome time we prepared to pry into the inmoft
recefles of the larger pyramid into which only of
the three there is an entrance ; having lighted our
candles we crept in at a finall aperture in one of
the fides about one fourth of the way up from
the bafe of the pyramid : crawling along on our
hands and knees for fome way down a floping and
rugged path we came to the lower apattment,
where difcovering nothing that engaged our cu-
riofity we foon left it, and afcended by a more
regular paffage up to the great chamber: being
arrived there we found ita fpacious well-propor-
tioned room, at one end is a tomb or farcophagos
of Granite thought to have' contained the body
of the prince who built this pyramid as his fe-
pulchral monument : the chamber is lined with
granite throughout, the cieling being formed of
nine long ftones: this room is thirty-fix feet
long, cighteen feet wide, and twenty feet high;
the farcophagus is feven feet long, four feet wide,
and four feet deep. There is a room above this
but no way to go up to it. There is likewife
fuppofed to be one below that which we firft
went into; the way to it is by a deep kind of
hole or well which probably leads down to the
ifland, formed by the watcr of the Nile at the

ume
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time of the annual inundation, according to He-
rodotus’s account, who fays that there was a tomb
on the ifland.

Having attentively viewed thefe inner regions
we crept out again half choaked with duft and
almoft fuffocated with the clofenefs of the air:
after a thort repofe we fcaled the fides of the py-
ramid, which have the appearance of a flight of
fteps or rows of benches decreafing to a point,
for the original fmooth and polithed furface hav-
ing mouldered away; the ftones placed in regu-
lar rows, bear the form I defcribe, ferving by
that means as fteps to the very fummit from
whence the view is extenfive and noble, taking
in the Nile and fertile country on each fide of
it’s banks for a confiderable tract, numberlefs
villages, Old Cairo, Giza, the pyramids of Sa-
cara, where are the catacombs, &c. &c. Al-
though there are pyramids without humber fcat-
tered all over the country, yet thefe are the three
that we call emphatically #be pyramids, and are
here termed E/ Haram di Giza from their vici-
nity to that place; they ftand about nine miles
from the banks of the Nile and on the verge of
the fertile country, being placed on- elevated
ground up to the foot of which the water
flows on the annual inundation; they are of
different fizes: The large one according to
Greaves’s meafurement is 700 feet fquare, cover-

ing
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ing about eleven acres of ground; the inclined
plane is equal to the bafe, {o that the angles and
bafe make an equi-lateral triangle; the perpen-
dicular height is oo feet. The apex is thirteen
feet fquare,

The fecond pyramid ftands on as much ground
asthe firft, but is forty feet lower.

The bafe of the fmalleft is 300 fect fquare,
and it’s perpendicular altitude is cighty feet.

The ruins of their original furfaces lay round
the bafes of the pyramids and dimimfh ina flight
degree the effet of their grandeur, as in fome
parts they form a mound covering a quarter of
the pyramid which would appear much more
noble if cleared of that rubbith; the original
furfaces of the two larger appear to have
been formed of common ftones, but that of the
fmaller one was compofed of beautiful red gra-
nite, as may be feen by the broken heaps
thereof laying fcattered around the bafe, and by
fome fmall portions of the outer cruft remaining
on the furface. Though an entrance has been
difcovered only into the larger of the three, yet
moft probably there is a way into both the others,
and likewife apartments in them, fince Strabo
tells us, that in the middle of the pyramids, there
is a ftone which may be taken out to open a paf-

N fage
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fage to the tombs: attempts have been made,
but without cffe®, to difcover an entrance into
the fecond, a great breach appearing in one of
the fides of it.

No certain accounts are given either of the
times when, or the kings by whom thefe extra-
ordinary fabricks were built: Herodotus indeed
fpeaks pofitively as to the founders of them, but
other authors give different accounts, and' the
whole is uncertain: they are without doubt mott
wonderful obje@ts confidered both with regard to
their antiquity, fize, and conftruction; the labour
in raifing chem muft have been immenfe, as they
are a folid mafs of ftones, with only a few fimall
fpaces left to form thofe apartments where the
bodies of the kings were laid: the materials were
moft probably brought from Upper Egypt on
floats to the very foot of them, Pliny tells us,
that three hundred and fixteen thoufand men were
employed twenty years in raifing the largeft, and
that the three were compleated in fixty-eight
years. Near to thefe are feveral fmaller pyramids;
and round the area, on which the larger ones
ftand, are a number of recefles and cells in the
rock, with hieroglyphick infcriptions over their
entrances.

In front of the pyramids towards the Nile,

and where the grand approach to them appears
formerly
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formerly to have been, is placed the famous
figure of the Sphynx, cut out of one folid rock;
the increafe of the foil and fand has entirely bu-
ried the body, the head and neck now only ap-
pearing above the ground. The dimenfions of
this figure according to Pliny, were as follows:
the circumference of the head one hundred and two
feet, the length of the legs one hundred and thir-
teen {cet, the height from the bottom of the belly
to the fummit of the head fixty-three feet, and the
head and neck twenty-feven feet. It isfaid to have
been the tomb of Amafis; but is more famous on
account of the ®nigmatical oracles delivered from
it to all who went thither to confult it, and from
the ambiguous terms in which they were couched,
have given rife to the proverbial expreflion,
Sphynx’s riddles,applied to any thing difficult to be
folved. At the top of the head, there was origi-
nallyan hole, as likewife on the back, from whence
iffued the anfwers, ditated by their priefts, who
were placed within.

T'he fituation of the antient city of Memphis,
is determined to have been between the pyramids
and the catacombs of Sacara, which are ten miles
diftant from each other.  Although this city was
of o great an extent, having been eighteen miles
in circuit, yet not the leaft veftige of it now re-
mains.

N 2 We
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We pafied the morning in furveying the py-
ramids, &c. and then rode back through a
rich and fertile plain to Giza, from whence
we ferried over to the ifland of Rhoida: it was
here that fome authors affert Mofes to have
been found among the ruthes by Pharaoh’s
daughter; whether that was the cafe or not, I
cannot pretend to determine ; at prefent it is fa-
mous for a building called the Mikeaz, in which
is the Nilometcr or pillar placed in the centre of
a pool of water of the fame level with the river,
having different gradations marked on it to de-
termine the daily rife and fall of the Nile: as
foon as it begins to rife, the officer fuperintend-
ing the meafurement of its altitude, reports the
fame to the Pacha, and receives handfome pre-
{ents from him on that event, which is celebrated
by publick rejoicings throughout the city; its
daily height is likewife conftantly proclaimed by
publick criers, till it arrives at the withed-for
pointy when the mound of the canal, defigned to
diftribute its waters throughout the city, is cut
with great folemnity and rejoicings, a virgin at
the fame time being thrown into the river as a
prefent to Father Nile for his annual vifit, but it
is a virgin of clay placed on the top of the
mound, gpd on cutting it, the figure falls into
the river, and is, I fuppofe, as acceptable to his
cold embrace as if it was fleth and blood.

The
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The city of Cairo then becomes a fcene of joy
and feafting, they receive the river into their
ftreets and fquares with the utmoft gladnefs, and
boats and barges gaily adorned are feen rowing
on lakes and canals, which the day before weredry
land; it is then that this city muft appear in its
greateft glory, at prefent I can fay lictle for its
magnificence, though its fize and population are
very confiderable; the circuit thereof is feven
miles, the houfes excefiively high and ftreets very
narrow, not being wider than our alleys in Lon-
don, and are always full of people, moft of them
being mounted, the Turks of fathion on horfe-
back, Chriftians and Plebeians on jack-affes: to
the extreme height of the houfes they add every
other contrivance poffible o exclude the fun,
placing over from the tops of the houfes on one
fide of the ftreet to thofe of the other, canvas
ftrained on frames, whereby the ftreets are very
much darkened and the fun totally excluded,
one advantage in this hot country, but then on
"the other hand, by that means the air is rendered
clofe and fuffocating.

In a country where the fky is ever ferene
and plenty dwells, diffufed throughaut by the
Nile, whofe periodical inundations produce
rich harvefts, of all kinds of grain; and fruits,
wafting up from the Mediterra e s, the pro-
“Huce of other nations; one is prepared for a

prof-
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profpe& of univerfal chearfulnefs and content,
but two curfes, the fevereft that can poffibly
befall a nation, tuin this flattering outfide into
real mifery; the moft oppreflive fyitem of tyran-
ny in the world, and the deftruétive ravages made
by the plague, are two fources from whence Alow the
evils of tl:'s unfortunate councry, the latter isa
temporery onc; the {ormer invariably fubfifts, and
from it the people Lnow no 1efpice; while the
latter 1ages they lock themfelves up in their
houfes and have no communication with each
other, but houfes arc no refuge againft the firft,
and a detpotic Bey feizes on property, and deals
ont death according to his own pleafure and ca~
price.  Thardly know how to explain to you the
form of government here, it is of fo ftrange and
complicated a nature : on one hand the Pacha or
Vice-Roy fent by the Grand Signor, to whom
the country is tributary, claims the fovereignty ;
on the other, the twenty-four Beys maintain
their authority, each of whom exercifes an inde- |
pendant power, and by that means there are
twenty-five eftablifhed tyrants, every one of them
difpenfing juftice or injuftice according to his
pleafure, being under no controul. This go-
vernment of the Beys is called likewife the Ma-
maluke government, or government of the flaves,
being formed of Georgian flaves, who are fold
when young into the families of the Beys and by

them trained up to arms, amongft whom, fuch as
have
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have moft {pirit and addrefs rife in their turns to
be Beys; little attention being paid to the culti-
vation of the mind they are extremely ignorant,
few of them being able to write or read. The elec-
tion of a Bey is generally attended with blood-
thed, for as there are many who have pretenfions,
the fword commonly determines the right; Ibra-
him Bey has placed himfelt at the head of the
government, and by dint of a large army keeps
the others in fome awe, enriching himfelf by
rapine and plunder. In fhort, the fcene of op-
preflion that exifts here is a difgrace to human
nature, both in thofe who pratife and thofe
who fuffer it; but the languid and effeminate
fpirit of the native Lgyptians, having always
made them a prey to foreign mafters, invites
that tyranny which it wants the courage to refift,
Adieu.

o LETTER
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LETTER XL

Ctlf)'(),
DEAR FRIEND.

LITTLE imagined, when I made

thofe obfervations in my laft, re~
ipecting the opprefiion and tyranny of this go-
vernment, that I fhould in my own perfon fo foon
give proof of what I there advanced; but thus it
happened, and the following adventure which [
met with, may ferve to give you a tolerable ides
of Egyptian equity.

In one of my rides about the city, I was met by
a party of Turkifh foldiers, who accofting e, and
fome European friends who were of my party,
faid, that by order of their mafter Muftapha Bey,
they were come in {earch of us, and that they muft
immediately condut us to him. We did not at
all relifh this falutation, and would gladly have
been excufed the honor of paying avifit to a Bey,

but
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but haviug no alternative, we proceeded quetly
under cheir efcort.  We were not, you may be
fure, extremely comfortable in this fituation; and
in our way endeavoured to devine the caufe of
it, but in vain: we found we had nothing elfe to
do but fubmit patiently, and wait the event.
Being arrived at the Bey’s palace, my companions
were fet at liberty, and I only was detained ; one
of my friends however ftayed with me to att as in-
terpreter, and plead my caufe. We were now
ufhered into the prefence chamber, and found
this Potentate fitting crofs-legged on a carpet,
fmoking a pipe feven or eight feet long; he was
a middle-aged man, rather corpulent, had a black
and bufhy beard that reached below his breaft,
and his countenance was handfomé, although
ftern and fevere ; his myrmidons who were beard-
ed like himfelf, ftood in a circle round him, into
the midft of which we were introduced.

The Bey, being informed that T was the perfon
whom he had fummoned, furveyed me attentive-
ly, and with an imperious tone of voice, pro-
nounced my crime and my fentence in the fame
breath, telling me, an Armenian merchant having
reprefented to him, that an Englifhman, who had
pafed through Cairo two years before, owed him
a fum of money, his orders were that I fhould im-
mediately difcharge the debt incurred by my
countryman, I heard with aftonifhment this ex-

0 2 raor=
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traordinary charge and verdic, and in reply en-
deavoured to explain the hardfhip and injuftice
of fuch a proceeding, telling him, that in the firft
place, I doubted much whether the debt claimed
by the Armenian was juft, and in the fecond, fup-
pofing that it was, did not confider myfelf by any
means bound to difcharge it; but all endeavours
to exculpate myfelf on the principles of reafon or
juftice were totally ufelefs, fince he foon removed
all 'y arguments by a fhort decifion, which was,
that without further ceremony, I muft either con-
fent to pay the money or remain prifoner in his
caftle. Ibegan then to enquire what the fum
was, which the Armenian pretended to be due to
him, and found it to be near five hundred pounds,
at which price, high as it was, I believe I thould
have been induced to have purchafed my liberty,
had not my friend advifed me to the contrary,
and given me hopes that it might be obtained
without it, recommending to me rather to fuffer
a temporary confinement than fubmit to fo fla-
grant an extortion.  Accordingly I protefted
againft paying the money, and was conducted un-
der a guard into a room where I remained in
arreft,

Tt was about noon, the ufual time of dining in
this country, and a very good pilau with mutton
was ferved up to me; in fhort I was very civilly

treated in my confinement, but ftill it was a con-
finement,
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finement, and as fuch, could not fail of being ex-
tremely unpleafant : my only hopes were founded
in the good offices of Mr. R an Jralian
merchant, whofe fervices to me and many of my
countrymen, who have been embroiled in affairs
of the like nature here, deferve our warmeft gra-
titude,

My apartment was pleafantly fituated, with a
fine view of the Nile and a rich country; but I
fhould have enjoyed the profpet much more up-
on another occafion. On a kind of lawn, fhaded
with trees, in front of the caftle, two or three hun-
dred horfes ftood at picquet, richly caparifoned,
belonging to the Bey and his guards. His prin-
cipal officers and flaves came to vifit me, and in
talking over my cafe, they agreed that it was
very hard, but to comfort me faid, that their
mafter was a very good Prince, and would not
keep me long confined. Ifound feveral of them
pleafant liberal-minded men, and we converfed
together very fociably through my Arabian fer-
vant, who remained with me.

The people in this country always fleep after
dinner till near four o’clock, they then rife, wafly
and pray ; that time of prayer is called by them
Affer, and is the common hour of vifiting; the
Beys then give audience, and tranfat bufinefs:
Muftapha Bey now fent for me again, and feem-

ino
ing
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ing to be in good humour, endeavoured to coax
me into payment of the demand he made; but I
continued firm in my refufal, on which he changed
the fubje®, and fmiling, afked me if I thould not
like to be a Muflulman, telling me it was much
better than being a Chriftian, and hinted that I
fhould be very well off if I would become one of
them, and ftay at Cairo, ufing likewife other ar-
guments to effeét my converfion, and all this in
a jocular laughing manner: while he was pro-
ceeding in his endeavours to bring me over to
his faith, two officers came from Ibrahim Bey to
procure my releafe. I have before told you that
he is the chief Bey, and luckily Mr. R
having very good intereft with him, had made
application in my behalf, and in confequence
thereof thefe two ambafladors were fent to requeft
that Muftapha Bey would deliver me up to them;
but he feemed by no means inclinable {o to” do,
and refuming his former fternnefs of look re-
mained for fome time inexorable ; till at length
wrought on by their entreaties, he confented to
let me po, obferving at the fame time that when-
ever he had an opportunity of making a little
moncy, 1brahim Bey always interfered and pre-
vented lum; a pretty obfervation! From which
you may infer, that they look upon #s as fair
plunde:, and do not give themfelves much trouble
to find out a pretence on which to found their

claims.

The
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The Englifh feem particularly to have been
victims to this fpecies of rapine, owing, I believe,
to the facility, with which rhey always fubmit to
it : and many of vur wealthy countrymen having
returned by this road laden with the fpoils of In-
dia, thefe Beys have frequently fleeced them, al-
lured by the temptation of that wealth, which
thefe Nabobs are o fond of difplaying: various
are the inftances of extortions praftifed on them.
You may form an idea of all, when I mention one
of a gentleman who paffing by Sucz in his way
to England, that he might not be detained there
by the fearching of his baggage, prevailed on the
Cuftom-houfe officers to difpenfe therewith, and
only put their feals on his trunks to exempt them
from being vifited till his arrival at Cairo, where
being come, fatigued with his journey, and impa-
tient to fhift himfelf, he would not wait for the
infpection of the officers, but hroke the feals to
get his clothes, and paid a thoufand pounds for
the luxury of a clean fhirt an hour before he
otherwife would have had it.

When I hear of the heavy fines that have been
levied on my countrymen in their paffage through
Egypt, I confider myfelf very fortunate in being
quit for a confinement of only a few hours and
fifty pounds given in fees to different people em-
ployed in the tafk of procuring my releafe.

From
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From Muftapha Bey’s palace I was conduted
to that of Ibrahim Bey, being attended by aa of-
ficer of the former who was fent with me.  Ibra-
him was fitting in a finall apartment richly fur-
nifhed, fimoking his pipe, and was accompanied
by two other Turks; he appeared to be between
forty and fifty years of age, middle-fized and
handfome; he is reckoned a man of ability, in-
deed he has hown himfelf to be fuch, by having
managed with dexterity the complicated machine
which he direéts.  He addrefled himfelf to Muf-
tapha Bey’s officer, inveighing feverely againfl
the conduct of his mafter, then turning to me,
faid that I might depend on his protetion- dur-
ing the remainder of my ftay in that country;
and finding that my purpofe was to go down the
Nile and to Alexandria, he gave me a paffport to
exempt me from any trouble or moleftation I
might receive on my paffage from his General
Morad Bey, who was ftationed on the banks of
the Nile with the army, for the purpofe of raifing
contributions on the country. Having made my
proper acknowledgments to this Prince for his
civilities I retired not a little rejoiced to have re-

gained my liberty.

Owing to this kind of rapine and extortion
practifed by thefe potentates, and likewife to a
Firman of the Grand Signor, which forbids Eu-

ropean fhips to approach the port of Suez, this
channel
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channel of communication betwixt Lur~. « and
India has been fhut for fome years pait; s cue-
cumftance extremely detrimental to us, fince i is
by far the moft expeditious way of conveyin | .n-
telligence, and by proper management migaz fill
be made ufe of for that purpofc: fome prefents
annually {ent by the India Company to my deli-
verer [brahim Bey, who is in fact the King of that
country, would enfure fafety to their fervants, who
might pafs charged with difpatches; and when you
hear that the paffage has been made from 1 ondon
to Madrafs in fixty-three days by way of Suez, vou
will be furprized that fuch an advantage fhould
be overlooked, if poffible to be obtamed ; not
that I think it would be advifeable to make it a
common road for paffengers, or permit any other
fhips to go to Suez, but fimall packet boat for
the purpofc of conveying difpatches; for other-
wife a door would be opened to a contraband
trade, which would prove extremely prejui cial
to the commerce of the India Company, and the
revenue of our government,

Mr., R——— received me on my return to his
houfe with the ftrongeft expreflions of joy and
friendfhip, and I endeavoured to teftify to hin
with equal warmth how fenfible I was of the fer-
vice he had rendered me. This gentleman whos
pofiefles a mind far too hiberal for the country in
which he refides, has been fetcled here for many

p vears,
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years, and acquired an handfome fortune, though
he has frequently been fqueczed by the Beys;
at prefent he finds the advantage of paying onc,
to be protetted againft the extortions of the
others: he is exiremely attached to the Englifh,
and has often been of great fervice to them in
this city.

Iadge Coffim, who is a Turk, and onc of the
richeft merchants in Cairo had interceded in my
behalf with Ibiahim Bey, at the inflance of his
fon, who had becn on a pilgrimage to Mecca,
and came from Juddah in the fame thip with me.
‘T'he Father in celebration of the fon’s return, gave
a moft magnificent féte on the evening of the
day of my captivity, and as foon as I was releafed,
fent to invite me to partake of it, and I accord-
inglgf went.  Fis company was very numerous,
confifting of three or four hundred Turks, who
were all fitting on fophas and benches, fmoking
their long pipes; the room in which they were
affembled, was a fpacious and lofty hall, in the
centre of which was a band of mufick compofed
of five Turkifh inftruments, and fome vocal per-
formers; as there were no ladies in the affem-
bly, you may fuppofe, it was not the moft lively
party in the world, but being new to me, was
for that reafon entertaining.

Both
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Both on account of my nation, and my recent
adventure with the Bey, I was a kind of fight to
them, and they afked me numberlefs queftions,
at the fame time being extremely civil, and feve-
ral of them, as a great compliment, taking their
pipes out of their mouths, and offering them to
me to finoke; although the indclicacy of this cuf-
tom was fomewhat difgufting, yet in conformuty to
their manners, T took their pipes, fmoked two or
three whiffs, and returned them; they look upon
it as the civilleft thing they can do to a flranger
or vifitor, to offer him the dith of coffee they
themfelves are fipping, or the pipe they are firok-
ing, which it would be the height of ill murners
in any one to refufe.  Our fupper was ferved at
twelve o’clock, and confifted of fwecet-meats,
paftry and fherbets, ferved on filver waiters
placed on the carpet, around which we formed
ourfelves in different parties of five or fix in each:
we did not continue long st table, and immedi-
ately as our repaft was finithed, the company
broke up.

In walking home through the ftreets, I could
not but obferve the good police which feems to
prevail here, each diftriét or ward of the city is
fhut up feparately within gates, and no one is
ever fuffered to ftir out after dark without alan-
thorn, on pain of being taken up and imprifoncd;

P a patrole
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a petole of jamifaries goes the rounds frequent-
ly in the mght ; fo that I fhould think with thefe
precautions few enormities are ever commmitted.

My late adventure has made me particularly
im: atient to quit this country, where perfonal
property and perfonal liberty are held fo light;
and I fhall accordingly fet off to-morrow morn-
ing, having engaged a boat, .nd made all other
neceflary preparations for my paflage down the
Nile to Rofetta; and I hear that I am not like-
ly to meet with Morad Bey’s army, as he has
left that branch of the river along which I fhall
pafs, fo that I flatrer miyfelf I hall meet with no
further hindrance or interruption in my journey.
Adieu.

LETTER
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LETTER XII

Alexandria,
DEAR FRIEND.

HE paffage down the Nile from

Cairo to Rofetta is charming:

the verdure, fertility, and abundance of the
Delta of Egypt highly pleafing.

By that name the Romans diftinguithed the
country laying between the outward forks of
the river, into which it divides a few miles
below Cairo, and makes with the fea a
figure refembling the Greek letter A. From
thefe two principal branches go feveral others,
interfecting the country that lays between;
and this bounteous river, after fcattering plen-
ty over the land, during a courfe of many
hundred miles, empties itfelf into the fea by
feven mouths: the two moft confiderable are
thofe of Damiatta and Rofetta; the former

was
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was the Oftium Pathmeticum of the antients 3
the latter, the Oftium Bolbitinum.

As the pyramids may juitly be efteemed the
moft wonderful of all the works of art, fo the
Nile may be confidered as the greateft natural
curiofity in this country.  Nature to fupply her
parfimonious diftribution of water from the hea-
vens upon this land, has ordained an annual over-
flow of the river, to water and enrich it, fo that
perpetual plenty and verdure here flourith with-
out the afliftance of the clouds. Tibullus with

regard to Egypt fays,

Te propter nullos tellus tua poftulat imbres
Arida nec pluvio fupplicat herba Jovi.

1t’s flocks to fatten and to fwell it’s graia,
This land from heav’n afks not refrefhing rain.

TheNile is faid torife in the twelfth degree of
North Latitude, at the foot of a great mountain,
in the kingdom of Goyana, in Abyffinia, but this
is rather matter of conjefture than certainty, no
exact accounts having hitherto been given of its
fource, but fuppoling it to be fomewhere near
the part I mentioned, its courfe being north and
fouth; and emptying itfelf into the fea in the
thirty-firft degree of North Latitude, the whole
extent thereef muft be about one thoufand two
hundred miles.

The
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The annual rife which it experiences is ow-
ing to periodical rains that fall in Abyfie
nia; the river begins to fwell at Cairo and in
lower Egypt towards the latter end of June,
and rifing gradually till the middle of Septem-
ber, decreafes aiterwards during the months of
Octtober and November: the height which it
attains varies in diflerent years, and the plenty
or fearcity of the crops is determined thereby,
when it rifes to fixteen peeks (about thirty two
feet) the chalitz, which diftributes the water
through the city of Cairo, is opened, then, and
not till then, the Grand Signor is entitled to his
tribute, nor do they wifh to fee it much higher
than that point, fince one extreme is as fatal
to this country as the other, if there is a de-
ficiency of water, many lands are deprived of
the benefic thereof, if there is a fuper-abun-
dance, it retires not foon enough for them to
fow their corn.  The river at this time {pread-
ing itfelf over the country, on cach fide of its
bed for feveral leagues, appears like u fea; what-
ever parts lay {o remote as to be out of reach of
the inundation, are watered by canals and partly
from its own bencficence, partly from what is
borrowed of it by thefe canals, fo much is ex-
pended in its courfe that it has been conjetured,
that not a tenth part of its water reaches the
fea,

The



110 TRAVELS TO THE

The appearance which Egypt prefents at that
feafon of the year, mull be very fingular and cu-
rious to one who afcends an high building, and
difcovers a vaft expanfe of water all around with
towns and villages riling out of the flood, here
and there a caufey, and numberlefs groves and
fruit-trees whole tops only are vifible. When
the waters reure they leave a valt quantity of fith
on the land, and at the fame time, what is nsuch
more valuable, a flime which acls as manure and
fertilizes the ficlds. By this annual addition of
foil Lgypt has been very much ratfed and on-
larged in the comfe of years, and many places
are now 1nland which were formerly clofe to :he
fea, fuch parvcularly 1s Damiacta; and as the
mud of the Nue extends for fome leagues into
the fea, and accimulates every year, this country
by little and little annually increafes.

The Arts, Mythology, and Natural Hiftory of
Antient Egypt, form a fubje@ fo worthy the at-
tention and fludy of tiwe curious, that they can-
not have cfcaped your’s; I need not therefore
dwell on the fupcrftition or fingular worfhip
formerly practifed here, addreffed to bulls, fer-
pents, crocodiles, birds, fith of different kinds,
and even the pulfe and roots of the garden, all
which thoy deified. T need not tell you that
among(t other ufetul inventions for which

plant
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we are indebted to this country, is paper,
made of a plant called Papyrus, or Byblos,
that grew near Memwphis.  You well know the
miraculous effects afcribed by the pocts to the
plant Lotus, this was an Ugyptian root, and ufed
by way of bread.

I will not recapitulate to you {uljcQs vou
arc well acquainted with, but return to Ro-
ferta, a very pleafant city funding clofe to
the Nile, in the midit of gardens and orange
groves. I took mules from thence, and riding
clofe by the fea for about fifteen miles, canie
to the moft weflerly branch of the Nile,
crofling it a little above the Ofium Cancpi-
cum, after which appeared the caftle of De-
kier, ftanding clofe to the fea on the foite of
the anticnt Canopus, a city notorious {or the de-
bauchery and diffolutenefs thae prevailed there
travelling on a few miics further, thiough a fandy
country thickly planted wit: date-trees, Teame
to the ruins of the antient Nicopolis, fituazed on
an hull; this city was built by Auvguftus, and
received its name in commemoration of a victory
gained by him over Anthony; a league more
brought me htther.

The city of Alexandiia founded by Alex-
ander the Great, and afterwards fo much ad-
mired and adorned by the Romans, the re-

Q 4 {idence
-
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fidence of Cleopatra, and refuce of Anthony,
once famous for its magnificence, luxury, and
learning, is now become an undiftinguitheble
heap of ruins; baths, palaces, porticos, and
amphitheatres lay promifcuoufly jumbled toge-
ther.  The favage rage of the Saracens when
they took it, has reduced it to this m:ferable ftate;
but a circumfiance more to be lamented than
any other, was the deftruction of the famous Prole-
mean Library, containing one hundred thoufend
volumes,  On taking the city, the general fent to
the Caliph, to know his orders refpecting thofe
bocks, who returned for anfwer, by all means to
burn them, for if they were agrecable to the Al-
coran they were fuperfiuous, and if contrary to it,
mmpious ; accordingly the Muflulmen applied
them to the purpcfe of heating their baths, and it
was fix months before they were confumed,

Pompey’s pillar is an objeét the moft ftriking of
any now cxtant; it is fituated on an eminence a
quarter of a mile to the fouthward of the walls,
and is of red granite: the height of the fhaft is
niuety feet, and diamecter thercof nine feet, the
whole hie;zht of the column is one hundred and
fourteen feet, the capital is of the Corinthian or-
der; I muft not omit mentioning to you the
manner by which fome Englifh maflers of fhips
contrived to get to the top of it; they flew a
kite over Jie pular in fuch a direction, that when

the
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the firing was loofed to let it full and the kite
came to the ground, the ftring lay acrofs the top
of the pillar, by means of which they pafied ropes
over, and making throuds the fame as to the maft
of a fiip, they went up triuwphantly, drinking 2
bowil of punch on the fummit, ard difcover.ng
that there had formerly been a pedeftrian ftatue
on it, a piece of the foot remaining,

There are two obelifks called Cleopatra’s, hav-
ing perhaps been part of the ornaments of her pa-
lace, which ftood near the fea fide, one of them is
overthrown and lays half buried in the fand, 11¢
other is ftill ftanding, and is fixty-three reet high,
on each fide are hieroglyphicks, They thew fome
fubterrancan apartments, and call them Cata-
combs, but I think it more proravle from their
form, that they were baths, and the increafe of
the ground occafioned by the ruins, has buried
them ; fo great has been the avock thar there
1s not another pile remaiaing, fufficiently entire,
to mark its original form or purpofe, even the
Pharos, reckoned one of the wonders of the
world, has nothing now to reprefent ¢ bu: a Tur-
kifh fort built on the fume fpot, and probably
out of its ruins.

Many curious antiques, fuch as medals, rings,
and fmall itatues, have occafionally been picked

Q.2 up
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up amongft the ruins, and numberlefs others of
value might be found could permiffion be ob-
tained to dig, but fo jealous are thefe people of
the Chriftians, who they fuppole have no other
view in vifiting thefe places but to find hidden
treafures, that it is often dangerous to look at
them.

The prefent city does not ftand on the fcite of
the antient Alexandria, but on a portion of
ground that was called the Hepta-Stadium, and
lay without the walls; it is a kind of Peninfula
fituated between the two ports, that to the weft-
ward was called by the antients the Portus Eu-
noftus, now the Old Port, and is by far the beft,
"Turkith veffels only are allowed to anchor there:
the other called the New Port is for the Chrifti-
ans; at the extremity of one of the arms of which
ttood the famous Pharos.

Hiftorians tell us that Alexander’s body was
embalmed, and buried in this city in a coffin of
gold, which (as one can eafily fuppofe) was ta-
ken away and it was put into one of glafs, being
preferved therein fo late as to the time of Au-
guftus, who took a view of it in that ftate, adorn-
ed it with a golden crown, and wept over it.

I have
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I have now been here near a month, a daily
witnefs of the fad revolution that has taken place
in men, manners, arts, and learning at Alexan-
diia: too long a time to dwell on an unpleafing
picture. I embark to-morrow on board a fhip
bound to Tunis, which will pafs by Malta, and
and fet me on fhore at that ifland ; the quaran-
tine being fhorter than at any of the ports of Italy.
I thall be happy to communicate to you, the ac-
count of my arrival there. Adieu,

LETTER
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LETTER XIIL

Lazaret of Leghorn, Adugnf 15, 1782,
DEAR FRIEND.

EING at length landed in Eu-

rope I delay not a moment to
impart an event {o pleafing, and at the fame time
give you the fequel of my wanderings.

I embarked on board a neutral veffel at Alexan~
dria, the mafter of which inftead of fhaping a di-
rect courfe for the port he was bound to, run up
amongft the iflands of the Archipelago, accord-
ing to the practice of thofe Mcditcrranean fai-
lors, who always keep the land clofe aboard,
and on the appearance of a black cloud make
for the firlt harbour that prefents itfelf; had he
carried me the tour of the Grecian iflands and
fet me on fhore at thofe we paffed, I could have
borne moré patiently the tedioufnefs of our voy-
age, but I confefs that a diftant view did not fuf-

ficiently
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ficiently compenfate for that unpleafing circum-
ftance 5 the only one wiich T had an opportunity
of vifiting was Rhodes, where we put in for a
day or two.

The famous Coloffus now no longer beftrides
the entrance of the harbour, no beautiful villas
adorn its fhores, no palaces grace the city, no Ro-
mans now refide here; its natural beauties how-
cver ftill remain, but in the hands of Turks who
are not much given to improvement, and practite
no arts but thofe of oppreffion, as the Chriftian in-
habitants feverely feel.  The town {Ull bears the
marks of that memorable fiege it once fuftained,
when the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, headed
by Villers de Lifle Adam, Grand Mafter, made
a gallant ftand againft the arms of Solyman the
Magnificent, who befieged the place with two
hundred thoufard men, and four hundred fhips;
the brave garrifon confilting orly of five thou-
fand foldiers, and {ix hundred knights, was, after
a fix months fiege, during which they had made
frequent fallies, and given incredible proofs of
valour, obliged to capitulate from a total want
of provifions and every kind of flore ; the
knights afterwards fettled at Malta, given to
them by the Emperor Charics V. as fome kind of
recompence for having with-Leld his afiftance in

{o critical a conjunéture,
The
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The furrounding country appeared extremely
pleafant and frucful, but the fhortnuis of our
ftay did not allow me to penetrate into it,
or even vifit the fpot where that city ftood
which the Romans {fo much admired, and where
they ufed to pafs their time in elegant retire-
ment; it was fituated about a league to the
northward of the prefent city, on a bank flop-
ing down to the fea, but few veftiges of it now
remain. There is a convent of Catholick Monks
at Rhodes, to whofe hofpitality all Chriftians
who touch there are much indebted.

After leaving this ifland we fteered for the coaft
of Candia, the antient Crete, and on approaching
it difcovered a very lofy mountain, that [ conjec-
tured to be mount Ida; we failed from one ex-
tremity of this ifland to the other, and were often
very near the fhore.  From Candia we ftretched
on t; the Capes of the Morea and the ifle of Se-
rigo, formerly Cythera, and then quitting the
Archipelago, ftood over towards Malta; but as
we had loft fight of land for a few days, and did
not keep the bedt of reckonings, we miffed that
ifland, and contiary to my wifhes and expecta-
tions, I was carried on to Tunis, on the coaft of

Barbary.
In approaching that city we failed up a deep
bav, anfwering exallly the defeription given of it

by Virgil, in his Encid.
Eft
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Eftin feceffa longo locus ; infula portum
Efficit objectulateram : quibus omnis ab alto
Frangitur inq. finus fcindit fefc unda redudos.

Within a long recefs thereliesa bay,

An ifland fhades it from the rolling fea,

And forms a paft fecure for fhips to ride,

Broke by the jutting land on ¢cither fide.
Drypew,

.

We came to an anchor at the upper end thereof,
near the caftle of the Goletta, and pafiid in the
boat through a narrow canal into an extenfive
bafon, on which ftands Tunis; the water in it is
fo fhallow, that we were frequently aground in
our paffage up to the city, which is twelve miles
diftant from the road where the thips lay.

Though I can fiay nothing in favour of the
town, yet the country is pleafant and abounds
in a great variety of producticns, moft of which
are fhipped off for Europe. Trade and piracy
here enrich the people, the latter they carry on
very fuccefsfully againft all the petty ftates of
the Mediterranean, whofe naval force is not fuf-
ficiently powerful to crufh them; they. go in
fmall gallies mounting a few fwivels, to the
number of fifty or fixty men in each, armed
with firelocks and cutlaffes, and as thefe veflels
fail extremely faft, and alfo row twenty or thirty
oars, they are equally prepared to efcape or
overtake as occafion may require.  Among other

R valuable



t20 TRAVELS TO THE

valuable articles brought in by the Corfairs, are
their prifoners, who are fold in the public mar-
ket, and fetch very high prices; thefe poor
wretches then groan under a miferable flavery
during the remainder of their lives, except fuch
as not being fcrupulous in matters of faith, pre-
fer Mahometan liberty to Chriftian bondage and
become Muffulmen. But I am told that the
flaves arc treated much better at Tunis than any
where clfc, indeed the people themfelves are far
more civilized than thofe of the other Barbary
flates, moft likely owing to the great commerce
and intercourfe they have with Luropeans.

I own I was much ftruck with the liberty there
cnjoyed, and the fecurity with which one might
travel about the country, circumftances very dif-
ferent from what 1 had met with in Arabia and
Egypt, where, if you ftir but out of a town you
are fure to be ftripped, and are lucky to efcape
unwounazd and alive, but at Tunis you may take
your horfe, and ftroll from one end of the king-
dom to the other, which I thould certainly have
done, if my conftitution had been equal to com-
bat with the heat of the climate; conceive what
it muft have been when we fhut up windows and
doors to exclude the air that in other countries
we court, and when the thermomecter expofed
thereto rofe bigher than 1co,

The
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The Bagrada, Utica and Zowan are deferving
notice, but my attention was confined to the fcite
and ruins of the famous city of Carthage, which,
from the lufire it once maintained, the generals
it produced, and the three long and bloody wars
it fuftained again{t its more fuccefsful rival Rome;
add to all thefe circumftances, that it is the fcene
of the moft interefting part of the Aineid, I could
not but vencrate as claflick ground.

The Englifh conful, to whofe politenefs and
hofpitality I was much indebted, carried me to
his country houfe at Merfa, about ten miles from
Thunis, ftanding on the fcite of part of the antient
city of Carthage; I fpent a few days there with
him very agreeably, and in the cool of the morn-
ings and evenings amufed myfelf with ftrolling
about and tracing as well as I could the ruins and
extent of that famous city : but the dreadful fen-
tence pronounced againft it i the Roman fenate,
has been fo fully accomplithed, that nothing now
remains to give one an idea of it’s antient gran-
deur: piles of ruins may be feen all along the fhore
from the catle of the Goletta to Cape Carthage,
and fo on to Cape Gomert; and feveral appear
under water, having the form of walls or wharfs,
which the fea, by encroaching on the land has
overwhelmed. Antient authors tell us, that this
city was eighteen leagues in circuit; but that
fpace 1s now covered with corn-fields, vineyals,

R 2 and
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and gardens, with here and there a mafs of ruins
appearing.

The Byrfa rctains ftill the appearance of its
former flrength, the ground falling every way
with great declivity from the fummit, on which
there 1s a ruin fomcthing in the fhape of a
tower: Yubterrancan vaulis are to be feen in every
part of the country thercabouts; the moft perfect
ana curious remaiis of antiquity, are the cifterns
placed on an eminence to the northward of the
Byrla; thefe are large canals, that were defigned
as refervoirs to fupply the city with water: there
are feventeen of them, each being one hundred
feet in length, twenty in breadth, and ten decp;
at one corner is a ruin, appearing to have been a
dome, and moft probably there was the like at
cach of the other three corners; the aquadud
which brought the water to them was ninety miles
in extent, and begun at the foot of a lofty moun-
tain called Zowan; it may be traced all the way
by 1ts ruins, and in fome places the arches ftill re-
main entire,

Several villages are fcattered about on the
antient fcite of this city, viz. El Merfa clofe by
the fea, Melcha under ground, thofe fubterra-
nean apartments in which the people live, having
fsrmerly been vaults to the Carthaginian houfes
that2ood there : Darilthut near the Goletta, and

Seedy
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Seedy Mofaid ftanding on the promontory called
Cape Carthage, it Is a pleafant hill covered with
vineyards and plantations of olive trees, &c. but
being facred on account of a Mahometan faint
buried there, muft not be profaned by chriftian
feet; a propos of thofe faints I ought to inform
you, that the Muffulmen canonize thofe to whom
nature has denied reafon, paying them the greateft
refpet when alive, and venerating them when
dead; they walk about ftark naked, and whatever
€xtravagancies they commit, are overlooked,

You will not be furprized that fo little now re-
mains of what was once fo vaft a city, when you
confider that the Romans after plundering, razed
it, and that the fire which confumed it, lafted
feventeen days. Two other cities were afeer-
wards built near the fame fpot, notwithftanditig
the edict of the Roman {enate, forbidding any re-
vival of the name of Carthage, once fo odious to
them ; but both have fhared the fate of the firft,
and few traces remain of either.

The river Bagrada famous in hiftory for that
ferpent of aftonifhing fize flain on its banks by
the army of Reguuwus, falls into the fea near Por-
ta Farina, twenty miles to the northward of Cape
Carthage; Utica 1s alfo fituated on it, whither
Cato retired and killed himfelf,

Icanno:
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I cannot defcend from this great and intereft-
ing fubject to defcribe the modern ftate of that
country formerly fo eminent, or quit even the
.ruins of antient Carthage, to dwell on the ’prefenq
royal palaces of Bardo and Manubia, looked on
in Barbary to be chef d’@uvres of art and magni-
ficence; all comparifon between the prefent and
pafl would be painful either to relate or hear, let
me embark therefore at that port from whence
Hanno, Hannibal and Hamilcar once led their
victorious fleets and armies, and going on board
a Ragufan fnow, purfue my voyage along the
coafts of Sardinia and Corfica to this port, where,
although a temporary prifoner, I fubmit patiently
to my captivity, fince it is a condition annexed to
my arrival in Europe, happy to have exchanged
the barbarous climes of Afia and Africa, for re-
gions of tafte, pleafure and refinement. Adieu.

TRANSLATION



TRANSLATION

FirMAN of the Otfoman Porte.

T is the Grand Signor’s pleafure that no Chrif-
tian vefel come to Suez, or trade from Jud-
dah to Suez openly or fecretly. The fea of Suez
was defigned for the noble pilgrimage of Mecca;
fuch as affift in giving a paffage to Chriftian vef-
fels, or connive at it, or ufe not their utmeft en-
deavcurs to prevent it, are traitors to their reli-
gion, and to their Sovcreign, and to all Mufiul-
men ; and fuch as have the prefumption to tranf-
grefs, will find their punithment both in this and
the other world; and this exprefs command is on
account of the important affairs of ftate, and of

religion, Do as we command yeu, with fervor
and
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and zeal, let our royal mandate be thus pronoun-
ced of which this is the tenor.

(Here follow the names of the Pachas, Beys, and
Governors, to whom the Firman is addreffed.)

Be it known' that the port of Suez, where the
fhips anchor, is a port of two honoured cities,
which are thofe that make the light of the truth
to {hine and the law of the prophet, and are efla-
blifhed to promote religion and juftice, Mecca
the enlightened, and Medina the honoured; and
may God enoble them to the end of the world.

It hath never been cuftomary for any fhips of
foreign nations, or for the children of darknefs to
come into the fea of Suez, nor for Englifh or
other fhips, to bring their cargoes beyond Jud-
dah, till lately, when in the time of Ali Bey, a
{mall Englith veflel or two came to Suez, with
prefents from a perfon unknown, for the faid
Bey, and informed him, that they were come to
feek a freight ; and having once come there, tne
Englifh have therefore thought, that they could
at all times do the fame, and they have come to
Suez with their fhips laden with piece goods of
India and other effets, in the time of the de-
ceafed Mahommed Bey, Father of Gold, who
was likewife deceived by avarice, fome people
pointing out to him certain advantages arifing

there-
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therefrom ; fo that, Englifh and other fhips have
repeatedly come to the port of Suez,
.l

Thefe matters have come to our royal ears,
which we hold to be contrary to the policy of
our kingdom, and to religion; and we do com=
mand that from henceforwards, none of the Chrif=
tians come to or approach Suez, hereby abfolute-
1y forbidding them. We have time after time,
commanded them to return to their country, and
have informed their ambaffador thereof, enjoining
him to write to his fovereign to forbid thefe thips
to come to Suez, it being contrary to cuftom, and
to our royal pleafure; and the ambaffador has
fhown to us the anfwers he has received from his
Court, and from the India Cempany, wherein is
declared, that all travellers and merchants are
ftri¢tly forbidden to approach or pafs by Suez;
therefore if any thould difobey this order, let them
be imprifoned, and their effects confifcated, and
ler an account thereof be fent te our illultrious
Porte.

We have informed ourfelves from the wife
men, and thofe who ftudy hiftory, and have heard
what has paffed in former times from the dark po -
licy of the Chriftians, who will undergo all fa-
tigues travelling by fea and land, and they take
drawings of the countries through which they
pals; and keep them, that by help thercof, they

S may
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may make themfelves matters of the kingdoms as
they have donc in India and other places. Me-
morials have likewile come to us on the part of
the Xerif of "Mecca, the much honoured, repre-
fenting, that thefe Chriftians above-named, not
contented with their traffick to Tudia, have tiken
coffee and other merchandize frowr Temen, and
carried it to Suez, to the great detriment of our
port of Juddah, ’

Seeing therefore what has happened, and our
royal indignation being exwued; articuludy
when we confider how things are ia Iadia, by
means of the Chritians, who for many yesrs have

* undergone long voyages, and at fuft declaring

themfelves to be merchants, meaning no l.em or’
treachery, deceived the Indians, who were focls,
and did not underftand their fubtlety and craft,
and thus have taken their cities, and reduced
them to flavery. And in the time of Talmon,
with like craft, they entered the city of Damaf-
cus, under the mafk of merchants, who do no
harm, and paying the full duties or even mare.

" At that time it happened, that there were diffe-

rences between Talmon and Labbafon, and the
Chriftians turned them to their advantage, and
made themfelves mafters of Damafcus and Jeru-
falem, and kept poffeflion of them for an hun-
dred years, when Saladin appeared, to whom God

give glory, and freed Damafcus and Jerufalem,
killing
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killing the Chriftians without number. Befides,
- it is well known, how great an hatred they bear to
Muffalmen on account of their religion, and fee-
ing with an evil eye Jeruialem in our hands.
Thofe therefore, who connive at the Chriftians
coming to Suez, will be punifhed by God both
in this and the other world. T'crmit by no means,“
Chriftians or other fhips to pafs and repafs by
Suez, but take fuch as affift them fecretly, and
chaftise them as they deferve.

Our royal fovereignty is powerful, and this is
our Royal Mandate, when any Chriftian fhips,
and particularly the Englifh fhall come to the
port of Suez, imprifon the captains, and all the
people, fince they are rebels and offenders both
againft their own government and our’s, accord-
ing to the declaration of their ambaffador, and
according to the anfwer fent from his Court;
and they deferve imprifonment and confifcation
of their effe@®s, which let them find, and let no
one endeavour to fet them free.





















