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Drafts and the Artist Template

When you’re ready to create a 
draft, you can use our Artist 
article template. You can use 
this template to start the draft 
in your sandbox. 

In order to publish your draft, 
you’ll need to be a confirmed 
user (which means your 
account is over 3 days old and 
you’ve made at least 10 edits).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Preloaddraft/Artist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Preloaddraft/Artist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:User_access_levels#Autoconfirmed_and_confirmed_users
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:User_access_levels#Autoconfirmed_and_confirmed_users
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Article Drafts on Wikipedia

Anyone can view drafts on 
Wikipedia (although they are a bit 
hidden). This allows users to find 
and collaborate on each other’s 
articles before they’re published. 

To find drafts, you’ll want to go 
first to the search page, which 
you can do by clicking the 
magnifying glass / search icon on 
any Wikipedia page.
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Searching for Drafts 

Once you’re at the 
search page, click 
Advanced and then 
check off Drafts to 
search for drafts on a 
topic you might want 
to write about or 
collaborate on. 
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Search for your potential title

Make sure the 
article you are 
creating doesn’t 
already exist (as a 
draft or article) by 
searching 
Wikipedia for its 
subject. 
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The Draft namespace
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To create a new article, 
you can click here to 
get to Wikipedia’s draft 
namespace. Type your 
article title and click 
“Create Draft.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Drafts#Creating_and_editing_drafts
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Edit your draft

7

Now you can use the Visual Editor tools in your toolbar to edit your new draft. You 
can also copy and paste content from your sandbox!
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Don’t forget to CITE

Don’t forget to add those 
citations. Review those “basic 
rules of editing” for a 
refresher, and keep in mind 
that providing sources, even 
just a small number, is 
valuable in preventing the 
article’s deletion.
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Ask yourself: Is this a stub?
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An article too short to 
provide more than basic 
information about a subject 
should be marked as a stub 
by adding a stub template 
to the end of the article. 
You can find a list of stub 
templates here.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Stub_sorting/List_of_stubs
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and...publish!
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Once you’re ready to 
publish (no rush), click 
Publish page… at the 
top right-hand corner 
of the page.



Save your changes

 You can then add a summary and choose to watch the page, so you’ll be aware 
of any edits that happen. Finally, click Publish page in this window.


