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FROM OUR READERS

Thank you so much for mailing us a copy of
your excellent magazine. Please accept our warmest
congratulations for the excellent articles and fine
presentation.

I have read with great interest the article “Enter
house, follow tradition” written by Mr. Tran Long.
We would like to reprint this article in our monthly
magazine “Am Cham Peru” that is distributed to
our members. Please be kind enough as to give us
authorization to reprint such fine article. We will
see that proper credit is given to Vietnham Magazine.

ROMEO CUBAS

Manager

American Chamber of Commerce
of Peru

Lima, Peru

I am a boy attending secondary school and just
past my entrance examinations. I want to know more
about South Vietnam. When I was eleven years old
I used to go to the United States Embassy and I
found one of your magazines. I found interest in
Vietnam and I will be very glad to know how the
United States entered Vietnam. So please supply me
with information on the incident. I am your friend.

ALFRED SESAY
C/0O Miss Cordelia Thomas

23 Dougan St., Freetown, S. Leone

West Africa

Recently, I had the opportunity to read one of
your reviews which informed us on the situation in
your country. Sincerely, I am very interested in read-
ing the publication which describes the reasons why
your people have to endure a struggle which seems
very unjust.

If you have some magazines published in Spanish,
English, German or Portuguese, please be kind
enough to send them to my address.

MIRKO SKOCH
Automercado el Cristo
Maiquetia, Venezuela

I have received 'a copy of Vietnam Magazine
through the Consulate General of Vietnam. I just
finished reading it. I never read such an interesting
and informative magazine.

I am interested in collecting Vietnamese stamps
and view cards. May I ask you to send me some back
copies of your magazine? Please place my name on
your mailing list and send me the magazine regularly.

C. J. SELVA KUMAR
6th St.,, Gandhipuran
Combatore — 12, India
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I am very interested in your magazine. Would
it be possible for you to forward a few copies? What
are the prices for these publications? I find it very
hard nowadays to get unbiased literature about

Vietnam.
PETER THOMSON
21 Lochiel Road, Khandallah
Wellington, New Zealand

Long ago, news -from your country aroused my
interest. Unfortunately, they were only war infor-
mation, and being so far away from your country, I
do not have a clear view as to which field to turn to.

I now wish to receive brochures, information
bulletins, covering life, people, living standards,
future of Vietnam, i.e. many things that can help a
foreigner to obtain a good knowledge about a country.

I would also be glad to exchange stamps with
-someone who can speak French or English, since I
speak some of these two languages, but not Viet-

namese.
ROBERTO CONTRERAS
VILLALOBOS

Correos y Telecommunicationes
Coquimbo, Chile

I am a student of medicine in the University of
Mexico and at present I am in training at the Chimic
Pharmaceutical Laboratorio. The purpose of my letter
is to request you to send me your publication Vietnam
Magazine which is very important to me as well as
to my friends at the University. In addition, we would
like to receive some information on the Vietnamese
culture, stamps or other reviews concerning Viet-
namese philatelists.

DANIEL CONTRERAS PAREDES
Laboratorios INFAN, S. A.

Calz. de Tlalpan No. 4515

Mexico 22, D.F.

Thank you sincerely for sending me a copy of
Vietnam Magazine. It seems to be very interesting
and gives me useful information about Vietnam and
its achievements. I am also interested in your other
publications and informations about Vietnam, its
people and their cultural activities.

A. V. VASAVAN

Managing Editor, Malayalam
Weekly

Cochin, Kerala State. India

Thank you very much for sending us a compli-
mentary copy of your Vietnam Magazine. We found
it very interesting and we are wondering if your
publication could be sent to us regularly on a com-
plimentary basis.

(MISS) SHIRSEN HEERJEE
Economic and Political Weekly
Skylark 284 Frere Road

Bombay, India

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Would you be willing to be a Patron ?
Your support will assist the Vietnam Council
on Foreign Relations in attaining its various
objectives, including the publication of Viet-
nam Magazine.

If you decide to participate as a Grand
Patron or an Honor Patron you will receive a
special scroll, as well as be included in our
Honor Roll. To be an Honor Patron a mini-
mum payment of US$850.00 (or equivalent)
required ; to be a Grand Patron a minimum
payment of US$425.00 (or equivalent) is
required.

If you would like to learn more about our
activities, we indeed would be pleased to hear
from you.

‘V\M"’M

President
TRAN VAN LAM

A friend of mine wishes to have his name placed
on your mailing list to receive your excellent publi-
cation. His name is Thomas Petzinger Jr., of 6815
Tanglewood Drive, Youngston, Ohio, USA, 44512. He
is very interested in Vietnamese affairs. He would
like to have as much materials as you can possibly
spare for distribution on his campus. He is especially
interested in your Vietnam Magazine and your article
reprint series. I can assure you that he will put these
materials to good use.

THOMAS ANDERSON
150 Lowell Ave.
Youngstown, Ohio
USA 44512

As a leading research institution in this country,
we deeply appreciate your kindness in sending us
the Vietnam Magazine.

It is a valuable source of information for our
research people. We should like to receive all future
issues and, if possible, the last issue of your maga-
zine's Volume 2.

JOHN T. MA
Curator-Librarian
East Asian Collection

N. Hoover Institution on War,
Revolution and Peace

Stanford, California 94305
(415) 321-2300
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as Chigf Justice.” Linh, a native
of Bien Hoa who earned his licen-
tiate of law in Saigon in 1951, was
a judge in the Saigon appeals
court, the Saigon court of first
instance and the Vinh Long court
of first instance before ascending
the high court bench. Independent
politically, he is considered to be
a strict constructionist.

“Election of the Chief Justice on
a rotating basis by the Associate
Justices .of the Supreme Court,”
says the Western observer, “is an
additional measure that will tend
to prevent the Court from ever
becoming.a tool of any adminis-
tration or faction. Because the
rotating tours are short, the Court
does not take on the complexion
of any one personality or any one
philosophy. From beginning to
end, this electoral process is a
democratic one. Even in the United
States, which prides itself on hav-
ing innovated the triple checks and
balances sysiem of government,
the Chief Justice — like the Asso-
ciate Justices — is appointed by
the executive branch with legisla-
tive approval.

“The Supreme Court in Saigon
has -potent powers of its own,
derived through legislation rather
than delegation,” he points out,
“and these include the crucial
power of judicial review — ruling
on the law's constitutionality.
While the right of judicial review
once was delegated to a constitu-
tional court under President Ngo
Dinh Diem, its members were
appointed by the President and
they acted largely as an arm of
his- administration until it was
overthrown in 1963. Not until the
Supreme Court was established in
1968 did any authority in Vietnam
have the power to nullify any legal
code or any act of the legislature
or any.decree of the executive.”

Court Functions

Law . No. 007/68 gives the Su-
preme Court extensive powers af-
fecting the administration of gov-
ernment. It has the authority to:

* Interpret the Constitution
and rule on the legality of all laws,
decrees and administrative deci-
sions of the government;

* Administer the judicial
branch of government and oversee

8

Judge Tran Huu Danh presides over the Saigon

court of first instance

as lawyers (right) and defendants (left) cluster in front of the bailiff.

the operations of subordinate
courts ;

* Rule on appeals from judg-
ments rendered in any lower
court and decide on petitions for
retrial or revision of sentences;

* Determine the jurisdictional
boundaries of lower courts;

* Replace lower-court judges
in cases of questionable compe-
tence or ethics;

* Dissolve a political party
whose policies, pronouncements or
activities are judged to be opposed
to the republican form of govern-
ment,;

* Establish the list of presi-
dential and vice-presidential can-
didates, rule on the validity of
their election, announce final elec-
tion returns, and witness the
swearing in of the President of
the republic. ’

Until October 22, 1968, when the
first nine Supreme Court justices
were sworn in, the judiciary had
been part of the executive branch,
with the Ministry of Justice’s civil
and criminal directorates control-
ling the operation of all nonmili-
tary courts and appointing all
judges and prosecutors. “Judges
were formerly dependent upon the
Minister of Justice for appoint-
ment and advancement,” says
Chief Justice Linh. “Our decisions
were independently made, but in
our structure and political-matters
we were not free.” Now the Su-
preme Court has full jurisdiction
and control over all civil, criminal

and administrative courts in the
country, with the Justice Ministry
retaining control only of the
public prosecutors.

Running the judicial branch of
government entails overseeing the
work of more than 120 separate
courts, ranging from justice of the
peace courts through courts of first
instance up to the two appeals
courts. (Two higher courts, the
Court of Cassation and the Ad-
ministrative Tribunal, were incor-
porated into the Supreme Court’s
structure on its formation.)

“We are a kind of ministry be-
cause we administer all personnel
and judges of the court system,”
says Justice Linh. About 150 judges
sit on the various benches, aided
by some 1,600 secretaries, bailiffs
and clerks. “It's not much.” says
the Chief Justice, “but we can
work with this.”

Administrative decisions affect-
ing lower courts are made by the
Supreme Court on the advice of
the judicial council, made up of
four judges from appeals courts
and four judges from courts of
first instance, each man serving a
two-year term. The council pro-
poses appointments, promotions,
transfers and disciplinary meas-
ures for judges and advises on
other matters pertaining to the
court system. The council mem-
bers’ actions are not binding on
the Supreme Court, but “we
always respect their advice,” says
Justice Linh.

PR\ Y ey
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Ruling changes powers of military courts

Supreme Court. This' was the first
major case in which an initiatory
petition was accepted directly by
the high court from the defendants.
The Supreme Court ruled that the
Mobile Court’s actions were un-
constitutional because it did not
assure a defendant’s right to be
tried by a professional judge, his
right to counsel and his right to
appeal to a higher court. The Su-
preme Court also based its rejec-
tion of the military court’s verdict
on evidence that the students’ con-
fessions had been obtained
“through torture, threat or coer-
cion, a fact that nobody denied at
the hearing session.” The Court
declared the form of the military
court unconstitutional and ruled
that as a general principle a civil-
ian could appeal a military court
decision to the Supreme Court.

With this case as a precedent the
Supreme Court entered the Chau
case. In a decision announced on
October 30, 1970, the Court over-
turned Chau’s conviction on the
grounds that the deputies’ petition
suspending his congressional im-
munity had been improperly com-
piled. The Court said immunity
could be lifted only by a three-
quarters vote after open debate
by the entire house. In Chau’s case
the petition had been circulated
outside the Assembly with no dis-
cussion on the floor, and several
of the deputies later said their
signatures on the petition had been
forged. The Supreme Court also
rebuked the military court for
ignoring constitutionally guarante-
ed civil liberties and judicial pro-
cedures.

While the Supreme Court in
overturning Chau’s conviction had
directed that he be freed, its order
conceded it had no authority to
annul the Defense Ministry’s Feb-
ruary 19 order directing Chau’s
arrest. On that technicality Chau
remains in jail. The executive
branch, aware it is on weak legal
grounds but justifying its decision
on wartime necessity to prevent
subversive activities, has declined
to free Chau but indicated he may
be retried at a later date “to re-
gularize his status.”

Defense attorney Nguyen Duy Nguyen (standing) makes a fine summation
but fails to convince the Salgon court that his client did not steal the bike.

As a result of the Court’s ruling
that the form of the Mobile Court
was unconstitutional, President
Thieu signed new legislation on
June 23, 1970, that reconstituted
the military courts, but with nar-
rower jurisdiction and with
provisions meeting many of the
Court’s criticisms. First established
in 1962, military courts were de-
signed to judge expeditiously
“those accused of certain offenses
dangerous to the existence of the
nation in time of war” arnd were
authorized to try civilians as well
as military men charged with such

‘violations of national security. As

rewritten after the Supreme Court
declared such courts unconstitu-
tionally structured, the military
court law provides that civilians
may be tried by a military bench
only if they are accomplices of
military personnel charged with
violations of national security.
Military judges now must be
career legal experts selected by
the Supreme Court from a list
prepared by the Defense Ministry,
and the president of each military
court must be a civilian judge
from the Saigon or Hue appeals

court. A major difference between
the old and the new military courts
is the addition of the right of
appeal. Except in desertion cases,
any person convicted by a military
court may appeal the verdict
directly to the Supreme Court.

Legal observers, as they did at
the time of the budget case and
the tax case, are saying that the
judicial branch may have won its
case against the military courts
but the executive branch has not
lost its case either. But with senti-
ment in both the judicial and the
legislative branch obviously grow-
ing toward restricting the activities
of military courts, especially in
their dealings with civilians, it is
considered a matter of time before
the entire military justice system
is brought under judicial branch
control if not administration.

For the moment, however, there
is no.denying that the judicial
brancH has suffered a setback in
the administration’s refusal to free
Chau. What further steps the
Court might take to enforce its
decision are unclear — no major
tribunal in the world has real en-
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 Court provides model of due process of law

forcement capabilities.3/ Sources
close to the Court characterize the
Chau and other 1970 cases as “the
first important steps in feeling out
the relationship™ between the ju-
dicial and executive branches. For
the present the young Court seems
to be following a course which
would permit it to continue to be
called “wise and practical.” Like
the chief tribunal in any country,
the Supreme Court must keep its
fingers on the pulse of the society,
not getting too far ahead of the
people. In a nation at war the
society demands protection against
subversion and the Court is the
first to recognize there can be no
justice without national security.
It also is fully cognizant that it is
not an anti-government body, but
an integral part of government.
“There will be more setbacks on
the road toward full representa-
tional government in Vietnam,”
says one observer, “but the road
has been well mapped and the Su-
preme Court, for one, is busily
helping to pave it.”

Reorganizing the System

Vietnam is seeing the beginnings
of a reorganization of the entire
judicial system. Although many of
the new attributes of the judiciary
are still on the drawing board,
reform and restructuring push for-
ward despite the war.

Difficulties encountered in estab-
lishing a successful Vietnamese
judicial system are largely a by-
product of the nation’s past and
its frequent domination by foreign
powers. From China Vietnam’s
emperors inherited the concept of
imperial law codes. The last major
revision of the code used by the
Nguyen dyvnasty in the imperial
capital at Hue was made more than
150 years ago under Emperor Gia
Long. The Gia Long Code, as later
amended to suit French colonial
requirements, continues to be the
code in effect today for the area

3/ When the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
against the execulive branch in the case of
treaty with Indiun tribes in Georga, Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson (1829-33) ignored the
ruling. « (Chief Justice) .John Marshall has
made the decision, » said Jackson. « Now let
him enforce it. »
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of South Vietnam once known as
Annam, roughly stretching from
the Demilitarized Zone to Nha
Trang. Annam became a French
protectorate about the mid-1880s,
but more than 20 years earlier the
French had made Cochin China,
the vast Delta area south from
Saigon, an outright colony and
imported the Napoleonic Code.
Thus today the appeals court at
Hue follows the Gia Long Code
while the appeals court in Saigon
follows the Napoleonic Code, de-
spite the Constitution’s require-
ment that the nation should be
governed under one legal code.

The coming of the French to
Indochina weakened the imperial
concept of law based on morality,
law aimed at protecting public
morals and insuring public order.
Confucian logic considered any
offense against an individual a
violation of public order requiring
appropriate punishment, and im-
perial punishments were harsh,
including torture, exile, death and
banishment. The French introduc-

-ed the concept of individual rights,

eliminated many of the drastic
oriental punishments, distinguished
between civil and criminal cases
and abolished the concept of the
monarch retaining all adminis-
trative, legislative and judicial
powers. But the French made
their language the language of the
courts, and they established special
courts for French citizens. As a
result, few Vietnamese in the prov-
ince feel the courts are for their
benefit: the courts are alien, and
designed for the rich. So one of
the major tasks of the Supreme
Court, aided by experts in the
Justice Ministry, is to design a
single Vietnamese judicial system
belonging to the people of an
independent Vietnam.

In January 1969 the Vietnamese
government turned for technical
assistance in this task to the United
States because judicial organiza-
tion had been pioneered in Amer-
ica and because the Supreme
Courts of both nations are similar
in structure and concept. The
Agency for International Develop-
ment (U.S. AID) signed a contract

with Louisiana State University
to give the Vietnamese judiciary
technical assistance on a wide
variety of subjects, including re-
view of new codes. This university
was selected because the state of
Louisiana was part of the ter-
ritory purchased from the French
and inherited a state court system
based essentially on the Napoleonic
Code and French laws. Louisiana
is the only so-called *“civil law™
state in the Union, the other 49
basing their laws more on the
English concept of common law —
precedent rather than codification.

LSU Researchers

The Louisiana State University
team consisted of two researchers
who spent 20 months in Vietnam
and a staff of seven maintained in
Baton Rouge to compile reports
and research papers. The LSU
team members and their Viet-
namese counterparts worked with
the newly formed Supreme Court
in many fields. The American and
Vietnamese experts helped the
Court organize internal opera-
tions, establish jurisdiction and
organize a lower court system
under Supreme Court control.
Corollary objectives included pre-
empting military courts’ jurisdic-
tion over civilians, strengthening
the bar and other professional as-
sociations, upgrading legal educa-
tion «(including the publishing of
textbooks in Vietnamese) and im-
plementing civil rights provisions
of the Constitution.

Through March 1971 the techni-
cal assistance project was funded
by U.S. AID and The Asia Founda-
tion. Now The Asia Foundation is
financing the project with its own
resources because the major work
has been accomplished and U.S.
AID participation no longer is
necessary.

Already drafted and being stud-
ied in the lower house’s judiciary
committee are criminal, criminal
procedure, civil and civil procedure
codes. A commercial code is under-
going final revision in the legal
research section of ,the Justice

P . W e
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Early this year, an American
journalist was told to leave South
Vietnam within a week’s time. In
this country, where journalists are
kings, the measure immediately
created a big storm as most cor-
respondents, setting aside their
prime responsibility of war cover-
age, began writing instead on an
alleged “systematic” effort on the
part of the Government to hide
the truth from the scrutinizing
eyes of Pressmen.

Government spokesmen were
asked to explain the reasons be-
hind the unpopular measure.
Thousands and thousands of words
were dispatched abroad on what
correspondents thought to be the
true story of a “shameful” case.
Some of the leading U.S. publica-
tions even went so far as to ques-
tion the advisability of continued
U.S. assistance for a regime that
dared to antagonize the all power-
ful members of America’s Fourth
Estate.

The correspondents’ ire, of
course, was viewed with concern
in the United States and soon was
translated into intervention by the
U.S. State Department on behalf
of the ousted man. Ambassador

Ellsworth Bunker called on Presi-
dent Nguyen Van Thieu and it can
be assumed that for the sake of
harmony between Washington and
Saigon, the extradition order of the
Interior Ministry was rescinded.

If the story had stopped there,
it could have been dismissed as
one of limited significance. Cases
are numerous the world over of
journalists. being extradited, who
finally are permitted to stay upon
the recommendation of some in-
fluential quarters. But in this par-
ticular instance, the central cha-
acter and what he is supposed to
represent transcend his reported
deeds or misdeeds and deserve a
closer study.

From Friend...

A dozen years ago, a young man
of good will by the name of Don
Luce came to South Vietnam, fell
in love with the Vietnamese, and
decided to conquer their hearts.
Born in a highly affluent environ-
ment, he chose the International
Voluntary Services (IVS) and its
humanitarian traditions to channel
his sympathy, which he wanted
productive, for the long suffering

Story of Don Lluce

The Friend
Who Suddenly
Took Sides
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By NGUYEN NGOC PHACH

people of a country he had come
to love and respect.

According to Luce himself, the
Vietnamese “are strong. They are
hardworking. They endure. And
they have proven over and over
their ability to deal with foreign
interference. But they suffer in the
process, a suffering greatly inten-
sified by today’s American pres-
ence.” It is such qualities as were
mentioned by Luce and his IVS
friends in an open letter to former
President Lyndon B. Johnson in
September 1967 which prompted
Luce to spend most of his adult
years in this land of continual
strife.

A couple of months before the
Viet Cong Tet offensive of 1968,
however, Luce decided that his
country had done the Vietnamese
such enormous disservices as td
negate the very raison d’étre of its
commitment here. And he went
home with a complex of culpabil-
ity—but not for long. Less than
a year later, Luce was seen in
Saigon again, deriving a living as
a stringer for various newspapers
and getting more and more involv-
ed in the struggle for Vietnam.

Upon his return here and in
choosing his new occupation, the
former IVS official’s position in the
large context of the war had
changed drastically. From a
participant, legitimately concerned
about the turn of events to which
he was contributing in his own
small way, he had chosen the posi-
tion of a reporter, who should res-
trict himself to reporting history-
making events without trying to
shape them.

Luce, however, was not trained
as a journalist. Instead of merely
witnessing developments and writ-
ing about them, he, who has
always claimed to be a friend of
the Vietnamese people, began tak-
ing side with one Vietnamese fac-
tion against another. Readers of
the social worker-turned-newsmen
cannot escape the impression that
in Luce’s eyes, the Viet Cong are
the true custodians of the nation’s
revolutionary traditions while the
Saigon regime has no popular sup-
port whatsoever.

Of course, in this Land of the
Free — which South Vietnam is,
especially in comparison with the
Hanoi regime — Luce is entitled



He sailed into storm of controversy

to think' the way he pleases. But
with a complex of culpability tra-
ceable to his IVS days, Luce start-
ed trying to shape the: form of local
events. He joined anti-war and
anti-Government forces and be-
came a celebrity of sorts by un-
covering the so-called Tiger cages
on the penitentiary island of Con-
Son.

Saigon was understandably irk-
ed. Government officials looked at
Luce with suspicious eyes and
when his visa was due to expire
early this year, the man was told
to get ready to go. As is known,
only the intervention of the U.S.
State Department with the highest
Vietnamese authorities resulted in
an extension of Luce’s permit of
residence.

The man did not learn the les-
son,however. Instead of doing his
journalistic duties more carefully,
he began sending articles to the
principal publication of the Viet
Cong movement. At least three
articles bearing his byline can be
found in South Vietnam In Strug-
gle, a tabloid sheet published by
the «South Vietnam National Li-
beration Front Information Com-
mission » in Hanoi.

The case, thus, has grown more
dramatic. Because, for all their
claims to controlling 90 per cent
of the nation’s territory, the Viet
Cong have yet to prove in an un-
mistakably clear manner they had
somebody openly working for them
throughout the 65,000 square miles
of the southern Republic. By writ-
ing for South Vietnam In Struggle,
Luce just helped them to substan-
tiate that claim — to some extent.

...To Foe

In the eyes of most Vietnamese,
including those not clearly sup-
porting the present constitutional
arrangement, Luce’s deeds are
morally unacceptable. After over
a decade in Vietnam, he should
have known better, as aware as
he is that the conflict here is basic-
ally a political contest in which
claims are sometimes more im-
portant than verities.

In directing nothing but violent
criticisms of the Saigon adminis-
tration — and indirectly at the mil-
lions who support it, at least in its
anti-Communist role — Luce can
be charged with sapping the will
to resist of the South Vietnamese
nation in its fight against an ene-
my it has been combatting for two
and a half decades. To quote a
Vietnamese journalist, “Luce, pos-
sibly without knowing it, has be-
come a foe to those he has always
claimed to love and respect.”

This is not to say that Luce’s

motives are totally wrong. Through
his many writings, especially his
Open Letter to President Johnson,
Luce shows an acute awareness
for the need for normalcy in Viet-
nam. “There is no alternative to
ending the war,” he also advised
Johnson, “and America can contri-
bute to it by de-escalating the con-
flict, refraining from using herbi-
cides, stopping the aerial war, re-
cognizing the Viet Cong, and let-
ting the Vietnamese settle their
own affairs under the supervision
of an international peace commis-
sion.”

Most of these recommendations
have, since they were made, been
implemented. From 540,000 men,
the U.S. contingent has dropped
to 230,000, forcing a drastically
reduced role for U.S. fighting men
on Indochinese frontlines. The de-
foliation practice has been termi-
nated. The air war over North
Vietnam has been brought to an
end. The Viet Cong are now fully

represented at the Paris talks. And

both Washington and Saigon have
proposed solutions with some form
of international control and super-
vision.

Still, the war is pretty much in
evidence. It has even engulfed
Cambodia, not through the *“im-
perialistic™ design of America but
because the Communists, after
failing to occupy South Vietnam
during their Tet offensive of 1968,
have been not only kept at bay
from population centers but also
driven farther and farther away
from the nation’s borders.

Luce appears to be blind to
these developments, however. The
IVS worker, who ttirned journalist
and revolutionary fighther, has
fallen into a deep well and, as the
Vietnamese are fond of saying,
“like a frog, be cannot conceive
the sky to be larger than the well’s
lid.” Caught in a pitfall of his own
making, Luce will not be able to
get out of it — even after the U.S.
commitment here will have been

‘reduced to a mere fraction of what

it used to be.

To quote a Vietnamese always
more attracted by la forme (form)
than le fonds (contents), “Luce
should have stayed in America
after resigning from 1VS. He start-
ed his Vietnam career with a beau-
tiful gesture, that of deciding to
come and help the people of a
war-torn land vithout bothering
himself with their political think-
ing. He should have kept his Viet-
nam experience free of all seeds
of controversy. When he came
back here in 1968, he unwittingly
spoiled it altogether.”

Victim

For the author of these lines,
Luce is only a victim. He is the
victim of the incredibly complicat-
ed Vietnam crisis of which nobody
has been able to draw an acurate
enough picture. Like any of the
oracles of Dr. Trinh, the Vietnam-
ese Nostradamus, Vietnamese de-
velopments do not make sense
until they have unrolled them-
selves altogether. In the line of so
very many so-called knowled-
geable observers of the local scene,
Luce tried to foresee the next
developments but unlike them he
also tried to act accordingly.

But caught in many an act jour-
nalists are not supposed to do, Luce
was declared persona non grata.
The punishment — extradition —
was only commensurate with the
crime. Luce really has no ground
for complaint. As the Vietnamese
would say. “he who has the cour-
age to plunder must be ready for
the bastinado upon being caught”
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Early this year, an American
journalist was told to leave South
Vietnam within a week’s time. In
this country, where journalists are
kings, the measure immediately
created a big storm as most cor-
respondents, setting aside their
prime responsibility of war cover-
age, began writing instead on an
alleged “systematic™ effort on the
part of the Government to hide
the truth from the scrutinizing
eyes of Pressmen.

Government spokesmen were
asked to explain the reasons be-
hind the wunpopular measure.
Thousands and thousands of words
were dispatched abroad on what
correspondents thought to be the
true story of a “shameful” case.
Some of the leading U.S. publica-
tions even went so far as to ques-
tion the advisability of continued
U.S. assistance for a regime that
dared to antagonize the all power-
ful members of America’s Fourth
Estate.

. The correspondents’ ire, of
course, was viewed with concern
in the United States and soon was
translated into intervention by the
U.S. State Department on behalf
of the ousted man. Ambassador

Ellsworth Bunker called on Presi-
dent Nguyen Van Thieu and it can
be assumed that for the sake of
harmony between Washington and
Saigon, the extradition order of the
Interior Ministry was rescinded.

If the story had stopped there,
it could have been dismissed as
one of limited significance. Cases
are numerous the world over of
journalists. being extradited, who
finally are permitted to stay upon
the recommendation of some in-
fluential quarters. But in this par-
ticular instance, the central cha-
acter and what he is supposed to
represent transcend his reported
deeds or misdeeds and deserve a
closer study.

From Friend...

A dozen years ago, a young man
of good will by the name of Don
Luce came to South Vietnam, fell
in love with the Vietnamese, and
decided to conquer their hearts.
Born in a highly affluent environ-
ment, he chose the International
Voluntary Services (IVS) and its
humanitarian traditions to channel
his sympathy, which he wanted
productive, for the long suffering
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Letter from
a Massacre

By TRAN QUOC

The body of Father Buu-Dong, age 57, was found

on November 8, 1969, at Luong Vien which is about

30 kilometers northeast of Hue. The bodies of two
other Catholic priests were in the same graves. This
location contained a series of graves with a total of
20 bodies.

Such discoveries near Hue have not been unusual.
What was unique in this case is the fact that a letter
was found in the pocket of Father Buu-Dong. It is
the first known letter recovered from a victim of
the Communist massacres during the 1968 winter-
spring offensives.

Father Buu-Dong was a popular man in charge
of the Su-Lo An-Truyen Parish in Phu-Vang District.
This combination of being very popular, respected
and non-Communist apparently brought him into
conflict with the Viet Cong. He was killed in Luong
Vien, a village of Hue’s Phu Thu district.

The letter he left is written on one sheet of paper
folded three times. Circumstantial evidence clearly
indicates that it was composed during the period
of his captivity. It is a testament written to his fam-
ily. He had no hope of ever seeing them again on
Earth, “but I hope to meet you in God’s country, my
dear parents.”

22

FATHER BUU-DONG

He had entrusted a friar to carry back to them
“all my belongings to be divided among you.” He had
also decided on “the recipients of the three sewing
machines.”

A boy who tends buffaloes led authorites to the
graves of Father Buu-Dong and the others. The boy
said he witnessed the executions five months earlier.
He did not report it before because VC strength in
the area was still too intimidating. The boy said
that Father Buu-Dong was shot and that the two
other priests were killed by clubbing their heads with
the stock of a rifle.

The buffalo boy also said that Father Buu-Dong
had asked his captors to permit him to see the VC
District Commissioner because he was innocent. Per-
mission was not granted.

Intelligence sources have released a captured VC
battle plan for the 1968 Tet Offensive against Hue.
Part of paragraph 11, sub-headed Religion, provides
background on events that doomed Father Buu-Dong
and others. Section “a” deals with Catholics:

“We must encircle churches and schools. In case
the enemy hides in the churches, we must pursue
him and capture him. Priests(and vicars 'who protect



and conceal the enemy should be arrested imme-
diately.

“We must explain to the people our reasons, at
the same time, force them to give us their weapons.
We should carefully judge criminals in order to de-
termine their punishment (death or imprisonment)™.

The transcript of Father Buu-Dong’s letter has
been translated into English. Below is the complete
texts :

FATHER BUU-DONG’'S TESTAMENT FOUND
ON HIS BODY UNCOVERED ON 08-11-1969 AT
LUONG VIEN.

I humbly bow myself to you, my dear parents.

You will be very sad to lose a child. Though I
am not fortunate enough to attend on you in your
old age, I think you would find comfort in and be
pleased with learning that through love for God and
for men I have bravely discharged my duty as a
Catholic priest and a believer.

I beg you to forgive me for all that may have
displeased you during the past 57 years.

I hope to meet you in God’s country, my dear
parents, please pray for me.

(an illegible line).

Younger brothers Claudia, Hiep, An Xuyen,
Thieu Tuong Anh, Xuan Raphael, Linh, Khue, Nhu,
Sao Khoi, Chinh Duan, Nghi Dien and my near and
far paternal and maternal relatives.

(2 lines illegible).

Life and death depend on God and Maria. My
younger brothers and sisters please replace me to
wait on our parents in their old ages.

May God bless you and our relatives.

I hope to see you all in Paradise.

Please pray for me whether I am alive or dead.
Your elder brother. ‘

I entrusted friar XH with arranging with you to
carry back all my belongings and to be divided among
you. I have decided on the recipients of the three
sewing machines.

Dear Children of Christ!

This is my last writing to remind you of Peter’s
blessing on a boat in the storm... (3 illegible words).

Please remember my blessings at the beginning
of spring on my religious mission and pray for me
when my life ends in accordance with God’s will.

(Love Maria, and forgive all errors (1 word ille-
gible). 4
Let me thank you... (4 illegible words) Pray to
God to forgive me. Sincerely prav for me so that I
may live in love, austerity to establish peace for
Christ, to spiritually serve God and Maria's spiritual
children.

Pray for me so that I may peacefully and bravely
endure all spiritual and physical suftferings and that
I may confide my body to God through Maria.

I hope we shall meet in God's country.

God bless you.

—_—

»

MEKONG
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CO.

FOR SAFETY AND BETTER SERVICE
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* FIRE
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* ETC.

Head office :

63-65, Ham-Nghi 99.291
(7th floor) Tel. Nos: { 20.481
Saigon 24.849

N S R

o9



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Even this stabilized production
might have been marginally ac-
ceptable were it not for the fact
that North Vietnam’s population is
rising at a known rate ‘of 600,000
annually. Making allowances for
civilian deaths and war losses this
means that Hanoi has gained 2!/,
million more mouths since 1964
while basic food production barely
held its own.

A gap of such proportions is a
ticking time bornb by any standard
— both nutritionally and politically.

Industrial Picture

Nor is the industrial production
picture any brighter. Moscow
Radio broadcasts to French Africa
revealed that total Soviet aid to
Hanoi in 1970, including machinery
and other industrial equipment,
increased by 50 per cent.

Obviously to remain viable the
Hanoi apparatus must nurture
both Chinese and Russian friend-
ship — a juggling act fraught with
political peril. But the question of
how much real benefit results
must also be asked?

By fielding half a million pro-
ductive young men for military
service in the past four years
alone Hanoi has robbed both its
farms and its factories of the best
workers. And few return.

Military Phase-Down

Which is one major reason why
the North Vietnamese military
effort is being phased down to
smaller scale tactics in a desperate
bid for time to gird its faltering
economy. Already foreign visitors
have noted farmers cultivating
private land — a possible indica-
tion that limited private owner-
ship is now being encouraged. But
this involves difficult and dan-
gerous policy decisions, too, in a
country where the peasant revolts
against land reform in the early
years of the regime are still vivid
memories.

On one count the North Viet-
namese have been candid: in asses-
sing their progress on the country’s
25th anniversary Hanoi conceded
the war has heavily damaged an
economy that “has always been
poor and backward ”

But a recent confidential British
study put only part of the blame
for formidable economic difficulties
on the war. “Much of the problem
lies in poorly skilled and un-
motivated workers,” it said. Over
and over again productions goals
have fallen disastrously short. It
found, for example, that some
machines in light industry ‘were
being used only two and three
hours a day while some workers
were leaving factories for homes
after only four to six hours on the
job. Bad management is another
factor.

It Isn't Happening

The weaknesses of industrial
development are closely related to
failures of agrarian productivity
because, as Ho Chi Minh preached
over and again, “the two sectors
of the economy must support each
other.” But it just isn’t happening
that way in North Vietnam.

Today the situation is now such
that- Hanoi’s leaders have been
forced to reconsider the degree of
their commitment to the war in
the South.’

— «LOTUS GARDEN.

FUNCTIONS.

Cable Address:

CONTINENTAL PALACE HOTEL

1‘ 132, Tu-@o gf‘wef — ga&'gon

Phone: 22.520 - 80.185 - 90.157

CONTINENT

P. O. Box: 140 SAIGON

— IDEALLY SITUATED IN THE CENTER OF SAIGON.
— SPACIOUS AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS.

— FAMOUS «CAFE BAR., FOR RELAXING OVER DRINKS IN THE EVENING AND
A FAVORITE SPOT FOR REFRESHING.

FOR ITS CHARMING SOLITUDE IN THE SHADOWS OF
FRAGRANT TREES AND ITS DELIGHTFUL PAILLOTE, REMINDER OF THE
«MOI, COUNTRY'S VILLAGES.

— LARGE BANQUET ROOM FOR CONFERENCES, COCKTAILS, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, WEDDINGS, RECEPTIONS AND OTHER IMPORTANT

— THE ONLY CONTINENTAL RESTAURANT. WITH CLASSICAL REFINED «FRENCH
CUISINE, AND TERRACE OVERLOOKING TU DO STREET.

— THE «DOLCE VITA. WITH ITS ITALIAN SPECIALTIES SERVED IN MEDITER-
RANEAN CAFE, UNIQUE IN SAIGON.
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Indeed, since he started leading
tribesmen against the Japanese
and French occupants in the final
years of World War II, Giap had
often managed to surprise his foes.
In this reckoning, this was only
made possible by the practically
unlimited freedom of movement of
his troops, which Giap boastfully
called their “strategic mobility.”

Thus, prior to a battle, Com-
munist combatants would amass
enough weapons and ammunition
near their target area and when
the moment for a strike came all
that they needed was to pick up
their hidden war materiel and
assault an unprepared enemy.

The North Vietnamese com-
mander - in - chief’s logistical ap-
proach is most evident in his Tet
attacks of 1968, when Communist
troops followed their supplies into
the cities and launched the most
dramatic offensive of the war.
They were to be driven back into
the jungle but the world had been
given an idea of the effectiveness
of Giap's strategy.

*“ Tet'’ and Cambodia

Until Tet, the Viet Cong’ had
been more or less successful with
this approach. From the dozen
base areas in neighboring Cam-
bodia and Laos and from an equal
number of “war zones” within
South Vietnam, the Communists
could, with the help of a complex
network of agents, bring as many
weapons as they wanted to wher-
ever they pleased.

The Viet Cong Tet offensive and
the Cambodian operations were to
change all this. Defeated in their
attempt at “liberating the country-
side by keeping the foe locked
inside the cities” — the reverse
of Mao Tsetung’s and Lin Piao’s
notion of “encirclement of the
townships by the countryside” —
Giap and his lieutenuants in the
South soon found they had instead
created a vacuum in the country-
side without accomplishing much
in the ‘cities.

Six months after Tet 1968 and
thanks to the Viet Cong’s many
faults! during these troubled
times, the Communists were on
the defensive all over South Viet-

1/ In the former imperial capital of Hué
alone, the Communists killed 5000 men,
women, and children in their month-long
occupation of that city of 100,000.

nam. The Government decision to
create the Popnular Self-Defense
Corps, which groups all able-bodi-
ed men between 16 and 60 into
home-guard units also drastically
reduced the freedom of movement
of Giap’s troops and rendered his
logistical approach less effective.

Then came the fall of Cambodia’s '

Norodom Sihanouk, which was to
aggravate Giap’s problems. Siha-
noukville, rebaptized Kompong
Som, was closed to Communist
traffic. But even before this, South
Vietnamese troops had stormed
into all base camps the Commu-
nists were known to maintain in
the neighboring country. The Viet
Cong and their North Vietnamese
allies were practically cut off from
their main source of supplies.

Communist efforts in the past 15
months indicate a desperate at-
tempt at finding an alternative to
their erstwhile border sanctuary
system. In the past five months
only, there have been nearly 20
attempts at bringing supplies to the
hard pressed Viet Cong by sea and
a systematic effort to make greater
use of the Ho Chi Minh trail

But in the face of the incompa-
rable allied Navy power, the North
Vietnamese can be said to have not
been successful in infiltrating by
the sea. Three Communist trawlers,
carrying each over 100 tons of arms,
were sunk between November 1970
and Arril 1971 while the other
Communist vessels had to return
to Haiphong upon being detected.

The Ho Chi Minh Trail

Prior to the recent Laotian foray
in February-March 1971, only in
evidence were Hanoi’s ant-like
activities along the Ho Chi Minh
trail, dubbed by an observer “the
invasion road.” According to intel-
ligence estimates late last year, up
to 4,000 tons of war materiel can
be found at any time moving along
this 6,000-mile network of roads
and lanes.

To undertake such a big scheme,
Hanoi reportedly had thousands of
trucks deployed in 15 battalions
that make up Transportation
Group 559, a division-sized unit
operating along the Laotian and
Cambodian borders. In addition to
the 10,000 men of Group 559, the
enemy high command also deploy-

ed an estimated 2,000 anti-aircrait
sites and some 20,000 ground troops
to ensure the security of this lo-
gistical system and a regular flow
of war materiel to the frontlines.

This formidable concentration of
fire power, the South Vietnamese
learned of the hard way when a
200-man force tried in mid-Sep-
tember 1970 to locate and destroy
some big arms depots the enemy
had installed in the Laotian pro-
vince of Saravane. A week-long
operation, the push was cut short
after a dozen raiders were killed
and nearly 100 wounded. Flying
support for the ground troops,
about a dozen - helicopters were
also damaged or destroyed.

Hanoi and the Pathet Lao were
to denounce this attempt as “an
invasion of major proportions™ but
even Communist mouthpieces re-
frained from going too far. It was
only a long range reconnaissance
patrol, slightly more important
than those the South Vietnamese
were known to have undertaken
along the Ho Chi Minh trail for
quite a few years.

Air Force Monopoly

Following this abortive attempt
at disturbing Hanoi’s remaining
logistics channel, the task of inter-
dicting the flow of enemy arms
and men into Southern Indochina
was made the exclusive responsi-
bility of the United States Air
Force.

But however effective the aerial
interdiction, the Ho Chi Minh trail
remained open by and large. And
when monsoon rains stopped fal-
ling in October last year, indica-
tions were many pointing to a de-
termined North Vietnamese effort
to make even greater use of Lao-
tian territory.

Indeed, in only one area just
south of the 17th Parallel, where
sensory devices had been installed,
over 2100 trucks were found going
in a southern direction during a
ten-day period at the start of the
dry season. Considering the many
tentacles of the Trail, the tonnage
of Communist supplies going South
must have been many times
greater.

To counter this threat, allied
pilots had to drop on certain days
up to 3,500 tons_of, bombs on sen-
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Gen. Giap, lieutenant commit ‘had mistake’

sitive sections of the invasion road
but aerial photography was to
disclose an intense degree of milit-
ary traffic, especially through the
Mugia, Bankarai, and Banachoc
passes. Air power had been proven
inadequate to interdict the flow of
Communist infiltration into Sou-
thern Indochina.

Laotian Foray

It is in this context that one has
to view the decision of President
Nguyen Van Thieu to dispatch tens
of thousands of his best troops into
Laos early this year. Codenamed
Lam Son 719, the operation engen-
dered quite a big controversy as
the Government maintained it had
gone “according to plan™ and anti-
war elements inside and outside
the country claimed it had not.

Although it might still be too
early to assess its impact on the
course of events in Southern Indo-
china, Lam Son 719 seems neither
an unmitigated success nor an un-
qualified debacle. By simply being
in the area of Tchepone. South
Vietnamese troops disrupted for
two months the flow of North
Vietnamese arms and men into
southern battlefields and forced
the enemy to expend an important
amount of war materiel he had
been able to stock there while also
sowing a feeling of insecurity on
the North Vietnamese troops thus
far untroubled by the prospects of
being hit in their backgardens.

On the other hand, however,
the official Saigon claims of 16,000
enemy Kkilled, 8,000 weapons cap-
tured, and 170,000 tons of am-
munition destroyed could not hide
the fact that the achievements,
even if totally substantiated, had
dented little the North Vietnamese
carability of waging the war on
a large scale on Southern Indo-
chinese battlefields. The intense
fighting in the triborder area and
in Cambodia are definite proofs
that Lam Son 719 has not been the
decisive biow President Thieu and
his military commanders had con-
templated for the enemy’s expedi-
tionary forces.
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Still, the Laotian campaign pro-
bably will be remembered as an
important landmark in the history
of the Indochina conflict. It now
has been established that Com-
munist Chinese troops were
brought into North Vietnam during
the Laotian fighting and that Ha-
noi had to make an unprecedented
recruiting effort to fill up her de-
pleted ranks.

In the awareness of the continu-
ed lull inside South Vietnam and
heavy fighting in neighboring Laos
and Cambodia, especially in border
areas, one understands more easily
the remarks of a high-ranking
general at the headquarters of the
South Vietnamese Army sometime
before the Laotian foray.

New Face of War

Speaking of Communist traffic
along the Ho Chi Minh trail, he
said : “The bigger it is, the better
it is for us. For it will be easier
for us to choke the enemy to death
— logistically.” The man’s remarks
might sound unduly optimistic but
there is a more than a grain of
truth in it. The war in Southern
Indochina has grown into a con-
flict in which the enemy must keep
his logistical channels open at any
cost, even fighting on a massive
scale when and where it is not his
option to do so.

Defeated in the third stage of
their revolutionary struggle, Ha-
noi’s Vo Nguyen Giap and his lieu-
tenants should have reverted to
guerrilla warfare to “nurture the
revolution™ as the Communists
would say. But they did not. In
spite of such policy documents as
the Central Office for South Viet-
nam's (COSVN) Resolution Num-
ber Nine, which ordered all Com-
munist forces to get back to hit-
and-run tactics for an “economy of
force™ strategy, the North Viet-
namese expanded the war to Cam-
bodia and Laos and fought it in a
growingly conventional manner.

The new direction of Hanoi's
strategv can be said to have not
been knowingly decided upon,

however. In a way. it was made
inevitable by problems of a stra-
tegic character the enemy high
command has yet to solve satis-
factorily.

Without Proper Means

Half a decade ago, when Com-
munist methods were efficient
enough to keep the people totally
submissive, Viet Cong troops en-
joyed practically unlimited “stra-
tegic mobility.” They had sanc-
tuaries to which they could with-
draw after a battle and, in all
tranquillity, prepare for the next
move.

The lesser the people’s participa-
tion in the insurgency — this be-
came most noticeable after Tet —
the more insecure the Viet Cong’s
in-country sanctuaries became.
Giap and his lieutenants had to
create “war zones” along the bor-
der. (Against this background the
second Vietnam war has never
been a genuine people’s war.)

But with the Cambodian opera-
tions in 1970, Communist sanc-
tuaries as we had known them
stopped existing altogether. Denied
the people’s active support and the
advantage of inviolable “war
zones,” the Communist armies of
Vo Nguyen Giap could only turn
to conventional warfare to pursue
the struggie.

According to the South Viet-
namese general quoted above,
“Giap and his lieutenants made a
bad mistake. By choosing to fight
the war on a grand scale, they are
now as dependents as the allies on
logistics without having our means
and without having made the ne-
cessary preparations for it.”

The new face of war — a logis-
tical conflict fought on a grand
scale in border areas — is, thus,
something brought about by the
Communists themselves and for
which they have not been properly
prepared. Whatever tactical suc-
cess they might achieve, it is a
foregone conclusion the military
conflict is reaching its end — and
not the way Hanoi visualizes it.



SAIGON (MF) — “Widow,
twenty years old, no children, with
a beautiful dimpled smile, very
fashionable, likes picnics, poetry,
music, and painting. Seeks a friend
of similar interests. Must be over
a 1.6 meters tall, healthy, hand-
some, and dynamic. Marriage en-
visionable. Mail letter in care of
this paper.” This letter, and many
others proposing marriage or com-
panionship, are typical of the
dozens received daily by the “Con-
fidential Letter” columns of Viet-
nam'’s daily and weekly newspa-
pers. The columns originated in
1953, and through their great po-
pularity are now regular features
in most local newspapers. Going
by different names, the columns
all have the same purpose: to
bring together “unknown loves”
to be “confidential friends” and
eventually marriage partners.

The radio networks have also
started similiar programs to in-
troduce « little sisters from the
rear » to « brothers on the front »
and vice versa. The letters and
radio messages often pour out
their appeals poetically: “Nineteen
springs have passed in the heart
of this lonely soldier without
bringing him any blossoming flo-
wers, only stunted boughs to
weigh down his shculders, Full of

feelings of inferiority, favorite
colours : white and violet, subject
to moods of sadness on rainy af-
ternoons. Those who understand
his soul, please write to..» Al-
though most of the letters are
from younger readers, older men
also seek companions through
these columns. One man, for ex-
ample, recently wrote :

« Businessman. 57 years old,
widower, well established in bu-
siness, two sons, sober by nature,
but loves gambling, looking for
woman between 35 and 45 with a
knowledge of business. Marriage
envisionable if compatibility is
reached. Although rather old for
new ventures, still strong and dy-
namic. To the woman who con-
templates marriage, write...”

Although no statistics are on
hand, many of the relationships
from these written introductions
do not last long. Writing about
themselves in glowing terms, the
face-to-face meeting often proves
disappointing and puts a quick end
to the affair. One letter written to
the newspaper by a disappointed
girl, «1 knew him only through
correspondence. He told me that
beauty did not matter to him. Only
sincerity. After our first meeting,
however, I never saw him again.
He ignores my letters. Why did he

disappear ?»> Most of the letters
written are completely genuine,
but, alas, some make a joke of it.
One young soldier stationed in
Central Vietnam kept up a steady
correspondence with a «little
sister » in the mountain resort of
Dalat. When he got leave, he went
to visit his new love, only to find
that «she» was a boy, a young
high school practical joker. Ano-
ther young man, on assignment in
Cambodia, put an announcement
in a daily Saigon paper, and a week
later got a reply accompanied by
a photograph of a beautiful girl.
The love affair continued through
the mail for many months with
many letters and gifts exchanged.
Finally, the young soldier returned
home and went to see his new girl-
friend. To his dismay, she turned
out to be a fat elderly woman, old
enough to be his mother who had
sent him a photograph of a famous
Vietnamese singer, available in
any shop in Saigon.

Nevertheless. some of the pen
pal relationships have ended up in
long lasting and happy marriages.
Even though many attempts fail,
the popularity of these columns
continues to grow, although strew-
ing an occasional broken heart
along the way:
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