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STIITARY

Rear Acwiral YCICYAMNA w~s the Naval Attache in

iinshineton during the year nreceding the Penrl Harkbor

attack and according to hin his irnstructions fror the
Navel Mipistry upon le~ving Janan Were to concentrate

his nttention uvpon nreventing war with the URITTD

STATES. In adéition to worling with the Arbacsador tcward

this end, he and his t'o acsistants nerformed the usunl
Jan~nese frnction of collecting what inforration they
could fror mag~zines, newsnaners and cther obligations.
Renorts were mnce to the Noval Genercl Staff not period-
ically, tut when information wnarranted. Cn the sublect
of the -~ttacl. on Pearl Harbor, the forwer ° ~shirgtor
Attache said that it care to hii- 2ag 2 surorise and that
he had »rovided rcne of tue information used in connec-

tion wit.. the tlow,
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RISTRICT D
Q.1. What wera the most important sourcez of information
anc inforration-rathering ~~crcies for 1ilitary oneration-
al inforration, in the order of their irnortance.

A. before the war: b, 2fter the war had start-d?

A. ©Enraking in terms of rilitary intelligence, I feel
that the nrinary thing 1s tiie future. You can ernloy
snies and other various mr=ns, tut one of our orimary
worrlies was that snies would turn counter-s»ny and be
nicrxed up by counter-intelli~ence. America being what
1t 1s with freedom of the vress, etec., n "reat deal of
material comes out in map=zines nnd newsnapers. By this
nethod, vwe nicked up much information. Accordingly,
that is where I 1aid my »rimary stress.

Q.2 woulc you say that annlies ecvally to the periods
prior to, and a2fter the war started?

A, Before the war. I h2d no connection with the inte-
, llirence system after the war started tecause I carne
baclk by the exchange toat, the GLIPSI'CLIM,

Ce3s¢ Were your Naval Attaches fairly effrctive in gath-
eringmilitary infornation tefore the war?

A. Bifore answering that cuestion, I would like to ex-
plain that when I rot ny orders to lenve for Washington,
Admiral CIFAYA, then Navy Minister, informed me that
"usually the jobt of naval attaches was to secure military
information; thnat was their vrimary aim. However, the
situation being what 1t is now, I want you to »roceed on
the basis that vie are not aching to ficht with America;
we 6o not want to; we are not golng to. I don't care
anything avout nilitary inforpation. What I want to get
across 1s the fact that there will not be war tetween

; che U. 8. and Japan." T 1cf't on the 4th of Cetokrr 1940,
altér The Tri Partile Foel vne sigivd, I understood
Adn:iral INC URA wouléd »robkayxts Leconme Ambassador to VWash-
ington, and I was to assist NCI'TiA to the greatest extent
I eould in aiding ¢ mwezaceful solution. Acdriral CITAVA
explained further that desnite the signing of the wact,
the American weople feelins townrd the Pact as they did,
the situation w~s keconiing worse, He wished re to helv
solve the matter in peace. As Naval Attache, I had ver-
rission to assist Adniral XCI'URA to the full erxtent, re-
garcless of rathering information. I éid not ~ttrnnt
arivarily to eolleet silitary intelligence. Accorcdingly
I massed 2along inforiation avne-ring in nevsoainers and
magszZines, but cld not create any extra orrenizations
asice fror those that were 2l1lrecdy on hand.

C«4+ Yhat wns the size of your N-val ‘ttache grouv in
Vashington at that time?®

Ae T™0 agssglstant Nav2l Attaches and abkout Tive seepe-
taries,

.55 ¥What “ere ftheir »oritiney duties?

A. To collect information from r~~2zines and newsovaners
and to 2id re in my "rinary taslk of helning the Jananese-
Anerican situntion =2s nuch as »nossitle.

R.6. I understand that vhen you came tae! to Tokyo, not
noselbly inrediately but -~ Trr, You came into the vosition
viere you vere in char-e of Naval Attaches, I wmnt to
Sueql pererilly o bout Noval Attachig, volb espeeially dn
Wasiiington, but the general orpganization. Yhat was the
anproxirinte size of the Inwerial Janvanese Navy Att-che
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Interrog-tion of R. Aem. YOTCYANA, IJN, (contd) _ = _ _
Corns before the war st-rt-é? How mrany officers would
have bteen assigned to that tvpe of duty?

A., The nosition I had here ~s Secretary to the : inister
of the I'avy had no immedi-~te connection with inforration-
eathering from foreign sources. I thinlk you =are mis-
underctarding the nosition I wns in.

3.7. Lo you knov, fron any s-urces, how rany officers 1in
the Imverial Japnese Navy were nssigned attache duties
before the war started?

A, T submitted an list of all naval attaches some T1iTe L0
1 believe 1if wou lool over that ligt, ¥ u will fing your
information there,

RQ.8. Lo you Inow how, 2nc ty whor, attaches were selected
and assigned?

A. The selection is rni2de ty the he~éd@ of the Buresu of
Personnel, tut in corsultation with whom, I do not neces-
s~rily lnowv. He must certoinly have discussed tnese with
the Pinlster of the Navy “nd the Hesd of the N-wval CGensral
Staff. To Teve-t, the selection is iade by the Herd of
the Bure~u of Personnel.

0.9, To vhom did you suhtlt your revoris When Yol were
in Vashington¥

A+ Usunlly, to the Hewo of the 3rd Sectlon of Tthne Maval
General Staff. Gfometinmes, to the denuty heand of the
Naval General Staff.

0.10. Vho issued instructions to your

A. The Navy iinister and the Head of the Na-al Genernl
S v s i

0.11., Did naval attaches hsve any svecinl trairinpg before
they left for their foreign nosts?

A. No.
Q.12. When you say there were no instructions giver, am
I to vnderstand that there was no indoctrination of any

kind or =2ny short course as to what night te exvected

and c¢esired of them?

A. Prior to leaving, they were attached to the Naval
General Staff and given ~ desl! in the 3r¢ Secticn., At
that time, they h~ve 2n onnortunity to look over the files
and brush un on the general situ~tion in the country to
which they are to be 2ssignec.

R.13. What routine renorts wrre recuired of ycu while
vou were n~val attache to " i1shington?

A, None.
Q.14., Tid you renort whenever you consicered it necessary?

A. Yes, vhenever I wanteC to revnort, I did. There were
nc neriodic=l rcoorts.

0.15. What type of thing did you revort?

A, 1.y nrincinal rission v-.s to assist Acriral NC! URA in
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RISTRICTED
Interrogation of R. Adm. YOICYAr A, IJN, (contd)

the ~chieverment of o nenceful settlerent of the diffi-
culties between our two couvntries,

0.16. TIid you revort from tirne to tire on the profress
of that”?

A. The w2in issue "2s disnatched by Adrir-1 NP TidA, I
renorted the gener-l trend, esvecinlly 1its imonortant as-
nects, na! ing some sugrestions. In line with rv »nrinci-
nal mission, given to ne bty Adi iral CIVAVA, I was 1n favor
from the teginning of cowiencing negotintions 2s soon as
possitle. I disnatched revorts to that end to the Navy
in Tokyo, suggesting they get conferees over s soon 1S
possitle. NRenorts asice fror those I hxve wertionec WwWere
rostly factual inforr~tion which aovpe~rec in meriocicals
ANd NEWSNIVErsS,

0.17. ‘ere any other renorts, centering interest in these
other sources of information, mnde by the Noval Attnche's
Staff dn affition to yoliir oy YELOTrLs:

A. Everything vent throush ne; no other renorts were mnade
by others.

0,18, Did yous #£s & mhtter of polley; incluce In your
renorts findin-s of wvour two assistanis rc cther ren -
ters of vcur st ff frc: newsnapere, ' ~r1zines, ctc.?

A. Yes,

2.19. Viould the ambass~dor send your revworts directly
to the Nav~l Cener~l St-~ff or to the I'nval i@ inister?

A, I hac¢ A direet line to the Navy 1 inistry ~nd the Maval
GCeneral Staff. I éid rot h.ve to go throush the wbknssa-
dor.

Q.,20. You woulé send 211 your renorts directly, ~nc never
by the 2nbtass=cor?

&, T 6ld rot Yelicye thert were oty Yenorts THIL Y ETE
of sufficient import-nce tc go through Adr.iral FCI'URA's
h~nds.

0.21. In the 1li-ht of vour own earcer as a naval offlceer,
would you consider th-t y v sent tael to Tokyo, from ‘ash-
ington, any infrrzetion that sms of narticular nilitary
Valies

A, T belleve I subnitt:d the post lrvariant Ienolrt ATTFY
coing t~ck to Tokyo. In it, I stated that the Jav nesc
Cover-irent ~nd neonle vere too confident of victory. 1
Ynew the vast canne~ty of Americon nrocuvction, the Favy
an¢ Mir Force. I exnect ¢ 2 cevere counter-nttncl was
isminent 2né I warned Javan's officers of this.

G.22. How wasg this re-ort reeeivwa I the “"higheX
covncils" here in Tokyo?

A. Anviofy could se¢e 1t. 1%t vag rot a sorcinl Trenort.
Matyrally, however, I hac¢ to revort to the I inistrr of

the Navy and the Chief of the Naval Gencral StTaff.

They could tate th-t raterisal as they stisheds 1 do not
know how they c(isseminatcd y renort.

De23e ‘asn't it & rather wunuomilar sort of renort:

LF STRICTIT 455-5




Interrogation of R. Adm. YOXCYA A, IJN, (contd) .
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A. Yes, I believe so. But I knew America ns 1 hnd snent
some tire there.

24, - When €10 you lenrn of the mlane for the attachk on
Dearl Harbart

A. Arter the éperction hcd been executed, from imerican
r~dio trecadeasts. It was o comnlete surnrise to me,

.25, S“1ikh regrrd to the wider ~nd vore gecnernl field of
nival attaches and the gathering of information, did you
fecel thnt naval attaches wvere ~hle to gnther much mili-
tarily imvportant inform~tion tefore the war?

A, T sm not cualified to ~nsver that trcouse I vwas only
conversant vith Y~shington ~nd how it worlec¢ there. I
telieve it was really inncdegunte, the gquality of infor-

ation thrt was received from ~™ro-c.

Q.26. “ere there any »~: ticul~r reasons why it w—~s in~de-
quate?

A. In “acshingten, I Lelieve it was inadequate., (ur
nrimary mission was to avert war. If we hac atternted to
cather rilitary information, ve coulc have done rore, tut
our »nrimary concern w-s to avert war, ancd most of our
efforts were in that direction.

¢ .27. At what time ¢ié you feel th-t war with the U.:S.
was inevitalle?

A. I never creamec¢ that the Jananese worlc strile
Arerica first. I th-ught that as negotiations btrole down
csomething mirht haoner in SIAL or vossibly in the "HIlLI-
DOINTS or ! ATAYA, but I never believed "“they'" would rale
such an attac! . Until Secretary of State HULL's message
of 26 Novemter, I felt ruite honeful.

Q.28. Dld you belleve There ¥as 2 chance of 2vertirg wer
until the time of this it essage?

A. If I were vnremier, I could h~ve dcne that. 1 w=s
helnless as a naval att-che.

Q.29. Did you feel that the situation could h~ve teen
saved and that war was an unwise move for Janant

A. If toth countries had considered the situvation very
cooly, I believed the wnr couvld have been areventec.,

.30, Looking back on ycrr rxrerience 1in ‘‘ashireton,
what did ycu censicder the outstanding ctuses or 1ssues
which nrrcinit:tec the war? %Vhat were the issves that

could not te settled?

A. The China »robtler was the rost difficult. Free trade
n d other cifficult noints also contrituted, tut I felt

they could te solved.

Q.31. ‘hat concessions by the U.S. 2t that tire cicd you
feel .irht have avert€C war? DLid you have any svecific
instructions? VYour nrirary rission was to assist in these
negotiaticns. i'ere you being instructecd from Tolyo?

A. "The artassador vas inctructrc by the foreign rninister,
ané he as'ed my ovinion, ané I assistrd him,
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Interrogation of R. Adm YCTCVAr A, IJU, (contd)
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RQ.32. "'hat concessions cn the vnart of the TU.S. night
have caved the situntion?

A. Comorowises refarding the China NPOETAN .
Re33. " hat vould that involve?
A. As Precident Roosevelt told Admiral N(I TRA, the pres-

ldent would brcome the intermediary “n the nersotiations
tetween China and Japan,

Re34. Did you have Lt. Comdr. "ANANOTO in your oifice 1n
Washington?

A. Ie v=s there with re in 1933, when I was assist-rt
naval attache.

RQ35. Tid he rernin in ‘ashington after vnu left?
A. I believe so.

RQ.36. You know Lt. Comcr. TANA CTC?

A. EKes. He died.

t.37. Do you Inow when he left “ashington?

A. I do not remerler.

9

38. 'ell, vhen wag it 2-9rorir~tely? Was it 19337
w32 Later thon thaty

J e

i

A. I c¢o rot lnow when he <-ir¢e T2ck to Jan~n.

€.39. He is the officer vho triefed the Pe~rl Harkor
striling force at "TAIT AN DaYV before the ~tt-c! . L nere
dicd he get his infor ation®

A. I do not know arything atout t at.

.40, Tdia Lt. Cordr. TANA (Tr snend ceveral yesre ip
A8 nrtony

A, I Go not telieve so,.
9

Looring bael! on your exmer‘encrs ir the |55 = PR

41,
oa  ticularly to tie weoment yvov he @ of the attoe' on
earl Harbor, ¢ié yov thirl Janan had a fair cha-ce of
Wirring 2 war with the UT.7.

A. The attack wns culte a shoel tc wme. I dié rot consider
whether it was 2o Ywinning" cr Tioging! wer. Iy wipineinal
concern v s with regard to ry »nosition. I was rot fari-
liar with the sitvation in the hcie front ~t 2171, Accord-
ingly, I ¢id not attrint tc ecs*i-2te tle Jananese Govern-
ent's confidence. As the war “rogressed successfully

for the Jananese, aiter tvo or three rorths, T felt a lit-
tle ovtl istic. According to:y ccnelusions, however, Janan
h>¢ no way to reach "“ashin-=ton' -~nd cestrcy 211 American
Iiehting oover. I felt Jovan richt not lose the 13y, bBut
sne could not win the war, resulting nerhans in 4 nego-
tintec nence,

€.42. ilecall ng smecifically vour exneriences in ‘ashing-
ton v~ to the time of the Pe->rl Eartor att~el . ¢id you
feel that you :ight have carried on werYy work had the
strile on Pearl E=r%tor *ot been roce?
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Interrogation of R. Adm. YOI CYAVA, IJN, (contd)
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ARe I €31d Tiot BH0W the reql 31tvﬁt:on in Jan=n, Bo by
judegrent may be 2 little cefective, but, consiaering -y
mission, it was ry Cesire to continue regotiations des-
pite the Attieck.

C.43., You felt that there /~ght have Leen sorie hcone in
carrying cn negotiatiors?

A, Yes, if Janan wor'¢ " ake great concessions and re-
cunest the U.5. to rake conrncessions - give 2and tale. Then,
we could s-~ve the siti~tion.

C«44, “hat battles or action did you seey 1f any vhen you
were Com andirng CIficer of the YW I AW,

A, I trarsnortec milit-ry reri-ents to HAZAUL. On ry wa
baelk ., a submarine tornedo wos firec at =¥y shin, trt 1 mide
2] gooc evasiorn anc slin»ned avay. It was carl right and
roining., nnd I coculén't see the submarine at all., After
that, I was borbked By 16 B=24s =t CILAF 7, ™M ACA T 1RY,

There weire no oirect hits.

G.45. How high were the B-24s at thot time?

A, About 4,000 metres.

D.46. "~ hat v-g the qworoxim%te date of thls attack”
As, lay 26, 1543,

Q:47. “hRat was YOoLUY particuisr agsisnment when you Were
attached to the Nival General Staff in ! ay 17459

A. Nothing, 1 wze on the walting list and I hHad a lot
of free time. I had no snecific cuvties with the Naval
Gener>l1l Staff.

.48, 1In August you weve attachec to the Mavy ! inistry.
hat wns your particular assigsnrent there?

A. I w-s involvec " ith the endine of hostilities. I was
sent to ! ANILA, to Y(ICSU A to see Adm. S7 UANCF, tTo see
Gen. SUTHI :IANFD in YCVAHA A

Q.49., During your n~v~l c-reer, have vou had nny m rt-

leular connection with navel intelllpence or infor~aslon
systems other than 2tt~che duties?

A. No.,

0:50+ Did vou get nny vrelivinary inforration th*t leg
you to susnect the subtmarine or B-24 ~ttack »reviously
mertioned?

A. It was a surnrise,

Q.51. V""" Comuanding Cfricer of the "ITI A", weTre you
nrovide: w-th 2any estivn*es as to the nurbrr and looa-
tion of subiarines Zn your arrf-gs of over~tion®

A, V"I <ot inforr~tion th~t such ~né such wns tcrnecoed

in a certzin place, th~t there were so any enery planes
thot.ht to te in an area arnc¢ that sort of thing',

Q.52. Yhere did you get that sort of irnfrrraticn?

A. From the 2nd Southwestern Area Fleet.
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Interrogation of &, Adm. YC: (YA A, IJY, (eontd).
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Q.53. “‘ere you in any further action after the B-2
attack?

A, (ne of the shins, the cruiser 7 N, suffered a near
hit and ry ship convoyed her.

Q.54. Vhat vas the nature ~f these issiors a2t that
tine?

A. Transvorting men andé nateriel,

Q.55. Vhile assignec¢ in Tokyo, while it *as not your jot
to 2analyze the revorts that came in from the Attaches, did
you reacd over thcse renorts from ti~e to tine?

A. The senior recretary to the »inister of the Navy wvias
very busy, and I didn't have enough tire to reac over all

cdetailed renorts. I merely initialed navers and rusned
them through.

Q'Séo YOE didn!t Tead even Samﬁle Feﬁorts?

A. They caire in large numbers, and were rsvally unimmort-
ant. I h~c¢ to sirn ajl vajsers vwhich ve e issued fron the
Navy Levnartiert to the Navy, which involved ccrsiceratle
work, o I didr't nay ruch attention to the attnche renorts.

Qe57. (n your ship, who dic the intellirence work?

A. There was ro intellirence officer.

C.58. Lid anyone nssu:e intelli-ence duties as extr-
cuties?

A. A staff officer of the fleet wns in charse of the

inforration vorl, “ut tue r was no sneci-l intellirence
officer on ench shin.

R452 Uh

T vere the »ri ~ry duties of this st-ff OILigey
WG - =lsn fme

rcled these intellirerce dutiesg®?

A. Staff torr-edo officer,

C.6C. " hen was the narticular nttire ~f those renecrts
fror. the 3rd Ten~rtment®

A. They were so cornrehensive, I cannot ic! out a
Tarticnlar aortlen o7 1t, Generally thev corsist-d of

0 0 [ e e inf*ruatirn, Mcrewrernt of situitiors, or~onigne-
tlion =rd loeatlier of e'e .y ferces,

Q-61. ere they quite voltrinous?

A. Yes, ~nd when they c-~e in, they were in larre mounts.
G.62. ‘as Admiral ONC or Ldriral A" BEL he<d of the 3Ire
Lenartment =t that time?

A. Acdriral NAFASF.

&)

.63. Tid he visit the Navy ' inister very often?
A. No.
Q.64, The infor ation for the Pe~rl IIanrtor sttnel was

very smecific ~nc¢ connlete. FPave ot Any ide~ as to
where ard how that irnforr 2tion vire collected and cormniled?
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Interrogation of ii. Adm. YCICYA'A, IJV, (contd) T
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A. I believe tiat wos the cuty of the Naval Ceneral St~ff,.

R.65. From Aurust 1941 ntil Tecerter 7, 1941, were -ou
called uron for any »narticul-r renorts cr unvsual infor-
L mition, snecifically, requests sich nes to the wiereatouts,
i size, atility, intentiors, ¢tc. of the U.S. fleet?

: R.66. If there h~d reen such, ¢o vou think you would h~ve
o recalled it? %Were vou aslec for swecific infer ation very
T ~ frequently”

o A. Do, not narticularly.

;;}, 7.67. Any further infor—-at cn on the Att-c! =t Pearl

s Hartor-

. A. DNo, I have ncthing further toc 2dc.
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