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28 CHINA.

APPENDIX N.

TABULAR STATEMENT OF DENSITY OF POPULATION AND NUMBER OF
LETTERS SENT BY EACH THOUSAND OF THE INHABITANTS IN EACH

PROVINCE.
| | |
— : " ! PorrLaTioN rm; NUuBER OF i 1\:&?2&:;
ROVINCES. . PorgrLatios, j Souane AL | néﬁ:?rcc';fin. j %ﬁfr;::coge;
i ‘( | [ OPULATION.
| | | |
Chihli f 20,930,000 } 180 I 9,307,000 i 415
Manck ; 8500000 | 23 ; 2,185,000 | 27
Honan | 23,315,000 ‘ 373 ! 2,463,000 I 97
Shaatung .....ev... hetmnneanrteeeneseanenre ] 38,248,000 j 683 ] 1,924,000 } 30
Shansi ; 12200000 | 139 ‘f 62,000 J 62
Shensi / 8,450,000 I 12 { 1
Ransu } 10,386,000 { 82 ?} 3500 i ?
Szech ’f 48,723,000 | 311 % 641,000 j 13
Hupeh [ 350800 | 495 | zoonoco | 59
Hanan “ 22,165,000 } 263 i 728,000 J 33
Kiangsi ; 26,532,000 { 382 { 707,000 } 27
Anhwei | 23672000 | 132 ] 1245000 | 53
Kiangsu I 2508 [ 620 | 19237,000 f 8o7
Chekiang, ; 11,580,000 } 310 ’ 1,810,000 j 136
Fukien | 22870000 | 492 { 138000 | 61
Kxwangtung, I 3186500 I 518 | 54fgo0 [ 172
Kwangsi }r 3,342,000 ; 66 | 16,000 ; 3
Yunnan i 12,722,000 J 86 }[ 236000 | 20
Kireich }‘ 7,650,000 { 14 | 38,000 j( 3
! ! :

* From Wieland's * Geography of the Chiness Empire.”
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EXPRESS LETTERS DEALT WITH DURING THE YEAR.

APPENDIX M.

27

} Pextxe. Karreye. TisNTSIN, Havrow.
| T2 | .
Moo, i = 8 { N = —é ( 3 < ’ E r : -~ Té “ .
H ] S ES - - 2 z = g -
g E g g g i £ g 2 g 3 Z g
2 = =3 1= = 2 = = = o | 2 °
1E)g “521}“5’519‘ élfsl)“
!J [l |
ol L
469 6951 1,303, 162 9301 6791 475 1154
629 £,005 2,018 4 3823 92t 613 1,536
665 1,024 { 2,176 So; (431 Sa7 ’ 1,998
} 810 1,251 2,139 759 1,001 . 73 1,802
| 708 1,077 2,169 3698 { 1,055 70 | 1,765
744 || 1,163 / z225 | 3o15| 993 | 698 J 1691
741 | n,167 Io2s30 [ 4233 997 710 { 1,707
! Sy 1,318 2,611 239} 1085 860 Il 1,045
778 1,223 | 3016 5158 | 1,120 833 1,953
I ! 36 869 | 1,348 2749 i 4754 | L7 ’ 885 | =032
. 3357 ’ 6,483 794 | 1,259 2,838 | 4778 | 1,188 934 [ 3122
- 2,785 . 3275 | 6,060 938 [ 1,496 2398 1 4539 1619 I 5,269 (| 2,888
I f
| ( J 1
s LRSI 37192 34493 | 66,685 8,959 | 14027 | 21,288 1 28485 1 49775 | 13016 | 9577 [ 22,593
| ! R P _ Yoo
SiaxgpHar Foocnow. CaxTox. Torar.
i [ ” ) = J\ | = = )
= 3 - = ] s 4 s = ! E -
S I s V2128105, 4 3 212 = g
- s & a a = a
| e
L1071 1307 | 2,414 27 35 g ) 99| 6,148 | 5088 ,( 12,136
2,078 | 2,044 | 4122 227 560 1o | 788) 800! Bogs | 16415
2,082 | 2,362 " 4444 301 667 158 6o8 | 8619 | 9327 - 17,946
2,388 2,393 | 4,781 343 661 £31 582 83824 | 9207 [ 15121
2,172 2,016 ’{ 4,188 284 515 138 613 §,331 8,617 ,! 16,918
2,326 2,022 | 4,348 3 280 613 1410 347 8601 . 8695 | 17,296
2371 | 2006 4,377 326 | 673 I 558 ( go45 | o477 | 18522
2497 | 2,119 ,/ 4,566 306 737 ;133 590 | 9898 | 10,245 | 20,146
2,507 | 2,539 5136 239 611 175 579 | 10,300 ' 10,955 || 21,264
2,091 | 2,576 4,767 203 524 176 657 ] 9336 | 10662 | 20198
2,679 | 2,222 2,901 22; 302 i 200 703 | 10,188 | 10,564 '| 20,752
2879 ' 2,736 [ 5,613 198 ( 517 ! 216 [ 813} 10808 | 11,050 § 21,928
T - ] l
) | ‘ '
TorAL......en.. ‘1 27,317 ] 26,392 || 53,659 ] 3,057 { 6,932 ‘ 1,092 1 8,033 {108,797 | 112,005 ‘ 221,702
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CHINA.

APPENDIX L.

NUMBER OF ARTICLES COLLECTED FROM LETTER-BOXES, BOX OFFICES,
AND PILLAR-BOXES DURING THE YEAR.
Distriers. LeTTERS, ’ Orer ArTiCLES. | Toraw.
[
i i
’ |
Norrnt Cmisa, ’ !/

Peling. 673,133 } 36,113 709,246
Taiynanfu 27,906 | 6324 “ 28330
l\_:ul'on_z 73,466 f 2,038 75503
Sinafu. | Zo82y ser | 23930

‘: huria 309,526 384 / 309,910

Tientsin | 490214 37,397 | 527818

Chefoo i 84,591 i 12,663 | 97,254
Tsinan J 138,883 } 6,132 133,015

Kiaochosw [ 63,104 J S6t J 64,965

Uexrean ('niva. / ) /J

Chungking } 18,427 - ] 18,427
Chengtit J 37968 I 108 ) 38,076

Tehang | 22,162 I 22,162
Wanlsden 7,936 | 35¢ [ 8,270

:‘| i f 13,120 I 2 I 13,232

Changshn 117,048 573 i 318,321

Yothow / 7154 I 14 1 7,168
Kiseiyang | 3921 ' 2,653 i 6,574

Hankow 430146 I 16,508 446,654

Kiukiuny, } 81,205 f 729 iv $2,024

Lowes Yaverze 1 ‘
AND NEIGHBOUIING Distmiers I ; !

Wl i 65,150 326 635,506

Tatung ! 51,053 ( S16 56870

Nunkis | 201,959 2,02 204,883

( 376,000 ‘ 7025 3385023

Shangehi ! 1,607,005 78,765 ]r 1,685,770

Soochow | .;o.}.gz'g ] 3 5‘261 ] 4;2953
: 293,89 2833 : 208729

Xingpo ; 3817 ng 5304226

Sovrn Cinixa. } I
l\'enclww ’ 135645 7 i ’51?5?-
Santy . 5,333 ] 228 5,563
] 200,856 3,324 i 204,180

Amoy 90,939 { 1,530 ¢ 92779

Ssatow r 59,666 430 1

(?xu:km - 1,208,520 12,882 v 1,220,415
.\:imsluu | 64,404 933 il 65,357
}’\ ‘{:'vhqw } 221,514 3,708 [ 2’-’6{ﬂ§

akhol 4978 1 - I 497

Kinngeh - 10,584 - 10,584

Tunyel | bt s : | 6924

Mengtsz I 9,566 | 3:163 12,760

'%zemnu - 2,151 [ 703 I 2,854
engy . ;

LY ! ! ﬂ
BOTA ke amsacnnenmernonas % 7,354,578 ; 258,804 I 8,113,382




REPORT ON THE POST OFFICE: KUANG HSU, 33RD YEAR.

APPENDIX K.

MONEY ORDER TRANSACTIONS DURING THE YEAR.

I
Districrs, Issvep. Clasnev. Sveerus. J Dsrrerr.
I HEPx k.7 kT
Nortnt Cnixa.
Peking, 220,000 303,000 i 74,000
20,000 / 4,000 hooo | .
40,000 35,000 52,000
18,000 | 4,000 14,000 ‘ .
175,000 16,000 159000 |
Tientsin 160,000 175,000 ' 13,000
OHE00.cenerae woaremmmecacerars ooanmsaesemanes 28,000 23,000 4000 |
Tsinan 103,000 [ 71,000 32, ‘ .
Kiaochovw ‘ 36,000 15,000 21,000 | .
Cestrar Criva. { '
Chungking 23,000 42,000 19,000
Chengii... 45000 2,000 ..
Ichang 11,000 6,000 ave
Winhsi 12,000 J 2,060 -
Shasi 13,000 ! 11,000
Changshit ovuuvereraecrinnns o brssseresanenes 114,000 128,000 : 14,000
Yochow 12,000 16,000 ,000
Kweiyang 4,000 4000 .-
Hankow 111,000 (24,000 13,000
Kiukian, 37,000 37,000 .
Lowen Yaxerze
AND NEIGHBOURING DisTRICTS. !
Wauhu i 63,000 55,000 10,000 -
Tata 43,000 S7,000 - 44,000
i eeseceee e cememesensseme e netaeeenes / 65,000 1‘ 93,000 30,000
hinki; 103,000 157,000 34,000
Shanghni i 98,000 ’ 237,000 - 149,000
Soochow [T 36000 58,000 - 22,
H: h ’ 48,000 ‘ 61,000 - 13,000
Ningpo. 14,000 J $t,000 67,000
Soure Cmisa. :
Wenchow 17,000 16,000 1000 -
Sant 20,000 54000 17,000
Foock 147,000 166,000 19,000
Amoy o000 17,000 73.000
Swatow . ! 48,000 17,000 31,000 .
C:mton' - "l ,
Wuchow. i ' Sr,000 ‘\ $6,000 3,000
Pakhoi. 1
Kiungck J 21,000 1,000 20,000 o
h? 3 s 16,000 1,000 15,000 —
Mengtsz, 63,000 15,000 30,000 -
Szemao 3.0c0 1,000 2,000 -
Tengyuch ’ -
POTALeemrecareanrnrmannn. Hli‘h! 2,221,000 i 2,204,000 359,000 532,000
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APPENDIX J.

SUMMARY OF PARCELS DEALT WITH DURING THE YEAR, TOGETHER WITH TOTAL FOR 1906.

1,788,913 j 495.915

1 ]
{ Recervep, ) Desparcirm. ( Ix TraxsiT. J ToraL.
( “ NuMBER OF
DisTRICTS. [N e ‘—__r — e e e I’Ancsz-ﬁs
j . ' ¥oRr 1906,
| Number, { Weight. ; Number.  Weight. } Number. | Weight. “ Number. | Weight.
| !
r i | J |
Nowrn Chisa. J Kilos. ! ’ Kilos. ‘ . Kilos. Jf . Kilos.

Peking......... 66,086 f 241,365 32,003 r 152,040 | 44530 0 79515 152,630 473,520 101,429
Taiynanfu 3,277 | 59,431 5,686 8,540 13,570 | 20,205 50,533 §8,173 22,100
Kaifeny 47,866 110,799 14,02 2772y 0 38337 0 TH707 | 109,328 2£3,230 43,601
Sianfn rrieeee 21,600 49,607 6,186 i 1,906 | 9,350 19,597 37,236 Sy110 8,807

Mancl 331299 123,577 22414 | 123923, 14,625 | 32465 67,338 281,465 39470

Tientsin. 79446 | 232781 46073 tooeqT 47,002 | 110,636 . 173,511 443,481 105,228

Chefoo... 6,765 17,644 2,702 q,692 3 7025 [ 14450 34,361 13,893
Tsinan .. - 23051 43978 | 8176 11,863 17,615 | 44,206 ¢ 75457 26,411

Kinochot. " 19932 46,700 2,603 r 6,371 20,079 36,634 | 82,159 34,087

' /
Cevrral Cnmiva. [ ) ]r |
15,213 43,005 1,252 1302 14,839 27,148 | 70,948 {1 58,018
10,67 ( 23,816 1,812 3328 1,867 13,704 o1 ff N
24,862 61,182 712 1,502 50,204 ( 16,750 i 152,678 35539
1,416 2,603 291 580 1074 | 2,375 | 4267 2,505
3273 10,222 839 1,408 2,627 | 5768 - 14,257 4734
43,815 } 150,024 2,589 4265 27,926 56359 | 183315 41,902
3893 | 1301 6904 28501 f 323 | 3 L oo
| 8,567 71 3 8,324 8,283 a8 4
anke ‘ 128,400 | 13,824 435050 67,604 85062 2395083 38,250
Kiukiaog. . 485,847 l 155,567 ( 3819 [ 7,028 50,868 ( 7152 ’ 213,863 49.399
Lower YANGTzE AND ) i
XEtGHBOVRING DIsTRICTS. ! W

TR evrereereseermrennnas U Ty 32387 1,84 3651 9,901 [ 21,445 ] 45.939 19,678

Tatang. I 35427 42,873 30214 7:39: 9,47 21,363 59:737 13,491

Nanking. 12,575 l 29,980 25,173 173,358 2,079 39342 | 200,337 30,888
hinkian o 45469 18PFsz | 13,328 19,702 67,413 87,851 , 266,004 58,792

Shanghal . ceooeecrrecreenerrans | 83655 | 222747  vsous | 513079 176,358 303,662 | 913184 261,202

Sonch ‘ i 15,639 19,205 85,631 2,622 27,359 to5,goz 23,083

Hangch 6,071 [ 17,199 27,32, 106,201 w8ge 5 3704 151,290 13.428

NiDZEO.euernrannes rearraanenenrens 716 | 17,060 8,519 24,218 8,522 “ 20,893 50,100 24,736

Sorrn CHixa. ( i [
IWenchOW ceverereseres < creneernans 23090 | 1,323 J 3,869 1,759 JJ 10,178 29,718 14,570
t i 2,525 395 | 567 1,285 a2z 4373 1799

Foack ’ 8p311 185847 . 39,993 16,827 64035 | 631 56,263

Amoy 89,348 ' 4,808 ‘ 0,375 34947 ( 52403 | 133670 39,802

Swatow 123,970 5026 3,696 22,036 50,224 132,711 39,348

Canton | 124379 47824 | 29228 4s02 Poaenbos o sunzez oo,
Samshui -t ( 332 255 375 ERTEN 3382 | 581§ 7
Wuchow 48,003 ‘ 1,235 [ 2,584 22,344 ;r 31,636 | 72,933 28013
Pakho... .. N E VY 719 1,928 3207 8,216 19,581 7:333
fungeh 10,641 108 328 4 1,883 10973 2,867

| 157 63 87 i 134 I 234 64
13633 | So2 1439 8075 | 9435 23,148 7693
250 ’ 48 | 39 . v 163 289 131
| z 3 38 171 { 28 558 €98 682
— |
Lzé:;,sn i 511,891 J J 1,092,708 :[ 1,920,683 | 5,500,168 | 1,383,534
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APPENDIX 1.
PARCELS IN TRANSIT DURING THE YEAR.
k Onvixary Parenes. IssurED Pavesis. | P;\lxci:glx:::;ffm\un Toran.
DistrICTS. — T 7 - n . -l
Number.|  Value. i “"ei;.;lli. Number.! Insured fnti Weight. ‘\;:_'l“' :11';‘:’_:’5 Weight. | Number. | Weight.
b
Norra Cnixa, $ Kilos, $ Kilos. S Kilos. Kilos.
Peking...... 44,253 168,699 | 78,076 237 | 3627 ! 474 4t 250 63 1 43,541 79,515
Taiyuantu . 13,570 76,579 20,203 - o , 13,570 20,203
| 38,205 | 279,979 | 74,560 42 1,038 37 . 38337 74707
9,450 59,403 | 19,507 - - 9450 19,597
1488 . 159,565 | 32,619 103 2,177 2731 34 338 73| 11,62 32
46,572 340,918 | 109,288 | + 377 757 914 | 43 2,777 4541 470921 110,656
4592 30,998 1 6032 31 1,080 . 93| .- . $923 7,02
K 12,979 65,394 17,615 e A 12,979 17,615
Kiaochow .. 13,897 143,204 | 28,317 100 3,059 332 o1 1,378 400 14,088 29,079
Cextrar Ciiva. !
59,683 | 14,778 48 1 1,202 St . 7,683 14,859
8,035 1,862 3 30 5] e 1,220 1,867
213,680 | 48,038 342 34370 1,003 01 17t 21,166 50,2
308 1,074 / . 668 1,074
8,72 ‘ 2,62] — 1,656 2,62
339,731 1 26,871 191 14733 | 1,043 6 n2 12| 8525 27,926
167,894 | 28,158 7 5,681 33 5! 79 231 12,380 28,594
28,1518 8,324 -e POV 3,759 8,32
279,522 | 66,484 228 10,632 039 | 33 Stz St 25953 674
496,993 49,636 30t 14,866 1,218 12 75 14 21,486 50,868
Lower YaNGIZE axD i :
NEIGHBOURING DisTRICTS. | | +
7357 53651 9,718 66 2,242 144 1So 7450 9,90t
1,756 44,514 9,138 36 1,335 2 4822 9470
mkir 1,794 9,268 ! 2,979 I T . 1,793 2,979
Chinkian 28,360 487,523 66,054 359 17,996 1121 40 316 28,859 67,443
Shanghai 65,729 933,257 164,841 %536 124,501 11,426 2; 1,064 68,592 76,338
Soochow 1,237 32,868 2,55t ar 1,033 FIN - - .- 1,258 2,622
Hangehorw 3,650 3887, 7850 .. - - 3650 7,590
Kingpo.... 5145 46,704 8,653 38 1,937 164 7, st 3 5210 8,822
Sovrn CHiva.
Wenchow. 1,222 2,048 1,758 6 18 1 . - - 1,228 1,759
| 3168 | 1281 i 633 1,281
103,208 ' 16,741 36 974 73 10 90 13 11,596 16,827
183,459 | 34,703 99 1433 . 242 T 3 2 15,709 34947
135,826 | 21,978 26 985 58 ... 10,093 22,036
‘ 387,397 | 46,606 1362 6,467 1,486 | ... 18,863 48,102
9,375 | 2,509 3 300 3 .. po 1,323 2,02
84,771 22,351 13 193 34 - e - 9,324 22,334
19,22 4,207 | e 1,831 5207
16 4 - e 2 4
.53,584 ‘ 5;665 6 ‘ - 348 mlO . 2,828 §,075
o8|  msy L = U = = | Tas
TOPAL.ciaerrenen 489,500 | 5,544,077 1,069,026 6,277 l 263,771 21,971 568 8,075 L7II [} 495945 | 1,092,708




CHINA.

APPENDIX H.

PARCELS DESPATCHED DURING THE YEAR.

} ORDINARY PARCRES. IxseRED PARCELS. P, Am”g]:;;;’xﬂmm‘ l Toran.
Dustercrs. c ] } e
N
umbe, Value. | Weight. INmnher. Tnsured for{ Weight, | um- Sum 0 bel ypene, | Nuwber. | Weight.
] | 3 N
\ g ! I {
Norntit CriNa. $ i Kilos. 8 Kilos. 8 Kilos. Kilos.
40,855 [ 526,161 | 148,301 1,12, 47,813 3,679 24 1,617 160 2,003 152,140
5,086 37,207 8,340 J v e i 3,686 8,51
14,038 3,635 . 27,566 87 3,334 158 .. el B3 27,728
6,156 8%5.473 | 14,906 | - VR we I 6,186 14,900
22,215 250423 | §24,205 f 199 } 5,938 J 628 . 22,414 124,923
46,321 584,009 99,503 | 335 22,197 Gio 1,229 | 127 || 46973 100,042
2,682 | 28248 gq2s5 55 3375 173 1,140 95 2,762 9,69
8,133 68,165 11,753 43 2,375 | 1 - l $,17 11,86:
2,574 37,170 J 0,268 [ 30 650 } 103 N e 2,604 6,371
CryTRAL CniNa. ! ] 1 !
Chungking... - 45,404 | 12,954 1z 703 40! ‘ 4252 ’ 13,02
5 20609 | 328 25 349 a4 1812 3,328
6, 5325 | 1,315 ) 78! 0081 277 S T I L
H 1,848 5% - ; , 291 | 3%
4.419 1,283 32 2,099 125 - 839 J,40%
20065 | 44,245 37 1,135 20 | | e | 2389 ,263
272406 | 6877 | 3! 34 2; e | 3302
3251 ! 390 | - P ees . 471
135,055 40,825 225 13,082 1,238 §S 17 I £3,52.
7 29448 | 6952 138 3,933 162 18 13 3,819
Lower YANGIZE AND
NEIGBBOURING DistrIcTS,
Wuhu.. 1,768 J 18705 | 3198 35 5132 451 4 z 1,803 3,65t
: 3,202 24,308 7,383 12 18 11 o . 3,214 7239
Nanking, 23,283 1,215,609 136928 | 1,890 ) 169,775 16,160 25,173 17338
('hivkiang 13058 | 630,754 ;17,986 330 26,733 (31T R 3,528 49.7¢:
Shanha 145,306 | 2,738,730 | 475,519 | 5,595 484,002 | 32,139 3514 | 29939 | 6371 | 1504157 sLyon
Saochow 17,763 171,596 | 78,612 1,532 111,748 8029 | ... 19,295 8664t
Hangehov 24,742 916,905 | 90,487 I 2,576 173,108 | 13,702 5 b 1z 27,323 166,201
Ningpo... -} 8280 r 143437 23222 } 230 12,012 o961 ... - poss 8,519 23218
Sovee Cmxa r i ]
26607 | 3206 138 J 4,056 5734 - 1,523 386
1,319 | 560 7| 130 PR } - - 395 567
124,666 . 39695 83 5957 2u7 2 n 1 18817 39,943
shagz| o221 61 2,520 wyl 1! 7 7 4808 9,37
44,013 5271 120 5,054 £5 . 3026 3,660
144343 ; 168490 | 6113 376,336 | 50,781 17,82 219,22
2,145 366 6 8o 9 255 3%
4,262 ‘ 2519 3 494 65 | - 1235 2,58
15,876 1,925 3 3 3 - . 719 1,928
1,972 32 E 45 2, . .- - 198 328
299 - 7 . ‘ . - [33 5
19,992 1 1436 3 71 3| Soz 143
186 39 - ae . 48 3
280 38 L - - | - . - 391 3
10,605,011 11,646,877 ' 21,317 | 484,984 | 135232 E f 33169 | 650y l 511,894 } 1,788,9lia
s
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APPENDIX G.

PARCELS RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR.

] Onpixany Panceis. Ixsured ParceLs. "mczcnﬁ‘:;:nﬁ'fmvx . ToraL.
DisTricrs. - ——— - _
Number. Value. Weight. 1\'umherl Insured for | Weight. N"“" Sum to ber Weight l Number. | Weight,
| : Lo ] 5 er. |recovered.| 0 S - i
J \ [ : l i |
Normn Canxs. { Pos ‘ Kitos. ! L[S | K 1 s | Kilr ( Kilos.
1,088,737 © 231,182 | 2,240 uﬁ,u.ur 10,199 { 269 2,686 484 66,086 = 241,865
187,150 | 39,431 ' .. J 31,277 59,431
387,609 ' 110,485 | 200 | 6,1:4 ! W[ e | e 47,866 110,799
;g_;,zco | 49,607 “a - ...6 e e | 21,600 : 49,607
5,107 1 119237 90 5282 1 3901 £5 1,760 | 43¢ 33,299 1 123,577
865,561 227,132 b0 .,Sls_w bl gl w3 | 7oa6 23278
69,573 , 17,205 . 68 2,537 | 154, LI19Q 210 6,765 17,644
! 182,481 { 15443 2 2954 i 290t 11y 1,116 242 ) 23051 | 45978
Kinochow..... 19,618 r 234,521 43,746 l 41 6,734 587 j t83 2,003 | 376 | 19912 i 46,700
Ceyriar Clisa. ‘ } J ! . '
Chungking ; 130,077 | 42,354 1356 7,003 300 66 561 32| 15,213 ] 43,065
57 90,315 | 23,350 204 ( 13,555 426 | ... - e 10,671 23816
| 232,475 56,334 . 1079 | 93,890 1 Jm: 202 1,908 398 24,862 61,182
1,416 10,488 2,613 [ T . 0,416 ¢ 613
3161, 73,953 | 9,;76 105 | 7,020 it | 7 ‘ 20 5| 33| e
42854 | 1,467,261 145495 | 867 78407 5202 | 12gi ka3l 22 43835 | 150,924
17,328 265,393 | 35,233 187 7515 353 39 . 404 638 | 17554 38,034
4,953 32,060 8,367 ... - . - e 4053 | 8,567
Hankow . 42,248 1032100 | 124,733 45 55,575 3093 | 242 3206 0 3573 | 43285 J 128,100
Kiukiang, . a7.652 1,438,497 | 152,286 | 1,061 } 37,990 3420 J 154 | Sgo . 152 | 48847 T 135,867
Lowxr YANGTZE AND } | . ‘ H ‘.;
NEIGHBOURING Disrricys. | | J ! | Il
t 261,240 | 31,061 | =05 | 12,298 959 [ zo1 6798 367 [ 12390 o 32,387
25774 _,364 2y 5,800 | 405 | 32 726 104 33427 12,873
N 156,357 | 27,606 : 293 17,596 ! 6og - 281 [ 2,382 7635 1 12,375 29,980
878,579 146,005 722 | ° 31,458 2136 | 300 2,165 716 j 15,464 £48.837
1,303,230 . 205,114 | 4,033 204800 17390 ( 52 2,887 243 [ 83655 [ 222,747
o168 } 13,438 768 } 18,904 | 6,086 76 556 13 6,806 19,639
84007 | 16,663 8 4,575 | 275 - 133 27 . 263 607t 17,199
037 116,260 ¢ 13631 | 20h ! £1,928 | 1,289 ; 101 733 | 130 ,- 7,164 17,060
172,455 21,599 ! Sq0 | 2,910 ! 2,366 =z J 106 | 23 7,427
7+330 2489 | .. 35 18y 36 1,599
L w88l jo010 1393 96,508 9765 | 273 2866 497 , 33602
556,319 | 81,633 65 38223 7607 ! 62 729 o7 | 31,886
1,457,460 © 122,658 370 15,765 ' typi | 188 | 13566 33 . 3nIog
76,049 | 99831 3423 343,052 24,518 13 136 30 33918
6 14,328 ( 3,500 6 600 | 6 12 6y 18 , 2,004
, 178,134 1 47,902 3 910 | 13 .- w1 20077
61,852 13743 3 200 3| - we i 3686
' 520217 | 1092 34 2,189 169y 2 201 13 , 1,685 |
199 ‘ F e . o . .y | 79 !
600230 13624 6| 348! R 5823
783 250 | ... | I 120
1,282 42 - - L ” 348

-~1886,438 --,-mi 1,365 ,345} 114606 ésmsf 43875 | 87 “ 912,844 | 2627547

X

16,032,994 [2,504,!70
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CHINA.

APPENDIX F.

CLUBBED MAILS DEALT WITH DURING THE YEAR.

DistRICTS,

Nuuper or Mas.

Gross WEIGHT

NuMBER OF LETTERS.

or Maus.
| |
Nonrr Cmiya. Kclos.

Peking 10,356 7:087 162,729
o A 967 156 5,533
Kalfeng.oe et coiererinarcvriiineiasennntiessannecan 1,739 243 15,214
Sianfu e

MAnChUILL ceeve o rreseanmtsmsarsrenesannsnsessranan 2874 723 29,359

Tientsin 13,738 4,821 200,743

Chefoo. l 3,801 1,235 67,3
Tsinan (

Kinochow......... vaanen samerse wesumsenbesssnnens ™ t l I

Cestray Cursa. z /

Ct c‘ i a’

Chengtu .. -

Tehang, 13
Wanhsi

Shunsi ‘ -

Py 337

Yochow
WERVART esareresnrrneranssmsaresasnns avmmcesen i

Hankaew l 2,817 7,697

Kiukiang. i 22,202 1,798

Lower Yaxarze J
AND NEIGHBOURING DISTRICTS. f

Walae 8,281 2,505 J 275,198

‘Patung 19,548 1,653 194,817

Nanking ' 17,279 2,226 225,734

CHINKIANE e erirvavmmeseenerrensseanescomnn e 35,101 ! 4,956 479,302

Shanghu 1 75.969 l 18,822 1,549,000

Soack

Ningpo : [ 10,388 f 2627 ( 399,243

Sourn Carsa. z | r

E.Venchuw 1,054 I 463 (

N - I "

Amoy 5145 1,732

Swatow 10,989 | 2,549

Cu‘{lton‘ - { 51,602 { sz :

Wuchow. . ‘.'.,.2-88 "‘-;-17
Pakhot 236 / 27

Xi h 1,991 958

Lungch J

MEDGESE ccereeeevarmrerarvemrensesenns coonesseinne : -

Szemao I . P

Tengyueh | J e

|
TOTAL vveerreesrreacenseennenn 1 341,562 1 74,710 6,389,574
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SUMMARY OF MAIL MATTER DEALT WITH DURING THE YEAR, TOGETHER
WITH TOTAL FOR 1go6.

Mawn MarTER

Torax,
Disraicrs. e —————— = — -~ ~ -} 3310 Yean or} ToTan, 1906.
§ f Kuaxe Hst.
r Received. r Despatehed. ( In Transit.
|
Norrn Cieya, ; } ‘ ‘l‘

Peking | 638,599 [ 1575649 ( 2,760,236 J 13,516,434 8,081,402
TEGF U e vervonenrenrens sarriraseasrnsssons 1,770947 761,763 914,308 3n455,020 1,324,349
Kuifeng 300,113 1 2462852 2,800,479 ]{ 9,£30,444 4,196,986
Siaufa, | 91.1/609 ( 417938 | 534,642 1,897,189 1,687,742

Manch 3,206,823 2,236,816 1,179,378 6625017 3:875.374

Tientsin | 10083218 I 5,434,018 3:597,425 {[ 19,f 13,662 11,888,313

Chefoo ! 538,641 | 507,361 526,932 1,883,057 1,580,023
“Isinan | 2404928 1,035,342 L33 | 4655915 3,357,913

Kinochow, Jf 941,244 { 385,801 1 534985 (| 1,862,033 1,536,975

1 i
CeNTiAL CHINA. ] l “
dhing 734429 224,420 ] 349573 - 1,308,222
Chengtu L RS 325,409 o073 1 thangng } 2,121,926

Tchang.... | 367,208 a $3,624 / 411,962 }; 895,793 1,010,828
Wa I s 69,963 $3,624 329,301 250,570

S‘]ya i 263020 106,899 128,053 357,972 394937

Chonmsha ) 1,354,779 629,879 J 57.4,006 I 2,555,663 2,114,837

Yochow ; 872,143 195,509 474387 6342039 B o s,
KWelyanis.. coveeecenreeeeisamvancn RO { 92,475 { 38,370 36,717 r“ 167,562 |f 1,205,452

Hunkow. 6,263,897 188578 | 3033608 | 1tazsecy 7,006,63

Kiukiang. 1 3,020,027 J 765,486 1,327,404 “ 5,112,917 . 3,165,901

-Loweg YaNerae .
AND NEIGHBOURING DISTRICTS. ’ /1

Wuhu 1,557,358 652,698 bz21,60y 2,832,120 075,333

Tatune | 120391 706,138 } 470,567 ‘1 2,380,616 ;:7«;;;:@")

Ranking 2,542,245 | 1,615,241 291,852 1345338 2301341

Chinkiag, | 5353973 1,606,758 2,563,238 | 9323869 $,344.903

Shanghai j 7,502,152 15,136,436 J 2724123 | 25,362,711 16,910993

Soochow ... | zugngs | 888,066 349651 . 3570332 L350L478

Ha | 1,606,392 963,566 667,691 | ,237,052 2,808,221

Ningpo L 1,965,539 Srr974 953361 3736174 2,737,781

Sovrn Cmixa. ? l [
Wenchow. 296,129 112,342 136,163 J 314634 503,431
gantn'mo Jf 117,228 l 51,985 { 55,574 | 224,787 171,263
1,943,467 950,232 743867 1 3630366 2,976,053

Amoy l‘ 1,399,0 ) 534,256 | 31,842 I; 2,565,158 1,971,256

Swatow. | $30,131 402,122 [ 573342 | 1,813,593 1,249,596

r‘q:an . 5,018,157 3,330,133 1,876,616 | 10,423,906 s 5
: | n3E7s 358183, 735486 [ 2,307,470 } 667,080
Wuchq_m | 1,532,200 823,711 | 714,872 | 3.070,513 3255020
Pukhol | 168,152 78,426 70,722 317,300 280,355

Eiunge [ 53,446 37,411 218 | 98,075 72,475

Lung ! 21,704 16,137 | 2,597 “ 10,438 22,585

417,379 200,026 | 236,134 853,439 627,784

Szemno | 13,989 2, 8 26,697 16,250

Tengyueh | 120,474 ‘ 58,823 i 63,2 | 251,563 224,257

) 81,268,068 i 51,586,781 J 35,462,283 | 168,317,132 | 112,774,814
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APPENDIX D.

MAIL MATTER IN TRANSIT DURING THE YEAR.

| l
Orpivany Lerrers. Postcars. NEws- Fm,‘? <
J ] PAPERS S.u;;m-s — CORRESPONDENCE.
Disrarcrs. ( f I’R‘:::"r,}m Mer- ArmicLes. Torar.
n- ; h CHANDISE. Other
‘ Franked. vnn]'ed T Single. Pep)y. ) MaTrER, Letters. Articles.
l | | i
Normir Curxa. J I { J
Peking, 1,098,960 20860 | 23,870 z;o.;oo 2,370 457,566 3,650 1,960 || 27602
Taiyeanfu..... 666,007 '-lﬁ 6,141 579 } 52,408 498 154,152 3533 | 27,684 Q14,3
Kaifeng. J 1,998,347 | 6,311 I 26,563 | 3,307 ! ~=>6, 526 2,698 487,371 6,016 | 48240 ' 2,866,479
Snanfm.. X '_9'_;’2,;?(; 3,(% g,gﬁ ﬁ; ‘ x; .4:1 g:,;o } :;.o;,ggs f,ﬁ;g :’ﬁ i s _,4,64§
20, 5 A 2,2 S 07,035 5,49 2 1,179,357
anelus | 2633086 | 2706 | ot | 48| atags | aaS) wess| sm | 5s 559747
Chefoo | Tspzbrz gace 5,380 45 43,611 123 78714 1,124 409 1 52693
Tsnaq ...... 851,102 | 1,506 10474 28 89,087 339 255,871 2,684 | 656 | 1,213,443
Kinechow..... 333,261 517 | 12219 J 8y | 68,766 339 16,950 2,22 32, 534,958
CestRar Cmisa. / ’
| 186623] 31,106 | 692 24 59,973 195 | 46680 4130 | 137150 349,373
Looa3z7ad) ... 3327 33 29,037 113 ( 32,475 72 2,253 200,712
[ 197,050 5;6 l:,gsg ‘ 16; | !30,573 575 41,633 1,373 -gg 4g4,gﬁz
. X 1 30 2,33; 2 19,12 283 162
33,165 66 1::3:! 8:3'9’8 27 33,’7:‘;‘ b4 3; ' 30 vg,osé
{ 400,826 203 9,066 23 46,172 133 108,c65 307 118 574,006
s:g,ogg 1,791 6,1% 79 6;,059 339 { 86.9:_6 ""ﬁ l 99] 47;1),38;
22 P 498 | 15 12 15 12,483 - 36,717
Tk } |,6§§y77l 6,487 40,807 230 t 961,806 1,051 372,000 4029 437 3'023.6,33
Kiukiany, 1,077,912 3,170 10,751 1131 103,301 246 127,552 2,503 736 [ 1.327,404
Lower YANGTZE
AND NEIGRBOURING DISTRICTS.
L P reomaeassesaneresnnne } 485,066 413 5029 56 36,348 330 71,989 990 1331 | 621608
2‘;“""_"' | 38;442 70 —,6;3 g z? | 2-,-7;; lié 42.3;8 274 ' '2' ‘ 470,561
3 220,20, 3035 3.2 14 2,00 1 30,7 3 291,837
Chinkiay, 1, :::z x,89§ 1 ";,695 306 346‘ 766 2?0,’;(8 5,533 14,?781 ! z,563:2;b
Shanghni LFtLoos! 32062 1 207,565 | 3221 45022 4535 1 395333 ) 3,433 481 272433
Seothow 373020| 1,363 1322 154 17,702 236 41,603 1,824 418 , 540,65t
Hangy 568,629 1,712 6,683 1 183 58,245 640 29,473 1551 577 667,601
NIBEPOwcreaeeresaansansens SOR —onef 749,926 l 4,586 ’ 8,303 205 143,534 389 39,271 5,702} 435 , 953,361
Sovrn CHixa. [
Wenchaw. 2,988 397 { 2,447 ¢ 9 26,787 38 13,283 190 23 136,165
Santuno... 390781 344 754 2 5,063 13 9,468 626 199 35,574
Foort | 555,588 274 6,925 121 91,146 73 83,031 6,201 1,908 745,667
Amoy I 45,5520 1,161 5863 73 42,532 63 g3.521 1918 234 631,842
Swatow. ' 432,819 752 1 1,909 36 90,235 7 | 40,946 1310 228 573,342
Canton 1,724,369 2,459 [ 4,578 — Si7 243 76,311 959 l 18 , 1,876,616
Samehui | 6643956 5433 1,569 ( 1z 41,808 i98 19,716 2,007 57 735,48
Wurhow. J 573423 240 1,817 166 34,805 186 | 79,602 2,402 221 l 714,872
__l)nkhym. | 47,753 18 552 36 9,873 18 12,204 2358 l 9 70,722
K jis | 3,259 P 238 ... 633 4 1,02t 7 - 218
lr 3 | 1,523 §3 12 .- 318 134 .. 2,597
Menzts ‘ 94.6% 1630 89101 316 66,547 B3 bisxm 1,735 781 236,';14
Tengyteh...c.oaummenenn sasssbaseonannns ] 39,244{ 360 , 493 7 8,638 37 13,843 “564 i 78 ’ 63,263
i
Toran, : 25.448,386§ 143,005 % 553,850 § 9211 ’ 4,605,982 20,333 | 4474615 j 79,986 | 124,015 §] 35,462,283




REPORT ON THE POST OFFICE: KUANG HSU, 33RD YEAR. 17
APPENDIX C.
MATL MATTER DESPATCHED DURING THE YEAR.
g0 ARy L ] P News. L Faze U
RDINARY ‘E.‘I'TF.RS.: 'OSTCARDS. ;Af’\::':s SAMPLES ] (*ORRESPONDENCE. ],
DisTRICTS. | AND \ID ol Reawsvenen] ———~"'  TorAL.
| ] ! PrisTED Cl'll\ :::;58 ARTICLES. Ot
- | A3 A N r
1 Franked. | o nnked. Single. ]Reply.1 Marrer. ]‘ [ Letters. | 4 4idles.
; J [ ‘ % ] '
1
Noera Cuixa. |
Peking. 2,627,410 | 4210 | 58,860 | 1,42 1,139,140 3,500 502,226 | 15,900 298 4,375,649
i [ 1002 [ 68931 So7 11,014 3881 Tig463 | 8922 12057 | 76L765
4| 1,476 | 23207 1 2273 | 745257 L7401 233254 2083t 15,410 | 2,462,852
5510 ,266 | 700 10,878 48 ogiz . 10780 | 371l 417938
2,549 i 11,776 | =33 237,709 92! 201,238 6,037 93 | 2,236,816
Tientsin 9077 | 94260, So7 | 1,942,150 2,029 1 323,372 | 135,449 340 i 5,454,018
Chefoo.... 412,366 IGGI to25,82; 154 | 23,334 52 30,360 4048 989 || 307,404
_Tsinan 781,356 1225 13006 | 438 70,391 5431 0803 12777 1 5702 | 1,035,542
Kiaoch 271,519 9,012 159 23,824 321 71,3 75338 302 385,80t
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APPENDIX B.

MAIL MATTER RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR.
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SUMMARY OF TMPERIAT POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMEXNTS—Continued.

AeMiNISTRATIVE DIvIStONs, Postar Divisioss.
{ Number of 1905. 1906. 338D YEaR oF Kuvave Hst.
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Kiangsi......! 7 34| Chinkiong...| 26 29) 6 4 | Chinkiang.] 27 | 32| 1 | 7 | Chivkisng.., =8 50 15| 4
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APPENDIX A.

SUMMARY OF IMPERIAL POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMENTS OPEN AT THE END
OF THE YEAR.
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In a word, the striking progress already made by the Imperial Post, and especially during
the last two years, shows that it meets 2 real public need and that its influence and popularity
are steadily growing the better it becomes known.

ALFRED E. HIPPISLEY,
Postal Seeretary Officialing.

INSPECTORATE GENERAL oF Posts,
PERING, 30th A pril 1908.
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number and density of the population in any given district should, however, afford some criterion
of the volume of correspondence which, it may be anticipated, is likely to emanate from that
district: for population is apt to be densest in those sections which are the most productive,
where commerce is earried on with the greatest ease, and means of transport are most convenient.
It is also in the most densely populous sections that, as a rule, the necessity of striking out to
gain a livelihood elsewhere is most apt to make itself felt. And all these factors tend to develop
correspondence. Appendix N, therefore, showing the density of population in each provinee and
the number of letters now sent by every thousand of the inhabitants, is not without interest. In
no province of China does each inhabitant send one letler in a year—at least, not through the
Government Post Office. Kiangsu heads the list, with So7 leiters to each thousand of the
inbabitants; Chibli comes next, with 445; cven the highly educated natives of Kwangtung and
of Chekiang send only 172 and 156 respeetively; while the largest, richest, and most populous
provinee—Szechwan,—with 13 only, is not far ahead of the poorest and most sparsely populated—
Kwangsi,—with but 3, the lowest of all.

6°. InrroVEMENTs.—For the convenience of the public and to meet office needs, a list in
Chinese has been issued during the year ol a1l Imperial Post establishments, arranged according
to provinces and prefectures, with diacritical marks showing the status of each and thus the
duties it is competent to perform in respect of insurance and the issue of money orders. It is
intended to issue a quarterly supplement containing the names, similarly arranged, of new Offices
opened in the interval

A Postal Atlas has also been compiled and issued, which shows at a glanee the places
at which branches of the Imperial Post Office have been opened and the routes followed Ly
the courier services functioning between them. Irogress, however, is so rapid that, owing to
changes effected during the time of printing, some of the maps already fail to accurately
represent the present status of the Administration in the provinces concerned.

In the cowrse of the year 2 General Post Office has been built at Shanghai on a seale
suited to the commercial importance of the place and to the multifarious and steadily increasing
duties to be performed there; and commodious buildings have been erected at Swatow and
Canton. Attention has also been direcled to providing more suitable accommodation for the
Post. Office in the cities of the interior. At the outset considerations of economy necessitated
the restriction of expenditure within the narrowest possible limits; and in consequence cheap
premises were in many instances rented in back sireets or suburbs away from the busy quarters
of the town. Such action was a mistake in a country where native merchants attach so mueh
importance to “face,” i.e., the effect of appenrance, that they are willing to spend hundreds of
dollars on carved and gilded shop-fronts. And the consequence has been that the very existence
of the Post Office has ofien remained unknown to those who should resort to it most: and that
the position and influence of the officer in charge being largely determined by the standing of
the Office over which he presides, he has been given but slight eonsideration, and an appeal by
him to the Magistrate has been treated with seant courtesy. Steps have been taken to remedy
this, and the Pest Ofiice has in such places been remeoved into the business quarter and to
premises better suited to its official status. The wisdom of this policy has been demonstrated
not only by a rapid increase in the receipts but also Ly demonstrations of popular approval
When, for instauce, the Post Otfice at Kiemning (Fulien province) changed its location, the
gentry and leading merchants of the city sent many presents of eandles, fire-erackers, and
paper and silk scrolls, to express their pleasure at its removal to 2 more commodious site and
to wish it success. '
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of the post office sorter to such an extent that it became necessary to teach the proper way
of addressing letters in the primary schools. In China no such difficulties have had to be met,
the practieal and business-like turn of the Chinese mind supplying exactly the indieations
required, and no more. In India, probably because it used to be customary to epitomise the
contents of a letter on the outside, posteards have proved an immense suecess; in China,
where secretiveness is the rule even in ordinary and unimportant matters, there is a national
repugnanee to adopting a form of correspondence which is open to the eyes of everyone through
whose hands it passes. On the other hand, lessons may be learnt {from experience in India.
Envelopes bearing an embossed stamp have proved there an unqualified suceess; and the
introduction of such an envelope in China would probably meet with equal favour, for
experience has shown that in some localities, especially throughout the province of Szechwan,
there is a strong repugnance to the use of the gnmmed stamp.  In India the village post office
has of Jate years been usually placed in the charge of the local schoolmaster, who is glad to
undertake the light additional duties for o modest allowanee, and by his position in the village
is partieularly well suited to be the postmaster. In China the diffieulty of securing suitable
persons to act as Agents in places which are not of sufficient imporiance to warrant the
establishment of a Post Office is o serious one and seems to e inereasing. The adeption of
this Indian practice, s the establishment of primary schools now being introduced develops,
might solve this difficulty, while educational progress might at the snme time be assisted and
stimulated by making the position of village schoolmaster & more desirable one by the additional
salary which would acerue to him from the Post Office.

In India the total mumber of articles earried by the Post has increased in the decade
1896 to 1906 nealy 320 millions. In China the number has increased from 10f willions
in 1901 to 167 millions in 1go7, and the year last named shows an increase of 53 millions over
that of 1906. Such a rate of progress cannot be expeeted to continue, but none the less the
outlook is by ne means disconraging.

It was not, as stated above, till 30 years after the postal service had come into general
operation that an annual equilibrium between receipts and expenditure was secured in India, the
gross revenue in 1890 being under £1,000,000, or Mexiean $10000,000. Beside these figures
the income of the LP.O. ocenpies n very modest position. As to expendituro on postal service
maintenance, any comparison between the Chinese and Indian could only be of the most
indefinite kind. The money cost of postal work in China, including funds specially contributed
by the Government to supplement the receipts whieh woull be insuflicient without them to
balance the expenditure, does not represent even approximately the whole cost of the Serviee,
because it takes no account of the assistance rendered gratuitously by the Maritime Customs.
At most of the treaty ports the Post Office is housed in Customs premises, the loeal Commissioner
of Customs acts as Postmaster of the district, and the accounts are kept and the mails landed
and shipped by members of the Customs stafl. It is impossible to assess, with any approach
to exactness, the money value of the services thus rendered by the Maritime Customs, but
it Is probably no exaggeration to say that were they dispensed with additional expenditure
amounting to three-quarters of a million of Mexican dollars annually would be entailed on the
Postal Administration.

It has recently been stated by a French authority that in the United Kingdom each
person writes 78 letters in the year, in the United States 67, in Germany 55, in Denmark 41, in
Austria 38, in Holland 31, in Belgium 2o, in France and in Sweden 26, and in Norway 20. The
sedentary habits of the Chinese will for a long while yet militate against correspondence being
conducted in this country on a scale in any way comparable with the figures just given. The
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was reached, the receipts then aggregating about a million sterling. The reason for this slow
development in India was probably the lack of travelling facilities. So long as a population has
to remain to a Jarge extent in the place in which it was born beeause the even level of wages
offers no attraction sufficient to justify it in incurring the expense of moving far afield, there
is necessarily but little correspondence. It is only when industries have been started which
create a demand for labour which local conditions cannot meet, or the cost of travelling over
long distances has heen materially reduced by the introduction of steamers and railroads, that
correspondence on any kuge scale springs up.  The influeuce of these factors is to a certain extent
modified by an enterprise not usually found in Oriental peoples which characterises the Chinese
and which prompts them to travel long distances in search of a more lucrative field for their
labours, as well as by the established rule which requires that an official shall hold office only in
a provinee other than that in which his family home is situated. The Postal Administration
has, however, never been regarded in India as a revenue-producing department, and surpluses of
revenue have regularly been devoted 1o development of the service and to reduction of the postal
tariff. The paper used in India is so thin and light in weight that it was decided from the start
to adopt a Jow unit of weight for domestic correspondence. This was fixed in 1854 at slightly
over a quarter of an ounce and the postage on that weight at half an anna, which was then
slightly less than a penny and is now the exact equivalent of a balfpenny. The tariff remained
at this figure for over 50 ycars, uutil, as the result of changes introduced in 1905 and again
in 1907, the half-anna, or balfpenny, postage now covers a weight of rather more than half an
ounce. But while retaining this smzll unit at a low rate of postage in order to meet the needs
of the bulk of the mative population, who are extremely poor, inereasing reccipts permitted
the introduction last year of comsiderable reduetions in the tariff on bulky mercantile corre-
spondence, avl sinee then the weight Lo be carried by the wnna, or penny, postage has been
raised 1o 4 ounces (10 tolas), and a similar additional weight is covered by each succeeding anna.
In China the rate is 2 Mexican dollar eents for each halt-ounce, or slightly less than a halfpenny.
On the bulk of the domestic correspondence the charge in China is therefore practically one-
fourth of that collected in Indin during the first 50 years of the life of its Posial Administration,
and ou u par with that levied to-day. Newspaper and parcel rates were at the outset consider-
ably higher in India than those charged in China; but the rapid extension of railway communi-
eation Ias permilted of materinl reductions being made of late years, with the result that the
parcel post rate in India is now 2 annas, or 8 Mexican dollar cents, per pountd, as ecompared with
15 cents for the initial pound and 5 cents additional for each subsequent pound up to 6 pounds
in China; and the newspaper postage is half an anna, or 2 Mexican dollar cents, for 4 ounces,
while in China it is 2 cents for every 2 ouneces. In China, however, the rates charged for
newspapers and pareels are not remunerative under existing conditions, while they have to be
caried over such vast distance by couriers; and it will be necessary, in order to cstablish an
equilibrium between receipts and expenditure in respect of these articles, either to increase the
postal charges, or, adopling something like the American system, to divide mail matter into
classes and to forward first class mail matter (letiers and posteards) by fast couriers and the
more bulky articles Ly slower couriers or on mule-back. The advantages of the present parcel
post are so generally recognised that there is a growing tendency on the part of traders away in
the interior to regard it in the light of a common carrier and to rely solely upon it to replenish
their stock of books and merchandise.

In certain respects postal experience in India and in China presents curious contrasts.
The honorific titles and Ianguage of hyperbole, or the greetings and good wishes with which
it seemed appropriate to the Indian mind to load the outside of letters, increased the work
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the agencies in Chiun of the Hongkong Post Ollice, which are franked—not at the Union rate
of 25 centimes, but—at the British intra-Empire rate of one penuy or 10 centitaes. Against Lhe
extension to post offices established on Chinese soil of this non-Union rate, which is admittedly
only applicable to places within the British Empire, China has, for poiitical reasons, consistently
protesied, and must continue to protest, as an infringement of her rights as an independent
State; more especially as Chiun appears to be the only sovercign natiou to which this rate is
applied. Such letters, therefore, continue to be 4axed when handed to the Chinese Administra-
tion for delivery. These alien post vifices were originally established at ireaty ports for the con-
venience of the foroign merchants doing business there in the tr ission of their correspond-
ence with other countries; but they have long ceased to exist for this object alone, and in many
ways considerably increase the diticulties of the Chinese Administration. It has long been the
practice for the Chinese emigranis to Siam to receive aml forward correspondence with their
fawilies—not in single letters, but—in packages of scores or perhaps hundreds of letters elubbed
together. This practice worked, however, so seriously to the detriment of the postal revenue of
both China and Siam that the Administrations of the two countries found it necessary io take
measures to correct it. Naturally strong opposition was avoused on the part of buth the
emigrants in Siam and of their families in Chim, appeals beivg made by both to their national
authorities to prevenl any increase in the postage. "This opposition had just been successtully
surmounted, and the new procedure put into operntion, when the alien post ofiices intervened
by offering Lo accept * clubbed ™ packages and to charge postage on the gross weight only, with
the result that the arrangements come to had to be abandoned.

As a consequence of the provedure adopled since the Rume Convention has come into
eftect, the Hongkoug Post Ollice has reduced its postage on lelters from that British Colony
to Shanghai from 4 cents per hulf-ounce to 4 cents per ounce. This change would scem to
necessitale a corresponding reduction by this Administration in the postage on letters from
China to Hongkong. If that be so, it is suggested that it would be politic to go a step further
and to formulate the change in a reduction of postage to 2 cents on every half-ounce. To
confine the reduction to r-ounce weights would teud to perpetuate the practiee of clubbing
letters together, sceing that it is caleulated that on an average the weight of seven of the
Chinese letters sent from Hongkong does not exceed an ouwuce: in the North these are much
heavier, weighing on the average but little short of hall an vunce. To make the reduction
apply equally to the half-ounce would effect an appreeiable reduction in Lhe postage on single
letters, and would thus tend to remove the advantage secared by clubbing letters, especially if
measures be simultaneously adopted to aceelerate delivery.

A considerable step has been taken during the year towards removiug one eause of
friction with the foreign post offices established in China. Both Lhe British and French
Administrations claimed under the terms of their agreements with China the right to hand
over to this Administiation for delivery leticrs originaling in Chiva which were posted at their
offices franked with their stamps. As the Chinese domestie 1arill is considerably lower than
that of the offices named, this clim was not likely to result in any serious diminution of
Chinese postal receipls; but it had to be resisted in principle as an invasion of China’s domestic
sphere. The French Government has already admitled the propriety of China's attitude in this
matter; and negotiations are now being conducted with the Postmaster General at Hongkong,
which, it is confidently anticipated, will result in a similar recognition of China's rights.

5% Furure OurLook.—Postage stamps were first introduced into India in 1854, but 1860
may be regarded ss the date from which the regular development of the postal system in that
country began, aud it was not til} 30 years later that an anpual equilibrium of the postal budget
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such firm as that to which the packet is addressed exists, and to fine the addressees would only
bring the Post Office into disrepute, because it would be punishing the innocent, or comparatively
innocent, parties. When the certificate of registration has been cancelled, the native authorities
have been appealed to and requested to forbid the offending firm to any longer carry on its
business, but usually without result. There is no reason to doubt the wish and intention of
the authorities concerned to uphold the Imperial Post Office; it is the lack of specifie and well-
defined instructions which embarmsses them and makes it ditfieult for them to carry out to its
logieal and reasonable conclusion the rule requiring all postal firmns to register at the Imperial
Post Office and to conform to the conditions of such registration. The Tientsin Postmaster
writes most pertinently: * The Government has ruled that all postal hongs must register. The
logicul conclusion is, then, that those hongs which do not register may not do business. The
conditions of registration are that the registered hongs must send all their mail matter through
the LP.O.,and Lhat the penalties of clandestine earriage of mail are increasing fines for successive
offences and finally cancellation. The vffending hong thus Lecomes an unregistered hong. which,
logically, should be forbidden to do business. But to ensure that this logical result of breach
of regulations shall follow, it is necessary that the Goverument should issue special instructions
to territorial officials at places where Imperial Post Offices exise, directing these officials to stop
the business of any postal hong which fails to register at the Imperial Post Office, or which,
having registered, has had its registration cancelled for repeated breaches of the condition of
registration. Having such explicit instructions, Taotais and Magistrates will not fail to give
practical support to the scheme of Government control of all postal business.” At present the
clandestine carrying of mail matter by the postal hongs is beyond doubt an everyday business
of large dimensions, which persists in spite of eonstant and systematic efforts to check it; and
the registered firms are as deeply engaged in it as the unregistered. The competition of these
hongs has, however, not been an unmixed evil, for it has dirccted attention to the necessity
of prompt delivery and Jate collection, if the Post Office is to win the support of those who
conduct most of the correspondence in China—erchants and bankers,—who insist on receiving
their letiers of advice with the least possible delny and of posting them up to the latest possible
bour. The institution of special colleetion and delivery services and the establishment of fast
day-und-night courier services wherever possible are calculated to bring about the absorption of
the native letter hongs far more rapidly than any repressive measures are Jikely to do.

4°. ReLations wity Foreren Post Oprices—The Rome Convention eame into force on
the 15t October. By ils provisions the unit of weight for letiers passing within the Union was
raised from 15 to 20 grammes, postage remaining at 235 centimes on the initial unit. but being
reduced o 15 centimes on each subsequent unit or [iaction thereof. Detailed Regulation V,
however, permils States which, by reason of their internal regulations, are unable to adopt the
decimal metrical system of weight, to substitute the ounce avoirdupois (28.3465 grammes) for the
Union unit of 20 grammes for lefters. China decided to maintain the unit for her domestic
mail matter at 15 grammes; but having undertaken, though not yet & member of the Union, to
give effect so far as circumstances allow to Union rules, she adopted the 20-gramme unit for
international letters, as well as the reduced postage for cack unit or fraction thereof after the
first ; and in the case of letters received from countries not using the decimal metrical system,
decided not to regard as taxable such as were fully franked according to the Union tariff for
20 grammes weight, though the ounce, not the 20 grammes weight, was the unit on which
postage had been caleulated. Recognition of the Union tariff of postage forms the basis of every
postal agreement China has entered into with foreign countries. The above decision therefore
implied no recognition of letters forwarded from the United Kingdom and British Colonics to
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constantly fluctuating and is higher at inland places than atthe treaty ports, while the transport
of money by boat er by mule is not only expensive but frequently attended with great risk.
The commission to be charged has therefore to be constuntly watched, lest the convenience
afforded to the public result in serious pecuniary loss to the Post Office. For this reason the
establishment of a uniform national currency would be welcomed by ne one more warmly than
by the Postal Administration.

3" Native Postan Acexcies—The number of letters forwarded in * clubbed ™ packages
through the Imperial Postal Adminisiration has declined from nearly 9 millions in 1gos and
nearly 8 millions in 1906 o less than 6] millions—a total below thut of any year on record,
the decline being specially noticeable at Canton, where the number has for the first time fallen
below 1 million. This diminution does not necessarily prove that the business of the native
hongs has been reduced to the extent the figures would suggest. Those figures apart, however,
there ave good reasons for believing thal at least in certain parts of the country patronage is being
steadily withdrawn from the postal hongs. The diminution in their number at Canton has
already been alluded to; in the North they have been unable to maintain their ground wherever
the fast day-and-night courier service has been instituted ; and in other portions of the Empire
it has been noliced that they are no longer able to depend on the earriage of letters for a
livelihood, but are compelied to supplement that source of income by the sale on commission of
lottery tickets. It the fizures do indicate a real diminution in mén-ckis activity, this diminution
will make itself more distinetly visible each year. Meanwhile it will be well to regard them as
showing no more than o diminished recourse to the Facilities offered to them by the Imperial
Post Office; more especially as it has to be admitted that the new rules, to which altention
was called in Jast year's report—requiting all native letter hongs to register within a delay of
three months at the Imperial Post Oftice and to forward all mail matter through the Iatter at
special rates equivalent to half the ordivary tariff—have failed to produce the far-reaching
effects anticipated. Despite the facilities which this Administration in a spirit of conciliation
has granted these nalive firms, there would appear to be some proviso in the LP.O. rules and
procedure which works hardship to these firms. For in several districts the proclamations
issued enjoining registration have been entirely ignored and no application to register has heen
made, while in others where regisiration has been effected smuggling of mail matter continues
on a seale fittle, if at all, dimninished. 'Fhe rules adopted in 1906 provided, when smuggling of
mail matter was discovered, for the infliction of fines, inereasing in amount on the second and
third oceasion, for the first three offences detected and for cancellation of registration on a
fourth offence. Registration being gratuitous, many native hongs applied to register, but did
not on that account cease to smuggle. More rigorous measures were then taken to prevent the
independent carriage of mails by the hongs: seizures were made, and the amount of mail matter
reported to the Imperial Post Office would show a large increase, sometimes threefold what
it had been: but any relaxation in preventive measures has been speedily followed by a gradual
falling off in the mails posted. On the discovery of u case of smuggling, the fine prescribed by
the rule adopted in 1906 has been inflicted. But if the offender refuse to pay, the Post Ofiice
had no means of compelling payment, and canecllation of the certificate of registration has been
without effect—because the offending firm can go on smuggling without registration as casily
as with i, this clandesline caniage being apparently the most profitable part of the business
of these firms. The difficulties of the Post Office in dealing with such cases have, too, been
greatly increased by the device adopted by the smugglers of addressing the packet of loiters
to a fictitious firm, the identity of which is known only to the parties interested. When a
seizure of mails so addressed is made, it is impossible to discover the resl offender, because no
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and Peking, with 42,000. The average weight is slightly below that in 1906, but still is
somewhat over 3 kilos. The parcels despatched taxed with trade charges (included in the
above) inereased in number from under 2,000 to 3,700, and the charges to be collected, from
$21,000 to $34,000. Insured parcels despatched aggregated over 21,000, of a value of $5485.000
against nearly 19,000, of a value of S9cg000, in 1906. It is, however, to be remarked that,
insurance of all domestic parcels of a value of $30 or upwards was made compulsory in
November last. As will be seen from the above figures, the value of parcels sent by post has
been rapidly inereasing, the average value being over 870 during the year, as compared with less
than §50 in 1906; and at times the pareels reaching Peking in a single day represent a money
value of $50,000 or S60,000. The risk of loss and damage in the course of a long overland
Jjourney is great, and when such did oceur, it was found that the Chinese, who are accustomed
to register their parcéls, with acknowledgment of receipt, regarded registration as insurance
and insisted upon compensation in full. To explain the difference between registration and
insurance, and to appeal to the published rule—that the Post Office is not responsible for
uninsured parcels, but in case of loss would, as an act of grace, grant an indemnity of 85 —was
useless: the senders insisted that a parcel entrusted to the Post Office must be delivered, or if
it were not, the sender must be indemnified in full, and in this contention they were upheld
by their national authorities. Tuder these circumstances compulsory insurance becomes a
1 ity. It was anticipated that the introduction of this measure would result in a consider-
able diminution of the number of parcels sent. But this has not occurred; the fact being
that the Chinese held the belief that the parcel tariff’ was too low to ensure security, and they
therefore regard the enhanced cost of transmission caused by insurance fees as nothing more
than a reasonable charge for work done.

The number of »egistered articles despatched inereased from 2441000 to 3,505000. The
“express delivery ” service continues to gain in popularity, the number of letters despatched
by it having increased from 46,000 to 109,000. 1t is still confined to letters exchanged between
the Offices at Peking, Knifeng, Tientsin, Hankow, Shanghai, Foochow, and Canton; but the time
has come when it might well be extended to other places. Of the Offices at which this service
has functioned during two full years, the number of letters so despatched from Tientsin has risen
from 11,000 to 28,000, and those from Shanghai, from 11,000 to 26,000.

The money order system shows an astonishing development during the last three years.
Representing $473.000 in 1901, the value of money orders issued had by 1g04 only risen to
$752,000; in 1605, however, it leapt to $1,230,000, the following year to 82,339,000, and during
the current year has advanced another million to $3,341.000. The introduction of this system
was prompted by a desire to facilitate the transmission of such small sums as a bank would not
consider worth ils while to remit, not by auny wish to embark on banking business. During the
past year, therefore, when it was seen that the business of remittance was attaining proportions
that were not free from anxiety, efforts were consistently made, by restricting the number of
orders which might be applied for by one individual on the same day and by inereasing the
commission charged, to prevent such an extension of the use of these remittance facilities as
might even suggest an intention to compete in any way with native banks. The work of
remittance in China demands, too, unremitting attention. Almost every province has its own
medium of eurrency: in Kwangtung, subsidiary silver coins, always at a discount; in Fukien,
dollars so stamped, or “chopped,” as to be barely recognisable as coins; farther north, “clean,”
or unstamped, dollars, but constantly varying in form and value—the Mexican on the Lower
Vangtze, the Hupeh on the Upper Yangize, and the Hongkong, Peiyang, and Mexican in
Shantung, Chihli, and Manchuria. The value of these various coins in terms of one another is
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Shanghai, which, as the great distributing centre on which all lines converge, occupies a unique
position at which the large staff’ necessarily employed must continue to entail an expenditure
far in excess of income,

(d)y South Chine.~This division, comprising the provinces of Fukien, Kwangtung,
Kwangsi, and Yunnan, with an estimated population of 721 millions, shows an increase of no less
than 155 establishments, bringing the total at present up to S18; of ail matter received and
despatelhed, from 152 to 2o million articles; and of pareels, from 288,000 to 337.000.

Fukien shows steady development in both the distyicts into which it is divided—Foochow
and Amoy,—but especially in the Iatter, in which the number of establishments has been in-
creased by 20. The mail matter received and despatched has incrcased from 2400000 to
2,900,000 articles in the Foochow district, and in the Amoy, from 14 to 2 million articles. The
Amoy Postmaster writes: “In reviewing the work of the past year it must be admitted that
rapid strides have been made in every direction. Complaints to the Head Office are almost un~
known, while much satisfaction is expressed verbally by the residents of the port and leiters
to the same effect are frequently received from fuland places. Our Changehow to Tingchow
fast doy-and-night courier service has proved a great success, and it would not be too much to
say that it vies with any courier line functioning under the same difficulties in any part of the
world. The distance traversed is 640 { (213 miles), with six mountains aud several rugged
hills to bo negotiated en rvute, certuin parts being infested with tigers and other wild animals.
Notwithstanding these obstacles, the time oceupicd in traversing from point to point is only
66 hours, whereas formerly mails were often as long as five weeks on the road.”

In the Kwangtung provinee progress continues to be satisfactory. In the Swatow district
16 new establishments, and in the remaiuder of the province, which is administered by the
Postal Commissioner stationed at Canton, 72 new establishments were opened. Mail matter
received and despatched increased in the Swatow distriet {rom 900,000 to 1} million articles,
and in the remainder of the province, from 9} to 13 million articles; but pareels show a slight
falling off, owing, it is presumed, to depression in trade, though all postal busiuess was somewhat
interfered with by disturbances in the southern portion of the province in the neighbourhood
of the Leichow Peninsula. The most remarkable feature ol the year has been thg extraordinary
inerease in the number of letters for loeal delivery, which jumped from 44 to 455 thousand.
This loeal Chinese business is of recent growth and is a most encouraging indication that the
residents in Canton city are transferring their patronage from the native postal hongs {min-chi)
to the Government Administration; for on the oceasions when statistics were taken of the
destinations of letters posted, it was found that 25 per eent. were for addresses within the city
delivery radius and another 25 per cent. for places within the delta, precisely the places with
regard to which the native hongs have been accustomed to offer the most strenuous opposition
by means of “cut” rates. Another indication in the same sense is the closing of five native
hongs during the year, four of which sent mails to Shanghai and coast ports and one to
Hongkong and Macao, leaving nine only in the Canton city still doing business and 34 only,
agaiust 71 in 1goI, on the register for the entire Canton district.

2°. ParceLs, REGISTRATION, s¥D MoxEy ORrDERS—The number of parcels received and
despatched shows a remarkable iucrease, having advanced from 1,063,724 in 1906 to 1,424,738;
while the weight inereased from 3,562,000 to 4417000 kilos. Among the receiving Offices
Shanghai heads the list, with 84,000; while Tientsin received 79,000; Peking, 66,000; Kaifeng,
48,000; and Chinkiang, 45000. Among the despatching Offices Shanghai again heads the list,
with 150,000; Canton comes next (longo intervailo), with 48,000; then Tientsin, with 47,0003
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Of Honan, the sonthern portion formed till a year ago a portion of the Hankow district.
In DMarch 1907 this section was subordinated to Kaifeng, the administrative area of which was
thus nearly doubled, extending over the entire provinece. The number of postal establishments
is 171, postal facilities having thus been extended to almost every town of any importance
in the province. Mail matter received and despatched has risen from 2,660,000 to 6,260,000
articles, and money orders issued, from Mexican $84,000 to $124,000 in value; while an excess
of expenditure over receipts of some $10,000 has bieen couverted into a credit balance of $2,500.

In Shansi the number of establishments has been doubled, now being 137. Mail matter
received aud despatched shows o more than proportionate increase, having risen from slightly
over 1 million to upwards of 2} million articles.

In Shensi and Kansu, while progress has been satisfactory considering the poverty of the
inhabitants and the comparative absence of large trade centres, no great development is to be
anticipated in the near future, and the courier service will for some time to come have to be
confined to the few main high roads existing.

(b)) Central China.—This division comprises the provinees of Szechwan, Hupeh, Hunan,
Kiangsi, and Kweichow. Considering its population, which is estimated to number over 140
millions, it shows the least satisfactory results of any of the four divisions—the mail matter received
and despatched, though it shows an increase of some 50 per cent. over 1906 results, even now
amounting to ouly 18 million articles, though parcels have inereased from 248 to 338 thousand.
The most disappointing of these provinees is Szechwan, which, with a population of over
48 millions and the reputation of being the richest provinee in the Empire, has only received
and despatehed a little over 2 milfiou articles of mail matter, as compared with 1,800060 in
1906, Attention will now be turned to the exploitation of this provinee, which, despite its size,
lias at present only 166 postal establishments within its borders, in the hopes of securing results
more commensurate with its wealth and extent.

The transference of the control of the southern portion of Honan from Hankow to
Kaifeng renders a comparison between the number of Offices in Hupel in 1906 and in 1907 of
little value: the number now is 134, Mail matter yeceived and despatched shows a remarkable
ingrease, amounting to over 11} million articles, or twice that of the year 1go6. Hunan shows
satisfactory progress, and Changsha promises such rapid development that a site has been
purchased for a Post Office in place of premises which seemed amply large a year or Lwo ago
bat have already become too small to meet requirements.

(c) Lower Yumngitze—This division, comprising the provinces of Anhwei, Kiangsu, and
Chekiang, with a population of over 59 millions, shows an increase of 65 establishments to 387 in
all; of mail matter received and despatehed, from 31 to 46} million articles; and of parcels, from
450,000 to 565,000. Shanghai, with an increase from 143 to 22} million articles, heads the Tist:
but Wuhu, Tatung, Nanking, Chinkiang, Socchow, Hangehow, and Ningpo all show encouraging
expansion. The opening on the 1st April of the railroad line from Shanghai to Nanking, which
will reduce the time required for communication between these two important centres to about
one-fourth of that taken by steamers, and passes em route the populous cities of Soochow,
Changehow, and Chinkiang, cannot {ail to lead to the rapid development of this populous and
fertile district—a development which will be completed by the line from Sbhanghai through

" Hangchow to Ningpo, which is to be taken in hand at once and will probably reach Hangchow
within a year. At all the places above named the excess of expenditure over receipts has been
steadily, if slowly, diminishing. With these increased facilities of communication, they shouid
oné and all be more than self-supporting before the close of the year—with the exception of
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missioner stationed in the metropolis. With the exception of the extreme west, comprising
Kansu and part of Shensi, it is, too, a section with great possibilities, containing as it does a
population of close on 125 millions. During the year there has been an increase in the number
of postal establishments, from 696 to 1.136; of mail matter received and despatehed, from
37 to 61 million articles; and of parcels, from 397 to 677 thousand.

In Chihli there were 78 Offices and Agencies at the end of 1905; there are now 358,
which means that not only bave all prefectural and district cities been provided with postal
facilities, but also all market towns and villages of any importance, with the one exception of
Lamamiao, The mail matter received and despatehed has risen from 64 to 10% miilion artieles.
The total length of eourier lines within the province has been inercased from 3,100 Ii (1,034
miles) in 1905 to 11,000 li (3667 miles); and all the more important lines have been provided
with a fast day-and-night serviee, whereby speed has been doubled and more frequent despatch
rendered possible. Pillar-hoxes have been planted in all the nwost important inland cities and
ab all the stations along the Peking-Hankow milroad. In the city of Peking 1 Head Office,
10 Sub-Offices, 26 Box Offices, 123 pillar-boxes, and 68 Agencies, or, in all, 228 postal establish-
ments, have been provided, and postal facilities are thus within easy reach of all the inhabitants.
Mail deliveries have been increased to cight daily; and the “local post™ and pillar-boxes are
steadily gaining in popularity, the number of letters collected from letter-boxes amounting to
aboul 40,000 a month. The sale of stamps has increased from £65,000 in 1905 to S140,000 in
1907, and 1he district is now self-supporting, in spite of Jargely increased expenditure entailed
by development; whereas the year 1905 closed with a loss of S1.4,000.

The Tientsin district, though forming a portion of Chihli, is administered by a Postmaster
of its own. The number of Offices and Agencies within it has been inereased from 65 to 1710,
and the mail matter received and despatehed by it has risen from 9! to 15} million articles.

In Manchuria the number of Offices and Agencies has been increased during the year
from §r to So, and this number will probably be nearly doubled in the course of 1908, as the
provincial authorities are especially anxious to see expansion pushed forward with all speed,
His Excellency T'ane SHao-v1, the Governor of Fengtien, in particular rendering most valuable
assistance in ‘many ways, but espeeially by setting aside sites for Offices in the newly opened
trade marts. Considerable progress bas already been achieved- since the appointment of a
Postal Commissioner for Manchuria last summer, the mail matter received and despatched
having already risen from 3} to 51 million articles, and the value of money orders issued,
from MMexican $105,000 to $262,000.

In Shantung, Kiaochow and Chefoo continue to make good progress, while Tsinan is now
practically self-supporting, and competition on the part of the native postal hongs is a thing of
the past. The number of Offices opened is 1735, an increase of 13 only over 1906. Mail matter
received and despatehed has risen from 41 to over 6 million articles, the bulk of the increase
having taken place at Tsinan. Money orders issued advanced 50 per cent. in value to $250,000,
and would have shown n mueh larger total but for the effeet of an inflated issue of cent pieces
in the latter part of the year, which caused the exchange value of the copper cash to fall from
1,050 to over 1,300 to the Mexican dollar. Local deliveries in the city of Tsinan {the capital)
and its suburbs have been increased to four daily. OFf the 6,565 I3 (2,188 miles) of overland
courier lines, 4,560 1 (1,520 miles) are run on the day-and-night system, which permits of 240 /i
(80 miles) being covered in a day, and has reduced the time taken by mails between Tsinan and
Peking to three days and that required by mails passing between Usinan and Tsining to under
two days. This fast service is to be extended throughout the provinee during 1908.
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and Moukden, the gauge being at once altered to the Chinese standard and through communiga-
tion thus established between Peking and the provincial capital of Manchuria. The Peking-
Hankow Administration has established a weekly express train, which covers the entire distance
in 28 hours, other trains continuing as before to cease running at night and thus taking three
days to make the journey. Arrangements have been made for the carringe of mails by this
fast teain, whereby the transmission of mail maiter from the Upper Yangtze ports to Europe
has been eonsiderably accelerated. The thanks of this Administration have to be expressed to
both the Imperial Railroad of North China and to the Peking-Hankow Railroad for valuable
assistance and facilities afforded.

Towards the end of the year the Shansi branch of the Peking-Hankow line was completed
and opened to traffic to Taiyuan; in Kwangtung province the line from Sunning to the coast,
where a new harbour is to Le built, was opened ; and on the 1st April through communication
from Shanghai to Nanking vid Noochow, Changehow, and Chinkiang was established, the entire
distance of 203 miles being covered, including stoppages, in seven hours. The opening of these
lines eannot fail to result in important postal development.

1. Aemive Oreramions.—To preserve continuity with previous reports, the gross results
of postal operations since 1902 are shown in the following table, detailed figures being given
in appendieces:—

T :
|
_— Poleo2. . 19803, 1904. 1905. 1906. 1907.
" |
Head and Sub-Head Offices .....con.n I 30 34 40 41 38 14
Inland ard Braneh Offices..covennne.s 263 320 352 396 484 509
A 1 153 | 6og qz7 1,189 1 1,574 2,230
Articles dealt withe...ooceveiravreensnnen 20,000,000 ' 42,500,000 | 66,000,000 | 76,000,000 113,000,000 167,000,000
Parcels : number.... 260,000 487,000 772,000 | 1,032,000 | 1,383,000 | 1,917,000
» weight (kilos! $45000  1,2i3,000 | 2,702,000 | 32262000 | 4,310,000 | 3,758,000
Letters in native clubled n , Sooop00 7267000 | 8,300,000 | S8yf000 | 7,892,000 | 6,363,000
i

"These results are apportioned among the four geographical divisions of China adopted in previous
reports, as below:—

| ESTABLISHMENTS, } ARTICLES. . ParcELs.
{ 1907. | 1906. 1907. 1506. 1307,
North China. ’ 136 ‘ 37,000,000 | 61,000,000 | 397,000 677,000
Central China : 455 | 17,500,000 | 24,000,000 238,000 338,000
Lower Yangtze. . i 386 r 38,500,000 | 356,000,000 450,000 ; 365,000
South China..ceceeenimarrianierrenns \; 826 ! 20,000,000 | 26,000,000 288000 ; 337,000
TOTAT. oo S E 2,096 J 2,503 ‘113,000,000 167,000,000 | 1,383,000 | 1,917,000

(.} North China—North China is by far the largest of these territorial divisions,
comprising the provinces of Chihli, Manchuria, Shantung, Honan, Shansi, Shensi, and Kansu,
of which the last four, together with Chihli, are admivnistered from Peking by the Postal Com-



REPORT ON THE WORKIXG OF THE
IMPERIAL POST OFFICE.

TuE publication of this report has been delayed some six weeks beyond the date at
which those for previous years have appeared, by the substitution from the beginning of this
year of the Chinese calendar—which had previously been followed by Inland Offices only—
for the foreign calendar in the rendering of accounts and statistics at all postal establishments.
A system under which some Offices ecompiled their statistics according to the Chinese year
while others followed the foreiun year was obviously open to objection, and the change had
sooner or later to be made to meet national ideas and customs and to suit the requirements of
a Chinese Administeation. The report now published is that for the Chinese period known
as the 33rd year of Kuane HsC, which corresponds, within one or two months, to the foreign
year 1907.

During the year under review attention has been directed less to expansion than to
improvement of the organisation, to facilitating interprovincial communieations by linking up
the courier lines of one province with those of another, and to accclerating delivery by the
establishment of courier lines working on the day-and-night system. Incidentally, however,
the prosecution of these aims has led not only to expansion but to unprecedented expansion,
the number of new loealitios opened to postal business having beon no less than yoy—the highest
on record. The total number of Offices and Agencies has thus been raised to 2,803; and un-
precedented development, marks all branches of postad work. Postal articles—letters, posteards,
newspapers, etc.~which had risen from 76 millions in 1905 to nearly 113 millions in 1906, show
o further increase during the current year of 50 per cent. and total no less than 167 millions.
Pareels carried have risen from just over a million in 1905 aml 1,383,000 in 1906 to 1,917,000,
of nn average weight of 3 kilos each. While money orders issued, which represented a value
of $1,230,000 in 1905 and of $2,339.000 in 1906, have further risen to $3,375000. Receipts
show a very satisfactory increase, but increase of the personmel has resulted in considerably
increased expenditure. A 1most encouraging feature, however, is that reccipts show a considerably
larger percentage of inerease than does expenditure.

The year has been marked by considerable railroad development. In July the linc across
Siberia was opened to postal traffie, communication with Japan, Shanghai, and South China
being maintained by a sea service to Vladivostock, whenee express trains start westward thrice
weekly ; while passengers and mails from North China traygl by the Imperial Railroad of North
China. to Moukden, thence by the Japancse South MancHuria line to Kwanchengtze. Here
difference of gauge between the Russian and Japanese standards necessitates a change of teain
and of line to the so-called Chinese Eastern Railroad (Russian), which makes connexion with
the Transsiberian at the recently created town of Harbin. Communieation with Europe has
been greatly accelerated by the opening of this line—London letiers having, on oceasion,
reached Peking in 16 days, and hopes are held out that even this short time will be still
further reduced.

In June the Chinese Government took over by purchase from Japan the short line of
25 miles connecting Sinminfu, the former terminus of the Imporial Raifroad of North China,

n
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